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COWONWEAJI'H BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA :

To be trested aa strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be publighed, hroadcae‘h or cabled
before MIDNIGHT on WEDNESDAY, 29TH JULY, 1959.

NTERIM RETAIL PRICE IHDE'X - JUNE QUARTER: 252

Variations in retail prices as measured by the Interim Rotail Price index

tate capital cities of Australia are shown hersin.

‘8.8, 117

Thig Interim Retail Price Index; instituted in Maroch, 1954 with pogt~war

weights and components, is: published quarterly and is deséribed in "Labour Report "

No. 45 (1957).

3.

the movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index.
potatoss and onions is shown heérein in comparison with that calculated in ‘ho customary:

manner,
4.

Seasonal fluctuations in prices of potatoes and onlcus materially affoot

An A1l Groups Index which excludes

in enalysis for each capital city of the approximate effect of price

uovements of potatoss end onions is shown hercunder and slmilar information for the
woighted average of the six capital oities can be derived from Table 3 on page 4.

—

Interim Index Toints (Base for each ciby 1 Yoar 195253 = 100)

1920

Emlu d- Crnulative Brolud- Cumalative ' Exclude Cumulative.

i Moveuent - Movement ) . ¥ovensnt .
ing due %o Aggre-| ing due to Aggre-} ing dus to Aggre-

Period | Potatoos " ‘gate | Fotatoes| . - gate [ Bstatoes gate

Potatoes , Potatoes | Potatoss

and and vAll, and and Al § and and | All

e | it | || o |om |t | e o
(a) 1 {a) L. (a)
SYDNEY  MELBOURNE = BRISBASE

1955~ Sept.| 104.1 + 0.5 |104.6 [ 105.1| +0.7 [105.8 ] 104.6 | + 1.0 | 105.6
Dec, | 104.8 + 0.6 [105.4 ) 107.3{ + 1.0 {108.3] 105.4| + 0.6 | 106.0
. 1956< Mareh | 105.3 + 0.9 [106.,2 ) 109.4 + 1.0 | 110.4 | 105.8 + 1.5 | 107.3
June | 107.0 + 1.5 |108.5.% 111.6 + 1.7 [113.3 ) 107.7F + 1.8 }109.5
Sept.| 111.2 + 2.8 ) 114.0 | 112.3 ] + 3.4 [115.7 [ 108.7 + 3.2 | 111.9
Dec. | 1126 + 1.2 [113.891 113.14 + 2.4 |[115.5 | 109.5 + 1.7 | 111.2
1957- Maroh | 113.7 eo P37 ] 11307 0.4 [11400 ] 110,91 +0.5 | 111.4
June | 114.5 + 0.2 | 114.7 ] 114.8 +0.5 {115.3 f 112.0 | + 0.4 | 112.4
Sept. | 115.2 - 0.2 | 115.0 ] 115.3 + 0.2 [115.5 | 112.3 + 0.2 [ 112.5
‘Poo. | 115.2 - 0.4 |114.8F 115.2] + 0.1 [115.3 ] 113.6 - 0.2 [113.4
1948~ March | 146.7 - 0.3 [116.4 8 115.5 co [ 115.5 1 114.8 [+ 0.1 | 114.9
June | 116.8 - 0.4 | 116.4F 1161 - 0.1 [116.0) 117.3 as | 117.3
Sept.| 116.6 - 0.4 (116,21 116.8 - 0.1 (116, 7F 117.9| + 0.1 | 118.0
Dec. | 117.1 ~ 0.2 [116.9F 119.2 +0.2 [ 119.4 4 119.8 + 0.2 |120,0
1959~ March| 117.3 Cee [ 117.3 ] 119,98 + 0.4 [ 120.3 | 120,71 4 0.4 [ 1291
- June | 117.9 - 0.1 [117.8] 121.0) +0.3 [121.3 1 121.4] + 0.1 121.5

. ADELAIDE v PERTH HOBART
1955 Sept.| 105.4 + 0.6 | 106.0] 110.8] + 0.3 [111.1] 107.7] + 0.5 | 108,2
Dec, | 105.4 + 1.0 [ 106.4] 111.5] + 0.1 |111.6 | 108.6 | + 1.0 | 109.6
1956~ Maroh [ 106,1 + 0.7 {106.8F 113.14 es 11301 111,91 4+ 1.1 | 113.0
June | 108.4 | + 1.3 [ 109.7§ 115.0 +0.2 {115.21 114.1 + 1.0 | 115,14
gept.| 108.6 + 3.0 [111.6 ] 116.1 +0.3 [116.6 | 115,41 + 1.9 | 118.3
Deo, | 108.7 + 2.2 [ 11090 117.2 + 0.4 [117.6 | 117.7] "+ 1.7 | 1194
1957~ Yareh | 109.7 ee | 109.7] 118,47 +0.3 |198.7f 18.51 + 0.4 | 118.9
» Jm 111.0 + Goa ) 11’.3 1‘909 + 003 '2002 11902 + Oo4 "9.6
Sept. | 112.2 ee [112.2] $19.8{ 4+ 0.3 [120.1 ] 119.0] - 0.2 | 118.8
Dec, | 111.8 - Q0.1 [111.,7 ] 118.9 + 0.2 | 119,14 119.4 | =~ 0.3 | 119.9
1958 March| t12.1 ae {112.1] 119.4 vo 1194 [ 13907 oo 111927
June. | 114.2 - 0.2 | 114.0} 120.7 v 120,71 1206 | - 0.3 | 420.3
ISQPto 11504 - 0.2 » 115 2 121-2 } e 121'2 121-3 - 004 : 120-9
Dea. | #9549 + 0.1 | 1160} 121.0 + 0.1 [ 121,10 % 122.8| =03 | 122.5
1959~ Maroh | 116.6 + 0.2 [ 116.8) 121.6 1 +0:1 [121.7| 123.0| + 0.4 | 123.4
~June | 117.6 = 0.t | 117.5 1 122.7 + 0,2 | 122,90 123.4] + 0.1 | 123.5
’ sag Cunulative from base period.
Denotes inoreass, (~) decreass.
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5. Comparatlve average Tetall prices of potatoes for the uix capital citles !
are shown hereunderi-
AVBRAGE RETATL PRICES OF POTATOES

Ponce por 7 1lba.

, , o Wolghted
Period Sydney | ¥elbourne| Brisbane| Adelalde| Perth] Hobart| Averssy of
Six Cpitals
June Quarter, 1953 42 | 3 32 28 30 36 35
" 1954 33 | 27 42 26 32 28 32
" " 1955 42 31 59 1 31 311 45 | 38
" " 1956 8¢ 82 64 | 61 79
" oo 1957 50 47 31 36 43 52 4.
September " " 40 37 28 43 34 - 37
December W 33 7T~ 30 26 38,] 31 33
March " 1958 37 33 a0 28 35 43 35
June " " 35 29 32 22 35 32 EY]
September " " 34 28 39 23 35| 28 34
December " u 40 37 41 34 38 35 38
March " 1959 46 47 49 38 39| 53 45
June " " 49 40 38 28 ary 43 39
Month of June, 1959 37 36 33 28 | 41 42 3%
6. The observations in these Statistical Bulletins are made, as is oustomary,

to asalst public understanding of the trends in retsil prices within the deﬁnition of
the respective indexes.

7. Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
purposes decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (if any) ie
relevant to their purposes and how 1% shall be aprlisd, The Statistician's function is
to supply indexes and information thereon as required by those suthorities. The
Statisticlar expresses no view as to the merits or demerite of the use of price indexes
in this connexion. . )

8. Group and aggregate Interim Retall Price Index Numbers are shown bolowi-
TABLE 1 : INTERIM RETATL TRICE IEDEX - GROUP INDEXES

Welghted Average of Six Capital Cities
(Base 1 Year i952-53 = 100) (a)

Clothing '
Period Food and Reat g::; :ffrgs::;a
_| Drapery -

Yeer ended June - A B A B
1955 104.8 104.6 102.4 109.6 101.4 103.7 103,.6
1956 108.1 110.6 103.3 115.5 106 .4 107.0 108,0
1957 112.4 115.8 105.8 122.5 117.8 113.0 114.3
1956 114.0 113.7 109.2 128.4 120,2 115.7 115.6
1959 115.8 115.9 | 110.4 136.5 123.9 118.4 118.5

Juarter - , ol f
1957 1 June 113.3 114.2 107.9 124.6 119.3 | 114.5 114.8 -

September 113.7 113.8 108.4 126.1 119.9 115.1 15,9
1358 1 March 114.6 114.4 105.3 128.2 120.2 115.9 115,8
Twme 114.9 114.4 110.2 132.2 120.4 | t16.7 116.5
September - 114.7 114.2 110.3 134.2 121.4 1171 116.9
December 115.1 115.1 110.5 136.0 124.5 118.3 118.3
1959  March 116 .1 116.7 | 110.3 137.4 124.7 118.8 119.,0
June 117.4 17, é 110.7 38,6 125.2 119.7 119.7

(a) Figaree appearing after the deoimal point in the tables herein posaees n*tlo !
significance for genaral etatintioal pwrposes. They arec inserted to avoid the
minor distortions that would ocour in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole number.

Indexes in columne "A" excltds, and thoee in o@lume «B* {nclude, potatoos .
and onions. See paregraphes 3 and 4 on page. 1 of this Bullmttn.

3.

9. The mext table shows aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Bumbera for eaeﬁ
of the six State capital citles individually in comparison with the weighted average
index for the six State capitals combined.
TABLE 2 s+ INTERIM RETAIL PRICE IRDEX )
. FPOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPAHA'I‘ELY AND COL'.'BIEED
(Baae ©of Index for Each City snd for Six Capital Cities ¢ Yoar 1952-53 = 100) {a)

a

Bix
Perd.od ‘Bydney Molbourne| Bricbane| Adelaide| Perth | Hobart Capital
: i . L Cities {(b)
. Aggregate - All Groups (o)

" Year ended June — . ‘ - »
1951 74.6 T5.2 |  T6.4 74.7| 745 | 134 74.9
1952 91.7 91.0 92.7 | 90.9 90,7 89.9 91.4
1953 - 1.100,0{ 100.0 100.0 $00.0 | 100.0 100,0 100.0
1954 02,2 102.4 103.0 102.0 | 103.9 106 .6 102.5
1955 10341 10247 104.0 | 103.6 | 109.6 105 .6 103.6
1956 106.1{ 109.5 107.1 | 107.2 | 192.7 | 111.5 | 108.0
1957 114.1 115.1 11,7 110.9 | 118.3 119.1 114.3
1958 115.7 | 115.6 114.5 | 112.5 § 119.8 | 119.5 115.6
1959 : 117.0] 119.4 120.2 116.4 | 121.7 122.6 118.5

Quarter - : .
1957 s Jume 114,71 115.3 112.4 111.3 | 120.2 119.6 114.8
. September 115.0 [ 115.5 112.5 112,2 | 120,19 118.8 115.1
lecember 114.8 115.3 113.4 111.7 | 119.1 119.1 114.9
1958 : ¥arch 116 .4 115.5 194.9 112.1 | 119.4 119.7 115.8
June 116,41 116,0 117.3 114.0 | 120.7 | 120.3 116.5
Sevtember 116,21 116.7 118.0 115.2 | 121.2 120.9 | 116.9
Dacember 116.9 |v 119.4 120.0 116,0 | 121.9 122.5 198.3
1959 1 March 117,31 120.3 | 12101 116.8 | 121.7 123.4 119.0
June: 191.8 1 121.3 121.5 | 117.5 | 122.9 123.5 |  119.7

~ All Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Omions {c)

Year ended June ~ ‘
1956 : 105.3 10804

105.9 106.3 | 112.6 110.6 107:0

1957 , 113.0 | .113.9 110.3 109.5 | 117.9 | 118.0 | 113.0

19’:}8 116.0 11545 11405 112:6 1’9.7 11907 11507

98 117.2 1183 119.9 116.4 | 121.6 | 122.6 118.4
Quarter - )

1957 1 Jume 114.5 114.8 |. 112.0 111.0 | 119.9 119.2 114.5
Soptember 15.2 ] 115.3 112.3 112.2 | 119.8 119.0 115.19
December $15.2 115.2 113.6 111.8 | 118.9 119.4 115.1

1959 ¢+ March 16,7 115.5 114.8 112.1 | 119.4 119.7 115.9

- June 116,81 116.1 117.3 114.2 | 120.7 120.6 116.7
Sep'?.einber 1‘6‘6 116.8 1’709 11504 12152 121.3 117.1
December M.t - 119.2 119.8 115.9 | 121.0 | 122.8 | 118.3

1959 ¢+ March 117.3 119.9 120.7 116.6 | 121.6 123.0 148.8

June 117.9 121.0 121.4 117.6 | 122.7 123.4 119.7

Ta) Figuroa appearing after the deoimal point in the tables herein poseess little
sigiificance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the minor
dietortions that would ocour in rounding off the figures to the noarest whole number.
(b) Weighted average. (o) Sea paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of thig Bulletin.

10. - The above indexes measure price movements for each city individually and
the difference in degree of prioce movemsnt in respsctive cities over ile periods shown.
But they do not provide a comparieon of sbpolute retail price levele in any oity with
the rotail price levels of any other oity,

11. The Interim Retall Price Index was firast pubtlished and deeoribed in 5.8.265
on 24th March, 1954. It has been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1958-59 and for
each quarter from 3eptember quarter, 15352, The list of items covered by the index is
reprosentative of a high proportion 9f expenditure of wage earner houssholds. The
group weights and the itenm wights of the Interim Index relate troadly to the
consumption pattermn of 1950-53, Those of the "C“ Series Index relate to the pro-war
pattern.

12, The ligt of items in the Interim Indox is mare oompnhonsivo than that of
the "C" Seriee Index and soms of the principal food weights and group weights differ
sutstantially frcm those used in the "C" Series Index. A comparieon of group weighte
snd of the list of 41tems in the res otivo indexes ie shm on pages 9 - 12 of the

annusl "Labour Beport® Fo. 45 (1957).
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13, At times appreciable dleparities appear in the movement of the respective
indexes for individual cities from quarter to quarter. The Interim Index, being
based on recent welghts and an extended list of items, is the moré reprementative
measure of quarterly retail prioce variations.

14. The following table shows the Interim Indsx for the six capltal olties
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 106) in comparison with "G Series Index
numbers converted srithmetioally to the same base year. In view of the fluctuations
in prices of potatoes and onions (see page 1 of this Bulletin) this table shows index
numbera for both series including and excluding those two commodities.

YABLE 3 : COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS XN RETAIL PRICES (Bage 1 Yoar 1952-53 » 100

Pertod Six Capital Cities (Welghted Average)
"C" Series-Index | Interim Index
' ' A B
Year endad June - 1953 100,0 - 100.0 100.0
1954 102.8 102.2 102.5
1955 103.7 . 103.7 103.6
A B
1956 107.5 108.8 107.0 108.0
1957 112.2 114. 1 113.0 114.3
1958 114.7 114.3 15,7 115.6
1959 117.5 117.2 118.4 118.5
Quartar - 1955: March 103.9 103.8 103.8
June 105.0 ‘ 104.5 104.7
A )

September 105.9 106 ,6 1051 105.7
Decenber 106.7 107.7 106.3 107.0
1956 + March 107.8 109.0 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 111.8 109.4 110.8
September 111.4 115.6 111.5 114.4
Decenber 111.7 114.2 112.5 114.2
1957: March ' 112.6 112.8 113.5 143.7
June 113.5 113.8 114.5 114.8
September 114.0 113.8 1151 115.1
December 114.0 113.5 115.1 114.9
1958: March 115.0 144.7 115.9 115.8
September 1'6-3 115'7 117-1 ) 11609
Decembsr 117.3 117.0 118.3 118.3
1959: Marech 117.7 117.8 118.8 149.0
June 118.6 118.4 119.7 119.7

(a) Ses note to Table 1 herein.

Indexes in cclumme "A" excluda, and those in columms "B" inolude, the
offects of price changes of potatoes and onione., See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of
this Bulletin.

15. The rental component used in theme retail price indeies has been ocontinusd
on the basls described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report™ No., 41 (1952). Analysis
of data of the Census of 1954 and recent surveys showe that in all cities, the nuzbers
of houses privately rented have diminished substantially and that .onts of the residual
houses (alone) are no longer sufficlently representative am the housing component of
the retail price indexes, The housing component 18 under consideration.

This documont is published by the Commonwealth Statisiician and contains
statistics or abatracts thereof compilsd and tabulated by the Commenwealth Statistician |
pursuant to the Census snd Statistice Aot 1905-1949. .

3.R. CARVER

COMMONWEALTR STATISTICIAK
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS ARD STATISTICS o

CANEERRA, A.C.T. 8YH JULY, 1




