WHOLFSALE PRICES. 0

CHAPTER L.--PRICES.

§ 1. Wholesale Prices. -

1. General.—Information regarding variations in wholesale prices in
Melbourne for 1929 and previous years is given herein. The investigation,
commenced in 1912, included the collection of prices for years back to 1861
and the computation of indez-numbers in connezion therewith. )

-

'The dats ujon which the investigation is based were obtained mainly
from reports of Melboume market prices published in the ordinary press
and in special trade reviews. In auy case of doubt as to the reliubility of
the figures, the records thus obtained were verified by reference to well-known
husiness firms dealing in the articles in question. Eveiry care wus wuken Lo
engure that the prices quoted for each article referred to a uniform quality,
and, in cases where several sources of information wers utilized for
obtaining prices of single coramodities, special precautions were taken to
ensure substantial continuity of quality or grade. In moat cases, monthly
prices were obtained (but where daily or weekly quotations were availsble,
these were adopted), and arithmetic averages for the several yeara were
computed. In regard, however, to a few commoditics, such s wual,
tes, cotton and wool, since monthly prices were nut avaifable for
back yeare, vearly averages, based in each case an relable data, wore
secured

Since 1912 the wholesale prices of the commodities included in the
investigation have been recorded monthly, and index-numbers have been
computed from these price data for monthly, quarterly, and annual periods.
The results have been published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian
Statistics and in the Annual Labour Reports.
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It was at first intended to obtain records on the lines indicated for a
aniform list of commodities for the capital city in each State. Owing, how-
ever, to the large amount of work involved, and to the difficulty experienced in
obtaining the prices of anything like a uniform representative liat of
commodities from the information published in some of these cities for past
periods, this idea was abandoned.

The matter has, however, been reviewed and it is hoped to compile
w holesale price index numbers for esch of the Capital cities from the be-
ginning of 1931.

2. Basis and Commodities Included.—Retail prices have the advantage
that a comparatively small list of commodities suffices to represent a
iarge proportion of the average expenditure. They are, however, subject
to the difficulty that their variations depend largely upon locsl conditions,
and it is, therefore, necessary to collect the data over a wide area.
Wholesale prices, on the other hand, are fized usually at one or two centres
but & much larger list of cqmmodities must be covered.

The list which follows.shows that the commodities included in this
investigation embrace a large number of the staple articles of Australian
consumption and production. The commodities have been distributed inte
eight groups, and index-mumbers have been computed for each group
separately, and for all groups combined.

The index-numbers up to the year 1911 are based on the prices of 80
commodities, but since that year the number has been increased to 92.*
The proposed revision of the present list with a view to increasing the
number of commodities regarding which wholesale prices are collected was
ineluded in the Agenda for the Conference of Statisticians held during May,
1930, and an agreement was reached as to the items and quantities to be
in cluded.

The methods followed for the computation of the wholessle price index-
numbers are the same as those adopted in regard to retail prices. The
commodities included, the units of measurements for which the prices are
taken, and the mass-units indicating the relative extent to which each
commodity in the units of measurement specified is used or consumed, are
shown in the following statement.

» [p the computation of the indaxsnumbern for yeals prlor t0 1811, the sggregate axpenditure
an 80 commodities in 1911 [n taken as bage (= 1,000), while 07 latexr years Lhe aggregate expendiiure
oD 92 comumodities Ln 1911 Is taked,
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Melboorne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measarement, am
« Masg-Units.”
Commodity, | Brsnd. | Unit. | Yo Commodity. | Brand. | Untt, | Ya®
Grovr 1.
Gaovr ¥,
Tron—
e | M| | BB e | |1
ANy r o N K
B e e " 8] || Herrings 1-1b. fresh | dor. 10b. [+
ét " » H i
Koop " " - || Setmon 1)b, cal . 80
tvanized .. | 26 gauge " ag|
tlg:e('isglntes . I.G.gaco 23 owt. L] Sardines Halves  [dos. halves| 100
Fencing Wire .. | No. 8 .. ton [ Coflee . | Plantation Ib, 200
Eine, sheet . " 1 Cocoa + IMcKenzie's N 10¢
Lood. oneot " 3|l Bugar -1l [ Mo 14 too 23
" LI 8 i lélaneumnl . . Ib.t zo?,
Copper, shest ., Ib. 2,000 g0 . owt,
uickeilver .e " "1 Rice . ton H
ol ., Newoarths, ton 800 Balt .. Australian - ¥
on wharf fine
Salt ., Rock .. " 1
Mustard Coleman's dolsthl-lb. []
]
Grour II. Btarch Colemsan's Ib, 100
B White
Branba dos. 110 || Mare Reen's oo gg
Cornpac " 250 Bafety
Wo:}mc_h each 200 %“'ﬁﬂ"' BT:ggoon . 1,600
- ‘obaceo Sean
Chl'ﬂﬁt‘lila Box . ft. 0o Po'ket Pes. ” L300
1de Tea .. va 3,000
M“g;ﬁ-':“md Ib. 600 Eerosens gallon | 1,700
Sols Leather— ‘e “ 400
‘actory
Sides
Cotton Raw " 24,000 Grour VI,
Wool Greasy . 12,1;!00
Twine Reaper » 50 1 Beet Average | 100 me. | %0
Binder - quality
Tallow uﬁm ton 11 v:::m . " Ib. a%ggg
e Lamb . " :: 600
Pork . - " 3,700
Geogr III.
Wheat . bushel | 500 Grove VIL
Flour . . . ton 48
Poltard : " 1] Tmber Fiooring
. ‘e 1 1 R
i .. | mming | vubher | 1,200 Sx'y ro0fcln.) 2
Ontimea) . | Coloninl ton 14 ox :. b
Bartey . | Englich bushel 150 8 x - 80
‘ + | Cape w 100 Weather- - 200
H&i“ . LX) " l'iooo boarda
Hay Dest Mngr.| toD 13 Oregon | 1000 1t )
Chatt Prime .. " 135 sup.
Braw Victorlan “ 26 Shelving . 10
.e bushel BG Cement +» | Portland cank 0
Potatces va ton 40 White Jead ., e ton 3
b . Victorien | bushel 10 Blaten o | Welah 1,000 H
Onlons . ton - 20 x 10
arogr TV,
Grovr VIIL
Ham 1b. 800
Bacon . " 1,200 Cream of Tartar | In kegs Ib, 400
Cheate e . 1,500 Carbonate of . toa H
Butter Besat Freoh » 0,500 Bodas
Lard .. .. | Butk .. " 200 Saltpetre Refinad "
Egge .. .. | Ondinary dox, 1,860 Hul . .- "
Honey e .. Ib. 400 Cauetie Soda e owt,
Beaswax .. . " &0 Alom vo | Lump .. ton
Condensed Mik Bsu:f‘..hM ar'nl; dox. Ib. 180 Cyuu.l.cllo of Po- . b, BTO
um
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3. Index-Numbers,—Index-numbers have been computed for each
group of commodities, as well as for all groups ocombined. These index-
awunbers are shown in the following table —

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers, 1861 to March, 1930, Qomputed with
Year 1913 as Base (= 1,000).
f +

1
' - i 0
I. 11. III. IV, V. VI ¥il. VI, All Com-
YiaB. Metats | Jute, | Agricul- | Dalry | Grocer Bullding | Chem)- | moditie
wnd Laather, tural Pro-| Produce.| les, Meat. |Materlads.| c¢als. Jcombined.
Ooal: Wool, | duce, &o,
1861 ‘. 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,009 1,043 1,030 2,030 1,834
1871 .. L0098 1257 1,238 B4 1,588 1,044 1,409 1,229
1881 .. 1,178 1,115 1012 935 1421 1,091 1,587 (B
1891 .. 885 847 1024 Ha6 1,032 838 730 1,14 s
1901 1,081 7 1,026 | 1,048 1,345 84l 017 i
i 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1612 1021 991 1,370 1,208 1,052 1357 1,057 878 1,470
118 L0486 | 1,070 Loor | 1osd | 1024 | 1252 1,128 005 .
igle 1,009 1,032 1,207 1,187 1,021 1,607 1,081 1,253 1,14¢
1815 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,520 1,138 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,504
1916 N 1,685 1,423 1,208 1,485 1,322 2515 1,401 1,780 1,604
1917 . 2,129 2,008 1,167 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,894 2171 1,462
1918 2,418 2,380 1444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2, 3,225 1,934
191% 2125 | 2,363 1,985 | 1850 | 1,518 | 2348 2,851 2,808 2,068
1920 L2089 2,624 2439 2,209 1,918 3279 3,226 2,825 1,480
1521 2,173 1,902 1,787 2,000 1,076 2,158 2,793 2,308 1,003
1022 .42 1,681 1,628 1,648 1,860 1,757 2,005 1,005 1,768
Lo23 1,828 2,148 1,778 1,837 1,746 2,578 2,085 1,033 1,944
1924 1,835 2,418 1,047 1,635 1,721 2223 LB16 1,800 1,888
L1025 1,852 L, 467 1,797 1,634 1,723 2,242 1711 1,700 1,944
192¢ 1,638 1,682 2,601 1,784 1,731 1,031 1,085 1,510 1,932
w27 1,062 1,850 1,820 1.828 1,724 2,11t 1,624 1,668 1.817
1628 1,012 1,781 1,726 1,75t 1,707 2.0t5 1,744 ' 1,702
1829 1,012 1,558 1,792 1,858 1,690 2,246 1,754 1,042 1,
LyLd—
Jan, 1,880 1,728 1,786 1,878 1,882 1,503 1,741 1,042 1,783
Fab. 1,018 1,745 1,701 L8658 1,710 1,804 1,741 1,084 1,178
March 1,413 1,714 1.603 1,822 1,709 239 L7446 1,934 1,792
Agptil 1,913 1,679 1,648 1,351 1,837 2,308 1,754 1,912 1,788
May 1,41 1,574 1,649 1,916 1,897 2,348 1,768 1,042 1,784
June 1,917 1,555 1,685 1.920 160t 2,439 1,783 1,042 A
July 1,017 1,505 1,875 1.875 1,686 2,183 1,751 1,042 1,813
Aug, .. 1.017 1.520 1,900 1,842 1,083 £2.245 1,751 1,942 1,828
Sept, .. 1,917 1.508 1.3 1,844 1,003 2,478 1,758 1,42 1,858
Oct. ., 1,915 1,373 1,871 1852 1,673 2,865 1,748 1,42 1,832
Nov, .. 1914 1,302 1,977 1.7%4 1,880 2,000 1.787 1,058 1,854
0?0 .y 1,914 1,360 1,792 1,784 1,678 2195 | - 1,800 1,958 |* 1,160
1 —
fam, .. 1.6 1,353 1,678 1,723 1,074 2192 1,787 1,942 1.21%
Feb, .. 1,017 124 1,624 1,745 1,681 2,042 1,804 1,068 1,674
March .. 1,917 1,183 1,537 1,770 1,674 21156 1.801 1,058 1,647

NOTE~Thr tigut+s given 1n this table are comparabls in the vertloal columns, but ATe nob direcily
somparable horlzontally,  The index-numbers ar. reversllile,

The index-numbers in each group have been computed with the prices
in the year 1911 as base; in other words, they show the amount which would
bave had to be expended in each of the years specified in order to purchase
what would have cost £1,000 in 1911 distributed in purchasing the rclative
quantities (indicated by the mass-unita) of the several commodities included
in such group, and in all groups respectively. Thus, in the last column the
cost of the relative quantities of the various commodities was 1,329 in 1871,
and 974 in 1901, as compared with 1,000 in 1911 and 1,803 in 1929. In other
words, prices were lower in 1911 than in either 1871 or 1929, and the pur-
chasing-power of money in 1911 was accordingly greater. Again, prices
were lower in 1901 than in 1911, and the purchasing-puwer of mwoney in the
former year was therelore greater.
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The general index-number for the year 1929 showsz an increase of 0.6
per cent. compared with that for 1928. The index-numbers computed from
the annual average wholesale prices of commeodities in the following groups
gshowed an increase as compared with those during 1928 :—Agricultural
Produce, ete. (ITL), Dairy Produce (IV.), Meat (VI}, Building Materisls
(VIL), and Chemicals (VIIL), while the index-numbers of prices of Jute,
Leather, Wool, etc. (II}, and Groceries (V.) declined. The main increases
were—Meat, 11.5 per cent., Dairy Produce, 5.8 per cent., and Agricultural
Produce, 3.8 per cent. The average prices of Jute, Leather, Wool, ete.
{Gronp IL.), showed a decline of 12.6 per cent., mainly dueto the fall in the
price of wool. The variation in prices of commodities in the other groups
during the two years was not sufficient to afiect the index-numbers to any
great extent.

The monthly index-numbers show the movement of prices from January,
1929, to March, 1930. Prices of the commodities included in the following
groups—Jute, Leather, Wool, etc., Agricultural Produce, Dairy Produce,
and-Meat fluctuated considerably during the period under review, with a
distinet downward tendency during the later months.

The decline in the prices of commeodities included in Group II. was fairly
constant during the pertod under review., The main factor in reducing
the price-level here was the low price of wool. The downward tendency
commenced during May and continued, with slight variations, to the end
of the period. Cotton, leather, bran bags, cornsacks, woolpacks and tallow
were lower in price in December, 1929, than at the beginning of the year.
The general movement in prices of Agricultural Produce was downward
until June. There was a sharp upward turn during July, and the peak
was reached in November. The abnormal increase in the price of potatoes
due to short supply on account of floods and failure of crops was the main
contributing factor towards the increaze in this index-number. Prices of
potatoes commenced to fall during December and normal prices were recorded
during the following months. Wheat prices were lower during the period
—January to Jupe—than during the seven months ending January, 1930,
A noticeable decline in price was recorded during February and March,
1930. Onions were exceptionally high in price during August to October.
The variations in the price-levels for Dairy Produce were mainly due to
fluctuations in the prices of butter and eggs. Butter was highest in price
in January, 1929, and lowest during January, February and March, 1930,
The price of meat was increased considerably in March, 1929, and after
slight fluctuations peak prices were resorded in September. A sharp decline
occurred in November. Prices increased slightly in December and January
but decreased during February, 1930. The increase in the price-level for
Building Materials (Group VIL.) in December and succeeding months was
due to the higher prices recorded for timber.

Prices of metals and coal, groceries, and chemicals did not fluctuate
greatly during the fifteen months under review.
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4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels,—The following table gives
the index-numbers for the four quarters of 1929 and the first quarter
of 1930 :—

Melbo'rrne Wholesale Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers for 1020 and First Quarter, 1030

Index Numbers,
o Ho. of

ronp. Cotn- . . s

modtien,| "ot AR | W) % ) e
Mareh, Juna, Bept,, Doe,, March,

1929, 1929, 1029. 1629 1930,
1. Metals and Coal .. “e 4 1,005 1,914 1,817 1,914 1,917
I1. Jute, Leather, Wool, &o. va 10 1,729 1,603 1,511 1,378 1,287
TII. Agrioulturst Produce N i 1,696 1,468 1,902 1,98 1,612
IV. Dalry Produoce .. s ¢ 1,856 1,806 1,854 1,810 1,747
¥. Grocerles .. . .. 21 1,700 1,601 1,687 1,670 1,476
VI, Meat . . . 5 2065 2,395 2,300 2,200 2,128
YII. Bullding Materials .. s 10 1,743 1,761 1,762 1,782 1,801

¥III. Chemieals .. . .. T 1,936 1,948 1,942 1,052 1,852 -

All Groups (¢) .. o 2 1,788 1,794 1832 1,790 1,680

(a) Welghted avorage.

5. Variations since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1929, and
for each month from January, 1929, to March, 1930, are shown in the
following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war,
asg base (==1,000) for each group :--

Melbourne Wholeszle Prices, Index-Numbers, July 1914, Years 1915 to 1629, and Monthly
Jannary, 1929, to March, 1830. (Base—July, 1914 = 1,000}.

w2 | 0 |y | v ||
etals | ,JV10 N alry ulidiog| & .00y All
Perlod, and »| cultural | Pro- |Grocerfes.| Beat. | Mater- | “1OM" | Gran
Coal, ‘:fg[’ Produce.| duce. ials, cals, pe.
July 1914 .. 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,008 1,000 1,009
¥Year 1016 . 1,188 934 2024 1,272 1,098 1,602 L 144 1,400 1,408
L, 1018 L. 1630 | 187 | 1180 | 1236 | 12¢8 | Lss1| L | yLms | 13s
" 1917 te1e | Usail | losa | 1181 a0zl a8 | y7e2 il 2341 | 1,458
. 1918 2,197 2,824 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,605
» 161% 1,830 2,169 1,868 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801
1920 2,081 2,430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,044 2,764 2,178
ooHel 1974 | 1 1,063 | 1,863 | 1,016 ] 1,831 | 2485 ] 2,240 | 1.868
o922 1,763 1643 | 1,623 | 1,370 | 1811 1,W2| 1,830 ) 1,817 | 1,641
o 1928 1,458 1,072 1,604 1,527 1.043 1,580 1,848 1,836 1,704
. 1924 1,667 | 2,220 | 1,541 | 1376| L668| 1,371 Lo58 | 1,781 | 1,658
w 1925 1,682 | 1,808 | 1,681 | 1,380 | 1670 | 1,384 | 1682 | L7461 1617
. 1928 1,760 1,453 1,878 1,483 1,677 191 1.5 1,771 L0068
T 1,782 | LGS L7 1,518 1 1,673 | 3,802 ) 482 820 | 1,509
oo1e2E L. 1,787 | 1,635 ] 1,661 | 1,458 X 1,242 | 1,500 | L1878 [ 1571
3 1920 .. 1,737 1,428 1,877 1,640 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,805 1,681
1928~
Janunar va 1,716 1,667 1,671 |- 1,661 1,630 1,174 1,589 1,804 1,672
Febnm;y . 1,737 | n602 | 1502 1,553 | 1,057 | 1,68 | 1,500 1,388 | 1,558
Mateh | .. 1,787 1,578 1.601 1,615 1,066 1,479 1,604 L.58¢ 1,571
Aprhl m 1,78% 1,642 1,541 1,539 1,635 1,479 1,601 1,804 1,576
mgy . 1,796 | 1445 | 1,643 | 1,698 | 1,844 1,448 1812 | 1,804 | 1,564
June . 1,741 1,428 1,576 1,506 1,638 1,504 1,808 1,804 1577
Tuly o) Umsa| 1ssy| 10765 | Lsse| 1684 | L3de | 1588 | 1804 | 1500
August s 1,741 1,305 1,778 1,532 1,681 1,386 1,508 1,804 1,600
September . . 1,741 1,985 1,608 1,533 1,641 1,626 1,606 1,894 1,620
Oc{ober va 1,789 1,261 1,844 1,540 1,626 1,468 1,605 1,894 1,508
November .. 1,738 1,278 1,850 1,492 1,028 1,204 1,685 1,909 1,682
Detember .. 1,788 1,257 | - 1,677 1,484 1,626 1,364 1,643 1,000 1,643
1430—
January .. 1,740 1,242 1,689 1,434 1,623 1,352 1,040 1,804 1,508
February .. 1,741 1,188 1,520 1,451 1,620 1,271 1,847 1,909 1,487
Maroh . .. U7an | Yose: wado ! Taral vese | 1804 | Yeas ! 1ves | i
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6. Seasonal Fluctnations,—In order to show the seasonal fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter
of the year 1929. These are given in the following table, first, computed
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year
1929 as base. Corresponding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groceries and cost of housing) have been included for
comparative purposes, )

WMelbonras Wholesale and Retail Prices-—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1929,
Jm:. Aptil July [FTT Whols
March. .h:;:e. Sebgt, Dt‘ec:.:. Yeat.

Partioulars.

Wholesale Price [ndex-Numbers wich LYLL as Lase

(== 1000} e L. - ‘e . 1,788 1,704 1,582 1,780 1,805
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with average for

1929 as base (= 1,000) .. . ‘. . ovl 095 1018 098 1,000
Ratall Price (Food, Groceries, and Cozt of House Rent)

Index-Numbere with average lar 1029 as bace { = 1 000) P04 1.002 L.002 1.002 1.008

The results evidence a greater variation in wholesale prices than in retail
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices moved
uniformly in an upward direction. Wholesale prices showed a decline
in the fourth quarter while retail prices remained stationary. The reduction
in retail prices commenced in December, and a marked decline was recorded
in the first quarter, 1930.

7. Prices, 1928 and 1928.—In Section 1, Appendix, detsils are given
of the nverage wholeaale prices of the particular brands of commoditics used in
computing the index numbers in the years 1928 and 1929. Corresponding
information for previous years as far back as 1871 was given in the
Appendixzes to previous Reports,

§ 2. Retail Pricea—Food, Groceries, and Rent.

1. Roneral.—Information regarding the methods adopted for the com-
putation of retail price index-numbers showing variations in the purchasing
power of money and in the prices of separate groups of items of expenditure
such as food, groceries, and housing has been furnished in various issues
of the Labour Reports and Bulleting, and an analysis of the theory upon
which the caleulation of the index-numbers is based was given in Report
No. 1. Complete underatanding of the latter analysis was, perhaps, some-
what difficult for the ordinary reader, and it has been thought desirable
to review briefly the methods adopted by the Bureau, not from a mathe-
matical or technical standpoint, but from a popular point of view.

In the first place it i3 necessary to point out that any determination of
expenditure on living depends on three elements, viz. :—

(a} The particular series of commodities consumed.
_{5) The relative quantities consumed.
{(c) The price of the commeodities.

A change in any one of these elements may result in a variation in the
expenditure on living. The first two of shese elements, which together
constitute what is called the standard of living, are, of course, subject to
individual control, so that the standard varies not only from time to time
and as between nation and nation, but as between localities and classes, and
in the last analysis between individuals. The third element is not subject
to individual control, and the price of any commodity measures or expresses
the value in exchange between the unit of money, ie., in the case of
Anstralia, the sovercign, and the particular commodity in question. From
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period to period the prices of some commodities may increase, and of
others decrease, the variations in price being often not in the same
direction and usually not of the same degree. The purchasing power
of the sovereign expressed in relation to any particular commodity varies
according to the rise and fall in the price of that commedity, and since the
variations in price are not identical, a different result will be obtained
according to the particular commodity considered. For this reason, if it be
desired to obtain a general result, recourse must be had to some suitable
group of commodities, and as the figures obtained will be affected to some
extent by the relative quantities used of each commodity included in the group,
it becomes necessary, in order to obtain satisfactory returns, to determine
approximately the relation between these quantities, In other words
it i necessary to determine in some suitable manner the first two of the
elements indicated above, viz.:—{a) the particular seriez of commodities
consurned, and () the relative quantities consumed. That is to say
before any investigation can be made as to the effect on the cost
of living of variations in prices, it is essential that some suitable
and definite standard of living be detecmined. When this Las been
astabliahed it becomes possible to iuvestigate the effect of variations in prices
on the cost of living, i.e., on the amount aecessary to purchase a composite
unit, or groap of commadities constituting the definite atandard or regimen
which serves as the basis for comparisona.

It cannot be too explicitly stated that the investigations of the Bureau
are not directly concerned in any change in the standard of living, whether
due to variation in prices or to other causes. The object of the investiga-
tions i3 to measure the variation in the average rotail price levels, that is,
the variation in the cost of definite quantities of certain commodities, and
the inquiries are ook, in any way directly concerned with the question of
how far people change their standard of living on account of change in these
price lovels.

2. The Razimen or Composite Unit.—The selection of the commodities
to be included in the investigations was made after an exhaustive
jnquiry as to the relative quantity or extent to which each item is on the
average consumed. After due investigation it was decided to collect retail
prices of 46 items of food and groceries. The items making up this
“ compogite unit " were divided into three groups, viz. :—(i) groceries and
bread, (ii} dairy produce, and (iii) meat. Particulars relating to cost of
a fourth group, housing, are also collected. The -cost of these four
groups covers about 60 per cemt. of the tois]l expenditure of a normal
famuly.

The relative extent to which the commodities included in the compesite
nnit were consumed was ascertained by an investigation of the average
production for Australia and the average export and import returns for a
period of five years,
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it

The constituktion of the

bR

composite unit ”’ i3 shown hereunder. The
represent the proportionate consumption by the Australian
community of the articles included.

* mags-units

Retail Prices. - Componite Unit.

Commodity oz Unle of " Mags Commodliy or Unit, of * Mass
e, Quantty. Unls,” Service. Qunniity. Uit
Grour I.—GROCERIES (JFOLODING BREAD), Grovp [IT—-MAsT,
L. Bread - .. . 21b ioaf 468 24. Bect, sirloin .. 1%, o7
2. Flour, ordinacy .. | 25 M, bags il 27, Neet, Hb ., .. " %
3 Tea ‘e .. 1, 80 2B. Beet Ik .. - 12
4. Colles .. e ' 2 29, Deet. shin . " 14
5. 8pgar - .. " 460 30. Daef, stoak, rump " 1]
6. Rice e . " 6O al. Bcef sbeak, shoulder " 53
7. Sago . .. " a 32, Beol stank, stewlng " 43
§. Jam . .o . 73 34. lleef, corned round " E1
9. Oatmenl .. e - 1.3 34. Beef, brigket, with
16, Ralalns .. .. " 14 bone .. . " 11
11. Currania .. I - 14 85, Beol, brieket, without
12. Biarch . . “ 1 bous .. e - ag
13, Blus .. . doz, eqe, ¥ A8, Mution, leg .. " "
14, Condley .. . b, 14 4%, Mutton, ahonlder .. " 62
I5. Boap .. . " a4 38. Mutton, loin e " 0
I8, Potatoes .. . 14 Lba. 94 390, Muttoll neck . " 4n
17. Onlina . . 1b. a3 46. Mutmn chopa, loin " [}
{8 Kerscoe .. gallon 17 41, Mutt.on chops, teg - 15
42, Mutum chopa neck . al
' Tl 5 botke ek ; H
- 'or ] oa -
Grour L—DaRY PrOGUOTS, 45, Pork, belty __ » ln%
46. Pork, chiopas .. - 8
[, Milk . .. quarc 300
20. Butter .. .. b, 05
21, Cheess . ‘e " 15 Guore 1V.—HoUsING.
22. Eggs ‘. ve dozen L8 .
£3. Baoon, middle s lb. 18
24, Bacon, shoulder .. " 1] 47. House Aceommodn-
26. Ham . .. - ! tion N week I LT

3. Collection of Data.—The retail prices of the commodities included in
the “ composite uunit” are collected from representative retail establish-
ments in each of the five principal towns in each State (30 towns in all),
The registers of traders are forwarded to the Burean by the Government
Statisticians of each State. The prices are obtained from about ten trades-
people in each town in respect to the various items in the regimen, The
prices are in all cases, except Group IV., Housing, the predominant prices,
or the price at which the bulk of the particular article is sold. In the case
of Group IV., house agents are required to furnish average rentals of ocoupied
houses. The tradespeople and agents who supply the information are
carefully selected to ensure accurate and representative figures for the
district as a whole. It may here be pointed out that every care is exercised
in the collection and computation of the price data. Returns are queried
and referred for verification when there is any reason to doubt the accuracy
of the informatien supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of the
commodities is scrutinized as a check on information indicating marked
increases ot decreases in refail prices.
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4. Method of Computation.—The method by which the *index-

numbers?” are compiled is briefly described hereunder :—

(@} The prices of the various articles as aupplied by the several trades-
people in each section are “ averaged,” and represent
“ average predominant retail prices ruling at the 15th of each
month.” The average rent is computed quarterly from returns
received from representative house agents.

() These '‘ averaged ” prices are then “ weighted ” by a number
represeuting their relative importance in the household con-
gumption. The * composite unit ” shows not only the list of
articles, but the relative * weight” given to each. These
“ weights " represent the approzimate relative anmual con-
sumption of the commodities set forth, It follows, therefore,
that a small rise in the heavily-weighted arficles would be
immediately reflected in the resultant total, while s compara-
tively big rise in the lower-weighted commodities has little
effect,

»”

(¢) The ** weighted aggregate cost ” at s particular point of time
resuiting from the above operations compared with the
“ weighted aggregate cost” of an exactly similar series of
commodities for another point, represents the variation over
the intervening period. For convenience of comparison the
whole of the * aggregates” are related to the aggregate cost
of the corresponding series in the six capital cities for a specified
period and this latter aggregate is made equal to 1,000, The
fact that they are all zelated to the one base renders the
resultant index-numbers comparable throughout.

Until recently the basic period was the year 1911. Owing to the great
change in price-level gsinge 1911, many countries have adopted a post-war
period as base, and for Australia the period 1923-1927 has been adopted |
recently for this purpose, although the old basis is still frequently used,

The method outlined above by which the Bureau compiles ita index-
numbers was adopted after full and exhaustive investigations into the
methods followed in various countries throughout the world. The aystem
is mathematically sound, and has the endorsement of world-wide authoritiea
a8 a simple and effective means of measuring price variations over a period
of time. It should be noted that the prices being treated in the same way
in respect of every date of collection, and the * composite unit ** being kept
constant, the method adopted provides a true index of the variations in
prices as between any given dates.

The care taken by the Buresu to check the information received snsures
that the prices and rentals are acourate, and represent those actually
prevailing at the time when the returns are obtained.
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A certain amount of misapprehension appears to exist in regard to the
meaning and purpose of the retail price index-numbers issued by the
Bureau. This is due in great measure to the fact that a more or less
definite wage value has been attributed to them by industrial tribunals
throughout Australia, and more particularly by the Commonwealth Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration.

The wage value given to the index-numbers is, of course, a matter for
which the Bureau is in no way responsible. The Bureau does not, by
virtue of its index-numbers, determine either the ** cost of living > or what
a fair “* basic wage > should be.

The purpose of the index-numbers is to provide a ready and effective
means of measuring average retail price variations at stated periods of
time,

5. Investigations Concerning Retail Prices.—(i) General.—Investigations
concerning retail prices are made by the Bureau in respect of the following
matters :—

{¢) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns.

{b) Quarterly variations in retail prices and house rent in 30 towns.

(¢) Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing and miscellaneous
expenditure in 30 towns.

(3) Annual variations in retail prices and house rent in 200 towns.

(¢) Intermittent Householders’ Budget Inquiries,

In earlier Reports the results of comprehensive investigations concerning
prices and price-indexes for past years were published, and an account
was given of the methods used in the collection of dats and the computation
of resulta.

In the year 1912, the first series of index-numbers based on the methods
described were published, covering the years 1901 to 1912. The publication
of these index-numbers has since been continued quarterly for each of
the five principal towns in each of the Btates of the Commonwealth.

(ii) Price-Indexes for 200 Towns.—Prior to 1912 investigations were mads
concerning the pricc-indexes in the capital cities only, but for 1812 and sub-
sequent years monthly inquiries have been extended to the 30 towns
indicated above. An investigation as to variation in price-indexes
for 100 Australian towns was carvied ount for the months of November,
1913, and November, 1914. From 1915 to 1922 the number of
towns from which such returns were collected annually was increased
from 100 to 150, and from November, 1923, the number was further
raized to 200. The resuits of the investigations for November of
each year from 1913 to 1928 have heen published in various
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issues of the Report. The general agreement of the various results shows that
the index-numbers for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1912, and
for the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, fairly indicate the variationsin
the coat of food, groceries, and housing in each State and throughout Australia.

(iii.) Householders Budgets.—The first collection of these was made in
1810-11, and the resnlta, which covered a period of twelve months, were pub-
lished in December, 1911. A second was made during 1913 for the month
of November only, and results were given in a special report, entitled “Labour
Report, No, 4, Expenditure on Living in the Commonwealth, November,
1933.” In September, 1917, the Government of Western Australin ap-
pointed a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of
life in that State. Under the authority of this Commission budgets were
obtained from householders sliowing their weekly expenditure in detail.
The Commeonwealth Statistician undertook the necessary analysis of the
returns, and the report, when completed, was forwarded to the Weatern
Auatralian Government, at whose request it was published in Labour Report
No. 9, pp. 63-71. '

(iv.) Special Investigatrons,—During recent years, in connexion with
Arbitration Court proceedings, the question has been raised of the cost of
living in certuin country towns and districts as compared with the cost in
the towns usually covered by the investigations of the Bureau. In order
to ascertain the necessary particulars, inquiries were made in various towns
and localities, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the
tribunals concerned.

(v.} Investigations by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.—In
December, 1919, the Commonwealth Governimnent appointed a Commission
conristing of three representatives of Employers’ Organizations, and three
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair-
man. The terms of the Commission and other particulare in regard to
findings, etc., are given in this Report.

6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1929.—(i.) General.—Indox
numbers, computed separately for each group of commodities and services
included in the investigation, as well ag the weighted averuge for all groupe
together, for the capital city of vach State are shown in the next table.
In this table the weighted aggregate expenditure for the whole of the capital
cities in 1911 for each group or combination is taken as base {= 1,000), and
the.figures for the separate citiea give the relative cost of the regimen. 'T'hese
indéx-numbers are comparable 1o &ll respects within the limits of a group
or combination, since within such limits they show not only the variations
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from year to ycar in each city, hut comparisons also as to the relative cost
in Lhe different citiea for the same year or for different Vears:
Hetail Price Index-Nombers—Capital Cities, 1507 to 1929.
The index-sumbere ¢ivel in the eeparate groups of the table cannot be compared with each other in

order to show the relative cost of (8aF) hoviing, and food and groceries, sloce the welghted avetage com
for the six citdes tnken togetherin 1811 in eacn weonp or combioation 13 made equal to 1,000,

Tawn, 1907, | 191l | leid. l 1921, | 1025, ‘ 1wee. | ezt I 1928, ‘ 1929,
GrOUP [—GROCERIES,
Byduey . . 904 | 1,018 | 1112 | 1,876 | 1,664 | 1,905 | 1,870 | 1,747 | 1,060
Melbourns . . 817 024 000 | 1,807 { 1,727 1,767 | 1,888 { 1,583 | 1,753
Drisbane . . 965 | 1,087 1,076 | 1,958 | 1,836 1,938 | 1,787 | Le8u | 1,800
Adelatde .. ‘e 203 958 | LUBL | 1907 | L770 | 1814 | 1,719 | 1,584 | 1,724
Patih .. . 1,013 | 1,278 | 11181 1,055 | 1,770 | 1,819 1,684 | 1,708 | 1,797
Hobart v . 838 [ 1,003 | 1,07 | G927 | LT84 | 3,007 | 1,602 | 1,842 | 817
Welghted Average {2} ., B85 § 1,000 | 1,002 | 1,937 LTey | 1,888 | 1,760 | 1,003 | 1,630
Grove 1I.—DalRY PRGLUOB.
Bydney .. D32 971 | L,i19 | L2828 | 1618 | 1,768 1,518 | 1,807 | 1,838
clbourne ‘e e §07 258 | 1LOT5 1,840 | 1,683 | 1,840 [ 1,717 | 1,963 | 1,608
Rrivbane . . 837 983 eos | 1,084 | 1640 | 1,851 | 1,867 | 1,624 | 1,844
Adelarde o . 28 1,103 { 1,194 | 1,723 | 1,622 | 1,681 | 1,716 | L6038 | 1,704
Perth .. ol L200 | 1,241 | 1,244 | 1951 | 80 | 1,746 | 1,748 | 1,748 | 1,790
Hobart . e 153 9 | 1,177 | 1,648 | 2,484 | 1,054 | 1,673 | 1,630 | 1,682
Walghted Average (o)} .. e55 | t000 | 1,108 | LBIS | L6800 | 1,717 | 1,751 | 1,720 | 1,758
1
Groop II.—MELT.
Bydney . Ve 204 9560 1,280 ) LA38 | 1,888 | 1,740 ] 1,838 | 1,082 ] 2045
Melbourne o . 1,067 029 230 1 1,972 | 1,059 | 1,852 | 1,865 | 1B74 | 1,971
Rrlcbane .. .. 1,024 935 | 1160 | 1719 | 1,765 | 1088 | 1,008 | 10881 1,578
Adelaide . v | <1068 1,087 | 1,602 | 2,007 | 2,103 | 2,160 | 2,186 | 2,285 | 2,360
Perth ‘e v 1,511 1,677 1,088 | 2,018 | L2432 | 2071 | 2030 ] 2,534 | 2997
Hobart . . 1,879 L221 L4098 | 2,82 | 2,286 | 2,201 | 2,097 l,u?ﬁ 2,022
Weighted Average o) .. LUT4 | 1,000 | 1,323 | 1984 | 1,980 | 1,852 | 1,878 | 1,872 | 2,092
Growrs 1., TL, anp II1. COMBIRED.—FO00 ARD (IROOBRIES.
Bydney .. N #36 980 1,160 1,898 { 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,848 | 1,826 | 1,044
sibourne . ' B28 635 | L0891 | 1,001 | 1,748 | 1,794 ] 1,782 | 1,684 | 1,795
Brishane .- i 47 | 1L,018 | ro7a | Ls12 | L1734 | 1,788 | 1880 | 1,871 | 1,701
Adelaide - .. 'L ] L0200 | 1,215 | 1008 | 1240 | L8880 [ L8101 ) 1,775 ) 1,347
Perth . .. 1,197 1,346 1,802 1,996 | 1,938 | 1,806 | 1796 1,832 | 1,838
Hubart . .. 1 1,010 | toee | 1,212 | 2026 | 1,810 808 | 1,788 | 1,727 | 1,883
Weghted Average (9) .. 8556 | 1,000 | 1,144 Lio2 | 1,785 | 1,620 { 1,789 | 1,701 | 1,866
GROUP 1V.~~HoUsiNg (WRIGHTRD AFERAGH 4 AND 5 ROOMS),
Sydney . - o6y | 1,145 | 1,243 1 1,617 | LB7o | 1,928 § 1,814 | 1,888 | 1,000
Helbourne .. .. T4 931 1,027 | 1,240 | k604 | 1,895 LTI0 ] 4,778} 1,798
Briabane .. - 489 810 62 R 1,185 | 1,333 | 1,381 | 1,472 | 1,375
Adelobde e .. 835 | 1,155 | 1,071 | L322 | 1,676 1,516 | 1,540 | 1,672 1,811
Perth .. .. Ti0 B5Y 063 | 1, 20 | 1,340 | 1,400 507 | 1,530 | 1,501
Rubart o .- 481 780 847 1,441 | L6490 | 1,028 | 167 | 1,695 | 1,524
Welghted Average (&) .. 813 | 1,000 | 1,082 | L4310 | 1,647 | 1,077 | L8¢ | 1749 | 1,754
AuL QROUPS COMBINED,—Fo0D, GROCERIZS, sND Housixa,

Bydney . . 948 | 1,048 | 1,188 | 1,798 | 1,817 | 1,852 | 1,834 | 1,842 { 1,030
Metbourne .. .e 857 $34 | 1,067 1,600 | 1,604 | 1,744 | 1,724 | 1,719 | 1,703
Urlshane . .. 785 805 u50 | L6198 | 1,521 | 1.617 | 1,500 | 1,550 | 1,570
Adelaide .. o 905 | Love | b6k | 1087 | L1741 | 1,738 | 1,728 | 1,736 | 1,783
Perth .. o 1,029 1,162 L1758 Lo 1,714 § 1717 | 1.687 | 1,758 | 1,504
Hobart . .. an 988 | 1,075 | L8006 | 1,750 1 1,778 | 1,710 | L6855 | 1,717
Welghted Average (o) .. 800 | 1,000 | 1,021 | LPIT | 1,783 | 1,772 | 1,749 | 1,756 | 1,824

Nole.—An {o bavis of indez-numbers tee remarks on previons pages.
14} For all capital citles.
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(ii) Groceries (18 Commodities).—The index-number for this group was
higher in 1929 than in 1928 in all the capital cities. The increase for all
cities in 1929 compared with 1928 amonnted to 11.0 per cent. ; compared
with 1911 there has been an increase of 83.9 per cent. The average cost
in 1929 of the commodities included was highest in Sydney and lowest in
Adelaide.

(iii) Dairy Produce (7 Commodities)—~The index numbers for this group
were higher for 1929 than for 1928 in all the capital cities of the Common-
wealth, The index-number for all the cities in 1929 was 1.9 per cent. higher
than in 1928, and 75.3 per cent. higher than in 1911. The average cost
in 1929 of the commodities waa highest in Syduey and lowest in Brisbane.

(iv.) Meat (21 Cuts or Joinls of Bulcher’'s Meat),—The index-numbers
for this group in 1929 were higher than in 1928 in all capitals with the
exception of Brisbane. The index-number of all the cities in 1929 was
3 per cent. higher than in 1928, and 103.2 per cent. higher than in 1911. |
The average cost for 1929 of the commodities included was highest in Adelaide
and lowest in Brisbane.

(v.) Food and Groceries (Groups 1., I1., and I1X1. combined).—The index-
numbers in this table show the aggregate effect of movements in prices of
groceries, dsiry produce, and meat, There was an increase in 1929 aa
compared with 1928 in all the capital cities. Taking the weighted average
for all the capitals, the prices of the 46 items of food and groceries were
6.0 per cent. higher in 1529 than in 1928 and 86.6 per cent. higher then in
1911. The average cost of these items for 1929 was highest in Sydney and
lowest in Brisbane.

(vi) Housing.—The cost of housing increased in four capital cities during
1929, viz.,, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth, and decreased in
Adelaide and Hobart. The weighted average increase for the six capitals
in 1929 compared with 1928 was 0.6 per cent. The increase in cost in 1929
conipared with 1911 for the six capitals considered as & whole was 76.4
per cent. In 1928 the cost of housing was greatest in Sydney and lowest
in Brisbane.

{vii.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined.—The weighted average
index-numbers for the six capitals considered as a whole for the combined
expenditure upon these items show an increase.of 3.9 per cent. in 1929
compared with 1923, and an increase of 82.4 per cens. compared with
1911, The cost of the combined items was higher in 1929 than in 1928
in all of the capital cities of the Commonwealth. The average cost was
highest in Sydney and lowest in Brisbane.
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In 1907, 1911 and 1914 the index-number for Perth for all groups combined
was higher than for any other capital ¢ity. For the year 1921 the index-
number for Hobart was the highest, and for the years 1925 to 1929
inclusive the index-number for Sydney was higher than for any other
capital city.

7. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—From and after the first
quarter of 1925, the basis employed in computing the variations in honsing
costs has been amended to accord with a resolution of the Conference of
Statisticians of Australia and New Zealand, held in Adelaide in August,
i924. The conclusion then reached was that *“ for purposes of computing
price-levels in respect of rent, it is desirable tliat houses of four and five
rooms only be taken into account.”

Up to that date the practice followed -in computing the retail price
index-number had been to take inte account the rentals of all houses
ranging from bthose of four rooms and under to those of seven rooms and
upwards. In respect to rent this practice was, to some extent, a departure
from the principle adopted with regard to prices of food and groceries, ie,,
that of taking the price of the predominant type of commodity, inasmuch
as the rent of houses of other than the predominant type hod been included.
The Census of 1921 disclosed the fact that while houses having five rooms
predominated in some towns, in others the houses of four rooms predominated,
Houses of four rooms represented 24 per cent. of the total dwellings, while
those of five rooms represented 29 per cemt : the two types together -repre-
senting 53 per cent. of the total. While the tables which included rent
of all houses have been replaced in Labour Reports issued since the date
mentioned and ir the present issue by those including rent of houses of
four and five rooms, the computation of index-numbers for food, groceries,
and rent of all houses in the 30 towns of the Commonwealth has been
made, quarterly and annually, for the use of the Commonwealth Court of
Conciliation and Arbitration and the parties interested in Awards and
Variations of Awards made by that Court, and the results have heen
published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics, and are shown
in Appendix VII of this Report for each quarter of the years 1925 to 1929,

8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1925 to 1929.—The following tables give
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more imporiant towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, dex-
nnmbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
housing. These are now computed to the same base as the index-numnbers
relating to the six capital cities, which go back to the year 1901
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Botaii Price lndex-Numbers 30 Towus, 1925 to 1920 : Weizghted Averagu of
Camtal Cities in 1911 as Base () (= 1,0001,

N .8.W.—15DRX-NOWBENS. VIOTORIA. 1% DEX-N UxBERY
Y 1 E g e |T. g : g -

= ] = = A E-1N z z 8 ?tre S5E

S e 2|2 E[265) 24 8| 2|5 95

s = = ] . = r = R}

Pl 2] £ & F (22| % l El 2| & |58 Exs

FouD AND GROCERIEZ—48 COMMODITIER.

W25 v } LT85 | 1,801 | 2,105 ! 785 | 1,720 | 1,794 | L7488 ) 1,763 | 1,779 | 1,730 | 1,721
108 Lo LBGT | 1L,A50 | 2,117 | 1L,a5) | 1,700 1LETL 1,774 | 1,812 | 1,802 | 1,741 | 1,755
19027 oo | 1840 | 1,832 | 2,154 | 1,841 | 17RO 1,852 1 1,782 | 1,764 | 1,571 | 1,728 | 1,097
1928 .. L8268 | L,B1D | 2156 | 1,560 | 1,768 | 1,834 | 1,684 | 1,720 | 1,726 } 1,703 | 1660
1929 oo P 0,948 | 1,697 | 2,209 | 1,955 | 1,870 | 0,953 | 4,795 | 1,840 | 1,962 [ 1,805 | 1,770

1928 ket Qir. | 1,853 | 1,828 | 2,204 | 1,852 ) 3,740 1
2o, | 1,844 ] ),823] 2,158 | 1,858 | 3,785 | ) 5
nd ,, | 1810 1,814 | 2,129 [ 3,840 | 1,771 | 1,810} 1,058 | 4,725 | 1,724 | 1,087 | 1,863
th | LB18 | 1,811 | 2,131 | 1,840 | 1,749 {1 T

1020 1st Qtr. | 1,053 | 1,012 | 2,271 | 1,947 | 1,898 { 1,058 | 1,773 | 1,802 | 1,841 | 1,792 | 1,708
end ,, |1,033 | 1,870 | 2,284 | 1,035 | 1,848 | 1,987 | 1,800 | 1,812 | 1,832 11,784 | 1,710
Srd ,, |1,041 | 1,886 | 2,269 } 1,051 | 1,850 | 1,045 | 1,800 | 1,866 | 5,888 | 1,809 11,810
4th ,, |1.065 | 1,011 | 2,842 [ 1,088 | 1,884 | 1,070 | 1,B00 | 1,825 [ 1,801 | 1,835 ; 1,844

1920,

January .. {1,052 11,021 | 2,208 | 1,077 | 1,007 | 1,058 | 1,705 | 1,708 | 1,857 | 1,700 | 1,724
February .. | 1,073 11,931 | 2,261 | 1,957 | 1,914 | 1,070 | 1,762 | 1,828 | 1,847 | 1,804 | 1,709
March « | 1,086 | 1,883 | 2,254 | 1,008 | 1,873 | 1,038 | 1,700 | 1,785 | 1,820 (1,774 | 1,600
ﬁ];ﬂl .. | L9681 | 1,893 | 2,287 | 1,848 | 1,800 | 1,963 | 1,801 | 1,802 | 1,842 | 1,780 | 1,727

¥ .. 1,010 11,877 | 2,272 | 1,027 { 1,868 | 1,017 | 1,742 | 1,610 | 1,821 | 1,784 | 1,711
June . 1,926 | 1,807 | 2,202 | 1,931 | 1,816 | 1,933 | 1,806 { 1,825 | 1.891 | 1,778 | 1,720
July + 1017 11,876 | 2,277 | 1,030 | 1,830 | 1,022 11,792 | 1,848 | 1,804 : 1,803 | 1,
August .. ] 1,938 { 1,880 | 2,314 | 1,040 | 1,841 | 1,042 | 1,767 {1,847 | 1,8 1,811 | 1,808

50
Secgt.ember o 1,868 § 1,900 | 2,307 | 3,975 £ 1,850 | 1,071 [ 1,810 | 1,874 | 1,885 | 1,812 | 1,823
October

2,01
November .. | 2,014 | 1,067 | 2,887 | 2,087 | 1,085 2
December .. | 1,960 | 1,832 2,304 | 1,012 | 1,823 . 1,860 | 1,736 | 1,84% | 1,834 | 1,800 | 1,786
I

HOUSING~—{WEIGHTED AVURAGE & AND 5 ItooMa).

1985 - PLET0 L 654 1 1000 | 1,687 | 1,378 1,823 ) 1,604 { 1,034 | 1,059 ! 1,323 | 1,222
1928 obusze | vevs | nror | Lran ] a7 | L7ea ] hoos | oz | Baed ! Usen | 3,210
1627 oo p 181 1737 | G188 | 1L861 ] 1,416 | 1,787 ] 1710 1,091 1,288 | 1,631 | 1,208
1928 .. F1,868 | 1,781 | 1,147 | 1,935 | 3,447 1,830 | 1,778 | 1,108 | 1,207 I 1,802 | 1,369
1929 Lo F0e00 | 0,769 | 1,145 | 2,028 | 1,438 | 0,867 | 1,783 ] 1,152 | 1,935 1 1599 | 1,288
1928 e Qur. | L,Be7 ] 1,770 ] 1,146 | o7y | 131} nBs0l 1,770 ] 085 | 1,290 1 1,017 ) 1,357
o0, | 2882 | 17s8 | Ll4o 1,070} 1as | 1880 ) 178G | 1,092 | 1207 | 1. 1100
Sl ,, | 68083 1,788 | 1,147 | 1,885 | 463 | 1,340 | 1,778 ¢ 1,104 { 1,305 | 1,607 | 1,300
b, LBGU L 13707 1,147 | 1,040 ] 1403 | 1,840 1,?75‘ 1,132 1,204 | 1,507 | 1,380
1920 1st Qer. 1,802 1,774 | 1,148 2,002 | 1,446 [ 1,860 1,791°| 1,150 [ 1,339 11,589 ' 1.980
ond , (1,807 1,974 [1,145 2,082 1,448, 1,866 | 1,786 | 1,150 | 1,341 ' 1,534 1,380
3ed ,, {1,905 1,774 |1,144 2,087 ' 10418, 1,872 | 1792 110150 1 1,920 1,526 | 1,880
sth ,, {1,905 1754|1144 2,089 1,446 1,871 [1,788 1,158 , 1,332 1503 15,412

Foop, GrRoOERIRS, aND UoWeIRaG,

1025 .- | 1,817 | 1,746 | 1,601 | 1,740 | 1,500 | 1,806 | 1,804 | 1,480 | 1,520 | 1,677 | 1,583
1zé oo | 1,862 | 1,793 | 1,785 | 1,610 | 1,666 | 1,842 | 1,744 | 1,515 | 1,574 | 1,680 | 1,551
1927 L 1,834 11,708 ] 1,770 1 1,848 | 1,644 | 1,828 0 1,724 | 14921 1,580 | 1,400 | 1,548
1928 o 11,842 | 1,805 £ 1,777 | 1,882 | 1,648 | 1,830 | 1,719 | 1,492 | 1,505 | 1,865 | 1,647
1929 <+ 11,930 11,849 | 1,866 | £,983 | 1,708 | 0,920 | 1,793 | 5,581 | 1,664 | 1,705 | i,627
1628 let Qtr. § 1,840 1,810 | 1,807 | 1,806 | 1,642 | LB41| 1,730 | 1,405 | 1,670 { 1,675 | 1,586
ndd 18631 1,605 | 1,779 | 1,001 | 1,663 ] 1,848 ] 1,736 | 1,404 | 1,572 | 1,608 | 1,567

ard ,, 31,832 | 1,604 | 1,760 | 1,863 | 1,655 | 1,827 | 1,702 [ 1,490 | 1,568 | 1,654 | 1,520

th 1,826 | 1,700 | 1,782 | 1,886 : 1,641 | 1,830 | 1,690 | 1,400 | 1,561 | 1,604 | 1,538

1929 lst Qur, | 1,080 | 1,860 1,850 1,068 - 1,728 | 1,921 | 1,780 ;1,557 1 1,658 1,716 1,585
2nd ,, 11,920 | 1,840 | 1,860 1,071 1,697 | 1,010 | 1,794 | 1,583 | 1,047 1,800 1,592

rd ,, |1,928 '1,844 | 1,866 1,083 1,680 ;1,018 | 1,797 1,501 ' L6765 L708 1.640

4th ,, JL043 1,852 ;1,892 2,007 1,719 1,033 | 1,801 1,014 1,681 1,770 , 1,682

(i} Bee explanatory note st head of page 21,
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Batail Price Index-Numbera 30 Towns, 1925 to 1920 : Weighted Average of Six Capital
: Cities in 1911 as Basge () (= 1,000)—continued.

WHSTHRN AUSTRALIA—IRDEX-NUMBRRS, TAEMANIA-—INDEX-N UMBERS. EE. 5
s |- E. . . g’ . e g . GtE « &
Tl el el 8 (3| 1 8| S]2E:| 5 |3sE| 25 |25E
3 § B A 3 T ias| 2 %5 z |2
£ s T (3% | 5] 2 |8%| § |258] 5%|5°e
] -y 3
gl d| S| d| g% 8|3, & 4 % |g2d] 52 [5s2
FOOD AND GROUNRIES (48 COMMODITIES).
1026 1,838 | 2,144 | 2,003 | 2,009 | 2,087 ] 1,965 ] 1,810 | 1,795 | 1,821 | 1,840 | 2,046 | 1,817 | 1,766 | 1,787
1920 v [ 1,806 | 2,124 | 2,018 | 2,008 | 2,008 | 1,002 | 1,868 | 1,843 | 1,800 | 1,885 | 2,084 { 1,871 | 1,829 | 1,837
1927 .| 1,796 2,052 1,983 | 1,062 | 1,988 | 1,884 | 1,784 | 1,765 | 1,818 | 1,789 | 1,977 | 1.790 } 1,708 | 1,796
1023 .. | 1.882 | 2,007 | 1,974 | 2,021 | 1,960 | 1,911 | 1,727 | 1,698 | 1,800 ;1,780 | 1,981 | 1,720 [ 1,769 | 1.769
1929 <« | 1,938 | 2,265 | 2,068 | 2,007 | 2,054 | 1,980 | 1,833 | 1,780 | 1,927 | 1,855 {2,038 | 1,830 | 1,866 | 1,873
1928 Isx Qir. | 1,708 | 2,003 | 1,891 | 1,050 | 1eda 1808 1,730 b 17k f 72l L,mefro2e | 0,738 1 1,771 8 1,777
Sud ,, |1, 2,080 | 1,060 | 2,017 | 1,065 | 1,024 | 1,736 | 1,715 | 1,825 | 1,770 | 1,939 | 1,743 | 1,784 | 1,780
9d ,, 1,940 | 2,158 { 2,016 | 2,063 | 1,956 | 1,950 | 1,727 | 1,686 | 1,783 | 1,730 | 1,027 | 1,719 | 1,745 } 1,754
4th ] 1,020 2,106 | 2020 | 2,043 | 1,981 | 1,059 | 1,725 | 1,073 ] 1,708 1 1,751 | 1,084 | 1,721 | 1,748 | 1,755
1820 lst Qtr. | 1,962 ;2,246 | 2,057 | 2,062 | 2021 | 1,088 | 1,888 | 1,760 § 1,840 | 1,844 {12,080 | 1,828 | 1,860 {1,866
d ,, §1,904 | 2,324 | 2,124 | 2,123 | 2,068 | 2,086 | 1,824 | 1,747 | 1,602 | 1,886 | 2,025 { 1,813 | 1,845 | 1,868
Sed ,, 1,087 | 2,812 | 2078 | 2,127 | 2,080 | 1,986 | 1,683 | 1,772 | 1,057 | 1,670 | 2,034 ] 1,824 | 1,847 | 1,874
ath ,, 1,868 | 2,177 | 2,018 | 2,076 | 2,087 | 1,011 | 1,849 | 1,840 | 1,069 | 1,872 | 2,054 | 1,800 | 1,873 | 1,882
1929,
January 1,087 : 2,208 | 1,009 | 2,026 [ 1,998 | 1,060 [ 1,667 | 1,702 [ 1,660 | 1,885 [ 2,056 | 1,851 | 1,861 | 1,870
February .. | 1,045 | 2,266 | 2,047 ] 2,071 1,084 | 1,848 | 1,766 | 1.9 1,878 | 2,060 | 1,854 §1,8682 | 1,869
March L4 | 2,270 | 2125 2,039 | 2,012 11,803 | 1,722 | 1,8 1,8 2000 | 1,792 11,856 | 1,850
April .. 1,994 | 2,274 | 2, 2,107 | 2,064 | 2, 1,685 | 1,737 | 1.802 | 1,845 | 2,009 | 1,517 [1,877 | 1,
ay «o | 2,005 | 2,340 | 2,122 | 2,135 | 2,071 | 2,047 {1,822 ¢ 1,761 | 1,807 { 1,888 | 2,028 | 1,814 | 1,868 {1,868
June .. 1,082 | 2,849 | 2320 | 2,125 2,008 | 1,814 | 1,742 | 1,887 | 1,824 | 2,080 § 1,806 | 1/ 1,
July .. [ 1946 | 2,340 | 2,081 | 2,122 | 2,080 | 1,007 | 1,818 | 1,741 | 1,025 | 1,861 | B,025 | 1,807 | 1,664 | 1,861
Auguost .o | 1,080 | 2,845 | 2,088 | 2,154 1,002 11,828 | 1,778 | 1,903 {1,809 | 2,089 | 1,824 | 1,867 | L,&T4
September ,, | 1,925 | 2,261 | 2,072 | 2,108 090 | 1,000 {1,833 | 1, 1,681 { 1, 2,087 | 1.899 | 1,870 | 1,884
ber .. [ 1,018 | 2,260 | 2,008 | 2,080 | 2,084 | 1,984 | 1,864 | 1,546 | 2, 1,804 1,807 | 1,010 | 1,02
November .., | 1,858 | 2,171 | 2,014 | 2,087 | 2,034 ! 1,005 | 1,861 | 1,845 | 1,076 | 1,8 2, 1,870 | 1,905 11,91
December ., | 1,827 | £,099 |1, 2,061 | 1,002 | 1,887 | 1,832 | 1,820 |1, 1,526 | 2,087 | 1,842 | 1,7 | 1,80
HoUSIRG {WRIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROONS).
1086 W | 1,340 | 898 t 1,405 1,167 | 1,388 | 1,283 | 1,049 | 1,314 | 1,339 | 1,247 810 | 1,405 ] 1,047 | 1,689
1920 .. | 1,460 807114081 1,156 | 1,400 | 1,400 § 18281 1,902 | 1,284 ) L240 648 ¢ 1,4700 1,6771 1,622
1087 . 1,607 B85 | 1,462 | 1,166} 1,422 | 1,482 | 1,570 1,284 ] 1,250 | 1,215 693 | 1,435 i, 1,832
1928 .. | 1,680 | 865 | 1,490 | 1,67 | 1,504 | 1,461 |1, 1,882 11,273 ;1,143 752 | 1,488 | 1,748 | 1,687
1929 v | 4,560 | 88 |1, 1,003 | 1,610 | k400 0,524 {0,358 |4, 1,199 | 850 1,420 | 1,7 1,698
1028 1M Qtr, | 1,536 | 875 | 1,541 | 1,088 | 1,547 | 1,457 | 1,699 | 1,999 | 1,278 | n.298 | 721 nase| 174e ] 1,087
w | 1540 | 875 1,488 | 1,088 | 1,847 | 1,450 | 1,587 | 1,399 | 1,273 | 1,1 772 | 1,442 | 1,745 | 1,088
8rd . 1,640 | 505 1483 1,115 | 1,547 ] 1462 | 1,620 | 1,581 | 1,278 | L1120 | Te1 | ), 1,741 | 1
ith . 1,540 893 | 1484 | 1,137 | 1,618 | 1464 | 1,645 | 1,348 | 1,273 | 1,122 754 | 1,430 | 1,7 1,680
1929 1at Qtr. | L5490 804 | 1,484 1,000 | 1,0956| 1,472 | 1,550 1,848 | 1,261 | 1,116 ) 833 § 1,420) 1,788[ 1,700
a ,, 1,641 803 | 1,494 1,009) 1,600 1,408 | 1,623 | 1,848 | 1,237 | 1,141 427 | 14204 1,785 | 1,605
» 1,568 | 668 1 1,6001 1,107 | 1,607 | 1,487 | 1,625 | 1,860 | 1,200 | 1,287 835 | 1,438 1,764 | 1,658
#th 1,585 | 885 { 1,600 | 1,107 | 1,688 | 1,500 | 1,520 | 1,369 | 1,500 | 1,287 { 005 | 1,438] 1,751 1,009

Foop, GROCERIRS, aND HODSING.

1925 SYNFdLeTe s b 1008 Y 1800 | 1,018 | 1,750 | 2016 | 1440 | 1,623 | 1,682 ] 1,608 | 1,733 | 1716
1920 L] L7177 1,684 | 1,787 | 1,687 | 1,784 | 1,713 | 1,778 | 1,640 | 1,668 { 1,843 | 1,545 | 1,720 | 1,772 .
1087 oo | L,E87 | 1,814 | 1,775 | 1,676 | 1,763 1, 1,710 | 1,585 | 1,608 § 1,580 § 1,495 | 1,657 | 1,749 | 1,734
1028 . | 1,708 | 1,542 1,796 | 1,074 | 1,811 1,742 | 1,066 | 1,578} 1 1,528 1, . ) 1,788
1029 A I, 1,854 1,728 | | I 1717 6,620 1,683 1,609 1,592 | 1,679 | 1,824
1028 st Qtr, | 1,681 | 1,579 | 1,750 | 1,624 | 1,706 | 1,675 | 1,650 | 1,604 | 1,667 | 1,635 | 1,472 | 1,625 | 1,781 | 1,744
» FLT07 1 1,815 | 1,783 | 1,661 | 1,80 V750 11,601 | 1,508 | 1,617 | 1,645 | 1,501 | L, 1,769 | 1,761
Sed ,, | 1,734 1,885| 1,816 | 1,707 | 1,802 | L,77F | 1,642 | 1,672 | 1,591 | 1.504 | 1,488 | 1, 1Lyd [ 1
ath | 1,783 1, 1,819 | 1,703 | 1,845 | L773 | B, 1,561 | 1,601 4§ 1,507 § 1,491 | 1,612 | 1,744 | 1,729
1029 %si:iQtr‘ 1,801 | 1,788 | 1,842 1,700 | 1,876 | 1,704 | 1,722 | 1,605 | 1,661 | 1,588 | 1,580 | 1,678 ] 1,821 | 1,804
1

2nd”," | 1824 1787/ 1,887 | 1780
ath o | 17621 16911 1,824 | 1712

868 | 1,757 | 1,726 | 1,663 1 1,718 | 1,033 1 1,022 | 1,000 1,827 | 1,811

{g} The trwns of Midland Junction {W.A,), Lechan (Tas.), and Beaconsfield (Tan,), were taplnced In 1023 by
Wortham (W_A,), Burole (Tws.), snd Devonport (Tss.) {5) 300 pote at head of paye 21.
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in so fur as they relate to the capilal cities the index-nurnbers 1 these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 21 for the
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical
in both tables

The index-numbers in the separate purts of the tabte cunnet be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 191] ia in each
eage made equal to 1,000.

L3

The last two columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted
average for the six capital cities and for the 30 towns. The population
weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1923 and
subsequent years are as follows :—

Population Weighta Used for Differont Towns.

N.ﬁ: j::"“' Victorla, Queenslond.  (Senth Avstratia, Eﬁ:ﬂﬁ_ Tasmnmn
-3 ad I - - P
Town, é Town, % Town. % Town, % Town, % Tawmn, .i‘.'
B E B &= B -3
Sydnsy .. | 998{Melbourme | 788|Brisbane 21njAdelaide 255|Perth, ste. | 155/ Hobart 52
Newcastle 84|Ballarat .. 36/1"woomba 2K ading ete | 13[liabe’lie ete] 19| Lannceston| 24
HBroken Hill | 26/ Bendige .. { 30|Rockham'n | 24|Pt. Pi 1¢{Northam 4)Burnle .. 3
Gouwlburn 13 Geelong .. 32|Chria. Twrst  9IMt, Gamb'r|  ¢|Bunbury 4lDevonport | &
Bathuret 1 W'nambo" 8 Warwick ©(Peterbor'gh 21 Geraldion 4|Queenst'wn| 3

The weights used are based on the 1921 Census populutions, and repre-
sent, to the nearest 1,000, the actual populations at that date.

9. Relative Retail Prices, 30 Towns, Food and Groceries and Housing.—
(i.) General.—The figures in the next table represent the index-numbers
for the years 1927 to 1929 inclusive, for the 30 towns in respect of which
particulars are regularly collected, comparing expenditure on food and
groceries and housing separately with the total expenditure on food,
groceries, and housing. These index-numbers are comparable in all respects.
For each year the first column gives the relative expenditure on groceries
and food; the second, the relative expenditure on housing; while the
remaining column relates to food and groseries combined with housing.
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Index-Numbers, 30 Towna, showing Relative Expenditure on Food and Groceries and on
Housing (4 and 5 rooms) geparately, and on these Items combined. Basis of
Table—Weighted Av:arage Expsuditurs on Food, Groceries, and Housing (4 and 5
rooms) in the Six Capitai Cities in 1911 = 1,000.

X 1027, 1928, 1929,
=2 = = =
Tomn 32 - 1K
f o , 5. oo . " o . .
B3 gs | g2 B sz | f5( 3 82 g
3085 13|l |28 (ghE el | s (3
B RE ol ! mS 2 | seE | mT Y | Eom
Nuw 30UTH WaLE— i
. Sydney . « | L1538 681 | 1,884 1,140[ 02 | 1842 | 1,217 713 | 1,930
Newcastle .. o ] 1,144 652 | 1,706 | 1138 669 | 1.806 | 1,186 864 [ 1,840
Brokon HYI. . o vaas| 4251 1,770 1348 I 431 | 1,777 | 1a38 | 430 | 1zee
Goulburn .. . | 1150 808 | 1,848 | 1,155 727 [ 1,882 [ 1,221 702 | 1,088
Bathurst s | B2 532 | 1,849 | 1,104 544 | 1,845 | 1,168 540 | 1,708
Welghted Averaye .. | 1,157 o7L | 1,628 | 1,146 ‘ 691 | 1,830 | 1,219 701 Eﬁi'}?.o
bt
VICTORTA— v
Melbourne o | 1,082 M2 | 1,724 | pos1 888 | 1,710 | 1,121 472 | 1,708
Ballarat » o | L1035 387 | 1,492 | 1078 414 | 1,492 | 1,149 432 | 1,501
Rendigo . | 1108 453 | LS80 ) 1078 487 | 1,585 | 1,168 501 | 1,084
Govlong . .. | 1,078 612 | 1,600 | 3004 601 | Le66 | 1,527 578 | 1,705
Warrnanbooi .. | 1,080 480 | 1,648 | 1037 510 | 1,547 | 1,108 621 | 1,627

Welghted Average v | 1,083 823 | 1,708 | 1,054 847 1 1,701 | 1,124 851 | 1,778

QUBRYALAND— »
Brisbona .. N 1,040 511 | 1,560 | 1,044 515 | 1,650 | 1.083 516 | 1,579
Toowoomba . 1,018 467 | 1,475 005 448 | 1,441 | 1,087 442 | 1,479
Rockhampton . 1,122 428 1,550 | 3,083 401 1,484 1,128 489 1,517
Charters Towers 11,27 340 1 1017 | 1914 415 | 1,029 | 1,201 467 | 1,688
Warwiek .. . 1,082 458 | 1540 | 3020 418 | 1,455 | 1,086 418 | 1,601
Welghted Average .. | 1,062 492 | 1,554 | 1,049 404 | 1,543 | 1,073 495 | 1,568

SOUTI. A UBTRALIA— . . o
Adeinide .e wa 1,160 578 1 1,748 [ 1,100 627 1,786 | L,178 805 | 1,788
Eadlns, #&e. .. 1,108 812 | 1,508 | 1,183 205 | 1,478 | 1,269 272 | 1,541
Port Pirle .. o108 481 | 1627 | 11m 429 | 1600 | 1.240 | 427 | 1,667
Mownt Gamblar s 1,133 a4 | L,M47 | 1,114 837 | 1,451 | 1,154 946 | 1,499
Poterborough * aa 1,231 401 | 1,722 | 240 473 | 1,18 | 1,302 50D | 1,802

Welghtea Average .. | 1,154 557 | 1,711 | 1,115 801 | 1,714 | 1,186 580 : 1,765

WESTERN AUSTRALIA—

Perth, &c. .. ] 1122 566 ! 1,687 ) )75 578 | 1,763 | 1,209 587 } 1,706
Kalgoorlis, &e, .. | LBB2 832 | 1.614 | 1,309 383 | 1,042 | L1414 334 | 1,74
Northam . .e 1.226 5490 1,775 1,233 563 1,706 1,201 563 1,864
Bupbury +e . 1,238 437 1,875 | 1,262 412 1,874 1,510 414 1,724
Qeraldion .. .. | 1,229 4 . 1,224 587 | 1,811 | 1, 606 k

Welghted Aversge ., | 1,145 536 | 1,883 | 1,194 548 | 1,042 | 1,297 560 [ 1,798

TasMANTs—
Hobart . . 1,117 503 | 1,710 | 1,078 577 | 1,865 | 1,145 572 | 1,717
Launcetson . e | 1102 483 | 1,585 ] 1,050 B | 1,578 | 1,111 510 | 1,621
Purnle .. . 1,135 473 | 1,608 | 1,124 478 | 1,602 | 1,208 480 | 1,083
Devonport .. .| 1128 ¢ 457 | 1,680 | Liome | - 487 | 1,523 | 1189 [ 4560 [ 1,600
Quesnslown e | 1,234 261 | 1,495 | 1,208 282 | 1488 | 1,278 819 | 1,502

Weighted Aversgs .. | 1,118 539 | 1,857 | 1,080 530 ) 1,610 | 1,143 536 | 1,679

Weighted Average for 30 ' X
Towns ‘e - 1,121 618 | 1,734 | 1,105 633 1,788 | 1,168 697 | 1806

Walghled Average ¢ |
Sl cies 2| 83z | 1,708 | 1,100 855 | 1,786 1 1,085 | 850 | 1,024

Expenditure in each town forfood, groceries, and housing was multiplied by
a number representing the population of the town,and a weighted result for all
towns wag thus computed. The population weights used are given on page27.
The relative expendituce in each town for (a) food and groceries, (b) housing,
(four and five rooma), and (¢) food, groceries, and housing combined, is shown,
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the base being the weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911
=1,000. Therefore, in each horizontal line for each year the sum of the index-
number for food and groceries and that for rent is equal to the index-number for
food, groceries, and housing combined. The items in the table are comparahblein
all respeets, and in addition show the proportionate cost of food and groceries
and of housing. TFor example, taking the last line but one in the table
for the year 1929, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food,
groceries, and housing being £1,806, the expenditure on food and groceries
alone is £1,169 (1st column), and the average rental £637, the sumn of the
two latter amounts being £1,806. Tn addition to showing the relative cost
of food and groceries and house rent in each town individually, the tabla
also furnishez comparisons as to the relative cost of these items ay
between the seversl towns. Thus, taking food and groceries only for 1929,
commodities which would cost £1,217 in Sydney can be purchased for
£€1,121 in Melbourne, or £1,178 in Adelaide. Again, taking the combined
expenditure on food, groceries, and house rent, an expenditure of £1,793
in Melbourne is equivalent to £1,930 in Sydney, £1,783 in Adelaide, £1,748

in Xalgoorlie, or £1,887 in Geraldton.
The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for comparisons

between any of the towns included. Thus, if the average weekly rental
of four and five-roomed houses in Melbourne is 233, Od. and the average
rental of similar houses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourne must

be multiplied by the index-number for housing iu Bendigo and divided

by the index-number for Melbourne; 23s. 0d. x %; = 16s. 9d.

(i) Feod and Groceries.—The weighted average cost of food and groceries
in the 30 towns considered as a whole was higher in 1929 than the weighted
average cost of such commodities in the five towns of Victoria, Queensland,
and Tasmania, but lower than the average cost in the five towns of each
of the remaining States.

(iit) Housing.—As regards housing accommodation, Sydney, Goulburn,
Newcastle, Melbourne, Adelaide and Geraldton are the most expensive,
while Queenstown, Kadina, Mt. Gambier, Rockhampton, and Kalgoorlie
are the cheapest towns.

(iv.) Food and Groceries and Housing combined. —The average cost of
food, groceries, and housing in 1929 was greatest in Goulburn, followed by
Sydney, Geraldton, Broken Hill, Northam, and Newcastle, and was least
in Toowoomba and Ms. Gambier. .

10. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section
of the next table the uverage cost for the six capital cities in the year 1911
has been taken as base = 20s. The figures measure the variations in the
cost of :—(a) food and groceries; (b} house rent; and (¢} food, groceries,
and house rent combined from year to year in each city separately (in the
vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in each year (in

the horizontal lines). Thus, by referiing to the section of the table relating
to food, groceries, and house rent combined it will be seen that 2ls. in
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Sydney in 1911 was equivalent to 17s. 4d. in Brishane, or 18s. 8d. in

RETAIL PRIOES—F 00D, GROOERIES AND RENT.

Hobart, while 36s. in Melbourne for the last quarter of 1929 was equivalent
to 153, 4d. in Brisbane in 1907, or 23s. 3d. in Perth in 1911,
Retail Prices—Amounts pecessary or the Average in each Year specifled from 1807 to

1929 to purchase in each Capital City what would have eost on the average £1 in
1911 in the Capitals regarded a3 a whole,

Welghted
Yeoar. Bydney. | Melb'ne. | Brlsbone. | Adelalds. Perth Hobart, Average of &
Cnplial Clttes.
Foop anp Grooerims {16 CoMwoDITIES).
s d. s d, a d, s d. s d, a d. a
1907 18 0 i8 6| 1811 19 0] 2310 | 20 2 19 )
1911 1 9 1 8| 20 4| 20 & 2691 | 1 2 20 0o
192) 3 0] 38 0] 36 3 38 1 W 0| 40 6 3@ 0
1922 34 1 32 11| 32 2| 34 & I 6| 3511 33 8
1922 3 5| 86 1| 3310| 36 6 7| 37 3 36 1
1924 34 8] 33 8| 3310 M) W] IO 4 8
1925 35 8] 33 0 34 8| 3610 3 9| 3¢ 2| = 35 8
1924 37 4| 36 6] 36 9| 37 &) 37 4] 37T 4 6 7
1927 38 11 34 8 38 7| 3610 3511 35 9 3% 9
1928 36 6| 33 8| 33 6| 356 6| 37 8| 34 6 36 3
1929 .| 39 0| 351t 34 0: 37 9 38 9! 3% @8 37 4
128 lstQir. | 39 1] 35 6 3¢ 7| 36 11 39 1; 36 9 37 2
» 2ndQtr.| 38 8] 36 O 3310| 3710 3911 36 6 37 4
» drdQur.| 3810 36 O] 33 84| 38 5! 38 9| 36 6 37 4
w dhQtr | 390 4| 36 2| 34 0| 3710 37 4| 37 O 37 8
Hovuss Ranr (WeRigHTRD AvERAAE 4 AND § Rooms CoMbINED).
1507 . 19 5 14 11 9 3| 16 8 5 61 13 3 6 3
1911 ‘e 22 11 18 7 12 2 23 1 17 2 14 9 20 0a
192] 32 4| 2610 20 7| 26 & 24 2| 2810 28 2
1922 33 7| 2810 22 7| 27 6| 26 ) 27 2 28 0
1923 34 91 30 8] 23 07 0 O] 25611 30 1 U1
1924 8 7 31 6| 23 2| 3010 26 3| 3110 32 4
1926 a7 5| 32 1| 23 4| 31 6| 2610 33 O 3211
1926 36 6 3311 26 8§, 30 4 20 5 32 7 a7
1927 36 3| 3¢ 2| 27 3| 3010 30 2, 31 7 33 8
1928 . 37 4| 35 7 27 5| 383 &5 3 9| 30 8 34 10
1929 . 38 0| 35 9 27T 6| 32 3 31 3| 30 8 3% 1
1928  lst Qtr, 37 10 35 10 27 7 33 6 31 O 30 7 B 2
w  2nd Qtr.| 37 11 3 9| 27 8 32 7 3010] 30 6 B 1
s Srd Qtr. | 38 1 3510 27 51 31 7 3l 4| 30 8 3% 1
v dbh Qbr, 38 1 35 9| 27 5] 31 3 31 8| 3 & 3B 0
Foop, GROOERIES, aNp Housk Rext ComelNep.
1907 19 0 17 2 15 4] 18 2 20 7| 7 7 i8 ¢
1811 21 0| 18 8 17 4| 21 & 23 3| 18 9 20 0a
1921 35101 3310 0 5| 33 9 34 0] 3¢ 1 34 4
1922 3310 31 & 28 6| 3110 3 3| 3 7 32 2
1923 3510 34 0] 2010 33 8 32 6| 34 7 34 2
1924 3B 5] 10| 2910 3311 33 8 3 1 33 8
1925 36 4 3311 3 5| 3410 34 3] 3 0 34 8
1926 . 37 34 11 32 4| 34 9 34 4| 35 7 3 &
1927 . 36 8| 34 6 31 2| 34 7 33 6| 34 2 B 0
1928 . 3610 3¢ 5| 31 2| 34 9| 36 1| 33 1 3% 1
1929 . 38 7 351400 3 7 35 8 |-35 14| 34 4 36 6
1928 lst Qtr. s 7| 85 T 32 0| 3 7 3 0| 34 5 38 5
» 2ndQtr.i 38 §( 8511 31 6| 3510 36 6| 34 3 3 6
o drdQtr.| 38 7| 3511 31 4| 3510 | 38 0| 34 3 36 ¢
»» 4thQtr.| 3810 36 0| 31 6| 35 4 36 3| 34 6 3 6

() Rase of each Bertion.
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11. Price Details, 1928, —The summarized results of price-movements
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries
for each mouth are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian
Statistics. In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report the average
retail price of each item of the food and groceries regimen during 1929 is
given for the 30 towns inciuded in the investigation. Information with
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the SBummary, snd annually
in the Labour Reports. In appendizes to Labour Report, No. 1, detailed
pacticulars were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities
for each year, 1901 to 1911, In Report, No. 2, and subsequent issues
information in detail regarding retail prices and rents during each year has
been published.

§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous.

1. General —In the following Section the results are published of in-
veatigations into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering inte
household expenditure classified into four main growps :—Foed and Gro-
ceries ; Rent ; Clothing ; and Miscellaneous.

The tabulation by the Burean was undertaken as a result of the recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission on the Besic Wage, which was
appointed in 1919, to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

{ij The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several
items and amounts which make up that cost. '

(i) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

{ili} How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from fime to time of the purchasing-power of money.

“This Commission ijssued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assunied by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November,
1920, for a family, consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourtesn
yearz of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commizsion on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1820,

Partioubara, Melbonrne. Bydney. Brisbane, Adelaide, Parth. Hobart.

£ ndl £ ad| £ od £a.d.‘£a.d. £ o d
Rent 1 06{120| 0617 0| 019 6! 010 0} 019 0
Food 2 6226090 231|272 2an} 281
Clothing i 90l 170 18¢|[1 83 179|102
Mincellaneouﬁ..l 1 010 11 4 1 0 1 11 2 1 2 3 o 1% 10
Totel 516 6] 517 1| & 6 2| 516 1‘51311 516 11
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The corresponding cost of the commodities and services meluded (which
are fully set out in the first report) for the vears 1914 to 1920 was as
follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage— Cost of Commodities, etc., 1914 to 1820,

Yenm. Melbouene, Sydney. Brishane. Adelalde, Porth. Holart,

L wd] £ s £ s d. £ o4 d £ s d. £ a1

1814 3-7 4 31211 40 3102 312 4 16 4Q
1915 . J e & 4 | B 311 3 3100 37 Js
1816 . 317 5] 4 4 6 31310 319 7 1 1 2 315 8
1917 .. 4 2 21 4 0 8 a1y 3 4 3 2 4 4 2 4 40
1918 . 4 810 414 R 4 6 40 4 10 11 4 0 2 4 B &
919 . 418 5| b 5 3 4 15 10 b 2 8 8 0 5 5 0 4
1920 .. &1 & 517 1 5 R 2 516 1 513 11 516 1l

In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Comsutssion recom-
mended that “a Buresu of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from tiine to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort tor che typieal family (i.e., such a family
as is described in Clause 1}, After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a8 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recomendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
vature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics.

The results of the investigations by the Bareau into the variations in the
oost of living since 1920 according to this standard are viven bereafter.

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission wus concerned principally with
assertaining variaiions in the cost of the regimen adopted, wlich is described
in the " Indicator List " published in the Report. It appeared, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing,

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four
heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing ; (i1} Clothing ; {iv) Other
Requirements (Miscellaneous).

It was decided to adopt forfood, grocenes and houserent,* the commodities
method and weighting already in use, and the commodities and quantities
conform very closely to those given in the “ Indicator Lists.-” of the Com-
mission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of

* The baais of houslng Wdatlon has been oltered in this gection to eonform with the basly
adupied In | 2.
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G-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed for house
rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu-
lar type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of house described
by the Commission,

Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and housing.
It became nevessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and mis-
rellaneous ibemms. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission
collected a latge amount of information as to prices and duration of
articles, and this has been used in computing the index-numbers given in
the following vables

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
oost of fuel and light, household utensils, deapery, crockery, and other items
in the ‘“ Indicator Lists ", and she aggregate expenditure thereon has been
somputed in the same manner as that for clothing.

The stem “ groceries (not food)” has been omitted fromn miscellaneous
sxpenditure, though 1t was so deseribed by the Cominission, as the index-
numbers alrcady published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for
‘wnder this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &e.

3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period
as base. In the case of index-numbers for food, groceries, and housing,
already published, the year 1911 was selected. For the new index-numbers,
covering all items of household expenditure, November, 1914, was adepted
owing to the diffic ulty of securing information with regard to prices of clothing
and -miscellaneous items for earlier years. While the index-numbers for
1914 in the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be
accepted as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. For
base the weighted average cost for the six capital cities has been taken, and
the sggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made equal to 1,000,

1. Variations—Thirty Towns,—The investigations huve been extended
to the five principal towns in each State for the months of November,
192(, and May, Aoagust and November, 1922, and quarterly for the year
1923 and subsequently. The task of securing information for previous
years as to prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirerents in towns
other than the capitals was considered unnecessary. So far as the capitals
ate concerned, details were already available in the Report of the Royal
Commission on the Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present
collected quarterly for all the towns, and quarterly index-mumbers are
available.

5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns —Nov., 1814, fo 4th Quarter, 1929.—
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries;
{ii) Housing; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combhined ; (iv) Clothing ;
(v) Misceilaneous Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing,

Clothing, and Misvellaneous Requirements combined.
2109.—2
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Food and Groceries (16° Commodities) Index-Numbers—30 Towna ; Weighted Average
. of Six Capital Cities, Nov.. 1914, base (= 1,000).

N.8.W.—IRDEX-NUMBERS. VIOTORIA «uINDEX-NUMBERS,

Period | E R B g 3s gl sl ol § B
N ' [y g o 2 g _=" - ] -4 2 - 288

» 2 = o8 1] Py -
Sl e 2| 2| 2|28 212135 |5e0588

L + = - o
i 2| & &| d g2 2| 2| & & |ck[eie

Nov. 1014 .. po5 .. - .. . . #60 . . .. . e
w 1021 .. | 1,503 | 1,525 | 1,616 | 1,482 | 1,459 [ 1,504 || 1,439 | 2,447 | 1,484 [ 1,487 | 1,470 [ 1481
Year 1928 .. | L5 1,603 | 1,743 | 1,618 | 1,641 | 1,508 1,572 | 1,8 1.666 | 1,643 { 1,820 [ 1,570
1924 .. | 1,511 }1:626 | 1,706 | 1,642 | 1,438 | 1,617 || 1.469 | 1487 | 1,508 | 1,450 | 1,608 | 1471
. 1925 ., [ 1,557 (1,571 | LBag [ 1,657 | 1,500 | 1,666 || 1,525 | 1,588 | 1)662 | 1,508 {1,601 | 1,626
» 1928 .. 11,628 (1,614 [1,846 [1,615 1,583 |1,632 [l 1,548 |1,580 [1,572 [1,650 | 1,591 |1,540
w1927 | 1810 | 1,508 | 1,679 | 1,806 | 5,563 | 1,615 || UAUL [ 1,542 [ 1544 | 1,505 [ 1,450 | 1,513
o 1928 (. 1 21503/ 1,587 | 1,880 | 1,614 11,543 | 1000 1,460 | 1,500 | 1,506 | 1,480 | 2,448 [ 1,472
w1020 .. 1890 (1,655 | 2,006 |1,708 | 1,631 {1,703 | 1,566 |1,805 [1,824 {1,675 |1,544 1,670
1929 1et Qir. |1,70¢ (1,868 1,981 [1,609 |1.658 [1.708 || 1,548 |1,572 | 1,006 [1,504 |1,490 [ 1,550
. 2nd Qtr. | 1,687 | 1.039 | 1,002 1688 | 1,610 1,600 || 1,570 | 1,581 | 1,508 | 1'666 | 1,400 | 1,670
w Srd Qer. | 1,603 | 1,845 [ 2,008 1,702 |1,614 | 1,807 || 1,870 | 1,610 | 1,843 (1,678 | 1,670 | 1,676
w 4th gtr. | 1,714 11667 12043 11734 (17643 {110 Hl 1578 | 1ea7 1,840 | 1601 11800 1584

QUARNSLAND.—~INDAX-N TMBERS 80U AUSTRALIA.—INDRI-NUMBERS, -

F E g g

Purind. < g a , o | Bga 3 ) P

Bz .2 8|3 (2EE| 8 g2k 5| 2] .B|ad
2l 8|38 ik £ |58 E|B23 B (=3 58|58
] & Sl B (pas|| 2 |23 & | 5§51 28 | B

Nov, Iel4 .. | B&T | .. -, .. 1,088 | .. . ..
n I1PE1 .. 11,490 11,395 1 1,480 | 1,581 | 1,460 | 1,482 | 3,408 | 1.474 | 1,510 | 1,440 | 1,564 | 1,471
Yonr 1928 .. [ 1,477 (1,465 1,516 {1,602 | 1,463 | 1,483 || 1,500 | 1,550 | 1,578 | 1,630 | 1, 1.687
w 192¢ .. | 1474 | 1,306 | 1,405 | 1,606 | 1,417 [ 3,471 [ 1,568 | 1,682 { 1,587 | 1.476 | 1,695 | 1,861
w 1026 . 11,613 | 1,460 | 1,524 | 1,635 | 1,456 | 1,513 || 1,605 | 1,627 | 3,087 | 1,520 | 1,691 | 1,608
o 1926 .. | 1,559 1,544 |1,636 1,771 |1,560 [1,57% || 1,880 | 1,680 1,740 11,507 |1,72% | L6308
o 1927 .. | 1,468 {1422 | 1,567 | 1,776 | 1,512 | 1,483 608 | 1,670 [ 1,671 [ 1,583 | 1,719 | 1,612
no 1928 ., 11458 {1,389 | 1,518 ; 1,600 | 1,451 [ 1,465 || (,540 | 1,852 | 1,685 | 1,550 | 1,732 | 1,558

o 1020 ., 11,494 {1,449 | 1,677 [1,710 1,615 1,408 || 1,846 | 1,773 | 1,782 | 1,812 {1,818 (1,055
1820 1st Qbr. | 1,608 {1,457 | 1,599 | 1,768 | 1,631 |1,622 | 1,608 | 1,739 l,?gg 1,602 | 1,810 |1,619
7

n o 2nd Que. | 474 [1,424 | 1,668 | 1,600 |1.402 | 1,486 [l 16a0 (17764 | 1,708 [ 10609 (11705 [1)687
n A 85 1,460 | 1,440 | 1,667 {1,726 11,605 1,486 I 1,876 |1,702 [1,742 1626 | 1884 [1
 4th Qtr. 1483 (10478 [Use2 | 10802 (1532 I 1as0 !l 1eas 1803 | 1757 [ 10630 11224 |1l881
WESTRBN ADETRALIA—INDEX- l T4SHANL —IRDRI-NUMBRES. 24 &
g ;|4 l g £ | 8 53 E
Perlod. £1g| 518 gl | B8 |36 2R (esa
=} -l € - = v . SES
15182 5|50 2|5 |83 §|8sl 83|22
a o & o Th, A2 | P
A R - 53:'::1 3| &8 ]|& |Be| 2% |Fe5
Nev. 1912 . (16| .. .. | T T e T T | e | e,
w 102t 0 |16a7[1,7e¢] 1,644] 1,680 1,602 l,ulorl.ﬁl)l 1,408) 1,728 1,683] 1,680] 1.677| 1/482 | 1,487
Year 1938 .. |1.694| 1,838 1,711 1,606| 1,673} 1,623]| 1,026 1,687] 1,642 1.818| 1,702| 1.018| 4/674 | 1,677
w 1922 0 [17849| ves1| 1672|1602 1,722] 1/e13] ne1s| 1/66a] 1,030 1626) 1,750 1817|1611 [ 1518
woazs 0 |1.e01] 2870 1,750] 1,752| 1,794] 1.614|, 1.670) 1,566] 1,588 1,013 1,786) 1,588) 1,667 | 1,663
o 1028 .0 [1.627|1,853(1,760] 1,760 1,763 1.650‘1,330 1,60811,657| 1,645 1.818) 1,032/ 1,598 | 1,802
w1027 .. |1.667) 10790 1,712 1.729| 1,717 1.000]! 1,500| 1,540] 1)686) 1,669] 1.724( 1:502] 1,560 | 1,666
w 1828 .. |1iea21,820| 1,722( 1,783| 1,700] 1:667]. 1,507] 17480] 1,570] 1:517| 1,884) 1,508] 1,636 | 1,643
% 1929 .. [1,690|1,975) 1,804] 1,829] 1,792| 1,727 L'500{ 1,552) 1,881| 1,818] 1,778 1,507 628 | 1,634
1920 1st thr. 1,708] 1,958 1,704 1,799| 1,763 1,785/, 1,603| 1,585] 1,648 1,609( 1,770 1,502) 1,622 | 1,628
» 2nd Qer. | 1730l 20027 1,858) 1,852 1,504( 1,776] 1,691) 1,624| 1.651| 1,601 1,767 2,581] 1,626 { 1,630
Qtr. |1;689 2.01?[1,812‘ 1855 1.a23( 1,783 1,600 1,645 1,707| 1,631) 1,774| 1,501/ 1,028 | 1,635
W «th Qer. 11;620/1,800 1,756! 1,811 1,777] 1,68%| 1,613) 1,805| 1,718 1,833) 1,701) 1,622 1634 | 1841

{a) Base, - .



Housing (4 and 5 rooms).—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ;
Capital Cities, Nov., 1914, base (=1,

N.3.W.—INDEI-N OMBRRS,

Period B g 3 £
L . . i . o 5
5 g g = P .m 2 5
g AR RN RN
& & | 5 Benl % | & &
Rov, 10H L.1o8 - - o T
. 1021 . |1542 | 1,384 | 882 | 1,357 488 ([1,303 | 738 | 812
Year 1023 .. | 1,830 [ 1,355 | 833 | 1,450 1,587 || 1,446 | 880 | 938
w 1024 o0 | 17726 (1,433 | 870 | Léss 1,674 |[ 1,484 | 905 | 030
w1925 . |1.763 | 1,550 { 844 | 1581 n7ie (g2} ovs |1,027
. 1028 .o [ 722 (1,802 {1,088 [1,641 1,600 ||1,588 | 083 |1,126
w1927 L0 | 710 | 1088 | 2088 | 1,754 1,635 [Tz | ovz (12
o o1928 . | ¥7e1| Lere (1082 U724 (| 1870 | 1,040 | 1,222
w1020 .. |L791 |1.668 | 1,080 |1,912 1,760 || 1,687 1,086 [1,250
1020 1st Gtr. 1,784 | 1,673 | 1,083 | 1,887 L7564 |(1,089 |1,084 |1,262
. 2nd Qtr, | 1789 (1,673 | 1,080 | 1,016 1768 (11684 | 1,084 |1,264
L858ed Qb | 10706 1,873 [ 1,079 | 1)920 1,765 [| 1,689 | 1,084 11,258
. athQtr. 11708 '1ese '1.079 11023 1,764 {2,685 (1,002 11,266
QURENSLAND.—INDEI-NUMBRRS, 80UTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS,
] < m .
. : - .
Perod. g m § 3uf]| £ |4a m
2| B |ag sggl = |8s:
£ | g} 58 ©8E| 3 IBSE| B | &
& & | 8E BEed| 2 (23| & | E
Wov. 1014 .. | 7ia | .. .. .. .. || 8T |, ..
. 1921 . o70 | 843 | TRa| 81 #16 [|1,202 ] BFz | ddo
Year 1923 | 927 | 780 | 842 1,029 (11,367 1,008 | 934
» 028 .. 974 | 704 | 850 1,048 || 1,452 | ‘o3 | 947
w 1025 . 1,074 | oes [ ses 1076 |[ 1,485 | 819 | o8
o 1026 1,189 {1,021 | 876 1,210 || 1,820 | 738 |1L,0%0
ooEeer Ll 1,146 1,075 | 860 1236 ) a5z | 583 {1,080
o 1923 O 1121 | 1,007 |1,043 1541 {1,576 | 741 | 1078
» 1020 .. 1,108 | 976 | 1,148 1,243 || 1,619 | €82 |1,072
1020 let Qtr. 1,108 | 988 [1,145 1,247 || 1,580 | 736 | 1,076 1,266
» _20d Qi1 1,108 | 70 1350 1,246 [{1,636 | ees | 1076 1,257
. E8rd Qtr. L1108 | 977 [1,167 1,240 [{10489 | 675 |1073 1,216
v dth Qir. 1108 | 980 1ae2 1,238 "1472 ! 658 11,062 1,292
WESTEAN AUSTEALIA—INDRI- - =,
NOUBERS, TaEMANIA.—TNDEX-NUMPERS, mm m.
: 5|z
. a H g
. . : 2 H]
Patiod, 14|65 AN I 38| 28 zd8
. M 212 2 m g8l | a £g =& |22
E|2)E|gld 2| 21 E |2 3| £% | 208
& lu|lE5|a|& gl a|ael & Ee| ®5 | ®3&
Wov, 1913 .. | o0d v 810 .. | .. | .- - | T.000a] .
» 1021 0 |1,162 949| 1,000] 1,201 1,841 1,042] 484| 231 1,123} 1,352 | 1,209
Year 1025 .. |1.220] 1,057 1,083( 1 1,417} 1,175( 1,108] 1,158 1,905 408
w 1924 1,238 1,25¢| 1.091| 1 1,501| 1,200] 1,226] 1,204 1,368
o 1026 11263 1,825 1,101 1, 1,666| 1,243] 1,2651 17176 LAl0
w1926 1,385 1,823] 1,090{ 1, 1,535| 1,2281 1,210 1,170/ 1,386
» 1927 0 11a21 1,378) 1,008} 1, 1,488 1,213| 1,187 1,145 1,353
- lozs 1l l1asi 1,418 1,035 1, 1,447| 1,308/ 1,200{ 1,008 1,363
- 1020 10 {1472 1,418 1,040] 1, 1,437} 1,280| 1,204] 1,180, 1348
1020 1at Qur. |1481 8431,800| 1,071 1,443, 1,270| 1,208 1,008 1,345
w 28d,,  |1,463 1,408 1,087 1,436 1,270/ 1,168] 1,095 1,339
o 3rd . 1470 1,423] 1,044 1,437 1,260 1,216| 1,166 1361
o 4th , 1,496 8331 1428 17044 1,438 12001 1,2261 17168 351
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Foon, Er0., CLoTHING AND MISOKLLANEOUS,

Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Indez-Numbers—30 Towms ;

Weighted Average Six Capit

Cities, Nov.,” 1814, bass (= 1,000).

Period,

N.8.W.—ISDEX-NUMBERS.

Y10T0RLA.—~INDEX-K URBERRS,

Sydnev.

Broken [,

Goulburo.

Year 1928 .,
o 1924 L.
n 1925 .,
» 1928 ..
w 1927 ..
w 1828 .,

Fa
3=
=r-a

B3

T Pttt ot e
a

gl
-
£ S ES

.

y 1
1,659 (1.875 |1

1,660 | 1,660 | 1,766
1.651 | 1,666 [ 1,780
1,655 | 1,674 (1,780
1,882 | 1808 | 17802

1,397 |1,483 |1,540 | 1,422 |1,681

1,010 1,403 | 1,478 | 1,617 | 1,428 (1,502
1,016

1,428 1,603 | 1,628 | 1,480 |1,507
1,448 11,609 11,6356 11,510 1,002

Perlod,

Brisbane,

2F Adelalde.

Kov. 1014 .. B0 .. .- 1,021 . .- ‘e ..
W 1921 ., | 1,304 | 1,168 | 1,210 |1, 1,894 | 5,269 | 1,302 | 1,196 | 1,311 ;1,376
Year 1029 .. |1,837 | 1,272 [ 1,235 1 1,511 | 1,966 | 1,946 | 1,254 | 1,340 | 1,403
W 1924 ., 1,387 {1,245 | 1,211 |1 1,523 | 1,318 11,368 | 1,221 | 1,481 | 1,504
~ 1925 .. | L8656 1,822 1,827 (1 1,662 | 1,332 {1,438 | 1,269 | 1,615 | 1,643
o 1826 ., | 1,451 1,299 | 1,416 (1,451 1,558 ) 1,858 | 1,601 | 1,317 | 1,622 | 1,544
w 1927 .. | 1,400 1,324 | 1,201 | 1,462 1,853 | 1,464 | 1,208 | 1,548 | 1,658
w1828 ., |1,800) 12031 1,322|1 1,565 | 1,328 | 1,436 | 1,302 | 1,637 | 1,640
o 1820 .. | 1,417 | 1,327 1,862 1,515 1,600 | 1,383 | 1,496 | 1,345 | 1,618 | 1,584
1929 1st Qbr. 1,434 } 1,832 | 1,380 | 1,580 1,508 | 1,380 1,401 (1,380 |1,815 1,681
. 2nd,, 1413 |1'811 | 1348 | 1502 1,609 | 1,365 | 1,482 1,388 | 1.603 | 1,590
y Srd 1,408 | 1,322 | 1,356 | 1,528 1,600 11,303 | 1,503 | 1,355 11,624 | 1,503
. dth ,, 1,415 11,344 11,363 11,485 __;hm&_— 1,305 11,600 11,358 11,626 11,572
WEsTERN Wﬂﬂaﬂuﬂﬁ-.‘.—zuwf T ABMARIA.—INDEX-N UMBZRS. mm W
\ ; | E 5 |«
. ..m . . - 2 Elw
Period. . 2| s MT o8 ed
. .| ER (8=
= a E g = w
= 2 wdh| B =0
M = - g m |4 Tu | B, B8
A %] = a & a & |Ea| 25 |284
Nov. 1914 .. |1071] .. va ‘e ‘e .. .. «+ | 1000 .
o 1921 .. | 1,425 1,441] 1,806| 1,400 1,278|1,081/1,552| 1,415 1,438 ..
Year 1923 .. |1,480] 1,400/ 1,4771 1,420 1,483| 1,453| 1,867] 1,600 1,635 | 1,497
w 1024 ., | 1,5602]|1,408|1,622]| 1,477 1,49111,476| 1,409] 1,627) 1,615 [ 1,518
w1826, | 1,688] 1,504] 1,802| 1,519 1,472 1,457 1.4201 1,622] 1,650 | 1,497
o 1828 .. |1,641]|1,493]1,804|1,614 1,407|1,476| 1,586 1,544 1,591 | 1,674
» 1927 . | 1,514] 1,449]1,603| 1,504 1,443 1,418| 1,341L! 1,487] 1,570 | 1,667
o 1v28 ., | 1,574]1,474] 1,611) 1,503 1,438 1,367| 1,230 1,453 1,578 | 1,540
v 1829 .. |1,012|1,6689] 1,604 1,847 1,510] 1,444] 1,420( 1,507] 1,637 | 1,621
1928 lat Qtr, 1,616] 1,5¢0] 1,853 1,526 1,40111,425| 1,424/ 1,504] 1,635 {1,649
w 2nd,, 1,637 1,404 1,694 1,561 1,477 1,420( 1,414] 1,495/ 1,636 | 1,615
o 3rd o, 1,614/ 1,504 Hvoq.n_ 1,565 4| 1,531 1,465/ 1,421 1,505/ 1,637 | 1,622
s dth 1,581/1,518/ 1,837 1,537 1,542'1,460'1,456' 1,526 | 640 ! 1,625
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Foop, r10,, CLoTHING AND MisgBrrawrovs. 37

Clothing.~—~Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1914,

base (= 1,000},
: H.8.W ~INDEX-N OMBERS. YicTor1s,—IRDRX-NUMBERS.
% m g : | = .._mw ) E
- - ; - N =
,.i.mmmwmmwwmmmummx
E | 2| B| £i%8- 2121 2| 3 HELE
mMBmmw#mmmmwmwmw
Nov 1914 .. 1,002 ‘e va e ‘e . 1,035 ‘e e .. . ..
. 1021 .. 11,065 11,760 1,683 [1,822 [1,672 | 1,676 | 1,685 | 2,220 12,082 | 1,040 | 2,138 | 1,758
Yeat 1023 .. | 1,837 {1,436 [ 1,909 [ 1,531 | 1,410 | 1,330 || 1,419 | 1,459 | 1,600 | 1,481 | 1,555 | 1,428
» 1024 .. | 1,241 {1,331 |1,178 11,667 | 1,361 | 1,252 || 1,857 | 1,304 | 1,371 | 1,408 | 1,602 | 1,968
» 1926 ., | 1,246 [1,3G3 | 1,176 | 1,650 | 1,8G6 | 1,283 || 1,314 | 1,377 | 1,206 | 1,388 | 1,544 | 1,320
wo19zé .. | 1,255 11,380 |1.1568 1,347 | 1,400 1264 |11,208 | 1,426 | 1,308 [ 1,385 | 1,508 | 1,308
o 1927 .. | 5242 [1,328 11,179 (1,641 (1207 [ 1,251 ||3.208 (1,418 |1,316 | 1,375 | 1,511 {§,804
oo 1028 ., | 1297 | 1,205 | 1,184 | 1,547 {1,355 | 1,208 || 1,313 ) 1,458 | 1,244 1,355 | 1,457 | 1,324
W 1828 ., | 1,808 [ 1,302 | 1,110 (1,541 [1,526 | 1,800 (| 1,315 | 1,450 | 1,334 | 1,317 | 1,440 [ 1,323
1929 1ab Qtr. | 1,207 |1,303 | 1,310 [1,533 1,337 [1,206 || 1,320 | 1,461 1,842 [1,334 [1,437 [1,338
w 2md,, 1,209 11,306 | 5,210 [1.548 (1,334 |1,208 [{1,320 1,455 {1,241 1,342 [1,441 |1)328
+ 8rd ,, 1,314 [1,300 |1,113 |1,546 [ 1,322 | 1,310 |[1,905 |1,4¢5 |1.320 11,303 [1,450 |1,518
y  dh . 1,304 (1,208 |5,102 11,582 11,911 11,301 11,304 11,438 11,540 /1,200 11,431 11,911
QUEBNSLAND.—IRDEX-N UMEBERE. BOUTE AUSTRALIL.~INDRX-NUMBERS.
P H 5. <
2, ) > ] a . Ad + H e H 3 -
Yerbod .amv m nu.m.m. Hm m Mmm m mmm m M r.m MW
gl 22| 3 |98 B RER IEE
Bl |28 85 & (255 & 1338| & | s8 | 25 R
Kov, 1014 .. | 872 | .. . .. - | E XTI . s .. .
- 1921 .. |1,402 [ 1,987 | 1,026 |2,070 | 2,016 { 1,888 || 1,586 [1,003 | 1,068 | 2,261 | 1,666 | 1,641
Tear 1023 .. [1,426 | 1,441 {1483 | 1,844 | 1,402 | 1,427 || 1,440 [ 1,470 | 1,998 | 1,804 | 1,417 | 1,448
o 24 . | LSTO [ 1,445 {1,421 | 1,260 | 1,418 | 1,386 || 1,45F | 1,421 | L4083 | 1,667 | 1504 | 1,440
o 10256 .. [1,368 1,422 | 1,877 | 1,100 | 1,905 {1,368 )| 1,442 | 1,400 | 1,380 | 1,625 j1,471 | 1442
W 1926 ., [1,337 11,398 ; 1,410 | 1,162 | 1,464 | 1,345 || 1,440 | 1,375 | 1,856 | 1,617 | 1,470 | 1,487
W 1927 .. |1.280 |1,300 | 1,358 [ 1,102 | 1,465 | 1,203 [i 1,415 | 1,383 | 1,347 | 1,600 | 1,462 | 1,414
w1928 .. | 1,253 1,414 [ 1,340 | 1,133 | 1,454 | 1,273 [} 1443 | 1,412 | 1,84 | 1,503 | 1,454 [ 1,441
o 1929 ., | 1,251 ]1,308 | 1,259 | 1,000 | 1,461 | 1,285 || 1,408 | 1,384 | 1,326 | 1,500 | 1,437 [ 1,407
1029 19t Qtr. | 1,265 {1,381 [1,207 | 1,002 |1,460 [1,267 (| 1,424 [1,308 (1,387 [1,605 |1,432 [1,431
w 2nd,, 1,353 | 1,402 |1.308 {1,100 | 1,464 [1,260 {1,419 [1,286 |1,338 |1,592 | 1,446 |1417
» 8, 1,263 1,387 | 1,288 ;1,086 | 1,403 | 1,205 | 1,397 | 1,874 (1,316 | 1,699 ;1,434 (1,308
» 4th 1,245 11,400 1,286 11,082 | 1,456 | 1,258 | 1,382 |1,370 11,815 /1,578 11,435 |1,382
WESTRAN AUSTRALIA-~IRDRI- T48MaANIA —INDEX-NUMBERS. W& m
E-|
T G| =
. < i ; | g ;| 42 |«
3 . . : 1 -4 &
Period. ] E 8 MW, $ .m < | &1 2 .MT. Mm Mﬂh
g3 nmm,@m@mmmmma,mnm
-
Elg|ls|&|S|ex) 8|38 A B | 23 28«
Nov. 10l4 .. o2 .. .. i ‘e PR (R .. .. . .. | 1,000a ..
- 1921 . |1,6834] 2,824] 1,832] 1,028 1,755 1,695] 1,892] 2,214] 2,022| 1,863 1,004| 2,006/ 1,653 | 1,718
Year 1922 .. | 1,206] 1,512 1,853 1,474) ,419] 1,400) 1,6430 1,548] 1,457\ 1 437| 1,628 1,595| 1,386 | 1,397
w1824 . | 1,848 1,517 1,258 1,458| 1,310 1,804 1,635 1,613] 1,417| 1,372 1,670 1,670] 1,33¢ | 1,339
Y1025 .. |1,341) 1,500) 1,825] 1,876)1,511] 1,358} 1,620} 1,488 1,378} 1,349, 1,669 1,404] 1,313 | 1,320
»o1s2e .. |vasol 1oo2|1,268|1,347| 1i309] 1,847] 1,528 1,435( 1,501 1,367] 1,622 1,487| 1,308 | 1,317
w1027 L. | s 1aus| 1220] 1,282 1,226 1,356 1,456 1.428] 1.362) 1,384 1,576/ 1,442| 1,202 | 1,302
wo1ges L. |1,e62] 1408 1,285 1,201 1,352 1,972)f 1,452] 1,470] 1,403] 1,369{ 1,802| 1,456] 1,322 | 1,320
» 1928 . 1,357 1,505 1,2¥5] 1,281| 1,206| 1,367]| 1,440] 1,445] 1,386) 1,414} 1,607| 1,449 1,320 | 1,329
1929 lat Qir. |1,350(1,499]1,281( 1,280 1,813 1,862 1,450: 1,476 1,988 1,389 1,6 AST( 1,326 | 1,330
w 2nd,, 1,360/ 1,612| 1,290| 1,281 1,201| 1,871| 3,460 1,478| 1,380} 1,896 3,617| 1,4501 1,302 | 1,327
o grd 1,361] 1.517| 1,276 1,279{ 1,288 1,372|| 1.447] 1,418] 1,387] 1,426] 1508 1,441 1,322 | 1,925
oy T e 1,356.1,4041.0,2521.1,276(1,2001 1,365/11,440 1,410/ 1,8801 1,444 1,507) 1,441/ 1,314 | 1,217




33 Foop, Ere., CLOTAING ARD MISOELLANEOUS,

Mucellaneons.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov.,
1914, base (= 1.000).

WA W.—INDEX-NUMBERS, YIOrORIA.—IRDEX-NUUMERLS.
- ¢ =5; E N .

Period. - ! 5 : g ; .
13| g| 2|8 |Es HIEAREE R
Ele| 22| 5854k 2| 23| %15z )548

e &
Bl 2B | & | & 857 £ 38 ) & 58|88

Nov. 101 .. [1,022 | ., . " " " Tl R ..

w 1021 ., 1,246 1,328 1,471 | 1,270 {1,381 | 1,350 || 1,864 1,277 | 1,952 {1,370 | 1,175 | 1,368

Year 1923 .. [ 1,864 | 1,242 | 1,438 | 1,226 | 1,264 | 1,953 || 1,816 | 1,239 | 1,250 {1,286 | 1,183 | 1,308

W 1924 . 11,358 | 1,253 | 1,482 | 1221 (1,262 | 1,940 || 1,342 | 1,356 | 1,201 {2270 1,178 | ijase

o 1926 0 l1i333 | n2ae [ 1426 | 1,008 | 1,238 | 1,924 )| 1,520 | 1,248 | 1,262 {7,277 (1,162 {1320

o 1 .. 1,882 1,240 | 1,434 | 1,200 | 1,296 | 1,350 [] Laz4 | 1,248 { 1,201 | 1,267 [ 1,169 | 1,816

w0z Lo (1900 [ 127e (1427 {1,210 | 1,234 1,336 [{ 1,321 1240 |21 [iveo (10156 | 10312

o 1928 .0 11300 13252 | 1400 | 2ot [ 1,200 | 1385 H 1924 | 2,244 L 12200 | 0288 | 0,280 | 2090

. 1920 .. 1,396 [1,264 [1,402 (1,202 1,285 |1,382 || 1,307 {1,238 | 1,261 |1,268 {1,148 | 1,508

1929 1stQtr. (1,397 {1,267 [1,400 |1,208 1,234 |1,333 || 1,321 |1,242 (1,262 |1,250 |1,145 | 1,811

» 2nd,, 1,308 |1, 1,307 |1.203 |1,23¢ !1,388 || 1,317 [1.240 {1,261 !1.260 | 1145 1308

Y 1,396 |1,267 11,308 |1,208 |1,231 1,381 | 1,316 [1,246 |1260 |1,257 | 1,148 | 1,807

W dth . 1,305 1,256 (1,412 11,200 |1,242 13,980 | 1.316 11,281 1250 11,257 1,140 |1)308
QUESNSLAND,—IRDEX-N U MBERS, AOUTH AUETRALIA—INDEX-NUNBEKS,
3 3 E
R : ; g g < -

Sl IR ADIENER - FRF R AR
£ | 2 = £z .
ig"ﬁgoawgggsga“dﬁsﬁ?q

) 212558 & (B8 % 25| & | 48 | &5 |&2a

Fov. 1914 .. [ 971 | .. . .. .. FPR BT .. N .. ..

.ozt oo | w26t [1,278 | 1,838 | 1,947 11,820 | 1,270 || 1,870 | 1,23 [ 1,422 | 1,878 | 1,336 | 1,988

Tenr 1923 .. | 1,247 1,289 [ 1,247 | 120G | 1,261 | 1,240 || 1,870 | 1,300 | 1,369 | 1,312 | 1,814 | 1368

L51924 .. | 1,252 | 1,245 | 1,288 | 1,801 | 1,224 {1,261 || 1,871 | 2,950 | 1,306 | 1,336 | 1,308 | Tude

b1e2s L. | 1,246 | 1,208 | 1,222 | 1,286 11,240 {1,247 || 1,376 | 1,949 | 1,371 | 1,820 | 1380 | 1,368

w1028 .. | 1240 | 1,270 | 1.222 | 1,280 | 1,227 | 1,242 || 1,870 | 1862 | 1,880 | 1,800 | 1,863 | 1,348

no192d L. | 1,260 (1,268 [ 1,227 | 1304 [1,228 {1,251 |[ 4,365 [ 1,320 | 1,357 | 1,304 | 1,352 | 1382

1928 .. | 1,249 | 1,268 | .22¢ | 1,207 1,237 | 1,250 || 1,371 | 330 | 1356 | fa21 | 1,342 | 10368

» 1920 . 11,248 |1,267 |1,216 |1,206 {1,231 | 1,248 [|2,878 |1,326 | 1,348 [1,318 [1,328 |1369

1029 1stQr, 1,240 |1,268 |1,219 |1,207 {1,281 |1,249 [1,369 | 1,327 | 1,359 11,919 (1,336 [ 1,366

» Znd 1,245 |1, 1,219 {1, 1,230 | 1,248 | 1,887 (1,828 11,352 |1,318 [1,32¢ |1.364

w 5rd 1,245 |1, 1.213 (1,208 {1,281 | 1,248 [[ 1,876 [1,823 | 1,842 |1,209 [1,820 |1.371

w Ath . 1,248 11,206 (1,211 11,203 11,232 11,247 l1)370 11,324 11,338 11,217 (1,326 [1 874

= =
WESTHRE A USTRALIA~—~InDRX- TadMANTA —IRDEX-NUMBERY. gg‘ §
- =)
q = 23 .
: ;s i €] B 9! 3g1%,
] : - g 3 - -

, Poriod, ﬂggsgaf-%-a-;?}ﬁf-a?zﬁ!

- | & Blz[gg| & £l 88 |8:| &8 {52E

T g.ggs-«-»-:“:ﬂg?gmhs,;

a-,z S|z | d | &|le<|®= |28

Wov. w12 Lol e e T T e T | . j,000a

1921 . | 1,874] 1,376(1,867) 1,304| 1,471| 1,374 (| 1,245 1,818] 1,257) 1,282 1,280] 1,271 1,349 | 1,347

Wear 1023 .. (1,844| 1,802 1,281 1,240 1,401 | 1,836 ] 7,848( 1,255 1,141) 1,143( 1,280 1,297 1,334 | 1,228

w 1924 .. |1,326]1,809|1,278| 1,249 1,805] 1,323 || 1,246 1,248] 1,247) 1,121/ 1,083) 1,281] 1,340 | 1,330

oo 1025 . |1,31811,304] 1.251] 3,240 1,960] 1,310 (| 1,224 1,240/ 1,132| 1,193 1 008! 1,218/ 1,324 | 1,316

w.102¢ .. |1,9081,295| 1,245 1,250] 1,300 1,304 || 1,200(1,228| 1.123{ 1,124] L 06! 1,201 1,332 | 1,322

m1gg7 .. | 13080 1,208) 12ss] Lese| 1,800] 1,804 1] 4,200] 1226 15118 1,144 1300] 1,198] 1,346 | 1,336

we 1038 0| 1817 1,506 1,240 1.248] 1,310 1,515 || 1,208t 1,218 1,115 1,142} 1,102 1,100] 1,348 | 1,356

> 1629 .. |1:319)1,208) 1,242 1,243, 1,851 1,813 1,208/ 1,218 1,114] 1,142} 1,107] 1,198 1,345 | 1,939

1929 1st Qtr, |1,819}1,286|1,244|1,248!1,360] 1,913} 1,200] 1,215] 1,114] 1,142] 1,110 1,200! 1,346 11,824

v ond,, 1,319 1,208 1,242( 1,244} 1,350( 1,314 (| 1,209] 1,213] 1.114] 1,142 1,109 1,100( {,345 | 1,338

woard ., 1,319( 1,2061 1,241 1,242( 1,840| 1,314 | 1,200( 1,212 1,114] 1,143{ 1,208 1,190 1,345 1,333

» ,, 1,538l 1,208' 1,241 172431 1,358 13134 1.208] 1.211) 1115/ 1,140 1,10211,105] 1,344 | 1,382

- (a) Basa.



Foobp, Bro., CLOTHING AND MISOELLANEOTS. 39
Total Housshold Expenditure. —Index-Numbers-—30 Towns; Weighted Average Siz Canital
Cities, Nov,, 1914, base {= 1,000, )
N.9.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS, YIOTORIA ~—INDRE-N TMENRS,
. = o
2 o 4 o4 . . X i : .
Perlod. = e = 5 gg . E g =4 o E §§"E
z 2 5 2 2 [seBl 3 £ K E-|B2
Sl B 2| B g e 1513 8|533:2
@ z | & S & |Ee=ll 3 & | B2 [BxE
Nov, ip14 .. | 1,086 | .. i . . . %70 | .. = ~ = o
192t .. |1,523 | 1,613 (1,410 (1,504 | 1,370 | 1,516 {; 1,460 | 1,448 | 1,458 | 1,488 | 1,604 | 1,400
Tear 1923 .. [ 1,488 | L,d44 | 1,304 | 5,400 | 1,345 | 1,481 || 1,460 | 1,344 | 1,864 | 1,405 11,991 | 1,480
W 1924 .. (1,458 | 1,408 | 1,854 {1,611 | 1,334 | 1,460 || 1,420 | 1,304 | 1,312 | 1,368 | 1,307 | 1,400
® 3905 .. | 1,478 | 1,485 | 1,414 | 1,498 | 1,361 | 1,472 |i 1,432 | 1,330 | 1,328 [ 1,383 | 1871 | 1402
w 1026 .. 11,503 11,470 | 1,438 { 1,597 | 1,428 | 1,408 || 1,458 | 1,355 | 1,357 | 1,481 | 1,377 | 1,444
o 1827 .. [ 1,498 11,478 | 1,495 | 1,546 | 1,385 | 1,495 ([ 1,441 | 1,341 | 1,268 | 1,483 1,376 | L4358
W 1923 .. [ 1,516 {1,475 11452 | 1,568 | 1.403 | 1.510 || 1,444 | 1,352 | 1,383 | 1.415 | 1,500 | 1,056
o 1926 .. (1,561 (1496 (1,481 |1,612 {1,425 1,558 }| 1,481 | 1,308 | 1,411 |1,426 |1,307 [1,472
1920 1at Qtr. | 1. 1,502 | 1,473 11,608 | 1,438 {1,552 || 1,478 | 1,886 | 1,407 1,436 1,376 | 1,469
wo2nd L, 11,555 | 1,493 | 1,477 | 1,608 {1,421 [1.548 | 1,482 | 1,586 {1,403 [1,425 |1.379 {1,478
" " 503 1,493 1,481 [1,614 11,413 | 1,554 || 1,480 {1.807 1414 |1,421 |1.411 [1,472
. dth . 1,568 11,495 1,494 11,623 | 1,420 | 1,680 |l 1,481 | 1,406 1,420 {1,421 |1,428 | 1,478
QUERRALAND.—IRDEX-NUMBERS. 30UTHE AUSTRALIA.—INDRX-NUMBRES
TET . - -
d, < . a2 LY} a8 .. - 3 .
AR A AR At (AT AR
5 2 13 ¥ w8 z 138% £ | sB| 2B =8y
8| & §5 82| £ |EZ5| € (238 £ | 58| &2 [
Nor. 1014 ., 880 .. . .. . e 1,018 .e . e .
o 1921 .. | 1,944 1,881 | 1,418 | 1,491 | 447 [ 1,370 |1 1,440 | 1,452 | 1,492 | 1,407 3 1,370 | 1484
Year 1923 .. | 1,343 | 1,800 11,287 | 1,324 [ 1,925 (1,354 | 1,467 [1 1,562 | 1,368 | 1,860 | 1,457
1924 .. | 1,332 | 1,206 | 1,280 {1,314 | 1,308 | 1,322 [l1,478 | 1,352 | 1,872 | 1,830 | L410 | 1,408
w1925 .. [ 1,344 |1,887 1,304 {1,214 [1,539 [11,496 [ 1,369 | 1,411 | 3,308 | 1,475 | 1,485
W 1026 ., | 1,388 | 1,975 | 1,378 | 1,546 | 1,384 | 1,981 [l 1,498 | 1,961 | 1,438 | 1,302 | 1,470 | 1,484
Y127 |12 | 1,390 | 4,260 | 1,936 | 1,876 | 1,343 1,482 | 1,866 | 1,412 | 1,376 | La8o | La7a
o928 .. 11332 | L1319 11,314 | 1,946 [ 1,331 [ 1,852 10495 {1,340 [ 1,307 {1,479 | 1,480 | 1,483
W 1020 .. 1,844 [1,333 [1,318 [1,867 |1,354 | 1,241 {1, 1,379 | 1,426 {1,401 | 1,518 | 1,499
1920 1ot Qtr. [ 1,354 | 1,332 [1,329 | 1,881 |1,861 11,352 {1,614 | 1,376 |1,427 |1,805 | 1,518 | 1,509
w 20d, 1,842 |1,326 1,314 |1.863 | 1,346 {1,830 ||1'630 |1,363 |1.421 |1,308 | 1,512 | 1,604
»oard 1338 (1,328 |1,812 (1,871 11,35t 1,886 [ 1512 [ 1,376 | 1426 [1,406 | 1,821 | 1,502
W 4th . 1,341 11,344 (1,310 11,353 | 1,359 11,389 !l 1,406 11,378 11,428 |1,405 1 1,522 | 1,487
WEITERN ATUSTRAKIA.—TNDEZ - . )
N OMBERS, TASMANIA.~—INDREX-N DMBERS. Eg :
3 3 : =5 | =
. . - a £ g g <> |<
2 : 18
Posiod. =§bg'§?-§..&3§h§§=£
s B3| 8|3 8] 5| 214]¢8|5|3g] 83|88
) 8 |3 = E g K3,
Ergls |28 (Ex]n) 3 A Bw| 25 X8«
Fev. w12 .. |10 .. | | . U e 17,0000 ..
. 1821 .. |1,467|1,626] 1,499 1,620( 1,557 1,484/ 1,658] 1,662 1,450 1,316} 1,501 1.538] 1,474 1,474
Yenr 1023 .. |1,422] 1,464 1,404 1,400| 1,478| 1,427} 1,607| 1,498 1,415} 1,301{ 1,408| 1,470 1,460 | 1,450
. 1921 .. |1.430{1,468] ¥ 410 1:430] 1,473| 1,434 1,520] 1,439] 1,400 1,883] 1,368 1,485 1,436 | 1,42¢
»o1985 .. {1440 L44R! L487(1,433) 1,404| 1,450| 1,4068| 1,408| 1,385) 1,380 1,428} 1,458/ 1,451 | 1,442
wore26 ., |1.444|1.4580 1,452 1,423 1,472 1,446(j1,506) 1,416]1,303| 1,380| 1,392] 1,468| 1,471 | 1,463
voapz? ol |1,488) 1,438] 1,447] 1,40L] 1,469] 1,4338]| 1,459] 1,587| 1,362( 1,346] 1,357] 1,422| 1,458 | 1,461
oiugs .. [ 1,472 L440] 1,400] .40 L} 1,408] 1,400 1.425] 1,503 1,269] 1,323] 1,380| 1,407| 1,469 | 1,460
w1920 .. |1,498)1,502(1,487| 1,423] 1,520} 1,493} 1,456/ 1,408| 1,405] 1,380{ 1,414| 1,435] 1,503 | 1,495
1020 18t Qtr. | 1,404] 1,493] 1,488{ 1,414] 1,528] 1,402(| 1,450| 1,408 1,3061 1,368) 1,414) 1,436! 1,503 | 1,498
w Znd,, 1,508) 1,623| 1,508) 1,431 1,633 1,608]) 1,458| 1,404| 1,388/ 1,962) 1,400| 1,431' 1,503 | 1,492
W 3rd . 1,495 1,519] 1,492 1,433] 1,525] 1,497]| 1,453( 1,400{ 1,417( 1,395 1,4%[1,432 1,503 [ 1,493
v Ath 1,475 1,470 1,408 1,4161 1,5100 1,474/ 1,45011,4191 1,421) 1,4001 1,4200 1,442 4, 1,493

(a) Basis of Table.
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¢ 4, Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

* 1. Q@eneral. —To supplement the information collected monthiv for
the 30 towns spevified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was unrdertaken in November, 1913.  This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In Novem-
ber, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. “Tnformation in regard
to prices obtained in November each year will reiate, therefors, to 200 towna.
The results of the ficst investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No.
5 (Section TV., pages 26 to 33). The results of succeeding investigations
bave appeared in the [abour Bulleting and Report2 of this Bureau.

2. Results—1927 to1929.-=The results of the investigation in November,
1929, are set out in the tables on the following pages, compared with
the particulars recorded during the two previoua years, Aggregate
expenditure on food and groceries separately is shown in the form of
index-numbers fur each year in columa A. In columns B and C the
corresponding aggregate expenditure ou food, groceries, and remt of
4-rooms, and food, groceries, and rent of H-rooms are shown for each
year for each town. The index-number 1,773 (see page 44), represents
the weighted average expenditure in 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent
of 5-roomed houses; 1,634 represents the weighted average expenditure on
food, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed housesin November, 1929.  Similarly,
in column 4, the index-numnber 1,133 tepresenss the relative weighted average
expenditure on [ood and groceries only for November, 1920. 'The figures
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houses as equal to 1,773, the expenditure on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,795 ; while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for 5-roomed
the expenditure in Mclbourne would be represented by 1,647, compared with
sn expenditure of 1,634 on the average for 200 towns.

The change made in Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers
were computed is continued in this issue. Previously the weighted averago
sxpenditure on food, groceries, and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towna
in each yeat was talen as base. In the tables on the following pages the same
base is taken as in the tables referring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities, ie.,
the weighted average expenditure on food, groceries, and housing in the 6
capital cities in 1911 is made equal to 1,000,
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns tor November, 1927,
1928, and 1929, compared with the Weighted Average Coat of Food, Grooeries, and
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (=§1,000).

| 1927, ! 1028, 1929,
| November, V Hovember. Nowember,
1 ! '
: - o £ - A ST
a5 IR YN RE I ARSI S 1Y
g . g‘aﬁ 858 g E‘G,ﬁ 888 s = 8
g | Bda | £3 b-%:1 = Eaw | B8 1 &2 =
5t |©3% 238 | 2= ‘3’5'3 qu 8% 5{59 ©8%T
SR I R S
e k]
4 Lm%s mﬁg g5 |25 éﬁé & hsg -4
Kew South Waler— A I} c A B ¢ A B &
Eydney . b oL129 | L673 | L7U0 | 1,072 | L83 | 1,776 | 1,186 | 1,751 | 1,887
ewcastle .. oo | L1083 | 1687 | 1,703 | 1,058 ; 1542 § 1,767 | 1,159 | 1,840 | 1,852
Rroken Hill ., | 1,300 16639 17¥% | 1,230 | 1,606 | 1,724 | 1,408 | 1,772 1.802
Goulburn ., so | LLLL | Lé50 | 1,827 | 1,082 | 1648 | 1,778 | 1,200 | 1,301 | 1938
Bathurst .. oo 1087 | L4do | L1616 | 1,019 | 1401 | 1,505 | Lido | 1,519 | 1816
Albury . co 11,087 | Lrod | 1,075 | Lo63 [ 1,754 | L9314 | L161 | 1,822 | 1,062
Armidnle ., .- | 1058 | Ls522 | 1,824 | 1041 | 1,513 [ w590 [ 1,027 { 1,608 | 1;701
Ballina .- - | raig | neer | bege |onng | Leer | u7az | 1,181 | Less | 1s0s
Bega . co { LI22 ] 1481 | 4,588 1,007 | 1418 | 1,530 | 1,181 | 1,506 | 1,622
DBerry . oo | 182 | 1557 | 1,656 | 1,000 | L445 | 1,550 175 | L504 | 1,835
Blackhenth ., v | G282 | 1,657 | L7es | 1,280 b 475 | 1,800 ) 1,272 | 1,733 | 1,812
Bourke . eo | t2ag | Lssy | Lovw | L287 | 1.5%0 | 1815 | 1,374 | 1,611 | 1884
Bowral . se | BLLD | L7es | 1esl | LO90 | L72x | 1,814 | 1,218 | 1,704 | 1.956
Coalno .. oo b6 | LGB0 | L,75% | 1086 | 1532 | 1,771 | 1,164 | 1,690 | 1,838
Cessunck .. o [ Llug | 1,852 | 1,718 | L07S | 1,588 | 1034 | 1,184 | 1,503 | 1,576
Cobar . co onsze | Lasd | asF | L2401 | 183 ) 142s | 1,912 ] 1510 | 154
Cooma . e | LiSE ] 0542 | LTl [ LIdg | 1,463 | 1672 ; 1,266 [ 1,500 | 1,816
Couvnnmbls . . 1214 ) L5658 ¢ hosd | L12L | L4865 | 1,611 | L250 | 1,614 | 1,758
Cootamundra | LLdu | Leea | 2821 | 1o4d | 1,548 | 1,782 | L1868 | 1,712 | 1,868
Corrlmal .. o | Llus | 455 b oLae7 | Loe6 | 1,530 | 187 { 1159 | 1618 | 1,751
Cowra . | Lo | Less ) 1,657 | LoBY | 1,610 | wesr | LIBS | 1680 | 1,817
Cronulla - e b L4 L6875 | sdd | 1,128 | 1844 | 1,817 | 1,275 | 1,827 | 1,008
Deniliquls .. - boLoe | LAt | 583 | Luos | 1480 | Lu25 | 5208 | 1,583 | 1,734
Dulib - v | tase | Lros | L o) | 1,129 | 1,760 | Lese | LIS | 1,854 | 1,941
Forbes . . 1123 | Lea4 | 1828 | L0585 | 1,801 | 1,20 | 1,096 | 1,781 | 1,000
Gllgandra ., vo | L2038 | 182 | 1,811 | 1124 | 1477 | 1,548 | L, 1643 | 1,692
dlen Innes .. | 009 | 1,431 | L56 | 1007 | L4la | 1,575 | nAk2 | 1,546 | 1,697
Grafion " | LUGG | 1,881 | 1,718 003 | 1,467 | Lgan { LO6O | 1,546 |..1,705
Gruntell . | LuTe | 1499 | 16868 | L0685 | 1474 | 1674 ] L173 | 1,568 | 11,764
Grithth .- | onesd | 24Th | 2,406 | e8] | 2,083 | 2.31s | 1,293 | 2214 2444
Gulgong .. . 1162 | L432 | 1527 | 1,121 | 1417 | 1400 | L207 | 1,512 ) [.622
Gunnedah .. ] aeF | s b 1,658 | 1,046 | 1445 | 1,592 | 1,181 | 1,567 | 1,684
Hay . oo | L1868 | L51d | L704 | L364 | 1,545 | 1,745 | 1,278 | 1,677 | 1871
Tnverell . oo | L2z | 561 | 1,639 | 1,008 | 1,589 | 1,645 | 1,155 | 1,68 1,73%
Junee . . Lz | 4,781 | 1,787 | 1,005 | Lyvo | 1,806 | 1205 | 1,860 | 1808
Katoomba ., . Lisw § 1,797 | 1,438 | 1,186 | 1,752 | 1004 | 1,250 | 1,848 | 1,980
Kermpey .. . Livo | 1,500 | Levl | ro8s | 1,539 | 1,640 | 1,087 | 1,617 | 1,607
Riama . - ) 4,245 | 1,507 | 1606 | 1,152 | L1514 | 1614 [ 1211 | 1,602 | 1,724
Kmin Kurn .. . Lis0 | 1,618 | L6738 | 1,108 | 1497 | 1,588 [ L1683 | 1,610 | 1,608
Leeton - Sboze | Leoe | L9z | L1190 | Lons | 1,980 | 1,284 | 2 2,060
Lismore .. | L L5861 | 1.704 | 1,085 | 1,804 | L766 | 1,111 | 1,676 | 1,837
" Llbhgow . o] Lo | LA43 | Le27 | o, | 1,530 | 1810 | 1,196 | LG43 | 1,716
Maltland .. | om0 | L5667 1 L6Bo | 1,026 { 1450 | 1,567 | 1,142 | 1,504 | 1600
Moree .- co b3 | 1066 | L7 | 1,040 1 1617 | L1L8¥2 | 1,243 | 1,712 | 1,978
Moes Vate .. o eze ] Lo | Lied | Lose ) 1652 | 1,751 | 1,191 | L,78T | 1,868
Murgee . e | s | 52 | Leso | 1,108 1 1828 | 1,520 | L196 | 1,701 | 1802
Warrabei . ] otasa | Lt LTz | Losp !l 1,518 | 1,666 | L1205 | 1458 | 1,709
Maprandera .. ve | b b ] LT | LSS La%2 | 1LGF7 | 1008 | 1,205 | 1,730 | 1,9
NowTa . < onase | one2e | LT08 | 1aus | 1,586 | Le61 | 1,198 | 1,858 | 1,761
Oranste . . E LD | b | oLoedr [ Leds ! 157 ) L147 | 1,700 | 1,873
Purkes . o B1s2 | tess | nsas | rerr | 1880 | 1,758 | L2138 | L7611 1012
Pensith . o ot | 1,500 | i630 ) Logs | 1545 | 1624 | 1,145 | 1,692 | 1,608
Port Kembla | Lise | 153 | 1,764 |oawr | Lees | Ls3y | L2186 | 1,777 | 1,
Portland .. LoV LIAY | e | LIl L2 | 1,550 | 1,658 | L2834 ) 1,641 | 1,763
Queanteyan Lo Liee | ons2T | Luse | 1ae1 ] 1,000 ] 1,700 | 1, 1,600 | 1,781
Quirindl . co | 1103 | 1488 | LG40 | Lurs | 1420 | Laee § L16D | 1,408 | 1,888
[tlelmoud .. we | LAk | b5 e8| 1,084 | 1,478 | 1,628 | 1,140 | 1,535 | 1,732
Scohe " | vaus | L1407 L 1,674 | Lose | 14838 | 1,888 | 1,077 | 1,537 | 1,875
Singleton .. . P37 | LAas9§ 1,623 1 1,006 | 1,508 | 1,611 | 1,148 | 1543 0 1,684
Tatmworth .. L. 0 LO53 | 1484 | L&43  Lo008 | 1430 | 1614, 1,109 | 1,537 | 1,725
Taree .- oo L1340 L8610 1,827 L,103 | 1,821 | 1,772 1,140 © 1,682 | 1,833
Temnra . o0 1,086 1,712 7 Ledd L1%0 ' 1,664 | 1827 1,222 1,782 | 1,913
Tenterflold ., .. 1,157 L5444 LEs2 1142 1548 ! 1,581 | 1,199 1642 1,673
Tumut .. .o 1133 L,626  1,725 1,046 1,526 167 1,136 1830 1,778

Tlinarrn .. .- 1,088 1:450 1,540 1,045 1407 1,538 1126 10608 1,653
Wngys Waggs .. 1,086 1,770 1,600 1056 1,786 1,784 1,182 1,011 1,923
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[nde!-Nnmbeﬂ-cust Of FOOd, Gl"mrl“ y m T I:Is, etc- q.
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N 1927,
Nl .- 1028,
November. vouh
-‘ l November
Btate an ;1 2:1 .
d Town. £ §:§ B2E| = 5.3 53 .5
- b : : 3 ] ‘
e L. o 22!11 E%4 g b4 i 5 .§J,.§ gg
2., 2% 1533|853 32 £35| 835 | E | isg g2
e it ok 3 g 41 g =w g..ﬂl gcrﬁ
; AR 98 |<RE 283 | 3% | 283 o
E 1235|232 32 |%38|% s
— ac i3 mﬁg hgé ég §E§ EEE
Howth Walss—contd, " B — wé
Walcha . ,
Wellington . . o Bt B :
Filingon | o Ledo | 1,021 | 1,048 | 1,464 . . ;
Woaton . .| 18 | 1608 Las | pose | 1, | ned |
Wollongong *, | Tas1 | 15802 1,868 | 1,077 1'415 bevt | La e | b
Wyalong .. | vt o Unes Tres | 1077 | 1 Last | L1 Lpis | vasd
Yase " | Y| RIS | vess Yair | vess | 1dos bz | i 1%
Young . o | x99 | 17503 1ese | 1135 poes | die ) an gras | st
B o | tese | Liss | 1530 | Lees . 1724 | 1785
e (74 Fonksy T ' Ussz | 18 | 1056 | 1eos | 1707 v || 1
owms} .. | 1,129 | 1,8 e | l:ml %%37 0 l,sgg
e o505 | 1,778 | 1,078 | 1,812 oot Beited B
B:S:m:m i o ; 1757|1187 | nmer o 1sn
Bendlgo .. o | 1040 Tira | 1768 | 1002 | 12 '
go .. | 1040 | 1ace hecr s s nadi | LSt
S Tl e vesr | va | Lot | Mo | i
- L] ¥ 'k . . — : :
. Bacehts Matoh | 108 | beas | dans gor | 130 rgin | dow | 1o i
Bairnsdale ., - {»ms vies | UE7x| 1038 HE Lo H |
3 | 1o . 857 ; ; ;
HRLET GBS i
Campordown . | 1078 1z 1,447 | 1647 Laz7 | Loog | 1, b | 188
Costerton .. - | rom 4o | 14%8 1Tos7 | 1433 P | pad 1 bt
S |3 L
Croswlck .. ‘. 1102% 1*234 1,381 jnﬁgg nass | Yol H%g Lste 1%8%
Dayleaford .. .o | 1058 1358 | 129 o | Yaoe | Uiad b &
noolly .. -« | rodo Tioe i Tie voos | 1351 | 3% Lot | 1 | 1
e | e B
o0 . e : : : : - 1
= : : 1:?&1’ W) e 1023 | 1104 %:233 1 | 1555 1:33.3
0 " ‘e {182 R B Lt 4k R . : 1
R e
erung . | viso | Tesr i 1, 1089 | L & | 1% | ot
Eorolt - . » 1846 | 1 o | v : 13ts
Zorumburra. | | oss | rier 1920 | 1001 | 108 1% | Tals | 1791 i
Zyneton .. | rns| 15 b v | s i s ||
Lilydale o .| 1ost 1'4&2 1n Loz }'323 }*333 |
da : ol Les : ; , , , 1
Madon o A Yvoas | Liek aoe Hgg i i
Maryborough o | Lo88 1*23?’ 1,728 | eml 1464 | 1,368 | 117 1ass | 18
Mitdurs, < | 1007 1’323 1281 | Lodo LIS | 135 HE | i 8
Morwell .. .| nise 1369 | 1477 1058 | 185 vass | niad |l | Lo
i 3 | s l.ﬂg? Lt | 19ss 1,350 1,472 1,160 1,279 | 1,825
Orbost . .| 1e 1o | 1688 rods | 1534 | b | 1
e, 0| ARG R |
' . I X : : : ' 1
HREh G| e el
% : “ 5 1’5 g 1047 Ky AT4 1162 ¥ L2707
Baymour .. | 1ass LEse | LEIS s | e | 1o m vios | veor
Bhop: - o tass 1,400 | 1,588 584 Vot | 1805 1'282 | L2
ftawe . R 1,407 | 1.643 L | 1o b b E
Ba-o DR R R i
vao H L. 1126 | 1757 | L rg | L : e | 4
Trara - B 253 | T8 | 17083 | 1750 o2 | 1, 1ago | 1
Wanglnml?anm . " ,-33? }"‘59 1,581 }'géé 1,782 | 1,837 }'fgg paee lzg;:
Wartacknabesl | 1120 454 [ 1o0¢ | 1013 | e | e b | L
Warragul | 1204 LS8 | Loee vour | 140 | Lss et | viss | Lok
Wonthaggl .. o] LOT8 | 1638 180 Yoo | Wi ! 1o v | v | 158
Welghted A o1 1108 803 | 1,742 904 Loer | Yt ) 13 e |
Bta Verage for | 1,488 | 1613 bage | 16221 1 :| 1| 3
i ) : (B8 | Lase | L 1075 | 1573 15ee
Towna) .. | 1,048 1,850 | 1,700 | 81 ' o R
o 1407 | 1,868 | 1,006 '
ey - 096 | 1,823 | 1,770
Rmkh:"::“ . - | 1008 Loae | 1ess | 007 |
Charters Towern b 1,052 1:362 }‘::1; 046 l:gg% i'ﬁg oo | L | 1é
Tl oteco | pes1 | 1348 Yies | 155 Liso ngrd | Lose e
k63 | 1,510 | 1308 1002 | Leat Land
, Jdgz 1821 | 1661
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Index-Numbers—Coat ot Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

' 1927. 1928. 1020,
Movember., November, November,
R - @ 8 o ., P - - R o | q
P - L2 I I w | LE s bR
Sate and Town. 3 ‘“Z% E=2| 3 -§:3 ‘f-'-fg E ﬁzo} 'gfs
2 |1 58 § o] g o | 853 g ol B o;ﬁ
o e B P Q § - gu o -2 Su
g% |o3g (3% | &2 (S%z|S%z| 8% 64z Sy
o g § E 8| =8 nl-BE-1ad: g | gNE 1
52 [ 5E5|2zs| Bs (FziiEzs| Bz |Ez%| &3
£ | &8 | £82 ¢ |m8a | K8 =S |28 a
Guasntland—continusd, A B o] A B o] A B ¢
Warwlek .. [ 1,026 | 1370 | 1,508 008 | 1,344 | 1,409 | 1,042 | 1,802 | 1,462
Ayr e | LIT0| Lg3L | 762 | L1823 | 1643 | 1,575 | L1oT| 1,888 | 1,971
Barcaiding . o f L2490 | L5a5 | 1,863 | 1,253 | 1,582 | 1,678 | 1,266 | 1,669 | 1,728
Bowen . wo ) L1390 | 1,528 | 1,656 | 1136 { 1631 | 1,607 | 1,197 | 1,602 | 1,731
Bundaberg .. ) L032 | L3683 L4168 | 1,080 | 1,320 | 1441 | L,O11 | 1,384 | 1,478
Calrne e ee | LI174 | L7381 ) 1,878 ¢ 1115 | L6668 | 1,773 | 1,182 | 1,766 | 1,004
Charlevills ., | LG4 | L8310 1,771 L1309 | b578 | 1,812 ) 1,181 | 1,604 | 1,829
Chitlagos .. oo | L1225 | 1480 | L641 | 1,230 | 1,499 | 1,552 | L2709 | 1,642 | 1,585
Cloncorry .. | 1231 | Leag | 1,729 | 1,258 | 1,843 | 1,779 | 1,310 | 1,706 | 1,036
Cooktown ., o 4,347 | a289 | 1,328 | L0 | 1,288 | 1,851 | L.249 | 1,446 | 1400
Cunnamylla ., o | n2as | 1,895 | 1,785 | Liga | 1,847 | L7068 | 1,251 | L711 | 1,808
Dalby . | Lon 850 | L449 | 1,008 | 1,382 | 1,454 | 1,009 | 1,415 | 1,570
Gayndal .. wo | 1050 | La28 | 1% | 1142 | 1488 | 2,687 | 1,161 | LAFT [ 1,556
@ladatons .. v | L040 | L1303 | 1,435 | 082 | 17341 | 1,440 | 1105 | L,414 | 1,490
Goopdlwindl | 1002 | 1,478 | 1,568 | 1094 | 1,501 | 1,574 | L187 | 1,608 | 1,648
Gymple . oo | LO44 | 3,573 148D [ IOTL | LuEZ | 15281 1,100 | 14404 [ 1,526
Huglienden .. wo | 1,245 | LY28 | 1,570 | 1230 | 1,719 | 1,844 | 1,287 | 1,748 | 1,868
Innisfall .. « ] 1zée | 1,885 | 2,046 | 1.255 | 1,848 | 2,054 | 1,828 | 1,040 | 2,118
Ipawich .. .o b1098 | L3936 | 1,487 | Loeg | 1804 | 1,524 | 1,027 | 1,357 | 1,457
Im:ig‘uuch e | 1,262 | 1,618 | L7z | 1,228 | 1661 | L7e2 200 | 1,676 | 1,778
Muckoy e | Losa | 1, 1,084 | L,103 | 1,837 | 1,780 | 1,147 | 1,707 4851
Maryborgugh v | LO0D | 1,285 | 1487 F Loso | 1,319 | 1461 | 1,108 ) 1,418 | 1619
Mount Morgan .. | L2100 | L268 | 1,284 [ 1,111 | 1,243 | 1,285 | 1,180 | 1,821 | 1,387
Nombour ., . 080 1 1,441 1 1,586 | tro6s | Lare | 1572 LI20 [ 1485 | 1,010
Homsa . .o ] Los3 | Lare | 1571 ) Looy | 1,450 | 1,600 | 1,145 | 1,581 | 1,706
Stanthorps .. o) onm6 | 1,337 | 1,528 toza | 305 | 3,607 | 1135 | 1,581 | 1,595
Townsvilla .. Lofonise | ner2 | L7l 1001 | 1677 | 1,760 | 1,158 | 1,831 | 1,780
Winton . Lo baese | LTe b 76 | oL2es | 1.79n ! 1822 | 1,286 | 1,740 | 1,834
Welghted Average for
Btate {32 Towns) ., | 1,042 | 1,412 | 1,655 | Loen ! nars | 1,542 | 1,087 | 1,480 | 1,684
fouth Australia—
Adelaide .. o | note | L5e7 | 1,702 007 | L3509 | 1,678 | 1,124 | 1618 | 1,740
Kadlon, ato, ., - | L118 | L3870 | 1462 | Lo®a | 1,326 | 1,492 | 1,235 | 1,432 | 1,475
Port Pirls .. o | 100§ Las | 1,584 | lo73 | 1,452 | 1,564 | 1,108 | 1,560 | 1,675
Mount Gambler .. | 1,068 | 1,310 | 1,408 | 1023 | 1,370 | 1,381 § 1,002 | 1,360 | 1,465
Peterborough . 1,158 | L0688 | L8556 | L1161t 1,572 | 1,658 ; 1,268 | 1684 | 1,780
Freellng .. oo ] 1,085 [ 1424 | 5490 | 1063 | 1302 | 1,507 ¢ 1,112 | 1,441 | 1,668
Gawler e oo | 2,052 | 1,385 | 1480 | 1040 | 1,364 | 1,471 | 2,134 [ 1,428 | 1,620
Eapunda ., .| poe2 { 1z48 | Laze | Loof | 1204 | 1,277 | 1L,172 | 1,418 | 1,488
Eootinga .. oo | L8O | 1,419 | 1,485 | Lo60 | 1,380 | 1,455 | 1,184 | 1,403 | 1,559
Millleent ., . 981 | 1,317 | 1,402 985 | 1,340 | 1,402 | 1,062 | 1,477 | 1,550
Mutray Bridge o | L1123 | 1,508 | 1,681 | 1,038 | 1,456 | 1,660 | 1,128 | L5046 | L418
Port Auguata .| 1,230 | 1,588 | 1042 | 1243 | 2,080 | 3,700 | 1,828 | 1,710 [ 1,700
Quotn .. .o | 1315 | L480 | 1,503 | 060 | 1801 | 1,445 | 1,287 | 1,561 | 1.654
Victor Harbour o] 0078 | 1604 | LBOZ [ L0834 | 1,501 | L7se | 1,168 | 1,734 | 1,808
Menmark .. o 102 | 1,851 | 1,742 | 2207 | 1857 | 1800 | 1,287 | 1790 | 1,028
Weighted Average for
Htate {15 Towns) .. | 1,083 | 1,545 | 1,873 [ 1011 | 1,492 | 1845 | 1,136 | 1,801 { 1,717
wostern Australla—
Perth and Fremantle .. | 1,052 | 1,506 1,640 | 1,128 [ 1,503 | 1,718 | 1,005 | 1,867 { 1,70
Ealgoorlie and Boulder | 1,188 [ 1,495 | 1,564 | 1,251 | 1,582 | 1,852 ¢ §,27¢ | 1,580 | 1,857;
Northam ., .| L1s7 | Lsze | 1,760 § 1,196 | 1,642 | 1,705 | 1,186 | 1,619 | 1,808"
Bunbury ., ol LT} 1,535 F 1,838 | 1201 | 1,540 | 1,865 | 1,220 | 15606 § 1,877
Geraldton .. .| n1r2 | veip | Lir7 | Liez | 1,650 | 1,839 | 1,108 | 1,678 | 1,881
Alban . .. | 103 | 1,518 | 1,507 | 1,282 | 1,611 | 1,603 | 1,105 | 1,613 | 1616
Beverley .. v. | 3,174 | 1,453 | 1,636 | 1,100 | 1488 | 1,548 | 1,187 | 1,483 | 1,649
Bridgetown |, | n220 | 1,502 | 1647 | 1270 | 1,622 | 1,667 | 1266 | 1,640 | 1,608
Broome . .. | L38¢ | 1,083 | 2,104 | L3go | 1,928 | 2,015 | 1,450 | 1,632 | 2,114
Carnarvon . .| L327 | 1,821 | 1,986 | 1,321 | 1,795 | 1,963 | 1,347 | 1,808 | 1,954
Collle e o f 287 | L728| 1,76s | 1,244 | 1,704 | 1,764 | 1,284 | 1,712 | 1,817
{ireenbuabes. . .| L2e7 ) 1,445 ¢ L4977 ) 1,266 | 1477 | 1,520 | 1,284 | 1,477 | 1,660
Katanning ., L] 088 | 1444 | L3548 1,054 | L5602 | 1,614 | 1,178 | 1,565 | 1,745
Leonors and Gwalla .. | 1,388 { 1,548 | 1577 | 1,380 | 1,588 | 1,682 | 1,412 | 1,600 [ 1,675
Meckatharra Llassp aee8 | 1,714 | 1,087 | 1,680 | 1715 | 1,378 | 1,642 | 1,74
Namogin ., ] Liay Y oner | 17ée | L1835 f 1,750 | I,e48 | 1,173 | 1,711 | 1,828
Wagln . | rom3l 1428 | 1,687 1,030 | 1,544 ) 1634 [ 1,124 | 1,685 | 1,608
York . .ol Les1 ) 1427 | 1,629 | 1,124 | 1,460 } 1,582 | 1,180 | 1,408 | 1,508
Welghted  Averags for
gsml. {18 Tow%s) .. | 1087 ) 1,626 | Leas ) 1,155 ¢ 1,596 | 1,713 | 1,182 | 1,676 | 1,719
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ste.—coniinued,

1e27. 1828, 1929,
November. November November.
AERIEN IR IR I N AN
£ 23 ) - o —
Biate and Town. 5 'E:E %23 = §:5 sse | € |5%2 |55
° E 5E | 832 ° i §5m 1] s | $%58 o
©s | 88 8u | B8 | 8w | S5 | 28 |58« | &%
. gx ugs 382 | 8% wgo c88| 2 c:i?. a&‘s
ol |gFE | gHE )l o8 | oSE | gME ) wi | oREB | gNE
Zf | B3z (B33 B2 | el |BuE| 3s |Zei|fas
] 98 | = £ | mY g &8 32 | &5
: - A B ¢ A B & A B c
Tasmanis—
Hobart .. | noes | 1,508 | 1,688 | 2016 | 14387 | 1,858 1 Loee | 1,678 [ 1,712
Launceston .. o noan| 1417 | 1674 | es2 | Lsse | 1,573 | 1,087 | L2 | 1002
Borole - .. ] nosz | 1,473 | 1,600 | 1,007 | 1,406 | 1598 | 1063 | Lsed | 1731
Devonport .. Tl ves i vass | 27 | 01e | Gase | tiaen | e | vsés | 11603
Queenstown. . ol 150 | 1,480 | 1,440 | 1,030 | 1,204 | 1,907 | 1215 | 1.527 | 1,557
Besconsfeld .. U nooe | 1,014 | 11a0 | 930 | Loos | 1,120 | 1,052 | 11e4 | 1,188
CampbeHtown b 10as | L3se | 12811 975 | 103 b 1222 | lio7e | 1266 | 1031
Daloralne .. i 978 | 1,320 | 1,373 | 053 | 1,206 | 1,345 | 1,000 | 1,508 | 1,440
Frankiln .. Ul el forzm | Leed | 1,02 | ti2ss | ovres | 115 | 1328 | 1,381
New Norfolk i, 908 § 1,338 | 1,408 { 995 | 1,317 | 1403 | 1,007 | 1,382 | 1,401
Boottedale .. o 936 | 1284 | 1,359 | 08¢ | 1,265 | 1,375 | 1,084 | 1,374 | 1,466
Diveratone .. U 1,006 | 1,335 | Laso | 1,000 | 1,315 | 14238 | 1,080 | 1,400 | 10511
Foehon o | o3 | 1,882 | 1ot | 1180 | 10387 | 1490 | 10203 | 1jev0 | 16
Welghted Aversge for
s (18 Tonoe) % | Loos | 1,456 | 1,594 | 1,008 | 1,43¢ | 1,583 | 1,202 | 1,629 | 1,686
Weighted Average for ’
Aostralia {200 Towns)| 1,002 | 1,670 | 3,703 | 1,040 | .1,538 | 1,683 { 1,033 | 1,634 | 1,773

By deducting the index-number in colunn A from those in columns B
and C, the relative agpregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus,
for November, 1929, the index-number fur food and groceries in Melbourne
(column A)is1084. Subtracting thisfrom 1,647 (column B} gives a difference
of 563, which is the relative coat of house rent for lLouses of 4 rooms, and
from 1,795 {(column C) gives a difference of 711, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of.5 rooms. The relative vost of housing van be
sacertuined amilarly for each of the towns included.

3. Comparisons with Quarterly Results.—To determine the accuracy
of the figures relating to variations in prices prior vw 1912 for the capital
cities only, and those since the beginning of 1912 for the 30 towns, the coin-
parisons of the results have been made annually with the results obtained
from the investigations covering all towns.

The general closeness of the results is remarkable and indicates that
the index-numbers for the capital cities only for the years prior to 1912,
and for the 30 towns for 1912 and for subsequent years reflect with & sub-
stantial degree of aceuracy the variations in retail prices for Australia. The
trend in the cost of housing was consistent in the three tabulations, the
capital cities showing a slightly lower increase since 1913 than the other
groups of towna. During the period November, 1913, to November, 1929,
the average cost of food and groceries throughout Australia increased 77
per cent.; the cost of housing increased 63.5 per cent.; and the cost of food,
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers‘.

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The {following
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1920
in Australis and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year
before the war, being taken as base (= 1,000). These figures are
obiained chiefly from the * Monthly Bulletin of Statisties ” published by
the League of Nations. It must be understoed that the figuires do not show
thi; relative prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in
each country separately.

Indez-Nwmnbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries 1913 to 1829 (Prices in 1913 as Base =1,000).

- = 8
- - : I3 a3 :
Unrrep Bl 2| o3 8123, .| w g
Hinonoy. AusTRIs. g:ﬁ E% EE § Eg Eg E 3 | Gmmnar
S84 Zd| Mo 3 a E - =
gzel 32| B8] a |as| 82| & | &
Tran, R
. -1
= ¥ g . . . %‘ . : .
28 § g Officlnl ! 3 3 E g ] s z 3 Othielsl
2e | @ £ ] g § | =2, & & a -]
S| : & =] S | S = > 5
Average. ¢
1913 o | 1,000 1,000 1,000 .. .. cl, 000 .. 1,000 1,000, .. 000 1,000 1,000
1914 . .. 1,004 987 1,000 1,000] .. |[d5000] 1,340 . 1,000| 1020] .. 1060
Lalb . . 1,271 1,231 N Lizg .. . 148 ., Lo 1,598 .. 1,420
1010 . ‘e 1,505 1,805 - 1,280) .. . 2,060 .. 1,280 1,882] .. 1,590
1917 . . 20811 2041 .. Ld50| .. . 2,840 .. 1,760| 2618 .. 1,780
1918 PO RN 2,265 2,249, . 1,730 . . 29200 .. 2,110y 3,892} ., 2.170
1919 . .. 2,419 2,451 . 1,560] . 2400} 2,310 38,502 4,150
1920 Lo 3079 2,953] 2,832 ‘e 2,0001 L3520 .. sal0| .., 3,160| 5004] 11 830 14,860
1921 . 1,072] L,8241 1,810 . 1,780 1,502 1,780 1,820) L,730] 3450112830 19,110
1922 .. | L388| L541| L5935 .. 1,760 L4551 13,3400 1,8L0] L700| L400] $,266| 12,100 341,820
1923 .| 1,580] L518] 1421 BL240; 1,720) L5684 9770 2100 17300 1,320 4,180|10,90] p166,198.727
124 Lo | nee2] Leas| 1eel La00] 1,740 1534 si,n:ol 20400 1,780 1,430 4,353 1,000 51,573
1925 . 15010 15951 1,008 1,3600 34,500( 1,544] 10,0807 2,100 1 aaol 026 5,498 L1260 1,418
10:4 vo | L1481 Lave| 144 1. 14800 1,641 #5340, 1,680 1,590| 1820] 7026 41,420 1,334
1927 co i L4160 1442] 1,437 1,330 1,480 1,704/ 9,790, 1,530 1540 1,210 6,172 1,450 1,376
1028 v | ovaa0s] 14300 1,400 L300 1,450 1,807 $.700° 1,530 1,4u0 1,200 6,106] 1,380 1,400
1020 Lo 1,865 1,344 1,328 1,900 1,410 1,637 9,240 1,500 1,480 1,150 6,104° 1,350 1,372
| |z i |
& = £ | 3 . <
LY, [ pud + a . & 2] .
trab x Sy P POLAND. E a Bs %: é 9 o & gl
£l EZ) 2 2| =z |25 |58 2 5| 8% | BE
- | =3 z, o ® ma |~a 1 fay =3 o
Y xan.
58 % g
=] =}
g Eg .| o - Oificial. &5 o 3 |253| = < <4 <
2e= | 22|l 21 & Sl 2] & |823l 2|5 & | &
a - -] 2=
&8s| &% | S 3 S S 8 |3381 § & b S
Average. j i
1913 .. I,WOJJ 1,0000 1,000] 1,000 .. 1,000| 1,080 .. 1,000; 1,000 1,000 000 $.00)
1914 . . was| Love .. k1,600 LOW| .. 1,000 920{ 1,056] 1,024 Laul 988
1113 .. 66| 1,455 .. . Lis| ., . Lu0d| Lava| Lues Livi| 1,070
1940 . 1LITI 2,268 .. . [HETTT . ‘- Liws| 1,382F 18100 1.250; 1ize
T .. 1,483 2,786 . - Leso| . 1,772 L,328| 1,785 L4s2| y407
1918 . - 1038 4.984] .. . SN 1T] . L8:1] L778| 1,99, Laws| 1.53)
1ot9 . 2,359 3,018 2040 ., 1, L, 2002 1,761 (048
920 . . 2.504] 2,848 22101 3,500 w2ls] 2270 2436 2uni| 2233
192k .| BTOE 2004 1,777 .. . Looo| 22200 1,002 1,395 1,349 1,719  Lo1s] 1604
1922 e 5,290 1,958 L504] . 728) 1,790 1,080]  LeTs] 18850 Lele| o] §,645] Lvwes
1923 . 2960 LBl 1373 290 8591 L0l 1,880] tLsue] L4110 L7A7| Lasll Larwl 1,268
1 . Sod0l 2003 1,627 1,080 1wl Lesul ve2ol e 1,408] Liss) nood Leas|  osy
1925 . o d00] ot7 1,548] 2530 1,254 LBsty L6I0) Lulg 1.4 3 Lowa| 1008 10000 1276
1928 . 8,540 1,780 AL 46| 1,880 ALBL LSLON 1490 LA45( L433| 1,684) 1,563 1536 1248
1927 - 52700 3,608 1480 1,670 1188 u720[ 1460 1.422] 1se7| Leral 152 Lae| 1sac
1928 .. 4010 1.700] 1400 16101 1.188] 1,670 1,480] 1.44n| 1 400) L6a7| 1506 1474 1,204
1029 e 4,810 1,662 1,420 1,630 1,134 1,710 1,400, 1,412] 1,383 1,657 1,491 1,471 1,161
a June, 1914, & Gold index. ¢ February. d Ju]{. e End of year. Qficial slnce year 1925
¢ 000.000 omitled. h New geries. £ Average of elght mountha, 3 For * Ekonomisk Revye™

sefics from 1913 to 1023, sez Labour Report No. i4, p. 1328, & January. ¢ Yatil end 1995,  Lorenz.””
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2. Refail Prices—Australia and other Couniries.—The following table
gives index-numbers of retail prices, {a) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and (b) food only for the month of July in each year from
1914 to 1929, and where available, for December, 1929, the prices for July,
1914 being taken as base (= 1,000). It must be understood, however, that
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the * Monthly Bulletin
of Statistics,” publizshed by the League of Nations, show merely the fluctua-
tions in prices in each conntry, and are not comparable horizontally.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Conntries for the Month of July, 1914 to 1929, and
Dagember, 1929, with Prices in July, 1914, as Base (= 1,000},

(s) COST OF LIVING.

8 o " . g
H 28| 5] £} 4 B
m S | Averela. 3 3 =5 = g GERMAKY, “ 1
=34 ] o 3 = = = H
o [ = a &= [ ] B
No.of Towneatd { g3 | viennn. | 69 | 12 [ 100 | 2t [ pare. 72 Mian. | poa
¢
e S tee| | 138 %) ahogg) cnoee }0%0] 1000 1,000
noIpi? o | uBoo a.700] .. ot Ussol eglsigl ol i T
T E] .| 2,100 g0l . o 1,.820| d5,880 .. o880 .,
T3 o]z zswou| Lo | aZsso] 2110 dweso] 2,380 . 2800 O]
" 1920 o1 ossel  Baoco 18,530 2:620| 9.310} 410 10,650) £410} ..
Tl | ZRm|  eo720] veee] 10190) 2370 12140 Zo70 12.500) 4,940] 3,880
" 1922 S Lg0) zeamot0r 900 26100 Lol 1120|2020 53.820] 4'880; 3.570
. 198 T aron| 1,090 24770 2040 Lhito; 3340 37,651,000| 4.570] 4.520
o 1824 . 1,710 B8G0 n.m.ﬂ. ¥8,330 2,140 11,540 2,060 21,284] 26| 4080
19 R I 970} 1,330 01401 2a00] 120180 8000 433 5,020| 5,100
- 1824 . 1,700 51,0307 1,740 25800/ 1.840] al,540 4,850 1424] 64000 8,880
”o10g7 1,640/ 1,060, 040 27,880 1,760 1670] 5.260 1,600| 5,480} ul,130
»o1ee8 ] 180 1,080] 2.050] 20'1001 1.780] 1,610{ 1,050 152017 U480} 1172
. 1979 | 1,630 1120 160410860 L7s0| 2600 1,130 1,544] 1480 1268
Deo. 1029 16680 11501 22801 10,6300 17201 1.590! 1,150 1,526] 18000 1,814
. 4
" 3 m m o = &
m Pousnr. | 2 gq | &4 (g2 1 2 mm m mm
- -0 Un 13 -
z & (&3 8= |8<| 3 | & | 5 |23
Lot nd
o, o N s & 31 [ Warsaw a® 3¢ |vombay | 60 82 2 | e
o i T e ¢ J !
July 1914 o tese 1000 w000 1000 1,000 10000 1,000 {000 1,000 1,000
. 1916 A Y] 1150l . . vaso| Tosel 1osl 1032
TSt coq Lol 1,600 .. <122l amen|  wepdl 1,283
MRTIT IR 0% 20| 2,04 vaoo] Usie 1620  17ed] . 1,440
"1t ] a3 : 2,670 zzx0f  Lse0l ©450 1860 1903 .. 1578
o 1920 .e 3,070  §111,730 2,900] 2,240 1,800 1,740 2,000 2,004 aa 12816
»orgEt o1 nowl CesToen|  Ziseof 20000 770l le2o| Keso| L7es| Lzl i7ee
w1922 v 2,581 517, 1,800 1,840, 1,650 1,350 1,560 1,605 1,408 L6500
w1923 .| 2380 ez 1,740 1.640) L6300 E310| 1560l 1\782) Leso| Lo
" oje24 i 2w neis nrol sesol  nazel iuse| Keso| Li2s Tame| 160z
T ool 2500 1.456] 1,760 1,680 1770 13300 U860 1779| kLeds] 1,831
. o1026 ] 200 et areel Lefor  wrel 13100 1570] 1766 lles2] reds
5 1927 . 2,030, 1,158 1690 1,800 1,764 1,510 1,500 1,720 1,454 1,610
Tt .| temo 12281 L7306l vei 10500 18100 155500 1718| 1.486] 1slo
w1920 . 1,800] 1,234 1,690 1,610 1,670 1,810 1,680 1,714 1,403 1,610
Dév. 1929 o 170 1.261 17000 120l 1800l 12000 100l Tl7iel vaos! 1810

NoTe,—With the followlng excep bers in the above tuble, ate based on the cost of food,
housing, clothing and mlscell items ~~Belgl exclusive of bousing; Switzerland aod Brltish Indls,
exclusive of miacellaneous items ; Luxemburg, exclusive of housing and miscellaneous. .

£
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Index-Kumbers of Retajl Prices in Various Conntries, &c.—continued,
(8} PRICES OF FOODSTUFFA,

=" : - 1 -
g B | o= 4 £ 3 a.
8o | AvsTai. g 2 = = 4 | France. s =8
== & Z ] M
o ] 8:% a e > =3
No. of Towns and 8% | Vienos. | 59 |omamtey| w0 | 21 | Paris, 72 10
" m [
July {g:; e . :.ggg L000; .. 1,000 ll.ggg 1,000 ;.g‘og 1,008 n
» 1016 .. | 1610 . . . vdeo| 1290 oL .
w 17 ) 2,040 . .. 1 . 1,840 . “a
. 18 | 2,100 . .. . 1,870 .. 2,080 N .
o 1819 N ‘e 8170 . ‘. . 2,121 .. 2 810 .. ..
w 1920 . - | 2,620 L . . 2,530 10,130 3,730 12,526, ..
w 1821 . ‘e 2,260 F579.000| ¢,000 13,030 2,360| 13,230 3,060 14,010 .e
. 1822 . .. | 1,750 3,282,360 876 14,300 LA40] 11410 2.7 % 1,020
. 1823 .. .. | Laso| 12mioon| rosoe 92101 L8g80]| 10,020 4.2 10 |48,510,000 090
e LUE4 +e ‘e Lad)]  14,362.000] 1,240 10, (KM 2,000] 10,530 3,600) 91,314 040
w1925 .- v | LGB . 1,330 u, 100 2,100 L1450 4,210 1,678 950
w1028 e .. | 1,410 31,158| 1,850 8,760 1,50 a1,440 6,740 1,455 910
w1927 . « ] 1580 1220 2,100 9,620 1,530] 1,440 6,570 1,568 Bo0
w1028 .e N 1,560 1,190 2,040 #,130] 1,630, 15104 1,110 1,541 810
T 7 S .. | 1,580 L2sol 2120 5.250) 1,400, 1,460 1,280 1,567 900
Des. 1029 .. .. | 1570 1,220i 2270' al287l  1asdl 10420 1,250, 1622 890
<
= Z : - r 3 = g
e § | Porawp. g ga‘ Bilad| 3 a4 E % #
- ] e £ B = = | &% a | B a
a c g | &% | 25 85| S [=z8) 8 | A L]
£ z n ma | WS | @ | o | Sa < | ma
No. of Towns Dome .
o un“ . Milan, 31 Worsaw, L) 33 bay. & 4] 51 30 25 |[Madrid.
cnlltien., N
1 <
Jaly }g{; “e 1,004 :.ggg 1,000 l‘.m 01,000| 1,000 li.(t’lguo 1,323 1,000 :,% {.?gg 1"6?&
Y lme .o | vaw| s Il vseol .. 1 o0 | rise] 1120 1,090 130g| 1108 1ice
,: 1917 ‘e 2,100 2030 .. 1.350] .. ‘e L2801 1,530 1,4%0) 1,243 1,280 1,200
W 108 +e 42500 2,740 .. 2610 .. . Lu4Q] 1,730 1,650] L3od] L1393 L,540
Sl | de mes o lnm | e G v e
P | . 44 s . .97 ‘. . + 4 it AT 1,800
woreet .. | sseo| 20zni 458,550 2,320) 2,110 1,740f 1,300 1,490 1,450 1812| 1,841] 1890
o 1822 v 4,920 2,330 744 L7001 1,570] 1,600] LLGu| 1,460] 1.390) 1,482 1,421 1.810
. 1923 4,006( 2,180 Tld{ 3,600 1,660 1,480 [,160] 1,350 1.440] 1,644] 1.43¢] L.77¢
w1924 v 5080 2,480 1,801 L,500] 1,706 1,51G) 1,170 L3100 14600 L485| 1,44 1,840
o 1925 . 6,020 2,000 1,758 Lagy] L0l L7l L2ool L3BoL 15800 1,558 L5009 1,300
W 1826 .. 8540 1, 2,070; 1,560 1,500] 1,740 L1701 1,510 1,530, 1,688, §,408| 1870
. 1827 e 5,240 1,750 1,431 1,510 1,570 1,780] 1,100 44| 1,500 1,617 1,447} 1800
s 1928 ., [ AL400] 1,780 1 441) 1,579 1.57% 1,810 L1 L4706 1,4 1,547 147¢ 1,760
w1828 .o | al 440t 1570 1,392] 1,51¢{ 1,550 1,630 1,160/ 1,500| 1,550 1.50% 1,460 1,810
De¢, 1020 . 1,490 1,570 1,435 1,470 1,670 1,670) 1,120] 1,610 15640 1,552 1,460 1,610
a Gold index, & New series. ¢ Yearly average. o January, e Average of
second quarter. f New geriea, November, 1927, ¢ Sinco 1924 ** Iteichsmarka'" prices.
A Wew secries, November, 1927, + Sinee 1922 ‘- Aoty ™ pricea recalculated—base October, 1426,
J December, & Third qunrter of year. I From 1915, for month of Awgust, m For
1921-24, 1ncludes fuel and zoap, since 1025 excluslve of those jtems. n Basa 1921-23=1,000.
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