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INTERIM RETAIL PRICD IEDEX = DECEMBER QUAR TER, 222

Variations in retail prices as measured by the Tnterim Hetsil Pr:lee Indax
. for the six State capital cities of Australia are shown herein, .

This Taterim Retail Price Index, instimted in March, 1954 with post-—war

1,

2.

woights and components » is pudlished quarterly and is descrided in "Lsbour Report"

Yo, 46 {1958),

- Seasonal fluctuations in prices of potatoea and onions materially affect
An A1l Groups Index which excludes

3.

the movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index.

potatoés and oriions is shown herein in couperison with that éalculated in the cvstomary

nanner,

4, An analysia for each capital city of. the approximate effect ‘of price
movements of potatoes and oniona ia shown hereunder and similer information for the ;

nigpted average of the

al c¢ities can be derived from Table '3 on

~100)

233,

Period |Potatoe gate gate

' and- A1l |, and ioatul I Vh B
3 Onions Groups [Onions . |Groups

(,a) (a) (a) Sy |
N - UELBOURBE T BHISPANE

1956~ March| 105.3 106.21 109.4 + 1,0 [ 110.4] 105.8 + 1.5 [ 107.3
~ . “June | 107.0 108,5] 111.6 + 1.7 1 113,3) 107.7 + 1.8 | 109.5
Sept.| 111,2 114,0] 112.3 + 3.0 | 19,7 108.7 + 3.2 | 111.9
Doc, | 112.6 113.8] 1131 ¢ 2.4 | 115.5] 109.5 + 1.7 | 11,2
1957= March| 113.7 ee | M3,7] 113.7 + 0.4 | 114.1] 1109 + 0.5 | 111.4
© 0 June [ 114.5 + 0.2 | 114.7] 114.8 ¢ 0,5 | 115.3] 112,0 + 0.4 | 1124
Sept, ! 115.2 - 0.2 | 15,0 15,3 + 0.2 | 15,5 112.3 4 0,2 | 112,5
Dou. | 115.2 = 0,4 | 114.8] 115.2 + 0.1 ) 15,3} 113.6 - 0,2 | 113.4
1958~ March{ 176i7 - 0.3 [ 116.4] 115.5 oo | 119.5] 114.8 + 0,1 | 11429
Sept. | *16i:€ - 0,4 [116,2]116,8 - 0,1 | 16,7 117.9 + 0.1 118 0
Dec. | 117.1 - 0,2 [116,9] 19,2 + 0,2 | 119,4f $19.8 + 0,2 | 120.,0
1959= Murch | 117.3 117,31 119.9 + 0.4 | 120.3} 120.7 + 0,4 | 121,19
June | 117.9 117.8] 121,0 + 0.3 | 121.3] 121.4 + 0.1 | 121.5
Sept. | 118.6 118.4 ) 121.€ + 0.3 [ 121.9] 122.4 + 0,3 | 122.7
Dec. | 119.9 119.71 122.6 | + 0.3 | 122,9] 123.4 + 0,1 | 123.5

o _ FERTH ' o
1956~ March | 106,1 106,8 | 113.1 v | 113,11 1119 + 1.1 | 113,0
June | 108. 4 109,7 | 115.0C + 0,2 | 115,21 114.1% + 1,0 | 15,1
v Dec, 108 T 1109 v117 2 + 0.4 | 117.6] 1177 + 1.7 | 1194
1957- March | 109.7 109,7118.4 | # 0.3 | 18,7 1985 | «+ 0.4 | 1189
June | 111.0 111.3 | 119.9 ~ 0,3 [ 120.2] $19.2 + 0,4 | 119.6
Sept, | 112.2 12,2 | 119.8 | « 0,3 | 120,1] 413,0 | -0,2 | 118.8
‘Dec. | 111.8 (111.7 [ 118.9 +0.2 | 119.1) 119.4 - 0,3 | 119.1
1958~ Harch | 112.1 . (11214 119.4 oo [ 119.8] 1197 o | 11947
,:Jﬁnef ! 11402 - 0-2 :1140 120-7 s 12007 120.6 - 0-3 12003
Sept. [ 115.4 - 0.2 [115.2] 1212 ee | 121,2] 121.3 - 0.4 | 120.9
wr D0y 1159 + 0 [116,0 | 121.0 + 0,1 [ 121,1] 122.8 - 0.3 | 122.5
1959~ March | $16.6 | + 0.2 |[116,8 41216 | + 0.1 121;‘;.1 123.0 | + 0.4 | 1234
Dec. [119.8 + 0,2 [120,0 [123,3 | + 0.3 123.6] 125.6 | +0.3 | 125.9

(a) Cuulative from base period. (+) Isnotes 'Lrv\vcroano,_ (=) decroasz. |




2, :
5 Comparative average retail 2 i ces of potatoes for the six ca’oital citiea
ars shown hereunders— .
AVERAGE BETAIL PRICE PRICES ar POT_Al_Q@_
Pence per 7 1bs.

Poriod _Sy.dxl_ay Ilel’noum Brisban "Adelajdet Porrih vﬁoba:rt Ave*age of
v I e 1 1Six Cepitals
I.‘aﬂember OJJarterg 1953 61| 5% ' 58 Bz |29 | €5 55
1954 - 29 18 {30 23 | 29t 29 | 25
" o 1955 56 | 56 46 | 54 33 0 6 F 33
" " 1956 | 81 99 7% | 88 .| 44| 88| 8
" " 1957 | 33} 34} 3¢ .| 26 | 38| 3| = 33
March " 1958 T 3 40 28 I 3% 43 35
June “ * 3B 29 32 22 | 35 32 | 3t
September o " 34 28 39 23 35 28 | 3N
December " " 40 Y] @ | 3 | 38 o3| B
Narch " ool 46| 41 | 4 B | 38| 83| 85
Juns " " 40 | 40 | 38 28 41 a3 | 39
September " 35 35 B ] A4 41 1 42 35
Decembar " * 37 L 39 3% 3t .| 40 44 | Y]
Month of Decewber, 1959 34 | 42 | 28‘ 1 36“” __ 4o 5t 1 . 37

6. The obsservations in theae Statiatical Bulletins are made, as is cue‘fomary,
to agsist public undersianding of the trends in reteil prices within the definition of
the respective indexes,

Te Tribunals and other suthorities concerned wi- th wags. ad;ustment and other
purposes decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (11 a!ur) is

relevant tc their purposes and how 1t shall be appliod Tho Statistician'’s function
18 %o supply indexes and information théreon as requirsd by those authoritiss, The

Statistician expresses no view as to thé mexite or demerita of the use. of price indsxes

in thie connexion,
8, Group and aggragate Interim Rata:l Price Index Bumbers are showm bolowt-
TABLE 1 8 INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX — GROUP mmm

‘J ighted Average of Six (a ital Citiee:
_Basa 8 Yoar 1952-53 = 100 (&

. ' clgfbing v Ot'hétv ‘ Ag N
4 ; Other |  Aggregate
et Pt e "“"i | teme | Allcrowe
— 5 e — T
Year ended June ~ ' ‘ ' ¥ .
1955 104t 104:6 | 102:4 | 109.6 | 101.4 | 103,7 | 103.6
1956 108,1 110,61 103.3 | 115,95 | "106.4 | 107.0 | 108.0
1958 114.0 | 113.7] 5.2 | 128.4 | 120.2 | 115.7 115.6
1959 1158 | 15,9 110.4 ¢ 136.5 | 123.9 | 118.4 | 18,5
Quarter ~ : b _ S ' '
1957 2 Dacember 1128 1241 109,14 | 127,0 | 12041 | 115.1 114.9
1958 1 Macsh 11448 | 1144 109.3 | 128.2 | 120,2 | 1159 | 115.8
June [ 114.9 | 14,41 1102 | 132.2 | 120.4 | 116,17 | 116.5
September 114.7 1 114.2] 110,3 | 134.8 | 121.4 | 117,10 | 116.9
Docember 5.1 | 154 10,5 | 136.0 | 124,5 | 118.3 118.3.
1959 s Maveh 118.1 16.7( 10.5 | 137.4 | 124.7 | 118.8 119.0
June 1174 | 117.61 110,17 | 138,6 |} 125 2 | 19,7 119.7
Septembar - 118.2 | 1185 Mi.4 [ 140.6 | 125.8 | 120.4 120,5
Dscember - 118,7 | 118.9 1124 T 142.8 1 126.9 |4121,84 n121.t.-r

{a) Figures agpearing a.:‘ber the deeimal point in the tatles )“Erein poeses iiitls
pignificance for genersl statisticsl purpesps: They atre inserted to avoid thq .
minor distortions that would odcur in rounding off ﬂao ﬁguros to tho nomat '
whols number, . _ v v :

Indexes in columng "A® excludcg and thooo in columns "B" mcludo, potatoes.

and onicns. See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin. v

% Queited 4

9, ’I‘he next table shows aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbars for eac.h

of the six State capltal cities individually in comparison with the weighted a.verage

- dndex for the: six State capitals oombmedo

TABLE 2 1 _INTERIN RE‘I'AIL PRICE INDEX
FOR FOR SIX CAPITAL CI'I‘IESQ JFXPARATELY _AND. COMBINED

(Base of Index for an. City and- for Six Capi’cal c:.ties > ‘Iear 1952-53 - 10(\) (a)

v — T
Period o Hobar . Capital
' 5 01ties (v)

| ,'j_.s;mney{ uelboumel Briebans[ aaezasae{ Porth |
' ' Aegregate - All Groupe (o)

Yeer ended J\me - 1 f S o
1951 S 1449 75.2 | -,-76.4 47| 74.5) 74,9
S1952 ) 9t 93,0 | 92,7 90,9 90.7 91.4
- 1953 10040 100 0 100.0| - 100.0} 100.0 100.0
1954 © ) 102,98 102.4 | 103.0] 102.0] 103.9 102.5
1955 103.4  102.7 104,0| 103.6] 109.6 [ 10 103.6
1956 - 106.1 - 109,.5 107.4| 107.2] 112.7| 111,95 108.0
1957 14,1 1151 | 111,70 10,9 118.3 | 119,1] 114.3
1958 115.7  115.6 114.5| - 112.5] 119.8 11506
1959 7.0 994§ de0.2| 116440 121,71 i - 118.5

Q.uarter - o ' ' . ‘

1957 s December 114.8)  115,3 3.4 11,7 19.1 | 114.9
1958 t March 16,4  115.5 | 114.9| 112.1[119.4 115,8
June v 116.4] 116.0 17.3| 114.0| 120.7 116.5
September 116.2)  146.7 [ 118,01 115.21 121.2 116.9
~ December 116,90 119.4 120,01  116.0| 121.1 18,3
1959 s March 117.3f 1203 | 12141 116.8] 121,717 119,0
June 117.8)  121.3 121,51 117.5| 122.9 119.7
September 118, 121.9 | 122.7| 119.2| 123.5] 124.6] 120,5
. Docsinber 119.,7 22,9 | 123.5] 120,0] 123.6) 125, 91*221.,&(

v o A.n Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onions (c)

Year ended June - S
1956 105,31  108.4 j. 105.9 106.3. 112-.6 110.6 107.0
1957 113,00 113.5 | 110.3[ 109.5 117.9| 118,00 113.0
1958 116,00 115.5 | 114,51 112.6 113,71 119.7] 115.7
1959 117.2]  119,3 119.9| 116.4] 121.6 | 122.6] 418.4

Quarter - ' T N v

1957 t December 115,20 115.2 13,6 | 111,81 118,9 | 119.4] 115,1
1958 ¢ March 16,70 115.5 | 114.8 112.9] 119.4 | 119.7] 115.9
' Jm)e . 11698 1161 ‘!i?oj : 11402 120:7 . 120»6 11607
. September 116.6] 116.8 | 117,891 115.4] 121.2] 121.3] 117.1
Daoember : 117:1) .11,.2’ T 119,8) 115,91 121,60} 122.8] 118,3
1959 Marsk P4 F 117.3] 119.9 | 1207 116.6( 121.6 | 123.0] 1{18.8
" June - 197.9)~4321.0 | 121.4| 117.6[ 112,71 123.4] 119.7
September 118.6). 121..6 S 422,41 119.2) 123.1-] 124.4] 120.4
Docanber 1199 122.6 | 123.4| 119,8] 123.3 | 125.6| w121, 8%

- {a) ?igures appearing atter the decdimal poir.t 1in the tables heréin posaess littls

‘on. 24t:h mdﬁy 19540
‘each guarter from Septeuber quaxtor, 1952,

significance for general statistical purposes, They =re inserted to wveid tke minor
distortions that would occur in rounding off the figures to the neavest whole mmbo:.
(b) Weighted average. (o) See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of +this Bulletin,

10, . Tbe above indexes measurs price movements for each oity individually and

the difference in degrae of priocs movement ln respective sities over the pericds shown.
But they do not provide a comparison of abs uto :et,ei.[ pr:lce 1evels in any oi’cy with
the reétail price levels of any other o tyo N

1", The Interim Retail Price Index was ﬁrst publiahod and doacr;bod in 3.965
It has been compiled for the years 195051 to 1958-59 ‘and ‘For
The list of items covered by ihe index is

‘ _representative of & high proportion of expenditure of wage earner houssholds., The

group weights and the item wolghts of the Interim Index relate broadly to the consum~
ptton pattom of 1950-»53°

12, The 1ist of itéws in ths Interin Ir.dox 4s moro comprebensive than that of
the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weighte and group weights differ
substantially from thoes used in the "C* Series Index. A cowpariéon of group weiglits *

= and of the list of iteme in the yes ﬁoiivo indoxos is shown on pa"ms 9 o~ 12, of tho o

arumal "'.-abour Ropor&" Hoo 46 (1953

Thoee of the "C" Series Index relate to the pre-war pattern,




4. . . |

13. At times appreciable disparities appear in the movement of the respective
indexes for individusi cities from quarter to guarter, - The Interim Index, Yéing
baged on recent weights and an extended list of items, 1s the more representative
measure of guarterly retail price variations, .

14, The following table shows the Interim Index for the six capital cities
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with "C" Series Indei
numbers converted arithmetically to the same base year. . In view of the fluctuations:
in prices of potatoes and onions {see page 1 of this Bulletin) this table shows index
numbers for both sexlies including and excluding those two commodities,
TABLE 3 s COMPARATIVE MOVAMENTS IN RETAIL PRICES (Base s Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)
Poriod ' Six Capital Cities (Weighted Average)
#C® Series Index © - Interim Indez_r
: ' & © B
Yoar ended June -~ 1953 100,0 100,0 100:0
1954 102.8 192,2 102.5
1955 103.,7 103.7 103.6
A B
1956 107.5 108,8 107.0 108,0
1958 114.7 114.3 115.7 115.6
1959 117.5 117.2 118,4 118,5
Quarter - 1955 3 March 103.9 - 503.8 103.8
June 10%.0 104.5 1047
A B :
September 1¢5.° 106,6 105.1 105.7 |
Do cember 106,7 107.7 106,3 16%,0 f
1956 3 March 107.8 109,0 107.4 108,3 |
¥ Juné 109.7 11,8 109.,4 1108
September 111.1 115.6 111.5 114.4
Do cember 191,7 14,2 112.5 114.2
1957 ¢ March 112.6 112,8 113.5 113.7
June 113.5 113.8 114.5 194,8
September '$14.0 113.8 115.1 115,1
Do cember 114.0 113.5 115.1 114.9
1958 ¢+ March 115,0 114.7 : 115.9 115,8
June 15.9 115,3 : 16,7 116.5
September 116,13 115,7 117.1 116,92
Deocember 117.3 17,0 118.3 18,3
1959 : March - 17.¢ 117.8 118,8 19,0
June 113.6 118,4 119.7 119,7
September 119,7 119.6 120.4 120.5
Dacember 121,0 120.8 o 121,84 &« 12148

(a) See note to Table 1 herein.

“Indexes in columms "A"™ excludse, and those in orlumns "% include, the
effects of price charges of potetces and onions, Bee parzgraphs ) and 4 on page 1 of
this Bulletin. '

15. The vental component used in these retail price indexes has besn continued
on the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report" No, 41 (1952), Analysis
of data of the Census of 1954 ard recent surveye shows that iu all oities. the numbers
of houses privately rented have diminished substantially and that rents of the
residual houses (alone) are no longer sufficiently representative as the housing
component of the »etail price indoxes.  The bousing compoment: 15 under consideration.
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