2016 Census Data Summary

SNAPSHOT OF AUSTRALIA
This data summary looks at the key stories collected in
the Census, including the number of Australians counted,
where we live, how old we are, where we were born, our
religion, income, living arrangements and our housing.

Where Australians live
The 2016 Census counted 23.4 million people living in
Australia, an increase of 8.8% since the 2011 Census.
Australia’s population has more than doubled in
the 50 years since the 1966 Census, which counted
11.6 million people. The Census does not count
Australians who were overseas at the time of the Census;
however, these are included in the official population
estimates which are updated every five years after
the Census.

2016

23 401 892
21 507 717
19 855 288
16 771 700
11 599 497

2011
2006

a

In 2016, more than two-thirds of Australians lived in a
capital city. Between Censuses, the number of people
living in capital cities grew nearly twice as fast as the
number of people living outside of capital cities
(10.5% and 5.7% respectively).
Sydney remained the largest city in Australia, growing by
an average of 1,656 people per week between the 2011
and 2016 Censuses. Melbourne however is catching up,
growing by an average of 1,859 people per week over
the same period.

Age and Sex
The 1981 Census was the first to count more women
than men in Australia. Women have continued to
outnumber men since, making up 51% of the population
in 2016.

People

23 401 892

1991
1966

The number of people living in all states and
territories has increased since the 2011 Census.
The Australian Capital Territory, Victoria and
Western Australia experienced the fastest growth
between 2011 and 2016, with each increasing by 11%.

Total usual resident Census count

50.7%
Female

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors,
includes Other Territories.

49.3%
Male

The majority of Australians continue to live in the eastern
mainland states. Almost 80% lived in New South Wales,
Victoria, Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory
in 2016.

NT
228 833
WA
2 474 410

NSW
7 480 228

ACT
397 397

SA
1 676 653
VIC
5 926 624
a

QLD
4 703 193

TAS
509 965

a

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors,
includes Other Territories.

The median age of all Australians increased to 38 years
in 2016, after remaining 37 years since the 2006 Census,
reflecting Australia’s ageing population. This is also
highlighted by the increase in the proportion of the
population aged 65 years and over, from 14% in 2011
to 16% in 2016.
The proportion of the population that is female increased
with age. Of those aged 65 years and over, 54% are
female, compared to 63% of those aged 85 years
and over.

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors,
Other Territories are not included.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
In the 2016 Census, 649,171 people identified as being
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin, making
up 2.8% of Australians. The number of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples has increased by 18%
since the 2011 Census, when they made up 2.5% of
Australians.

The median age of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples was 23 years in 2016. While considerably lower
than the wider population, it has increased from 21 years
in 2011.
For more information see Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Population.

Country of Birth
Australia has a rich mix of cultural backgrounds and
heritage, with the number of people living in Australia
who were born overseas continuing to increase.
The number of people born overseas increased by
almost one million people between the 2011 and 2016
Censuses, rising from 25% of the population in 2011
to 26% in 2016.

649 171

2.8% of the
Australian population

2

4
5

1
a

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors,
includes Other Territories.
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Over 60% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples lived in New South Wales and Queensland
in 2016. One-quarter of people living in the
Northern Territory identified as being of Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Country

2011

2016
%

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

1

Australia

69.8 

66.7

(as a proportion
of state/territory)

2

England

4.2 

3.9

No.

%

%

3

New Zealand

2.2

2.2

NSW

216 176

33.3

2.9

4

China

1.5 

2.2

Vic.

47 788

7.4

0.8

5

India

1.4 

1.9

Qld

186 482

28.7

4.0

SA

34 184

5.3

2.0

WA

75 978

11.7

3.1

Tas.

23 572

3.6

4.6

NT

58 248

9.0

25.5

6 508

1.0

1.6

649 171

100.0

2.8

ACT
Australia
a

Top Five

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors,
includes Other Territories.

Over one-third (35%) of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples lived in capital cities in
2016, up from 33% in 2011.

a

Usual Residence Census counts. Excludes overseas visitors.

While England and New Zealand remained the most
common countries of birth after Australia, the proportion
of people born in China and India has increased since
2011.
For more information see Cultural Diversity in Australia.

Religion
The majority of Australians in 2016 (60%) reported they
had a religion. The most commonly reported religious
affiliations were Christian denominations. However,
the proportion of people reporting a Christian religion
has decreased from almost three-quarters (74%) of
Australians in 1991 to just over half in 2016 (52%).
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The proportions of Australians reporting a religion other
than Christianity has increased from 2.6% in 1991 to
8.2% in 2016. The most commonly reported were Islam,
Buddhism and Hinduism.
Despite most Australians continuing to report a religion,
almost one-third (30%) reported that they did not
have a religion in 2016. This has increased from 13%
of Australians in 1991.
For more information see Religion in Australia.

Australian Households
The 2016 Census counted almost 10 million dwellings
across Australia. The vast majority of dwellings counted
(8.9 million) were private households that had people
living in them on Census night.
More than two-thirds of these households (69%) had
one family living in them. Despite remaining the most
commonly reported type of household, the proportion of
one family households has continued to decrease in the
last 25 years. In 1991 one family households made up
three-quarters of Australian households.

1991
74.7%

Years

1966

1991

One family

2016

1991
20.0%

%

Religion
Christian

88.2

74.0

52.1

Other Religions

0.7

2.6

8.2

No Religion

0.8

12.9

30.1

a

Other religions includes: Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism
and other religions.

b

No Religion includes: Secular Beliefs (e.g. Atheism) and Other
Spiritual Beliefs (e.g. New Age).

Income
Across Australia, the median personal income was
$662 per week. This has increased from $577 per week
in 2011. The ACT remained the state or territory with
the highest median income in 2016 – $998 per week.
Tasmania also remained the state with the lowest median
income – $573 per week.

2016
69.4%

2016
24.4%

Lone person
a

1991
0.7%

2016
1.9%

Multiple family

1991
4.5%

2016
4.3%

Group

Includes households in occupied private dwellings only.
Excludes visitor only and non-classifiable households.

In 2016, almost one household in four was a lone person
household. This increased from one in five households
in 1991. Of the 2 million people living alone on Census
night, over half (55%) were female.
Women living alone tended to be older than men who
lived alone. The median age of females living on their
own was 64 years, compared to 54 years for males.

Average people
per household

2.6

NT

$871/wk

WA

$724/wk

QLD

$660/wk

SA

$600/wk

a

NSW

$664/wk

VIC

Across Australia
$662/wk
a

$644/wk

TAS

$573/wk

ACT

$998/wk

Median personal income has not been adjusted for inflation.

Includes households in occupied private dwellings only.
Excludes visitor only and non-classifiable households.

In 2016, the average number of people living in each
household was 2.6 people, decreasing from 2.8 people
in 1991. The Northern Territory has remained the state or
territory with the highest average number of people per
household, decreasing slightly from 3.0 people in 1991 to
2.9 people in 2016. Tasmania has remained the lowest,
falling from 2.7 people in 1991 to 2.3 people in 2016.
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Families in Australia

Australian Housing

The 2016 Census counted 6.1 million families across
Australia. There was little change in the composition of
Australian families between 2011 and 2016, although
there has been considerable change in the 25 years
since 1991.

Separate houses continued to account for the largest
proportion of Australian homes. However, separate
houses decreased from 76% of households in 2011
to 73% in 2016. Semi-detached, row housing, town
houses, flats and apartments increased to make up just
over one-quarter of housing (26%).

Couple families with children remained the most
common type of Australian family in 2016. However
the proportion of Australian families they make up has
decreased over time. In 1991, 54% of families were
couples with children, dropping to 45% in 2016.

13.1%
12.7%
72.9%

The proportion of couple families without children and
single parent families has increased since 1991. In 1991
32% of Australian families were couple families without
children, increasing to 38% in 2016.

Separate Semi-detached,
Flats,
houses row or terrace, apartments
townhouse

Similarly, single parent families have increased from 13%
of families in 1991 to 16% in 2016. Over 900,000 single
parent families were counted in 2016 and over 80% of
single parents were female.

44.7%

37.8 %

Owned
outright

15.8 %

were couples were couples were single
with
without
parent
children
children
families

Owned
with a
mortgage

Rented

a

Female
single parents

Male
single parents

81.8 %

18.2 %

Includes households in occupied private dwellings only.
Excludes visitor only and non-classifiable households.

The 2016 Census counted 46,800 same-sex couples
across Australia. This was an increase of 39% since the
2011 Census, which counted 33,700 same-sex couples.
The median age of people in same-sex couples was
40 years, considerably lower than people in opposite-sex
couples at 48 years.
Female same-sex couples made up just under half (49%)
of same-sex couples, however they were more likely
to have children than male same-sex couples. While
one-quarter (25%) of female same-sex couples had
children, 4.5% of male same-sex couples had children.

0.3%

31.0 %
41.1%
34.5 %
27.5 %
30.9 %
26.9 %

Caravan

2016
1991
2016
1991
2016
1991

a

Includes households in occupied private dwellings only.
Excludes visitor only and non-classifiable households.

b

Owned with a mortgage includes ‘Being rented under a
shared equity scheme’.

c

Rented includes ‘Being occupied rent free’.

In 2016, 35% of households were owned with a
mortgage, making this the most common type of
housing tenure. Outright ownership and renting were
slightly less common (31% each).
While these proportions remained relatively similar
to recent Censuses, 25 years ago it was much more
common to own a house outright. In 1991 41% of
households were owned outright, while the proportion
of households being owned with a mortgage or being
rented has continued to increase. While in 2016 houses
being rented or owned with a mortgage made up
65% of households, 25 years ago they made up
54% of households.
Note: ‘Australians’ refers to all people in Australia at the time
of the Census, excluding overseas visitors in Australia for
less than a year. Australians who were overseas at the time
of the Census were not included in Census counts. For more
information see Population Measures.

Source: All visual representations are based on data collected in the 2016 Census. For definitions of the terms used above, see the
Census Dictionary. For more information about 2016 Census data release and products, go to www.abs.gov.au/census
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