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PREFACE.

BY the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, the Commonwealth
is empowered "to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of
the Commonwealth, with respect to," inter alia, "Census and Statistics." In
exercising the power so conferred, a "Census and Statistics Act" was passed
in 1905, and in the year following the "Commonwealth Bureau of Census
and Statistics" was created. The publication here presented is the fourth authori-
tative Year Book issued under the Federal Constitutkm.

This Year Book furnishes corrected statistics for the whole period of Austra-
lian settlement, viz., from 1788 to 1910. Wherever space has permitted, detailed
statistics have been furnished for each year since Federation, viz., from 1901 to
1910. In the few instances where this has proved impracticable, reference will be
necessary to Year^ Books Nos. 1, 2 and 3. The inclusion, as stated, of the tota
available information in the more important branches of statistics enables this
publication to be used wherever it is desired to make a comparative survey of the
unfolding of this portion of the British Empire. Not only are the results
given for the Commonwealth as a whole, but also for each State therein.

The general arrangement of the publication corresponds with that of previous
issues, and is shewn in the synopsis on pp. xi. to xxvii. immediately following.
This arrangement has been widely commended, and will be substantially adhered
to in future issues.

In addition, however, to what may be called purely statistical matter,
each issue contains special articles dealing at length with some particular
subject or subjects of more or less permanent interest. To repeat these
year after year would unduly increase the size of the publication. It was
stated, therefore, in the preface to Year Book No. 1 that, as a rule, only a
brief condensation of the speci'al" Srtibles would appear in subsequent issues
of the Year Book, or they might be omitted altogether. Consistently with
this intention considerable changes will be found to have been made. In many
cases the articles in Year Books Nos. 1, 2 and 3 have been reduced to synopses ;
in other cases matter has been wholly deleted, and new matter introduced in
lieu thereof, and specially important subjects have been more exhaustively
discussed. An index to such special articles, etc., as have been published only in
previous issues of the Year Book has been compiled and is included herein (see
page viii.)



vi PREFACE.

The present issue of the Year Book contains several new features of interest.
Among these may be mentioned the section dealing with the Lakes of Australia,
Seismology in Australia, particulars relating to the first year's operations under the
Old Age Pensions Act, the schemes of organisation under the recent Defence Acts,
and a comprehensive account of the Federal Capital movement. Among the
various additions and improvements to the maps and graphs, the maps shewing
the distribution of rainfall and the railway systems of the Commonwealth may be
specially mentioned; four new maps relating to the Federal Capital Territory have
also been included.

Through the co-operation of the various State Bureaux with the Common-
wealth Bureau it has been possible to still further advance the accuracy, and in
general the intrinsic value, of Australian Statistics, and the collection of data is
being continually improved.

It has been found desirable to deal with the subject matter from a twofold,
and to some extent, from a threefold aspect, viz.:—

(i.) The development of the individual States :
(ii.) The progress of Australia as a whole from the earliest times :

(iii.) The statistical comparison of Australia with other leading countries of
the world :

this last, however, being somewhat restricted.

In the endeavour to supply reliable details of this character, considerable
difficulties have been experienced, more particularly as regards the early years of
Australian colonisation, and although assistance has been cordially rendered not
only by the State Statistical Bureaux, but also by other State Departments that
were in a position to help, the results obtained must in many cases be considered
as roughly approximate only. No effort is spared, however, to embody the most
reliable information available.

A feature of this publication is the use made of maps and diagrams. The
changing boundaries of the various States, the course of exploration, the orography
and geology of the territory, the distribution of the population of Australia, of
its rainfall, etc., the development of. its railway system, and similar facts can be
properly appreciated only by the use of maps. In like manner the progress of
events, the characteristics of growth and decline, can in general be grasped much
more readily graphically than numerically. The diagram or "graph" is a direct
picture in which the relative magnitudes are preserved and by which instantaneous
comparisons of a wide range of facts are made possible at a glance. For the more
accurate examinations of statistical data, however, numerical results are also given
in extenso.

The development of Australia has been in many instances very remarkable,
and this could be shewn only by tables and graphs dating back to its beginning
in 1788. In most cases accurate data are not available for years much before
1860. In such cases, therefore, it seemed sufficient at present to give continuous
results from that year onwards.



PREFACE. vii

The great mass of material embodied in this Tear Book has been carefully
examined, but it would be idle to hope that all error has been avoided. The
Commonwealth Statistician desires to express appreciation of the opportunity
afforded him of perfecting the matter of the Year Book, by those who have been
kind enough to point out defects or make suggestions.

The corresponding years indicated in various sections of this book do not
always necessarily refer to the same period. Though the years specified ordinarily
refer to the calendar years, in certain sections—e.g., the sections on Railways, and
on Commonwealth, State, and Private Finance—the years indicated generally refer
to the financial years ended the 30th June. Again, as regards the section on
Agricultural Production, the year ordinarily ends on the 31st March, while in the
section on Local Government the financial years of local bodies in the several States
end at various dates. The precise period for which returns are given is indicated
where necessary.

Recent information or returns which have come to hand since the various
Sections were sent to press, may be found in the Appendix, p. 1186 et seq.

In conclusion, the Commonwealth Statistician desires to express his cordial
thanks to the State Statisticians, -and to the responsible officers of the various
Commonwealth and State Departments, who have kindly, and often at consider-
able trouble, supplied all desired information.

G. H. KNIBBS,
Commonwealth Statistician.

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OP CENSUS AND STATISTICS,

1st May, 1911.
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C O R R I G E N D A .

Page 189, seventh line, for "46,981" read "46.980."
„ 399, fourth line, for "seven" read " eight" ; fifth and seventh lines, for " 1908-9''

read "1909-10."
412, fourth line, for " 1908-9" read " 1909-10."

„ 432, heading of table, substitute (*) for (fl for 1906, and (t) for (*) for 1907, 1908,
and 1909.

,, 509, first part of table, South Australia, last column, for " 114,019" read "5776,"
and Commonwealth total, for " 154,859" read "46,616."

,, 591, tenth line from bottom of page, for "conduct" read " conduit."
,, 703, seventh line from bottom of page, after " at head of page" insert "700."
„ 769, first line, for " 1910" read " 1911."

808, line before second table, for " 1909" read "1910."
,, 814 to 819.—Owing to the fact that the finally adjusted Commonwealth

Financial returns for 1909-10 did not come to hand until after the chapter
dealing with Commonwealth Finance had been printed off, certain amend-
ments necessary in the tables of classified expenditure could not be effected.
The amended figures have consequently b.een inserted in full on pages 1191-2
of the Appendix hereto.

834, second table, 1908 figures, for ""841,227" read "1,023,629," and for
"20,245,485" read "20,427,887" ; 1909 figures, for "1,508,783" read
" 1,508,883," and for " 22,732,065" read " 22,732,165" ; and omit note at
foot of table.

„ 897, twelfth line, for "our" read " four."
935, first table, last figure second last column, for "368,978" read " 368,078."

„ 968, last line, for "five" read "six."


