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This release corrects textual information in the Summary of Findings in order to support

interpretation of a small number of the statistics presented. Tables 6 and 8 have been

amended to correct a small number of cells where figures had been transposed or were

incorrect. Footnotes have been added to several other tables to aid users in the

interpretation of the data.
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Denn i s  T rew in

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

This publication presents results from the national Personal Safety Survey (PSS)

conducted during August to December 2005. It forms part of the commitment by the

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) to present a comprehensive view of crime and the

criminal justice system in Australia.

Funding for the women's component of the 2005 Personal Safety survey is provided

through the National Initiative to Combat Sexual Assault and  Partnerships Against

Domestic Violence - Australian Government initiatives administered by the Office for

Women (OfW). The male component was funded by the ABS.

The statistics presented in this publication are indicative of the extensive range of data

available from the survey and demonstrate the analytical potential of the survey results.

The publication also provides information to assist users in interpreting and using the

results of the survey, including descriptions of the survey design and methodology, and

notes on the quality of estimates and their comparability with other ABS data. For

detailed information about the survey, refer to the Personal Safety Survey, Australia:

User Guide (cat.no. 4906.0.55.003).

The survey provides information on people's safety at home and in the community and,

in particular, on the nature and extent of violence against people in Australia.

Information was collected through personal interview with approximately 16,400 people

in all States and Territories.

A Survey Advisory Group, comprising experts in the field of crime and violence, provided

the ABS with advice on the information to be collected and on some aspects of survey

methodology. Members of the group included representatives from State and

Commonwealth departments, crime research agencies, services providers, health

research organisations, academics and OfW.

The ABS would like to thank the people who completed the survey. Their participation

has ensured the production of results which will be valuable for informing public debate

about violence and the further development of policies and programs aimed at

prevention.

As estimates have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the

component items and totals.
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Measuring violence in the community through household surveys is a complex task. It

tests people's memories by asking about events that occurred in the past, which may

have been traumatic and which may have involved people closely related to them. The

accuracy of the statistics can be affected if respondents feel threatened by the act of

providing information or if they are concerned that the information might be used

against the perpetrator.

Through consultation with experts in the field and testing, the ABS gave attention to the

type of information collected and the manner in which it was collected. Special steps

were taken to improve the quality of the survey results including detailed and precise

questioning and the use of personal interviews. Respondents were informed that the

survey was not compulsory and a specific requirement was that interviews were

conducted in private, thus ensuring confidentiality of any information disclosed. The use

of specially trained interviewers ensured that rapport could be established with

respondents and that the relevant concepts and definitions could be explained as

necessary.

The ABS publishes data relating to crime from different sources. Different methodologies

can affect estimates. For example, incidents recorded by police are different from those

reported in household surveys because not all incidents are reported to the police. Also,

responses in surveys may be affected by the ways in which questions are asked. Some of

these measurement issues are discussed in: Information Paper: Measuring Crime

Victimisation, Australia - The Impact of Different Collection Methodologies, 2002 (cat.

no. 4522.0.55.00 1). Appendix 2 provides information about the comparability of the PSS

with other data sources.

There are no generally agreed or accepted standards for defining what constitutes

violence. In developing the concepts and definitions used in the survey, the ABS was

assisted by a Survey Advisory Group, which included members with legal and crime

research backgrounds. The definitions used were based on actions which would be

considered as offences under State and Territory criminal law.

ME A S U R I N G V I O L E N C E

Information presented in this publication is about men's and women's experience of

physical or sexual assault or threat by male and female perpetrators. PSS respondents

were asked about their experiences of the different types of violence, since the age of 15,

by different types of male and female perpetrators (including current partner, previous

partner, boyfriend/girlfriend or date, other known man or woman, and stranger).  More

detailed information, such as where the incident occurred and what action was taken,

was then collected for most recent incident of each of the different types of violence by a

male and female perpetrator.  Additional information was also collected about

respondents experience of current and previous partner violence such as frequency and

fears of violence, incidents of stalking and other forms of harassment and general

feelings of safety.

Details regarding the interpretation of these results and comparison with other sources

can be found in the Explanatory Notes and Appendix 2: Comparability between PSS and

other sources.
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Women who did not
experience violence

7 249 400
94.2%

Women who
experienced violence

443 800
5.8%

All women
7 693 100

100%

Physical violence
363 000
4.7%

Physical attempt or
threat

162 400
2.1%

Physical assault
242 000
3.1%

(a) Women who experienced violence during the last 12 months could have experienced violence more than once.
     The components when added may therefore be larger than the total.

Sexual threat
34 900
0.5%

Sexual assault
101 600
1.3%

Sexual violence
126 100
1.6%

WOMEN'S EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE(a), During the last 12 months

Violence includes any incident involving the occurrence, attempt or threat of either

physical or sexual assault.

The following two charts show the experiences of violence for women and men in the

12 months prior to the survey.

EX P E R I E N C E OF V I O L E N C E

This publication includes comparisons with the 1996 Women's Safety Survey (WSS),

where relevant. This survey collected information from approximately 6,300 women over

the period February to April 1996. It covered the same broad range of topics as the PSS.

Estimates of physical threat appear to have dropped significantly from 1996 to 2005. Care

should be taken when comparing estimates of physical threat between the two surveys.

The 2005 PSS specifically instructed respondents to exclude incidents of threat that

resulted in assault. For the WSS this was not as clearly defined in the question wording

and respondents may have reported the same incident under both the physical threat

and physical assault questions. This has not impacted on the estimates of physical

violence (or total violence) as both physical threat and physical assault were counted

only once in the total for physical violence in both the 2005 PSS and the 1996 WSS.

CO M P A R I S O N OV E R T I M E

Violence is any incident involving the occurrence, attempt or threat of either physical or

sexual assault. Physical assault involves the use of physical force with the intent to harm

or frighten. An attempt or threat to inflict physical harm is included only if a person

believes it is likely to be carried out. Sexual assault includes acts of a sexual nature

carried out against a person's will through the use of physical force, intimidation or

coercion, or any attempts to do this. Unwanted sexual touching is excluded from sexual

assault. Sexual threat involves the threat of an act of a sexual nature which the person

believes is likely to be carried out. Refer to the Glossary for more detailed definitions.

DE F I N I T I O N OF V I O L E N C E
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In the 12 months prior to the survey, there were an estimated 443,800 (5.8%) women

who experienced an incident of violence compared to 808,300 (11%) men. People were

three times more likely to experience violence by a man than by a woman.

A larger proportion of men and women experienced physical violence compared to

those who experienced sexual violence in the 12 months prior to the survey.

! 4.7% (363,000) of women experienced physical violence compared to 1.6%

(126,100) who experienced sexual violence

! 10% (779,800) of men experienced physical violence compared to 0.6% (46,700)

who experienced sexual violence

In the 12 months prior to the survey, younger women and men experienced violence at

higher rates than older women and men.

! 12% (117,000) of  women aged 18–24 years experienced at least one incident of

violence, compared to 6.5% (97,900) of women aged 35–44 years and 1.7% (42,100)

of women aged 55 years and over

! 31% (304,300) of men aged 18–24 years experienced at least one incident of

violence, compared to 9.4% (138,700) of men aged 35–44 years and 2.8% (62,500) of

men aged 55 years and over

In the 12 months prior to the survey, a higher proportion of women aged 25 years or

more experienced violence, compared to the proportion of men in that age group who

experienced violence.

! Of the 808,300 men who experienced violence, 62% (504,100) were aged over 25

years

! Of the 443,800 women who experienced violence, 74% (326,700) were aged over 25

years

EX P E R I E N C E OF V I O L E N C E

continued

Men who did not
experience violence

6 669 900
89.2%

Men who experienced
violence
808 300
10.8%

All men
7 478 100

100%

Physical violence
779 800
10.4%

Sexual violence
46 700
0.6%

Physical attempt or
threat

392 800
5.3%

Physical assault
485 400
6.5%

(a) Men who experienced violence during the last 12 months could have experienced violence more than once.
     The components when added may therefore be larger than the total.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution.

Sexual threat
*5 700
0.1%

Sexual assault
42 300
0.6%

MEN'S EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE(a), During the last 12 months
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A smaller proportion of women reported violence in the 12 months prior to the survey in

2005 than in 1996.

! 5.8% (443,800) of women experienced violence in 2005 compared to 7.1% (490,400)

in 1996

! 4.7% (363,000) of women experienced physical violence in 2005, compared with

5.9% (404,400) in 1996

! The proportion of women who experienced physical assault in 2005 was

3.1% (242,000) compared to 5.0% (346,900) in 1996

For those women aged less than 35 years, the proportion who experienced physical

violence in the 12 months prior to the survey has decreased, while for those aged over

35 years the proportion increased.

! For women aged 18–24 years the proportion decreased to 26% (95,500) in 2005

from 38% (152,500) in 1996

! For women aged 45 years and over the proportion increased in 2005 to

25% (92,100) from 15% (60,500) in 1996

Changes over time

Since the age of 15, there were an estimated 3,065,800 (39.9%) women who experienced

violence compared with 3,744,900 (50.1%) men.

! 29% (2,243,600) of women experienced physical assault compared to 41%

(3,031,800) of men

! 11% (833,200) of women experienced physical threat compared to 22% (1,675,300)

of men

! 17% (1,293,100) of women experienced sexual assault compared to 4.8% (362,400)

of men

! 4.6% (353,700) of women experienced sexual threat compared to 0.9% (69,500) of

men

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55 and over
Age group (years)

%

0

10

20

30

40
Men
Women

PERSONS WHO EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE, Dur ing the las t 12 monthsEX P E R I E N C E OF V I O L E N C E

continued
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Harassment includes incidents such as obscene phone calls, indecent exposure,

inappropriate comments about body or sex life and unwanted sexual touching.

HA R A S S M E N T

Feelings of safety refer to a respondent's feelings of safety in selected situations when

they are alone.

Over the last 10 years, women's feelings of safety in selected situations have increased.

! 15% (1,165,400) of women in 2005 felt safe using public transport alone after dark

compared to 11% (721,600) in 1996

! Of those who did not use public transport alone after dark in 2005, 25% (1,477,000)

did not use it because they felt unsafe compared to 30% (1,737,500) in 1996

FE E L I N G S OF SA F E T Y

Stranger

Previous partner

Other known person

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
%

1996
2005

WOMEN'S EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT BY A MALE
PERPETRATOR, Pol ice to ld , Dur ing the las t 12 months—1996 and
2005

There has been a change in the incidence of violence reported to the police in the

12 months prior to the two survey periods.

! 36% (70,400) of women who experienced physical assault by a male perpetrator

reported it to the police in 2005 compared to 19% (54,400) in 1996

! 19% (19,100) of women who experienced sexual assault by a male perpetrator

reported it to the police in 2005 compared to 15% (14,700) in 1996

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55 and over
Age group (years)

%

0

10

20

30

40
1996
2005 

WOMEN 'S EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE, Dur ing the las t 12
months—1996 and 2005

Changes over time

continued

8 A B S • P E R S O N A L SA F E T Y SU R V E Y • 4 9 0 6 . 0 • 2 0 0 5 ( R E I S S U E )

S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S  continued



Physical violence includes any incident involving the occurrence, attempt or threat of

physical assault. Physical assault involves the use of physical force with the intent to harm

or frighten. An attempt or threat to inflict physical harm is included only if a person

believes it is likely to be carried out.

In the 12 months prior to the survey period, 10% (779,800) of men and 4.7% (363,000) of

women experienced physical violence.

An estimated 35% (5,275,400) of men and women have experienced physical assault

since the age of 15.

The overall experiences of physical assault for men and women, in the 12 month period

prior to the survey were different.

! Of those men who were physically assaulted, 65% (316,700) were physically

assaulted by a male stranger compared to 15% (35,500) of women who were

physically assaulted by a male stranger

! Of those women who were physically assaulted, 31% (73,800) were physically

assaulted by a current and/or previous partner compared to 4.4% (21,200) of men

who were physically assaulted by a current and/or previous partner

! 43% (207,100) of men who were physically assaulted were aged 18–24 years

compared to 27% (65,800) of women

PH Y S I C A L V I O L E N C E

Stalking involves various activities, such as loitering and following, which the respondent

believed were being undertaken with the intent to harm or frighten. To be classified as

stalking more than one type of activity had to occur, or the same type of activity had to

occur on more than one occasion.

Younger people were more likely to be stalked than older people.

! In the 12 months prior to the survey, 28% (31,000) of men and 31% (61,300) of

women who experienced stalking were aged 18–24 compared to 11% (12,500) of

men and 8.8% (17,200) of women aged 55 years or older

! Since the age of 15, 9.1% (681,700) of men have been stalked (this includes

incidents that occurred more than 20 years ago) compared to 19% (1,472,300) of

women

ST A L K I N G

! In the 12 months prior to the survey, 12% (864,300) of men experienced some form

of harassment  compared to 19% (1,459,500) of women

! Since the age of 15, 42% (6,333,400) of persons experienced harassment

! Since the age of 15, 33% (2,499,100) of women experienced inappropriate

comments about their body or sex life compared to 12% (871,000) of men

! Since the age of 15, 25% (1,931,100) of women experienced unwanted sexual

touching compared to 9.9% (737,000) of men

HA R A S S M E N T  continued
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(a) Men's experience of physical assault by a female perpetrator is not available for publication 
due to the unreliability of these estimates.

In a home In the 
open

At respondent 
workplace (a)

At licensed 
premises

At another
 location (a)

Where assault occurred

%

0

20

40

60

80
Men by male perpetrator
Men by female perpetrator
Women by male perpetrator
Women by female perpetrator

LOCAT ION OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT, Most recent inc ident , dur ing the
last 12 months

Men were more likely to be physically assaulted by a stranger in the most recent incident

since the age of 15, whereas women were more often assaulted by a current and/or

previous partner.

! Of those men who were physically assaulted, 65% (1,507,400) were assaulted by a

stranger

! Of those women who were physically assaulted, 46% (780,500) were assaulted by a

current and/or previous partner

The location of assaults varied between women and men during the 12 months prior to

the survey

! Of the 195,300 women who experienced physical assault by a male perpetrator,

64% (125,100) of incidents occurred in a home

! Of the 79,500 men who experienced physical assault by a female perpetrator,

77% (60,900) of incidents occurred in a home

! Of those women who experienced physical assault by a female perpetrator,

38% (25,300) were assaulted in a home and 22.7% (15,100) at licensed premises

! 35% (148,900) of men experienced physical assault by a male perpetrator in the

open, and 34% (145,300) at licensed premises

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55 and over
Age group (years)

%
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40
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Women

EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT , Dur ing the las t 12 monthsPH Y S I C A L V I O L E N C E

continued
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Since the age of 15, people were more likely to have experienced violence from a

previous partner than from a current partner.

! 4.9% (367,300) of men experienced violence from a previous partner compared to

15% (1,135,500) of women

! 32% (368,300) of women and 40% (146,500) of men who had ever experienced

violence by their previous partner said there had only been one incident

! 59% (667,900) of women who experienced violence by a previous partner were

pregnant at some time during the relationship; of these, 36% (239,800) reported

that violence occurred during a pregnancy and 17% (112,000) experienced violence

for the first time when they were pregnant

! 61% (822,500) of persons who experienced violence by a previous partner reported

that they had children in their care at some time during the relationship

and 36% (489,400) said that these children had witnessed the violence

V I O L E N C E  BY PR E V I O U S

PA R T N E R S

People who experienced violence from their current partner were more likely to

experience physical, rather than sexual, violence.

! Since the age of 15, 0.9% (68,100) of men and 2.1% (160,100) of women

experienced current partner violence

! 10% (16,100) of women who had experienced violence by their current partner had

a violence order issued against their current partner as a result of the violence. Of

those women who had violence orders issued, 20% (3,200) reported that violence

still occurred

Violence which occurs between partners in a home may affect the children who also live

in the home.

! 49% (111,700) of men and women who experienced violence by a current partner

reported that they had children in their care at some time during the relationship.

An estimated 27% (60,700) said that these children had witnessed the violence

V I O L E N C E BY CU R R E N T

PA R T N E R S

Sexual violence includes sexual assault and sexual threat. Sexual assault is defined as an

act of a sexual nature carried out against a person's will. Sexual threats are threats of

sexual assault which a person believed were likely to be carried out.

During the 12 months prior to the survey 1.6% (126,100) of women and 0.6% (46,700) of

men experienced an incident of sexual violence.

! Of the women who experienced sexual violence 81% (101,600) experienced an

incident of sexual assault and 28% (34,900) experienced a threat of sexual assault

! 22% (22,100) of women had experienced sexual assault by a stranger in the most

recent incident, 21% (21,500) by a previous partner, 39% (39,700) by a family

member or friend and 32% (32,500) by an other known person

In the 12 months prior to the survey, 0.6% (42,300) of men reported experiencing sexual

assault.

! 44% (18,500) had experienced sexual assault by a family member or friend in the

most recent incident, 35% (14,900) by an other known person, and 33% (13,900) by

a stranger

Since the age of 15, 5.5% (408,100) of men reported experiencing sexual violence

compared to 19% (1,469,500) of women.

SE X U A L V I O L E N C E
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Child physical abuse includes any deliberate physical injury (including bruises) inflicted

on a child, before the age of 15, by an adult. Child sexual abuse is any act, by an adult,

involving a child under the age of 15 years in sexual activity.

! The proportion of women and men who experienced physical abuse before the age

of 15 was 10% (779,500) and 9.4% (702,400) respectively

! Women were more likely to have been sexually abused than men. Before the age of

15, 12% ( 956,600) of women had been sexually abused compared to 4.5% (337,400)

of men

CH I L D PH Y S I C A L AN D

SE X U A L AB U S E
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np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless
otherwise indicated

(a) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countires for Social Statistice
(ASCCSS).

(b) Includes inadequately described.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with
caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too
unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

15 171.3————————Total persons

—15 081.015 119.015 130.715 027.414 616.114 443.914 865.212 847.5

Total persons who did not
experienced    
harrassment, stalking
or violence

—90.352.340.6143.9555.2727.4306.12 323.8

Total persons who
experienced    
harrassment, stalking
or violence

5 393.940.9*16.0*11.847.0206.4219.4101.7771.7
Balance of State or

Territory

9 777.449.436.328.896.9348.9508.0204.41 552.1Capital city
Area of usual residence

4 942.637.0*13.1*10.847.790.5121.773.6500.8Not in the labour force
414.94.9*5.4**3.0*12.438.546.9*22.3124.8Unemployed

2 937.719.0*17.8*15.934.989.4164.685.1567.1Working part-time
6 876.029.4*16.0*10.948.9336.9394.1125.01 131.0Working full-time

Employed

Labour force status

2 458.67.7*11.5np*20.546.157.243.3315.9Other countries(b)
1 568.83.2**3.9np*11.843.056.626.9188.7

Main English
speaking
countries(a)

Overseas
11 143.979.436.832.0111.6466.1613.6235.91 819.2Australia

Country of birth

4 700.28.5*9.5np*8.454.944.329.7270.455 and over
2 771.310.2*13.9np*14.174.370.843.3347.745–54
2 968.127.9*13.3*12.435.0117.3114.164.1531.035–44
2 803.331.6*10.5*9.744.0120.5225.376.7592.625–34
1 928.312.1*5.1*16.242.5188.3272.992.3582.118–24

Age group (years)

7 693.170.843.834.9101.6162.4242.0195.41 459.5Female
7 478.1*19.5*8.4*5.742.3392.8485.4110.7864.3Male

Sex

'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000

Previous

partner

Current

partner

Sexual

threat

Sexual

assault

Physical

threat

Physical

assault

Total

population

VIOLENCE

StalkingHarassment

EXPERIENCE OF HARASSMENT, STALK ING OR VIOLENCE, Dur ing the las t 12 months1
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(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics
(ASCCSS).

(c) Includes inadequately described.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with
caution

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes incidents that occurred more than 20 years ago.

15 171.3————————Total persons

—13 668.514 943.014 748.113 515.812 662.89 895.913 017.48 837.9

Total persons who did not
experienced
harrassment, stalking or
violence

—1 502.8228.3423.21 655.52 508.55 275.42 153.96 333.4

Total persons who
experienced
harrassment, stalking or
violence

5 393.9625.774.3151.7588.1927.61 912.2774.82 147.0
Balance of State or

Territory

9 777.4877.1153.9271.51 067.41 580.93 363.21 379.24 186.4Capital city
Area of usual residence

4 942.6489.164.5136.6539.3608.11 233.4546.91 846.8Not in the labour force
414.963.5*8.119.684.2103.6219.592.8228.1Unemployed

2 937.7341.855.2101.1408.2401.61 026.5534.41 488.8Working part-time
6 876.0608.4100.5165.9623.81 395.22 796.0979.82 769.7Working full-time

Employed
Labour force status

2 458.6109.340.947.1151.0243.5532.7201.4736.4Other countries(c)
1 568.8200.8*21.739.0197.6277.0587.6248.6678.5

Main English speaking
countries(b)

Born overseas
11 143.91 192.7165.7337.11 306.91 988.04 155.11 703.94 918.5Australia

Country of birth

4 700.2383.860.184.0369.6567.41 039.0393.51 563.555 and over
2 771.3368.568.188.4373.1514.91 057.3443.61 269.245–54
2 968.1402.855.2111.5395.5603.61 261.3493.61 388.135–44
2 803.3270.037.592.8343.2478.71 193.4510.01 303.525–34
1 928.377.7*7.346.6174.0343.9724.6313.4809.118–24

Age group (years)

7 693.11 135.5160.1353.71 293.1833.22 243.61 472.34 314.1Female
7 478.1367.368.169.5362.41 675.33 031.8681.72 019.3Male

Sex

'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000

Previous

partner

Current

partner

Sexual

threat

Sexual

assault

Physical

threat

Physical

assault

Total

population

VIOLENCE

Stalking(a)Harassment

EXPERIENCE OF HARASSMENT, STALK ING OR VIOLENCE, Since the age of 152
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(c) Components may not add to total as a person may
have experienced both physical and sexual violence.

(a) Includes physical assault and physical threat.
(b) Includes sexual assault and sexual threat.

100.015 171.3100.07 693.1100.07 478.1Total persons

44.96 810.739.93 065.850.13 744.9Total persons who experienced violence

9.91 506.99.2708.310.7798.620 years ago or more
15.12 286.814.51 114.015.71 172.85 years to less than 20 years
11.61 765.010.4799.812.9965.21 year to less than 5 years

8.31 252.05.8443.810.8808.3Less than 12 months ago
Total violence(c)

12.41 877.619.11 469.55.5408.1Total

4.6700.46.9527.52.3172.920 years ago or more
4.4672.67.1547.91.7124.75 years to less than 20 years
2.2331.83.5268.00.963.81 year to less than 5 years
1.1172.81.6126.10.646.7Less than 12 months ago

Sexual violence(b)

41.06 224.433.32 561.549.03 662.9Total

8.61 306.77.0539.610.3767.120 years ago or more
14.02 122.412.6966.915.51 155.55 years to less than 20 years
10.91 652.69.0692.112.8960.51 year to less than 5 years

7.51 142.74.7363.010.4779.8Less than 12 months ago
Physical violence(a)

55.18 360.560.14 627.349.93 733.2Never experienced

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, Since the age of 15 —When most recent inc ident occur red3
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable

for general use
(a) Includes Tasmania, Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory.
(b) Includes physical assault and physical threat.
(c) Includes sexual assault and sexual threat.
(d) Components may not add to total as a person may have experienced both physical and

sexual violence.

100.015 171.3100.07 693.1100.07 478.1Australia(a)
100.01 513.2100.0742.7100.0770.5Western Australia
100.01 103.2100.0591.8100.0511.4South Australia
100.02 977.3100.01 468.5100.01 508.8Queensland
100.03 753.1100.01 947.6100.01 805.4Victoria
100.05 090.5100.02 582.6100.02 507.9New South Wales

TO T A L PE R S O N S

8.31 252.05.8443.810.8808.3Australia(a)
8.3125.25.339.211.286.1Western Australia
6.672.66.136.0*7.2*36.6South Australia
9.6285.36.798.912.4186.4Queensland
8.6323.66.5127.110.9196.5Victoria
7.4377.74.5117.310.4260.4New South Wales

TO T A L V I O L E N C E (d)

1.1172.81.6126.10.646.7Australia(a)
1.624.91.712.3*1.6*12.6Western Australia
1.111.91.69.7**0.42.2South Australia
1.235.71.928.2*0.5*7.5Queensland
1.558.12.140.9*1.0*17.2Victoria
0.632.51.025.7**0.3**6.8New South Wales

SE X U A L V I O L E N C E (c)

7.51 142.74.7363.010.4779.8Australia(a)
7.3111.04.332.010.379.0Western Australia
5.965.05.230.5*6.734.4South Australia
8.7260.15.479.911.9180.2Queensland
7.7290.75.3102.610.4188.1Victoria
7.0356.03.999.810.2256.1New South Wales

PH Y S I C A L V I O L E N C E (b)

91.713 919.294.27 249.489.26 669.9Australia(a)
91.71 388.094.7703.688.8684.4Western Australia
93.41 030.793.9555.892.8474.8South Australia
90.42 692.093.31 369.687.61 322.4Queensland
91.43 429.493.51 820.589.11 608.9Victoria
92.64 712.895.52 465.389.62 247.5New South Wales

NE V E R EX P E R I E N C E D V I O L E N C E

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, Dur ing the las t 12 months —State or Ter r i to ry of res idence of

vic t im4
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** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) Results presented are from the 1996 Women's Safety Survey.
(b) Estimates for 2005 exclude incidents of physical threat that result in assault. In 1996 estimates, women may have

reported the same incident under threat and assault.
(c) Persons who experienced more than one type of violence are counted once in the total.
(d) Components may not add to the total as person may have experienced both physical and sexual violence.

100.07 693.1100.06 880.5100.07 478.1Total persons

39.93 065.838.42 639.750.13 744.9Total persons who experienced violence(d)

19.11 469.517.91 228.45.5408.1Total(c)
4.6353.74.9338.60.969.5Threat

16.81 293.115.51 064.94.8362.4Assault
Experienced sexual violence

33.32 561.532.62 239.949.03 662.9Total(c)
10.8833.224.51 688.122.41 675.3Threat(b)
29.22 243.629.32 014.740.53 031.8Assault

Experienced physical violence

60.14 627.361.64 240.949.93 733.2Did not experience violence

S I N C E TH E AG E OF 15

100.07 693.1100.06 880.5100.07 478.1Total persons

5.8443.87.1490.410.8808.3Total persons who experienced violence(d)

1.6126.11.9133.10.646.7Total(c)
0.534.90.744.8**0.1**5.7Threat
1.3101.61.5100.00.642.3Assault

Experienced sexual violence

4.7363.05.9404.410.4779.8Total(c)
2.1162.44.1284.05.3392.8Threat(b)
3.1242.05.0346.96.5485.4Assault

Experienced physical violence

94.27 249.492.96 390.189.26 669.9Did not experience violence

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000

2005(b)1996(a)2005

FEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, Type of v io lence in most recent inc ident —1996 and 20055
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(a) Results presented are from the 1996 Women's Safety Survey.
(b) Includes physical assault and physical threat.
(c) Includes sexual assault and sexual threat.
(d) Components may not add to total as a person may have experienced both physical

and sexual violence.

100.07 693.1100.06 880.5100.07 478.1Total
31.82 446.828.41 952.230.12 253.455 and over
18.21 398.617.01 166.618.41 372.745–54
19.51 497.620.01 376.319.71 470.535–44
18.31 404.520.91 440.218.71 398.825–34
12.3945.713.7945.213.1982.618–24

TO T A L PE R S O N S

100.0443.8100.0490.4100.0808.3Total
9.542.14.823.47.762.555 and over

14.664.910.250.110.484.045–54
22.197.919.294.217.2138.735–44
27.5121.829.4144.227.1218.925–34
26.4117.036.4178.537.6304.318–24

TO T A L V I O L E N C E (d)

100.0126.1100.0133.1100.046.7Total
14.918.812.015.95.92.845 and over
24.631.023.631.529.013.535–44
29.837.631.642.130.714.425–34
30.738.832.843.629.513.818–24

SE X U A L V I O L E N C E (c)

100.0363.0100.0404.4100.0779.8Total
10.136.74.418.07.760.255 and over
15.355.410.542.510.481.245–54
20.875.317.871.916.7130.535–44
27.5100.029.6119.627.3212.525–34
26.395.537.7152.537.9295.418–24

PH Y S I C A L V I O L E N C E (b)

100.07 249.4100.06 390.1100.06 669.9Total
33.22 404.7nana32.82 190.955 and over
18.41 333.7nana19.31 288.845–54
19.31 399.7nana20.01 331.935–44
17.71 282.7nana17.71 180.025–34
11.4828.7nana10.2678.318–24

NE V E R EX P E R I E N C E D V I O L E N C E

%'000%'000%'000

20051996(a)2005

FEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, Dur ing the las t 12 months , Type of v io lence in most recent

inc ident by age —1996 and 20056
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(b) Persons may have experienced incidents of assault by both a male and a
female perpetrator, therefore components can not be added together.

(c) Excludes person whose most recent incident occurred more than 20 years
ago.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless

otherwise indicated
(a) Results presented are from the 1996 Women's Safety Survey.

npnpnpnpnananana95.6130.2**4.4**6.0Sexual assault
70.3273.629.7115.7nananana78.8505.421.2135.6Physical assault

Since the age of 15(c)

100.0*6.1——nananananpnpnpnpSexual assault
74.349.525.717.1nananana75.960.4*24.1*19.1Physical assault

During the last 12 months

FE M A L E PE R P E T R A T O R (b)

84.1677.715.9128.591.0614.99.060.982.163.217.913.8Total
90.0257.310.028.594.1211.2*5.9*13.374.628.825.49.8Other known person
78.9130.421.134.884.1135.9*15.9*25.6npnpnpnpPrevious partner

npnpnpnp*100.0*27.4——————Current partner
npnpnpnp97.4188.8*2.6*5.1npnpnpnp

Boyfriend or girlfriend or
date

62.382.037.749.775.251.5*24.8*17.086.425.413.64.0Stranger
Sexual assault

68.81 052.631.2477.779.4954.420.6247.867.81 430.332.2680.8Total
74.5234.825.580.577.2134.822.839.874.6515.525.4175.3Other known person
64.3404.935.7224.477.0466.423.0139.3npnpnpnpPrevious partner
81.884.818.218.995.6155.0*4.4*7.2————Current partner
77.9223.422.163.591.2120.7*8.8*11.7npnpnpnp

Boyfriend or girlfriend or
date

53.7104.746.390.460.877.539.249.964.1896.035.9502.5Stranger
Physical assault

Since the age of 15(c)

81.182.018.9*19.185.183.8*14.9*14.7npnpnpnpTotal
84.439.215.6*7.287.730.6**12.3**4.3npnpnpnpOther known person
79.5*15.820.5*4.1*74.7*11.2**25.3**3.8npnpnpnpPrevious partner

100.0*7.8——npnpnpnpnpnpnpnpCurrent partner
*70.1*9.1**29.9**3.9npnpnpnpnpnpnpnp

Boyfriend or girlfriend or
date

*72.1*10.1**27.9**3.9*76.5*13.0**23.5**4..0npnpnpnpStranger
Sexual assault

64.0124.936.070.481.5239.118.554.465.5281.534.5148.4Total
64.135.435.919.882.653.8*17.4*11.371.186.428.935.1Other known person
38.916.661.126.065.446.634.624.6————Previous partner
82.925.317.15.2npnpnpnp————Current partner
75.626.124.48.4npnpnpnp————

Boyfriend or girlfriend or
date

66.321.533.710.978.134.9*21.9*9.863.3195.136.7113.3Stranger
Physical assault

During the last 12 months

MA L E PE R P E T R A T O R (b)

%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000

Police not toldPolice toldPolice not toldPolice toldPolice not toldPolice told

20051996(a)2005

FEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE, Type of assau l t in most recent inc ident by whether pol i ce

told —1996 and 20067
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(c) Includes those that never walked alone or never walked
as they had a car.

(d) Includes those that were never home alone in the
evening or night.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Results presented are from the 1996 Women's Safety

Survey.
(b) Includes persons who used own car for transport or

received lifts from others.

100.07 693.1100.06 880.5100.07 478.1Total persons

4.0308.44.1283.61.4101.9Total

3.7284.83.7253.11.4101.9Other reasons(d)
0.323.60.430.5——Felt unsafe

Not at home alone

96.07 384.795.96 596.998.67 376.2Total

13.41 029.421.41 471.53.8281.9Felt unsafe
82.66 355.374.55 125.494.97 094.3Felt safe

At home alone
At home alone in the evening or night

61.14 700.566.44 570.031.92 382.8Total

30.42 341.728.21 941.626.61 990.3Other reasons(c)
30.72 358.838.22 628.45.2392.5Felt unsafe

Did not walk alone

38.92 992.633.62 310.568.15 095.3Total

9.6736.011.3777.66.9514.5Felt unsafe
29.32 256.622.31 532.961.34 580.8Felt safe

Walked alone
Walking in local area alone after dark

77.85 982.983.95 774.265.94 928.0Did not wait alone

22.21 710.216.11 106.334.12 550.2Total

10.1774.78.3570.47.1529.5Felt unsafe
12.2935.57.8535.927.02 020.6Felt safe

Waited alone
Waiting for public transport alone after dark

77.85 982.983.95 774.265.94 928.0Total

58.64 505.958.74 036.761.44 594.6Other reasons(b)
19.21 477.025.31 737.54.5333.3Felt unsafe

Did not use alone

22.21 710.216.11 106.334.12 550.2Total

7.1544.85.6384.85.4404.6Felt unsafe
15.11 165.410.5721.628.72 145.6Felt safe

Used alone
Used public transport alone after dark

%'000%'000%'000

20051996(a)2005

FEMALESMALES

FEEL INGS OF SAFETY IN SELECTED SITUAT IONS, Dur ing the las t 12 months —1996 and

20058

22 A B S • P E R S O N A L SA F E T Y SU R V E Y • 4 9 0 6 . 0 • 2 0 0 5 ( R E I S S U E )



(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of
Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).

(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Includes not applicable, not determined, don't know

and refused to answer.

(a) Harassment includes incidents such as obscene
phone calls, indecent exposure, inappropriate
comments about body or sex life and unwanted
sexual touching.

100.02 323.8100.01 459.5100.0864.3Total persons who experienced harassment

33.2771.733.1483.233.4288.5Balance of State/Territory
66.81 552.166.9976.266.6575.8Capital city

Area of usual residence

25.8598.626.4386.024.6212.7Other cash income(d)
11.6268.512.8186.59.582.0Government cash pensions and allowances

4.195.03.652.15.042.9Unincorporated business cash income
58.61 361.657.2834.960.9526.7Employee cash income

Main source of household income

21.6500.825.7375.314.5125.5Not in the labour force
5.4124.84.362.67.262.3Unemployed

24.4567.129.0423.216.7143.9Working part–time
48.71 131.041.0598.461.6532.6Working full–time

Employed
Labour force status

46.41 077.647.6694.644.3383.0No non–school qualifications(d)
22.2516.820.0292.026.0224.8Other qualification
31.4729.432.4472.929.7256.5Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non-school qualification

13.6315.812.5182.115.5133.8Other countries(c)
8.1188.78.5124.17.564.6Main English speaking countries(b)

Overseas
78.31 819.279.01 153.377.0665.9Australia

Country of birth

11.6270.411.0160.512.7109.955 and over
15.0347.715.0219.514.8128.345–54
22.9531.022.9334.322.8196.735–44
25.5592.625.7375.725.1216.825–34
25.0582.125.3369.524.6212.618–24

Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF HARASSMENT (a) , Dur ing the las t 12 months —Selec ted demograph ics9
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(b) Includes harassment by a male or female.
(c) Persons who experienced more than one type of

harassment are counted once in the total.

(a) Harassment includes incidents such as obscene phone
calls, indecent exposure, inappropriate comments about
body or sex life and unwanted sexual touching.

100.015 171.3100.07 693.1100.07 478.1Total persons

41.76 333.456.14 314.127.02 019.3Total persons who experienced harassment(c)

24.23 665.431.02 383.017.11 282.4Did not experience unwanted sexual touching
17.62 668.025.11 931.19.9737.0Experienced unwanted sexual touching

Unwanted sexual touching

19.52 962.523.61 815.015.31 147.5Did not experience
22.23 370.932.52 499.111.7871.8Experienced

Inappropriate comments

25.53 873.332.52 498.118.41 375.2Did not experience
16.22 460.123.61 816.08.6644.1Experienced 

Indecent exposure

19.02 886.324.61 890.413.3995.9Did not experience
22.73 447.131.52 423.713.71 023.4Experienced

Obscene phone call

Experienced harassment

58.38 837.943.93 379.173.05 458.8Did not experience harassment

S I N C E TH E AG E OF 15

100.015 171.3100.07 693.1100.07 478.1Total persons

15.32 323.819.01 459.511.6864.3Total persons who experienced harassment(c)

8.71 319.99.4723.28.0596.7Did not experience unwanted sexual touching
6.61 003.99.6736.23.6267.6Experienced unwanted sexual touching

Unwanted sexual touching

5.0752.84.0304.96.0447.9Did not experience
10.41 570.915.01 154.65.6416.4Experienced

Inappropriate comments

9.41 426.211.1853.07.7573.2Did not experience
5.9897.67.9606.53.9291.1Experienced 

Indecent exposure

5.8882.57.2557.04.4325.5Did not experience
9.51 441.211.7902.57.2538.8Experienced

Obscene phone call

Experienced harassment

84.712 847.581.06 233.688.46 613.8Did not experience harassment

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF SELECTED TYPES OF HARASSMENT (a) (b )10
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Stalking includes various activities such as loitering and following, which the respondent believed were being

undertaken with the intent to harm or frighten.
(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).
(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Includes not applicable, not determined, don't know and refused to answer.

100.0306.1100.0195.4100.0110.7Total persons who experienced stalking

33.2101.729.457.440.044.3Balance of State/Territory
66.8204.470.6138.060.066.4Capital city

Area of usual residence

38.6118.235.068.444.949.8Other cash income
8.425.710.420.2**4.9**5.4Government cash pensions and allowances

*2.0*6.3*3.2*6.3——Unincorporated business cash income
51.0156.051.4100.450.255.5Employee cash income

Main source of household income

24.073.624.748.3*22.9*25.3Not in the labour force
*7.3*22.3*5.4*10.5*10.7*11.8Unemployed

27.885.131.862.1*20.8*23.1Working part–time
40.9125.038.174.545.650.5Working full–time

Employed
Labour force status

50.4154.349.596.752.057.5No non–school qualification(d)
20.362.223.746.2*14.4*16.0Other qualification
29.389.726.852.4*33.6*37.2Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

14.143.313.325.9*15.7*17.4Other countries(c)
8.826.9*6.1*11.9*13.6*15.0Main English speaking countries(b)

Overseas
77.1235.980.6157.570.778.3Australia

Country of birth

9.729.78.817.2*11.3*12.555 and over
14.143.312.624.6*16.8*18.645–54
20.964.119.939.0*22.7*25.235–44
25.176.727.353.3*21.1*23.425–34
30.292.331.461.3*28.0*31.018–24

Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF STALK ING (a) , Dur ing the las t 12 months—Selec ted demograph ics11
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) Stalking involves various activities such as loitering and following, which the respondent believed were being undertaken

with the intent to harm or frighten.
(b) Includes male and female perpetrators.
(c) Includes acquaintance, neighbour, counsellor or psychologist or psychiatrist, ex-boyfriend or girlfriend, doctor, teacher,

minister, priest or clergy and prison officer.
(d) Components may not add to the total as a person may have experienced stalking by more than one perpetrator type.
(e) Includes incidents that occurred more than 20 years ago.
(f) Questions asked about stalking refer to a person's experience over their whole lifetime.

100.02 153.9100.01 472.3100.0681.7Total persons who experienced stalking(d)

8.9192.88.4123.310.269.5Other known persons(c)
31.9687.428.6421.539.0266.0Family or friends
17.2370.820.1295.311.175.5Previous partner
12.0258.511.8173.612.484.9Boyfriend or girlfriend or date
32.6702.133.7496.830.1205.3Stranger

DU R I N G TH E I R L I F E T I M E (e)(f )

100.0306.1100.0195.4100.0110.7Total persons who experienced stalking(d)

9.127.910.420.3*6.9*7.6Other known persons(c)
37.0113.433.365.043.748.3Family or friends
10.933.414.127.6**5.2**5.8Previous partner

8.325.38.216.0*8.3*9.2Boyfriend or girlfriend or date
39.3120.439.677.438.943.0Stranger

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF STALK ING (a) , Relat ionsh ip to perpet ra to r in most recent inc ident (b )12
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) Stalking includes various activities such as loitering and following, which the respondent believed were being undertaken with the intent to harm or frighten.
(b) Persons may have experienced incidents of stalking by a male and a female perpetrator, therefore components can not be added together.
(c) Excludes incidents that occurred more than 20 years ago.

100.0419.6100.0144.9100.0274.7100.01 490.6100.01 112.6100.0377.9Total persons who experienced stalking

45.5191.155.279.940.5111.147.9714.747.9533.348.0181.46 months or more
40.9171.432.046.445.5125.031.1464.232.9365.526.198.61 month to less than 6 months
13.657.1*12.8*18.614.038.520.9311.719.2213.825.997.9Less than 1 month

Length of time stalked

*3.8*15.9*4.1*5.9*3.6*10.04.363.63.741.4*5.9*22.2Don't know if stalking has stopped
85.1356.982.0118.886.7238.183.11 238.885.0945.577.6293.3Stalking has stopped
11.146.8*13.9*20.29.726.612.6188.111.3125.716.562.5Stalking has not stopped

Whether stalking has stopped

69.5291.553.877.977.7213.550.1747.052.1579.844.2167.2Stalking not perceived as a crime
30.5128.146.267.022.361.149.9743.547.9532.855.8210.7Stalking perceived as a crime

Whether stalking perceived as a crime

69.8292.954.879.377.8213.656.4840.258.7653.249.5187.0Police not told
30.2126.745.265.622.261.143.6650.441.3459.550.5190.9Police told

Whether police told

DU R I N G TH E I R L I F E T I M E (c)

100.074.8100.032.7100.042.0100.0255.5100.0171.1100.084.3Total persons who experienced stalking

46.634.9*55.7*18.2*39.6*16.642.3108.239.868.147.640.16 months or more
40.230.0*29.6*9.7*48.4*20.430.878.636.762.9*18.7*15.81 month to less than 6 months

*13.2*9.9*14.8*4.8*12.0*5.026.968.723.540.233.728.5Less than 1 month
Length of time stalked

*12.5*9.3**4.8**1.6*18.5*7.813.835.2*11.0*18.8*19.5*16.4Don't know if stalking has stopped
67.550.569.922.965.627.665.1166.267.2115.060.851.2Stalking has stopped

*20.0*15.0*25.3*8.3*15.9*6.721.254.121.837.4*19.8*16.7Stalking has not stopped
Whether stalking has stopped

71.553.5*53.7*17.685.435.951.5131.555.394.743.736.9Stalking not perceived as a crime
*28.5*21.3*46.3*15.1*14.6*6.148.5123.944.776.556.347.5Stalking perceived as a crime

Whether stalking perceived as a crime

75.156.2*60.0*19.686.936.563.1161.267.4115.454.345.8Police not told
*24.9*18.6*40.0*13.1*13.1*5.536.994.332.655.745.738.5Police told

Whether police told

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemalesMalesPersonsFemalesMales

FEMALE PERPETRATOR(b)MALE PERPETRATOR(b)

EXPERIENCE OF STALK ING (a) , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident13
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(b) Includes inadequately described.
(c) Includes not applicable, not determined, don't know

and refused to answer.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

(a) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of
Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).

100.0727.4100.0242.0100.0485.4Total persons who experienced physical assault

30.2219.434.884.127.9135.3Balance of State or Territory
69.8508.065.2157.972.1350.1Capital city

Area of usual residence

24.5178.029.972.321.8105.7Other cash income(c)
9.569.313.131.8*7.7*37.5Government cash pensions and allowances
4.532.9*3.6*8.8*5.0*24.1Unincorporated business cash income

61.5447.253.3129.165.6318.2Employee cash income
Main source of household income

16.7121.727.265.711.556.0Not in the labour force
6.446.97.518.1*5.9*28.8Unemployed

22.6164.631.977.318.087.3Working part–time
54.2394.133.480.964.5313.3Working full–time

Employed
Labour force status

51.2372.254.9133.049.3239.2No non–school qualifications(c)
21.8158.918.444.523.6114.3Other qualification
27.0196.326.664.527.2131.8Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

7.957.17.117.18.240.0Other countries(b)
7.856.69.222.2*7.1*34.4Main English speaking countries(a)

Overseas
84.4613.683.8202.784.7410.9Australia

Country of birth

6.144.38.320.1*5.0*24.255 and over
9.770.812.029.18.641.745–54

15.7114.119.046.014.068.135–44
31.0225.333.581.029.7144.225–34
37.5272.927.265.842.7207.118–24

Age group (years)

% '000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT, Dur ing the las t 12 months—Selec ted demograph ics14
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(a) Persons may have experienced incidents of assault by both a male and a female
perpetrator, therefore components can not be added together. 

(b) Includes do not know, could not remember or refused to answer.
(c) Includes in a private vehicle, using public transport, in an institution, at a

sporting venue and other locations.
(d) Excludes persons whose most recent incident occurred more than 20 years ago.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with
caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too
unreliable for general use

np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless
otherwise indicated

100.01 030.3100.0389.3100.0641.1100.03 641.4100.01 530.3100.02 111.1

Total persons who experienced
physical assault

58.5603.149.7193.763.9409.443.51 584.940.9626.245.4958.7Not physically injured
41.5427.350.3195.636.1231.756.52 056.559.1904.254.61 152.3Physically injured

Whether physically injured

9.193.715.459.8*5.3*33.99.8356.66.498.012.2258.6At an other location(c)
14.3147.020.579.910.567.119.7718.83.655.831.4663.0At licensed premises

5.859.79.034.8*3.9*24.97.3265.35.685.68.5179.7At respondent's workplace
12.1124.416.062.39.762.124.3883.39.4144.535.0738.7In the open
58.8605.539.2152.470.7453.138.91 417.474.91 146.412.8271.1In a home

Location of incident

53.3549.052.9206.153.5342.940.41 471.351.7791.232.2680.0
Alcohol or drugs did not

contribute(b)

46.7481.347.1183.246.5298.159.62 170.148.3739.167.81 431.0Alcohol or drugs contributed
Whether alcohol or drugs contributed

73.8760.466.0256.778.6503.758.42 125.354.8838.860.91 286.5Not perceived as a crime(b)
26.2269.934.0132.521.4137.441.61 516.145.2691.539.1824.5Perceived as a crime

Whether perceived as a crime

75.6779.070.3273.678.8505.468.22 482.968.81 052.667.81 430.3Police not told
24.4251.329.7115.721.2135.631.81 158.531.2477.732.2680.8Police told

Whether police told

S I N C E TH E AG E OF 15 (d)

100.0146.0100.066.5100.079.5100.0625.2100.0195.3100.0429.9

Total persons who experienced
physical assault

57.483.754.136.060.147.850.5315.545.388.452.8227.1Not physically injured
42.662.245.930.5*39.9*31.749.5309.754.7106.847.2202.8Physically injured

Whether physically injured

npnp*8.6*5.8npnp9.358.08.015.79.842.3At an other location(c)
16.424.022.715.1*11.2*8.925.1156.7*5.8*11.433.8145.3At licensed premises

npnp*20.6*13.7npnp9.156.912.023.4*7.8*33.5At respondent's workplace
*7.8*11.4*10.0*6.6**6.0**4.827.0168.510.019.634.6148.9In the open
59.186.238.125.376.660.929.6185.164.1125.113.960.0In a home

Location of incident

49.872.849.432.950.239.933.1206.751.5100.524.7106.1
Alcohol or drugs did not

contribute(b)

50.273.250.633.649.839.666.9418.548.594.775.3323.8Alcohol or drugs contributed
Whether alcohol or drugs contributed

75.0109.673.148.676.760.962.9393.352.5102.567.6290.8Not perceived as a crime(b)
25.036.426.917.9*23.3*18.537.1231.947.592.832.4139.1Perceived as a crime

Whether perceived as a crime

75.2109.874.349.575.960.465.0406.464.0124.965.5281.5Police not told
24.836.225.717.1*24.1*19.135.0218.836.070.434.5148.4Police told

Whether police told

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemalesMalesPersonsFemalesMales

FEMALE PERPETRATOR(a)MALE PERPETRATOR(a)

EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident15
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Where a person experienced assault by both a current and a previous partner they are counted once for total partner in this table.
(b) Includes acquaintance or neighbour, counsellor or psychologist or psychiatrist, ex-boyfriend or girlfriend, doctor, teacher, minister or priest or clergy, prison

officer and other known person.
(c) Components may not add to the total as a person may have experienced more than one incident of assault by different male or female perptrator types.
(d) Where a person experienced assault by both a male and a female perpetrator type, they are counted once in the perpetrators components in this table.
(e) Excludes persons whose most recent incident occurred more than 20 years ago.

100.04 022.1100.01 702.4100.02 319.7Total persons who experienced physical assault

22.0885.716.9288.325.8597.5Other known persons(b)
26.11 048.736.5621.718.4427.0Family or friends
27.51 106.245.8780.514.0325.7Total partner(a)
23.9963.239.9679.612.2283.6Previous partner

3.8151.76.2105.62.046.2Current partner
45.61 835.919.3328.565.01 507.4Stranger

All perpetrators(d)

100.01 030.3100.0389.3100.0641.1Total persons who experienced physical assault by a female perpetrator(c)
18.1186.433.7131.08.655.4Other known persons(b)
34.0350.538.4149.531.4201.0Family or friends
29.7306.3*1.3*4.947.0301.4Total partner(a)
25.6264.2*1.3*4.940.5259.3Previous partner

4.546.2——7.246.2Current partner
24.2249.030.7119.520.2129.5Stranger

Female perpetrator

100.03 641.4100.01 530.3100.02 111.1Total persons who experienced physical assault by a male perpetrator(c)
20.4741.311.5176.226.8565.1Other known persons(b)
20.1732.532.6498.611.1233.8Family or friends
22.0801.050.7775.6*1.2*25.3Total partner(a)
19.2700.144.1674.7*1.2*25.3Previous partner

2.9105.66.9105.6——Current partner
47.11 715.814.9227.470.51 488.3Stranger

Male perpetrator

S I N C E TH E AG E OF 15 (e)

100.0727.4100.0242.0100.0485.4Total persons who experienced physical assault

21.0152.720.549.721.2103.0Other known persons(b)
23.8173.436.889.117.484.4Family or friends
13.195.130.573.8*4.4*21.2Total partner(a)

8.259.517.943.3*3.3*16.2Previous partner
4.935.712.730.7**1.0**5.0Current partner

51.1372.021.952.965.7319.1Stranger
All perpetrators(d)

100.0146.0100.066.5100.079.5Total persons who experienced physical assault by a female perpetrator(c)
23.534.237.525.0*11.7*9.3Other known persons(b)
39.757.933.021.9*45.3*36.0Family or friends

*14.5*21.2——*26.7*21.2Total partner(a)
*11.1*16.2——*20.4*16.2Previous partner
**3.4**5.0——**6.3**5.0Current partner
23.934.832.921.9*16.3*13.0Stranger

Female perpetrator

100.0625.2100.0195.3100.0429.9Total persons who experienced physical assault by a male perpetrator(c)
19.7123.015.029.321.893.7Other known persons(b)
18.5115.534.467.111.248.4Family or friends
11.873.837.873.8——Total partner(a)

6.943.322.243.3——Previous partner
4.930.715.730.7——Current partner

56.3352.218.235.573.7316.7Stranger
Male perpetrator

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

WHETHER EXPERIENCED PHYSICAL ASSAULT , Perpet ra to r type16
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(c) Includes not applicable, not determined, don't know
and refused to answer.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

(a) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of
Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).

(b) Includes inadequately described.

100.0555.2100.0162.4100.0392.8
Total persons who experienced physical

threat

37.2206.434.055.338.5151.1Balance of State or Territory
62.8348.966.0107.161.5241.7Capital city

Area of usual residence

22.4124.527.544.620.379.9Other cash income(c)
9.653.115.525.2*7.1*27.9Government cash pensions and allowances

*3.1*17.2*3.0*4.8*3.2*12.4Unincorporated business cash income
64.9360.454.087.869.4272.6Employee cash income

Main source of household income

16.390.527.444.511.746.0Not in the labour force
6.938.5*8.5*13.8*6.3*24.7Unemployed

16.189.428.345.911.143.5Working part–time
60.7336.935.858.270.9278.7Working full–time

Employed
Labour force status

6.334.89.715.8*4.8*19.0No non–school qualification(c)
65.7364.659.196.068.4268.6Other qualification
28.1155.931.250.626.8105.2Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

8.346.19.615.5*7.8*30.5Other countries(b)
7.843.0*6.6*10.7*8.2*32.3Main English speaking countries(a)

Overseas
84.0466.183.8136.184.0330.0Australia

Country of birth

9.954.911.017.9*9.4*37.055 and over
13.474.318.129.411.444.945–54 years
21.1117.322.736.820.580.535–44 years
21.7120.518.029.323.291.225–34 years
33.9188.330.249.135.4139.218–24 years

Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF PHYSICAL THREAT, Dur ing the las t 12 months—Selec ted demograph ics17
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(b) Includes not applicable, level not determined, don't
know and refused to answer.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

(a) Includes inadequately described.

100.0143.9100.0101.6100.042.3Total persons who experienced sexual assault

32.747.030.831.3*37.2*15.8Balance of State or Territory
67.396.969.270.462.826.6Capital city

Area of usual residence

41.860.144.845.5*34.5*14.6Unemployed or not in the labour force
58.283.855.256.165.527.7Employed

Labour force status

69.499.977.778.9*49.6*21.0Other or no non–school qualification(b)
30.644.022.322.7*50.4*21.3Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

22.532.3*18.7*19.0*31.5*13.3Overseas(a)
77.5111.681.382.668.529.0Australia

Country of birth

15.622.5*17.2*17.4*11.9*5.045 and over
24.335.025.425.8*21.6*9.135–44
30.644.029.229.6*33.9*14.425–34
29.542.528.228.7*32.6*13.818–24

Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT , Dur ing the las t 12 months —Selec ted demograph ics18

32 A B S • P E R S O N A L SA F E T Y SU R V E Y • 4 9 0 6 . 0 • 2 0 0 5 ( R E I S S U E )



* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Includes both male and female perpetrators.
(b) Includes acquaintance, neighbour, counsellor or psychologist or psychiatrist, ex-boyfriend or

girlfriend, doctor, teacher, minister, priest or clergy and prison officer.
(c) Components may not add to total as a person may have experienced sexual assault by more than

one perpetator type.

100.01 655.5100.01 293.1100.0362.4Total(c)

31.3518.027.5356.044.7161.9Other known persons(b)
45.5753.349.7643.030.4110.3Family or friends
17.7293.021.1272.3*5.7*20.7Previous partner

1.727.42.127.4——Current partner
24.8409.922.1285.934.2124.0Stranger

S I N C E TH E AG E OF 15

100.0143.9100.0101.6100.042.3Total(c)

32.947.432.032.5*35.1*14.9Other known persons(b)
40.458.239.039.7*43.7*18.5Family or friends

npnp21.121.5npnpPrevious partner
*5.4*7.8*7.7*7.8——Current partner
25.036.021.822.1*32.9*13.9Stranger

DU R I N G TH E LA S T 12 MO N T H S

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT, Relat ionsh ip to perpet ra to r in most recent inc ident (a )19
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).
(b) Includes inadequately described.
(c) Includes not applicable, level not determined, don't know and refused to answer.

100.0228.3100.0160.1100.068.1
Total persons who experienced violence by

a current partner

32.674.333.854.1*29.7*20.3Balance of State or Territory
67.4153.966.2106.170.347.9Capital city

Area of usual residence

28.264.532.051.3*19.4*13.2Not in the labour force
*3.5*8.1*5.0*8.1——Unemployed
68.2155.762.9100.880.655.0Employed

Labour force status

44.2100.851.181.8*27.9*19.0No non–school qualifications(c)
23.954.519.230.7*34.9*23.8Other qualification
32.073.029.747.6*37.2*25.4Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

17.940.815.124.2*24.4*16.6Other countries(b)
*9.5*21.7*9.2*14.7*10.2*7.0Main English speaking countries(a)

Overseas
72.6165.775.7121.265.444.6Australia

Country of birth

26.360.126.442.2*26.3*17.955 and over
29.968.128.746.0*32.5*22.245–54
24.255.223.938.3*24.7*16.935–44
19.644.821.033.6*16.5*11.218–34

Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE BY CURRENT PARTNER, Since the age of 15 —Selec ted

demograph ics20

34 A B S • P E R S O N A L SA F E T Y SU R V E Y • 4 9 0 6 . 0 • 2 0 0 5 ( R E I S S U E )



(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Includes not applicable, not determined, don't know and

refused to answer.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

(a) Most recently violent previous partner.
(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of

Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).

100.01 502.8100.01 135.5100.0367.3
Total persons who experienced violence by a

previous partner

41.6625.742.8485.938.1139.8Balance of State or Territory
58.4877.157.2649.661.9227.5Capital city

Area of usual residence

38.9584.838.8440.939.2143.8Other cash income(d)
15.4231.517.6199.4*8.7*32.1Government cash pensions and allowances

3.553.03.337.8*4.1*15.1Unincorporated business cash income
42.2633.640.3457.448.0176.2Employee cash income

Main source of household income

32.5489.137.7427.716.761.3Not in the labour force
4.263.54.550.9*3.4*12.6Unemployed

22.7341.826.2297.312.144.5Working part–time
40.5608.431.7359.567.8248.9Working full–time

Employed
Labour force status

49.7746.653.4606.138.2140.4No non–school qualification(d)
24.9373.722.1250.533.5123.2Other qualification
25.5382.524.6278.828.2103.7Degree/diploma or higher qualification

Highest non–school qualification

7.3109.37.990.0*5.3*19.3Other countries(c)
13.4200.813.0147.114.653.7Main English speaking countries(b)

Overseas
79.41 192.779.1898.480.1294.3Australia

Country of birth

25.5383.827.2308.320.675.555 and over
24.5368.524.1273.725.894.745–54
26.8402.825.4287.931.3114.935–44
18.0270.017.9203.718.066.325–34

5.277.75.461.8*4.3*15.918–24
Age group (years)

%'000%'000%'000

PERSONSFEMALESMALES

EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE BY PREVIOUS PARTNER (a) , Since the age of 15 —Selec ted

demograph ics21
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Most recently violent previous partner.
(b) Persons who experienced more than one type of violence are counted

once in the total.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be
used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

100.01 502.8100.01 135.5100.0367.3100.0228.3100.0160.1100.068.1Total(b)
20.3304.422.2251.614.452.813.430.512.920.6*14.6*10.0Threat
93.51 404.793.31 059.694.0345.192.3210.794.2150.987.759.8Assault

Total

22.7341.228.1318.9*6.1*22.313.530.819.230.8——Total(b)
4.365.35.663.7**0.4**1.6*2.5*5.8*3.6*5.8——Threat

19.5293.024.0272.3*5.6*20.712.027.417.127.4——Assault
Sexual violence

91.91 381.290.01 021.897.9359.492.9212.189.9144.0100.068.1Total(b)
16.9253.317.8202.213.951.111.726.810.516.9*14.6*10.0Threat
85.91 290.383.8951.592.3338.885.0194.083.8134.287.759.8Assault

Physical violence

%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemalesMalesPersonsFemalesMales

PREVIOUS PARTNERCURRENT PARTNER

EXPERIENCE OF PARTNER VIOLENCE, Since the age of 15 —Type of vio lence in most

recent inc ident by cur ren t and /o r prev ious par tne r (s ) (a )22
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(a) A person could be in a current relationship and have had a
previous partner.

(b) Most recent experience with violent previous partner.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should
be used with caution

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where

applicable, unless otherwise indicated

100.01 502.8100.01 135.5100.0367.3Total persons who experienced partner violence

15.1227.618.3207.5*5.5*20.2Total anxiety or fear experienced

npnp12.7144.1npnpAnxiety or fear experienced less often
npnp5.663.4npnpAnxiety or fear experienced every day

Anxiety or fear experienced
84.91 275.181.7928.094.5347.1Anxiety or fear not experienced

How often anxiety or fear experienced during the last 12 months

20.5308.725.3286.8*5.9*21.8Total

12.1181.714.6165.9*4.3*15.8Violence not experienced after violence order issued
8.5127.010.6120.9*1.7*6.1Violence experienced after violence order issued

Violence order issued
79.51 194.174.7848.794.1345.4Violence order not issued

Whether violence order ever issued

65.7988.067.6767.260.1220.8More than one incident of violence
34.3514.832.4368.339.9146.5One incident of violence

Frequency of violence

PR E V I O U S PA R T N E R V I O L E N C E (b)

100.0228.3100.0160.1100.068.1Total persons who experienced partner violence

16.337.219.731.5*8.4*5.7Total anxiety or fear experienced

10.624.3*11.6*18.5*8.4*5.7Anxiety or fear experienced less often
*5.7*13.0*8.1*13.0——Anxiety or fear experienced every day

Anxiety or fear experienced
83.7191.080.3128.691.662.4Anxiety or fear not experienced

How often anxiety or fear experienced during the last 12 months

npnp*10.0*16.1npnpTotal

npnp*8.0*12.9npnpViolence not experienced after violence order issued
npnp*2.0*3.2npnpViolence experienced after violence order issued

Violence order issued
npnp90.0144.0npnpViolence order not issued

Whether violence order ever issued

39.890.945.873.4*25.7*17.5More than one incident of violence
60.2137.454.286.774.350.6One incident of violence

Frequency of violence

CU R R E N T PA R T N E R V I O L E N C E

%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemalesMales

EXPERIENCE OF PARTNER VIOLENCE (a) , Since the age of 15–  Charac te r i s t i cs of cur ren t

and/o r prev ious par tner23
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