
73Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
70Appendix 2—List of supplementary data cubes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
69Appendix 1—Mapping of recorded crime offences to ANZSOC . . . . . . . . . . . .
58Explanatory Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A D D I T I O N A L I N F O R M A T I O N

38Victims of crime, states and territories4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19Victims of assault, states and territories3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9Victims of crime, Australia2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5Introduction1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

C H A P T E R S

3List of tables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

page

C O N T E N T S

E M B A R G O : 1 1 . 3 0 A M ( C A N B E R R A T I M E ) T H U R S 2 3 J U N 2 0 1 1

RECORDED CRIME - VICTIMS A U S T R A L I A

4510.02 0 1 0

For further information
about these and related
statistics, contact the
National Information and
Referral Service on
1300 135 070 or
Brad Petry on Melbourne
(03) 9615 7375.

I N Q U I R I E S

w w w . a b s . g o v . a u



B r i a n P i n k

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

The ABS acknowledges the valuable contribution of the Board of Management of the

National Crime Statistics Unit (NCSU), the National Crime Statistics Advisory Group and

the staff of the various agencies that provide the data that are presented in this

publication.

AC K N O W L E D G M E N T S

More information about the Australian Bureau of Statistics' (ABS) activities in the field of

crime and justice statistics is available from the Crime and Justice theme page on the ABS

website. Details of other ABS publications relating to crime and justice statistics can be

found in paragraph 74 of the Explanatory Notes.

I N F O R M A T I O N ON AB S

CR I M E AN D JU S T I C E

Discrepancies may occur between sums of component items and totals across tables due

to rounding and randomisation applied to protect the confidentiality of individuals.

RO U N D I N G

The 2010 publication marks a break in series for the collection; therefore, comparisons

should not be made between data in this publication and victims data published prior to

2011. For more information, refer to paragraph 3 of the Explanatory Notes.

In the 2010 publication, there has also been a change to the structure of the Recorded

Crime–Victims publication from previous issues. Chapter 1 presents an introduction to

the Recorded Crime–Victims collection. Chapter 2 presents data about victims and their

characteristics at the national level. Chapter 3 presents information and selected state

level data about victims of assault, and explains the differences in recording assault

across states and territories. Chapter 4 presents selected data about victims for selected

states and territories; the relationship of an offender to the victim and the Indigenous

status of victims.

CH A N G E S IN TH I S I S S U E

The statistics contained in this publication are derived from administrative systems

maintained by state and territory police. Although national standards and classifications

are used, differences over time in the level of recorded crime may reflect factors other

than a change in the incidence of crime. Details of differences that impact on the

statistics are in the Explanatory Notes paragraphs 36–49.

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N OF

RE S U L T S

This publication presents national crime statistics relating to victims of a selected range

of offences that have been recorded by police. These statistics provide indicators of the

level and nature of recorded crime victimisation in Australia and a basis for measuring

change over time. As not all crimes are reported to or recorded by police, other data

sources can assist in providing a more comprehensive view of crime levels in society.
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CHAP T E R 1 IN T R O D U C T I O N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

This publication presents statistics on incidents of victimisation for a selected range of

offences that came to the attention of police and were recorded by them in the period

1 January 2010 to 31 December 2010.

This chapter provides an introduction to the Recorded Crime – Victims collection.

Chapter 2 presents data about victims and their characteristics at the national level.

Chapter 3 presents data about the characteristics of victims of assault for states and

territories. Chapter 4 presents selected data about victims for selected states and

territories; the relationship of an offender to the victim and the Indigenous status of

victims.

For ease of reading, some terms have been abbreviated throughout this publication. The

offence category 'unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter' has been

abbreviated to 'unlawful entry with intent', and 'homicide and related offences' has been

abbreviated to 'homicide'.

RE C O R D E D CR I M E –

V I C T I M S , AU S T R A L I A

Following the implementation of the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS), there

has been significant change to the basis of the Recorded Crime – Victims collection when

compared with previous years. Following implementation actions by states and

territories, the 2010 publication marks the first year in a break in series for the collection;

therefore comparisons should not be made between data in this publication and

Recorded Crime – Victims statistics published prior to 2011. For more information, refer

to paragraph 3 of the Explanatory Notes.

BR E A K IN SE R I E S

Police are the primary agency responsible for the prevention, detection and investigation

of criminal incidents. At the point where an incident of crime victimisation occurs, there

are a number of ways in which this can be measured and a number of stages where a

measurement can be taken. This can range from the time that a person perceives that

they have been a victim, through to reporting to police and the laying of charges.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) produces two key data sources that can inform

the community about crime victimisation. The first of these is a measure of crimes

reported to and recorded by police; and the second is a household survey collecting

direct reports from members of the public about their experiences of crime. Neither of

these sources can provide a complete measure of crime victimisation, but together they

provide a more comprehensive picture of victimisation than either measure alone. Both

sources have a number of limitations, however, of which users should be aware. For

more detailed information about the differences between these sources and the

implications on data comparability, refer to the publication Measuring Victims of Crime:

A Guide to Using Administrative and Survey Data, June 2011 (cat. no. 4500.0.55.001).

ME A S U R I N G CR I M E

V I C T I M I S A T I O N IN

AU S T R A L I A
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National statistics require a level of uniformity when compiling data from different states

and territories. A number of standards, classifications, and counting rules have been

developed since the inception of this collection to improve national data comparability.

A National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) was developed to address the lack of a

uniform standard in the initial police recording processes. This standard complements

the already established classifications and counting rules for the Recorded Crime –

Victims collection and improves the level of comparability of these statistics across

jurisdictions.

The NCRS, comprising a uniform set of business rules and requirements, has been

developed in collaboration with police agencies across Australia to guide the recording

and counting of criminal incidents for statistical purposes and enable consistency in

recording. A comprehensive set of scenarios has also been developed which underpin

the rules and requirements of the NCRS and provides police agencies with guidance

about how an incident should be recorded from the point at which it comes to police

attention, to the point at which it is compiled into crime statistics. The main objective of

the NCRS is to provide clear guidance to police agencies on the criteria to be considered

when making a judgement as to what should be recorded on police recording systems to

meet the requirements of national crime statistics reporting.

TH E NA T I O N A L CR I M E

RE C O R D I N G ST A N D A R D

(N C R S )

Depending on the type of offence, a victim can be a person, a premises, an organisation

or a motor vehicle. Victims are counted once for each type of offence that they are

recorded as having experienced by police. Therefore, a person reporting a crime with

multiple offences in the same incident may either be counted multiple times, or may be

counted only once, depending on the types of offences committed during the incident.

For example, a victim who was robbed and abducted in the same incident would be

counted separately as a victim under the offences of robbery and kidnapping/abduction.

Conversely, a victim of multiple assaults in the same incident would be counted only

once as the offences committed all fall within the same offence group. For these reasons,

it is not meaningful to aggregate the number of victims across each offence type, as this

cannot produce a 'total number of victims'; it is only meaningful to look at victim counts

within each offence category.

For further information about the scope and counting methodology of this collection

refer to paragraphs 5–12 and 26–33 of the Explanatory Notes.

Count ing unit

Recorded crime statistics are the result of a process where incidents come to police

attention and a subsequent decision-making process is carried out by police in

accordance with criminal law and organisational business practices. As such they are

subject to different legislation, rules of operation and procedures in different

jurisdictions. A 'Differences in Recorded Crime Statistics' project completed by the ABS

in 2005 found that differences between jurisdictions in police recording systems,

business rules, procedures, and legislation, could partly explain differences in recorded

crime across states and territories for certain offence types, in addition to changes in the

incidence of criminal victimisation. This was found to be particularly the case for the

offence of assault. As a result, this publication does not present national statistics for

assault, although such data are available for individual states and territories in Chapter 3.

RE C O R D E D CR I M E –

V I C T I M S , AU S T R A L I A

c o n t i n u e d
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The Crime Victimisation, Australia publication (cat. no. 4530.0) presents annual results

from the ABS national Crime Victimisation Survey, conducted as part of the ABS

Multipurpose Household Survey. The survey collects data about victims for a selected

range of personal and household offences, including whether victims reported these

incidents to police and characteristics of the most recent incident they experienced. The

ABS recommends that due to residual comparability issues across states and territories in

Recorded Crime – Victims statistics that data from the survey be used for

cross-jurisdictional comparisons. The Crime Victimisation Survey provides an additional

source of data on crime victimisation for the selected crimes, and includes crime not

reported to or detected by police.

Information from the Crime Victimisation Survey should be viewed as complementary to

the data published in this publication. Caution should be exercised in making any direct

comparisons between recorded crime statistics and data from ABS household surveys,

however, due to the different scope and coverage, methods of measurement and

sources of error. For more detailed information about the differences between crime

OT H E R SO U R C E S OF

V I C T I M I S A T I O N DA T A

Crime Vict imisat ion,

Austral ia

The Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (ANZSOC)

(cat. no. 1234.0) provides a basis for the standardised collection, analysis and

dissemination of offence data within crime and justice statistics. In 2011, the offence

classification title changed from the Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC) to

the Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (ANZSOC), however

changes were not made to the content of the classification.

TH E AU S T R A L I A N AN D

NE W ZE A L A N D ST A N D A R D

OF F E N C E CL A S S I F I C A T I O N

(A N Z S O C )

While the NCRS has improved aspects of comparability of the Recorded Crime – Victims

collection, some residual issues remain around the treatment of the offence of assault.

The comparability of assault statistics across jurisdictions is problematic and data should

not be compared across jurisdictions. For further information about differences across

jurisdictions refer to Chapter 3 of this publication.

Residual data issues

The application of the rules and requirements of the NCRS enable the recording of crime

for statistical purposes in a comparable manner. At the same time, the NCRS still allows

for the recording and retention of other kinds of operational information on police

systems to support investigation and law enforcement operations. Given the nature of

policing, many factors ultimately influence the level of recorded crime. Social, cultural

and economic factors may influence the level of criminal offending, victimisation or the

level of reporting to police. Recorded crime statistics are the by-product of an

administrative recording system and will be affected by changes within that system. The

introduction of new technologies or changes in police business practices and resources

are also likely to influence levels of recorded crime which may not necessarily reflect

changes in the actual number of criminal incidents that occur within the community.

Changes to legislation may also have an impact on the level of recorded crime and on

the types of offences recorded over time and between states and territories.

The implementation of the NCRS has been progressively undertaken by states and

territories in recent years to further improve the level of comparability across

jurisdictions. Data in this publication are based on the first full year of data after NCRS

implementation was undertaken by jurisdictions.

TH E NA T I O N A L CR I M E

RE C O R D I N G ST A N D A R D

(N C R S )  c o n t i n u e d
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victimisation data sources and the implications for data comparability, refer to the

publication Measuring Victims of Crime: A Guide to Using Administrative and Survey

Data, June 2011 (cat. no. 4500.0.55.001). More information is also available in paragraphs

50–52 of the Explanatory Notes.

Crime Vict imisat ion,

Austral ia  cont inued
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CHAP T E R 2 V I C T I M S OF CR I M E , AU S T R A L I A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

During 2010, 39% (90) of victims of murder were aged 45 years and over, with 9% (20) of

victims aged 65 years and over.

Victims of robbery were most common in the 15–24 years age group, with 47% (5,833) of

all victims of robbery in this age group (Table 2.2).

(a) Does not include victims for whom sex was not specified. Excludes organisations as victims.

Murder

Attempted murder

Sexual assault

Kidnapping/abduction

Robbery

Blackmail/extortion

0 15 30 45 60 75 90
%

Males
Females

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by sex

In 2010, more males than females were victims of homicide (62%), robbery (65%), and

blackmail/extortion (65%). More females than males were victims of sexual assault (85%)

and kidnapping/abduction (58%).

V I C T I M CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S

Sex and Age

In 2010, the Australian victimisation rates for selected person offence categories were:

! Murder, 1.0 victims per 100,000 persons

! Attempted murder, 0.9 victims per 100,000 persons

! Manslaughter, 0.1 victims per 100,000 persons

! Sexual assault, 79.5 victims per 100,000 persons

! Kidnapping/abduction, 2.7 victims per 100,000 persons

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E

This chapter presents national statistics about incidents of victimisation for a selected

range of offences that came to the attention of state and territory police and were

recorded by them in the period 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2010. The statistics

provide information about victim characteristics and the nature of the criminal incidents.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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In 2010, a weapon was used against the victim in 71% (140) of attempted murders, 67%

(154) of murders, and 39% (5,648) of robberies. A knife was the most common weapon

type used against the victim in the following offences: murder (33%), attempted murder

(28%), and robbery (18%). A weapon was not used against the victim in 98% (17,350) of

sexual assaults, 89% (532) of kidnappings/abductions, and 61% (8,876) of robberies.

WE A P O N US E

(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence (see Glossary).
Includes all victim types.
(b) Includes all other locations and unspecified locations.

Murder

Sexual assault

Kidnapping/abduction

Robbery

Unlawful entry with intent

Motor vehicle theft

Other theft

0 20 40 60 80 100
%

Residential
Street/footpath
Retail
Other(b)

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by locat ion

Residential locations were the most likely place of occurrence for murder, attempted

murder, sexual assault and unlawful entry with intent. For victims of motor vehicle theft,

this offence was most likely to have occurred in a community location, followed by a

residential location.

Robbery victims were most likely to be victimised in a community location, most

commonly on a street or footpath (46%).

Victims of kidnapping/abduction were most likely to be victims on a street or footpath

(46%). Other theft mainly occurred in retail locations (33%) and residential locations

(29%) (Table 2.4).

LO C A T I O N OF OF F E N C E

(a) Does not include victims for whom age was not specified. Excludes organisations as victims.

Murder Sexual assault Kidnapping/
abduction

Robbery Blackmail/
extortion

%

0

10

20

30

40

50
0–14 years
15–24 years
25–34 years
35–44 years
45 years and over    

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by age groupSex and Age  cont inu ed
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(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence (see Glossary).
Includes all victim types.

Murder

Attempted murder

Sexual assault

Kidnapping/abduction

Robbery
Blackmail/extortion

Unlawful entry with intent

Motor vehicle theft

Other theft

0 25 50 75 100
%

Not
Finalised

Finalised

VICT IMS (a) , Outcome of inves t iga t ion at 30 days

In 2010, 78% (178) of police investigations into murder and 74% (142) into attempted

murder were finalised within 30 days of a victim becoming known to police.

The lowest proportions of finalisations at 30 days were for victims of unlawful entry with

intent (11%), motor vehicle theft (14%), and other theft (17%) (Table 2.6).

OU T C O M E OF

IN V E S T I G A T I O N

(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence (see Glossary).
Includes all victim types. 

Murder Attempted
murder

Sexual
assault

Kidnapping/
abduction

Robbery

%

0

20

40

60

80

100
Firearm
Knife
All weapons
No weapon

VICT IMS (a) , Weapon used in commiss ion of of fenceWE A P O N US E  c o n t i n u e d
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(e) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory
Notes paragraph 55).

(f) Total includes both person and organisation victims.
(g) May include instances of food tampering for South Australia. 
(h) Western Australia data includes theft of caravans and trailers which

are out of scope for this offence type.
(i) The offences included in other theft can vary between states and

territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 54–70).

. . not applicable
na not available
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the

offence (see Glossary). Includes all victim types.
(b) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified or not applicable.
(d) The offence of driving causing death is no longer available at the

national level as not all jurisdictions can supply this information.

na100.0nana461 169nanaOther theft(f)( i )
na100.0. .. .54 736. .. .Motor vehicle theft(h)

na100.0. .. .216 886. .. .Total unlawful entry with intent

na100.0. .. .64 207. .. .Other
na100.0. .. .152 679. .. .Involving the taking of property

Unlawful entry with intent

na100.031.764.9473150307Blackmail/extortion(f)(g)

na100.020.664.814 5823 0119 446Total robbery

na100.023.470.58 9342 0916 295Unarmed robbery
na100.016.355.85 6489203 151Armed robbery

Robbery(f)

2.7100.057.741.6603348251Kidnapping/abduction(e)
79.5100.084.814.717 75715 0542 616Sexual assault

2.0100.036.861.8456168282Total homicide and related offences

0.1100.035.564.5311120Manslaughter
0.9100.034.763.819668125Attempted murder
1.0100.038.959.822989137Murder

Homicide and related offences(d)

Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by sex2.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(b) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see
Explanatory Notes paragraph 55).

(c) Includes victims for whom age was not specified.
(d) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded. Therefore

totals may be lower than in tables elsewhere in the publication.

45712 5078 4194 08859817 757194232Total(c)

1629421876317282065 years and over
4753633120512194172055–64
9896657139515625245045–54
931 323807516461 159534435–44
982 7831 795988981 962354225–34
562 8151 898917711 809222120–24
343 0182 1948241214 584151815–19
116725401321284 4653310–14
—17143992 63614110–9

PE R S O N S (d)

1503 0092 09191834715 0546888Total(c)

51269432—15431065 years and over
122051416451739955–64
30352216136955191945–54
33394244150281 030131935–44
34676444232511 785131525–34
17587433154431 6445520–24
15530405125834 1745615–19

41159817743 6553—10–14
—44—541 810850–9

FE M A L E S

3079 4476 2953 1522512 616126138Total(c)

111651214431451065 years and over
3533119014172181155–64
68608352256670153145–54
6092455836618126402535–44
642 0971 34575247174222725–34
392 2151 45975628161171320–24
192 4791 78469538407101215–19

755744211554806—310–14
—1310345820660–9

MA L E S

Total

robbery

Unarmed

robbery

Armed

robbery

Blackmail/

extortion

ROBBERY

Kidnapping/

abduction(b)
Sexual

assault

Attempted

murderMurder

Age group

(yea r s )

VICT IMS (a) , Sex and age group by se lec ted of fences2.2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(c) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory
Notes paragraph 55).

(d) Includes victims for whom age was not specified.
(e) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Age specific victims per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(b) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded. Therefore

totals may be lower than in tables elsewhere in the publication.

2.056.037.718.32.779.50.91.0Total(d)

0.59.87.22.50.15.70.30.765 years and over
1.921.113.08.10.57.60.70.855–64
3.231.718.813.00.520.50.81.645–54
2.941.825.516.31.536.61.71.435–44
3.187.056.130.93.161.31.11.325–34
3.4170.7115.155.64.3109.71.31.320–24
2.3201.1146.254.98.1305.41.01.215–19
0.847.938.59.49.1318.10.20.210–14
—0.60.50.13.593.30.50.40–9

PE R S O N S (e)

1.326.818.68.23.1134.20.60.8Total(d)

0.37.75.82.0—9.40.20.665 years and over
0.916.011.05.00.413.50.70.755–64
2.022.914.18.80.635.80.61.245–54
2.124.715.39.41.864.60.81.235–44
2.142.628.014.63.2112.50.80.925–34
2.173.454.119.35.4205.50.60.620–24
2.172.655.517.111.4571.50.70.815–19
0.616.814.32.510.8534.40.4—10–14
—0.30.3—3.9131.60.60.40–9

FE M A L E S

2.884.956.628.32.323.51.11.2Total(d)

0.812.08.83.20.21.00.40.765 years and over
2.826.315.111.20.61.70.60.955–64
4.540.323.317.00.44.61.02.145–54
3.858.735.423.21.18.02.51.635–44
4.0130.083.446.62.910.81.41.725–34
4.6260.7171.789.03.318.92.01.520–24
2.5321.7231.590.24.952.81.31.615–19
1.077.461.416.07.5112.0—0.410–14
—0.90.70.23.156.50.40.40–9

MA L E S

Total

robbery

Unarmed

robbery

Armed

robbery

Blackmail/

extortion

ROBBERY

Kidnapping/

abduction(c)
Sexual

assault

Attempted

murderMurder

Age group

(yea r s )

VICT IMISAT ION RATE (a) (b ) , Sex and age group by selec ted of fences2.3 . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(e) Includes dwelling, n.f.d. and residential location, n.f.d.
(f) Includes transport, n.f.d. and transport, n.e.c.
(g) Includes religious, health, justice, community location, n.e.c. and

community location, n.f.d.
(h) Includes chemist/pharmacy, retail, n.f.d. and retail, n.e.c.
(i) Includes banking, wholesale, warehousing/storage, manufacturing,

agricultural, other location, n.e.c. and other location, n.f.d.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence

(see Glossary). Includes all victim types.
(b) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory

Notes paragraph 55).
(c) Western Australia data includes theft of caravans and trailers which are

out of scope for this offence type.
(d) The offences included in other theft can vary between states and

territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 54–70).

461 16954 736216 88614 58260017 757194225Total

11 7629551 5881756865—3Unspecified

197 4157 46750 2724 771851 8813124Total other

21 4492 36111 51624711252133Other(i)
18 5557395 7881 10738814311Recreational

151 2383 52724 8883 35536745127Total retail

123 3593 31124 0412 81932727127Other retail(h)
27 879216847536418——Service station

Retail
6 1738408 08062—7033Administrative/professional

Other location

118 41023 18713 7178 5423303 2784544Total community

6 5672313 457104745337
Other community

location(g)

62 71818 814—6 7042761 2134230Street/footpath
7 682407—3175383—7Open space

30 4263 5544261 32529599——Total transport

250468186—3——Other transport(f)
18 5732 00689285889——Car park

4 074363236313350——Conveyance in transit
7 5291 0442876718157——Terminal

Transport
11 0171819 8349213630——Educational

Community

133 58223 127151 3091 09417911 733118154Total residential

3 072—3 69421—25039Other residential(e)
85 32523 12715 856160930057Outbuilding/residential land

3 769—3 473684471—5Dwelling - non-private
41 416—128 28684516610 712110133Dwelling - private

Residential

NU M B E R

Other

theft(d)
Motor vehicle

theft(c)
Unlawful entry

with intentRobbery

Kidnapping/

abduction(b)
Sexual

assault

Attempted

murderMurder

VICT IMS (a) , Locat ion where of fence occur red by selec ted of fences2.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(e) Includes dwelling, n.f.d. and residential location, n.f.d.
(f) Includes transport, n.f.d. and transport, n.e.c.
(g) Includes religious, health, justice, community location, n.e.c. and

community location, n.f.d.
(h) Includes chemist/pharmacy, retail, n.f.d. and retail, n.e.c.
(i) Includes banking, wholesale, warehousing/storage, manufacturing,

agricultural, other location, n.e.c. and other location, n.f.d.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence

(see Glossary). Includes all victim types.
(b) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory

Notes paragraph 55).
(c) Western Australia data includes theft of caravans and trailers which are

out of scope for this offence type.
(d) The offences included in other theft can vary between states and

territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 54–70).

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

2.61.70.71.21.04.9—1.3Unspecified

42.813.623.232.714.210.616.010.7Total other

4.74.35.31.71.81.46.71.3Other(i)
4.01.42.77.66.34.61.54.9Recreational

32.86.411.523.06.04.26.23.1Total retail

26.76.011.119.35.34.16.23.1Other retail(h)
6.00.40.43.70.70.1——Service station

Retail
1.31.53.70.4—0.41.51.3Administrative/professional

Other location

25.742.46.358.655.018.523.219.6Total community

1.40.41.60.71.22.61.53.1
Other community

location(g)

13.634.4—46.046.06.821.613.3Street/footpath
1.70.7—2.20.82.2—3.1Open space

6.66.50.29.14.83.4——Total transport

0.10.9——————Other transport(f)
4.03.7—2.01.30.5——Car park
0.90.1—2.52.22.0——Conveyance in transit
1.61.90.14.61.30.9——Terminal

Transport
2.40.34.50.62.23.5——Educational

Community

29.042.369.87.529.866.160.868.4Total residential

0.7—1.70.1—1.41.54.0Other residential(e)
18.542.37.31.11.51.72.63.1Outbuilding/residential land

0.8—1.60.50.72.7—2.2Dwelling - non-private
9.0—59.15.827.760.356.759.1Dwelling - private

Residential

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

Other

theft(d)
Motor vehicle

theft(c)
Unlawful entry

with intentRobbery

Kidnapping/

abduction(b)
Sexual

assault

Attempted

murderMurder

VICT IMS (a) , Locat ion where of fence occur red by selec ted of fences  co n t i n u e d2.4 . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence (see Glossary). Includes all

victim types.
(b) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 55).
(c) Includes 'unknown' and 'not stated/inadequately described'.

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

0.40.50.5—2.6Unspecified(c)
60.988.797.728.630.1No weapon used

38.710.81.871.467.2Total weapon used

3.6—0.42.06.6Weapon n.f.d
4.9—0.416.87.9Other weapon
0.1————Chemical
2.81.20.11.53.1Bat/bar/club
1.2—0.1——Bottle/glass
0.9————Syringe

18.24.00.627.632.8Knife
7.05.70.223.517.0Firearm

Weapon used

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

14 58260017 757196229Total

58393—6Unspecified(c)
8 87653217 3505669No weapon used

5 64865314140154Total weapon used

526—68415Weapon n.f.d
709—703318Other weapon

12————Chemical
41071837Bat/bar/club
175—13——Bottle/glass
137—4——Syringe

2 654241125475Knife
1 02534294639Firearm

Weapon used

NU M B E R

Robbery

Kidnapping/

abduction(b)
Sexual

assault

Attempted

murderMurder

VICT IMS (a) , Use of weapon in commiss ion of of fence by selec ted of fences2.5 . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the offence (see Glossary). Includes all victim types.
(b) Includes unknown outcomes of investigation.
(c) The offence of driving causing death is no longer available at the national level as not all jurisdictions can supply this information.
(d) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 55).
(e) May include instances of food tampering for South Australia. 
(f) Western Australia data includes theft of caravans and trailers which are out of scope for this offence type.
(g) The offences included in other theft can vary between states and territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 54–70).

100.017.414.52.982.6Other theft(g)
100.013.610.43.286.4Motor vehicle theft(f)

100.010.68.71.989.4Total unlawful entry with intent

100.011.69.52.288.4Other
100.010.28.41.889.8Involving the taking of property

Unlawful entry with intent

100.037.623.014.662.4Blackmail/extortion(e)

100.030.825.85.069.2Total robbery

100.029.023.25.871.0Unarmed robbery
100.033.529.93.666.5Armed robbery

Robbery

100.041.532.39.158.5Kidnapping/abduction(d)
100.040.021.318.760.0Sexual assault

100.075.173.11.525.3Total homicide and related offences

100.061.361.3—38.7Manslaughter
100.074.273.2—26.8Attempted murder
100.077.774.73.122.3Murder

Homicide and related offences(c)

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

461 16980 43366 93113 502380 736Other theft(g)
54 7367 4305 6691 76147 306Motor vehicle theft(f)

216 88623 08218 8874 195193 804Total unlawful entry with intent

64 2077 4726 0881 38456 735Other
152 67915 61012 7992 811137 069Involving the taking of property

Unlawful entry with intent

47317810969295Blackmail/extortion(e)

14 5824 4863 76172510 096Total robbery

8 9342 5952 0745216 339Unarmed robbery
5 6481 8911 6872043 757Armed robbery

Robbery

60325019555353Kidnapping/abduction(d)
17 7577 1063 7813 32510 651Sexual assault

4543393327115Total homicide and related offences

311919—12Manslaughter
194142142—52Attempted murder
229178171751Murder

Homicide and related offences(c)

NU M B E R

Total

finalised

Offender

proceeded

against

No offender

proceeded

against Total(b)

FINALISED

Investigation

not finalised

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by outcome of inves t i ga t ion at 30 days2.6 . . . . . . . . .
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CHAP T E R 3 V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T , ST A T E S AN D TE R R I T O R I E S

While the application of the rules and requirements of the NCRS were designed to

enable the recording of crime in a comparable manner across the jurisdictions, there is

some variability in the interpretation of the rules, in particular the rule which guides

what is recorded on police systems when an incident is reported to police.

An incident will be recorded as one or more offences if prima facie (on the face of it) and

on the balance of probability (more probable than not):

! The circumstances as reported or detected amount to a crime defined by law and

fall within the jurisdiction of the police agency; and

! There is not credible evidence to the contrary.

Differences in the

interpretat ion of the

National Crime Recording

Standard (NCRS)

As a result of the findings from the DiRCS project, the National Crime Recording

Standard (NCRS) was developed to address the lack of uniform practices in initial police

recording processes. The NCRS, comprising a uniform set of business rules and

requirements, was developed in collaboration with police agencies across Australia to

guide the recording and counting of criminal incidents for statistical purposes.

In evaluating the implementation of the NCRS and statistical impacts visible in the

Recorded Crime – Victims collection, the ABS compared these data with state and

territory data obtained from the Crime Victimisation Survey, observing that the assault

data provided by police still had residual differences between jurisdictions that affected

comparability. Through discussion of different business and recording practices with

state and territory policing agencies, it was determined that one aspect of the NCRS had

been interpreted and implemented differently across the jurisdictions. This rule

concerns the point at which the incident should be recorded by police in crime

recording systems.

TH E NA T I O N A L CR I M E

RE C O R D I N G ST A N D A R D

Over the last 10 years, the ABS has worked collaboratively with state and territory police

agencies to evaluate the differences in the recording of statistics (including assault)

across jurisdictions. In 2001, the Differences in Recorded Crime Statistics (DiRCS)

project was initiated to investigate state and territory differences in Recorded Crime

Victim Statistics. The project aimed to identify issues relevant to understanding the

nature and extent of the impact of various factors on the national comparability of

recorded crime statistics.

The DiRCS project identified differences in the way information was initially entered and

recorded by police agencies, but did not find material differences in the way police

jurisdictions manage the information once it has been recorded. That is, post-recording

processes undertaken by the police jurisdictions were sound and do not significantly

influence comparability. Therefore, the critical issues leading to differences in recorded

crime statistics – particularly for assault – occurred at the initial processing stage after an

incident was reported to police.

OV E R V I E W
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Interpretation of the NCRS recording rule across jurisdictions  
Jurisdictions Interpretation  for assault incidents  
New South Wales,  
South Australia,  
Western Australia,  
Northern Territory and 
Australian Capital Territory  

When a victim reports an incident to police it is taken on ‘face value’ and 
recorded as an incident on their crime recording system. An investigation will 
follow to determine whether a crime has been committed. Note that there are 
different degrees to which this approach is applied across these jurisdictions.  

Victoria 
 
 

Some element of an investigation will be undertaken before deciding whether 
to record an incident on their crime recording system. A record of the incident 
may be taken on other systems, however the incident will not be recorded on 
the police crime recording system until it is determined that a crime has been 
committed. 

Queensland When an incident is reported to police, it is not taken on ‘face value’ and 
recorded on the Queensland Police Records and Information Management 
Exchange (QPRIME). 
 
While Queensland police make a record of  all initial assault complaints,  they 
do not formally record matters that are unsubstantiated.  

Tasmania For most incidents, when a victim reports an incident to police it is taken on 
‘face value’ and recorded as an incident o n their crime recording system. For 
a small number of cases some initial investigation is undertaken before 
deciding whether to record an incident on their crime recording system . 

 

This rule is intended to guide what is recorded on the police systems when an incident is

reported to police. This rule has been interpreted and implemented by New South

Wales, South Australia, Australian Capital Territory and Western Australia as requiring

that when a victim reports an incident to police this report is taken at 'face value' and

recorded as an incident on their crime recording system. An investigation will follow to

determine whether a crime has been committed at law. For more information about

NCRS impacts on the Recorded Crime – Victims collection, see paragraphs 42–49 of the

Explanatory Notes. Note that there are different degrees to which this approach is

applied across these jurisdictions.

For Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, some element of an investigation will be

undertaken before deciding whether to record an incident on their crime recording

system. A record of the incident may be taken on other systems, however the incident

will not be recorded on the police crime recording system until it is determined that a

crime has been committed. Again, the degree to which this approach is taken across

these states varies.

Rule interpretat ion

This rule provides a common basis for recording an incident with one or more offences

according to the judgement of the police officer (as distinct from evidentiary or

prosecutorial reasons).

Differences in the

interpretat ion of the

National Crime Recording

Standard (NCRS)

cont inue d
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As a result of the different business practices across the states and territories it is deemed

that statistics for assault are not comparable across jurisdictions. ABS recommends that

the crime victimisation survey is used to make these comparisons, as this data is

collected in a uniform way across jurisdictions, and is therefore not affected by

differences in legislation, business practices or recording.

Acknowledging the incomparability between states and territories for assault statistics,

this chapter presents information for each jurisdiction separately. Users are advised not

to compare statistics between these tables.

CO M P A R A B I L I T Y OF

AS S A U L T ST A T I S T I C S

AC R O S S ST A T E S AN D

TE R R I T O R I E S

These issues of lack of comparability between jurisdictions apply only to assault and

therefore cross-jurisdictional comparisons can be made for all other offence types in this

publication. Issues around assault comparability are specific to this offence, due to a

range of reasons:

! Different legislative definitions and requirements across jurisdictions;

! The ambiguity that can arise in determining what has occurred in an alleged assault

incident;

! Difficulty in determining the role different parties have played in an assault  

incident; or

! Protocols that exist for reporting family and domestic violence and other specific

types of assaults.

All of these factors can result in different counts for assault depending on when in the

investigative process (before or during) a decision to record is made.

For more detailed information about the differences between crime victimisation data

sources and the implications on data comparability, refer to the publication Measuring

Victims of Crime: A Guide to Using Administrative and Survey Data, June 2011

(cat. no. 4500.0.55.001).

Rule interpretat ion

cont inue d
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In 2010, 7% of victims of assault in New South Wales identified as being of Aboriginal or

Torres Strait Islander origin.  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons accounted for

4% (1,783) of male assault victims, compared to 10% (3,136) of female assault victims.

Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander vict ims

Assault victims in New South Wales were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon

(92%), than with a weapon (8%). The most common location of assaults for male victims

was in community areas (39% or 16,191 victims), followed by residential locations (36%

or 15,052 victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in residential

locations (63% or 20,138 victims), followed by community areas (23% or 7,433 victims).

Weapon use and Locat ion

of offence

Males Females Persons

%

0

10

20

30

40

50
Family member
Non-family member
Stranger
Relationship not known

VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im —New
South Wales

In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 42% (17,506) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. This is contrary

to females, with 48% (15,363) of victims identifying a family member as the offender. In

16% (4,993) of cases, female victims in New South Wales were assaulted by a stranger.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 57% (41,898) of victims of assault, compared to 43% (31,974) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 23% (9,579) of all assault victims for males and 24%

(7,539) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 73,969 victims of assault in New South Wales, with an overall

victimisation rate of 1021.8 victims per 100,000 persons.

V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T -

NE W SO U T H WA L E S
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(e) Calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the 2006 Census
of Population and Housing, less experimental projections of the
Indigenous population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately
described' (see Glossary for more information).

(g) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location, n.e.c.

(h) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Calculated using experimental projections of the Indigenous

population for 2010 based on the 2006 Census of Population and
Housing (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

1 021.8100.043.256.673 96931 97441 898Total(h)

. .100.031.867.7551175373Other(g)

. .100.028.271.73 6071 0182 586Recreational

. .100.029.270.710 3943 0367 349Retail

. .100.031.468.423 6737 43316 191Community

. .100.057.242.735 22520 13815 052Residential
Location of offence

. .100.044.255.667 93230 05537 783No weapon used

. .100.031.868.26 0371 9194 115Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.022.377.44 4379913 433Relationship not known(f)

. .100.022.177.722 5434 99317 506Stranger

. .100.042.657.324 93310 62714 283Non-family member

. .100.069.730.322 05615 3636 676Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

. .100.043.456.44 1981 8222 368Not stated
(e)916.8100.041.758.264 85127 01637 747Non-Indigenous

(d)2 976.3100.063.836.24 9193 1361 783Indigenous
Indigenous status

165.1100.043.256.31 68172794665 years and over
431.0100.034.565.43 5481 2232 32055–64
830.1100.042.357.68 1703 4564 70745–54

1 399.2100.045.554.414 1676 4477 70335–44
1 644.1100.044.055.917 1287 5399 57925–34
2 142.0100.042.757.211 2214 7916 42320–24
2 445.7100.044.555.411 7365 2286 50515–19
1 034.9100.042.357.64 6631 9722 68810–14

145.0100.038.561.51 3115058060–9
Age group (years)

Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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Assault victims in Victoria were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon (90%), than

with a weapon (10%). The most common location of assaults for male victims was in

community areas (47% or 7,399 victims), followed by residential locations (31% or 4,918

victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in residential locations

(63% or 7,538 victims), followed by community areas (24% or 2,919 victims).
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In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 36% (5,777) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. This is contrary to

females, with 41% (4,929) of victims identifying a family member as the offender. In 11%

(1,763) of cases, male victims in Victoria were assaulted by a family member.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 56% (15,850) of victims of assault, compared to 42% (12,030) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 25% (3,949) of all assault victims for males and 26%

(3,062) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 28,500 victims of assault in Victoria, with an overall victimisation rate

of 513.7 victims per 100,000 persons.
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(e) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location, n.e.c.

(f) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

(g) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately

described' (see Glossary for more information).

513.7100.042.255.628 50012 03015 850Total(f)(g)

. .100.029.067.0579168388Other(e)

. .100.027.870.2832231584Recreational

. .100.027.669.73 0958552 158Retail

. .100.027.670.010 5762 9197 399Community

. .100.059.738.912 6277 5384 918Residential
Location of offence

. .100.043.654.125 70111 21513 901No weapon used

. .100.029.269.62 7718081 928Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.030.366.26 0211 8253 987Relationship not known(d)

. .100.021.675.37 6701 6555 777Stranger

. .100.045.053.78 0363 6154 314Non-family member

. .100.072.926.16 7584 9291 763Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

71.6100.039.358.554421431865 years and over
204.5100.036.861.61 26546677955–64
438.9100.040.059.23 2801 3111 94245–54
705.8100.047.052.55 6452 6542 96435–44
863.9100.043.556.17 0393 0623 94925–34

1 046.8100.041.458.14 4371 8382 57820–24
1 029.5100.043.156.63 7631 6232 13015–19

347.4100.043.655.81 16650865110–14
59.7100.038.860.94071582480–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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In 2010, 13% of victims of assault in Queensland identified as being of Aboriginal or

Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons accounted for

7% (820) of male assault victims, compared to 21% (1,629) of female assault victims.

Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander vict ims

Assault victims in Queensland were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon (82%),

than with a weapon (18%.). The most common location of assaults for male victims was

in community areas (43% or 5,061 victims), followed by residential locations (32% or

3,770 victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in residential

locations (53% or 4,153 victims), followed by community areas (31% or 2,380 victims).
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VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by re la t ionsh ip of of fender to
vic t im–Queens land

In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 55% (6,400) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. For females,

37% (2,888) of victims identified a non-family member as the offender. In 9% (1,098) of

cases, male victims in Queensland were assaulted by a family member.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 60% (11,716) of victims of assault, compared to 40% (7,795) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 25% (2,896) of all assault victims for males and 22%

(1,680) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 19,589 victims of assault in Queensland, with an overall victimisation

rate of 433.7 victims per 100,000 persons.

V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T -
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(e) Calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the 2006 Census
of Population and Housing, less experimental projections of the
Indigenous population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately
described' (see Glossary for more information).

(g) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(h) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Calculated using experimental projections of the Indigenous

population for 2010 based on the 2006 Census of Population and
Housing (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

433.7100.039.859.819 5897 79511 716Total(h)

. .100.027.172.927775202Other(g)

. .100.028.171.81 7604941 263Recreational

. .100.032.267.52 0596621 389Retail

. .100.031.867.67 4822 3805 061Community

. .100.052.347.57 9444 1533 770Residential
Location of offence

. .100.040.858.816 0006 5229 412No weapon used

. .100.035.564.33 5811 2702 302Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.037.244.4293109130Relationship not known(f)

. .100.027.072.98 7812 3756 400Stranger

. .100.041.358.56 9882 8884 088Non-family member

. .100.068.731.13 5272 4231 098Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

. .100.039.857.11 8997561 085Not stated
(e)349.9100.035.564.415 2415 4109 811Non-Indigenous

(d)1 524.6100.066.533.52 4491 629820Indigenous
Indigenous status

54.4100.033.366.730910320665 years and over
148.5100.030.169.975822853055–64
292.6100.035.964.11 7896421 14745–54
535.5100.038.561.43 4441 3252 11635–44
718.1100.036.763.24 5791 6802 89625–34
851.5100.039.960.02 8181 1241 69120–24
974.5100.046.453.43 0611 4211 63615–19
661.2100.047.652.01 9669351 02210–14
130.6100.041.658.07893284580–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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In 2010, 11% of victims of assault in South Australia identified as being of Aboriginal or

Torres Strait Islander origin. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons accounted for

6% (532) of male assault victims, compared to 17% (1,223) of female assault victims.

Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander vict ims

Assault victims in South Australia were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon

(78%), than with a weapon (22%). The most common location of assaults for male

victims was in community areas (43% or 3,663 victims), followed by residential locations

(32% or 2,748 victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in

residential locations (62% or 4,582 victims), followed by community areas (25% or 1,821

victims).
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VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by re la t ionsh ip of of fender to
vic t im —South Aust ra l ia

In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 51% (4,382) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. This is contrary to

females, with 42% (3,100) of victims identifying a family member as the offender. In 12%

(1,029) of cases, male victims in South Australia were assaulted by a family member.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 54% (8,535) of victims of assault, compared to 46% (7,367) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 24% (2,049) of all assault victims for males and 26%

(1,880) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 15,904 victims of assault in South Australia, with an overall

victimisation rate of 967 victims per 100,000 persons.
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(e) Calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the 2006 Census
of Population and Housing, less experimental projections of the
Indigenous population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately
described' (see Glossary for more information).

(g) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(h) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Calculated using experimental projections of the Indigenous

population for 2010 based on the 2006 Census of Population and
Housing (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

967.0100.046.353.715 9047 3678 535Total(h)

. .100.037.462.3302113188Other(g)

. .100.031.268.8503157346Recreational

. .100.030.469.62 2846941 590Retail

. .100.033.266.85 4851 8213 663Community

. .100.062.537.57 3304 5822 748Residential
Location of offence

. .100.048.751.312 3596 0236 336No weapon used

. .100.037.962.03 5451 3442 199Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.036.963.1409151258Relationship not known(f)

. .100.022.777.35 6691 2854 382Stranger

. .100.049.750.35 6972 8312 866Non-family member

. .100.075.124.94 1293 1001 029Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

. .100.042.656.9378161215Not stated
(e)853.1100.043.456.613 7715 9837 788Non-Indigenous

(d)5 772.5100.069.730.31 7551 223532Indigenous
Indigenous

122.9100.042.457.631613418265 years and over
351.9100.037.063.071026344755–64
778.9100.044.555.51 79980199845–54

1 296.5100.049.350.72 9051 4331 47235–44
1 839.9100.047.852.23 9291 8802 04925–34
2 309.1100.047.452.62 6851 2741 41120–24
2 228.2100.045.354.72 4061 0891 31715–19

925.5100.043.556.592840452410–14
117.2100.039.459.7226891350–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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Assault victims in Western Australia were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon

(89%), than with a weapon (11%).  The most common location of assaults for male

victims was in community areas (40% or 4,151 victims), followed by residential locations

(36% or 3,688 victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in

residential locations (63% or 6,476 victims), followed by community areas (25% or 2,543

victims).
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VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by age–Weste rn Aust ra l i a

There was an equal proportion of male and female victims of assault, with each

accounting for 49% (10,326 and 10,303 respectively) of assault victims. For both males

and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged between 25 and 34 years,

comprising 24% (2,515) of all assault victims for males and 27% (2,796) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 20,884 victims of assault in Western Australia, with an overall

victimisation rate of 909.4 victims per 100,000 persons.
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(d) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(e) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location
was not specified.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be

compared across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

909.4100.049.349.420 88410 30310 326Total(e)

. .100.028.171.123566167Other(d)

. .100.032.166.61 314422875Recreational

. .100.033.465.22 0086701 310Retail

. .100.037.661.36 7692 5434 151Community

. .100.062.935.810 2946 4763 688Residential
Location of offence

. .100.050.048.718 4759 2439 001No weapon used

. .100.044.055.12 2209761 224Weapon used
Weapon use

109.1100.040.757.930212317565 years and over
330.0100.039.459.084833450055–64
685.6100.045.952.52 1821 0011 14645–54

1 178.8100.052.545.93 9382 0691 80735–44
1 609.3100.052.046.85 3762 7962 51525–34
2 020.9100.048.850.23 4921 7051 75320–24
2 013.5100.050.748.83 1671 6051 54415–19

833.9100.042.956.11 24253369710–14
95.9100.040.757.22851161630–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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Assault victims in Tasmania were most likely to be assaulted without a weapon (83%),

than with a weapon (14%). The most common location of assaults for male victims was

in community areas (45% or 682 victims), followed by residential locations (32% or 492

victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was in residential locations

(62% or 911 victims), followed by community areas (25% or 361 victims).
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VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by re la t ionsh ip of of fender to
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In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 46% (696) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. For females,

46% (675) of victims identified a non-family member as the offender. In 9% (133) of

cases, male victims in Tasmania were assaulted by a family member.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 50% (1,518) of victims of assault, compared to 49% (1,467) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 21% (319) of all assault victims for males and 25%

(359) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 3,022 victims of assault in Tasmania, with an overall victimisation rate

of 595.3 victims per 100,000 persons.

V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T -
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(d) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately
described' (see Glossary for more information).

(e) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(f) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

595.3100.048.550.23 0221 4671 518Total(f)

. .100.030.669.4361125Other(e)

. .100.033.966.118964125Recreational

. .100.037.961.1314119192Retail

. .100.033.763.71 070361682Community

. .100.064.634.91 410911492Residential
Location of offence

. .100.050.947.82 4941 2691 193No weapon used

. .100.035.863.3411147260Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.048.951.11336568Relationship not known(d)

. .100.024.172.1965233696Stranger

. .100.052.147.91 296675621Non-family member

. .100.078.821.2627494133Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

59.5100.023.476.647113665 years and over
177.7100.039.061.0118467255–64
406.8100.046.552.529913915745–54
696.4100.049.949.546523223035–44

1 179.3100.052.947.167835931925–34
1 587.7100.051.148.950525824720–24
1 392.1100.054.046.048726322415–19

518.6100.048.851.2172848810–14
37.2100.041.758.32410140–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER
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In 2010, 65% of victims of assault in Northern Territory identified as being of Aboriginal

or Torres Strait Islander origin, with 43% (1,108) of male assault victims identified as

being of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin, compared to 79% (3,390) of female

assault victims.

Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander vict ims

Assault victims in the Northern Territory were most likely to be assaulted without a

weapon (59%) than with a weapon (41%). The most common location of assaults for

male victims was in community areas (59% or 1,521 victims), followed by residential

locations (19% or 484 victims). For females, the most common location for assaults was

also in community areas (41% or 1,732 victims), followed by residential locations (34% or

1,463 victims).
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In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 40% (1,035) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. This is contrary to

females, with 59% (2,502) of victims identifying a family member as the offender. In 10%

(423) of cases, female victims in the Northern Territory were assaulted by a stranger.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 38% (2,592) of victims of assault, compared to 62% (4,274) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 27% (705) of all assault victims for males and 31%

(1,309) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 6,905 victims of assault in the Northern Territory, with an overall

victimisation rate of 3006.4 victims per 100,000 persons.

V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T -
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(e) Calculated using experimental projections of the Indigenous
population for 2010 based on the 2006 Census of Population and
Housing (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately
described' (see Glossary for more information).

(g) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(h) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the 2006 Census

of Population and Housing, less experimental projections of the
Indigenous population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

3 006.4100.061.937.56 9054 2742 592Total(h)

. .100.072.127.4678489186Other(g)

. .100.0—100.05—5Recreational

. .100.031.668.422872156Retail

. .100.052.746.33 2851 7321 521Community

. .100.075.124.91 9471 463484Residential
Location of offence

. .100.064.035.64 1022 6241 459No weapon used

. .100.058.940.42 8031 6501 133Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.041.353.2707292376Relationship not known(f)

. .100.029.071.01 4584231 035Stranger

. .100.060.939.11 7361 057679Non-family member

. .100.083.316.73 0042 502502Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

. .100.046.944.2439206194Unknown
(e)2 805.3100.034.565.51 9686781 290Non-Indigenous
(d)9 958.8100.075.424.64 4983 3901 108Indigenous

Indigenous status

534.5100.047.152.968323665 years and over
1 091.6100.037.462.62388914955–64
2 535.3100.048.851.277838039845–54
4 274.6100.063.136.91 52196056135–44
5 034.2100.065.035.02 0141 30970525–34
5 862.2100.069.130.91 11176834320–24
4 488.2100.070.929.175653622015–19
1 384.1100.058.241.82321359710–14

264.3100.043.856.39642540–9
Age group (years)

Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER

VICT IMS OF ASSAULT (a) , Selec ted charac te r i s t i cs–  Nor thern Ter r i to r y3.7
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Assault victims in the Australian Capital Territory were most likely to be assaulted

without a weapon (16%), than with a weapon (84%). The most common location of

assaults for male victims was in community areas (56% or 752 victims), followed by

residential locations (25% or 330 victims). For females, the most common location for

assaults was in residential locations (56% or 540 victims), followed by community areas

(32% or 305 victims).

Weapon use and Locat ion

of offence

Males Females Persons

%
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Family member
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VICT IMS OF ASSAULT, Sex by re la t ionsh ip of of fender to
vic t im–Aust ra l ian Capi ta l Ter r i to r y

In 2010, male victims were most likely to be assaulted by a person unknown to them,

with 41% (554) of male victims identifying the offender as a stranger. This is contrary to

females, with 43% (408) of victims identifying a family member as the offender. In 12%

(165) of cases, male victims in the Australian Capital Territory were assaulted by a family

member.

Relat ionship of offender

to vict im

Males accounted for 58% (1,346) of victims of assault, compared to 42% (959) female

assault victims. For both males and females, the highest proportion of victims were aged

between 25 and 34 years, comprising 24% (327) of all assault victims for males and

24% (226) for females.

Sex and Age

In 2010, there were 2310 victims of assault in the Australian Capital Territory, with an

overall victimisation rate of 643.6 victims per 100,000 persons.

V I C T I M S OF AS S A U L T -

AU S T R A L I A N CA P I T A L

TE R R I T O R Y
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(e) Includes administrative/professional, banking, wholesale,
warehousing/storage, manufacturing, agricultural, and other
location n.e.c.

(f) Includes victims for whom age, weapon use, and location was not
specified.

(g) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.

. . not applicable
(a) Due to comparability issues, assault data should not be compared

across states and territories.
(b) Rate per 100,000 persons (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).
(c) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.
(d) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately

described' (see Glossary for more information).

643.6100.041.558.32 3109591 346Total(f)(g)

. .100.028.650.01447Other(e)

. .100.025.075.01239Recreational

. .100.029.470.628985204Retail

. .100.028.870.91 060305752Community

. .100.062.137.9870540330Residential
Location of offence

. .100.043.656.21 9378441 088No weapon used

. .100.030.869.2373115258Weapon used
Weapon use

. .100.023.475.030872231Relationship not known(d)

. .100.022.078.0710156554Stranger

. .100.045.055.0707318389Non-family member

. .100.071.228.8573408165Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

88.7100.042.457.633141965 years and over
232.0100.035.264.891325955–64
444.3100.044.056.02169512145–54
706.3100.044.155.937216420835–44
923.9100.040.959.155322632725–34

1 363.5100.041.858.242317724620–24
1 680.2100.039.660.440716124615–19

781.9100.044.555.5164739110–14
77.6100.037.162.93513220–9

Age group (years)
Persons(c)FemalesMalesPersons(c)FemalesMales

VICTIMISATION
RATE(b)PROPORTION (%)NUMBER

VICT IMS OF ASSAULT (a) , Selec ted charac te r i s t i cs–  Aust ra l ian Capi ta l Ter r i to r y3.8
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CHAP T E R 4 V I C T I M S OF CR I M E , ST A T E S AN D TE R R I T O R I E S . .

In 2010, there were 127 victims of homicide in New South Wales of whom 69% were

male and 31% female. Victims of homicide knew their offender in 55% of cases, with 12%

being victimised by a partner.

There were 6,436 victims of sexual assault in New South Wales of whom 5,418 (84%)

were female. The profile of relationship of offender to victim was different for male and

female victims: 3% of male victims of sexual assault were victimised by a partner and 12%

by a stranger, whereas 15% of female victims of sexual assault were victimised by a

partner and 19% by a stranger. Among non-Indigenous victims of sexual assault, 19%

were victimised by a stranger, compared with 10% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander victims.

In 2010, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in New South Wales were victims of sexual

assault at almost four times the rate of non-Indigenous persons (304.3 victims per

100,000 persons compared to 76.7 victims per 100,000 persons). By contrast, Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islanders were victims of robbery at half the rate for non-Indigenous

persons (38.7 victims per 100,000 persons compared to 77.3 victims per 100,000

persons).

NE W SO U T H WA L E S

Data on the relationship of offender to victim are presented for selected offences for all

states and territories, except for Western Australia. As the quality of the data for offence

types varied across jurisdictions, the range of offences reported in this chapter are

limited for some jurisdictions. For more information see paragraphs 45–47 of the

Explanatory Notes.

RE L A T I O N S H I P OF

OF F E N D E R TO V I C T I M

This chapter presents state and territory statistics about incidents of victimisation for a

selected range of offences that came to the attention of state and territory police, and

were recorded in their crime recording systems during the period 1 January 2010 to 31

December 2010. The statistics provide information about the characteristics of the victim

and the nature of the criminal incidents.

Data for assault are not comparable across jurisdictions and therefore are not presented

in this chapter. For information about assault, refer to Chapter 3 of this publication.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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In 2010, there were 95 victims of homicide in Queensland of whom 53% were male and

47% female. Victims of homicide knew their offender in 63% of cases, with 21% being

victimised by a partner.

There were 4,241 victims of sexual assault of whom 3,491 (82%) were female. Among

victims of sexual assault, 30% were victimised by a family member, including 5% who

were victimised by a partner; 27% were victimised by a stranger.

In 2010, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Queensland were victims of sexual

assault at more than four times the rate of non-Indigenous persons (300.7 victims per

100,000 persons compared to 69.0 victims per 100,000 persons).

QU E E N S L A N D

There were 94 victims of homicide in Victoria in 2010, of whom 59% were male and 38%

female. Victims of homicide knew their offender in 70% of cases, with 19% being

victimised by a partner.

There were 3,466 victims of sexual assault of whom 2,995 (86%) were female. Among

victims of sexual assault, 24% were victimised by a family member, including 7% who

were victimised by a partner; 18% were victimised by a stranger.

There were 2,732 person victims of robbery in Victoria, with 77% of victims being male.

Over 90% of robbery victims were victimised by either a stranger or an offender where

the relationship could not be determined.

V I C T O R I A
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VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Relat ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by
Ind igenous status–New South Wales

NE W SO U T H WA L E S

c o n t i n u e d
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There were 949 person victims of robbery in South Australia of whom 71% were male.

Almost 90% of robbery victims reported that the offender was a stranger.
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VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Relat ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by
Ind igenous status–South Aust ra l i a

In 2010, there were 37 victims of homicide in South Australia of whom 62% were male

and 38% female. Victims of homicide knew their offender in 43% of cases, with 14%

being victimised by a partner.

There were 1,361 victims of sexual assault of whom 1,192 (88%) were female. The profile

of relationship of offender to victim was different for male and female victims: 19% of

male victims of sexual assault were victimised by a family member and 16% by a stranger,

whereas 27% of female victims of sexual assault were victimised by a family member and

25% by a stranger. Among non-Indigenous victims of sexual assault, 25% were victimised

by a family member, compared with 35% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims.

In 2010, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in South Australia were victims of sexual

assault at more than four times the rate of non-Indigenous persons (335.5 victims per

100,000 persons compared to 75.4 victims per 100,000 persons).

SO U T H AU S T R A L I A

There were 1,278 person victims of robbery in Queensland of whom 76% were male.

Almost 90% of robbery victims reported that the offender was a stranger.
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VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Relat ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by
Ind igenous status–Queens land
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In 2010, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the Northern Territory were more than

twice as likely as non-Indigenous persons to be victims of sexual assault. The

victimisation rate for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims of sexual assault was

207.7 victims per 100,000, compared to 92.9 victims per 100,000 for non-Indigenous

persons. By contrast, non-Indigenous Northern Territorians were victims of robbery at

more than three times the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders (46.8 victims per

100,000 non-Indigenous persons compared to 14.4 victims per 100,000 Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islanders).

There were 91 person victims of robbery in the Northern Territory of whom 74% were

male. Almost 80% of robbery victims reported that the offender was a stranger.
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In 2010, there were 32 victims of homicide in the Northern Territory of whom 69% were

male and 25% female. Victims of homicide had known the offender in 47% of cases, with

13% being the victim of a partner.

There were 313 victims of sexual assault of whom 286 (91%) were female. The profile of

relationship of offender to victim was different for male and female victims: 12% of male

victims of sexual assault were victimised by a family member and 12% by a stranger,

whereas 23% of female victims of sexual assault were victimised by a family member

(including 8% who were the victim of a partner) and 23% were victimised by a stranger.

Among non-Indigenous victims of sexual assault, 17% were victimised by a family

member, compared with 29% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims.

NO R T H E R N TE R R I T O R Y

In 2010, there were 152 victims of sexual assault of whom 133 (88%) were female.

Victims of sexual assault were victimised by a family member in 33% of cases, including

7% who were victimised by a partner; 20% were victimised by a stranger.

There were 125 person victims of robbery in Tasmania, of whom 73% were male. Nearly

90% of robbery victims reported that the offender was a stranger.

TA S M A N I A

In 2010, there were 56 victims of homicide and 1,626 victims of sexual assault in Western

Australia. Robbery had the highest victimisation rate for all person offences, at 70.9

victims per 100,000 persons.

WE S T E R N AU S T R A L I A
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In 2010, there were 160 victims of sexual assault in the Australian Capital Territory of

whom 143 (89%) were female. In the Australian Capital Territory, a much higher

proportion of males than females were victims of a sexual assault by a family member

(38% of male victims compared to 15% of female victims). Only females were the victims

of ex-partners (7%) or strangers (26%).

AU S T R A L I A N CA P I T A L

TE R R I T O R Y
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(d) May include instances of food tampering for South Australia. 
(e) Western Australia data includes theft of caravans and trailers which

are out of scope for this offence type.
(f) The offences included in other theft can vary between states and

territories.
(g) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of the

offence (see Glossary). Includes all victim types.
(b) The offence of driving causing death is no longer available at the

national level as not all jurisdictions can supply this information.
(c) Counts for New South Wales may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory

Notes paragraph 55).

2 064.32 612.53 019.51 429.02 817.72 370.61 976.72 000.11 846.7Other theft(f)
245.0370.9417.5346.5283.6276.0175.9221.4268.1Motor vehicle theft(e)

970.81 181.41 757.3772.41 375.21 023.3957.7799.9948.4Total unlawful entry with intent

287.4288.9851.6151.3399.1356.4270.3237.1277.1Other
683.4892.5905.6621.1976.0666.9687.4562.8671.3Involving the taking of property

Unlawful entry with intent

2.10.81.3—3.81.91.02.42.4Blackmail/extortion(d)

65.364.440.929.270.969.238.954.490.7Total robbery

40.030.421.315.447.337.522.028.661.1Unarmed robbery
25.334.019.613.823.631.717.025.829.7Armed robbery

Robbery

2.7———0.94.11.52.14.5Kidnapping/abduction(c)
79.544.9136.330.170.882.893.962.588.9Sexual assault

2.01.713.51.82.42.22.11.71.8Total homicide and related offences

0.1—1.7—0.2—0.20.10.2Manslaughter
0.90.86.51.20.81.51.00.80.6Attempted murder
1.00.85.20.61.40.81.00.81.0Murder

Homicide and related offences(b)

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E (g)

461 1699 3766 9357 25464 70538 98889 274110 955133 682Other theft(f)
54 7361 3319591 7596 5134 5407 94512 28019 409Motor vehicle theft(e)

216 8864 2404 0363 92131 58016 83043 25444 37368 652Total unlawful entry with intent

64 2071 0371 9567689 1665 86212 20813 15220 058Other
152 6793 2032 0803 15322 41410 96831 04631 22148 594Involving the taking of property

Unlawful entry with intent

47733—873147132174Blackmail/extortion(d)

14 582231941481 6281 1381 7593 0176 567Total robbery

8 93410949781 0866169921 5844 420Unarmed robbery
5 64812245705425227671 4332 147Armed robbery

Robbery

599———206868114329Kidnapping/abduction(c)
17 7571613131531 6261 3624 2393 4676 436Sexual assault

457631956379596127Total homicide and related offences

31—4—5—7411Manslaughter
19731561924434542Attempted murder
22931233213454774Murder

Homicide and related offences(b)

NU M B E R

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by states and ter r i to r ies4.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim is recorded

across the states and territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 45–47).
(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships (see

Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).
(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes

ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships. 
(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is aged less

than 18 years (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes
ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(e) Some boyfriend/girlfriend relationships may be included in 'other non-family member'
rather than 'partner' (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes
ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(f) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(g) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(h) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary

for more information).
(i) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(i)

15.6—5.317.017.3Relationship not known(h)
37.556.831.612.827.6Stranger

12.518.929.531.926.0Total(g)
12.518.925.328.722.0Other non-family member

——4.23.23.9Ex-partner
Non-family member

34.413.532.638.326.8Total(f)
9.4—11.616.011.8Other family member

12.513.521.019.111.8Partner
Family member

Relationship of offender to victim

25.037.847.438.130.7Females
68.862.252.658.869.3Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

32379594127Total(i)

5—51622Relationship not known(h)
1221301235Stranger

47283033Total(g)
47242728Other non-family member

——435Ex-partner
Non-family member

115313634Total(f)
3—111515Other family member
45201815Partner

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

814453739Females
2223505788Males

Sex

NU M B E R

NT(e)SA(c)Qld(d)Vic.(c)NSW(b)

VICT IMS OF HOMICIDE, Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by selec ted

states and ter r i to r ies (a )4.2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim is recorded across the states and territories

(see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 45–47).
(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).
(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is aged less than 18 years (see Explanatory

Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(e) Some boyfriend/girlfriend relationships may be included in 'other non-family member' rather than 'partner' (see

Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships. 
(f) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(g) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(h) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more information).
(i) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

1603131521 3614 2413 4666 436Total

1751—28155358181Relationship not known(h)
3769313231 1406331 131Stranger

80122716621 6931 6452 741Total(g)
11107445691 6671 5082 741Other non-family member
101578026137—Ex-partner

Non-family member

2671503481 2538302 315Total(f)
152821151458398904Other family member

62210107216230843Partner
Family member

Known to victim

PE R S O N S (i)

1432861331 1923 4912 9955 418Total

1647—2391306164Relationship not known(h)
3766282969905621 005Stranger

69107625571 3411 4112 223Total(g)
792384741 3151 2792 223Other non-family member

101577726132—Ex-partner
Non-family member

2166433161 0697161 988Total(f)
102618126391324727Other family member

62210107209223812Partner
Family member

Known to victim

FE M A L E S

1625191697194291 020Total

—4—5393317Relationship not known(h)
—332714863125Stranger

10159105352225518Total(g)
315695352222518Other non-family member

———3—3—Ex-partner
Non-family member

63732180108331Total(f)
6—3256372180Other family member

————7532Partner
Family member

Known to victim

MA L E S

ACT(c)NT(e)Tas.(c)SA(c)Qld(d)Vic.(c)NSW(b)The of f ende r i s . . .

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by

selec ted states and ter r i to r ies (a )4.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim is recorded across the states and

territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 45–47). 
(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships (see Explanatory Notes

paragraph 47).
(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is aged less than 18 years (see

Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(e) Some boyfriend/girlfriend relationships may be included in 'other non-family member' rather than 'partner' (see

Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(f) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(g) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(h) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more information).
(i) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

10.616.3—2.13.710.32.8Relationship not known(h)
23.122.020.423.726.918.317.6Stranger

50.039.046.748.639.947.542.6Total(g)
6.934.228.941.839.343.542.6Other non-family member
6.34.84.65.90.64.0—Ex-partner

Non-family member

16.322.732.925.629.523.936.0Total(f)
9.48.913.811.110.811.514.0Other family member
3.87.06.67.95.16.613.1Partner

Family member
Known to victim

PE R S O N S (i)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

11.216.4—1.92.610.23.0Relationship not known(h)
25.923.121.124.828.418.818.5Stranger

48.337.446.646.738.447.141.0Total(g)
4.932.228.639.837.742.741.0Other non-family member
7.05.25.36.50.74.4—Ex-partner

Non-family member

14.723.132.326.530.623.936.7Total(f)
7.09.113.510.611.210.813.4Other family member
4.27.77.59.06.07.415.0Partner

Family member
Known to victim

FE M A L E S

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

—16.0—3.05.47.71.7Relationship not known(h)
—12.015.816.020.614.712.3Stranger

62.560.047.462.149.052.450.8Total(g)
18.860.031.656.249.051.750.8Other non-family member

———1.8—0.7—Ex-partner
Non-family member

37.512.036.818.925.025.232.5Total(f)
37.5—15.814.88.816.817.6Other family member

————1.01.23.1Partner
Family member

Known to victim

MA L E S

ACT(c)NT(e)Tas.(c)SA(c)Qld(d)Vic.(c)NSW(b)The of f ende r i s . . .

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT PROPORT IONS, Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to

vic t im by selec ted states and ter r i to r ies (a )4.4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim is

recorded across the states and territories (see Explanatory Notes
paragraphs 45–47).

(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships
(see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).

(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes
ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is
aged less than 18 years (see ExplanatoryNotes paragraph 47).  Ex-partner
includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(e) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(f) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(g) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see

Glossary for more information).
(h) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(h)

4.47.433.63.3Relationship not known(g)
61.877.930.155.9Stranger

17.67.429.223.7Total(f)
17.67.423.919.1Other non-family member

——5.34.6Ex-partner
Non-family member

13.27.47.117.0Total(e)
4.47.42.76.1Other family member
8.8—4.410.9Partner

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

64.770.654.955.6Females
35.329.444.244.4Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

6868113329Total(h)

353811Relationship not known(g)
425334184Stranger

1253378Total(f)
1252763Other non-family member
——615Ex-partner

Non-family member

95856Total(e)
35320Other family member
6—536Partner

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

444862183Females
242050146Males

Sex

NU M B E R

SA(c)Qld(d)Vic.(c)NSW(b)

VICT IMS OF KIDNAPP ING/ABDUCT ION, Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im

by se lec ted states and ter r i to r ies (a )4.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded. Therefore totals may be lower

than in tableselsewhere in the publication.
(b) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim is recorded across

the states and territories (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 45–47).
(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes

ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is aged less

than 18 years (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47). Ex-partner includes
ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(e) Some boyfriend/girlfriend relationships may be included in 'other non-family member'.
(f) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(g) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(h) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for

more information).
(i) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(j) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(i)( j )

14.32.41.21.849.9Relationship not known(h)
79.189.688.888.842.6Stranger

3.36.48.78.86.5Total(g)
3.34.07.88.56.4Other non-family member
——0.90.20.1Ex-partner

Non-family member

3.3—1.30.61.0Total(f)
——0.3—0.3Other family member

3.3—0.60.40.4Partner
Family member

Relationship of offender to victim

25.327.229.223.422.8Females
73.672.870.876.076.6Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

911259491 2782 732Total(i)( j )

13311231 363Relationship not known(h)
721128431 1351 165Stranger

3883112178Total(g)
3574109174Other non-family member

——934Ex-partner
Non-family member

3—12826Total(f)
——3—8Other family member
3—6510Partner

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

2334277299622Females
67916729712 092Males

Sex

NU M B E R

NT(e)Tas.(c)SA(c)Qld(d)Vic.(c)

VICT IMS OF ROBBERY (a) , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by selec ted

states and ter r i to r ies (b )4.6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded. Therefore

totals may be lower than in tables elsewhere in the publication.
(b) There are differences in the way that relationship of offender to victim

is recorded across the states and territories (see Explanatory Notes
paragraphs 45–47).

(c) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend
relationships (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).

(d) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. Ex-partner includes
ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.

(e) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(f) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(g) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately

described' (see Glossary for more information).
(h) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(i) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0Total(h)( i )

—47.36.2Relationship not known(g)
26.79.261.6Stranger

50.035.927.1Total(f)
40.033.624.9Other non-family member
10.02.32.3Ex-partner

Non-family member

23.37.65.1Total(e)
—2.31.7Other family member

13.32.31.7Partner
Relationship of offender to victim

40.029.032.8Females
56.768.765.5Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

30131177Total(h)( i )

—6211Relationship not known(g)
812109Stranger

154748Total(f)
124444Other non-family member

334Ex-partner
Non-family member

7109Total(e)
—33Other family member
433Partner

Relationship of offender to victim

123858Females
1790116Males

Sex

NU M B E R

SA(d)Vic.(d)NSW(c)

VICT IMS OF BLACKMAIL /EXTORT ION (a) , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im

by se lec ted states and ter r i to r ies (b )4.7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(d) Rate calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the
2006 Census of Population and Housing, less experimental
projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(e) Excludes driving causing death.
(f) Counts may be inflated slightly (see Explanatory Notes

paragraph 55)
(g) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded.

Therefore totals may be lower than those in tables elsewhere
in the publication.

(b) Rate calculated using experimental projections of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population for 2010
based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing (see
Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(c) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal
nor Torres Strait Islander.

2.4. .2.4—Blackmail/extortion

78.5. .77.338.7Total robbery

57.7. .56.729.0Unarmed robbery
20.8. .20.69.7Armed robbery

Robbery

4.5. .4.27.9Kidnapping/abduction(f)
88.9. .76.7304.3Sexual assault

1.7. .1.71.8Total homicide and related offences

0.1. .0.1—Manslaughter
0.6. .0.6—Attempted murder
1.0. .1.01.8Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E (g)

100.01.798.3—Blackmail/extortion

100.02.796.21.1Total robbery

100.02.896.01.1Unarmed robbery
100.02.396.71.1Armed robbery

Robbery

100.04.991.24.0Kidnapping/abduction(f)
100.07.884.37.8Sexual assault

100.02.495.22.4Total homicide and related offences

100.0—100.0—Manslaughter
100.07.093.0—Attempted murder
100.0—95.94.1Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

1753172—Blackmail/extortion

5 6821535 46564Total robbery

4 1761194 00948Unarmed robbery
1 506341 45616Armed robbery

Robbery

3291630013Kidnapping/abduction(f)
6 4365055 428503Sexual assault

12631203Total homicide and related offences

10—10—Manslaughter
43340—Attempted murder
73—703Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(c)(d)Indigenous(b)

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by Ind igenous status–  New South Wales4.8 . . . . . . . . .
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(c) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal
nor Torres Strait Islander.

(d) Rate calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the
2006 Census of Population and Housing, less experimental
projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(e) Excludes driving causing death.
(f) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded.

Therefore totals may be lower than those in tables elsewhere
in the publication.

(b) Rate calculated using experimental projections of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population for 2010
based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing (see
Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

1.0. .0.9—Blackmail/extortion

28.2. .26.719.9Total robbery

19.6. .18.616.8Unarmed robbery
8.6. .8.13.1Armed robbery

Robbery

1.5. .1.21.9Kidnapping/abduction
93.9. .69.0300.7Sexual assault

2.1. .1.04.4Total homicide and related offences

0.1. .——Manslaughter
1.0. .0.62.5Attempted murder
1.0. .0.31.9Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E (f)

100.013.386.7—Blackmail/extortion

100.06.291.32.5Total robbery

100.05.491.53.1Unarmed robbery
100.08.090.71.3Armed robbery

Robbery

100.018.677.14.3Kidnapping/abduction
100.017.770.911.4Sexual assault

100.047.345.27.5Total homicide and related offences

100.0100.0——Manslaughter
100.025.665.19.3Attempted murder
100.062.231.16.7Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

45639—Blackmail/extortion

1 274791 16332Total robbery

8854881027Unarmed robbery
389313535Armed robbery

Robbery

7013543Kidnapping/abduction
4 2397523 004483Sexual assault

9344427Total homicide and related offences

55——Manslaughter
4311284Attempted murder
4528143Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(c)(d)Indigenous(b)

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by Ind igenous status–  Queens land4.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(d) Rate calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the
2006 Census of Population and Housing, less experimental
projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(e) Excludes driving causing death.
(f) May include instances of food tampering.
(g) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded.

Therefore totals may be lower than those in tables elsewhere
in the publication.

(b) Rate calculated using experimental projections of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population for 2010
based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing (see
Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(c) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal
nor Torres Strait Islander.

1.9. .1.79.9Blackmail/extortion(f)

57.7. .55.998.7Total robbery

35.9. .34.669.1Unarmed robbery
21.8. .21.329.6Armed robbery

Robbery

4.2. .3.813.2Kidnapping/abduction
82.8. .75.4335.5Sexual assault

2.4. .1.819.7Total homicide and related offences

—. .——Manslaughter
1.5. .1.49.9Attempted murder
0.9. .0.49.9Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E (g)

100.0—90.39.7Blackmail/extortion(f)

100.01.795.23.2Total robbery

100.01.794.73.6Unarmed robbery
100.01.795.82.5Armed robbery

Robbery

100.04.389.95.8Kidnapping/abduction
100.03.289.47.5Sexual assault

100.010.374.415.4Total homicide and related offences

————Manslaughter
100.0—88.012.0Attempted murder
100.028.650.021.4Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

31—283Blackmail/extortion(f)

9491690330Total robbery

5901055921Unarmed robbery
35963449Armed robbery

Robbery

693624Kidnapping/abduction
1 362431 217102Sexual assault

394296Total homicide and related offences

————Manslaughter
25—223Attempted murder
14473Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(c)(d)Indigenous(b)

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by Ind igenous status–  South Aust ra l i a4.10 . . . . . . . . .
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(c) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal
nor Torres Strait Islander.

(d) Rate calculated using 2010 preliminary ERP based on the
2006 Census of Population and Housing, less experimental
projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population (see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

(e) Excludes driving causing death.
(f) Rate per 100,000 population (see Explanatory Notes

paragraphs 17–20).

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes person victims only, organisations are excluded.

Therefore totals may be lower than those in tables elsewhere
in the publication.

(b) Rate calculated using experimental projections of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population for 2010
based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing (see
Explanatory Notes paragraphs 21–25).

—. .——Blackmail/extortion

39.6. .46.814.4Total robbery

20.5. .25.64.3Unarmed robbery
19.2. .21.210.1Armed robbery

Robbery

1.3. .—4.3Kidnapping/abduction
136.3. .92.9207.7Sexual assault

13.1. .11.815.9Total homicide and related offences

1.3. .1.9—Manslaughter
7.0. .8.14.3Attempted murder
4.8. .1.911.5Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E (f)

————Blackmail/extortion

100.06.682.411.0Total robbery

100.06.487.26.4Unarmed robbery
100.06.877.315.9Armed robbery

Robbery

100.0——100.0Kidnapping/abduction
100.06.447.646.0Sexual assault

100.0—63.336.7Total homicide and related offences

100.0—100.0—Manslaughter
100.0—81.318.8Attempted murder
100.0—27.372.7Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

————Blackmail/extortion

9167510Total robbery

473413Unarmed robbery
443347Armed robbery

Robbery

3——3Kidnapping/abduction
31320149144Sexual assault

30—1911Total homicide and related offences

3—3—Manslaughter
16—133Attempted murder
11—38Murder

Homicide and related offences(e)

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(c)(d)Indigenous(b)

VICT IMS (a) , Selec ted of fences by Ind igenous status–  Nor thern Ter r i to ry4.11 . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander.
(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend and ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships (see Explanatory Notes

paragraph 47).
(c) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(d) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(e) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more information).
(f) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(g) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(f)(g)

2.85.12.35.6Relationship not known(e)
17.610.918.99.5Stranger

42.638.842.844.1Total(d)
42.638.842.844.1Other non-family member

————Ex-partner
Non-family member

36.044.634.839.6Total(c)
14.022.813.214.9Other family member
13.112.913.211.7Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

84.281.284.385.5Females
15.818.815.614.5Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

6 4365055 428503Total(f)(g)

1812612728Relationship not known(e)
1 131551 02848Stranger

2 7411962 323222Total(d)
2 7411962 323222Other non-family member

————Ex-partner
Non-family member

2 3152251 891199Total(c)
90411571475Other family member
8436571959Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

5 4174104 577430Females
1 0179584973Males

Sex

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(a)Indigenous

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by

Ind igenous status–  New South Wales4.12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander.
(b) Partner includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships except where the victim is aged less than 18 years (see

Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).
(c) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(d) Includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(e) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more information).
(g) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(h) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(g)(h)

3.711.22.02.1Relationship not known(f)
26.924.228.421.8Stranger

39.934.041.439.6Total(e)
39.334.040.639.6Other non-family member

0.6—0.8—Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

29.530.628.236.3Total(c)
10.811.610.89.3Other family member

5.13.34.99.1Partner(b)
Family member

Relationship of offender to victim

82.474.184.284.4Females
17.022.515.815.6Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

4 2387523 004482Total(g)(h)

155846110Relationship not known(f)
1 140182853105Stranger

1 6912561 244191Total(e)
1 6672561 220191Other non-family member

24—24—Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

1 251230846175Total(c)
4568732445Other family member
2162514744Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

3 4925572 528407Females
71916947575Males

Sex

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(a)Indigenous

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by

Ind igenous status–  Queens land4.13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The victim has identified/been identified as neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander.
(b) Includes boyfriend/girlfriend relationships.
(c) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.
(d) Includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(e) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more information).
(g) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(h) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(g)(h)

2.1—2.12.9Relationship not known(f)
23.734.924.114.7Stranger

48.855.848.647.1Total(e)
41.841.941.841.2Other non-family member

5.97.05.95.9Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

25.59.325.235.3Total(c)
11.29.311.57.8Other family member

7.8—7.612.7Partner(b)
Family member

Relationship of offender to victim

87.695.387.388.2Females
12.3—12.711.8Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

1 362431 217102Total(g)(h)

28—253Relationship not known(f)
3231529315Stranger

6642459248Total(e)
5691850942Other non-family member

813726Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

347430736Total(c)
15241408Other family member
106—9313Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

1 193411 06290Females
167—15512Males

Sex

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(a)Indigenous

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by

Ind igenous status–  South Aust ra l i a4.14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

56 A B S • R E C O R D E D CR I M E - V I C T I M S • 4 5 1 0 . 0 • 2 0 1 0

CH A P T E R 4 • V I C T I M S OF CR I M E , S T A T E S A N D T E R R I T O R I E S



(d) Includes ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend relationships.
(e) Includes non-family member, n.f.d.
(f) Includes 'no offender identified' and 'not

stated/inadequately described' (see Glossary for more
information).

(g) Includes known to victim, n.f.d.
(h) Includes victims for whom sex was not specified.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The victim has identified/been identified as neither

Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander.
(b) Some boyfriend/girlfriend relationships may be

included in 'other non-family member' rather than
'partner' (see Explanatory Notes paragraph 47).

(c) Includes other related family member, n.e.c.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total(g)(h)

15.8—8.125.7Relationship not known(f)
22.341.233.68.3Stranger

39.441.241.636.8Total(e)
34.541.238.329.9Other non-family member(b)

4.8—3.46.9Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

22.617.616.829.2Total(c)
9.017.610.76.3Other family member
6.8—3.411.1Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

91.485.092.691.0Females
8.615.07.49.0Males

Sex

PR O P O R T I O N (% )

31320149144Total(g)(h)

49—1237Relationship not known(f)
6975012Stranger

12276253Total(e)
10775743Other non-family member(b)

15—510Ex-partner(d)
Non-family member

7032542Total(c)
283169Other family member
21—516Partner(b)

Family member
Relationship of offender to victim

28617138131Females
2731113Males

Sex

NU M B E R

PersonsNot statedNon-Indigenous(a)Indigenous

VICT IMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip of of fender to vic t im by

Ind igenous status–  Nor thern Ter r i to ry4.15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A B S • R E C O R D E D CR I M E - V I C T I M S • 4 5 1 0 . 0 • 2 0 1 0 57

CH A P T E R 4 • V I C T I M S OF CR I M E , S T A T E S A N D T E R R I T O R I E S



EX P L A N A T O R Y NO T E S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5    The scope of this collection includes victims of offences classified to selected

divisions and/or subdivisions of ANZSOC. Selected offences include:

! Homicide and related offences (including murder, attempted murder and

manslaughter, but excluding driving causing death and conspiracy to murder);

! Assault;

! Sexual assault;

! Kidnapping/abduction;

! Robbery;

! Blackmail/extortion;

! Unlawful entry with intent (UEWI);

! Motor vehicle theft; and

! Other theft.

6    National data for assault are not available for recorded crime victims due to a lack of

comparability; however, national data for this offence are available from the ABS National

Crime Victimisation Survey. Recorded Crime – Victims data for assault should not be

compared across jurisdictions. It is recommended that the National Crime Victimisation

Survey be used to make cross-jurisdiction comparisons. For further information see

Chapter 3 and paragraphs 36–44.

SC O P E

4    Statistics in this publication are derived from information on victimisation incidents

collected by the ABS from administrative records held by police agencies within each

state and territory.

DA T A SO U R C E

3    The 2010 publication marks a break in series for the Recorded Crime – Victims

collection. This is due to changes in police recording practices, implementation of a

revised offence classification and completion of the National Crime Recording Standard

(NCRS) implementation. Consequently comparisons should not be made between data

in this publication and victims data published prior to 2011.

BR E A K IN SE R I E S

1    This publication presents national statistics relating to victimisation incidents for a

selected range of offences recorded by police during the 2010 calendar year. These

offences may have been reported by a victim, witness or other person, or they may have

been detected by police. They provide indicators of the level and nature of these offence

incidents.

2    These statistics are not designed to provide counts of either the total number of

victims, nor the total number of individual offences that come to the attention of police

as:

! The same victim may be counted more than once in incidents involving multiple

offences where these offences are of different types (i.e. belong to different

Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (ANZSOC) divisions) or

if the same person is a victim on more than one occasion in the same reference year

and reports these incidents to police on separate occasions.

! Conversely, for an incident involving multiple offences that belong to the same

ANZSOC division offence category, only the most serious offence within that

ANZSOC division will be counted. For further information refer to paragraphs 26–32.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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17    Victimisation rates are expressed as victims per 100,000 of the ABS Estimated

Resident Population (ERP). These rates generally accord with international and state and

territory practice, and are calculated using the midpoint of the reference period  

(i.e. 30 June).

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E S

14    The offence categories used for the national crime victims statistics in this

publication are based on the Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence

Classification (ANZSOC), (third edition) (cat. no. 1234.0). The third edition of ANZSOC

has been developed for use within Australia and New Zealand for the production and

analysis of crime and justice statistics. It replaces the second edition and incorporates a

title change from ASOC to ANZSOC only. The classification content and structure –

which was updated in the second edition of ANZSOC following a minor review of the

first edition of ANZSOC released in 1997 – remains unchanged.

15    The objective of the ANZSOC is to provide a uniform national statistical framework

for classifying criminal behaviour in the production and analysis of crime and justice

statistics.

16    For further information on the mapping of national offence categories to the

ANZSOC see Appendix 1.

CL A S S I F I C A T I O N S

13    National crime statistics are produced annually on a calendar year basis. The

reference period for this publication relates to offences that have been reported to

police between 1 January and 31 December 2010.

RE F E R E N C E PE R I O D

7    With the exception of motor vehicle theft, statistics in this publication relate to both

completed and attempted offences, i.e. those where the intent is not fulfilled. Attempted

motor vehicle thefts are excluded from the scope of the collection due to difficulties in

distinguishing these offences from criminal damage.

8    Attempts to commit an offence are classified to the same ANZSOC subdivision/group

as completed offences. The exception to this is murder, where murder and attempted

murder are distinguished as separate offence categories.

9    The scope excludes the following:

! conspiracy offences.

! threats to commit an offence. An exception to this exclusion is assault where there is

an apprehension that the direct threat of force, injury, or violence could be enacted,

which is in-scope of the collection. This also applies to offences like robbery,

kidnapping/abduction and blackmail/extortion where an element of threat is implicit

in the nature of the crime.

! aid, abet and accessory offences

! deprivation of liberty offences.

10    A victim can be a person, a premises, an organisation or a motor vehicle depending

on the type of offence.

11    Where the outcome of investigation determines that there was 'no crime'

committed, these counts are excluded from the data. This can occur when offences are

recorded then at a later point in time these offences were deemed to be unfounded, i.e.

false or baseless. For further information see paragraphs 48–49.

12    The geographic definition of Australia, as used by the ABS, includes other

territories. However, these territories are generally out of scope for ABS collections.

Victims of crime on the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Christmas Island are included in the

counts for Western Australia, where applicable. Victims of crime in Jervis Bay Territory,

or any other area under Australian Federal Police jurisdiction are not included in any

counts in this publication.

SC O P E  continued
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26    The following provides an explanation about how victims are treated and counted

in this collection.

CO U N T I N G ME T H O D O L O G Y

Counting unit

21    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victimisation rates are expressed per 100,000

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population. Rates for the Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander population presented in this publication are based on the Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander population data in Experimental Estimates and Projections,

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 1991 to 2021 (cat. no. 3238.0). These

estimates and projections are based on data from the 2006 Census of Population and

Housing, and rely upon assumptions about future fertility, paternity, life expectancy at

birth and migration.

22    The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander projections used for 2010 are based on

Series B (refer to Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Australians, 1991 to 2021 (cat. no. 3238.0)). Series B is one of two main

projection series (Series A and B) that have been published for the years 2007 to 2021.

Both of these series assume an annual decline of 0.5% in fertility rates; an annual

increase of 1% in paternity rates; constant interstate migration at levels observed in the

2006 Census; and zero net overseas migration with no arrivals and no departures. Two

different assumptions were made about future Indigenous life expectancy at birth for

Australia:

! in Series A, Indigenous life expectancy at birth will remain constant at 67.3 years for

males and 73.0 years for females for the duration of the projection period; and

! in Series B, Indigenous life expectancy at birth will increase by 0.3 years per year for

both males and females, reaching 72.1 years for males and 77.8 years for females by

2021. This equates to an increase in life expectancy at birth of 5 years over the 15

year projection period for both males and females.

23    If Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victim counts remained constant, an

expected result of the change to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population

estimates would be a decrease in the victimisation rate due to the assumptions used by

Series B resulting in higher population estimates and projections than those previously

used.

24    Rates for the non-Indigenous population are calculated using the ERP for the state

or territory minus the projected Indigenous population.

25    Care should be exercised in interpreting rates based on small numbers of victims.

Aboriginal and Torres Strai t

Islander vict imisat ion rates

18    Due to the break in series, victimisation rates are only presented for 2010 data in

this publication. Rates published prior to this period should not be compared with 2010

victimisation rates. For further information refer to paragraph 3.

19    For population estimates and information on the methodology used to produce

ERP, see Australian Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0). For Recorded Crime –

Victims data, all estimates and projections for the Australian Capital Territory exclude

Jervis Bay Territory. All estimates and projections for Australia exclude the external

territories of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands.

20    The risk of victimisation varies depending on the age and sex of the victim. This

publication includes details of the age and sex of the victim, and age and sex specific

victimisation rates. Rates are calculated using estimates of the age and sex breakdown of

the population. For the offence categories of robbery and blackmail/extortion, where the

victim may be a person or an organisation, victimisation rates have been provided for

person victims only.

V I C T I M I S A T I O N RA T E S  continued
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30    The above diagram shows how one unique person who has been a victim of five

offences is counted three times, due to the types of offences committed.

31    Other examples of how different victim scenarios are counted are explained below:

! If a victim is assaulted by several offenders or a victim is repeatedly assaulted by the

same offender, the victim would be counted once for assault.

! If the same victim is repeatedly abused over a period of time (i.e. long term abuse)

and reports all instances of abuse to police at a single point in time, then the victim

would be counted only once. On the other hand, where the victim reports these

incidents to police at different times, then a count is made for each separate report.

! If a bank with several customers present is robbed, one robbery is counted, with the

victim being the bank. If personal property is also taken from two customers, there

would be three victims; the bank and the two customers.

Serious assault 
resulting in 

injury
(ANZSOC 0211)

Serious assault 
not resulting in 

injury
(ANZSOC 0212)

Aggravated 
sexual assault

(ANZSOC 0311)

Non-aggravated 
sexual assault

(ANZSOC 0312)

Abduction and 
kidnapping

(ANZSOC 0511)

Victim count 1

Assault

Victim count 2

Sexual assault

Victim count 3

Abduction/ 
kidnapping

Victim

27    Data are compiled on the basis of the date an offence is reported to police and

recorded within a reference period. This corresponds to either the date the offence was

reported to police by a member of the public or when it was detected by police, and was

recorded on police systems. The report date may not necessarily be the date when the

offence occurred. This is particularly the case for homicide and related offences and

sexual assault offences, where in some instances the time difference between when the

offence(s) occurred and the report/detection date may be substantial.

28    A victim can be a person, premises, organisation or motor vehicle depending on the

type of offence. A victim of a criminal incident is classified to one of the offence

categories in scope of this collection (see paragraphs 5–12 for offences in scope).

29    It should be noted that the Recorded Crime – Victims collection does not

enumerate unique persons or organisations. If a person is a victim of one offence, they

will be counted once in this publication. If a person is a victim of multiple offences that

fall within the same ANZSOC division, the victim is counted once, and the lowest

ANZSOC code recorded within that division is recorded as the offence. If a person is a

victim of the same offence multiple times on the same day, the victim is counted once. If

a person is a victim of multiple offences that fall in different ANZSOC divisions, the victim

is counted once in each of the different divisions, meaning one victim can be presented

multiple times under different offence divisions. The following diagram illustrates the

counting rules for the Recorded Crime – Victims collection.

Counting unit  continued
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36    National statistics require a level of uniformity when compiling data from different

states and territories. A number of standards, classifications and counting rules have

been developed since the inception of this collection to improve national comparability.

However, over time significant differences and changes in the business rules,

procedures, systems, policies and recording practices of police agencies across Australia

have resulted in some discrepancies in data between states and territories for some

offence types.

DA T A CO M P A R A B I L I T Y

34    This publication presents data for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims for a

selected range of personal offences for New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia

and the Northern Territory. Based on an ABS assessment of data quality, Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander data for recorded victims of crime for other jurisdictions are not of

sufficient quality for national reporting in 2010. For information about Indigenous rates

refer to paragraphs 21–25.

35    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status is based on self-identification by the

individual who comes into contact with police. The quality of the data is dependent on

police asking individuals to self-identify and responses being recorded on police systems.

Where individuals are not able to provide an answer for themselves, jurisdictions may

accept a response where a next of kin/guardian provides the information.

AB O R I G I N A L AN D TO R R E S

ST R A I T I S L A N D E R V I C T I M S

33    For the Recorded Crime – Victims collection, the age information collected about a

victim relates to the age of the victim at the time they become known to police rather

than the age that the person became a victim. For example, if a victim was sexually

assaulted at age 14 years but did not report the offence until they were 18 years of age,

their age as presented in the data in this publication would be 18 years. Therefore, it is

not possible to derive an accurate count of victims at the age when they were victimised.

Age of vict ims

! One victim is counted for each motor vehicle stolen. For example, if five cars are

stolen from a car yard, this is counted as five motor vehicle thefts.

32    For the offence of Unlawful Entry With Intent (UEWI) the following applies:

! One victim is counted for each place/premises victimised, which can consist of

either a single structure (e.g. house), part of a single structure (e.g. flat), or multiple

structures (e.g. farmstead with house, barns and sheds). The same property

containing the same structure(s) can be counted differently depending on the

occupancy arrangements at the time.

! For multiple structures on the same property with the same occupant(s), one victim

is counted regardless of the number of separate structures unlawfully entered with

intent. This would apply to a house with attached or unattached garage and a

backyard shed located on the one property; and warehouses occupied by a sole

organisation located on the same property.

! For multiple structures on the same property, but occupied by more than one

household or organisation, one victim is counted for each separate household or

organisation. Where a business premises has an attached residence that is occupied

by the same person(s), the registered business is considered to be a separate victim.

! In the case of UEWI to individual areas in a building that is rented, leased or

occupied separately, one victim is counted for each separate tenant/owner. For

example, in a block of 10 flats leased by 10 different tenants where three flats are

unlawfully entered, there would be a count of three UEWIs. If unlawful entry to the

building itself is recorded, an additional offence of UEWI to that building is counted.

This instance would apply to apartments in one building, offices of several

commercial firms in one business building, shops in a shopping complex, hotel

rooms and lodging houses.

Counting unit  continued
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42    A National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) was developed to address the lack of

a uniform standard in the initial police recording processes. This standard complements

the already established classifications and counting rules for the Recorded Crime –

Victims collection and improves the level of comparability of these statistics across

jurisdictions.

43    The NCRS, comprising a uniform set of business rules and requirements, has been

developed in collaboration with police agencies across Australia to guide the recording

and counting of criminal incidents for statistical purposes and enable consistency in

recording. A comprehensive set of scenarios has also been developed which underpin

the rules and requirements of the NCRS. These scenarios provide police agencies with

guidance about how to deal with an incident from the point at which it comes to police

attention, to the point at which it is recorded into crime statistics. The main objective of

the NCRS is to provide clear guidance to police agencies on the criteria to be considered

when making a judgement as to what should be recorded on police recording systems to

meet national crime statistical requirements.

44    The application of the rules and requirements of the NCRS enable the recording of

crime for statistical purposes in a comparable manner, while still allowing for the

recording and retaining of information on police systems for the primary reasons of

operational investigation and law enforcement. Given the nature of policing, many

factors ultimately influence the level of recorded crime. Social, cultural and economic

factors may influence the level of criminal offending or the level of reporting to police.

Recorded crime statistics are the by-product of an administrative system and will be

affected by changes within that system. The introduction of new technologies or changes

in police business practices and resources are also likely to influence levels of recorded

crime which may not necessarily reflect changes in the actual number of criminal

National Crime Recording

Standard

37    Findings from the Differences in Recorded Crime Statistics (DiRCS) project released

in 2005 indicated that data for assault were not comparable across all states and

territories. Testing of this offence type highlighted that there were inconsistent

recording practices across the states and territories. Some jurisdictions almost always

record a reported criminal incident on their crime recording system, whereas other

jurisdictions apply a threshold test prior to a record being made (e.g. whether the victim

wishes to proceed against the offender or the seriousness of the incident). These

thresholds varied across jurisdictions and were not guided by national standards.

38    The project also concluded that once a crime had been recorded in a crime

recording system there was no evidence to suggest that processes within any state or

territory had a significant impact on differences in recorded crime statistics.

39    In considering other aspects of recorded crime statistics, the DiRCS project and

subsequent data quality investigations concluded that information for offence types

other than assault were satisfactory for the level of comparison presented in this

publication. Where there are known specific issues for individual states and territories,

these are described in paragraphs 54–70.

40    As a consequence of the lack of data comparability for assault, national data are not

published. Assault data are provided in this publication for individual states and

territories, however they should not be used for cross-jurisdiction comparisons. A paper

outlining the conduct and outcomes of the DiRCS project is available on the National

Statistical Service website <www.nss.gov.au>. The paper was prepared by the ABS

National Crime Statistics Unit (NCSU) on behalf of the NCSU Board of Management.

41    For more detailed information about data comparability in relation to the Recorded

Crime – Victims collection, refer to the publication Measuring Victims of Crime: A Guide

to Using Administrative and Survey Data, June 2011 (cat. no. 4500.0.55.001).

DA T A CO M P A R A B I L I T Y  continued
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51    A further source of crime victimisation data that measures people's experience of

violence, harassment and stalking is the ABS Personal Safety Survey, last run in 2005. This

survey was conducted by personal interview and provides detailed information collected

from individuals about: their experiences of threats/attempts or actual physical assault or

sexual assault; the type of perpetrator; experience of harassment and stalking; reporting

of incidents to police; feelings of safety; and includes a range of characteristics about

Personal Safety Survey,

Austral ia

50    Another key source of data about people's experience of crime is the annual ABS

Crime Victimisation Survey, which is a complementary source to the Recorded Crime –

Victims collection. This survey collects information directly from individuals and

households about their experiences of crime, the extent to which incidents of crime

were subsequently reported to police and perceptions of neighbourhood problems and

feelings of safety for a broad selected set of offences (see Crime Victimisation, Australia

(cat. no. 4530.0)). The Crime Victimisation Survey replaced the previous Crime and

Safety Survey (cat. no. 4509.0) that was last conducted in 2005. Due to differences in

recording across states and territories, it is recommended that the survey data be used as

the source to compare assault data across jurisdictions, rather than data presented in this

publication.

CO M P A R I S O N S TO OT H E R

AB S DA T A

Crime Vict imisat ion, Austral ia

48    An element of the NCRS included the creation of a 'no crime' category. For 2010,

where police have determined after investigation that 'no crime' has occurred, these

counts are excluded from the data.

49    The Northern Territory is unable to code their outcome of investigation data to

meet the requirements of the national outcome code 'no crime'. As a result, Northern

Territory data may include victim counts for those situations where police have

determined after investigation that 'no crime' has occurred.

Outcomes of Invest igat ions

45    The relationship of offender to victim is defined as the relationship of the alleged

offender to the victim as perceived by the victim at the time of the offence, not when

further investigation has occurred or an offender is apprehended at a later date.

46    Data are not available for Western Australia as it is not captured on the same basis

as other states and territories (i.e. at the time the offence is recorded). New South Wales

is unable to provide data for robbery offences. Several jurisdictions are unable to provide

data for other theft and blackmail/extortion as the victim can be either a person or an

organisation. As a result, these offences have been excluded from tables. Victoria records

the relationship of the victim to offender rather than the offender to the victim, and data

is subsequently recoded to meet the Recorded Crime – Victims relationship

classification.

47    There is some inconsistency in coding of current and former boyfriends and

girlfriends across the jurisdictions, which should be taken into account when making

comparisons:

! Boyfriend/girlfriend: for New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and

the Australian Capital Territory, boyfriends and girlfriends are included in 'Partner'.

For Queensland and the Northern Territory, some boyfriends and girlfriends may be

included in 'Other non-family member n.e.c.' or in 'Partner'. In Queensland

boyfriend/girlfriend is coded as 'friend' for victims aged under 18 years.

! Ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend: for Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,

Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory ex-boyfriends and

ex-girlfriends are included in 'Ex-partner'. New South Wales includes ex-boyfriends

and ex-girlfriends in 'Partner'.

Relat ionship of offender to

vict im

incidents. Changes to legislation may also have an impact on the level of recorded crime

and on the types of offences recorded.

National Crime Recording

Standard  continued
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60    South Australia does not record an assault for an unknown victim but may record

an other offence such as theft (when evidence suggests an assault or an other offence

has taken place) if they cannot locate a victim or their representative.

61    South Australia records all family and domestic violence related assaults even if the

victim does not want to proceed.

62    South Australia Police record a single victim in instances where multiple vehicles

belonging to that victim are stolen in a single incident. Victims of motor vehicle theft

may therefore be understated. However, impact to victim counts is considered minimal.

South Austral ia

58    Victoria may record an offence (where the facts indicate that a crime has been

committed) if the victim does not wish to proceed, depending on the severity of that

offence.

59    Property taken in association with UEWI may not always be identified due to

limitations in recording options in the Victoria Police LEAP computer system. Therefore,

caution should be used when assessing the sub components of UEWI. The total counts

for UEWI are correct, however further disaggregation results in an undercount for 'UEWI

- involving the taking of property' and an over count of 'UEWI - other'.

Victor ia

55    Counts of kidnapping/abduction may be inflated slightly. 'Deprivation of liberty'

(which is out of scope for this collection) is not separately identifiable on the NSW Police

recording system; therefore counts of this offence type are also included in the

kidnapping/abduction offence category.

56    All family and domestic violence related assaults are recorded even if the victim

does not want to proceed.

57    An assault will still be recorded if there are no signs of injury and the victim does

not wish to take the matter further. There is also a propensity in New South Wales to

record assault as a part of public disturbances (e.g. a pub brawl).

New South Wales

54    The following information highlights events or processes unique to a state/territory

that may have an impact on the data for this collection. This may include specific

initiatives, recording practices, or changes to legislation or policy supplied by each

state/territory.

ST A T E / T E R R I T O R Y EV E N T S

AN D SP E C I F I C I S S U E S

53    The statistics presented in this publication may be different from those published

by police forces in individual states and territories. Different definitions of offences (see

Glossary) and counting methodology (see paragraphs 26–33) will result in variations.

National recorded crime victims statistics are compiled on a victim basis in that they

count the number of victims for each individual ANZSOC division offence category,

rather than the number of breaches of the criminal law.

CO M P A R I S O N S TO NO N - A B S

SO U R C E S

52    As different methods are used, caution should be exercised in making any direct

comparisons between different data sources. The information paper Measuring Victims

of Crime: A Guide to Using Administrative and Survey Data (cat.no.4522.0.55.001) was

released by the ABS in June 2011. The main aim of this paper is to increase community

understanding of the nature of different collection methodologies of crime victimisation

data in Australia and why the findings from different data sources may differ. The paper

outlines national crime victimisation statistics available from several different sources in

the Australian context (including Recorded Crime – Victims) and draws comparisons

between the statistics from these sources. The paper also describes methodological

differences between survey sources and the possible impacts of the methodological

differences between the survey vehicles.

Other explanatory information

some of these incidents of violence (see Personal Safety Survey, Australia, 2005 (cat. no.

4906.0)).

Personal Safety Survey,

Austral ia  continued
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74    Other ABS publications which may be of interest include:

! Australian Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0) - issued quarterly

! Australian Social Trends (cat. no. 4102.0) - issued quarterly

! Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence Classification (cat. no. 1234.0)

-irregular

! Causes of Death, Australia (cat. no. 3303.0) - issued annually

! Corrective Services, Australia (cat. no. 4512.0) - issued quarterly

RE L A T E D PU B L I C A T I O N S

ABS publ icat ions

73    Additional state and territory data are available free of charge on the ABS website

under the 'Details' tab for this product. A list of these data cubes can be found at

Appendix 2. Unpublished data may be available on request on a fee-for-service basis. For

further information, contact the National Centre for Crime and Justice Statistics (NCCJS)

by email at <crime.justice@abs.gov.au>.

AD D I T I O N A L DA T A

72    Statistics produced on the basis of date reported may be affected over time by lags

in completing and/or processing some crime reports. Where offences reported in the

reference year are not processed for inclusion in the national statistics until the following

year, revised data are included in subsequent publications and noted accordingly.

RE V I S I O N S

71    The data presented in this publication have been confidentialised to prevent

identification of victims. Table cells containing small values have been randomly adjusted

to avoid releasing confidential information. Due to this randomisation process, totals

may vary slightly across tables. These adjustments do not impair the value of the tables as

a whole.

CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y

70    Motor vehicles that are stolen in the Australian Capital Territory, but recovered in

another state/territory are recorded on the Australian Capital Territory operational IT

systems and included in the counts.

Austral ian Capital Terr i tory

67    Assault in the Northern Territory is clearly defined under sections 187-188 of the NT

Criminal Code Act and therefore does not rely on common law definitions.

68    If after a report of an assault further investigation reveals insufficient evidence, but

in the judgement of a police officer a crime did take place, a record of an assault will still

be made on the Northern Territory Police administrative recording system (PROMIS)

with an outcome code of 'insufficient evidence'.

69    The Northern Territory case management system does not include a 'no crime'

outcome of investigation code. As a result, Northern Territory data may include victim

counts for those situations where police have determined after investigation that 'no

crime' has occurred. This differs to all other states and territories where 'no crime' data

has been excluded from the victim counts.

Northern Terr i tory

66    The legal age of consent (that is, when it is legal for young people to consent to

sex) for South Australia and Tasmania is 17 years of age. The legal age of consent in all

other states and territories is 16.

Tasmania

64    It is a legal requirement in Western Australia for doctors, nurses, midwives, teachers

and police officers to report all reasonable beliefs of child sexual abuse to the

Department for Child Protection.

65    Western Australia does not record an assault or any other offence (when evidence

suggests an assault has taken place) if they cannot locate a victim or their representative

and when the evidence suggests that the assault is minor.

Western Austral ia

63    The legal age of consent (that is, when it is legal for young people to consent to

sex) for South Australia and Tasmania is 17 years of age. The legal age of consent in all

other states and territories is 16.

South Austral ia  continued
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76    Non-ABS sources which may be of interest include:

! Australian Crime Commission, Australian Illicit Drug Report

! Australian Federal Police, Annual Report

! Australian Institute of Criminology, List of Publications <http://www.aic.gov.au>

! Crime Research Centre, University of Western Australia, Crime and Justice Statistics

for Western Australia

! NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, New South Wales Recorded Crime

Statistics

! Office of Crime Prevention, Northern Territory Government, Northern Territory

Quarterly Crime and Justice Statistics

! Office of Crime Statistics and Research, South Australia, Crime and Justice in South

Australia

! Queensland Police Service, Statistical Review

! Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision, Report on

Government Services

! South Australian Police Department, Statistical Review Annual Report

! Tasmanian Department of Police and Public Safety, Annual Report

! Victoria Police, Crime Statistics.

Non-ABS publ icat ions

! Crime and Safety, Australia (cat. no. 4509.0) - last issue 2006

! Crime and Safety, New South Wales (cat. no. 4509.1) - irregular

! Crime Victimisation, Australia (cat. no. 4530.0) - issued annually

! Criminal Courts, Australia (cat. no. 4513.0) - issued annually

! Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Australians, 30 June 1991 to 30 June 2009 (cat. no. 3238.0) - issued five yearly

! General Social Survey: Summary Results, Australia (cat. no. 4159.0) - four yearly

! Information Paper: Measuring Victims of Crime: A Guide to Using Administrative

and Survey Data (cat. no. 4522.0.55.001) - irregular

! Information Paper: National Information Development Plan for Crime and

Justice Statistics 2005 (cat. no. 4520.0) - single issue

! Measures of Australia's Progress (cat. no. 1370.0) - issued biennially

! Motor Vehicle Census, Australia (cat. no. 9309.0) - issued annually

! National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey (cat. no. 4714.0) -

irregular

! Personal Safety Survey (cat. no. 4906.0) - irregular

! Prisoners in Australia (cat. no. 4517.0) - issued annually

! Recorded Crime - Offenders, Australia (cat. no. 4519.0) - issued annually

! Sexual Assault in Australia: A Statistical Overview (cat. no. 4523.0) - single issue

! Year Book Australia (cat. no. 1301.0) - biennial

75    Current publications and other products released by the ABS are available from the

ABS website <www.abs.gov.au>. The ABS also provides a Release Calendar on the

website detailing products to be released in the next six months. The National Centre for

Crime and Justice Statistics within the ABS releases Crime and Justice News (cat. no.

4500.0), an annual newsletter that is published on the ABS website. The National Centre

for Crime and Justice Statistics can be contacted by email <crime.justice@abs.gov.au>.

ABS publ icat ions  continued

Catalogue numbercat. no.

Australian Standard Offence ClassificationASOC

Australian and New Zealand Standard Offence ClassificationANZSOC

Australian Capital TerritoryACT

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABS

Australian Accounting Research FoundationAARFAB B R E V I A T I O N S
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Western AustraliaWA

VictoriaVic.

unlawful entry with intentUEWI

TasmaniaTas.

South AustraliaSA

QueenslandQld

Northern TerritoryNT

New South WalesNSW

National Crime Statistics UnitNCSU

National Crime Recording StandardNCRS

National Centre for Crime and Justice Statistics, Australian Bureau of StatisticsNCCJS

numberno.

not further definedn.f.d.

not elsewhere classifiedn.e.c.

estimated resident populationERP

Differences in Recorded Crime StatisticsDiRCS
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APP E N D I X 1 MA P P I N G OF RE C O R D E D CR I M E OF F E N C E S TO
AN Z S O C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Illegal use of property (except motor vehicles)0841 

Theft (except motor vehicles), n.e.c.0829 

Theft from retail premises0823 

Theft from a person (excluding by force)0821 

Theft of motor vehicle parts or contents0813Other theft

Illegal use of a motor vehicle0812 

Theft of a motor vehicle0811Motor vehicle theft

Unlawful entry with intent/burglary, break and enter0711Unlawful entry with intent

Blackmail and extortion0621Blackmail/extortion

Non-aggravated robbery0612 

Aggravated robbery0611 

Robbery0610Robbery

Abduction and kidnapping0511Kidnapping/abduction

Non-aggravated sexual assault0312 

Aggravated sexual assault0311 

Sexual assault0310Sexual assault

Common assault0213 

Serious assault not resulting in injury0212 

Serious assault resulting in injury0211 

Assault0210Assault

Manslaughter0131 

Attempted murder0121 

Murder0111Homicide and related offences

ANZSOC

Offence

ANZSOC

CodeNat i ona l Of f ence Ca tego r y

 A1.1
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APP E N D I X 2 L I S T OF SU P P L E M E N T A R Y DA T A CU B E S . . . . . . . . . . .

1. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, New South Wales

2. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Victoria

3. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Queensland

4. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, South Australia

5. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Western Australia

Outcome of invest igat ion at

30 days

1. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, New South

Wales

2. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Victoria

3. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Queensland

4. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, South Australia

5. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Western

Australia

6. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Tasmania

7. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Northern

Territory

8. Victims, use of weapon in commission of offence by selected offences, Australian

Capital Territory

Use of weapon in commission

of offence

1. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, New South Wales

2. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Victoria

3. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Queensland

4. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, South Australia

5. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Western Australia

6. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Tasmania

7. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Northern Territory

8. Victims, location where offence occurred by selected offences, Australian Capital

Territory

Locat ion where offence

occurred

1. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, New South Wales

2. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Victoria

3. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Queensland

4. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, South Australia

5. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Western Australia

6. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Tasmania

7. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Northern Territory

8. Victims, sex and age group by selected offences, Australian Capital Territory

Sex and age group

The following supplementary data cubes are available for free from the ABS website.ST A T E AN D TE R R I T O R Y

DE T A I L
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1. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and sex, New

South Wales

2. Victims of sexual assault, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, New South

Wales

3. Victims of robbery, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, New South Wales

4. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and

sex, New South Wales

5. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and sex,

Queensland

6. Victims of sexual assault, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, Queensland

7. Victims of robbery, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, Queensland

8. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and

sex, Queensland

9. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and sex,

South Australia

10. Victims of sexual assault, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, South

Australia

11. Victims of robbery, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, South Australia

12. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and

sex, South Australia

Indigenous vict ims of crime

1. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, New South Wales

2. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, New South

Wales

3. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Victoria

4. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Victoria

5. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Queensland

6. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Queensland

7. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, South Australia

8. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, South

Australia

9. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Tasmania

10. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Tasmania

11. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Northern Territory

12. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Northern

Territory

13. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Australian Capital

Territory

14. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by age group, Australian

Capital Territory

Relat ionship of offender to

vict im

6. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Tasmania

7. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Northern Territory

8. Victims, selected offences by outcome of investigation at 30 days, Australian Capital

Territory

Outcome of invest igat ion at

30 days  continued
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13. Victims of assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and sex,

Northern Territory

14. Victims of sexual assault, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, Northern

Territory

15. Victims of robbery, selected characteristics by Indigenous status, Northern Territory

16. Victims of sexual assault, relationship of offender to victim by Indigenous status and

sex, Northern Territory

Indigenous vict ims of crime

continued
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GL O S S A R Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The unlawful killing or the attempted unlawful killing of another person. This includes
the ANZSOC groups of Murder (0111), Attempted Murder (0121) and Manslaughter
(0131). For Recorded Crime – Victims output, this excludes conspiracy to murder
offences and Driving causing death (0132).

Homicide and related offences

Any potentially lethal, barrelled weapon from which any shot, bullet, or other missile is
able, or appears able, to be discharged. This includes but is not limited to: pistol,
revolver, rifle, automatic/semi-automatic rifle, shotgun, military firearm, air gun, nail gun,
cannon, imitation firearm, and implied firearm. Firearm excludes bow and arrow, cross
bow, spear gun, and blowgun.

Firearm

A room or suite of rooms, both private and non-private, which may or may not be
self-contained. A dwelling can be a house, flat, tent, or residential quarters attached to
shops or offices, and also includes motels, hostels, nursing homes, etc.

Dwelling

Any location where the primary activity is the provision of services/facilities for public
use. Includes schools and other educational facilities; hospitals and other health
facilities; churches and other religious establishments; car parks, buses, trains, terminals
and other transport facilities; police stations, court houses, and other justice facilities;
streets and footpaths; and open spaces not reserved for specific functions or attached to
some other facility.

Community location

Any noxious or irritant liquid, powder, gas, or spray that is used to immobilise,
incapacitate or injure another person either temporarily or permanently.

Chemical

A bottle or glass either broken or unbroken.Bottle/glass

The unlawful demanding with intent to gain money, property or any other benefit from,
or with intent to cause detriment to, another person, accompanied by the use of
coercive measures, to be carried out at some point in the future if the demand is not
met. This may also include the use and/or threatened use of face-to-face force or
violence, provided there is a threat of continued violence if the demand is not met.
Coercive measures include, but are not limited to: the threat of force or violence; the
misuse of authority; criminal prosecution; the destruction of a person's reputation or
social standing; or the destruction of a person's property.

Blackmail/extortion

Includes cricket bat, baseball bat, other bat, crowbar, iron bar, jemmy bar, club, baton,
stick, or length of timber.

Bat/bar/club

The ANZSOC is a hierarchical classification system developed by the ABS for use in the
collection and publication of crime and justice statistics. It provides a classificatory
framework for the comparison of statistics on offences across Australia.

Australian & New Zealand
Standard Offence Classification

(ANZSOC)

The attempted unlawful killing of another person, where there is either the intent to kill
or to cause grievous bodily harm with the knowledge that it was probable that death or
grievous bodily harm would occur (reckless indifference to life), not resulting in death.

Attempted murder

The direct (and immediate/confrontational) infliction of force, injury, or violence upon a
person or persons, or the direct (and immediate/confrontational) threat of force, injury
or violence where there is an apprehension that the threat could be enacted.

Assault

Instances of robbery where a weapon was used in the commission of the offence.Armed robbery

A victim who has self-identified as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander (ATSI)
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The unlawful taking or obtaining of money or goods, not involving the use of force,
threat of force or violence, coercion or deception, with the intent to permanently or
temporarily deprive the owner or possessor of the use of the money or goods, or the
receiving or handling of money or goods obtained unlawfully. Includes the ANZSOC
groups of Theft of motor vehicle parts or contents (0813), Theft from a person
(excluding by force) (0821), Theft from retail premises (0823), Theft (except motor
vehicles) n.e.c. (0829), and Illegal use of property (except motor vehicles) (0841).

Other theft

Any act or omission by a person, persons, organisation, or organisations, for which a
penalty could be imposed by the Australian legal system.

Offence

A victim who does not self-identify as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
origin.

Non-Indigenous

The unlawful killing of another person where there is one or more of the following: the
intent to kill; the intent to cause grievous bodily harm, with the knowledge that it was
probable that death or grievous bodily harm would occur (reckless indifference to life);
without intent to kill in the course of committing a crime (felony murder).

Murder

The taking of another person's motor vehicle illegally and without permission, with the
intent of temporarily or permanently depriving the owner/possessor of the use of the
motor vehicle. Excludes attempted motor vehicle theft.

Motor vehicle theft

The unlawful killing of another person while deprived of the power of self-control by
provocation, or under circumstances amounting to diminished responsibility or without
intent to kill, as a result of a careless, reckless, negligent, unlawful or dangerous act
(other than the act of driving).

Manslaughter

Any location where the primary activity does not fit into either the 'Residential' or
'Community' categories. This may encompass any surrounding land/yard/car parking
area, together with any other structures existing at the location.

Location other

The initial site where an offence occurred, determined on the basis of use or function.
Any surrounding land, yard or parking area connected to the building or facility, as well
as any other structures existing at the location are assigned to the same category of use.
Locations which are multi functional are categorised according to their primary function,
with the exception of a multifunctional location which includes the provision of
residential accommodation. Those parts used for residential purposes are classified to
'residential' regardless of the main function of the location. Thus, a residential college
within university grounds is coded to 'residential' and not 'educational'.

Location

Any cutting instrument consisting essentially of a thin blade (usually made of steel and
with a sharp edge) attached to a handle. This includes, but is not limited to: ballistic
knife, sheath knife, kitchen knife, and implied knife. It excludes: butterfly knife, razor,
star knife, trench knife, cleaver, machete, scythe, sickle, sword, and axe.

Knife

The unlawful confinement of a person against that person's will, or against the will of any
parent, guardian or other person having lawful custody or care of that person.

Kidnapping/abduction

Cases where the investigation has not been finalised and no offender has been
proceeded against at the time of recording the outcome. This includes cases where the
investigation is ongoing or pending/suspended.

Investigation not finalised

Cases where the investigation has been finalised by the offender/s being proceeded
against, either through court proceedings or non-court proceedings.

Investigation finalised -
offender proceeded against

Cases where the investigation has been finalised but no offender has been proceeded
against, either due to the circumstances of the alleged offenders or because the offence
could not be verified. These cases are unlikely to be reopened.

Investigation finalised - no
offender proceeded against
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Any location containing a permanent or semi-permanent dwelling used for private or
commercial residential purposes. This definition may encompass any surrounding
land/yard connected to the dwelling, together with any other structures existing at the
location.

Residential

The relationship of offender to victim is defined as the relationship of the alleged
offender to the victim as perceived by the victim at the time of the offence.
! Known to victim: This is where the offender is known to the victim. This includes both

family and non-family members.
! Family member: This is where the offender is a family member. The group includes

partners, parents, children, siblings, boyfriends/girlfriends and other related family
members.

! Partner: Where the victim and the offender are married, in a de facto relationship or
where the offender is the victim's boyfriend or girlfriend.

! Other family member: Where the offender is a blood relative or a relative by marriage
including parents, children, siblings and other related family members such as cousins
and grandparents. Step parents/brothers/sisters are included, as are in-laws.

! Non-family member: This is where the offender is known and is not a family member.
The group includes ex-partners, ex-boyfriends/girlfriends, and other non-family
members.

! Ex-partner: Where the victim and the offender were no longer in a partnered
relationship at the time of the offence. This includes where the relationship has ended
through separation or divorce or where the offender was the ex-boyfriend or
ex-girlfriend of the victim.

! Other non-family member: Where the offender is known to the victim and is not a
relative. This includes a variety of people such as foster parents, teachers,
acquaintances, colleagues, friends, etc.

! Stranger: The victim has seen the offender but does not personally know them.
! No offender identified: This is to be used in cases where no information is available

about the offender. This may include where police have recorded an offender,
however, due to other circumstances (e.g. death of victim) further details were unable
to be obtained; or where the victim was knocked unconscious, blindfolded, etc. and
was unable to identify the offender.

! Not applicable: This is where the victim is not a person (i.e. an organisation, motor
vehicle or premises).

! Not stated/inadequately described: This is where a relationship of offender to victim
has not been recorded or the information supplied is insufficient to classify elsewhere.

Relationship of offender to
victim

Any location where the primary activity is the provision of recreational facilities. This
definition may encompass any surrounding land/yard/car/parking area, together with any
other structures existing at the location. Includes cinemas, gymnasiums, sporting
ground/oval, dance halls and amusement parlours.

Recreational

Includes cases that have been transferred to a different jurisdiction, superseded offences,
duplicate records, and records which are additional offences.

Miscellaneous finalisations

The status of a police investigation after a period of 30 days has elapsed since the
recording of the incident by police.

Outcome of investigation

Excluding dwellings, this includes buildings or land which lie within the boundaries of
the residential location. Examples include carports, clothes lines, attached and
unattached garages, gazebos, etc.

Outbuilding/residential land

Any other instrument or substance (other than a firearm, knife, syringe, bottle/glass,
bat/bar/club, or chemical), capable of inflicting damage, injury, or death. This includes,
but is not limited to: sharp instrument; blunt instrument; hammer; axe; bow and arrow;
crossbow; spear gun; blow gun; rope; wire; explosive; vehicle; other dangerous article;
imitation weapons (excluding imitation firearms, knives and syringes).

Other weapon
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A weapon was used, sighted or implied during the commission of the offence but the
nature of the weapon is unknown or cannot be identified.

Weapon used n.f.d

A weapon is defined as any object that can be used to cause injury or fear of injury. It also
includes imitation weapons and implied weapons (e.g. where a weapon is not seen by
the victim but the offender claims to possess one). Parts of the body such as fists and
feet are not included as a weapon.

Weapon

The number of victims per 100,000 of the Estimated Resident Population (ERP). For
more information, refer to paragraphs 17–20 of the Explanatory Notes.

Victimisation rate

The definition of victim varies according to the offence category, and can either be a
person, premise, organisation, or motor vehicle.

Victim

The unlawful entry of a structure with the intent to commit a criminal act, but not
resulting in the taking of property from the structure.

UEWI - Other

The unlawful entry of a structure with the intent to commit a criminal act, resulting in
the taking of property from the structure.

UEWI - Involving the taking of
property

The unlawful entry of a structure with the intent to commit an offence, where the entry
is either forced or unforced. Excludes shop-stealing and stealing from a house or
premise into which the offender has been invited or has legitimate access, whereby the
intent was unlawful but the entry was not. Also excludes trespass whereby entry is
unlawful but there is no intent to commit an offence. A structure is defined as a building
that is contained by walls and can be secured in some form. This includes, but is not
limited to, the following: dwelling (e.g. house, flat, caravan), office, bank, shop, factory,
school, and church.

Unlawful entry with intent
(UEWI)

Instances of robbery where there was no weapon used or implied in the commission of
the offence, or where weapon use was unknown or not stated.

Unarmed robbery

A small device consisting of a tube, narrowed at its outlet, and fitted with either a piston
or a rubber bulb for drawing in a quantity of fluid and ejecting it in a stream.

Syringe

Physical contact, or intent of contact, of a sexual nature directed toward another person
where that person does not give consent, gives consent as a result of intimidation or
deception, or consent is proscribed (i.e. the person is legally deemed incapable of giving
consent because of youth, temporary/permanent (mental) incapacity or there is a familial
relationship).

Sexual assault

The unlawful taking of property, with intent to permanently deprive the owner of the
property, from the immediate possession, control, custody or care of a person or
organisation, accompanied by the use, and/or threatened use, of immediate force or
violence.

Robbery

A location where the primary activity is the selling of goods or the provision of services
to customers for personal/household use. This definition may encompass any
surrounding land/yard/car/parking area, together with any other structures existing at the
location. Includes chemists, service stations, restaurants, florists and supermarkets.

Retail
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.
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www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.
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