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Preface. 

The Queensland Year Book is one of three annual publications through 
which the Queensland statistical service supplies the public with numerical 
facts concerning the State and its activities. The Queensland Pocket Year 
Book provides a brief summary of the main statistical facts over a period 
-of years, without comment, in convenient form to serve as a handy pocket 
reference. Fully detailed statistics which students and others may require 
·can be obtained from the Statistics of Q1teensland, which is published in 
parts as they become available. An intermediate position between these 
two publications is occupied by the Queensland Year Book, which contains 
all the most important and valuable statistics of the State, presented with 
that necessary minimum of comment which is required for an understanding 
of the figures given in the tables but which it is not the function of the 
other pUblications to provide. A list of the various publications appears 
a.t the end of this volume. Statistics later than those printed can usually 
be obtained from the Government Statistician's Office at Brisbane, 
Toowoomba, Townsville, or Rockhampton. 

Detailed tables in this issue generally refer to the financial year 
1950-51 or the calendar year 1951. All the regular tables, diagrams, 
and information which appeared in the 1951 Year Book will be found 
in this issue, together with certain new features, including the following:-

Details of maternal mortality (page 62). 

Maps showing the distribution of beef and dairy cattle (pages. 144 
and 145). 

Diagram showing the growth, and the distribution between the main 
crops, of the cultiva.ted area of Queensland (page 155). 

Diagrams showing the tonnages of cargo discharged and shipped at 
Queensland ports (pages 212 and 213). 

Details of sales of Queensland wheat for various purposes (page 276). 

As in previous years, thanks are due to the Government Printer and 
his staff for their co-operation in meeting th.e rather exacting problems of 
presenting tabular matter in a clear and readable form within the space 
limits of the Year Book page. Mention must also be made of the demands 
made upon business men, primary producers, and other members of the 
community in completing the various statistical forms and questionnaires 
sent to them. My thanks are due to all who have contributed in this 
way to maintaining the regular flow of statistical information, and also 
to the Commonwealth Statistician, the Statisticians of other States, 
Queensland State Departments, and Commonwealth Departments for their 
ready help in supplying information. 



IV. PREFACE. 

The Year Book summarises the work of the Government Statistician's 
Office, and thanks are due to the officers in charge of the various sections 
and the officers under their direction. The completed book is especially 
the work of Mr. D. O. L. Smith, Deputy Government Statistician, who 
edited it, and of Mr. M. Kalinowski who, assisted by Mr. E. A. Leaver, 
prepared the manuscript. Graphical work was done by Miss M. F. Lynch. 

Government Statistician '8 Office, 
Brisbane, 20th May, 1953. 

S. E. SOLOMON, 
Government Statistician. 
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SUN. 31 3 10 17 24 
i 

7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 30 2 9 16 23 
Mon. • 11 18 25 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 31 3 10 17 24 
Tues. 5 12 19 26 • 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 
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Royal National Exhibition in the metropolitan area for 1953 being 12th August. 
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Chapter I.-GENERAL INFORMATION. 
1. AREA AND POSITION. 

The area of Queensland is 670,500 square miles. It lies within 10 and 
29 degrees south latitude and 138 and 154 degrees east longitude. It has 
3,236 miles of coastline. From north to south its greatest distailCe is 
1,300 miles and from east to west 900 miles. The area is 22~ per cent. of 
the Australian continent, and the occupied area over 30 per cent. of the 
Australian total, being about 50 per cent. more than the occupied area of 
Western Australia, the State with the largest territory. Only about 4~ per 
cent. of the huge area of Queensland is not occupied either for private 
production or for public reserves, and is mainly in the north of Cape York 
Peninsula. The area leased for pastoral and similar purposes is 84 per 
cent. of the whole territory. About 6~ per cent. of the State is held as 
freehold or is in the process of purchase, and this includes most of the good 
coastal and sub-coastal lands. 

The area within the Tropics is 360,000 square miles, being 54 per 
cent. of the whole. Because of its physical, climatic, and living conditions, 
this vast area is relatively immune from diseases and other disabilities 
commonly experienced in other tropical areas. 

The western boundary of the State roughly coincides with the 
limits of profitable occupation of Central Australia, but useful pastoral 
country stretches in an intermittent belt from the Barkly Tableland in 
north-western Queensland through the Northern Territory to the 
Kimberleys in the north of Western Australia. 

2. PHYSICAL FEATURES.* 
Queensland is essentially a land of great plains, the widest of which 

lie in the west, in the region of the Great Artesian Basin. Eastwards from 
this basin the country rises gradually towards the Great Divide, and then 
falls seaward in a tumble of ranges separated by lowlands. Sometimes 
this fall is gentle, as in the region along the Tropic of Capricorn. But 
in other parts it is abrupt, with a steep scarp to the east; and in many 
areas of Queensland, particularly in the far south and in the north, roads 
and railways to the west have to climb this scarp before settling down to 
more gentle going on the westerly descending plateau. For some distance 
north of Cairns the scarp is at the coast; and the scenic road from 
Cairns to Port Douglas is benched into the foot of it. 

Further south other ranges lie in front of the scarp; while between 
scarp and ranges, and in between the ranges themselves, lie ribbon-like 
corridors, keeping more or less N.N.W., which is the grain of the rocks 

* Contributed by Associate Professor F. 'V. Whitehouse, D.Se., Ph.D., University 
of Queensland. 

1 
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in this part of Queensland. The long coastal railway to Cairns is located 
in these easy corridors. Where the corridors are narrow and the mountains 
near to the coast, there is high rainfall and rich soil, giving splendid 
scenery and good agricultural country, as in the corridors south of Cairns 
and between Mackay and Bowen. 

The structure does not stop at the coast; for on the continental shelf 
there are festoons of high mountainous islands; and channels such as 
Whitsunday Channel, Hinchinbrook Passage, and Gladstone harbour are 
just such corridors flooded by the sea. 

Over this complex country in late geological times there were lava 
outpourings; and from them streams have spread rich loamy soils as on 
the Atherton Tableland, Peak Downs, and the Darling Downs. 

Thus from east to west Queensland consists of the following parts:­

i. The Continental Shelf with its Reefs and Islands.-Here there rise 
rocky mountainous islands in some regions and, in others, the coral plat· 
forms of the Great Barrier Reefs. These reefs, north of Cairns, form an 
outer barrier of boomerang-shaped reefs, convex to the ocean, perched on 
the very lip of the steep continental slope; and behind this lies, first, a 
wide channel relatively free from reefs and then a zone of platform reefs, 
many of which have sandy coral islands or keys. From about the latitude 
of Cairns almost to that of Mackay there is no outer barrier-merely a 
scattering of platform reefs. Then, further south again, the outer barrier 
reappears. This great composite coral barrier has a length of 1,200 miles. 

ii. The Eastern Mountains and Plains.-Although occasionally the Great 
Divide coincides with a big range (e.g., the Bunya Mountains) or a scarp 
(as at Toowoomba), yet in most parts of Queensland it is not a noticeable 
feature of the landscape. East of it lie the most striking mountains-e.g., 
the Bellenden Ker Range, the highest in the State, with its main peak, 
Mount Bartle Frere, 5,438 feet, in North Queensland; and the Drummond 
Range in Central Queensland. A short distance from the coast lies one of 
the most important though not greatly elevated barriers in Queensland, the 
coast ranges, that have many local names. 

The eastern rivers have a very peculiar arrangement due to the curious 
pattern of the mountains. In the far north the Barron, Tully, and Herbert 
are short rivers that rise on the plateau and descend to the coastal plains by 
cutting great gorges in the scarp. These have high waterfalls that are 
actual or potential sites for hydro-electric power. South of these lie the 
bigger rivers-the Burdekin, Fitzroy, Burnett, Mary, and Brisbane Rivers 
that rise in the country between the Great Divide and the coast ranges and 
gather tributaries from all directions before they eut gaps through the 
coast ranges, and come to the sea. Between their basins and the coast 
lie many smaller but important rivers that take their rises in the coastal 
ranges. The interlocking pattern of the bigger basins is thus like the 
parts of a jig-saw puzzle confined behind the coast ranges. Some of the 
gaps that they cut through the ranges on the way to the sea have poten­
tialities for big reservoir sites-e.g., the Burdekin where it cuts a gorge 
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in the scarp of the Leichhardt Range. But other gaps, like those of the 
Brisbane River, are extremely wide. 

The basins of the Burdekin and the Fitzroy Rivers are each over 
50,000 square miles in area. All the bigger rivers are tidal for great 
distances-except the Burdekin, on the fertile flood plain of which the river 
bed is completely sanded. 

Generally these rivers are sluggish streams of intermittent, seasonal 
flow; and they have spread wide areas of alluvial soil as great plains 
within their basins. 

Due to the "grain" of the country and to the presence of the coastal 
plains the eastern seaboard descends southwards as a series of hooks-with 
a rocky headland at the point of each hook, with long sandy beaches 
between, and with attractive bays in the shelter of the hooked headlands. 
The sands of these ocean beaches have rich deposits of heavy minerals. 
In the south (mainly on the large islands) and in the north (north of 
Cooktown) the coastal margin develops giant sandhills now, for the most 
part, thickly forested. 

The eastern lands contain lllany of the present or past metal mining 
nelds (Gympie, Mount Morgan, &c.) and most of the coal basins. Widening 
south from Collinsville to the latitude of Bundaberg is the vast Bowen 
basin, generally a rugged plainland with flat-topped hills in the centre, 
set between the mountains. In this lie the biggest coal reserves of the 
State. But in lowlands between other ranges, or between the ranges and 
the coast, are other isolated coal basins-such as the Ipswich, Callide, 
Burrum, and Styx basins. 

The plainlands support agricultural, pastoral, and dairying industries. 
On the coast where mountains approach fairly closely, are the heavier 
rainfall belts in which sugar is the chief crop. Maize, fruits, and other 
crops are grown in the drier la11(ls. The alluvial black soils in the basalt 
country at Peak Downs, far inland, is the recently developed area given 
to sorghum. Beef cattle raising and dairying use others of the coastal 
plainlands. 

iii. The Western Plains and Plateaus.-In some regions the high 
country that begins the fall to the west is a dissected plateau. From the 
middle of Cape York Peninsula to north-central Queensland, and again 
in the far south, there are rugged uplands of granite and other old rocks, 
the sites of many present or past mineral fields-Coen, the Palmer River, 
the mineral fields of the Cairns hinterland, Charters Towers, Stanthorpe, 
and many more. In other regions there is dissected sandstone or basalt 
country at the edge of the scarp, giving striking scenery as in the Carnarvon 
Ranges and the Main Range on the edge of the Darling Downs. 

But generally western Queensland is essentially the country of the 
Great Artesian Basin, with great reserves of water underlying gentle 
p1ains. In the south these plains are of red soils, including the "Mulga 
Country" of the south-west. In central and northern Queensland the 
plains have typically grey soils, giving rolling, grassy downs. North of 
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the Hughenden-Cloncurry railway the grassy plains that slope to the Gulf 
of Carpentaria are a:most perfectly level, slopiI)g seawards at less than 
2 feet per mile. At the southern part of the Gulf they merge into salt flats 
flooded by the sea each summer; and on either side of this are thinlyc 
forested sandy plains covering vast areas. 

A characteristic western feature is the presence of reddish plateaus, 
mesas, and buttes of laterite on many of the divides_ 

On this wide plainland the rivers have very slight gradients and they 
subdivide into numerous channels. Mostly these distributaries, as they are 
called, rejoin the parent stream; but sometimes they diverge and join 
other rivers. The most important region of divergent drainage is towards 
the south-west where all the rivers going to Lake Eyre settle down to a 
gradient of less than 11 inches per mile and subdivide to form a most 
intricate network of many channels and gutters. This is the "Channel 
Country" of south-western Queensland, the rivers of which, so minutely 
subdivided, provide possibly the best example of natural irrigation in the 
world. The main channels run each summer season; and the spreading 
of water and natural irrigation depend on the volume of flood waters. 
Limiting the spread of the waters are the red sandhills of the desert which 
begins near the south-western corner of the State. These desert dunes are 
almost entirely restricted to the flood plains of the Channel Country. 

The central and larger portion of the Great Artesian Basin is devoted 
to sheep-raising; with a marginal belt on the west, north, and east given 
to cattle. Wheat and wine are products of the south-eastern region of the 
western plains. 

iv. The Rugged Country of the Far North-West.-The Great ArtesiaIl 
Basin has a constricted neck as it approaches the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
with the old rocks of the mineral country on either side. In the north­
western region there are three types of country west of the artesian plains; 
a series of very rugged ranges, not very high, running generally north 
and south, in which most of the mineral areas are found-Mt. lsa, Clon­
curry, Trekelano, &c.; a broken plateau of limestone country best developed 
north of Camooweal; and, further north still, a very rugged upland of 
sandstones. These two latter regions, very close to the western border of 
the State, are among the most rugged parts of Queensland. 

Behind the north-western ranges, in the basin of the Georgina River, 
and extending far into the Northern Territory, are the open grassy plains 
of the Barkly "Tableland' '. . 

Artesian Water.-Practically the whole of the area west of the 
Dividing Range, except the highlands west and south of Cloncurry, is 
situated in the world's largest artesian basin. The water varies in 
quality but is nearly everywhere suitable for stock drinking water. The 
numerous bores and bore drains that carry off the surplus flow make 
it possible to stock huge areas of well-grassed country neighbouring the 
water, which otherwise could only be provided with stock water by far 
less reliable and more expensive surface catchments. 
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3. CLIMATE. 

Climate and Living Conditions.-Queensland has a typical sub-tropical 
to tropical climate, which has proved itself suitable for white settlement 
in all parts of the State. The number of uncomfortably hot days in 
summer is few, except along the far western border of the State. Inland 
Queensland is little hotter in summer than inland New South Wales. Like 
the rest of inland Australia, inland Queensland has low humidities in 
summer, except during periods of monsoonal weather, which are accom­
panied by lower temperatures and often by rain. Inland Queensland has a 
continental type of winter climate, with warm sunny days and cold nights. 
Some winter rain falls in the southern part, but rarely in the north. 

Coastal Queensland has fairly high humidities in summer, but this 
is compensated for by lower temperatures than are experienced inland, 
and by a sea breeze which almost invariably blows throughout the day. 
The summer climate is rarely uncomfortable except when working in 
situations exposed to the sun and shut off from the breeze. The winter 
climate is mild with fine days, and in the southern portion occasional 
frosty nights. More winter rain falls on the coast than inland, but it 
is accompanied by moderate temperatures, not by cold weather and· wind. 

In Queensland very successful settlement in the tropics has been made 
by white people. Two factors contributing to this success are the almost 
complete absence of tropical diseases such as malaria and cholera, and 
the fact that no coloured labour is available for manual and domestic work. 

Meteorological Data.-Data for Brisbane are given below, and for six 
typical stations, in abridged form, on the following pages. 

METEOROLOGY, BRISBANE, 1951. 

I 
"" Shade Temperature. Rainfall. 
" 13 1-1" 

r "" Month. t::~S Abso- Abso- Aver· 
i °El . Mean Mean ag~ 
r ° 0

" Mean. lute lute Maxi- Mini· Total. Wet for 30 

I 
<=I .... ", Maxi- Mini- Days. ",'" mum. mum. Years. 
~~ mum. mum. a 

.-------------------!------

I 
In. Deg. Deg. Deg. Deg. Deg. In. No. In. 

January .. 29·86 73·3 89·3 62·1 79·7 

I 

66·9 16·59 19 5·72 
February 29·91 74·9 88·7 63·9 82·0 67·8 2·18 11 5·47 
March · . I 29·98 74·3 93·3 58·7 81·4 67·1 6·56 13 4·97 
April .. 29·99 68·5 89·9 50·2 78·9 58·0 1·30 7 3·68 
May .. 30·15 62·3 77·8 40·6 72·0 52·5 0·97 8 2·35 
June .. 30·03 61·6 74·1 46·0 69·2 54·0 1·99 8 2·75 
July · . I 30·17 57·9 78·6 37·6 68·8 47·0 0·00 .. 1·88 
August .. 30·05 59·3 78·6 38·4 70·2 48·3 0·53 3 1·07 
September 30·18 64·3 84·0 48·7 14·4 54·2 0·93 1 1·69 
October .. 30·04 68·6 92·5 52·0 78·3 58·9 1·20 9 2'27 
November 29·98 1 14·2 91·6 55·5 83.3165.1 0·08 1 I 4'00 
December 29.95! 76·4 98·6 59·6 85·6 67·2 1·56 7 4·24 

___ 1 _______________________ 

Year · . 30·02 i 68·0 98·6 37-6 I no 58·9 133·89 .~7 I 40·09. 
-~--

n The averages shown here a,nd in the following tables aTe "standard perIOd 
normals" ,vhich are adopted as standard practice in a number of countries. 
They are averages for the period 1911 to 1940. 
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Month. 

J'anuary · . 
February 
March · . 
April · . 
May · . 
June · . 
July .. 
August · . 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year 

anuary .. 
ebruary 
arch · . 
pril · . 
ray · . 
une · . 
uly · . 
ugust · . 

J 
F 
M 
A 
l\ 
J 
J 
A 
S 
o 
N 
D 

eptember 
ctober · . 
ovember 
ecember 

Year 

January .. 
February 
March .. 
April · . 
May · . 
June · . 
July · . 
August · . 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Year 

QUEENSLAND YEAR BOOK. 

METEOROLOGY FOR SIX TYPICAL STATIONS. 

Mean Maximnm Mean Minimnm 3 p.m. Relative Daily Daily Rainfall. 
Temperatnre. Temperatnre. Humidity. b a a a 

1951. 

I 
Aver-

1951.[ ~~~~- 1951. 

1 

Aver-
1951.1 ~~:~-age. age. 

Deg. Deg. Deg. Deg. ~Io % In. In. 
I 

CLONCURRY (NORTH INLAND). 

"1 

93·4 98·7 73·3 76·5 

I 

53 30 7·97 I 4·73 
.. 96·0 96·3 72·9 75·4 40 34 

3:: I 

3·96 
.. 98·5 94·6 72·3 73·0 30 32 1·86 
· . 91·9 89·9 62·6 66·9 23 26 0·00 0·62 
· . 83·3 82·9 53·6 59·7 25 26 0·06 0·48 
.. 78·2 77·3 52·2 54·1 36 29 0·68 0·80 

:: I 
77·0 76·4 49·8 51·5 33 27 0·00 0·23 
81·0 81·4 50·6 54·3 25 19 0·08 0'12 

.. 89·8 88·4 59·6 61·0 19 18 0·00 0·16 

· '1
9

5-4 

95·1 66·7 68·2 20 18 0·89 0·44 

· . 102·3 98·6 72·0 73·5 23 22 0·79 1·59 

· . 103·8 100·4 73·4 76·2 29 24 0·58 1·90 
------------------

" I 90·9 90·0 63·3 65·9 30 25 15·04 16·89 
I 

LONGREACH (CENTRAL INLAND). 
--------

I 
· . 91·9 99·6 69·3 73·3 43 31 13·08 2·31 
.. 97·3 96·9 69·4 71·7 35 34 0·18 3·12 
· . i 96·5 94·1 67·3 68·1 39 35 1·34 2·10 
.. I 81·8 87·8 55·9 60·1 20 32 0·00 1·01 

I 80·4 80·4 48·8 52·1 27 35 0·23 0·52 · . 
I · . 74·4 74·3 45·7 46·7 33 38 1·83 0·94 

· . 74·3 73·2 43·0 44·3 26 35 0·00 0·80 
.. 75·8 77·9 42·6 46·5 19 28 O·ll 0·30 
· . 86·9 85·4 53·3 53·7 34 24 0·15 0·52 
.. 92·7 92·8 60·9 61-5 19 22 0·56 0·84 
.. 100·6 97·0 67·3 67·5 29 24 0·32 1·26 
· . 101·9 99·7 69·5 71·5 17 27 4·37 1·82 
------------------------

.. 87·9 88·3 57·7 59·8 28 30 22·17 15·54 

CHARLEVILLE (SOUTH INLAND). 

.. 92·2 97·6 66·4 70·8 39 28 1·99 2·65 .. 96·3 96·1 68·1 70·1 32 29 0·92 2·36 .. 94·8 91·7 66·5 65·1 30 33 1·65 ),54 

· . 84·9 84·5 49·1 55·7 25 34 0·00 0·95 
· . 75·8 76·4 44·8 47·2 30 39 0·68 0·69 
· . 67·8 69·3 43·6 42·3 47 43 2·40 1·46 .. 70·5 68·3 38·4 40·1 30 40 0·00 1·32 
.. 71·3 72·9 37·7 42·1 29 33 0·21 0·75 
· . 81·8 80·4 46·5 49·0 29 28 0·52 0·95 .. 86·8 88·2 56·0 57·7 25 26 0·73 1·02 
.. 95·4 93·6 62·3 64·4 21 25 0·93 1·68 .. 95·3 96·4 64·5 68·5 24 27 0·99 2·60 
------------------------.. 8404 I 84·6 53·7 56·1 30 32 11·02 17·97 

.-... (InformatIOn supplIed by courtesy of the DIVISional Meteorologist. Brisbane. ) 
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METEOROLOGY FOR SIX TYPICAL STATIONs-continued. 

Month. 

uary .. 
ruary 

rch .. 
ril .. 
Y .. 
e .. 

Y · . 
gust · . 

Jan 
Feb 
Ma 
Ap 
Ma 
Jun 
Jul 
Au 
Sep 
Oct 
No 
De 

tember 
ober .. 

vember 
cember 

Year 

Mean M!'ximum Mean M!nimum 1 3 pm ReI t' e 
Dally Dally . '. . a IV 

~::T~;-I ~::T~;:-I ,:T;~ 
Deg. Deg. Deg. Deg. I % I % 

CAIRNS (NORTH COASTAL). 

.. 87·8 89·7 74·9 74·2 80 1 68 

.. 88·5 89·0 73·4 73·9 69 68 .. 87·9 87·1 71·9 72·6 65 ! 69 
· . 86·4 84·9 68·1 70·0 63[ 67 
.. 81·4 81·6 65·2 66·2 64 67 

"\ 
80·4 78·8 61·4 63·5 61 67 

.. 79·0 78·1 62·4 61·0 58 63 
80·9 79·5 64·5 61·1 59 61 

"\ 
80·2 82·6 65·2 63·8 63 61 

· . 84·6 85·6 67·2 67·4 62 62 
86·9 87·9 71-1 70·4 63 63 
89·4 89·7 72·6 72·9 60 65 

··184.5 -1---1-84·5 68·2, 68·1 64 65 
, ! 

ROCKHAMPTON (CENTRAL COASTAL). 

I 

Rainfall. 
b 

Aver­
age. 
In. 

18'35
1

16'51 
6·29 17·00 
7·64 17·59 
1'69

1
10'76 

1·75 4·37 
1·53 , 2·87 
1·16 1·56 
0·48 1·46 
5·37 1·43 
1·77 2·40 
4·96 3·05 
0·43 \ 7·35 

51·42 86'35_ 

January.. 86'61 90·0 71·5 72·3 I 60 -53116.70 - 6·70 
February 88·6 88·7 71·1 72·1 [ .')6 54 \ 1·27 7·28 
March 88·2 '87'2 69·8 69·8 49 53 1·02 3·54 
April 87·3 84·2 64·0 64·8 38 49 0·00 2·66 
May 80·0 79·3 56·6 58·3 40 47 ,0·00 1·26 
June 76·7 74·4 53·7 54·0 46 50 0·48 2·80 
July 75·6 73·7 50·9 51·2 38 44 0·30 1·77 
August 78·0 76·7 49'4 52·9' 30 40 0·55 0·82 
September 82·3 81·7 58·0 58·3 36 40 0·37 0·94 
October .. 89·1 85·9 64·4 63·8 32 43 1·58 1·99 
November 93·6 88·5 69·7 1 68·0 34 'I 46 0·05 2·63 
December 95·7 90·0 71·7, 70·9 43 50 2·30 4·97 

_ Year____ 85·1 8;4[6;6[6;0[- 4?1---:l724.623~a6 

anuary J 
F 
M 

ebruary 
arch 

April 
May 
June 
July 
August 

· . 
· . 
· . 
· . .. 
· . 
· . 

September 
October · . 
November 
December 

.. 
· . 
· . .. 
· . .. 
.. 
· . 
· . 
· . 
· . 
· . 

BRISBANE (SOUTH COASTAL). 

79·7 85·5 66·9 69·1 66 I 59 
82·0 84·6 67·8 68·7 59 60 
81·4 82·3 67·1 66·2 58 60 
78·9 79·1 58·0 61·5 46 56 
72·0 73·7 52·5 55·6 52 54 
69·2 69·4 54·0 51·5 59 54 
68·8 68·6 47·0 49·4 48 51 
70·2 71-1 48·3 50·0 34 47 
74·4 75·5 54·2 54·8 52 50 
78·3 79·2 58·9 60·3 51 53 
83·3 82·2 65·1 64·6 52 57 
85·6 84·5 67',2 67·5 53 55 

------------------
Year ., 77-0 78·0 58·9 59·9 53 55 

a Averages shown are for all years of record up to 1942. 
b Averages shown are for thirtY-Years period, 1911 to 1940. 

16·59 I 5·72 
2·18 

1 

5·47 
6·56 I 4·97 
1·30 I 3·68 
0·97 

1 
2·35 

1·99 2·75 
0·00 1·88 
0·53 1·07 
0·93 1·69 
1·20 2·27 
0·08 4·00 
1·56 4·24 

------
33·89 40·09 
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Meteorology of Typical Stations 
SCALES 

TlMP. RAIN HUM. 

D.g. In. % 

100 25 100 

80 20 80 

60 15 60 

40 10 40 

20 20 

o 
DJFMAMJJASOND DJFMAMJJASOND 

100 25 100 

80 20 80 

60 15 60 I---f-~ct==~~--l 

40 10 40 I----I-----+-'O"'-+~--l 

20 20 ~-~f---+-----+----~ 

o 
DJ FMAMJ JASOND FMAMJJASOND 

100 25 100 ~--_=;c:.;.;..::..:........,..--.... 

80 20 80 1----f"Iio~-t-----+~~-

60 15 60 I--~--k-"~=t-'--"='-+"""--l 

40 10 40 

20 20 17'=---k----1----t----i 

DJFMAMJJASOND DJFMAMJJASOND 

The graphs show, according to the scales In the centre, monthly means of 
(I) maximum daily temperature, (Ii) minimum daily temperature, (iii) relative 
humidity at 3 p.m. daily, and (Iv) total rainfall. The means for temperature a)ld 
humidity are for all years of record up to 1942, while those for rainfall are 
.. standard period normals" covering the years 1911 to 1940. 
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4. RAINFALL. 

Rainfall is by far the most important weather factor in Queensland '8 

primary production. It is nearly always more important than the combined 
effect of all other factors-frost, excessive heat, winds, humidity, &c. No 
single or simple measure of the value of rainfall for agricultural or 
pastoral purposes has yet been devised. The most important aspects of 
rainfall are its annual amount, its seasonal incidence (i.e., summer and 
winter), its variability from year to year, and its distribution within the 
growing season of the 'various crops and pastures. These aspects are 
discussed below. 

Annual Amount of Rainfall.-Average annual rainfall in Queensland 
varies from about 5 inches in the desert of the extreme south-west corner 
of the State to about 160 inches in parts of the sugar lands of the wet 
north-east coast, the latter being the wettest part of Australia. The table 
below shows annual rainfall for eight years aud average annual rainfall for 
a number of typical stations. On page 10 average annual rainfall lines 
(isohyets) are shown for the whole State. 

ANNUAL RAINFALL, QUEENSLAND, 1944 TO 1951. 

Locality. 1944. 1945. i 1946. 1947. 1 1948• 1 1949. 1 1950. 1951. AVe!age 

~fE:~ ;;"~ ~i ~;"; ;:i ~:i'l;~ ;;i ;": I ;;: 
Gladstone 26·8 26·6 21·8 59·5 36·6 42·5 43·5 24'5 38·3 
R'hampton 24·0 23·6 25·8 33·9 21·9 35·1 59·0 24·6 37·4 
Mackay .. 56·1 44·6 45·4 52·0 34·6 44·9 101·8 65·2 63·2 
Townsville 44·5 40·5 52·9 55·5 24·9 51·6 86·5 41·1 39·7 
Innisfail .. 116·4 188·9 103·8 126·2 120·7 158·2 228·3 101·4 139·2 
Thursdayls. n 71·0 77·6 76·0 82·1 77·2 86·0 43·6 66·5 

Sub-Coastal. 
Warwick 
Toowoomba 
Eidsvold 
Emerald .. 
Ch.Towers 
Georgetown 
Palmerville 

Western. 
Cunnamulla 
Charleville 
Blackall .. 
Longreach 
Winton .. 
Hughenden 
Cloncurry 
Croydon .. 

27·7 
25·0 
22·0 
17·7 
35·6 
43·4 
54·3 

5·6 
12·5 
16·8 
21-6 
18·6 
22·0 
21·2 
27·5 

27·2 
40·3 
25·6 
25-1 
22·8 
18·2 
37-5 I 

9·2 
13·4 
20·0 

8·3 
10·4 
13·0 
12·9 
18·9 I 

29·6 
35·5 
17·4 
19·6 
28·3 
29·3 
35·4 

7·1 
8·1 

U·8 
8·1 
9·3 

20·4 
22·6 
17·6 

33·4 
53·1 
34·9 
28·7 
29·8 
25·1 
36·7 

19·1 
21·7 
17·8 
20·5 
16·0 
19·9 
21·3 
28·5 

a For thirty-years period, 1911 to 1940. 
n Not available. 

26·3 
34·5 
30·2 
10·8 
15·3 
22·4 
38·3 

]4·2 
14·2 
13·0 

9·0 
6·8 

10·3 
14·7 
32·3 

31·7 
42·9 
35·7 
33·2 
28·5 
42·3 
56·2 

26·5 
33·3 
26·2 
23·6 
23·4 
15·9 
18·1 
25·9 

36·8 
66·2 
46·6 
42·2 
48·0 
58·4 
38·6 

31·6 
41·2 
40·9 
41·4 
41·8 
41·5 
37·1 
39·7 

23·9 
33'6 
21·3 
17·4 
16·3 
32·2 
26·4 

I' 
10·7 I 
11·0 
17·0 
22·2 
12·7 
18·9 
15·0 
30·8 

25·1 
35'2 
28·4 
23·3 
23·3 
28·4 
39·9 

12·6 
18·0 
19·2 
15'5 
16:2 
18·2 
16·9 
28·9 
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Q1JEENSLAND 

Average Annual Rainfall iIi Inches (Isohyets) 

o 

-Souha 

5 

5 
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Seasonal Incidence of RainfalL-Every part of Queensland receives 
more rain in the summer six months (October to March) than in the winter 
six months (April to September). The concentration of rain in the summer 
months is greatest in the north and west, reaching a maximum in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria-Cloncurry region. This area receives only 1 to It inches 
of rain in winter, or about one-twentieth of the annual total. South of 
the Tropic of Capricorn (Rockhampton-Longreach) winter rainfall becomes 
an important part of the annual total, being about 30 per cent., while it 

. rises to about 40 per cent. along the southern border of the State. The 
east coast of Queensland, both tropical and sub-tropical portions, receives 
a substantial portion of its rain in winter, but on the tropical coast this 
is mainly due to the prolongation of the autumn rains into April and May, 
while July, August, and September are relatively dry months. 

The winter rains of sub-tropical Queensland are usually sufficient for 
the growing of winter crops such as wheat and oats in the agricultural 
areas, while in the pastoral areas they often produce a useful growth of 
winter "herbage". Along the east coast winter rains are a factor in 
maintaining the growth of sugar cane and fruit and vegetable crops. 

Maps showing average summer and winter rainfall throughout 
Queensland are shown on pages 12 and 13. 

Variability of Rainfall.-The variability, or uncertainty, of Queensland 
rainfall increases with the distance from the coast. Thus the western and 
south-western parts of the State have both the lowest rainfall and the 
greatest proportional variations from normal. This is due to the fact that 
unusual atmospheric conditions have to exist in order to produce good rains 
far inland, and the favourable combination of barometric pressures and 
moist air inflow occurs only rarely, being entirely absent in some years :and 
giving good rains several times in other years. The inland areas are largely 
shut off from the more frequent and regular rain-producing influences of 
the coastal lands--cyclones, coastal showers, and precipitation from moist 
winds (mainly south-easterlies) forced to rise over coastal ranges. Maps 
illustrating variability of summer and winter rainfall appeared on pages 
12 and 13 of the 1947 Year Boole. 

There is a great difference in reliability of summer and winter rain 
between north and south Queensland. North Queensland has highly reliable 
summer rains, particularly in the east coast and Peninsula areas. Winter 
rains are very unreliable in north Queensland, except for the regular late 
autumn falls of the Cooktown-Ingham, Proserpine-Mackay, and Cape York 
areas. 

In southern Queensland good summer rainfall is slightly less reliable 
than in north Queensland, except for the south coastal fringe, which has 
an assured summer rainfall. However, good winte.r rainfall is far more 
reliable in south Queensland. It is very certain near the coast, and 
sufficiently frequent in sub-coastal and inland south Queensland to be of 
economic value fDr winter crops such as wheat and oats. 
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SUMMER RAINFALL-QUEENSLAND. 

The lines on the maps show the number of inches of rain which most 
frequently falls in summer (October-March) and in winter -<April-September). 
These are modal values and are rather lower than the arithmetic average rainfalls 
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WINTER RAINFALL-QUEENSLAND. 
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for summer and winter, as the mode is unaffected by the size of abnormally high 
or low rainfalls which sometimes occur. Winter rainfall is only important south 
of Rockhampton and on the north coastal fringe. 
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5. RAINFALL AND RURAL INDUSTRY. 

The predominantly summer-rainfall climate has largely determined the 
development of Queensland agriculture. Sugar eane is by far the most 
important erop, and is grown on the wettest parts of the east eoast. The 
chief areas are the two wet strips of the tropical coast-the Cairns-Ingham 
and the Proserpine-Sarina strips. In both these strips the coastline runs 
almost due north and south, and the coastal ranges are high, giving condi­
tions favourable for heavy and frequent rainfall from moist south-easterly 
winds, particularly in the Babinda-Tully section of the northern strip where 
annual average rainfall ranges from 120 to 180 inches. Excessive rainfall, 
short of the cane being completely submerged by floods, is no deteJTent to 
the crop, which can also stand the relatively dry periods of winter and 
spring. Cane is also grown, under irrigation, in the drier part of the 
tropical coast, on the fertile river silts at Ayr and Home Hill, and at Giru, 
which receive only about 40 inches of rain annually. Cane-growing is 
widespread on the sub-tropical coast, from Bundaberg to Beenleigh (south 
of Brisbane). Except for the 65-inch Nambour-Maroochy area, the rest 
of this southern cane is grown in areas receiving 40 to 50 inches 
annually, which is near the lower limit of rainfall required. Irrigation is 
used on two large company plantations in the Bundaberg district with 
decided improvement in yields. The Bundaberg, Maryborough, and Brisbane 
cane areas can expect a summer rainfall less· than 15 inches (a severe 
drought for cane) once in ten years, with less severe droughts more fre­
quently. Mackay, Proserpine, and the Cairns-Ingham regions never receive 
less than 15 inches of summer rain. 

Dairying, next to sugar the most important primary industry in 
coastal Queensland, depends al~ost wholly on grasses, both natural and 
introduced, which make the bulk of their growth in summer. The grasses 
reach maturity in autumn and become fibrous and relatively unpalatable 
in the cooler and drier weather of winter, with consequent low production 
of milk in late winter and in spring. The reliability of summer rainfall 
is sufficient to produce a good growth of summer grass nearly every year 
in the main dairying districts, namely Moreton, Maryborough, Downs, and 
Rockhampton Statistical Divisions. However, the western part of the 
Darling Downs and the Maranoa (Roma) district have an expectation of 
less than 15 inches of summer rain one year in two and are marginal 
dairying districts for natural pastures. To maintain winter production 
some dairy farmers sow winter-growing grazing crops, such as oats. 
The reliability of winter rainfall is such that insufficient rain for these 
crops can be expected on the Darling Downs and Upper Burnett about 
one year in four, while poor distribution of such rain throughout the 
winter may cause additional failures. Conservation of summer-grown 
crops and fodder surpluses as ensilage or hay is not practised to any extent, 
largely owing to a shortage of labour and machinery for this heavy work. 

Crops which require a summer rainfall are grown in the coastal and 
sub-coastal parts of Queensland, particularly on the better soils and alluvial 
river flats. The most important are maize, sorghum, lucerne, bananas, 
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pineapples, cotton, citrus, pumpkins, potatoes, tomatoes, tobacco, and pea­
nuts. Peculiarly enough, wheat, which is a typical winter-growing cereal, is 
in good seasons more important than maize in Queensland. It is grown 
on the fertile black soil plains of the Darling Downs. The yields 
fluctuate considerably, but the average per acre is higher than in the 
other mainland States. This is due to the fertile soil (no superphosphate 
is used), and to the fact that portion of the ample summer rainfall of the 
Downs (16 to 20 inches) is retained in the subsoil to supplement the 
relatively scanty winter falls. In recent years, production of grain 
sorghum, which is a summer-growing cereal capable of being harvested 
mechanically, has expanded r"apidly on the Downs and in other parts of 
sub-coastal Queensland. 

Inland Queensland has, as its paramount asset, natural grass, which 
supports most of the sheep and a large proportion of the beef cattle of 
the State. Summer rainfall predominates, and summer-growing species of 
grass such as Mitchell and Flinders are the main feed. In the southern 
part the average winter rainfall is 3 to 8 inches, and, when this comes 
in reasonably heavy falls, it produces a considerable quantity of winter­
growing grasses and edible plants, locally known as "herbage". The 
northern inland expects only 1~ to 2 inches of winter rain, and heavy 
winter rain is considered no advantage as it frequently produces no 
herbage and merely blackens and spoils the dry standing summer grasses 
on which the stock rely. 

In the inland pastoral districts 15 inches or more of summer rain 
produces a very good season, provided it comes in several soaking falls. 
In southern and central inland Queensland, of which Charleville and Long­
reach are typical, over 15 inches fall about one summer in four. In the 
northern inland, of which Richmond is typical, this occurs more frequently, 
one year in two or three. Taking less than 10 inches of summer rain as 
a measure of a poor season in these pastoral districts, Charleville and 
Longreach expect such a season rather less often than one year in two, 
and Richmond about one year in four. On the other hand, Charleville 
expects good winter rains (6 inches or over) one year in two, Longreach 
one year in five, and Richmond one year in nine. Pastoral settlement under 
such climatic conditions is stable but sheep and cattle numbers vary con­
siderably, and considerable skill in management of flocks and herds, pad­
docks and water, and fodder supplies is required by the pastoralist. Severe 
droughts, with low rainfall for more than a year, have occasionally been 
experienced in inland Queensland. The worst on record was between 1900 
and 1902, while less severe and rather less general droughts occurred in 
the late 1870 's, mid-1880's, 1915-16, 1925-26, 1935-36, and 1945-46. 

Further towards the western border of' the State both rainfall and its 
reliability fall, and the holdings are larger with cattle as the usual stock, 
as against sheep in the better inland areas discussed above. Summer rain 
totals of 10 inches or more are expected at Thargomindah, Windorah, and 
Boulia only one year in five, and winter falls of 6 inches or more only one 
year in five or six at the first two places, and one year in thirty at Boulia. 
Under such conditions pastoral activity is rather on an organised nomadic 
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basis, with some larger owners holding a number of stations in the far west 
anj other districts, stock being moved around to catch the season. 

Distribution of rainfall over the growing season, which canuot be 
measured by any recognised statistical method, is a factor of greater 
importance in a warm climate, where evaporation and the rate of use of 
water by the crop are high, than it is in cold climates, where these are 
low. Most of the crops in coastal and sub-coastal Queensland are summer 
grown, or, like sugar cane and orchard crops, make the bulk of their 
growth in summer. The ideal distribution of summer rainfall for most 
crops is to have good spring falls to start growth and regular falls through 
late spring and summer, with not more than two or three weeks of dry 
weather at any time. This ideal distribution rarely happens, and although 
the distribution of summer rainfall is fairly dependable, spring rainfall 
is rather erratic throughout Queensland. Hence Queensland agricultural 
research has been towards developing hardy strains of plants which can 
withstaud early dry weather, but still can take advantage of heavy rainfall 
when it comes. Cultural methods include inter-row cultivation of such 
crops as cane, maize, and orchards to prevent weed competition and retar(j 
surface evaporation. Pastures, both coastal and inland, often suffer b," 
scanty spring rainfall, which retards growth at a time when the stock 
most need it after the relatively dry winter. However, the inland pastures 
of Mitchell and Flinders grasses are highly drought resistant, and their 
perennial root-stocks allow them to take immediate advantage of rain 
when it falls. The natural coastal pastures are relatively drought resistant 
but are coarse grasses, and research is being done to find more palatable 
and nutritious species with a good degree of drought resistance. 

6. SEASONAL ACTIVITIES IN RURAL INDUSTRY. 

Owing to the great size of Queensland, with its great climatic differ­
ences, the times for the various activities in the seasonal calendar of rural 
industries vary according to local conditions. Sheep are shorn all the year 
round in the State, with the greatest activity during the spring and autumn. 
Times of planting and harvesting, and the length of the active growing 
season, of the principal crops are summarised in the next table. 

TIMES OF PLANTING AND HARVESTING PRINCIPAL CROPS, QUEENSLAND. 

Crop. 

Apples 
Arrowroot 
Bananas 
Barley 

Canary Seed 
Citrus Fruits 
Cotton 
Deciduous Fruits 
Grapes 

Time of Planting, 
Length of] 

I] Growing I Main Time of Harvesting. 
Season. 

I 

--------------
. . . . .. I Months. February, March 

August to October 'I 8-10 June to August 

I 
'] All year .. Green'Fodde~':""Mar~h 

I 
to July 

Grain-,-May, June 

'I May, June 

October to December , 

4!-5 
4!-5 

5-7 
I

, October, November 
October, November 
April to September 

, April to.June 

I 
December to March 
December to March 
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TIMES OF PLANTING AND HARVESTING PRINCIPAL CRops-continued. 

Length of 
Crop. Time of Planting. Growing Main Time of Harvesting. 

Season. 

Months. 
Green Beans .. South Queensland-

Highlands: October 3 December to 

I 
to December February 

Coast: March to June 3 May to August 
North Queensland-
Tableland: August 2!-3 November to June 

to April 
Coast: April to Aug .. 2t--3 July to August 

Hay, Lucerne .. Perennial; New ., Non-Irrigated-Chiefly 
Sowings in Autumn summer 

Irrigated-All year 
Hay, Wheaten · . April to June 3-5 September 
Hay, Oaten · . March to May 4-7 Sent. to November 
Linseed . . · . April to June 4!-5 Sept. to November 
Maize .. .. South Queensland-

Sept. to December 4t--7 March to July 
Tableland-

Nov., December 5-7 June to August 
Millet, Panicum, and September to January 3 January to March 

Setaria 
Navy Beans (Dry) December, January 3-4 March to May 
Oats .. · . March to May 4-7 October, November 
Onions .. .. April, May 5-6 October, November 
Papaws .. .. . . .. .. . . April to June, and 

September to March 
Peanuts .. · . October to December 5 March, April 
Pineapples .. · . September to January .. February, March; and 

August to October 
Potatoes (English) .. South Queensland-

February & August 3!-4t June and November 
North Queensland-

April, May 3!-4! August, September 
l;'otatoes (Sweet) · . Sept. to February 4-5 March to July 
Pumpkins .. .. September to January 5-6 March to July 
Sorghum .. · . September to January 4-5 March to May 
Sugar Cane .. .. South Queensland-

August to March 12-24 July to December 
North Queensland-

April to October 12-15 June to December 
Sunflower Seed .. September to January 4-5 February to May 
Tobacco .. .. South and Central 

Queensland-
Sept. to December 3H! February to April 

North Queensland-
Tableland: July to 3-4 Nov. to January 

October 
Coast: May & June 3-4 September 

Tomatoes .. .. South Queensland-
Highlands: October 3-4 December to March 

to December 
Coast: Jan. to Aug. 3-4 March to July 

North Queensland-
March to May 3-4 July to September 

Wheat .. .. May, June 4!-5! October, November 
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7. SEASONAL CONDITIONS IN QUEENSLAND. 

1950-51.-Unseasonable rains of exceptional volume continued during 
July, making the winter one of the wettest on record. August and Sep­
tember were dry months, but heavy rains fell in the second half of October 
and continued during November. These damaged the wheat crops, from 
which the harvest of 8·8 million bushels was only three-quarters that of 
1949 and less than two-thirds of the record production of 1948. The per­
sistent wet weather also seriously interfered with the harvesting of sugar 
cane, and hindered the preparation of land for summer-growing crops, but 
it established an abundance of early summer feed for the dairying and 
pas~oral industries. 

Exceptionally heavy rains in January caused widespread floods. Con­
siderable quantities of sugar cane had to remain uncut, and the movement 
of cream to the butter factories was hindered. Dry weather in February 
benefited the rank pastures, and facilitated the cultivation of crops, the 
harvesting of fodders, and the movement of stock. March was also a dry 
month. 

The outlook for the winter grew poor when April and May became 
the third and fourth successive dry months. Frequent frosts and per­
sistent dry winds accelerated the deterioration of pastures and crops. 
Dairy production during May was the lowest in that month for thirty 
years. Light June rains permitted the planting of most of the land 
prepared for wheat, but their benefits in other directions were small. 

1951-52.-A practically rainless July intensified the effects of the 
four earlier dry months to the stage of drought over most of the State. 
Conditions continued to deteriorate through the late winter and early 
spring, August and September bringing no rainfalls of consequence. Wide­
spread fires destroyed large areas of dry feed. 

Dairy production dropped to a very low level, but the wheat crops 
showed remarkable resistance to the harsh conditions, and over 6~ million 
bushels of excellent quality grain were eventually harvested. Cane crops 
suffered severely from the lack of sufficient moisture, the production of 
about 700,000 tons of raw sugar being almost 200,000 tons below the 
average for the previous three seasons. Conditions in most grazing areas 
were difficult. 

Improved, but still generally well below normal, October rainfalls 
were inadequate to effect any appreciable alleviation of the drought, 
which was intensified by the absence of useful falls in November. December 
rains averaged only one to two inches in most divisions. For the ten 
months ended December, some places (e.g., Rockhampton) had experienced 
their lowest, and others (e.g., Brisbane, Bundaberg, Charters Towers, 
Eidsvold, and Mackay) their second lowest, rainfalls on record. 

Good relief rains were received on the coastal belt from Maryborough 
northwards during January, but that month's falls, and also February's, 
were only sufficient in most other pa.rts of the State to induce a hesita.nt and 
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partial emergence from the drought. However, mainly ovel"-average rains 
in March and April continued and completed the rest'oration of good con­
ditions, except in the north-western pastoral areas. Late-planted crops of 
maize and sorghum made good growth and went on to yield particularly 

well. 
Over-average rains were also received in most districts during May, 

and in coastal areas they were supplemented by good falls during June. 
Good winter conditions were thereby established in the main agricultural 
districts, and a satisfactory outlook prevailed in pastoral areas, excepting 
the north-western where acute drought conditions persisted. Wheat crops, 
occupying a record area of over 700,000 acres, made an excellent beginning, 
and dairy production, which had recovered during the autumn months, 
continued at a high winter level. 

8. TRADE AND COMMERCE. 
Queensland is liberally supplied with ports which give direct 

communication overseas and with the capital cities of the other States. 
The ports, in the order which they occupy on the east coast from Brisbane 
to Thursday Island, together with the chief exports handled at each, 
are-Brisbane (wool, butter, meat, grain), Maryborough (butter, timber), 
Bundaberg (sugar, rum), Gladstone (butter, meat, coal), Rockhampton 
(wool, meat, hides, copper), Mackay (sugar), Bowen (meat, coal, sugar), 
Townsville (sugar, mineral concentrates, meat, wool), Cairns (sugar, 
timber, minerals), Thursday Island (pearl and trochus shell, ,beche-de-mer). 
Most of the direct oversea imports arrive at Brisbane, and about half 
of the total quantity of oversea exports go from Brisbane, large shipments 
also being made from Townsville, Cairns, Mackay, and Gladstone. Rock­
hampton and Bowen have smaller oversea export trades. 

The extensive, State railway system was designed originally as three 
separate systems, serving the southern, central, and northern districts. 
Development reduced and finally eliminated the gaps between them. In 
recent years main roads have been greatly extended, and, where required, 
public passenger and goods services are licensed to operate. Regular air 
passenger and freight services cover most of the State. 

External trade is relatively large, as the development of natural 
resources depends greatly on external markets. The greater portion of 
exports is sold overseas, largely in Great Britain. The greater portion of 
imports is purchased in Australia, chiefly of goods manufactured in the 
southern States. Information is given in the chapter dealing with trade. 

The main sources of the State's wealth are wool, butter, sugar, meat, 
copper, lead, gold, and general agricultural produce, the most important 
of the latter being wheat, maize, sorghum, pineapples, bananas, and 
tomatoes. Wool, butter, sugar, and meat are the chief items of oversea 
export, while sugar, fruit, and meat are the main products sent to other 
States. Australian requirements of pineapples are supplied by Queensland, 
and large quantities of bananas are sent to other States. 
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Chapter 2.-GOVERNMENT. 
1. SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

First used in 1824 as a penal settlement, Moreton Bay, the" Northern 
District of New South Wales", had become a distinct electoral division 
by 1843. It was given a separate member in 1851, two in 1853, four in 
1855, and nine in 1858. As electors of New South Wales, residents in what 
is now Queensland had enjoyed responsible government since The Constitu· 
tion Act, 1855, and when separation was effected by letters patent of 
6th June, 1859, an Order-in-Council of the same date gave Queensland a 
Constitution similar to that of New South Wales, and Sir George Bowen 
was appointed Governor of Queensland. On 10th December, 1859, t~e 
Governor landed at Brisbane and proclaimed the separation of Queensland 
from New South Wales. The Order-in-Council provided for a nominated 
Legislative Council of not less than five members appointed by the Governor 
of New South Wales for five years and such additional members as the 
Queensland Governor thought fit, to be appointed by him for life. In May, 
1860, 15 members were appointed, 11 for five years and 4 for life. There 
was also an elected Legislative Assembly consisting of 26 members returned 
by 16 electorates, the franchise including all adult males subject to a small 
property or tenancy qualification which excluded, according to the Registrar­
General of the day, "only new arrivals not six months in the Colony, aliens, 
and a few hundreds of the most worthless, wandering, and improvident 
members of the community' '. Elections were held in April and May, 1860. 
Executive government was in the hands of the Executive Council, and the 
first members were appointed by the Governor on 10th December, 1859. 

The 1859 Order-in-Council was validated by The Australian Colonies 
Act, 1861, and with the passing of The Constitution Act, 1867, responsible 
government in Queensland was consolidated. The present system of 
government, operating under the Imperial Parliament and within The 
Commonwealth Constitution Act, 1900, consists of the Governor, the 
Executive Council, and the Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council 
having been abolished from 23rd March, 1922. The Executive Council is 
composed of the Governor and the Ministers in office. Local Authorities 
operate under legislation of the Queensland Parliament. 

THE STATE MINISTRY. (As from 16th March, 1953.) 

Premier and Chief Secretary; and Vice-President of the Executive 
Council.-Hon. Vincent Clair Gair. 

Minister for Transport.-Hon. John Edmund Duggan. 
Secretary for Public Lands and Irrigation.-Hon. Thomas Andrew Foley. 
Treasurer.-Hon. Edward Joseph Walsh. 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock.-Hon. Harold Henry Collins. 
Secretary for Labour and Industry.-Hon. Arthur Jones. 
Secretary for Health and Home Affairs.-Hon. William Matthew Moore. 
Attorney-General.-Hon. William Power. 
Secretary for Public Works and Housing.-Hon. Paul Jerome Remigius 

Hilton. 
Secretary for Public Instruction.-Hon. George Henry Devries. 
Secretary for Mines and Immigration.-Hon. Ernest Joseph Riordan. 
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THE GOVERNOR. 

His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir John Dudley Lavarack, 
K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 

The present Governor of Queensland was appointed on 1st October, 
1946, and is the sixteenth holder of the office since Queensland was 
separated from New South Wales. A complete list of all Governors, and 
the date when each assumed office, is as follows;-

Sir George Ferguson Bowen, G.C.M.G. 
Colonel Samuel Wesley Blackall 
Marquis of Normanby 
William Wellington Cairns, C.M.G. 
Sir Arthur Edward Kennedy, G.C.M.G., C.B. 
Sir Anthony Musgrave, G.C.M.G. .. 

December, 1859 
August, 1868 
August, 1871 
January, 1875 
April, 1877 
November, 1883 
May, 1889 
April, 1896 
March, 1902 
November, 1905 
December, 1909 
March, 1915 
December, 1920 
February, 1927 
June, 1932 
October, 1946 

Sir Hemy Wylie Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.LE. 
Lord Lamington, G.C.M.G ... 
Sir Herbert Charles Chermside, G.C.M.G., C.B. 
Lord Chelmsford, K.C.M.G. 
Sir William MacGregor, G.C.M.G., C.B. ... 
Sir Hamilton John Goold-Adams, G.C.M.G., C.B. 
Sir Matthew Nathan, G.C.M.G., P.C.(Ire.) 
Sir John Goodwin, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., F.R.C.S. 
Sir Leslie Wilson, G.C.S.L, G.C.M.G., G.C.LE., D.S.O. 
Sir John Dudley Lavarack, K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 

State Governments.-There have been thirty-five different Governments 
in Queensland since the Colony obtained its own representative government, 
the first Government being led by Sir R. G. W. Herbert who was appointed 
Colonial Secretary on the day of separation from New South Wales. 
Leaders of the various Governments, and the dates on which their 
Governments entered office, are as follows;-

Leader. Appointed. 

Sir R. G. W. Herbert 10-12-59 
Hon. A. Macalister 
Sir R. G. W. Herbert 
Hon. A. Macalister 
Sir R. R. Mackenzie 
Sir C. Lilley 
Sir A. H. Palmer 
Hon. A. Macalister 
Hon. G. Thorn .. 
Hon. J. Douglas .. 
Sir T. McIlwraith 
Sir S. W. Griffith 
Sir T. McIlwraith 
Hon. B. D. Morehead 
Sir S. W. Griffith 
Sir T. McIlwraith 
Sir H. M. Nelson 
Hon. T. J. Byrnes 

1·2-66 
20-7-66 

7-8·66 
15·8-67 

25·11·68 
3-5·70 
8·1·74 
5·6·76 
8·3·77 

21·1·79 
13·11·83 

13·6·88 
30·11·88 

12·8·90 
27·3·93 

27-10·93 
13-4·98 

Leader. 

Sir J. R. Dickson 
Hon. A. Dawson .. 
Hon. R. Philp 
Sir A. Morgan .. 
Hon. W. Kidston 
Hon. R. Philp 
Hon. W. Kidston 
Hon. D. F. Denham 
Hon. T. J. Ryan .. 
Hon. E. G. Theodore 
Hon. W. N. Gillies 
Hon. W. McCormack 
Hon. A. E. Moore 

Appointed. 

1-10-98 
1-12-99 
7-12-99 
17-9-03 
19-1-06 

19-11-07 
18-2-08 

7-2-11 
1-6-15 

21-10-19 
26-2-25 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith .. 
Hon. F. A. Cooper 

22:10-25 
21·5·29 
17·6·32 
16·9·42 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon 
Hon. V. C. Gair 

7·3·46 
17·1·52 
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2. THE STATE PARLIAMENT. 

The Legislative Assembly is elected by adult suffrage for a period 
of three years, each member representing a separate electoral district. 
Voting is by secret ballot, the candidate receiving the greatest number of 
primary votes being elected. 

Electoral enrolment is compulsory for all persons, males and females, 
twenty-one years of age and over, who are British subjects by birth or 
naturalisation, and who have lived in Australia for six months, in 
Queensland for three months, and in an electoral district continuously for 
one month. Persons of unsound mind, and persons serving a sentence of 
imprisonment for one year or longer or attainted of treason, as well as 
aboriginal natives of Australia, Asia, Africa, and the Pacific Islands, are 
not qualified to be enrolled as electors. 

Voting at elections is compulsory, and polling-booths are provided in 
each district. An elector absent from his. own electorate may vote at any 
polling-booth as an absent voter. Even though an electorate is not contested 
at a general election, the polling-booths are opened to accommodate absent 
voters. An elector who is iII or infirm, or more than five miles from a 
polling-booth, may vote by post. There is provision for electors leaving the 

THE STATE PARLIAMENT 
~~~~~==.= ... ====~~==~====~= 

i 

Electoral District. I Place of 
Nomination. 

i 
~--.-.----'-. 

Baroona I Petrie Terrace 
Brisbane I Brisbane .. 
Bulimba .. Bulimba .. 
Buranda .. I Buranda .. 
Chermside .. Chermside 
Clayfield .. I Eagle Junction 
Coorparoo Coorparoo 
Fortitude Valley Fortitude Valley 
Ithaca i Rosalie 
Kedron . '1 Gordon Park 
Kelvin Grove .. Ashgrove .. 
Kurilpa .. West End 
Merthyr .. r New Farm 
Mount Coot-tha , Newmarket 
Mount Gravatt Holland Park 
Norman .. East Brisbane 
Nundah .. Nundah " 
Sandgate .. Saudgate .. 
Sherwood Sherwood 
South Brisbane South Brisbane 
Toowong .. :: i Taringa .. 
Windsor .. Wooloowin 

Member's Name and Political 
Party. 

.. i Power, Hon. W. (Labour) 

.. Mann, Hon. J. H. (Labour) 
'Gardner, R. J. (Labour) 
Brown, R. K. (Labour) 
Dewar, A. T. (Liberal) 
Taylor, H. B. (Liberal) 
Hiley, T. A. (Liberal) 

l'Brassington, Hon. S. J. (Labour) 
~Hanlon, Hon. E. M. (Labour) 
§ Pie, B. (Liberal) 

Turner, J. A. (Labour) 
Moores, T. (Labour) 

.. [ Moore, Hon. W. M. (Labour) 

. . Morris, K. J. (Liberal) .. 

... Dittmer, Dr. F. C. S. (Labour) 
Luckins, L. W. (Liberal) 
Roberts, F. E. (Labour) 
Decker, E. P. (Liberal) 
Kerr, T. C. (Liberal) 
Gair, Hon. V. C. (Labour) 
Munro, A. W. (Liberal) 
Rasey, T. W. (Labour) 

Wynnum .• Wynnum Central Gunn, W. M. (Labour) 
Yeronga .. Moorooka Noble, Dr. H. W. (Liberal) 

Total Metropolitan 

Area of Number 
Electorate of Persons 
in Square Qualified 

Miles. to Vote. 

Metropolitan 

Ii I 11,583 
Ii I 11,486 
61 i 12,095 
It 10,997 

23! 12,330 
2 10,979 
21 ; 11,851 
2 

! 

11,189 
2 11,301 

;11 12,920 
10,989 

Ii 11,338 

2 I 11,515 

88 I 12,597 
56 I 14,113 
3 I 11,851 

33 11,592 
19 12,335 
79 12,495 
It 11,009 
6 11,439 
2 11,209 

35 : 12,358 

41 I 11,988 

385 283,559 

• Election declared void, followiug report of Elections Tribunal; at by-election, 
14th April, 1951, R. J. Gardner (Labour) re-elected. 

t Deceased. At by-election, 18th November, 1950, M. T. Brosnan (Labour) elected. 
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State prior to the polling·day at a general election to vote before leaving. 
At by-elections any person about to leave, or who has left, the electorate 
may vote before polling-day before an Electoral Registrar. An elector who, 
because of religious scruples, is unable to vote on polling-day may vote by 
post or by attending before a Returning Officer or an Electoral Registrar. 

Any person, male or female, who is qualified to be an elector, excepting 
an insolvent, may be nominated as a candidate for any electoral district. 

From the election of 29th April, 1950, the Legislative Assembly was 
increased, by The Electoral Districts Act, 1949, from 62 to 75 members. 
The Act also divided the State into four electoral zones, each with a 
different quota of electors per district, namely, (i) the metropolitan (24 
electoral districts; quota, 10,795); (ii) the south-eastern-the coastal and 
sub-coastal areas from the border northwards nearly to Mackay (28 
districts; quota, 9,373); (iii) the northern-the north coastal, Atherton 
Tableland, and Peninsula areas (13 districts; quota, 7,696); and (iv) the 
western-the rest of the State (10 districts; quota, 4,613). 

'fhe table below shows the name and political party of each Member 
of the Legislative Assembly elected at the General Election held on 
29th April, 1950, and particulars of the voting at that election. 

GENERAL ELECTION, 29TH APRIL, 1950. 

! Votes I V, otes Cast for Candidates of each Party. 'I' 
Number I C~~;~s , ;, --,--- '-1-'--1----1 --- In-

I I I I 
formal 

of Vot"" centage Official I Inde- , 'I' : Com- Inde- Votes 
Cast. I, °Ef nTrootl~1 Labour. pendent I Country. , Liberal. I munist. 'pendent. I Cast. 

I 
Per­

centage 
of 

I In-
i formal 
j Votes 
! Cast. I ment. I I Labour·_

c 
___ I ___ I 1 ___ , 

(24 Electorates). 

10,589 I 91'4 6,439 
10,235 89·1 5,942 

3,768 223 159 1'5 
4,159 134 1·3 

11,410 I 94·3 4,024 
10,379 94·4 5,439 

3,982 3,266 138 1·2 
4,826 114 1·1 

11,645 I 94'4 4,585 6,910 150 1·3 
10,068 1 91·7 2,539 1,459 70 0·7 
11,061 93'3 4,047 6,899 115 1'0 
10,319 92·2 5,853 ~~ m H2 H 
] 0,635 94'1 6,380 4,137 118 1·1 
12,260 94'9 5,830 6,329 101 0·8 
10,406 94·7 5,785 4,515 106 1·0 
10,600 93'5 5,999 4,444 157 1'5 
10,751 93'4 5,948 4,669 134 1'2 
11,817 93·8 4,668 7,032 117 1'0 
12,993 92·1 6,702 5,890 215 186 1·4 
11,053 93·3 5,339 5,593 121 1'1 
10,869 93·8 5,624 5,122 123 1'1 
11,634 94·3 5,273 6,193 168 1'4 
11,674 93·4 4,813 6,765 96 0'8 
10,113 91·9 5,651 
10,689 93·4 3,494 
10,491, 93'6 5,213 
11,756! 95·1 7,103 
11,218 I 93'6 1 4,550 

264.665 1~-1127.240-1 

4,347 : 115 1'1 

7,101 I I 94 0'9 
5,184 1 94, 0'9 

1 ::~~~ 1

1 

______ 1 ~~~ I~ 
1130.365 538 I 3,481 3,041 1·1 

t Deceased. At by-election, 5th April. 1952, L. Eastment (Labour). elected. 
§ Resigned. At by-election, 14th April, 1951, E. G. Lloyd (Labour) elected,. 
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THE STATE PARLIAMENT 

Electoral District. Place of 
Nomination. 

I Aubigny " 
.. , Oakey 

Barambah ., ! Kingaroy 
Bremer I Booval 
Bllndaberg I Bllndaberg 
Callide Monto .. 
Carnarvon • Stan thorpe 
Condamine I Dalby .. 
Cooroora ., I Nambour 
Cunningham ., I Pittsworth 
Darlington ., I Bea udesert 
Fassifern .. ,Boonah " 
Fitzroy .. : Allenstown 
Ipswich "1 Ipswich .. 
Isis ., Childers .. 
Keppel ., Rockhampton 
Landsborough ., , Landsborough 
Lockyer ., : Laidley 
Marodian .. 1 Goomeri .. 
Maryborough .. Maryborough 
Murrumba .. Redcliffe .. 
Nash ..• Gympie .. 

"I .. 

" "I ... 
.. I 

Member's 'Name and Political 
Party. 

Sparkes, W. B. J. G. (Country) 
Bjelke·Petersen, J. (Country) 
Donald, J. (Labour) 
Walsh, Hon. E. J. (Labour) 
Jones, V. E. (Country) 
Hilton, Hon. P. J. R. (Labour) 
Allpass, F. J. (Country) 
Low, D. A. (Country) 
McIntyre, M. (Country) 
Plunkett, T. F. (Country) 
Miiller, A. G. (Country) 

.. [ Clark, J. (Labour).. .. 

. . Marsden, I. (Labour) .. 

.. , Pizzey, J. C. A. (Country) 

.. l'Ingram, W. C. (Labour) .. 

.. , Nicklin, G. F. R. (Country) 

I Chalk, G. W. W. (Liheral) 
Heading, J. A. (Country) .. 
Farrell, D. <I,abour) 
Nicholson, D. E. (Country) 
Duustan, T. (Labour) 

North Toowoomba ! East Toowoomba Wood, L. A. (Labour) 
Port Curtis . '1 Gladstone .. Burrows, J. (Labour) 
Rockhamptou ., Rockhampton Larcombe, Hou. J. (Labour) 
Somerset .. ., Brassall .. Macdonald, D. (Country) .. 
Southport .. ., , Southport Gaven, E. J. (Country) 
Toowoomba .. [ Toowoomba Duggan, Hon. J. E. (Labour) 
Warwick .. .. Warwick .. Madsen, O. O. (Country) .. 

I 

! Total South· Eastern 

.. I 

--~~~~------

Burdekiu .. 
Cairns 
Cook 
Haughton .. 
Hinchinbrook 
Mackay 
Mirani 
Mourilyan 
Mulgrave ., 
Mundingburra 
Tablelands 
Townsville 
Whitsunday 

Ayr Coburn, A. (Independent) 
Cairns Crowley, T. M. (Labour) .. 
Cairns Wordsworth, C. F. (Country) 
Towusville McCathie, C. G. (Labour) .. 
Ingham Jesson, C. G. (Labour) 

I 
Mackay .. Graham, F. D. (Labow) .. 
Sarina . . Evans, E. (Country) 

" ! Innisfail" " 'I Byrue, P. (Labour) .• "I Gordonvale . . Watson, R. H. (Country) " 
., West Townsville .. , Aikens, T. (N. Q. Labour) 
.. I Mareeba .. . . I Collins, Hon. H. H. (Labour) 
" I Townsville . . Keyatta, G. (Labour) .. 
.. Proserpine . . Roberts, L. H. S. (Country) 

I 

I Total Northern 

Area of Number 
Eloctorate of Persons 
in Square Qualified 

Mil€s. to Vote. 

South· Eastern 

I 

3,140 i 9,576 
3,020 I 9,781 

29! 1 9,767 
22! ' 9,990 

10,440 I 9,980 
8,020 ; 9,886 

11,085 
I 

10,342 
845 9,623 

2,800 

1 

10,38!} 
1,085 9,914, 
1,830 9,562 

235 9,417 
5 9,55!} 

4,540 9,70!} 
5,010 1O,03!} 
1,080 10,073 
1,250 9,478 
4,245 9,918 

140 10,324 
960 11,124 

1,160 9,768 
3! 10,381 

4,235 9,753 
21 9,973 

2,075 9,541 
350 i 10,733 

4 I 9,740 
1,130 I 

I 
9,411 

68,742l: I 277,751 

Northern 

1,470 8,305 
79 8,382 

54,250 8,596 
1,395 8,16!> 
4,575 8,103 

5 8,21!> 
2,220 8,158 
1,310 8,00!} 
1,330 8,113 
1,065 8,674 

36,820 8,425 
3t 8,202 

6,185 i 8,307 

110,7071 [107,656-= 

* Deceased. At by·election, 25th October, 1952, V. J. Cooper (Labour) elected. 
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GENERAL ELECTION, 29TH APRIL, 1950-continued. 

Votes Votes Cast for Candidates of each Party. Per-

Number C~st as I I In- cen~;ge 
of Votes cen~~~e I d : fV~te~ In-

Cast. of Total Official n e- L' Com- I Inde- formal 
Enrol- Labour. pendent Country., lberal. munist. pendent. Cast. Votes 

___ I ment. __ ,_. __ ~b~:l ____ I ____ . ___ '_ .. _______ ,---c_a_st_. 

(28 Electorates). 

8,923 93,2 
9,214 94'2 
9,333 95'6 
9,542 95·5 
9,446 94·7 
8,919 90'2 
9,403 90'9 
8,874: 92'2 

a 
a 

8,976 
8,774 
9,114 
9,220 
9,433 

a 

93'8 
93'2 
95·3 
95'0 
94'0 

1,829 
2,266 
6,100 
4,152 
3,138 
4,500 
3,546 
2,411 

2,125 
5,377 
5,778 
3,412 
5,251 

2,759b 

6,537 
6,881 

6,038 
4,354 
5,800 
6,390 

6,788 

5,539 
4,112 

3,170 
2,401 

3,313 
3,249 

514 43 
67 I 
63 

230 
270 

65 
57 
73 

63 
84 
87 

269 
70 

0'5 
0·7 
0·7 
2'4 
2'9 
0'7 
0'6 
0'8 

0·7 
1·0 
1'0 
2'9 
0·7 

8,833 93·2 2,219 5,564 1;019 31 0·4 
8,948 90'2 2,686 6,209 53 0·6 
9,977 96·6 6,397 3,377 203 2·0 

10,370 93·2 3,579 6,680 111 1·1 
9,195 94·1 4,584 4,559 i 52 0'6 
9,240 89·0 4,992 4,178 I 70 0,8 
9,237 94·7 5,296 3,871 70 0'8 

9,263 92'9 4,709 4,464 I 9
7

0
2 

I 1
0

:0
8 8,925 93·5 3,740 5,113 ' 

::~~~ :~:~ I !:~~~ 4,768 3,870 'I . . 2,~~7 :~ ~:~ 
8,790 93'4 2,758 5,965 . . I • • 67 I 0'8 

-2-30-,-53-7-1--9-3-'2- -9-8-,,~5-0_3~~:~~2~'-7_5~9- -8-1-,-17-4'-"" -4-2,-0-1-6- --.-. -I~ ~I~ 
(13 Electorates). 

'. 7,606[- 91'6 

7,327, 87'4 
7,581' 88·2 
7,598 : 
7,304

1

' 

7,570 
7,525 
7,339 

7,371 I' 

8,006 
7,571 ! 

7,266 : 

1,463c 

1,028c 
345c 

3,348c 
496c 
517c 

2,964 
3,811 

4,709 
2,812 
3,559 

2,992 

93'0 
90·1 
92·1 
92·2 
91'6 
90·9 
92·3 
90'0 
88'6 
91'6 

3,318 
4,275 
3,690 
3,492 
4,005 
4,129 
2,764 
3,168 
3,208 
1,889 
4,033 
3,699 
2,748 7,608 I 3,416 

267 

2,349 143 
3,158 
3,383 

2,664 

2,753 

271 
175 

957 

3,955 

198 
411 

I 66 
88 

I
I 1:~ 

141 
, 58 

0'9 
1'2 

1·1 
2'0 
1'9 
0'8 
0·7 

I 

52 
60 0'8 

'I' 1~~ [ n 
'---------1--------1 

99 I 1'4 

J 1,1:: !i~ 97,672 I 90'7 44,418 7,197 24,263 14,307 1,813 4,564 -_._--------_. 

aN ot contested. b Frank Barnes Labour. C North Queensland Labour. 
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THE STATE PARLIAMENT 

I I --~ 

I 
Area of i Number 

Electorate I of Persons 
in Square Qualified Electoral District. Place of 

Nomination. 
Member's Name and Political 

Party. 
I Miles. to Vote. 

! 1 I , 

Western 

Balonne .. Mitchell .. 1 Taylor, J. R. (Labour) 29,310 4,988 
Barcoo Blackall . . Davis, E. W. (Labour) 56,380 4,701 
Belyando .. Emerald .. i Foley, Hon. T. A. (Labour) 48,920 4,928 
Carpentaria Cloncurry .. i Smith, A. J. (Labour) .. , 98,040 5,420 
Charters Towers .. Charters Towers "1 Jones, Hon. A. (Labour) .. .. I 1,305 4,833 
Flinders .. Hughenden " Riordan, Hon. E. J. (Labour) 70,390 4,820 
Gregory .. Longreach .. Devries, Hon. G. H. (Labour) 91,140 4,736 
Mackenzie Clermont.. .. , Whyte, P. J. (Labour) .. 24,700 4,845 
Roma Roma .. lEwan, W. M. (Country) 12,180 5,330 
Warrego .. Charleville ·O'Shea, H. (Labour) 58,300 5,118 "I 

Total Western 490,665 49,719 

:: I Total for State 670,500 718,685 

• Deceased. At by-election, Srd March, 1951, J. J. Dufficy (Labour) elected. 

Members representing the various parties who were elected at the 
1950 Election were as follows:-Labour, 42; Country, 17; Liberal, 11; 
North Queensland Labour, 1; and Independent, 1; while 3 Country Party 
Members were returned unopposed. Following six by-elections, the Labour 
total at the end oj' 1952 was 43 and the Liberal total 10. Offices in the 
1952-53 Session of Parliament were held by the following Members:-

Spealcer.-Hon. J. H. Mann. 

Chairman of Committees.-D. Farrell. 

Temporary Chairmen of Committees.-J. Clark, E. P. Decker, 
F. D. Graham, D. Macdonald, and J. A. Turner. 

Leader of Opposition.-G. F. R. Nicklin. 

Members' Pensions.-A scheme of pensions for Members of Parliament 
was introduced from 1st January, 1949. It provides for contributions 
from all Members of £2 per week, to be subsidised by the Treasury by 
an equal amount, plus any further amounts necessary to keep the fund 
actuarily sound. To qualify for a pension an ex-Member must have 
served for 9 years; have contributed not less than £200 to the fund; and 
have attained 60 years of age, or, if he is under 60 years of age, must 
have stood for election and been defeated, failed to receive the endorse­
ment of a recognised political party, or retired through ill-health or other 
good reason acceptable to the trustees of the fund. In the case of a 
qualified ex-Member under 60 years of age, pension is payable immediately 
if he is over 50 years of age, otherwise when he reaches 50 years_ Rates 
of annuity vary from £5 to £7 per week according to length of service, 
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GENERAL ELECTION, 29TH APRIL, 1950-continued. 
-"~"~ .. --" ----

I 
I Votes :Votes Cast for Candidates of each Party. Per-I 
I Cast as centage In-Number: Per- formal of 

of Votes I centage 
Official I 

Inde- Votes In-
Cast. I of Total Com- Iude- formal 

I Enrol- Labour. t~'t~~~ i Couutry. Liberal. munist. pendent. 1 
Cast. Votes 

I ment. Cast. 
I ! 

(IO Electorates). 
---- .. _-_. 

4,3571 87'4 2,324 1,989 44 1'0 
4,166 88'6 2,828 1,300 38 0·9 
4,479 90'9 2,619 1,826 34 0·8 
4,371 80·7 2,709 1,358 243 61 1'4 
4,643 96'1 2,675 20]c I 1,643 124 2'7 
4,073 84'5 1,907 291c 1,610 I 207 58 1'4 
4,073 86·0 2,594 1,450 I I : 29 

I 

0·7 
4,314 89·0 2,184 2,076 I 

I 
54 1,3 

I 
4,993 93·7 2,308 2,631 I •• ' .. 54 I 1'1 
4,407 86'1 2,829 1,522 

1 .. 1 .. 56 I 1-3 

43,876
1 

-1--1-88'2 24,977 492 15,762 1,643 I.. 450' 552 1'3 

1
121,199 

, 1~112'195 :~--1-'1-636,750 I 92·5 295,138 10,448 
1
188,331 

I I 

c North Queensland Labour. 

the maximum being payable after 15 years' service, A widow receives 
two-thirds of the rate which her husband received or was qualified for. 
A Member leaving Parliament without qualifying for an annuity receives 
a refund of all contributions. 

3. 'fHE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT. 

Queensland was one of the six States which formed the Commonwealth 
of Australia in 1901, and was entitled to elect 6 of the 36 members of the 
Federal Senate (as was each of the other States). Legislation in 1948 
provided for an increase in the number of Senators for each State to 10. 
The number of Members of the House of Representatives (divided among 
the States in proportion to population) was raised from 75 to 123 (including 
2 non-voting Territory representatives), and Queensland's number from 
10 to 18. 

Members of both Houses are elected by adult suffrage. Half of the 
Senators for each State are elected every three years for a six-year term 
by the whole State voting as one electorate. Members of the House of 
Representatives are elected to represent single-member electorates for a 
three-year term. Preferential voting is compulsory. 

The Executive powers in the Commonwealth are vested in the Governor­
General in Council. Members of the Cabinet on leaving office technically 
remain members of the Executive Council, but actually no longer attend 
its meetings. Thus the Executive consists in fact of the Governor-General 
advised by Cabinet. Names of members of the present Commonwealth 
Executive are given on the next page. 
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THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir William John McKell, G.C.M.G. 

THE COMMONWEALTH MINISTRY. (As from 11th May, 1951.) 

Prime Minister.-Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzies, C.H., Q.C. (V.). 
Treab"urer.-Rt. Hon. Sir A. W. Fadden, K.C.M.G. (Q.). 
Vice-President of Executive Council; and Defence Prod7wtion.-Rt. Hon. 

Eric J. Harrison (N.S.W.). 
Labour and National Service, and Immigration.-Hon. H. E. Holt (V.). 
Commerce and Agriculture.-Hon. J. McEwen (V.). 
External Affairs.-Rt. Hon. R. G. Casey, C.H., D.S.O., M.C. (V.). 
Defence.-Hon. Sir P. A. M. McBride, K.C.M.G. (S.A.).a 
Health.-Rt. Hon. Sir E. C. G. Page, G.C.M.G., C.H. (N.S.W.). 
Trade and Customs.-Senator Hon. N. O'Sullivan (Q.). 
Shipping and Transport.-Senator Hon. G. McLeay (S.A.). 
Postmaster-General and Civil Aviation.-Hon. H. L. Anthony (N.S. W.). 
Army.-Hon. J. Francis (Q.). 
Attorney-General.-Senator Hon. J. A. Spicer, Q.C. (V.). 
National Development.-Senator Hon. W. H. Spooner, M.M. (N.S.W.). 
Repatriation.-Senator Hon. W. J. Cooper, M.B.E. (Q.). 
Supply.-Hon. H. Beale, Q.C. (N.S.W.). 
Interior and Wor7cs.-Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, M.V.O., O.B.E., M.C., 

E.D. (V.). 
Social Services.-Hon. A. G. Townley (T.). 
Territories.-Hon. P. M. C. Hasluck (W.A.). 
Navy and Air.-Hon. W. McMahon (N.S.W.).b 

a Defence, Navy, and Air until 17'th July, 1951. b Appointed 17th July, 1951. 

Queensland Members of the Commonwealth Parliament.-The following 
statements show names and parties of members of the Commonwealth 
Parliament elected in Queensland at the General Election of 28th April, 
1951. As this election followed a dissolution of the Senate, ten Senators 
were elected, instead of five as at ordinary elections. To restore the 
rotation of Senators whereby half of those in each State are elected every 
three years for a six-year term, the Senate decided that the first five 
elected for each State in April, 19'51, would sit until 30th June, 1956, and 
the others until 30th June, 1953. The division of the Queensland 
Senators according to their terms is shown below. 

QUEENSLAND SENATORS. 

Elected-28th April, 1951. 

Term-To 30th June, 1953. 

Brown, Hon. G. (Labour). 

Byrne, C. B. (Labour). 

Kendall, R. (Liberal). 
Maher, E. B. (Country). 

Wood, 1. A. C. (Liberal). 

Term-To 30th June, 1956. 

Benn, A. M. (LablYUr). 

Cooper, Hon. W. J., M.B.E. (Country). 

Courtice, Hon. B. (Labour). 

O'Sullivan, Hon. N. (Liberal). 

Rankin, A .• J. M. (Liberal), 
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QUEENSLAND MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Bowman 
Brisbane 
Griffith 
Lilley 
Petrie 
Ryan 

Darling Downs 
Fisher 
McPherson 
Maranoa 
Moreton .. 
Oxley 
Wide Bay 

Capricornia 
Dawson .. 
Herbert .. 
Kennedy 
Leichhardt 

General Election-28th April, 1951. 

Metropolitan. 

McColm, M. L. (Liberal). 
Lawson, Hon. G. (Labour). 
Berry, D. R. (Liberal). 
Wight, B. M. (Liberal). 
Hulme, A. S. (Liberal). 
Drury, E. N. (Liberal). 

Southern. 

Swartz, R. W. C., M.B.E., E.D. (Liberal). 
Adermann, C. F. (Country). 
Fadden, Rt. Hon. Sir A. W., K.C.M.G. (Country). 
Brimblecombe, W. J. (Country). 
Francis, Hon. J. (Liberal). 
Cameron, Dr. D. A., O.B.E. (Liberal). 
Corser, B. H. (Country). 

Central and Northern. 
Pearce, H. G. (Liberal). 
Davidson, C. W., O.B.E. (Country). 
Edmonds, W. F. (Labour). 
Riordan, Hon. W. J. F. (Labour). 
Bruce, Hon. H. A. (Labour). 

Following a dissolution of both Houses of Parliament under section 57 
of the Constitution, a General Election of Members of the House of 
Representat~ves and an Election of Senators was held on 28th April, 1951. 
First preference votes were distributed among the parties as shown in the 
following table. 

COMMONWEALTH ELECTIONS, QUEENSLAND, 28TH APRIL, 1951. 

FIRST PREFERENCE VOTES. 

Party. House of Senate. Representatives. 
-

Labour .. · . " · . · . .. 257,099 259,070 
Liberal .'. · . .. · . · . · . 193,559 .. 
Country .. .. . . .. .. · , 149,118 . . 
Liberal-Country · . .. · . .. · . . . 366,760 
Communist · . .. · . " · . 7,681 8,996 
Non-Party .. .. . . · . · . · . I 19,521 10,231 

Total Valid Votes · . · . · . 626,978 645,057 
Informal .. .. .. .. · . · . 12,355 31,793 

Total Votes' Cast .. · . · . 639,333 a 676,850 

a One division uncontested. 
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Details of the voting at the 1951 Commonwealth Election, together witJi 
the name of the party for which each candidate stood, are given in the 
following table. The place of nomination for each electorate is shown in 
italics, and the elected member is shown first in the list for each electorate. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION, QUEENSLAND, 

28TH APRIL, 1951. 

Name of DiViSi_on_'_I_E_le_ct_,o_rs_l: __ N_a_m_e_O_f_c_a_n_d_id_a_te_'_1

1 

Candidate's Party. Enrolled. 

-----.-

. .1' Liberal .. Bowman.. .. 
(South Brisbane) 

Brisbane.. .. I 
(Brisbane) 

Capricornia .. 
(Rockhampton) 

Darling Downs .. 
(Toowoomba) 

Dawson .. 
(Mackay) 

Fisher .. 
(Gympie) 

Griffith .. . . 
(South Brisbane) 

Herbert .. 
(Townsville) 

Kennedy .. 
(Oharters Towers) 

Leichhardt 
(Oairns) 

Lilley.. .. 
(Albion, Bris.) 

McPherson 
(Southport) 

Maranoa 
(Dalby) 

42,205 McColm, M. L. 
Lyons, M. G. 
Hanson, M. E. 

38,038 Lawson, G ... 

34,407 

38,469 

MacDonagh, D. 
Graham, A. L. 

Pearce, H. G. 
Gardner, H. S. 

Swartz, R. W. C. 

36,082 Davidson, C. W. 
Hyde, G. J. C. 

42,247 Adermann, C. F. 
Arnell, G. E. 

37,964 Berry, D. R. 

39,401 

31,181 

Thieme, W ... 

Edmonds, W. F. 
Jeffrey, D. D. 
Phelan, G. G. P. 

Riordan, W. J. F. 
Browne, S. U. 

37,936 Bruce, H. A. 
Gilmore, T. V. 
Anear, R. A. 

42,594 Wight, B. M. 
Hadley, J. W. 
Collings, W. L. S. 

35,244 Fadden, A. W. 
Rosser, J. H. 

.. Labour .. 

.. I' Communist .. 

.. Labour .. 

.. Liberal .. 

.. i Communist .. 

.. Liberal 

., Labour 

.. Liberal 

.. Country 

.. Labour 

.. Country 

.. Labour 

.. Liberal 

.. Labour 

.. Labour 
Country 

.. Communist .. 

.. Labour 

.. Country 

.. Labour 

.. Country 

.. Communist .. 

.. Liberal 

.. Labour 

.. Non-Party .. 

.. Country 

.. Non-Party .. 

34,561 Brimblecombe, W. J. Country 
Labour 
Non-Party .. 

Dohring, A. .. .. 
Russell, C. W. . . 

First 
Preference 

Votes. 

21,410 
16,637 

1,552 

18,588 
13,883 

2,225 

17,073 
15,848 

a 

19,058 
14,773 

29,417 
10,952 

19,019 
16,373 

19,445 
15,332 

1,160 

16,700 
11,038 

16,827 
16,163 

1,329 

22,945 
15,055 

1,681 

24,899 
8,338 

10,316 
11,989 

9,502 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION, QUEENSLAND, 

28TH APRIL, 1951-continuea. 

Name of Division. I Electors I : i First 
Enrolled. Name of Candidate. I Candidate's Party, i Preference 

I Votes. i 
I : 

.1 

I Lib~," Moreton 48,477 ! Francis, J. 27,146 
(Mt. Gravatt, Mansfield, R. C. E. Labour i 17,661 

Brisbane) Yarrow, W. H. T. 

i ~;::~ist I 

813 

Oxley 38,086 Cameron, D. A. 21,219 
(Ipswich) Crilly, A. A. Labour 1 14,648 I 

O'Connor, F. G. Communist 602 

Petrie 45,090 Hulme, A. S. Liberal 24,843 
(Albion, Bris.) Bredhauer, P. J. Labour 17,533 

Ryan 46,501 Liberal I Drury, E. N. 26,021 
(Toowong, Bris.) Luton, B. F. i Labour 16,733 

Wide Bay 42,035 Corser, B. H. I Country 22,895 
(Maryborough) : Wallace, T. J. Labour 17,337 

I 

a Elected unopposed. 

4. STATE GOVERNMENTS. 

All six States of the Commonwealth have the parliamentary system of 
executive government, and the names of the Premiers of the States and 
the dates of the last elections are shown hereunder. 

State. 
N.S.W. 
Victoria 
Queensland 
S. Australia 
W. Australia 
Tasmania 

Premier. 

Hon. J. J. Cahill (Labour) 
Hon. J. Cain (Labour) 
Hon. V. C. Gair (Labour) 
Hon. T. Playford (Liberal-Country) 
H{)n. A. R. G. Hawke (Labour) 
Hon. R. Cosgrove (Labour) 

Last Election. 
February, 1953 

.. December, 1952 
March, 1953 
March, 1953 

February, 1953 
May, 1950 

The Parliaments of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South 
Australia, and Western Australia are elected for a term of three years, 
while that of Tasmania is elected for a term of five years. 

5. ALL AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENTS. 

A comparison of the number of members of the Parliaments of 
Australia, their salaries, and the total cost of Parliamentary Government, 
is given in the table on the next page. The cost for Executive includes 
the Governor-General's or Governor's establishment, Ministers' salaries, 
and all costs of the Executive Council. 
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PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT IN AUSTRALIA, 1950-51. 

''''; 
.. ..; 

I ~ ~ ..., . 01 
~ .$ "'..., "'" .~ 

.. 
8t1 

Particulars. 0;; 0'" ;; .., 
~ "''' '" ~~ S" = .. " .; 

S" ,,~ .., .. 
~-< 

~ " ~ l1l e 8 " " 0 Z CJI '" Eo< Eo< 
---------------------

Membersa-
Upper House 
Lower House 

Annual Salary a_ 
Upper House 
Lower House 

Total Cost-­
Executive 
Parliament 

Total 

Cost per Head­
Executive 
Parliament 

Total 

.. 

.. 
No. 60 60 34 .. 
No . 123 94 65 75 

£ 1500b 300 C 1050dl .. 
£ 1500b 137·5 C 1050d 1375 

i 
.. £1,000 92 71 89 53 
.. £1,000 1,533 360 212 194 

.. £1,000 1,625 431 301 247 

I 
20 30 
39 50 

938" 1000! 
938e 1000f 

24 35 
158 178 

182 213 

s. d. 0 
s. d. ,3 

3 0 
8 2 

5090110 
3111334 

8 1 
5 6 

3 3 
2 5 

a At 30th June, 1951. 

19 223 
30 476 

44 408 
73 2,708 

117 3,116 

1 1 
1 6 

o 
6 

b Increased from 1st January, 1952, to £1,750, plus tax-free allowances for 
expenses incurred in duties as a member as follows :-Senators, £550 per annum; 
Members of House of Representatives, £400 to £900 per annum, according to size of 
electorate. 

c Increased to £500 (Upper House) and £1,875 (Lower House) from 1st 
January, 1952. 

d Subject to automatic cost of living adjustments amounting. to £234 at 
30th June, 1951. Plus £100 for non·metropolitan electorates. 

e Average. Actual sala1'Y varies according to electorate. Incr~ased to average 
of £1,188 from 1st July, 1951. 

f Subject to adjustment in accordance with variations of the State basic wage, 
amounting to £180 at 30th June, 1951. Plus £50 where any part of electorate is 
more than 50 miles from Perth. . 

g Average. Actual salary varies according to electorate, and, from 1st July, 
1951, is subject to cost of living adjustment, amounting, at 1st May, 1952, to £307. 

6. DIVISIONS OF QUEENSLAND. 

At present, there are a number of different types of divisions used for 
various administrative purposes. The principal types are briefly described 
in the following paragraphs. 

(a) Local Government Areas: In the past, local government areas have 
been created as each part of the State became populated, but the present 
trend is towards a reduction in the number of areas together with the 
delegation of wider powers. 

Prior to separation, Brisbane and Ipswich were the only two muni­
cipalities incorporated under the New South Wales Municipalities Act of 
1858, but this Act was repealed in 1864. At that time there were 16 
municipalities, and the new Act declared that wherever cities, towns, or 
rural districts had not less than 250 inhabitants new municipalities could 
be created. 
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The Local Government Act, 1878, divided existing mnnicipalities into 
boroughs and shires, the former comprising towns, and the latter, country 
districts. This was followed by The Divisional Boards Act, 1879, which 
divided the whole of Queensland, exclusive of boroughs and shires, into 
divisions, so that by 1880 there were 94 municipal divisions of the State. 
Thf! Local Works Loans Act, 1880, made it possible for local authorities 
to finance public works. 'fen years later came The Valuation and Rating 
Act, 1890, which, for the first time in any country, based taxation for local 
government purposes on the unimproved value of land instead of on the 
annual value. 

The Local Government Act, 1902, consolidated the Acts of 1878 and 
1879 and classified shires and divisions as shires; and municipalities, other 
than shires, as cities and towns. Brisbane, Rockhampton, and Townsville 
were declared to be cities, and power was given to the Governor in Council 
to create, abolish, and alter local government areas. As a result, the 
number of local authorities increased from 160 in 1902 to 164 in 1910 
and 186 in 1916. This was the maximum number reached. There were 
170 in 1920, 148 in 1930, and, in June, 1949, the number was rednced 
from 144 to 134. 

With the passing of The Local Government Act, 1936, all previous 
Acts were consolidated, all municipalities being termed Areas and 
classified into (a) Cities, (b) Towns, and (c) Shires. The Act delegates 
wide powers. From June, 1949, there were 12 Cities, 10 Towns, and 
112 Shires. 

The City of Brisbane is governed hy The Local Government Act, 
1936, where its own City of Brisbane Act is silent, or where an ordinance 
has not been issued under that Act (with the authority of the Governor 
in Council) altering the application of The Local Government Act to 
Brisbane. The Greater Brisbane Municipality was created in 1925. 
Brisbane is the only Australian capital city which is not divided for 
local government purposes. 

(b) Counties and Parishes: These divisions have been used throughout 
the State for survey purposes; and, having followed natural boundaries as 
far as possible, they have been used as the basis for defining other 
administrative divisions. 

(0) Petty Sessions Districts: Under The Justices Acts, 1886 to 1932, 
power was given to the Governor in Council to designate Petty Sessions 
Districts. Originally Police Districts, their numbers increased with the 
growth of municipalities. 

(d) Electoral Districts: Qneensland is divided by The Electoral 
Districts Act, 1949, into 75 State Electoral Districts, distributed among 
four zones (see page 23), consideration being given in making the division 
to (a) community of interest, (b) means of communication, (c) physical 
features, and Cd) boundaries of Petty Sessions Districts and of Local 
Authority Areas. 

Under the Commonwealth Elections Act and The Elections Acts, 1885 to 
1898, Amendment Act of 1900, Queensland forms one electorate for the 

Z 
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election of Senators. For the election of Members of the House of 
Representatives the State is divided into eighteen Electoral Divisions, each 
returning one Member. 

(e) Basic Wage Districts: The State Industrial Court, acting under 
the powers conferred on it by The Industrial Arbitration Act, 1916, divided 
the State into five districts for Basic Wage purposes in November, 1921. 
These districts are South-Eastern, South-Western, Mackay, North-Eastern, 
and North-Western; they have not been altered since 1921. On the frontis­
piece map the boundaries of these districts are shown in blue. -

(I). Pastoral Districts: Under The Crown Lands (Pastoral Leases) 
Act, 1863, fifteen Pastoral Districts were proclaimed. These were used for 
administrative purposes, but are now practically obsolete. 

(g) Statistical Divisions: Statistical collections in the State are based 
generally on Local Authority Areas. For convenience of comparison, the 
Local Authorities are grouped into thirteen Statistical Divisions, each 
constituting as far as possible a natural region of the State. The frontis­
piece map indicates in red the areas covered by these Divisions, and the maps 
on pages 370 and 371 show the Local Authorities in each Division. 

(h) Develop'TIlent Regions: In 1947, the State was divided into 
eighteen regions for developmental purposes. Each region consists of 
a group of Local Authority Areas which may be expected to share 
common economic and social interests. It is also intended that they 
shall form the basis for the decentralisation of government and semi­
governmental administration and development. Further details of the 
individual regions are given on pages 134 and 135. 
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Chapter 3.-POPULATION AND HEALTH. 
1. POPULATION. 

At 31st December, 1856, there were 18,544 persons in Queensland, 
then a portion of the Colony of New South Wales; and in 1859, the year 
of separati'On, the population was 23,520. Thereafter, the growth of the 
population was rapid, reaching 392,116 in December, 1890, 493,847 in 1900, 
750,624 in 1920, 1,031,452 in 1940, and 1,219,606 in 1951. 

The first Census taken in Queensland was on 7th April, 1861, when the 
population was 30,059 (18,121 males, 11,938 females). A Census was then 
taken by the Colonial Government at five-year intervals to 1901, oo:cept in 
1896, and later Censuses have been made by the Commonwealth Government 
in 1911, 1921, 1933, and 1947. During the intercensal period 1933 to 
1947, the population 'Of Queensland increased by 16·8 per cent., which 
was more than in any other State. Increases in other States were:­
New South Wales, 14·8 per cent. ; Western Australia, 14'5; Tasmania, 
13'0; Vict'Oria, 12'9; and South Australia, 11·2. These increases comprise 
natural increase (excess of births over deaths) which has become greater 
in absolute numbers as the population has increased, although the rate 
per 1,000 of population was falling during the first thirty years of the 
present century, and net migration increase (excess 'Of arrivals over 
departures) which has fluctua.ted from year to year, according to gold 
disroveries, war, and general economic conditions. 

During the latest intercensal period, most of the additional popula­
tion was due to natural increase, and the rate of total increase was 
much more even as between States than it waS in the previous intercensal 
period, 1921 to 1933. 

The following table shows the population of all States at Censuses 
since 1901, and the Queensland population for tropical and sub-tropical 
areas for the 1921, 1933, and 1947 Censuses. 

At the 1861 Census, the population of Queensland was 30,059; at 1871, 
120,104; at 1881, 213,525; at 1891, 393,718. 

--

Stat e Dr TerritDry. 

nsland-
b.trDpieal .. 

Quee 
Su 
Tr 
To 

opical .. 
tal .. .. 
. Wales · . 
ria .'. 

h Australia 

N. S 
Victo 
Sout 
W.A 
Tasm 
N.T 
A.C. 

ustralia · . 
ania .. 

erritory · . 
Territory · . 

Au stralia · . 

I 

POPULATION OF STATES AT CENSUSES. 

1901. 1911. 1921. 1933. 1947. 

n n 574,575 706,738 853,040 
n n 181,397 240,796 253,375 

498,129 605,813 755,972 947,534 1,106,415 
1,354,846 1,646,734 2,100,371 2,600,847 2,984,838 
1,201,070 1,315,551 1,531,280 1,820,261 2,054,701 

358,346 
I 

408,558 495,160 580,949 646,073 
184,124 282,114 332,732 438,852 502,480 
172,475 191,211 213,780 227,599 257,078 

4,811 3,310 3,867 4,850 10,868 
a 1,714 2,572 8,947 16,905 

3,773,801 
I 

4,455,005 5,435,734 6,629,839 1 7,579,358 
I 

a Included with New SDuth Wales, 11 NDt avaIlable, 
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The populaticn of Queensland in 1859 was the second smallest of the 
six Colonies, Western Australia's being the smallest. In 1867 it exceeded 
that of Tasmania, and in 1885 that of South Australia, and since that date 
it has retained third place. According to the Censuses taken by the several 
Colonies in 188], the population of Queensland was 9'5 per cent. of the 
Australian total, and this figure has increased since then to the last Census, 
when the percentage was 14·6. 

The following table shows the growth of the population of Queensland 
during the last ten years. The mean populations for the calendar years 
and for the financial years are given in separate columns, as they are 
frequenrly required for calculations of rates per head. 

POPULATION OF QUEENSLAND, GROWTH SINCE 1941. 

i At 31st December. 
Mean for Mean for Year. ._--- -- Year Ended Year Ended 

I 
I 30th June. 31st Decembe Males. Females. I Total. 
I 

r. 

1941 .. 537,879 500,592 1,038,471 1,032,122 1,036,555 1942 .. 534,767 503,158 1,037,925 1,036,690 1,036,016 1943 .. 542,738 511,846 1,054,584 1,040,433 1,047,421 1944 · . 548,848 519,407 1,068,255 1,054,810 1,061,467 1945 · . 556,829 528,035 1,084,864 1,068,630 1,076,610 

1946 
" 563,013 533,818 1,096,831 1,084,125 1,090,238 1947 .. 569,480 541,341 1,110,821 1,097,303 1,105,360 1948 · . 580,030 552,535 1,132,565 

I 

1,112,722 1,123,416 1949 .. 594,154 566,146 1,160,300 1,134,738 1,147,523 
1950 · . 609,666 581,579 1,191,245 1,163,084 1,178,851 

1951 -.. 623,003 596,603 1,219,606 i 1,192,907 1,207,236 I 
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Australian States.-The estimation of the populations of individual 
States and Territories has always presented more difficulty than for the 
Commonwealth as a whole. In the latter case, only births, deaths, and 
oversea migration (all of which are recorded with reasonable accuracy) 
have to be taken into account. In estimating populations for individual 
States, however, interstate migration has also to be reckoned with. 
Movement between States is unhampered by regulations, and has proved 
difficult to record accurately, particularly movements by road. Only at 
Census times is an accurate check on State populations possible. 

The mean population of each State for any year is a weighted 
average of t):le actual population at the beginning and end of 'the first 
quarter, and the ends of the second, third, and fourth quarters. 

The following table shows for each State and Territory the estimated 
population at the end of, and the mean population during, the financial 
year 1950-51 and the calendar year 1951, and also masculinity rates. 

POPULATION OF AUSTRALIAN STATES AND TERRITORIES. 

State or Territory. 

N. S. Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
N. Territory 
A. C. Territory .. 

Australia 

_E_s_tl_m_a_te_d_p,_OP_U_Ia_t_lo_n_. ~ I Mean POPUlatlon'

j 

I Masc~Iinity 
Year Ended I Year Ended 3°\~l;me, 

3°\\lre, 31~~~~C., 30th June, ,31st Dec., a . 

~:;i;:lig~ , ~:~~;;g~g Ii, ~g~:~ 3,317,182 
2,269,291 
1,211,240 

720,040 
581,486 
290,838 

16,422 
24,892 

8,431,391 

3,358,760 
2,291,354 
1,219,606 

729,836 
591,602 
307,014 

15,527 
25,036 

8,538,735 

1,192,907 1,207,236 104·7 
711,007 720,144 99·4 
571,349 581,459 105·9 
287,590 292,939 105·2 

15,540 15,992 163·7 
22,096 24,395 i 124·9 

8,311,304 I 8,429,990 I 102·1 

a Males per 100 females. 

Masculinity.-The population of early Queensland had a large excess 
of males. In 1860, the masculinity rate (i.e., the number of males for 
each 100 females) was 150; it has declined more or less steadily ever since. 
Like Western Australia and Tasmania, however, Q.ueensland still has an 
excess of about 5 males for every 100 females. In the other three States 
the sexes are almost evenly divided. Tasmania's early surplus of males 
had disappeared by 1926 but has developed again in recent years, whereas 
in Queensland and Western Australia there has always been a gradually 
decreasing excess of males. 

Increase of Population.-The following table shows population increases 
by natural increase and by migration for each State and Australia from 
January, 1922, to December, 1951. The years have been combined to give 
details for five periods of six years, the first of which covers the period 
of reconstruction after the 1914-1918 War, the second the economic 
recession of the early 1930s, the third the period of economic recovery, 
the fourth the 1939-1945 War years, and the fifth the post-war y(>ars. 



33 QUl!]l!}NSLAND YEAR BOOK. 

POPULATION INCREASE, AUSTRALIA. 

Total Persons. I 
Annual Average per 1,000 of 

Population. 
State. 

~N-a-t-ur-a-I ----,--I-N-et-I-m-nu~·-'I~-To-ta~l-I Natural 
Increase. gration. Increase. Increase. I Net I~mi-I Total 

gratlOn. Increase. 

1st January, 1922, to 31st December, 1927. 

N. S. Wales 197,735 104,230 301,965 

1 

14·50 7·64 22·14 
Victoria .. 116,841 74,264 191,105 11·75 7·47 19·22 
Queensland 73,343 37,318 110,661 14·87 7·57 22·44 
S. Australia 40,294 27,594 67,888 i 12·55 8·60 21·15 
W. Australia 29,836 33,513 63,349 

i 
13·50 15·17 28·67 

Tasmania .. 19,698 -19,223 475 

I 

14·95 -14·59 0·36 

Australiaa 477,963 262,109 740,072 13·54 7·43 I 20·97 

1st January, 1928, to 31st December, 1933. r 

N. S. Wales 162,992 16,872 179,864 I 10·67 1·10 11·77 
Victoria .. 85,739 -3,092 82,647 7·97 -0·29 7·68 
Qqeensland 62,128 10,520 72,648 11·30 1·91 13'21 
S. Australia 28,771 -15,724 13,047 8·35 -4·56 3·79 
W. Australia 28,813 11,554 40,367 11·13 4·46 15·59 
Tasmania .. 15,553 -2,594 12,959 11·51 -1·92 9·59 

Australiaa 384,670 20,467 405,137 9·86 0·53 10·39 

1st January, 1934, to 31st December, 1939.b l" 

N. S. Wales 126,471 25,316 151,787 7·86 1·57 9·43 
Victoria .. 61,544 692 62,236 5·55 0·06 5·61 
Queensland 58,932 10,514 69,446 9·99 1·78 11·77 
S. Australia 21,098 -5,312 15,786 5·96 -1·50 4·46 
W. Australia 26,126 986 27,112 9·59 0·36 9·95 
Tasmania .. 14,235 -3,923 10,312 10·06 -2·77 7·29 

Australiaa 309,456 31,719 341,175 7·57 0·78 8·35 

1st January, 1940, to 31st December, 1945.b T 

-----
! N. S. Wales 167,119 I 11,364 

I 

178,483
1 

9·78 
I 

0·66 10·44 
Victoria .. 96,857 I 48,996 145,853 8·23 , 4·16 12·39 
Queensland 79,789 -11,319 68,470 12·81 i -1,82 10·99 
S. Australia 35,526 -1,693 33,833 i 9·69 I -0·46 9·23 
W. Australia 33,055 -16,615 i 16,«0 I 

11·56 
I 

-5·81 5·75 
Tasmania .. 17,261 -9,985 

I 
7,276 . 11·87 

I 
-6·87 5·00 

I 

Australiaa 431,715 I 21,209 452,924 9·99 I 0·49 10·48 

1st January, 1946, to 31st December, 1951.b 

N. S. Wales 236,660 188,886 425,546 I 12·88 10·28 i 23·16 
Victoria .. 154,835 122,079 276,914 I 12·25 9·66 

I 

21·91 
Queensland 106,778 27,608 134,386 I 15·72 4·06 19·78 
S. Australia 59,090 39,542 98,632 14·79 9·90 24·69 
W. Australia 51,146 49,276 100,422 16·32 15·72 32·04 
Tasmania .. 27,813 

I 

28,713 56,526 16·85 17·39 I 
34·24 

Australiaa 641,687 464,517 1,106,204 13·72 I 9·93 I 23·65 

a Including Northern Territory and Australian Oapital Territory. 
b Actual population increases in this period were somewhat less than those 

shown, no deductions being made for deaths of members of the defen.e forces. 
T Revised in accordance with the final results of the 1947 Oensus. 
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The table on the previous page brings out the following features:­

(i) Natural Increase.-After falling in the late 1930s to little 
more than half its level of the mid-1920s, the rate of natural increase 
recovered during the 1940s to reach, in the six years ended 1951, about 
the same annual average as in the mid-1920s, while the net reproduction 
rate (which is the significant factor in long-term population movements) 
exceeded the level of the 1920s. 

(ii) Migration.-The table includes two post-war periods of heavy 
gains by migration from overseas, and between them three periods of' 
negligible gains. In the first post-war period, Australia gained over 
one-third of its population increase by migration, the gains being fairly 
evenly distributed proportionately to the various States, except to Western 
Australia, which obtained a double share, and Tasmania, which lost 
population by migration during the period. In the second post-war 
period, the increase in population by migration reached the very high 
annual average of 10 persons per 1,000 population for Australia as a 
whole, compared with H per 1,000 in the period following the 1914-1918 
War. Among the States, the Australian average gain was easily exceeded 
in Tasmania and Western Australia, about equalled in New South Wales, 
South Australia, and Victoria, but not reached in Queensland. In the 
intervening three six-year periods, the gain to Australia by immigration 
from overseas was very small, but there were marked movements of 
population between the States. Between 1928 and 1939, New South Wales, 
Queensland, and Western Australia gained population, while the other 
three States suffered net losses, by migration. During the war years 
from 1940 to 1945, New South Wales and Victoria gained population by 
migration, while there were large losses from Tasmania, Western Australia, 

and Queensland. 

Age Distrib1ttion.-The age distribution of the population of Brisbane 
and Queensland at the 1947 Census is shown below, and the diagram on the 
next page compares the Queensland distribution in 1933 and 1947. 

Age Group. 

0-4 .. 
5-9 .. 

10-14 .. 
15-19 .. 

20-29 .. 
30-39 .. 
40-49 .. 
50-59 .. 
60-69 .. 
70-79 .. 
80 & Over 
Not Stated 

Total 

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION, CENSUS, 1947. 

Brisbane. Queensland. 

I----c~--------!---~-----

I Females. 'I' Total. I Males. I Females. 1 __ T_o_t_al_._ Males. 

20,150 
14,717 
12,730 
14,185

1

' 
32,434 
29,979

1

1 24,758 
22,209 
14,161 

6,391 1 

1,993 
1,395 

19,492. 39,642 60,600 1 58,282 1 118,882 
14,084 I 28,801 48,840 46,579 95,419 
12,489 [ 25,219 42,469 I 41,030 I 83,499 
15,287 29,472 44,029 1 42,735 86,764 

34,378 I 66,812 1 89,484 [ 85,934 I 175,418 
31,495 i 61,474 85,472 80,693 166,165 
26,5221, 51,280 71,7761 64,731! 136,507 
24,508 46,717 59,491 55,4961 114,987 
16,126 30,287 38,620 36,207 74,827 

2
1

,'468838 I 4,676. 5,294 5,583 10,877 

1195,102 

8,3761 14,767 17,645 18,273 \1 35,918 

___ I 2,883 1 3,751 i 3,401 __ 7_,_15_2_ 

1206,928 I 402,030 567,471 1538,944 1,106,415 
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Q1JEENSLAND POPULATION 

~ Census, 1947 

_ Census, 1933 

Age 

Group 

85-89 

MALES FEMALES 

50-')4 

45-49 

35_39 

30-34 

25·-29 

10-14 

5-9 

50 30 10 10 30 '0 50 

Persons in 1,000'5 Persons in 1,000'5 

The horizontal length of each column represents the number of persons in 
the age group. The pattern formed by the length of the columns for 1933 is 
approximately reflected in the 1947 columns three age groups higher, but the 
correspondence is not exact because of the gap of 14 years, not 15 years, 
between the two Censuses, and the effect of interstate and oversea migration. 

The effect of the increase in the birth rate since 1933 is apparent in the 
lengths of the two lowest sets of columns, which show that, In 1947, there were 
more children In each of the two youngest age groups than were required to 
replace those 5 years older than themselves. In 1933, there were not nearly 
enough children under 5 years to replace those who were then from 5 to 9 years 
of age. 
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The most striking change in the age structure of" the population 
between 1933 and 1947 was a decrease in the number of boys and girls from 
10 to 14 years and (to a less extent) from 15. to 19 years. These decreases 
were the result of the low birth rates which reached a minimum in 1933. 
The effect of the decrease in the 15 to 19 years group has been felt in 
the shortage of young people available for employment during recent 
years, and the smallness of the 10 to 14 years group is now aggravating 
this effect. Persons at all other ages showed increased numbers compared 
with the 1933 Oensus, particularly very young children and elderly people 
-the former because of the increased birth ra,tes of" recent years, and 
the latter because of improved longevity and the ageing of persons who 
arrived in the State as migrants in earlier years. 

Birthplaces.-At each Oensus the population is grouped according to 
the birthplaces of the people, and the results for the 1947 Oensus are shown 
in the following table. These figures do not give the number of each race, 
as no distinction is made in this classification between a person born of 
Australian parents and a person born of foreign parents, provided both 
are born in Australia. Figures are available for nationality (allegiance), 
but they are of little use from a racial point of view, owing to the operation 
of the naturalisation laws. However, 99·6 per cent. of Queensland's 
population in 1947 were British subjects, compared with 98'6 per cent. 
in 1933. 

BIRTHPLACES OF POPULATION, OENSUS, 1947. 

Brisbane. Queensland. 
Birthplace. 

_____ [' Males. 

Australasia .. 169,493 

Total. Females. Total. Males. I Females. 
----1-----

184,1l4 353,607 504,979 1491,416 996,395 

Europe 
Asia 
Africa 
America 
Other a 

Total 

Australia 
British Isles 
Italy .. 
New Zealand 
Germany 
Greece · . 
Russia · . 
Denmark 
U.S.A. · . 

! 
24,063 21,815 45,878 58,495 45,525 104,020 

675 I' 424 1,099 
181 172 I 353 

· . 599 I 304 I 903 
.. I 91 I 99 , 190 

.. 1195,102 1206,928 1402,030 

2,097 828 2,925 
426 317 743 

1,169 I 614 1,783 

I 
305 __ 24_4_

1 

___ 5_4_9_ 

,567,471 1538,944 1,106,415 

Certain Countries (included above). 

· . 168,413 183,182 351,595 502,575 489,603 992,178 
· . 20,999 20,012 41,01l 44,644 38,010 82,654 
· . 517 262 779 5,386 3,155 8,541 
· . 1,004 851 1,855 2,247 1,658 3,905 
· . 564 425 989 2,291 1,548 3,839 
· . 472 192 664 1,304 521 1,825 
· . 421 345 766 749 548 1,297 
· . 190 108 298 628 340 I 968 
.. 390 167 557 653 308 961 

India and Ceylon 202 134 336 714 245 959 
China .. .. 235 114 349 708 197 905 
Malta .. .. 63 13 76 616 246 862 
Canada · . .. 172 102 274 380 216 596 
South Africa · . 145 136 281 339 246 585 
Yugoslavia · . 33 9 42 306 101 407 

a Polynesia and at sea. 
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Australian-born persons form by far the greatest proportion of the 
Queensland population. They have risen from 78 per cent. in 1921 to 
83 per cent. in 1933 and 90 per cent. in 1947. The percentage for the 
British Isles has fallen from 17 in 1921 to 13 in 1933 and 7! in 1947. 
From 1933 to 1947, the Australian-born population increased by 204,460, 
while oversea-born decreased by 45,579. The principal contribution to the 
decline of the oversea-born population was the decrease of nearly 38,000 
from the British Isles. Persons born in other European countries decreased 
by approximately 5,000, the largest numerical decreases being recorded 
for Germany, Denmark, and Sweden in that order. Persons born in Italy 
and Greece showed small increases in numbers in 1947 compared with 1933. 

Religions.-The following table shows the religions of the population 
as stated at the Census of 1947. The religion question was made a voluntary 
one for the first time at the 1933 Census, when 129,833 persons in Queens­
land took advantage of the provision to give no answer, compared with 
122,110 who gave no answer in 1947. 

RELIGIONS OF POPULATION, CENSUS, 1947. 

Brisbane Queensland. 

Religion. 

I i Males. Females. Total. 
i 

Christian-

Males. I Females. 1 Total. 

---1------
Chureh of England 69,117 73,1971142,314 i 

48,413 91,0191 
199,661 1188,960 388,621 
126,495 125,457 251,952 Catholie a · . 42,606 I 

Methodist · . 20,926 
I 

23,183 I 44,lO9 
Presbyterian · . 20,699 22,3141 43,013 I 
Lutheran 1,193 I 1,243 2,436 · . 1 

Baptist .. · . 3,747 4,305, 8,052! 
Congregational .. 

I 
1,585 1,902 i 

Salvation Army 865 1,071 1,936 

61,654 62,668 124,322 
61,293 60,311 121,604 
11,222 10,022 21,244 

7,931 8,468 16,399 
4,100 I 4,446 8,546 

Church of Christ ! 903 1,050 
3,

487
1 

1,953 
2,711 I 3,023 5,734 

I 

2,710 3,007 5,717 
Other 

Total Christian 
Non-Christian 
Indefinite .. 
No Religion 
No Reply .. 

Total 

1 6,163 6565 12,728, 15,846 15,342 31,188 

i-,-- I 1
'
-

'
--

1167,804 183,243 351,047 493,623 481,704 975,327 
! 561 480 t 1,041, 1,223 1 692 1,915 
, 573 557 1,130 I 1,605 1,354 2,959 
I 1,385 604. 1,989 3,021 1,083 I 4,104 

,. i 24,779 22,04411 46,823 67,999 54,111 i 122,110 

· . 1195,102 206,928 402,030 567,471 538,944 [1,106,415 
1 I I I 

a Roman Catholic and Catholic Undefined. 

Conjugal Condition.-The next table shows the conjugal condition of 
the people at the 1947 Census. As at the 1933 Census, there were also in 
1947 nearly 3,000 married women in Brisbane whose husbands were in 
country districts or out of the State. High marriage rates during the war 
years of the early 1940s, and low rates of the depression years of the 
early 1930s, resulted in smaller .proportions of unmarried persons over 
15 years of age in 1947 than in 1933 (see 1947 Year Boole, page 39, for 
proportions at 1933 Census). 
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CONJUGAL CONDITION OF POPULATION, CENSUS, 1947. 

Conjngal Condition. 

N ever Married-
Under Age 15 .. 
Age 15 and Over 

otal Never Married T 
M 
W 
D 
N 

arried .. .. 
idowed .. .. 
ivorced .. .. 
ot Stated .. 
Total · . .. 

Percentagesa-
Never Married 
Married .. 
Widowed · . 
Divorced .. 

j 
Brisbane. 

1 Females. I Males. 

47,597 46,065 
48,866 46,283 

96,463 92,348 
90,895 93,682 

I 5,929 18,608 

I 
1,312 1,669 

503 621 

1195,102 1206,928 

0/, I 
% 

33~24 28·89 
61·83 58·46 

4'
04

1 
11·61 

0·89 1·04 

Queensland. 

Total. Males. I Females. 1 Total. 

93,6621151,909 145,891 297,800 
95,149 149,299 103,796 253,095 

188,811 301,208 1249,687 550,895 
184,577 245,682 1245,273 490,955 
24,537 15,715 39,800 55,515 

2,981 2,838 2,775 5,613 
1,124 2,028 1,409 3,437 

402,030 1567,471 538,944 1~106,415 

% 
0/, I % % 

30·97 36~10 26·50 31·43 
60·07 59·41 I 62·63 60·97 

7·99 3·80 10·16 6·90 
0·97 0·69 0·71 

I 
0·70 

--
a Excluding persons under 15 and those whose conjugal condition was not 

stated. 

Dependent Children.-The following table is given as providing some 
information 'as to the family composition of the population. But it 
must be remembered that cp.ildren over 16 years of age are excluded, and 
the figures show guardianship, not necessarily paternity or maternity. 

PERSONS WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN UNDER 16 YEARS, CENSUS, 1947. 

Brisbane. Queensland. 
Number of 
Dependent I I 

Children. 
Males. Females. Total. Males. I ]'emales. Total. 

I 

1 " · . .. 20,863 2,502 23,365 54,11451 5,773 60,718 
2 " .. .. 14,511 980 15,491 

42,20' I 2,489 44,693 
3 · . · . .. 6,542 313 6,855 22,030 999 23,029 
4 · . · . .. 2,590 119 2,709 10,205 .416 10,621 
5 " .. · . 1,009 42 1,051 4,443 178 4,621 

6 " .. .. 409 7 416 2,045 40 2,085 
7 " .. .. 128 3 131 765 20 

I 
785 

8 " .. .. 50 1 51 298 8 306 
9 · . · . · . 20 .. 20 119 " I 119 

10 and Over .. 4 .. 4 39 .. 
I 

39 

Total Persons .. 
1 

46,126 
I 

3,967 50,093 137,093 
I 

9,923 1147,016 

Dependent Children 88,887 6,158 95,045 289,958 
I 16,7461306,704 

Children per Person 1·93 1·55 1·90 I 2·12 
I 

1-69 I 2·09 
I 
I 
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2. DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION. 

The fact that, except for the Darling Downs, the most fertile land is 
situated along the east coast between the sea and the range, accounts 
for the greater part of the people being distributed along the east coast. 
Over the area within two hundred miles of Brisbane, population is relatively 
densest. The map on page 44 shows the distribution of the popula­
tion as at 30th June, 1947. In Brisbane itself over one-third of 
the State's popUlation is gathered, but this is the lowest proportion of 
metropolitan population for any State except Tasmania. Throughout the 
interior, population is sparsely distributed, as befits the carrying on of an 
extensive pastoral industry. The populations at the 1933 and 1947 Censuses 
and the mean population for 1951 for each of the statistical divisions and 
of the three divisions of the State (see frontispiece map) are shown in 
the following table. "Not incorporated" and migratory population, 
shown on page 49, has been distributed among the statistical divisions. 
From the 1947 Census, data were made available to enable the population 
of "not incorporated" areas to be allotted to its correct division. 
Migratory population was distributed pro rata. In 1933, however, both 
these elements had to be distributed pro rata, and this difference in pro­
cedure accounts for the increased popUlation shown for P~ninsula Division. 

POPULATION OF STATISTICAL DIVISIONS. 

Statistical Division_ Census, 1933. Census, 1947. Mean Population, 
1951. 

Moreton. _ .. · . .. 425,744 550,015 608,211b 
Maryborough · . · . · . 104,946 112,351 120,447 
Downs · . .. .. . . 104,281 113,917 125,081b 
Roma · . .. .. · . 16,735 15,590 16,270 
South Western .. · . .. 12,303 11,593 12,041 

Total South Queensland .- 664,009 803,466 882,050 

Rockhampton .. .. · . 70,611 78,794 85,092 
Central Western · . · . 23,112 20,780 21,796 
Far Western .- · . .- 5,491 4,919 5,017 

Total Central Queensland .. 99,214 104,493 111,905 

Mackay · . .- · . · . i 
32,656 37,402 40,625 

Townsville · . · . · . 59,510 66,967 70,933 
Cairns · . · . · . · . 

I 

72,421 73,726 i 79,276 
Peninsula a 3,129 5,340 I 4,991 · . .. · . I 

North Western · . · . · . 16,595 15,021 17,456 
Total North Queensland · . 

I 

184,311 198,456 213,281 

Total Queensland .. 947,534 
I 

1,106,415 1,207,236 

- . 
a See comment preceding table. 
b Local Authority boundary changes in 1949 decreased Moreton populatIOn 

and increased Downs population. 

Local Authorities.-The area and popUlation of each Local Authority 
are shown in the table on pages 46 to 49. Populations are those recorded 
at the 1933 and 1947 Censuses, and as estimated at 30th June, 1951. Inter­
eensal estimates are made each year, based on estimates from Town and 
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Shire Clerks, and other data. The following table shows populations in 1933, 
1947, and 1951 of the areas which constituted the Local Authorities as 
they were at 30th June, 1951. In cases of' authorities newly created in 
1949 and others where large adjustments of area were made in 1949, com­
parable figures for 1947 are shown but uO estimates are available for 1933. 

LOCAL AUTHORI'l'IES, AREA AND POPULATION. 

Local Authority. 

BRISBANE 
IPSWICH 
REDCLIFFE 
SOUTH COAST 
Albert 
Beaudesert 
Boonah 
Caboolture 
Esk 
Gatton 
Kilcoy 
Laidley 
Landsborough 
Maroochy .. 
Moreton 
Pine 
Redland 

Total M orelon .. 

BUNDABERG .. 
GYMPIE .. 
MARYBOROUGH 
Biggenden 
Burrum 
Eidsvold .• 
Gayndah .. 
Gooburrum 
Isis 
Kilkivan •. 
Kingaroy .. 
Kolan 
Mundubbera 
Murgon 
Nanango .• 

Cities are shown thus-BRISBANE. 

Towns are shown thus-REDCLIFFE. 

Shires are shown thus-Albert. 
I . 

I

'· Area at 
30th Population at Census, 
June, 30th June, 1933. 
1951. 

Population at Census, 
30th June, 1947. 

Estimated 
Population, 
30th June, 

1951. 

I ~il:~~ 1 Males.jFemalesi Total. Males.jFemalesl Total. Total. 

SOUTH QUEENSLAND. 

Moreton Divi8ion. 

385 143,525 156,2231299,748 195,102 206,928'1 

12 992 1,016 2,008 4,254 4,617 
45! n n 1 n 16,381 16,013 

49! n n n 6,729 7,159 
521 n n 1 n 3,973 3,288 

1,151 n n I n 4,747 4,221 
582 n n n 3,243 2,996 
485 2,900 2,416 5,316 3,0741 2,642 

1,500 4,133 3,521 7,654 3,809 3,328, 
617 n n n 3,511 2,908'1 
555 1,1821 1,038 2,220 1,382 1,169 
270 2,6641 2,436

1 
5,100 2,486 2,269: 

430t 2,6591 2'093

1 

4,752 3,434 3,026' 
448t 6,9801 5,938 12,918 7,823 7,1911 
694 n n n 4,689 3,9821 
290 2,556 2,048 4,604 2,591 2,2241 
135 n j n 1 n i 2,729[ 2,482, 

8,1711 208,755 214,556 423,3111269,957 276,4431 

17 
7 
9t 

515 
1,523 
1,880 
1,065 

483 
679 

1,260 
940 

1,020 
1,620 

270 
675

1 

M aryborough Division. 

5,577 
3,741 
5,508 
1,336 
3,571 

831 
2,029 
2,129 
1,966 
2,448 
3,664 
1,615 
1,322 
1,977 
2,259 

5,88P 
4,008 
5,907 
1,140 
3,264 

644 
1,731 
1,786 
1,812 
1,839 
3,180 
1,326 

980 
1,686 
1,814 

11,466
1 

7,749 

11,415[ 
2,476 
6,835

1

1 

1,475 
3,760 
3,9151 

3, 778
1 

4,287 
6,844; 
2,941

1

1 

2,302 
3,663 
4,0731 

I 

7,
733

1 3,966 
6,963 
1,156 
4,518 

704 
1,797 
2,018 
1,881 
2,299 
4,272 
1,358 
1,133 
1,911 
2,286 

8,193
1 

4,447, 

7,432[ 
1,023 
4,124! 

609
1 1,610 

1,8071 

1,
758

1 1,842 
3,791, 

1,144!1 
931 

1,821 

1,898[ 

402,030 
32,394 

8,871 
13,888 

7,261 
8,968 
6,239 
5,716 
7,137 
6,419 
2,551 

4,
755

1 6,460 
15,014 

8,671, 

4,815'1 
5,211 

546,400 

15,926'1 
8,413 

14,3951 

2,179
1 

8,642
1 1,313 

450,300 
34,800 
10,900 
16,600 

7,760 
9,530 
6,530 
6,200 
7,600 
6,990 
2,740 
4,990 
6,990 

16,330 
8,950 
5,070 
5,840 

608,120 

17,200 
8,880 

16,31{} 
2,300 
8,320 
1,410 
3,660 

3,
407

1 3,825 4,280 
3,639 3,900 

4,141'1 4,400 
8,063 8,840 
2,502 2,690 
2'064

1

' 2,190 
3,732 4,160 
4,184 4,500 

. -------.-. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AREA AND POPULATION-continued. 

Estimated \ Area at! 
30th Populatiou at Census, Population at Census, 

\ Juue, 30th June, 1933. 30th June, 1947. 
Population, 

T.oc~l Authority. 
1951.1 

I ~~:~~ Males.\Females\ Total. \ Males. \ Females\ 

Noosa 
Perry 
Tiaro 
Widgee 
Wondai 
Woocoo 
Woongarra 

Total M'borough 

TOOWOOMBA 
WARWICK 
DALBY 
GOONDIWINDI 
Allom 
Cambooya 
Chinchilla 
Clifton 
Crow's Nest 
Glengallan 
Inglewood 
Jondaryan 
Millmerran 
Murilla 
Pittsworth 
Rosalie 
Rosenthal 
Stanthorpe 
Tara 
Waggamba 
Wambo 

Total Downs 

ROMA 
Balonne 
Bendemere 
Booringa 
Bungil 
Warroo 

Total Roma 

ARLEVILLE "I 00 .. ", 
rweh .. 

CH 
Bull 
Mu 
Pa 
Qm 

.. [ 
roo .. . oj 
'!p'le .. .. 

Total S. Western I 

I 

331 I 
920 

860 1 
1,129 

1,390 I 
600 
249! 

17,443 I 

44 
11 
5! 
5! 

270 
243 

3,370 
340 

641 I 673t 
2,360 

746 
1,760 
2,290 

420 
850 
767t. 

1,035\ 
4,380 
5,440 
2,220 i 

27,872 [ 

30 
12,070 

1,545 
10,800 

5,060 
5,330 

34,835 

29 
28,500 
16,960 
18,460 
26,220 
90,169 

,M aryborough Division-eontinued. 

2,986 
2,

782
1 '.'"' 3,110 2,815 

428 367 795 329 299 
1,793 1,400, 3,193 1,464 1,202 
4,867 

3,
819

1 
8,686 4,282 3,552 

2,779 2,056 4,8351 2,481 2,145 
440 337, 777 412 338 

1,805 1,482\ 3,287 1,748 1,557
1 

55,071 49,249 104,3201 57,821 54,338 

Downs Division. 

n n ' n 
16,

785
1 

18,409' 
3,106 3,5581 

6,664 3,408 3,721 
1,484 

l'!~;1 
2,967 2,233 2,152 

1,013 1,931 1,248 1,219 

1,!08

1 
1,;16 2,624 1,204 1,013 

n 1,072 887 

2,
164

1 

1,7721 3,936, 2,810 2,393 
1,704 "!" 3,;05\ 

1,479 1,289
1 

n 2,143 1,8931 

3,482\ 2,852 6,334! 2,881 
2,

388
1 2,532 1,765 4,297 2,247 1,810 

1,~41! 
n I n 2,773 2,484 
9941 2,335[ 1,647 

1,
365

1 

1,233, 984

1 

2,217\ 
1,345 1,148 

1,931! 1,613 3,544 1,927 1,672 
3,926 3,169: 7,095 3,646 3,070 

1,
321

1 
1,139[ 2,460 1,040 935 

3,691 3,243, 6,934 3,955 3,464 
1,046, 739 1,785 1,301 971. 

1,5301 938 2,468 1,542\ 1,048\ 
2,963 2,245 5,208 3,316 2,730 

54,412! 49,250 103,662[ 60,002 56,067, 

Rarna Division. 

1,625
1 1,7441 3,3691 1,943

1 1,951[ 
2,623, 

1,829\ 
4,452 

2,
264

1 1,776\ 
812' 711 1,523 834 692 

1,7551 1,435 3,190 1,407, 1,194

1 1,
535

1 
1,122, 2,657 1,190

1 
927 

869 572\ 1,4411 821 564, 
9,219, 7,413 16,632 8, 4591 7,1041 

South Western Division. 

1,637 1,568
1 

3,205 1,771' 1,689 
401 213, 614 392 15.'; 

1,696 1,2401 2,936 1,442 1,028 
2,065 1,440 3,505 1,802 1,363 

1,
282

1 

683 1,965 1,226 705 
7,081 5,144 12,225 6,633 4,940 

30th June, 
1951. 

Total. Total. 

5,9251 6,380 
628, 600 

2,666 2,850 
7,834 8,600 

A,626 5,020 
750 800 

3,305[ 3,460 
112,159 120,750 

35,194\ 38,eOO 
7,129 8,060 

4,385
1 

5,000 
2,467 2,810 

2,
217

1 
2,310 

1,959 2,090 
5,2031 5,660 

2,
7681 2,970 

4,036 4,200 
5,269 5,260 

4,057[ 4,200 
5,257 5,620 
3,012

1 
3,320 

2,4931 2,750 
3,599 3,930 
6,716 7,250 
1,975 1,930 
7,419 7,780 
2,278 2,480 
2,590 2,800 
6,046 6,380 

116,069[ 125,400 

3,8941 4,050 

4,
04°1 4,300 

1,526
1 

1,570 

2,601
1 

2,700 
2,117 2,220 

1,385[ 1,470 
15,563 16,310 

3,460[ 3,740 
547 410 

2,470 2,590 
3,165 3,280 
1,931 2,050 

11,573 12,070 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AREA AND POPULATION-continued. 

Are. at I Estimated 30th Population at Census, Population at Census, Population, 
June, 30th June, 1933. 30th June, 1947. 30th June, 

Local Authority. 1951. 1951. 

Square 
Males./Females/ Total. Males. )Females) Total. 1 Total. Miles. 

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND. 

Rockhampton Division. 
ROCKHAMPTON 59 14,251 15,118 29,369 17,114 17,874 34,9881 37,500 
GLADSTONE 13~ 1,566 1,473 3,039 2,686 2,558 5,2441 6,280 
Banana 6,110 4,585 2,659 7,244 4,342 3,274 

7,
616

1 
8,350 

Broadsound 7,070 969 621 1,590 857 558 1,415 1,450 
Calliope 2,434 2,425 1,890 4,315 2,130 1,671 3,801 4,070 
Duaringa .. 6,300 957 672 1,629 988 802 

1'

790

1 

2,040 
Fitzroy 1,990 2,350 1,906 4,256 2,015 1,758 3,773 4,000 
Livingstone 5,170 3,409 3,063 6,472 3,327 3,125 6,452 6,850 
Miriam Vale 1,450 1,167 979 2,146 1,014 770 1,784 1,860 
Monto 1,660 2,100 1,414 3,514 2,255 2,015 4,270

1 
4,740 

Mount Morgan 195 2,235 2,169 4,404 2,558 2,396 4,954 5,370 
Taroom 7,020 885

1 

649 1,534 1,072 849 
1,

921
/ 

2,100 
Theodorea .. 60 i 397 279 676 296 234 530 600 

Total R'khamptan 39,531ti 37,296, 32,8921 70,188 40,654 37,884 78,538 85,210 

Ceniral Western Division. 
Aramac 9,020 1,019 660 1,679 932 

660[ 
1,592 1,700 

Barcaldine 3,240 1,386 1,226 2,612 1,115 1,032 2,147 2,190 
Bauhinia 9,720 917 789 ],706 801 655 1,456 1,550 
Belyando 11,490 1,673 1,314 2,987, 1,685 1,382 3,067 3,240 
Blackall 6,290 1,519 1,236 2,755 1,403 1,085

1 
2,488 2,580 

Emerald 4,510 1,438 1,138 2,576 1,312 1,019 2,331 2,460 
Ilfracombe 2,520 429 213 642 261 189 450 490 
Jericho 8,410 907 707 1,614 837 642 1,479

/ 

1,530 
Longreach 9,120 2,437 2,127 4,564 2,298 1,839 4,137 4,310 
Peak Downs 3,150 504 383 887 417 299 716 870 
Tambo 3,930 551 397 948 528 354 882 930 

Total C. Western 71,400 12,780 10,190 22,970, 11,589 9,156 20,7451 21,850 

Far Western Divisian. 
Barcoo 23,780 6121 345 957[ 566

1 

;;~I 835' 850 
Bonlia 23,570 390

1 
214 604 438 6761 730 

Diamantina 36,800 
155[ 

59 2141 185! 49/ 234' 180 
Isisford 4,090 528 345 

873] 384] 273 657[ 690 
Winton 20,930 1,679 1,128 2,807 1,499 1,0lDl 2,509, 2,580 

Total F. Western 109,170 3,364, 2,091 5,455 3,0721 1,839 4,9111 5,030, 

NORTH QUEENSLAND. 

Mackay Divisian. 
MACKAY 7 I 5,5971 5,068[ 10,6651 6,694 6, 7921 13,4861 14,600 
Mirani "I 825 i 2,486[ 1,926[ 4,412 2,503 2,064

1 4,567
1 

4,850 
Nebo .. 3,830 I 239 155 394 337 197, 534, 560 
Pioneer "I 1,175 5,876, 4,050

1 

9,926 6,291 5,3151 11,606
1 

1?,740 
Proserpine 

:: I 
845 ; 

2'
284

1
1

'650 
3,934 1,955 1,662

1 3'

617

1 

4,190 
Sarina 5451 1,818 1,303 3,121 1,763 1,505 3,268 3,580 

Total Mackay " 7,227 18,300 14,1521 32,452
1 

19,543 17,5351 37,078 40,520 

I I I 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AREA AND POPULATION-continued. 

Area at Estimated 
30th Population at Census, Population at Census, Population, 

June, 30th JUne, 1933. 30th June, 1947. 30th June, 
Local Authority. 1951. 1951. 

~~-

Males.IFemales] Total. Males. 1 Femalesl Total. Square Total. Miles. 

T(YWnsviUe Division. 

CH. TOWERS 23 3,335 3,643 6,978 3,673 3,888 7,561 7,640 
TOWNSVILLE 69 12,895 12,981 25,876 17,464 16,645 34,109 36,600 
BOWEN 4t 1,329 1,290 2,619 1,745 1,531 3,276 3,540 
Ayr 1,980 6,846 5,227 12,073 6,753 5,709 12,462 13,600 
Dalrymple 27,620 2,000 1,260 3,260 1,470 841 2,311 2,340 
Thuringowa 1,560 2,108[ 1,316 3,424 1,450 877 2,327 2,550 
Wangaratta 8,900 2,977 1,947 4,924 2,739 2,068 4,807

1 
4,840 

Total Townsville 40,1561 31,490 27,664 59,154 35,294 31,559 66,853 71,110 

Cairns Division. 

CAIRNS 141 6,167 
5,

826
1 

11,993 8,579 8,065 16,6441 18,500 
Atherton 235 2,327 1,635 3,962 2,372 1,963 4,335 4,700 
Cardwell 1,220 2,929 1,487' 4,416 2,503 1,843 4,346 4.920 
Douglas 760 1,841 1,060 2,901 1,381 1,112 2,493 2,590 
Eacham 444 2,498 1,826 4,324 2,059 1,681 3,740 3,980 
Herberton 2,481 1,601 1,251 2,852 1,700 1,498 3,198 3,430 
Hinchinbrook 1,210 6,084 4,095 10,179 5,157 4,055 9,212 9,680 
Johustone 585 8,167 4,610 12,777 6,950 5,315 12,265 13,200 
Mareeba .. 20,430 5,021 3,227 8,248 3,586 2,726 6,312 7,020 
Mulgrave •. 690 6,271 4,032 10,303 5,778 4,707 10,485 11,000 

Total Cairns 28,0691 42,9061 29,049 71,956 40,0651 32,965, 73,030, 79,020 

Peninwla Division. 

THURSDAY ISLAND 1 
11[ 

5531 
488[ 1,

041
1 

513i 431

1 

944
1 

1,140 
Cook .. •. 49,020 1,237

1 
831 2,068 681

1 

458 1,139
1 

1,270 
Total Peninsula I 49,0211 1,790 1,319 3,109 1,194 889 2,083 2,410 

North Western Division. 

HUGHENDEN 26 982 841
1 1,

823
1 

959 786 

1'

745

1 

1,950 
Barkly Tableland 15,160 487 260

1 

747 255 125 380 370 
Burke 17,270 209 146 355 152 98 250 230 
Carpentaria 25,850 418 278

1 

696 400 210 610 610 
Cloncurry .. 19,660 3,858 2,326 6,184 3,824 2,443 6,267 8,400 
Croydon .. 10,960 179 139 318 92 75 167 140 
Etheridge .. 15,280 714 371 1,085 536 324 860 860 
Flinders 16,630 1,023 580 1,603 1,048 517 1,565 1,630 
McKinlay .. 15,860 1,203 696 1,899 1,076 557 1,633 1,680 
Wyangarie 9,650 1,060 716 1,776 840 638 1,478 1,600 

TotaiN. Western 146,346 10,133 6,353, 16,486, 9,182 5,773 14,955 17,470 

Not Incorporated and M iuratorll. 

Not Incorporated 1,088 I 1,138\ 4241 1,562 2,298 2,273 4,571 4,000 
Migratory .• .. ,3,482 571 4,053 1,708 179 1,887 1,970 

Total Queensland 670,500 1497,2171450,3171947,534 567,471 538,9441,106,415 1,211,240 

a Theodore Irrigation Area, controlled by Department of Irrigation and 
Water Supply. 

n Not available. 
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Principal Towns and Townships.-The following are the 1933 and 
1947 Census population figures for towns and townships with 750 or more 
persons in 1947. The 1944 figures shown in the 1948 and earlier Year 
Books included persons living near to, but outside, town boundaries. 

Atherton 
Ayr 
Babinda 
Barcaldine 
Beaudesert 
Beenleigh 
Biggenden 
Biloela .. 
Blackall 
Boonah 
Bowen .. 
Brisbane 
Bundaberg 
Burleigh Heads 
Caboolture 
Cairns .. 
Caloundra 
Charleville 
Charters Towers 
Childers 
Chinchilla 
Clermont 
Cloncurry 
Collinsville 
Coolangatta 
Cooroy .. 
Crow's Nest 
Cunnamulla 
Dalby .. 
Edmonton 
Emerald 
Esk 
Gatton .. 
Gayndah 
Gladstone 
Goodna 
Goondiwindi 
Gordonvttle 
Gyrnpie 
Halifax 
Herberton 
Horne Hill 
Howard 
Hughenden 
Ingham 
Inglewood 
Innisfail 
Ipswich 
Kilcoy .. 
Killarney 

1933. 
1,555 
4,792 
1,818 
2,042 
1,390 

752 
518 
429 

1,780 
1,246 
2,619 

299,748 
11,466 

556 
894 

11,993 
271 

3,205 
6,978 
1,324 
1,278 
1,406 
1,584 
1,134 
1,828 

893 
841 

1,676 
2,967 

705 
1,266 

851 
1,089 

970 
3,039 
1,042 
1,931 
2,086 
7,749 

524 
869 

2,215 
962 

1,823 
2,687 

631 
4,164 

22,498 
862 
825 

1947. 
1,989 
4,626 
1,730 
1,682 
1,548 

975 
801 
940 

1,747 
1,323 
3,276 

402,030 
15,926 
1,048 
1,133 

16,644 
1,718 
3,460 
7,561 
1,229 
1,754 
1,491 
1,584 
1,786 
4,053 

977 
858 

1,694 
4,385 

906 
1,336 

781 
1,581 
1,039 
5,244 
1,159 
2,467 
2,239 
8,413 

755 
900 

2,198 
1,042 
1,745 
3,036 

800 
4,506 

32,394a 
1,014 

846 

Kingaroy 
Laidley 
Longreach 
Lowood 
Mackay 
Mackay North .. 
Mareeba 
Maroochydore 
Maryborough 
Miles 
Millmerran 
Mitchell 
Monto .. 
Mossman 
Mount Isa 
Mount Morgan .. 
Murgon 
Nambour 
Nanango 
Oakey .. 
Pialba .. 
Pittsworth 
Pomona 
Proserpine 
Ravenshoe 
Redcliffe 
Richmond 
Rockhampton .. 
Roma .. 
Rosewood 
St. George 
Sarina " 
South Johnstone 
Southport 
Stanthorpe 
Tewantin 
Texas 
Thursday Island 
Toogoolawah 
Toowoomba 
Townsville 
Tully 
Urangan 
Wallangarra 
Warwick 
'Vinton 
Wondai 
Woombye 
Yeppoon 

1933. 
2,330 
1,582 
3,274 

693 
10,665 

1,211 
2,470 

460 
11,415 

531 
502 

1,358 
837 

1,285 
3,241 
3,262 
1,091 
2,251 
1,025 
1,119 

459 
1,113 

688 
2,177 

410 
2,008 

906 
29,369 

3,369 
1,338 
1,200 
1,747 

912 
4,218 
2,158 

541 
756 

1,041 
932 

26,423 
25,876 
2,688 

220 
387 

6,664 
1,551 

975 
762 

1,598 

a On the basis of the 1949 extended city area. 

1947. 
3,893 
1,309 
3,282 

759 
13,486 

2,149 
2,504 
1,581 

14,395 
899 
761 

1,193 
1,503 
1,022 
3,504 
3,942 
1,463 
3,262 
1,431 
1,432 

777 
1,252 

783 
1,797 

758 
. 8,871 

775 
34,988 

3,894 
1,548 
1,249 
1,729 

918 
8,430 
2,380 

846 
858 
944 
797 

35,194a 
34,109 
2,068 

761 
768 

7,129 
1,351 

973 
816 

2,115 
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Brisbane.-The City of Brisbane, as constituted in 1925, embraces 
an area of 385 square miles. The city proper and suburban settlement, 
including the bayside suburbs of Sandgate and Wynnum, have been 
divided into community areas for civic planning, and they cover an area 
of 83! square miles, less than one-quarter of the total area. The table 
which follows on the next page shows the area of each of these 
communities, and the population and number of inhabitants per square 
mile of each as recorded at the Census of 30th June, 1947. The diagram 
on this page illustrates the density of settlement in the developed part of 
the city and suburbs. The table on the next page identifies the areas. 

BRISBANE 

Population per Square Mile 
Census, 30th June, 1947 

7 

10,000 and over 

7,500·10,000 

5,000·7,500 

2,500-5.000 

1,000-2,500 

Under 1,000 
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BRISBANE, AREA AND POPULATION, CENSUS, 30TH JUNE, 1947. 

Population. 
Persons Area in per Community Are'l. Square Square Miles. Males. Females. Total. Mile. 

Oity-
1. City · . · . · . 1·80 10,978 10,413 21,391 11,884 
2. North City · . .• j 3·24 12,856 15,127 27,983 8,637 
3. South City · . · . 2·75 14,551 16,512 31,063 11,296 

Total .. · . .. 7·79 38,385 42,052 80,437 10,326 

North Side Inner Suburbs-
4. Ascot · . .. · . 2·21 7,689 9,176 16,865 7,631 
5. Fernberg · . · . 1·44 5,197 5,700 10,897 7,567 
6. Ithaca · . · . .. 1·44 4,279 4,488 8,767 6,088 
7. Meeandah · . · . 4·14 947 929 1,876 453 8. Newmarket .. · . 1·58 5,136 5,539 10,675 6,756 
9. Normanby · . · . 1·01 6,725 7,073 13,798 13,661 

10. Windsor .. .. 1·87 6,903 7,778 14,681 7,851 
Total .. .. .. 13·69 36,876 40,683 77,559 5,665 

North Side Outer Suburbs- I 11. Ashgrove · . · . 1·37 3,948 
4,

445
1 

8,393 6,126 12. Banyo .. · . · . 2·51 1,604 1,460 3,064 1,221 
13. Chermside · . · . 2·19 2,241 2,194 4,435 2,025 
14. Enoggera · . · . 1·91 3,056 3,001 6,057 3,171 15. Hendra .. · . · . 2·29 3,071 3,159 6,230 2,721 
16. Kalinga .. .. · . 1·02 3,662 4,321 7,983 7,826 17. Kedron .. .. · . 1·67 5,022 5,188 10,210 6,114 
18. Mitchelton · . · . 1·58 1,692 1,686 3,378 2,138 
19. Nundah .. .. ..1 2·42 5,367 5,867 11,234 4,642 
20. Stafford .. · . .. 2·37 I 419 413 832 351 

Total .. · . .. 19.33

1 

30,082 31,734 61,816 3,198 

Western Suburbs-
21. Corinda .. · . · . 2·64 3,042 3,281 6,323 2,395 
22. Graceville · . · . 

1·71 I 1,982 2,219 4,201 2,457 
23. Indooroopilly · . · . 3·39 4,175 4,390 8,565 2,527 
24. St. Lucia · . .. 1·32 1,020 1,081 2,101 1,592 
25. Toowong · . · . 1·79 4,297 5,354 9,651 5,392 

Total .. .. · . 10·85 I 14,516 16,325 30,841 2,842 

South Side Inner Suburbs- [ 
26. Balmoral · . · . 2.49/ 6,866 7,002 13,868 5,569 
27. East Brisbane · . 1·13 5,898 6,540 12,438 11,007 
28. Morningside · . · . 1·74 2,453 2,466 4,919 2,827 

Total .. · . · . 5·36 ' 15,217 16,008 31,225 5,826 
I South Side Outer Suburbs-

1·66 [ 29. Camp Hill · . · . 3,750 3,919 7,669 I 4,620 
30. Chatsworth · . · . 2·02 I 3,469 3,778 7,247 3,588 31. Ekibin .. · . · . 1·53 i 5,668 6,037 

11,
705

1 
7,650 32. Greenslopes · . · . 1·85 6,758 6,928 13,686 7,398 

33. Holland Park · . .. 2·05 I 2,746 2,920 5,666 I 2,764 34. Moorooka .. · . 3·25 , 4,287 4,077 8,364 . 2,574 
35. Tarragindi · . .. 2-46 [ 1,296 1,311 2,607 I 1,060 36. Yeronga .. · . 2·13 4,077 4,491 

8,
568

1 
4,023 

Total .. .. .. 16·95 [ 32,051 33,461 65,512 . 3,865 
I 
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BRISBANE, AREA AND POPULATION, CENSUS, 30TH JUNE, 1947-continued. 

____ c_om_m_un_it_y_A_r_ea_. ___ :_t_i_i_';,'_:~_I-M-a-l-es-._li __ :_:_:_:_::_:_·I_T_o_t_al ___ i' __ :~_"f_~!_e;_:_ 
:.:. ,,!I ::: !::::g ::::: I 

Bayside-
37. Sandgate 
38. Wynnum 

Total 

Rural-
39. Balance of Brisbane .. I 

Total B:: : :: I 

9·55 12,762 12,823 I 

291'48 
291·48 

15,213 
15,213 

13,842 
13,842 

I 

12,057 
13,528 
25,585 

29,
055

1 

29,055 I 
375-00 a 195,102 206,928 402,030 

2,145 
3,442 
2,679 

100 
100 

1,072 

a Excluding 10 square miles covering the area of the Brisbane River within 
the city boundaries_ 

The following table shows the growth of Brisbane's population 
as at the Census dates, and also the growth over the last ten years. In 
estimating the population of the city at Census dates, an endeavour 
has been made to include all urban population living in the area which 
now forms the City of Brisbane area. 

BRISBANE POPULATION. 

At Census. Estimated ! Percentage " At Estimated 
Population. i of Q'land. 'I 31st December. Population. 

1861 6,051 I 20-1 1942 353,590 
1871 25,916 21-6 1943 370,460 
1881 47,172 22-1 1944 384,040 
1891 101,554 25-8 1945 393,580 
1901 119,428 24-0 1946 399,530 

1947 404,640 
1911 139,480 23-0 1948 414,500 
1921 209,946 27·8 1949 429,530 
1933 299,748 31-6 I 1950 444,650 
1947 402,030 36-4 1951 453,660 

3. BIRTHS. 

For the registration of births, deaths, and marriages, the State of 
Queensland is divided into thirty-six Registry Districts, each having a 
District Registrar at its chief town, and an Assistant District 
Registrar at centres of less importance. Returns are forwarded quarterly 
to the Registrar-General, at the General Registry Office, Brisbane. 

Each birth must be registerei within sixty days by either the mother 
or father of the child in question. The birth of an illegitimate child must 
be notified in writing within three days by the occupant of the house or 
place where the birth occurred, excepting in the case of a birth occurring 
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in an outside district, or where the occupant is also the mother of the child, 
when such time is extended to one week or three weeks respectively. The 
usual provision in respect of registration also applies to the birth of an 
illegitimate child. 

Where a birth occurs within an area in which a Maternal and Child 
Welfare Centre is established, The Health Acts, 1937 to 1949, require the 
midwife or medical practitioner in attendance to forward to the District 
Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages for that area a notification of 
the birth of the infant within a period of seventy-two hours after the 
birth. Such notification is in addition to, and not in substitution for, the 
registration of the birth by the parents. 

Births and birth rates for separate statistical divisions of Queensland 
are shown in the next table. 

Birt,h rates are not entirely satisfactory for comparison of district 
fertilities, as they do not take into account the age and sex composition 
of the population. A further discussion of comparative fertility will be 
found in section 6 of this chapter. 

BIRTHS IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS, QUEENSLAND. 

'I Births in 1951. Birth Rate. 
Statistical Division. I I 

a 
·------~---------,--------I 

Males. Females. I Total. I 1950. 1951. 

Metropolitan 5,281 5,043 

I 
10,324 23·3 23·0 

Moreton b 1,876 1,839 3,715 23·6 23·4 
Maryborough 1,608 1,459 

I 
3,067 25·3 25·5 

Downs 1,697 1,624 3,321 27·1 26·6 
Roma 253 250 

I 

503 32·9 30·9 
South Western 186 211 397 30·9 33·0 

Total South 10,901 10,426 21,327 24·5 24·2 

Rockhampton 1,089 1,006 2,095 24·6 24·6 
Central Western 327 244 571 23·1 26·2 
Far Western 48 55 103 20·5 20·5 

Total Gentral 1,464 1,305 2,769 24·1 24·7 

Mackay 510 483 993 24·1 24·4 
Townsville 887 887 1,774 22·6 25·0 
Cairns 1,096 983 2,079 27·4 26·2 
Peninsula III 108 219 c c 
North Western 238 253 491 27·3 28·1 

Total North 2,842 2,714 5,556 25·5 26·1 

Total Queensland .. 15,207 14,445 29,652 24·6 24·6 

a Births per 1,000 mean population. 
b Excluding Metropolitan. 
c Rate not significant. as births registered Include a number to aboriginal 

mothers, who are not counted tn the general population. 
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Reproduction Rates.-The gross reproduction rate represents the 
number of female children who would be born to the average woman during 
the whole child-bearing period of her life if current fertility rates 
prevailed throughout the whole of that time; the net rate is obtained from 
the gross rate by allowing for the proportion of female children who 
themselves fail to reach child-bearing age. 

In 1951 the gross reproduction rate. for Queensland was 1'64, and the 
net rate was 1·55. The net rate of 1'55 means that the number of female 
births in 1951 was 55 per cent. more than was required to replace the 
present generation of mothers. 

Crude birth rates and gross and net reproduction rates for Queens­
land are shown in the following table, compared with similar figures for 
Australia calculated by the Commonwealth Statistician. 

BIRTH AND REPRODUCTION RATES. 
- :=:== 

Year. 1_ Crude Birth Rate. I_Gross Reprodll<'tion Rate. I Net Reprod~ction Rate. 

I Queensland.I __ A_u_st_r_ali_·a_·_i Queensland. ,I Australia. i QUeensland'l Australia. 
----, ,I I I 
1901 I 28·5 i 27·2 : n 1 1·74 n I 1·39 
1911 i 27·6 I 27·2 n 1·71 n I 1'42 
1921 I 26·7 '25·0 n 1·51 n 1 1·31 
1931 19·3 18·2 n 1·14 n, 1·03 
1934 I 18·2 16·4 n 1·03 n I' 0·94 
1939 20·0 17·6 1·28 1·08 1·16 1·00 
1942 20·4 19·0 1·26 1·16 1·16 I, 1·07 

1946 24·8 23·6 1·55 1·46 1·42 1·33 
1947 25·7 24·1 1·64 1·49 1·54 I 1·36 
1948 24·8 23·1 1·60 1·45 1·51 1·33 
1949 24·2 22·9 1·57 1·46 1·49 I' 1·33 
1950 24·6 23·3 1·61 1·49 1·52 1·42 
1951 24·6 22·9 1·64 n 1·55 n 

n Not available. 

The birth rate, which had been declining before 1900, remained fairly 
steady during the first decade of the twentieth century. After 1911 there 
was a steady fall, and the rate reached its lowest level in 1934. The subse­
quent rise has been due in part to increased marriages during recovery 
from the economic depression and during the war and post-war years. 

Ages of Mothers and Duration of Marriage.-The first part of the 
following table shows the ages of mothers at the birth of their first child 
after marriage. In the case of multiple births, only the first-boru is 
included. Of the first births in 1951, 2,722, or 30·01 per cent., were born 
within nine months of marriage. The second part shows the ages and 
the duration of the marriages of the mothers of all nuptial children born 
in 1951, and also the ages of mothers of ex-nuptial children. In this 
latter part of the table, all the children of multiple births are included. 
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BIRTHS AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE, QUEENSLAND, 1951. 

Duration of Marriage. 
Age of 

2 years! 3 Years 
Mother Total. 1 Year 4 Years at Birth of 

5 Years Child. Ex- Under and and .,nd and and Nuptial. 1 Year. under under under under Over. 2 Years. 3 Years. I 4. Years. , 5 Years. 

FIRST NUPTIAL BIRTHS ONLY. 

I 

! 1 

Under 20 1,122 I I 905 195 171 5 20-24 .. 4,346 'I 1,946 1,589 552 166 59 34 25-29 .. I 2,257 I' 628 684 394 190 145 216 30-34 .. ' 881 214 234 104 ' 65 53 I 211 35-39 .. 379 ,89 i 88 ! 52 \ 20 'I 21! 109 40 & over 86 . . I 19 I 23 I 9 7 i 4 I 24 
Total 9,071--.-. -13,8Ol12.8i31l,i28\4531,2s2,594 

ALL BffiTHS. 

Under 20 II 1,636 II' 2841 913 'I 288\ 117 28 II 5 , 1 20-24 .. 8,653 429 1,962 1,993 1,705 1,184 812! 568 
25-29 ·.1 9,024, 315 ( 636, 815 1 992 1,120 'I 1,338 [ 3,808 30-34 .. 5,953 220 219\ 285 286 315 402 4,226 35-39 .. 3,359 141 1 91 102 I 106 86 130 I 2,703 40& over i 1,027 45 221 24 17 I 28 16

1 
875 

Total 1"29.652l,434j3,8433,507r3.22312,76l2,703Il2,lsl 

In the n€.xt table, all nuptial births registered during 1951 are shown 
according to the duration and previous issue of the marriage. 

Duration of 
Marriage. 

NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS a, QUEENSLAND, 1951. 

Aver- Previous Issue of Marriage. 

M;t~~~. ls~~~~ fe~;f I I [ I 5 , <;:~- ,. i L ,. I ,. '.' o":'.~. 
Under 5 years.-~ 15,908 1 25,561 ~ 8,4771 5,580 1'635,-:1---:~--2 

5 yrs. & under 10 7,273 22,130 3·04 479 1,940 2,63911,528' 502'\ 185 10yrs. & under 15 3,232 13,862 4·29 89 326 740 783 586 708 15yrs. & under 20 1,171 6,709 5·73 21 50 133
1 

181 229 557 20yrs. & under 25 323 2,417 7·48 4, 21 24 29 29 235 25 yrs. & over 41 351 8·56 11 1 1 3 51 30 

Total 27.948,7l,03O 2.54 9,07i 7.89915,i72!2,7l7il,372Il,717 
a Including only those confinements that resulted in one or more live births. 
b These totals are derived by multiplying the numbers of mothers shown in ~he "previous issue of marriage" section of the ta hIe by the number of previous Lssue plus one, and adding the second or third children of multiple births in 1951. 
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Masculinity of Births.-The number of male births to every 100 female 
births (masculinity) in Australia varies from year to year between about 
106 and 104. In 1951, the masculinity of births registered in the various 
States was :-N ew South Wales, 105'50; Victoria, 106'05; Queensland, 
105'28; South Australia, 105'45; Western Australia, 108·07; and Tas­
mania, 107·06. Offsetting these prevailing masculinity rates, however, the 
infantile mortality rate (deaths under one year per 1,000 births) is much 
higher for males than it is for females, and this factor tends to equalise 
the proportion of males and females in the population. 

Ex-Nuptial Births.-The number of ex-nuptial births occurring in 
the State in 1951 was 1,434, the percentage of the total births being 4'84. 
The other States recorded lower ex-nuptial birth rates in 1951 than did 
Queensland, the rates being :-Queensland, 4'84; New South Wales, 
4'15; Western Australia, 4'14; Tasmania, 3'66; Victoria., 3'31; and South 
Australia, 2·90. Queensland's rate is usually higher than that for any 
othe.r of the States, and war-time conditions caused an increase in the rate, 
which rose to a peak of 7·11 in 1944, but has subsequently declined towards 
its pre-war level between 4 and 5 per cent. 

Leg.itimation of Ex-Nuptial Births.-The Legitimation Act, 1899, 
provided for the legitimation of children born before the marriage of 
the parents upon the furnishing by the father of a certified copy of the 
registration of marriage of the parents, and his declaration that no legal 
impediment to such marriage existed when the child was born. In 1936, 
an amendment provided for the mother to legitimate the birth if the father 
had died without taking action under the original Act. A further amend­
ment in 1938 enabled legitimation in cases where a legal impediment to the 
intermarriage of the parents existed at the time of the child's birth. 

The number of legitimations in 1951 was 300. During the five years 
ended 1951 there were 1,413 legitimations, equivalent to 19·3 per cent. 
of all ex-nuptial births registered during the same period. 

Multiple Births.-During 1951 there were 304 pairs of twins born, 
102 being twin males, 93 twin females, 108 one of each sex, and in one 
case a live male with a still born child of unstated sex. Twin births 
included 34 still born children, consisting of 21 males, 12 females, and 1 
of unstated sex. Ten of the male still births made up 5 sets of male 
twins, 8 were paired with live males, 2 with live females, and 1 with a 
still born female. Four of the female still births made up 2 sets 
of female twins, 5 were paired with live females, 2 with live males, and 
1 with a still born male. There was one case of still born twins 
comprising one of each sex. There were also 3 se.ts of triplets, comprising 

6 nlales and 3 females, all live born. 

Still Births.-There is no statutory provision in Queensland for the 
registration of still births. Provision is made, however, for voluntary 
notification, and it app~ars likely that practically all such births are 
notified. Particulars of still births are given on page 62. 

Infantile Mortality tables will be found on pages 61 and 62. 
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4. MARRIAGES. 

Marriages may be cele.brated by the Registrar-General, Brisbane, 
District Registrars, or Ministers of Religion or Justices of the Peace 
authorised to celebrate marriages. Any Minister Or Justice who has 
cele.brated a marriage must, within one month thereafter, transmit the 
original document to the Registrar of the District in which the marriage 
took place. (See beginning of section 3 of this chapter for particulars 
of Re.gistry Districts.) 

The following t~ble shows the number of marriages in Queensland 
since 1861. 

MARRIAGES, QUEENSLAND. 
.-

Average I Marriage Annual Marriage Number 
Period. Number Rate. Year. of Rate. 

of a Marriages. a 
Marriages. i 

1861-1870 .. 834 11·19 1942 · . .. 11,722 11·31 
1871-1880 · . 1,374 8·03 1943 ., · . 9,979 9·53 
1881-1890 · . 2,690 8·38 1944 · . · . 11,325 10·67 
1891-1900 I 2,904 I 6·35 1945 9,905 9·20 · . I · . · . 
1901-1910 · . 3,678

1 

6·83 1946 · . .. 11,666 10·70 
1911-1920 · . 5,549 8·15 1947 · . · . 10,999 

I 
9·95 

1921-1930 · . 6,176 7·36 1948 .. .. 10,125 I 9·01 
1931-1940 · . 7,966

1 
8·14 1949 .. .. 10,234 

I 
8·92 

1941-1950 · . 10,614 9·73 1950 .. · . 10,304 8·74 
I 19.51 · . · . 10,814 l 8·96 . 

a Number of marriages per annum per 1,000 mean populatiou. Rates in the 
left-hand section are averages of annual rates. 

Age and Conjugal Condition at Marriage.-The following table shows 
the age and conjugal condition at marriage of all persons married during 
1951. Of the 10,814 marriages celebrated, 700 bridegrooms and 3,365 
brides were !Illinors. Four brides we.re aged 14 years and 22 were 15 years, 
while 4 bridegrooms were aged 16 years and 16 were 17 years. One 
bridegroom was 88 years of age, while the oldest bride was 79 years. 

MARRIAGES, QUEENSLAND, 1951, AGE AND CONJUGAL CONDITION. 

M. F. 

I Never Pr~viously \ Widowed. I Divorced. 
, Mamed. , 

Age Rt Marriage. --M-. --I--F ~-~l---;-- M. F. 
Total. 

Under 20 300 I 2,175 i~-- 300 2,177 
20-24 4,325 4,953 5 i 10 6 43 4,336 I 5,006 
25-29 3,071 1,566 24 35 75 155 3,170 I 1,756 

~ •• i I'm iE I ~! I ?, tii til I'ii! m 
50-54 .. I 69 42 67

1 

64. 45 12 181 118 
55-59 32 19 57 50 I 25 10 114 79 
60 and Over! 22 18 135 63 19 II 6, 176 87 

__ ~~:~~~J 9,761 9,689[ml 496]582 629 i-l0-,-81-~-. _1~,81_~ 
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In the next table the average ages of brides and bridegrooms are 
given for ten years. Amongst persons who had never been married before, 
the war and post-war years have seen a definite trend towards marriage 
at an earlier age, the decrease in average marriage age between 1939 and 
1951 being about 12 months for single men and 9 months for single 
women. Widowers married in 1951 were on the average 4, years older than 
those married in 1939. While the average age of widows married decre.ased 
by 3~ years during the last war, in 1951 it was 4 months above the 1939 
level. The average ages of divorced persons of both sexes remarried feU 
substantially in the later war years, but have since risen again. 

MARRIAGES, QUEENSLAND, AVERAGE AGES OF BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES. 

Year. 
I
i Never Previously I 
i Married. I 

Widowed. Divorced. Total. 

i~-----'I~~'; ---.- -
I M. ,F. M. F. M. F. M. 1 F. 

----'---!--------I--
1942 27·67 24·44 48·22 45·42 39·71 36·51 28·76 25·29 
1943 27·47 24·29 48·93 43·79 38·88 35·91 28·78 25·26 
1944 27·19 24·10 49·04 43·42 36·97 33·62 28·42 25·12 
1945 27'38 24·23 I 49·39 42·49 37·86 34·72 29·03 25·62 
1946 27·13 24·00 49·17 41·10 37·74 34·28 28·67 25·28 
1947 27·28 23·94 50·32 43·41 38·04 33·85 28·98 25·40 
1948 27·27 23·77 51·05 45·03 38·88 34·57 28·93 25·34 
1949 27·13 23·77 51·29 44·89 39·26 34·20 28·85 25·31 
1950 27·10 23·66 52·31 45-23 39·30 34·91 28·97 25-43 
1951 27·04 23·73 51·56 44'93 40·31 35·08 28·82 25·37 

Religious Denominations.-The 10,814 marriages in 1951 were 
celebrated by officials of the following denominations :-Church of England, 
2,961; Roman Catholic, 2,513; Presbyterian, 2,040; Methodist, 1,905; 
Lutheran, 230; Baptist, 211; Congregational, 137; other religious 
denominations, 421; civil officers, 396. 

5. DEATHS. 

Every death must be registered within thirty days by the occupant of 
the house or place where death occurs. In the case of the deaths of 
illegitimate children under six years of age, notification must be made in 
writing within 24 hours by the occupant of the house or place where the 
death occurs. In cases where the death of an illegitimate child occurs 
in an outside district, or whe.re the occupant is also the mother, this time 
is extended to one week. 

There were 11,105 deaths registered in Queensland during 1951. 
The table on the next page shows the number of deaths, male and 
female, crude death rates, and infantile mortality rates, distributed 
according to the normal residences of the persons who died. 

Deaths according to age and cause of deatp. are shown on page 68, 
and death rates from principal causes are given on page 69. Deaths in 
public hospitals, and the diseases for which the deceased persons were 
treated, are shown on pages 71 and 74. 
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DEATHS IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS, 1951.a 
======== --~--- -~--~--~~c==~----~-~-=~ .. ~======c=== 

Statistical Division. 

Metropolitan 
Moretond .. 
Maryborough 
Downs .. 
Roma .. 
South Western 

Total South 

Rockhampton 
Central Western .. 
Far Western 

Total Central ., 

Mackay .. 
Townsville 
Cairns .. 
Peninsula .. 
North Western 

Total North 

:: I 

Total Queensland .. 

All Deaths. Deaths 
----------1 under 

I One 
Males. I Fem"les. Total. Year. 

2,633 
784 
585 
638 

95 
66 

4,801 

414 
132 

20 
566 

I 

2,093 
546 
367 
467 

54 
42 

3,569 

291 
65 
10 

366 

4,726 
1,330 

952 
1,105 

149 I 
108 , 

8,370 i 

705 
197 

30 
932 

277 
84 
80 
65 
15 
18 

539 

45 
17 
4 

66 

180 91 271 17 
434 260 694 53 
431 214 645 56 

32 30 62 13 
97 I 34 131 17 

1,174! 629 1,803 156 

Crnde Rate of 
Death Infantile 
Rate. Mortality. 

b " 

10·5 
8·4 
7·9 
8·8 
9·2 
9·0 
9·5 

8·3 
9·0 
6·0 
8·3 

27 
23 
26 
20 
30 
45 
25 

21 
30 
39 
24 

6·7 17 
9·8 30 
8·1 27 
e 59 

7·5 35 
8·5 28 

---1----------------
6,541 1 4,564 11,105 I 761 I 9·2 26 

a See section 6 of this chapter for a more detailed comparison. 
b Deaths per 1,000 total population. 
c Deaths under one year per 1,000 live births. 
d Excluding MetropOlitan. e Not significant. 

Death Rate.-The next table gives a comparison of the crude death 
rates in the Australian States. 

CRUDE DEATH RATES a, AUSTRALIA, 1861 TO 1951. 

I New Queens-I South Western I Tas- I Australia. Period. South Victoria. 
I Wales. land. ,Australia. Australia. I mania. b 

1861-1870" 16·53 17·08 19'561~ --1-----
· . 15·03 I 14·77 16·65 

1871-1880" · . 15·56 15·42 18·09 15·24 15·01 16·06 15·71 
1881-18900 .. 14·84 15·43 17·54 13·53 16·30 15·63 15·27 
1891-1900" · . 12·41 13·79 12·63 12·05 15·94 12·95 13·04 
1901-1910" · . 10·68 12·38 10·64 10·56 11·80 10·78 11·25 
1911-1920" · . 10·52 11·44 10·65 10·51 9·89 10·11 10·75 
1921-19300 · . 9·26 9·82 9'19 9·14 9·04 9·57 9·40 
1931-1940c .. 9·06 10·04 8'85 9·03 9·02 9·77 9·31 
1941-19500 .. 9·70 10·51 9·21 10·05 9·55 9·74 9·85 

1947 .. .. 9·53 10·44 9·15 9·62 9·39 9·17 9·69 
1948 .. .. 10·04 10'44 9·31 

I 

10·25 9·10 9·55 9·96 
1949 .. .. 9·43 10·28 8·85 9·45 8·99 

I 

8·76 9·51 
1950 .. .. 9·60 10·14 8·82 9·63 9·05 8·74 9·55 
1951 .. .. 9·62 10·33 9·20 9·98 9·09 8·76 9·70 

a Number of deaths per annum per 1,000 mean population. During the 1939-
1945 War, all deaths of service personnel were excluded. 

b Including Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory. 
c Averages of annual rates. 
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Infantile M01·tality.-There were 761 deaths of infants under one year 
of age in Queensland in 1951, which resulted in an infantile mortality rate 
of 25·7. The number of infant deaths of males was 435, and of females 
326, giving infantile mortality rates per 1,000 births of 28·6 and 22'6 
respectively. The infantile mortality rates of infants under one month oj 
age per 1,000 births were 20·8 for males, 15·6 for females, and 18·2 for 
both sexes, the numbers of such deaths being 316 males and 225 females. 

As shown in the table below, the infantile mortality rate for residents 
of the tropical portion of the State is usually higher than that for residents 
of the non-tropical area. 

INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES a, QUEENSLAND. 

Area. 

Tropical 
Sub-Tropical 
Whole State .. 

1947. 

31·3 
30·7 
30·8 

1948. 1949. 1950. 

30·2 27·0 
23·1 24·1 
24·7 24·8 

1951. 

26·S 
25·3 
25·7 

27'0 
2S'3 
2S·0 

====="==== a Deaths under one year per 1,000 live births. 

In 1951, for Brisbane alone, the rate was 26'8; for the other cities in' 
the sub-tropical area, 22'1; and for tropical cities, 27·5. 

Main causes of infant deaths (under one year of age) in 1951 are 
shown in the following table. 

INFANT DEATHS, QUEENSLAND, 1951. 

I 
Cause. 

I 
SUb-Tropical. Tropical. Total. 

---- I 
Congenital Malformations .. I Sl 24 105 
Premature Birth .. . . . . 120 33 153 
Birth Injuries, Post-natal Asphyxia: 

and Atelectasis. . ' 135 53 ISS 
Diarrhcea and Enteritis 37 6 43 
Pneumonia (all kinds) 55 IS 73 
Whooping Cough 3 3 
Other 141 55 196 

Total •• i 572 lS9 761 

Still births contribute almost as much to the loss of infant life as 
do deaths during the first twelve months of life. Records of still births 
have been kept in Queensland from 1942, and figures are shown in the 
next table for numbers of still born infants, together with rates per 1,000 
births in conjunction with corresponding figures for infantile deaths. It 
will be seen that during the last ten years there has been a decrease 
in the loss of infants through still births very similar to the decrease 
shown by deaths of infants under one month of age and in the subsequent 
eleven months of life. 

MaSCUlinity (males per 100 females) of still births is also shown. 
Masculinity is higher among stilI births than among all births. During the 
five years 1947 to 1951, masculinity of all births (live and still) averaged 
106, compared with masculinities of 119 for still births and 129 for 
infantile deaths. 
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STILL BIRTHS AND INFANTILE MORTALITY, QUEENSLAND. 
= 

I - - Still Births. 

--

Rate per 1,000 Births (Live a 

~--, ~-, ----r--- i 

ndStill). 

Year. I 
I Males. 
ii, Maseu- . I Deaths Deaths 
I Females. Total. ! liuity. I?till under 1 Mth. 
I I a I b BIrths. 1 Mth. to 

Total. 

1942 .. 346 
1943 · . 359 
1944 · . 386 
1945 .. 409 

1946 · . I 365 
1947 .. 356 
1948 .. 342 
1949 .. 304 
1950 · . 336 

1951 
I 

336 .. I 

1~,~~ __ 12MthS. 

245 : 591 ,141 27·2 24·7 9·1 
282 641 I 127 26·8 24·8 12·0 

'301 687 128 27·3 21·1 9·3 , 
301 710 136 25·9 23·4 5·6 

I i 

i 293 658 

1 

125 23·8 21·8 6·8 
I 311 667 114 23·0 20·9 9·2 

I 

275 617 ! 124 21·7 19·8 7·5 
271 581 

i 
112 20·5 

I 

17·0 7·2 
259 607 130 20·5 18·1 6·1 

I 294 ! 651 i 114 21-5 ! 17·9 I 7·3 I -- -

61·0 
63·6 
57·7 
54·9 

52·4 
53·1 
49·0 
44'7 
44·7 

46·7 

a Including stiU births of unstated sex. b Males per 100 females. 

Infantile Mortality in Various States.-A comparison of infantile 
mortality rates in the various States is shown in the following table. 
The Queensland rate for 1949 was lower than any previously recorded in 
this State, having fallen by almost one.-third in ten years. 

INFANTILE MORTALITY p..ATEsa, AUSTRALIA, 1901 TO 1951. 

Period. 

1901-1905 c 
1906-1910 c 
1911-1915 c 
1916-1920 c 
1921-1925 c 
1926-1930 c 
1931-1935 c 
1936-1940 c 
1941-1945 c 
1946-1950 c 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 

I I I I ! I 
I New : Q e ns 1 South Western I Tas I Ans-

South [Victoria. laid. - Au~- A~-, maui;' tralia. I Wales. , ,traha. tralia.' . 1 b 

-~~ 97·36 '[' 95·83 II 94'7311 86·69, 125·87 [ 90'061~ 
· . 77·35 79·96 71·48 68·50 I 89·68, 83·21 : 77·71 
.. 71·04 72.151 65·74 I 67·01 72·61 I 70.941' 70·29 

· . I g~:~ll ~~:~~, g~:~ 1 g!:il
l
' g~:~~ I ~g:~~, gi:gg 

54·72 I 52·24 'I' 47·33 'I 46·91 49·23 II 53·47 II 51·95 
41·92 42·74 39·49 35'131 40·79 44·47 41·27 
41·21 I 37·65 36·78, 33·02 39·71 I 41·41 ' 38·83 

"1 36·29 I 34·73 'I 34'551 33·20, 33·37 I 39·54 I 35·24 
· . 28.94 1 23·87 i 27'51 I 26·56 1

1

28'14 i 26'57 ! 27'01 

· .[' 29·81 , 26·28 I 30'82[' 24·27 30·92 1 27·31 I 28·52 
.. 30'30' 23·93 i 27'96 29·74 25·60 'I 27'65

1 

27·77 
27·2921·89 1 24'72 1 27·68 I 25·98 23·91 25·26 
27·06 20·09, 24·77 24'04\ 27·13 \ 23·75 24·49 

:: I 26·29 22·61 \ 25'66\ 24·51 28·73 26.64 1 25·24 

a Deaths under one year per 1,000 live births. 
b I,neluding Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory. 
c A verage of five annual rates. 

Maternal Mortality.-Deaths of females from causes due to pregnancy 
and childbirth are shown in the next table, together with the mortality 
rates from such causes per 1,000 live births. It will be seen that, both 
in Queensland and in Australia as a whole, there has been a remarkable 
improvement in the rates, particularly during the last decade. 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY, QUEENSLAND AND AUSTRALIA. 

i Live Births. Maternal Deaths.a Maternal Mortality 
Rate.b 

Year. 

QueenSland.] Australia. 
I I Q'land. Aust. Q'land. Aust. 

---. I 1911 · . 16,991 1 122,193 98 615 5·77 ! 5·03 
1921 .. 1 20,333 I 136,198 108 643 5·31 I 4·72 
1931 · . I 17,833 118,509 108 650 6·06 I 5·48 
1941 · . 1 21,518 134,525 92 , 490 4·28 I 3·64 

I 

I 
i I 

I 
1947 · . 28,358 182,384 46 I 341 1·62 I 1·87 
1948 .. 27,858 177,976 

I 

41 I 250 1·47 1·40 
1949 · . 27,748 181,261 40 220 1·44 1·21 
1950 · . 29,028 190,591 42 208 1·45 1·09 

? 1951 •• I 29,65~ I 193,298 I 35 n 1 18 n 

a Deaths from diseases and complications of pregnancy and childbirth. 
b Rate per 1,000 live births. n Not yet available. 

Expectation of Life.-In the next table figures of expectation of life 
for various countries are shown, the latest information available being 
given for each country. The table provides a more vivid comparison than 
death rates. The effect of infantile mortality is clearly shown in the 
expectation of life at ages 0 and 1. All expectations except those for 
Australia and Queensland are averages for both sexes. 

EXPECTATION OF LIFE, VARIOUS COUNTRIES. 

I Expectation of Life, in Years, at Age-

Country. Period. I 

110'1~ 30. 40.1 60. 1 60. 
I 

O. 
I 

1. 
---. 

156'9 
--------

Australia-Male · . 1891-00 51·1 51·4 42·8 35·1 27·7 20·5 14·0 
1901-10 55·2 60·0 53·5 44·7 36·5 28·6 21·2 14·4 
1920-22 59·2 62·7 56·0 47·0 38·4 30·1 22·2 15·1 
1932-34 63·5 65·5 158'0 48·8 39·9 31·1 22·8 15·6 
1946-48 66·1 67·3 159.0 49·6 40·4 31·2 22·7 15·4 

I 
Australia-Female 1891-00 54·8 59·9 ! 54·5 45·7 37·9 30·5 22·9 15·9 

1901-10 58·8 62·9 56·4 147.5 39·3 31·5 23·7 16·2 
1920-22 63·3 66·0 59·2 150'0 41·5 '33·1 24·9 17·2 
,1932-34 67·1 68·7 61·0 i 51·7 42·8 34·0 25·6 17·7 
11946-48 70·6 71·5 63-1 53·5 44·1 34·9 26·1 18·1 

I 

Queensland-Male 1946-48 65·5 66.6 i 58.5 49·2 40·1 31·1 22·7 15-4 
Queensland-Female 1946-48 70·2 71·0 62·8 53·2 

! 
43'9 34·9 26·3 18·3 

Canada · . · . 1947 67·1 69·3 61·3 51·9 42·8 33·7 25·1 17·4 
England and Wales 1948 68·8 70.2161.9 52·' 43·2 34·0 25·2 11·4 
France .. · . 1933-38 58·8 62·0 55·0 46·1 38·0 29·9 22·2 15·2 
Germany .. · . 1932-34 61·3 65·4 58·2 49·0 40·3 31·6 23·2 15·6 
India · . · . 1921-31 26·7 34·1 35·0 I 28·3 23·0 18·4 14·5 10'5 
Ireland · . · . 1940-42 60·0 63·7 i 56·6 47·6 39·4 31-1 23·0 15·8 
Italy · . · . 1930-32 54·9 60'51 56'3 47·6 39·5 31·3 23·2 15·6 
Japan · . · . 1949-50 57·9 60·7 54·8 45·8 38·3 30·4 22·5 15·2 
New Zealand · . 1934-38 67·0 68·2 60·3 51'0 42·0 33·0 24·6 16·8 
Russia · . 1926-27 44·4 53·4' 53·7 45·3 37·7 30·1 22·7 16·0 
U.S.A.a · . .. 1945 .67'0 168'4160'2 [50.7 41·5 32·5 24·1 16·6 

1 
a White population only. 
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6. COMPARATIVE FERTILITY AND MORTALITY BY DISTRIC'fS. 

The compilation of vital statistics by Local Authority Areas has made 
it possible to analyse fertility and mortality by districts. However, the 
small numbers involved in some areas, such as the Far-Western, Peninsula, 
and North-Western Statistical Divisions, make the various rates erratic 
from year to year. The maps on page 66 are based on the average of 
five years' figures in order to provide more accurate comparisons less 
subject to random fluctuations. 

Comparative Mortality.-Crude death rates do not permit a satisfactory 
measure of mortality by districts because liability to death varies consider­
ably with age and sex. The method of "comparative mortality" is used by 
the Registrar-General of England for this purpose, and has been used in 
Queensland since 1938. 

"Standard mortality ratios" (S.M.R.) are used for comparing 
districts, and also for comparing the sexes within districts, with the 
average mortality of the State as a w,hole, which is defined as 100. The 
S.M.R. for a district is the ratio of the number of deaths actually 
occurring, to the number which would have occurred if the average State 
rates of mortality for both sexes together had prevailed in each sex and 
age group. The effect on mortality of the different age and sex 
compositions of the district is thereby eliminated. 

As far as possible deaths have been allocated to the usual place of 
residence, but the population movements of the war years made this 
more difficult than usual, and resulted in a greater than normal degree 
of error ill the fluctuations of the rates for individual districts. 

As is well known, women throughout show a higher vitality than men. 
The country population also shows a considerably greater vitality than 
the urban, this difference being more marked for males than for females. 
These differences may be partly, but by no means wholly, accounted for 
by the tendency of chronic invalids to make their homes in the cities. 

The comparative vitality of dwellers in the tropics is a matter of 
considerable interest. During the ten ye,ars 1942 to 1951, mortality rates 
significantly above the urban average were shown for both sexes by the 
tropical cities of Cairns and Charters Towers, and, for females only, by 
Mackay. Townsville, however, had mortality rates for both males and 
females significantly below average. In all the sub-tropical cities mortality 
was below average or not significantly above it, except in Gympie where the 
rate for males was above normal. The high male rates for Charters Towers 
and, to a less extent, Gympie are probably due to the poor health of the 
many former metalliferous miners still resident in those districts. 

Amongst the rural population, both male and female mortality was 
high in the Pev.insula and North-Western district where there is a very 
small white population living under conditions of pioneering hardship. 
Mortality was high for males in Rockhampton and Central-Western 
districts, for females in Townsville district, and for both sexes in Roma, 
South-Western, and Cairns districts. 
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COMPARATIVE MORTALITY BY DISTRICTS, QUEENSLAND, 1947 TO 1951. 

Standard Mortality Ratios. 

District. 1947. 1948. 1949. 1950. 1951. 

Male. Fe- Male. Fe- Male. Fe- Male. Fe- Male. Fe-
male. male. male. male. male. 
------------------

Ot"ties. 
Brisbane · . 128 84 131 88 121 83 125 80 129 84 
Ipswich .. 120 74 124 77 121 81 128 91 120 97 
Bundaberg · . 118 97 129 97 145 85 124 97 137 81 
Gympie · . 119 99 186 81 163 74 123 121 151 98 
Maryborough .. 127 103 148 99 103 103 112 75 136 75 
Toowoomba .. 135 76 115 85 117 84 118 83 110 92 
Warwick .. 120 80 123 81 120 74 112 82 142 77 
Rockhampton 122 102 121 82 134 84 153 88 131 91 
Mackay · . 120 119 128 80 119 64 160 87 131 85 
Charters Towers 172 107 249 99 187 83 157 69 167 84 
Townsville · . 117 89 104 77 123 83 123 77 137 80 
Cairns · . 124 83 144 90 157 86 135 104 121 77 

--------------------
All Urban a 127 86 131 87 124 83 127 82 129 85 

--------------------
Statistical Divi-
sions (ex. Oities). 

Moreton .. 95 74 96 72 97 77 106 71 99 69 
Maryborough .. 93 75 94 72 97 74 94 76 90 64 
Downs .. 98 68 92 69 95 83 103 81 107 75 
Roma .. 115 120 117 56 109 83 157 65 128 92 
South Western 88 108 123 81 '154 77 140 122 114 118 
Rockhampton 99 82 91 67 102 92 94 68 91 68 
Central Western 114 78 110 83 118 81 110 95 121 86 
Far Western .. 101 60 109 46 100 97 113 79 77 77 
Mackay .. 88 50 91 64 105 70 92 63 86 51 
Townsville .. 120 80 104 69 112 68 106 87 112 97 
Cairns .. 107 87 105 84 127 83 124 92 126 89 
Peninsula, N.W. 167 158 158 159 200 174 127 154 125 119 

--------------------
All Rural a 102 79 101 74 109 85 III 80 104 75 

--------------------
Whole State 116 83 118 83 118 84 120 81 118 82 

a The twelve incorporated cities are treated as urban; all other towns are 
Included with rural. 

Infantile Mortality.-These rates, which are shown in the table on 
page 67, 'are calculated as the number of deaths of infants under one year 
of age for every 1,000 live births in the district. The average rate for the 
tropical cities used to be higher than that for the sub-tropical cities 
excluding Brisbane, but sinc'e 1945 it has often been as low as the 
rate for the non-metropolitan sub-tropical cities. The rural rates are 
lowest in the closely settled districts, where they are usually at least as 
low as the average for the urban areas. 

Comparative Fertility.-The net reproduction rate, which is calcu­
lated on female births and mortality, measures the extent to which births 
are sufficient to replace the population. The 1951 rate of 1·55 means that 

3 
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current female births will provide for a generation of mothers 55 per cent. 
larger than the present generation. 

The rural areas have markedly higher fertilities than the cities, 
although the rates for the cities of Warwick, Cairns, and Gympie during 
the last five years have not been much below the rural average. The 
districts still being developed tend to show the highest rates. 

A recent study of specific fertilities (Le., births per 1,000 women of 
each age group) in the various districts showed that, in the cities, 
fertility of women under 20 years was highest in the tropics, while women 
over 25 years showed decidedly greater fertility in the SUb-tropics. Even 

STANDARD MORTALITY RATIOS - MALE. 
Queensland-Average for five Years 1947_1951 

DUnder 80 

!SS:3so and under 95 

~95 ond under 110 

INFANT MORTALITY RATES 
Queensland-Average for FIve Years 1947-1951 

DUnder25 

CD 25 and under 30 

W 30 and under 35 

~ 35 and under 40 

!1lJ:IJj 40 and under 45 

STANDARD MORTALiTY RATI<?S - FEMALE 
Oueenslond--Ave!'Qge for Five Years 1947-1951 

DUnde,80 
~80 and under 95-

~95 and under 110 

illIIIlno and under 125, 

mID::l125 and under 140 

g140 and under 155-

111111155 and unde, 170 

NET REPRODUCTION RATES. 

Qqeenslond-Averoge for Five Years 1947.1951 

DUnde, 1·20 

cs:sJl.20 and under ].30 

~].30 and under '·40 

tmm '·40 and under '·50 
.I g j·50 and under '·60 

1111111·60 and ~d" \.70 

iiiiii 1·70 and Ulder 1·80 
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current female births will provide for a generation of mothers 55 per cent. 
larger than the present generation. 

The rural areas have markedly higher fertilities than the cities, 
although the rates for the cities of Warwick, Cairns, and Gympie during 
the last five years have not been much below the rural average. The 
districts still being developed tend to show the highest rates. 

A recent study of specific fertilities (Le., births per 1,000 women of 
each age group) in the various districts showed that, in the cities, 
fertility of women under 20 years was highest in the tropics, while women 
over 25 years showed decidedly greater fertility in the SUb-tropics. Even 

STANDARD MORTALITY RATIOS - MALE. 
Queensland-Average for five Years 1947_1951 
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INFANT MORTALITY RATES 
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Brisbane, where the fertility of women over 20 years was much lower 
than in other sub-tropical cities, showed fertilities as high as the tropical 
cities for women over 25 years. Outside the cities, fertility of women 
up to 20 years was highest in the central and mid-western districts, while 
for women over 30 years it was highest in the more southerly districts, 
particularly in the belt comprising the Maryborough, Downs, Roma, and 
South-Western Statistical Divisions. In general, it appears that, in the 

more tropical areas, fertility both in city and country is higher than in the 
southern areas amongst young women, but that it falls off more quickly 
amongst older women. Fertility in rural areas is generally greater than in 
urban areas, and the difference becomes more marked as age increases. 

INFANTILE MORTALITY, AND OOMPARATIVE FERTILITY, BY DISTRICTS, 

QUEENSLAND, 1947 TO 1951. 

Infantile Mortality Rate. Net Reproduction Rate. 
District. b 

1947. 1948. 1949. 1950. 1951. 194~'.J ]948.[1949. 1950. 1951. 
----

1·40 1'33[1'31 
Cities. 

Brisbane · . 35 30 21 23 27 1·33 1·33 
Ipswich .. 27 40 35 26 27 1·32 1'25[1-12 1·37 1·54 
Bundaberg " 48 43 

I 
23 30 29 1·58 1·42 1·42 1·54 1·60 

Gympie .. 20 41 17 30 8 1·71 1'67
1

1'69 1·62 1·73 
Maryborough .. 25 46 32 20 19 1·43 1·43 1·38 1·45 1·50 
Toowoomba · . 31 39 21 27 19 1·52 1·55 1·41 1·46 1·46 
Warwick · . 11 14 16 41 21 1·61 1·76 11-61 1·65 1·53 
Rockhampton , 29 17 22 25 25 1·41 1·36 1·36 1·44 1·48 
Mackay · . 40 42 30 26 29 1·32 1·32 1·18 1·32 1·31 
Oharters Towers 35 37 15 16 22 1·26 1·20 1·22 1·17 1·24 
Townsville · . 28 19 29 20 32 1·22 1·27 1·36 1·34 1·52 
Cairns · . 15 16 21 23 24 1·70 1'55 1·49 1·60 1·52 

-_. ------------------
All Urban a 33 30 23 24 26 1·41 1·36 1·32 1·37 1·39 

---------------------
Statistical Divi-
sions (ex. Cities). , 
Moreton · . 29 23 20 20 21 1·60 1·62 1·57 1·61 1·59 
Maryborough .. 28 23 26 27 29 1·77 1'72

1

1'73 1·72 1·74 
Downs · . 21 22 22 24 20 11.87 1·82 1·91 1·92 1·94 
Roma · . 30 19 24 32 30 11.98 1·77 1·97 2·21 2·12 
South Western 34 27 42 30 45 1·68 1·74 12.14 2·16 2·38 
Rockhampton 25 24 25 26 19 1·76 1·79 1·62 1·73 1·75 
Oentral Western 29 28 33 24 30 1·68 1·69 1·74 1·57 1·83 
Far Western .. 40 45 76 59 I 39 1·56 1·76 1·27 1·66 1·66 
Mackay · . 14 16 22 18 11 1·75 1·60 1·73 1·65 1·72 
Townsville · . 20 23 18 13 29 1·88 1·77 1·62 1·65 1·82 
Cairns · . 37 27 31 34 28 1·60 1·68 1·74 1·84 1·80 
Peninsula, N.W. 61 65 68 50 42 2·09 c 2·01c 2·21c 2·13' 2·23 c 

29[ 25 
------

1'7~11'80 All Rural a 27 26[ 25 1·74 1·72 1·74 
------

Whole State 31 28 25 25 26 1·54 1·51 1·49 1·52 i 1·55 
-

a The twelve incorporated cities are treated as urban; all other towns are 
included with rural. 

b Deaths under one year per 1,000 live births. 
C The figure for the Peninsula and North·Western Divisions is unreliable, 

since the births include a number of half-caste births, while the mothers are not 
included with the potential mothers. 
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7. DISEASES. 

Causes of Death by Age Groups.-The ages at which persons died 
during 1951 are shown below for all deaths and for chief causes. 

CAUSES OF DEATH BY AGE GROUPS, QUEENSLAND, 1951. 

Age at Death. 
Cause of Death. 

(Abridged International List, 
1948 Revision.) 

0-1 10- 20-1 so- 40- 50- 60- 70 and[ Total. 
~~ ~~ 49. 59. 69. Over. a 

.--- --- --i---
Tuberculosis (Respiratory) · . 5 2 8 19 28 54 64 39 220 
Other Tuberculosis · . · . 2 .. · . · . 1 · . I 2 6 
Syphilis and its Sequellll · . · . · . · . 4 2 10 12 14 42 
Dysentery, All Forms .. · . 3 · . · . I .. · . 1 1 6 
Diphtheria · . · . · . 12 · . · . · . · . · . · . · . 12 
Whooping Cough · . · . 5 · . · . · . · . · . · . · . 5 
Meningococcal Infections · . 8 I I · . · . 3 · . · . 13 
Acute Poliomyelitis · . · . 23 30 31 13 2 I · . · . 100 
Measles · . · . · . 6 · . · . .. I · . 2 · . 9 
Typhus and Other Rickettsial 

Diseases · . · . · . · . · . .. · . .. · . 1 · . I 
Other Infective and Parasitic 23 7 5 3 2 7 7 14 68 
Malignant Neoplasms, includ. 

ing Neoplasms of Lymphatic 
and Hlllmatopoietic Tissues 18 8 21 52 109 237 405 553 1,403 

Benign and Unspecified Neo. 
plasms · . .. · . 7 5 4 10 14 15 121 4 71 

Diabetes Mellitus · . .. · . I 4 2 3 22 43 50 125 
Anlllmias · . · . .. 4 · . I 1 I 3 5 25 40 
Vascular Lesions affecting 

Central Nervous System .. 2 · . 8 30 85 182 358 621 1,287 
N on.meningococcal Meningitis 7 2 · . · . · . · . 4 I 14 
Rheumatic Fever · . · . 13 5 7 6 5 6 3 2 47 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart 

Disease · . · . · . · . .. .. 8 14 14 29 22 87 
Arteriosclerotic and Degener. 

ative Heart Disease · . .. · . 5 15116 304 625 1,274 2,341 
Other Diseases of Heart · . · . 3 2 2 1 21 66 167 268 
Hypertension-

With Heart Disease · . · . .. I 7 18 54 105 252 437 
Without Mention of Heart · . · . 4 12 13 29 53 no 221 

Influenza · . · . .. 3 1 2 · . 1 6 4 30 47 
Pneumonia · . · . · . 72 8 5 9 n 20 63 206 394 
Bronchitis · . · . · . 16 2 1 .. 3 13 21 69 125 
Ulcer of Stomach and Duo· 

denum .. · . · . .. 1 2 5 8 28 26 29 99 
Appendicitis · . · . · . 5 4 3 4 5 4 14 4 43 
Intestinal Obstruction and 

Hernia · . .. .. 6 · . .. I ., 13 21 45 86 
Gastritis, Duodenitis, Enteritis 

and Colitis, except Diarrhcea 
7 of the Newborn " · . 61 1 1 3 .5 8 29 115 

Cirrhosis of Liver .. · . · . 2 · . 1 4 8 13 8 36 
Nephritis and Nephrosis .. 12 6 31 66 68 61 64 68 376 
Hyperplasia of Prostate .. .. · . · . · . .. I 18 108 127 
Complications of Pregnancy, 

Childbirth, and Puerperium .. .. 10[21 4 · . .. · . 35 
Congenital Malformations .. 115 5 4 5 7 2 1 2 141 
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CAUSES OF DEATH BY AGE GROUPS, QUEENSLAND, 1951-continued. 

Cause of Death. I 
Age at Death. 

(Abridged Intern~t.i0nal List, 1 [ Iii I 
1948 RevlSlon.) 0- 10- 20- 30-[' 40- 50- 60- 70 and Total. 

9. 19. 29. 39. 49. 59. 69. Over. a 

Disease-;~f Early Infancy--.. - 474'-'-'1-.-.
1
-.-. -.-. -'-'-1-'-.- --.-.-li--4 74 

Senility, Ill-defined and Un- 1 i I 
known Causes 8 .. 1 3 51 2 5 1311941 230 

All Other Diseases 75 17[201 47 79, 133 199 440 1,010 

Motor Vehicle Accidents 21 46, 70143130 22' 26: 20 279 
All Other Accidents " 71 48 50'[51 43 381 551175 532 
Suicide and Self-inflicted 

Injury .. , 5 18 22 27 21, 13 14 120 
Homicide and Operations of I 1 I 

War .. .. _4_1 _~I_1 --=_._. _._. 1_1 __ 13 

All Causes 110811211326146972211,34212,35514,593111,105 

a Including 6 deatbs of unspecified ages. 

Death Rates from Principal Causes.-The death rates from each of the 
main causes since 1900 are shown in the next table. From the beginning 
of 1950, comparisons with earlier periods cannot be made with exactness 
on account of the introduction of the latest (1948) revision of the Inter­
national List of Causes of Death. As well as regrouping 'and renaming 
many diseases in accordance with the latest medical knowledge and prac­
tice, the new revision introduced a changed principle of coding, by which 
each death is assigned to its originating cause as stated by the medical 
attendant. 

DEATH RATEsa FROM PRINCIPAL CAUSES, QUEENSLAND. 

Cause of Death. 1900. 1910. \ 1920. 1930. 1940. 1948. 1949. 1950. 1951. 

-------.------ ------
Tuberculosis . . 1·08 0·59' 0·51 0·42 0·27 0·24 0·22 0·20 0·19 
Malignant Neoplasms 0·47 0·67 0·79 0·82 1·03 1·10 1·08 1·14 1·16 
Diabetes Mellitus 0·03 0·06 0·09 0·08 0·15 0·19 0·16 0·10 0·10 
Vascular Lesions 

affecting Central 
Nervous System n 0·45 0'451 0·37 0·63 0·90 0·99 1·00 1·07 

Heart Diseases 0·57 1·14 1·39 1·36 2·15 2·64 2·49 2·27 2·23 
Pneumonia .. 0·68 0·34 0·49 0·42 0·45 0·49 0·40 0·30 0·33 
Nephritis and 

Nephrosis .. 0·38 0·42 0·53 0·56 0·59 0·44 0·45 0·29 0·31 
Congenital Malforma-

tions 0·09 0·14 0·15 0·11 0·11 0·10 0·11 0·12 0·12 
Diseases of Early 

Infancy 0·48 0·60 0·75 0·48 0·42 0·42 0·35 0·40 0·39 
Accidents 1·00 0·77 0·60 0·55 0·65 0·59 0·57 0·58 0·67 
All Other Causes 6·61 4·52 4·90 3·02 2·52 2·20 2' 031 2·42 2·63 

----------
8.851 8·82 

--
All Causes 11·72 9·70 10·65 8·19 8·97 9·31 9·20 

a Deaths per 1,000 mean popnlation. nNot available. 
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Prevention of Disease.-Good progre.ss in the prevention of diseases 
has been made in Queensland. The campaign against Weil's disease and 
hookworm in the canefields is being pushed ahead by rat· control opera· 
tions and insistence on better sanitation methods. No case of plague has 
occurred since 1922. 

There have been no recent epidemics of diphtheria and this may be 
ascribed to the large number of persons who have been immunised. (See 
page] 03.) 

The Queensland Radium Institute, established in March, 1944, provides 
radiotherapy for cancer and allied conditions in Queensland. The Institute 
maintains a main centre at the Brisbane General Hospital and operates 
at sub·centres at the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Brisbane, and in the 
general hospitals at Bundaberg, Cairns, Mackay, Maryborough, Rockhamp· 
ton, and Townsville. Diagnosis and treatment of patients are free. Stocks 
of radium are held permanently at sub-centres and some doctors at these 
sub-centres have received tuition at the metropolitan centre. A member 
of the radiotherapeutic staff of the main centre and a physicist visit 
conn try sub-centres periodically to encourage standardisation of diagnosis 
and treatment. An annnal visit is also being made to some far western 
towns for examination of patients and treatment if possible. The 
Institute also functions as an advisory committee to the Department of 
Health and Home Affairs in regard to the purchase of X-ray and other 
electro·medical equipment for public hospitals throughout the State. 

Diseases Treated in Hospitals.-Information is received from all public 
hospitals in the State concerning the patients treated therein during the 
year, the diseases for which they received treatment, and the result of the 
treatment. Reports were received for 131,845 cases, treatment of which 
was completed during 1950. The table on page 71 shows the cases of each 
disease in four geographical divisions according to the situation of the 
hospital; the table on pages 72 and 73 gives the cases treated for the same 
diseases by age groups; and the table on page 74 gives the results of the 
principal diseases treated. Normal maternity cases are excluded. 

The sub-tropical coastal division includes the Moreton, Maryborough, 
and part of Rockhampton Statistical Divisions; sub-tropical inland the 
Downs, Roma, South-Western, and portions of Central-Western and 
Far-Western Statistical Divisions; tropical coastal the Mackay, Townsville, 
Cairns, Peninsula, and part of Rockhampton Statistical Divisions; and 

. tropical inland the North-Western and portions of Central-Western and 
Far-vV' estern Statistical Divisions. 

Patients have been classified in all cases according to the disease for 
treatment of whip-h, according to the hospital authorities, they entered the 
hospital. In cases where the patient subsequently died, the cause of death 
may not have been the disease for treatment of which he entered the 
hospital. Deaths ou page 74, therefore, cannot be directly compared with 
causes of death as recorded in death statistics (pages 68 and 69). More­
over, although in death statistics the information is tabulated with respect 
to the normal place of residence of the deceased, in hospital statistics no 
attempt has been made to transfer cases to the district where the patient 
nsually lived when treatment was received in a hospital in another district. 
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PATIENTS TREATED IN PUBLIC HOSPITALS, QUEENSLAND, 1950. 

Patients Treated. I Patients DieJ. 

Disease for which Treated. Sub- Tropical. Tr~~~~l. \ TroplcaI. (A bridlled International List, Tropical. 
1948 Revision.) --- ---

Coast- In- Coast- In- Coast- In- Coast 1 In-
al. land. al. land. al. land. al. land. 

-----,--
Tuberculosis (Respiratory) 616 41 295 14 101 7 40 4 
Other Tuberculosis · . 55 3 38 4 5 · . 7 · . 
Syphilis and its Sequelre 74 II 64 10 8 3 4 · . 
Dysentery, All Forms · . 208 36 19 34 I . - .. 2 
Diphtheria · . -. 231 8 37 9 4 · . 1 · . 
Whooping Cough · . 108 22 ll5 9 2 · . 3 · . 
Meningococcal Infections 21 I 8 4 5 _. 2 I 
Acute Poliomyelitis · . 53 19 68 3 3 5 4 1 
Measles · . · . · . 923 222 248 54 2 · . 2 · . 
Typhus & Other Rickettsial _ 44 12 82 2 . . .. 1 · . 
Other Infective & Parasitic 1,883 510 941 132 17 I 13 4 
Malignant Neoplasms · . 2,297 193 550 38 600 80 142 14 
Benign and Unspecified 

Neoplasms · . · . 1,284 149 296 16 9 3 1 · . 
Diabetes Mellitus .. · . 801 135 234 26 41 16 8 2 
Anremias · . · . · . 282 90 164 8 21 7 6 1 
Vascular Lesions affecting 

Central Nervous System 885 161 245 21 466 86 112 12 
Non-meningococcal Menin-

'8 gitis · . · . · . 74 56 4 19 1 7 I 
Rheumatic Fever · . 277 76 122 18 9 2 II 2 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart 

Disease .. · . · . 98 7 35 1 9 · . 6 · . 
Arteriosclerotic & Degener-

ative Heart Disease .. 1,065 328 481 76 306 82 127 19 
Other Diseases of Heart .. 924 216 432 79 169

1 

49 61 12 
Hypertension-

With Heart Disease · . 563 70' 130 3 124 21 24 .. 
'Without Mention of Heart 484 156 186 37 31 9 15 1 

Influenza · . · . · . 715 481 457 181 . . · . 3 · . 
Pneumonia · . .. 2,751 761 1,189 190 130 35 64 14 
Bronchitis · . · . 1,196 649 748! 282 23 11 II 3 
Ulcer of Stomach and Duo-

denum · . · . · . 859 205 344 43 41 9 9 I 
Appendicitis · . · . 2,023 1,076 971 II9 5 4 5 2 
Intestinal Obstr'n ; Hernia 1,504 311 472 44 41 9 9 1 
Gastritis, Duodenitis, 

Enteritis, Colitis, except 
Diarrhcea of Newborn .. 1,896 805 873 238 16 4 10 3 

Cirrhosis of Liver · . 51 12 26 6 18 41 5 2 
Nephritis and Nephrosis .. 509 113 161 32 97 22 25 · . 
Hyperplasia of Prostate .. 452 64 82 9 63 10 9 · . 
Complications of Pregnancy 

Childbirth & Puerperium 4,030 743 876 181 3~1 I I · . 
Congenital Malformations 455 23 58 7 3 10 1 
Diseases of Early Infancy 166 44 47 13 10 5 I 1 
Senility; Ill-defined Causes 4,735 1,677 2,195 439 187 49 75 8 
All Other Diseases .. 31,744 8,577 11,441 2,168 366 70 103 7 
Motor Vehicle Accidents .. 870 243 255 31 50 6 21 -l 
All Other Accidents .. 8,336

1 

2,777 4,531 833 168

1 

40 61 9 
Self-inflicted Injuries .. 85 6 14 4 10 2 4 .. 
Assaults · . · . .. 106 30 29 4 3 .. 

----
Total .. · . . . 75,733 1 21,071 29,615 5,42613,2161 656 1,013 129 

.. 
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Diarrhcea of Newborn .. 1,896 805 873 238 16 4 10 3 

Cirrhosis of Liver · . 51 12 26 6 18 41 5 2 
Nephritis and Nephrosis .. 509 113 161 32 97 22 25 · . 
Hyperplasia of Prostate .. 452 64 82 9 63 10 9 · . 
Complications of Pregnancy 

Childbirth & Puerperium 4,030 743 876 181 3~1 I I · . 
Congenital Malformations 455 23 58 7 3 10 1 
Diseases of Early Infancy 166 44 47 13 10 5 I 1 
Senility; Ill-defined Causes 4,735 1,677 2,195 439 187 49 75 8 
All Other Diseases .. 31,744 8,577 11,441 2,168 366 70 103 7 
Motor Vehicle Accidents .. 870 243 255 31 50 6 21 -l 
All Other Accidents .. 8,336

1 

2,777 4,531 833 168

1 

40 61 9 
Self-inflicted Injuries .. 85 6 14 4 10 2 4 .. 
Assaults · . · . .. 106 30 29 4 3 .. 

----
Total .. · . . . 75,733 1 21,071 29,615 5,42613,2161 656 1,013 129 

.. 
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Disease for which Treated. 
(Abridged International List, 

1948 Revision.) 

PUBLIC HOSPITALS, QUEENSLAND, 1950-

Males. 

0-9. [10-19. 20-29.130-39.140-49./50-59. 

-----------------~---------------I---

Tuberculosis (Respiratory) . . . . 
Other Tuberculosis . . . . . . 
Syphilis and its Sequelre . . . . 
Dysentery, All Forms .. . . . . 
Diphtheria . . . . . . . . 
Whooping Cough . . . . . . 
Meningococcal Infections . . . . 
Acute Poliomyelitis . . . . . . 
Measles .. .. .. .. .. 
Typhus and Other Rickettsial. . . . 
Other Infective and Parasitic .. . . 
Malignant Neoplasms, including Neo-

plasms of Lymphatic and Hremato­
poietic Tissues. . . . . . . . 

Benign and Unspecified Neoplasms .. 
Diabetes Mellitus . . . . . . 
Anremias .. .. .. .. .. 
Vascular Lesions affecting Central 

Nervous System .. .. .. 
Non-meningococcal Meningitis.. .. 
Rheumatic Fever . . . . . . 
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease .. 
Arteriosclerotic and Degenerative Heart 

Disease .. .. .. .. 
Other Diseases of Heart . . . . 
Hypertension-

With Heart Disease . . . . 
Without Mention of Heart .. . . 

lniluenza . . . . .. . . .. 
Pneumonia .. .. .. .. 
Bronchitis . . . . . . . . 
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum .. 
Appendicitis . . . . . . . . 
Intestinal Obstruction; Hernia .. 
Gastritis, Duodenitis, Enteritis, Colitis, 

except Diarrhrea of Newborn .. 
Cirrhosis of Liver . . . . . . 
Nephritis and Nephrosis .. .. 
Hyperplasia of Prostate . . . . 
Complications of Pregnancy, Childbirth, 

and Puerperium . . . . . . 
Congenital Malformations . . . . 
Diseases of Early Infancy . . . . 
Senility; III-defined Causes . . . . 
All Other Diseases . . . . . . 
Motor Vehicle Accidents . . . . 
All Other Accidents . . . . . . 
Self-inflicted Inj uries . . . . . . 
Assaults.. .. .. .. . . 

18 
15 

122 
107 
113 
10 
34 

515 
2 

541 

21 
46 
12 
47 

6 
53 
79 

2 

3 
5 

146 
974 
592 

298 
230 

1,003 
1 

115 

170 
157 

1,005 
7,649 

103 
2,173 

17 
6 
4 
6 

14 
3 
4 

26 
77 
18 

361 

16 
53 
25 
10 

2 
16 

114 
3 

3 
11 

2 
146 
329 
133 

8 
675 
119 

205 
2 

56 

44 

48 
6 

15 
14 

9 

3 
10 
72 
38 

455 

70 
73 
26 

5 

121 
7 

33 
9 

7 
14 

4 
19 

197 
258 

94 
110 
598 
222 

216 

38 

22 

75 
4 

17 
10 
2 

1 
2 

39 
17 

311 

95 
50 
23 

6 

25 
6 

19 
17 

28 
22 

5 
19 

129 
219 
85 

189 
292 
218 

170 
5 

80 

23 

133 
5 

II 
8 

1 

15 
21 

163 

179 
57 
56 
10 

51 
4 

13 
3 

112 
51 

10 
36 

113 
239 
109 
272 
151 
234 

130 
10 
57 

8 

16 

122 
6 

23 
3 

1 

10 
15 

115 

394 
88 
72 
22 

129 
4 
5 
4 

257 
153 

81 
45 
81 

243 
163 
280 

77 
289 

147 
23 
41 
63 

11 

532 687 591 605 505 
3,365 3,667 3,016 2,887 2,574 

212 386 145 93 81 
2,432 2,838 1,638 1,270 916 

. . 1 16 14 10 10 
7 14 44 28 19 16 

Total .. 16,37419,064110,34217,63517,162 1 7,069 

a Including 1,493 whose 
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4 
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163 
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77 
289 
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23 
41 
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AGES OF ALL PATIENTS TREATED. 

Females. Total. 
I_~~~a~~~_ 

60-69. 78v~~~! 0-9. 10-19.1 20-29. 30-39.140-49. 50-59. 60-69.178v~~~ Males. Females Persons. 

-----1------· 
116 

2 
19 

4 

4 
5 

78 

60 
1 
8 
3 

2 

59 

483 569 
80 46 
86 78 
42 79 

202 269 
3 1 
2 1 
5 7 

415 433 
326: 433 

120 
64 
73 

243 
238 
222 

43 
237 

1~~I' 
78 

260 
269 
89. 
18 

164 

107 94 
26 10 
37 16 

192 341 

9 
10 

5 
93 
97 

129 
7 

38 
475 

3 
486 

211 
68, 12 
43 

3 
26 

6~1 

2 
14 

32 
9 

11 
6 

30 
7 
3 

19 
108 

4 
269 

20

1 

68 
62 
20

1 

4: 
5' 

9~1 
1 

3' 12 

;::Il;~ 
42~1 12~1 
256 826 
102 25 

808 

81 

2001 
11 

41 

89 
6 
8 

12 
14 

91 
66[ 

3: 
205

1 

40'1 
178 

30, 
30' 

1~1 
i!l 

9, 

1:1 
301 

153 
201 
107 

22 
566 

47 

179 
2, 

55 

72 
13 
13 

6 
7 
1 
21 

72 
4 
7 
3 
3 

2 

. 31 1 • i2 

12;1 6~ 

1 
2 
7 
1 

78 

26 
2 
5 
1 
1 

1 
4 

60 

20 595 
3 47 
3 99 
2 171 

132 
117 

19 
72 

3 738 
117 

45 2,096 

371 
53 
60 

126 
153 
137 

15 
71, 

709' 
23

1 1,370 

105 170 262 290 331 1,838 1,240 
290 334 177 91 38 495 1,250 

46 65 147 257 193 381 815 
23 34 54 52 64 222 322 

26 55 
4 4 

20 15 
17 27 

13 73 
28 50 

lrg! 
206

1 

103 
61 

200

1 

82 

ll~! 
76 

22 
88 

881 172 
98, 
46! 
83 
99 

80 
4 

37 
.. 

117 
1 
4 

141 
165 

::'1 
141 
59' 

157
1 

79 
61

1 

56 
88 

106i 

4~1 

702 
95 

266 
50 

198 216 1,268 
165 242 1,022 

128 
157 
57 

1lil 
741 
931 

2 
22 

160 
112 
49 

204 
136 
24 
13 
84 

7~1 
6 

-385 
256 
969 

2,797 
1,698 
1,178 
2,166

1 

1,720 

2,086 
78 

444 
607 

610
1 47 

227 
91 

682 
629 

381 
607 
865 

2,094 

1,
177

1 273 
2,023 

6111 
1,726 

17 
371 

966 
100 
159 
297 
285 
254 

34 
143 

1,447 
140 

3,466 

3,078 
1,745 
1,196 

544 

1,312 
142 
493 
141 

1,950 
1,651 

766 
863 

1,834 
4,891 
2,875 
1,451 
4,189 
2,331 

3,812 
95 

815 
607 

. . 8 .. 4 . i40 3~gl 3,0~! 1,9n 35~ ~ 8 6 300 5'~!~1 5,~!~ 
4'6'61 6'8'9 8

1
0
13
9 5'5'31" .. .... .. 157 1131 270 

557 455
1 

427 345 244 416 5,158 3,8881 9,046 
2,338 1,722 6,187' 3,386

1 
4,2343,769,3,1502,423

1

1,769 1,241 27,44426,486 53,930 
53 32 52 68

1

' 46 311 281' 28: 18 17 1,1101 289

1

' 1,399 
670 333

1
!1.,2.71 63

9
5 378 313, 296

1 

3671 3321 440 12,3951 4,082 16,477 
7 14 121 5 6 3 1 591 50 _ 109 
5 4 1 3

1 
61 101 3.. I 2 11 142 27: 169 

7,0216,406[12-:723[7.426I·lO,4l818;75/6:09315;18144.39217l,69l16o:154[l3l,845 

ages were not specified. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































