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Broadly speaking, the fluctuations in -prices are mors violent
and more frequent in the case of wholesale than retail. prices,
& phenomenon which is observed not only in Awustralia, but in other
countries also. Various explanations have been put forward as to the
reasons for this. For example, it has been stated to be due to
the fact that a variation in the wholesale price of a raw material may
be substantial in itself, but yet may not be large enough to necessitate
a change in the retail price of the manufactured commodity; that is
to say, the cost of the labour element in the retail price of a com-
modity may be comparatively large, or, again, there may be a disin-
clination on the part of shopkeepers to vary prices until the urgent
necessity therefor arises. 1Tt is stated, moreover, that retail dealers in
certain branches of trade purchase their stock at contract or standard
prices, which do not reflect all the movements in the prices of raw
materials,

SECTION VIII.—CURRENT RATES OF WAGE AND HOURS OF
LABOUR.

1. General, —The collection of material respecting the current rate
of wage payable in different callings and in occupations in various in-
dustries carried on in each State of the Commonwealth was first under-
taken by this Bureau, in the early part of the year 1913. The inquiry,
.which wag confined to the rate of wage payable to adult workers only,*
was further limited in a degree to those industries in operation within
the metropolitan area of the capital town in each State.t The par-
ticulars acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations,
and industrial agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and
related to the minimum wage prescribed. In cases where no award, de-
termination or agreemeunt was in force, the ruling union or predominant
rate of wage being paid was ascertained from employers and secretaries
of trade unions. For convenience of comparison, weekly rates of wages
were adopted, though in many instances they were acbually based om
daily or hourly rates, as specified in awards, determinations, or agree-
ments.{ . ) .

* This limitotion was necessary owing to the difficulty of ascertalning relinbie particnlsrs of the
numbers of appréntices, improvera and other juvenile workers, to whom progresgive rates of wage
fAxed or otherwisge, according $¢ increasing sge or eXperience, are payable from year to year.

+ Inorder to make the inquiry a oomgrehensive one, it was necessary to include ceptain induetrien
g‘hi&]; olbvtously are not catried on in the capitsl towna, e, Mining, Shipping, Agrienltural, and
astoral.

1 This pr tion waa r¥,in view of the tact that 1t ia often in those industries and occupn-
tiona In which employment 18 of an eXceptionally ¢casual or intermittent nature that wages are fixed
and paid at a daily or hourly rate.  Hence the averoge weelily earnings ln such occupations will prob-
ably fall considerably short of the computed weekly rates.
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The information thus obtained referred to the weekiy rate of wage
in upwards of 400 industries, and related to 1569 male occupations or
callings, These particulars furnished the necessary data for the com-
putation of average rate of wage in various industrial groups, and in
each State and all States.* The average rate of wage thus computed
represented the arithmetic averaget of the rate of wage payable in all
classified occupations. It was not claimed that results obtained by this
method are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty in obtaining
any satisfactory data as to the number of persons engaged in each of
the occupations for which rate of wage had been obtained, no detailed
system of weights could be applied.f For final.results for each State
and for each industrial group throughout the States, however, a care-
ful system of weighting was adopted. For example, in computing the
result for any &tate in any year, the computed average wage in each
industrial gronp was multiplied by a number (weight} representing the
relative number of all male workers engaged in that group of industries
in the particular State. The sum of the products thus obtained, divided
by the sum of the weights, represents the relative aggregate average
wage for that State for the particular year.§

The whole question of weighting waa referred to in some detail in
Report No. 1 (Prices, Price Indexes and Cost of Living) of the Labour
and Industrial Branch of this Bureau. With the necessary verbal modi-
fications, many of the statements there made and the problems there

* Tha following industrial classification of Industries was adopted 1 —
Classifieation of Industries and Occupations.

1. "Vooci,ke Furniture, Sawmill, Tlmber- | VILI. Mining, Quarrying, &c.

workers, &o.
II. Engineering, Metal Works, &c. 1X. Rallway and Tramway Services.
oI, | Food, Drink, and Tobacco, &e., Manu- X.

fasturing. Other Land Transport.
Iv. Clothing,  Hats, DBooks, Textiles, X1

i Shipping, Whart Labour, &,
V. Baoks, Printing, Bookbinding, &e XII.
] Pastoral, Agricuitural, Rural, Horti
V1 Other Manuiacturing. XITL cultural, & :
VIL Building. XTIV, Dornestic, Hotels, ete.
) Miscellaneous.

4 The sumnmation of the weekly rate of wage divided by the number of occupations included.

$ Though a great deal of information a8 to the number of persons engaged in difierent induatrics
and cceupations was available from the Censua (1911} reenlte, it wae found impracticable to bring the
olassification of theee reanlts into lne with the detailed claseificabion of oeccupabions in Ehe varloua
indusgtries, na get out in the awards, detenminntions, ete.

$ The welghts used in the computation of the average wage were as follows :—

Current Rates of Wage for Adult Male oéwnpauons,waghts used for each Industrial
Toup. .

Particolars, | L, . | . | 1v. | V. | VI | VIL [VIIL | IX, | X. | XL | XIL (XIIL. | X1V,

NAW., .. |186 (208 |100 | 84| 65 162|252 [ 343 | 187 | 747|137 | 704 | 134 | 902
Vietoria .. | 118 | 105 | 160 05 | 68 | 141 | 290 | 157 | 136 | 54 | 65 | 486 | 85 Ta4
Queensgland 87 62 | 108 53] 20| 34| Y0 |133) Y8 | 22| 45 302| 45 0L
B. Australia 24 71 45 16| 13| 40| 68 | 20| 48[ 17 44 | 182 | 24 | 228
W. Augtralia | 65.| 36 32 7 8 16 | 32| 142 | 40 9| s2|118| 31 168
Tasmanla 25 14 17 -] 5 g 20| 40 10 6| 12| 104, 10 80

C'wealth .. | 435 | 808 | 561 | 281 | 169 | 400 | 832 | 853 | 404 | 182 | 835 [1,915| 338 |2,390
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considered in regard to the subject of prices, etc., refer equally to the
guestion of weighting in other investigations, such as the present. Any
inquirer wishing to thoroughly understand the subject may refer to
that Report. .

The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in
Labour Report No. 2, pp. 28-43.  In the’early part of the year 1914
the scope of the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars
of the weelly rates of wage in 930 specified industries and 4266
adult occupations (3948 male, and 308 female)* were included,
and results obtained therehy to the 30th April, 1914, ‘were
published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50.f  Thesc results were
further analysed, and the number of working hours, which constituted a
full week’s-work in each occupation, was averaged and weighted in a
similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was adopted in order
to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the rates of wage in
any specified occupation, owing, in many instances, to a different num-
ber of working hours constituting a full weel’s work in separate States.
By dividing the weighted average mumber of working hours into the
weighted average weekly rate of wage, what for some purposes may be
considered a more adequate standard of comparison was ascertained.
Results obtained from these computations were given for each industrial
group for each State. '

Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations included in
comparativé computations have been kept constant, but the particulars
of wages contained in Appendixes IV. and V. to this Report include
those for many additional occupations. In most instances these have
been taken from awards or determinations made subsequent to that
date by industrial tribunals or from agreements registered under Btate
Acts, or as a result of direct inguiry.

2. Weekly Rates of Wage and Wage Index-Numbers in Classified
Industries and States, 3lst December. 1916,—The particulars given in
the Appendixes, referred to above, furnish the necessary data
for the computation of relative rates of wage in different classified
industrial groups and States at the 3lst December, 1916.

* Tha welghts used lo the computation of the average wage in female oceupatlons were oo follows

Qurrent Rates of Wage for Adult Female Occupations. Weights used for each
Industrial Group. )

.’

. IV, LILV. VL XIIIL X1V,
Particolars. Food, Clothing, Other Itomestle, | Miscellaneons
‘ Drink, ste. | Boots, ete.] Mannfactures| BHotels, [Shop Assistanta,
ete. Clerks, ete-
New Zouth Wales 23 228 44 104 124
Victoria .. 23 320 57 J:14] 111
Queensland .. 3 20 8 47 40
Houth Auatrahs 3 56 7 28 32
Western Australia 1 29 .t 20 .
Tasmania . 1 18 2 8 ..
Commonwenlth .. e 41 731 118 290 307

.t In Appeadixee IV. and V. of that REeport, particulars were given of the weekly ruling rates of
wagee ot the 30th September, 1914, in the numi)er of oecupations mentioned.
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(i.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payeble to Adult
Male Workers in each State, 3lst December, 1916.—The following table
shews the weighted average nominal weekly rate of wage payable at
the 31st December, 1916, to adult male workers for a full week’s work in
each Stage and the Commonwealth. These results are based on the rates
of wage in a large number of important industries, and serve to indicate
with a considerable degree of preeision the relative conditions in the
several States. For the purposes of comparison as hetween States it
should, however, be observed that the lists of occupations to which the
rates of wage refer are not by any means uniform, neither do they
necessarily include all the more important industries carried on in each
Btate, and any conclusions drawn from such comparisons must be subject
to these qualifications. .Taking the weighted average rate of wage for
tlllle six States as base (== 1000), index numbers for each State are also
shewn,

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Aduli Male Workers
for a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each State and
Commonwealth, 318t December, 1916,

Particulars, | N.3.W. Vie. | Q'land. H.A. W.A. Tas, | C'with.

Nunber of Og-
cupations in-
gluded . 874 9 627 567 489 482 3,948

Weighted Aver.
age Woekly o. d.| a8 d.| s d.] 8 d.| 8 d.] s d.| s d.
Rate of \V[I.ge Gl 11 5% 10 60 4 5 0 65 2 57T 0 60 8%

Index-Numbers | * 1,021 970 296 973 L0756 940 1,000*

* Weighted average.

The results shew that the weighted average nominal rate of wage
was highest in Western® Australia, followed in the order named by New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, and Tasmania.

(ii.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable fo Adult
Male Workers in each Industrial Growp, 3lst December, 1916.—The
following table gives particulars in regard to the weighted average nomi-
nal weekly rate of wage at the 3lst December, 1916, for adult male
workers in each of the several industrial groups and to the weighted
average for all groups combined. In computing, the index-number for
each industrial group, the weighted average rate of wage for all groups
is taken as base (= 1000.) :

It may be observed from the following figures that the highest
weighted average wage was that paid in Group VIII. (Mining}), 72s. 9d.,
per week, 20 per cent. above the weighted average for all groups,
and the lowest in Group XIIIL. (Hotels, ete.}, 5ls. per week, about 16
per cent. below the weighted average for all groups.
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Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers
for a full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Induostrial Group,
318t Decembor, 1916.

Weighted- .
. Aver. Weekly
' No. of Rates Rate of
Industrial Groupa. Included. Wage (for Full | Index-Numbers
Week’s Work).
8 d.
I. Wood, Furniture, ete, .. 270 , 83 10 1,053
II. Engineering, Matal Works,
ete. .. . .. 636 62 1 1,024
III. Food, Drink, etc. . 578 61 2 1,009
IV, Clothing, Boots, ete. .. 124 56 7 033
V. Books, Printing, ete, .., 205 68 1 1,123
VI. Other Manufacturing .. 875 61 8§ 1,016
VII. Building .. .. . 190 60 8 1,148
VIIL Mining .. e e 161 72 9 1,200
IX. Rail & Tram Services,etc. 224 63 5 1,045
X, Other Land Transport .. 70 57 10 954
XI. 8Bhipping, etc. .. . 108 5% 1t HEEY
XIT. Pastoral, Agricultural,ete. 72 65 Of vos
XITT, Domesatic, Hotels, etc. 114 51 0% 841
XIV, Muscellansous .. ‘e 233 58 3 61
All Groups . . 3,948 6 8 1,000*

* Weighted average. t Including the value of vi¢tualling and accommeodation (estimated
at 48s. per month) where supplied. § Including the value of Board and Lodging whers
supplied 'as follows ;—In Sﬁdnay 15a. and 189, according to the rates of Wages. in Melbonrne
145, in Perth 23s., and in Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart 15s 1 Including the value of
Board and Lodging where supplied a3 follgws :—In the agricultucal industry 14s. per woek in
Yictoria and 15s. in the remaining States ; in the pastoral wndustry, 195, 1n New South Wales,
22z 10 Queensland, 193, in Wost Austraba and 17s. 1n Victolia, South Australia and Tosmania.

(iii.) Weighted Average Nomingl Rale of Wage Payable to Adult
Female Workers tn each State, 31st December, 1816.—The following table
shews the weighted average nominal weekly rate of wage. payable
at 31st December, 1916, to adult female workers for a full week’s work in
sach State, and the Commonwealth. Taking the weighted average rate of
wage for the whole Commonwealth as base (= 1000), index-numbers for
each State are shewn. The figures given in this table are subject to the
qualifications, regarding want of uniformity in the data for the several
States, stated in paragraph (i.). :

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rato of Wage payable to Aduli Female

Workers for a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each State
and Commonwealth. 31st December, 10186,

Particulars. | N.8.W. Vie. | Q'land. S8.A, W.A. Taa. | C'wlth, ™

Number of Occu- ’

pations included 85 87 37 47 24 28 308
Weighted Aver-

age Weokly 8 d. g d. 8 d. g d. g d. s d. o, d,
Rate of Wage 28 7 28 6 27 4 24 11 38 10 28 4 28 " G*
Index-Numbers | 1,003 | 1,000 | 959 873 | 1,364 904 | 1,000

* Weighted average,

It will be seen that the weighted average nominal rate of wage for

"adult female workers was highest in Westerri Australia,. followed in the

order named by New SBouth Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, and
South Australia, .
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{iv.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable to Adult
Female Workers in Industrial Groups, 3lst December, 1916.—The follow-
ing table gives particulars regarding the weighted average nominal rate
of wage for adult females in those industrial groups in which they are
mainly employed, and the weighted average for all groups combined.
Index-numbers based on the weighted average for all groups as base
{= 1000) are also given :—

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wagze payable to Adult Female Workers
for a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in Industrial Groups, 3ist

Degember, 1918.
Weighted
Aver. Weekly
) No. of Rates Rate of
Industrial Groups. Included. | Wage (for Full [Index.-Numbers.,
Week’s Work).
s d. ’
IIT. Food, Drink, ete... ‘s 35 25 4 888
IV. Clothing, Boots, ete. . 114 26 11 944
L, II., V., YI. A}l Other Manu.
facturing Combined 84 29 5 1,034
XTII. Domeatic, Hotels, ete. 87 31 2% 1,094
XIV. Bhop Assiatants, Clerksete 18 25 10 1,048
All Groups . . 308 28 6 1,0001

* Fee footnote to table on preceding page. + Waighted average.

The results set out in the immediately preceding.table shew that
omitting Group XIII. (Domestic, Hotols,ete.), the highest weighted average
wage was that paid in Group XTIV .(Shop Assistants, Clerks, etc.), 298, 10d.,
or 4.8 per cent. higher than the average wage for all groups. This is
followed in the order named by Groups I., II., V., and VI. (ANl Other
Manufacturing Combined),; 29s. 5d., Group’ IV. (Clothing, Boots, ete.),
26s. 1¥d., and Group II1. (Food, Drink, ete:}, 25s. 4d., being respeotively
3.4 per cent. above, and 54 and 11.2 per cent. below the weighted
average wage for all groups. '

3. Relative Weekly Wages and Wage Index-Numbers in each
State and for all States, 1914.16-—The atithmetic average of .the rates
- of wages given in the appendixes referred to furnish the basis for the
computation of relative weighted wages in different industrial groups
and States. In the fellowing tables particulars are given of the results
thus obtained of the weighted average mominal weekly rates of wages
payable to adult workers, male and female, separately, at the 30th
April, 1914, and approximately at the end of each subsequent guarterly
period to the 31st December, 1918, for a full week’s work, in each
State and for all States. In addition index-numbers for each State at
each period are given, based on the weighted average for all States
as the base (= 1000). ) :

(i) Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage Payable
to Aduit Male Workers in each State, 1914-16.—The following tables
shew the weighted average nominal weekly rate of wage payable to adult
male workers for a full week’s work, together with index-numbers for
each State at each specified interval (a) based on the average wage at
the end of that period for all States as base ( = 1000}, and (b) index-
numbers for each State at each specified interval based on the average .
for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base ( = 1000).
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Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers,
for a Full Week's Work and Wago Index-Numbers in each State and Common-
wealth, 30th April, 1914, o 31st December, 1916,

{(NoTE.—Index-number based on the average wage for the Commonwealth at the
end of cach }l)eriod as base (= 1000). The index-numbers in this table
are comparable horizontally but are not directly comparable vertically.

Particulara. | NSW.| Vie | Qland.| 5.4 W.A, | Tas. |Cwlth.
Ho. of Occupations Incloded  ..| 874 f00 627 567 489 482 3,048
. Weighted average | 5. d. | &, d. | 8 d. s, 4. s, d, | & o 5.
S0 AP, | weokly rate of wage. | 55 0 (54 3|65 5|6 4|63 2/55 8|68 1
. Index-numbers. .. 1M1 084 055 956 1,128 952 +1 1,000
30th June, | Weighted average | 7 . d. | s | & d | & d | e d |5 4|2 4
1014, we? Iy rate of wage. | 556 11 4 4( B2 10 | B4 4|02 D |52, 7|55 3
" Index-oumbers, ..| 1,011 982 056 983 1,135 952 Lo00
30th Seps Welghted average | 5. &} 2. o] s d | s s 135 d ] s 4
Yorge 4 weeklyratoofwage, | 56 2|54 7(53 4|54 5103 10[52 E|55 &
- Index-nunbera. .| 1,011 052 440 280 1,132 049 1,000
31at Deoc Welghted average | 5. d. | . & 8 5, d. d | s d
101" { weekly rate of wage. | 56 2| 54 63 & | 84 82 1082 8|55 7
i Index-numbers, .. 1,011 932 951 980 1 1,332 440 | 1,000
31at Mar Woighted average | 5. d. | 8 & | s | 2 & | 4 d | 8 |2 d-
=t 4 weeklyrateof wage, [ BB S |54 B |53 4| b4 B|83 1452 Ofh5 T
. Index-numbers, .. | 1,012 983 Piay 976 | 1,185 040 | 1,000
20th Tume Weighted average | 5. d. | s g d.| s d| s 5. o | 5 d
& t o weeklvrafeofwage. f 56 8154 B |53 454 3163 1|52 D|BS T
. Index-numbera. .| 1,016 031 457 9738 1,132 046 1,000
30tk Seph Weighted average | & o | & df s d{ s d | s d | e d | &
15585 4 weeklyTate of wage.| 56 10 [84 11 (53 8[54 3|83 1|52 956 ¢
. Index-numbess. .. | 1,018 981 450 70 1,128 048 1,000
31st Dec Weighted average | 5. & | 5. & | s d | s d | s d| s d|s o
015" weekly eate of waga. | 57 7|86 3154 4|54 B |83 4 | b3 y|6é @8
. Index-numbers, .. | 1,019 978 060 968 | 1,121 942 1,000
31st Mar., [ Weighted overage | s 4. s. d ts dols dls dls d. e d
1016 weeklyrate ol wage | 58 2156 T 5% L5 8|03 4|5 D57 3
ndes-numbers. ., 1,015 988 461 av2 1,108 039 1,000
30th June, [ Weighted average |8 & [2 d|&a . |s d[s & |z d |5 d
1910, weekly rate of wage | 68 11 (67 O |50 5|56 1 (G3 4| b4 4|57 11
Index-nambers, .. 1,016 434 974 aGB 1,003 438 1.000
306h Sept, ( Weighted average |5 d |& d s d {5 d |e & & 4 |a &
10146, weekly rate of wage | 590 6 (57 O 57 11 50 6|03 &8 |hd 0|58 8
Index-numbers, .. 1,014 084 087 064 1,085 034 1,000
31st. Dec., Weighted average [ 6 2. ]s d |2 d s & ]2 d. 12" 8 |= d.
1910, {weekly rate of wage [ 61 11 |68 10 ¢G0 4|59 O 65 2|87 0|6
Tadex-numbers. .. 1,021 970 006 973 1,078 0 1,000

Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for the Comunonwealth at the
30th A[l)ril, 1914 (55.12s.), ag base (= 1000}. The index-numbers in

this table are comparable throughout.

Dates. NB3.W.| Vie. |Qland. [ B3.A. W.A. Tos. | Cwhh,
30th April, iD14 Ve o[ LIl 034 955 4268 1,128 052 1,000
206h June, 1914 . o f 1,014 985 958 i1 L,13% 854 1,003
30th September, 1014 .. 1,919 990 087 088 1,140 056 1,005
318t December, 1914 .. .- | 1,010 053 059 1,140 056 1,08
315t March, 1915 oo | 2oz 092 067 054 | 1,144 957 | 1,009
30th June, 1915 . «o 11,028 092 867 34 1,145 957 1,012
3th September, 1915 .. .| Lo31 996 974 ozh 1,145 058 1,015
918t Decejuber, 1915 .. o | 1,044 1,002 036 992 1,149 065 1,023
B1st March, 1916 - ++ | 1,065 L0206 009 1,011 1,149 076 1,039
S0th June, 1916 e L. 1,080 1,035 1,024 1,018 1,140 0986 1,061
300h September, 1016 .. .. | 1079 | Laa7 | 1051 | 1025 | 10158 993 | 1,084
31st December, 1916 o) 1,128 1,067 1,085 1,071 1,183 1,034 1100

From the first portign of the immediately preceding table it will he
seen ‘that the average weekly wage for adult male workers, as indicated
by index-numbers at the 30th April, 1914, in two States, viz., New
South Wales and Western Australia, exceeded the weighted average
wage for the Commonwealth. This feature remained constant in vary-
ing degrees of excess throughouf the whole period for which results have
been computed.

The second portion of the above table relates to a comparison of the
weighted average weekly wage index-number for each State and all
States, at each different period, with that for the Commonwealth at
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the 30th April, 1914, as base { =1000). It will be seen that the move-
ment in wages since that date lias been greatest in Queensland; followed
in the order named by New South Wales, South Ausbralia, Victoria,’
Tasmania, and Western Australia.

(ii.) Weighted Average Weekly Rate of Wage Payable to Adult
Male Workers in each Industrial Growp, 1914-1916.—The following table
gives particulars in regard to {a) the average weekly rate of wage in
each of the industrial groups, and (b) the weighted average wage for
all groups combined, as at 30th April, 1914, and at approximately
quarterly periods to the 31st December, 1916. "Tndex-numbers for each
industrial group and all groups, based on the average wage at 30th
April, 1914 ( == 1000) are given.

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers
for 3 Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each Industrial Group
30th April, 1914, to 31st December, 1916.1

Nore.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and all industrial groups, based
on tha average wage ab 30th April, 1914, as base {= 1000).

Welghted Average Nominal Weelily Rate of Wage,
wnd Index-Number at—
Industrial Groop.
ASI?I}'EIII ?)l;:» g},_’;t 3{131. ;wm Sseom glst
s . v | Mar, | dnne, | Sept., | Tree
1914. | 1914, | 1916, | Ga14.| 1936 | 1916, [1016..
W %%ﬁdéseodé&ieéﬂazdééafd
age. .. .. -
1. Wood, Furmture, ete. {17585 o0 1009) 1,016 1028 1,0s0] 1,065 1070 | 1,001
g}(fj.;.?déabﬁésd 8 adles - d
. . 6066010613621
11, Enginceting, ete. ‘i]udex No. .. 1,000] 1,012 1,056 1,082 1.067] 1,075[ 1.080
w 55 Gl 55 S5 %l le el 5 Gldo 4l &
aAge. .. . o
111, ¥ood, Drink, ete. {IndsxNo, )| Teoo| 1012| To50 1,067 1,077 Looi| 1,112
W RO B E AR A
| Wage, .. ., f 0 il a3 11 55-11 ki
1V. Clothing, Boots, ett.  {yngex'No, .| 1,600 1,005 1,018 1045 ’1.052 Lo71| 1,084
W 3‘3 '-iééfo 3‘4 {fé s d| s d &S .
. tWage, .. .. : 65 065106686 1
V. Books, Printing, ete. {yndex'No. o0 | 1,000] 1,000\ 1,019] To028| 1941| 1,056] Lo76
N N A
Wage, .. -- 4 5| @
VL. Other Manutocturing  {18%% wo, -| Looo| 1,015 1,048 Toex| 1077 1,00] 118
w 85 %0 8 L5 bl o s G GE &
. age .. . 5 f
VIL Building .. DI P AR 1,000 1.008| 1012l *ore| 1o 1.019] 1071
w 8 %l b Bl & G0 o 5% 45
age. .. ., 1
VIII. Mining, etc. {Index o, | ro00| 10010 1022 1003 1,071 1078 1,118
w %o % %o G 80 10 61 Y& B B
nge. ... 10| 61 2| 61 5/ 62 31 ¢3 4
X, Railwaye, etc. { Inden . 21 1,000 1,000] 1,020/ 1,025 1,030] 1,043 1.002
(W glddgzdé Gl 8 &5 Y8 | 52 16
aEe. .. .. 3 1] 57 1 1
X. Other Land Transport 1,04 N, 1,000 1,032 1,045 1,082 1,100 1.134] 1,134
W fibfdibw';'z gzﬁgzd?,&&igﬁ‘i
. ; age. .. .. 7
XT. Shipping, ete. {indesno, - | Looo| Lo21 Loz 1,078 1,073 1,112| 1,211
fi'odr' P P jsndo 50 : aodsgs 0
Wage, .. .. = ki
XX Agriowtural, ebe.* . {n&8 NG 0| Looe| 1000 1,008 1,008 Toz0] 1o26| 1113
W S b s :sﬁisdi'oda?no
age. .. ..| 47 47 11| 48 7 7 K
XIIT. Domestle, ete.* {Trage. - - 1,000 1,010 1033 1,08« L,03¢ 1,048 1084
\id RN EE ENENEMEX
v Aage. .. - 4 4 ] h
XIV. Miscellancous {Indow-wo, ..] Tooo| 1008 To1g| 1,033 1.051) 10r1f 1088
- w PR IR ER B ER R
age. .. ..| 53 E
Al Industrial Groupst .. {1885 100 7| Fonal Toosl Voo 1,039 1,081 1064l 1,100
* Sec footnote to table on page 416 1 Particuinrs for the quarters omaitted from this

toble will b found on page 86 of Keport No. ¢
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In the foregoing table it may be seen that the rate ‘of increase in
the weighted average weekly wage in occupations and callings classified
in the fourteen industrial groups was greatest in Group XI. (Shipping),
211 per cent. The groups next in order acconding to percentage of in-

v crease in weekly wage are Groups X. (Other Land Transport), 13.4 per
cent., VIII. (Mining), 11.% per cent., VI. (Other Manufacturing), 11.8
per cent. » XIT. (Agricultural, PastoraJ efc.), 11.3 per cent., II1. (Food,
Drink, atc) 11.2 per cent. It may be seen that in elght. of the in-
‘Qustrial groups the increase was less than that for the whole fourteen
groups combined,

(iii.) Weighted Average Rale of Wage opayable to Adult Female
Workers in each State, 1914-16,—The first part of the following joint
table shews the weighted average weekly rate of wage payable to adult
. female workers for a full week’s work in each State and the Common-
wealth at the 30th April, 1914, and at approximately quarterly periods
to the 31st December, 1916. Taking the weighted average wage for
all States at the end of each period as the base (= 1000) index-numbers
for each State are shewn. The second part of the table shews index-
numbers for each State based on the average weekly wage at the end
of each of the periods indicated, computed from the weighted average
wage for all States at the 30th Aprll 1914, as base (= 1000).

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wags payable to Adult Female Workers
for a Full Week's Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each State and Commonwealth.
30th April, 1914, to 31st December, 1916,

Nore.—~Index-number based on the average wage for the Commonwealth at the
end of each period as_base (= 0D).

Particulars. N.8.W.,| Vi Q'land, 1 3.A. I W.A. Tas. ]G’wlth.

Nea. of Ocenpationa Included. -1 87 37 47 24 23 ] 308
Weighted Average g. & b & |8 & | 5 d.{s d.| s d| s d
30¢h April, | weekiy rate of wege.| 26 0|97 4126 Miped Tl&7 ¢l 10)e7 ¢
Index-No. 984 1 1,006 938 285 | 1,373 050 |°7 1,000
20th Fone, | Weighted rwerags g, .| &8 d| s d| s & | s & e d| e 4
N weekly rate of wage. 26 9127 4|27 0|24 13 42 10|27 2
Tndex-No. [U-T Y 1,006 404 885 1,373 a50 1,000
30th Sept Weighted a.vemge s, d.1 s |2 &5 d| s d d | s d
1014, wesklyrateciwage. | 20 10 |27 9 |26 11024 1|87 4|25 10|27 4
. Index-No. 932 1,015 035 B81-| 1,366 945 1,000
318t Dec Weighted average g s a2z d| s d|e d]e 4| d
1 *r 4 weekly rate of wage. 26 10127 927 1|24 1|37 4|25 10|27 5
Index-No. are 1,012 83 878 1,300 942 L000
31t Mar Weighted awv erage a. s 4l s A e d| o8 4 d | 5 d.
1015 ‘£ weekly rate of wage. 26 10 (26 11|2 2124 0|37 &H|26 a|2r 1
* . Index-No, 401 993 1,008 887 1,382 i ] 1,000
80th June, | Welghted avemge g | & 4 d| s ]| & 4| s d| s d
* < weekly rate of wage. 27 2196 il|27 2)%24 OB 5,26 &,27 2
Index-No. 1,000 980 1,000 883 1,377 968 1,000
30th Seph Weighted a.vern.ge s, d | s d|a d|s & &8 &1 s d
Dby & weekly rate of wage. 27 3|26 11|26 11)2¢ o037, 5|28 0|27 8
Index-No. 1,001 988 088 882 1,374 1,020 L0
318t Dec Weighted average | s. & | 5 d |8 & [ s d |5 &35 &]s° d
1 < weekly rate of wnge. 27 5 (26 11) 2611 |24 6|27 5|28 0|27 4
Index-No, 1,003 9435 986 296 1,364 1,028 1,000
31t Mar., Weighted averal:e g, d|le dle d)s dla d|e odle @
19146, Weekl, rate ofwage )27 7 (27 M 486 11 t24 6,37 5728 4 27 0
Index- 994 | 1,004 970 882 | 1,847 | 1,020 | 1,000
20th June, nghted ‘.Wer'\ge s, &8 dls d s dla dojs  doja d
1914, weekly rate of wage,| 27 7] 27 11 (26 11|24 -6 (37 S )27 9127 ¢
Index-No. 9492 1,005 970 383 1,347 093 LoD
30th Sept., [ Weighted average | s d|s  d (& dle |8 & |2 d|s 4
o, 1918 weeldy rate of woge.| 27 11 |28 23|27 2|24 10137 6|87 ©|28 1
Index-No, 995 1,005 987 5 1,334 985 1,000
31st Dec., Weighted a.verage g. d |8 d. |8 d&.{8 d|s d|& d]s 4
1916, <4 weeKly rate of wage, 28 7028 B |27 40124 11|88 10|28 4128 4
Index-No, 984 1,014 045 BT4 1,365 430 1000
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Weighied Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Female
Workers—cont.
Nore.—Index-numbers based on Weighted Average Wage for Commonweslth a.t
30th April, 1914 (37.19s.} as base (= 1000).

Datee. N.BW.| Vie Qland. 5.4, W.A, Taa. | C'with,
30th Apri.l 1914 .. e 884 1,008 039 885 1,373 950 L.000
30th June, 1914 ‘e . 984 1,006 993 886 1,373 950 1,000
30th September, 1914 .. . a8y 1,022 200 835 1,373 050 1,008
31st December, 1914 - . 987 1,022 9946 235 1,373 950 1,008
81st March, 1915 . .- 087 489 999 833 1,376 |, 984 906
30th June, 1315 . . 908 D89 999 £33 1,376 064 1,000
80th September, 1916 .. . 1,003 990 990 883 1,376 1,081 1,002
81t Trecember, 1916 .. . L,007 000 890 201 1,378 1,031 1,005
818t March, 1016 .. . 1,015 1,025 091 901 1,378 1,042 1,022
30th June, 1916 .. .. 1,013 1,027 991 903 1,376 1,019 1,021
B0th Septeraber, 1916 .. e 1,027 1,037 998 013 1,376 1,019 1,082
318t Deceixber, 1916 L, - 1,050 1,047 1,004 915 1,429 LO41 1,047

From the foregoing tables it will be seen that the general upward
movement in the average weekly wage for adult female workers, as in-
dicated for the whole Commonwealth, has been comparatively small,
‘and that the 4.7 per cent. increase shewn at the end of 1916 has been
;secured almost entirely during the year 1916. :

(iv.) Weighted Average Rate of Wage Payable to Adult Female
Workers in Industrial Groups, 1914-16.—The following table gives par-
ticulars of the weighted average weekly rate of wage payable to adult
female workers at the 30th April, 1914, and ab approximately quarterly
perieds to the 31st December, 1916, in the industrial groups in which
they are mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking the
average wage in each industrial group and for all groups, at the 30th
April, 1914, in each instance, as base (= 1000}, index-numbers are
given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at the end of each
period indicated,

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Female Workers
for & Full Weok’s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each Industrial Group,
30th April, 1914, to 31st December, 1816,1

Nore.—Index-number for sach Industrial Group and all Industrial Groupe, based on

- the Average Wage at 30th April, 1914, as hase (== 1000).

Welghted Average Nominal Weekly Rat.e of Wage
and Index-Nomber at— ’
Industrial Group.
30th | 31st | 91st | 31st | 30th | 20th |31st
April,| Dec.,| Dec., | Mar., | June, | Bept., | Dec.,
1914 {1014, | 1915, | 1016 | 1018, | Te36 | 1018
8 % -2% o % %t 511 5 b 5.5.44'
4
IIL Food, Drink, ete. o | Mage -1 Loool 1041 1085 1,100 1,108 L111| 1195
%0 % 511 5 %) 55 4l 55 N %6 B % u)
IV. Clothing, Boots, ete. {Indsx No. | 1.000] 1,007) 1,018] 1,063 1,045 1,080 1,088
%6 % 87 dd % dxi o7 ds % 11| 5 d?' % %
W, . 1
Vv Other Monufacturing .. {p38% o | To00| T,008) 1,018 1,026) 106 Losol 1,092
S5 0% G50 5 5 %o o o ol 1 G
. Wage .. |31 30 9 o 50 10l 51 %
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, ele.¥.. {Index Np. | 1000 071 089 000 0o0f 991 1.002
30 dé 31 di %0 dl' %0 dl 82'9:?1 %0 da % 1%
Wa e .
XIV. Miscollaneous {inade No | 1,000] 1030 ~oo7] a7 “osa| ~ 0s3| - 900
W LN LN e e NN
age ..
All Groups ¥ oo {IndseNo, | To0s| Lo0o| 1008 1,022 1,091] 1,092) 1,047

* See footnote to table on page 4%6. 1 We?ht.ed average 1 Particolars for the quartere
omitted from this table will be found on page 63 of Report No 6.


http://%7bSd5.No

422 CurreNT RATES OF Waae, Erc.

4. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 3ist De-
cember, 1916.—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding para-
graphs of this Section relate to the minimum rates payable for a full
. week’s work. Tt should be observed, however, that the number of hours
which constitute a full week’'s work differ in many instances, not only
as between various trades and occupations in each State, but also
as between the same trades and occupations in the several States. In
order to secure what may be for some purposes a more adequate standard
of comparigson, the results given in the preceding paragraphs are herein
reduced to & common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour, classified
according to industrial groups in each State and all States. In Appen-
dixes IV. and V. of this Report, particulars in detail regarding the
number of hours worked per week in the various industries in the several
States are shewn. It will be there seen that the specified number of
hours of labour per week cover a very wide range. In the following
tables the average number of hours per week for each State, according
to industrial groups, is given.

(i.} Males.—The table on page 423 shews (a) the average weekly
wage, (b} the average number of working hours per weok for a full week’s
work, and (¢) the average hourly wage for adult male workers in each
State and industrial group except Groups XI. (Shipping, ete.), and
XIIL. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). Owing to the fact that many of the
occupations included in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal
nature, and that the hours of labour are not generally regulated either by
awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, the necessary
particulars for the computation of average working time and hourly
.rates of wage are not available.

The general effect of reducing the weighted average rates of wagetoa
comnon basis {1.e., per hour) is to eliminate on comparison any apparent
difference between the several States which may be due to unequal
working time. Tn Western Australia, however, the fact that the average
working hours per week is less than in any. other State causes a
corresponding increase in the hourly rates of wage as compared with
the other States. On page 416 index-numbers are given showing the
relative average weekly rate of wage for each State; the corresponding
index-numbers for the hourly rate, taking the average for the whole
Commonwealth as base (= 1000) are as follows:—New South Wales,
1019 ; Vietoria, 972 ; Queensland, 993 ; South Australia, 973 ; Western
Australia, 1091 ; and Tasmania, 914. ¢
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‘Weighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage, Payables to Aduit Male
Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 315t December, 1916.*

& . . BE]
5| E| 8| 2| 2| ¢ {ecd
Industrial Groups, Parttlculars.t £ § % 2 % -§ 28 3
el T &] % ~| B |exe

= "

Weokly Wage 65/1 | 6170 | 66/4 | 61/4 | 61/3 | 5672 | 43/10
Working Hours | 48.02 | 48 07 | 46.24 |47 @0 (4B 00 | 48.00 | 47 75
Hourly Wage 1743 1/34| L/5d L/ 1/48| 1/2 174

Weelkly Wage 64/ 160711 |61/76 | 57/4 | 67/3 61/.’; 63/1
Working Hours | 48 00 | 43.00 | $5.65 | 48.00 ( 47.05 | 48.00 | 47.76
Hourly Wage 174 | 1733 1/44 1/24 L1743 1/33 1/3)

Weekly Wage 42/3 6%/10 60/10 | 8175 | 61/- | 5475 | 6178
Working Hours | 48,57 | 45.93
Hourly Wage 138 1/8 | 1723 1/33 1783 1/14| 178

Weekly Wage a0/2 1 54 11 52/8 | 52/- | 8370 | 5246 | 56/7
Working Hours | 47.79 | 48.00 | 48.00 { 45.00 | 48.00 | 48 00 (47.92
Hourly Wage 13| 114 1/13 11| 14 F 1713 1/2%

Weelkly Wage 07/9 | 607100 63/0 | G5/ | 6870 f 63/1 | 68/
Working Hours | 46 73 {4598 | 4530 [ 47 56 | 4577 | 46.35 | 46 20
Bourly Wage 1754 1764 1/43 1/43| 1/6 | 1744 1753
Weekly Woge 63/0 [ 6074 | B3/5 ; 60/1Y| 84/4 | 58/5 | 01/8
Working HMours | 47.98 [ 45.01 | 47.57 | 48.44 [ 48 10 | 48.23 4801
Hourly Wage 1/33- 1/8 | L/23 1/3 1 174§ 1723 1/34

Weekly Wage Ti/4 | 0071 | TO/2 ) 6G/2 | 69/5 | 63/7 | 60/8
Working Hours | 4718 | 44.41 | 44.00 | 48.22 | 47 90 | 4687 | 45 91
Hourly Wage /64 1/63 /74 1/6Y 1/6% 1/43 1/03

{
{
{
{
{
{
{
{
{
-
{
{
-1
)

1. Wooq, Fumiture atc,

t, Enginearlug, Metal
Works, ete.

II1, Food, Drink, etc.
IV, Clothing, Boots, stc.

¥. Books, Printing, efc.

VI, Other Manufacturing
VII. Bullding .. ..

VIII, Miningt .- .. Working Hours | 45.58 |44 02 | 4580 | 45 77 | 47 54 | 47.31 | 45.98
Hourly Wage 177 | 1734 1/7% 17103 1/8% 1/4 1/7

Weekly Wage 65/2 | 61/7 | 639 | 62/9 | 03/1 | 56/2 | 63/5
Working Hours | 48560 | 4815 1 4870 | 48 50 1 48,46 | 40 80 | 48 47
Hourly Wage 1/4 1/34 17381 L1/34 1/3%] 1/1% 1/3%

Weekly Wage 50/4 | 67/~ 59/— | 62/5 | 62/8 | 60/4 [57/10
Workiing Houts | 54 39 (5278 | 5207 | 40 45 | 48.00 | 53.00 | 63 00
Hourly Wage 1/1{ 1/t 1713 1/0§ 1/3§-/11% ] 111

Weekly Wage {| | 58/4 | 613 | 58/6 62/6 | 66/— | 81/4 1 50/1
MWorking Hours .. C . . .. . .- .
Hourly Wage e s .. . .. .. ..

IX. Eail & Tram Services

X. Other Land Transport

XI, Shipplng, stc,

xir. Pumml Agriculsurab | | Weekly Wagel [55/10 81/11 | 57/3 [s8/11 [ 56/1 | 56/2 | 55/~

Working Hours .. .. V- .. . .. .
Hourly Wage .. . .. ‘e .. .. e

Weekly Wagel | 83/3 1 a7/3 | 47/8 | 50/2 | 60/1 | 43/8 | 51/
Workig Honrs | 57.45 | 57.05 | 50.2 | 54 70 | 55 53 | 58,00 | #7.22
Hourly Wage | —/113| -/10 —/83| -/11 | 1/1 | -~/ | —/10%

Weekly Wage¥f 59/? B2/2 |35/10 | 57/- | 59/9 | Bd/- | 5B/3
Working Honra | 43 63 | 49,67 | 40.17 | 45.11 | 47 02 | 48 43 | 48.55
Hourly Wage 1/23 /24 L1y 1724 1734 LAY 1/2%

X111, Domestic, Robols, ete,

XEY. Miscellaneouy”

AllGronps Weokly Wage [G1/11 |58/10 | 6074 | 59/~ | 65/2 | 67/= | 00/B

8377 | B0/3 1 B1/8 | 803 [ O7/D 1 BT/ 1 G2/2

All Groups exce ptmg XI Workingllours | 4851 [ 46822 148 27 | 46.14 | 48.11 | 48.5; | 4833
vl Honrly Wage 1/34 1/3 1734 1/3 1/43 172 1/3%

*| Tlourly rates have been published as follows:—To 30th April, 1914 (Tabour Report, No.
'5,]11 149-50); to 31sb March, 1915 (Labour Buliatin, No 9, pp. 72-3); to 30tk June, 1915 ( Labour
Bulletin, No 19, pp 175-8) to 30th Eseptember, 1815 (Labour Buliet.m, No. 11 pp 264:5 3 to
31st December, 1915 (Labouwr Bulletin, No. 12, pp. 413-4); to 3$ist Marel, 10118 (I.al')our
Rulletin No. 13, p.p. 81-2); to 20th June, 1914, (Lal)our Ballotin No. 14, pp. 189-90); and to
30th Eeptemhcr, 1916, ¢ Labour Bulletin No. 15 p p 200<360)

1| Particolars relate to the Average Weighted weelily wage, worlung lours and hourly wage,
reapectively, 1 Average rates of wage and hours prevailing ot the principal minkng centres in each
Stale 1 Average rates of waugse ore for occupationz other than Masters, Officers, nsl
Engineers in the Merchant Marine Service, and include value of victualling and accommodation,
where| provided, at 453 per month, hut does not include value of cormnission on bar sales 10
stewards In the recent awnrd for Maslers and Officers on inter-State and intrn-State merchant
vegsels, the annual value of vietualling and aecommodation which was estimated in 1010 at
£30, was computed to be £43 17s. 1 8ee foobnotes bo Table on page 416,
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(ii.) Females.—On page 416 index-numbers are given, with respect to
the relative average weekly rate of wage for adult fomale workers in each
State; the corresponding index-numbers for the hourly rate, taking the
average for the whole Commonwealth as hase (= 1000), are as fol-
lows :—New South Wales, 994 ; Vietoria, 1010 ; Queensland, 943 ; South
Australia, 874 ; Western Australia, 1363 : and Tasmania, 978.

Woeighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage payable to Adult
Female Workers and Weekly Hours of Labour, 30th September, 1916.*

ol
o . ]
;‘ E g ﬁ = = P % =
Industelal Groups. Particulnrs,t E] § -E. = £ .§ %ﬂ E
- =]
. @ & 3 =z B o | EuE
I I <%

Weekly Wage 25/8 | 26/3 | 20/ | 23/3 | 21/3 | 24/0 | 25/4
Working Mours | 48.00 | 48,00 | 48,00 | 48,00 | 48,00 | 4B.00 | 48.00
Hourly Wage -/04| -/o4| -/b¥ -/5% -6} -/0f -/6f

Weokly Wage 28/1 | 26/0 ; 24/2 22/10f35/11 26,/3 |26/11

1L Food, Drink, stc.

IV, Clothing, Boots, etc, Working Hours | 47.86 | 43.00 | 48.00 | 48 00 | 48.00 | 40.50 | 47.92

Hourly Wage =T ey -/ ) —a#l -9 -/83) -/6%

Weekiy Wage | 20/1 [30/10 | 2879 | 2270 | .. | 82/- | 298/3

LILV.&VI. All other Manu-+ | Working Hours | 47.17 [ 47.00 | 47,43 | 48.00 ) .. [4800|47.00
facturing Hourly Waoge =Ty =713 -/5d -5 .. =8 -/73

Weekly Woge! | 20/8 | 28/5 [32/10 | 20/3 | 42/5 | 33/8
Working Hours | 53.17 | 50.77 | 55.17 | 50.67 | 50.20 | 58,00 | 52.48

XIU. Domestle, Hotely, sto. L
Hourly Wage -/68 -/63 -/7Y —/7 | -/104) -/63| -/73

—t— e e e

; Weokly Wage [28/10 [32/10 | 28/0 | 3/~ | .. | .. [29/10
XIV. Shop Jesistants, Working 1fcacs | 70.25 | 14.00 | 460 |s000 | - | 11 [a613
, ote. Hourly Wage | -~/63 -/8% -/13 /6 . | 1 | </

Working Houra | 49.44 | 45.36 | 40.85 | 4902 |4 4083 | 40.02

All Groups 0.08
Hourly Wage = =7 -8k -8 | /93 -8 /7

{ Weelkly Wage 28/7 | 28/6 | 27/4 [24/11 (38/10 | 28/4 | 28/

* For details a8 to previous publications, see footnote to tahle on previous page. t The
particalars relate to the Average Weighted weekly rates of wage, working hours and hourly wage,
teapectively 1 See footnote to table on page 416,

(iii.) Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914, 1915
and 1916, Particulars are given in the following table, classified ac-
cording to States for male and female occupations separately at 30th
April, 1914, at 31st December, 1914, at 3lst December, 1915,
and st 3lst  December, 1916.1 These particulars relate to
(a) the weighted average weekly wage, (b) the weighted aver-
age number of working' hours constituting a full weekls work,
and (c) the weighted average hourly wage. It should he observed
that the weighted average weekly wage relates to all industrial classes
combined, and includes the value of hoard and lodging where supplied
in land occupations and the value of victualling in marine occupa-
tions,§ whereas the number of working hours and the hourly wage
relate to all industrial classes other than Groups XI. (Shipping), and
XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) Owing to the fact that many of the
occupations included in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal
nature, and that the hours of labour in these occupations are not gene-
rally regulated either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals
or otherwise, the necessary data for the computation of the average num-
ber of working hours are not available.

§ See foctnotes to table on page 416.
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The general effect of reducing the rates of wage to a common
basis (7.2., per hour) is to decrease the amount of the difference shewn
when comparing the weekly wage in the several States. In Western
Australia, however, the fact that the average working hours per week
in male gccupations is less than in any other State causes a corresponding
increase in the hourly rate of wage as compared with the other States.

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage payable e Aduit
Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 30th April, 1914, 31st December, 1914,
1915 and 1916.1

Jate. articulars, BW. 1E. and. AL WAL As. with,
Date P X N.B. W v Q'land 8.A W.A T; Crwlith
MALE WORKERS.

g, o | 8 d s A5 d[ s d.js d s &

20k Aoril Weekly Wage* .. |55 0 54 3 52 B 54 4 |62 2 52 6 55 1
'S L working Hourst 40,42 | 4880 | 48.78 | 4580 | 47.98 | 4382 | 4503

* Hourly Waget .. | 13.93d.| 13.684.| 13.454.| 13.84d.! 16.33d. | 13.024, | 13.904.

. a4, | & d. e, . 1 s o [ o d §s & 8 d

318t Dec Wealkly Wnge* .. |58 2 |54 7 [53 5 |64 5 |6210 [52 & |55 7
1o1e |1 Working Hourst 49,36 | 48,66 | 48.64 | 4350 | 4818 | 48.62 | 98.87

‘ Hourly Waget .. | 14114, [13.824. | 18,7541 13.864.| 16.37d. ] 15.074.| 14.004,

g, d & d 78 4 L 48 4 ]s d.7 5 4

S1st oo, |[ Weekly Wage* .. |67 7 (46 3 |b4 4 [64 8 [83 4 (53 2" |56 6
3 19%{]-. Working Hourst 40,28 48.50 43 .56 48.50G $3.12 48.56 48,77

* Hourly Waget .. | 14.50d. | 14.054.} 14.074.| 13.084.| 16.604. ) 15.204.| 14.384,

& d|la A |e dls 4w d. s d |= o

31at Dec . Weelkdy Wape* .. |61 11158 10|60 459 01086 2|57 0O )
1910 Working Hourst 9851 | 4822 | 4827 | 48.14 48 11 4855 | 4833
Tourly Waget .. | 15.73x | 14 904 | 15324 | 1501 | w84 | 14 114, | 15.434.

FEMALE WORELERS,

s d [ & £ . & d. . 4. o, 5. d.

30th Aot Weskiy Woge .. {20 9 |27 4 |2611 |24 1 T 4 25 10 |27 2
Vorr {4 Working Hours .. | 4934 | 4854 | 40.3% | 49.23 | 48.00 1 50.76 | 40.08

. Hourly Wage .. 6.514. 0,78d.| 6.484.| 0.85d. 9,204, | 6.118. 6.044d.

5. d. g d. & . & d, 2. d. g 4 s d,

sigt Dec.. |[Weekly Wape .. | 2610 |27 ¢ |27 1 |24 1 |87 4 [2510° 27 5
nta’ Working Hours .. | 49.34 48.54 4382 49,38 .44 50.76 4911

. Hourly Wage .. | 6.53d, 6.874.| 6.53d.| 5854 | 9.06d.| 6114, 6.70d.

7. d.| & d | 8 4 | 5 d g, & | s | 8 d

et D Weekly Wage .. |27 & | 261k |2611 |24 & |37 5 (238 0 |27 4
Saie” |§ Working Hours .. | 4945 | 48,46 | 4984 | 4935 | 40.36 | 50,14 | 4012
. Hourly Wage .. 0.86d, | 0.67d.| 6.484.) 5964, 9.014.4 6.71d. 4.884d,

8. d | = d. | & i |8 d |5 d|=s & s 4

315t Dec., Woekly Wonge .. (28 7 (28 5 27 3 2¢ 10 38 10 28 3 28 5
1910 Working Hours .. | 49.44 48.36 49,85 4802 40.08 40 83 40 02
Hourly Wago . 6.03d. | 7.06d 0 5B 6.08d 0,504, 0.824. G 96,

“ Welghted average weekly wage in all Industrial classes combined.

1+ Weighted average working houra per week, and computed hourly rates of wage for all induostrial
classes excepting Clagses X1, (Shippine, ete.), and XII. { Agrieultural, Pastoral, ete.). Working hours
have not been g{enera!]y regulated by industrial tretbunals for occupatione c¢lassified Ll Induetrlal
Clapaes XT1. and X1I.

+ For detaila as to previons publications see footnoto to table on page 423,

From the foregoing table it may be seen that with the exception of
Western Australia, there has been a steady diminution in the numher
of working hours, constituting a full weelk’s work in male occupations.
On the other hand, excepting in Victoria, South Australia,and Tasmania,
the hours of work in female occupations have shewn a slight increase. The
effect of these changes on the hourly rate of wage as compared to the
general increase in the weekly wage is readily seen from the comparative
index-numbers given in the following table. In each instance (male and
female occupations separately) the basis taken is the weighted average
for the Commonwealth abt the 30th April, 1914, as base { = 1000).
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Ralatwe Index-numbers for Weekly and Hourly Weighted Merage Wage, 30th April,
1914, 31st Decemher, 1914, 1915 and 1916.*

Nore.—Woiglited Average for the Commonwealth at 30th April, 1914, as hage
(= 1000).

Dats. Particulars, iN.S.W.I Vic. Q’Iand.l S.A. W.A. Tas. | C'with,

MALE WORKERS.

- - -

30th Apﬂl Weekly Wage .. | 1,011 984 955 986 1,128 952 1,000
1014 Hourly Wage .. 903 980 083 091 1,170 933 1,000
31st Dec Weokly Wage .. | 1,009 990 969 088 1,140 9506 1,008
1914, Hourly Waga .. | 1,010 290 985 993 1,173 il 1,009
31e6 Dec Weekty Wage .. | Li44 1,002 085 (G 1,140 a65 1,628
1915, Hourly Wage .. | 1,089 1,006 1,008 1,003 1,182 946 1,030

31st Dec , | Weekly Wage .o 1,128 1,067 1,095 1,071 1,182 1,034 1,100
1916 [J Howrly Wage .. | 1,027 | Lo74 | 1,007 | 1076 | 1,206 | 1le11 | 1105

FEMALE WOREERS.

30th April, | Weeskly Wape .. 984 1,006 939 835 1,373 50 1,000
1914, Hously Woge .. 020 1,021 976 881 1,386 020 1,000
31st Dec., Weekly Wage .. 087 1,022 200 885 1,373 950 1,008
1914, Hourly Wage .. 983 1,035 933 881 1,264 920 1,004
3Let Dece., | | Weekly Wage .. | 1,007 090 990 001 1,276 1,031 1,005
1915, Hourly Wage .. | 1,002 1,005 a76 298 1,357 1,011 1,000
315t Do, Weekly Waga .. ! 1,050 1,047 1,004 215 1,429 1,041 1,047
1918 Hourly Wage .. | 1,044 1,063 901 alg 1,451 1,027 1,048

* For details as to previous publications see foptnote to table on poge 423.



