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SOCIAL CONDITION.
MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY.

The University of Melbourne was incorporated and endowed by The Univer-
an Act of the Governor and Legislative Council of Victoria, to whick o e,
the Royal assent was given on 22nd January, 1853. The University
buildings, together with those of the affiliated colleges, are situated on
106 acres of land, in the southern part of Carlton. The University
consists of a Council and Senate, and is incorporated and made a
body politic with perpetual succession. It has power to grant
degrees, diplomas, certificates, and licences in all faculties except
divinity.  The Council consists of twenty members elected by the
Senate for a term of five years, together with three members
appointed by the Governor in Council. It elects two of its members
to be Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor respectively.  The Senate
consists of all male persons who have graduated doctor or master
in the University. It elects a Warden annually from its members.
Control and management are in the hands of the Council. Council
and Senate conjointly make statutes and regulations. There is no
religious test for admission. By Royal letters patent of 14th March,
1859, it is declared that the degrees of the University of Melbourne
shall be as fully recognised as those of any University in the United
Kingdom. = Scholarships, exhibitions, and prizes are provided in all
the principal subjects, the cost being defrayed partly out of University
funds and partly by private bequests. In the matter of endowment
by private persons, the Melbourne University does not, however,
compare favorably with others. The Act of 1853 provides for an
endowment of £9,000 annually for maintenance and management.
Additional grants have been voted annually by Parliament for main-
tenance, and from time to time for building purposes. Since 1853
the total amount received from the Government has been £897,301—
£183,401 for building and apparatus, 4584,500 endowment under
‘“ Special Appropriation Act,’”’ 16 Vic. 34, and £ 129,400 additional
endowment by annual votes of the Legislature. By Act No. 1926 of
1904 an additional endowment of £11,000 annually is provided for
a period of ten years, conditionally on the University undertaking
teaching in agriculture and mining, and granting a number of free
scholarships to pupils from the primary schools; also 41,000 on
condition that Evening Lectures are held at the University.  In
addition, the Council derives income from the fees paid by students
for lectures, examinations, certificates, and diplomas. These are
charged as follows :—

For the degree of Bachelor of Arts, £12 12s. per annum.

For the degree of Bachelor of Science, £21 per annum.

For the degree of Bachelor of Laws, {12 12s. for each of the st and 2nd
years; f25 4s. for each of the 3rd and 4th years.
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For the degree of Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery, 422 per annum.

For the degrees of Bachelor of Civil Engineering, Bachelor of Electrical
Engineering, Bachelor of Mining Engineering, and Bachelor of
Mechanical Engineering, 418 18s. for the 1st year; 421 for the
and year; £25 4s. for each of the 3rd and 4th years.

For the degree of Bachelor of Music and Diploma in Music, £12 128. per
annum.

For the degree of Bachelor of Agriculture, £21 per annum.

For the degree of Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine, 22 for the 1st year,
L25 for each of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th years, and £20 for the sth
yea,r. .

For the Licence in Veterinary Medicine, £18 for the 1st year and f235 for
each of the 2nd, 3rd, and ath vears.

For the degree of DBachelor of Dental Surgery, fees are paid to the

. Australian College of Dentistry.

For the course for Diploma of Education, £6 6s. per annum for Students
of the Education Department, and Special Fees for other Students,
according to subjects taken.

For the Diploma of Agriculture, Z21 per annum.

For the Diplomas in Mining and in Metallurgy, £18 18s. for the tst
year, 421 for the 2nd year, and £25 4s. for the 3rd year.

For the Diploma in Architecture, 412 128, peEr annum.

For single subjects, special fees are charged, ranging from £3 3s. each
annually for Art subjects to £21 for Science subjects, in which
laboratory work plays a great part. .

For admission to degrees, /7 7s. is payable by bachelors (except Dentistry,
£3 35.) £10 108. by masters, and L5 ¢s. for any ad eundem degree.

For any diploma, £3 3s. is the fee.

For the Licence in Veterinary Science, £3 5s-

For certificates of matriculation, attendance upon lectures, &c., special
small fees are charged.

In May, 1906, the last matriculation examination was held, and
the new system of junior and senior public and commercial examina-
tions was introduced in December, 1906. Under the regulations,
the rights of all candidates who had passed any subject at anv
previous matriculation examination were reserved. The appended
table gives the results of the public examinations conducted by the
University during 1910 :—

Pusric ExaminaTioNns CONDUCTED BY THE MELBOURNE
UNIVERSITY, IQTO.

- i
. Number who Pasged fully.
R . Number who .

I attemr‘vterl LT T -
to Pass fully. Total. ‘ Percentage.
Ixamination— i \
Primary ... 281 v 88 ! 313
Junior, Public ... .. 1,483 ‘ 593 { 399
,,  Commercinl i 47 | 12 \ 255
Senior, Public 232 \ 117 ! 504
|

No candidate attempted to pass fully in the Senior Commercial
Examination. The percentage of passes obtained at the Junior
Public Examination, viz., 39.9, was about the same as that generally
gained at previous Matriculation examinations. ’
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The number of degrees taken in 1910 was 206, zor of which Degrees.
were direct and 5 ad eundem, as against a total of 819 for the pre:
ceding five years, or an average of 164 per annum for that period. "
During these five years 790 persons obtained direct and 29-ad eundem
degrees. Of the total number of 4,683 degrees granted since the
establishment of the University, 434 have been conferred on women,
428 of which were direct and 6 ad eundem. These were apportioned
as follows:—r1go Bachelor of Arts, g4 Master of Arts, 54 Bachelor
of Medicine, 2 Doctor of Medicine, 48 Bachelor of Surgery, 4
Bachelor of Laws, 2 Doctor of Science, 26 Bachelor of Science,
12 Master of Science, and 2z Bachelor of Music. The following
table shows the number of degrees conferred at the University
between the date of its first opening and the end of 1910—the years
1909 -and 1910 being shown separately :—

DecreEes CONFERRED.

f i Il
‘ Prior to 1909. During 1909. During 1910. Total.
i A . I
: g £ S
yegrees. S T ! T L 2
Bl E|A|R|EE]% & 5138
Bachelor of Arts ... | 915! 1121027 36| 1| 37 33 2 35“’ 984! 1151099
Master of Arts ... | 516} 169 685/ 14| ... 14 11} 2| 13! 541 171| 712
Doctor of Letters ... 1 1 20 ... 1 1 2
Bachelor of Medicine | 778| 15| 793 45 45 48 48| 871 15| 886
Doctor of Medicine ... | 132| 107] 239, 8 8/ 13 13! 153 107| 260
Bachelor of Surgery 693 4] 697 42| ... 42| 52/ ... | 52 787 4|79
Master of Surgery ... 16| ... 160 .o | ol e 16 ... 16
Bachelor of Laws ... | 348 9 357 13| ... 13| 13| ... | 13, 374| 9 383
Master of Laws 68 3 71 1 ... 1 3. 3720 3 75
Doctor of Laws .. 150 211 36/ 1) .. 1 1 1 16; 22| 38
Bachelor of Civil
Ingineering . 148 2| 150, 5 ... 5/ 3 3156 2| 158
Bachelor of Minin
Engineering 11 ... 11 3 ... 3 3 3 17 17
Bachelor of Mechani- .
cal Engineering ) SN ) | PR BT B 1 ... 1
Master of Engineering T4 ... I/ U DU U ST RSP B 74 ... 74
Bachelor of Science ... 63 3 66 11 11 12 .. 12 86 3 89
Master of Science ... 25 1] 26 5 5 6 . 6. 36 1] 37
Doctor of Science . 70 8] 15 2 [/ 9 8§ 17
Bachelor of Music ... 5 2 7 1 1l ...} .. 6, 2 8
Doctor of Music . 2 2 .. . R . 2 2
Bachelor of Dental
Surgery ... 3 . 3 5 ... 5 4l ... 4 12 ... 12
Bachelor of Veteri-
vary Science 3 ... | U R R | 3. 3
Doctor of Veterinary :
Science ... v b | e 1 e 3 ... Bl ven | v | aen 3 ... 3
Total - |3818! 45914777| 199 1 | 200| 201 5 | 206/4218| 4654683
U2
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The number of persons attending lectures has greatly increased
during the past seven years, the total in 1gro having been 1,237 as
compared with 615 in 1go4, an advance of over 1o1 per cent. To
some extent this is due to the inclusion of new subjects in University
teaching, principally Agriculture, Metallurgy, Mining, Dentistry, and
the Veterinary courses; but apart from these, the increase is very
large. A great improvement is also shown in the admission of
undergraduates, the number having increased by 119 per cent. in the
period mentioned.

PersoNs ADMITTED AS UNDERGRADUATES, AND STUDENTS
ATTENDING LECTURES, 1906 TO 19710.

Number of Persons Matriculated and Number of Students Attending
Admitted as Undergraduates. Lectures.
Year. o e
Males. Females. ‘ Total. Males. } Females. Total.
1906 153 | 44 197 648 212 860
1907 186 | 41 227 749 231 980
1908 164 38 202 778 265 1,043
1909 179 51 230 845 276 1,121
1910 214 73 287 903 334 1,237
i !
I

Of the number attending lectures in 1910—1,237—369 were
students in Arts and Education, 129 in Laws, 57 in Engineering,
368 in Medicine, 34 in Science, 119 in Music, 65 in Dentistry, 22 in
Agriculture, 47 in Veterinary Science, including a post graduate class
(13), 1 in Architecture, 1 in Metallurgy, 1 in Mining, and 24 doing
Science Research Work.

Lecture and examination fees comprised 51 per cent. of the total
receipts of the University in rg10. The Government grant amounted
to 47 per cent. of the receipts, and only the very small proportion of
2 per cent came from outside sources.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE OF THE MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY,
1906 TO IgIO.

—_— 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909, 1910.

Receipts— £ £ £ £ £

Government grant 21,000 21,000 | 21 ,000 19,250 21,000
Lecture, degree, and
examination fees 18,918 18,839 20,029 21,286 23,119
Other sources 558 622 824 973 1,074
Total 40,476 40,461 41,853 41,509 l 45,193
|

Expenditure 35,301 37,543 38,348 39,715 ‘ 42,008
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AFFILIATED COLLEGES.

The permission accorded by the ‘‘ University Act of Incorpora- the
tion ' for the establishment of affiliated colleges has been taken ifiisted
advantage of by the clergy and people of the Church of England,
and of the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches of Victoria.
Large residential colleges have been built upon the sites reserved
for this purpose, which are situated in the northern portion of the
University grounds, fronting Sydney-road and College-crescent,
Carlton.  These colleges, which admit students without regard to
their religious beliefs, maintain efficient staffs of tutors and lecturers
for the teaching of the principal subjects in each of the University
courses. They also provide training for the ministers of their re-
spective denominations. The Roman Catholic body has not yet
erected a college upon its site in Madeline-street. In 1906, the
Australian College of Dentistry was formally affiliated with the Uni-
versity, which obtained certain rights of supervision and control, and
in return undertook to recognise the professional teaching of the
College in connexion with the Degree of Bachelor of Dental Surgery.

The Anglican Church was the first to avail ifself of the right. minity

In 1869, Bishop Perry (then Lord Bishop of Melbourne), assisted College-
by Professor Wilson, Sir William Stawell, Dean Macartney,
and others, undertook to raise the funds required for the college
buildings. Their efforts were crowned * with success, and the
building of Trinity was commenced in the following year. Its
progress was remarkably rapid, and in 1877 it was found necessary
to increase the accommodation for students. In 1883 the Clarke
buildings were erected by Sir W. J. and Mr. Joseph Clarke, and
additions have been repeatedly made since that time. In 1886,
Trinity College Hostel, for resident women students of the
college, was established by the present Warden, and was carried
on until 18go in houses rented by him.  In 1890, mainly through
the munificence of the late Janet Lady Clarke, the Hostel was supplied
with permanent buildings "erected within the College precincts, and
named ‘‘ The Janet Clarke Buildings.”” The Hostel forms an integral
part of Trinity College, and the women students of the college
consequently enjoy all its educational advantages on equal terms
with the men students. The Hostel, like the College itself, is open
to students of all religious denominations.  The college buildings
consist of a chapel, dining hall, chemical and biological laboratories,
lecture-rooms, libraries, and students’ common-room, in addition to
apartments for the Warden, tutors, and students. The Warden of the
college is Dr. Alex. Leeper, M.A., LL.D., late of Trinity College,
Dublin, and of St. John’s College, Oxford, who is assisted by a staf{
of tutors and lecturers. There is a resident chaplain, and a resident
medical tutor. The college annually holds, in the month of Novem-
ber, an examination for open scholarships and exhibitions.  Pros-
pectuses may be obtained on application to the Warden.
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Ormond In 1877, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

Collese  yictoria appointed a committee to take charge of the site in its
interests. Shortly afterwards it was resolved to raise subscriptions,
to obtain the Crown grant for the land, and to proceed with the
erection of a college. ~When £6,000 was subscribed for the
purpose, Mr. Francis Ormond offered 410,000, provided that the
Church obtained £10,000 from other sources, and in less than a year
the Council was in a position to receive Mr. Ormond’s subscription.
The buildings were at once commenced, and the college was opened in
March, 1881. It was then announced that Mr. Ormond would bear
the whole expense of the structural part of the building, so that the
remaining subscriptions could be entirely devoted to payments for
fittings, improvements, repairs, &c. In 1883 the buildings were
enlarged. In 1887 Mr. Ormond erected the Victoria wing, in honour
of the late Queen’s Jubilee. The buildings comprise lecture and
reading-rooms, common-room, and masters’, tutors’, and students’
quarters.  They form a college of residence for students attending
the University of Melbourne in Arts, Science, Law, Medicine,
Engineering, Mining, and Agriculture. The college is open to
members of all religious denominations. In it are delivered the
lectures of the Theological Hall of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria for the training of ministers of that church. The theolo-
gical course covers three years after a student has taken his B.A.
degree in the University, and the lectures are given by a staff specially
set apart for that purpose.  Mr. Ormond’s benefactions, amounting
to £41,780 during his lifetime, were increased under his bequest to
a sum which will ultimately amount to £100,000. The college bears
the name of this generous donor. ~ The master is Dr. J. H.
MacFarland, M.A., LL.D.

Q(E}gﬁnf;'e The Conference of the Methodist Church in Victoria, in 1878,

“®  appointed a committee to arrange for the building of a college. A
request for donations met with a generous response, the first donor
being Sir William McArthur, who made a gift of £i1,000.  The
work of erecting the college was not, however, commenced until 1887.
It was formally opened in March, 1888. The strenuous efforts of
the Rev. W. A. Quick, in the establishment of the college, entitle
him to the honour of being practically its founder. In 1889 large
additions were made to the buildings, which now comprise fully
equipped lecture-rcoms, laboratories, library, reading-rooms, and
apartments for the master, tutors, and students. ~ Further additions
were made in 190§, and the college is now capable of accommodating
about 5o students and tutors. The ‘‘ coming of age” of the college
was celebrated in 1909 by the enlargement of the building so as to
provide a larger library and common-room, and accommodation for
more resident students. The master is the Rev. E. H. Sugden,
M.A.., B.Sc.
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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION.

_ The system of local lectures and classes, known as University
Extension, which has been in vogue in England for more than 40
vears, and has more lately been introduced into other countries of
Europe and the United States; was organized in Victoria in 1891,
under a board appointed by the Melbourne University. The system
aims at bringing teaching of the scope and standard of that given at
the University itself within the reach of the numerous and constantly
growing class of people whose position in life prevents them from
attending lectures there, but who wish to devote their leisure to
systematic reading and study. To these, material assistance is given
by formal lectures, illustrated, where the subject requires it, by
demonstrations and” experiments, by informal classes and
discussions, by the checking of written essays, ana by
examinations conducted by men of special training. By thus
systematizing the knowledge of the extension students, guiding
their reading, and suggesting new methods and new directions of
inquiry, the higher education is imparted #to them. The lectures are
not of the ordinary popular kind. Their primary object is education,
they seek to instruct and stimulate rather than to entertain; at the
same time, they endeavour to avoid pedantry and dullness. The
lectures are delivered in- courses, and thus fairly wide subjects
may be treated with some approach to thoroughness. The work is
carried on by local committees, both in Melbourne and suburbs and
in urban centres, acting in conjunction with the Central Board. This
body supplies a list of suitable courses of lectures by competent and
approved lecturers, and the local committee chooses the lecturer and
subject. The year 1g10 has proved the most successful in the work
of the Board for many years past—thirteen centres having taken
courses of lectures.

Thr StaTE EDUCATION SYSTEM.

The present system of ¢ free, compulsory, and secular’
education came into operation on 1st January, 1873, the
Act which introduced it having been passed in the previous
year. Subsequently, this Act, and two Amending Acts passed in 1876
and 1889, were consolidated in the Education Act 1890, which in turn
has been amended by Act No. 1577 passed in December, 1901, Act
No. 2zo05 passed in December, 1905, and Act No. 2301 passed in
December, 1910. Before the inception of the present method, several
different systems were tried. Prior to 1848 education was left to
private enterprise; but in that year a denominational system was
introduced and administered by a Board, a subsidy being granted by
the State. Under that system, religious as well as secular instruction
was imparted by the teachers—the former being given according to
the principles of the denomination to which the school was attached,
the clergy of which also exercised control over the instruction
imparted. On the separation of Port Phillip district from New
South Wales in 1851, a Board of National Education was established
in the new Colony of Victoria ‘ for the formation and management

b
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of schools to be conducted under Lord Stanley’s National System of
Education, and for administering the funds in connexion therewith.”’
There were thus two systems of education under separate boards in
operation at the same time, the duplicate system continuing in force
until 1862, when it was abolished as being cumbrous and costly. The
Common Schools Act 1862 transferred the powers of both boards
to a single Board of Education, provided a limit to the distance be-
tween which schools might be established, and fixed a minimum of
scholars a school must have in order to entitle it to State'aid; it pre-
scribed, moreover, that four hours each day should be set apart for
secular instruction, and that no child should be refused admission to
any school on account of its religious persuasion.  Although this
Act caused some improvement, it was not such as to wholly abolish
denominationalism, nor did it reduce the number of small schools to
any appreciable extent. It continued in force, however, for ten
vears, when it was repealed by the Act of 187:2. Under these
svstems, a fee ranging from 6d. to 2s. 6d. weekly was charged to all
children except those whose parents were in destitute circumstances.
Under the Act of 1872, education was made free to all willing to
accept it; compulsory, in the sense that, whether they attend or
do not attend State schools, evidence must be produced that all
children are educated up to a certain standard; and secular, no
teacher being allowed to give other than secular instruction in any
State school building. Facilities are, however, afforded to persons
other than State school teachers to give religious instruction, on one
or two days each week, to the children of the parents who desire
that their children shall receive such instruction. In each school
four hours at least are set apart during each school day for secular
instruction, two hours of which are to be before, and two hours
after, noon. ‘

In December, 1910, an Act of Parliament of a most comprehen-
sive and far-reaching character was passed. It marks a most im-
portant epoch in the history of education in'Victoria, and lays the
foundation of a complete national system from the infant school to
the highest educational institutions in the State. Power is given in
this Act for the establishment of higher elementary schools, and of
secondary and technical schools of various types. Provision is also
made for evening continuation classes, in which the education of
children who have left the day school at fourteen years of age may
be continued till they are seventeen years of age. Power is given to
make attendance at these continuation classes compulsory in any
district proclaimed for this purpose.  Education is made compulsory
in the case of deaf and dumb, blind, or physically or mentally
defective children between seven and sixteen years of age.

In order to provide for the due co-ordination of all branches of
public education a Council of Public Education has been created.
representative of the various educational and industrial interests of
the State. 'This body, which consists of 20 members presided over
by the Director of Education, will report annually to Parliament on
the development of public education in Victoria and elsewhere.
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Under the provisions of Act No. 2301, parents and custodians
of children not less than six nor more than fourteen years of
age are required to cause such children (unless there 1is a
“reasonable excuse’’) to attend a State school on every school
half-day in each week. Non-attendance may be excused for any of
the five following reasons:—(1) If the child is receiving efficient in-
struction in some other manner, and is complying with the prescribed
conditions as to regularity of attendance; or (2) has been prevented
from attending by sickness, reasonable fear of infection, temporary
or permanent infirmity, or any unavoidable cause; or (3) has been
excused by a general or particular ordet of the Minister; or (4) is at
least thirteen years of age, and has obtained a certificate of merit as
prescribed, or has passed the primary examination of the Uni-
versity of Melbourne; or (5) that there is no State school within
1, 2, 2}, or 3 miles in the case of children under seven, between
seven and nine, between nine and eleven, and over eleven years of
age respectively. Parents and custodians who fail to make a child
attend as provided may be summoned and fined not less than 2s.,
nor more than 1os., for each such offence, or in default, may be
imprisoned for any term not exceeding three days; and truant officers
are appointed to see that the compulsory provisions are carried out.

In cases where schools are closed through low average attendance,
or where, though there is no school, the number of children would war-
rant the department in establishing a school, allowances are made by
the department for the conveyance of children to the nearest school.
The amount of the allowance is 3d. per day for children over six and
under twelve who reside between two and a half and three miles from
the nearest school, or 4d. per day for all children over six and under
thirteen who reside 3 miles or over from the nearest schecol.

Under Act No. 2301 Boards of Advice have been abolished and a
School Committee of not more than seven persons for each school or
group of schools has been substituted. The members of the School
Committee shall be such persons as are nominated for the purpose by
the parents of children attending the school or group of schools for
which the Committee is to be appointed. The main duties of such
Committees are:—(a) to exercise a general oversight over the build-
ings and grounds, and to report to the Minister on their condition
when necessary ; (&) to carry out any necessary work referred to the
Committee in connexion with maintenance or repair of or additions 1o
buildings ; (&) to promote the beautifying and improvement of school
grounds, the establishment and maintenance of school gardens and
agricultural plots, the decoration of the schoolroom, and the formation
- of a school library and museum; (d) to provide for the necessary
cleansing and for the sanitary services of the school; (¢) to visit the
school from time to time; and (f) to use every endeavour to induce
parents to send their children to school.

The following are the subjects in which Instruction is absolutely
free :—Reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, history,
drill, singing, drawing, elementary science, manual training,
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gymnastics, and swimming where practicable ; lessons on the laws of
health and on temperance; needlework, and, where practicable,
cookery and domestic economy for girls. Pupils buy their own
books and material.

The programme of instruction in force contains provisions to secure
a more realistic treatment than formerly of the essential subjects of
school education, and a larger share of attention to the training of
the hand and eye through manual instruction in various forms. The
requirements from teachers of infants are also such as to secure
methods of teaching in accord with the principles enunciated by
Froebel, the founder of the kindergarten system. Great activity has
cen displayed in the training of teachers for their work. During the
past few years hundreds of teachers have been instructed, at the
University and Training College, in such subjects as drawing, brush-
work, paper-work, cardboard modelling, kindergarten, experimental
science, and nature-study. In addition, classes have been held in
these subjects at various centres throughout the State. Much attention
has been given to the beautifying and improvement of school grounds
by the planting of trees and shrubs, and by the establishment of
school gardens. The teaching of elementary agriculture is being dealt
with in a very practical way in a large number of schools.

There were, on the zoth June, 1gro, 31 Sloyd centres in opera-

¢ tion, having accommodation for more than 6,000 boys ; and nineteen

Npecial
days

cookery centres, having accommodation for about 1,300 girls.  Mili-
tary drill receives a large share of attention, and the older boys of the
larger schools are enrolled in cadet corps and provided with light
rifles. The teaching of swimming is organized where practicable,
the children being formed into swimming clubs, which hold annual
competitions at Melbourne and Geelong. The cultivation of school
gardens and the study of the elements of agriculture are warmly
encouraged by the Department, and one day in each year—Arbor
Day—is specially set apart for the planting of trees, and lessons
on their value.

In addition to Arbor Day, two other special days—Empire Day
and Bird Day—call for mention. The observance of the former
promotes the growth of an intelligent patriotism, and is world-wide ;
but nowhere 1s the day more enthusiastically celebrated than in
Victoria. Bird Day, which was kept for the first time in October,
1909, has for its object the protection of native birds and their
eggs.- On the day mentioned lessons are given on bird life and,
where possible, bird-observing excursions are made. About 50,000
of the older scholars have joined the ‘“ Gould League of Bird
Lovers,”” which has been established under the auspices of the Aus-
tralasian’ Ornithologists’ Union for the protection of bird life,
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The need for the medical inspection of school children has re-
reived widespread recognition, and the Victorian Education Depart-
ment has followed the lead of progressive countries by appointing
three medical inspectors. They devote their whole time to investi-
gating the hygienic condition of school premises and the physical and
mental condition of the pupils, and to giving instruction on medical
matters to teachers.

Under the provisions of Act No. 2175 passed on 2nd March, 1909,
male teachers are divided into seven and female teachers into
six classes, there being no female teachers in the first class.
The salaries for males, excluding junior teachers, range from A120
to £415, and those for females excluding junior teachers and sewing
mistresses, from £8o to £200. Under certain conditions the fixed
salaries may be supplemented by long-service increments ranging up
to A20 per annum. The system of payments by way of
results was finally abolished by Act No. 2006, which came into
force on 1st January, 1906. In addition to the head and
assistant teachers, there are four classes of junior teachers, with
salaries ranging from £30 to £6o. Sewing mistresses receive 430
yearly.

The following statement shows the progress as regards State
schools, teachers, and scholars since 187z. The figures relating to
the number of schools and teachers refer to 3oth June, and those re-
lating to the number of scholars to the financial year ended 3oth June,
for the last nine years; the reference is to 31st December and the
years ended on that date respectively for all previous returns:—

StaTE PRIMARY SCHOOLS, ENROLMENT AND ATTENDANCE, 1872 TO

1Q0H-I10.
' Number of Scholars,
Year. NSuCr}l:g:]rSOf | Ii;lt"nl!:;‘lﬂ?sf Eqrolleti i In Average Distinct
during the ! Attendn;lce Children

Year. i * | (estimated).
1872 ... 1,049 2,416 136,055 68,456 113,197
1880 ... 1,810 4,215 229,723 119,520 195,736
1890 ... 2,170 4,708 250,097 133,768 213,886
1898 ... . 1,877 4,618 238,357 - 134,976 | 212,164
1899 ... 1,892 4,808 239,732 143,844 = 214,522
1900 ... 1,948 4,977 243,667 . 147,020 | 218,240
1901-2 . 2,041 5,066 257,355 150,939 | 228,241
1902-3 .. . 1,988 5,037 251,635 | 150,268 224,178
19034 ... 1,922 4,797 241,145 145,500 214,822
1904-5 .., 1,935 4,689 234,614 143,362 210200
19065-6 ... 1,953 4,598 220,179 | 142,216 : 203,119
1906-7 ... 1,974 | 4,721 231,759 | 147,270 | 203,782
19067-8 ... 2,017 | 4,665 233,893 | 143,651 | 205,541
1908-9 ... 2,035 | 4,808 | 233337 | 146, 106 | 205,278
1909-10 2,036 ‘} 4,957 1 235,042 5 145,968 | 206,263

! i

* In addition to these teachers, 363 were temporarily employed on 30th June, 1910
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In 1872, before attendance at school was free and compulsery,
each child on the average attended 58 days out of every ioo days
the school was open; now each child attends 71 days out of every
100 school days.

The following table shows the number and percentage of
distinct children attending State schools, below, at, and above the
school age {6 and under 14), during the year 1gog-10 :—

Aces oF DisTinct CHILDREN.

Distinct Chx-ldren A’ttending;i
© DaySchools. | Night Schools. (  Total.
Ages. — i - e
Number. ceﬁf;-ge. [ Number. cell:tfg;e. Number. » cefn’gée,
Under 6 years .. | 10,790 53 ‘ 10,790 52
6 to 14 .. 1168214 | 823 : | ... 1168214  81'6
14 years and upwards ... | 25,373, 12:4 | 1,886 100-0 { 27,259 . 13'2
| ; ;

Total ... 204,377 | 100°0 1,886 ' 1000 ' 206,263 . 1000

The estimated number of children in the State at school age
(6 to 14 years) on 3oth June, 1910, was 204,632, and of these
202,557 were being instructed in State and private schools. The
number of children not being instructed in schools was, therefore,
2,075, and if allowance be made for those being taught at home,
for others who, having obtained certificates of exemption, have left
school, and for those bodily or mentally afflicted, it would appear
that the number of children whose education is being wholly neglected -
is not great.

In the following return’will be found a comparative statement for
the year 19og, showing, for the various States of the Commonwealth
and for New Zealand, the net enrolment of children in
State and private schools and the percentage of such enrol-
ment to the population. The percentage in the Commonwealth
is 18.32 (14.89 per cent. in State, and 3.43 in private schools), and
in New Zealand 18.08 (15.74 per cent. in State, and 2.34 in private
schools). The highest enrolment in State and private schools is in
Victoria, 19.82 per cent., Tasmania coming next with 19.70 per cent.
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NeT ENROLMENT OF SCHOLARS IN STATE AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN
AUSTRALIAN STATES AND NEW ZEALAND, 1909.

Net Enrolmeﬁt of Scholaxé ‘»Percentage of
—all Ages. Population.
State. St . T T 'St;" T
tate Privat 5848 | privat
Primary  gohogls  Total | Primary o ;0 Total.
Victoria e .. 1205,278 " 49,145 | 254,423 15-99) 3-83 | 19-82
New South Wales .. 238,514 | 59,944 | 208,458 14-72) 3°70 | 18-42
Queensland .. .. 88,865 i 13,658 | 102,623 | 15:°56| 239 | 17-95
South Australia .. .. 53,748 10,830 | 64,578 13-06| 2:63 | 15-69
Western Australia .. 31,374 8,506 | 39,880 | 11-42 3-09 | 14-51
Tasmania .. .. 29,406 6,871 | 36,277 | 15-97; 373 | 19-70
Total Australia .. |1 647,185 | 148,954 | 796,139 14-89 3-43 | 18-32
New Zealand .. .. 152,962 @ 22,786 | 175,748 | 15-74) 2-34 | 18-08

The cost of primary instruction, including the expenditure on
buildings, in the Commonwealth and in New Zealand for the year
1909, is set out below. The average cost per scholar in Australia is
46 4s. 2d., and in New Zealand £5 155. 7d. The cost for 1908
was—Australia, £6 os. 4d. ; New Zealand, £5 8s. 4d.

Cost oF PriMARY INSTRUCTION IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND,

1909.
o Expenditure—
Scholars < Pgr Head OAft?;ghglars in
y 1A |On Admin- . verage ndance.
State Attena. | istration |OnBUId-| Togal,

ance. and Main-| g8 Including | Excluding

tenance. [and Rent. Buildings | Buildings

. and Rent. | and Rent.

£ i £ £ £ s d| £ 5 d
Victoria .. .. | 146,106, 736,422] 162,932 899,354’ 6 3 1 5 010
New South Wales .. | 160,080 944,240/ 165,699/1,109,936 6 18 8 | 518 O
Queensland .. | 69,755/ 309,704| 51,349 361,053/ 5 3 6| 4 8 10
South Australia .. | 38,255 164,863, 31,612| 196,375- 5 2 8| 4 6 2
Western Australia .. . 26,673 164,607 32,228| 196,835 7 7 71 6 3 5
Tasmania .. 17,891 70,221 11,753] 81,974 414 3| 4 0 O
Total Australia | 458,260(2,390,057| 455,473(2,845,630) 6 4 2| 5 4 4
New Zealand .. %132,773 597,935/ 169,601, 767,536 515 7| 410 1

The items taken into consideration in compiling the expenditure
are :—Instruction in day and night schools in primary subjects, as
defined by Acts of Parliament, cost of training, cost of administra-
tion, cost of buildings, rent, and pensions and gratuities.
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The numbers of private schools, instructors in same, and indivi-
dual scholars in attendance in 1872, the year before the adoption of
the present secular system, for a number of subsequent years, and
for the latest year available, were:—

PrIvATE SCHOOLS AND ATTENDANCE, 1872 TO 1909-IO.

i Number of Number of Number of

1 Schools. Instructors. Iggﬁ‘éﬁ;}: 1 :
1872 888 1,841 24,781
1880 643 1,516 28,134
1890 791 2,037 40,181
1898 945 2,440 43 926
1899 901 2,417 48,854
1900 884 2,348 48,483
1901-2 872 2,379 43,182
1902-3 798 2,369 42,695
1903-4 . 787 2,360 49,214
1904-5 . | 771 2,289 43,014
1905-6 o | 757 2,397 48,732
1906-7 . 751 2,313 , 49,803
1907-8 o 696 2,188 50.058
19::8-9 678 2,178 49,145
1909-10 641 2,067 49,964

On comparing the number of scholars with the number attending
schools, it is seen that 19 per cent. of the scholars during 19og-10
attended private schools, and the balance, 81 per cent., attended
State schools.

REGISTRATION OF TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS.

By Act No. zo13, passed in 1905, all private schools and teachers
of private schools have to be registered by the Teachers’ and Schools’
Registration Board. This Board consists of three representatives of
the Education Department, four of non-State schools, two of the
University, and one of State-aided technical schools. Its chief
functions are to see (1) that only qualified persons are employed in
private schools; (2) that private schools meet requirements in
hygienic matters. Under the provisions of Act No. 2301, passed in
December, 1910, the Teachers and Schools Registration Board is
abolished and its duties are to be taken over by the Council of Public
Education.

TraiNing COLLEGE.

A State College for the training of teachers is situated in the corner
of the University grounds, Carlton. It provides courses for Kinder-
garten or Infant teachers, Primary or State teachers, and Secondary
teachers. In connexion with the first two courses special certificates
are issued, and in connexion with the third the University of Mel-
bourne grants a special diploma. The course for the diploma is
purely a University one, but the work in education, both
theoretical and practical, is done by the Training College
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principal, assisted by lecturers, the special staff of the University
Practising School, and the staffs of certain schoois which are pro-
claimed practising schools. Each of the above-named courses extends
over two years, and is the recognised standard for registration under
the Registration Board. Lectures and lessons are given in education,
kindergarten principles, psychology, English language and literature,
British history, Latin, French, mathematics, science, nature-study,
music, drawing, manual training, kindergarten subjects and infant
school work, domestic economy, voice culture, hygiene, and gymnastics.
Criticism lessons in connexion with all the courses are held weekly,
and full opportunity is given to every student either at the prac-
tising or associated schools of gaining experience in the practical
work of his profession. The majority of the students attending the
Training College belong to the State schools. These have been either
classified teachers or junior teachers or ex-continuation school
pupils, and they hold studentships gained by competitive examina-
tion, which entitle them to free instruction. If they reside at the
college they must pay A1z per annum toward the expense of their
voard and residence ; if they reside at home they are entitled to an
allowance of £18 per annum towards board and residence. All
students holding studentships receive an allowance of L12
per annum for personal expenses whether residing at home or at
the college. Holders of State school exhibitions may be
granted a studentship for any two years during the cur-
rency of their exhibition, but without allowance for board
and residence (other than tkat payable to them as exhibitioners).
Studentships may be granted to persons who have passed the junior
public examination of the Melbourne University, or an approved
equivalent, who are at least eighteen years of age, and who have
been classed as meritorious in the competitive examination above men-
tioned. Such students will be entitled to tuition in the course of
instruction at the college free of expense, but without any allowance
for board and residence. Every ‘‘ State ”’ student will be required
to enter into an agreement, by himself and an approved surety, not
to relinquish his cours