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CHAPTER 1—PRICES.
Section 1.—Wholesale Prices.

1. General.—The information given in this chapter refers to Melbourne
wholesale prices. An index of Sydney wholesale prices is compiled by the
Government Statistician, and published in the Year-Book of New South Waleas,

The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by study
of the list of commodities included given on page 11. It is principally
an index of the prices of raw material and food and is therefore in its scope
fairly comparable with the “ Economist” and * Statist” index-numbers
of Great Britain. On the other hand, it is very different in scope from the
wholesale price index-numbers of the "United States {Burean of Labour) ot
of Canada {(Department of Labour).

It follows that the Melbourne index has not much significance as a
general measure of prices or as a criterion of purchasing power. Its use is
rather to indicate changes in the price of the basic materials which, whether
ag raw materials or as food or as a source of power, enter into preduction
for home consumption, The commodities are, therefore, weighted (see page
11), in proportion to Australian consumption. As Australia does not to any
extent turn 1mported raw material into manwfactured exports, consumption
alone appears to give the most appropriate weighting The wholesale
price index is, therefore, at one end of a scale, and the retail price index at
the other. The difference between them indicates, not the spread between
wholesale and retail prices, but rather the combined costs of manufacture
and distribution. Thisis the general idea underlying the Australian wholesale
price index, thongh it has not been consistently followed out.

The index-number of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in
1912, and has been continued on the same lines for nearly twenty years.
‘It was resolved at the Brisbane Conference of Statisticians in 1930 that the
time kad come to revise and extend it in harmony with changed conditions,
An investigation to that end is now in progress and it is hoped that it will
be possible to publish a full report on the question, with any revision of
results that may be found necessaty, in the Labour Report for 1932,

2. Commodities in Groups,—The commodities are divided into eight
groups, as set out on page 11. The descriptions of the groups are given
below with “ weights™, showing approximately the proportional cost of the
consumption of each group in the middle of 1931,  These weights may be
used to combine any group index-numbers with fair accuracy at the present
time, but would give unsatisfactory results if used for a time when prices
were much different relatively, as in 1929,

Groups of Commodities.

Number. Description. Appro¥imate Weight
1. “ Metals and Coal e 40
II. “ Cotton, Wool ”*, also )ute lea.ther &e. .. 30
111 “ Agrlcult.uml pl‘ocluca » . 50
1V. “ Dairy produce . - . 22
V. “ Groceries ' .. .. . . 45
VI “ Meat o 25
VII. * Building materials » (most-ly tlmbar] . 18
VIII. ** Chemicals ** {excluding fertilizers) - 2

It will be noticed that the chemicals group is almost negligible,

The index is predominantly of basic materials, hut some elements of
Australian manufacturing costs enter into all groups. The element is small
in Meat (VL}), Agricultural produce (IIL), and Cotton, Wool (II), and rather
greater in the others; but the difierence is not sufficient to justify any
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inference as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods
and farm products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities
included are too small for inference of this kind from any possible grouping.
Many of the commodities included are affected by the tariff. Cotton,
Wool (IL), Agricultural produce (IIL) and Meat (VI ), are little affected,
and Dairy Produce (IV.} not greatly, bat in the other groups the tariff is &
dominating influence,

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities insinded, Units of Measarement, and
 Masg-Units.”*

Gommodity. | Brand. | Usit. l Mast Commodtty, | Brand, ‘ Upt, | Ha
arour I anovr V.,
fron— Currants = .e Ib. 1,400
. Blg .. | Mxd, Noa; ton et Ralsine .. { Bultahos " 1,400
Rod and Bar | Stafford " 8 Herrings . | Ldb.fresh| doz. 1-1b. b0
Angle end Tos " " 3t tine
Plate . " " 8 Salmon o | 110, tall - 50
Hoop vl " . L Alasks
Galvonlzed .. | 26 gauge " 5 Sardines .+ | Halves doz. halveal 100
Thned Pintes .. | LG, Coke box ] Coffen .. | Plantatlon| 1 200
¥enoing Wire .. | No. 8 ., ton & Cocos .. |McEenzin's - o
Eino, sheet . . " ] Bugar | Ho.lA ton 21
ahm e " 1| Macaroml ., . 1b. 200
E: .. v Sugo . . owk, 7
Coiper, shest .. Ib, 20004 || Rice - .. ton ]
wicksllver “ " 12 Salt .. .+ | Australlan " 7
&l .. Newcastls, | '] o0 fine
o0 wharf e Balt ., oo | Rock .. " 3
Mustard «+ | Colemon’s d”t:i 1+Mb, L]
ne
Groor M. Btarch - | cotemuns| 1. 100
: N 110 '
gg‘r?!?aac?s . d?, 250 Blue .. | Keeu's " 50
Wooipacks saoh 200 Maiches vo | Australian;  groms 20
Leather-— Candles Ra%agtgg b 1,600
Chromo Box . . 80 Tobaco o T . 1300
"ket Ies.
Bou%h Tsnned b, 800 Tea .. . o . 3,000
gole I .eat.'het— “ 800 Kerosens vs . gaflon 1,700
ctory
Sides
Cotton o | Raw “ 25,000 anour VI,
Wool .a | Greney - 12,200 -
Twine Rooper , 150 Bael .. | Average 100 1b. 300
and quallty
Minder Mution . - Ib, 22,008
Tallow Mutton ton 13 i} Veal .. " " %.000
& e ” - &3
Fork = . " 8,700
Groor IIL
Whoat .. bushel 500 Gprorr VII
Flour .. .. ton 48
Bran . . " 14 Timber— Flooring—!
Yolinrd ‘e " 14 4xl 100 14 llo 30
Qais . Miting bushel 1,200 8 x " S
Oatmeal ++ | Colonlad tan 1} 4x " 30
Hatlay . | English busiel 150 ax . b ]
v | Caps .. " 100 Weather- . pit ]
Males . . " 1,009 boarda
Hay Dest Mngr.| ton 135 8 Oregon 1,000 ft 0
Chal? Prime .. " o135 P,
Biraw «o | Vietorlan " 5 Shelving " 10
. . bushel &6 Celnent +. | Portland eashk ]
Potntoes . . _ton 10 Whits Lend .. .. ton s
alt ., ¥iotorlan | buoshel 140 Blates .. | Weleh 1000
Qnlons . ton 8 20 x 10
Groor 1V,
Groor VIIL
Ham - 1Y 800
Bacon .. . 3,200 Cream of Tartar | In kegn b, 400
Chessa . .. s 1,600 Coarhonats  of ‘e ton ]
putier Best Tresh " 0,500 da
Lard . Bulk .. ” 200 Saltpotrs .. | Refloed -
REZE . Ordlnary dos. 1,800 Bulphur . . "
‘Hooey . . 1b. [ r] Caustlo S8odsa ., . ewt.
Beawax . " @ Alom .. | Lump .. ton
Condenced Mk~ | Boechus doz, 1b 180 Cyanlile of Po- - b, 50
Marah tassiuin
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbera have been computed for each
group of commodities, aa well as for all groups combined. These index-
numbers are shown in the following table :—

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1861 to August 1831, Oomputed with
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000).

| IT. I, 1V, V. VI VII. VI, [AH Come
YL Metals | Cotton, | Agriowl- | Dalry | Groosr- . Bullding | Ohemi- | modities
and Waool, |tural Pro-| Producs.] fes. Meat. |Materlals,| eats, Foombined.
Cool. | Lonther.| duce, &e.
1641 s 1,438 1,881 1,688 1,008 1,063 e 1,070 2,030 1,528
1871 1,098 1,267 1,236 864 1,588 s 1044 1,409 1,280
issl . 1,178 1,115 1.012 #35 1,421 .. 1,00 1,687 1,
1801 .. 847 1,024 996 1,032 -1} 7 1,104 -]
1801 s 1,061 e 1,029 1,048 1,846 841 07 274
1 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1 1,000 1 1,000 1,
!gfs Lo21 "go1 1870 | uzes | rlose | 1i3s? 1067 | 1170
1913 1,040 1,070 L] 1034 1,084 1,252 1,128 )
1014 . L3 1,032 1,207 1,137 1,021 1,507 1,051 1,253 I.i;g
1616 . 1,284 1,017 2,192 1,680 1,133 2,435 1,275 1,628
wie .. | 18067 1428) 18| 1485] nseol osie | neotl t7e0| 4
1917 . 2,129 2,008 1,187 1,424 1,543 2,408 1,684 217 1068
1019 .a 2416 2,500 1,444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2,080 §.228 1.0
1019 . 2,126 2,503 1,085 1,951 1,816 2,048 2,851 2,804 A
19240 ‘e 2,208 2,024 2,439 2,200 1,018 2,279 5,224 2,828 24
1w 2,178 1,962 1,787 2,000 1,978 2,168 2,794 2,303 1,903
1922 ‘e 1,042 1,881 1,828 1,648 " 1,787 2,006 1,848 1,768
1424 1.820 2,148 1,778 1,837 1,740 2070 2,025 1,833 1,083
1924 1,835 2418 1.047 1,606 1,721 2, 1,818 ¥ 1,
1020 . 1,852 1,087 1,797 1,634 1,723 2,212 1,711 1,700 [ |
1028 .. 1,038 1,682 2,001 1,784 1,731 1,01 1,885 1916 14032
w7 . 1,042 1,650 1,826 1,823 1,724 2111 1,024 1,868 BT
1088 ‘e 1,618 1,781 1,726 1,751 1,707 2.015 1,744 1,923 1,142
1920 .. 1012 1,666 1,792 1,858 1,690 2,244 1,754 1,042 3
1930 .. , 1,127 1,484 1,627 1,068 2, 1.875 1,982 598
1628— )
Bept, .. 1,917 1,608 1,081 1,544 1,693 2,473 1,758 1,042 358
Oct. . 1,915 1,373 1,871 1,862 1,678 2,305 1,748 1,842
Nov. .. 1,914 1,392 1,077 1,794 1,680 2,009 1,737 1,958 b4
Dec .. 1,014 1,309 1,792 1,784 1,078 2,105 1,860 1,958 760
1080—
Jan. .. 1,914 1,353 1,676 1,725 1,674 2,102 107 1,42 T8
Feb. .. 1,017 1,234 1,624 1,745 1,881 2,062 1,804 1,958 674
b oymr | 1aes 15a7 | 1770 | 1Latel 2115 1,801 1,958 B4T
Aprid .. 1.917 1,207 1,504 1,798 |. 1,875 2,004 1,863 1,058 K
ny . 1,017 1,255 1,695 1,788 1,660 2,111 14145 1,958 583
Juoe .. o5 1,837 1,172 1,600 1,784 1,648 . 1,808 1,063 JBaT
July .. 1.837 1,122 1,569 1,702 1,677 2,217 | 1,887 1,948 544
Aug, .. y 1,086 1, 1,605 1,459 2,518 1.914 1,978 i
Sept. .. 1,824 084 1,384 1,503 1,045 2,105 1,895 1,973 532
0O e 1,812 07 1,530 1,424 1,650 1,785 1,908 2,038 Arg
Nov. .. 1,636 964 1,281 1,348 1,600 1,717 1,911 2,033 437
Dee. .. 1,832 'rl1] 1,102 1,357 1,548 1,604 1,901 2,059 399
1931~ .
Jon. .. 1,500 074 1,162 1,424 1,811 1,680 <1925 2,050
Feb, .. 1,863 1,008 1,105 1,402 1,841 1,455 1.992 2,161 W43
March .. 1,305 1,170 1,086 1,522 1414 1,471 1,996 2,161 49
ﬁ‘;"“ ey | Lass ) 1a73 1,08k | 1,458 | L7800 14T 1,996 2177 M7
¥ .. 1,825 1,147 1,041 1,438 1,785 1,454 2,038 2177 .
Juna .. 1,823 1,050 1,003 1,433 1,780 1,527 2,038 2,179 A6
Jaly .. 1,823 1,049 1,005 1,862 1,782 1,571 2,112 2,170 426
Aug. .. 1,810 914 1,087 1,336 ’1,761) 1,588 2001 2,178 1,389
13

%o‘m‘—‘l‘ho figurea glven in this table are compatable In the vertical columms, but are not directly
com bte hortzontally. The index-nigmbera are reveraible. Monthiy lodex-numbers are shown abova
from Beptember, 1029 the peak Agure, and the highest hly index b ded ainee J. ¥, 1528,

{&} The Index-ounobers for Group I1, apd Group V. wore atijusbeﬂ ot the he ing of the year 1931,
in view of the (act that the prices of two items were hased on import values without full allowancs balog
made tor the mmovement in exchange, .
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4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels.—The following table gives
the ihdex-numbers for the four quarters of 1930 and the first and second
quarters of 1931:—

Malbourne Wholesala Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers for 1830 and the First
and Second Quarters, 1931, (Base—I1811 == 1,000}

Index Numbers.

lgg‘or
Gren =
P modliled. J:;L Ag;il JE:Y 03“ J::. A]tngll

Mareh, | Jupe, | Sept, | Dec., | March, | Jupe,
1030. | 1930. | 1930 1930, ] 1981.| 1931

1. Metals and Conl . 14 1017 | 1,800 | 1,833 | 1,826 | 1,875 | 1,844

1, Cotton, Wool, Leather, cte, .. 10 | 1,257 | ve11 ) 1,004 | o77 | 10818 1123
111, Agricaltural Produce .. . 16 | 10612 | 1507 | 1,487 | 1.241 | 1118 | 1,089
IV, Dairy Produce . . - . 9 | 1747 | Va0 | vwos | 1,280 | 10470 | 10443
V. Groceries . - .- 21 | 1676 | 1671 | Lget | 1.855 | 1,822 1l7as
VI, Meat . .. AU 5 | 20123 | 2070 | 2218 { 1680 | 1,538 } 1497
VIL, Building Materlals . i, 10 | 1801 | 180G ] 1,290 | 1,907 | Lo71 | 20024
viIl. Chemlesls .. . . ¥ | 1052 | Lol | 1,971 | 2042 { 2127 | 2178
All Groupa {a} .. . 92 | 1,880 i 1,067 \ 1,509 | 1,438 | 1,453 ' 1,457

7 ' {6} Welghted average. (5 Vide footnote on pravious page,

5. Variations since Outbreak ot War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1930, and
for each month from January, 1930, to August, 1931, are shown in the
following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before tho outbreak of war,
as base {=:1,000) for each group :—-

Melboarne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbers July 1814, Years 1815 o 1630, and Monthly
January 1930, to Aungust 1931, (Base—July, 1014 = 1,000).

st | ¢ CO”O Anli Dﬁ’. ¥. VI Bv'i"l‘}f VIII, i

etals -ton . fri- I lding) - Al
Petlod. ond Wool, |ewltural | I'to- [Qrocerfes| Meat. | Mater- c'c';f:" Groupe

Coal. | Leather, |Produce.] duce, fals, .
July, 1614 . 1,000 1,860 1,000 000 1,060 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Year 1616 .. | 17166 o34 | 2ie24 {™'e72 | 1098 | 1502 | risa | 10490 | 1lece
. 1018, 1,589 1,307 1,130 1,235 1 '1,286 1,651 1,361 1.718 1,318
T 7T B 1018 | s | Tosat 1asr| 1302] 1430 | L2 | 14| 1,458
» 1818 . 2,197 2924 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,086 1,005
. 1010 . 1,930 { 2,169 | 1858 1,373 1489 § 1,448 | 2602 | 2827 | 1,801
W H20 200 2430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2544 2,784 2,178
o 1921 1.97¢ | 1.280 1,653 1,663 | 1,018 1,381 2,495 | 2246 1 1,088
w102z 1,763 1,643 1,623 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1 1,917 | 1,841
- 1923, 1,858 1,672 1,604 1527 1,693 1,500 1,848 1,685 1,704
w 1024 1667 | 2220 | L5401 1,378 | L6683 | 1,091 L6560 | 17811 1,053
5 1025 1,682 1,808 1,881 1,360 1,870 1,364 1,562 1,748 1,617
» 1020 1,760 1,453 1,873 1,488 1,877 1.1 1,519 1,771 808
o 1827 1,782 1,515 L709 1,618 1,871 1,302 1,482 1,320 1,508
. 1029 1,787 1,685 1,661 1,456 1,454 1,242 158G 1.87¢ 1.671
» 1020 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,438 1,348 1,601 1,306 1,681
Dg 1930 . 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,358 1,614 1,249 1,712 1,833 1,860
1950—

January 1,740 1,242 1,649 1,434 1,623 1,852 1,640 1.804 1,506
Februsry 1,741 1,288 1,520 1,461 1,629 1,271 1,647 1, 1,467
1,741 1,088 | 1430 2472 | 1,022 | 1,304 | 1,644 1,000 | 1,444
April 1,741 1,108 1,492 1,495 1,624 1,236 1,700 1,909 1,487
¥ 1,741 1,152 1,495 1,487 1,618 1,302 1,748 1,008 1,475
Jupe 1,669 1,070 1,498 1,483 1,618 1,203 1,743 1,920 1,482
July 1,660 1,081 1,468 1,415 1,825 1,367 1,722 1,020 1,441
Auguat . 609 wr | 14111 1336 | 1,807 1.4 1,747 | 1,925 1,420
Beptember 657 804 1,295 1,249 1,587 1,208 1,730 1,025 1,348
Qctober 1,646 915 1,245 1,183 1,600 1,101 1,742 1,932 1,297
November 1,667 B85 1,152 1,119 1,614 1,059 1,744 i, 1,260

December 1,664 Bol ) 3,111 1,507 1,735 2,008 .

1051 —

g’l . 1,717 895 1,087 1,184 1,755 1,042 1,767 2,008 1,276
February w7 | 1008) 1035 ] L240| 1,985 897 | 1,818 | 21081 1270
.- 1,697 1,074 SO 1,206 1,768 #T 1,822 2,108 1,274
Apeil . 1,712 1,077 1,012 1,209 1,733 eo7 1,522 2,123 1.268
y . 1,867 1,053 N 1,195 1,730 821 B 2,128 1,262
June 1,656 1,023 1,191 1,726 042 1, 2,120 1,249

July . 1,856 9 1,026 1,132 1,727 069 1,928 2,126 1,25
.. 1,644 239 1,027 1,111 1,718 276 1,908 2,128 1,287
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6. Beasonal Fluctuations,.—In order to show the seasonsl fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for ezch quarter
of the year 1930. These are given in the following table, first, computed
. with the year 1911 as base, and sccondly, with the average prices for the year
1930 as base. Corresponding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groceries and cost of homsing) have been included for
comparative purposes,

Molhourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Indox-Numbers, 1930.

Jan. A IR Faly Oct,
to o to Whols

tn Y.
March. | June. Bept. Trot. ¢ar.

Particulars,

Wholegale Price Index-numbers with 1911 as bage

}Jna 1,000) . " . . . 1,680 1,667 1,599 1,453 1,596
Wholesate Price Index-Numbers ,with averape for

1830 a8 base {= 1,000) .. s e e 1,052 1,044 1,002 901 1,000
Retail Price (Food, Grocerles and Cost of Houslng)

Index-Numbers with average for 1¢11 aa hasc

(= 1,00 . .s o . N
Retal! Price {Food, Qrocerles, nnd Cost of Homnsing)
Index-Numbers with averasge for 1950 a8 hbage
(= 1,000 . .- ‘e o . 1,086 | 1,030 997 036 | 1,000

The results evidence a greater variation in wholesale prices than in retail
prices, but in both instances the indez-numbers show that the prices moved
uniformly in a downward direction.

7, Prices, 1929 and 1930.—In Section 1, Appendix, ‘details are given
of the average wholesale prices of the particular brands of commodities used in
computing the index numbera in the years 1929 and 1930. Corresponding
information for previous yeats as far back as 1871 was given in the
Appendixes to previous Reporta, B

$ 2. Retail Prices.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retail price
index-numbers have been described in previous issues of this Report, For
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix
to Labour Report No. 9. A simple discussion of the retail price index for
food and rent, and of its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion
with wage adjustment, is given in Appendix VIIL. to this Report.

2. The Compesite Unit.—The constitution of the * composite unit*’
is shown hercunder. The * mass-units” represent the proportionate
consumption by the Australian community of the articles included.

Retail Pricss.—Composite Tnit.

1,738 1,723 1,867 1,665 1,672

Commodity ot I Unit of “ Mass Commodity or | Unlt of “ Mass
Bearvice. Quontlty., | Unlt*” Service, Quantity, | Unjt*
Grovr 1.—OROOBKIBS {JROLUDING BREAD). Grovr IL—--Muar.
1.. Bread s .s 2 Ib. loaf Ll 26. Deef, sitloln ‘e 1b, 67.
2, Tlour, ordinary .. | 251b, bag 115~ || 27, Beef, 1lb .. . " 82
3. Tes . . Ib. so* || 28, Deef, dlank . " 12,
4. Collen ., e " 2, 29. Heef, ahin . - 14
B. Bugat .. e M 400, 30. Deet, stoslk, tump .. - 24
¢. Rios ‘e ‘e " &0, 41. Beef, stesk, shoulder - 53
7. Bago . e " 8 82. Deef, plaak, atewin - 53
8. Jam . . " 73, || 83. Boof, corned roun - 3
9, Oatmeal .. e " 45, 84. PBeef, brieket, with
10, Raldos .. - .. 144 bone ., . - 11
11, Currants .. .. - 4 B5. Beef, brisket, without
18. Starch . i " 1 bohe .. ‘e " 32
13. Blas .. . b doz age. ) 80, Muotton, leg .y “ 92"
14, Candles . . 1b. 18 87. Mutton, shoulder .. " 42
15. Boap . . B & 88, Mutton, koin .. .- 3
18. Polatooes ., . 14Vos, ¢4 || so. Mutton, neck .. " M
17. Onloas . .. 1h, &8 11 40, Mutton, chops, loin " 02
18. K ‘e gullon 17y 41, Muiton, chops, 1sg. . - 15
&2, Mutton, chops, neck " 31
Gaovr 1I.—Datey Propoord. ¢3. Pork, '°f . ‘e " .
io. aiix .. 1 wuan 560 || &5, Bory oy . - o
20, Butter .. e b, 957 | (8. Pork, chops i " 4
21. %hem . .. o {g ) hd — =
. . OIel .
$5. Doton, middle .. o, 1 Gaove 1V.—Bousing,
#4. Bacon, shoulder _, " 16 47. Houm Acvommeda-
5. Ham .. e o B tlon .- .- weell 48} -
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The mass-units (or “ weights ”) in the above table are the estimated
consumption (in millions) of Australia in the years 1906-10. Objection is
sometimes taken against uzing these old figures for Australian consumption
in view of the changing habits of the people. It is true that the present .
consumption per head of some foods differs considerably from that in 1906-10,
and for other items more accurate information is now available. But in

neral, when practically o1l prices have moved strongly in the same

irection, considerable changes in the mass-units malke little difference to
‘the index-numbers, because the same mass-units, whatever they may be,
must of course be used for both the base period and the period in question.
The matter has been tested by using mass-units based on thelatest estimates
for Australian consumption, with the result that the index remains practically
unaltered. There is no difficulty then in substituting the new * weights ”
for the old. This will be done as soon as the new estimates of consumption
have been finally checked, because a divergent movement of prices in the
future might introduce appreciable errors if the old “ weights” were
retained,

3. Collection of Data.—The retail prices of the commodities included in
the * composite unit” are collected from representative retail establish.
ments in each of the five principal towns in each State (30 towns in all).
The registers of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government
Statisticians of each State. The prices of food are obtained monthly from
about ten tradespeople in each town in respect to the various items in the
regimen, The tradespeople and. agents who supply the information are
carefully selected to ensure accurate and representative figures for the
district as a whole. It may here be pointed out that every care is exercised
in the collection and computation of the price data. Returns are queried
and referred for verification when there is any reason to doubt the accuracy
of the information aupplied. The meovement in wholesale prices of the
commodities is scrutinized as a check on information indicating marked
increases or decreases in retail prices.

Some natural misunderstanding has occurred over the use of the word
““ predominant ' in describing the grade of goods for which prices were
quoted. When retailers first made a return of prices, they were asked to
quote for the grade most in demand-—the “ predominant’ price—and the
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on ascount of a change
in the demand, To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very
emphatically by Bir George Knibba in the Appendix to the Labour Report,
1918.

The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in
fact been kept constant. Any appreciable change would be detected in the
tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for explanation or
amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall in real wages and real
incomes of all kinds, there has been a possibility of considerable changes
in the predominant grade for some commodities. Retailers have therefore
been requested to take special care not to change the grade or quality quoted
for, and the word “ predominant ” has been dropped, as liable to give rise
to misunderstanding. A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain
tha$ there has been no appreciable change of grade in the foods for which
prices are recorded. 3

A return of reets is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or morse
house-agents in each capital city for houses classified according to the
number of rooms both for brick and wooden houses, The return is the
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average rent paid for all occupied houses that conform to a certain standard,
excluding houses with special advantages or disadvantages. Old-fashioned,
inconvenient houses and houses out of repait or poorly sitnated are not
taken into account. Information on-gimilar lines is collected quarterly in
each of the country towns included in the investigation.

. 4. Change of Base Period.—Attention is directed to the base period
to which the index-numbers in the following tables are computed. In
previous issues of the Labour Report the tabulations of retail prices of food
and groceries and cost of housing (four,and five rooms) prier to and including
the year 1929 were computed to the weighted average cost in the six capital
cities in 1911 = 1,000, while the total household expenditure tabulations,
{i.e., food and grocerics, rent of four and five rooms, clothing and miscellaneous
1tems) were computed to the weighted average cost in the six capital cities
i November, 1914 = 1,000, The desirability of computing retail price
indexes on a post-war period was considered by a Conference of Statisticians
and it was resolved that the average of the five-yearly period—1923--1937—
be adopted as base for retail price indexes as from 1st of January, 1930,
consequently the index-numbers in- the following tables, with thie exeeption
of those given in the table showing relative costin the 200 towns of Australis,
have been re-computed to the new base.

The computation of the series of retail price index- numbers (food, groceries,
and rent—all houses) used by the Commeonwealth Court 6f Conciliation and
Arhitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of wages has been
continued on the original base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six
capital cities in 1911 = 1,000. These index-numbers are published in
Appendix VII. to this Report

5. Retsil -Prices—Capital = Cities, 1807 to 1930 —Index-numbers,
computed separately for each group of commeodities and services included
in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all groups together,
for the capital city of each BState are shown in the next table. The
index-numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base,
can be converted to the old basc 1911 by multiplying by 1000 and dividing
by the index-number for 1911,

Retail Prices Index-Nomberg—Capital Cities, 1807 10 1930,

The Index-nunsefe siven: ) the separate oups of the table eannot be compared with cach othier in
order to ahow the relative cost of {say} houvsing, and food and groceries, eloee the welghted average cost
for tho elx citles taken together durlng the fivesyearly pericd 19231027 ks ench group or combinatlon is
made eqarl to 1,000,

Town. | 1007, l 191, I 1914, l 1921, | 1626, | 1987, | 1928, | 1029, I 1980,

Grovup §.—GROCHRIED.

8ydney . . 610 | 674 | 62y | 1115 ) 1398 1,055 e8| 1306 o052
¥ AT S . 4611 5211 562 | 1,070 | 1008 | 'eaz| 8903 | ‘eso| 258
Brisbape . . 647 | 814 | 607 | 1105 ] 1001 | es0| o053 | 1081 | 877
Adeinide . - 510 | 541 | 598 | Lo76l 1028 [ e70 | sos| o7z | Bas
Perth . o 672 | 720l 628 | 1i03] vosa| vso| 961 | Lo1a| o0
Hobart . . - 801 j 666 | 604 | 1,087 | 1m0 | 65| 27| 1025 | ei7
Welghted Aversge (@} .. 499 ] 664 | o9 | 1,008 | 1000 | oest esol nosr| se0

B8ydney e .- 551 574 850 1,030' 1,045 | 1,074 | 1,067 | 1,080 084

elbourns . PP I 4 ) 567 435 | 1,087 902 | 1,014 | 982 | 1003 928
Rtisbane e . 405 581 5885 883 975 078 g 071 B9%
Adelalde . . 545 851 705 | L0148 990 | 1,018 082 | 1007 908
Parth . . 709 733 785 | 1,152 | 1,083 | 1,088 | 1,083 | 1,067 983
Hobars . .- 13 587 695 | 1,081 @77 983 063 593 921

Wetghted Average (@) .. | 668 | '59F | 654 | 1,072 1,004} 1,034 | 1,006 | 1,038 | ous
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities, 1907 fo 1930—continued.

TowH. 190?.‘ lﬂll‘| 1914‘| 1921.] 1026‘| 1017, | 1088, | 1929, | 1930.

GROUF ITI—MERaT.

Bydaey ‘e . 519 501 idit:} $60 813 857 [ 1,035 | L0468 [ 1,034
olboutne . . 657 485 665 | 1,080 967 969 081 ¢ 1,020 001
Brisbane .- '’ 635 488 810 807 879 &40 882 823 741
Adelaide . e 553 541 784 | 1,005 ! 1,128 { 1,141 | 1,142 | 1,232 | 1,107
Perth - . 789 A4 831 | 1,10% ! 1,081 [ 1,065 | 1,218 4 1,220 | 1,023
Hobart e . 868 638 T80 | 1,244 | 1,040 | 1,084 | 1,032 | 1,066 [ 1,039

Weightad Average (o) .. 508 522 691 | 1,010 a7 280 | 1,029 | 1,061 | 1,001

aroves 1., II, and ITL. COMBINED.—F0O0D snd GROCERIES.

Bydoey . - 623 i G646 | 1062 ) 1044 ) 1,002 | 1021 F 1,000 084
Melbourne . e 617 623 010 | 1,083 992 b6 842 | 1,004 9na
Btlsbape . ‘e 680 ) 608 [ 1,014 ¢ 1,000 B it 835 851 B4
Adelatde . e 532 570 o701 1,060 § 1,046 | 1,080 31 1,055 937
Porth . . 870 753 728 | 1,116 | 1,043 | 1,004 | 1,053 | 1,084 il
Hobary . . 585 692 678 | 1,133 | 1,045 | 1,000 864 | 1,026 952

Welghted Average {a) .. 583 559 640 | "1,064 | 1,023 | 1,000 085 | 1,044 113

Grove IV —HoosiNG (WRIGATED AVHRAGE 4 4ND § RooOMS),

Brdoey - | 898 ] von| weo( 980 | wnurz | 2,000 [ 1043 | aie2 | waey
elbonrne . | ass 1 seo| ezs | se0f 1937 [ 1046 | 1jos7 [ 1004 1om1
Brisbane .. | ess | 3| 486 | 30| BiS| B3 : 830 ) sii| 77
Adetaide .. | 6w | Foo |, 655 | soo| 27| o4z | 1oe2| ved | e
Porth . | e8| s2e™ oso | 7ie| mea| 2| Toury ess | o7
Hobars . o 408 | 4523 ois]| ss1| 0By 98| 30| ok @14
Wolghted Average (o3 .. [ 497 | 62 | 62| se2| 1,000 [ 1,030 | 1,066 | 1,073 | 1,007

ALL GrOUPS COMPINRD.—FOOD, GROORBIES, ARD HOD3INQ,

Srdney s . 548 808 487 1,088 | 1,070 | 1,060 | 1,064 | 1,115 [ 1,050
Melbourns . . 406 539 o146 977 | 1,008 990G 003 | 1,030 jio]
Brisbane . . 442 500 554 B77 034 002 001 912 819
Adelaide N . 524 618 471 975 | 1,003 990 | L0033 b 1,030 920
Perth .. .. BO4 47 679 932 992 35 | 1,083 | 1,038 helils]
Hobars . . 503 544 621 | 1,044 | 1027 088 956 092 039
Woeighted Aversge (a) .. 520 578 648 902 | 1,024 | 1,001 | 1,014 | 1,054 o7s

{a) Forall capital ciifes.
6, Change of RBasie for Rent Constituent—The preceding table

takes into account houses of four and five rooms only in respect of rent. .

Uy i1l the end of 1924, the tent of “all houses” was the basis of the index.
The “ all-houses ™ index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration
Court, (Appendix VIL). Therc is no appreciable difference in the movement
of the rent index for any town, whether ** 21l houses ”* or only four and five-
roomed houses are taken into account. There is, however, a substantial
difference in the index-number itself, because the base is the average for the
six capitals, and the copitals vary considerably from onc another in the
proportion of four and five-roomedd houses to total houses,

7. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1926 to 1931.—The following tablea give
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of foed and groceries
{46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
housing.

—4
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Betail Prices Index-Nomrbars 30 Towns, 1928 to 1831 : Weichted Aversge of Bix
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1827, &3 Base {s)} (= 1,000.

N.B.W.-=INDEX-NUMBER3,

VICTORIA.—INDEX-N UMEERS,

.| o= . . ,
5 = E o t - : . 5 Py
A . (-]
géﬁééggdgﬁéﬁﬁa%
L = ]
Bl 2 B| & | B |825 21 2 3 & |£8 |28
Foop AND GrOCERIRS-—40 COMMODITIES
10206 L. PL044 | 1035 § 1,284 | 1,025 | 1002 | 1,044 02 11,013 | 1,008 BAS 2121 ] 003
1087 L. 11082 ] 1,025 [ 1,206 | 1,030 s | 1,038 0D 089 000 5 048 o370
18 o 11021 11,017 | 1,206 | 1,085 089 | 1,026 7 42 it44] a0 53 ] 044
1929 oo (1000 | 1,061 § 1,286 ) 1,004 | 1,048 | 1,002 1,004 | 1,020 | 1,041 | 1,010 090§ 1,006
14930 984 974 | 1,182 il 988 913 652 958 B 96
1030 1st Qtr. 1,0?:0 1,016 | 1,235 | 1,038 | 1,00t | 1,025 41 D83 D83 (151 1 045
nd ,, 101131 1,227 | 1,007 993 | 1,016 b3g 036 07 pab 056 M2
Srd ,, 77 11467 003 057 081 017 V55 60 L1 021 20
4th 023 008 | 1,100 H00 003 p20 854 880 280 LN 836 asT
1031 1st Qbr. 800 808 11,043 Bva 881 |4 803 |, 836 254 #83 A0 242 536
ond 888 887 | 1,041 267 873 Bl To3 514 a2z ML) 707 T893
Ed.
January 1,024 1,022 11,250 | 1,080 { 1,010 | 1,030 948 LN 805 o4 062 951,
Februsry 1,017 | 1,015 | 1,281 | 1,039 999 | 1,022 040 984 P81 030 o4 3
March Lo fLO1E | 1,012 | 1,233 | 1,005 08 | 1,024 30 085 oa7 21 057 bt 211
April 1,017 | 1,008 1,231 ] 1,021 009 | 1,022 041 0905 Ha 037 069 P48
May ve | 0002 ] 1,004 | 1,227 00 oos | 1,016 40 085 097 0 o954 4
June . 11,008 i} 1,224 bop 085 | 1,000 938 970 08 P31 B0l $37
July " 003 980 | 1,200 a8 o971 A b3l 67 985 o217 it 33
Auguat . 089 060 | 1,153 75 084 001 1] 083 a0 014 024 25
September . 851 030 | 1,117 2o 037 LYY B00 v37 52 802 a2 02
Oetober . 930 023 L 1,008 07 025 034 BT0 a3 o418 £R5 BL7 874
November .. 8931 08 11,110 BOG Aga 933 B850 a7 862 855 881 a5
December .. 019 895 | 1,111 Boa Wz 21 843 859 8656 B40 250 845
1931.
Jeanuary .. 8156 2903 11,094 820 208 018 Bb2 860 BTl g22 A54 852
February 8307 003 | 1,052 B74 881 201 835 855 803 803 a1t 835
March e 887 800 | 1,045 a7t B75 8ol 819 a38 a54 704 £23 520
Aprit va a0g B03 | 1,048 B31 834 600 B0G 826 830 ™ T4 207
ay . 883 803 | 1,045 Biin B9 ang 7 Bld B20 769 BOD 704
June .. 885 870 | 1,029 856 843 BR7 781 800 518 ] 700 B3
Housisa—(WEIHTED AVERAGE 4 AND & ROOMEY.
1980 . 11,117 11,030 473 | 1,085 29t | 1,007 1,037 G625 730 01 740 | 1,008
1927 o 1,100 | 1,082 463 | 1,138 8g4 1,003 | 1,048 43t TER 097 703 | 1,016
1928 1,145 | 1,080 702 | 1,183 885 | 1,125 | 1,087 675 793 0] B31 {1,053
1020 1,162 | 1,082 701 | 1,240 A80 | 1,142 S04 T4 217 P41 &40 | 1,060
1930 1,097 | LO4 727 | 1,181 978 | 117 1011 696 750 883 865 982
19030 1at Qir. | 1,245 1,008 T28 11,221 | 1,049 11,215 | 1,048 L3t r 89 LIRS eG4 | 1,017
2nd ,, [L1.213 | 1,000 725 | 1,230 pae | 1,185 | 1,040 715 Ta3 032 866 | 1,010
Sed ,, | 1,176 [ 1,038 725 | 1,188 a8 | 1,151 1,005 {07 740 2485 5gg [ry:]
4th . 1,182 | 1,021 725 | 1,091 ua0 | 1,128 050 080 727 a4 Bo8 026
1981 18t Qtr. | 1,107 ot 718 | 1,028 450 | 1,084 905 639 G689 840 834 Bag
2od 1,057 924 730 75 038 | 1,036 275 010 64 823 R16 BS54
Foon, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING.
1920 1,050 [ 1,036 [ 1,009 | 1,046 063 | 1,064 | 1,008 876 809 i} 294 7
1927 1,000 {1,038 (1,023 | 1,008 050 | 1,066 HO0 B2 018 o768 BOd oRa
1928 1,084 1,048 11,027 { 1,087 252 | 1,061 993 age 004 942 294 #83
1020 11,115 [ 1,008 | 1,078 | 1,148 9ay | 1,110 | 1,036 014 DGz 0245 LTt 1,026
1930 A58 998 | 1,02¢ |1, 969 | 1,052 948 861 884 900 909 940
1930 1st Qir. | 1,100 | 1,034 1,057 1,103 | 1,008 | 1,093 u7a 883 10 »3l 7 B70
Znd ,, 1,08% | 1,020 | 1,050 | 1,086 480 | 1,078 074 it al4 23 25 B0 -
Sed L, 1,048 52 | 1,004 | 1,041 96L | 1.041 48 A4 BB3 Bu3 LY 40
dth ., 007 948 7L o3 230 |1, i 200 B2 851 870 a8l
1931 1st Qtr. 073 924 948 29 11 967 B60 778 801 820G ik B3
ol ot 000 030 500G 500 943 20 744 i) = BO4 Blé

{¢} See axplanatory note ot centre of page 15.
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Refail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns, 1926 to 1931 : Woeighted Average of Sir
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period, 1923-1827, as Base (2) (= 1,000)—continved,

QUERNSLAND—INDBX-NUMEBERS, . 800TH AUSTERALIA—INDEX-NUMBERE,

L
g
=
o .

[ 8%

Foop AND GLOCBRIES {46 COMMODITIES).

Warwlek.
Teighted
Averape,
Queensland,
Adslalda.
Muponta, and
Wallaroo,
Port Pirle.
Mt. Gambler|
J‘l;"e!ghtcd

verage,
B,

PBrisbane.
| Tooweomba.
Kadina,

1528 « 1,000 | 000 1,045 | 1,135 | 1,004 | L,00& | 1,045 [ LO77 | 1,036 | 1,024 | 1,100 | 1,049
1927 e 040 | * 922 | 1,006 | 1,130 | 0091 051 | 1,080 | L,071 | 1,071 | 1,005 | 1,102 | 1,088
1928 .- 935 ¢ 591 | 070 | 1,087 | 8301 010 003 | L0569 | L,048 | 997 | 1,110 | 999
1929 . 951 | 029 11,011 11,102 | ¢71 | 961 11,055 |1,137 | 1,111 }1,084 | 1,166 | 1,081
1930 .| 844 | BAB| 912 | 966 | BYT | 855 937 924 834

1930 1o Qtr. | 895 | B30 075 | 1,036 | 023 [ 000 005 | 1,086 | 1,072 | 982 §1,093 } 1,002
2nd 860 | B65 | 026 | 1,004 | B9% ) 872 033 990
8d o, 833 | 637 | 801 | 026G | BI0 | &d4d | 013 |1,023 | 998 #18 | L,043 | D022
4th ,, 784 | TFO4 | B47 | BOD ] 817 | 795 | 853 851 939 | 862 950 | 843

1931 1st Qbr. | 790 603 | 870 | OLG | 813 | 810 | &35 030 | 010 | Tt . 012 B42
2nd ,, 78B 1 Y66 | S48 | 916 | BOE | 707 Bl0 | 556 | 868 | TVL ; 8B4 814

1930,

Janpary .. @14 | 011 | 089G |1,000 ¢ 943 | 927 | 1,006 | 1,089 §1,08% | 1,000 | 1,108 | 1,018
February .. @06 | 888 | 976 1,023 925 | 015 000 ] 1,084 | 1,080 | OF1 | 1085 | 097
March . 73| 863 | 054 1,025 ™3| 886 090 | 1,085 ;1,087 | 446 | 1,000 | 997
i}&rﬂ s 800 | 873 | 937 L0251 D03 | 881 288 | 1,086 | 1,076 | 047 | 1,008 ; 1,005

¥ s a7 | =63 | @27 jL010] 001 | &T1 089 1,085 | 1085 | 033 | 1,088 1 096
June e 853 | 655 | 96| o8| BO3 | 864 H62 | 1,060 | 1,006 | 925 | 1,080 | 971
Tuly [ B47 | Ba9| oav | 963 | EBBO | 858 | 037 |Lo0S6 | 1,084 | 924 | 1060 | 048
Angust .. 837 | 840 004 | 923 | 874 | B47 | 914 [1,020 | 006 | ©21 11045 | 923
September .. | 816 | 221 | 831 ] 003 ) 856 | 826 | 230 | 1,007 | 073 908 | 1,024 | £98
Cetober .. a0l | &o¢ | Ado | o02 | A4r | sz | a¥7 095G 954 | B70 | 1,006 | 383
Noverober .. TIT| 793 | 841 | 898 | 81| 729 249 {47 837 | 857 D28 | 857
December ., 774 | 81| B34 | 893 | 706 ) 785 838 1 948 | @27 | &40 910 2%

1931,
Japnary .. 795 1 7o4 | 8581 002 ) 706 | 804 | 546 040 032 | 820 | @17 B54
Febroary .. | 806 ] 814 | 377 920 | 819 | 817 | 820 931 016 § TEL 914 | 837
March . 706§ BO2 | 876 025 825 | 808§ 820 | 911 881 | w2 ¢08 | Bl
April . 71 7R3 | Bo4 | 920 | BOD | 807 1 B4 903 | 8v8 1 T7Te | BOY | B2g%
May . 787§ 768 | B4G | @14 | BIO) 706 212 | 885 | 58S 775 1 B3% | 817
June .. 780 | 746 | 834 ] 914 | TOZ ] TBY 706 | 370 867 78 | 873 | 801
HOUSING {WEIGOTED AVERAGR 4 AND § ERooMs),

1928 .| 86| T | G663 | 568 | T | 785 027 505 § 604 | 520 745 | 684
1927 .| BI2| T43 ) G088 | S04 | 745 | 80% 042 ) 508 0L 511 BO%
1928 | B38| 727 | 653 | o77 | 4¥0 | 805 1,022 | 451 699 | 540 770 | 979
1929 | 841 | Ty Gs3 | vas | o7A | G068 | o8¢ | 443 | e05 581 816 | W5
1930 . 5| V27| 685 | V20| @ 759 atg | 398 713 | 586 8ID

" 730y TO3 | 674 | 694 | 660 | T20 B4l 390 21 686 788 813

1031 1st Qér. | 690 | 622 | 846 | 657 | 600 ) &79 807 335 T0h 530 735 781
20d 630 | 622 | 430 | 657 | 639 477 760 426 684 580 714 740

FooD, GROUERIES aND Housmia.

1926 Lo f B3| 0 ML | 0340 D0L ) 020 11,003 F BT4 | 088 | BB 080 | 984
1027 .o F P02 | 852 808 | 9353 BOD ] 80§ 930 | 871 WO | 836 005 | 989
1928 L] 801 | 833 | A8 | 042 | 841 ] 3592 11,003 | 854 ] 025 | 833 000 | M2
1029 Lo ) D12| 855 | BTT | OF5 | 887 ) 006 |1,030 | 891 063 | 868 | 1,042 | 1,020
1930 .| B19: 804 | 832 | 679 | 803 | B21 929 | 8ID ] 9N 804 | 961 922

1930 lst Qtr. | 874 7 834 | 807 ] 927 | 834 | 871 087 848 940 841 Ho6 #77
2pd , 832 | 821 | £46 1 910 | 218 L 835 o] 837 941 812 001 060
$d 0G| BOD | 825 ; 852 | S00 G 809 912 802 002 800 962 208
ath |, 766 | TG1L| 785 | BET| TEL | 7683 B850 752 | B62 764 iavi 846

1931 1at Qtr. | TG0 | 730 | THr | B24 | 750 | 764 | B25 737 | 336 720 | 849 | 820
2nd ,, 753 | Y15 Y 70| 821 | V45| TH4 | TO2 | V23 | 803 707

(o} Sea note ot centre of page 15,
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ReTain Prices. 19
Retail Prices Indez-Numbers 30 Towna, 1926 to 1081 : Weighted Average of Bix Oapital
Cities during the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, a9 Baze (4} (= 1,000) —continued,
WESTERY AUSTRALIA—INDHX-NUMDHRS, TABMANIA—INDEX-Nyunina, Mm m
i | = . ] o AL "
ol 2 - - L= —
| % s [Bg m g2 3sE| 23 |33
3. 5% . 3 g £ |=2
2] 5% B |334| 2| 8 m g I
& | o = m ¢ x|l 51 & & Bii| ¥o |28
FOOD AND GROOBRIES (48 COMMODITIRS).
1028 oo | 1048 [ 1288 | 1,228 11,122 | 1,124 | 1,064 | 1,045 | 2,001 | 1,002 | 1,05¢ | 1,165 | n.o4s | r.023 | 1,007
1027 .. | 1004 [ 1,148 | 1,008 [ 10100 {1,100 | 15028 | 1,000 | 'es% | 1,017 1,000 | 1,105 [ 1,001 | 1.000 | 1.004
1028 .. | 058 [ 1,173 | 1,002 (1,180 {1,006 [1,000 | 088 | 940 [ 1,008 | ‘078 | 1080 | 067 | 985 | 989
1020 | roed [ 1,267 | 1367 {1178 (1,140 {15108 [1,025 | 095 [ 1,078 [ 1,088 | 1140 [ 1,024 | 1,044 | 1,047
1930 . 961 | 1,033 | 1,041 | 1,070 1 1,065 | 986 952 937 | 1,002 | 938 | 1,060 | 933 | 941 844
1080 1at Qte. §1.018 | 1,167 [ 1,084 (1,128 | 1,105 [1,020 | o8s | o070 | 1025 | o6t [1085| 9as| oso | 086
2od L, {1,011 {1,100 [1,008 (1,527 [ 1,103 11,030 | o082 | o058 |1088 | o681 [1000( o81| 970 | 076
grd ,, { 051 $1,262 [1,047 (1,071 [1,004 | 080 | o054 | 035 |Tooa | 0a0 [To73 | 955 | o35 | odd
ath ,, | 865 (1,080 | o042 | 051 | w40 | 887 | 286 | 880 | o088 | ss2 (1,028 | so1| 877 | 882
1091 1ot Qtr. | 877 11,002 | 913 | 022 | 035 | BO4 64 853 | B70 | 867 | o092 | Bod | 6680 284
2nd 806 | 1,007 ) 803 | 016 | 035 | 8Ba | 1826 | 822'| 6e7 | e27 | o29 [ 820 | 237 | 84l
1950, .
January .. | 1,025 [ 4164 | L,000 | 1,244 | 1,110 |1,0e5 | eos | es1 f1032) oes [1087 | ooa | es7 | ees
Febryary .. |1.011 | 1,168 | 1,080 | 1,125 ) 1,104 | 1,038 084 062 | 1,020 | 067 | 1,084 | @3z | 78 83
March .. 1,015 | 1,149 [1.082 | 1,057 |1,101 | 1,080 | 977 | e¢s8 (1088 | oeez [1oes| 979 | ®7Ta | 980
April .o |1018 1,181 | 1,080 [ 1,182 {1,102 (1,085 | o085 | 059 |1040 | #63 j1o8s| us2 | 076 | edd
¥ . |02z | 1,205 | 1,000 | 1,128 | 1,108 (1,047 | 980 | 060 1,046 [ 062 |1005) eas| 072 | 078
June .o | 008 | 1208 | 1,090 [ 1022 |a104 (1027 | 074 | 956 |08k | 958 100 ord | 9ol | o6
July .o | 985 | 1,180 {1,000 [ 1090 | 1,077 (1013 | 064 | o046 |1,024 | o962 |1,087f o085 | 052 | 058
August .. | 957 1,160 |1,040 (1,081 {1,001 | 086 | 084 | 042 (1018 | 958 [1076 ¢ 963 | 042 | 947
Boptember'.. | 911 (1,128 [ 1,003 | 1,083 [1,055 ] 04k | o932 | 928 | ‘978 | 932 [1086[ 937 | 012 | m8
October .. | 832 (1,082 | 903 | ‘978 }Loo4 | o010 | eod | Aed | 951 | eeo [vo2s ! oon| sso | 895
November .. | 3966 |1,028 | 937 | 945 | 020 s70 | 885 [ 805 | o044 | 888 11,006 890 876 | 550
Deosmber .. | 866 | 984 | 028 | o031 | 914 | 878 ] 870 | 882 | 10 % a0 1026 | 888 | 867 | 8n
1681,
Jaouery .. 8707 998 | 937 ) 622 | e26 | 8av | 875 | o7 | 806 ] ee4 |1,027 | sia | er2 | ns
Fobrusty .. | 870 (1,018 | 014 | 020 | 038 | 890 | &de | 8586 ) and | o768 | 970 | ae7| eco | sed
March -F 882 )1020| se7 | o265 | 948 | 800 | 260 | 837 | 880 ] se0 | o7l | 852 | e40 [ Bsa
wuwu_ .o 870 (1,007 | 880 | 23 | o480 200 | 838 | 820 | 864 | 840 | 056 | s e47 | 861
¥ .. | 889 2008 | e01; ¢12 | o87 | Baz | @33 | 819 | 847 | 820 | o283 | s3zf as6 | B4
June o] 849 | 095 ) 884 | 913 | ¢23 | ecs | 806 | 818 840 | e1x | 004 | s1s| e28 | @88
HoUsING (WRIGHTED AVERAGR 4 AND 5 ROOME).
1624 .| 88| si0| 858§ 07| sor | ase ] ooe | voy | 75t 50| sue ] weop p1r020 | po2
1027 | 922! 41| soa} 713 | 870 87e ] o8 | 787 | 770! 748 | 424 ] 878 [1,030 | oo
1028 941 Sa1| 017 | 671 | 957 | eoa | 939 | 845 | 778 7an | 400 | &7m |1.006 | 1,082
1029 .| 955 643 | o17 | e75 i a3 | ooe | esz | ssL | 7S1) 788 | s20 ) 873 | 1073 | 1,037
1830 .-} 970 | 582 | 903 | 7ez {1,083 | 938 | a)s } eos | 726 | 774 | 567 | 858 |1,047 | 1,008
1080 16t Qtr, f1,001 | 662 | o005 | 788 [1,002 | o4 | 923 | 809 | 7ea | 70| 660 ] 865 | 1,000 |1.058
2nd ,, ) ve3 | 701 o905 | 786 (1,080 | o045 | o012 | 809 | 7o ) 78z | 680 858 | 1,007 | 1082
srd . f vos| 603 oo1 | 77 (1101 | e47 | otx | B0+ | 707 7 778 | 671} 854 | 1,085 | 1008
dth o | e2n| 6o2{ =200 | 780 (1000 | 800 | %11 | 208 | 604 | 781 | 6791 e53 | 094 | ‘eea
1981 1t Qtr. | 024 | 603 70 | 780 (1049 888 | o015} 785 | 7i0| 768 | 684 | asz | osa | ees
fod . | 808 | 27| 862 | 786 [1,042| 870 | o023 | 83 | 710 | 787 | 604 | 856 ! 018 | aud
FooD, GROOBRIES, AND HAUEING.
1026 o] 992 81 |1082 | oe7s rosn| ooo |1027| os8f oed | os0 | aez | oed |1,024 |1,018
1027 1 9751 9098|1026 | 68 |11 | o723 | oas | o161 029 | o138 | ses | o57 | 1011|1008
1p28 oo 2013 | 4o |1088 | o7 | 1,047 (1007 | 056 | e12 | 028 | &80 | 880 | 035 [1.014 |1,004
1029 .o J1038 La010 | 1,072 | ove |1000 (1030 F ooz | e87 | 972 ) 30 | 920 | e70 | 1054 |1 0ud
1030 o 968 | 941 992 268 | 1,058 | 67 939 | 891 904 | 880 830 | 919 878 | 970
1990 186 Qtr, | 1,002 | 953 (1,020 {1,007 |1072 1007 | 63| ora | asz| sor | aos | o4 | 1,019 |1,009
2od ,, | 1,005 ! 074 (1,028 {1,008 | 1,080 11,004 | 957 | e05 | 933 | see | g0z | ea7 | oot | 00
ord ,, | ooa| 960 ] 996 | o8y IL077 oes | oas i spy | ooo{ s8s | BOS) mo | oma ] oes
dth ,, | 2m8 | 875 | 927 | e01 (1,000 | so0 | S05 | B63 | ss1| sso | ses | eme | mo| me
1081 Yot Gir. | so4 | 864 | 807 | 876 | ovs | so2 | ssz | s20 ] s13) @32 | ses| es1 | ses | eay
2nd ,, | 877 | 872 | 881 | 870 | 973 | 870 | Aeo | Bos | vos | 75 | s10| asa | 886 ] sed

{a) The towna of Midland Junctlon {(W.A.), Zechan ﬁ_po,w.v and Besoonafleld {Tes.), aﬁw-au_baon In 1823

by Northam (W.A.), Burnle {Tas.), and Devonport (Tes ).

(5) Bee note ab centre of pagoe 1
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In so fur as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these
tablea are comparable in every respect with those given on page 16 for the
reapective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical
in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the talle cunnot be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly
period, 1923-1927 is in each case made equal to 1,000.

The last two columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted
average for the six capital cities and for the 30 towns, The population
weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1923 and
subsequent years are as follows :— 3

Popuiation Weights Used tor Different Towma.

A4 Victorls. Queenstand.  [South Austrolin|  suetrella, | Tasmavia,
- e - e b .
Town. g Town, % Town, é Town. :‘;‘l' Town, ? Town, g
B B B E E B
lﬂiyﬂnay .. | B80|Melbourne | 766|Brisbane 21| Adelaide 255|Parth, ste | 153|Hobart 52
ewcantle 84| Ballarat .. 36|T'woomba 21{Kadlpaete| 12 Kn]g"iln.etc 19| Eavnceston| 24
Broken HU) | EZ&Bendigo .. | 50|Reckhom'a | 24Ft. Pirle 0| Noethamn 4|Burnte .. | 3
Gonlburm 13 Qeelong .. AChrta, Twrs.! OMt. Gumb'r| 4/Bunbury 4(Devonport | &
Bathurst QWnambo'l 8 Warwlck 8(Peterbor'gh|  2|Geraldton 4(Quoenst'wn| 3

The weights used are based on the 1921 Census populations and repre-
sent to the nearest 1,000, the actusl populations at that date.

+

8. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of €nrrency.—In each section
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five-
yearly period 1923-1927 has been taken as base = 20s. The figures
measure the variations in the cost of—(a) food and groceries; () house
rent ; and {¢) food, groceries, and house rent combined from year to year
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the
several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). Thus, by referring to
the section of the table relating to food, groceries, and house rent combined,
it will be seen that 12s. 1d. in Sydney in 1911 was eguivalent to 10s. in
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Brisbane, or 10s. 10d. in Hobart, while 173. 9d. in Melbourne for the last
quarter of 1930 was cquivalent to 8s. 10d. in Brisbane in 1907, or 13s. 5d.
in Perth in 1911.

Retail Prices -Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year stecified from 2607 to
1831 o purchase in each Camial Cily what wonld have cost on Lthe average £1
during the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, in the Capitals regarded 2 8 whole.

Welghted
Year. Bydney. | Melb'ne. | Iiriskane. | Adelalde, Perth Tobart. Avorage of §
Capltal Citlea,
Foon awnn oxoaauw;w (46 CoMmonITIES).
ed] sd| sd)] e sdl sd s d.
1607 .. 10 61 10 4 10 9 10 8 13 5 1 4 0 8
1911 .. 11 1 10 & 11 5 11 6 15 1 11 10 1 2
1921 e 21 3| 21 3| 20 3 2l 4 22 41 22 8 21 3
1925 .. 20 0 19 7T 19 5 20 7 21 8 20 3 20 0
1924 .. 20 11 1910 | 20 03 2011 2010 2011 20 b5
1927 .. 20 8| 19 5 1| 20 7 20 1 20 0 20 0
1028 .. 20 6| 18 10 18 8 1910, 21 1 19 4 19 8
1929 .. 2110 20 1 19 ¢} 21 YT 21 8| 20 6 20 11
1930 .. 19 8 8 3 16 11 18 9|9 3 19 1 18 10
1930 et Qtr. | 20 5| 18 10 18 ¢ 19 11 20 4 19 8 19 7
»  2pd 20 3 18 9 17 2 9 8 26 3 19 8 19 &
s 3rd . 19 6] 18 4 13 8 18 2 19 0! 19 1 18 8
s 4th ,, 18 6§ 17 1 15 B 17 1 17 4 17 9 17 @8
1931 et ,, 18 0] 16 8 16 0 16 8 19 7 179 3] -—17 2
w 2nd 17 9) 1310 15 9| 16 2| 17 4| 16 @ 16 9
House Rext (WRIGHTRD AVERAGE 4 AND 5 Roous COMBINED)

1907 .. 1 10 9 1 5 8 0 2 9 2 8 1 911
1911 . 14 0{ 11 & 7 8 14 1 10 & 9 0 12 3
1921 .. 19 9] 16 & 12 7 18 2 14 o 17 7 17 3
1925 . 22 11 19 7 14 3 19 3 16 & 20 2 20 2
1926 .. 22 4 20 9 16 4 18 6@ 18 ¢ 19 11 20 8
1027 . 22 2| 2011 18 8 18 10 18 5 19 4 20 7
1928 ‘e 2210 21 9 16 8 20.-5 1810 18 9 21 4
192¢ 23 3| 2113 16 10 19 9 19 1 18 8 21 6
1930 .. 23 11 20 3 15 6 s 4 9 7 8 3 20 It
1930 1st Qbr. | 24 11| 21 @ 18 7 19 5§ 20 0 13 6 21 10
»  2nd 24 3 20 10 15 8 18 11 W 18 3 21 4
» 3d 23 6| 20 1 15 1 18 2 19 16 18 3 20 8
w  4th 23 1 19 © 14 7 18 10 18 7 18 3 19 11
1931 1st 22 2| 18 1 13 19 16 2 18 6 18 4 19 1
w  2nd 21 2| 17 @ 13 9 15 2 18 0 18 6 18 4

) Foop, GrooEsies, axp House REXT CoMBINED,
1907 .. 11 0 g9 11 2l0| 10 ¢ 11 11 15 2 10 5
1811 .. 1271 i0 9 0 0 12 4 13 5 10 10 1 7
1921 o 20 9| 19 6 17 8 19 8 19 8] 2011 19 19
1926 .. 21 01 19 7 17 7 20 1 1910 | 20 3 20 0O
1926 . 21 5 20 2 18 8| 20 1 1916 20 6 20 8
1927 .. 21 21 1911 18 0| 20 0 19 & 19 9 20 3
1028 .. 21 31 1910 18 o | 20 1 0 3 19 1 20 3
1929 . 22 41 20 9| 18 3| 20 7 20 ¢ 1910 21 1
1930 . 21 27 1B 1t 16 5 8 7 " 4 18 9 19 7
1030 1st Qtr. | 22 O] 19 7 17 8 19 9 20 3|.19 3 20 5
w 2nd 21 8| 16 @ 16 8 i% 6 20 1 19 2 W 1
w  3rd 21 0| 19 @ 16 1 18 3 19 4 18 9 19 5
» Atk 20 2| k7 9| 15 4| 17 ¢ 17 9 17 11 18 &5
1931 st 1% 6 17 2 15 2 16 & 17 11 17 8 17 19
w  2nd 19 0| 18 5 15 1 15 10 17 1 17 2 17 4
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9, Price Defnils, 1930.—The summarized results of price-movements
sro published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries
for each month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian
Btatistics. In Section IL. of the Appendix to this Report the average
retail price of each ttem of the food and groceries regimen during 1930 is
given for the 30 towns imcluded in the investigation. Information with
rogard to honse renta is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually
in the Labour Reports.  In appendixes to Labour Report No. 1, detailed
particulars were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities
for each year 1901 to 1911. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues

information in detail regarding retail prices and rents during each year has
been published.

§ 3. Food, &c,, Clothing and Miscellaneous,
1. @eneral.—In the following Section the results are included of
investigations into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering

into bhousehold expenditure classified inte {our main groups:—Food and
Groceries ; Rent ; Clothing ; and Miscellaneous.

The tabulation by the Burean was undertaken as a result of the recom
mendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage which waa
appointed in 1919 to inquire into and report upon the following matters ;—

{i} The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standsrde of comfort, including ail matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen yeara of age, and the several
iterna and smounts which make up that cost.

(i1} The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(iii) How the basic wage may be autumatically adjusted to the rige
and fall from time to tims of the purchasing-power of mornsey.

This Commission jssued two reports—the first in November 1920, and
the second in April 1921. These reports show that, according to tho standard
agsumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November-
1920 for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteon
years of age, was as follows :—

Royai Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920,

Poriiculars. Mslbourne, Bydney, Eriebsne, Adelalde. Porth, Hobart,

£ e d| £ & d £ 0 d | £ o d | £ o d| £ o d

Hent 1 0 8 1 20 017 0| 019 6! 019 0 019 0
Food 2 6 2| 2 6 9 2 31 2 7 2 2 411 2 81!
Clothing I 90 1 780 1 6 0 1 8 8 1 7 ¢ I 9 2
Miacellubooue .. 1 010 1 1 4 1 01 11 2 1 2 3] 01910
Total 516 6| 517 1 6 6 2| 616 1 51311 516 11
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The corresponding cost of the commeodities and serviees included (which
are lully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to-1920 wes ae
follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, ete., 1814 to 1820,

¥eonrs, Melboumne, Bydney. Brisbane, Adalside, Perth. Hobass.

£ ad| £ e d| £ o | £ a0 d| & s d| £ o d

1814 .. . 7 98| 31211 140 31l 2 312 9 389
1015 .. o 316 9 4 1 6 311 3 319 0 317 1 315 1
1916 .. 317 6 4 4 6 31310 319 7 4 1 2 3156 6
1917 .. ¢4 2 21 4 9 B 319 3 4 3 2 4 4 2 4 110
1918 .. 4 810 414 8 4 6 0 4 10 11 4 0 2 4 8 &
19419 .. 418 5] 65 5 3 4 16 10 5 2 6 5 ¢ 0 5 0 4
1920 .. 516 6} b17 1 5 6 2 516 1 513 11 516 11

+ I

in answer to the third clause of the inquify, the Commission recom-
mended that “a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money iu relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.c., such a family
as is deseribed in Clause 1).”  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a3 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommeadation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Btatistics,

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the varistions in the
oost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given bereafter.

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with
ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen adopted, which is described
in the * Indicator List''.published in the Report. ¥t appeared, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Buresn would have hbeen
- somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing,

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four
heads—(i} Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing ; (iii) Clothing ; (iv) Other
Requireinents (Miscellaneous).

It was dectded to adopt for food, groceries and houserent,* the commodities
method and weighting slready in use, and the commeoditres and quantities
conform very closely to those given in the * Indicator Lists ** of the Com-
mission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of
5-roomed house as its standard 1n determining the amount allowed for house
rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu-
lar tvpe, fairly rapresent variations in the rent for the type of house described
by the Commlssion.

© * The buwls of housiog wpeommodation fas besn sltered ia this sectlon to conform with the hasls
adopted in § 2.
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Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and housing.
It became necessary, therefors, to investigate the cost of clothing and mis-
ocllaneous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission
collected & large amount of information as to prices and duration of
articles, and this has been used in computing the index-numbers given in
the following tablea,

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inguirics wero made regarding
ocost of fuel and light, household utenasils, drapery, crockery, and other items
in the * Indicacor Lists ”, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been
computed 10 the same manner a8 that for clothing.

The item “ groceries (not food)’" has been omitted from miscellaneous
expenditure, though it was so described by the Conunission, as the index-
numbers already published by this. Bureau cover the articles allowed for
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &e.

In respect to clothing and a good deal of miscellancous expenditure,
1t 13 not possible to ensure continuty of grade or quality, as it is with food
and groceries. It is therefore necessary; in many cases to fall back on the
 predomipant >’ price—the price of the grade or quality most in demand.
The index-numbers for clothing and “ miscellaneous expenditure” are
therefore afiected by changing standards and are not such truc measures of
prices as the index-numbers for food and groceries. The complete * all-
iterns ” index is consequently less frustworthy than the food-and-rent
index. -

3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period
as base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from pricc data relating
to the month of November 1914,  This period was adopted owing to the
difficulty of securinginformation regarding prices of clothing and miscellaneouns
items for earlier periods.  While the index-numbers for 1914 in the
following tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted as
typical of conditions immedistely preceding the war, For base, the weighted
average cost for the six capital cities was taken, and the aggregate expenditure
in November 1914 made equal to 1,000, The index-numbers were
computed to this base up to and including the 4th Quarter 1929, In
accordance with the decision of the Conference of Statisticians that a post-
war period should be adopted as base, an alteration was made as from lst
January 1930, and the index-nmmbers in the following tables have been
computed to & post-war base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six
capital cities during the five-yearly period—1923-1927—ithe average annual
aggregate expenditure in this period being made equal to 1,000,

4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations have been extended
to the five principal towns in each State for the months of November
1921, and May, August and November 1922, and quarterly for the year
1923 and subsequently. 'The task of securing information for previous
years as to prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements in towns
other than the capituls was considered unnecessary. So far as the capitals
are conceraed, details were alrendy available in the Report of the Royal
Commission on the Basic Wage., Information of thiy nature is at present
collected quarterly for all the towns, and yuarterly indez-numbers are
available.

5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 {o 2nd Quarter 1531, —
The following tables give index-numbers for (i} Food and Groceries;
(i) Housing; (ili) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing;
(v) Miscellaneous Requirements ; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing,
Clothing, and Misuelluneous Roquirements combined.
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities) Index-Numhers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average
Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000).

N.9.W.—INDRY-NUMBERS, V10TORIA.—IRDEX-N DM BBRS.
s | E 51 & g :
2 = - . . 9 ..
Perlod. s 513 g HEA R i 81 ¢ 9 |3&4
a B F 3 Z |mEEl B ] ] g | E; |32 8
Sl E|E) 3l 358 133! 32| 53158
& = | 8] &8 & 522 3 3 | 23 BE<F
— —_
Nov. 1914 . §38 .. .. " . ‘e 410 ‘e . ‘e ‘s e
n 1921 .. 064 il 972+ 050 035 B4 923 | 928 019 241 018 024
Years 1923-27 (1,012 | 1,015 [1,155 | 1,018 o744 | 1,018 078 | 989 093 067 907 078
‘Yeor 1926, .. (1,044 ;1,036 | 1,184 |1,085 | 1,002 | 1,040 902 1,003 | 1,008 935 hal ¥
w1927 .. 11,032 | 1,025 | 1,205 1,000 | B [1.046¢ L] 489 00 955 T Y70
s 1828 ., (1,021 |1,007 (1,204 {1,085 989 | 1,020 942 65 | BO6 953 | 928 644
o 1928 .0 11,080 1,081 11,286 | 1,004 | 1,046 (1,002 || 1,004 | 1,029 {1,041 [1,010 3 | 1,008
» 1930 . 984 ! 974 | 1,182 { 977 Pk 955 913 G2 958 | 009 | @32 916
L840 st Qir. 1,020 [1,006 | 1,238 | 1,028 [ 1,00t {1,025 941 988 088 ML 461 045
o 2md ,, |L011 ;1,004 |1,227 | 1,007 43 11,016 033 034 097 035 ¢ 958 942
» 3d o, 977 066 | 1,167 03 957 981 1y 55 o460 | BOB | 924 020
w 4h o, 02Y 008 | 1,106 900 963 | 929 854 | 580 | 2&) | s61 | 886 | 86T

1991 1st Qgr, | 508 | 898 (1,068 ) 875 834 [ 903 || 235 | 854 ses| sm06 | 42 ) B8
. 20d ., | 888 | 887 |1,041| 867 | 873 | s0L 03| 816} s22| 761 7oV | oS
QUERNSLAND.—INDEX-N OMBRERS, BOUTH AUSTRALIA—INDRI-NUMBARS,
E ; EP

. . PR P . 3 L

Perfod. g 8 8 s | ¥ |2gg) 3 |448 E ¥l 4%
B | 42| £5 E|Segll 2 |S8= 521 c= 1§58
Bl g |39 88! 5 |5l % [R83) & ! 8| $E(se4
B R |82lE2 F B2l 3 [S5E) £ | 58| &5 [Faw

Now. 1014 .. | 614 .. . .. .. .. B3| .. . - . ..

w 1021 .. | 956 | 805 | 040 | 931 036 | 050 o4l | 045 | 0468 28 BT | 948
Yeara 1923-27 | ©00 | 034 | 938|107 | 0511 965 | 1,025 {1,032 | 1,060 | 089 | 1,064 1,028

Yeat 1928 1,000 | 980 11,0458 11,135 [1,004 [1,008 || 1,045 [1,077 1,118 [ 1,024 | 1,100 | 3,049
" | 940 912 (1,005 (1,189 g [ 951 (1,080 (1,071 [ 1,071 {1,015 | 1,102 {1,033
» 1028 .. 9356 1 8017 870 | 1,087 | 830 | D40 903 | 1,050 (1,048 | 097 11,110 | 099
» 1820 .. | 951 ©29 |LOAL {1,002 } 97L ) 061 1 L,055 {1,137 11,111 | L,034 | 1,166 | 1,081
» 1030 .. B44 | BdO | M2 | 060 | 877 | B85S 937 |1,036 (1,019 | 924 [L044 | 4

1030 1st Qtr. | 808 | 880 | 075 [1,088 | B23 | 009 005 |1,08¢ [1,072 | 982 1,002
w 2nd 860 | 866 | 026 11,004 | 899 | 872 083 11,080 | 1068 | 937 990

» 3d 833 | 837 om | g2d | 870 B4d P13 11,028 | o9l M8
w 4th 784 | 701 | 847 | 809 | 817, 705 B55 | 951 | 939 | 962

hadapy

w
2| 8288
[CER=R- =L

1031 1st Qtr. | 700 | 803 | 870 owe| sia| sio || 835 | o0 | o910 794
s 2nd | 788 | 706 | 848 | o016 | 804 707 I 210 | 830 | 808 | 74| 884 | Bl
WESTRRN AUe Rl —INDEX || piswasis—IspEx-Nowems, | ¥E [ B
&5 E
. " = ; g : ':E a
£ : d | 3 £ 5| 28 i2s,
Period, 1 %1818 SISB‘ | Bl 2] 8|3 £2E2§2
s|E 2| 2|3 128| 2 5|8 |28 58|55 58
.o - 1+ ot o4 -]
Elg|s|E|&|ex|5 38|45 |8z 35 3ad
—— -ty
Nov. 1014 .. | 748 ] . ‘ 1ol esr L. ’ O PV D L T
o 1021 .. [1,005]1,120 1,054]1,046 1,031 1,033{1,027| 958/1,108' 006/1,077]1,011| 950 | 954
Yeors 1923-27 |1,042)2,178 1,104 1,094| 1,112 1,080 1,027) 1,043 1,040I 1,083) 1,127| 1,027]4,6004 | 1,003
Year 1026 .. [1.043 1,183[1,128 1,122 1.124'1,004 1,045(1,031{ 1,062 1,051/ 1,165(1,046|-F,023 | [,087
o 1927 .. | 1,004]1,1481,008] 1,109 1,101] 1,026( 1,000 087 1,007: 1,006{ 1,105/ 1,001 1,000 | 1,004
1928 .. |1,05311,178/ 1,104 1,130 1,088'1,060:( 966 9401 1,008' 07511,080) o6l 985 | 989
. 1020 .. |1,084/1,267| 1,157 1,172 1,149 1,108 1.025] 095/ 1,078 1,028{1,140! 1,024( 1,044 | 1,047
. 1930 .. | 061/1,138,1,041/1,070, 1,055 '986| 952 371,002 938/1,068 953 941 | 946
1980 1st Qtr. | 1,018(1,107 1,084 1,128' 1,105| 1,030] 9ss] e7o/1.02a] oo2/1,085] o085/ 980 [ 985
W 2nd 2011|1,191) 1,003] 1,127 1,108 1,036 082l 058 1,038 061 1.000| o8y 970 | 976
O 051 1,162 1,047[ 1,071 1,004] os0l| 954 930/1,008 018/ 1,073| 055 935 | 931
wodth 8051,081] 942{ 051 0s6] 887 ses| 880 038 8321023 801 877
1031 st Qtr. s77(1,012" 013] o221 o9s| so4fl sce! 883 -870 867l 02| 868 960 [ 864
Y 266 1,00?{ Bo2| 016 935‘ 884 823| B22 sul 827 e20| 629 837 | 841

{2) Base.
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Housing {4 and & rooms).—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1023-1927 as base (= 1,000).
N.8,.W.—~—INDBX-NUMBRRS, VICTOR1A,—INDEX-N OKBRRS,
s m ] : |lwo g . o
Period. s 80l 8 T30 B | 4| ¢! (8 (3 m.m
b st 2] 2 (5] 31 81 3| 8 .18
2l Elel 3|3 |3kl 21 £ g 3 (383
wl=mzial & & |[Eaz| 2 |.8 $ |58 [e58
Nov, 1eia .. | 758} .- - | .. o 8| .. - " A
» 1921 .. |2000| 885 | 660 ) 881 Boe | 60| Bes | d7e| B27 ) Gés | eéds | 7de
Years 1922-27 (1,111 ] 984 | 617 11,080 | 801 |1,084 i oos| eo7) e70| 63| 753 ] 9se
Year 1028 .. [1,117 [1.080 | 673 11,005 | 891 |1,007 li 1,037 | 625 | 730 | o0 | 7Ta0 |1003
» 1027 .. 12,000 (1082 | 693 {1,188 | 866 [1003 [[ 1046 | 631 | 783 | ev7 | 7e3 1016
» 1928 .. 1,143 (1,080 | 702 [1,183 | 886 1,125 [ 1,087 | @75 | 703 | pso| ss1|1.088
» 1928 .. |1,362 |1,082 | 70f [1,240 | 880 (1142 || 1,004 | 704 | 817 | 941 | 840 |Lioso
o 1030 .0 |15197 (1044 | 727 :m_ o78 1170 || 1,011 688 | 750 | 888 | Bes | ‘mee
1080, 1st Qtr. 1,245 ) 1,000 | 728 (1,221 |1,040 1,205 1 0008 [ 692 | 7w | o3z | asa ) 1017
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Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and § rooms).—Index-Nambers—30 Towns ;
Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927, as

base (= 1,000).
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Clothing.—~Index-Numhbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the
five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000).
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Miscellaneous,—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during
the five-yearly period 1923-1827 as bagse (= 1,000}
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Total Honsshold Expenditure. —Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average Six Capital

Cities during the five-yearly porviod 1823-1927 ag base {= 10004, ,

N.3.W —INDRX-N UMBEREA.

VICTOR, ~IXDBX-NUNBERS.
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3 31 (285 2| 2|3 23
& E -] a ?'.- & a E -~
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Nov. 1614 T | P =
. 1921 .. 875 (1,083 | 947 |1,042 || 1,008 | 992 {1,002 1,008
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$ 4, Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. Qeneral. —To. supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November 1913. This
investigation was repeated in November 1914 and again in November
1915, when $he number of additional towns was increased to 120. In Novem-
ber 1923 the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard
to pricea obtained in November each year will relate, therefore, to 200 towns.
The results of the first investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No.
B (Section [V., pages 26 to 33). The results of sncceeding investigations
have appesred in the Labour Bulletins.and Reports of this Burcan

2. Resals—1988 t01930.,—The results of the investigation in Novembéer
1930 are set out in the tables on the following pages, compared with
the particulars recorded during the previous two years. Aggregate
expenditure on food and groceries separately is shown in the form of
index-numbers for each year in column A. Tn columns B and € the
corresponding aggregate expenditura ou food, groceries, and rent of
4-rooms, and food, groceries, and rent of B-roems are shown for each
year for each town. The index-numboer 1,535 (see puge 3D). represents
the weightod average expenditure in 200 towny on food, groceries, and rent
of G-roomed houses ; and 1,400 represents the weighted average expenditureon
food, groveries, and rent of 4-roomed houses in November 1930. Similarly,
in column A, the index-number 932 represents the relative weighted average
expenditure on food and groceries only for November 1930. The figures
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of b-
roomed houses as equal to 1,535, the expendibure on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,518; while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for 5-roomed
the expenditure in Melbourne would be represented by 1,380, compared with
s expenditure of 1,400 on the average for 300 towns.

The change made in Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-number
were computed is'continued in this issue. Previously the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries, and rent of 5-raomed houses for the 150 towns
. in each yeat was taken as base. In the tables on thefollowing pages the same
baae is talen as in the tables referring to 30 towns and 6 cepital cities, i.e.,
the weighted average expenditure on food, groceries, and housing (all houses)
in the 6 eapital cities in 1911 is made equal te 1,000,
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index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1928,
1029, and 1930, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Feod, Groceries, and
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Citiea in 1811 as base (= 1,000).

1924. 1929, - 1030,
© Noventber. November, November,
Btate and Town S IR : s'-§ w9 : f-g g g
’ = 'E"'g 25 L ANER L LN £
1852|853 | S (853 [g33] % |&n3/|8sg
oe i 8w g2 = e | £% za | B2 £
5% |S3p /%8y | 32 |88y |<iz| §2 | i3 |8y
g |58 I ghE -ug Sl | e 8., oM R
B2 (328|238 B2 P38 (238 32|38 |Bus
o |88 q 50 |&E48 (£33 g |ked |RS
New South Wales— A B C A B ] A I} 4
Sydney o o | LOV2 | 1620 | 1,776 | 1.186 § 1,751 | 1,807 080 | 1,537 ¢ 1,082
Newcaeils ., .- 1 1,068 | 1,542 | 1,967 | 1,158 | 1,849 | 3g5e 856 1 1,468 | 1,002
Nroken B .. o] L2390 Le0n | 1,724 LA08 1 LTT2 [ 1802 | 1,100 ) 1551 ) 1,671
Gouwlbyrn ., S| o082 | ress | 3,778 | L2090 | LBOL | ) 080 044 [ 1,401 | 1,
Bathurst .. ] 1,019 | 1401 | 1,503 | L340 | 1,519 | 1818 930 | L339 | 1,448
Alb .. -+ b L063 | 1,754 | 1,014 | L1161 | 1,822 | 1062 030 | 1,688 | 1,653
Armbdale .. -+ 1 Lod1 ] 1518 | 1,500 | 1,127 | LO0Z {1701 937 | 1,376 | 14
Rallua e ol 13| 1ee7 | 1,733 L10L | 1,884 | 1009 | 1,000 | 1,905 | 1,627
Baga e ] voer | e | 1, 1,181 | 1,508 [ 1622 057 | 1,313 | 143
Berty . »o ] L000 | 1445 | 1,550 | 1,175 ] 1604 | 1886 | 73| 1, 1,394
Blackheath .. b 1,230 1 14751 800 £ 2,272 | 1733 1,812 4 1086 | La08 | 1482
Bourke e o) L,287 ] 1,650 ) 1,813 | 1,874 [ 1,601 | 1684 | 1,080 | 1,418 | 1,484
Bowral ‘. | 1,000 ) 1,72 1,81¢ § 1,218 | L7904 | 1,050 a0l [ 1,478 | 1,038
Caslno .. . 1,088 | 1852 | 1,771 [ 1,164 | 1,800 | 1898 M | 1,443 | 1574
Comsnock .. | 1,675 | 1,588 | 1,034 | 1,164 | 1,608 | 1,57 935 | L3007 | 1,420
COobar .. . 1,251 | 1,383 | 1428 | 1312 | 1,810 | 1,549} 1,119 | 1,338 | 1,886
Cooms . | B33 ] 1463 | 3672 | 1,206 | 1, 1,818 [ 1,058 | 1,382 | 1,571
Coonambls .. «o | 1,121 | 1,486 | 1,611 | 1,260 | 1,014 | 1,765 | 1033 | 1,388 v
Cootamundra .| 1049 | Lsag | 1,782 | 1,166 | 1,712 | 1.8 942 | 1,448 | 1,815
Cotrlmal .. «o | 2,096 | 1,538 | 1,871 | 1,159 | 1,613 | 1,751 074 | 1,450 | 1,610
Cowra . <o | 1,081 1,610 | 1,887 | 1,180 | 1,880 | 1817 ai | 1,847 | 1.504
Cronulla .. .o | 128 | 1644 | 1,807 | 1,275 | L827 { 1998 | 1,060 | 1,601 | 1740
Denlliqutn .. | 1098 | 1480 | 1,885 | 1,203 { 1,583 | 1,784 | 1,058 ¢ 1,516 | 1,667
Dubbn . . 1,139 | L,760 | 1,834 | 1,196 | 1,854 | 1,041 918 | 1,604 | 1,073
Fartes . | 065§ 1,601 { 1,800 | 1168 | L7811 | 1,000 olg | 1512 | 1432
Glignndrs .. oo | 1,184 | 1477 | 1,548 | 1,268 1,043 | 1692 979 | 1,321 | 1,436
Glen Toaes . vo | 1007} 1414 1,575 1 1,112 | 1,548 | 1607 881 | 1,302 | 1,427
Grafton . . 903 | 1,447 | 140 [ L 1,546 | 1,70% 876 | 1,40¢ | 1,674
Grentell . oo | 1,065 | rers | 1674 | 1,173 | 1,568 | 1766 61 | 1,805 | 1,553
Gridth ‘e .| L6l | 2,083 | 2813 ) 1,203 | 2,214 | 2,444 | 1,083 | 2,021 | 2,261
GQuigong .. b 102 LA 14 1,207 | 1512 | 1,622 1944 | 1,434
Quonedah .. wo | 1048 | 1 ,.m?, 1.533 T3t | 1667 | 1les4 gg? 1,340 1,401
Hay . | Lle4 | 1,545 | 1,765 | 1,279 | 1,677 | 1,871 [ 1,028 | I.420 | L0218
Invetell . .o ) 1,308 ) 1,660 ¢ 1,845 | 1,156 | 1,862 | 1787 930 b 1445 | 1,622
Junes e . ) L0951 4,770 | 1,806 ] 1,205 | 1,868 | 1808 003 | 1,687 { 1,087
Eatoomba .. 1,160 | 1,552 | 1,004 | 1,260 | 1,848 | 1,880 | 5,048 | L6891 | 1,778
Eempsey .. o | 1,008 | 1,530 | 1.839 | 1,087 { L5171 1,807 837 | L. 1,408
Efams - Wl 1152 ] 1514 | Lete | L1l g Lea2 | oyred | 1007 | 1,373 | L6001
Kurel Ko . . 1,106 | Loy | 1,588 | 1,168 | 1510 | 1,808 978 | 1,872 1 1,442
Loeton . 1,190 | 1,008 | 1,080 | 1,284 | 2,003 | 2,060 | 1,608 | L72¢ | 1,788
Lismors .. . | L0856 | 1,004 | 1,986 | 1,111 | 1,078 y 1,887 058 | 1,485 | 1,601
Hthgow ., .o ) LO9a | 1,581 | 1810 | 1,198 | 1,643 | 1,718 951 | 1,412 | 1,606
Moltland .. .| 1,026 | 1450 | 1,867 | 3,142 | L504 | 1,800 010 | 1,381 | 1,441
Mores .. | 140 | 1817 | 1872 | 1,248 | 1,712 | 1,972 | 1,004 | 1,596 | 1,748
Moss Vale .. o | 1,088 | 1,852 | 1,751 | 1,191 § 1,987 | 1,868 959 | 1,430 | 1584
*
Mudges - o | L1086 | 1826 | 1,720 | 1,108 [ 1,701 | 1,802 268 | 1,424 | 1,400
Farrabl .. .| 1,088 | L6519 | 1,886 | 1,205 | 1,658 | 1,708 | 1,000 ) 1,486 | 1,807
Forranders .. | 1ag2 | 1,877 | 1,008 | 1,205 | 1,730 |T1,961 [ 1,053 | 1880 | 1,744
Nowtn e | 1,185 | 1589 | L6861 | 1,198 | 1,050 | 1,781 { 1,010 1,446 | 1,671
Orange .. .. 4 1,067 | 1,843 | 1,771 | 1,147 | 1L,700 j 1,879 960 | 1,503 | 1,658
Parkes . o brorr | 1880 | 1,768 | 1,218 | 1781 % Lo 016 | 1,456 ¢ 1,549
Penrlth e o] 1008 | 1,545 | 1,624 | 1,046 | 1,602 | 1,808 v24 | 1,884 | 3,458
Port Rembla . 1137 | Léea | 1,801 | L216 | 1,777 | 1,920 | 1,028 | 1,540 | 1,089
Partland .. otz | 1,550 | 1,858 | L,294 | La4) | 1783 | 1,024 | 1,418 | 1,454
Quennbeyan | B4 ] 800 | 15 1,296 | 1,680 | 1,781 088 | 1,432 | 1,525
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Bousing in 200 Towns, ete.— tontinued,

1928, 1929. 1080,
Nuvernber, Hoveurber. November,
a1 . s & - od il .
1€, 8 . e 2. . 9,
Siate and Town. | Ex2 3. 2 '§:§ c2f| 2 -::§ ga8
3 | 8383 | 858 g g | £38 | &2 | &85
e | =" 1 5a < 2="|2g < gom | gl
3% |SEgiSEg| 32 (B3 |SE3n| 3% |oEz|siT
ol [IFE |RE | ok 1al-B 10 L ;58
55 |23 |333| B2 338|333 3t (%38 E
¢ |28 |23 | &0 |&dA |E88 | &0 |=E 8
New South Wales — contd. A B [ A B c A B c
rndi .. «+ | LO76 | 1420 | 1590 | 1,160 | 1,403 | 1686 | 1,046 | 1,352 [ 1,586
chond .. -+ | L0834 | 1478 | 1,626 | 1,140 | 1,685 ] 1,732 044 | 1,872 | 1,519
Scone .- ««1 1050 | 1488 | 1,636 | 1,077 | 1,587 | 1,678 941 | 1,415 | 1,533
8ingleton ., | L0948 | 1508 | 1,611 | 1,148 | 1,543 | 1,694 976 | 1,419 [ 1,508
Tamworth .. 1,006 | 1,430 | 1,614 | 3,k 1,587 | 1,725 B39 | 1,386 | 1,474
Tareo . -l v108 | ve21 | th72 | 1,240 | Les2 | 1,899 | 9060 ] 1,500 | 1828
Temors . e | vese ] re27 | o222 | L7ee | rens | 1,005 ] 1,665 | 1,663
Tenterfiatd .. | L13%2 | 1,548 | 1,581 | L1890 | 1,642 | 1,678 054 | 1,408 | 1,402
Umams 00 | hode| MO MRLL| Lase| nelRl ndie| S ni| 1S
marrs . - ‘ > " ¥ " v '
w: Wagga o | LOSO | 1780 | 1,794 | 1,182 | 1,911 | 1,028 037 | 1.827 | 1,702
Y o LO48 | 1463 | L1618 | 1,198 | 1,088 | 1,758 262 | 1,302 | 1,488
Wolllngton | 1,088 | 1415 | 1577 | L2387 | 1,608 § LT04 045 | 1,274 | 1,370
Wenton . P L077 | 1,638 | 1,582 | 1,157 | 1,818 | 1684 057 | 1,333 | Laz6
Windsor <o 4 1,077 | 1,688 | 1,703 | 1,142 | 1,622 | 1,767 941 | 1,601 | 1,583
Wollopgong .. . .. 1,117 | 1665 ( 1,668 | L1783 | 1,724 | 1,786 086 | 1. 1,640
Wyalong .. « ) L1351 1530 | 1,605 | 1,236 | 1,831 | 1,607 097 | 1,358 | 1,425
Yam . v L1237 | 1603 | 1,749 | 1,247 | 1,765 | 1,806 | 1,082 | 1,503 | 1,802
Wﬁoﬁr& average for 1,058 | 1,832 | 1,701 | 1,204 | 1,76¢ | 1862 | 1,008 | 1,666 | 1,668
H W
tate (74 Towns) .. | 1078 | 1813 | 1,757 | 1,187 | 1,727 | 1,871 078 1 1,543 | 1,662
Victorla—
Melbourns ., . pes | 1518 | 1,684 | 1,084 | 1,847 | 1,795 865 | 1,380 | 1,618
R R AR R AR R R
1 g .. - { ooz | 1,375 ( , , , .
oA A A H AR AR R R
ALT A o 1| 1,377 Bk » v B 5
Arurat . ] Lose | 1404 ] 1,814 § 11611 5651 1 1,605 063 [ 1,360 | 1
Bacchue Mareh | L,033 | ae0e | 1,573 1 1,168 | 1618 | Léae 080 | 1,421 | 1,550
Balrosdale .. « | 1,040 | 1427 | 1,800 | 1,167 | 1,528 { 1,792 984 | 1,350 | 1,644
Beechworth . . | 3,047 | 1,833 | 1,382 | 1,178 | 1,481 ] 1517 [ 000 | 1,287 | 1,38
Benalla . -} o057 | 1433 | 1,504 | 1,151 | 1,546 | 1692 935 | 1,505 | 1,385
Comperdown ! 1,088 | v411| 1,576 | 1,135 | 1,649 1 1,705 [ 1,017 | 1,436 | 1,608
rton .. i 1,032 | p4se | 1,542 1,113 | 1,608 | 1,639 036 | 1,265 | 1,462
Castlemadne . . - § 1002 | n2e2 | 1425 { 1,008 | 1,807 | 1,627 041 | ta70 | 1,342
Biweo o ||| ERS| Vi) UED R WD) US| R
¢ +a . L0086 A3l N ) ¥ ¥ ] +
Daytedford .. o p 1004 | 1,383 t420 | 1,076 | 1,372 | 1,438 938 | 1,218 ] 1,27
Punolly .. o] Logg | 1194 | 1,234 | L11§ | 1,272 | 1,361 020 | 1,081 | 1,160
Echnca . b o7 | 1433 ] 1,508 | 1,018 | 1,648 | L7156 934 | 1,284 | 1,460
uroa oo | o83 | 1427 | 1,500 | 1,156 1 1,504 | 1,066 | 1,028 | 1,354 | 1,608
Hamllton .. .| 1e3s ] 1485 | reas | 1,062 | 1,633 | 1,774 | 1,038 | 1,511 | 1,606
Healssville .| tosed vare | 1,505 | 1,178 | 1,504 | 1,504 942 | 1,245 | 1,327
Botsham .. o LT | orese | L83 | 1,218 4 1,781 | 1,883 048 | 1,395 ! 1,611
Eerang . .| 100t | 1,582 | 1,714 | 1,156 { 1,748 | 1,879 969 | 1,485 | 1,627
Korolt . | 1008 | 1208 | 1,368 | 1,102 | 1,382 | 1,448 087 | 1,213 | 1,279
Korumburra. . .. | L0388 | 1478 | 1,550 { 31,158 | 1,614 | 1,670 800 | 1,376 | 1,608
Kyneton .. .o | nore | 1,387 | 1488 | 1122 | 1,458 | 1,683 047 | 1,341 | 1,447
Lilydste .. oo | noas | 1404 | 1502 | 1,179 | 1,567 | L9732 o70 [ 1,383 | 1,484
Maflro . . 081 | 1,650 | 1,839 | 1,108 | 1,671 | 1,763 958 | 1,520 | 1,670
M| M| M| LI URE) R\ 3R |1
aryborouw: .. 1065 | 1,3 AT » ¥ ¥ » '
Mitdura . {1106 1608 | 1,873 | 1,217 | 1,843 ¢ 2,000 | 1,000 | 1,584 | 1,804
Morwell .o Lea5 | 1554 | 1885 | 1,116 | 1,828 | 1,723 964 | 1,465 | 1,567
Khin .| 1089, 1582 | 18071 1248 | 1,748 | 1,000 971 | 1,868 | L1557
Orbost .. o | 1eea o raed | 1,733 | 1182 | 1,860 | 1,767 o809 | 1,371 | 1,57
Portland o | 1047 4 1,578 147¢ | 1,162 1,476 | 1,656 967 | 1,305 1,434

2710.—2
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Indez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

1928, 1929, 1980,
Hovember, Navamber, November,
I I B s - - T =
' 8.8 |3 s 15:8] 8.8 s|5:8] 2
Btats and Town. 3 52% “fg 3 552 ’52 % | 523 ~:§
3 S5 855 1] ] ] 52| 858
22 | B3 g 28 {21 4 we | E20 | 55
EA3 023 052 9c =!{§'S qg% LS '{3'3 ‘-_3‘3
2% |%=5|%=3| 32 |Pa5|Eai| 32 1fzE|Ees
to |&5= 1‘253 a8 m"ﬂé &8 A Eﬁg hﬂg
Yictoria—~—coniinusd, A B c A B C A B C
Port Falry ., co | 4,086 ) 1,247 | 1424 | 1,109 | 1,408 ) 1,507 948 | 1,211 1 1,338
€, Amnaud . .| 107 [ nee2 | 1,608 | 1,206 | 1585 | 181Z ¢ 1,038 | 1,857 | 1,538
Bnla - o 084 | 1,342 | 1,545 | 1,110 | 1,450 | 1,861 960 | 1,266 [ 1,507
Bsymour ., <o | 1,108 } 1433 | 1,532 | 1,188 ¢ 1,801 | 1,673 960 [ 1,371 | 1,479
Bhegparton .. | to2g | 1s82 | 1708 | LIv2 | L7868 | 1,674 960 | 1,502 | 1,859
Stawell . « | 1,082} 1,459 | teos | 1,282 | 1,560 | 1,721 003 | 1,305 | 1,414
Swan Hill .. ol vera| Tz} tess | 1m0 | usie | 1me2e | es7 [ 121 | 1702
Tarang . «o | 1,023 | 1417 | 1,530 | L1837 [ 1,480 | 1,683 084 | 1,340 { 1,587
Troralgon . oo 0 1,011 | L4506 | 1,507 { 1,082 [ 1,480 | 1,843 081 | 1,322 | 1,483
Wangnrates , . . { 1,087 | 1,511 | 1,650 | 1,196 | 1,636 | 1,832 967 § 1,461 | 1,582
Warraclmaben) <« | Los7 | 1,587 | 1,745 |+1,200 | 1,676 | 1,838 047 | 1,232 | 1,405
Warrogul .. e 998 | Lag6 | Lo7e | 1,075 | 1,573 | L7486 | 922 | 1428 | 1,693
wm?:tzlaassl Average tot 1,028 | 1,404 | 1,564 | 1088 } 1,468 | 1,614 022 | 1,823 | 1442
Biate (48 Towms) ., 981 | 1,407 | 1,688 | 1,008 | 1,623 [ 1,770 405 | 1,366 | 1,507
e ane : 010 | 1409 | 1542
ane .. . 097 | 1392 | 1588 | L R 818 | 1,184 | 1,281
Toowgomba | Bas | 13%c ) Tadn | Toto | 1310 | 1478 | s35 | i1z | 1der
Rockhampton «| 10481 1331 ¢ 1,440 | 1074 | 1,855 1 1474 2s¢ | 1,105 | 1,310
Charters Towera < | 1163 | 1510 § 1508 | L122 | 1,621 § 1,581 045 | 1,811 | 1,360
Warwlck .. . 008 | 1,844 | 1409 | 1042 | 1,302 | 1,452 866 | 1,185 | 1,262
yr | L1 1643 | 1,975 { L197 | 1,688 | 1,771 908 | 1,404 | 1,622
Barealdtns o vess | rees | 1le7s | 1266 | 1ieco | 1,728 | 1062 | Lae7 | 1569
Bowen . .« ] 1156 | 1,581 | L1897 ] 1,197 | 1,592 | 1,781 | 1,002 | 1,355 | 1,490
Bundaberg oo | 1030 3320 | Ladr{ 1,011 | 1,384 | 1,478 877 | 1,203 | 1,208
Calrns . o | 1,015 F 2056 | Ly ] 1,092 ] 1,766 | 1,004 947 | 1483 | 1,698
Charleville .. oo { 1130 | 1,678 | 1,812 | 1,181 ] 1,604 | 1,889 | 1,006 [ 1,487 | 1,748
Chillagoo .. | 1eas f ziaen | ¥sss | 1z7e ¥ ses | 10505 | 1188 | Ls7o | Lasy
Clocurry .. o | 1253 | Le43 | ra7e | 1,310 ) LT0S | 1,836 | 1141 | 1,540 | 1,658
Cooktown .. oo | 1203 | 1288 | 1351 | 1,240 % L4468 | 1,400 | 1368 | 1,367 | 1,462
Cunnomulla , ., « | 1,188 | 1,647 | r70e | 1,251 7 1,710 | 1,803 | 1,054 | 1,801 | 1,580
Dalby . oo | Loop | 1,982 | 1,454 | 1090 | L4125 | 1,570 | sy2 | 1,227 | 1464
Gayndeh ., .| Lls2 | 1,438 | 1,587 [ 1,161 | 1,477 | 1,558 960 | 1,262 | 1,361
Gladatone .. o | 1052 ] 1,341 § 1440 | 1,105 | 1,414 | 1,498 043 | 1,245 | 1,369
Goondtwina oo | 1094 | 1,501 ] 1,674 | 1,187 | 1,608 | 1,648 | no0; 1,385 | 1,425
Gympls . o | 30781 1,132 5 1,100 | 1,464 | 1,825 886 | 1,234 | 1,362
Bughenden .. oo | 1,239 | 1,710 | 1,844 [ 1,287 | 1,748 | 1,868 | 1082 § 1,616 | 1,605
Inundstell Ve o | 1,255 BAS 2,'354 1828/| 1o40 | 218 | Loiz B44 | 1,708
Ipswich . | oo | 1,806 | 1,624 | L027 | 1,867 | 1,457 855 | 1,160 | 1,246
lnnﬁ:ench . o | 1,228 | 1,561 ] 1vea b 3,268 | 1,675 | LM | 1,086 | 1,371 | 1,807
Mnckny .. -« | 1,008 | 1,837 { L7230 | LT | 1707 { 186K} 056 | 1,412 | 1,547
Maryborough oo | 1oso | L3 1400 ! L1068 | 1,008 ) neae | sve | 1,238 | 1428
Mount Morgan o] 1| 12a3] vZ0s | Dise | naz1| noey 970 | 1,102 | 1,168
Nemboer .. o | 2,008 | 1470 | lk72 | L1220 [ 1,485 | 1,810 923 | 1,280 | 1,408
ma . oo | L9l | 1450 | 1,600 | 3,346 | 1,531 ] 1,705 041 1 1,321 | 1,461
Stanthotpe . . | 1,088 | 5006 | 1,517 | 1,196 | 1,651 ) 1,596 ;935 | 1,360 | Ld6l
Towneville ., eo b L3971 | 16877 | 1965 | L168 [ 1,631 | 1,730 917 | 1,872 | 1,456
wm&‘é‘ e e 1385 | 1726 | 122 | 288 | L7a6 | 1,894 | 1,066 | 1ss0 | 1408
varage T
Btate (32 Towom) .. | 1,040 | 1,815 | 1,643 | 1,067 | 1,480 | 1,664 283 | 1.211 { 1,330
Seuik Avgiralin—
Adelalds .. . 007 | 1,500 | 1,878 | 1,12¢ § 1,618 | 1,740 | 804 | 1,325 | 1448
Hadlno, ats, .. .. ] 1,008 | 1,320 | p422 | 3,236 [ 1,482 | 1,476 008 | 1,186 | 1226
Port, Pifls ., oo | 1,073 | 1452 | 1504 | 1,008 | L5690 | 1,676 986 | 1,861 [ 1,490
Mormnt Gambkier .1 1028 | 1270 | 1,881 | 1,102 | 1,860 | 1,465 202 | 1160 | 1,281
Petarboreugh | aaex | 1872 | 686 | 1,268 1 1, 1,780 | 977 | 1,280 | 1,461
Freellng . | 1083 b 1g02 | 1607 | Li12 | 1441 | 1,580 802 | 1,207 | 1,319
Gawler . o] 3,040 | 1,364 | 1470 | 1,084 § 3,428 | 1,620 [ 882 | 1,177 | 1264
Hepunds .. ..} 1007 [ 1,204 | 1,297 | 1172 | 1,418 | 1,436 087 | 1,147 | 1,182
Koorlnge .. | 1,080 | 1,380 | 1456 | 1,064 | 1,408 | 1,560 959 | 1,276 | 1354
MiHeent .. . 985 | 1,340 | 1402 | 1,052 | 1477 | 1,569 875 | 1279 | 1,368
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Index-Rambers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued.

1926, 1829, 1930.
November. November, Hovembar,
o 183 | 8a8| o g8 8.8| s{g-F|8.8
State cnd Town ZEZE | E2E 2 Bog | E58 R MR
C | SB[ E5E E3E | 8 | 8%m [ 3B4| B )83 534
Te -
5% [S3g|<ig| 32 |Siy (k| 9% [SEz|csw
f | ofd | omE | 2% | ™8 |<®B | o8 | o¥8 | 558
B5 |B3i|Z32) Be |B3s|ésd| Bg |Bualds
& SR | &% e |29 g s |=9 E
South Austealip—condinued.l A K [H A B Q A B c
Murray Bridge .. | Loas | ra58{ 1,560 | 1,128 | 1508 | 1,018 809 | 1,250 | 1,340
Pott Augueta L{veesl new{ L7i0} 1,323 | 1,710 | 1,790 | 1086 | 1,508 | 1,58
Quotn . | noee b aser | 1445 | 1,287 | 1,661 | 1054 | 1,005 | 1,204 [ 1,378
Yietor Harbour .o | Lnsa 1560 | 1958 [ 1,168 | 1,734 | 1,808 925 | 1,470 | 1,828
Renmark .. .. | Lot | 1,857 ] 1,800 | 1,287 | 1,780 | L 1,116 | 1,677 | 1,752
“Welghtsd Average for !
Btate {16 Towns} .. | 1,011 | L402 | 1,846 [ 1,186 | 1,801 | 1717 007 | 1,817 | 1,431
Wastern Aaybrotia—
Perth and Fromantle .. | 7,126 | 1,502 ! 1,718 | L08% | 1,567 ) 1,721 902 | 1,983 | 1,502
Eaigoorlte and Boulder { 1,271 | 1,582 | 1852 | 1,270 | 1,680 | 1,867 | 5,080 | 1,308 [ 1,403
Northom ., .. | raoe | 1,642 | 1,795 | 1188 | 1,619 | 1,80 987 | 1,484 | 1571
Bunbury .. oo ] Lzo1 | 1641 | 1,665 | 1,229 | 1,566 | 1,677 905 | 1,416 | 1502
Geraldton .. .. | 1aez | 1650 ) 1,839 [ 1,188 ] 1,678 | 1,881 060 | 1,541 | 1,700
Alban . hyzee ) e | 26089 1,105 ) 1,513 | 1,619 o83 | 1,337 | 1,400
Boveriey .. N BELTRY 1548 | 1,187 ] 1,483 | 1,649 087 | 1,307 | 1,382
Bridgetown .. . n 1622 | 18687 | 1206 | 1,640 | 1093 | 1072 | 1,427 | 1,516
Brooms .. S na00 | 1o2s | 2016 | 1468 | 1032 | 2114 | 1,326 [ 1,801 | 1,083
Carmarvon .. | ne21| vres | ro83 | 1,947 | 1,808 | 1,058 | 1,188 | 1,683 | 1,774
Colile e o 1244 | 1704 | K764 | 1,284 § 1,712 | 1,817 o0n { 1,462 | 1,568
Qreenbushes, . | nzes | vary | nLs2e | 1,234 ) 1,477 | L5650 | 1,046 | 1,250 | 1,342
Eatanning ., oo nas4 | 502 | 1,614 ] 1173 [ 1,663 | 1,745 020 | 1,328 | 1,404
Leotiota and Gwalla ., | 1,360 | 1,668 | 1,632 | 1,412 [ 1,600 | 1,676 | 1,247 | 1,444 [ 1,510
Meekatharra Ul oiser | ngso | tzis | 1378 [ 1,842 | 1,734 | 1,220 | 1,468 | 1,824
Narrogin .. | i85 | sose ] teds | L178 | L7 | 1,828 043 | 1,492 | 1,801
w - o Lie o 1,636 | 1,124 | 1, 1,606 | 1,007 | 1,434 | 1,404
Yo 1124 | 1.4 1,682 | 1,180 | 1,486 | 1,5 [ 1,275 | 1,377

11 e an
Welghted Avera tor
8 (18 Tow%%) .. | 165 | ts06 1,718 [ L1382 | 1,576 1,719 o37'| 1,878 | 1,508

Tawnpn)
Hobare .. | 018! 1asr | 1658 | 1006 [ 1573 | 172 | vse| 1,800 | p667
launceston .. | Tese | vame | usea | Tosy | n4e2 | veoz | e11 | 1, 1474
Purnle . 20| 2047 | 1496 | vsos | L1635 | Lo6se | 1,781 | o4 { 1,366 | 1,480
Devonport . ol wote| nase | sase | 1116 | 1565 | 15608 | o35 | 1370 | 1,
Queonstown . . *t | 1130 | rses | Laez | 1,218 | 1,627 | 1657 | 1068 | 1, 1444
teacon .. 1 ees | vowa | Lazo | 1082 | 1044 | 1183 | o0 | 97| poso
ihmpb:ﬁad\m “* o5 | Lles | 1ziz | 1070 ] L266 | 1315 | om | 1183 | 1,288
Delotalne .. | esz| 1eos | L3ea| Loie | 1803 | 1840 | a1 | 171z | 1276
Frankln ., b1o%e] 12867 1,288 Lual 1,828 4 1, 250 | 1,187 | 1,239
New Norfolk 1 oes | 1817 | Taoa | Los7 | 1382 | 146l | e23] 1 1318
.. | oso| vees | 1s7e | 1084 | 1,974 | 1,468 | o131 1,200 | 1,288
foottadale .. | 1000 | 1315 | 1421 | 1080 | naoo | 1axr | sss | x'zay | 1848
Zesthon L | titaa | 1,587 | 1jem0 | Tzes | 1490 | 15528 | 1,108 | 1301 [ 1.38s
verage for
w“'ﬁ’m u?-mm.; T ;e | 148s | Lses | Loz ! 1520 | 1666 | o35 | 1,860 | 1402
Weighted Awerago ltor
Austratle (200 Towns)| 1,080 7 0,630 | 9,683 | 1,193 | 1,634 { 9,778 ] 93z | 1400 | 1,535

By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus,
for November, 1930, the index-number for food and groceries in Melbouene
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{column A)is895. Subtracting this from 1,380 (column B} gives a difference
of 485, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of ¢ rooms, and
from 1518 {(column C} gives a difference of 623, which is the relative cost
ol house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be
asoartained similarly for each of the towns included.

3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index-
numbers for food and rent have been given in the preceding pages, for the
six capitals, for the thirty towns. and for the 200 towns. The first two are
based on monthly prices of 10od and querterly rents, aud the third on prices
and renta in the month of November. The three series, reduced to a common
base (1913 = 1,000) are given in the table below. It will be seen that
since 1913 food prices have increased slightly more in the capitals than in
the larger groups of towns, but the increase in rents has been substantially
greater outside the capitals than in them,

The index-numbers for November 1921 to 1930, computed from the three
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (== 1,000), are shown in the
tollowing table :—

Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Australia, 1021 to 1930.

Particulars. 1013. | 1081, | 1025, | 1026, { 1027. | 1028. | 1920. | 1080.
Foop AND GROCERIES.
Al Towns .. .. | 1,000 | 1,678 | 1,683 | 1,675 | 1,691 | 1,625 | 1,770 | 1,485
Five Towns in each State .. | {,000 | 1,577 | 1,679 | 1,670 { 1,690 | 1,618 | 1,769 | 1,454
Capital Cities only «« 11,000 1,588 | 2,689 11,683 | 1,705 | 1,627 § 1,781 | 1,463
Rexr oF 5-RooMep HousEs,
All Towns . .. | 1,000 }1,268 | 1,528 {1,671 | 1,586 | 1,641 [ 1,835 | 1,541
Five Towns in cach State .. | 1,000 } 1,271 | 1,500 | 1,554 | 1,570 [ 1,632 [ 1,622 | 1,516
Capital Cities only .. 1 0,000 | 1,261 ) 1,455 | 1,496 | 1,507 | 1,671 | 1,662 { 1,453
Foop, GaocERIES, aND RENT.
All Towns .- .. [ 1,000 | 1,461 (1,623 11,636 | 1,651 | 1,632 | 1,719 | 1,488
Five Towns in each State .. | ,000 { 1,458 | 1,613 | 1,625 | 1,643 | 1,623 | 1,712 [ 1,478
Capital Cities only .. | 1,000 | 1,455 11,594 | 1,607 { 1,624 | 1,604 | 1,602 | 1,459

The figares in the vertieal columns show merely the increase or decreass in cost in November of each
yefr oompare& ‘gth Navember 1018 for ** All Towns,” “* Five Towns fu each State,” and ** Capital Citles
enly ** regpectively, .
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following
table gives index-numbers of wholessle prices for the years 1913 to 1931
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year
before the war, being taken as base (= 100). These figures are
obtained chiefly from the * Monthly Bulletin of Statistics ” pulblished by
the League of Nations, Tt must be understood that the figures do not show
the relative prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in
each country separately. .

kndez-Rumbers, Wholesale Prices, Varions Countries 1013 to 1931 (Prices in 1613 as Baso = 100).

. =]
- = [
- - H ,,.' -
Vmirrp - = 3 A, = a
KI1xapou. A GOTRIL. E - g s % gg g E 3 E ) g E GRANANT.
- =] = [ < 2%+ - =
BES| 82 85 e laz| &2l &1 &
PERIOD E
L1
s ‘5 E Ofetal : §= i o i
; . = K & L 3 = Oiiclal,
HIE R gl 2 315121213 3
3 E| ® EjElERe| g | 8| 8] ¢
=] 3 S S | Q ) S <
Average €
P 100 100 100 . 10 00 100 . 100 100 109
1014 .. 1ok} 99 clo0 100 4100 134 103 102 10¢
1920 . 07 291 283 ‘e 201 162 34 . U4 5 1,183 1,486
1026 150 161 164 4138 5159 150 {1,008 | f210 166 132 950 | 1,izy g142
1028 148 150 143 123 148 164 954 163 169 132 708 | 6142 133
1927 142 144 138 133 148 17¢ 979 163 154 121 617 145 133
1928 140 142 135 180 145 181 el 158 140 120 620 145 140
i020 137 138 127 130 141 104 919 160 148 116 811 139 187
120 114 107 117 113 180 | $118 180 134 i03 630 128 125
IX 116 107 101 115 111 188 113 126 129 104 524 128 123
1681 1 107 101 o1 105 98 188 109 118 110 100 484 122 115
108 101 92 107 0 100 117 115 100 482 122 114
IIT 109 101 4] 107 100 111 114 111 105 482 122 114
IV 106 ) an 108 98 110 116 108 100 484 121 114
v. 104 7 88 107 L 109 113 104 97 470 120 118
- [
é " E 1 = F "] 4
{RALT. : ; ] -] 8
S| Ed| 5 [P | w5 Bs BE| E| 3 s | B
i &4 = 1 a | &31385( S| 3| =9 | 8«
PREIOD,
gﬂﬂ g ° Oficial 3 . |3 52 j
B2l S| & - ] 3 |z88) 21 41 3 3
s 2= mg S 5 B D E 2 5 a3 =
gea ad ! § é g | & |E2% & & ]
ARS g-& -] b 8§ |&3s & | § § o
Averspe, I} R
1Ms 100 100 1] 100 i 100 "o N 100 100 100 10 100
1914 08 109 1o 101 a 100 a8 104 102 104 or
1920 250 202 .. 221 350 221 228 244 207 223
1925 hedd 202 155 253 125 138 sl 182 148 170 160 161
1986 454 179 145 168 glel 181 1} 146 143 168 1584 154 128
1927 527 170 148 a7 119 172 148 142 137 147 153 148 124
1929 o] 171 | 140 161 120 167 | 148 145 | 140 | 165 | 151 | 147 120
1029 481 146 142 153 118 171 140 141 133 168 149 147 118
411 17 117 148 172 122 12% 124 147 138 143 1
1930 IX 3608 1 112 141 94 174 119 123 121 141 120 144 100
1981 1, 1 103 135 B85 173 115 115 110 134 120 140 102
388 119 104 158 85 175 114 115 108 138 119 137 ..
o 120 108 181 86 174 118 114 107 134 17 186
IV. .. 953 116 102 130 &8 172 112 112 106 183 ilé 134 9
Y. .. 347 116 102 129 3 169 111 111 102 133 114 138 .
& Jups, 1914, b Gold fndex. + Febroary. d Julg. e End of year. § OmMelal since year 1926,
¢ New sorles. A Averago of etght moutha. € Fapuary. § Untll end of 1925 ** Lorens.”
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2. Rotail Prices—Ansiralia and other Countries.—-The following tables
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the month of July in each year
from 1914 to 1930, and quarterly for 1930 and 1931, the prices for July,

1914 being taken as base (== 100).

the figu

It must be understood, however, that
res which have been obtained chiefly from the ** Monthly Bulletin

of Statistics,” published by the League of Nations, show merely the fluctua-
tions in prices in each country, and are not corparable horizontally.

lnﬁsx-ﬂnimlms of Retail Prices in various Conniries for the Month of July 1914 to 1830, and
quarterly for 1930 and 1831, with Prices in July 1814 a3 Base (= 100}

(1) COST OF LIVING,

5 il # & .
g3 25| 2 5] ¢ | B
Period. ¥E | Avsren, § g 3 a 2 GRRMANY, B X
EE ] B A = P = o]
=1"| [ [ ) & By & B
R ’x'm-
Fo.of Townesnd | g0 | Vienna. | 80 | 12 | 100 | 21 | Paris. 72 Mian. |parg.
"

Joly 1014 00 W .. e two) 1 £100 1o teol 100
w 1920 255 gion | .. | les8| 282| dem] sa 1,085 | 441 [ .,
19821 222 gorz | wol 100181 237! 1214 | 3s07 neso | sod | Tiss
" 1928 170 5103 | 174 | 2686 | tad | alsd | 435 glaz ] 64D [ oB8
o 1027 . 184 106 204 2,788 176 157 625 160 648 wl78
w 1823 - | 168 109 | 205 | 2011 174 181 | etos 168 | f148 118
W 1020 ol e uz! 216 e12s| 1s| 10| 118 154 | 145 | 112
s 1030 I T4 ¢ 112 | 287 o8 | 185f 147 | 118 180 | 146 | 127

15t Quarter, 1080 181 nz! 22 mz| 1 182 115 160 | 148 | 128

2ad = ,, 1830 156 nei 225! 01| 167 146 | 116 147 | 146 128

grd . 1930 157 112 | 22 o5 | 185 147 120 1481 14e | 127

4th 1930 155 | 100 | 227 0] 162] 143| 1 144 | M2 | 126

s . 1031 150 | 103 | 218 84| 160 | 130| 120 1| 184 17

E ’
N g a 4 E &
- ]
B PoLanD. 5 E;‘ Eg E,E % EE é Ea
= o =
S £ 3| Az [R5} 3 | B8 | < | 28
Whale
o o e | 81 | Wamaw, | 40 3¢ [Bombay.] o | e [country o | 25
- A < ]

Toiy 1984 | 160 100] 100 100, 1W0| 00 wWoe | 100 100
. 1020 o1 sor| nms 270 | 24 e | 10| <200 205 | .. 182
» 1021 | 284 ‘287T0R 236,{ 200 1771 82| 165 163 | 147 178
n 1028 o 178 1720 162 1871 181 157 166 | jiee 143
w127 | Zzos 115 160 | 180 156 | 131| 186 152} 145 161
. 1023 p e 128 178 | 181 7| 13| 185 161 | 148 161
w 1920 L] 1so 125 169 | 161 145 131 158 02| 149 181
. 1930 176 1% 164 | 168 19 | 128 | 166 12| 10 167

1ef'Quarter, 1080 177 119 167 [ 160 144 | 20| 180 150 | 146 169

2nd  ,, | 1930 176 118 165 | 158 140 | 129] 187 156 | 124 156

8rd ., 1030 175 17 164 | 150 1371 1a7] 185 152 | 140 187

&h L 1930 173 118 163 | 157 128 | 128] 152 150 ] 1ss 155

1wt 1881 170 109 0| 155 14| 125 | 147 M3 | 13 150

KoTE.—With the following exeeptions the index-numbers in the above table, sre based on the cost of food,
bouslng, ciothing and miscelianeons ftemp \—.
bscellaneons ibems ; Lnxemburg, exclueive of houslng snd miscallancouns. TFor footnotes, soc pext

emluslw of
page.

um, exclusive of housing; Switterlan

d and PBritish Todis,
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Index-Numbers of Retal] Prices in Various Connfries for the month of July 1914 to 1980
apd monthly for 1931, with Prices in July 1014 as Bage {=100)—continued.,

(1) PRICES OF FOODSTUFRPS, - '

S o 4 g I
& h
Perlod, E § Avernis. | § g2 | & § FRANGE. E E g
B -] - =
Bk B 83 a & & =3
No. of Tor and '
Loenlice. 630 | Viesoo. | 59 .;;F.i”,&’t‘:,,, 100 21 | Puria. 72 10
i ]
1wty .. . 100 100 . 100 100 100 100 100 o
1920 " .. ve 282 ' .. .y 253 | 1,0i8 373 1,252 ‘e
1921 " - . 228 £5%,000 100 1,803 238 | 1,323 w0 14901 .
1928 . . .. gl 4116 185 BIG 168 aldd 574 glis #
1087 " . N 158 122 210 il 158 146 67 157 82
1928 ” . . 156 119 204 943 158 151 alll 1564 91
1029 " o .. 153 123 218 025 149 144 128 186 ]
1630 " .. .. 144 119 208 130 137 126 122 146 3]
1681 I. .. - 136 109 195 117 127 117 132 78
IL ‘s .. 184 106 187 115 .. 115 132 181 kil
129 105 183 114 118 181 180 75
v, 120 104 180 114 123 114 180 129 T4
Y. 127 104 177 116 1 126 130 74
) 4 .
» - a3 -]
. 3 : 8 18 il | a 4 £
Perlod : 5 POLAND g P E § £d E g g g : g §
" =]
£l = S| 53|85 |3%| & | B8] % [j=a| @
No. of Townes . Botn-
and Wfilan, a Wartaw 49 33 bay. * 80 Bl g0 25 |Madrid.
Loenlitien. .
A [
1914—taly .. 100 109 100 169 | »100 100 100 100 00| 100 100 14
1920 ., . 445 319 ‘e 207 .. -y 197 224 | 215 e 157 180
e, 500 292 45,065 | 232 pabl 174 | 129 140 145 111} 164 189
1926 854 195 156 159 165 | _116 161 153 169 149 187
1827 .. 524 176 143 16l 157 164 119 148 | 180 | 162 144 186
ip28 . 1140 178 144 157 167 143 | 118 146 | 149 155 147 176
1828 aild4 187 139 151 166 145 116 148 | 166 160 146 181
0 142 161 126 1 140 162 | 138 104 149 | 144 147 143 187
1681 1 127 146 110 133 48 111 1 134 133 136 185 108
1! 126 148 110 | 132 148 108 107 129 1 12% 138 130 190
I 127 142 109 133 144 103 107 I 126 131 124 104
1v. 127 141 109 152 142 104 10% 121 122 | 151 126 190
V. 138 100 130 141 102 | 108 114 1201 1 126 190
o (Fold Index, b Naw geriea. ¢ Yearly average, ¢ Fanuary. e Average of
seoond quertet. J New Berics, November, 1927, ¢ Simea 1024 ' Relchsmarks* prices.
A Slnos 1828 Zloty " prices bage O 1926, t December. § Third quarter of
From 1915, for month of Augus i For 1921~ -4, Includes tuet and mp. since 1925

zxelu.ul?e of thoeo ilems. m DBase 1021- 25 n 1at Juwne,




