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De n n i s T r e w i n

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

The purpose of this publication is to outline how the 2006 Census will be conducted.

The Census and Statistics Act 1905 requires that the "...census shall be taken in the year

1981 and in every fifth year thereafter...". The next Census will be held on Tuesday, 8

August 2006.

The Census is the largest statistical collection undertaken by the Australian Bureau of

Statistics (ABS) and one of the most important. There are two broad objectives that

underpin the Census. The first of these is to accurately measure the number and key

characteristics of people in Australia on Census Night and the dwellings in which they

live. The second is to provide timely, high quality and relevant data for small geographic

areas and small population groups, to complement the rich but broad level data

provided by ABS surveys.

This publication describes the history of the Census, the process by which the 2006

Census was planned, the way it will be conducted and processed and the type of output

that will be available.

Information about the full range of ABS data can be found in the ABS Catalogue of

Publications and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). Further information about 2006 Census

products and services will be published closer to the 2006 Census date.
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AB B R E V I A T I O N S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

telephone typewriterTTY

statistical local areaSLA

local government areaLGA

Library Extension ProgramLEP

intelligent character recognitionICR

goods and services taxGST

field management systemFMS

data processing centreDPC

census field systemCFS

Collection DistrictCD

Basic Community ProfileBCP

Australian Statistics Advisory CouncilASAC

automatic repairAR

Australian Institute of Health and WelfareAIHW

automatic codingAC

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABS
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CHAP T E R 1 IN T R O D U C T I O N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Census includes all people in Australia on Census Night, with the exception of

foreign diplomats and their families. Visitors to Australia are counted regardless of how

long they have been in the country or how long they plan to stay. Australian residents

out of the country on Census Night are out of scope of the Census.

People outside Australia who are not required to undertake migration formalities, such

as those on oil and gas rigs off the Australian coast, are included.

Following the enactment of the Territories Reform Act 1992, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands

and Christmas Island have been included in the counts for Australia since the 1996

Census.

WH O IS CO U N T E D ?

The Census of Population and Housing is the largest statistical collection undertaken by

the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and one of the most important. Its objective is

to accurately measure the number and key characteristics of people in Australia on

Census Night, and the dwellings in which they live. This provides a reliable basis for the

estimation of the population of each of the states, territories and local government areas,

primarily for electoral purposes and the distribution of government funds. The Census

also provides the characteristics of the Australian population and its housing within small

geographic areas and for small population groups. This information supports the

planning, administration, policy development and evaluation activities of governments

and other users.

Population estimates based on the Census are used to determine the number of seats

allocated to each State and Territory in the House of Representatives.  Population

estimates are also used in the allocation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue by the

Commonwealth to the States and the Territories. For 2004-05, the total GST pool was

estimated at $34.46 billion. Population estimates based on the Census are a key element

in the criteria used by the Commonwealth Grants Commission in recommending the

appropriate distribution of these funds.

WH Y HA V E A CE N S U S ?

Australia's fifteenth national Census of Population and Housing will be held on 8 August

2006. This publication has been prepared to provide current and potential users of

Census statistics with some basic information about the 2006 Census. It describes the

history of the Census, the process by which the 2006 Census was planned, the way in

which it will be conducted and processed and the types of output which will be available.

TH E NE X T CE N S U S
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CHAP T E R 2 HI S T O R Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Since 1911 the Census has been a centralised activity conducted and controlled by the

Australian Statistician under the authority of an Act of Parliament to ensure uniformity in

the Census methods and data collected from each state, and to protect the

confidentiality of information gathered.

Due to the economic depression it was considered inappropriate to conduct the

scheduled Census of 1931, so the Census and Statistics Act 1905 was amended to allow a

Census to be held at any such time as prescribed. Under the amended Act the next

Census was held in 1933. No Census was held during the period of World War II and the

first post-war Census was taken in 1947, after an interval of 14 years. The year 1954 was

chosen for the next Census, it being a seven year interval and equidistant between the

1947 Census and the then proposed 1961 Census. The practice of conducting a Census

in at least the first year of each decade was resumed from 1961 onwards.

NA T I O N A L CE N S U S E S

To provide greater coordination, the Census and Statistics Act 1905 was passed on 8

December 1905. This Act provided:

that 'the census shall be taken in the year 1911, and in every tenth year thereafter'

'the census day shall be a day appointed for that purpose by proclamation'.

On 18 June 1906, the first Statistician of the Commonwealth of Australia was appointed

to carry out the provisions of the Act. Later in the same year the Commonwealth Bureau

of Census and Statistics was formed (re-named the Australian Bureau of Statistics in

1975).

CE N S U S AN D ST A T I S T I C S

AC T

The first population counts of Australia were known as musters and were conducted as

early as 1788. Musters involved all members of the community gathering at specified

locations to be counted. These were important as a means of matching food and other

supplies to the number of people needing them. The first of the Censuses in Australia as

we now know them was held in New South Wales in November 1828. Each of the

colonies conducted their own Censuses until 1886.

On 3 April 1881, the first simultaneous Census of the British Empire covering the United

Kingdom, India and the Crown Settlements (including Australia) was taken. This Census

produced the first set of colonial population figures for the same day.

A Census conference held in Sydney on 26 February 1900 arranged for an Australian

Census conducted on a uniform basis to be taken on 31 March 1901. Minor differences in

the interpretation of definitions arose between the states and the method of

presentation of the results differed considerably. The responses to the Census questions

were not tabulated in all cases and there was no coordinating authority to bring the

results together to form a total for Australia.

MU S T E R S
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In selecting a Census date the ABS aims to select a date which minimises the proportion

of the population who are not at their usual place of residence. In 1911 and 1921, a

Census date near the beginning of April was selected. For the 1933 Census through to

the 1986 Census, the Census date was moved to be at, or near, the end of June.

In 1991, the Census date was moved to early August, after all mainland states changed

from a three term to a four term school year with school holidays falling near the end of

June. School holidays on, or close to, the Census date increase collection difficulties and

reduce the quality of data obtained, as many people are absent from their usual place of

residence.

The date which has been specified for the 2006 Census is Tuesday, 8 August.

WH I C H DA T E ?

Following the 1961 Census, Australia has had a Census taken every five years, a practice

which became mandatory with the amendment to the Census and Statistics Act in 1977

requiring that 'the census shall be taken in the year 1981 and in every fifth year

thereafter, and at such other times as are prescribed'.

EV E R Y F I V E YE A R S
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CHAP T E R 3 PL A N N I N G TH E 20 0 6 CE N S U S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The 2006 Census Inquiry Service is a telephone inquiry service designed to answer

queries from the public about the Census. Comprehensive information is available to the

general public on issues which relate to the completion of their Census forms.

Census Inquiry Serv ice

The Internet based Census form (eCensus) is an interactive web-based application,

designed to work on commonly used computer technology. It allows the Australian

public to complete and submit their Census form electronically via the Internet.

The strongest available encryption technology is used to ensure the security of eCensus

data.

The eCensus has been designed to be accessible to every Australian. In particular, the

visually impaired or persons with limited motor skills will be able to independently

complete their Census form through the use of assistive technologies such as screen

readers.

For householders in areas that are difficult to enumerate through traditional means, such

as remote areas of Australia or secure apartment buildings, the eCensus will improve the

ease of collection of Census forms.

The implementation of the eCensus is in response to the Australian public's request for

easier access to government forms and flexibility, via the Internet, in ways of completing

and submitting these forms. The Electronic Transaction Act (1999) also requires that

Agencies provide a facility that enables the community to use electronic communications

in their dealings with government.

Internet based Census

form

Well before one Census is completed, work on the next Census begins. Preliminary work

on the 2006 Census began as early as 2000.

All aspects of the 2001 Census were examined by the ABS with a view to identifying areas

of potential improvement. This included the evaluation of form and question design, the

effectiveness of collection and processing systems and the quality and the usefulness of

the data provided to users. The major improvements to Census procedures since the

2001 Census include changes to the Census Inquiry Service, field operations and

administration, the availability of an Internet version of the Census form which can be

completed and submitted online, and improvements to the geographic outputs from the

Census with the introduction of Meshblocks. For the 2006 Census, standard products

will be released based on where people usually live (place of usual residence), with

provision for access to 'as enumerated' data. These aspects are covered in more detail in

later chapters.

IM P R O V E M E N T S
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Consultation with users of Census statistics commenced on the basis that the real per

capita cost of conducting the 2006 Census be no more than the cost of conducting the

2001 Census.

In July 2003 the ABS published an Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and

Housing, ABS Views on Content and Procedures (cat. no. 2007.0). Its availability was

widely advertised in the media. The publication was available on request and placed on

the ABS web site. As well as outlining the broad nature of plans for taking the 2006

Census, the paper summarised topic proposals for the next Census under three

categories:

topics to be included in the 2006 Census

topics under review

topics to be excluded from the 2006 Census.

HO W IS CO N T E N T

DE T E R M I N E D

Since the first national Census in 1911, the content of Censuses has changed. Some

topics have been included in each Census since 1911, for example, age, marital status

and religion, while others have been included or excluded depending on the importance

of the topic at the time. Topics selected for a Census must have specific purposes which

are of national importance. There must be a demonstrated need for the Census data for

policy development, planning and program monitoring. To see what is included in the

2006 Census refer to Appendix 1 for a copy of the Household Form and Appendix 2 for a

copy of the Census Guide. Appendix 3 lists all topics included in every Census held from

1911 to 2006.

CE N S U S TO P I C S

In the 2006 Census the Australian public will be given the choice of completing an

eCensus form via the Internet. In addition, in selected areas, residents will be

encouraged to return their Census form by mail. Systems that support this process have

also been built so that field staff can be quickly notified that Internet and mailed in forms

have been received. This will enable collection staff to focus on activities aimed at

maximising the number of forms collected.

The Field Management System (FMS) will also be introduced primarily for use by field

managers. The FMS is an Internet based system which assists field managers in a range of

activities associated with recruitment, workload allocation and collection tasks. It will

also be used to provide management information to and from Census Management

Units. This will enable quicker access to relevant information giving the opportunity to

provide more timely responses to operational issues and an improvement of quality in

the field operations.

The Census Field System (CFS) which was developed for the 2001 Census to manage

payment and other personnel matters relating to field staff, has been enhanced for the

2006 Census.

Field operat ions and

administrat ion

The Census Inquiry Service will directly link householders with their Census Collector

through the use of SMS messaging. This will allow householders to request actions such

as the delivery or collection of their Census forms through the Census Inquiry Service.

The use of mobile phone technology is seen as a major advancement in the area of field

procedures for the 2006 Census.

Census Inquiry Serv ice

cont inue d
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To decide on the layout and question wording for the Census form, a program of tests is

conducted before each Census. For the 2006 Census a series of eight tests, including a

dress rehearsal, were carried out in various cities and rural locations between 2002 and

2005.

Test ing

The consultation process led to the inclusion of two new topics in the 2006 Census:

need for assistance and unpaid work. All topics asked in the 2001 Census were retained.

However, questions on the use of personal computers and the Internet have been

replaced with a question on Internet access at the dwelling level. The number of children

ever born question will be asked in the 2006 Census, in line with the ten year cycle for

this question. Further topics were investigated but did not meet the criteria for inclusion.

(See Appendix 1 for a copy of the 2006 Census Household Form.)

WH A T I S ON TH E 20 0 6

CE N S U S FO R M ?

The Census of Population and Housing collects information by self-enumeration. Each

household is asked to fill in the Census form with relatively little assistance from the

Census Collector. Self-enumeration and the need to ensure that the large Census

operation is conducted as efficiently and effectively as possible, imposes constraints on

the types of topics and questions that can be included in the Census. Topics which

require complex questions or question sequencing are not suitable for a Census as the

responses obtained may not be reliable. There is also the need to limit the total number

of questions asked in order to minimise the respondent load on households and Census

costs.

These constraints were reflected in the criteria used to assess topics for inclusion in the

2006 Census. These were:

whether the topic was of major national importance

whether there was a need for data on the topic for small groups in the population or

for small geographic areas

whether the topic was suitable for inclusion in a self-enumerated Census.

Factors considered

After a program of question testing, consideration of submissions received and

consultation with expert groups, the ABS drafted recommendations on the content of

the 2006 Census. These draft recommendations were discussed by the Australian

Statistics Advisory Council (ASAC) in November 2003 and, following further consultation

and testing on some topics, in May 2004. Following these discussions, the ABS presented

a submission to the Government concerning the topics to be included in the 2006

Census. On 10 May 2005 the Government announced its decisions on the 2006 Census.

Regulations associated with the taking of the 2006 Census and an Information Paper:

2006 Census of Population and Housing, Nature and Content (cat. no. 2008.0) have

been tabled in Parliament.

Government decis ion

The views of users were obtained through almost 1000 written submissions, including

700 submissions on the retention of Census forms. A range of consultation meetings

with major users were also held.

Submiss ions received

Users of Census data and the general public were invited to comment on the views

expressed in the paper.

HO W IS CO N T E N T

DE T E R M I N E D  c o n t i n u e d
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For the 2006 Census the ABS will be developing a new way of looking at Census data that

will add value to it by combining information from a sample of individual records over

time between successive Censuses. This information will also be used with information

on specified events such as birth and death registrations, cancer registrations, and

permanent settlement and departure information, for that sample.

This will help to paint a picture of how different situations impact on outcomes for

people by expanding the range of statistical information available from the Census. It will

help answer questions such as ‘why are people where they are today?', 'how did they get

to where they are?' and 'what can be done to improve people's situation?'

The sample of records will be brought together for successive Censuses using variables

such as age, date of birth, sex, country of birth and geographic area. This will not involve

the ABS keeping name and address information for the Census, and by law no data that

is likely to enable the identification of a person can be released from the ABS.

AD D I N G VA L U E TO TH E

CE N S U S

The 2006 Census sees the continuing use of both Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR)

and automatic coding (AC) for the capture of responses.

Most questions will again be answered by householders making horizontal marks on the

form, to indicate their answers from lists of options. For some questions written

responses are required. ICR technology allows hand writing to be read automatically and

translated into classification codes. Responses which cannot be processed automatically

will be processed using online coding systems as used in the 2001 Census.

Recording the answers

The dress rehearsal was conducted to test collection and processing procedures. It was

held on Tuesday, 9 August 2005 in parts of Sydney, Wagga Wagga and Junee in New

South Wales and in parts of Adelaide and Murray Bridge in South Australia.

Test ing  cont inu ed
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CHAP T E R 4 CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Before 2001 all name-identified information from past Censuses was destroyed once the

statistical processing was completed. However, for the 2001 Census the Government

accepted the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional

Affairs report, Saving Our Census and Preserving Our History that saving

name-identified Census information 'for future research, with appropriate safeguards,

will make a valuable contribution to preserving Australia's history for future generations'.

This was particularly true for the 2001 Census as it coincided with the Centenary of

Federation.

AR C H I V I N G CE N S U S

FO R M S - TH E T I M E

CA P S U L E

Completed Census forms will be transferred from the collection centres to the Census

Data Processing Centre (DPC) under secure arrangements. Full-time security personnel

will be employed to prevent any unauthorised access to the processing centre.

To ensure eCensus data is delivered to the ABS securely, the strongest encryption

technology that commonly used browsers will support has been used. Encryption uses

two keys, a public key to encode the data and a private key to decode the data. Without

the key to decode the data, it is unreadable. The encoding key (public key) is widely

known and distributed, but the decoding key (private key) remains confidential to the

ABS. eCensus data sent over the Internet is encoded using the public key, but can only

be decoded by the private key. This means that eCensus data sent to the ABS via the

Internet is not able to be read by anyone other than the ABS.

Comprehensive security arrangements are implemented on the ABS computer system.

These include the use of regularly changed passwords, access control and audit trails. In

accordance with the Act, no results will be released in a way which would enable

particular individuals or households to be identified.

SE C U R I T Y

AR R A N G E M E N T S

The Census collects information relating to each person and household in the country

but it is not concerned with information about individuals as such. The Census is taken

to provide information about the community as a whole and about groups within the

community. The public expects that the information they provide will be kept

confidential and this protection is given by provisions in the Census and Statistics Act

1905. All ABS officers (including temporary employees) are legally bound to secrecy

under the Act never to release identifiable personal information to any person or

organisation outside the ABS. Section 19 of the Act makes it an offence for any past or

present ABS officer to divulge, either directly or indirectly, any confidential information

collected under this Act. The penalty for this offence is a fine of up to $5,000 or

imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years, or both.

TH E GU A R A N T E E OF TH E

AC T
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At the completion of processing, minor adjustments are made to data to protect the

confidentiality of information about individuals while at the same time allowing the

maximum amount of detailed Census data to be released. This is dealt with in more

detail in chapter 7.

RA N D O M AD J U S T M E N T S

In 2006, and for future Censuses, people will again have the option to have their

name-identified information retained and released after 99 years. In order to ensure that

the current high levels of public confidence and cooperation in the Census are

maintained, and to respect the wishes of those who do not want their information

retained for future release, information will only be kept for those persons who explicitly

consent. For privacy reasons the name-identified information will not be available for any

purpose including to courts or tribunals within a 99 year closed access period. If a person

does not explicitly agree to their name-identified Census information being retained

their name and address information will be destroyed once statistical processing has

been completed.

Where consent has been given, the name, address and other Census information for that

person will be transferred to the National Archives of Australia and kept securely, to be

released after 99 years. After this transfer has been completed, the ABS will destroy all

name-identified Census information it holds, including the computer images and the

paper forms. As in the past, the paper forms will be pulped for recycling.

AR C H I V I N G CE N S U S

FO R M S - TH E T I M E

CA P S U L E  c o n t i n u e d
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CHAP T E R 5 CO L L E C T I O N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Prior to each Census the ABS conducts a comprehensive public relations campaign. The

2006 Census campaign includes strategies to:

ensure high levels of awareness of the Census and its benefit to the community

among all Australians

CE N S U S AW A R E N E S S AN D

PU B L I C RE L A T I O N S

The Collection District (CD) is the basic geographic unit of collection. A CD is generally a

Census workload area that one Collector can cover delivering and collecting Census

forms in a specified period. On average there are about 230 dwellings per CD. However,

there may be more in urban CDs and fewer dwellings in rural CDs that cover more

extensive areas. In statistical tables, CDs may be combined to form larger geographic

areas, for example, statistical local areas (SLAs), local government areas (LGAs) and

electoral divisions.

As far as possible, comparability of CD boundaries is maintained between Censuses.

Where a CD has grown too large it is split into two or more CDs, so that when combined

they are still comparable with the previous Census area. CD boundaries are aligned with

LGA and SLA boundaries and, therefore, vary slightly from previous Census CDs where

LGA boundary changes have occurred between Censuses. In the case of population

decline in a CD, the original CD boundary is maintained for comparability.

CO L L E C T I O N D I S T R I C T S

Once the design of the Census forms is completed, work begins on the typesetting and

printing of the forms. For the 2006 Census, the ABS will produce 11.1 million household

forms and 2.8 million personal forms. (See Appendix 1 for a copy of the 2006 Census

Household Form.) Special form types are used for those parts of the population

presenting particular collection challenges such as remote Indigenous communities and

people homeless on Census Night.

In addition, large amounts of material are required for field operations, for example

administrative documents, cartons for transport purposes, training material and manuals.

FO R M PR I N T I N G AN D

OT H E R MA T E R I A L S

The production of accurate maps for use by Census Collectors is important to the

collection of the Census. They make it possible for Census Collectors to deliver and

collect forms from every household in Australia. For the 2006 Census, a computer-based

mapping system has once again been used to produce high quality maps. This system

builds on experience gained last Census in use of computer based mapping.

Considerable effort has been made to evaluate Census Collector comments regarding the

map content of 2001 maps and where possible, to take these into account in maps

produced for 2006. The ABS has also been working with the Public Sector Mapping

Agency to incorporate updated and more detailed mapping information into the Census

maps. The presentation of maps has also been enhanced for 2006.

MA P S
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An efficient collection operation is essential to the success of the Census. As in previous

Censuses, the 2006 Census is self-enumerated. This means that each household is asked

to fill in the details required on the Census form. Assistance is available from the

Collector and the Census Inquiry Service.

A hierarchical structure of temporary staff is used to deliver and collect Census forms. All

staff are appointed under the Census and Statistics Act and are subject to the strict

confidentiality provisions of the Act.

ABS state and territory offices are responsible for the management of all field staff in

their state or territory. The majority of the workforce, just over 30,000 people, are the

Census Collectors. Census Collectors deliver a Census form and Census Guide to every

household in their CD prior to Census Night. Where contact is made on delivery, the

Collector arranges with the householder a convenient time to return and collect the

form after Census Night. Where a Collector is not initially successful in collecting a

Census form he/she is required to return to the household a minimum of three times in

the twenty day period following Census Night to attempt to collect the form. Collectors

are also required to scan questions 1-8 of each form to ensure it has been completed.

It is not always an easy task to deliver and collect Census forms, especially in remote

areas, but Collectors endeavour to contact everyone. This includes people camping in

the outback or travelling and people who live in parks or on the street. In rural areas,

Collectors use any means of transport at their disposal, from walking to travelling by

helicopter, to locate every person who should be included in the Census.

For the first time, an electronic Census form is being offered on line for the 2006 Census.

This option will be widely advertised and details will be available from Collectors.

DE L I V E R Y AN D

CO L L E C T I O N OF FO R M S

ensure high levels of awareness of the Census recruitment campaign (ABS needs to

recruit approximately 43,000 Census field staff around Australia in 2006)

ensure high levels of participation in the Census

ensure high levels of awareness of the option to have name-identified information

archived for 99 years.

The public relations campaign includes paid media advertising and a range of activities

including briefings for community and other public opinion leaders. There is also a

comprehensive program of media contact to inform journalists and commentators about

the Census and to encourage accurate, timely coverage of relevant issues.

An important aspect of the public relations strategy is to raise awareness of procedures

available to obtain help, especially for people who may be disadvantaged through

language or other difficulties in acquiring information about the Census or in completing

their form. In addition, a Census information web site will be operational during the

Census campaign and a Census Guide is produced for every household in Australia (see

Appendix 2 for a copy of the Census Guide).

CE N S U S AW A R E N E S S AN D

PU B L I C RE L A T I O N S

c o n t i n u e d
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Privacy envelopes are provided for anyone who does not wish to have their completed

form seen by their Census Collector or members of the household and for people

enumerated in non-private dwellings. Members of the public are informed of the

availability of privacy envelopes through the public awareness campaign, the Census

Guide and the Census form.

PR I V A C Y EN V E L O P E S

For the 2006 Census all households in caravan parks, marinas, manufactured home

estates and self-care accommodation for the aged will be provided with household

forms. Use of these forms allows statistics to be produced on the families living in this

type of accommodation. This also includes persons living in apartment complexes which

provide long term accommodation. However, short term accommodation in apartment

complexes will be classified as non-private dwellings and each person spending Census

Night in these dwellings will receive a personal form.

PR I V A T E DW E L L I N G

ES T A B L I S H M E N T S

For the enumeration of non-private dwellings such as hotels and hospitals, staff of these

establishments are recruited as Special Collectors and distribute a personal form and a

privacy envelope to each person spending Census Night in that dwelling. Special

Collectors are required to collect the completed forms as soon as possible after Census

Night.

Personal forms are also provided to people on board ships in or between Australian

ports, or on long distance trains or buses on Census Night.

NO N - P R I V A T E DW E L L I N G S

To ensure that public inquiries concerning the 2006 Census are dealt with speedily, the

ABS operates a telephone inquiry service.

The Census Inquiry Service answers public inquiries relating to the Census, advises how

to complete the form and enables householders to request assistance from their

Collector. This process is made possible by the use of SMS messaging which enables

Collectors to receive information relating to householders in their Collection Districts.

This method of communication in the field enhances procedures for Collectors and will

ensure the Collector's workload becomes more manageable.

The Census Inquiry Service includes a telephone interpreter service and a telephone

typewriter (TTY) service for the deaf. The Census Inquiry Service will be supported by a

web site which will also provide details about Census questions and topics.

CE N S U S IN Q U I R Y

SE R V I C E

Area Supervisors are each responsible for training and supervising the work of

approximately 8 to 10 Census Collectors. Their primary role is to ensure accuracy and

completeness of coverage within their areas. In some states and territories, District

Managers are employed to provide assistance at the local level in Census collection

activities, and in these cases Area Supervisors will be responsible to District Managers.

In total, more than 43,000 temporary field and collection staff will be involved in the

delivery and collection of forms. These staff need to be recruited, trained, supplied with

material, supervised and paid on completion of their work. The development and

logistics behind the Census are enormous and require careful planning and

implementation. The distribution and return of materials alone means that trucks

traverse almost the entire length and breadth of Australia.

DE L I V E R Y AN D

CO L L E C T I O N OF FO R M S

c o n t i n u e d
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There are two groups of people whose housing, or lack of, pose particular issues for

collecting Census data. The first group are people who do not have a conventional "roof"

over their heads and who live in places such as on the streets, in parks, under bridges or

in squats. The second group comprises people without a usual address and staying

temporarily in accommodation such as boarding houses, refuges, hostels, hotels/motels,

caravan parks or within the homes of relatives/friends.

For the homeless

With almost one in five of Australians speaking a language other than English at home,

there is a need to provide assistance to households that have difficulties in speaking or

reading English. A strategy has been developed by the ABS to ensure that the best

possible enumeration of ethnic groups is achieved. The communications elements of

this strategy include paid media advertising, providing information to community leaders

and to relevant journalists and commentators, translating brochures into community

languages, and providing information to migrant education units and community groups.

The Census also employs Collectors with skills in languages other than English, and

operates a Language Helpline through the Census Inquiry Service. The Language

Helpline caters for 20 of the most commonly used languages in Australia. If the caller is

not conversant in any of the 20 languages offered by the Census Inquiry Service, a

customer service representative will connect them to an external interpreting service and

set up a 3-way conference between the Census Inquiry Service, the caller, and the

interpreter provided by the external service.

For ethnic groups

The ABS has, after consultation with representatives from a range of organisations

associated with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, developed an Indigenous

Enumeration Strategy. This strategy is a collection of procedures which allow for

potential barriers, caused by cultural factors, to the effective enumeration of Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander people to be addressed. The strategy also encompasses Census

awareness activities aimed at encouraging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to

participate in the Census.

The strategy provides a framework of approaches to cover the enumeration of:

nominated discrete Indigenous communities

other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households.

Central to this strategy is the appointment of Census Field Officers who are involved in

informing urban, regional and remote Indigenous communities, organisations and

groups about the Census and eliciting their assistance and support. The communication

aspects of the strategy includes paid media advertising, a program of contact with

community leaders, briefings for representatives of Indigenous media outlets, use of

posters and leaflets specifically designed for Indigenous communities, and the

dissemination of information about the Census.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander field staff will be recruited in nominated discrete

Indigenous communities to obtain Census information via an interviewer-based form

type. In other communities and in urban and regional areas where Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander people are located, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander field staff will be

recruited to assist with the Census.

SP E C I A L PR O C E D U R E S

For Aborig inal and Torres

Strait Islander people
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A 1998 ABS survey revealed that approximately half a million people with a limitation or

disabling condition of some kind, have difficulty holding a book, turning pages or

reading normal print. Where requested, Census Collectors provide assistance to people

who need it. This ranges from reading of the questions to noting answers. A telephone

typewriter (TTY) service for the deaf will also operate. Census television advertisements

will have subtitling for encoder viewing. As mentioned earlier the eCensus has also been

designed to be accessible for people with visual impairments or limited motor skills

through the use of assistive technologies such as screen readers.

For others

In the lead-up to the 2006 Census, the ABS is liaising with state/territory organisations in

order to gain their assistance in correctly identifying accommodation likely to cater for

the homeless. Prior to Census Night, ABS staff from regional offices will contact groups

providing services for the homeless to identify possible sites where homeless people are

likely to be located. Where possible, members of the homeless community will be

engaged to enumerate 'difficult' areas where significant numbers of homeless people are

likely to spend Census Night.

For the homeless

cont inue d
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CHAP T E R 6 PR O C E S S I N G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Most of the information on families is captured directly from the mark-box responses

provided on the Census form, and for most families the family code can be derived

automatically from these responses. However, for a small number of situations, such as

two families living in the same household or where there are complex relationships

between family members, computer-assisted family coding is required. The computer

directs the coder to the forms that require special family coding and provides response

screens for the coder to enter the codes. An editing program immediately checks the

validity of the family codes supplied and, if invalid, the coder is required to repeat the

process. When the family codes for the household are valid, they are included in the

computer data file.

Family coding

So that basic Census data can be released as soon as possible, processing is split into two

stages. In the first, simple topics such as age, sex and religion are processed. A high

degree of AC is achieved for these topics. The second stage processes complex topics

such as industry, qualifications and occupation, which require substantial manual

intervention, via online coding, to allocate codes to the householder's responses.

F I R S T AN D SE C O N D

ST A G E PR O C E S S I N G

Processing begins with a check to ensure that every form received is ready to be scanned

and that any badly torn, stained or otherwise damaged forms are transcribed to ensure

they will pass successfully through the scanning process. In 2006, for the first time, the

Collector Record Book will be scanned and the data captured.

Scanning involves capturing an image of each page of each form. For the 2006 Census,

data will be captured and processed using the same technologies that were introduced

successfully in 2001, namely imaging, Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR), automatic

repair (AR) and automatic coding (AC). Forms returned electronically will also be

integrated into this processing methodology. Manual intervention may be required to

'repair' unrecognisable characters. Once repaired, all fields for which written responses

are provided are processed through the automatic coding system to create a computer

data file containing only the classification codes. If a code cannot be automatically

determined, then manual intervention via an online coding system takes place.

The use of images of Census forms dramatically reduces the need for the movement of

large volumes of paper at the Census DPC. The ABS has also undertaken a review of the

processing methodology in order to gain further efficiencies.

OP T I C A L L Y AN D

D I G I T A L L Y RE A D I N G TH E

FO R M S

Once all the forms have been collected, they are transported under secure arrangements

to the Census Data Processing Centre (DPC). It is here that data on the forms are

processed to produce the computer data files used to provide Census products for users.

TH E DA T A PR O C E S S I N G

CE N T R E
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Once all the statistical data has been extracted, microfilming for retained records has

been completed and the forms are no longer needed for processing, they will be pulped

and turned into recycled paper and cardboard. The images of the Census forms used

during processing and microfilming are also destroyed.

RE C Y C L I N G AN D

DE S T R U C T I O N

Prior to 2001, forms and other name-identified records were destroyed once the

statistical data required for the purposes of the Census was extracted.

As in 2001, the 2006 Census will give each person the opportunity to have his or her

Census information kept by the National Archives of Australia and then made publicly

available after 99 years. When all the statistical data has been extracted, the responses to

the archiving question will be examined. Where a response to this question clearly

indicates a respondent's agreement to have their Census information retained, and the

form has been signed, the respondent's information will be transferred to the National

Archives of Australia.

AR C H I V I N G OF CE N S U S

FO R M S

The final outcome of the Census DPC work is a file of coded records for each person,

family, and dwelling enumerated in the Census. Once validated, the file becomes the

source of all products containing Census data. The data is released in files and tables that

do not allow the identification of individuals.

F I N A L DA T A

During processing, procedures for deriving or imputing some data items are

implemented by the editing system.

Some data items are derived from other responses given on the Census forms. An

example of a derived characteristic is labour force status. This characteristic is derived for

all people aged 15 years and over and is determined using a decision table which takes

into account the responses (or lack of them) given to several other questions on the

form. These are: full or part-time job; job last week; looked for work; availability to start

work; hours worked and mode of travel to work.

Data imputation is used for a small number of specific data items: age, sex, marital status

and usual residence where responses have not been provided on the Census form. As it

is not usually possible to derive these values from other responses on the same form,

they must be imputed.

IM P U T E D AN D DE R I V E D

DA T A

Some editing is undertaken to reduce the inconsistencies in Census data. The types of

errors that editing procedures can detect are limited to responses and/or codes which

are invalid or inconsistent with other responses on the forms, or which are in conflict

with Census definitions. Once detected, such inconsistencies are dealt with by changing

one or more responses on the basis of decision tables drawn up for this purpose. Some

inconsistencies will remain where it is impossible to determine the true situation from

information provided on the Census form.

ED I T I N G
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Once the forms are in the Census DPC, quality assurance procedures are implemented at

all phases of processing to maximise the accurate recording of information collected and

to eliminate as far as possible any inconsistencies in coding responses. For example, after

automatic and online coding, a sample of forms are manually recoded and inconsistent

answers compared by an adjudicator to determine the source of the error. This

information, along with reports from coders, is examined by continuous improvement

teams, who have the responsibility for identifying quality problems and recommending

ways in which quality can be improved. Coding procedures, indexes, processing systems

and training of staff are the key areas where changes can lead to improved data quality

during processing.

Data Process ing Centre

During the delivery and collection phase of the Census, quality assurance field

procedures are implemented to ensure the maximum coverage of households,

combined with the range of public relations activities aimed at raising awareness of the

Census and the benefits of participation.

For the 2006 Census these quality assurance procedures will be improved by the use of

an online Field Management System (FMS). This system will assist in the earlier

identification of areas where delivery or collection is not proceeding smoothly and

ensure extra assistance and support can be provided to these areas promptly, with

additional intensive follow-up being conducted in relevant areas where deemed

necessary.

QU A L I T Y AS S U R A N C E

Field procedures

As well as making sure that the right questions are asked, it is essential for the

achievement of quality Census data that everybody understands the importance of being

counted and of giving the right answers in the Census. A crucial factor in this respect is

the public awareness campaign referred to in chapter 5.

PU B L I C AW A R E N E S S

To begin with, the method employed to obtain information in the Australian Census is

one of self-enumeration in which each household is asked to complete the Census form

with relatively little assistance from the Census Collector. To make sure that this

approach is successful, a series of tests is conducted before each Census to gauge public

reaction to the form and the questions in it. This is dealt with in more detail in chapter 3.

F I E L D TE S T I N G

As with other statistical collections, the ABS strives to ensure that high quality data are

obtained from the Census. To this end, extensive effort is put into the form design,

collection procedures, the public awareness campaign and accurate processing of the

information collected.

H I G H QU A L I T Y DA T A
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Errors created during the processing of the Census are kept at an acceptable level by

means of quality assurance procedures. These involve sample checking during coding

operations, and taking corrective action where necessary. (See Quality Assurance)

Processing error

Computer editing procedures are used to detect and correct obvious errors made by

individuals in completing the form (for example, a six year old person in the labour

force). However, such procedures cannot detect and correct all householders' errors and

some remain in final output.

Respondent error

People who are counted in the Census do not necessarily answer all the questions which

apply to them. While questions of a sensitive nature are generally excluded from the

Census, all topics have an element of non-response. However, this element can be

measured and is generally low. In those instances where a householder does not provide

a response to a question, a 'not stated' code is allocated during processing, with the

exception of non-response to age, sex, marital status and the statistical local area (SLA) of

usual residence. This data is used in population estimates and so these variables are

imputed, using other information on the Census form and specially constructed random

tables based on the distribution of the population according to these variables at the

previous Census.

Part ial response

Despite efforts to obtain full coverage of people and dwellings, it is inevitable that a small

number of people will be missed and some will be counted more than once. In Australia

more people are missed from the Census than are counted more than once. The net

effect when both factors are taken into account is referred to as undercounting.

As well as affecting the total population counts, undercounting can bias other Census

statistics because the characteristics of missed people are different from those of

counted people. In Australia, rates of undercounting vary significantly for different

population groups depending on factors such as age, sex and geographic area. A

measure of the extent of undercounting is obtained from a sample survey of households

undertaken shortly after the Census, called the Post Enumeration Survey. The

undercount of people who were present in Australia on 2001 Census Night was 1.8%.

SO U R C E S OF ER R O R

Undercount ing

After the Census, an evaluation of the Census data is carried out to inform users of the

data about its quality, and to help plan the next Census. Investigation of the effect of

partial response, consistency checks between related questions, comparisons with data

from other sources and demographic analysis are undertaken for various Census topics.

Much of the information gathered about the quality of Census data will be distributed in

the form of data quality statements that may accompany or be referenced by Census

output products. There may be more specialised data quality evaluation reports on

issues or topics of interest after Census data has been released.  This information also

helps the ABS to plan for the next Census.

EV A L U A T I N G TH E

OU T C O M E

Despite these efforts, the Census, like all statistical collections, is subject to a number of

sources of error, and some of the errors defy detection and correction. Testing has

indicated the effect of these errors is generally slight, although it could be more

significant for analyses of data for small groups or very detailed cross-classifications.

RE S I D U A L ER R O R S
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Minor adjustments are made to the information to allow the maximum of detailed

Census data possible to be released without breaching the confidentiality of individual

responses. For this reason, great care should be taken when interpreting data in small

cells, since randomisation, as well as possible respondent and processing errors, have a

greater proportional impact on them than on larger cells.

I N T R O D U C E D RA N D O M

AD J U S T M E N T
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Census products will be available via online services. Some printed publications will also

be available. Customised products can be in the form of hardcopy or provided

electronically on CD-ROM or via email.

PR O D U C T S AV A I L A B L E

Population estimates (estimated resident population) are derived by making two

adjustments to the usual residence Census counts. The first is an adjustment for Census

undercounting as measured by the Post Enumeration Survey (see chapter 7 on Quality).

This adjustment is made to the counts of males and females by age for Australia,

states/territories and at the statistical local area (SLA) level. The second adjustment is the

addition of estimates of Australian residents temporarily overseas on Census Night. This

adjustment is also made by age at SLA level.

PO P U L A T I O N ES T I M A T E S

Census data will be released on two different bases: place of usual residence and place of

enumeration.

Census data at place of usual residence are based on the reported usual residence of all

people enumerated on Census Night. Overseas visitors and Australians overseas are

excluded. Usual addresses are coded to Collection Districts (CDs). Usual residence

Census data will be available for CDs and aggregates of CDs.

Census data at place of enumeration are based on each person's actual location on

Census Night. Overseas visitors are included while Australians overseas are excluded.

CE N S U S DA T A

As with the 2001 Census, there will be a two-staged release of the data. The first release

will contain a wide range of topics and be available for most geographic areas. The

remaining data, which require extensive coding, will be released progressively thereafter,

with all data released via the Internet.

TW O - S T A G E D RE L E A S E

For the 2006 Census most electronic products released will be disseminated via the

Internet. A range of new Internet products will be developed which will make it easier

for users with a variety of sophistication levels to access the data they need.

I N T E R N E T SE R V I C E S

The ABS is developing a range of products and services from the 2006 Census to meet

the objective of providing users of statistics with the information they need. The 2006

Census results will be published mainly via the Internet. There will also be a national

compendium publication available in hardcopy along with some state-based publications.

Emphasis will be placed on providing a timely and responsive range of products.

PR O D U C T DE V E L O P M E N T
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The Community Profiles Series will continue to be available for the 2006 Census. Each

Community Profile is a set of tables containing key Census characteristics of people,

families and dwellings covering most topics on the Census form. Below is a list of the

type of community profiles expected to be released for 2006.

Usual residence

Place of enumeration

Expanded community

Community Prof i les

A small number of printed publications will be used to disseminate broad results and

some detailed statistics from the 2006 Census. At this stage the publications planned for

release include the following:

A national compendium publication broadly based around the idea of the

Statistician's Reports which were originally released for the 1911 to 1961 Censuses

2006 Census of Population and Housing: Population Growth and Distribution,

Australia (cat. no. 2035.0)

Population Distribution, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2006

(cat. no. 4705.0)

Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2006

(cat. no. 4713.0)

Social Atlas for each state and territory.

Also, a number of reference publications will be released enabling clients to understand

what the Census data and various geographical codes mean. These include the 2006

Census Dictionary. All of this reference information will also be available via the Internet.

Printed publicat ions

The Internet will continue to be the main dissemination tool for the 2006 Census. Basic

information from the 2006 Census will be available for most geographic levels via the

Internet for free, while a few Internet products which will provide more detailed

information, are likely to be available for some cost. Previously the ABS released Census

data as a defined range of products containing predefined tables for most levels of

geography. While the Community Profile Series will still be available in 2006, other

Internet-based products will also be available. These products will have greater flexibility,

allowing clients to choose topics rather than just geography and even to have some

ability to create or alter cross-classifications. Overall a wider range of data will be available

as standard Census output than was the case for the 2001 Census.

At this stage information planned for electronic release includes:

QuickStats - basic summary information available for most areas of geography

Quickmaps - a choice of basic information in a map form

Community Profiles - a selection of predefined tables available for most areas of

geography

Census topics - a choice of tables by various topics

Census tables - a choice of tables by various geographic areas

Detailed area data - allows some selection and combination of geographic areas and

topics to produce tables and maps

Tablebuilder - allows clients to construct their own tables via an interactive web

interface

Please note that these products and their titles are still subject to change.

Internet-based products
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A key part of the free access strategy for the Census is the Library Extension Program

(LEP) which provides Census statistics via the Internet and through printed publications

to the National Library, university libraries and a wide network of State and public

libraries. There are more than 600 libraries spread across Australia in the LEP.

For more detailed information about the 2006 Census Output Program, consult the

following publications via the Census button on the ABS web site at <www.abs.gov.au>

or call the ABS for a printed copy.

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Proposed Products and

Services (cat. no. 2011.0) which documents the full range of products and services that

are proposed for release; and

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, ABS Views on Census

Output Strategy (cat. no. 2009.0) which sets out the goals for 2006 Census output, the

strategies to achieve them and the initial proposed range of products and services.

PU B L I C AC C E S S TH R O U G H

L I B R A R I E S

Working population

Time series

Indigenous

All profiles will be available electronically or can be printed on demand by ABS Client

Services according to the preference of the client. The Community Profiles are expected

to be available free of charge, to all users, via the Internet. Area selections for these

profiles will be through an intuitive, drill-down map or locality interface. As well as

Community Profiles for standard areas, clients will be able to specify their own

combination of Census geographic areas and particular tables from the profile data base

to obtain a Community Profile customised to their needs.

Community Prof i les

cont inue d
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CHAP T E R 9 US E S OF CE N S U S DA T A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Objective:  A local government council wanted to look at the impact of high density

rental accommodation on the demand for recreational and transport facilities.

Recreat ion and public

transport faci l i t ies

Objective:  To select the best areas to establish breast cancer screening clinics.

Data use:  Census data was used to identify and map the target population for breast

cancer clinics for an area health service in a large city. Maps were created in which

women aged between 50 and 69 years were displayed according to their postcode, and

major shopping centres, main roads and public transport routes were added to the maps

to indicate whether the proposed clinic sites were easily accessible.

Result:  The areas most in need of new breast cancer clinics were identified, as were

indicators of ease of access to the proposed clinics.

Breast cancer clinics

To give an idea of the uses to which Census data can be put, here are some of the ways

in which they have been used in the past, both commercially and for community

projects.

SO M E SP E C I F I C

EX A M P L E S

The Census also provides the characteristics of the population and its housing to

support the planning, administration and policy development activities of governments,

business and other users. For example, these characteristics have been used to study the

social and economic circumstances of particular population groups.

While some of this information is available from other sources, only a Census can

provide the information for the country as a whole and for small geographic areas and

small population groups.

Planning and

administrat ion

The official population estimates are used to allocate Commonwealth funds to state and

local governments, and to determine the number of seats each state and territory has in

the House of Representatives.

Allocat ion of funds and

federal seats

The ABS itself has had over half a million requests for data from the 2001 Census. In

addition, there are many inquiries made to libraries and other organisations that

disseminate Census data. A greater level of demand is expected from the 2006 Census.

Public inquir ies

Census data form the basis of many of the ABS' most widely used products and services.

One is the official population estimates which are updated each quarter. Census data are

also used in compiling the monthly employment and unemployment statistics and the

national accounts. The Census counts of the number of people in each geographic area

are also used in the framework for selecting the samples used in ABS household surveys.

A W I D E VA R I E T Y OF US E S

The basis of other ABS

stat is t ics
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Objective:  The company wished to expand and wanted to select the best area in which

to locate a new outlet.

Fast food company

Objective:  The Department of Health and Aged Care wished to allocate funding for

existing child care centres.

Data use:  The Department received Census data on the number of children, by age, for

the locations of the centres.

Result:  The funding was allocated based on the number of children in each centre's

catchment area.

Government chi ld care

Objective:  The company wanted to know if they were broadcasting the right type of

non-English programs for the people living in their region.

Data use:  The company received Census data for the region showing where people had

been born and what languages they spoke at home.

Result:  The broadcasting company was able to better meet the needs of the non-English

speaking residents in its area.

Broadcast ing company

Objective:  A church welfare group wanted to select the area most in need of homes and

care for the aged.

Data use:  The ABS was able to provide the group with Census data on age, income, and

home ownership for the different areas it was looking at for possible locations.

Result:  The group was able to assist the aged who were most in need of homes and care.

Homes for the aged

Objective:  A charity needed to plan effective door-knock appeals, by targeting the best

areas to approach.

Data use:  By reviewing past campaigns, the charity knew that certain family types above

a particular income level were more likely to donate. Using Census data, the charity

selected areas with the highest density of that family type and with a high proportion of

that income level. They planned door-knock appeals in those areas, and used cheaper,

less time-consuming methods of collection, such as letterbox drops, in other areas.

Result:  The charity was able to target its donors more accurately, raising a higher rate of

donation for each door knocker.

Chari ty organisat ion

Data use:  The council, using Census dwelling data, mapped areas of Housing

Commission rented dwellings together with population density. By identifying areas with

a significant proportion of high density rented Housing Commission properties and the

population within those areas, the town planner could determine if the recreational and

public transport facilities were adequate.

Result:  The council could plan more effectively for present and future needs for

recreational and public transport facilities.

Recreat ion and public

transport faci l i t ies

cont inue d
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Data use:  The company gave the ABS the age range they wished to target along with the

general area in which they wished to locate the store. Census data showed the company

where the greatest concentration of the population in the target age range lived within

the proposed area.

Result:  The company was able to decide where to locate its new store.

Fast food company

cont inue d
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CHAP T E R 1 0 OT H E R IN F O R M A T I O N PA P E R S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of Publications

and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). The Catalogue is available from any ABS office (see back

page). Publications are available from the ABS web site at <www.abs.gov.au>. Data

users can access an expanded range of free post-1998 publications on the web site.

There is a daily Release Notifications service which users can subscribe to via the ABS

web site, picking the topics that are of interest. This service notifies users by email when

the relevant publications are released, and provides links to the ABS web site so that the

publications can be downloaded shortly after 11:30 on their day of release. Subscription

details can be altered, or the service unsubscribed to, at any time.

The following publications may be of interest.

2001 Census of Population and Housing: Population Growth and Distribution,

Australia (cat. no. 2035.0)

Information Paper: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Data Quality -

Undercount (cat. no. 2940.0)

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, ABS Views on Content

and Procedures (cat. no. 2007.0)

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Nature and Content (cat.

no. 2008.0)

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, ABS Views on Census

Output Strategy (cat. no. 2009.0)

Information Paper: 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Proposed Products and

Services (cat. no. 2011.0)

2006 Census Dictionary (cat. no. 2901.0) (scheduled for release mid 2006)

PU B L I C A T I O N S
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APP E N D I X 3 CO N T E N T OF CE N S U S E S FR O M 19 1 1 TO 20 0 6 . . . .

*Life insurance
********Income

*War service
(25)*Unpaid work

*Child care
*Holidays

(24)*******(23)**Educational qualifications
*****    age left school

******(22)*********    current schooling
****(21)*    highest level attained

Education:
(20)*

Personal Computers and
Internet

***************Religion
****(19)*(18)*(17)*(16)*(15)*Language use

(14)*Need for assistance
*Handicaps

***Blindness, deaf-mutism
**

Number of overseas
residents or visitors

********    5 years ago
***(13)****    1 year ago

Internal migration usual
residence:

********(12)*
Usual residence at Census

time

*Number of usual residents
**(11)*Ethnic origin
******(10)*(10)*(9)*******

Aboriginal/Torres Strait
Islander origin (Race)

****(8)**(7)*********Citizenship
***************

Year of Arrival (period of
residence in Australia)

*(6)********Birthplace of parents
***************Birthplace

*Orphanhood
***

Number of dependent
children

****    `ever had'
**    all marriages

**    previous marriage
********    existing marriage

Number of children:
**Married more than once

*Duration of widowhood
(5)***********Duration of existing marriage

****(4)*(3)*(2)*********
Relationship (family

structure)

***************Marital status
***************Sex

(1)***************Age
***************Name

200620011996199119861981197619711966196119541947193319211911TOP ICS

 

Asterisks are used to indicate the year in which particular topics were included in the Census. The numbers in the

brackets refer to the explanatory notes at the end of this table.
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***(52)*Reason dwelling unoccupied
*

Number of extra homes
owned or being purchased

**Method of sewerage disposal
*****Farm dwelling

**Sleeping out
*    cooking

***    television
****    kitchen
*****    bathroom

*    toilet
**    water supply

(51)******    electricity
(51)******    gas

Facilities:
******Date of building

**Material of roof
(50)**********Material of walls

(49)*(48)*(47)*Other dwelling (classification)
***************

Non-private dwelling
(classification)

(46)******(45)*********
Private dwelling classification

(Type of dwelling structure)

*Dwelling Internet connection
*(44)********Number of vehicles

(43)*(43)*(43)*(41)*(42)*(41)*(40)*Housing loan repayment
***************Rent

(39)**(39)*****(38)*(37)*(36)*(36)*Type of landlord
**(34)*(35)*(35)*(35)*(35)*(34)********

Tenure (nature of
occupancy)

(33)***********Number of rooms
*******Number of bedrooms
***************

Household address on
Census Night

*Retirement benefits scheme
*Type of benefits received
*Motor vehicle licences
*Motor bike licences

*******Mode of travel to work
*******(32)*Journey to work

(30)*(30)*(30)*(31)*(31)*(31)*(30)*(30)**Hours worked
*************(29)*(29)*Industry (28)
****(27)***********Occupation

*****    unemployment cause
******

    unemployment
duration

*****(26)**********
Labour force (occupational

status):

200620011996199119861981197619711966196119541947193319211911TOP ICS
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(1) For the 2006 Census, the person is asked for either date of birth or age.

(2) Prior to and including 1976, the term relationship to head was used.

(3) The term head was considered inappropriate and relationship to Person 1 was asked.

(4) Since 1986 relationship to Person 1/Person 2 has been asked.

(5) Year of first marriage was used.

(6) Since 2001 the country of birth of parents questions were replaced by questions asking whether a person's parents

were born in Australia or overseas

(7) Prior to 1976, nationality rather than citizenship was asked.

(8) Since 1986 the person has been asked whether or not they were an Australian citizen.

(9) In all Censuses prior to 1971, respondents were required to state their race and, where race was mixed, to specify the

proportion of each.

(10) In the 1971 and 1976 Censuses, a question with response categories of European, Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander

and Other was included.

(11) A question on each person's ancestry was asked for the first time in 1986.

(12) The 1961 Census asked for state of usual residence.

(13) State level only.

(14) Need for assistance questions will cover the areas of self care, movement and communication. Reason for need for

assistance or supervision will also be asked.

(15) Question asked whether the person could read and write.

(16) Question asked whether the person could read and write a foreign language if unable to read and write English.

(17) The 1976 Census asked for all languages regularly used.

(18) In 1981 ability to speak English was asked.

(19) Since 1986 two separate questions have been asked - language used and ability to speak English.

(20) Questions on usage of personal computers and the Internet were asked for the first time in 2001.

(21) Included a question where respondents reported their highest level of educational achievement.

(22) Since 1976, a question on attendance at school or other educational institution has been asked.

(23) Since 1971, people aged 15 or more have been asked whether they had obtained a qualification. If so, information on

the name of highest qualification obtained, field of study, the name of institution and the year obtained was collected.

(24) In 2006, the question asking at which institution was the persons highest qualification obtained will be removed, as

evaluation of the use of this question during processing found there was little or no benefit in it being asked. In 2006, the

response options for the year qualification completed question will be altered to a choice of "Yes, before 1998" or "No,

1998 or later", with 1998 being the year the Australian Qualifications Framework was introduced.

(25) In 2006 unpaid work was asked for the first time. These questions will include unpaid domestic work, unpaid care

due to a disability, long term illness or old age, unpaid child care and voluntary work.

(26) In the Censuses since 1981, respondents have been required to answer a series of questions from which labour force

status was coded.

(27) An additional question - main tasks or duties performed in the occupation has been asked since 1986.

(28) Place of work was first collected in 1954.

(29) Employer's occupation was asked in 1911 and 1921.

(30) In 1971, 1976 and since 1996 the hours worked question has focused on hours worked in all jobs held in the week

prior to the Census.

(31) The 1981, 1986 and 1991 Censuses asked for hours worked in the main job in the week prior to the Census.
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(32) Journey to work topic has been derived from coding of address of usual residence and address of workplace to

obtain origins and destinations of travel to work. The name of this topic will be changed to be "Workplace Address" for

the 2006 Census.

(33) Data was collected but not processed.

(34) From 1911 to 1971, and since 1996, a direct question on nature of occupancy was asked.

(35) From 1976 to 1991, nature of occupancy data was derived from mortgage and rent questions.

(36) If paying rent to a Government Authority in 1954 or a State Housing Authority in 1961, respondents were instructed

to write 'Tenant (G)'.

(37) Tenants in 1966 had the option of marking the relevant State Housing Authority or 'other landlord'.

(38) In 1971, response categories comprised State Housing Authority, employer or other landlord.

(39) The number of landlord response categories rose from three (from 1971 until 1991) to seven in 1996 and 2001, and

will rise to eight for the 2006 Census.

(40) In 1976 the monthly payment made on first and second mortgages was asked.

(41) Average monthly payment for total mortgages was asked.

(42) Monthly payment made on the loans for the dwelling was asked.

(43) Those with mortgage repayments had the option of writing the weekly, fortnightly or monthly amount paid.

(44) In 2001 this question also asked for the number of motorbikes and motor scooters. Asking for motorbikes and motor

scooters will be removed in 2006.

(45) This question has been completed by the Census Collector since 1976.

(46) This question will move from the back of the Census form to the Collector Record Book in 2006.

(47) In 1996 a new classification was developed for Other Dwellings. It included caravans in caravan parks, boats in

marinas, manufactured home estates and self-care units in accommodation for the retired or aged, all of which were

enumerated using household forms. In 1986 and 1991, caravans in caravan parks and boats in marinas were included in

the Non-Private Dwelling classification.

(48) An additional category - apartment complexes (with mixed occupancy) was included in Other Dwellings.

(49) The name of the topic will change to Private Dwelling Establishments for the 2006 Census and will be moved from

the back of the Census form to the Collector Record Book.

(50) The question was answered by the Census Collector in 1981.

(51) In 1976, type of fuel or power used for household purposes was asked.

(52) Completed by the Census Collector in the Censuses from 1971 to 1986.

68 A B S • HO W A U S T R A L I A T A K E S A CE N S U S • 2 9 0 3 . 0 • 2 0 0 6

A P P E N D I X 3 • CO N T E N T OF CE N S U S E S FR O M 1 9 1 1 T O 2 0 0 6





www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All ABS statistics can be downloaded free of charge from
the ABS web site.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O P U B L I C A T I O N S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Data already published that can be provided within five
minutes will be free of charge. Our information consultants
can also help you to access the full range of ABS
information – ABS user pays services can be tailored to
your needs, time frame and budget. Specialists are on
hand to help you with analytical or methodological advice.
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A range of ABS publications is available from public and
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to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require,
or visit our web site for a list of libraries.
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