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CHAPTER L—PRICES.

§ 1. Wholesale Prices

1. General.--Information regarding variations in wholesale” prices in
Melbourne for 1928 and previous years is given herein. The investigation,
commenced in 1912, included the collection of prices for years back to 1861
and the computation of index-numbers in connexion therewith.

The data upon which the investigation is based were obtained mainly
from reports of Melbourne market prices published in the ordinary press
and in apecial trade reviews. In any case of doubt as to the reliability of
the figures, the records thus obtained were verified by reference to well-known
business firms dealing in the articles in question. Every care was taken to
engure that the prices quoted for each article referred to a uniform quality,
and, in cases where several ‘sources of information were utilized for
obtaining prices of single commodities, special precautions were taken to
ensure substantial continuity of quality or grade. In most cages, monthiy
prices weze obtained (but where daily or weekly quotations were available,
these were adopted), and arithmetic averages for the several years were
computed. In regard, however, to a few commodities, such as cosl,
tea, cotton and wool, since monthly prices were not available for
back years, yearly averages, based in each case on relisble data, were
secured,

Since 1912 the wholesale prices of the commodities, included in the
investigation, have been recorded monthly, and index-numbers have been
computed from these price data for monthly, quarterly, and annual periods.
The resuits have been published in the Quarterly Summary of Awustralian
Statisties and in the Annual Labour Reports.
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It was at first intended to obtain records on the lines indicated for a
uniform list of commodities for the capital city in each State. Owing, how-
ever, to the large amount of work involved, and to the difficulty experienced in
obtaining regularly the prices of anything like o uniforin representative list
of commodities from the information published in some of these eities, this
idea has for the present been abandoned.

2. Bagis and Commodities Included.—Retail prices have the advantege
that a comparatively small list of commodities suffices to represent s
large proportion of the average expenditure. They are, however, subject
to the difficulty that their variations depend largely upon local conditions,
and it is, therefore, necessary to collect the data over a wide area.
Wholesale prices, on the other hand, are fixed usually at one or two centres
but a much larger list of commodities must be covered.

Tho list which follows shows that the commeodities included in this
investigation embrace a large number of the staple articles of Australian
consumption and production. The commodities have been distributed into
eight groups, and indez-numbers have been computed for each group
separately, and for all groups combined.

The index-numbers up to the year 1911 are based on the prices of 80
commodities, but since that year the number has been increased to 92.*
The proposed revision of the present list with a view to increasing the
number of commodities regarding which wholesale prices are collected was
deferred on account of the transfer of the Burean to Canberra. Preliminary
inquiries have been made, but further investigation will be necessary before
adopting an extended regimen. The methods followed for the computation
of the wholesale price index-numbers are the same as those adopted in regard
to ratail prices. The comnmodities included, the units of measurcments for
which the prices are taken, and the mass-units indicating the relative extent
to which each commodity in the units of measurement specified is used or
consumed, are shown in the following statement.

* Iy the computation of the Indox-numbers for years prior to 1911, the aggrogate sxpenditure
on 80 commoditios In 1011 s taken as base (= 1,000j, while for Jater years tho aggregote expeaditure
on 92 commodities in 1011 |» taken,
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Melbourne Wholesale Prloos—uommodities inoluﬂed. Units of lleasu:ement, and
\ * Mass-Units,
Mass Mam
Commaodity. Brand. Unis. Unit, Commaodity, | Brand. Unit, Uals.
' Groop .
GROUP V.
Iron—
ey aud Bar " | Biagors | " gI et .. | Sultanas . Liog
Al T (i} " e 1r]le0 i
"‘“ﬂ’ and Tro . " s Herrings .. | Lelb.tresh dor;j;l-lb. "s0
s - ] .
“Hoop - " 1 || satmen .. [ 11b. tall N &0
Oalvanized .. | 24 gau (] " 6 Alaska
Tinned Plates .. | 1.C. Coke cwt, L'} Hardines .. | Halves |doz. halvee] 100
Fencing Wire .. | No. 8 .. ton [ Coffes . .. | Plantatfon . 200
fino ahest .. .. - 1 Cocon .o [MeEenzle's " 100
Lead, shect .. .- - i Sugar oo | Hou 1A ton 22
" L .. .. " 2,000 glmroni . . ]bi 2:02
Qopper, ehest .. . b, ge e owt.
gl).llcll:allver e e " 12 Rlco - .- ton 2
.. | Newoastle, ton 800 Balt .. v | Australlam " 7
oo whart fina
Balt .. .o | Rook .. " 1
- M . | Coleman's| doz. 1-lb. L.
tinm
Aeovr JL. Starch «+ | Coleman's 1b. 100
Bt - Wltlta :
Branba . . dot. 110 Msu;_.h“ A::?r:llan wd &
Cornsacks .. .. " 250 Safety
Teatiaks " each 0 || Candles .. | Rangoon | Ib. Lewo
000 .. a8 . v
Cntome  Box . 2. 800 Fo'ket Do, S00
0 Toa . .. . 000
Ro-u.%h ﬁ:ﬂﬂﬁd . 1b. 800 1| Keposens .. .. gallon g:?ou
ju
Bole Leathor— o " 800
Factory
Sides .
Ootton .+ | Raw .. " 24,000 \ GROTP VI,
° r- | Bearer " % | Boet ' .. |-Average | w0Ibs. | 800
Dinder quality
Tallow .. | Mutton ton 12 || Mutton .. - Ib. 83,000
Prine Veal | o " " 2,000
Lamb . “ " 5,600
- FPork " " 3,700
apoor III.
Whest .. .. bushel | 500 Grovr VIL. -
Mour . . ton :2
Bran . . " Timber— Floorlag—| '
Follard . us " 14 6xl 1 .
Oate .. | muisg | vudher | 1,200 6% f ootk B
(Gatmeal «. | Coionlal ton 13 6x " 80
Barley . gngllsh bushel }gg 6x ¢ " 30
va ape .. " Wenther-
Malze o R " 1,000 Sardy ” 200
Hay, .. «. | Best Mngr, ton 135 Oregon 1,000 e, o0
Cha! - | Prime .. " 185 sup.,
Biraw +s | Victorian ' 26 Bhelvin, » 10
Pong .. o . bughel 2] Cerment ++ | Portlan canli 80
FPototoes .. e ton L) White Laad L. ton
Malt .. «+ | Victorlan buzhel 140 Blatas Welah 1000 i
Ounione . . ton i3 20 x10
Grove IV, '
Grour VIIL
Ham aa .. Ib. ano
Bacon . . ' 8,200 Cream of Tartar | In kegs Ib, 00
COheass . ‘s " 1500 Catbonate  of .. ton ]
Butter «. | Beat Fresh| . 2,500 I
rd . .« | Bulk ", " 200 || Saltpetre .. | Refined " W
Bgas .. .+ | Ordinary doz, 1,800 Sutphur .- . " 1
Honsy e . 1b. 800 Caustic Sods .. . cwt. i
Bees}ra . TR IR " 40 Alum .. | Lumap .. ton 1
[ Milk dor. Ib 160 Cyanlda of Po- e Ih, 670
Marsh tassiom
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3. Index-Numbers.—~Index-numbers have been computed for each
group of commeodities, a3 well as for all groups combined. *These index-
numbers are shown in the following table —

Melbourne Wholesale Prives—Index-Nambers, 1881 to March, 1929, Oomputsd with
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000).

I IL IIL IV. v. ¥I. VIIL, VIIL Al Oom-
YRR, Metals | Jute, | Agricul- | Dairy | Grocer Bullding | Chemi- | modities
and | Leather,| tural Pro-| Produce.| fen. Ment, 'Materinls. cals. [combined.
Coal. &z, | duce, &o,
1661 1488 | 1,381 1,583 | 1,008 | 1,963 1,070 2,030 1,638
1871 1,008 1,257 1,234 1,588 . 1,044 1,400 229
1881 1,178 | L1 1,012 036 | 1421 1,06t 1,687 1,121
1891 805 U7 1,024 005 | 1032 780 1,104 4L
1001 1,081 7T 1,020 { 1,048 | 1,845 Bl 07 1]
1811 § 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
1912 1,021 201 137 1,208 1,052 1,357 1,057 978 1,176
19138 1,046 1,070 1,007 1054 1,02¢ 1,252 1,128 205 1
1014 L0998 | 1,092 1207 | 1187 | 1021 | 1507 1,081 1,253 1,14
1915 1,254 1,017 2,162 1,183 24385 1,276 1,5 1
1918 1,605 1,423 w208 1,485 1,322 2,515 L4891 1,780 | ° 1,604
1617 2120 | 2,008 LAET | 1428 | 1343 | 2403 1, 2171 1,862
1918 2418 2,360 1,444 1454 1,422 2,285 2,688 8,223 1,034
199 2,125 343 1,988 1,651 1, 348 2,851 %.808 2,05:
1 2,208 2,624 2,430 2,200 1,418 3279 8,226 2,828 2,44
1921 2173 1,562 1,767 2,000 1,976 2,158 2,733 2,508 1,903
1022 M2 o 1,628 1,648 1,869 1,787 2,005 1,005 1,768
1924 . 1. 2,148 1,778 1,887 1,748 2,579 2,025 1,033 1,004
1024 1885 | 2418 1,647 1,655 W72 [ 1,818 1,808 1,888
1926 1,852 1,987 1,797 1,836 1,743 2,212 1,711 1,780 1,844
1028 . 1,088 1,582 2,001 1,784 1,71 1,951 1,846 1,816 1,822
1027 1,962 1,850 1,82¢ 1,823 1,724 2,111 1,024 1,866 1,017
}928 1,012 | 1,781 1,726 | 1761 | 1707 | 2015 1,744 1,028 .
Jan 1,825 1,838 L.860 1,721 1,728 2,211 1,700 1,904 1,860
Feb. 1,922 1,549 1,774 n 1,710 2,187 1,718 1,945 1,
1,917 1,012 1,710 | 1,651 1,71 2.289 1,739 1,045 1,830
Apzll 1,019 1,916 1,738 1,761 1,709 2,248 1,746 1,929 1,844
1,914 1,844 1,743 1,818 1,716 1,970 1,732 3,954 1,610
June 1,914 1,7 1,746 1, 1,706 2,041 1,742 1,834
July 1,914 1,803 1,728 1,997 1,707 1,973 1,746 1,909 795
Aug 1,914 1,085 1,682 1,745 1704 1,002 1,760 1,300 1,75
Sept. 1,914 1,659 1,678 ) 1,701 1,881 1,762 1,000 ,148
Oci 1,910 | 1,651 0884 | 1751 | 1,803 | 1,822 1,763 1.90¢ 1,737
Kov, k 1,076 1,667 1,765 1,704 1,847 1,755 1,904 1,736
921)& 1,888 | 1,742 1,717 1,781 1,805 1,797 1,762 1,942 1,160
1
Jon, .. 1,880 1,728 1,786 1,878 1,882 1,008 1,741 1,042 1,703
Feb, .. 1,918 | 1,745 1,701 1, 1,710 1,884 1,741 1,984 1,178
March .. L3 1,714 1,608 | 1,822 1,709 2,500 1,748 1,934 , 792

NoT1e,~The fipures glven in thils table are comparable In the vertloal columus, but ars not direotly
comparable horlzontally, ~The index-numbers aro reverefble.

The mdex-numbers in each group have been computed with the prices
in the year 1911 as base; in other words, they show the amount which would
have had to be expended in each of the years specified in order to purchase
what would have cost: £1,000 in 1911 distributed in purchasing the relative
quantities (indicated by the mass-units) of the several commodities included
in guch group, and in all groups respectively. Thus, in the last column the
cost of the relative quantities of the various commodities was 1,229 in 1871,
and 974 in 1901, as compared with 1,000 in 1911 and 1,792 ia 1928. In other
words, prices were lower in 1911 than in either 1871 or 1928, and the pur-
chaging-power of money in 1911 was accordingly greater. Again, prices
were higher in 1911 than in 1901, and the purchasing-power of money in the
former year was therefore lesa.
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The genera! index-number for the year 1928 shows a decrease of 1:4
per cent. compared with that for 1927. The index-nambers ¢computed from
the annual average wholesale prices of commodities in the following groups
showed an increase as compared with those during 1927 :—Jute, Leather,
etc. (IL.), Building Materjals (VIL), and Chemicals (VIIL), while the index-
numbers of prices of Metals and Coal (L), Agricultural Produce (IIL),
Dairy Produce (IV.), Groceries (V.), and Meat (VL) declined. The main
increases were-—Jute, Leather, etc., 7.9 per cent., and Building Materials,
7.4 per cent. The average prices of Agricultural Produce showed a decline
of 5.5 per cent., Meat, 4.5 per cent., and Dairy Produce, 4 per cent. The
variation in prices of commodities in the other groups during the twe years
was not sufficient to affect the index-numbers to any great extent,

The monthly index-numbers show the movement of prices from January,
1928, to March, 1929.  Prices of the commodities included in the following
groups, Jute, Leather, ete., Agricultural Produce, Dairy Produce, and Meat
fluctuated considerably during the period under review. Jute and leather
prices reached their peak during April, while the lowest prices were recorded
during October. Agricultural Produce was dearer in January, 1928, than
during any other month. Frices declined gradually during the year, but
recovered in January, 1929. The lower price of wheat caused a sharp
decline in the next two months. Dairy Produce was highest in price during
the last four months of the period. Meat prices were high during the early
months of 1928, but declined during the succeeding months, reaching the
lowest level in December. During March, 1929, meat prices rose rapidly
and during that month peak prices were recorded.

Prices of metals and coal, groceries, building materials, and chemicals
did not fluctuate greatly during the fifteen months under review.

4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels,—The following table gives
the index-numbers for the four quarters of 1928 and the first quarter
of 1929:—

Meolbourne Wholesale Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers for 1928 and First Quarter, 1929
. (Base 1911 = 1,000).

Index Numbers.
5 13:;. of
roup. me Jul 0
modltles. Jan April wy t?:t Jan.
March, June 8e Des,, March,
1 1823 1 1928, 1928,
1. Metals and Conl .. A 14 1,922 1,017 1,914 1,806 1,005
H. Jute, Leather, &o. .. . 10 1,866 1,852 1,714 1,680 1,729
IT1. Agrienltural Produce ‘e 16 1,781 1,742 1,696 1,698 1,608
IV, Dalry Produes . > # 168 | 1792 1,764 1785 1,356
V. Grotetles .. . - 21 1,718 1,710 1,703 1,608 1,706
¥i. Meat i .. . 5 2,232 2,086 1,018 1,822 2,085
VII. Bullding Materlals .. . 10 1,722 1,740 1,764 1,760 1,743
VIII. Chemicals .. .- .. ki 1,931 1,932 1,909 1,920 1,938
All Groups {a} .. - a2 1,840 1,820 1,704 1,744 1,788

(a) Welghted sverage,

5. Variations since Outhreak of War.——The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1928, and
for each month from January, 1928, to March, 1929, are shown in the
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following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war,
-8 base {=1,000) for each group \—

Melbourne Wheolesale Prices, Index-Numbers, July 1914, Years 1015 to 1928, and Monthly
January, 1928, to March, 1029, (Base—July, 1814 = 1,000).

. Im . JII. Alg'! D‘g{. Y. vI. Bvilll}i VI, Al

etald ute, - ¥ uilding

Pertod. and |Leather,| cultural | Pro- |Groceries.| Ment. | Mater- cg:]':l' Qroups

Cosl, ete. | Produce.| duce, fals.

July 1014 .| 1,000] 2000] 7,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 | 3,000 | °t000

Vear 1916 .. | 1166 034 | 2024 | 12727 1,098 | 1,502 | 16¢ | 1490 | 1,406
o 1916 . 1,539 1,307 1,130 1,235 1,266 1,651 1,381 1,718 1,318
o1y L. | ro19| 1841 | 1084 | 1181 1,302 | 1480 | 1, 2141 | 1,458
oo e C LT 2197 2,324 1,351 1,210 1, 1,469 2,445 3,085 1,806
. 1918 1,930 2,160 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,449 2,602 o427 1,801
| 2001 | 2430 | 2238 | 1840 | 1 2022 | o04d | 2,764 | 2178
W 1Rl 1,974 1,250 1,653 1,683 1,918 1,331 2,495 2,240 1,668
L lees 1,783 | 1543 1,528 | 1,370 1811 [ L102 [ L83 | 1817 | 1,541

1923 . 1,858 1,872 1,684 1,527 1,603 1,590 1,848 1,885 1,704

w1924 1,667 2,220 1,541 1,376 1,668 1,371 454 1,761 1,853
o 1025 1,852 | 1,08 681 | 1,360 | 1,670 | 1,304 | 1662 | 1,746 | 1,817
o 1028 1,780 1,453 1,873 1,48 AT 1101 1,519 1,771 L6808
s 1927 1,782 1,615 1,709 1,518 1,671 1,802 1,482 1,820 1,503
. 1828 1,737 1,035 1,010 1,466 1,654 1,242 1,5 1,870 1,5h

1028-=
January .. 1,751 1,685 1,741 1,481 1,675 1,508 1,500 1857 1,630
February .. 1,746 1,698 1,460 1,398 1,657 1,35% 1,569 1,807 1,004
March ] LML L755 ) 1601 1,374) 1602 | 1412} 1, 1,807 1,004
April ae 1,743 1,769 1,624 1,464 1,656 1,856 1,593 1,881 1,818
ng . 1,740 1,693 1,032 1,512 1,854 1,815 1,681 1,836 1,687
Jnne o 1,741 1,649 1,634 1,493 1,853 1,258 1,590 1880 1,554
July .- 1,733 1,459 1,618 1,477 1,654 1,217 1,503 1,842 1,578
Augnst . 1,738 1,47 1.574 1,451 1,048 1,173 1,003 1802 1.585
September , . 1,738 |, 1,523 1.570 1,471 1,049 1,060 | 1,608 1,862 1,530
October +a 1,735 |¥ 1516 1,57¢ 1,456 1,441 1,124 1,008 1,862 1,523
November .. 1,716 1,539 1,651 1,459 1,652 1,180 1,402 1,862 1521
December .. 1,714 1,500 1,607 1,459 1,043 1,108 1,008 1,804 1,543

1929—
Japnary . 1,716 1,587 1,671 1,501 1,630 1,174 1,589 1,891 1,572
Februaty .. 1,737 1,002 1,692 1,663 1,857 1,148 1,500 1,686 1,568
March AN 1,787 1,573 1,604 1,515 1,656 1,479 1,504 1,880 1,571

6. Ssasonal Fluctuations.—In order to show the seasonal fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter
of the yenr 1928. These are given in the following table, first, computed
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year
1928 as base. Co:respondmg figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groccries and cost of housing) have been included [or
comparative purposes.

Melbourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1928,

Jan, Apell July Qut.
Partloulars. to o o WY::ﬂG
March, | June, Sept Dea. +

who!esale Prlce' Index-Numbers with 1811 o# haee

g 1,840 1,520 1,764 1,744 1,792
w olesale Prloo Index-Numhers with nverage for

1928 a8 bace {= 1,1H)) . 1,007 1,010 B34 973 1,000
Ratall Price {Food, Grooerles and Cost of Houss Rent)
Tndex-Num bers with avomge for 1028 a3 base (=1,000} | 1,013 1,008 990 988 1,000

The results evidence a greater variation in wholesale prices than in retail
prices, but in both inatances the index-numbers show that the prices moved
uniformly in a downward direction.

7. Prices, 1927 and 1928,—In Section 1, Appeudix, details are giveu
of theaverage wholesale prices of the particular brands of commodities used in
computing the index numbers in the years 1927 and 1928. Corresponding
information for previous years as far back as 1871 was given in the
Appendizes to previous Reports.
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§ 2. Retail Prices—Food, Groceries, and Rent.

1. General.——Information regarding the methods adopted for the com-
putation of retail price index-numbers showing variations in the purchasing
power of money, and in the prices of separate groups of items of expenditure
guch as food, groceries, and housing has been furnished in various issues
of the Labour Reports and Bulletina, and an analysis of the theory upon
which the calculation of the index-numbers is based was given in Report
No. 1. Complete understanding of the latter analysis was, perhaps, some-
what difficult for the ordinary reader, and it has been thought desirable
to review briefly the methods adopted by the Bureau, not from a mathe-
matical or technical standpoint, but from & popular point of view.

RIn the first place it is necessary to point out that expenditure on living
depends on three elements, viz. :—

(@) The particular series of commodities consumed.
(b) The relative quantities consumed of the commodities,
(¢) The price of the commodities,

A change in any one of these elements may result in a variation in the
expenditure on living. The first two of these elements, which constitute
what is called the standard of living, are, of course, subject to individual
control, so that the standard varies not only as between nation and nation,
but as between localities and classes, and in the last analysis between
individuals. The third element is not subject to individual control, and
the price of any commodity measures or expresses the value in exchange
between the unit of money, i.e., the sovereign, and the particular commodity
in question. From period to period the prices of some commodities may
increase, and of others decrease, though the variations in price are not
usually of the same degree. The purchasing power of the sovereign
expressed in relation to any particular commodity varies according to the
rise and fall in the price of that commodity, and since the variations in
price are not identical, a different result will be obtained, according to the
particular commodity considered. For this reason recourse must be had, if
it be desired to obtain a general result, to some suitable group of
coramodities, and as the figures obtained will be affected to some extent
by the relative quantities used of each commodity included in the group, it
becomes necessary, in order to obtain satisfactory returns, to determine
approximately the relation between these quantities. In other words
it 1s necessary to determine in some suitable manner the first two of the
elements indicated above, viz, :—(a) the particular series of commodities
consumed, and (b) the relative quantities consumed of the commodities.
That js to say before any investigation can be made as to the effect on
the cost of living of variations in prices, it is essential that some suitable
and definite standard of living be determined. When this has heen
sstablished it becomes possible to investigate the efiect of variations in prices
on the cost of living, i.e., on the amount necessary to purchase a composite
unit, or group of commodities constituting the definite standard or regimen
which serves as the basis for comparisons.

It cannot be too explicitly stated that the investigations of the Bureau
are not directly concerned in any change in the standard of living, whether
due to variation in prices or to other causes. The object of the investiga-
tions is to measure the variation in the average retail price levels, that is,
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the variation in the cost of definite quantities of certain commodities, and
the inquiries are not, in any way directly concerned with the question of
how far people change their standard of living on account of change in these
Pprice levels,

to be included in the investigations was made only after an exhaustive

2. The Regimen or Composite Unit.—The selection of the commodities

inquiry as to the relative quantity or extent to which each item is on the
average conswmed. After due investigation it was decided to collect retail

prices of 46 items of food and groceries.

The items making up this

“ composite unit” were divided into three groups, viz.:—(i} groceries and

bread, (ii) dairy produce, and (iii) meat.

Particulars relating to cost of

a fourth group, housing, are also collected. The cost of these four
groups covers about 60 per cent. of the total expenditure of a normal
family,

“ mass-units

The relative extent to which the commeodities included in the composite
unit were consumed was ascertained by an investigation of the average
production for Australia and the average export and import returns for a
period of five years.

The coustitution of the * composite unit’' is shown hereunder,
” represent the proportionate consumption by the Australian

community of the articles included.

Rotail Prices.—-Composite Unit.

The

Commedity or
Service,

Unit of

Quantlty.

“* Masa
Undn™

GrOUP IIT—MDaAT,

Commadity or Tult of “ Mass
Service, Quantity. | Duit.”
GRODP L—GROCERIES (INCLUDING BREAD),
L iy | |
. Flour, 0 ary
3. Tea . I, 30
4. Coftes " 2
5. Sugar " 480
g. g.ica " 5g
. Bay . v
2 Jamy - 73
9. Outmenl . e 85
10. Ralsns . - 14
11. Currants . " 14
12. Btorch . . 1
18. Blus dor. sqa. $
14. Candles ib. 14
15. Soap X 84
18, Potatoes 14'1bs. 84
17, Qniona b, 68
18. Eerogans galton 17
Grove II.—DATEY PRODOOTS,
16, Mtk quart 300
20. Butter tb. 5
21. Cheess » 15
22. Egge dozan i3
29, Bacom, middle 1b. 16
4. Bnm shou.lder " i8
25, Heam - 8

26. Beel, sfrloln

+ Beef, rib ..,
28. Beel', dank
29, Deet, ahin
80. Beer ateak, ram
31, Beet, atank, shoulder
82, Beel' atank, atewing
33, Beet corned round
3, Beet, briskeb, with

5. Beel b.rmm. wltlmut

86. l(utton, Ieg s
37. Mutton, shoulder ..
38. Mutton, [oln .
30. llutton neck .
40. Muttou chops, loln
41, Mutton, chopa, leg
42, Mutton, chopll neck
43. Pork, la

44. Pork. lofn’

45. Fork, belly

4. Pork, chopa

b,

"
]
"
]
]

"
1]

)

"
"
I
"
"
"
-
"

"
"
"

Grogr IV.~Haoneing.

47, Houtse Accomioda-

waek




ReranL PrioEs—FooD, GROOKBIES, AND ReNT. 17

3. Collection of Data.—The retail prices of the commeodities included in
the “ composite unit” are collected from representative retail establish-
ments in each of the 30 towns, The registers of traders are forwarded to
the Bureau by the State Statisticians. The prices are obtained from abous
ten tradespeople in each town in respect to the various items in the regimen,
The prices are in all cases, except Group IV., Housing, the predominant
prices, or the price at which the bulk of the particular article is sold. In
the case of Group IV., average rentals are employed. The tradespeople’
and agents who supply the information are carefully selected to ensure
accurate and representative figures for the district as a whole. It may
here be pointed out that every care is exercised in the collection and
computation of the price data. Returns are queried and referred for
verification when there is any reason to doubt the accuracy of the informa-
tion supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of the commodities
i8 scrutinized as a check on marked increases or decreases in retail
prices.

4. Method of Computation.—The method by which the “index-
numbers ** are compiled is briefly described hereunder :—

(a) The prices of the various articles as supplied by the several trades-
people in each section are  wveraged,” and are known as the
*“ average predominant retail prices ruling at the 15th of each
month,”  The average rent is computed quarterly from returns
received from representative house agents,

(b} These * averaged” prices are then “ weighted ” by a number
representing their relative importance in the household con-
sumption. The * composite unit >’ shows not only the list of
articles, but the relative * weight” given to each. These
“ weights > represent the approximate relative annual comn-
sumption of the commodities set forth. It follows, therefore,
that a small rise in the heavily-weighted articles would be
immediately reflected in the resultant total, while a compara-
tively big rise in the lower-weighted commodities has little
effect.

(¢} The * weighted aggregate cost ™ at a particular point of time
resulting from the above operations compared with the
“ weighted aggregate cost” of an exactly similar series of
commodities for another potnt, represents the variation over
the intervening period. For convenience of comparison the
whole of the ““ aggregates ” are related to the agpregate coss
of the corresponding series in the six capital cities in 1911,
which latter was made equal to 1,000, The fact that they
are all related to the one base renders the resultant indez-
numbers comparable throughout.

The metbod outlined above by which the Burean compiles its index-
numbers was adopted after full and exhaustive investigations into the
methods followed 1n various countries throughout the world. The system
is mathematically sound, and has the endorsement of world-wide authorities
a8 & simple and effective means of measuring price variations over & period
of time. It should be noted that the prices being treated in the same way
in respect of every date of collection, and the * composite unit " being kept
constant, the method adepted provides a true index of the variations in
prices as between any given dates.
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The care taken by the Bureau to check the information received ensures
that the prices and rentals are accurate, and represent those actually
prevailing et the time when the returns are obtained.

A certain amount of misapprehension appears to exist in regard to the
meaning and purpese of the retail price index-numbers issued by the
Bureaw, This is due in great measure to the fact that a more or less
definite wage value has been attributed to them by industrial tribunals
throughout Australia, and more particularly by the Commonwealth Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration.

The wage value given to the index-numbers is, of course, a mafter for
which the Bureau is in no way responsible. The Bureau does not, by
virtue of its index-numbers, determine either the ‘¢ cost of living ”’ or what
a fair ““ basic wage ” should be.

The purpose of the index-numbers is t0 provide a ready and effective
means of measuring average retail price variations at stated periods of
time,

5, Investigations Concerning Retail Prices.—(i} General.—Investigations
concerning vetail prices are made by the Bureau in respect of the following
matters :—

{a) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns.

(b} Quarterly variations in retail prices and house rent in 30 towns.

{¢) Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing and miscetlaneous
expenditure in 30 towns,

{(d) Avnual variations in retail prices and house rent in 200 towns.

(¢) Intermittent Houscholders’ Budget Inguiries.

In earlier Reports the results of comprehensive investigations concerning
prices and prices-indexes for past years were published, and an account
waas given of the methods used in the collection of data and the computation
of results.

In the year 1912, the first series of index-numbers based on the methods
described were published, covering the years 1901 to 1912. The publication
of these index-mumbers has since been continued quarterly for the 30
principal towns in the Commonwealth.

(ii.} Price-Inderes for 200 Towns.—Prior to 1912 investigations were made
concerning the price-indexes in the eapital cities only, but for 1912 and sub-
sequent years monthly inquiries have been extended to 30 towns. An
investigation as to variation in price-indexes for 100 Australian towns was
carried out for the months of November, 1913, aud November, 1914.
From 1915 to 1922 the number of towns from which returns were collected
annually was increased from 100 to 150, and from November, 1923, the
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number wus further raised to 200. The results of the investigations for
November of each year from 1913 to 1927 have been published in various
igsues of the Report. The general agreement of the various results shows that
the indexmumbers for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1912, and
for the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, fairly indicate the variations in
the cost of food, groceries, and housing in each Stateand I';hroughout Australia.

(iii.} Householders' Budgets.—The first collection of these was made in
1910-11, and the results, which covered a period of twelve months, were pub-
lished in December, 1911. A second was made during 1913 for the month
of November only, and results were given in a special report, entitled “Labour
Report, No. 4, Expenditure on Living in the Commonwealth, November,
1613 In September, 1917, the Government of Western Ausfralia ap-
pointed & Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of
life in that State. \Under the authority of this Commission budgets were
obtained from householders showing their weekly expenditure in detail.
The Commonwealth Statistician undertook tle necessary analysis of the
returns, and the report, when completed, was lorwarded to the Western
Auastralian Government, at whose request it was published in Labour Report
No. 9, pp. 63-71.

(iv.} Special Investigations,—During recent years, in connexion with
Arbitration Court proceedings, the question hus been raised of the cost of
living in certain country towns and districts as compared with the cost in
the towns usually covered by the investigations of the Bureau. In erder
to ascertsin the necessary purticulars, inguiries were made in various towns
and localities, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the
tribunals concerned.

(v.) fnvestigations by the Royal Commission on the Busic Wage—In
December, 1919, the Commonwealth Government appointed a Commission
consisting of thrce representatives of Employers” Organizations, and three
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair-
man. The terms of the Commission and other particulars in regard to
findings, ete., are given in this Report,

6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1928.—(i.) General—TIndex
numbers, computed separately for each group of commodities and services
included in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all grdups
together, are shown for the capital city of each State in the next table.
In this table the weighted aggregate expenditure for the whole of the capital
cities in 1911 for each group or combination i taken as base (= 1,000), and
the figures for the separate cities give the relative cost of the regimen. These
index-numbers are comparable in all respects within the limits of a group
or combination, since within such limits they show not only the variations
from year to year in each city, but comparisons also as to the relative cost
in the different cities for the same year or for different years :—
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Retail Pries Index-Namhbers—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1928,
The index-numbare given 1u the saparate groups of the tabls cannot be oom:mvdtwlbh each other in
6 we

otder to show the relative cost of (sar) hounsing, aad food and grocerles, sinne ¢
tor the six citles taken togethorin 191

%ed ATVSRTE OOE
lo eaoh grovpor combinatlon is made equal to 1,000,

TOWN, 1907, | 111, | 1214, | 1921, 1 1924, | 1926, | 1026, | 1927, | 1028,
GroUp I.~0ROCERIXS,
Sydoey ‘e . b4 | 1,008 | L1214 L9ve | 1,710 | 1,884 | 1,995 p L8TO Y 1,747
Melbourno .. a7 024 opd | 1,607 | 1,5v% | 1,727 | 1,767 | 1,680 | 1,583
DBrisbane .. . 080 | 1,087 | 1,078 | 1,058 o 1,896 ¢ 1,933 1,737 | 1.489
Adelalde .. . »os 058 | 1,081 | 1,007 | 1,643 | 1,770 1 L8014 | 171D | 1,584
Perth . e 1013 | 1,270 | 1213 ] 1056 | 1,687 | L7V , LB1e | 1, 1,703
Hobart .. . 1,00 3,070 § Lv27 | 1,688 | 1,736 | 1,807 | 1, 1,642
Welghted Average (a) 885 | 1,000 | 1,002 | 1,987 | 1650 | 1,707 | 1,A06 | 1,780 | 1,085
Arove IL—DAIRY PRODOUA,
Sydney . .- es2 271 | 1,110 | 1,828 | 1,680 ] 1,613 | L7690 | 1,618 | 1,807
elbontne . .. ga7 B50 | 1076 | 1,840 | 1.604 | 1,588 | 1080 [ 1,717 Ja68
Belehane . - T 088 198 A4 | 1,658 | 1,540 | LG31 | 1,857 | 1,624
Adetnide . ‘e 928 | 1,103 | 1,104 | 1,723 | 1,626 | 1822 | L1801 | 1,718 | 1,603
Ferth . L260 { 1241 | 1,244 ] L0561 | 1,720 | 1,888 | 1,748 | 1748 | L,748
Hobart . . ass 904 | 1,177 | 1, 1,540 | 484 | L0064 | 1,873 | 1,850
Waelghted Average {s) .. 055 1 1,000 | 1,108 | 1,815 | 1,880 1000 | 1,717 | 1,751 l.?26
GROTP IIl.==MHAT,
Sydney e 904 o50 | 1,280 | 1,838 t 1,845 | 1,833 | 1,740 | 1838 | 1,082
slbonrne .. 1,007 823 | 1270 | 1972 | 19558 | 1,050 | 1,852 | L1855 | LATs
Bricbaoe .. .. 1.024 835 | L1060 | 1,719 | 1,838 | 1,785 | 1,083 | 1,608 | 1,680
Adelaide N 1,05 | 1,087 | 5502 | 2,007 | 2222 | 2,105 | 2161 { 2,185 | 2,128
rth . - 1,511 | 1,577 | 1,088 | 2,113 | 2,526 | 2,432 | 2,071 | 2,080 | 2,934
Hobart . W] L2790 | 1,221 | 1408 | 2,882 463 | 2,285 | 2,201 | 2,077 | 1,078
Weaghted Average (2} .. 1,074 | 1,000 [ 1,323 | 1,084 | 1,082 | 1,081 | 1,852 | 1,878 | 1,072
GROGES 1., 1L, AND IIL COMBINED.~~FOOD sND GROUERIES,

Bydnsy ‘e N 936 929 | 1,168 | 1LR98 | 1732 | 1,785 | L8547 | L8468 | 1,828
ebourne .. . 925 036 | noer | 1,901 | 1884 | 1,7a8 | 1,774 | 1,738 | 1,684
Brivhane . i g47 | 1,048 | 1,078 | 1,812 | L600 | 1,734 | 1,783 | 1,080 | 1,07L
Adelnide . .. 451 [ Loeo | L2t5 | L0086 | r701 | 1,640 | 1,869 | L5841 | L¥75
Perth .. W | 1,107 [ L,346 | LE 1,005 | L8u1 | 1,938 | 1,808 | L706 | 1,882
Hobuwrt . . 1,010 | 1,058 | 1,212 | 2,026 | 2,840 | 1,810 | 1,868 | 1,788 | 1,727
Welghted Average (4} .. 855 | 1,000 | L144 | 1002 | 1,792 | 1,785 | 8290 | 1,789 | L,761

GRoUP 1V ~~HOUSING (WEIGHTED AVEKAUE 4 AND 6 ROOMS),
£ydney .. .. aacy 1 1,045 | 1,293 | 1,007 | 1,831 | 1,870 | 1.828 | 1,814 | 1,868
elbonrne . . 744 031 | L,027 | L340 ) 1,574 | 1,604 7 1805 | LV10 | 1,778
Brisbane . . 463 410 762 | 1,030 b 1,167 | 1,185 | 1,333 | 1,361 | 1,972
Adelalde . . @35 ) 1,355 | 1,071 | 1,322 | 1,540 | 1,578 | 1,516 | 1,540 | 1,072
Perth . . 748 857 263 | L2009 | 1,811 | 1,340 | 1,409 | 1,507 | 1,680
Hobart . . 601 730 847 | 1,441 | 1,50 1649 | 1, L5671 | 1,635
Welghted Avernue {a} .. 818 | 1,000 | 1,082 | L410 | 1,615 | 1047 | 1,877 | 1,084 | 1,748

L]
ALL GroUPS COMBINED.—F00D, GROCERIES, AND HoUSING

Sydney . 948 | 1,048 | 1,088 | 2,703 } 1,769 | 1,817 | 1,852 | 1,884 | 1,842
Melhourne .. 857 o84 | 1,087 | 1,000 | 1,645 | 1,604 | 1744 | 1,724 | 1,710
Bilsbane .. 765 86n 950 [ 1,510 | 1490 | LB2L | 1,617 | 1,600 [ 1,559
Adelside .. 008 | Lo70 | 161 | 1,987 | 1,607 | LTl | 1,936 | 1,728 | 1,738
rith P 1,020 | L142 | pLa%6 | L,700 | 1,673 | 1,704 | 1,717 | 1,687 | 1,953
Hobart .. an #38 | 1,076 | L80s | 1,753 | L3760 | 1,778 | 1,710 | 1,855
Welghtad Average (a) .. 900 | 1,000 | 121 | 4,717 | 1,888 | 1,738 | 1772 1 1,740 | 1,758

Note.— A to barit of index bars, te8 ke on previoug pages

(o) For all capliat clties.
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(ii.) Groceries (18 Commodities)—The index-number for this group was
lower in 1928 than in 1927 in all the capital cities with the exception of
Perth. The decrease for all cities in 1928 compared with 1927 amounts to
5.4 per cent.; compared with 1911 there has been an increase of 66.5 per
cent. The average cost in 1928 of the commodities included was highest
in Sydney and lowest in Melbourne.

(iii.) Dairy Produce (1 Commodities).—The index-numbers for this group
were lower for 1928 than for 1927 in all the capitals with the exception of
Perth, which remained unaltered. The index-number for all the cities in
1928 was 1.8 per cent. lower than in 1927, and 72.0 per cent. higher than
in 1811, The average cost in 1928 of the commodities was highest in Sydney
and lowest in Brisbane.

(iv.) Meat (21 Cuts or Joints of Putcher’'s Meat).—The index-mumbers
for this group in 1928 were higher than in 1927 in all capitals with the
exception of Hobart. The index-number for all the cities in 1928 was
5 per cent. higher than in 1927, and 97.2 par cent. higher than in 1911.
The average cost for 1928 of the commeodities included was highest in Perth
and lowest in Brisbane. - -

{v.) Food and GQroceries (Groups I., I1.; and II1. combined).—The indez-
pumbers in this table show the aggregate effect of movements in prices of
groceries, dairy produce, and meat. There was a decrease in 1928 as
compared with 1927 in all the capital cities with the exception of Perth.
Taking the weighted average for all the capitals, the prices of the 46 items
of food and groceries were 1.6 per cent. lower in 1928 than in 1927, and
76.1 per cent. higher than in 1911. The average cost of these items for
1928 was highest in Perth and lowest in Brisbane,

(vi.) Housing.—The cost of housing increased in five capital cities during
1928, viz., 8ydney, Melbourne, Brishane, Adelaide, and Perth, and decreased
in Hobart, The weighted average increase for the six capitals in 1928
compared with 1927 was 3.5 per cent. The increase in cost in 1928
compared with 1911 for the six capitals cousidered as a whole was 74.3
per cent. In 1928 the cost of lousing was greatest in Sydney and lowest
in Brisbane. '

(vil.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined.—The weighted average
index-pumbers for the six capitals considered as a whole for the combined
expenditure upon these items show an increase of 0.3 per cent. in 1928
compared with 1927, and an incréase of 75.5 per cent. compared with
1911. The cost of the combined items was higher in 1928 than in 1927
for Sydney, Adelaide, and Perth, and lower in Melbourne, Brisbane, and
Hobart. The average cost was higheat in Sydney and lowest in Brisbane,
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In 1967 and 1911, the index-number for Perth for ali groups combined
was higher than for any other capital city. For the year 1921 the index-
number for Hobart was the highest, and for 1920 and 1922 to 1928
inclusive the index-number for Bydney was higher than for any other
capital city.

1

7. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—From and after the first
quarter of 1925, the basis employed in computing the variations in housing
costa has been amended to accord with a resolution of the Conference of
Statisticians of Australia and New Zealand, held in Adelaide in August,
1924, The conclusion then reached was that ** for purposes of computing
price-levels in respect of rent, it is desirable that houses of four and five
rooms only be taken into account.” ‘

!

Up to that date the practice followed in computing the retail price
index-number had been to take into account the rentals of all houses
ranging from those of four rooms and under to these of seven rooms and
upwards. In respect to rent this practice was, to some extent, a departure
from the principle adopted with regard to prices of food and groceries, ie.,
that of taking the price of the predominant type of commodity, inasmuch
a8 the rent of houses of other than the predominant type had been included,
The Census of 1921 disclosed the fact that while houses having five rooms
predominated in some towns, in others the houses of four rooms predominated.
Houses of four rooms represented 24 per cent. of the total dwellings, while
those of five rooms represented 29 per cent : the two types together repre-
senting 53 per cent. of the total. While the tables which included rent
of all houses have been replaced in Labour Reports issued since the date
mentioned and in the present issue by those including rent of houses of
four and five rooms, the computation of index-npumbers for food, groceries,
and rent of all houses in the 30 towns of the Commonwealth has been
made, quarterly and annually, for the use of the Commonwealth Court of
Conciliation and Arbitration and the parties interested in Awards and
Variations of Awards made by that Court, and the resultz have been
published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics.

8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1924 to 1928.—The following tables give
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of foed and groceries
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at vearly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the vears specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
vartations in house renta and in the combined cost of foed, groceries, and
housing, These are now computed to the same base as the index-numbers
relating to the six capital cities, which go back to the year 1901.
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Retail Price Indez-Numbers 30 Towns, 1824 to 1828 : Weighted Average of Six

Capital Cities in 1911 as Base {a} (= L,000).

N.3.W . —InDEX-I UMBEES. VICTORIL TN DRX-N ITMDERS.

s ] g ¢ |m=. g a . .| & = ..
SRR AR IEIE IR A AL
S| 8| 8| Eg22| 2| 2| B | & |68 (832

Foup ARD OROCERIES—46 COMMODITIES.

1924 vo fL,732 11,740 | 1,054 | 1,767 | 1,647 | 1,739 | 1,084 | 1,704 { 1,720 1,673 | 1,723 | 1,687
1923 «. 11,785 1,801 | 2,105 | 1, 1,720 | 1,74 ] 1748 | 1,768 | 1,770 | 1,730 | L721 | 1,740
1028 1,867 | 1,860 | 2,117 | 1,851 1,701 | 1,871 | 1,774 1,512 | 1,802 | 1,701 | ,755 | 1,776
1927 .. | 1,848 | 1,832 | 2,154 | 1,841 ] 1,730 | 1,852 | 1,732 | 1,700 | 1,771 | 1,726 | 1,607 | 1,734
1928 .. | 1,828 | ¥,819 | 2,166 | 1,850 | 1,768 | 1,834 | 1,683 | 1,720 | 1,726 | 1,703 | 1,600 | 1,607
1927 1ot Qbr. | L847 | 1,830 | 2,007 | 1,834 | 1,794 | 1,852 | 1,608 | 1,761 | 2,981} LYV | 1,675 | 1,708
2nd ,, K L1,810| 1,788 ] 2,118] 1,800 | 1,754 | 1,816 | 1,692 | 1,736 | 1,738 | 1,704 | 1,676 | 1 608
sed ,, | L818] 1,819 2,184 | 1,828 1 1,766 | 1,828 F 1,777 | L,798 | 104 | 1,741 | 1,72¢ ] 1,777
h o, | 1,907 1,880 2,222 | 1,802 } 1410 1,912 | 1,761 | 1,780 | 1,780 | 1,740 | 1,715 L, 781
1028 1ot Qir, | 1,833 | 1,825 | 2,204 | 1,252 ) 1,769 { 1,942 | 1,715 | 1,741 | 1,738 | 1,710 | 1,602 | 1,717
end ,, | 1,844 | 1,823 ] 2168 | L858 | 1,7 1,850 | 1,700 | 1,785 | 1,787 | 1,712 | 1,875 ) 1,711

8rt ,, | 1,810 1,814 | 2,129 | 1,849 | 1,771 ] 1,819 | 1,658 § 1,723 | 1,724 | 15687 | 1,631 1,
4th . 1,810 1,811 | 2,131 | 1,840 | 1,740 ; 1,824 | 1,653 } 1,704 | 1,706 | L,704 | 1,042 | 1,856

1928,
Janmary .. | 1,854 ] 1,840 2,255 | 1,884 | 1,771 | 1,884 | 3,715 | 1,758 ) 1,755 | 1,707 | 1,691 | 1,78
February .. | 1,812 ; 1,812 2,195 [ 1,888 | 1,760 | 1,822 | 1,711 | 1,743 | 1,730 | 1,708 | 1,895 | 1,712
March oo | L8383 | 1,824 | 2,181 [ 1,850 | 1,776 | 3,841 | 1,720 | 1,728 | 1,720 | 1,716 | 1,600 | 1,720
April .« | 1,848 | 1,823 | 2,165 | 1,855 | 1,730 | 1,853 | 1,725 | 1,784 | 1,735 1,717 | 1,608 | 1,725
May .. | 1,852 2,160 | 1,363 | 1,789} 1,858 | 1,709 | 1,784 | 1,736 | 1,718 | 1,638 | 1,711
June .o | 1,833 1810 | 2,157 | 1,857 ] 1,786 | 1,840 { 1,884 | 1,737 | 1,741 1,701 ] 1,840 | 1,807
July «. | 1,821 71,823 | 2,148 | 1,889 | 1,787 [ 1,830 ] 1,068 | 1,#34 | 1,747 | 1, 1,823 | 1,873
Augnek .. | 1,807 | Le0o | 2,186 | 1,844 T 1,772 | 1,816 | 1,853 | 1,718 | 1,721 | 1,695 | 1,634 | 1,639
Beptember .. | 1,801 | 1,809 | 2,107 | 1,545 | 1,754 | 1,810 | 1,652 | 1,718 | 1,713 | 1,603 | 1,835 | 1,658
October .. | 1,805 | 1,805 | 2,105 | 1,544 | 1,757 | 1,513 | 1,841 | 1,715 1,706 | 1,851 | 1,838 | 1648
November .. | 1,820 | 1,707 | 2,103 | 1,838 | 1,731 | 1,825 | 1,644 | 1,701 | 1,701} 1,671 | 1,831 | 1,649
December .. | 1,824 | 1,832 | 2,185 | 1,830 | 1,750 | 1,833 | 1,672 | 1,697 | 1,710 ] 1,759 1,661 | 1,478
|
HOoUSING~—{WRIGATED AYERAGE 4 AND 5§ RoowMs).
1924 vo [1,881 | 3,520 93011,765|1,255°1 1,976 | L,AT | 060 038 | 1,267 | 1,227 | 1,513
19258 e | 1,870 | 1,654 | L0001 | 1,687 | 1,373 | 1,623 | 1,604 | 1,034 | 1,080 | 1,822 | 1,222 | 1,548
1924 .o | L8268 | 1,600 1,101 | 1,741 | 1,457 | 1,793 | 1,895 | 1,022 | 1,194 | 1,500 | 1,251 | 1,640
1827 o [ 1,814 | 1,787 | 1,138 ] 1,801 | 1,416 | 1,787 | 1,700 | 1,031 | 1,288 | 1,8%1 | 1,206 | 1,880
1928 oo | 1,868 1,781 | 1,147 | 4,935 | 1,447 | 1,839 | 1,778 | 1,103 | 1,297 | 1,602 | 1,358 | 1,722
1927 Iat Qir. ] 1,512 | 1,721 1,105 | 1,803 | 1,452 | 1,783 | 1,608 | 1,020 | 1.244 | 1,608 | 1,258 | 1.546
Znd ,, [ L2241 0,721] 1,146 | 1, LAs| 1,704 |} 1608 1,032 | L2409 | 1,630 | 1,2 1,649
aed o, | 1805] 1,721 | 1150 | 1,930 1,891 | 1,782 | 1,718 | 1,09¢| 1,323 | 1,634 ; 1,508 | 1,680
4th ,, | 1.B12 | 1,785 1,130 | 1, 1,374 1,782 | 1,724 | 1,030 | 1331 | 1,051 | 1,380 | 1,474
1923 1st Qtr. | 1,867 | 1,770| 1,148 | 1,071 | 1,45¢ | 1,830 | 1,770 | L085 | 1,290 | 1,617 | 1,357 | 1,723
md ,, | 1,867 | 1,766 | 1,149 | 1,073 | 1,433 ! 1,830 | 1,780 | 1,092 | 1,207 | 1,504 | 1,360 | 1,724
» (1,868] 1,788 | 1,147 | 1,885 | 1,463 | 1,840 | 1,776 | 1,103 | 1,305 | 1,557 | 1,360 | 1,721
dth ,, ] 1,860 | 1,779 | 1,147 | 1,910 | 1,463 | 1§ L7785 | 1,1 1,204 | 1,507 | 1, 1,721
PooD, GROCORRIES, AND HOUSING,

1924 o {1,769 1,668 | 1,670 | 1,783 | 1,500 | 1,753 | 1,643 | 1,425 | 1,450 | 1,520 | 1,537 | 1,622
1925 ve [ 1887 ] 1,748 | 1,691 | 1,749 [ 1,590 | 1,805 | 1,604 | 1,430 | 1,620 | 1,577 § 1,538 | 1,673
1028 Lo jussz| e 1,735 | L8| 1600 | 1842 | 1744 1,516 ] L5741 1,880 | 1,651 { 1,725
1927 ve J1,834 | L7061 1,770 | 1,548 | 1,644 | 1,825 | 1,724 | 1,402 1,550 | 1,690 | 1,546 | 1,708
1028 o 1842 1,805 | 1,777 | 1,882 1,808 | 1,836 | 1,T19 | 1,49 ¥ 1,665 | 1,547 | 1,700
1027 1st Qtr, | 1,834 | 1,795 | 1,724 | 1,822 | 1,666 ) 1,826 | 1,605 | 1,484 | 1,567 1 1,672 1,518 | 1,082
nd ,, |1,815|L783| L7501 1,639% 1,807 | 1602 | 1,471 | 1,554 1,679 1,519 | 1,478
grd ,, | L.B15] 1,782 | 1,795 | 1,887 ! 1,625 1,BLO | 1,756 | 1,511 | 1,625 | 1,702 | 1,567 | 1,737
ath ,, | 1A7L] 1,845 | 1,BIE | X, 1,646 ! 1,868 | 1,747 | 1,400 | 1,610 | 1,706 | 1,582 | 1,720
1028 Lst Qir. | 1,846 | 1,810 | 1,807 | 3,808 | 1,642 | 1,841 | 1.730 | 1,405 | 1,570 | L6875 | 1,568 1 1,719
endt ,, |1,853| 1,805 1,779 | 1,901 | 1,653 | 1,846 | 1,736 | 1,404 | 1,5 1,568 | 1,557 | 1,718
3rd ,, | 1,832 1,804 | 1,760 | 1,863 | 1,655 | 1,827 | 1,702 | 1,490 7 1,566 | 1,854 | 1,620 | 1,435

dth . |1.8861 1,709 | 1,762 1 1,806 | 1,641 | 1,830 | 1,600 | 1,400 | 1,551 1,864 | 1,636 | 1,

{a) 8Sso sxplanstory note st head of page 20.
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Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns 1024 to 1928 : Woeighled Average of Six
Capital Cities in 1911 as Base {(a} (= 1,000 —conlinved, .

QUBRERSLAND—IXDAX-N U MBRRS.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA—IRDBY-NUMBERS.

, -§ & . 'g g. $ £ -
at r 5 : .
AREEAE IR A ERELEAR AP
=aa * 3
2 - agz 2 |® ng [} -k £ . SR lzed
|2 |a8)c&] & [Bes] 3 (958 & | & | 23 (8%
Fonn avD QGROCERIES {46 COMMODITMES) !
1924 .. § 1,000 1,000 1,670 | 1,841 | 1,685 f 1,834 | 1,701 | 1,756 | 1,820 | 1,802 | 1,617 | 1,790
1925 e [1,734 0 L6740 1,740 ) 1,875 [ 1,608 5 1,734 | 1,840 ) 1,854 | 1,834 ; 1,753 | 1,05 | 1,844
1926 . O35 LTy 1,874 ] 2,030 ) 1,796 | 1,803 1 1,869 | 1,024 | 1,005 1,830 | 1,982 | L,A7e
1927 . X 1,631 11,796 | 2,030 | 1,783 | L,701 [ 1,841 [ 1,915 ] 1,018 | 1,815 | 1,971 | 1,848
1928 v | 1,679 ] 1,893 | 1,736 | 1,944 | 1,664 | 1,880 | 1,775 | 1,894 | 4,876 | 1,753 ] 1,985 | 1,788
1927 1st Qtr, § 1,719 | 1,722 | 1,856 | 2,119 | 1,788 | 1,746 | 1,831 | 1,006 | 1,028 | 1,614 | 1,006 ] 1,838
2nd ,, | 1,842 | 1,585 | 1,767 | 2,008 | 1,605 | 1,663 | 1,822 | 1,916 | 1,903 ] 1,795 | 1052 | 1,830
3rd ,, | 1,867 1,596 1,780 {2,001 | 1,718 1 1,685] 1,873 | 1,013 | 1,022 | 1,833 ; 1,968 | 1,877
4th 1,602 | 1,630 | 1,783 j 2,016 | 1,733 | LL70B | 1,839 | 1,015 | 1,011 | 1,816 | 1,005 | 1,846
1928 1at Qir. | 1,880 | 1,675 | 1,727 | 1,983 | 1,651 | 1,677 | 1,810 { 1,020 | 1,003 | 1,806 | 2,008 | 1,
2ng ., 1,628 1,584 | 1,735[ 1,919 1,855 [,1,677 ] 1,828 ¢ 1,005 | 1,005{ 1,709 | 1,003 | 1,835
Srd ., | 1.& 1,507 | 1,715 [ 1,008 | 1,855 | 1081 1,751 f 1,869 | 1,849 | 1,785 | 1,055 | 1,781
ith 1,895 | 1,61 1,783 936 1 1,804 | 1,705 | 1,713 | 1,888 1,3& 1,744 | 1,082 | 1,728
1028,
Jaouary .. | 1,674 | 1,580 1 1,724 | 1,075 | 1,866 | 1,683 } 1,822 { 1,040 | 1,017 | 1,810 | 2,015 | 1,832
February .. | ¢, 1,564 | 1,723 | 1,085 ] 1,043 | 1,674 § 1,607 {1 1,015 | 1,002 | 1,814 | 2,008 | 1,817
March o | 1,887 | 1,573 | 1,734 | 1,040 1,643 | 1,075] 1,802 ] 1,006 | 1,889 | 1,784 | 1,006 | 1,811
Angrll . | 1,650 | 1,560 | 1,724 | 1010 | 1,841 | 1,804 | 1,320 | 1.004 | 1,002 | 1,788 | 1,000 | 1,827
¥ .o | 1,677 | 1,683 | 1,740 | 1,022 | 1,865 | 1,884 | 1,830 { 1,001 | 1,002 | 1,804 [ 1,008 | 1,837
Tung Lo heT2 ] 4,500 | 1,785 | 1,926 | 1,850 1,631 | 1,832 | 1,000 ) 1,910 } 1,807 | 1,008 | 1,839
July «. | 1,881 ] 1,605 | 1,720} 1,017 ] 1,883 | 1,672 } 1,200 | 1,889 B8 | 1,792 | 1,080 | 1,808
Auvgwab -] 1,845 | 1,500 1,713 1 1,906 | 1,655 | 1,857 1 1,741 | 1,857 | 1,841 1,786 | 1,6 | 1,752
September .. | 1,844 | 1,585 1,703 1 1,000 | 1,647 ] 1,654 | 1,711 | 1,861 | 1,819 ] 1,773 | 1,038 | 1,724
October .. | 1,002 1,604 | 1,754 ] 1,036 | 1,653 | 1,608 | 1,608 | 1,852 | 1,513 | t,743 | 1,026 | 1,707
November .. | 1,604 | 1,609 | 1,777 | 1,075 | 1,804 | 1,704 | 1,002 | £,805 | 1,523 | 1,747 | 1,071 | 1,708
Decomber .. | 2,809 | 1,625 | 1,780 | 2.048 | 1,733 1,712 | 1,754 | 1,034 | 1,880 | 1,743 | 2,048 | 1,700
Houging (WEIZHTED AVEEAGE 4 AND 5 Roous),
1924 o 1357 ]1,083 | 790§ 011;100731,106 | 1,540 | 980 | 1,005 | QLo | 1,225 1,485
LO2& e | 1,085 ] 1,138 | 1,027 921 | 1,087 ¢ 1,141 | 1,570 860 | 1,040 821 1,270 | 1,514
1929 o P LB 1,208 ) 1,083 ) 9200 L,i08 ] 1283 ] L6106 825 1135 As5| 1,219 1,401
1927 . JL301| 1,215 ] 1,141 022 | 1,210 1,312 | 1,540 | 8831 | 1,146 835 | 1,300 1,484
1028 oo | 1,372 | 1,189 | 1,068 | 1,106 | 1,100 | 1,316 | 1,672 | T86 | 1,143 | 898 | 1,259 [ 1,601
1927 Lat Qer, | 1,59 | L212 | 1156|922 | v,150 | 1,200 | 1,520 &43%] 1,133 8211 1,375 1,400
Ind . 1,334 | 1,220 | 1,174 032 | 1,242 | 1,205 | 1,520 851 | 1,148 821 | 1,274 | 1,408
ard ., |L388] L2131 1121 922 | 1242)] 1,220] 1,662 B25] 1,157 821|127 1602
$th 1,339 | 1,217 1,113 922 | 1,242 | 1,332 | 1,550 8031 1,143 873 30w 1 1,600
1028 tat Qtr. | 1,383 t,168 | 1,082 | 1088 1,115 1,223 | 1,660 703 ] 1,141 802 1,225 1,600
2nd ,. §1,877| 1,188 1,082 1,113 | 1,115 [ 1,321 [ 1,670| 7860 | 1,141] 802 | 1,219 1,807
Srd ,, |1,966| 1,188 | 1,071 | L,113 | 1,104 | 1,310 § 1,689 | 785| 1,141] 9003 | 1,283 | 1,500
&th o, | 1,364 | 1,100 | 1,037 | 1,165 { 1,104 | 1,300 ] 1,668 779 | 1,150 903 | 1,308 | 1,608
Foop, GROCERIES AND HOUSING,
1924 400 | 1,388 | 1,349 | 1402 | 1,427 | 1,465 11,897 | 1,460 { 1,614 | 1,301 | 1.505] 1,476
1925 1,621 | 1,473 | 1,498 | 1,517 | 1,450 | 1,511 | 1,741 | 1,484 | 1,802 | 1,403 | 1,688 | 1,720
1926 .. | 1617 | 1,559 | 1,577 | 1,007 1,560 | 1.608 | 1,734 | 1,613 | 1,672 | 1,408 | 1,605 | 1,720
1427 oo | 1,580 7 1,476 | 1,550 ¢ 1,617 ] 1,640 | 1,554 | 1,728 | 1,608 | 1,627 | 1,447 | 1,732 | 1,711
151 ] .+ | 1,589} 1,44 ¥ 46 HLASE | 1,643 ] 1,738 | 1,478 | 1,600 | 1,451 | 1,713 | . T18
1927 1st Qbr. | 1,576 ] 1.524 | 1,503 | 1,669 | 1,548 ) 1,675 1,514 1,513 1,680 | 1,441 | 1,744 | 1,600
%nd ,, 1,527 | 1,448 | 1,544 4 1,800 | 1,525} 1,525 1,700 | 1,508 | 1,194 1,429 | 1,007 | 1,603
Sed L, | 1,862 1,452 | 1,532 | 1,506 | 1,532 ] 1,661 f 1,756 | 1,504 f 1,695] 1,453 | 1,709 | 1,788
4th ,, | 1,678 1,475 | 1,531 | 1,606 | 1,549 | 1,560 | 1,734 [ 1,407 | 1,622 | 1,484 | 1,738 | 1,716
1925 dat Qtr, | 1,561 ] 1,430 | 1,485 | 1,614 | 1,450 | 1,644 | 1,757 | 2,407 | 1,617 | 1,463 | 1,714 | 1,737
2nd , | 1,550 ] 1,435 1,400 | 1,617 | 1,452 | 1,643 | 1,772 | 14851 1,618 | 1,458 | 1,705 | 1,740
3d ,, [ 1,543 1,443 1,473 | 1,009 | 1,448 | 1,520 | 1,720 | 1,462 | 1,583 ) 1,454 | 1,703 | 1,700
dth ,, [1.571] 1,450 1,491 | 1,677 | 1,472 | 1,656 | 1,600 | 1,460 | 1,582 { 1,428 | 1,720 [ 1,870

ta) Jen note ot hend of pape 20y



Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towng 1924 to 1928 : Weighted Average of Six Capital
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Cities in 1911 as Base (b) (= 1,000)—continted,

28

WESTRER ADSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMDERS. TASMANIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. B |§

g2 |3

- - [} 13

: ) . a - |2
=2 IR P S| s|e | BEleg.slscless
- el 8 |3g st 5| 2| Bs| 8 |2e%| 22 384
X § = | . -1 Z az EF3| €5 g;
: ARAERC AN R RN Ry
a1 £ s |Bsel 8| 3| B (& | & |E3E| 23 |#2%

FoOoD AXD QROORRIED {48 COMMODITIES).
1024 <. | 2801 (2,128 | 1,018 | 1,940 11,088 | 1,928 | 1,34 | 1,828 {1.870 | 1364 2,006 1,883 | 1,702 ] 1,738
1025 o vese)gnae | 2013 | 2000 | 2007 | 1085 | 10810 | 1705 | 121 | 10849 | Zose | 1017 [ u785] niam
1928 .. | viaee | 2aza | 20018 | Zo06 | 2l009 | 10002 { 1868 | 1843 | 1860 | 10885 [ 2,084 | 1,571 | 1iaz8{ 1,837
1927 - [ 1798 | 2ios2 | Tio83 | 1iosz | 1ioes [ 1sad | 1788 | 17765 | 1i818 | 21708 | o977 | 10790 | 1789 | 1796
1928 | sez | et | 1,974 | 2081 [ v;eso [ veue | 17727 | 1j698 | vis00 | 1,738 | 1031 | 1,729 | 1,761 | 1,769
1027 1t Qur, | 1,612 | 2,068 | 1,853 | 2,004 | 1,080 | 1,848 | 1,812 | 1,801 | 1,816 | 1,844 { 2,008 | 1,818 | 1,782 | 1,792
v | 1528 ] 2,086 | 2i000 | 1i083 | 11066 | 10865 | 1787 | 770 | L2ze] Li7ee | 1ioea | 1700 | 1768 | 1,708
sra o 11'775[ 2l053 | Uose | 1oss | 1956 | 17816 | 17705 | 2,736 | U'se7 [ 10 { Teso| 1703 | 1,794 | 1,801
#b . 117002002 | 1e3e | Leso] 1,071 | 1iso7 | 1760 | 1,738 | Lso1 | 1,737 | 1)ess | 1,760 | 1,820 | 1,826
1928 1at Qtr. | 1768 | 2,003 | 1,801 | 1,060 | 1,048} 1,808 | 1,730 | 1,711 | 1,702 | 1,718 | 1,024 | 1,783 | 1,771 { 1,777
and ., | 008 [ 2l060 | 10080 | 2017 | Tose | oo | 10738 | 10715 | 1825 | 1770 | Lozs | vi7es | 1vsa | 1780
srd 5 | 1930 | 20188 | 20016 | 2083 | '8 | 1950 | 1747 [ 10686 | 17788 | 1780 | 1027 | 1718 | 17e5 | 1,764
#th ., | 1o20| 2186 | 2020 2043 | tesi | 1950 | 10725 F 10873 | 1,700 | 1,731 | 1054 | 1721 | 1,748 | 2.785
128,
January .. | 1758 2,007 | 1,578 | 1,006 1085 | 1,705 | ras| 1721 | a,781 | 1,700 | 1,084 | 1,708 | 1780 ] 1787
February .. | 1,768 | 2001 | 1,88 | 11986 | 1032 | 1,803 | 1724 | 1,700 | 1’705 | Lriz | t'o1s | 11739 | 17760 { 1768
March .. | 1776 {2,001 | 1007 | tie6s | 1,058 | 10810 | 17725 | 1}702 | 1800 | 1732 | ez | 1772w | 1aTe ] 179t
dpru o fuees | 2007 | 12905 | 1,958 | 1,951 | 10851 | 17740 | 1,718 | 10817 | 1,775 | 17987 | Li7as | 1,783 | L7ea
y | uess {2i060 | 1954 | 10997 | 1i080 | 1i900 | 17aa | Lna7 | 1831 | 7s2 | n)ees | 1vas | 1787 | nro1
Tune 2 [ 200 | 20118 | 2047 | 2loes | 1ese | 2io14 | 17726 | 1708 [ 10827 | L7ss | 1'e3a | 1724 | 1782 | 1787
Fuly T | Tesz [ 2aze | zlosz | 2lo7s | 1pe1 | Tiovs | 17725 | 19698 | 1705 | 10758 | 1/938 | 1,720 | 1761 | 1,780
Avgust .. | 1oz [ 2174 [ 2i0a3 f 2iove | 1082 | 10080 | 17as | e | L7es | 1737 | 1028 | 1,718 | 1,741 | 1,781
8optember .. | 100 [ 2173 | 107 | 2070 | vose | 103a | U712 | La7a | 1770 | 783 | 1e17 | 1i71s | 1iess | Liraz
tober .. | 1006 | 27182 | 2045 | 2087 | 1io0e (1,097 | U712 | Uere | rrrs | U72d | Uoan | v | Uvss] 1747
November .. | 1912 | 2,160 | 2,080 | 2030 | 1)073 | Lpae | 1724 | 1088 | 1,777 | 1,725 | 11010 | 1,717 | L7ad | 10749
Dacember .. [ 1:006 | 2:178 | 1,086 | 2,024 | 10070 [ 142 | 1700 | 1681 | 1841 | 1,704 | 1972 | 10736 | 10758 | 1760
HOUSING (WRIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOME).
1024 o [reinf ooxe | 1,880 1,188 1,800 | 1,268 | 1,502 1,272 | 1,300 [ ,ev7 | 010 [ 1000 [ 1816 | 1051
1926 o ITza0| 298 1405 | 10167 | 10308 | 10203 | 104 | 1,318 | 1330 [ 1247 | 810 | D495 | rser | iis89
16t8 ©fuess] sov|leos| 1156 ko8] 1e0n | 1628 | 130e [ 1284 | v2a0| e8| Kavo | 1677 | 1022
1027 oo usor| sas| 146z} 1185 | 1aze | 1432 | vs7o | 1286 | r2se | 1o1s | 63| 1iass | rese | 1032
1928 - {ve3a| ses|aes | 1007 | 1ses [ 14wt | 1)s35 | 1)382 | 1273 | 1163 |. 782 | 1,036 | 1,743 | 1887
1927 13t Qtr. | 1482 884 | 1,429 1,186 | 1,908 | 1,410 | 1,509 | 1267 | 1,205 | 1,283 | 628 | 1442 | Lo7s [ Le0e
2nd ., | 1aso| ssa | Tago| 1iies| Laos | naon | 1'588 | 12e0 | 17257 | 1ae6 | azs | 1ia06 | 1'678 | 1,626
st o Juss7] ese | vats| vxsz| 17ass| n4an | 1’574 | 1508 | €257 | 1223 | 724 | 17430 | 1ieen | 1638
ath o Fr'ssa| ses | 10s16{ 1,138 | 10485 | 1450 | 10556 | 1324 | 10257 [ 1187 | 708 | 1435 | 1j694 | 1)644
1925 1nt Qur. | 1,636 675 [ 1,541 | 1,068 [ 1,547 | 1,457 | 1,680 | 1,300 1,273 | Lzag| 721 | Lade | 1,744 | 1687
oot ,, | Usao | 875 | tiags | 1oes | 1547 | 1/ase | 1537 | 139 | 127 | 170 772 | 1442 | 11748 | Less
3ed o | wbi0| ses)1s3| 15| 10547 | viaes | 10520 | 15ea f 1273 | 1azo | 76l | 1042e | L7an | 1iess
ath , Vrlsw| 803 [ 1jase | 1ie7 | teis| acs | 1sas | 13a8 [ 10273 | 1122 ] 754 | 1,450 | 1742 | 1,686
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING.

1084 .. Fre7s L1670 | 1,608 | 1,806 | 1,746 { 1,076 | 1,783 | 1,008 | 1,602 | 1,848 | 1,504 | 1,701 | 1688 | 1,008
1926 b Cnattere | 1785 | ress | Usoo | U713 | 1750 | 1618 | 1,640 [iale23 | Usaz | 1560 | 1i733 | X1
1826 a7 | vess | U%er| 1es7 | 178s | 1713 | 1778 tie1o | Lees { 1643 | 1545 | 7208 1,772 | 1,758
1027 ©ues? [ 1e1a | 1,775 | 1,675 | w76z | wesa | 1710 | 1sas | Ueos | 1680 | 1,405 | 1657 | 1,7e0 | 11734
1928 o1 7sa | vesz] 4706 | 1674 | 1,013 | 1,742 | 1685 ] 1578 | w602 | 1623 | 1)a88 | 1,619 | 1,756 | 1,728
1927 1st Qtr. | 1,688 { 1,617 | 1,766 | 1,607 | 1,705 | 1,084 | 1,752 | 1,600 | 1,611 | 1,622 | 1,480} 1,076 | 1,741 | 1728
2nd ., {10667 | 1635 1i78s | 16e3 | 10757 | 180 | 1711 | 1574 | Lex1 | 1571 1a6a | 1oess | 1ies | 1me
w | vies2 | 615§ 1777 | vess [ 1761 [ vezs | 17z | 11587 | 1615 | 1ises{ 1sos ) 1iee0 | 17786 | 1740
ath o | 1ess | Usss | 17780 | 2le64 | 1)770 | 1676 | 1lesi | 1s7e | 1)so% | 15s0| 1,520 f 10688 | 10778 | 1,757
1088 16t Qtr, | 1,681 | 1,570 | 1750 | 1,624 | 1,706 | 1,673 | 1,850 | 1,504 | 1597 | 1,588 [ 1472 | Le2s | 1,761 [ 1,744
ond ,, | 1767 | 1615} 1)738 | 1861 | 1802 | 1750 | viee1 | 1506 | 1817 [ 13¢5 | 1,501 | 1830 { 176 | 1,751
ard o | 1784 | L'es5 | 1818 | U707 | 1aoz | vres | Ueaa | 1572 | Uso1 | 1508 | 14se | 1800 | 1742 | 1728
ab 2 | 17s3 | vjess | 10810 | 1703 [ 1845 | 1773 | 1650 1812 | 1,744 { 1,729

-

1,551 | 1,601 | 1,602 | 1,491

{a) The Towns of Midland Junction (W.A.Y, Zechan (Tas.), and Beaconsleld (Tas,), were

Hortham (W.A.), Burnle (Tss.), and Devonport (Tea.).

{#} See mote at head of page 29,

roplaced 1n 1928 by
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In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 20 for the
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical
in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannet be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 1911 is in each
case made equal to 1,000,

The two last columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted
average for the six capital cities and for the 30 towns. The population
weights used in the compufations of these weighted averages for 1923 and
subsequent years are as follows :—

Population Weights Used for Different Towns.

New South Victoria. Queensiand.  [South Austraia] A overn Toe
4 S < # + -
Town, é Town, g Towa, % Town. %‘ Town. %ﬂ Town. %
= B B B = B
g ¥ .. | B00|Methouwrne | 766{Btishane 210|Adelatde 255|Perth, ate. | 155{Hohart 52
eswcastle B¢ Ballarot .. 34/T*woomba 2LRadinnete | 13Kalg'lleete] 19 Taunceston| 24
Broken Hill 26{Bendlgo .. 3{Rockhnm'n 24 Pt. Pirle 10|Northam 4|Burnfe .. 3
Goulburn 13|Geelong .. 32{Chrta. Twrs, 9 Mt. Gamb'r 4|Bunbury 4Devonport| 6
Bathurat QW nambe'l SlWarwick & Peterhorgh 2iGernidt 4t t'wol 3

The weights ueed are based on the 1921 Cemsus populations, and repre-
sent, to the nearest 1,000, the actual populations at that date.

9. Rolative Retail Prices, 30 Towns, Food and Groceries and Housing.—
(i.) General—The figures in the next table represent the relative index
numbers for the years 1926 to 1928 for the 30 towns in respect of which
particulars are regularly collected, comparing expenditere on food and
groceries and housing separately with the total expenditure on food,
groceries, and housing. These index-numbera are comparable in all respects.
For each year the first column gives the relative expenditure on groceries
and food ; the second, the relative expenditure on housing; while the
remaining column relates to food and groceries combined with housing.
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Index-Numbers, 30 Towns, showing Relative Expenditore ox Food and Groceries and on
rooms) separately, and on these Items combined. Basis of
‘Table = Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Housing (4 and &
rooms} in the Bix Capital Cities in 1511 = 1,000.

Housing (4 and §

192¢, 1927, . 1928,
L~}
fomn E 3 g
own, L= . . N . - . -
1 f2iE )5 | 23 1
o 3 3 =
] § ] 3 o £5 g = ]
Ec = Eom Eu B Eém gu = égﬁ
Naw 300TH WiLRS— ’
Nydmvy . .. | 1,188 886 | 1,852 | 1,153 681 | 1,B34 | 1,140 702 | 1,842
awcna}le . .. 11,155 835 | 1,703 | 1,144 652 | 1,796 | 1,136 888 | 1,805
. o] 1,822 413 | 1,785 | 1,345 425 | 1,770 | 1,346 I 431 | 1,777
Goulburn . .+ | 1,158 054 | 1,810 | L1560 668 | 1,848 | 1,155 727 | 1,882
Bathurst .. .| L1119 547 ; 1,606 } 1,112 532 | 1,844 1,104 544 | g8
Welighted Average .. | 1,168 874 | 1,842 1 1,157 671 | 1828 1,146 691 | 1,336
VICTORIA—
Melbonrne . .| Lio8 636 | 1,744 | 1,082 842 1 1,724 1 1051 663 | 1,710
Dallarst .. Lolaast 384 | 1,515 | 1,105 287 | au2 | 1078 214 | L4092
Hendige .. | 1,126 440 | 1,674 | 1,108 483 1 1,580 | 1078 487 | 1,566
Qeelong . | 1,100 589 | 1,889 | 1,078 612 | 1,880 | 1064 601 | 1,665
Warrnamboo! .o | 1,006 4656 | 1,551 | 1,060 436 | 1 545 1,087 510 1 1, 547
Weighted Average .. | L109 616 | 1,725 | L083 623 | 1,708 } 1,054 847 | 1,701
QUEENALAND—
Brisbane .. .| 1118 501 | 1,617 | 1,049 511 | 1,580 | 1044 515 | L,659
Toowoomba | L1058 454 | 1,550 | 1,018 457 | 1,475 935 446 | 1,441
Rockhampton | 170 407 | 1,577 L122 428 1 1850 | 1,082 401 | 1484
H M Towers oo | 1,268 549 | 1,817 | 1,271 346 | 1617 | 1,214 415 { 1,620
Warwiek .. - | 1121 439 | 1,560 | 1,082 458 | 1,540 | 1039 416 | 1,456
Welghted Avetage .. | 1,126 482 | 1,808 ; 1,002 492 | 1,554 | 1040 404 | 1,648
SOUTH AUSTRALIA—
Adelaide .s | 1,187 580 | 1,736 | 1,150 578 | 1,728 | 1,109 6827 | 1,786
Kadina, de. .. -} 2,203 310 | 1,513 | 3,108 312 | 1,508 | 1,188 205 | 1,478
Port Plrle . .o | 1,248 426 | 1,672 | 1,196 431 | L8271 1171 420 | 1,600
Mount Gambler 1,148 828 | 1,468 | 1,133 214 1 L4471 10114 337 | 1,451
Peterbotough 1,238 457 | 1,605 | L231 491§ 1,722 | 1,240 475 | 1,712
Welghtea Average .. | 1,171 549 | 1,720 | 1,154 557 | LTIl | 1,116 @01 | 1,716
WESTERN AVSTRALIA—
Petth, &e. .. | 1,165 552 | 1,717 | 1,122 5685 | 1,687 | 1,175 675 | 1,768
Kalgoorlia, &, .. | 1827 337 | 1,604 | 1282 832 | 1,814 | 1,300 333 | 1,02
Nottham ., .| 1,280 627 | 1,787 | 1226 540 | 1,775 | 1,233 663 | 1,796
Bunbury .. .. b 1,263 £34 | 1,687 | 1,238 437 | 1,875 | 11,262 £12 F 1,674
Geraldton .. 1,265 520 | 1,784 | 1,228 534 | 1,783 | 1,224 587 | 1,811
Weighted Average .. | 1,188 526 | 1,713 | 1,145 533 | 1,683 & 1104 548 | 1,742
TABMARI L~
Hobart .. o] 18T o1t | 1,778 | 1,117 503 | 1,710 | 1,078 577 ¢+ 1,856
Lainecataon .. .o ) L,181 489 | 1,040 102 433 | 1,686 | 1,050 519 | 1,578
Burnle .. .. | 1,188 482 | 1,688 | 1,185 473 1 1,808 | 1,124 478 | 1,602
Devonport .. . 1,177 466 | 1,843 | 1,128 457 | 1,880 | 1,086 437 1 1,528
Queenslown . 1,301 244 | 1,545 | 1234 261 | 3,495 | 1,208 282 | 1,
Welghted Average .. | 1,188 552 | 1,720 | L1318 630 | 1,657 | 1,080 530 | 1,810
Wet:hbed Avernge for 30
. _E | 1,147 809 | 1,766 | 1,121 o183 | 1,784 | L105 833 7 1,798
Weighted  Average &
Caplta) Clties | 142 e300 | 1,772 | tUT 632 | 1,740 | 1,100 655 | 1,768

&

Expenditure in each town for food, groceries, and housing was multiplied by
a number representing the population of the town,and a weighted result forall
towns was thus computed. The population weights used are given on page 26.
The relative expenditure in each town for (@) food and groceries, (b) housing,
and (¢) food, groceries, and housing combined, is shown, the base being the
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weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911 = 1,000.
Therefore, in each horizontal line for each year the sum of the index-number
for food and groceries and thet for rent is equal to the index-number for food,
groceries, and housing combined. The items in the table are comparable in
all respects, and in addition show the proportionate cost of food and groceries
and of housing. For example, taking the last line but one in the table
for the year 1928, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food,
groceries, and housing being £1,738, the expenditure on food and groceries
alone is £1,105 (1st column), and the average rental £633, the sum of the
two latter amounts being £1,738. In addition to showing the relative cost
of food and groceries and house rent in each town individually, the table
also furnishes comparisons as fo the relative cost of these items aa
between the several towns, Thus, taking food and groceries only for 1928,
commodities which would cost £1,140 in Syduey ean be purchased for
£1,051 in Melbourne, or £1,10% in Adelaide. Again, taking the combined
expenditure on food, groceries, and house rent, ap e¢xpenditure of £1,719
in Melbourne is equivalent to £1,842 in Sydney, £1,736 in Adelaide, £1,642
in Kalgoorlie, or £1,811 in Geraldton.

The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for comparisons
between any of the towns included. Thus, if the average weekly rental
of four and five-roomed houses in Melbourne is 23s. 0d. and the average
rental of similar houses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourns must
be multiplied by the index-number for housing in Bendigo and divided

by the index-number for Melbourne ; 23s. 0d. x % = 16s. 94.

{ii.} Food and Groceries~The weighted average of the five towns was
below the weighted average for all towns for 1928 in Viotoria, Queensland,
and Tasmania, and ahove it in the other States.

(iii) Housing.—As regards housing accommodation, Sydney, Goulbumn,
Newcastle, Melbourne, and Adelaide are the most expensive, while Queens-
town, Kadina, Mt. Gambier, and Kalgoorlie are the cheapest towns,

. (iv.) Food and Groceries and Housing combined.—The average cost of
food, groceries, and housing in 1928 was greatest in Goulburn, followed by
8ydney, Geraldton, Newcaatle, and Northam, and was least in Toowoomba
and Mt. Gambier.

10. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each ssction
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cjties in the year 1911
has been taken as base = 20s. The figures measure the variations in the
cogt of :—({a) food and groceries; (b) house rent; and {¢) food, groceries,
and house rent combined from year to year in each city separately (in the
vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in each year (in
the horizontal lines). Thus, by referring to the section of the table relating
to food, groceries, and house rent combined it will be seen that 3ls. in

4
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Hydney in 1911 was equivalent to 17s. 4d. in Brisbane, or 18s, 9d. in
Hobart, while 34s. in Melbourne for the last quarter of 1928 was equivalent
to 15s. 4d. in Brisbane in 1907, or 23z, 3d. in Perth in 1911,

Retail Prices—Amonnts necessary on the Average in sach Year specified from 1807 to
1928 to purchase in eack Capital City what would have cost on the aversge £1 in
1911 in the Capitals regarded as a whole.

. Welghted
Year. Sydnoy. | Melb'na. | Drisbans. | Adelalde, Perth. Hobart,, Averagoof &
Capital Citlea.
Foop anp Grooermes (46 CoMmoDTTIES).
s d. 4 o, s d. o d. e, d, s d, & i,
1807 .. 18 49 18 6 18 11 19 0 23 11 20 2 19 )
191 . 12 9 18 8 20 4 20 5 26 11 21 2 Qa
1921 . 38 0| 38 0 36 3 38 1 40 01| 40 6 w0
1922 e 41 32 11 32 % 34 6 35 6 36 11 13 8
1922 . 36 5| 36 1 3BW| 3 8 3 7| 37 3 36 1
1924 .e 34 8 33 8 33 10 35 10 37 10 37T 0 34 B
1925 . 35 8| 3 0 34 8 36 10 38 9| 36 2 35 8
1926 . 37 4 3 86 35 9 37 5 37 41 37 4 6 7
1927 . B 1N 34 83 33 73 3610 35 11 35 9 a’ 9
1928 . 8 6| 83 8| 93 5] 35 6| 3y 8| 84 6 85 3
1928 lst Qir. 38 8 34 4| 33 8 B 2 3% 4| 3¢ 7 3 5
o 20d Qtr. 36 11 34 21 33 5 38 7 38 1 409 33 8
» 3ed Qtr. 36 21 33 2| 33 0% 35 0. 38 7 34 4 34 11
»  dth Qtr. 36 41 33 1 3311 34 3 . 7 34 6 34 11

House RENT (WEIGHTRD AVERAGE 4 AND B Roous CoMBINED).

1907 . 19 5 M4 1 9 3 16 8 5 0 i3 3 16 3
o e 22 11 18 7 12 2 23 1 17 2 14 9 20 Qo
192} . 32 4 2610 20 7 26 5 24 2 28 10 23 2
1922 .. 33 71 2810 22 7 27 6 25 1 27 2 28 9
1923 . 34 9 30 8 23 0 “ 0 25 11 30 1 31 1
1924 . 8 7 31 8 23 2 30 10 26 3 3110 32 4
1925 .. 37 6| 32 1 23 4 3l 6 26 10 33 0 321
1926 . 36 6 3311 26 8 0 4 29 6 a2 7 33 7
1927 . 36 3 34 2 27 3 30 10 30 2 31 7 3 8
1928 .| 8 47 86 7| 27 &5 3 5| 30 9| 80 8 M1
1928 18t Qtr. 37 4 38 7 27 8 33 5 30 9 09 3411
o 2ud Qtr. 37 4 3 7 27 7 33 7 30 10 30 9 311
L 3dQte. | 37 2] 35 6| 27 4| 33 5| 3010 30 B 34 10
o 4th Qtr. 37 5 3 6} 27 3 33 4 30 10 30 11 34 10
Foop, Groceriss, aND Housz RENT COMBINED,
1907 . 19 0 17 2 15 4 18 3 20 7 17 7 18 0
191 . 21 ¢ 18 8 17 4 21 &) 23 3 18 & 20 0o
1921 s 35 10 33 10 w5 33 9 34 0 3 1 34 4
1922 . 33 10 31 b 28 6 31 10 3 7 2 7 32 2
1923 . 35 10 3 0 26 10 33 8 32 6 34 7 34 2
1924 . 3 5 32 10 29 10 311 33 6 1 33 9
1925 . 36 4 311 N 5 M 10 34 3 3 0 24 8
1926 . a7 1 41N 32 4 4 9 34 4 6 7 3B 5
1927 .. 9 8] 34 6! 31 2| 34 71 33 9| 34 2 35 0
1928 ..| 310 8¢ B| 3 2| 34 H 35 1| 83 1 3 1
1928 lst Qtr. 36 11 34 9 31 3 3B 2 3 7 33 2 65 3
» 2nd Qtr. 31 M4 9 31 2 B b 3B 4 3 3 35 5
o  3rd Qir, 3 8 M 0 3010 34 b 3% 8 32 10 41
w 4th Qbr. 36 9 34 0 31 5 a1 35 8 33 2 34 11

{0) Wase of each Bectlon,
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11. Price Details, 1928.—The summarized results of price-movements
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries
for each month are published in the Quarterly SBummary of Australian
Statistics, In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report the average
retail price of each item of the food and groceries regimen during 1928 is
given for the 30 towns included in the investigation. Information with
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually
in the Labour Reports. In appendixes to Labour Report, No. 1, detailed
particulars were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital citiea
for each year, 1901 to 1911. In Report, No. 2, and subsequent issues
information in detail regarding retail prices and rents during each year has
been published.

§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous.

1. @eneral—In the following Section the results are published of in-
vestigations into retail price variations of all itemns ordinarly entering into
household expenditure classified into four main groups :—Food and Gro-
ceries ; Rent; Clothing ; and Miscellancous,

The tabulation by the Bureau was undertaken as a resnlt of the recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which was
appointed in 1919, to inguire into and report upon the following matters :—

" (i} The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for & muan with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several
items and amounts which make np that cost.

(i} The actual corresponding cost of living during eavh of the last
five years.

{iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

This Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the lst November,
1920, for a family, consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
* years of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st Rovember, 1820.

Partlenlats., Melbonroe. Bydney, Brlabane, Adelalde, Perth, Hobart.

£ sd| £ e.d| £ & d | £ & d £ e d | £ e d

Rent 1 061 2 0] 017 0 019 6! 019 0| 010 ©
Food 2 6 2| 26 9| 23 1] 2172 2 411 2811
Clothing . 1 9 ¢! 1 7T0] 16 0 18 3 1 7 ¢ 1 9 2
Misceilaneous . . 1 010 11 4|1 01 11 2 1 2 3 ¢ 19 10
Total 616 61 61T 11 B & 2] 5168 1 61311 | 61811
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The corresponding cost of the commeodities and services ineluded (which
are fully set out in the first report) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as
follows :—

Royal Commission on Bagic Wage—Cost ot Commodities, efe.,, 1014 to 1920,

Years, Melbourne, Bydnoy, Hrisbane. Adelalde. Perth. Hobart.

£ ad|) £ aad | £ s&d | £ ad | £ a0 d| £ & d

1914 .. 3 7 9 81211 3 4 0 31 2 312 9| &8 6 9
1915 .. 316 9 4 1 6 3n 3 319 0 317 1 3156 1
1916 .. 317 65| 4 4 6| 31310 319 7 4 1 2 315 6
1817 .. 4 2 21 4 9 8 319 3} 4 3 2 4 4 231 4 410
1918 .. 4 8101 414 B 4 6 01 41011 4 9 2| 4 8 6
1919 .. 418 5} 5 5 3 4 15 10 6 2 6 5 0 9 5 0 4
1920 .. 516 61 517 1 5 6 2 516 1 313 11 8§16 11

In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family {i.e., such a family
asis described in Clause 1),  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a8 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recorawendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Comwnonwealth Burean of Census and
Statistics.

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given herenfter,

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with
aycertaining variationsin the cost of the regimen adopted, whick is deseribed
in the “Indicator List ™ published ir the Report. It appeared, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it wag decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing, .

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four
heads—(1) Food and Groceries; (ii) Housing ; {iii) Clothing ; (iv)Other
Requirementa (Miscellansous).

It was decided to adopt forfood, groceries and house rent,* the commodities
method and weighting alteady in use, and the commodities and quantities
conform very closely to those given in the ““Indicator Lists  of the Com-
mission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted » certain type of

* The besis of hovsing sccommodstion hay been altered in this sectlon to conform with the basis :
adopted in § 2. -
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5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed for house
rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu-
lar type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of house described
by the Commission.

Inquiries by this Buresu had been confined to food, groceries and housing,
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and mis-
oellanecus items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission
collected & large amount of information as to prices and duration of
articles, and this has been used in computing the index-numbers given in
the following tables,

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
ocost of fue] and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items
in the “ Indicator Lists ”, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been
oomputed in the same manner as that for clothing.

The item * groccries (not food)” has been omitted from miscellaneous
expenditure, though it was so described by the Commission, as the index-
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &c.

3. Base.~—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period
as base. In the case of index-numbers for food, groceries, and housing,
already published, the year 1911 was selected. For the new index-numbers,
covering all items of household expenditure, November, 1914, was adopted
owing to the difficulty of securing information with regard to prices of clothing
and miscellaneous items for earlier years. While the index-numbers for
1914 in the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be
accepted as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. For
base the weighted average cost for the six capital cities hias been taken, snd .
the aggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made equal to 1,000,

4. Variations—Thirty Towns,—The investigations have been extended
to the 30 towns for the months of November, 1921, and May, August and
November, 1922, and quarterly for the year 1923 and subsequently. The
task of securing information for previous years as to prices of clothing
and miscellansous requirements in towna other than the capituls was con-
sidered unnecessary. So far as the capitals are concerned, details were
already available in the Report of the Royal (lommission on the Basie
Wage, Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly for
sll the towns, and yuarterly index-numbers are available.

‘5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—-Nov., 1914, {o 4th Quarter, 1928,
The following tables give index-numbers for (i} Food and Grogeries;
(ii} Housing; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing;
(v) Miscellaneous Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing,
Olothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined. '



Foop kTC., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOTS, 33

Food and Groceries (46 Commodities) Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average
of Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1914, base {= 1,000).

N.3.W.—I4DEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA. —INDEX-N CMDKRS.
Peciod. gl aE) g s Bl sl sl w | B |3g4
g1 03 g B E |28 2 2| 5| g (2R
S| el 225|388 2 2|35 &6z 388
Zi sl 8|2 |'a 852 5| 2 &) & | £8E%F
Nov /1914 .. | 995 . - . .. - T . . . .
o, £1921 .. | 1,503 | 1,624 | 1,515 11,482 | 1,450 [ 1,604 || 1,480 | 1,447 | 1,434 | 1,467 | 1479 | 1,491
Year 1023 .. | 1,58% [ 1,603 [ 1,743 | 1,618 | 1,641 | 1,593 || 1,572 | 1,664 | 1.566 | 1,583 | 1,526 | 1,570
w1924 .. [ 1511 | 1,526 | 1,706 | 1,642 £1,436 | 1,517 || 1,460 | 1,487 | 1,508 | 1,459 | 5,508 [ 1,471
} WE 128 .. | 1,557 |1,671 11,838 | 1,657 | 1,500 | 1,505 | 1,526 | 1,558 | 1,552 | 1,500 | 1,601 | 1,628
v 1920 .. | 1,628 |1,614 1,846 | 1,815 1,568 [1,682 [ 1,548 1,580 |1,672 11,536 | 1,531 11,549
. 1927 .. | 13610 [1.503 | 1,870 | 1,606 11,558 | 1,615 || 1,511 {1,543 | 1,644 | 1,505 | 1,480 | 1,513
. 1922 .. | 1,503 | 1,587 | 1,880 | 1,614 | 1,543 | 1,600 || 1,469 | 1,500 | 1,506 | 1,488 | 1,448 | 1,472
1028 1st Qtr. | 1,600 | 1,505 | 1,922 | 1,615 1,643 | 1,607 || 1.406 | 1,510 | 1,518 | 1,402 | 1,478 | 1,498
w Znd 1,009 | 1,690 | 1,888 | 1,621 [ 1,657 | L,e14 || 1,401 | 10514 | 1,518 | 1,403 | 1,461 | 1,408
n o 8rd . 1579 | 1se2 | 1usst | 16181 1,546 [ 1,587 || 1446 | 1,503 | 1,504 | 1,472 | 1,423 [ 1,451
W dth 1584 | 1,580 | 1,850 L 1605 1,626 | 1,501 || 1,441 1 1,487 | 1,488 1 1,486 | 1,432 | 1,447
QURENSEAND.~—INDEX-N UMBERS. S0UTH AUSTRALIA - INDEX-NUMBERS,
F 3 T .
3 = H - . . - w . . -
Period. g 5] dlesl| 3 |3gd| £ a8 B 51 .50%s
m 45 mm BEE)| 2 |Sus 4| Lo |88,
2| 3| 38]38 2| 3 |823 B 81 38|84
[ SIE31 B8 = |pa&|| % (k=] & | 25| 42 (B
Nov. 1914 .. | 87| ., . .. - . 1,086 | . . o~ .. ..
o 1921 .. | 1,490 | 1,395 | 1,380 | 1,581 [ 1,480 | 1,982 [ 1,468 | 1.494 | 1,510 | 1,440 | 1,55¢ | 1,471
Yenr 1928 .. | 1,477 | 1,405 | 1,526 | 1,502 | 1,463 | 1,483 || 1,590 | 1,550 | 1,578 | 1,580 1 1,671 | 1687
w 1924 .. | va7d | 1,306 | 1465 | 13606 {1,407 11,471 [ 1,563 | 1,582 | 1,687 | L4768 | 1,595 1,661
o026 . | 1,513 | 1,460 | 1,526 | 1,635 | 1,455 | 1,503 || 1,605 | 1,617 | 1,067 [ 1,529 [ 1,691 3,608
.. 11659 |1,544 |1,635 |1,771 [1.566 {1,573 | 1,630 1,680 (1,740 [1,507 {1,729 |1,638
1,386 | 10422 [ 1,667 | 1,776 [1,512"| 1,283 | 4,606 | L1670 | 1,671 | 1,582 | 1,719 | 1,612
1458 | 1,389 | 1,503 | 1,606 | 1,451 | 1,465 || 1,544 | 1,852 | 1,635 | 1,556 | 1,732 | 1,558
1456 | 1,874 1,507 | 1,711 | 1,440 | 1463 || 1,579 1,675 | 1,660 | 1,575 | 1,750 | 1,587
1,456 | 1,851 | 1,513 ) 1674 | 1,444 | 1,463 || 1,504 | 16611 1,662 | 1,569 1,743 | 1,600
1,439 | 1,393 | 1,406 | 1,604 | 1443 | 1,449 || 1527 | 1,630 | 1,613 | 1,657 | 1,705 | 1,537
1,478 | 1,400 | 1,535 | 1,753 1 1477 [ v.487 Il 1405 | 1,643 | 1,606 | 1,521 1 1,720 [ 1,507
WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX- T
i T ASMANIA—TNDEX-K UMDEKS, m_. i B
» . . g z W mm W
5 . . 5 5 B o @
Period. |l dis| 31zl .13 | 21 3 (38| 23 l3sa
|l e | 2| Bl B iEG| B B | £ 5 2 |55 =5 25T
sl e|ls| 2|2 (58| 2| g |81 2§ |5alsgisds
] = 3 | R R =] « 2 o K1 Th o W ..Wa-ll
glaglesjalglezll @ |3 &8|al & (B« Fe 23
. A ] —_—— | = — End
Nov. 1014 .. |1164 .. | .. | .. 1,072 coo | oo | .o | .o b L. | 1,0000
o 1021 .. |1,567|1,746] 1,644| 1,836( 1,608) 1,6101] 1,001| 1,4951 1,7281 1,553 1,620 1,5777 1,482 | 1,487
vear 1928 .. |1.504| 1,833| 1,711] 1,605| 1:87x| 1,023]] 1,625( 1,587 1,642( 1,618 1, 703! 1,018 1,674 | 1,677
L, 1924 .. |1,840|1,851) 1,672| 1,002 1,722| 1,613)| 1,613 1,602( 1,639| 1,626/ 1,759| L€17| 1,511 | 1,516
W 1995 .. |'L1.601|1,270) 1,756 1,752 1,704] 1,514{| 1,570 1,560 1,688) 1,13 1,785 1,585 1,557 | 1,663
»o19%6 .. |1,627|1,853|1,780) 1,750 1,755 1,859} 1,850| 1,608] 1,657 1,645| 1,218 1,632) 1,696 | 1,602
w1627 .. |1,687| 10700 1,712} 1,720 1717 1,600]| 1,560| L.A40| 1,586 1,560 1,724j 1,562 1,560 | 1,568
o 1928 .. [1,64211,820| 1,722 1,763 1,708] 1,667)] 1,507| 1,430] 1,570| 1,517 1,634) 1,508/ 1,536 | 1,543
028 1: Qtr, | 1,542] 1,747 1,649] 1,709] 1,608] 1,573 1,563 1,493 1,678| 1,512| 1,545 | 1,550
W 2nd | 1,680] 1,797 1,717| 1,780 1,708 1,670 1,502] 1,544 1,692 1,520( 1,558 | 1,560
» 8ra . [1Les4]1,3e2)1,759| 1,800 },706] L,70)) 1,555 1,517| 1,891 1,500( 1,522 | 1,530
»oam o 1623l 1800l 1762|1782 1,728] 1,709 1.509] 1.510] 1.687) 1.50211,523 | 1,631

() Bosa,

C.7518.—2
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Houging {4 anl 5 rayms).—Indez-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average of Six

Capital Cities, Nov,, 1914, base (= 1,000).

N.A3.W.—Iv0pEX-NUMBELS. _* VIOTORIA.~TKDEX-NTABRRS,
Period N T PO I P O TR IO P
2| 31 g B B|e& 28| B| 2|3 |fs¢
- £ k- = 2 |=®E=| 2 = £ 2 E_. BEg
] £ - B = |2gu| 3 3 = ] v .m -4
w | 2| 8] 6 & el 5| & | & & | BX |E<F
Nov, 1014 ., | 1,188 .. m .e .. .e 937 ve . . .y ..
o 1921 L. 11,542 | 1,904 802 11,337 1 019 | 1,489 j[ 1,302 738 812 | 1,080 11,050 [ 1,216
Yoear 1023 .. [1,639% | 1,355 833 | 1,460 984 | 1,687 || 1,446 860 088 | 1,190 |1,135 [ 1,302
W 1924 . (1,726 ) 1,483 | 876 {1,655 | 1,183 | 1,674 || 1,454 105 030 | 1,104 | L1560 | 1,427
- 1926 .. (1,762 ] 1,559 P44 1,501 | Lt04 | 1,700 || 1,602 | 676 | 1,027 | 1,247 | L152 | 1,469
o 1928 .0 | 1,722 (5,603 | 1,038 | 1641 (1,373 | 1,600 || 1,505 0683 | 1,126 [1,479 |1,141 |1,548
wo 1927 L. L7100 | 1,638 | 1,083 | 1,754 | 1,285 | 1,685 | 1,612 | w72 |ve1d [1,637 [1,222 | 1565
» 1928 .. [ 1,761 | 1,876 {1,082 {1,828 | 1,305 | 1,734 | 1,676 | 1,040 | 1,222 ] 1,510 | 1,281 | 1,624
1923 1st Qte, | 1,781 | 1,677 | 1,080 § 1,858 | 1,349 | 5,734 || 1,678 | 1,083 | 1,217 | 1,525 [ 1,280 | 1,885
» 2nd 1,761 | 1,675 1 1,083 | 1,860 | 1,851 | 1,732 || 1,675 1 1,020 | 1,223 | 1,503 [ 1,262 [ 1,825
yodrd 1,762 | 1,686 L,081 | 1,777 | 1,879 | 1,724 || 1,674 | 1,040 | 1,230 [ 1,506 | 1,282 { 1,622
. 4th 1,762 11,678 | 1,8l 11,801 ° 1,379 ' 1,785 [) 1,674 | 1,067 | 1,220 {1,506 1,282 ‘1,623
QUEERSLAKD.~INDEX-NUMBERS. 800TH AUSTRALIA,—INDEX-NUMDERS,
13 + -
- . . £ 2. &
meb 1B B LBl Bl B |BE) £ (225 £ | 5] 6|38
2| &8 5] B |BEEl 3 (%3 i ue| 588k,
- & & | 88168 B |B54 < |HmE| & | 28| £3 |Exw
Kov 1512 ., 714 . " e ‘e .o . e ‘e
o 1921 o970 | B43 7o 814 824 115 | 1,282 | 872 o 759 872 | 1,204
Year 1023 ., | 1,085 | ©27 T30 | 842 9285 | 1,020 || 1,367 | 1,008 054 50 #4650 | 1,825
w 1924 ., | 1,0M 74 764 860 1 1,034 | 1,048 || 1,452 | 088 047 To4 | 1,166 | 1,400
po 125 L | 1,080 11,074 | 808 868 | 1,025 | L0076 | 1,485 419 989 T 1,087 | 1,422
W 1928 . 1,257 11,139 | 1,021 876 |1,301 |1.21¢ |(1,428 ] %75 |1,070 815 | 1,149 11,977
wo 1927 TL288 | L1468 | 1,075 8BGO | 1,140 | 1,236 || 1,452 783 | 1,060 787 | 1,234 | 1,300
w AR .. | L204| 1,121 1,007 | 1,043 | 1,046 | 1,241 |[1,576 T4l 11,078 846 | 1,187 | 1,609
1028 Tt Qir. 1,304 § 1,120 1 1,020 077 | 1,051 1,247 || 1,574! 748 | 1,078 8411 1,167 | 1L6O7
» 3nd 1,208 | 1,120 | 1,020 { 1,040 | 1,051 | 1,245 || 1,583] 741 | L0786 841 1 1,160 | 1,516
wo3rd 1,287 | 1,120y 1,009 | 1,049 | 1,041 | 1,235 || 1,573 740 | 1,076 8562 1 1,210 | 1,507
w dth 1,280 | 1,122 078 11000l 10411 1,234 M 15757 734 1 1,085 §611 1,233 | 1,507
WESTEEN AvSTRALIA—INDEX- TASMARIA.—IRDEX-NUMBERS. mu. W
- - : A
5 N - = m W " “m [~ 4
-] + .
Period. S| é | pt 5 b , m £ 2 |3BF FYRR ] gd
: 2 = |5z x| 2| 8 |2s| = =k
18|22 F 88 s|E( 2|8 2555 |5
|2 |2 Aa S (E<||&|&|2|A| & [B2| 2 | 232
Kov. 1014 ., P04 .. .. T ‘e a1 .. e .. . oo | 1,000 ..
w 1021 .. 11,262| 802 04| 1,000( 1,201 1,004|| 1,841 1,042| 454] 231] Ta4j1,123 1,362 {1,269
Year 1923 . 11,220 880(1,057| 1,088 1,272 1,188|| 1,417 L175| 1,000 1,150, Toel 1,305] 1,484 | 1,408
w1924 . 11,236 806 1,254] 1,091] 1,272| 1,106/ 1,601| 1,200] 1,228| 1,204] 764] 1,306 1,621 | 1,462
o 1925 . 11,263 844) 1,325 1,111 1,818! 1,212|| L865! 1,243] 1,268) 1,176] 784] 1,410 1653 | 1,408
« 1028 11,385 846 1,223 1,000 1,828| 1,820 1,535 1,228 1,210{ 1,170 411} 1,386| 1,681 1,520
w 3927 ., |1,421] B835!1,37%| 1,008( 1,340| 1,360|| 1,488 1,218{ 1,187 1,145| €541 1,352] 1,587 | 1,638
wo 123 ., (1451 B35( 1,413 1,035) 1475 1,577 1,447| 1,308] 1,200( L,000! 709 1,253 1,643 |1,590
1023 1st Qtr. 1,44%0 8251 1,453/ 1,007] LA5S(1,87411,451| 1,319{ 1,200 1,168{ €30{ 1,303 1,634 1,601
w204, 11432 825 1403| 1,007| 1.438] 1,378( 1,440| 1,519] 1,200{ 1,164 728! 1,100 1,645 | ¥.502
w o drd 1,452 6847|1300 1,052 1,455] 1,370 1,448{ 1,502] 1,200] 1,056 717| 1,342 1,642 | 1,689
o dth 1,451 8427 1,309 1,072' 1,528 1,8800 1,457 1,2711 1,200 1,088 7110 1,844 1,644 ' 1,580

5

(4} Base.



, Foon, erc., CLotaING aND MISCELLANEOUS 35

Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and § rooms}).—Index-Numbers—30 Towas ;
Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1914, bage (= 1,000).

N.8.W.—I340px-NUuBERS, Y ICTORLA.— INDEX-N OMBIRS,

3 M . PR ] . . .
Period. s 13| 2 5| 8 (Be.f S0 5| 8| 2|8 [%gg
] g ] = 2 |22z 2 1 H 5 Seg
S0 3| 2035 35af 2| 2|33 |50 551
; mEey T E
| 2| &) &)@ x| 2| A | & | & |58 (258

Now. 1014 ., | 1067 .. . . - .. o2 | .. .. .. - ..
w WEL .. | L5617 | L4067 | LES2 [ 1,438 1,208 | 1,400 1,300 | 1,154 | 1,212 | 1,911 | 1,228 | 1.301
Yoar 1023 ., | 1,006 | 1,604 | 1,418 | 1,658 | 1,342 | 1,501 1,627 | 1,312 | 1,842 | L, 410 | 1,387 | 1,506
wo 1924 .. 1,588 | 1,493 (1,409 1,882 | 1.346 | 1,553 || 1,475 | 1,279 (1,302 | 2,805 | 1'870 | 10455
w1025 .. 11,681 | 1,567 | 1,607 | 1,562 | 1,427 | 1,820 || 1,520 1,388 | 1,364 | L415 | 1,576 {1,502
» 196 .. | 1,882 ] 1,600 | 1,657 | 1,624 | 1,495 1,603 | 1,666 | 1,380 | 1,412 | 1,518 | 1,392 | 1.548
wo 1927 L | 1040 | 1,812 | 1580 (1,650 11,476 [ 1,640 || 1,547 1,330 | 1,428 | 1,517 1,588 | 1,632
w L2320 L. 1,053 | 1,620 | 1,695 | 1,830 { 1,470 | 1,848 1,543 | 1,340 | 1,405 | 1,404 | 1,385 | 1,628
1928 fst Qur. 1 1667 | 1,624 | 1,621 1 1,702 1 1,474 | 1,652 || 1,581 1 1,342 | 1,209 | 1,504 | 1,400 | 1,543
w oond 1,003 | 1,620 | 1,507 | 1,700 { 1,484 | 1,857 || 1,568 [ 1,340 | 1,411 | 1407 | 1307 | 10540
o B, 1,644 ; 1,610 | 1,560 | 1,672 | 1,485 ; 1,830 1,527 | 1,048 | 1400 | 1484 | 1,375 | 1,512
. dth 1,645 " 18151 1,581 ¢ 1.675 ' 14780 1842 " 1504 1 10307 10021 1,493 | 1,478 1 1,510

QUBENSLAND.~~INDEX-N 0XDIRS, 800TH AUSTRALIA.~—INDEX-N UMEERS,

- 3 Bl g

d. < g |, g Lo B s d . o S

AR R I R ERE IR T
2 8881 28| 2 1528 5 |329| B | o5 28|fe<
A & 42|88 B (228 % |25 & | 28 22 |23d

Nov, 1014 ., 870 ‘e . Vs .. n 1,621 .. ‘e s .e s
w 1021 .. 1 L,804 11,108 | 1,210 | 1,274 | 3,228 1 1,200 || 1,304 | 1,250 | 1,302 | 1,108 1,811 {1,375
Year 1923 .. | 1,337 | 1,272 | 1,235 | 1,328 | 1,271 ] 1,821 || 1,611 {1,355 | 1,248 1,254 | 1,349 | 1,403
w1924, | 1,337 (1,245 | 1,211 | 1,830 | 1,280 { 1,918 || 1,523 {1,318 | 1,368 | 1,221 1,481 | 5,604
w1025 .. | LBAS | 1,322 | 1,27 | 1,361 | 1,801 § 1,357 || 1,862 | 1,332 | 1,438 1,259 | 1,615 | 1,543
w 1926 .. | 1,451 1,300 11,416 | 1,451 | 1,400 { 1,243 || 1,588 | 1,358 [ 1,600 | 1,817 | 1,622 1,544
o 1027 .. | 1,400 1,324 | 1,801 | 1,452 [ 1,382 | 1,995 (| L850 | 1,853 | 1,480 {1,208 | 1,640 1,536
» 1628 .. | 1,300] 1,298 1,332 | 1,482 | 1,306, 1,385 || 1,653 | 1,226 | 1,436 | 1,302 | 1,587 | 1,540
1025 iat Qtr, 1402 | 1,254 ; 1,333 | 1,449 | 1,301 1,386 || 1,577 1,343 | 1,451 | 1,313 ; 1,538 | 1,569
» Znd 1406 | 1,288 + 1,237 | 1451 | 1,304 { 1,386 1] 1,500 | 1,333 | 1,452 | 1,200 1,541 | 1,670
. ard 1,385 | 1,205 | 1,522 | 1,444 | 1,200 | 1,772 || 1,644 | 1512 | 1421 | 1,305 | 1,558 | 1,628
» dth . L4310 | 1,306 5 1,338 | 1,505 1 13201 1207 1 1523 | 1ana ] vazo | ileea | l5at | 10807

«
WESTERN Wﬂﬂmﬂm.m..h?|—zc - TASMANIA—TNDEX-N UMBERS, %u m.
o [y
3 : | % g ] E_g mw H
Perlnd, Tlg| 5l s, g1 .12 35|38 35 (288
: -4 m o | = M A = a8 | = 14 mﬂw
glalglg|c|38l 5]¢ gl g | %3k 55208
Py [+ T [ P b o

S|l als|eaa |31 8|8 |5<| 22 28]

Nov, 1014 .. | 1,071] ., .. .. ve .. 078 .. .- va ve o [ 10001 L.

» 1021 .o 11,4281 1,441 1,306| 1,409| 1,463| 1,426/] 1,509] 1,353( 1,273[ 1,081 1,962{ 1,415| 5,436 | ..
Year 1923 .. | 1,400 1,498| 1,477} 1,420( 1,530( 1,4650! 1,551] 1,4401 1,488 1,468) 1,367] 1,506) 1635 | 1,827
o 1824 .. | L5092 1,409 1,622 1,477 1,507 1,503 1,573 1,458] 1,491} 1,475| 1,469[ 1,527 | 1,515 1,518
» 19256 . PL63R 1,504|1,6027 1,518( 1,624, 1,537} 1,571 1,450( 1,472} 1,467 1,420{ 1.522| 1,558 | 1,007
o 1926 L. | 1,541 1,493] 1,604 1,514( 2,601, 1,638)l 1,506 1,472| 1,497| 1,475]1,380| 1,644| 1,501 | 5,57
po 1027 L0 LLGL| 1449)1,508) 1,504( 1,56821 1,510 1,534] 1,428 1,443( 1418{ 1,341 1,487 1,570 | 1,557
w1823 .. | L,574] L,474)1,613| 1,503 1,626] 1,564 1,495 1,416 1,438| 1,867 1,336( 1,453 1,575 | 1,660
1028 1st Qkr., 1,508} 1,417| 1,579| 1.458| L6128 1,502)| 1,480 1,430| 1,435 1,280] 1,321 1,450] 1,680 | 1,565
o 2nd 1,580 1,420| 1,605 1491 1,817} 1,570|| 1,491 1,438 1,452 1,287] 1,5347| 1,465| 1,568 11,51
W Srd o, |L60%1,512| 1,650 1,532 1,618] 1,500(| 1,475| 1,411 1,428( 1,352 1,336 1,444 1,565 | 1,554
~oaen o Luenel 15150 1l 1 szel 1gsal 15031 1 an8l 1392 10457 1349 1s8aT 10447 1,568 | 10852

() Linse,



36 Yoon, wre., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEQUDS,

Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighied Average Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1014,
bage (= 1,000).

N.B.W.—IRDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORI s —INDEX-N GMDBAS,
; ) m d & e m : . ] .
Period, s| 8| gl B B 188 2| E| 6] 23 [3gs
E g1 2| Z =Bk S| 8 | 2 £ : | B
& El s {2 = = = 2
k=4 & £ a s EN T % ) 3 BEE
3 iz & = 8 W.A.N# = 2 @ [ W.m =gl
Now, 1514 .. | 1,002 ‘s ‘s . .. .. 1,035 .. .. ‘e e ..
- 1821 .. | L@65 (1760 | 1,083 | 1,822 | 1,672 | 1,676 || 1,685 | 2,120 | 2,082 (1,040 | 2,133 | 1,768
Yenr 1928 .. | 1,317 [ 143 (1,800 [ 1,531 {1410 [ 1310 || 1,430 [ 1,400 | 1,490 | 1,981 | 1,656 {10428
W 2024 L. | L241 [ 1,381 | 0,073 | 1,667 | L3¢1 f 1,262 || 1,357 | 1,304 | 1,871 | 1,403 | 1,602 1,308
» 1926 | 1,246 {1,303 | 3,175 | 1,560 | 1,306 | 1,263 [| 1,814 | 1,377 | 1,296 | 1,388 |1.5r1 | 1820
o 1926 L. 11,200 | LA | 1,106 (1,347 ] 1,400 | 1,264 || 1,208 11,426 (1,306 | 1,365 L5608 | 1,508
» 1027 .. 1,242 (1,328 (1,370 1,641 |1,207 |L261 {1,203 | 1,418 [ 1,316 | 1,375 [1'518 | 1’304
» 1028 .. | 1,297 | 1,305 | 1,184 | 1,547 | 1,855 | 1,208 | 1,313 | 1,458 | 1,344 | 1,356 | 1,487 | 1,324
1928 1at Qtr. 1,286 1 1296 | L187 | 1,548 1,353 | 1,287 || 1,804 | 1447 | 1,340 | 1,358 1,538 | 1,316
n 2nd 1,300 1 1,302 | 1,167 1 1,580 | 1,350 | 1,300 (| 1,318 | 1,450 | 1,352 1 1,965 | 1,508 | 1,329
y Brd 1,200 ¢ 1,318 | 1,152 | 1,653 | 1,344 | 1,301 || 1,320 | 1,470 | 1,830 | 1,352 1,458 | 1,380
- dth 1,305 11,302 11,151 11,5511 1,354 1 1,304 ' 1,311 | 1,4551 1,343 ) 1,947 | 1,444 ) 1,821
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-N UMDERS, SOUTH AUBTRALIA—IRDEX-NUMDBERS.
4 3 . s
Period, 0 8 .| o +5 R m : : :
AP RORE R AT
4] sk Te m w 2 wm . FERE- N
B8 88|82 @ [225) % =38 & <3| 25 (8%
Nov. 1814 .. B2 ‘e - .s ‘- ‘s 1,002 .s . . “a s
w 1921 0 1,402 {1,887 | 1926 | 2,070 {2,015 | 1638 || 1,585 [ 1,808 [ 1,983 | 2,281 | 1,685 | 1,80
Year 1923 .. |1.4208 {1,441 | 1,433 | 1,544 | 1,402 | 2,427 || 1,441 [ 1,470 {1,358 | 1,804 1,417 { 1,443
w 1024 10 |1379 | U445 | 1421 | 1,260 {1608 | 1,386 )| Liast [1i4a21 | 13208 {1867 | 1304 | 1440
w 1925 .. (1,360 ) 1,492 | 1,377 | 1,100 | 1,306 | 1,368 || 1,442 [ 1,409 | 1,380 | 1,626 | 1,471 | 1,442
- 1926 L, 1337|1398 | 1,410 | Bi62 | 1,464 | 1,345 | 1,440 | 1,375 | 1,366 | 1617 | 1470 | 1487
» 1927 .. |1,280 {1,300 {1,358 (1,102 | 1,465 | 1,203 || 1,415 {1,383 | 1,347 | 1,600 | 1462 | 1414
» 1028 . | L263| 1,414 | 1,340 | 1,123 | 1,454 | 1,273 || 14438 | 1,412 | 1,942 | 1,603 | 1,454 | 1,441
1926 Ist Qte, | 1,242 | 1,407 1,330 | 1,107 | 1,439 | 1,263 { 1,427 | 1,400 | 1,388 | 1,506 | 1,451 | 1,425
w 2nd o, ']-1,248| 1,469 7 1,351 | 1,126 | 1,454 | 1,270 || 1,430 | L404 | 1,364 | 1,008 1,454 1 1,420
w Srd | 1,264 (1,610 1 1,343 | 1,135 | 1,463 ] 1,282 || 1,463 | 1,420 | 1341 | 1,685 | 1,458 | 17450
., dth o l1zse) tazel 1327/ 1123 1ase | 1,277 I Tase | 1425 | 1364 | 17686 | 1453 | 1460
,WESTBAN £ USTRALIA —INDEX- T ASM4K1A—INDEX-NUMBEES. mw “
H T : = | -
: . - e 2 m ;| B [
£ . . t .
Pestod. Elé|e|sleel o8| .18 5|38 38 3¢
AR REARRE IR AR AR AR AR 0 135 1)
= T ) w | @
gleglE|ad|s|e2| 8| 2|2 A8 (g2 28 |E2a
Nov. 1014 ., | 020l ..t .. 1 .| oo . (lveee o] .| .. .0 .. |t000e ..
W 1021 .. 11,634 1,824 1,822|1,028] 1,751| 1,698| 1,802| 2,214| 2,022 1,56%] 1,504] 2006 1,663 | 1,710
Yenr 1023 .. | 1,206] 1,612] 1,35%| 1,474| 1,410 1,409(| 1,643 3,543 1,457| 1,437| 1,628{ 1,508 | 1,386 | 1,297
» 1024 .. [1,248(1,517] 1,258| 1,459( 1,319] 1,364|| 1,630 1.618( 1,43%| 1,372| 1'679] 1,570| 1,320 | 1,330
v 1926 .. [1,341] 1,609 3,825 1,876 1,211 1,858/ 1,520( 1,438 1.878] 1,343| 1,069] 1,494 | 1,212 | 1,320
o 1926 ., [1,33011,502(1,263| 1,547 1,309 1,347)( 1,628 1,435/ 1,361} 1,357 1,622( 1,487| 1,308 | 1,317
w 7027 00 |1,344] 1,405 1,230| 1282 17336) 1,256/} 1:456 1,428] 1,362} 1,334 1,576 1,442 | 1,202 | 1,302
o 1828 .. | L362) 1,408) 1,285| 1,201| 1,352| 1,372\ 1,452| 1,470 1,403 1,350| 1,002 1,450 1,322 | 1,329
1028 1st Otr, |1,350| 1,408 1,283 1,291] 1,357( 1,563 1,250| 1,470 1,300§ 1,517 1,563] 1.450[ 1,311 [ 1,319
W o2nd L, [1,370( 1,501| 1:209| 1,204 1,308] 1,830 1,458 1.471{ 1,407) 1,346/ 1,585| 1,435] 1,324 | 1,330
. Brd | 1,363| Lage| 1,272| 1,202 1,355 1,373( 1,452( 1,a00| 1,405| 1,368| 1,628} 1,456 | 1,329 | 1334
woath o [1.368] 1,408 1.235] L290l 1:3261 1871 Laanl 1.472] 14001 1.404] 1e31) 1,458 1,326 | 1332

¢4} Dase. ‘



Foop, ke, CLoTHING AXD MISCELLANEGUS. 37

Miseellaneous. —Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov.,
1914, base {= 1,000).

N.3.W.—INDEX-NUMBRRS. VIOTORIS —TRDEX-NOMBERS.,
&8 = . g ! f
. = B PR - - . . .
Period. A .m. - m E | Xg. m m 2 M- m M 82
7 &2 H = o = LI E

- g E =4 Z |=2=) 8 2 = s | Es X 2

A % 4 & ZERl 3 3 < |2 m s98

g | 2] & S| d|ekg]| 8] 2] & | 8 |E2|peE

Now, 1914 ., |1,022 . ve - .o we 471 v v . ‘e as

o 1921 .0 | 1,848 [ 1,328 (1471 | 1,270 | 1,321 | 1,350 || 1,884 (1,277 | 1,362 | 1,379 | L1756 | 1,355
Year 1023 ., [1,304 | 1,242 | 1,438 | 1,226 | 1,264 (2,563 || 1,316 (1,033 [ 1,260 | 1,285 (1,183 | 1,806
o 1924 0 11,858 | 1,253 | 1,432 | 1,221 | 1,202 | 1,849 || 1,842 | 1,256 |1,261 11,279 | 1,173 {1,332

o 1926 ., |2,938 [ 1,210 (1,428 | 1,198 | 1,238 | 1,324 || 1,329 | 1,246 | 1,262 |1.,277 | 1,162 | 1,520

o 1026 .. | 1,302 | 1,249 | 1,434 § 1,200 | 1,228 | 1,350 || 1,824 | 1,240 | 1,261 | 1,267 | 1,150 | 1,315

oo 1927 .. |1,400 1,274 | 1,427 | 1,210 {1,234 (1,386 || 1,321 | 1,246 |1,261 |1,260 {1,156 | 1,312

, 1928 .. | 1,399 | L,272 | 1,400 | 1,201 | 1,230 | 1,385 | 1,324 1,244 | 1,261 | 1,258 11,150 | 1,314
1928 18t Qtr, 1,400 | 1,273 1 1,428 | 1,200 | 1,248 |1 236 || 1,826 | 1,247 | 1,262 | 1,267 | 1,153 | 1,315
o 20d 1,390 | 1,272 1 1,428 | 1,201 | 1,238 | 1,536 || 1,824 | 1,248 | 1,261 | 1,256 | 1,149 | 1,314

w Brd 1,309 | 1,272 | 1,885 | 1,202 | 1,237 1,235 || 1,525 | 1,248 | 1,281 | 1,260 | 1,151 | 1,315

o 4th ., 1,300 V1270 1306 11,202 11,235 11,534 1 1.922 12,240 11,202 11260 11,146 | 1,012

QUEENSLAND,—INDEX-NUMBERS, S0 AUSFRALLA—~INDEX-NUMBERS,
F. = ] ,

N . » a - . [ g - . | ™
ek B 2,818 % mmm $lgsd B | 5] .838
= =] ] .
£ % |4 3| B |BER) 2 353 5 g8 i 25,
41 & GE | B [B28| 2 |msx & | 38 | &2 |Fad

KNov, 1014 .. a7l .. s . ‘. . 1,028 . . ‘s ‘e

w 1921 .. | 1,281 | 1,273 (1,338 | 1,547 | 1,820 | 1,279 || 1370 | 1,423 |1,
H.a...-.uoww..—.mnuu.wmoH.uhqu.wﬁaa.wg“_.wﬁo—.«uo_..@o—u.w

W 1024 ., 11,252 [ L2456 (1,238 11,301 | 1,204 1,251 (| 1,871 | 1,860 | 1,866 1,895 (1,368 |1,

W 1926 .. ] 1,240 1,268 | 1,282 | 1,238 | 1,240 (1,247 || 1,370 | 1,843 | 1,871 | 1,820 | 1,360 | 1,568
. 1926 ., {1,240 1,270 1,222 | 1,280 | 1,227 | 1,242 || 1,870 | 1,852 | 1,860 (1,309 | 1,263 | 1,368
W 1027 . 11,250 1,260 | 1,227 |1,304 | 1,238 11,251 |{ 1,365 {1,328 {1,367 [1,304 | 1,362 | 1,382
» 1928 ., 11,249 [ 1,268 | 1,224 | 1,207 | 1,837 [ 1,250 {1,371 | 1,230 | 1,356 | 1,821 | 1,342 | 1,368

1923 1at Qér. | 1,254 {1,207 | 1,225 [ 1,299 11,238 | 1,254 ([ 1,872 (1,330 [ 1,368 | 1,323 [ 1,343 | 1,380
w 2Z2nd o, 1,247 (1,270 | 1,224 | 1,206 {1,238 | 1,248 }] 1,272 | 1,220 | 1,363 | 1,320 | 1,342 | 1,380
o Sed 11,248 | 1,267 |1,228 | 1,265 1,238 | 1,249 [1 1,371 [ 1,350 | 1,348 | 1,920 | 1,342 | 1,867
. Ath 1,248 11,267 11,223 11,206 11,226 11,240 ) 1,370 $ 1,329 11,940 11,322 | 1.342 ' 1,366

e
WesTRRN Wﬂﬁwmhm».luzuma. TASMANLA.—IRDEX-N UMBERS, .m.u m
* =
g N g 1 El_g mw <.
Perlod, 2 ARk 1 ,18) 33| 22|88
. M E| =2 |58 8 [ & a 2. m& EXF
gl E)x Bl 2| E| & 2 28 3% |¥°%F
Eld| 28| 8|B%) g3 |&|&]&|8%| 55 |%sd
el Bl el Hall el =S

wov. 300 .. |neatd ) b o] Lo emel Lo L b s 1,000e] 2T
oaoen o0 | 20a7a] 1,378] 1,867] 1,504] 2,471] 1,574 1,245| 1,315} 1.257] 1.285{ 1.980] 1,891 | 1340 | 134y
Year 1923 .0 | 1844 17302] 1'281| 1240 1}401] 1.336(| 1'243| 1,265] 1,141{ 1,148| 1.236{ 1,237 1324 [ 1}228
o 1924, 11,926/ 1,300 1,278 1,8494 1,395 1,322 || 1,246;1,248] 1,147 1,121} 1,083| 1,281 1 1,390 | 1,330
wowes Lo |1sa| 1s04|1281) 1/240] 1850] 1,310 | 1/224) 1,240] 1,132) 1,133 1,0081 1,215 1,324 | 1,215
» oje2e o [17303) 1295 17248] 12500 1'308| 1/304 | 1.209] 17223] 1'123| 1.124| 1,006 1,201 1.332 | 1,382
w102y Lo |Us0e| 1'228| 1,238) 172 52| 1310| 1,305 1'500| 1228] 1,178] 3,144 1,106| 1198 17345 | 1,328
»o10m8 . |1'817| 17306 U240 1248 1.320] 1,313]; 17208] 1215 1/115| 11143} 1.102| 1,100 1,348 | 1,336
1928 1st Qar. | 2,811 1,904| 1,238l 1,247| 1,308] 1,508|| 1,206| 1,216 1,116] 1,144] 1,201} 1,108 1,389 | 1,337
v 2ud | 1310] 1307] 1'281] 1'240| 1,200 1,507 || 1,200 1217| 1116| 1.142] 1,201| 1,200 1,348 { 1,336
w3l 1,825( 1,306 1,241] 1,247| 1,310( 1,319} 1,208] 1,215 1,116] 1,142 1,102| 1,186] 1,349 | 1,337
ath o |38l 107 1241 1243 1512! 11l 4'208) vie1al 1.114) 1146l 108! 17100l 1,348 | 17336

{a) Taze.



18 LeTait. Price Inpex-Nounkees, 200 Towws,

Total Honsehold Expenditure.—Index-Numbers—30 Towna; Weighted Average Six Capital
Cities, Nov., 1914, Base (= 1,000),

H.AW —Inpex-NuMagns, YVIOTORIA—~IRDEY-N UXDERS,

Perlod,

Goulburn.
Melbourne.
Ballarat.
Bendigo.
Geelong.
Warrramm-
Welghted

Avers
Vietorla.,

|

Nov, 1914 .. [ 1,06 N . . . ..

o 1921 L. 1,523 | 1,515 [ 1,410 | 1,504 [ 1,870 { 1,616 {[ 1,400 | 1,443 [ 1,458 | 1,483 | 1,504 |1
Tear 1928 .. | 10488 10444 [ 2304 | 20400 | 1,345 { 1,251 | 1,400 | 1.3¢¢ | 1,364 [ 1,405 | 1301 [1
w 1024 .0 11,458 | 1,908 [ 1,854 {10611 {1,332 [ 1,450 10920 1804 | n3iz |vass [ 1yser 11
w1025 .. 1478 [ 1495 | 1,414 10408 | 1361 | 1472 || ti432 | 1,330 | 10328 11,383 [ Laz |1
W 1020 .0 | 1,503 {1,470 | 1,438 [ 1,627 | 1,498 | 1,408 { 1,458 | 1,855 | 1,857 | 1,431 | 1,377 {1
» 1027 .. 11/498 | 1473 [ 1,466 [ 1,548 1
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w 1923 ., 11,516 | 2475 | 1,452 1 1,563

1,510 | 1,444 [ 1,352 | 1,363 | 1,415 | 1,269

3
3
11,611 |j 1,452 {1,351 {1,304 | 1,481 { 1,392 |1,
4| 1,536 [P 1,a0d (1363 | 1,208 | 1,410 ) LI |1,
9 | 1,508 || 1,437 [ 1,804 1 1,302 | 1,400 | 1,353 {1,
L399 11,500 Ul 1453 {1,340 11,308 | 1,433 | 1,353 | 142

1
1,40
1923 1Ist Qtr. {1515 | 1,476 | 1,476 | 1,570 | 1,40
o 20d 1,582 { 1475 | 1457 | 1,670 | 1,40
%4‘0

w 3rd 1,511 | 1,479 | 1,425 | 1,556
» dth ., 1,615 {1,472 1 1,438 | 1,558
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§ 4, Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General —To supplement the information coliected monthly for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in Nowvember, 1913. This
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investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November
1915, wheu the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In Novem-
ber, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard
to prices obtained in November each year will cefats, therefore, to 200 towns.
The results of the first investigasion were published in Lahour Bulletin No.
B (Section IV., pages 26 to 33). The results of succeeding investigations
have appeared in the Labour Bulletins and Reports of this Bureaw.

2. Resulis—1926 t01928.—The results of the investigation in November,
1928, are set out.in the tables on the following pages, compared with
the porticulars recorded during the two previous years.  Aggregate
expenditure on food and groceries separately is shown in the form of
index-nambers fur cach year in column A. In columns B and € the
corresponding agorégate expenditure on food, groceries, and rent of
4-rooms, and food, groceries, and rent of 5-rooms are shown for each
year for each town. The indez-number 1,683 (see page 42), represents
the weighted average exponditure in 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent
af B-roomed houses; 1,536 represents the weighted average expenditure on
food, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed housesin November, 1928.  Similarly,
in colume A, the index-number 1,040 represents the relative weighted average
expenditure on food and groceries onty for November, 1928. The figures
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houses as equal to 1,683, the expendituce on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,684; while if 4-coomed houses were suhstituted for 5-roomed
the expenditure in Melbourne would be represented by 1,518, compared with
an expenditure of 1,536 on the average for 200 towns.

The changs made in Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers
were computed is continued in this isswe. Previously the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries, and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towns
in each year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same
base is taken as in the tables refecring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities, ie.,
the weighted average expenditure on food, groceries, and housing in the 6
eapital cities in 1911 is made equal te 1,000,

Index-Numhbers—~ost of Food, Groceries, and Honsing in 200 Towns for November, 1926,
1927, and 1828, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and
__Rent for ali houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as bage (= 1,000).

1928, 1027, 1928,
Naovember, XNovember, November,
s (£ 81828 s gad|dad| 28880
State and Town. = 2 ] B_E T | B B 3...3 FEA MR
g | 8%g | 8% 3 | 883 o2 e | 8251 88
2y | 2 g e | 28 g -3 S o | Bg
5S¢ 1G8% 9E% ) S |S3E(G33| 52 |S3% 8%
gf |<SFE | SRE} w8 |gTE |gHE ] o8 1gRE |y
22 (2228325 82 1 3Rs | 258 | 25 | BB% 2%
D | E2 B mD R 2 D R Ei=
Now Bouth Wales— A B C A i3 c A B C
§ydney .. .. 1 1008 | 1630 | 1709 | Lize | 1,678 | 700 { 1,072 | 1,620 | 1,776
aweastle |, o b 1070 1576 ) 1,724 | 1,108 1 1,637 | 1,703 | 1,068 | 1,548 | 1,707
Braken ITiH ., e 1,198 1,562 | 1,651 1,300 | 1,883 | Li75 1,230 | 1,808 | 1,724
Goutburn . .. LoTe | 1838 ¢ L7118 | 1,111 | 16850 | 1,827 | 082 | 1,648 | 1,778
Bathurst ., Loof 1,088 1,423 ( 1,506 ¢ 1057 | 1440 | 1,518 | 1,016 | 1401 | 1,505
Albur .. .. ] LOBS [ LEIT | L8a2 ¢ 1087 | 1504 | 1075 | 1063 | 1,754 | 1,014
Amidyale .. 1,052 | 4%, L4431 1,058 | 1,622 | 1,624 | 1,031 | 1,513 | 1,500
Balloa .. ol 1or | 1je3e | 1885 1118 | 1,60t} Leve | L11a | 1807 | ¥,
Bega ,e - 1,689 | 1,331 1,449 1,122 | 1,461 1,636 | 1067 1416 ) 1,630
Derry . V] Tas3 ) Laas | LE7T | 1,182 ) 1,387 | 10856 | 1000 | 1,445 | 1,550
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing iu 200 Towns, ele.—continued.

1926, 1627, 1024,
November, Novembar, November,
. a8 v w % ] o

State snd Town, EP-2Y | .5.5 LT gng B -ﬂ.vg ﬁﬁg
2 {835 b g ta | £e8 g S| 852

“E e ‘-U 2 : o 2 = S L-R"} : Fg=1
3¢ (S92 1082 58 [S8% (282 | 23 |55% 1 58%
=3 b §|gME| o8, | g g |<ghd g e 3id - B
82 (2381233 | 25 (325 (%03 B2 1338|333

£3 |€23 &Y E5 2498 |58 0 |&dad | &9

New Bouth Wales—conid, A o C A B ] A B o]
Blackheath .. -+ | 1,285 | 1,676 | 1,771 | 1,282 | 1,857 | L7056 | 1,230 | 1,676 | 1,800
Routke . +o | 1478 | LAY | 1,506 | 1’280 | 1,583 | 1500 | 1287 | 1350 1:%?;3
Bowral - vo ¢ 1,82 | 1,74t | 1,820 | 1,019 | 1,785 | 1,881 | 1,0 1,723 | 1,814
. oo 11,163 | 2,081 | 1,772 | 1,106 | 1,550 | 1,760 | Lo86 | 1,532 3 1,771
Ceesmock .. <o 11,108 | 1,651 | 1,740 | 1,109 | 1,852 | 1,718 | 1,076 | 1,508 | 1,634
Cobar . sa } 1,174 | 1,283 F 1,800 | 1,320 | 1,438 | 1,487 | L2381 | 1,363 | 1,428
Cooma e O o § L1148 | 1,422 | 2,601 | 1,283 | 1,542 | 1,741 | 1,183 | 1464 | 1,672
Coonamble .. o 11,105 | 1447 | 1672 | 1214 | 1,868 [ Leag | 1321 | 1485 | 1611
Cootamundra oo | 001 1,584 | 1,701 130 | 1624 | 1,821 | 1,040 | 1,646 | 1,782
al .. .| 1112) 1,507 | 1,83 1,106 | 1,455 | 1,687 | L,09C | 1,639 | 1,871
00"0“ e .o | 1,169 § 1,659 | 1,691 | 1,108 | 1,633 | 1,657 | 1,081 | 1,610 { 1,687
Cronulla .. «o | 1,105 % 1,872 | 1,832 | 1,144 | 1,675 | 1,644 | 1,128 [ 1,844 | 1,517

J;anlllquln e oo | 2072 f 1,881 | 1,540 | 1,080 ) 1,471 | 1,683 | 1,008 | L4s0 § 102

,‘;‘t{:’ . oo | L1197 1845 | 1,783 | 158 | 1,700 | 1,701 | 1,130 | 1,760 § 1,634
Gﬂt sd e o LB E 1009 0 1,727 ) 13231 1,684 | 1,822 | 1,058 | L8011 | 1,800
gandra .. | 1176 | 1,605 | 1,684 | 12 1,592 | 1,611 ] 1,184 | 1477 | 1,546
Glen Innes .. «o | 008 | 1,344 | 1,582 1 1, 1,431 | 1,680 } 1007 | 2,412 | 1,575
Grnft'on . .| 1,070 | 1,688 | 1,787 ¢ 1, 1,661 | 1,718 00s | 14067 | 1,640
Grenlell . .. ,002 | 1,633 | 1,878 | 1,076 | 1,900 | 1,888 | 1,065 | 14731 1.674
@Grifith .. o | 1,161 | 1,978 | 2,208 | 1284 | 2,175 | 2,408 | 1,181 { 2,083 | 2,313
Gulgo:ga . o f 1,084 | L34l | 1440 | 1362 | 1,492 | 1527 | L,i21 ] Y1417 | 1,400
B .- we ) 1,027 | 1,417 | 1,607 | 1,127 ¢ 1,512 | 1,658 § 1,048 | 1,445 | 1,603
ay . . .o | 3,250 | L1488 | 1,884 | 1,150 1 1,614 | 1,704 | 1,184 | 1,545 | 1,785
.;rn verel .. o | L1121 | 1,600 | 1,606 | 1,122 } 1,561 | 1,830 | 1,108 | 1,560 | 1,645
unee v .| 1,077 § L7568 | 1,800 | 1022 3,78t | 1,787 | 10905 | L7790 | 1,808
%atoom o | 1136 | 1,719 | 1,840 | 1,160 | 1,707 | 1,938 | 2,100 | 1,752 | 1,004
empsey .. .. | L0868 { 1,627 | 1,807 | 1,108 | 1,509 | 1,601 | L0o3 | 1,530 | 1,030
KiamaK . «o | 2,045 7 1,507 | 1,606 | 1,146 | 1,507 | reo06 | 1,052 | 1,514 | 1,814
Xurel Kurd .. .o} 1,058 | 1,545 | 1,605 | 1,50 | 1,819 | 1,073 1 1,108 | 1497 | 1,588
Lecton . oo 1 1L,176 | 1,854 ; 1,861 | 1,216 | 1,880 | 1,872 i 1,100 | 1,008 | 1,980
Lismore . b6 | n606 {1,819 | 1101 561 703 1 1,085 | 1ena | 1,768
[ithgow ., «of 1,118 | 1,535 1 1,626 | 3,003 | 1,548 | 1,627 | 1,064 | 153 | 1,610
Maltland . -1 1,076 | ra60 | 1,717 | 1,000 | 1,567 | 1,600 | 1,028 | 1450 | 1,567
“"“"’V . 1104 ] 1,784 | 2,868 | 1,155 0 1.6 1,917 | L149 | 1,817 | 1,872
Moss Vale ., o Laors | 15ez ] 1680 | 1126 1701 | 1,707 | Los6 | 1052 | 1,751
Mudseeh e . 084 | 1,486 [ 1811 | 1,142 | 1,582 1,480 | 1,108 | 1,626 | 1,720
l\;arrab '’ w1 1,066 | BA424 ] 1,579 | L163 | L4857 | 1712 | 1,080 | 1,519 | 1,668
Marrandora ., .. 11,180 | 16821 1,880 | 1,123 | 1,627 | 1,856 | 1192 | 1Le%7 | 1,908
Nowra .. «o 1 1,030 | 1,660 | 1,720 | 1,380 | 1,628 | 1,703 | 1,185 | 1,580 | L.@61
QOrange . .o | 1,045 | 1,685 | 1,760 | r082 | Lele | L746 | 1,007 | 1843 7 1,771
Parkes . <o f 1,006 | 1,670 | 1,732 | 1,232 | 1685 | £855 | 1,077 | 1,830 | 1,768
Penrith . ] 1,047 1 1448 | 1,570 | 1,069 | 1,500 ) 1,834 | 1093 | 1,545 ) 1,624
Port Kembla .o 1 L1090 | 1,484 | 1,548 | 1,168 | 1,655 | 1,784 | 1,137 | 1,800 ! 1,821
Portland .o 1022 | 1510 | 1685 | 1,150 | 1802 | 1,714 ) 1132 | 1,560 | 1,858
Queanbeyon +o | 1,185 | 2,747 | L,B79 | 1,160 | 1,227 ) 1,966 { 1,141 | 1600 [ 1,700
Quirindi™ ., ol 1,002 | 001 | 1,803 | 1,103 | L6 1,649 | 1,078 | 1,420 [ 1,500
Richmond .. .. § 1,060 | L4oo | 1,808 | 1,018 | 1,521 | 1,860 | 1,084 | 1475 | 1,826
Smnls . oo | 1,087 | 1,480 | 1008 } 1,0 1,407 | 1,67¢ | 1,050 | 1488 | 1,630
Bingleton .. Lo b 1,008 | 1,480 | 1,502 | 1177 | 1,530 | 1,021 | 1,096 | 1,608 | 1,011
Tamworth .. | 1,02 1,427 | 1,508 | 1,053 | 1464 | 1,833 | Loo6 | Liso | 1,814
Tarce .. Lo L0801 1562 | 1,708 | 1,184 | 1,610 | 1827 | 1103 | 1,821 | 1,772
Temnra . ol naze | ez | n7ar | 1,138 L7i2 | 1,843 | 10120 | 1,804 | 1,827
Tenterfeld .. .o 1,130 | 2,858 | 1810 | 1,167 | 1,544 | 16582 | 1,032 | 1548 | 1,581
Tumut . .| LO48 | 1,408 | re07 | 1,133 | 1,620 [ 1,725 | 1,048 | 1,528 | 1,871
Ulmatra ., | r0sd | 1adg [ 1627 | 1,088 | 1,450 | 1,549 | 1,045 | 1407 | 1,638
WanJ Waggn o ] 1,066 | 1,707 | 1,822 | 1,088 ] 1,770 | 1,800 | 1,066 786 | 1,704
Walcha . .o | 1,003 | 1,879 | 1,626 | 1,078 | 1,440 | 1,02% | 1,045 | 1,463 | 1,818
Welllngton .. - 1,100 | 1,373 | 1,512 1 11t | 1,492 | 1,645 | 1,058 | 1,416 | 1,577
Weston o oo | 1134 | L4Y6 | 1,662 | 1,096 | 1,603 | L8566 1 1,077 [ 1,538 | 1,582
Windsor .. .. | 008 | 1,550 | 1,625 | 1,341 | 1,602 | 1,766 | 1,077 | 1558 | 1,703
Wollongong .. | 1026 1,718 | 1,988 | 1,147 | 1,708 | 1,762 | 1,117 | 1,865 | 1,808
Wynlong .. 11,0721 1,622 1 1,608 [ 1,171 ) 115 1,854 | 1,135 1 1,530 | 1,505
%m ¢ . .. },‘1) ;g 1,5£ 1,681 1,14? 1,503 | 1,724 | 1,127 | 1,503 | 1,740
Wl avernee. b | ™ 5 1,87 1,057 | 1,682 | 1,843 | 1,056 | 1,632 ! 1,701
State (¥4 Towns) .. | 1,007 | 1,628 | 1,747 | 1,129 | 1,666 | 1,776 | 1,078 | 1,613 | 1,757
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued.

1928, 1927, 1928,
Kovember November. November,
A i : . oo | . &
| #.8 ] =, § . \ g ry o
|2 .4 = F & .2
State and Town. o ‘a:§ g = ’§:§ 'ng:g 2 -;::é -guag
S |g32| ¢ S 2 5E | 88g 3 | 8% | 853
we | 2 2 =g (D8 g k) 8 e 2
. 53 | 233 (%33 | 2 (cE3 (8% B |ciz|cly
38 (952 (358 | =2 gvﬁ 6"’2 38 | ¢7E | ¢o8
28 | 233 /28] 8% (838|353 88 (533|333
Victorla— A B c A I C A C
Melbourne .. . 1,024 | 1,550 | 1,714 | 1,038 | 1,873 | 1,728 pes | 1,515 | 554
Eallarat: ‘s wa b LO4T | 1,321 | 1,480 | 1,040 ) 1,816 | 1,485 ] 1,002 | 1,207 | 1,401
Tendigo .. .o | 1,053 | 1,302 1 1,840 | 1,040 | 1,426 | 1,674 [ 1002 | 1,376 607
Geslong . v | HOAE | OLS2L ] 1612 | 1027 | 1,680 | 1,855 984 | 14953 1,010
Warrnambool s LOM | 1,377 | 1,617 | 1,007 | 1,424 | 1,584 0961 | 1,377 | 1,538
Ararat . .o | 1,143 | 1,546 1 1608 1 1,175 | 1,648 ] 1,674 | 1,088 | 1,404 | 1,814
Hacehue Mareh <o | Lo32 | 1403 [ 1611 | 1013 | 1,467 | 1,578 | 1,083 | 1,404 | 1,573
Balrnedale .. .. 1 1,143 | 1,601 | 1,831 SO0 | L4B6 | 1,651 | 1,040 | 1427 | L8600
Beachw v oo | LLLL | 2,407 | 1473 | 1,102 | 1,407 | 1,247 | 1,047 | 1393 | 1.982
Benalla . oo | LOT® | 1,441 | 1,683 | 1,076 | 1,427 | 1,485 | 1,057 | 1,433 | 1,504
Campardown oo | 1,081 | 1,620 | 1.62F | 1,072 | 1,446 | 1,587 | 1,086 | 1,411 | 1,576
rtot .. oo | 1,007 | 1,426 | 1,657 | 1,084 | 1,453 [ 1,565 | 1,082 | 1,438 § 1,541
Castlemalne .. « | 1081 | 1,340 | 1485 | Lo7o | 1,334 [ 1,481 002 1 1,252 [ 1,425
Colng . .| L8 | 1,688 | 1,708 | 1,025 A58 | 1,685 | Long | 1,508 | 1,606
Creswick ‘e - 1,048 | L180 ) 1200 | 1,056 | 1,158 | L24% | 1,008 | 1,131 | 1,190
Daylesford ., .e 088 | 1,810 | 1,369 | 1,040 | 1,369 | 1,435 | 1,034 | 1,363 | 1,429
Danolly v o | L0G0O | 12181 1,271 | 1,056 | 1,208 | 1272 | 1023 | 1,004 | 1,234
hucs . - ] 1,084 | 1436 | 1,504 | 1,001 | 1,483 | 1,834 | 1,017 | 1438 | 1,503
Euroa ‘e . L,071 | 1,404 | 1,542 | 1,108 A2 ,586 | 1,083 | 1427 500
Hemilten .., . | 1000 | 21,586 | 1,706 | 1082 7 1528 | 1830 | 1,083 | 1458 | l.de
Healesvllle .. .o} LO70 | 1498 | 1,683 | 1,054 | 1.423 | L1482 | 1,089 ) 1,577 | L,503
Horsham ue . 1,006 | 1,644/ 1,008 | 1,130 87 | 1,848 | 1,117 [ 1,844 | 1,882
Kerang . . W08 | 1,619 | 1,773 | 1,098 | 1,629 | 1,820 | L1001 | 1,582 | 1,714
Eorolt . .. Lodo | 1,328 | 1,352 | 1,088 | 1,821 | 1,3%7 | L008 | 1,2es 4968
Korumburra. . .e 1,020 | 1478 | 1805 | 1,118 } 1,679 | 1,677 | 1,088 | 1474 | 1,58
Eyneton . -] Lo §oL428 | LB ] 1057 | 1,425 | 1,501 | 1,010 | 1,587 | 1468
Tiivdsle s vo | 1,004 | 1,006 637 | 1,088 | 1,450 | 1,448 ¢ 1,085 | 1,404 | 1,589
TH .e .+ | 1,042 | 1,700 J708 | 1,081 | 1,632 L7122 981 | 1,559 | ),039
Maldon . « | LO37T | 1,175 | 1,228 | 1,000 | 1222 1,284 | 1,040 { 1,185 [ 1,288
Maryborough | 1,082 ] 1,336 | 1,455 | 1,007 | 1,388 | 1,477 | L,055 ] 1,350 | 1472
itdura .. .| L1SL | L774 ] 1,873 | 1,186 | L7567 | L9008 | 1,106 | 1898 | 1,873
Morwell . o | 1067 | 1,650 | 1746 | 1,120 | 1,638 | 1,783 | 1,045 | 1,654 | 1,688
hi .e .. 1,110 | L6368 | 1,783 | 1,116 | 1,880 | 1,888 | 1,080 | 1,682 | L607
Orboet . - | L1011 L50L | 1,824 | 1,003 1,476 | 1,751 A88 | 1404 | 1,738
Fortland .. .. | 1,105 | 1,444 ] 1,638 A8L 1 1,304 | 1,522 | 1,047 | 1,378 | 1474
Part Falry .. o P L072 ] 1,862 1 1486 | 1,082 | 1,301 | L470 | 1,035 | 1,347 | 1424
Bt, Arnaud . «« ] 1141 | 1,002 | %759 f 2,185 | 1,588 | 1,813 | 1,107 | 1402 | 1,080
8ala . ] L0456 | 1,615 ) 1,697 | 021 | 1,406 | 1, 954 2] 1,545
Scymeur |, e 1123 | 1454 ] 1,583 | 1,135 | 1,497 1,643 | 1,106 1.433 | 1,682
Shepparton .. « ] LO7T1 | 1,887 ) ), 782 | L082 | 1,616{ 1,789 | 1,022 ; 1,588 | 1,766
wall .. .. | 1,185 505 1 18156 | 1,189 | 1,485 | 1,632 | 1,132 [ 1,459 | 1602
Swap HII ., o | 1 1,600 | 1,822 | 1326 | 1,757 | 1.880 | 1,074 | 1,732 | 1,837
Terang . -« 4 L1117 | 1,512 ¢ 1,851 | L0684 | 1,459 | 1,581 | 1,023 | 1417 | 1,536
Tratolgot .. oo | 1,050 | 1,407 | 1,678 | 1,037 | 1,454 | 1,604 | 2,010 | 1,450 | 1,507
Wangaratia ., .| 1,397 | 1,570 ¢ 1,898 | 1,120 | 1,585 | 1,697 | 1,087 | 1,5¢1 ] 1,630
Warracknabeal - | 189 | 1,830 7 1,742 | 1,076 | 1,636 | 1,690 | 1,087 | 1,587 § 1,743
Worragal . o | 1,070 | 1,009 | 1,767 | 1,062 | 1,608 | 1,743 0994 | 1408 | 1,672
Wonthaggl .. .| Lotz | 1497 | 1,685 | 1,105 | L488 | 1€11 | 1,025 | 1,404 | 1,368
Welghted Average for
State (48 Towns} ,. | 1,033 | 1,581 | 1,686 | 1,048 | 1,560 | 1,700 981 | 1,497 | 1,658
Quaomiland—
Briabane .. oo | Loal | 1411 1,560 | 1,004 | 1,888 { 1,553 997 | 1,302 | 1,528
Toowoomba o | 1,022 | 1,302 | 2481 965 | 1,291 | 1,444 948 | 1,252 1 1419
Rockhampion . | L0904 | 1,800 | 1,521 | 1,052 | 1,562 A82 | 1,048 | 1,381 | 1449
Charters Towera o | 1217 | 1434 | 1,670 | 1,200 | L4SL| 1,542 | 1,183 | 1,510 | 1,585
Whrwlek .. .| 1,076 | L4058 | 1,536 | 1,028 | 1,370 | 1,500 998 | 1,344 | 1409
Avr . W | 1,180 | 1,58¢ | 1,711 | L1vo | 1,400 | 1,762 | 1,183 | 1,643 | 1,775
Barealdine .. | 1,282 1,687 | 1,840 | 1,249} 1,535 | 1,883 | 1,253 | 1,582 | 1478
welk . W L1TR 1,607 | L7065 1,130 7 1,028 | 1,856 - 1,136 | 1,581 ; 1,007
Babdaberg .. oo | 2,040 | 1,371 | 2,408 | 1,082 | 1,063 | 1416 [ 1,030 | 1,820 | 1441
irnm .s | 2208 1,797 Le07 | 2,174 | 1,781 | LABTE | 1,115 | 1,856 | 1,773
Charleviite . | L,214 | 1,658 [ 1,828 | L1584 | 1,831 | 1,770 | 1,130 ( 1,6V | 1,212
Chillagos ., .. L2681 | 1,550 1 L1810 | 1,225 | 1,489 ) 1,541 | 1,238 | 1,499 | 1,652
Cloncurrty .. | 1,238 | 1,603 | 1,709 | L2311 1,816 1,720 | L,253 | 1,848 | 1,770
Cooktown .. ..} 1,158 | 1,284 | 1,363 | 1,047 | 1,230 | 1,323 | 1,103 | 1,286 { 1,351
Cunnamulla . . oo | 1,287 | 1,654 | 1,887 | 1,235 | 1,605 | 1,761 | 1,180 | 1,647 | 1,708
Dalby . o | LOG3 | 1,451 | 1,524 | 1,011 | L,350 | 1,449 | 1,000 | 1,362 454
Gayndah ., o | 1,114 ) 1,411 ) 1,476 | 1,050 | L8283 | 1,454 ]| 1,142 | 1438 { 1,637
Gladatone .. W | 1,007 | 5,352 | 1402 L0401 1,803 ¢ 1,486 | 1,082 | 1,341 | 1,440
Goondlwindi . L1183 ]| 1,519 | 3,607 | 1,002 | 1,473 | 1,660 | 1,004 | 1,501 | 1,674
Gymple . | 1,080 [ 1,807 | L1518 | L0044 | 1,373 ] 1,489 | 1,074 | 1,412 ,628
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Houging in 200 Towns, ete.—condinued,

1920, 1927, 1028,
November, November. November.,
- — . — - =
- & L] - » -
PSS TS 1 U5 ¥ AR AL R Y
State and Town. = B g9 =] 8% 2 :-'-_'t- b4 a - -
2 E S g G M| 293 S| 835 8 B
28 ] £y b4 4= =8 98 [ 23 22
2% [Sg3icinl 5% |¢331%33) 5% 1e33leqy
351728 30| 2 (ded|ded| 2 |EeEl Nt
123
& (@93 | R34 I§U mEé =S5 &6 h§:§ mﬁg
Qusenstand—continuad. A B ¢ A L ¢ A B ¢
Huglienden .. ol 0236 0 1,723 | 1,830 | 1,245 | 3,738 % 1,870 1,230 | 1,79 | 1,844
Tnnisfafl . Lo | L2938 L3835 1,058 | 1,260 | 1,886 | 2,040 | 1,265 | 1,848 | 2,064
Ipswlch e o f 1,096 | 1454 [ 1,524 | 2,033 | 1,339 | 1,487 | 1,000 | 1,304 | 1,624
longreach ., .| 1,260 | 1,054 L9760 | 12521 1,813 | 1¥72 ] 1,228 | 1,561 | 1,762
Mackay . Lo ) 004 ] 1576 1,730 | 1,086 ) 1,600 | 1604 [ 1,103 ¢ 14837 | 1730
Mnryhoroug!u Lo | 1,041 | 1,837y 1,462 ( 1,000 ; 1,285 | 1437 | 1,050 | 1,019 | 1,481
Mount Morgan Lo | L1 | 1,528 [ 1,467 | 1,200 7 1,258 284 | L1111 1,243 | 1,805
Nambour .. Lo | 1,203 | 1,520 F 1,823 | 1,080 ¢ 1441 | 1,686 | 1,008 | 1470 | 1,672
Roma .a « 1 L1836 1,634 | 1,644 ¢ 1,063 | L4161 1,671 | 1,001 | 1459 | 1,010
Stanthorpe .. .. 1 L1651 1,484 | 1,587 | 1,016 | 1,887 1,528 | 1,030 | 1,306 | 1,617
Townsville .. .o f L2164 1,733 | 1,804 | 1,386 | 1,672 | 1,771 L1001 | 1,677} 1,788
Winton . L. ] 1,288 ) 1,803 1 1, 1236 1749 | LT96 | 1,205 ) 1326 1,822
Welghted Average for
Btate (32 Towns) Lo | 1,080 1,448 | 1,584} 1,042 | 1,412 | 1655 | L040 | 1,415 | 1,542
Bouth Avstralia—
Adelnlde . .. | 1,066 | 1,541 | 1641 | 1,079 | 1,567 | 1,702 207 | 1,600 | 1,873
Kaodinu, ete, .. oo | LIZO| 4,370 ¢ 1458 | 1,116 | LAT0 | 402 | 1,008 | 1,328 | 1,422
Port Pirle .. .o | 1137 3,515 1 1,015 ) 1,100 A0 | 1,508 ] 1073 | 1452 ) 1,064
Mount dambler Lo L0e2 ] 31,322 ) 1,369 1,063 | 1,310 1,418 | 1023 | 1,270 ] 1,881
Peterborough va 1,149 ) 1,564 | Lg47 | 1,158 | 1,683 | 1,056 | 1,081 | 1,672 [ 1,066
Frealing e o 1 L078 ¢ 1487 | 1.688 063 3 1,424 | 1,400 | 1002 ! 1382 | 1,607
iawler .. L. 1 L0065 | 1,425 | L504 | 1,052 | 1,305 [ 1,480 | 1040 | 1,364 | 1471
RKapunda .. .3 1030 | 1,208 | 1,227 082 | 1,284 | 1,328 | 1,007 ] 1,204 | 1,277
Koringn, .. Lo LOTal 1,272 | 1,380 | 1,000 | 1,419 | 1488 | 1,000 [ 1,330 [ 1,465
Milicsnt .. e 000 | 1,328 1 1,414 901 | 1,817 | 1402 885 | 1,340 | 1.4
Murray Bridge o] 1099 | 1,548 [ 1,643 | 1,118 | 1508 | 1,661 | Lode | 1456 | 1,560
Port A ugusta .. | Ls6 | 1,560 | 1,825 | 1,210 | 1,686 842 | 1243 % 1,830 § 1,710
Quorn s o LOBY | 14001 1544 | 1115 | L4803 1,503 1 1000 | 1,391 1 1446
Vietor Harbour Lo 10851 1592 | 1,750 | 4,078 { 1,604 | 1,802 | 1,084 | 1,561 | 1,768
Rentnaek .. Lo | L2061 1,654 4 1,763 | 1,100 | 1,850 | 1,743 | 1,207 | 1,657 | 1,
Welghited Average for _
Stabe {15 Towns} ,. | 100> | 1,624 | 1,623 | 1,083 | 1,645 )| 1,873 | 1,011 | 1,492 | 1,046
Wastern Aastralla—
Perbh and Frommontle .. | 1,062 | 1,610 | 1,020 | 1052 | 1616 1 1048 | 11281 1508 ] 1,918
Kalgoorlie and Doulder 1,215 | 1,530 1 1,800 | 1,188 | 1,496 | 1,564 | 1,271 | 1,582 | 1462
Northam .. v I 1163 | 1,577 1, ¥39 | 1,167 | 1,628 | 1,760 | 1,108 | 1,842 | 1,705
Bunbuty .. P LETT | 1,521 ) L899 1,279 | 1,536 | 1,088 201 | 1,541 | 1,065
derpldton .. Lo ] 1,168 ] 1,609 L7455 ) 1,172 | 1,800 | 1,77V | LM02 § 1,650 | 1,380
Albany e e | 31,183 | L506 | EeG2{ 1,193 | 1,518 | 1,507 | L2821 1,611 1,38
Beveriey .. | 1,137 ] 14385 ] 1,619 1,174 | 1,463 | 1638 | 1,100 | 1480 | 1,548
Hodgetown .. o] 247l 1608 | todd | on2z0] 1602 | 1847 | 1272 1 1,422 | 1,067
Brooms o oo | 1428 | 2020 | 2,152 | 1,380 | 1,963 | 2,104 § 1,300 024 | 2,015
Carnarven ., ..o | 1,801 ) 1,795 | 1,026 | 1,327 | 1,821 | 1,085 ) 1,321 | 1,705 | L0403
Collle . Lo | 0,200 | 1590 | 1,630 | 21,297 | 1,723 | 1,74 ] 1,244 704 | 1,704
Qreenbushes. . o] 1,257} 1,454 | 1,507 | 1,247 ¢ 1,445 | 1,497 1 1,286 | 1,477 | 1,529
Kntanning .. Lo f LLILE| 1,408 | E674 | 1,088 | 1444 | 1,548 | 1,154 | 2,602 | 1,404
Leonorn and Gwalln .. | 1379 | 1,560 | 1,648 | 1,330 | 1,646 | 1,577 | 1,309 | 1,660 | 1432
Meekatharma Lo 409 162 | VIS 1 1,985 1 1,048 | 1.¥14 | 347 | 18480 | 1,715
HNarrogin .. o] 186 | re30 | 1,738 | 1031 | L6710 1,788 1,185 | 1,750 | 1,843
Wogin . | 1,183 | 14¥9 | 1,628 | 1,083 | L428 | 1,637 182 | 1,544 | 1,638
Yor A e 1,127 | 1,479 | 1,527 | 1,061 A27 1 1520 | 1124 | 1460 | 1 562
Weightod vers for
gSl;m;a (18 Tow%es} .o | 1008 | 1522 0 1,827 ¢ 1,087 | L1525 | 1,648 | 1,185 | 1,606 1,718
Tasmania—
Hobart . .. | noes | 1,574 | 1,750 | 1,026 | 1,606 | 1,868 | 1,016 | 1,487 | 1,658
Launceston ., .o | 1045 | 1427 005 1 1,011 | 1,417 | 1,674 082 | 1,389 ],57.t
Burnle .. Lo | 1079 ] 1,620 | 1,693 | 1,052 { 1,473 600 | 1,047 | 1496 | 1,6
Devonport ., Sl 1,088 | 1,812 | 1,502 | 1,015 | 1,456 3 1,527 | 1018 | 1,430 | 1,400
Queenstown, , L. 1,103 | 1,403 | 1,443 | 1,160 | 1,330 | 1,440 | 1,130 | 1,304 | 3,407
Peaconatield .. | L0860 | 1,289 | 1,165 | L0609 | Lild | 1,140 080 | 1,004 | 1,120
Caraphefitown Lo 1081 | 1208 | L3168 | 1,045 | 1,236 1 1,281 973 | 1,183 | 1,212
Delorane .. Lo 1 1014 | 2,380 ; 1428 o7 1,320 | 1,973 052 | 1,205 | 1,348
Franklin .. .. | LO72 | 1,800 | 1,385 | 1,02k | 7,231 1 1,284 | 1,024 | 1,235 | 1,288
New Norfolk oo 1,045 | 1,267 | 1,430 098 | 1,333 | 1,400 905 1 1,317 | 1,408
dcottsdale .. .| 1058 | 1,857 ) 1,432 966 1 1,284 | 1,850 980 | 1,265 1 1,370
WMiverstone . L1 1,087 ] 1,821 | 1482 | Loe | 1,335 | 1,460 | 1,000 | 1,316 | 1421
o ” to| ties2 | 1480 | 1505 | 1,195 | 1,382 | 1,427 | 1,180 | 1387 | L4z0
Welghtad Average for
Btate (13 Towns) .. | L0869 ] 1,502 | 1,654 | 1,028 | 1,455 ; 1,094 | 1,013 | 2,434 | 1,588
Weighted Awverage ftor . | I b
Awstralia {200 Towns)! 1,072 | 1,558 ¢ 1,687 | 1,082 , 1570 { 1,703 ' 1080 | 1,636 | 1,683




ReTaln PRIOE INDEX-NUMEBERS, 2)0 Towxs, 43

By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. ' Thus,
for November, 1928, the index-number for food and groceries in Melboutne
{column A)is 968. Subtracting thisfrom 1,518 {column B) gives a difference
of 550, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and
from 1,634 (column C) gives a difference of 716, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be
aseattained similarly for each of the towns included.

3. Comparisons with Quatterly Results,—To determine the accuracy
of the figures relating to variations in prices prior to 1912 for the capital
cities only, and those since the beginning of 1912 for the 30 towns, the com-
pacisons of the resutts have been mada annually.

In the following table, the first line in each division shows the index-
numbers derived from the special inquiry covering 200 towns; the second
line gives the resnlts obtained from the returns reccived for the month of
November, 1928, {or the five towns in each State from which regular monthfy
returns are received ; and the lass line gives the results obtained from the
November returns for the capital cities only. The capital cities are, of conrse,
included in each of the other two investigations, and the five towns in each

1”7

State are included in the investigation for ** all vewns " :—

Retail Price Index-Numbers—States, 1928.

Partlentars. IN‘S.W. F Vie. | Qland, | BA. ¢ WA. | T ﬁf}fr';‘;;'

Foop AxXD (GROCERIES.

Al Towns (6} .. | 1,087 943 | 1,000 o7 | 1,111 974 |+ 1,000
Five Towns in each
State . 1,044 943 975 ¥i7 1,112 083 1,000
Capital Cities only 1,046 044 973 u73 ‘ 1,080 | 991 1,000
Revr, 5-Roouen Houses
Al Towns(a}) ..| 1,066 | 1,083 781 9%6 563 | 386 | 1000
Five Towns in cach .

State ] ness| 1080 ] 60| eso| sel 909 \ 1.000
Capital Cities only | 1034 [ 1,051 7301 w03 869 l 9543 1 1,000
Foop arp GROCERIES axD HENT.

ANl Powna{a) .. 1,044 985 416 977 1,018 4231 1,600
Five Townsin cach

State .. 1,047 985 804 978 1,014 954 1,000
Capital Cities only 1,041 987 806 a8l 1,007 972 1,060

{u} For list of Lowns Tnelwted, see provious tables.
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The index-numbera for November, 1922 to 1928, computed from the three
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (=1,000), are shown in the
following table :—

Retail Price Index-Numbers—Australia, 1922 to 1928.

Porticulars., i 1013, | 1032, | 1923,

1924, 19.‘35.] 19268, | le2y. | 1028,

Foop aNp GROCERIES.

1,681 [ 1,683 (1,675 | 1,601 [1,626
1,681 [ 1,670 (1,670 | 1,600 {1,618
1,694 | 1,089 | 1,683 [ 1,505 (1,627

All Towns {a0) .. .. | 1,000 | 1.558 | 1.689
Five Towns in each State .. | L0O0 | 1,564 | 1,688
Capital Citiea only .. | 1,080 | 1,580 1 1,699

RenT oF 5-Rdoxnep Houses.

All Towns (@} .. .. 11,000 | 1,347 11,433 | 1,454 | 1,526 | 1,571 {1,686 | 1,641
Five Towns in each State .. (1,000 | 1,347 ( 1,421 | 1,484 | 1,509 | 1,554 | 1,570 | 1,632
Capital Cities only .. |1,000 | 1,338 | 1,374 | 1,439 | 1,455 | 1,406 | 1,507 [ 1,671

Foon, GROCERIES, AND RENT,

All Towns {3} .. .. 11,000 | 1,478 | 1,592 | 1,548 | 1,623 | 1,636 | 1,651 } 1,632
Five Townas in each State .. ;1,000 | 1,480 [ 1,584 | 1,643 | 1,613 | 1,625 | 1,043 {1,623
Capital Cities only .« |1,000 | 1,480 | 1,568 ) 1,831 | 1,504 { 1,607 | 1,624 | 1,604

The Agures In the vertiead columna show moerely the [ncrense or decresse In cost in Novernber ol ench
compated with November, 1913, for * All Towna,” * Five Towns o each 3tate and “ Qapleal Clties

- only ™ rekpectivel

L
{0} 3ce note to preceding table.

The index numbers in the ficst line of each division of the table just given
reter to 100 towns for November, 1913 ; to 150 towns for November, 1921 to
1922 ; and to 200 towns for November in each of the subsequent years,
1923 to 1928. The general closeness of the results is remarkable, and
indicates that the index-numbers for the capital cities only for the years
prior to 1912, and for the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years reflect
with o substantial degree of accuracy the variations in retail pricea for
Australia. Ducing the period November, 1913, to November, 1928, the
average cost of food and groceries throughout Austrabia increased 62.5 per
cent. ; house rents increased 64.1 per cent.; the aggregate result showing
an increase of approximatbely 63.2 per cent.

§ 5. International! Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Aunstralia and other Counfries.—The following
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1928
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913} the year
before the war, being taken as base (= 1,000). These figures are
obtained chiefly from the “ Monthly Bulletin of Statistics * published by
the League of Nations. It must be understood that the figures do not show
the relative priees in the various countries, but the flnctuations in prices in
each country separately.
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{ndex-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries 1913 to 1923 (Prices in 1813 as Base = 1,000}

< = 8
-y “ + H
Uniren Jo B = 23 &8 | u &
Kinapou. AUSTRIA,! 24 m = m m m m m 4 m 2 2 m AERMANT.
29 w3 i g = = Z
220/ 82| 88| & |aB | BS[ &1 &
Y RaR. =0
. z
- ) g 2
s = = : 5| = i -
3 m m m Oticinl, 3| 3 3 E| 3 3] 3 3 m Officlat.
= g =] 8 =9
MT N : o = o |7 3 m g8 g
1008 28 | 1,000! 1,800 1,000] 1,000 1,000
e ! 1,000 va ‘e ¢ “a 00 .e 1,000] 1,000 1,000
s LT toco| esr  ateno| wdool .. | 43000 voi0| "™ iéoel 10| 1080
1016 v vs 1,271] 1,231 v 1,120 .. v 14000 .. 1030 1,398| .. 1,420
1916 . .e 1,505 1,606 ‘e 12800 .. . 80800 .. 1,2807 1,882 .. 1,820
1917 .e va 2,061 2,041 .e 1,450 .. ‘e 2840 .. 1,7601 2.818| .. 1,790
1918 va .e 2,265 2,249 . 1,780 .. .. 2,020 .. 2110] 3302 .. 2,170
1619 s va 2419 2,351 e 1,90 .. . 8400 .. 2.810] 8,662] .. 4,160
1020 .. 1 8073 2,058] 2,832 .a 2,010 1,6200 .. 34| .. 8,160] 5,004 11,830 14,660
1821 ‘e 1,972| 1,824 810 . 1,780 1,502 .. 1,7801 1,820 1,730} 3,4%0|12,630 igl1o
1922 .o | 1,888] 1,541 1,505 .. 1,760, 1,456 13,840 1310 1,700} 1,460 3,266 12,100 341,820
1923 .. | 1,589 L5618l 1021 5L 040 1,720 ),584) 0770 20000 1,730 1,320 4,139| 10,050 g166,108,737
1924 .. | 1,682 1,646 1,862 1.360| 1,730| 1,539 90701 2,340] 1,780| 1,430| 4,835 11,004 M1,273
1026 oo L&l 1,595| 1,600 1,560| 05,500) 1.504] 10,080] 1,570/ 1,660| 1,520| 5.488)11,290 1,418
1020 . 1,481] 1,406]| 1,494 1,230 1,480 1.641] ©54 1,410 1,600 1,320) 7,024 01,420 1,534
1827 Lo | 1418 14427 1,437 1,980{ 1,480/ 1704 9,700 1,450 1,64 1210 61720 1,450, 1,316
pi) oo | 1,408 1,419 1,409 u‘@s_ 1,450 1,007 9,770 .E;hg_ 1,400 1,200| 9,200 1,450 1,400
& - ﬁ & m 4 M
Ay, | g | %40 2 | Potaxd.| < S (B4l a1 &Yy d
:iEE| & i1 8 |BS|E5 | B 2 |eglBE
S Bl = & w | o3 (28 < o | =3 | &<
Y RN,
283 -
s s B
] .- — d 2 —_ - - - —
8305 3 3™ )33 B gls|E
[
2 € | € & & 8
8 m.u A2 o 3 S| o E g3 8| & | ¢ s
Average. i i -
1613 . 1,000] 1,000 1,000 1,000 . 1,000 1,000 e 3,000] 1,000) 1,000 1,000 1,000
1014 . . 955 1,000 . k4,000 1010] .. 1,000 050 1,060 1,024 1,041 o84
1915 . . 066] 1,455 . ‘e 1,190] .. ve 1,008 L47¢| 1,099 1.171 1,070
1014 . . 1,171] 2,288 e s LAWO} .. . 1,2e3| 1.382] 1,816 1,260 L1224
917 .. +e 1,485 2,786 . ‘e 1660 .. - 1,772 1,528| 1,785 1,432 1,407
1918 . va 1,055 3,864 ‘e ‘e 2070 .. e 1,581] 1,978] L90| 1.685 1,681
1819 .. .. 2,359, 3,018 s va 2,040 .. . 1,986] 1a80| 2002 1,781 1648
1920 .- ) m.mg 2,848 “e ‘e 2,210 38,500 .. 2212 2270 2,434/ 2,087 2,233
1921 .e 15,170 2,004 1,777 . .s 1,000( 2,220| 1,012 1,308 1,745] 1,719 1,919 1,604
1922 e 5,200] 1,053 1,654 .a 78| 1,780( 1,730 1,678] 1,385| 1418 1,620  1,645] 1,284
1923 ‘e 5360 1,901 1,473 2,320 50 1,720 1,630 1,808 1441 1,787} 1,581 1,679 1,288
1924 . 5,540 m.cam 1,627| 2,680 1,008] 1,830 1,020 1,746] 1,405 1,733) 1,663 1,048 1,287
19456 ‘e &.4600 20170 1,545 2530 1.264] 1,880 1,610] 1,616| 1,438] 1,695 1,603 1,600 1,276
1928 ‘e 8,540 1,780 Al446] 1,080 51,812 1,810| 1,400 1,445] 1,438 1,684 1,563 1,536 1,238
1027 .. 5270 1,808 1,48 1,67 1,188 1,720 1,460 1,422| 1,.967| 1,670 1,527 14811 1,242
1928 e 4010 1,708 1,490 1,010 1,198 1,680 1,480 1,446| 1,400| 1,647 1,608 1,474 1,207
& Juno, 1014, b Gold lndex. ¢ February, & Juiy. ¢ End of yoar. J May.
g 000,000 oluitted. h New sorles. i Avorage of cight mountha, # For ** Ekonomisk Rovuee™
serica from 1913 to 1023, aeo Labour Report No 14, p. 138. k January. { Untll end 1925, ** Lorenz.”

9. Retail Prices—Ausiralia and other Countries.—The following table
gives index-numbers of retail prices, (@) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and {b) food only for the month of July in each year from
1914 to 1928, and where available, for December, 1928, the prices for July,
1914 being taken as base (= 1,000). It must be understood, however, that
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the * Monthly Bulletin
of Statistics,” published by the League of Nations, show merely the fluctua-
tions in prices in each country. and are not comparable horizentally.
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Index-Numbere of Retail Prices in various Couniries for, the Month of July, 1014 to 1928, and
December, 1028, with Prices in July, 1514, as Base (= 1,000,

(a) COST OF LIVING.
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w 1017 .. | 1800 e.700] .. . 1,550/ a2,510] .. . .

. 1918 o | 2o ea0] . . N dsaso| .. . .
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. \ . , a
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N"’ﬁ@’iﬁﬁg_““" 3t | Wareaw 4 438 | Bommay | 80 8¢ 30 26

. ¢ ¢ £ k i
July 1314 . 1,000 1,000 1,000 +.000 1,000 t000] v000 000 w0000 1,000
o 1915 . 1,170 .. 1150 .. . Los0| 1030 LOSY 1,1 11052
w 1916 . 1,440 - 1,300 .. . 1,120 1,110 1,183 1,151 1,188
. 1817 o1 Leel .. 1,590 .. . 1220 Ls40|  La24f 1157 1282
. 1018 L2530 o 2,100f 2,040 L4gol 13100 LEge| . L] 1170 Lo
N T ol 2Zweol L 2,570 2,220 1860| 1.450| v.eco] ~ Less| 1317| 1s7s
. 1020 1 mosel siLmel 20| zedo] 1000 r7eo| goool 2004 L85 1815
. 1oz b Zeqd] TesTopol  2,360) 20000 1.770) L620] 1,850) 1743 L.448| 1,782
. luge ] s 517  100] 1,640 1,650 13501 1,680f 1698F 1,416 1,600
w 1923 Ll o2s 452 LTl 1040 ussl Lstol sl ursel sl nsae
. 1024 RERET 1,272 1,710f 1,600 1,570 Laso| 1,630| 1,725 1488 1002
w 1926 | 2500 1,456 1,760 1,880 1,770, 1,320 1,850 1,779 1524 1631
. 1020 Lo 2000 1,781 1,720] 1.820|  1,770] 1,819 1,670 1,758| 1.,564] 1,683
1027 .. | 2080 1153 16900 1400 1760 1.310) 1s60] 1,720| 1,568 1610
n 1928 o] Y930 12260 L7300 1,010 1, 1,810 1650 1713 1, 1.610
Dec. 1926 .. | 13830 1,250 o0l 1820l 1,670 13100 71, 1,718 1533 1820
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No. of Tawna and 62 | Vienna. | 50 [dheitl 100 | 21 | Pams, 72 10

m a

July 1915 .. .. | 1000 1,000 .. 1,600,  1,0000 1,000 1,000 1000f =

. lois L | 1320 . . . 1,280 .. 1,200 .- .

1916 .. o] Lew " - . 14001 .. 12000 L. .

oy .. .. 3,%3 - - . },g% .. %,gg .. ..

1914 . s 2, e - ‘e ' e ' as .

T TT N baan . . v 2,120 . 2,610 e -

no1820 . 1 e ) N .. 2.530| 10,130 s780 12,620 .l
» o182 T 220e) dyrmoon] woe0! 13030)  2860] 18,280 30|  leviol 1,700
. 1022 o §, 700 3,262,360 -711] 14,800 1.840] 11,440 2,970 88,360 1,670
1928 .. 0] Uesel 12m,000f tos0| e210]  1888| 10020 8,210 146,510,000 L4560
o192 L. vo{ Lodd] 14,362,0000 1,240(  0,090]  2,000| 10,320 8600  gLgi8l 1520
w1926 . | LGt .- 1,330 o160 2,100 11450 4,210 1,638] 1820
wo1e .. I VT #1500 18500  e700]  1,590] e1i4e0 6,740 14630 1480
oo1827 L. o1 1500 1220 2.100] 9620] 1,530 1,440 55701  1,568{ 1.440

woees L. .| 1o Tiep| 20108 04300 1,680 L510|  al,)l0 1,841] 1,
Die. 1928 e . 1,500 11901 2,180 0,060 1,530 1,560 210 . 3627 1,450




OPERATIONS UNDER ARBITRATION afND Wages Boarp AcTs.

Indez~-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries, &e.—continued.
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No.of Towne
an Miam, | a1 | Warsaw. | 49 | 33 | D0™] 9 | g0 | 5L { 3 | 25 [Meara.
Localltles. )
i
Joly 1914, 000 1,000 1,000| 1,000 o1,000] 1,000 19,000 1.004 1,000| 1,000 1,000 1,000
W 1915 .. .. 1280 .. 1,230 .. Lo7e| 1,040] ‘e80| 1,308| 1,124) 1080
»oyee .. | LS50l 1,530 1,360 .. . 1 nieol 1.120] 1,000] L302| 11e8] 1180
.7 .| 2a00p 2030{ .. L76 .. . | L2eo| 1;530] 1430 1,263 1.280| 1,260
w 1018 .. 3,250 2.710 .e 2010 .. ra 1,340; 1,730 1,850] 1,308] 1,30 1,540
U ) I I 3,100 2, . 5,1 .. . Lanoy L840 L.880, 1,473 14§ 1,749
w1820 4,450 8,190 aa 2870 .. .- 1U70) 22400 2,160 1,042 1677 '
. 1921 50800 2920  4s6,650] 23200 2A10] 1L740| 1,390| 1,400{ 1,450 1,612 1,641 1,800
W 1822 49200 2,330 T8} LMO] 15700 1,800} 1,184 1,360) 1,3806] 1, L421| 1810
W 1023 . 4,060 2,180 714 1,600] 1,660 14207 11,1607 1,350| 1,44y 1,644] 1,430 L7700
» 1924 . 5,080 2,430 1,391 1,500] L,700: 1.5101 1,170/ 1,310 1.400| 1,485 r483 1,840
s 1923 .. 4,020 2,600 1,788 1.60u] 16801 1.710; 12000 1,380 1.580 1,556 1,509] 1.800
- 128 . 68,5400 1,080 2, L560] 1,5 L4 L170| L510) 1,530 1,588) 1408 1.m70
w 1927 5,240 1,750 1,481 1,6t0] 1,570 L.730| L.10G 14804 1,500, 1,617 1447 1,80
o 1928 Al 400 1,730 1,441 1,570 15700 1.610[ 1,1 1,4 1,490 1,547 1,47 1,770
Dee. 1928 .e al, 450 1,618 1,473 LsM6! 1,58 1,630] 1,150| ‘1.5 1,520I 1,580) L5260/ 1876
a Gald ladex. b New serks. ¢ Yeazly sverage. & Famuary. ¢ Average of
potond quarter, J New aeriee, November, 1927. g Slnce 1924 * Relchsmarks®' prices.
A New aeries, November, 1927, i 3ince 1922 * Yloty ' prices lealated—base October, 1026,
7 December, & ‘Third gquarter of year, { From 1015, for month of August, m For
1921»’?, includes fuel and soap, since %923 cxclusive of those ltetos. n Base 1021-25=1,000.
& 1at Fune,

CHAPTER II.—WAGES,

§ 1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and
Industrial Legislation.

1. General.—Particulars regarding operations under the Common-
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various Staté Acts for the regulation of
wages and hours and conditions of labour, showing the number of boards
authorized and constituted, also those which had and which had not made
any award or determination in each State, the number and territorial scope
of awards or determinations, and the number of industrial agresments in
force, were first compiled to the 31st December, 1913.%

These particulars have from time to fime been revised, and reviews te
the end of approximately quarterly periods have been published in the
periodical Labour Bulletins and Quarterly Summaries to the 3lst
December, 1928.

* Inforntation s to the male provisiona of the varlous Aets in force may be found in the Official Year
Book No. 16, pages 688 to 571, .



