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PREFACE

The Census of Population and Housing is conducted to provide details of the number of people in Australia
on Census night, The Census is also a valuable source for a wide range of demographic, social and economic data
about the Australian population, for sub—populations within Australia and for small geographic arcas.

This publication presents Census data on a range ol occupalions generally regarded as ‘cultural’. Details
are provided ol scx, age, hours worked, income, birthplace, ficld of study of highest qualification, industry of
cmiployment and State of usual residence on Census night.

This publication is the first to present occupation data at a detailed level for cultural activitics. The data in
the publicationare a summary of 1991 Population Census data sought by the Cultural Ministers Council in pursuance
of its aim of making culture/lcisurc data morc available and morc accessible.

Detailed information on he classifications used in the 1991 Population Census can be found in the 7991
Census Direciory of Classifications (2904.0). Informatiton concerning the terms used in this publication will be
found in the Explanatory Notes (pages 23-24).

This publication has been prepared by the ABS National Culturc/Leisure Statistics Unit, established in the
Adelaide Office of the ABS with financial assistance [rotn the Cultural Ministers Council.

Data on cultural occupations in respect of each State/Territory (based on the usual place of residence on
Census night) cross—classified by the other variables used in this publication, may be ordered from the ABS.
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August 1994






CONTENTS

Table Page
Sommary of Findings 2

Number of Persens in Sclecied Cultural Occupations, Australia, 6 August 1991

1 By Selected Industries 5
2 By Sex 9
3 By Birthplace 10
4 By Income _ 11
5 By Age 13
6 By Hours Worked 135
7 By Field of Study of Highest Qualification 17
3 By Place of Usual Residence 20
9 Nuinber of Persons in Selected Cultural Occupation Groups, 1986 and 1991
Population Censuses 22
Explanatory Notes 23
Related Publications 24
INQUIRIES s for more infoxﬁlation about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
uol}%l:;?ismd statistics, contact Jeff Carey on Adelaide (08) 237 7445 or any ABS State

+ for more information about other ABS statistics and scrvices please contact Information
Services on Canberra {06) 252 6627, (06) 252 5402, or any ABS State Office.




CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT AS A
MAIN JOB - 1991 CENSUS

CHARACTERISTICS OF
PERSONS WORKING IN
CULTURAL OCCUPATIONS

Sex

Birthplace

Qualification

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

From the 1991 Census, the number of pcople working in a cultural occupation
as their main job was almost 120,000 (see Table 1). These people worked in
both cultural industries (as listed in Table 1) and non—cultural industaocs
{(e.g. hotels and clubs}.

The total number of people employed in cultural activities can be estimated by
the addition of all pcople working in cultural occupations (120,000) and the
number of people working in non—cultural occupations in just the cultural
industncs {e.g. a carpenter employed by a dance group to make sets). Table 1
shows that over 63,000 persons had their main job in non—-cultural occupations
in cultural industries.

Using these estimates. 183 000 persons had a cultural activity as their main job.

There is curently a debate on whether Architectural Services and Advertising
Services should be regarded as part of the *Cultural Industry’. At present, they
are not included in {he Culture/Leisurc Industry Statistical Framcwork. How-
ever, cultural occupations {e.g. architects and illlusirators etc.) in these industrics
arc included in the estimate of Culiural Employment described above (i.e. within
the 120,000). Inclusion of employees with non—cultural occupations in these
two industrics would have added a furiher 25.000 persons to the 63,000 persons
above., Using this broader concept. cultural employment was 208,000 persons.

51.9% ol workers whose main job was in a cultural cccupation were males which
compared to 57.4% of all persons employed in Australia who were males. The
corresponding figures for females were 48.1% in cultural occupations and 42.6%
in all occupatious. This indicates that whilst more males (62,010) than femalcs
(57,603) were employed in cultural occupations, there were proportionally icss
males and more [emales employed in cultural occupations than for all employed
persons in Australia.

The main occupations which attracted more males than females were Architects
and Instrurnental Musicians, while the occupations where the numbcer of females
was much greater than males were Librarians, Library Technicians and Assis-
tants and private Music Teachers.

73.7% (88,139) of workers whosc main job was in a cultural occupation in the
week prior to the Population Census were born in Australia. The majority of the
remainder had European birthplaces; 10.4% (12,478) were bon in U.K. and
Ireland; 5.7% (6,793) were bom in other parts of Europe and the former U.S.S.R.
3.3% (3,992) came from Southern, Southecast and Northeast Asia.  For all
employed persons, the corresponding distribution was 74.2% of people bom in
Australia, 8.6% U.K. and Ireland. 7.4% Other Europe and 4.2% in Southermn.
Soulhcast and Northeast Asia. Thus, there is a slightly higher proportion of
persons with cultural occupations born in U.K. and Ireland and slightly lower in
Other Europe and Asia, in comparison with the country of birth for all cmployed
persons.

28.6% (34,239) workers whose main job was in a cultural occupation had
qualifications within the culture related broad field. Society and Culture, and
8.6% (10,263) held qualifications in Architecture or Interior Design. There were
a further 21.2% (25,404) of workers in cultural occupations who held qualifica-
tions cutside these fields, and approximately 41.1% (49.146) of workers had no
qualifications.



Income

Age

19.9% of workers whose main job was in a cultural occupation reccived an
income of less than $12,000, 18.4% fcll into the $12,001-$20.000 range, 26.9%
between $20,001-$30.000, 18.3% between $30.001-$40.000, and 14.3% over
$40,000. A comparison with the incomne distribution for all employcd persons
in Australia indicates that there were 18.6% of persons with an income of lcss
than $12,000, 22.6% in the range of $12,001-320,000, 29.2% between $20,001-
$30,000, 14.8% between $30,001-$40,000 and 11.5% over $40,000. Thus, the
proportion of persons in boththe higher and lower groups was greater for cultural
occupations than all occupations, which indicates thai income levels are more
widely dispersed for culturat occupations.

PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS IN SELECTED CULTURAL
QCCUPATIONS BY INCOME, AULSTRALIA
6 AUGUIST, 1991
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29.9% (35,678) of workers whose main job was in a cultural occupation were
aged between 30-39 at the time of the population census; 27.3% (32,637) were
in the 20-29 age group with another 24.0% (28,717} being aged between 40 and
49. There was little diffcrence in the age distribution of workers in cultural
occupations with all employed persons in Australia, with the exception of
persons 15-19 years. There were 3.2% of persons with cultural occupations in
thc 15-19 ycar age group compared with 6.9% across all occupations. The
cultural occupation with the highest percentage (41.2%) of workers under 20
years of age was in the Apprentice Craft Worker occupation category .

PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS IN SELECTED CULTURAL
OCCUPATIONS BY AGE, AUSTRALIA
6 AUGUST, 191
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State

Hours worked

1986 CENSUS

At the Census date, 36.1% (43,128) workers in cultural occupations usual place
of residence (as distinct from where they actually were on Census night} was in
New South Wales. 26.2% (31,303) in Vicioria, 14.5% (17,285) in Queensland,
7.6% (9.066} in South Australia, 8. 7% (10,340} in Wesiern Australia, 2.3%
(2,784) in Tasmania. 1.0% in Northern Territory (1,133). and in Australian
Capital Termitory 3.2% (3.878). Approximately 0.5% (650) of persons recorded
that their usual place of rcsidence was Overseas.

The distribution of usual place of residence for all employed persons was 32.5%
in New South Wales, 24.8% Victoria, 16.4% Queensland, 8.3% South Australia,
9.1% Western Australia, 2.4% Tasmania, 0.9% Northerm Territory and 1.9%
Australian Capital Territory. The proportion of people in cultural occupations
in New South Wales, Victona, Northern Termtory and the Australian Capital
Temitory was higher than the percentage of all employed persons in those States.

63.1% (75,374) of thosc people whose main job was in a cultural occupation
worked 35 hours and over in that main job in the week prior to the Census while
14 2% (16,920} responded that they worked between 1 and 15 hours. The
comparable percentages for all cmployed persons was 69.0% for 35 hours and
over, and 9.5% for 1-15 hours, which indicatcs that the proportion of part time
wotk in cultural occupations is greater than in all occupations.

PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS IN SELECTED CULTURAL
OCCUPATIONS BY IOURS WORKED, AUSTRATIA
6 AUGUST, 1991
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Comparison belween occupations in the 1986 and 1991 Censuses was hot
possible at the 6 digit level of ASCO as the 91 Census was the {irst in which such
occupations were coded to this level of detail. For those occupation groups at
the unit group level of ASCO (i.e. 4 digit) where a direct comparison belween
the 1986 and 1991 Population Censuses could be made. the number of persons
whose main job was in a cultural occupation unil group increased by 12.0% —
6.6% increase in the male figurcs compared with a 24, 1% increasc in the figure
for females. Authors and Rcelated Professionals was the occupation unit group
where the largest increase was recorded (49.5%). Two occupation unit groups
recorded falls over the period. Architects and Landscape Architects recorded a
fall of 4% despite a 26.9 % increase in the number of females being recorded
the occupation unit group; (he number of persons recorded in the Performing
Arts Support Workers occupation unit group fell by 9.8% (males fell by 9.8%
and fcmales by 3.5%).
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Confidentiality

L. All personal information collected in the Census is
confidential. In statistical tables, to protcct the confidentiality
of information about individual persons, automatic adjust-
ments arc made to some tables. For this reason the sum of the
components of a table will not always equal the total of a table.
The automatic adjustments have a greater impact on cells with
a small vahwe and as a consequence cxtreme carc should be
used when examining ¢ells with a value of 5 or less.

Data quality

2. When collecting information in the Census, there arc
a number of potential sources of error that may affect the
quality of the resulting data. Errors in the Census may result
from incorrect cnumeration, incomplete responses, respondent
mistakes or crrors in processing. The counts will aiso be
alfected by adjustments to the data to affect confidentiality.

Data sources
1991 Census data

-  CMATRIX Tables Nos. USC6292 to USC6296 requested
by the Statistical Advisory Group (SAG) fo the Culural
Minisiers Council.

— 199 Census of Population and [{ousing: State Compari-
son Series (2731.0).

— 199} Census of Population and Housing. Expanded
Connnunity Profile (2722.0).
1986 Census data

References

3. For definitions of terms and concepts used in the
Census and in this publication refer to:

— 1991 Census: Dictionary (2901.0)

— 1991 Census: Direclory of Classifications (2904.0)

—  Australian Standard Classification of Occupations
(ASCO} - Statistical Classification (1222.0)

—  Australian Standard Classification of Occupations
(ASCO) - Occupation Definitions (1223.0)

—  Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC),
Volwme 1 The Classification (1201.0)

—  ABS Classification of Qualifications (ABSCQ)  (1262.0)
—  Australian Standard Classification of Countries for
Social Statistics (ASCCSS) (1269.0)

Other references are:

How Australia Takes a Census ((2903.0)

National Culture—Leisure Statistical Framewark, 4th
Edition (published by the Statistical Advisory Group to
the Cultural Ministers Council).

Occupation codes

4. The tables in this publication arc the result ol a con-
sultancy commissioned by the Statistical Advisory Group
{SAG) to the Cuftural Ministers Council. They chose occupa-
tions which were considercd to be of intercst to researchers
examining cultural industries’.

5. The sclected occupations and occupalion groups in-
cluded both 4 and 6 digit codes from the Australian Standard
Classification of Occupations (ASCO)  Statistical Classifica-
tion (First Edition) (1222.0). As a result, the occupations
presented in Tables 3 and 7 in this publication represciit 2 mix
of 4 and 6 digit ASCO codes.

6. Users should be aware that data at the 6—digit level
have not been available previously and that not all responscs
to the Population Census can be reliably coded at that level.
Sometimes the information provided can only be assigned Lo
a broad classification catcgory in ASCO. The ASCO ceding
system was designed to take account of such difficultics and
provides such categories as 2800-00 Artists and related pro-
fessionals not further defined, 2805-00 Designers and
illustrators not further defined.

7. The Codes used in Tables 1. 2, 4-6 and 8 of this
publication arc presented by 6-digit ASCO code and incorpo-
rate the not further defined categories, as outlined above.

8. Care should be taken in the use of the Occupation Unit
Group (4—digit level) and Occupationtitles (6—digitlevel) used
in the tables. The titles used are those given to the various
occupations in ASCO but arc not necessarily cxclusive ol any
other occupalion title e.g. 2805-13 Graphic Designer will
include persons who described their occupation as commercial
artists, animators, calligraphers, display artists. exhibition de-
signcrs, package designers, publication designers and sct
designers as well as those who actually described themsclves
as graphic designers. For a detailed description of the actual
occupations shown under a particular name in the tables please
refcr 1o the relevant description in ASCO (1222.0) (1223.0).

Culturai occupations

9. The Cultural Occupations included in this publication
weie sclected after consultation with the Statistical Advisory
Group 1o the Cultural Ministers Council. These occupations
are those where it is belicved that a majority of those persons
coded to that occupation wilt have been cngaged in cultural
activitics, For examplc, in the occupation of Architects. a
majority of those who describe themselves as Architects are
believed to spend their tume in creative design work, and
therelore are regarded as a cultural occupation. However, it is
accepted that some architects may spend a component of their
working time engaged in cither non—cullural activilies or
activities which may be only slightly relatcd to cultural activi-
(ics e.g. an archilccl checking a ccment pour specification. On
the other hand, occupations which would have had a cultural
content but where the majority of employecs would have been
doing non—cultural work have been excluded e.g. in Gccupa-
tion 7425 Weavers, a majority are believed to be working as
factory employecs in the manufacturing industries whilc only
a relatively small number are belicved to be working creatively
¢.¢. on hand looms, etc. Thereforc, Weavers arc regarded as



a non—cuitural occupation. However, those workers in the
creative side of such occupations will generally be employed
in cuttural industries and are thercfore shown in Table 1 as
employces in non—cultural occupations in cultural industries.
Such employces are counted in the figure for cultural cmploy-
ment (see Summary of Findings).

Field of study of highest qualification

10, The fields of study of highesl qualifications choscn
for inclusion in Tabl¢ 7 are those that were of special interest
to govermnment cultural organisations.

11 The Field of Study Classification used in the 1991
Population Census is summarised in the 199! Census
Directory of Classifications (2904.0), and the detailcd hist is
contained in the ABS Clussification of Qualifications (4BSCO)
{1262.0). The 1991 Census Directory of Classifications Codes
which relate to the various headings shown in Table 7 are as
follows:

Societv and culture — History 414, Librarianship 431,
Litcrature 441, Visual & performing ars (n.f.d.) 480,
Music 481, Art & craft 482, Pholography 483, Graphic
design 484, Fashion design 485, Drama and dance 480,
Visual and performing ans ne.c. 489, Communication
492 Other 400, 410-413, 420422 429, 440, 442,449~
452,461, 471, 490-491.493—494 and 499,

Health — 200-225,229-243, 250-252, 290-292 and 295.

Management, administration, sales, marketing — 100,
110-114, 119, 120-122, 129, 130-132, 139

Fducation — Teacher Librarianship 314, Other 300, 310-
313, 320-322, 329, 390-392 and 399.

Architecture — Architecture 711, Interior Design 712.

Inadequutely described/nol applicable/not specified —
000,

Other fields — All othier Codes not included above.

Industry

12, The industry classification used in this publication is
the Australion Standard Industrial Classification, 1983
(1201.0). The industries selected for inclusion in Table 1 as
cultural are based on the activities included in the National
Culture/Leisure Industry Statistical Framework which was
developed by the Statistical Advisory Group to the Cultural
Ministers Council. The industry ¢lasses and their ASIC code
are as follows:
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Industry Name ASIC Code
Publishing 2641
Printing and publishing 2642
Music stores 4855
Libraries 8251
Museums and art galleries 8252
Motion picture production 9131
Motion picture film hire 9132
Motion picture theatres 9133
Radio siations 9134
Television station 2133
Live theatre, orchestras, bands 9136
Creative arts 9137
Parks and zoological gardens 9141
Photo Services ne.c. 9361

Special nole should be taken of Photo Services n.e.c. This
consisls of estublishinents mainly engaged in undertaking
porirait photography and excludes establishments mainly
engaged in:

— developing, printing or other processing of motion picturc
or other photographic tilm;

— relailing photographic equipment or supplics;
— providing aeral photography services; and

— in motion picture production.

Symbols and other usages

- no observations or less than 3 observations recorded
but withheld o preserve confidentiality (see
Conlidentiality abovc).

not elsewhere classified

not further defined

neg.
nfd

Related publications

Attendance at Selected Cultural Venues, Australia, June
1991 (4114.0)

Music and Performing Arts, Australia, 1991 (4116.0)

Music and Performing Arts at Major Venues in capital
Cities, 1991 (4171.0)

Work in Selected Culture/leisure Activities, Australia,
March 1993 (6281.0)

Cultural Trends in Austratia No. I - A Statistical Overview
(4172.0)
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