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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication is one of a series containing results
from the 1986 Census of Population and Housing for each
State, Territory, and Australia. It presents a series of
detailed census counts of persons and dwellings cross-
classified by various social, demographic and housing
characteristics for the Australian Capital Territory based
on place of enumeration (i.e. the counts are based on
where persons were located on census night, 30 June
1986).

2. Census counts on place of enumeration basis (C) are
different from census counts on place of usual residence
basis (U), and the estimated resident population (ERP)
figures released by the ABS. A brief description of the
two bases of enumeration and the ERP is given in para-
graphs 9-11, More details can be found in The 1986
Census Dictionary (2174.0). All census table numbers
are prefixed as appropriate with the letter ‘C’ or ‘U’. All
of the tables in this publication are in the ‘C’ category.

3.  Printed census publications contain broad summaries
only, and represent a very small amount of the total cen-
sus data released. More detailed cross tabulations for the
large geographic levels (e.g. States or statistical regions),
and somewhat less detailed tabulations for small areas
(e.g. collection districts or postcodes) are available on
microfiche, magnetic tape and floppy disk. For further in-
formation see Census 86 - Data Release Plans (2173.0).

4. The tables in this publication are divided under six
major themes of ‘birthplace’, ‘usual residence’, ‘income’,
‘labour force’, ‘demography and social’, and ‘housing’.
The major theme of each table determines the section in
which data on particular characteristics appear. For ex-
ample, the table on birthplace by age appears in the
birthplace section and not the demography and social sec-
tion. However, tables classified to the major themes
(sections) in this way may be cross-tabulated with a vari-
able constituting a primary theme for some other section.
In such cases, a cross-reference to the secondary variable
is made in the appropriate section in the list of contents.

5. Further details on individual topics and classifica-
tions can be obtained from the relevant information papers
(see paragraph 21).

6. To avoid the inadvertent identification of any person
or dwelling, the tables in this publication have been sub-
jected to random adjustments. The random adjustments
are insignificant in relative terms for large counts, how-
ever, it is invalid to attach statistical significance to cells
containing very small counts (i.e. zero to three). For
more information see the term INTRODUCED RANDOM
ERROR in The 1986 Census Dictionary (2174.0)

Scope and coverage

7. The 1986 Census of Population and Housing aimed
at counting every person who spent census night, 30 June
1986, in Australia, including persons on vessels in or be-
tween Australian ports, or on board long-distance trains,
buses or aircraft. All private dwellings were counted,
whether occupied or unoccupied. Occupied non-private
dwellings, such as hospitals, prisons, hotels etc. were also
included. People were counted where they were on cen-
sus night, which may not have been where they usually
lived. Place of usual residence was asked of each person,
and answers, where they differed from enumeration ad-
dress, were coded to statistical local area (SLA) level.
Census counts based on place of usual residence will be
available in other output products. Visitors to Australia
were enumerated regardless of how long ago they had ar-
rived or how long they planned to stay. Australian
residents out of the country on census night were ¢x-
cluded from the count.

8. Diplomatic personnel and their familics are out of
the scope of the census, as are diplomatic residences.

Definitions

Census Count — Place of Enumeration (C)

9. Persons were counted where they were actually lo-
cated on census night. Overseas visitors were included
and Australians overseas were excluded. No adjustment
is made for census underenumeration.

Census Count — Place of Usual Residence (U)

10. Persons were counted according to their stated place
of usual residence (i.e. their answer to question 6 - see
Appendix A). Overseas visitors and Australians overseas
were excluded. No adjustment is made for census under-
enumeration.

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

11. These estimates are formed by adding estimatcs of
Australians overseas, and of the census undercount, to the
census count at place of usual residence. The ERP at cen-
sus date is updated between population censuses. ERP
statistics are not included in this publication.

Section of State

12. Within a State or Territory, each section of State rep-
resents an aggregation of non-contiguous geographic arcas
with particular urban or rural characteristics. The sections
of State within each State and Territory are the following:

® Major Urban — all urban centres with a population
of 100,000 and over;

¢ QOther Urban — all urban centres with a population
of 1,000 to 99,999 and known holiday resorts of
less population if they contain 250 or more dwell-



ings, of which at least 100 are occupied on census
night;

* Locality — all population cluster§ of 200 to 999
persons;

® Rural Balance — the rural remainder of the
State/Territory; and

® Off-shore and Migratory — persons enumerated on
census night on off-shore oil rigs, drilling platforms
and the like, on board vessels in and between
Australian ports, or on board long-distance trains,
buses or aircraft. There is one such category for
each State and the Northern Territory. The
Australian Capital Territory has no migratory
population.

Dwellings

13. For the 1986 Census, dwellings are classified into
four basic groups: occupied private dwellings; occupied
caravans etc. in caravan parks; unoccupied private dwell-
ings; and non-private dwellings.

(a) An occupied private dwelling is defined as the
premises occupied by a household (see paragraph
15) on census night (except households occupying
caravans etc. in caravan parks — see (b)). A
private dwelling is normally a house, flat, part of
a house or even a room, but can also be a house
above shops or offices, a boat, a tent, houseboat,
or caravan if standing on its own block of land
and not occupied by members of the same
household resident in an adjacent dwelling. Be-
cause a structure may contain more than one
household, the number of dwellings (households)
counted in the census can be greater than the total
number of structures in any given area.

(b) For the 1986 Census, an occupied caravan etc. in
a caravan park is treated as a separate household.
This category also includes occupied boats in
marinas. In previous censuses, caravans etc, in
caravan parks were considered to be parts of a
non-private dwelling (the caravan park) and as
such no family relationship data were collected for
them. This change in classification will affect the
comparison between the family and non-private
dwelling data with previous censuses.

() An unoccupied private dwelling is a structure built
specifically for private living purposes and capable
of being lived in, but unoccupied at the time of the
census. Vacant houses, holiday homes, huts,
cabins (other than seasonal workers® quarters) and
houseboats are counted as unoccupied dwellings;
but vacant tents, garages and caravans if not on a
separate block (and if not normally occupied) are
not. Only private dwellings can be classified as
unoccupied. Unoccupied dwellings include:

dwellings which are vacant for demolition or
repair; dwellings to let; and dwellings where all
members of the houschold were absent on census
night.

(d) Non-private dwellings (NPDs) are dwellings with
accommodation not in the dwelling categories
listed above, and are classified according to their
function. These dwellings include schools, hotels,
motels, guest houses, boarding houses, gaols,
religious and charitable institutions, hospitals,
nursing homes, defence establishments and other
communal dwellings. Usually, occupants of such
dwellings use communal facilities (such as hotel
dining-rooms or mess halls) attached to the par-
ticular establishment. Self-contained units
provided by commercial enterprises such as hotels,
motels, homes for the elderly, or guest houses are
treated as part of a non-private dwelling, not as
separate dwellings. Campers out on census night
are also included in the NPD count.

Household

14. For census purposes, a household is either a person
living alone, or a group of people living together as a
single domestic unit with common eating arrangements. It
is possible for more than one household to live in one
house or structure. For example, a lodger who lives with
a family and provides all his own food is not a member
of the family’s household but constitutes a separate
household and, therefore, completes a separate houschold
form. The premises occupied by households are classificd
as either occupied private dwellings or as caravans elc. in
a caravan park.

Campers out

15. Persons who spent census night in the open in cars,
caravans or trucks pulled up at the side of the road for
that night only, or persons in other temporary camps or
accommodation erected for that night only, are classificd
as campers out. Such persons are included in the popula-
tion of the statistical local area in which they were
enumerated.

Data quality

16. Statistical collections such as the census are subject
to a number of sources of error. While some errors (such
as dcliberate misreporting) defy detection and correction
procedures, the effect of such errors in overall census
results is generally insignificant. Information on data
quality is also available.

Main sources of error in the census are :

(a) Underenumeration. Despite efforts to obtain full
coverage of persons and dwellings (other than
those associated with overseas diplomatic mis-
sions), some undercounting still occurs. A
measure of the extent of underenumeration is ob-
tained from a small survey of housecholds



undertaken very shortly after the census. Under-
enumeration of persons in the 1986 Census was
estimated to be 1.9 per cent for Australia as a
whole and 1.9 per cent for the ACT (on a place of
enumeration basis).

(b) Partial response. In those instances where the
householder omitted to provide a response to a
question, a ‘not stated’ code was allocated; with
the exception of non-response to age, sex, marital
status, and SLA of usual residence. These vari-
ables were imputed using other information on the
census form, and specially constructcd random
tables. In addition, variables such as
Aboriginality and birthplace were imputed where
the appropriate response was clear from other in-
formation on the census form.

(c) Respondent error. Computer editing procedures
are used to detect obvious errors made by in-
dividuals in completing the form (for example, a
six year old male who was marmried). However,
these procedures cannot detect all such errors and
some remain in final output.

(d) Processing error. Errors created during the
processing of the census are kept at an acceptable
level by means of a quality control system which
involves sample checking at different stages of the
coding and keying operations, and taking correc-
tive action where necessary.

(e) Introduced random adjustments. Adjustments are
made to table cells to allow the maximum of
detailed census data to be released, while protect-
ing the confidentiality of information about
individual persons. The adjustments made are
very small and the general value of the data is not
impaired. However, no reliance should be placed
on cells with counts of three or less.

For further information on sources of error, refer
to the appropriate entries in The 1986 Census Dic-
tionary (2174.0).
Symbols and other usages
— nil or adjusted to zero
ne.i. not elsewhere included

ne.c. not elsewhere classified

n.f.d. not further defined

Further information

17. Further information about 1986 Census statistics is
available from the nearcst ABS office (see Appendix B
for addresses and telephone numbers). The information
paper Census 86 — Data Release Plans (2173.0)

describes standard output products released from the 1986
Census. Details of tabulations are contained in the
Catalogue of 1986 Census Tables (2175.0). Users may
also request customised census output from the ABS. For
more details see the information paper Census 86 — Spe-
cial Data Services (2181.0).

Census 86 publications

18. Statistical publications (standard series) available
from the 1986 Census of Population and Housing are:

Census 86 — Age and Sex of Persons in Statistical Local
Areas and Statistical Divisions (2454.0-2461.0) (A scrics
of separatc publications for each State and Territory)

Census 86 — Persons and Dwellings in Legal Local
Government Areas, Statistical Local Areas and Urban
Centresi/(Rural) Localities (2462.0-2468.0) (A serics of
separate publications for each State and the Northern Ter-
ritory)

Census 86 — Persons and Dwellings in Statistical Local
Areas : Australian Capital Territory (2469.0)

Census 86 — Profile of Legal Local Government Areas -
Usual Residents Counts (2470.0-2476.0) (A scrics of
separate publications for each State and the Northern Ter-
ritory)

Census 86 — Profile of Satistical Local Areas - Usual
Residents Counts : Australian Capital Territory (24717.0)

Census 86 — Profile of Statistical Local Areas - Usual
Residents Counts : Brisbane Statistical Division (2478.0)

Census 86 — Summary Characteristics of Persons and
Dwellings (2479.0-2489.0) (A series of separate publica-
tions for each State, Territory, Australia and the external
Territories of Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Christmas Is-
land)

Cenus 86 — Cross—classified Characteristics of Persons
and Dwellings (2490-2498.0) (A series of scparate publi-
cations for each State, Territory and Australia)

Census 86 — Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders :
Australia, States and Territories (2499.0)

Census 86 — Children in New South Wales (2201.1)

Census 86 — Birthplace and Ethnicity, New South Wales
(2203.1)

Census 86 — The Aged in New South Wales (2501.1)
Census 86 — Aged Persons in Victoria (2501.2)
Census 86 — Families, Victoria (2502.2)

Census 86 — Migrants, Victoria (2503.2)



Census 86 — Families and Households, Queensland
(2502.3)

Census 86 — Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders,
Queensland (2510.3)

Census 86 — Aboriginals in South Australia (2201.4)
Census 86 — Adelaide, A Social Atlas (2202.4)

Census 86 — Overseas Born and Other Ethnic Popula-
tion, Western Australia (2201.5)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Hobart Sub-
urbs (2201.6)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Launceston
Suburbs (2202.6)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Burnie-Devon-
port Suburbs (2203.6)

Census 86 — Characteristics of the Population and
Dwellings in Local Government Areas, Tasmania
(2401.6)

Census 86 — Darwin, A Social Atlas (2501.7)

19. In addition, a series of census reports providing in-
formation on, and analysis of, the census results is
planned (some publications are already available):
Census 86 — Australia in Brief (2501.0)

Census 86 — Australia in Profile (2502.0)

Census 86 — The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People (2503.0)

Census 86 — Population Growth and Distribution in
Australia (2504.0)

Census 86 — Multicultural Australia (2505.0)

Census 86 — Australian Families and Households
(2506.0)

Census 86 — Rural Australia (2507.0)

Census 86 — Ageing Australia (2508.0)

Census 86 — Australia’s Caravan Park Dwellers (2509.0)
Census 86 — Religion in Australia (2510.0)

Census 86 — Australia’s One Parent Families (2511.0)
Census 86 — Housing in Australia (2512.0)

Census 86 — Australians at Work (2513.0)

Census 86 — Fertility in Australia (2514.0)

20. The ABS has produced, for the first time, census
data in formats suitable for use with microcomputers.
Details of census data available on floppy disk and CD-
ROM are contained in Census 8 — Census Data for
Microcomputers (2180.0).

21. The following general information papers have becn
published:

The Census Information Directory

The 1986 Census Dictionary (2174.0)

Catalogue of 1986 Census Tables (2175.0)

Census 86 — How Australia Takes a Census (2176.0)
Census 86 — Census Products Price List (2177.0)
Census 86 — Understanding Family Data (2178.0)
Census 86 — Collection District Master File (2179.0)
Census 86 — Census Data for Microcomputers (2180.0)
Census 86 — Special Data Services (2181.0)

Census 86 — Australian Standard Classification of Oc-
cupations/Classification and Classified List of
Occupations : Link (2182.0)

Census 86 — Maps (2183.0)

Census 86 — Sample Files on Magnetic Tape (2184.0)
Census 86 — Microfiche (2185.0) '

Census 86 — Standard Tables on Magnetic Tape
(2186.0)

Census 86 — Australian Standard Geographical Clas-
sification : Geographic Code List (2188.0)

Census 86 — Revised Data on Attendance at Educational
Institutions (2612.0)

22. A scries of information papers on data quality is
planned for release:

Census 8 — Data Quality : Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Counts (2602.0)

Census 86 — Data Quality : Ancestry (2603.0)
Census 86 — Data Quality : Families (2604.0)
Census 86 — Data Quality : Education (2605.0)

Census 86 — Data Quality : Undercount (2607.0)



Related ABS publications

23. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). The
ABS also issues on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publications
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications Ad-
vice are available from any ABS office.

Electronic services

VIATEL. Key *656# for selected current economic,
social and demographic statistics.

AUSTTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series are
available on this ABS on-line service
through CSIRONET.

For further information phone the
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062) 52 6017.

TELESTATS. This service provides foreign trade statis-
tics tailored to users’ requirements.

Further information is available on (062)
52 5404.

Floppy disk service
Other selected ABS statistics are available
on floppy disk. Further information is
available on (062) 52 6884.
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DoYou Have Plans For These People?

Now, the demographic, financial and lifestyle information from the 1986 Census is
available on floppy disk.

Data on age, sex, income, birthplace, family type, employment, dwelling type, rental
and mortgage payments and more are all available over a wide range of geographical areas
including postcodes, local government areas and urban centres. The whole spectrum of
summary tables for a wide range of geographic levels are compiled as standard disk issues.
We can also tailor disks to meet your specific individual needs and requirements.

You'll be able to identify and manipulate vital planning statistics 1o your needs at the
press of a button. All you need is an IBM compatible PC.

More detailed information on this new planning tool can be obtained by filling in the
coupon below and sending it to the ABS Bookshop, Australian Bureau of Statistics, PO Box
10, BELCONNEN. ACT 2616 or by contacting the ABS Office in your capital city.

ACT (062) 52 5245; NSW (02) 268 4634; VIC (03) 615 7865; QLD (07) 222 6356;
WA (09) 32 3513; SA (08) 237 7417; TAS (002) 20 5835; NT (089) 81 5222.

Please send me a free :
copy of Census 86 — .
Census Data for Australlan
Microcomputers Bureau of
(Catalogue 2180.0) Statisti cs

NAME oot
POSIHON ..ot
Organisation ...........cccoooiioiin e
AAIEsS oo
............................................... Postcode ...................
Telephone ..., Fax ..o

P .




If you can't afford to use a
research company, buy your own.

To make accurate business decisions, you need the
right information.

Imagine you are the manager of a chain of boutiques
selling up-market ladies' clothes. You have to decide
where to locate new shops. Wouldn't you like to know
where you'd find the largest concentration of women
eaming over $32,000 a year?

Or, you could be a manufacturer wanting to know
the market penetration of his products. Or a retailer
wishing to establish a typical profile of his customers.

In the past you had two options. Consult aresearch
company, or take a guess.

The first option could costyouan ammand aleg. The
second option has always been free, but could end up
costing you more than the first if you guess wrong.

Now there is a third option, CDATA86.

Using the latest technology, the Australian Bureau -

of Statistics has recorded all the information from
the last two censuses, on a single compact disk.

Where Australians work. Where they live. What
they are like. Their ages. Incomes. Occupations. And
a lot, lot more.

All of it accessible in a way that you can manipulate
quicklyand easily. You could get answers to questions,
like the ones we asked above, in a matter of minutes.

You can even enter information from CDATA86
onto your own spreadsheets. Or add your own
computer data into the CDATA86 program.

And it's yours to keep, for a fraction of the fee
you'd pay to use a research company for a one off
project.

To find out more call the

Australian Bureau of Statistics “¥y)
forafreedemonstration. .
You'll discover that Australlan
CDATA86 does virtually | Bureau of
everything, except interview ks
cveryLng. ! Statistics

Contact our consultants now.

ACT - (062) 52 5405 NSW - (02) 268 4634 VIC - (03) 615 7865 QLD - (07) 222 6298
WA - (09) 323 5140 SA ~ (08) 237 7577 TAS - (002) 20 5814 NT -~ (089) 81 5222

ABS 33 265 59
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