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MAIN FEATURES 

In August 1979 savings and trading banks approved a 
combined total of $325.3 million in loans to 
individuals for the construction and purchase of 
dwellings. This was $45.5 million more than in July 
1979 and $51.7 million more than in August 1978. 

In seasonally adjusted terms the total of loans 
approved in August 1979 was $317.6 million, $4.7 
million more than in July 1979. 

Loans approved by savings and trading banks to 
individuals for the construction of dwellings totalled 
$68.5 million in August 1979, $5.3 million more than 
in July 1979 and $17.0 million more than in August 
1978. 

During August 1979 savings and trading banks 
approved $221.8 million in loans to individuals for 
the purchase of established dwellings. This was $35.6 
million more than in July 1979 and $33.4 million 
more than in August 1978. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This publication presents statistics of secured 

fmance provided by banks to individuals for the 
construction or purchase of dwellings, for owner 
occupation, and details of other selected items relating 
to the provision of housing fmance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for 
calendar months, it should be noted that: 

(i) for trading banks the data relate to the period 
ending on the second Wednesday of the month 
following the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. 

(ii) for savings banks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank), 
the last Wednesday (seven banks) or the last day 
(five banks) of the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. For December 1978 
the data for the banks that normally balance on 
the last Wednesday relate to a 3 week period as 

the monthly "balance date" for these banks was 
brought forward because of the Christmas 
holidays. 

Seasonal adjustment 
3. Details of the methods used in seasonally 
adjusting these series are given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (1308 .0). 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result 
of irregular influences, such as interest rate changes, are 
not removed by seasonal adjustment. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
month-to-month movements. 

Scope 
5. For detailed information on the scope and 
coverage of these statistics and defmitions of items refer 
to the July 1979 issue of this publication. 

6. This publication incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series. 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which contain housing finance statistics 
directly comparable with those published in this 
publication and are available on request: 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 
(5609.0) (monthly) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation -
Permanent Building Societies, Australia (5610.0) 
(monthly) 

8. All publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications (llOl.O) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
n.a. not available 

nil, or less than half the final digit shown 
Dwgs number of dwelling units. 

9. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABLE 1 - SA VIN GS BANKS - LOANS APPROVED TO INIl I'f,IDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PURCHASE OF AI. TERATIONS 
~ CONSTRUCTIO N NEWLY ERECTED ESTABLISHED ANI) ADOITIONS 
. 'OF , DW'tLLINGS DWEllINGS DWELLINGS TOTAL TO OWELLINGS 

DWGS "$()OU DWGS $000 OWGS $000 DWGS so DO $00 ° 
,'. AUSTRAL U 

1~78 
JULY 1,&19 35,825 921 20,111 5,548 119,178 8,1U8 175,114 e,314 
AUGUS T 1,725 37,129 1,097 25,222 6,521 140,718 9,31t3 203,069 ',h404 
SEPTEHB::R -1, 721.t~ 39,882 1,030 23,576 6,33~ 1"0,935 9,088 204,393 8,587 

OCTOBE~ 1,579 35,987 1,124 25.546 &,648 150.608 9.351 212,141 9,785 
NOVEMBER 1,727 39,480 1,060 24.579 7,557 172.155 10.3 .... 236,214 8,617 
OECEMBER 1,365 31.764 860 19,797 5,662 127,620 7.881 179,181 6.424 

1979 
JANUA RY 1,625 38,106 CJ93 23,370 7,139 165.029 9,757 226,505 8,219 
FEBRU ARI' 1,500 35,279 980 23.246 6,852 158,521 9.332 217,046 8,152 
MARCH 1,639 38,305 1,023 22,993 0,89. 157.862 9,556 219,160 9,248 

APRIL 1,,+ 9 2 34,890 846 19,213 5,943 135,136 8,281 189,239 7,3&2 
MAY 2,122 4<h599 1,097 25.195 7.622 173,472 10,8"1 2411,266 9,236 
JUNE 1.963 46,763 97U 22,609 6,610 152,861 9,5103 222,239 8,782 

JULY 2, Oil ., Ittl,462 965 22,91+7 6,255 1 .... ,358 9.227 215,76 7 8,148 
AUGUST 2,037 5()' 0 58 1,151 27,047 7,010 165,479 10,198 242, S84 8,979 

STATES - AUGUST 197c) 

HOUSES 

N.S. W. 52,) 13,013 227 &,139 1.947 51,367 2,694 70,519 
VIC. &29 16,650 473 10,646 2,402 57,121 3,504 810,617 
QLO 395 8,468 177 3,687 8ilO 15,657 1,372 27,812 
S. A. 198 4,789 88 2,237 67& 14,833 962 21,859 
w. A. 228 5,357 43 91+3 398 8,597 669 1"',897 (NAt 
lAS. 39 979 18 430 169 3,780 246 5,189 
N.T. 8 170 .. 60 12 261 2 .. 491 
A.C.T. 11 298 30 115 92 2,247 133 3,260 

TOTAL 2.028 '+9,92'+ 1,060 24,857 6,51& 153,863 9.604 228,6"4 

OTHER OWELL INGS 

N.S.W. 26 835 302 7,617 330 8,"52 
VIC. .~ .. 35 22 535 115 2,507 139 3,077 
QlO 2 43 13 268 32 641 47 952 
S.A. 4 38 12 240 26 ..86 42 764 
W.A. 7 112 12 249 19 361 «NA I 
TAS. 2 45 3 37 5 82 
N.T. 1 30 1 30 
A.C.T. 1 18 6 125 4 79 11 222 

TOTAL 9 134 91 2,190 '+9" 11,616 59 .. Ih940 

TOTAL 

N.S.W. 520 13,013 255 6.97'+ 2,249 58,984 3,024 78,911 2,147 
VIC. 631 16,885 495 11,161 2.517 59,628 3,6ft3 87,694 4,814 
QLO 397 6,511 190 3,955 832 16,298 1,419 28,764 1+77 
S. A. 202 4,821 100 2,,+77 702 15,319 1,004 22,623 712 
W.A. 228 5,357 50 1,055 41D 8,846 688 15,258 485 
rAS. 31:) 979 20 475 192 3,817 251 5,271 1113 
N.T. 8 170 5 90 12 261 25 521 23 
A.C.T. 12 316 3& 8411 96 2,326 1 .... 3,482 138 

TOTAL 2,037 50,058 1,151 27,047 7.010 165,479 10,198 242,S84 8,979 
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TABLE 2 - TRADING BANKS - LOANS APPROVED TO INOHIDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PU~CHASE OF AL TERATIONS 

~ 
CON STRUCTIO N NEWL Y EPECTED ESTABLISHED AN'" ADDITI014S 
OF OWELLINGS OWELlINGS DWELLINGS TOTAL TI) DWELLINGS 

OWGS Moe OWGS $ODD . DWGS ,"000 OMGS tO~~ 1000 

AUSTRALIA 

1978 
JULY 616 12,373 441 7,85~ 2,0 lilt :H,242 3,063 57,471+ 15,5\7 
AUGUST 784 14,399 459 8,415 2,440 47,731 3,689 70,545 19,1610 
SEPTEMB~R 68~ 12,662 510 9,51t6 2,3"3 40,525 3,542 62,133 14,307 

OCTOBER 658 . 12,475 471 8,131 2,321 Itl,939 3,lt50 &3,H5 15,27il 
NOVEMsn 806 15,017 536 9,999 2,931t 53,340 4,276 78,356 18,985 
DECEMBER 508 9,789 Z80 1t,651 ?, 0 21 ~ .. , 796 2,809 t.9,Z .. 2 10,724 

1919 
JANUA flY 861 15,937 531 11,155 3,005 56,1043 1t,391 83,535 16,0 18 
FEBRUARY 713 13,697 434 9,080- 2,801 5",162 3,91t8 76,939 15,61:2 
MARCH 776 1 .. ,14& .. 26 8,861 2,613 48,216 3,817 71,223 15,911 . 

AP~IL 726 13,962 346 6,195 2,376 1+3,916 3, .... 8 61+,133 14,767 
MAY 895 16,981 472 8,931 2,90& 52,351 4,273 78,269 18,973 
JUNE 721 14,274 336 6,7 .. 5 2,183 38,991 3,240 60,016 14,317 

JULY 158 h,151 364 7,439 2,241 41, 797 3,365 63,987 14,&32 
AUGUS T 910 18,1+ 22 4211 7,985 2,95& 56,30 .. .. ,294 82,711 19,214 

STATES - AUGUST 197~ 

HOUSES 

N.S.W. 346 7,503 127 2,397 1,245 2/4,615 1,118 3 .. ,515 
VIr.. 108 2,522 69 1,032 481 10,041 656 13,601 
OLD 154 2,834 69 1,037 447 6,977 670 10.8ltll 
S.A. 111t 2,636 87 2.043 156 2,'116 357 7.595 
W.A. 10~ 1,795 27 483 253 3,895 387 6.173 (NA) 
TAS. 21 217 1 21t 60 1,115 82 1,356 
N.T. 13 168 15 213 28 381 
A.C.T. 5 98 7 110 38 761 50 1,029 

TOTAL 868 17,773 387 7,186 2,695 50,539 3,950 75,498 

OTHER DWELL INGS 

N. S. w. 11 2i1t 16 265 160 1t,068 189 It, 547 
VIr.. 1 '51 7 llt8 33 522 '+7 121 
QLD 15 231 Cl 230 32 653 56 1,114 
S.A. 2 85 '5 86 18 276 25 1+1+7 
W.A. 1 JJ 3 '55 12 193 16 281 (NA' 
TAS. 2 17 1 15 It 102 7 74 
N.T. 
A.C.T. l 18 2 11 40 29 

TOTAL 42 649 41 799 261 5,765 31t4 7,213 

TOTaL 

N.S.W. 359 7.717 lit 3 2.662 1,1t'05 28. &8~ 1,907 3Cl, 062 9,1062 
VIC. 115 2,573 76 1,180 514 10.569 705 110,322 4.175 
QLD 1&9 3,065 78 1,267 1t7~ 7, &30 126 11,962 1,601 
S.A. 11& 2,721 92 2,129 174 3.192 362 8,'0102 1,390 
W.A. 108 1,828 311 538 2&5 4,088 403 6,454 2,01tl 
TAS. 23 234 2 39 64 1,157 69 1.430 333 
N.T. t3 168 15 213 28 381 144 
A.C.T. 7 116 7 110 40 772 510 1,058 128 

TOTAL 91i1 18.422 428 1,985 2,956 56,304 1t,291t 82,711 19,214 
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