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. | NOTES

CHANGES IN THIS ISSUE Data on all previous children for South Australia and Tasmania are included in this
publication for the first time.

1 . :
Data on all-previous births are now presented on a State of usual residence basis rather

than on a State of registration basis.
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PLEASE NOTE Year of occurrence data are subject to revision as a number of late registrations are
reported each year. These revisions have minimal effect on the figures excepr those of

the most recent one or two years.
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SYMBOLS AND QOTHER n.a. not available

USAGES n.p. not available for publication but included in totals where applicable
ny.a. not yet available
p preliminary
r figure or series revised since previous issue

.. not applicable
— nil or rounded 1o zero
—_— break in continuity of series where drawn across a column between

consecurive figures
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INQUIRILES For information about other ABS statistics and services, please refer to the back of this
pubiication.

For further information about these statistics, contact Michael Nunn on (06) 252 6755.

W. MclLennan
Australian Statistician
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ANALYSIS

OVERVIEW L. ittt i cen e aa e anas

In 1895, 256,000 births, made up of 131,000 bays and 125,000 girls were registered in

Australia.

The 256,000 births regis_tered in 1995 represented a 10% increase over the number
registered in 1975 (233,000) and a 4% increase over the number registered in 1985
(247,000). However, as the female population aged 15--49 years increased by 41%
between 1975 and 1995 and by 17% between 1985 and 1995, birth rates have declined.

The total fertility rate in Australia in 1995 was 1.8 children per woman. It has been
stable in recent years, fluctuating between 1.8 and 1.9 throughout the 1980s and 1990s.
It was comparable to the 1otal fertility rates of the United Kingdom and Canada

{both 1.8}, lower than those of many of Australia's regional neighbours such as New
Zealand (2.6), Indonesia (3.1), Malaysia (3.7) and Papua New Guinea (4.9), but higher
than that of Korea (1.7) and Japan (1.4). Australia’s totat fertility rate in 1995 was also
higher than those of many of her past major immigration source couniries in Europe
such as Italy (1.3}, Greece {1.4) and the Netherlands {1.6).

TOTAL FERTILITY RATES(A), AUSTRALIA(B) AND SELECTED COUNTRIES(C)

Selecled countries Tota! fertifity rate Sejected countries Total fertility rate
Australia 1.8 Malaysia 3.7
Canada 1.8 Netherlands 16
China 2.2 New Zealand 2.1
Greece 14 Papua New Guinea 448
Hong Kong 12 Philippines 4.0
Indonesia 3.1 Poland 2.1
Italy 1.3 & Lanka 2.5
India 3.9 United Kingdom 1a
tapan 1.4 United States of America 21
Kaorea, Republic of 1.7 Former Yugoslavia i8
Lebanon 31 Viet Nam 38

R R R T I N NI IS
{a) Per woman,

() Reference period 1995,

(c} Reference penod 1893 and 1994.

Source for overseas countries:  The State of the World's Chifdren, 1994, United Nations Children's Fund.
United Nations Demographke Year Book, 1994, United Nations.

The structure of fertility in Australia, as measured by the age-specific birth rates, was
similar to that of some of Australia's major trading partners such as New Zealand.

Canada, the United Kingdom, Japan and other low-moderate fertility countries.

The age group of peak fertility in Australia and in these countries was 25-29 years.
followed by 30-34 and 20-24 years. Teenage fertility was very low, with women aged
less than 20 years contributing between 1% (Japan) and 8% (New Zealand) to the total
fertility rate. Australian women aged less than 20 years contributed 6% to the total
fertility rate.
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For women horn since 1930, fertility has been higher in Australia than in most
European countries, except lceland and Ireland. Australian women born between 1930
and 1935 had a completed fertility of three children on the average, compared tc two
and a half in most European countrics. Women born in the 1930s had the highest
tertility of women this century, and were the main contributors o the high fertility in
the baby boom era after World War 1.

Of the births registered in 1995, 68,000 (27%) were ex-nuptial, of which paternity was
acknowledged in 83% of cases. The propartions of ex-nuptial births and of ex-nuptial

births that are paternity-acknowledged, have both increased consistently since 1975.

Of the 256,000 births registered in 19935, 194,700 (76.0%) were to mothers born in
Australia. About 14,300 births (5.0%) were o mothers born in the United Kingdom and
[reland. 6,400 {2.5%) to mothers born in New Zealand, and 4.600 (1.8%) to mothers
bom in Viet Nam. This distribution reflects the distribution of the female population of
reproductive ages born in these countries. Overall, Australian-bom women who gave
birth in 1995 were younger than overseas-born women who gave birth, The median age
at confinement for Australian-bom women was 28.6 years compared to median ages of
30 years and over lor almost all overscas countries of birth, except Lebanon (28.0
years), the former Yugoslavia {29.3 years) and Viet Nam (29.5 vears). The age group
contributing the largest share of confinements was 25-29 years (33%) for women born

in Australia and 30-34 years (35%) lor women born overseas.

CONFINEMENTS, BY Birthplace and Age of Mother—1895

S R T I I T T T T T Tk I T SRR CIP R

Austrafian-born Overseas-bom
mothers ... mothers._._._..

Age group (years) ro. % no. %
12 and under 11304 58 1243 21
20-24 38914 2603 7898 130
2529 64 165 334 18 320 302
30-324 54 781 285 21 400 a52
38-39 18774 103 g811 1€.2
4Q and over 2 586 1.6 18086 a1
Not stated 58 0.0 150 c2
Total 191 983 100.0 60 725 100.0

D L T I T A T R RO T,

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women have higher fertility than women in the
total Austratian population. In 1995, the total fertility rate of Indigenous women ranged
between 2.3 in South Australia and 2.9 in the Northern Territory. Indigenous women
having a baby in 1995 were, on the average, vounger than women in the total Australian
population. The median age at childbearing among Indigenous women was between 23

and 24 years compared tc 29 years among women in the total Australian population.

Between 1975 and 1995, the number of births registered in South Australia and
Tasmania declined by 2.8% and 6.3%. respectively. There was very little change in
Victoria while New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory experienced
modest increases in the numbers of births registered. On the other hand, there were
substantial increases in Queensland (28.0%), Western Australia (23.4%) and the
Northern Territory (65.5%). These differences partly reflected changes in the

popuiation of women in the reproductive ages in the various States and Territories.
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OVERVIEW
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; 1 BIRTHS: SUMMARY{a), STATES AND TERRITCRIES, 1995
‘ Other
; NSW Vie. Old 54 w4 Tas. NT ACT  Territories Australia
BIRTHS
) Total births 87,849 62,591 46484 19336 25,139 6,570 3,766 4,415 M 256,190
Males 44 884 32108 23,863 8,977 12942 3390 1,960 2291 17 131,432
: Fernales 42965 30483 22621 2339 12,197 3,180 1,806 2,124 23 124,758
i. Sex ratio 104.5 1053 105.5 106.6 106.1 106.6 108.5 107.9 7349 105.3
- . Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander births 2,345 . .. 554 1,492 .. 1,354 52 .. 6,640
Males 1,226 .. .. 281 744 . 681 33 .. 3,392
Females i,119 .. . 273 748 .. 673 19 - 3,248
Sex ratio 109.6 .. . 1029 99,5 i 101.2 173.7 o 104.4
Nuptizl births 65939 48562 32229 14041 17664 4,381 1,613 3,280 31 188,140
Ex-nuptial births —
MNumber 21,910 13,629 14,255 5,295 7475 2,189 2,153 1,135 9 68,050
Percentzge of total live births 249 21.8 30.7 274 29.7 333 572 257 225 26.6
P Paternity acknowledged births —
) Murmnber 1835% [1.527 11,769 4516 6,304 1.896 1,384 925 ] 56,688
- Percentage of total ex-nuptial births 838 84.6 826 853 843 866 64.3 g15 88.9 833
Crudg birth rate 14.4 139 142 13.1 14.5 139 217 14.5 14.5 14.2
Age-specific hirth rates —
15-19 203 13.8 252 174 244 249 88.0 14.6 227 205
20-24 69.7 54.1 746 60.0 7.7 B3.8 129.5 50.1 38.5 66.7
25.29 123.1 1188 1214 1193 1248 132.6 124.1 115.0 149.1 121.6
30-34 107.5 112.1 983 104.0 104.7 98.4 95.% 106.8 97.9 106.1
35-39 447 450 378 41.1 39.8 358 414 44.9 36.2 425
40-44 79 7.5 6.2 R 6.1 4.0 1.7 6.8 — 7.2
45-49 03 0.3 02 0.2 a3 0z 0.2 — 0.3
Toral fertility rate 1.867 1.758 1.820 1.750 1.859 1.909 2433 1.692 1.722 1.824
3_ Net reproduction rate 0.901 0.845 0.871 0.836 0.8391 0.916 1.§34 0.803 — 0.876
) CONFINEMENTS
' Totai confinements 86,691 61,685 45398 19053 24,791 6480 3,711 4,359 40 252,708
First nuptial 26,199 20,255 12,562 5,717 6,968 1,924 656G 1321 10 75,606
All nuptial 650168 48222 31,761 13815 17396 4318 1,582 3,237 1 185378
Paternity acknowledged 18155 11,384 11,671 4468 6,230 1.871 1,366 918 8 56,071
All ex-nuptial 21,675 13463 14,137 5238 7395 2,162 2,129 1,122 9 67,330
Median age of mother (years} —
First nuptial 28.5 28.9 28.1 29.1 285 283 28.5 28.6 313 28.6
- All nuptial 3G.1 303 297 304 30.0 29.7 296 302 308 el
P Paternity acknowledged 252 258 24.6 255 249 248 250 250 263 25.2
: All ex-nuptial 249 257 242 253 245 245 239 248 260 249
: Total 292 29.7 284 294 288 285 26.8 294 29.9 291
: Median age of father (years} - -
E Nuptiat 326 326 321 327 324 32.0 32.1 325 328 2.5
Patemnity acknowledged 279 28.3 27.1 28.1 27.5 276 276 279 335 27.8
All fathers where age is known o 320 3.1 31.9 31.s 311 364 31.8 328 31.7
Median duration of marriage (yvears) —
First nuptial 2.4 2.7 24 23 25 2.6 2.0 25 2.1 2.5
Nuptial 45 4.8 4.5 48 45 46 39 4.6 5.0 4.6
Nuptial confinements —
Previous hirths —
0 26,199 20,255 12,562 5717 6,968 1,924 650 1,321 10 75,606
1 23,080 17095 11442 5060 6335 1,371 571 1,20¢ 12 66,175
2 10,671 7,705 5415 2,10 2,878 673 251 503 6 30,252
3 3495 2165 1,626 632 241 215 78 146 2 9,200
4 945 587 441 164 229 79 12 46 ] 2,504
5 and over 617 415 275 92 145 56 20 21 — 1,641
Average number of births 2.0 1.9 2.0 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.0

{8} See Glossary for definitions of the terms used.
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2 BIRTHS: SUMMARY({a), SELECTED YEARS

7985 1990 1994 1992 7993 1994 1995
BIRTHS
Taotal births 247,348 262,648 257,247 264,151 260,229 258,051 256,190
Males 126,813 135,194 131,965 135,601 133,572 132,625 131,432
Females 120,535 127,454 125282 128,550 126,657 125426 124758
Sex ratio 105.2 106.1 1853 105.5 105.5 105.7 1053
Nuptial births 209,073 205,241 198,024 200,783 195,355 191,959 188,140
Ex-nuptial hirths —
Number 38,275 57,407 59,223 63,368 64,874 66,092 68,050
Percentage of total Hve births 15.5 219 23.0 240 249 256 26.6
Paternity acknowledged births —
Number 26,121 44,257 47064 51,349 53,016 54,333 56,688
Percentage of total ex-nuptial births 68.2 77.1 79.5 81.0 817 822 833
Crude birth rate 15.7 154 149 151 147 14.5 14.2
Age-specific birth rates -
15-19 22.8 221 221 21.9 269 207 20.5
20-24 95.8 794 750 74.8 711 69.2 06.7
25-29 146.0 137.9 132.0 1325 130.0 126.0 1206
30-34 8.0 1017 100.2 1{4.6 105.5 1051 106.1
35-39 269 34.7 360 3184 350 41.2 41,5
4-44 45 55 535 6.1 6.3 6.7 72
45-49 0.2 02 02 03 0.z 03 0.3
Total fertility raie 1.926 1.907 1.855 1.894 1.865 1.846 1.824
Net reproduction rate 0.905 0.911 0.890 0.909 0.896 {.882 0.876
CONFINEMENTS
Toral confinements 244,672 259,435 251.861 260,669 256,703 254,547 252,708
¥irst nuptial 82,860 84,228 81,179 80,821 77718 77,166 75,606
All nuptial 206,739 202,585 195,258 198,002 192,518 189,160 185,378
Paternity acknowledged 25,879 43,825 46,560 50,774 52,448 53.742 56,071
Al exnuptial 37933 56,850 58,603 62,667 64 E85 65,387 67,330
Medion ape of morher (years) --
First nuptial 263 276 278 28.0 283 285 28.6
All uptial 278 29.0 29.3 295 297 299 30.1
Patemnity acknowledged 236 24.5 245 24.6 248 249 2512
All ex-nuptial 231 4.0 24.1 243 245 24.6 249
Total 273 283 28.5 287 289 29.0 29.1
Median age of father (years) —
Nuptial 304 314 316 318 320 323 325
Paternity acknowiedged 26.5 27.3 273 274 275 274 27.8
AH fathers where age is known 0.0 309 3L0 32 314 316 Mz
Median duration of marriage (vears) —
First nuptial 24 2.3 24 24 2.5 23 2.5
Nuptial 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6
Nuptial confinements —
Previous births —
) 82,860 84,228 81,179 80,821 77,718 77,166 75,606
! 73.114 68,301 67,085 69,467 68,389 67,123 66,175
2 34,774 34,026 32,230 32,644 31,801 31,118 30,252
3 11,246 11,179 10,300 10,522 10,145 9,508 9,200
4 2,867 : 3,089 2,811 2,843 2,731 2,500 2,504
5 and over 1,877 1,761 1,680 1,702 1,733 1,655 1,641
Average number of births 20 20 20 2.0 20 20 2.0

{a) See Glossary for definitions of the 1erms used,
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3 BIRTHS: NUMBERS BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES {PRELIMINARY)

OVERVIEW

NOTE: Yeer of occurrence data are subject to revision as a number of late registrations are
reported each year, These revisions have minimal effects on the figures except those

of the most recent 1 or 2 years.

Other
NSW Vie. Qid sS4 WAfla) Tas. NT ACTb) Territories  Ausiralia
1985 84,286 61,102 40,259 19.691 23,167 7,176 3,327 4,074 — 243,082
1994 89341 66,538 44 830 19,679 25,638 7,000 3,494 4518 — 261,038
199§ 87,868 64,622 44 435 19,430 24,699 6913 3,629 4,612 256,209
1992 %9 R67 65,495 46,178 19,729 24 999 6,986 3,721 4,430 — 261,406
1993 87,812 64,087 46,689 19,572 24 895 6.810 3,640 4412 39 257,956
1994 87422 64,025 46,725 19,375 24,852 6,861 3,588 4,481 - 42 257,371
1993 85,262 62,361 46,401 19,14} 24,582 6,398 3,697 4,000 55 251,897
{a} Includes Chrisunas isiand and Cocaos {Keeling} Island prior to 1993, (k) Includes Jervis Bay Territory prier to 1993
4 CRUDE BIRTH RATES BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES (PRELIMINARY}
Other
NSW Vie. Qid 54 WAta) Tas. NT ACT(h) Territories  Australia
198RS 154 14.8 157 144 163 16.2 224 16.2 — 15.4
1990 153 15.2 {55 13.7 15.9 152 214 16.0 —— 153
1991 149 14,6 150 134 15.1 14.8 21.9 16.0 — 14.8
1992 15.1 i4.7 15.2 13.5 15.1 149 222 I5.1 — 149
1993 14.6 14.4 15.0 134 148 14.4 21.5 148 n.a. 14.6
1994 14.4 14.3 14.6 132 14.6 145 21.0 14.9 n.a, 4.4
1995 14.1 13.9 14.5 13.0 14.5 i35 2l.6 13.3 n.a. i4.1

{a} Encludes Christmas 1sland and Cocos {Keeling) 1sland prior to 1993. (b} Includes fervis Bay Temritory prier to 1993.
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NATHONAL REGISTRATIONS

FERTILITY

YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA

The total number of births registered in Australia in 1995 was 256,200, out of which
229,000 (89.4%) occurred in 1995. The remaining 27,200 births registered in 1995 had

occurred in previous years. Some births that cccurred in 1995 are yet to be registered.

The fertility of women, as reflected in the total fertility rate based on registered births in
1995, was 1.8 children per woman. The total fertility rate is the number of children a
woman would have by the end of her reproductive lifespan if she were to have children,

at each age, according to the current fertility of women.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE(a}

Rate
2.5

2.0 \\

1.5 T Y
1975 . 1980 1985 1930 1995

Year

{a) Per woman.

The total fertility rate has remained fzirly stable in recent years, fluctuating between 1.8
and 1.9 throughout the 1980s and 1990s, having declined from a level of 2.2 in 1975.
The decline was accompanied by changes in the age pattern of fertility, with the median
age of mothers increasing and higher proportions of births occurring to older women.

Such changes continued even though the total fertility rate was stable.

Most of the decline in the fertility rate over the period 1975-95 occurred among younger
women. The fertility of women aged less than 20 and 2024 years declined by almost
50% between 1975 and 1995, while that for women aged 25-29 years declined by about
19%. The fertility of older women, aged 3034 years and 35-39 years, increased during
the period.

The decline in fertility 2mong women aged less than 20 years and 20-24 years accounted
for almost all of the decline in fertility in 1975-85. In 1985-95 the bulk of the decline was
contributed by women aged 20-24 and 25-29 years.
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YEAR OF REGISTRATION - NATIONAL DATA
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Age

Between 1975 and 1995, age-specifc birth rates changed more rapidly among women
aged less than 30 years than among those aged 30 years or more. This is related to the
social, economic and demographic factors that influence fertility and which tend to
exert a more varied and powerful influence on women's fertility behaviour at younger
ages than at older ages. Among these factors are marital status, level of education,

labour force status, occupation and career aspirations.

The major aspect of the changes in the age pattern of fertility was a shift in fertility

towards older ages.

AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES(A)

Rate
150

50

) T T
15-19 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Age group (years)

(a) Per 1,000 warnen.

The age group of peak fertility was 25-20 years. Although the age group of peak fertility
did not change over the decade 1985-95, its proportional contribution to the total
fertility rate declined from 38% in 1985 to 33% in 1995. At the same ame, the
proportional contribution of women aged 20-24 years declined from 25% to 18%, while
that of women aged 30-34 years increased from 23% to 20%. This was a continuaticn of
trends identified in the mid 1970s. Women aged 30--34 years became the second most
fertile group in the mid 1980s, while women aged 20-24 years became the third most
fertile group.

With fertility decline and a shifting of fertility to older ages, the total contribution of the
three most fertile age groups (2024, 25-29 and 30-34 years) to the total fertility rates
declined from 86% in 1985 to 81% in 1995. Teenage contribution to fertility also
declined from 9.3% of the total fertility rate in 1975 to 5.6% in 1995,
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YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE TOTAL FERTILITY RATE

%
4D

30
1975

#® 1995
20

15-19 20-24 2529 30-34 35-39 40+
Age group (years)

Replacement fertility
Replacement fertility occurs when the number of daughters a woman would expect to
have by the end of her reproductive lifespan if she were subject, at each age, to the
prevailing rates of fertility and mortality (the net reproduction rate) is one. It is an

tmportant indication of the capacity of a population to replace itself.

Australia's fertility was below the natural replacement level in 1995, and had been so for
almost two decades. The net reproduction rate in 1995 was 0.88, a figure which has
declined by 16% from its level of 1.05 in 1975 and 0.91 in 1985.

CONFINEMENTS
A rotal of 253,000 confinements were registered in 1995, down from 255,000 in 1994,
This is the lowest number of confinements since 1990 when 259,000 were registered.
The 253,000 confinements registered in 1995 however represent a 3.3% increase over
the number registered in 1985 and a 10% increase over 1975,

Age of mothers
The average age of women having a baby has risen steadily over the years. Consistent
with the shift in fertility to older ages, women who registered a birth in 1995 were almost
two years older than comparable women in 1985. The median age of women who
registered a birth in 1995 was 2.1 vears compared to 27,3 years in 1985 and 25.8 years in
1975.

Women who registered a nuptial birth in 1995 were, on average, about five years older
than women registering an ex-nuptial birth. The median age at first nuptial confinement
was 28.6 years compared to a median age of 30.1 years for all nuptial confinements and a
median age of 24.9 years for all ex-nuptial confinements,

For unmarried women the age at confinement is also related to whether or not the
confinement is paternity-acknowledged. In 1995, women whose ex-nuptial births were
paternity-acknowledged were slightly older (25.2 years) than all women having
ex-nuptial births (24.9 years).
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l.. Age of fathers

i Ex-nuptial confinements

YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA
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For both nuptial a;ld ex-nuptial confinements, the age at confinement was higher in
1995 than in any previous year. The greatest increase occurred for married women
giving birth to their first baby. Between 1975 and 1995 the median age at confinement
for all mothers increased by 3.3 years and for all nuptial confinements by 4.0 years,
while that for first nuptial confinements increased by 4.6 years. The median age at
confinement for all unmarried women increased by 3.6 years, from 21.3 years in 1975 1o
24.9 years in 1995, while for those whose births were paternity-acknowledged the
increase was 1.5 vears over the period.

The age of fathers has alsa increased. The median age of all fathers whose partners had
a baby in 1995 was 31.7 vears. Much of the increase was contributed by married fathers.
Between 1975 and 1995 the median age of married fathers increased by almast four
years, from 28.6 to 32.5 years. In contrast, the median age of unmarried fathers who
acknowledged ex-nuptial births increased by two years between 1979 (the first year for
which reliable data are available) and 1995, from 25.8 years to 27.8 years. In 1995,
married fathers were, on average, about four years older (32.5 years) than fathers who

acknowledged ex-nuptial births (27.8 years).

An increasing number of births is occurring to women who are not in a registered
marriage. In 1995, 27% of all births occurred to women who were not in a registered
marriage, compared to 16% in 1985 and 10% in 1975. At the same time, an increasing
propaortion of births occurring outside a registered marriage are being
paternity-acknowledged. In 1995, over 83% of alt ex-nuptiai births were
paternity-acknowledged, up from 77% in 1990, 68% in 1985 and 57% in 1979.

TOTAL CONFINEMENTS, BY AGE AND NUPTILITY

R e R R T A R O T T S SR N

Ex-nuptial

Al confinements.. ... confinements............
Age group (yoars) no, % no. %
EIENC-BE A S BB I IR R A B A - - N S RN S 2 T
19 and under 12 547 5.0 11243 16.7
20-24 46 810 18.8 22 951 341
26-29 a2 404 32.6 16 286 242
30-34 i8 181 230.2 10 752 18.0
35-39 28 585 117 4917 7.3
40 and aver 4 882 1.9 1031 15
Nat stated 200 0.1 150 0.2
Total 252 708 100.0 €7 330 100.0
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The bulk of ex-nuptial confinements occur to younger women, with about
three-quarters of all ex-nuptial confinements occurring to women aged less than 30
years. In 1995, women aged 2024 years accounted for 34% of all ex-nuptial
confinements, while women aged 25~29 years contributed 24%. Teenage mothers
accounted for 17% of all ex-nuptial confinements.

Wormen aged less than 25 years contributed over 50% to ex-nuptial confinements
compared to 24% of all confinements.
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Birthplace of mother

YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA
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The proportion of all confinements that are ex-nuptial is also related to age, The
younger the age of mother, the higher the likelihood that her confinement will be
ex-nuptial, In 1995, almost 90% of all confinements to teenage motiers were ex-nuptial,

dropping to 49% lor 20-24 year-old women and to 14% for women aged 3(0-34 years.

The proportion then increased to 21% for women aged 40 years and over. This pattern
among older women is associated with the increasing incidence of de facto marriages,

particularly among those who have previously been in a registered marriage.

PROPORTION OF CONFINEMENTS THAT ARE EX-NUPTIAL

%
100

tnder 20 20-24 2529 30-34 35-39 40 + 45-49
Ags group of moiher {years)

Reflecting the birthplace compasition of women in the reproductive age groups, 76% of
mothers were born in Australia. A further 9% were born in Europe, 5% in South-East

Asia and 4% in countries in Oceania {other than Australia), mainly New Zealand.

Among mothers born overseas, the United Kingdom was the maost common place of
birth with 5.3% (13,400) of all women who registered a confinement in 1995 giving il as
their birthplace. New Zealand was the second most common, accounting for 6,300
women or 2.5% of all confinements, followed by Viet Nam with 4,600 confinements or

1.8% of all confinements.
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CONFINEMENTS, BY NUPTIALITY AND MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE

VR APV F A IR AR T LA AN AL VN AANA A AN VAP T AL VR ALY VALY AARY YA

Nuptiaf

Al confinements.... confinements........
Birthplace of mother no. % na. %
G ¢ Bl SV ALY IEENT PO S LW RS WSS S WSS B
Australia 191 683 76.0 134742 72.7
Cther Oceania 2052 36 5 040 2.2
Eurcpe and USSR 22008 B.7 18 208 ag
Mid-East and North Africa 5 505 2.2 5 265 29
South-East Asia 11 411 45 g 646 52
North-East Asia 5035 2.0 4 887 25
Scuthern Asia 2 684 1.1 2 602 1.4
The Americas 2863 1.1 2461 1.3
Africa exci. North Africa 1 BO7 0.8 1618 0.9
Total 252 708 100.0 185 378 100.0
P LA 2O ARC NP AR T AL L O s L s Dl RS XPO L PPL KON

The peak age group for confinements in 1995 was 25-29 years, followed by 30-34 years
and 20-24 years. This pattern held for women bomn in Australia, other Oceania and the
Middle-East and North Africa, but not for women born elsewhere.

Other overseas-born women who registered a confinement in 1995 were slightly oider,
with the peak age group being 30-34 vears, followed by 25-29 years and 35-39 years.
The older age of overseas-bom women at confinement is related to their age structure.
Compared to Australian-born women, there are higher proportions of averseas-born

women at the older ages where most of the confinemenis tock place.

CONFINEMENTS, BY BIRTHPLACE AND AGE OF MOTHER

B T T L T T T - R T T A I I T T R I

BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER 1ottt iiiraiiirierrerrsrrsrersirscsnrsnsnssasssnrssssrnncns nenernsanean

Mid-East South North Africa

Cther Furope and  and North Fast East Southern The (excl. Morth

Australia  Oceania USSR Africa Asia Asia Asia  Americas Africa)

Age goup (years) % % % % % % % % %
19 and under under 590 4.8 13 3.0 24 0.2 0.6 21 1.9
20-24 20.3 18.8 ae 242 154 4.2 10.9 12.7 12.4
25-29 334 314 30.7 a3l 29.1 235 332 30.1 311
30-34 285 20.8 365 258 0.4 46.9 30.0 34.6 35.6
35-39 10.3 13.1 18.2 11.6 185 21.7 14.0 1756 15.7
40 and over 1.6 2.1 23 2.3 41 3.8 2.2 3.0 3.2
Not stated 0.0 0.0 0.0 Q.2 03 Q.0 01 0.0 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

D I I I I T I A T N N A N A T I A B I A S
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Country of birth
Overseas-born women who registered a confinement in Australia in 1995 had, in most

cases, total fertility rates higher than the total fertility rate of women born in Australia,
but lower than the total fertility rates of their countries of birth. Women bor in the
United Kingdom and New Zealand had total fertility rates marginally lower than women
living in thase two countries, while women born in Viet Nam, the Philippines, India or
Malaysia had total fertility rates substantially lower than the rates for their countries of
birth. The total fertility rate for women born in the former Yugoslavia was the same as
the rate for women still living in Yugoslavia. The total fertility rates for women born in
Lebanon or China were higher than the corresponding rates for women living in those

two countries.

Since fertility is reiated to a complex set of socio-economic factors, the difference
between overseas-born women living in Australiz and women living in corresponding

averseas countries in these characteristics will affect the fertility of the two groups.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATES OF SELECTED COUNTRIES AND AUSTRALIA

AN YA AL E MR TR RS N L LS MR ARY R AT YR AT R AR P ALY M AA YR A YR A Ao

Country of birth of
women whao registered a

Selected countries Total fetiity rate tirth in Australia in 1995 Total fartiitty rate
L A T R T T T A A A A T T S R N . TS
Australia 1.8 Australia 1.8
United Kingdom 1.8 United Kingdom 1.7
New Zealand 2.1 New Zealand 2.0
Viet Nam 2.8 Viet Nam 2.5
Labanon 3.1 Lebanon 34
Philippines 4.0 Philippines 21
China 2.2 China 2.7
Former Yugoslavia 1.g Former Yugoslavia 18
India 2g India 1.8
Malaysia a7 Malaysia 1.3

R S R R N AT R I R A I I A N I I AP )
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CONFINEMENTS THAT ARE EX-NUPTIAL, BY Mother's Birthplace

AUSIANE |rrrrrrrrrrr e e e
Other OCEAIIA |+ v e e rrmemreren e aas e P
Empe .......................... k]
Mid-East & North Africa [-- @
South-East Asia [«roxrrreroooeoes *®
North-East Asia [-- oo .
Southern Asia |-~ @
The Amencas | ----------------+---+ 2
Africa excl North Africa fro--cooeermmeeree -

Birthplace of parents
Abcut 30% and 34%, respectively, of all confinements 1o Australian-born women and

women born elsewhere in Oceania {mainly New Zealand) were ex-nuptial compared to
17% for women born in other overseas regions. The lowest proportions of ex-nuptial
births occurred ameng women born in the Middle-East and North Africa, followed by

women born in Southern Asia.

Among the parents of nuptial births in 1995, fathers born in Viet Nam, Lebanon, the
Philippines, China or India were more likely than those born elsewhere to have a
partner born in the same country. Mothers born in Viet Nam, Lebanon, China or India
were also more likely than those born elsewhere to have a partner born in the same
country. In most cases overseas-born fathers were more likely tc have an Australian-
born partner than were overseas-born mothers, A major exception is the Philippines
where the proportion of mothers with Australian-born partners was five times the
propertion of fathers with Australian-bom partners. These proportions reflect the

marriage patterns of women in Australia.

L N e R R A N R R R R R I R R R e RN N R TR R TR
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NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS, BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF PARENTS

B T A S I B I I - R A T i T B T T A - T Ty

COUNT RIES OF BIRTH. e iee v et srnsstnseeneeaaamsraaaaeaaneeeneesissneeaasennarnes
Former
United New Viet Yugosiav
Australia Kingdom Zealand Nam Llebanon Phifippines  China  Republics indla Malaysia
Farent characteristics % % % % % % % % % %
Father born in country shown and
mother bom in Australia Ba.7 855 553 11 21.2 8.0 2.4 35.0 7.8 254
Father born ih country shown and
mother bom in same overseas country — 227 281 888 Ti5 833 820 558 681 46.3
Father born in country shown and 14.0
mother bom in other overseas country 13.3 118 166 101 7.3 37 158 0.2 28.3
Tatal 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Mother born in country shown and

father born in Australia 250 837 538 17 o5 409 88 221 183 248
Mcther bom in country shown and

father born in same overseas country —_ 25.4 282 8098 82.4 388 70.0 69.7 715 40.0
Mather bom in country shown and

father born in other overseas country 149 0.8 17.2 7.4 81 203 232 a2 132 25.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.C 100.0

AR R A E R T AR N R TE R AP R A AV AR DKL AR REF RSP AR ERADEY AP A AT E APV AV RS A F NS C T NA SN AR T AT AR NS

PREVIOUS BIRTHS

The number of previcus births a woman has had provides an indication of past and
current fertility. The distribution of women according to previous births shows that the
pattern of fertility has changed very little over the past 26 years. About 40% of married
women who registered a birth in 1995 were first-time mothers. This proportion had
changed only marginally since 1975. Similarly. the proportion of women who had had
onc previous birth fluctuated between 34% and 36% throughout the period 1975-95,
with 36% of women whao registered a birth in 1995 having only had one previous birth.
The proportion of women whe had had two or more previous births also remained

refatively unchanged at 23%—25% over the same period.

D UA LT AN N AT NS B ER SN T AN T ADON NAO N RD LN AAON AR NADT VTSI N N PANYTAANTADV VATV AATYBINUBL IO B NN
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P

NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS, MOTHERS WITH PREVIOUS BIRTHS(A)

A s R AR APYNALTYAIC TP P LIV APON A AT ARV T AP AND B RS

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995

Previous /ssue % % % 36 %
P R T B - - - N R - L I S N N - 4
0 38.4 40.2 .40 41.8 40.8
1 36.4 239 354 a3.7 35.7
2 15.9 175 168 16.8 16.3
3 or more 9.3 8.4 77 7.9 7.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

EIE I I A T - A S A O

{a) Includes all prewous children of the mother in cument mamage.

The proportion of women having their first nuptial confinement in the first year of
marriage declines with age. About 50% and 75% of 15-19 year old mothers had a
nuptial confinement within the first seven months and one year, respectively, of
marriage, the proportion reducing to 5.6% and 12.8%, respectively, for 30-34 year old
women and then increasing thereafter to 9.6% and 18.4%, respectively, for women aged
40 vears and over. The higher proportion of young women having a birth within the
first seven months to one year of marriage is consistent with the high proportion of

young women having ex-nuptial confinements.

FIRST NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS, BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE

%
80 Under 7 months

#  Under 1 year

15-1¢ 20-24

Age group of mother (years)

AV B R NN B ANV R Pt YBIT T I P ANV ABIY VAR I BIN N CX 2B IV VEITYBITNYEAYTAAVNYBINYBINFEAN LA R AR IINYEANDN
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Multiple births
About 1.4% of all confinements resuit in a multiple birth. The proportion is higher for
nuptial confinements {1.5%) than for ex-nuptial confinements {1.1%). The difference in
the proportion of multiple births berween nuptial and ex-nuptial confinements may be
due, among other factors, to the higher incidence of ir vitro fertilisation techniques
among married than unmarried women. These techniques are known to produce a

higher incidence of multiple births than natural fertilisation methods,

CONFINEMENTS ENDING IN MULTIPLE BIRTHS

BRI I T I I R R I T T R A N

NEW vic. Qtd SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust.

Confinement % % % % % % % % %
Nuptial 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.4 1.5
Ex-nuptial 11 1.2 0.9 1.1 11 1.3 1.1 1.3 11
Total 1.3 1.5 1.3 1.8 1.4 14 14 1.4 1.4

PR R I N I I T R T R I I I T T L T N I R I R e N R LI A A A S Y
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8 AGE SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AUSTRALIA

Age group {vears) Total
Jertility
Selected years 15-19fa) 20-24 25-2¢ 1034 35-39 4044 45-49¢b) rate
1975 40.1 - 1339 149.6 74l 260 6.1 0.4 2.151
1980 2176 107.0 141.0 75.1 237 44 0.3 1.595
1985 225 941 143.4 872 264 44 0.2 1.39]
1990 2211 79.4 137.9 10L.7 34.7 5.5 02 1.907
1991 221 750 132.0 100.2 36.0 55 0.2 1.855
1992 219 74.8 1325 104.6 384 6.1 0.3 1.894
1993 209 71.1 130.0 105.5 34.0 6.3 02 1.865
1994 207 69.2 126.0 105.1 412 6.7 0.3 1.846
1995 20.5 66.7 121.6 106.1 425 7.2 03 1.824
{a) Includes births 10 mothers aged less than 15, (b) [ncludes births to mothers aged 50 and over.
¢ GROSS AND NET REPRODUCTION RATES, AUSTRALIA
Net reproduction rate(a)

Gross Life table
reproduciion experience on
Selected vears rate Rate which rate is based
1975 1.044 1.020 1975
{980 0.92} 0903 1980
1985 0.922 .905 1985
1990 0.926 0.911 1990
1961 0.903 0.890 1991
1992 0.922 0.909 1992
1993 0.908 0.896 1993
1994 0.897 0.882 1994
1995 0.888 0.876 1993-1995

(a) Net reproduction rates are based on Annual Life Tables calculated by the Australian Statistician.

10 CONFINEMENTS: MEDIAN AGES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA
Median age (years)
Mothers of
Fathers of
nuptial First nuptial Al nuptial
children children children

of current of current of current Ex-nuptial Total
Selected years marriage marrigge marriage chitdren mothers
1975 28.6 240 26.1 . 258
1980 296 252 27.0 219 26.6
1985 304 26.3 278 273
1960 3t4 27.6 290 2490 283
1991 31.6 27.8 29.3 241 285
1992 318 280 29.5 243 287
1993 321 283 29.7 24.5 28.9
1994 323 28.5 29.9 246 290
1995 325 28.6 30.1 249 29.1

e R R R o T O R N N
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YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA
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13 CONFINEMENTS: AGE AND BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1995

Age group (vears}
19 and 40 and Not
Birthplace of mother under 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 over stated Toral
OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA—
Australia 11,304 38914 64,165 54,781 19.774 2986 59 191,983
Fiji 24 i95 324 278 118 13 —_ 952
New Zealand 349 1,169 1,955 1,905 £32 127 2 6,339
Papua New Guinca 26 169 205 18¢ 66 7 — 662
Other 17 182 358 327 170 43 2 1,099
Toial 11,720 40.629 67.007 37,480 20,960 3,176 63 261,035
EUROPE AND FORMER USSR—
Austria 3 16 34 44 17 9 . 123
Former Czechoslavakia 4 25 41 26 17 1 — 114
Cyprus 3 40 85 83 29 8 —_ 248
Denmark - 4 52 56 20 — — 132
Former USSR & Baltic States 3 55 109 9 29 7 — 299
Former Yugoslav Republics 32 271 832 598 225 45 2 2,005
France 2 26 99 106 43 7 — 233
Germany 15 65 180 300 132 47 - 739
Greece 6 37 185 221 132 26 _— 607
Hungary 5 g 31 25 20 5 1 95
Ireland 9 29 142 306 122 23 — 631
[taly 4 38 271 453 231 54 — 1,051
Mailta 4 24 48 96 73 24 — 269
Netherlands 11 43 121 146 85 22 —_ 428
Poland 8 62 129 138 111 3 — 479
Portugal 7 31 66 83 32 4 — 223
Romania ] 45 68 30 27 1 1 178
Spain 1i 18 35 63 27 5 —_ 179
Switzerland 1 g 49 81 27 5 — 171
United Kingdom 152 1,092 4,081 5,606 2,120 k) 7] 1 13,444
Other 5 25 117 163 75 15 — 400
Total 294 1,962 5,795 8,720 3.594 731 5 22,008
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA—
Egypt 3 43 130 15% 81 17 1 434
[ran 4 30 92 91 47 11 — 275
lsrael 1 13 37 36 14 5 — 106
Lebanon 105 801 938 678 38 &7 3 2910
Syria 11 70 83 80 26 1 — 27
Turkey 27 256 34] 188 58 3 6 884
Other 13 117 200 186 93 16 — 625
Total 164 1,330 1,821 1,418 637 [25 i 5.505
SOUTHEAST ASlA—
Cambodia 22 180 257 171 93 22 4 745
Indonesia 15 105 268 257 123 24 — 792
Laos 11 57 86 74 38 H — 274
Malaysia 11 81 329 490 289 65 — 1,265
Philippines 63 294 709 907 592 132 2 2,654G
Singapore 4 68 106 157 100 16 — 451
Thailand 8 5] Pe 138 76 11 — 394
Viet Nam 108 914 1418 1211 753 183 26 4,613
(nher 1 g 43 69 51 2 e 174
Totat 243 1758 3,326 3.474 2,15 463 32 11411
NORTHEAST ASIA—
China k] 119 620 1,308 617 112 — 2,779
Hong Kong 3 28 184 592 296 36 — 1,139
Japan — 20 126 218 8] 11 1 457
Korea 1 26 182 152 62 9 — 432
Other 1 18 70 8% 39 11 — 228
Touwal & 211 fis2 2,359 1,093 179 I 5,035
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13 CONFINEMENTS: AGE AND BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1995 -continued

Age group (vears)
19 and 40 and Not
Birthplace of mother under 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 over swated Total
SOUTHERN ASIA— . A
India 5 133 490 511 169 19 1 1,328
Pakistan - 2 39 75 23 3 -— 192
Sri Lanka 4 40 226 380 155 33 1 839
Other 3 87 117 80 30 5 — 325
Total i5 292 892 1.046 377 50 2 2,684
THE AMERICAS—
Argentina 3 33 57 &1 i9 9 e 182
Canada 5 43 152 199 1i0 12 — 521
Caribbean — 6 i2 17 It — — 46
Central America 23 57 71 54 29 1 1 236
Chile 14 71 185 128 67 9 — 474
United States of America ¢ 81 238 365 196 46 — 935
Uruguay 3 34 74 45 12 3 — 17
Other 2 39 73 121 57 6 — 298
Total 59 384 862 940 S01 86 ! 2.863
AFRICA (Excluding North Africa}—
Kenya — 6 32 49 21 5 — 113
Mauritius 6 25 95 114 50 12 — 302
South Africa 19 83 218 271 114 26 — 733
Zimbabwe 3 23 48 57 35 4 — 174
Other 3 96 197 184 78 14 2 579
Total 36 2315 590 675 298 6! P4 1.897
Other and not stated 3 29 19 19 i 1 83 180
Total 12,547 46,810 82,4594 76,181 29,585 4,882 209 252,708
i
i.
14 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA
Previous births of the current marriage
3 and Neoi
Selected years ] / 2 3 4 aver stated Total
1975 - 81,543 73,457 33,036 11,652 3,979 3,572 28 207,267
1980 78,680 66,247 34,167 11,084 3,207 2,063 44 195,492
1985 82,860 73,114 34,774 11,246 2,867 1,877 — 206,739
1990 84,228 68,301 34,026 11,179 3,089 1,761 1 202,585
1991 $1,179 67,055 32,231 10,300 2,811 1,680 2 195,258
1992 80,821 69,467 32,644 10,522 2,843 1,702 3 198,002
1993 77,718 68,389 31,801 10,145 2,731 1,733 1 192,518
1994 77,166 67,123 31,118 9,508 2,500 1,655 — 189,160
1995 75,606 66,175 30,252 9,200 2,504 1,641 —_ 185,378
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YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA

18 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA, 1995

Fuather born in country shown and mother born in

Mother born in country shown and father born in

Some Different Same Different
overseas overseas overseas overseas
Country of birth Australia country country Totalfa)  Australia country country Total(a)
OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA—
Australia 114,591 — 17,554 132,167 114,591 — 20,114 134,742
Fiji 146 513 78 737 157 513 139 809
New Zealand 2,234 1,136 672 4,042 2,081 1,136 667 3,584
Papua New Guinea 321 53 74 448 323 53 73 449
Other 138 588 151 877 105 588 14 8§07
Totai 117,430 2,290 18,529 138271 Fi7,257 2,290 21,107 140,694
EUROPE AND FORMER USSR—
Austria 76 14 30 120 58 14 24 97
Former Czechoslovakia 42 44 40 126 28 4 23 95
Cyprus 138 119 65 322 73 119 45 237
Denmark 62 i35 35 12 66 15 20 101
Former USSR & Baltic States 33 185 24 232 37 185 56 278
Former Yugoslav Republics 799 1272 209 2280 403 1,272 150 1,825
France 139 27 71 237 112 27 s 214
Germany 438 80 187 705 335 80 165 580
Greece 673 223 128 1,024 284 223 60 576
Hungary 34 37 26 97 21 37 10 68
Ireland 289 204 162 655 23R 204 107 549
Ttaly 1,174 252 234 1,661 564 252 159 975
Malta 262 78 63 403 116 78 48 242
Netherlands 382 36 116 534 227 36 70 333
Poland 59 299 51 409 90 204 44 433
Portugal 88 123 45 256 44 123 30 197
Romania 36 138 30 204 7 138 19 164
Spain 106 23 58 187 84 23 48 155
Switzertand 74 33 40 147 79 33 38 150
United Kingdom 7,842 2,717 1,413 11,972 6,827 2,717 1,167 10,711
Other 157 58 82 297 184 58 76 318
Total 12,903 5,977 3.109 21,990 9,877 5.977 2,443 i8.298
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA—
Egypt 145 il4 106 565 66 314 46 426
Iran 36 229 68 333 17 229 21 267
Israel 57 32 52 141 37 32 34 103
Lebanon 691 2,339 240 3271 268 2,339 231 2,839
Syria $5 131 116 302 12 13} 123 266
Turkey 139 748 66 953 61 748 49 858
Other 130 364 229 723 60 364 182 606
Total 1,253 4,157 877 6,288 521 4,157 8816 5365
SOUTHEAST AS1A—
Cambodia 6 455 106 568 15 455 131 602
Indonesia 120 441 100 661 123 44] 169 733
Laos 6 181 51 238 2 181 28 211
Malaysia 261 475 291 1,027 414 475 299 1,188
Philippines 84 925 3% 1,048 973 925 484 2,383
Singapore 123 95 107 325 152 95 149 396
Thailand 16 45 21 86 154 49 122 325
Viet Nam 41 3317 376 3734 63 3317 270 3,650
Other 33 63 46 142 39 63 56 158
Total 690 6.001 1,137 7.829 1,935 6,001 1.708 9.646
NORTHEAST ASIA— :
China 50 1,744 332 2,126 169 1,744 578 2,491
Hong Kong 81 780 299 1,160 79 780 245 1,104
Japan 25 176 16 217 150 176 109 435
Korea 6 346 23 375 32 346 37 415
Other 5 122 52 179 28 122 72 222
Toial 167 3,168 722 4,057 438 3,168 1,04F 4,667
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15 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS:

YEAR OF REGISTRATION — NATIONAL DATA

BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA, 1995—continued

Father born in country shown and mother born in

Mother born in country shown and father born in

Same Different Same Different
overseas overseas overseas overseas
Couniry of birth Australia couniry CouIry Totwlta}  Australia country country Totai(a)
SOLTHERN ASIA—
India 242 218 189 1,349 197 918 170 1,285
Pakistan 44 143 63 250 20 143 25 188
Sri Lanka 131 662 87 880 102 662 52 816
Other 23 282 26 331 11 282 19 313
Toral 440 2,005 I65 2,810 330 2,005 266 2602
THE AMERICAS—
Argentina 53 a6 45 144 6i 46 43 150
Canada 274 34 87 395 332 34 82 449
Caribbean 45 2 20 &7 20 2 15 41
] Central America 28 134 3s 197 19 134 33 186
3 Chile 94 217 70 381 73 217 104 304
United States of America 314 i60 169 843 510 160 {70 840
Uruguay 57 43 48 148 48 43 45 136
Other 61 %0 60 21t 84 90 9] 265
Total 1126 726 534 2,386 1.147 726 587 2,461
AFRICA {Excluding North Africay—
Kenya 58 16 41 115 54 16 31 101
i_ Mauritius 04 107 62 263 88 107 65 260
South Africa 270 226 128 624 273 226 131 630
Zimhabwe ]| 22 44 157 64 22 56 142
Other 181 216 145 542 139 216 130 485
Foual 694 587 420 1,701 618 587 413 1,618
Cther and not stated K 1 & 46 24 1 35 30
Total 134,742 24,912 25,699 185,378 132,167 24,912 28,256 185,378

{a) Includes not stated.
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16 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: AGE AND PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1995
Previous births of the current marriage
Total  Average
5 and Not Toral births hirths
Age fvears} 7 H 2 3 4 over stated confinemenis fa) faj
15 and under 1 1 — — — — — 2 3 1.5
16 17 — — — — — 17 17 1.0
17 55 9 i — — — — 65 76 1.2
18 251 45 4 — — — — 300 354 12
19 715 195 9 — 1 —_— — 920 1,145 1.2
20 1,174 474 $0 4 — — — 1,702 2,299 1.4
21 1,743 892 167 20 — e — 2,822 4,133 1.5
22 2,587 1,319 330 52 5 H — 4,354 6,614 1.5
23 3,675 2,176 577 105 7 3 — 6,543 19,303 16
24 4,755 2,632 §48 176 12 g — 8438 13,509 1.6
25 5,740 3,320 1,031 233 31 7 — 10,422 16,906 1.8
26 6,359 4,122 1413 328 55 24 —— 12,298 20,710 1.7
27 6,735 4,696 1,699 411 76 30 — 13,647 23,608 1.7
28 6,561 5418 2,002 498 116 58 — 14,633 26,542 1.8
29 6,294 5743 2,350 381 157 63 — 15,188 28,573 1.9
30 5,731 5,879 2,652 698 159 03 — 15,182 29,681 20
3 5,094 5,649 2,832 841 192 74 — 14,682 29531 2.0
32 4,342 5,274 A TE 863 241 101 — 13,639 238,502 2.1
33 3,357 4,573 2,693 851 242 145 — 11,861 26,321 22
34 3,772 3,743 2,424 70 229 127 — 10,065 22,764 23
35 2,180 2927 1,931 703 207 138 — 8,086 18,734 23
6 1.609 2208 1,452 592 189 135 _ 6,186 14,740 24
37 1,235 1,658 1,028 455 156 131 — 4,663 11,216 2.4
38 868 1,147 739 366 126 136 — 3,382 2,492 25
39 647 783 450 260 85 126 — 2,351 5951 23
40 438 534 306 153 78 76 — 1,585 3596 x5
41 279 332 183 93 54 69 - 1,018 2,640 26
42 178 186 [l 65 40 58 — 628 1,724 27
43 114 93 59 43 17 36 — 362 1,061 28
44 35 44 23 22 10 1z — 146 419 i9
45 30 5 8 9 5 8 — 65 185 2.8
46 10 10 2 5 2 8 — 37 125 34
47 1 2 | 2 1 2 _ g 35 3.9
48 2 — 1 — — — — 3 ] 2.0
49 1 — — 1 —_ 1 — 3 11 37
50 and over 2 1 — — — — -— 3 4 1.3
Mot stated 19 24 8 3 4 1 — 59 129 22
Total 75,606 66,175 30,252 9,200 2,504 1,641 —_ 185378 361,799 2.0
(2} Excludes previous births not stated.
17 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE. AUSTRALIA
Duration of current marriage (vears}
Under 15 and Not T
Selected years i i 2 3 4 5 6 7 & 9 14 over stated otal
1975 20,580 23327 26,657 28,089 25725 2099G 16,326 11,835 8,762 6389 13,519 4,312 446 207,267
1980 18,963 20479 20983 22040 21,115 19872 17,682 14377 11,225 8,497 16.642 3,300 317 195,492
1985 19.096 23,097 23,908 24581 22314 19030 15522 13,085 10,990 9,071 21,725 4,148 172 206,739
1990 20,058 23511 23,401 22,666 21,001 18,807 16,225 13,283 10,808 8273 19,484 4,944 34 202,585
1991 19,180 22,724 22,573 22,111 19952 18,113 15786 12917 10378 8,125 18,633 4,738 28 195258
1992 18,781 22,934 23,101 22357 21,039 18,000 15,657 13,092 10,661 8410 18,861 4,848 61 198,002
1993 17,946 22,126 21,548 22410 20630 18,166 14,793 12819 10,350 7,983 18,647 4,612 1 192,518
1994 16,658 22211 21,932 21,763 20252 17,935 15207 12,424 9928 7994 18,278 4,578 — 189,160
1995 16,12 21,772 21,765 21226 19459 17,623 15,109 12,463 9,775 7,658 18,118 4,298 — 185,378
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18 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS: DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE AND PREVIOUS BIRTHS OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA, 1995

Previous births of the current marriage

Total Average

Fotal
, . 5 and Not births hirths
Duration of current confineme-
marriage (vears) a i 2 3 4 over stated nis fa) fa)
Under ] 13,342 2,209 437 o0 23 - 1 — 16,112 19,796 12
| 17,405 3.647 564 130 18 8 — 21,772 27,316 1.3
2 13,113 7.518 943 143 33 15 — 21,765 32,104 1.5
3 2,556 9,902 1,539 193 26 10 — 21,226 35237 1.7
4 6,740 9,788 2,547 338 3s 11 — 19,459 35,880 1.8
5 5100 8.685 3,259 459 58 22 — 17.623 34,965 2.0
6 3437 6,948 3818 763 119 24 — 15,109 32.817 22
7 2,268 5,263 3,764 975 153 40 — 12,463 29,192 23
) 1,502 3,879 3,198 931 207 58 — 9,775 24,114 25
9 994 2,706 2,686 929 244 9 — 7.658 20,166 2.6
10-14 1,853 4970 6,367 3,283 1,031 614 — 18,118 53,496 30
t5 and over 296 &60 1,130 925 557 720 — 4208 16,716 39
Total 75,606 66,175 30,252 9,200 2,504 1,641 — 185,378 361,799 2.0
2] Excludes previous births nor stated.
19  NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS: DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA
Duration of current marriage {vears)
Median
Under it and Not duration
Selecred years { i 2 3 4 5-9 over stated Total fyears)
1975 20,063 19240 14,808 11,177 7.19% 8,326 585 145 81,543 2.1
1980 17,634 16,779 12,440 10,042 7,515 13,208 983 72 78,680 24
1985 17,140 18,913 13,996 10,617 7,404 12,649 1,997 144 82,860 24
1990 18,085 19,232 13,904 10,097 7,296 13,375 2,229 10 84,228 23
1991 17,190 18,602 13,488 9,771 6,800 13,167 2,154 7 81,179 24
1992 16,175 18,406 13,459 9,959 7,261 13,314 2,265 42 80,821 24
1993 15,234 17,613 12,946 9,897 7.043 12,867 2,050 1 77,718 2.5
1994 13,740 17,794 13,402 9,753 7,127 13,108 2,242 — 77,166 25
1995 13,342 17,4035 13,113 9,556 6,740 13,301 2,149 - 75,606 25
20 NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS: AGE OF MOTHER, AUSTRALIA
Age of mother (vears)
| 19 and 40 and Nor Medion
! Selecied years under 20-24 25-29 3034 35-39 over swared Total age
L t975 11,730 36,730 25424 5932 1,444 279 4 81,543 240
( 1980 6,550 31,307 29,200 9.396 1,942 279 6 78,680 25.2
L1985 3,628 27,147 34,457 13,204 3,372 447 5 82,860 26.3
1990 2418 20,158 37,181 18,646 5,023 795 7 84,228 276
1991 2,097 19,005 34,827 19,076 5,334 834 6 81,179 27.8
1992 1,765 17,927 34,377 20,057 5,749 919 27 80,821 28.0
1993 1,343 16,207 32,850 20,574 5,772 956 1 77,718 283
1994 1,133 15,351 32,143 21,266 6,248 1,003 22 77,166 28.5
1995 1,039 13,934 31,689 21,296 6,539 1,090 — 75,606 28.6
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21 NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS: AGE OF MOTHER AND DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA, 1935

Age of mother (vears)

Duration .of : 19 and 40 and Not

current marriage under 20-24 _25-2¢9 30-34 35-3% over stated Total
Under 7 months 587 2,115 1,716 1,188 549 105 1 6,191
7 months 61 344 363 223 129 18 — 1,140
8§ months 36 304 354 220 78 18 — 1,010
9 months 60 450 554 365 146 20 — 1,595
10 months 54 486 617 383 136 15 — 1,691
11 months 54 536 600 357 143 25 — 1,715
Toral under | year 782 4,235 4,206 2,736 1,181 201 i 13,342
| year 231 4,340 6,771 4072 1,288 199 4 17,405
2 years 19 2,780 6,073 3,191 893 153 4 13,113
3 years 4 1,300 5,024 2,506 609 112 1 9,556
4 years 1 513 3,729 1,967 453 75 2 6,740
5-9 years 2 265 5,823 5,726 1,291 192 2 13,301
10-14 years — 1 63 1,074 634 78 3 1,853
L5 years and over — — 24 150 8¢ 2 296
Total 1,039 13,94 31,689 21,296 6,539 1,090 19 75,606
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YEAR OF REGISTRATION — STATE AND
TERRITORY DATA ..ttt iiiia s

Out of the total 256,000 births registered in 1995, 88.000, or 34% were registered in

New South Wales, 24% were registered in Victoria and a little over 18% were registered

in Queensland. The three biggest States therefore accounted for over three-quarters of
births registered in 1995. These proportions broadly reflect the distribution of the
fermale population in the reproductive ages.

At the national level, the number of births regisiered grew by 10% berween 1975
{233,000} and 1995, but the States and Territories experienced different rates of
growth. The number of births registered grew faster in the Northern Territory (65.5%},
Queensland (28.0%) and Western Australia (23.4%) than in New South Wales (8.2%)
and the Australian Capital Territory (5.7%). The number of births registered hardly
grew at all in Victoria {61,778 in 1975 and 62,591 in 1995), and the number declined in
Scuth Australia (by 2.8%) and in Tasmania (by 6.3%).

In 1995, the crude hirth rate was 21.7 for the Northern Territory and between 13.1 and
14.5 for the remaining States and the Australian Capital Territory. South Australia had
the lowest crude birth rate (13.1) followed by Victoria and Tasmania (13.9),
Queensland (14.2) and New South Wales {14.4). The high crude birth rate in the

Northern Territory is atiributable to its large proportion of Indigenous people who have
high feriility, and to its young population age structure,

SEX RATIQ AT BIRTH

The sex ratio at birth (the numbser of male births per 100 female births) was 105.3 at
the national level. It varied between 104.5 in New South Wates and 108.5 in the
Northern Territory. The sex ratio at birth for population groups does not change
substantially, and over the 20 year period 1675-95, the sex ratio at birth for the States
and Territories fluctuated around the same numbers. Small numbers of births can,
however, lead to wide yearly fluctuations in the sex ratio as appears to be the case for

Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.

FERTILITY
The total fertility rate in 1995 varied substantially between the States and Territories,
- from 1.8 births per woman for Victoria and South Australia 1o 2.4 for the Northern
' Territory, Not only did the Northem Territory have the highest total fertility rate, but
also that rate increased marginally between 1985 and 1995 when the rates for all Seates

and the Australian Capital Territory declined. However, between 1975 and 1985, the
total fertility rate declined in all States and Territories.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE(a)

YU ARV AP0 AL AIONX T O APEOTAFTONAIPL A IO A S AT CATE AP O

NSW Vic. Qi SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust.

AL P A AP VS AT R AT EAATE AP TC A AT T A RATTAACCLATE RSN PR ARG

1885 201 183 195 178 194 20%f 232 1.80 193
1995 187 17 182 175 186 191 243 160 1.82

Add v kAt B Al RA Y AR F YN AT LAY R Ay AA Y N AE YRR A e S

{a) Per woman.
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Agde
For all States and Territories except the Northern Territory, the largest contribution to
the total fertility rate in 1995 was made by women aged 25-29 years, followed by women
aged 30-34 years and then by women aged 20-24 years. In the Northern Territory, the
age group of peak fertility was 2024 years, followed by 25-29 years.

The Northern Territory has a much younger fertility age structure, with women aged less
than 25 years contributing almost 45% to the total fertility rate, compared to
contributicns of between 18% and 28% for the States and the Australian Capital
Territory. The age-specific birth rate for 15-19 year old women was three to four times as
high in the Northern Territory as it was in the States and the Australian Capital Territory,
and the age-specific birth rate for women aged 20-24 years in the Northern Territory was
one and a half to two times higher than rates for the States and the Australian Capital

Territary.

CONTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS TO THE TOTAL FERTILITY RATE

L I R I I I R e I I R AR R

NSW vic. Qid SA wa 7as. NT ACT
Age group {vears) % % % % % % % %
19 and under 54 338 6.8 5.0 6.6 8.5 181 4.3
20-24 186 154 205 172 193 220 266 148
25-25 3.0 338 334 331 335 347 255 340
30-34 288 319 27.0 207 282 258 197 316
35-39 _ 120 128 104 117 107 9.4 85 133
40 and over 2.2 2.2 1.8 2.3 1.7 16 18 2.1
Total 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 1001
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CONFINEMENTS
‘The peak age group for confinements in all States and Territories in 1995 was
25-29 years. This group accounted for between 29% (Northern Territory) and 33%
(South Australia) of all confinements. The second most commaon age group, accounting
for between 28% (Tasmania) and 33% (Queensland) of all confinements was 30-34 years.
In the Northern Territory, 26% of confinements were to women aged 20-24 years and
22% to women aged 30-34 years.

CONTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS TO TOTAL CONFINEMENTS

P I R R R R A R I B I R R A A N R R

NSW Vi, Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT
Age group (years) % % % % % % % %
LA N R A N L R B A A N U B I B L N R R N U S R N L R B
15 and under 47 3.4 6.4 4.3 6.0 5.3 13.9 3.9
20-24 187 155 215 167 195 213 2641 178
25-29 322 336 325 332 325 328 288 328
30-34 302 327 277 313 293 278 215 310
35-39 121 127 103 122 110 10.2 83 128
4¢ and over 21 21 16 23 1.7 16 1.4 1.9
Total 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0
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NUPTIAL AND EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS

NUPTIAL AND EX-MUPTIAL FERTILITY

About 27% of all births registered in Australia in 1995 were ex-nuptial. More than cne half
{57%) of the births registered in the Northern Territory were ex-nuptial, compared to
proportions of between 22% for Victoria and 33% for Tasmania. New South Wales,
Victoria and the Austratian Capital Territory recorded proportions below the national

average while the remaining States recorded proportions above the national average.

The proportion of all births that are ex-nuptial has increasead considerably since 1975
when the national average was 10%, the proportion for the Northeen Territory was 22%
and those for the States and and the Australian Capital Territory ranged between 6%
{for the Australian Capital Territory) and 14% (for Queensland). The increase in the
proportion of ex-nuptial births is associated with the increase, over the same period, in

the incidence of de facto marriages.

Most ex-nuptial births are paternity-acknowledged, with the proportion increasing
consistently over the vears. With the exception of the Northem Territory, the proportion
of paternity-acknowledged ex-nuptial births increased in all States and Territories by
between 10 and 20 percentage points between 1985 and 1995. In the Northern Territory,
the proportion of ex-nuptial births that were paternity-acknowledged declined between
1985 and 1995.

The varjation in the total fertility rates between the States and Termritories is attributable,
to a very large extent, to variations in the ex-nuptial fertility rates. The total nuptial birth
rates varied by 0.410, while the total ex-nuptial fertility rates varied by 1.062. Even
excluding the Northern Territory which has the highest total fertility rate and the highest
ex-nuptial fertility rate, the total nuptial fertility rates varied by 0.135 compared to 0.256
for the total ex-nuptial fertility rates. Much of the variation in the ex-nuptial fertility rates

between the States and Territories occurs at ages below 30 vears,

COMPONENTS OF THE TOTAL FERTILITY RATE, By Nuptiality

State/Territory Nuptial birth rate Ex-nuptial birth rate Total fertility rate
New South Wales 1.391 0.476 1.867
Victoria 1.367 0.391 1.758
Queenslandg 1.258 0.562 1.820
South Australia 1.256 0.483 1.780
Westermn Australia 1.298 0.561 1.859
Tasmania 1.282 0.647 1.909
Northem Territory 0.981 1.453 2.433
Australian Capital Territory 1.269 0.423 1.692
Australla 1.331 0.493 1.824

B R R I I B I R I I I T I R R R R

Data on fertility by birth order are available for South Australia, Western Australia,
Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. These show that variations in the
ex-nuptial first birth rates are strongly related to varations in the total fertility rates.
The higher total fertility rate of Tasmania relative to the other States and the Australian
Capital Territory is associated with the higher ex-nuptial birth rate of Tasmania,
especially for first births among women aged less than 30 years.
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22 BIRTHS: NUMBER REGISTERED, SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES

Other
Selected years NSW Vie. Qi SA4 WA Tas. NT ACT  Territories Australia
MALES
1975 41,769 31,865 18615 10,148 10477 3,624 1,196 2,147 . 119,850
1980 41,159 29,771 18,077 9420 10,542° 3,495 1,340 2,144 L 115,948
1985 45058 31,497 20843 10,147 11,775 3,661 1,688 2,144 .. 126,813
1990 46,752 34,357 23,082 10,170 13,082 3,520 1,798 2,333 . 135,194
1991 44,942 33636 22564 10,175 12,959 3,454 1,799 2,436 .. 131,965
1992 47,710 33,691 23600 9957 12,879 3,595 1,913 2,256 .- 135,601
1993 45906 32,793 24,055 10,232 12,925 3,523 1,884 2,234 20 133,572
1994 45,187 32904 24,188 9951 12,867 3497 1,818 2,232 21 132,625
1995 44,884 32,108 23,863 9,977 12,942 3,390 1,960 2,291 17 131,432
FEMALES
1973 39403 29913 17,713 9,735 9,888 3,390 1,079 2,031 .. 113,162
1980 38,642 28251 16924 9010 10,110 3,281 1,262 2,099 . 109,579
1985 42,728 30,058 19,594 9643 11,334 3,588 1,627 1,963 . 120,535
1990 43,782 32613 21,786 9,693 12274 3423 1,750 2,124 . 127,454
1991 42,425 31,802 21,596 9465 12,458 3416 1,800 2,320 . 125,282
1992 44875 32,075 22,640 0,354 12,194 3,392 1,829 2,191 .. 128,550
1993 43,448 31,256 22,723 0846 12,156 3,312 1,719 2,180 17 126,657
1994 42,790 31,070 22,430 9458 12,271 3,347 1,808 2,229 23 125426
1995 42965 30483 22.62! 9359 12,197 3,180 1,806 2,124 23 124,758
PERSONS
1975 81,172 61,778 36328 19,883 20,365 7,014 2275 4,178 . 233,612
1980 79,801 58022 35001 18430 20652 6,776 2,602 4243 .. 225,527
1985 B7,786 61,555 40437 19790 23,109 1,249 3,315 4,107 .. 247348
1990 90,534 66,970 44868 19863 25356 7,043 3,557 4,457 - 262,648
1991 87,367 65438 44,160 19,640 25417 6,870 3,599 4,756 . 257,247
1992 92,585 65,766 46240 1931% 25073 6,987 3,742 4,447 .. 264,151
1993 89,354 64049 46,778 20,078 25,081 6,835 3,603 4414 37 260229
1994 87977 63974 46,578 19409 25,138 6,844 31.626 4,46 M 258,051
1995 R7.849 62,591 46484 19336 25,139 6,570 3,766 4,415 40 256,190
23 CRUDE BIRTH RATES: STATES AND TERRITORIES
Other

Selected years NSW Vic. Qid 84 WA Tas. NT ACT  Territories Australia
1975 16,5 16.3 17.7 15.7 176 17.1 24.7 21.0 .. 16.8
1980 154 148 154 14.1 163 16.0 21.9 18.9 .. 153
1985 152 14.9 15.9 14.5 16.4 164 230 16.2 .. 154
1990 15.5 153 15.5 13.9 15.7 153 21.8 15.8 .. 154
1991 14.8 14.8 14.9 13.6 15.5 14.7 21.7 16.5 .. t4.9
1992 15.5 14.8 152 133 15.1 14.9 224 15.1 .. 15.1
1993 149 14.3 15.0 3.7 15.0 14.5 212 14.8 na 14.7
1694 14.5 14.3 14.6 13.2 14.8 14.5 21.2 14.8 na 14.5
1995 144 13.9 14.2 13.1 14.5 139 217 14.5 na 14.2
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24 BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1995

YEAR OF REGISTRATION — STATE AND TERRITORY DATA

I I R R ]

Orher
Age group (vears) NSW Vice. Qid S4 L7 Tas. NT ACT Territories Australia
MALES
19 and under 2,097 1,063 1,556 435 776 205 283 91 1 6,507
20-24 8,319 4,945 5,070 1,675 2,602 ) 508 391 1 24,242
25-29 14,496 10,774 7,697 3,261 4,200 1,102 564 711 6 42 811
30-34 13,657 10,467 6,705 3,148 3,748 930 413 737 7 39,812
3539 5,379 4,146 2,445 1,231 1,401 372 157 284 2 15417
40 and over 933 654 389 223 215 50 34 19 — 2,537
Not stated 3 59 1 4 — — i 38 — 106
Total 44,884 32,108 23,863 9977 12,942 3,390 1,960 2,291 17 131,432
FEMALES
19 and under 2,032 1,040 1,408 393 728 206 236 80 1 6,124
20-24 2.090 4,732 4,855 1,532 2,284 666 468 377 1 23,005
2529 13,758 10,174 7.413 3,162 3,972 1,049 522 713 11 40,774
30-34 12,966 10,026 6,196 2,900 3617 904 403 606 7 37,625
35-39 5,248 3,829 2,359 1,155 1,388 298 155 264 3 14,700
40 and over 870 630 385 214 207 57 17 44 — 2,424
Not staied 1 52 5 3 — — 5 46 — 106
Total 42,965 30,483 22,621 9,35¢ 12,197 3,180 1,806 2,124 23 124,758
PERSONS
19 and under 4,129 2,103 2,964 828 1,504 411 519 171 2 12,631
20-24 16,409 9,677 9,925 3,207 4,886 1,397 976 768 2 47,247
25-29 28,254 20,948 15110 6,423 8,172 2,151 1,086 1,424 17 83,585
30-34 26,623 20493 12,901 6,048 7.365 1,834 816 1,343 14 77437
35-39 10,627 7,975 4,804 2,386 2,79G 670 312 548 5 30,117
40 and over 1,803 1,284 774 437 422 107 51 83 -_— 4961
Not stated 4 ill 6 7 —_ — 6 7R —_ 212
Total births 87,849 62591 46,484 19,336 25,139 6,570 3,766 4,418 40 256,10
CONFINEMENTS (a)
19 and under 4,104 2,086 2,945 824 1,494 407 5t6 169 2 12,547
20-24 16,253 9,581 9,845 3,175 4,844 1,382 966 762 2 46,810
25-29 27902 20,661 14,912 6,332 8,068 2,129 1,068 1.405 17 82,494
30-34 26,203 20,138 12,698 5,953 7,251 1,800 797 1,327 14 76,181
35-39 10,449 7,840 4,732 2,333 2,722 658 308 538 5 29,585
40 and over 1,776 1,268 760 429 412 104 51 82 — 4,882
Not stated 4 111 6 7 — — 5 76 — 209
Total confinements 86,691 61,685 45898 19,053 24,791 6,480 3,711 4,359 40 252,708

(a) Resulting in one or more births,

R P YIRS SR e

N N R N L e R N L R R A R R R R R R R XYL

ABS + BIRTHS » 3301.0 - 1995 43



YEAR OF REGISTRATION — STATE AND TERRITORY DATA

O E R R R R R R I R R L I S A B R

25 BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS(a): NUPTIALITY AND PLURALITY, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1995

Other
NSW Vie. Qid S4 W4 Tas. NT ACT  Territories Australic
BIRTHS
Nuptial —
Single 64,102 47,484 31,302 13,589 17,130 4,258 1,553 3191 31 182,640
Twins 1,770 1411 861 440 508 114 54 89 — 5,247
Triplets and higher order 67 67 66 12 26 9 6 : -- 253
Total 65,939 48,962 32,229 14,041 17,664 4,381 1613 3,280 3F 188146
Ex-nuptial —
Single 21,438 13,259 14,017 5,180 7317 2,135 2,106 1,108 9 66,609
Twins 460 318 232 115 152 54 44 27 — 1,402
Triplets and higher erder 12 12 6 — 6 — 3 — — 39
Total 24,918 13,629 14,255 5,205 7,475 2,189 2,153 1135 g 68,036
Total births 87,849 62,591 46,484 19,336 25,139 6,570 3,766 4,415 40 256,190
CONFINEMENTS (b)
Nuptial —
Singie 64,102 47,484 31,302 13,589 17130 4,258 1,553 3.19 31 182,640
Twins 890 715 437 222 257 57 27 46 — 2,651
Triptets and higher order 24 23 22 4 9 3 2 — — 87
Totni 65,016 48,222 31761 13815 17,396 4,318 1,382 3,237 3F 185,378
Ex-nuptia! —
Single 21,438 13,299 14,617 5,180 7.317 2,135 2,106 1,108 9 66,609
Twins 233 160 118 58 76 27 22 14 — 108
Triplets and higher order 4 4 2 — 2 e 1 — — 13
Total 21,675 13443 14,137 5238 7,395 2,162 2,119 1122 14 47,330
Total confinemeats 86,691 61,685 45,898 19,053 24,791 6,480 3 4,359 40 252,708
{a) The apparent discrepancy between the oumber of births occurring in multiple confinements and the number of births which can be expected to arise from such
confinements is due to the exclusion of feral deaths. (&) Resulting im one or more births.
26 EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS: TOTAL NUMBER AND NUMBER WHERE PATERNITY WAS ACKNOWLEDGED,
STATES AND TERRITORIES
Qther
Selected years ) NSW Vic. Qid 54 WA Tas. NT ACT  Territories  Australia
EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS
1975 8319 4398 5,013 1,933 2,530 768 502 240 .. 23,705
1980 10,086 5,291 5,457 2,302 2,856 960 779 345 .. 28,076
1985 13,712 7.098 7,536 2.865 3.886 1,176 1,518 484 .. 38,278
1990 19,254 11,750 11,397 4,537 5,977 1,761 1,880 851 .. 57,407
1991 19,427 12,221 11.662 4,763 6,422 1,893 1,913 922 . 59,223
1992 21412 12,591 12,897 4,834 6,673 1,984 2,068 909 . 63,368
1993 21,351 12,629 13,644 5006 6,991 2,155 1,992 1,010 6 64,874
1994 21,548 13,114 13,851 5,148 7.220 2,119 2,043 1,042 7 66,092
1995 21,810 13,629 14,255 5295 7,475 2,189 2,153 1,135 9 68,050
PATERNITY ACKNOWLEDGED EX-NUFTIAL BIRTHS(a}
1980 6,293 2,898 2,842 1.380 1.509 485 535 223 .. 16,165
1985 10,608 4,587 4,843 2,015 2,478 784 1,056 350 .. 26,121
1990 15,150 9,406 8222 3,591 4,598 1,413 1,237 640 .. 44,257
1991 15,709 10,043 8,894 3,845 5.094 1,531 1,264 684 .. 47,064
1992 17,494 10,372 10,353 3,980 5,348 1,660 1,365 777 L. 51,349
1993 17,504 j0,514 11,036 4,227 5,713 1,854 1,279 886 3 53,016
1994 17,777 11,034 11,228 4328 5,951 1,808 1,347 855 5 54,333
1995 18,359 11,527 11,769 4,516 6,304 1,896 1,384 925 8 56,688

{a} Ex-nuptial births where the fathers particulars have been legally recorded.
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27 BIRTHS: STATE OR TERRITORY OF USUAL RESIDENCE OF MOTHER AND STATE OR TERRITORY OF REGISTRATION,
AUSTRALIA, 1995

State or Territory of registration

State or Territory of

usual residence of mother NSW Vic. Qid S4 WA Tas. NT ACT Austraiia
New South Wales 86,312 571 355 46 25 2 4 534 87,849
Victoria 204 62,247 41 il 10 5 6 7 62,591
Queensland 598 57 45,794 12 10 6 4 3 46,484
South Australia 19 35 11 19,199 11 1 56 4 19,336
Western Australia 24 25 I& 18 25,014 5 37 — 25,139
Tasmania 5 20 4 2 1 6,538 — — 6,570
Northern Territory 18 5 39 46 34 1 3,622 i 3,766
Australian Capital Territory 93 6 7 — i —_ — 4,308 4413
i Other Territories 19 — 2 1 16 — — 2 40
Australia 87,292 62,966 46,269 19,395 25122 6,558 3,729 4,859 256,190

28 BIRTHS: NUMBER REGISTERED, YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES(a), 1995

State or Territory of repistration

Year of
OCCUFFERCE NSW Vie.() Qld $4 WA Tas. NT ACT Australia
Betore 1985 4446 148 11 50 38 10 2 — 705
. 1985 35 2 4 4 5 1 — — 52
2 1986 37 5 8 1 5 1 — —_ 57
23 1987 54 4 9 4 5 — — — 78
1988 69 11 15 6 8 1 — —_ 11
1989 163 13 27 5 17 3 — — 228
1] 221 21 50 7 42 8 | —_ 350
1991 229 22 48 11 27 7 1 — 345
1992 314 23 79 14] 30 9 1 — 460
1993 476 28 150 21 91 22 2 — T
1994 9,214 5,118 4,631 1,459 2,185 555 351 457 23,970
1945 76,033 37,571 41,237 17,817 22,669 5,941 3,371 4,402 229,041
Taotal 87,292 62,966 46,269 19398 25,122 6,558 3,729 4 859 256,190

{a) See Paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Notes. {b) See Paragraph 6 of the Explanatory Notes.
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About 252,000 births occurred in Australia in 1995, This represents a 2.1% decline from
the total number of births occurring in 1994 but a 3.6% increase over the number of
births that cccurred in 1985 (243,000). The number of births occurting each year has
fluctuated, reaching a peak of 261,000 in 1992 and declining thereafter.

Because births occur throughout the year, a certain proportion of births that occur in
each calendar year, particularly those occurring towards the end of the year, are not
registered till the following year. Small numbers of births occurring in each calendar year
are also not registered for several years. Based on data from previous years, it is
estimated that about 11% of births that occurred in 1995 would not have been registered
in 1995. Estimates based on births occurring in 1995 would therefore be lower than
would be the case if all births had been registered. Caution should therefore be

exercised in interpreting birth rates based on occurrence data.

Over 80% of all births in 1995 cccurred to women in the 15-year age band from 20 years
to 34 years. Women aged 25-29 years made the single largest contribution (32%) of any
age group to the total number of births but the contribution of women aged 30-34 yearcs
was only marginally less. Older women, aged 35 years and over, accounted for about 14%
of the total. In contrast, in 1985, younger women contributed more to the total number
of births than older women. Women aged under 25 years contributed almost ane-third
of the total number of births in 1985 compared to just under a quarter in 1995. The
contribution of women aged 35 years and over was just under 8% in 1985,

The distribution of births in 1995 points to a continuation of the shift in fertility from

younger 1o older women.

CONTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS TO BIRTHS
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MONTHLY OCCURRENGE OF BIRTHS

The number of births that occur each year varies considerably from month to menth,
ranging between 19,000 and 23,000 births per month in 1995. March had the largest
proportion of births (9.0%) and December the smallest (7.5%). March regularly has the
highest proportion of births while the lowest proportion falls regularly between

November and February.

PROPORTION OF BIRTHS OCCURRING EACH MONTH
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FERTILITY
The total fertility rate based on births that occurred in 1995 was 1.8. Age-specific birth
rates based on births oceurring in 1995 had the same pattern as those based on births
registered in 1995, The age group of peak fertility was 25-29 years, contributing 33% to
the total fertility rate, foliowed by women aged 30-34 years, who contributed 25% and
those aged 20-24 years who contributed 18%.

Consistent with fertility shifring towards older age groups, the contributicn to the total
fertility rate of women aged less than 25 years declined from 31% in 1985 to 23% in 1995,
while that of women aged 30 years and over increased from 31% in 1985 to 43% in 1995.
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29 BIRTHS: AGE GROUP OF MOTHER BY YEAR OF OCCURRENCE, AUSTRALIA (PRELIMINARY)

Age group {vears)
19 and under 20-24 25-2¢9 30-34 35-39 41 and over Totaifa)
1985 14,393 62,141 93,644 54,644 16,050 2,160 243 082
1990 14,853 52,789 96,493 70,500 22,849 3,464 261,038
1991 14,552 51,204 91,504 71,325 23,500 3,640 256,209
1952 13,769 52,238 90,248 75,276 25,7142 4,046 261,406
1993 12,891 49,996 87.31¢ 76,669 26,752 4,230 257956
1994 12,737 48,799 85,100 77223 28,807 4,550 257,371
1995 12,076 45,628 82,369 76,899 24,309 4,938 251,397
(a) [ncludes not s1a1ed.
30 BIRTHS: AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AGE GROUP OF MOTHER AND YEAR OF
OCCURRENCE, (PRELIMINARY)
Age group (years) Total
Jertility
15-1%{a) 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49¢h) rate
1985 226 917 1435 87.4 26.6 44 G2 1.892
1990 217 78.8 136.5 101.5 34.8 54 0.2 1.895
1991 219 74.2 131.3 100.2 36.0 5.5 0.2 1.847
1992 2i.3 739 1310 103.9 38 &0 03 1.873
1993 20.4 701 128.5 105.0 39.0 6.3 0.2 1.848
1994 205 68.4 1256 105.2 41.4 6.7 03 1.840
1995 19.6 64.3 119.8 105.3 42.0 7.2 0.3 1.792
(a) Includes births to mothers aged iess than 15, (b) Includes births to mothers aged 50 and over.
31 BIRTHS: YEAR AND MONTH OF OCCURRENCE, NUMBER AND PROPORTION, AUSTRALIA (PRELIMINARY)
Month of 1983 1990 1997 1992 1993 1994 1995
occurrence
NUMBER
January 20,612 21,124 21,538 21,811 21,321 21,549 21,353
February 18,911 20,114 19,892 21,103 20,007 20,087 19,987
March 21,354 22,170 22,228 22,518 22,650 23,263 22,684
April 20,324 21,594 21,759 21,697 21,462 21,000 20,632
May 20,971 22,228 22,043 22,195 21,811 21,704 21,995
June 19,448 21,589 21,129 21,641 21,604 20,816 21,121
July 20,547 22,165 21,785 22,625 21,894 21,592 21,45]
August 20,750 22,519 21,815 21,795 21,609 21,819 21,724
September 20,453 22,270 21,445 22,441 22,179 22,165 21,372
Cetober 21,050 22975 21,897 22,451 21,894 21,878 21,132
November 19,367 20,887 19,798 20,313 20,214 20,421 19,552
December 19,295 20,806 20,880 20,816 21,311 21,077 18,894
Total 243,082 261,038 256,209 261,406 257,956 257371 251,897
PROPORTION {per cent)
January 8.5 8.1 8.4 83 8.3 84 8.5
February 7.8 7.7 7.8 8.1 7.8 78 19
March 8.8 87 87 8.6 8.8 9.0 9.0
April 8.4 83 &5 8.3 83 3.2 8.2
May 8.6 8.5 8.6 8.5 8.5 8.4 8.7
June 8.0 83 8.2 83 8.4 8.1 8.4
July 8.5 &5 85 8.7 85 3.4 8.5
August 8.5 8.6 &5 83 8.4 8.5 8.6
September 8.4 g5 8.4 8.6 86 86 8.5
October 8.7 8.8 85 8.6 85 8.5 84
Novemnber 8.0 8.0 1.7 7.8 7.8 7.9 7.8
December 7.9 8.0 g1 8.0 8.3 8.2 1.5
Total 100 100 100 160 100 100 100
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AVAILABILITY OF DATA

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS BIRTHS

First births

PREVIOUS BIRTHS ...................c... e

Data on ail previous births of the mother are only available for South Australia, Western
Australia, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. The following analysis therefore

relares only to these jursdictions.

In 1995, 13,100 women in South Australia, 24,800 in Western Australia, 6,500 in Tasmania
and 4,400 in the Australian Capital Territory registered a birth. Including this birth and all
previous births, the wemen had given birth to a rotal of 37,000, 48,000, 12,000 zand 8,000
children, respectively, of which between 72% and 81% were born to women currently in
registered marriages. The average number of children ever horn to women registering a
birth in 1595 were 1.9 in South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania and 1.8 in the

Australian Capital Territory.

Of all births registered in 1995 to women living in South Australia, Western Australia,
Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory berween 42% and 49% were first births.

PROPORTION OF BIRTHS THAT WERE FIRST BIRTHS

Nuptial biiths Ex-nuptial births Ui births
State/Territory % % %
South Australia 3T 53.3 42.0
Westem Australia 359 605 43.9
Tasmania 386 64.1 46.0
Australian Capital Tetritory 40.2 73.4 48.7

G E e E T AS VB E S e RN PRSP H T SRR LR SR LS TP ERE P L RS A AP AT ED I E P NE S

The proportion of births that are first births is related to a number of demographic
factors. Because the number of children ever born increases with age, the proportion of
births that are first births is influenced by the age structure of the fernale population,
The younger the age structure of the female population, the higher the proportion of

first-time mothers.

In 1995, between 37% and 40% of all nuptial births in South Australia, Western Australia,
Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory were first births compared to between 53%
and 73% of ex-nuptial births.
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ABS < BIRTHS » 3301.0 » 1995 51



PREVIOUS BIRTHS

R AT R R R EE RN N N N ]

52

ABS « BIRTHS » 23301.0 »

P R R R T I e I I R I B L R

The first birth rate wfﬂch measures the level of fertility for all first births varied much
more markedly than the second birth rate, The first birth rate ranged between 746 per
1,000 women (South Australia) and 914 (Tasmania) compared to the second birth rate of
berween $26 per 1,000 women {Tasmania) and 580 (South Australia). The first birth rate
contributed between 43% and 48% of the total fertility rate in the three States and the
Australian Capital Territory, while the second birth rate contributed between 28% and
33% and the third birth rate between 13% and 16%,

The difference between the States and the Australian Capital Territory in the first birth
rate is accounted for by differences between them in the first birth rates for women aged
20-24 years and to a lesser degree for women aged 25-29 and 15-19 years. For each age
group, the differences between the States are much bigger for ex-nuptial than for nuptial
first births and for the age group 20-24 years than for any other age group. Tasmania had
the highest ex-nuptial first birth rates for women aged 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 years and
the Australian Capital Territory the highest for women aged 30-34 years.

On the whole, there is more variation between the three States and the Australian
Capital Territory in the first hirth rate, the order-specific birth rates for younger women
{aged less than 25 years) and in the ex-nuptial birth rates than in either the nuptial birth
rates for older women or the order-specifc birth rates at higher orders. This pattern of
variarion is again related to the socio-economic and demographic factors which account

for the observed large variations in age-specific birth rates among younger women.

FIRST ORDER AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES(a)

State/Termitory 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 Tota!

All births
South Australia 14.9 36.0 B3.7 335 746.4
Westemn Australia 211 43.1 56.8 32.1 8252
Tasmania 215 53.7 65.4 326 9139
Australian Capital 13.4 36.0 57.8 39.7 8125
Territory

Nuptial births
South Australia 1.0 149 43.2 28.1 478.0
Westemn Australia 16 186 432 25.2 483.3
Tasmania 0.7 211 47.4 24.6 496.1
Adustralian Capital 1.0 15.8 441 301 503.1
Territory

Ex-nuptial births
South Australia 13.9 210 105 5.4 267.4
Western Australia 195 245 13.6 6.9 341.8
Tasmania 20.9 326 18.0 8.0 417.8
Austraiian Capital 12.4 204 13.6 9.6 309.3
Temitory

N R E R R R E R R A R E R T I R B I S LA L B I N R A B A I B

{a) Per 1,000 women.
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The median age at childbearing for all births registered in 1995 was between 28.1 years
for Tasmania and 29.5 years for the Australian Capital Territory, It was lowest for
Tasmania for both nuptial (29.1 years) and ex-nuptial births (24.4 years) and highest in
South Australia for nuptial births (30.2 years) and in the Australian Capital Territory for
ex-nuptial births (25.4 years).

The median age at childbearing is affected by when childbearing starts and when it ends
as well as by the age pattern of fertility. It is also inversely related to ferility, that is, the

higher the median age at childbearing the lower the fertility. Thus, Tasmania which had
the highest fertility among the three States and the Australian Capital Territory also had

the lowest median ages at childbearing.
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32 ALl BIRTHS: AGE OF MOTHER, BIRTH ORDER OF ALL PREVIOUS BIRTHS

Age of mother
Order of birth i5-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 Total
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
First 709 1,921 2,892 1,948 553 g5 1 R.119
Second 101 Q36 2,234 2,251 813 119 — 6.454
Third 14 272 G30 1,177 589 87 3 3,072
Fourth 3 60 269 - 484 275 &6 3 1,160
Fifth and over 1 19 101 191 156 58 5 531
Total 828 3,208 6,426 6,051 2,386 425 12 19,336
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First 1304 2038 3722 2259 107 114 4 11048
Second 172 1,371 2,697 2619 343 101 2 7.805
Third 26 424 1,190 1,627 678 30 — 4025
Fourth | 117 393 568 308 49 4 1,440
Fifth and over 1 36 170 292 254 63 5 821
Torl 1504 4,886 8172 7365 2,790 467 i5 25,139
TASMANIA
First 355 888 1,064 602 155 I8 1 3,083
Seconsd 46 326 633 615 184 28 — 1.832
Third 10 142 294 393 161 19 — 1,019
Fourth 3 34 101 142 95 12 1 388
Fifth and over ] 7 59 &2 75 26 2 252
Total 415 1.397 2,151 1.834 6703 103 4 6,574
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
Fiest 160 562 728 508 165 27 1 2,151
Second 21 190 432 510 202 23 — 1,428
Third i 34 177 242 9g 12 — 565
Fourth _— 0 37 67 56 12 1 183
Fifth and over — 1 18 28 EX] g —_ 38
Total 182 797 1.442 1,355 555 82 2 4,415
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33 ALL BIRTHS: AGE-ORDER-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATE

PREVIOUS BIRTHS
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Age-specific birth rates

Order specific Median age at

Order of birth birth rate 15-19 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49  childbearing
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
First 746.4 149 360 537 335 9.5 1.7 —_ 272
Second 580.1 2.1 17.5 41.5 38.7 14.0 22 —_ 296
Third 2737 03 51 17.3 20.2 10.1 1.6 0.1 312
Fourth 102.5 0.1 1.1 5.0 83 4.1 1.2 0.1 325
Fifth and over 47.4 — 04 1.9 33 2.7 1.1 0.1 338
Total 17501 174 60.0 194 104.0 411 7.8 .3 29.4
Awerage issue 1.9 1.2 1.5 1.8 Z.k 2.5 2.7 4.2 —
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First 8252 211 431 56.8 321 10.1 1.7 0.1 26.6
Second 574.5 2.8 20.1 4]1.2 372 12.0 15 — 292
Third 294.1 04 6.2 182 231 9.7 1.2 — 3t0
Fourth 1G5 — 1.7 6.0 8.1l 4.4 0.7 0.1 37
Fifth and over 59.7 — 0.5 2.6 4.1 36 09 0.1 334
Total 1.858.5 244 717 1248 1047 398 6.7 0.3 286
Average issue 19 1§ 1L& 18 22 2.3 28 4.1 —
TASMANIA
First 9139 215 53.7 65.4 326 83 1.0 0.1 262
Second 526.0 26 19.3 391 328 o8 1.6 — 289
Third 2876 0.5 8.3 18.1 209 846 i1 — 304
Fourth 109.6 02 2.0 63 76 50 0.7 0.1 31.6
Fifth and over 71.8 0.1 0s 36 46 41 L5 0.1 333
Total 1,908 9 24.9 83.8 132.6 284 358 6.0 0.2 28.4
Average issue 1.9 1.1 L5 1.3 22 27 33 —_ —
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

First 8124 134 36.0 57.8 39.7 133 22 0.1 278
Second 551.0 1.8 12.2 38.2 398 16.3 1% — 304
Third 2209 Q.1 22 14.0 189 3.0 1.0 — 315
Fourth 2.0 —_ 0.6 29 52 45 1.0 0.1 335
Fifih and over 35.0 — 0.1 1.4 22 2.7 67 —_ 347
Total /.691.3 152 SLi 114.4 105.8 44.7 6.8 0.2 29.5
Average issue 1.8 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.8 23 2.6 — -—
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34 NUPTIAL BIRTHS: AGE OF MOTHER, BIRTH ORDER OF ALL PREVIOUS BIRTHS
Age of mother

Order of birth 15-19 20-24 25-29 in0-34 35-3¢2 40-44 45-49 Total
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
First 48 798 2326 1,633 428 66 _ 5,296
Second 9 461 1,795 2,001 70¢ 89 — 5,055
Third 1 136 699 1,027 508 71 3 2.445
Fourth — 27 164 386 235 49 1 865
Fifth and over —_ 8 57 144 119 44 5 377
Total 38 1,430 5047 5,194 1,990 3i9 9 4,047
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First 101 £.270 2,830 1,774 476 71 3 6,525
Second 21 750 2227 2,330 741 Q1 1 6,161
Third 2 209 958 1423 597 71 — 3.260
Fourth — 58 271 489 250 36 4 1,108
Fifth and over — 18 96 234 207 51 4 610
Tolal 7124 2,305 6,382 6.250 2,274 320 12 17,664
TASMANIA
First 11 351 769 459 89 1] 1 1,691
Second 7 173 529 546 155 24 — 1,434
Third 2 66 223 332 135 15 — 773
Fourth 1 20 76 113 75 g i 294
Fifth and over — 5 42 65 55 21 1 186
Toial 21 613 1639 1515 509 78 3 4,381
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
First 12 244 556 38s 106 14 1 1.318
Second 1 115 429 465 170 21 — 1,201
Third — 22 162 228 el 12 — 515
Fourth —_ 5 28 65 55 12 1 166
Fifth and over — 1 14 25 32 8 — 80
Toral i3 387 1,189 1.168 45¢ 67 2 3.280
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35 NUPTIAL BIRTHS:

AGE-ORDER-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATE

FPHEVIOUS BIRTHS
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Age-specific birth rates

Order specific Median age ai

Crder of birth Jertility rate 20-24 15-i9 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49  childbearing
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
First 47¢ 149 1.0 432 . 281 7.4 12 — 287
Second 4512 8.6 0.2 333 344 12.1 1.6 —_ 304
Third 216.6 25 — 13.0 17.7 38 1.3 0.1 3.7
Fourth 76 0.5 — 3.0 6.7 4.0 0.9 — 330
Fifth and over 332 0.1 — I 25 21 0.8 0.1 34.3
Total 1.256.0 26.6 12 3.6 89.4 34.4 58 0.2 302
Average issue 2.0 1.6 1.2 1.8 2.1 2.5 2.8 4.7 —
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First 4832 18.6 186 43.2 252 6.8 1.1 0.1 283
Second 452.1 11.0 C.3 34.0 331 106 1.4 — 300
Third 2377 31 - 14.6 202 85 1.1 — 31.5
Fourth R0.7 09 — 4.1 60 3.6 0.5 0.1 325
Fifth and over 4432 0.3 — 15 33 30 0.8 .1 341
Total 12979 EERY 2 97.4 887 325 4.9 0.2 29.8
Average issue 2.1 16 1.2 18 22 2.6 29 4.3 —
TASMANIA
First 4963 211 0.7 474 246 4.8 0.6 0.1 280
Second 4119 104 0.4 326 283 83 1.4 — 297
Third 2186 4.0 01 13.7 178 7.2 0.9 — 311
Fourth 833 1.2 01 4.7 6.1 4.0 0.5 0.1 3Le
Fifth and over 53.0 03 — 2.6 35 29 12 0.1 334
Totat 1.263.1 37.0 13 101.0 813 27.2 4.6 0.2 29.4
Average 1ssue 2.1 L& 1.7 1.8 2.2 28 3.5 — —
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

First 503.0 15.6 10 - 441 30.1 85 1.2 ol 288
Second 4663 7.4 0.1 340 36.3 13.7 1.7 — 30.7
Third 202 1.4 —_ 12.9 17.8 7.3 1.0 -— 31.7
Fourth 65.7 0.3 - 22 5.1 44 1.0 o1 340
Fifth and over 38 0.1 —— 1.1 20 2.6 0.7 — 351
Total {.268.9 M8 i1 94.3 913 36.5 5.6 0.2 3 i
Average issue 1.9 1.4 1.1 1.7 2.0 2.4 2.9 — —
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36 EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS: AGE OF MOTHER, BIRTH ORDER OF ALL PREVIOUS BIRTHS

Age of mother
Order of birih 15-1% 20-24 25-29 30-34 35.3¢9 40-44 45-49 Total
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
First 662 1,124 565 314 125 26 ; 2,820
Second 92 476 438 250 113 30 —_ 1,399
Third 13 136 231 150 81 16 — 627
Fourth 3 33 105 95 40 17 2 295
Fifth and over ] 11 44 47 37 14 — 154
Tatal 771 1,780 1,383 856 396 106 3 5.295
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First 1,203 1,668 892 485 231 43 1 4523
Second 151 621 470 289 102 10 1 1,644
Third 24 215 232 204 8l 9 — 7635
Fourth { 59 122 79 58 13 — 332
Fifth and over 1 18 74 58 47 12 1 211
Toral 1,380 2,581 1790 1115 519 87 3 7475
TASMANIA
First 344 544 292 149 67 7 1 1,404
Second 36 148 106 65 28 4 — 387
Third 7 73 70 57 26 4 —_ 237
Fourth 2 14 27 28 19 4 — 94
Fifth and over | 3 17 20 21 5 — 67
Total 390 782 512 318 164 24 { 2,189
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
First 148 318 172 123 59 13 - 833
Second 20 75 53 45 32 2 — 227
Third 1 12 15 14 8 — — 30
Fourth — 5 9 2 1 —_— — 17
Fifth and over — — 4 3 1 — — 8
Total 169 410 253 187 1 i5 — 1135
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37 EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS: AGE-ORDER-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATE
Age-spectfic birth rates

Order specific Median age at
Order of birth Jertility rate 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 childbearing
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

First 2674 139 210 10.5 5.4 22 0.5 — 231
Second 128.8 19 89 8.1 4.3 1.9 0.6 — 26.3
Third 56.9 03 25 43 26 1.4 03 —_ 284
Fourth 26.5 0.1 0.6 1.9 1.6 a7 03 - 30.0
Fifth and over 3.7 — 0.2 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.3 — 322
Total 493.3 162 33.3 257 4.7 6.8 1.9 — 250
Average issue 1.8 1.2 1.5 2.0 22 2.5 27 — —
WESTERN AUSTRALILA )

First 3418 195 24.5 13.6 69 33 0.6 —_ 230
Second 1222 24 9.1 72 4.1 1.5 0.1 = 255
Third 564 0.4 32 s 29 12 0.1 — 279
Fourth 245 — 09 L9 1.1 0.8 02 — 291
Fifth and over 155 — 03 1.1 0.8 0.7 02 — 309
Total 360 4 22.4 379 27.3 isg 7.4 13 — 24.5
Average issue 1.7 1.1 1.5 i.9 2.1 2.3 24 — —

TASMANIA
First 417.8 209 326 18.0 80 36 0.4 0.1 . 232
Second 114.1 2.2 89 6.5 35 1.5 0.2 — 252
Third 9.0 04 44 43 31 1.4 02 — 274
Fourth 269 0.1 0.8 1.7 1.5 1.0 0.2 — 30.2
Fifth and over 18.9 0.1 02 1.0 1.1 1.1 0.3 —_ 330
Total 646.7 23.7 46.9 316 I7.7 86 14 0.1 24.4
Average issue 1.7 1.1 14 1.8 2.1 2.5 31 — _—
AUSTRALIAN CAMTAL TERRITORY

First 3093 12.4 204 13.6 26 4.8 1.1 — - 245
Second 847 1.7 48 4.2 is 2.6 Q.2 —_ 274
Third 139 0.1 0.8 12 1.1 0.6 — — 292
Fourth . 6.4 — 03 0.7 0.2 0.1 —_ — 275
Fifth and over 3z2 _ — 03 0.2 0.1 —_ _ 3lLo
Total 4225 14.1 26.3 20.1 146 8.1 62 — 254

Average issue 13 1.1 12 1.5 L5 L5 1.1 — o
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INDIGENOUS BIRTHS ......... v vt neene i eaasann,

Indigenous births are those where either one or both parents are recorded as being of
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin. Only data for New South Wales, South
Australia, Western Australia, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory
are considered to be of publishable quality, These data are generally at least 90%
complete. Although Victoria and Tasmania have provision for identification of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander origin on their birth registration forms, data for these States
are currently considered to be significantly underrecorded. Queensland has identified
Indigenous origin in its registration process from January 1996. Due to the small number
of Indigenous births (52), data for the Australian Capital Territory are highly variable and
should be interpreted with caution. Because the registration of [ndigenous births is
incomplete, even in these three States and Territories, fertility rates based on these data

are lower than expected.

A total of 2,345 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were bom in New South
Wales, 534 in South Australia in 1995, 1,492 in Western Australia and 1,354 in the
Northern Territory. Of these births, 67%, 76%, 82% and 94%, respectively, were 1o

Abcriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.

The sex ratio at birth for ail Indigenous births in 1995 varied from 99.5 in Western
Australia to 109.6 in New South Wales. The sex ratio at birth for births to Indigenous
women varied more, from 100.6 in the Northern Territory to 119.8 in New South Wales.
In contrast, the sex ratios for all births varied from 106.1 in Western Australia to 108.5 in

the Northern Territory.

There is considerable variation in the proportion of ex-nuptial births between the
Indigenous population and the total population, although the proportion of ex-nuptial
hirths has increased slightly in both groups since 1994. The proportion of ex-nuptial
births of Indigenous children alsc shows considerable variation between the two States
and the Northern Territory. In New South Wales and South Australia 77% and 79%
respectively, of Indigenous births in 1995 were ex-nuptial, while for Western Australia
and the Northern Territory the proportions were significantly higher at 85% and 95%,
respectively. For all births ex-nuptial proportions varied from 25% in New South Wales to
57% in the Northern Territory.

Paternity-acknowled ex-nuptial births

FERTILITY

There are also wide variations between the three States and the Northern Territory in
the proportions of ex-nuptial Indigenous births and of all ex-nuptial births that are
paternity-acknowledged. For Indigenous births paternity-acknowledgement was 52% in
the Northern Territory, 75% in Western Australia, 82% in South Australia and 83% in New
South Wales. For all births patemity-acknowledgement was 64% in the Northern
Territory, 84% in New South Wales and Western Australia and 85% in South Australia.

The fertility of Indigenous women is higher than thar of women in the total Australian
population. In 1995, the total fertility rate for Indigenous mothers was 2.1 for New South

M B R A I R R R e I R T S
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South Wales, 2.3 for South Austratia, 2.8 for Westem Australia and 2.9 for the Northern
; Territory. In contrast, the total fertility rate for all women ranged between 1.8 in South

Australia and 2.4 in the Northern Territory.

TOTAL FERTILITY RATES(a)

P IR SR SR SN e i A I R U I

5 Indigenous All

3 mothers_._.......... mothers..........

] Selected Stateg/Territories 1994 1985 1994 1995
New South Wales n.a. 2.1 18 1.8
South Austraiia 2.4 22 1.7 18
Western Australia 3.0 2.8 18 1.9
Northern Temitory 2.8 29 2.3 2.4

R AR R A S LA TS Y A F PN AR A IR ARTL AN TR A AT XA R AR S

{a} Per woman.

Age of mothers

The age-specific birth rates of Indigenous mothers show considerable variation from
those of all mathers. For Indigenous mothers the age group of peak fertility was
2024 years, compared to 25-29 ycars for all mothers. The gap between the fertlity
rates of Indigenous mothers and of all mothers was greatest in the 15-19 and 20-24
years age groups, particulacly in the Northern Territory and Western Australia,
Thereafter fertility rates of Indigenous mothers more closely resembled those of all

mothers.

The fact that mothers of Indigenous children have their children at younger ages than
women in the total population is reflected in the median age of mothers, which for
Indigencus wamen varied from 23.2 years in Western Australia to 24.2 years in New
South Wales. In conteast, for all mothers the median age ranged from 26.8 years in the

Northern Territory to 29.5 years in South Australia.

AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES({(a}

Rate
r 200 -
~
AN Indigenous NSW
1 -7 ) ’/ ) )
L / N Indigenous SA
1504 S N
y R SN Indigenous WA
|7 D)
) / \‘\‘ - Indiganous NT
. N \ —
100 + - ‘
—---- All Australia

0 -
; T T o
15-19 20-24 25.29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49

{a) Per 1,000 women,
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38 BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT CHILDREN, SUMMARY, NEW SOUTH WALES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, NORTHERN TERRITORY AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Selected years N.S.W. SA WA NT ACT
TOTAL BIRTHS
1988 n.a 508 n.a. 1,138 0.4
1989 na 467 h.a. 1,277 n.a.
1990 n.a. 588 ’ n.a 1.289 n.a,
199 n.a. 593 n.a. 1,257 58
1992 na. 561 na 1.354 n.p.
1993 n.a. 512 1,535 1,359 43
1994 na. 531 1.578 1,338 59
1995 2,345 554 1.492 1,354 52
TOTAL FERTILITY RATE(a)
1588 n.a. 2.654 n.a. 2.751 n.a.
1989 n.a. 2392 na.. 2.953 n.a.
1990 na. 3.049 na. 2.908 n.a.
1951 n.a. 2.803 n.a. 2.7713 2.407
1992 na 2.733 na. 2973 np.
1993 na 2.482 3.052 2935 1.515
1994 n.a. 2.440 3.012 2.8608 2.203
1995 2.123 2332 2.751 2.897 1.555
E {a) Total fertility rates include only those births to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mothers.
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39 BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN AND ALL CHILDREN(a): SELECTED DETAILS,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Mothers of indigenous children Al children
Total Indigenous mathers
Number Par cent
1994 1995 1994 . 1995 1994 965 1994 1995
BIRTHS '

Total births n.a. 2345 n.a 1,575 na. 67.2 37,977 87,849
Males na. 1,226 na. 832 n.a. 679 45,187 44 884
Females na 1,119 na. 743 n.a. 66.4 42 790 42965
Sex ratio na 109.6 na. 119.8 na .. 105.6 104.5

Nuptial births n.a. 606 na 351 na 579 66,429 65,939

Ex—nuptial births—

Number n.a. 1,739 na. 1.224 na 70.4 21,548 21910
Percentage of live births na 742 na 77.7 na .. 245 249

Paternity acknowledged births—

Number na. 1446 na 960 na. 66.4 17,777 18,359
Percentage of ex—nuptial births n.a. 832 na. 784 n.a. .. 823 8318
Age group of mother (yearsj—
4 and under na 3 na. 3 n.a. 100.0 23 20
15-19 n.a 452 na. 300 n.a. 66.4 4210 4109
20-24 na 842 na. 586 n.a. 63.6 16,959 16,409
25-29 n.a. 608 na. 399 n.a. 65.8 28,726 28254
30-34 na 317 na. 21} n.a. 66.6 26,318 26,623
35-39 na. 109 n.a. 66 n.a. 60.6 10,091 10.627
4044 na. 12 na 8 n.a. 66.7 1,587 1,743
45 and over n.a ¢ na. 0 n.& .- 56 &0
Not stated n.a 2 na 2 n.a. 100.0 7 4

Age—specific birth rates—

15-19(b) . e . 6.7 . o 2.6 20.3
20-24 e .o ‘e 145.3 .- . 71.8 69.7
25-29 . o . 108.8 e . 127.0 1231
30-34 . - e 65.3 e . 1057 107.5
35-39 . . .- 24.9 e . 433 47
40-44 - .. .. 3.8 . .. 73 7.9
4549(c) .. - .. 0 s . 0.3 03

Total fertility rate 2,124 1.879 1.867

CONFINEMENTS

Total confinements n.a 2,329 n.a. 1,561 n.a. 76.7 86,785 86,691

Median age of mother n.a. 242 n.a. 24.1 n.a. .- 29.0 26.2

Median age of father(d) na 27.0 n.a. 27.0 na. .. 31.7 1.9

Previous births{d)—

0 n.a. 1,027 n.a. 628 n.a. 61.1 37,502 37,877
1 n.a. 558 na. 360 n.a 64.5 26,518 26,882
2 na. 279 na 184 na, 65.9 11,933 11,720
3 na. 112 n.a. 77 n.a. 68.8 3.678 3,754
4 and over na. 62 n.a. 50 n.a. 80.6 1,688 1,522
Average number of births na 1.9 na 1.9 n.a. . 18 1.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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39 BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN AND ALL CHILDREN(a): SELECTED DETAILS,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA - continued,

Mothers of indigenous children A#l children
Total Indigenous mothers
Number Per cent
1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995
BIRTHS

Total births 531 554 414 411 77.8 75.6 19,409 19,336

Males 2713 281 220 216 80.6 76.8 9,951 9.977

Females 258 273 193 195 74.8 714 9,458 9,359

Sex ratio 105.8 1029 1140 0.8 . . 105.2 106.6
Nuptial births 120 112 75 56 65.8 50 14,261 14,041
Ex -nuptial birthy

Number 411 432 335 355 815 822 5.148 5,295

Percentage of live births 77.4 704 81.1 864 e .. 265 274
Paternity acknowledged births—

Number 329 354 258 270 78.4 76.3 4328 4,516

Percentage of ex~nuptial births B0.0 89 77.0 76.1 .. ' 84.1 853
Age group of mather fyears)—

14 and ender ] 4 1 3 100.0 750 3 5

15-1G 97 I18 80 87 825 737 778 823

20-24 194 177 162 149 83.5 842 3.454 3,207

25-29 120 148 87 107 72.5 7213 6,546 6,423

30-34 82 75 38 44 69.5 58.7 6,001 6,048

35-39 26 25 16 17 61.5 68.0 2,246 2386

40-44 3 5 2 3 66.7 60.0 355 425

45 and over — 1 — — - — 10 12

Nut stated g l ] 0 100.0 — 16 7
Age specific birth rates—

15-19(b} o . 93.6 98.6 . . 6.1 17.4

2024 . . 183.7 160.2 .. ‘e 62.7 60.1

25-29 . . 102.6 117.1 .- .. 1211 119.3

30-34 . . 76.8 55.6 ‘s . 1015 104.1

35-39 . .. 26.8 26 ‘. o 394 4[.1

4044 .. . 45 6.3 . . 6.6 78

45-19%c) . ‘e — 27 e . 0.2 02
Total fertility rate 2440 2.332 1.738 1.750

CONFINEMENTS

Total confinements 527 549 409 407 77.6 74.1 19,134 19,053
Median age of mother 24.2 24.4 238 23.8 o . 29.2 29.4
Median age of father{d) 274 27.1 266 264 ‘e . 31.7 319
Previous births{d)--

0 227 224 168 161 74 719 8,855 8,754

i 115 135 80 88 69.6 65.2 6,107 6,241

2 66 6] 49 42 742 68.9 2,361 2,507

3 18 32 18 24 100 75 720 755

4 and over 19 14 17 11 89.5 78.6 278 300

Average number of births ' 1.9 1.9 19 19 .. N 1.8 1.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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INDIGENGOUS BIRTHS

39 BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN AND ALL CHILDREN(a): SELECTED DETAILS,

xxxxxx

WESTERN AUSTRALILA - continued

P I R R I S R I N I I Y

R N ]

I S P )

Mothers of indigenous children Al children
Toral Indigenous mothers
Number Per cent
1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995
BIRTHS . )

Total births 1,578 1,492 1,316 1,225 83.4 82.1 25,138 25,139

Males 858 744 716 618 834 831 12,867 12,642

Females 720 748 600 407 833 81.1 12,271 12,197

Sex ratio 1192 99.5 119.3 101.8 104.9 106.1
Nuptial births 249 219 159 137 63.9 0.6 17918 17,664
Ex—nuptial births—

Number 1,329 1,273 1,157 1,088 87.1 855 7220 7.475

Percentage of tive births 842 853 R7.9 888 287 29.7
Paternity acknowledged births—

Number 1,009 955 337 771 83.0 807 5,951 6,304

Percentage of ex—nuptial births 759 750 723 709 82.4 843
Age group of mother (years)—

14 and under 13 10 13 10 1040 100.0 22 12

15-19 388 357 340 308 87.6 86.3 1,511 1.492

20-24 572 537 494 439 864 81.8 4,974 4,886

25-29 375 353 299 263 79.7 83.0 8.4035 8172

30-34 173 172 125 130 72.3 75.6 7.230 7,363

35-39 45 61 38 44 84.4 721 2,582 2,790

4044 11 2 6 1 54.5 50.0 395 407

45 and over — — — — — - 15 15

Not stated t — 1 — 100.0 — 4 —
Age—specific birth rates—

15-19(h} 148.4 1287 249 24 4

20-24 2177 185.2 73.6 71.8

25-29 . 134.8 127.9 . 1303 124.9

30-34 69.5 683 102.6 104.7

35-39 . 26.7 293 373 308

4044 52 08 6.1 6.1

45—49(c} . — — 03 03
Total fertility rate 3012 2.751 1.877 1.860

CONFINEMENTS

Total 1,564 1.478 1,304 1,217 834 %23 24,794 24,791
Median age of mother 242 234 238 232 292 288
Median age of father(d} 274 2603 206 26.0 . 317 20
Previous births{d)—

0 627 579 501 442 799 76.3 11,016 11,285

I 304 293 222 220 73.0 75.1 7,722 7.858

2 161 164 131 131 81.4 799 3,290 3,386

3 91 77 77 61 84.6 79.2 1,048 992

4 and over 66 61 58 54 87.9 836 465 447

Average number of births 1.9 20 20 20 1.8 1.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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39  BIRTHS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN AND ALL CHILDREN(a): SELECTED DETAILS,
NORTHERN TERRITORY - continued

INDIGENQUS BIRTHS

L I R I I I B T T T T T v S Vv,

Mothers of indigenous children Al children
Totat Indigenous mothers
Number Per cent
19394 1995 1994 1995 7994 1995 1994 1995
BIRTHS
Total hirths 1,338 1.354 1,256 1,286 93.9 93.9 3.626 3,766
Males
Females 652 673 615 641 94.3 94.3 1,808 1,806
Sex ratio 1052 1012 104.2 100.6 .. 100.6 108.5
Nugtial births 88 71 66 57 750 75.0 1,583 1,613
Ex—nuptial births—
Number 1.25G 1,283 1,190 1,229 95.2 95.8 2,043 2,153
Percentage of live births 934 94.8 947 5.6 . 56.3 572
Paternity acknowledged births—
Number 675 669 624 617 024 924 1,347 1,334
Percentage of ex—nuptial births 54.0 521 52.4 50.2 659 64.3
Age group of mother (vears)—
14 and under 20 23 20 23 100.0 100.0 21 23
15-19 363 354 353 345 972 87.5 471 496
20-24 467 457 435 435 93.1 95.2 961 976
25-29 304 312 277 266 91.1 949 1,031 1,086
30-34 118 151 11D 136 93.2 90.1 793 816
35-39 59 52 55 47 932 90.4 305 312
4044 7 3 & 2 85.7 06.7 42 51
45 and over — — — —_ — — 1 —
Not stated — 2 — 2 — 100.0 1 6
Age-specific birth rates—
15-19(b) . 168.4 164.5 e 84.0 88.1
20-24 176.5 i84.1 . . 121.4 1294
25-29 . . 126.7 1283 . 122.3 124.2
30-34 59.0 70.2 93.0 95.8
35-39 379 30.7 412 4t 4
40-44 51 1.6 6.6 77
4549} — — 02 —
Total fertility rate 2.868 2.897 2.344 2.433
CONFINEMENTS
Total confinements 1,322 1,348 1,240 1,277 93.8 9%4.9 3,580 3,711
Median age of mother 229 233 227 232 26.7 272
Median age of father(d) 26.1 26.9 26.0 26.7 . 307 30.4
Previous births(d)—
0 345 351 312 314 90.4 89.5 1,416 1,475
l 199 185 174 169 874 914 948 921
2 108 113 98 106 90.7 93.8 336 405
k) 49 44 46 40 93.9 90.9 112 127
4 and over 51 47 49 45 96.1 95.7 78 69
Average number of births 20 2.0 2.] 2.1 . .- 1.8 18
See footnotes at end of table.
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39 BIRTIIS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN AND ALL CHILLDRENta): SELECTED DETAILS,
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY - continued

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Mothers of indigenous children Al chitdren
Toral Indigenous moithers
Number Per cent
1994 1995 1994 1995 1954 1995 1994 1995
BIRTHS

Total births 59 52 41 29 69.5 35.8 4,461 4,415

Males 31 33 24 18 77.4 545 2,232 2,291

Females 2R 19 17 il 60.7 579 2,229 2,124

Sex ratio 110.7 173.7 141.2 163.6 100.1 107.9
Nuptial births 20 13 11 5 55.0 385 3419 3.280
Ex -nuptial births—

Number 39 39 30 24 76.9 61.5 1,042 1,135

Percentage of live births 66.1 750 732 828 . 234 257
Paternity acknowledged births—

Number i3 34 24 20 727 588 B35 925

Percentage of ex—nuptial births 84.6 872 80.0 833 82.1 81.5
Age group of mofher (years)—

14 and under - — — — — — 2 ]

15-1% 5 9 5 6 100.0 66.7 166 171

20-24 24 22 16 11 66.7 50.0 788 768

25-29 18 4 12 g 66.7 57.1 1,452 1.424

30-34 9 5 6 3 66.7 &0.0 1.409 1,343

35-3% 3 2 2 1 66.7 50.0 525 548

4044 — — — — — — 76 81

435 and over — — — - — — — 2

Not stated —— — — — — — 43 78
Age-specific birth rates-

15-19(b) .- 493 612 . . 14.0 14.6

20-24 175.8 170 v 5035 301

25-29 123.7 85.1 . 1174 115.2

30-34 659 341 . . [SUN 106.9

35-39 256 135 . 430 44.9

4044 —_— — o 6.2 6.8

45-49(c) — — . — 0.2
Total fertility rate 2,203 1555 1.716 1.693

CONFINEMENTS

Totzl confinements 59 51 41 28 69.5 54.9 4416 4,359
Median age of mother 253 24.2 250 245 29.4 204
Median age of father{d) 277 277 277 285 317 318
Previous births{(d)—

1] 29 25 22 11 75.9 44 1.940 1,972

1 13 15 8 1} 61.5 66.7 1,472 1.434

2 8 3 3 1 37.5 333 574 562

3 2 2 1 1 50 50 178 16t

4 and over i P 1 2 10¢ 100 67 76

Average number of births 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.6 18 1.8

{a) See Explanatory Notes for definitions used. (b) Includes births to mothers under 15 years of age. (¢) Includes births to mothers aged 50 years

and over. (d) lncludes both nuptial confinements and ex-nuptiat confinements where paternity was acknowledged.
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40 BIRTHS: STATES AND TERRITORIES OF REGISTRATION, {a)

Year NSH Vic. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
1901 ITR7S 31.008 14,303 9,079 5718 4,930 32 (b) 102,945
1902 37.835 30,461 14216 8.927 6,232 5.085 20 — 102,776
1903 35,966 29,569 12,621 8,475 6.699 5,080 33 — 98 443
1904 38,667 29,763 14,082 5,100 7,176 5292 13 - 104,113
1905 39,501 30,107 13,626 8,832 7,582 5,257 36 — 104,941
1906 40,948 30,844 14,019 8921 7.800 5333 25 — 107,890
1007 42201 31.365 14,540 9.211 7,712 5291 27 - 110,347
1908 42,458 31,097 14 830 9,756 7,755 5,615 34 - 111,345
1909 43,782 31,544 15,552 10,064 7,602 5,500 27 — 114,071
151¢ 45 444 31.437 16,169 10,540 7,585 5,586 40 — 116,801
1911 47,537 33,026 16,984 11,057 8,091 5437 31 30 122,193
1912 51.861 35,79 18,738 12,079 3,689 5853 33 39 133,088
1913 52,186 35970 19,731 12.627 9218 5,886 52 44 135.714
1914 33,641 36,222 19,882 12.904 9,204 6,017 58 55 137,983
1915 52,931 35,009 20,163 11,798 5,017 5,845 6l 47 134,871
916 52,080 34,235 18,912 11.857 8,563 5,642 74 63 131,426
1917 52.44%8 33,033 19.787 11,326 7,882 5,376 6% 44 129,965
1918 50,709 31,597 19,536 11.357 7.106 5.280 [0S 49 125,739
1919 48.532 31619 18.699 11,060 6,937 5310 106 27 122,290
1920 53,942 36,213 20,256 12,028 8.149 5.740 63 15 136,406
1921 54.636 35.591 20329 11,974 7.807 5,755 79 27 136,198
1922 55 170 36,288 19,987 12,601 8,131 5817 70 32 137,496
1923 54,069 35,877 19,982 11.692 7.854 5,657 72 1% 135,222
1924 53.705 36,140 19,708 11,592 8,301 5383 57 41 134927
1923 54,615 35,922 20,283 11,457 8.185 5218 65 47 135.792
1926 53,116 35,362 19.764 11,483 8,301 4,988 73 75 133,162
1927 53,839 35074 19,833 11,492 8,482 4,833 68 77 133,698
1928 54,791 34,498 19,783 11,408 8,704 4,691 83 120 134,078
1929 52671 33,604 18.486 10,665 0,051 4,797 53 153 129,480
1930 52128 33.127 18,939 9,984 9,200 4,786 71 164 128,399
1934 47.721 30,332 17.833 9,079 8.549 4,762 72 161 118,509
1932 44,895 27,464 17,367 852! 7.965 4491 79 151 110,933
1933 44,195 28.392 17,150 8,900 7,874 4,553 74 131 111,269
1934 43.335 27,828 17,360 8,459 7,801 4,470 88 134 109,475
1935 44,676 27,884 17,688 8,270 8,119 4,456 84 148 111,325
1936 46,193 23,883 18,755 8911 8,479 4.581 1313 158 116,073
1937 47,497 29,731 19,162 8,985 8,609 4,841 9% 207 119,131
1938 47,319 30,344 18,992 9,410 9,141 4,907 102 200 120,415
1939 48,003 30,493 20,348 6,618 9,036 5,004 138 251 122,891
1940 49,382 31,962 20,412 10,017 9,121 4,994 173 286 126,347
1941 51,729 34,406 21,519 10,965 19,118 5,206 216 366 134,525
1942 52,647 35,927 21,166 11,278 9,901 5,305 92 392 136,708
1943 57.265 39,117 23,234 13,145 10,481 5.597 80 376 149,295
1944 59.612 39,358 24,520 13,31 10,870 5,200 89 384 153,344
1945 61,662 41,200 26,713 14,033 10,672 5.785 90 405 160,560
1946 67,247 46,693 27,024 15,813 12,105 6.847 132 518 176,379
1947 69,398 47,366 28,358 16,317 12,874 7,140 276 655 182,384
1948 67,234 46,009 27,858 15,870 12,931 6,979 280 725 177,976
1949 68,812 46,873 27,748 16,042 13.51) 7,110 346 819 181,261
1950 71,592 49.830 29,028 17,306 14,228 7,242 411 954 190,591
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TIME SERIES — TRENDS IN FERTILITY
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40 BIRTHS: STATES AND TERRITORIES OF REGISTRATION, {ay—continued

Year NSW Vie. old SA WA Tas. NT ACY Aust,
1951 72,065 50,553 29652 17.463 14,794 7357 407 1.003 193,298
1932 74,196 53.738 30,653 17 884 15,413 7916 448 1.102 201,650
1953 - 74,890 53.561 30,782 18,156 15,862 7,736 460 788 202.235
1954 73,125 54,660 3176 18,227 15,928 7.770 513 857 202,256
1955 74,407 56.336 32352 18,494 16,623 B.08% 515 861 207.677
1936 75714 58.393 32,409 18.964 16916 8.104 556 1,077 212,133
1937 76,456 60,464 33,763 19,536 16,924 8.435 646 1134 220,358
1958 80,045 61.269 33872 20,047 16,731 8,568 657 1,275 222,504
1959 80,866 62,245 35,599 20372 17,111 8625 796 1.362 226.976
1960 81,983 64.025 35213 20,966 16,926 8.853 77 1,583 230,326
1961 86,392 65.886 36,637 22,399 17.078 8,982 478 1,734 239,986
1962 85439 65.890 35,690 21,361 17.004 8.894 924 1,819 237,081
1963 84,065 65,649 35,934 21,367 17.290 8.530 859 1,995 235,689
1964 80,518 64.990¢ 34972 20,866 16,685 8.252 S11 1,955 229,149
19635 78069 63,550 33,551 20,891 16.186 7.535 214 2158 222.854
1966 77.776 64,008 32903 20362 17.194 7.401 1,769 2318 223,731
1967 78,841 65,485 34,692 20,386 13.023 7.547 1921 2401 229,296
1968 81,606 70,228 35,190 21,207 19,541 8.317 2,084 2,643 240.906
1969(c) 85,781 71.500 36.440 21,885 20,800 8.433 2313 3,023 250,175
1970 88.269 73.465 37.351 22475 21,680 8.182 2,672 3418 257516
1971 98,736 75,394 39,847 22,889 24276 8,350 2,916 3,953 276.361
1972 95,607 71,713 39,025 21,748 22211 7.862 2,807 3,996 264,965
1973 87,745 66,910 37,900 20328 20,53 7.362 2.907 3987 247,670
1974 86,483 66052 37,770 20,117 20,243 7.441 2,855 4216 245,177
1975 81,172 61,797 36328 19,883 20,363 7.014 2,275 4,i78 233,012
1976 78,749 60,531 35,268 18,866 20.70¢ 6.736 2,688 4272 227,810
1977 78,302 59,389 34976 19,170 20,688 6,760 2,601 4,405 226,291
1978 78,052 58,687 34,530 18,523 20,662 6,836 2,700 4,191 224,181
1979 77.469 57.628 35,220 18413 20,515 6.789 2,848 4,247 223,129
1980 79,801 58,022 35,001 18,430 20,652 6,776 2,602 4243 225,527
1981 81,971 59284 38,935 19,271 21,900 7230 3.108 4,142 235,842
1982 83,908 59.876 40,599 19,199 22261 7.039 2,914 4,107 239,903
1983 83,307 59.928 42,085 19.830 23,087 7062 3,127 4,144 242,570
1984 32,392 59.502 40,466 20,052 21.626 7.133 3,191 4,110 238.472
1983 83,388 61.538 40,417 19,790 23,108 7,248 3,315 4,106 242210
1986 84,531 60,162 40,371 19,741 24236 6,950 3,315 4,102 243 408
1987 86,063 61,507 39,365 19,235 23,332 6,790 3,529 4,108 243959
1988 84 647 62,134 40.561 16,155 25,143 6,778 3439 4,335 246,193
1989 83,750 64,002 42,071 19,610 25,051 6,813 3,379 4,137 250,853
1990 90,534 66,970 44,868 19,863 25,356 7,043 3.557 4,457 262,648
1991 87,367 65,438 44,160 19,640 25417 6,870 3,599 4,756 257247
1992 92,585 63,766 46,240 19311 25,073 6,987 3,742 4,447 264 151
1993 89.354 64,049 46,778 20,078 25,081 6,835 3.603 4414 260,229
1994 81977 63,974 46,578 19,409 25138 6,844 3.626 4,461 258,051
1995 86.691 61,685 45,898 19,053 24,791 6,480 3,711 4,359 252,708

(a) Excludes “full blood Aborigines™ prior to 1966, (b} Included with New South Wales prior to 1911, (c) States and Territories are
on a usual residence basis from 1%69.
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TIME SERIES — TRENDS IN FERTILITY

41 AGE SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AUSTRALIA(a)

Total

Age group (vears) Jertility

Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 35-39 40-44 45-4% rate

334

1921 26.6 1359 169.0 142.5 1019 43.6 43 3.1
1922 26.2 136.4 170.8 141.1 100.9 419 3.9 31
1923 20,5 133.1 167.1 136.1 95.7 402 45 30
1924 27.9 132.2 164.7 1342 93.3 38.1 40 3.0
1925 29.1 130.8 163.4 131.3 928 384 4.1 29
1926 29.2 127.4 1594 125.4 88.2 36.2 38 28
1627 299 127.7 156.2 124 1 8335 iq9 36 28
1628 306 1285 1539 1202 828 336 39 23
1926 294 122.7 148.2 1143 76.9 320 34 2.6
1930 203 120.2 144.9 1122 75.6 309 31 2.6
1931 27.2 t10.8 130.7 1044 679 27.7 31 24
1932 259 1G1.0 1222 96.3 632 258 2.9 22
1933 256 99.6 1236 %6.0 61.3 245 26 22
1934 246 979 120.7 933 58.4 24.1 23 21
1935 24.6 966 123.2 94.0 573 219 23 21
1936 249 103.5 1275 95.5 60.3 216 22 22
1937 246 107.1 136.7 97.9 586 20.7 20 22
1938 238 108.4 130.9 992 563 202 21 22
1939 243 110.5 1339 983 56.4 19.0 t9 232
1940 236 112.5 136.8 100.5 56.6 164 1.7 22
1941 243 121.0 1435 104.9 57.8 196 1.7 24
1942 24.0 1218 143.6 1042 60.0 196 1.7 24
1943 243 132.5 155.4 114.3 64.5 206 1.é 26
1944 229 126.7 1573 122.5 729 221 L6 2.6
1945 238 1324 i64.2 125.2 76.1 237 1.8 27
i946 26.1 1511 183.2 131.7 783 246 2.1 3.0
1947 321 166.2 186.6 130.0 750 235 1.8 3.1
1948 34.2 163.0 179.8 124.6 712 225 1.7 30
1949 358 167.4 180.9 1219 684 212 1.6 3.0
1950 370 173.5 186.0 1246 68.8 21.8 16 31
1951 38.6 1772 185.3 123.1 65.0 21.0 1.6 3.0
1952 363 189.7 192.7 126.1 66.1 20.5 1.7 32
1953 388 194.7 193.2 124.6 653 205 1.4 32
1954 352 197.1 194.0 1218 64.4 202 1.5 32
1955 418 205.4 199.6 122.0 64.4 204 1.4 33
1956 43.0 2109 203.0 123.5 64.2 19.7 1.6 33
1957 34.0 2162 2107 127.2 65.1 19.5 1.4 34
1958 44.6 2159 2129 126.4 643 18.5 1.5 34
1959 452 219.0 2144 125.7 63.6 18.6 1.5 3.5
1960 44.3 220.] 2163 127.5 623 i8.4 t.3 35
1961 474 2258 221.2 1311 63.4 19.2 1.4 3.6
1962 447 216.0 216.7 127.7 614 18.4 1.2 3.5
1963 459 208.2 2112 1239 59.7 18.6 11 34
1964 47.0 190.5 198.1 119.1 584 16.5 1.2 32
1965 47.5 176.3 188.5 110.1 53.0 15.0 1.1 3.0
1966 439 173.1 183.9 105.1 50.6 14.2 1.1 29
1967 484 170.8 185.0 102.8 47.8 13.5 1.1 29
1968 489 173.6 1908 1033 46.7 12.9 1.0 2.9
1969 49.0 174.2 191.6 [03.5 45.6 12.2 1.0 29
1970 50.¢ 172.0 189.6 101.8 44.9 11.7 08 29
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TIME SERIES — TRENDS IN FERTILITY
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41 AGE SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AUSTRALIA(ay—continued

Total

Age group (years) Jfertility

Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 43-49 rate
1971 555 181.9 193.3 i01.8 44.2 1.3 0.8 29
1972 54.5 1638.7 181.7 94.0 389 10.0 08 27
1973 49.1 1554 166.9 842 336 84 0.6 25
1974 442 1454 1593 78.3 29.1 7.2 0.4 24
1975 40.1 133.9 14%.6 74.1 26.0 6.1 0.4 22
1976 35.2 1282 146.2 72.5 24.4 5.5 0.4 2.1
1977 321 122.0 145.7 74.1 239 5.0 0.3 2.0
1978 299 115.8 144.0 73.4 235 4.5 02 2.0
1979 285 109t 142.5 739 23.6 4.6 0.3 1.9
1980 276 107.0 141.0 751 237 4.4 03 1.9
1681 282 107.5 1452 77.6 245 43 0.3 1.9
1982 274 1039 1449 80.6 256 4.5 0.3 1.9
1983 26.6 102.7 i45.9 81.3 250 43 0.2 1.9
1984 232 943 140.4 81.2 250 4.3 03 1.8
1985 228 95.8 146.0 82.0 269 4.5 02 1.9
1986 218 90.0 1419 83.7 272 43 0.2 1.9
1987 206 85.0 139.6 9%0.6 288 4.8 0.3 1.8
1988 20.3 815 1369 933 305 4.6 02 1.8
1989 20.6 784 1354 96.1 326 5.0 0.2 1.8
1990 221 794 1379 1017 347 55 02 1.9
1951 22.1 750 132.0 100.2 36.0 5.5 02 1.9
1992 219 74.8 132.5 104.6 384 6.1 0.3 1.9
1993 209 7.1 130.0 105.5 390 6.3 0.2 1.9
1994 20.7 69.2 126.0 105.1 4t.2 6.7 03 1.8
1995 20.5 66.7 121.6 106.1 42.5 7.2 .3 1.8

{a) Excludes *full blood Aborigines’ prior to 1966.
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TOTAL FERTILITY RATES: STATE OR TERRITORY OF USUAL RESIDENCE

TIME SERIES — TRENDS tN FERTILITY
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Year NSW Vic Oid SA4 WA Tas NT ACT Australia
1975 2.130 2100 2.320 2.000 2,190 2230 2870 2,160 2.15¢
1976 2.040 2.030 2.180 1.860 2.140 2.090 3.060 2.090 2.060
1977 2.000 1.960 2110 1.870 2.090 2.070 2.750 2110 2.020
1978 1.960 1.920 2.020 1.770 '2.030 2.070 2.650 1.980 1.960
1979 1.910 1.860 2.010 1.740 1970 2.020 2.710 2.010 1.910
1980 1.930 1.840 1.930 1.730 1.930 1970 2290 1.990 1.900
1981 1.950 1.850 2.060 1.790 1.990 2070 2.650 1.920 1.940
1982 1.970 1.850 2.070 1.770 1.960 2010 2.320 1.890 1.240
1983 1.940 1.820 2.090 1.810 1.990 2.000 2390 1.880 1.930
1984 1.800 1.790 1.980 1.810 1.85¢ 2,000 2.330 1.830 1.840
1985 2.010 1.830 1.650 1.780 1.940 2010 2.320 1.800 1.930
1986 1.810 1.780 1.910 L.760 1980 1.930 2210 1.740 1.870
1987 1.920 1.790 1.830 1.720 [.860 1.890 2310 L.710 1850
1988 1.860 1.790 1.840 1.700 1.970 1.890 2250 1.77¢ 1.840
1989 1.860 1.81¢ 1.850 1730 1.910 1.500 2,190 1.680 1.840
1990 1.960 1.870 1.940 1.750 1910 1.950 2.280 1.780 1910
1991 1.870 1.810 1.880 1.730 1.9i0 1910 2270 1.860 1.860
1992 1.980 1.820 1.930 1.700 1.880 1,950 2.390 1.720 1.890
1963 1.910 1.780 1.910 1.780 1.880 1.630 2.31¢ 1.690 1.870
1994 1.880 1.790 1.860 1.740 1.880 1.960 2340 1.720 1.850
1995 1.870 1.760 1.820 1.750 1.860 1.910 2.430 1.6%0 1.820
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INTRODUCTION

STATES AND TERRITORIES

EXPLANATORY NOTES .........ccciivviiiinnnn...

1 Registration of births is the responsibility of individual State and Territory
Registrars and is based on the data provided on an information form completed
by one of the parents. This information form is the basis of the data provided to
the ABS, by individual Registrars, for compilation into the aggregate statistics in
this publication. There is a high commonality of data items collected across
States and Territories and thus statistics at the national level are available for
most characteristics. Some States, however collect additional information and
this is available on request from that State or States,

2 In the main, statistics in this publication refer to births registered by the State
and Territory Registrars during the calendar year shown. There is usually an
interval between the occurrence and registration of a birth and, as a result of
delay in registration, some births occurring in one year are not registered until
the following year or even later.

BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE SAME YEAR AS THEY GCCURRED

VR A Y I AN VRN AAP T ALY AT TR AR S AT LAY L AT AP YN R A oA

Year % Year %
1984 92.4 1690 80.7
1085 8a.7 1891 88.7
1985 011 1992 90.0
1987 o1.2 1993 90.2
1588 81.5 1084 90.1
1989 80,1 1985 a8s.4

FE AT FC A AF TR ST R P A FTCLAPTOIE APV L IO LN PO L AT OL SR

3 To aid comparison of the number of births registered and the number
occurring in a particular year, summary statistics on the basis of year of
occurrence are presented in table 28.

4 In the main, statistics for States and Territories have been compiled and
presented in respect of the State or Territory of usual residence of the mother.
However, in table 27 data have been presented on a State or Territory of
registration basis. Births which took place outside Australia are excluded from
the statistics.

8 As a result of an amendment made in 1992 to section 17 (a) of the Acts
Interpretation Act 1901-1973 (Cwith) the Indian Ocean Territories of Christmas
Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands have been included as part of geographic
Australia, hence another category of the State and Territory classification has
been created. This category is known as 'Other Territories' and includes
Christmas Island, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Jervis Bay Territory.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
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Prior to 1993 usual ' residence data for Christmas sland and Cocos (Keeling)
Islands were included with offshore areas and migratory in Western Australia
while usual residence data for Jervis Bay Territory were included with the
Australian Capital Territory. In 1994 there were 18 births to mothers usually
resident in Jecvis Bay Territory, 18 1o mothers usually resident in Christmas
Island and four to mothers usually resident in the Cocos (Keeling) 1slands.

6 Births registered in Victoria in 1994 which cccurred prior to 1993 are not
included in this publication. This reflects recent change to the Victorian birth
registration system with regard to the processing of births occurring more than
one year before the reference pericd. Although this change affects the
comparability of 1994 registration data in relation to previous registration data,
the effect on data guality is expected to be minimal.

INDIGENOUS BIRTHS

7 This publication includes a section on Indigenous births for New South
Wales, South Australia, Western Australia, the Northern Territory and the
Australian Capital Territory.

8 The population used to calculate Indigenous birth and fertility rates is based
on projections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait. Islander populations at 30 June,
1994 {(see Appendix C). These projections are in turn based on the 1991
experimental estimates of the Aboriginal and Tores Strait [slander population.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

8 Other ABS publications which may be of interest to users include:
Australian Demograpbic Statistics (3101.0) — issued quarterly

Causes of Death, Australia (3303.0) — issued annually

Deaths, Australia (3302.0) — issued annually

Demograpby, No.87, 1971 (Ref. No. 4.9) which includes the number of live
births registered and crude birth rates for each year in the period 1901-71
Perinatal Deatbs, Australia (3304.0) — issued annually to 1993

10 A compendium of all demographic data for each State and the Australian
Capital Territory has been released in State or Territory specific publications,
Demograpby {3311.1-8). The firsi release contained 1990 data. These
publications are released each year for each State and the Australian Capital
Territory and contain a variety of demographic data. The first release for the
Northern Territory contained 1993 data.

11 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Calalogue of
Publications and Products, Australia (1101.0). The ABS alsa issues, on
Tuesdays and Fridays, a Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be
released in the next few days. Both are available from any ABS office.

ADDITIONAL STATISTICS AVAILABLE

12 [nsome céses, the ABS can also make available information which is not
published. Appendix D lists characteristics processed by the ABS for births
registered. This information may be made available in one or more of the
following forms: microfiche, photocopy, data tape, {floppy disk, computer
printout and/or clerically-extracted tabulation. Generally, a charge is made for
providing unpublished information. A list of tables produced annually is given in

Appendix F.
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APPENDIX A

ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION(a), STATES AND TERRITORIES, YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE

Selected years NSW Fic. Qld sS4 WA Tas. NT  AC T(d)  Australiafc)
1975 4,933,662 3,788,394 2,051,820 1,265,103 1,155,499 410,639 92,101 198,780 13,895,398
1980 5,171,766 31914,238 2,267615 1,307,962 1,269,270 423,605 118,828 224,431 14,697,715
1985 5,464,704 4,119,696 2,571,491 1,371,062 1,419,004 442,483 148,647 251,242 15,788,329
1990 5,833,697 4,377,421 2,898,510 1,432,384 1,612,495 461,788 163,526 282,164 17,061,985
1991 5,899,171 4,420,801 2,962,411 1,446,263 1,636,559 466,721 165,808 288,808 17,286,542
1992 5958510 4,450,294 3,034,702 1,457,177 1,657,900 469,641 167,459 294241 17,439.924
1993 6,001 486 4,465,040 3.117.246 1.463.286 1.677.058 471.522 169.617 298907 17.664.162
1994 6,049,238 4.475.465 3,196,134 1,469,371 1,701,064 472,464 171,672 300,867 17,838,401
1995 6,112,216 4,501,065 3277.053 1,473,627 1,731,160 472,998 174,065 304,064 18,049,016

{a} For years prior to 1994 details relate to estimated mean resident population for year ended 31 December. For 1994 and later years detaiis relate to ihe estimated resident
population at 30 June. (b) Excludes Jervis Bay Temitory from 1 July, 1993, (c) Includes Other Territories from 1 July, 1993. See paragraph 30 of the Explanatory Notes.
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APPENDIX B

ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, AGE GROUPS, SEX

Age group (vears) 1975 1980 1985 . 1990 1993 1994 1995
MALES
Under 1 120,678 114,488 123,187 131,758 131,605 131,108 131,349
1-4 533,878 465,408 490,986 513,473 528,168 530,356 530,211
59 639,744 667,240 602,564 647321 654,439 655,429 659,735
10-14 664,094 650,465 £91,162 633,992 648,963 654722 662,145
15-19 629,462 666,525 666,977 717,426 665.409 656284 651,620
20-24 588,423 644,044 686,549 688,523 736,291 740,128 736,147
25-19 591,783 610,553 667,059 715,83¢ 683,601 680,879 692,898
30-34 486,844 599,835 627,449 699,133 729,998 733,993 727,632
3539 424988 485.326 624,620 656,292 682,000 691,065 706,720
40-44 388,606 414,661 496,034 640,461 654,391 656,094 661,653
45-49 415,784 380.108 420,166 503,478 595,889 619,079 637,487
50-54 387,405 396,506 375,601 420,262 456,380 474,887 796,818
55-59 309,767 365,862 3R5.087 366,929 383,862 395977 709,248
60-64 279,030 282288 344,68 367,815 356,357 352,123 345212
65-62 211,570 245,779 253,908 313,789 330,957 333955 336,897
70-74 145,386 170,110 205,141 217,888 250,169 262,919 269,421
75-79 83,760 102,370 126,330 154,537 164.013 164.977 170,910
80-84 44,053 49,205 63,415 80,776 92,644 97,651 102,23¢
85 and over 23,926 27,287 32,407 41,566 50,210 53.111 56,029
Total 6,969,181 7,318,060 7,882,728 8,581,269 8,795 846 8,884,737 8,988 670
FEMALES
Under 1 114,903 108,080 117,835 124,796 124,920 124.367 124,346
14 511,137 444.213 467,548 488125 501,354 503,316 503,562
59 608,428 639,345 572,567 614,981 622,687 623,797 626,500
10-14 626,762 621,755 659,692 600,548 613,688 619,375 628,572
15-19 604,248 641.032 637,729 684,977 631,565 622,558 617.045
20-24 576,429 625,104 662,902 669,837 713,510 713,739 TOR, 717
25-29 367,739 599,356 652,448 706,777 679,403 677,648 687,387
30-34 457,097 580,650 625,206 694,449 - 730,189 733,853 730377
35-39 402,490 465,205 603,016 656,478 685,300 695,109 709,221
40-44 ’ 364,748 395,175 472,483 618,755 647,937 654,395 663,996
45-4% 388,297 361,420 398,452 478,641 573,621 599,084 619.246
50-54 378,818 378,030 358,042 404,880 433,827 451,745 475,734
55-59 319957 370982 373,937 359,137 375,251 386,324 396,135
60-64 299.888 308,423 363,859 370,653 357,954 353,294 352.071
65-69 239,784 282,834 292,431 348,562 356,272 356,636 355,525
70-74 184,724 214,965 259,198 270,633 303,430 315,508 322206
75-79 135950 151,667 183,980 220,691 231352 231,270 235,904
R0-84 85,475 97.656 115,408 139,325 157.096 164,858 171,269
85 and over 53,940 71,404 88,811 105,609 121,225 126,788 131,574
Toral 6,923,814 7,357,296 7,905,584 8,333,858 8,860,381 8,933,664 9,060,346
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AFPENDIX B

owyaau-\.a.ausaav\.aeesaav~ocr-a+wbao-~a¢\tss¢v\o.\eﬁaewygaesamesbae'-b.o»sbd--vn.ovsoavtc.awynnesnavs

ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPUI.ATION, AGE GROUPS, SEX—continued

i

Age group ryears) 1975 1980 1985 1990 1993 1994 1995
PERSONS
Under 1 235,581 222,568 241,022 256,554 256,525 255,475 255695
1-4 1.045,015 909,621 958,534 1,001,598 1,029.522 1,033,672 1,033,773
59 1,248,172 1,306,585 L175,131 1,262,302 1,277,126 1,275,226 1,286,235
10-14 1,200,856 1,272,220 1,350,854 1,234,540 1,262,651 1,274,097 1,290,717
15-19 1,233,716 1,307,557 1,304,706 1,402,403 1,296,974 1,278,842 1,268,665
20-24 1,164,852 1,269,148 1,349,451 1,358,360 1,449,801 1,453,867 1,444,864
25-29 1,159,522 1,209.909 1,319,507 1,422 607 1.363,004 1,358,527 1,380,285
3)-34 943,941 1,180,485 1,252,655 1,393,602 1,460,187 1,467 846 1,458,009
3539 827478 950,531 1,227,636 1,312,770 1.367.300 1,386,174 1,415,941
40-44 753.354 809,836 968,517 1,259,216 1,302,328 1,310,489 1,325,649
45-49 804,081 741,528 R18,658 082.119 1,169,510 1,218,163 1,256,733
50-54 766.223 774,536 733,043 821,142 890,707 926,632 972,552
55-59 629,724 736,844 759.024 726,066 759,113 782,301 805,383
60-64 578918 590,711 708,545 738,468 714,311 705,417 701,283
65-69 451,354 528,613 546,339 662,351 687,229 690,591 692,422
H0-74 330,110 385,075 464,339 488,526 553,599 578,427 591,697
75-79 219.719 254,037 310310 375,228 395,365 396,247 406,814
80-84 130528 146,861 178,823 220,101 249740 262,509 273,499
85 and over 70 866 08,691 121,218 147,175 171,435 179,899 187,603
Total 13,892,995 14,695,356 15,788,312 17,065,128 17,656,427 17,838,401 18,049,016
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PROJECTIONS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION, SEX, AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES,
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1995 (PRELIMINARY)

Age group (vears) NSW Vic. Oid 54 WA Tas. NT ACT fa) Australia
MALES
0-4 6,014 1,487 6,039 1,315 3,902 732 3,398 137 23,046
59 5,469 1,314 5,336 1,262 3,420 698 3271 133 20,911
10-14 4,741 1,050 4,850 1,137 2,881 653 2,841 117 18,278
15-19 4,115 950 4423 953 2,502 612 2,407 89 16,064
20-24 4,201 1,021 4,310 958 2,427 554 2,482 i12 16,082
25-29 3,785 939 3824 916 2,331 438 2,346 87 14,674
30-34 3,261 804 3,110 786 1,890 379 1,912 78 12,230
35-39 2,621 6838 2,477 636 1,423 345 1,493 65 9,756
40-44 2,037 531 2,022 449 1,144 263 Lils 61 1,629
45-49 1,598 413 1,477 319 177 216 768 45 5,617
50-54 1,38 269 1,007 274 593 141 638 22 4,085
55-59 842 158 732 184 449 93 461 g 2639
60-64 396 L1os 602 137 372 75 351 5 2245
63-69 375 106 407 84 27 46 221 3 1514
70-74 233 &7 253 69 181 37 140 5 965
75 and over 231 73 265 64 217 26 135 1 1,014
Toral 41,257 9,976 41,134 02,543 24,762 5,313 23,979 949 157,049
FEMALES
0-4 5,669 1,441 5,764 1,264 3,659 682 3,263 136 21,891
59 5,261 1,252 5,164 1,220 3,200 634 3,045 127 19,9G9
10-14 4,432 1,012 4,563 1,091 2,741 628 2,788 119 17,415
15-19 3,958 914 4,163 213 2,471 598 2,241 98 15,359
20-24 4,045 993 4,160 230 2,249 531 2,367 94 15,378
25-29 3,680 911 3,719 214 2,291 427 2,310 94 14,348
30-34 3,240 749 3,101 792 1,904 374 1941 |8 12,246
35-39 2,655 686 2,537 653 1,504 353 1,537 74 10,610
40-44 2,122 544 2,151 476 1,230 260 1,230 60 8,078
45-49 1,697 432 1,551 374 862 19t 877 58 6,048
50-54 1,176 278 1,147 283 605 129 663 25 4,3E2
55-59 S10 18] 897 215 474 93 491 3 3,278
60-64 660 162 694 145 406 68 430 § 2,572
65-69 456 124 540 99 293 51 280 2 1,886
70-74 287 77 341 70 194 48 173 2 1,193
75 and over 368 139 372 114 276 41 172 5 1,488
Toral 40.649 9955 40,894 9,553 24,339 5. 108 23.808 9463 155,411
PERSONS
-4 11,683 2,928 11,803 2,579 7,561 1,414 6,661 273 44,937
5-9 10,730 2,566 10,500 2,482 6,620 1,332 6,316 260 40,820
10-14 9,173 2,062 9,443 2,228 5,622 1,281 5,629 236 35,693
15-19 8,066 1,864 8,586 1,866 4,973 1,210 4,648 187 31,423
20-24 8,246 2,014 8,470 1,888 4,676 1,085 4,849 206 31,460
25-29 7,465 1,850 7.543 1,830 4,622 865 4,656 181 29,022
30-34 6,501 1,603 6,211 1,578 3,794 753 3,853 166 24,476
35-39 5,276 [.374 5,014 1,289 2,929 698 3,030 139 19,766
40-44 4,159 1,075 4,173 925 3,374 523 2,345 121 15,707
45-49 3,295 845 3,028 693 1,639 407 1,645 103 11,665
50-54 2314 547 2,154 557 1,198 270 1,301 47 8,397
55-59 1,752 349 1,629 399 923 191 952 15 6,217
60-64 1,256 268 1,296 282 778 143 781 10 4,817
65-69 871 230 947 183 564 97 501 5 3,400
70-74 520 144 594 139 355 85 313 7 2,158
75 and over 599 212 637 L78 493 67 307 6 2,502
Total 81,906 19,931 8,028 19,006 49,121 10,421 47,787 1,962 312,460

(a) Includes Jervis Bay Yemitory. For further information please refer to Experimenial Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander Population, June 1991~ fune 2001

(3231.0)
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APPENDIX D SPECIAL ARTICLE

The following article has be printed from Australian Social Trends, 1996 (4102,0).
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SPECIAL ARTICLE
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FAMILY FORMATION

Australian woman
are having fower
chiidron than ever
before. In 1994,
41% of births within
marriage were the
first chiid of that

marriage.

Trends in fertility

Fertility is one of the components of
population growth and changes in fertility

impact on both the size of the poprlation and

is structure. Declining fertility lcads
ultimately 10 an ageing population which has
policy implications for income support and
the provision of hcalth and community

support services {sec Australian Social Trends

1994 pp. 27-29 Projections of the aged
Popuiarion).

Throughout this century, the crade birth rate
has been declining although there have been
fluctuations, most notably the recovery after
the low of the geeat depression through the
war years and the ‘haby boom’. However,
changes in fertility cannot be considered in
isolation from changes in infant and child
maortality eor from changes in society which
have increasingly seen children as an
economic liability rather than the economic
advantage they were in pre-industrialised
Limes.

In the hundred years 1894-1994, the crude
hirth rate halved, froun 31 hirths per 1,060
mean population w0 14. During the same
perind the infant mortality rate declined
significantly. EIn 1894, for every (KN babies

Crude birth rates and Infant
mortality rates

Crude birth Infant mortality

Family size and fertility

Rirths oxiurming in Ausicalia mnst be regisiered
with the steiemitony Regisirars of Ritihs,
Deaths and Marriages. For hinhs, infanmanion is
roltecietl abonn the mother, faiher (when
paremity is acknowledged), 1he baby, and any
previons bisths 160 the anher feom her corrent
nuaedage. 1M the mothec is aod martied or has
heen marmied mace than onee, infosmaion aboual
any chiklren from previous reladoaships is only
collecied by the WA and ACT reglseres.

Curvens family size is calonlued from she
information supplied on previons binks. & does
not ke acrount of childhood deahs, adoptions
or children now biving with the family. ‘therefore,
while it reflecis the acwal number of chikdren a
moiher may have care of, it is nol a complets
measure of family size. This is particulacdy
releviant 1o the inlerpretation of dat from the
eary pan of the century wien child moralily was
high and mothe s bore children over a long
perind ol ime su thai the older ones may have
leit home before the younger ones were hom.

‘The foted fertsifity rege is the number of balvies 2
woman amikd expect 10 have in he lifetime given
the fenility panierns prevaiting al the lime_ The
Jervility reste lor a particulac age growp is the
numnber of babies tha group of women could
exped 1o huve given the fenility panems
prevailing in ihe gronp ai the time.

Replacement lered lenility is 1he value of 1he 10l
feelity cate which, when deaths of women of
child bearing age are zken ino account, allows
replacemend of the 1oial populadon. A1 cnerem
levels of monality i is a (ol fecility cue of 2.1,

Yaar rateda) ratec)
rate raie
1894 30,83 103.90
born, 104 died hefore their first hirthday. In
1904 2641 8177 1994 the number was 6.
1614 2780 71.47
1924 2.2 57.08 Changes in total fertility
1634 16.39 43.59 G b a
IOVECAMEnNt concern ut population
1944 20.98 e growth is not new in Australia. However,
1954 22,50 2248 recent policy has focused on migration while
1964 20.58 19.06 in the first half of the century, the concern
was declining fertility. [n 1903, when the
1974 17.87 1614 crude birth rate was lower than it had ever
1984 15.02 . 9.24 been hefore (sce Australia's popuiation
1904 §4.47 5.88 growth pp. 17-22), The Royal Commission

(a) Birthe per 1,000 mean population.
(o) Deaths under 1 year per 1,000 live births,

Source: Australan Demography; Births, Austraka
{3301.04; Daaths, Austraka (3302.0)
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On the Decline in the Birth-rate and On the
Mortality of Infants in New South Wales was
appainted, the firse such Royat Commission in
the Enplish-speaking worid. It reported in
1904 and concluded that *...the cause or
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[Total tertility rate ]
Births Births
4n -4

Baby boom Increasing access to
oral contraceptives
54 -3

Great
Depression

Increasing labour force
participation among woman
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Source: Austratian Damography; Births, Austrafa {3301.0)

causes of the Decline of the Birth rate must be
z foree or forces over which the people
themselves have control._."". In other words,
eouples were limiting the size of their
familics.

At the wurn of the centitry, there were 117
hirths per 1,000 women of child bearing age
(1544 years). This approximates a totat
fenility rate nf 3.5, In 1924, the ol fertitity
ratc was 3.{) and falling. in 1925, a Federal
Royal Commissicn on Health was appointed
Lo examine the failing birth rate, the high
maternal and infant death rate and vencreat
dizcasc. :

In 1934, in the middle of the geeat
depression, the total fertility rate feli to an
ali-time low nf 2.1 babies per woman. It then
increased during the sccond half of the grear
depression, through World War )1, and
continued (o increase until 1961 when it
reached 3.6 babies per woman. in 1944,
ironicaliy when the hirth rate was increasing
towards the ‘baby boom”, the National Health
and Medical Rescarch Council published an
Interien Report on the Decline of the
Birth-rate.

After the 1961 peak, the (otal fertility rate fell
rapidty, to 2.9 babies per woman in the years
1966-71. This fall has generally been
attributed o the contraceptive pill becoming
availahle but it also reflects changing social
attitudes, in particular a change in people's
perception of desired family size and how
children should be spaced. The pill merely
made *...desired family size a practical and
assured reality*?,

AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL TRENDS 1996

During the 197(s the wotal fertility rate
dropped again, from 2.9 in 1971, falling 1o
helow replacement level in 1976 where it has
since remained. This fall was just as marked as
the fall in the early 1960x, but has not been
attribited to further improvements in
tontraceptive methods. Rather it has been
linked to the inereasing participation of
women in the labnur force coupled with
changing attitudes to family size, standard of
living and Life-style choices®,

Current family size

Currcnt family size is an indicator of the
average number of children in a family. It
depends on the propartion of women whn, in
a given year, give hirth to their first, second,

IICI.IH'EM tamily sizew)

Firat Sbeth or higher Current
Yeoar births order birtha family size
% % number
1024 89 139 3.1
1934 335 11.4 2.8
1944 388 60 24
1954 323 5.0 25
1964 323 6.1 26
1974 39.3 20 21
1984 40.2 09 20
1994 408 0.9 20
(a) Births in tha cutrent marriage only. Excludes births
where birth order was nat staied,

Source: Australian Demography; Biths, Australia
(3301.0)
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FAMILY FORMATION

Median duration from marriage to first birth

months manths
3z - - 32
24 4 L 24
16 4 - 16
a 8
0 +——r——r—r—r—r—r—-r—-r—-rrrrr-rrrrrrrrrrrrr-rrr-r-r—r—r—r—+ 0
1924 1834 1944 1954 1964 1974 1984 16994

Source: Austraian Demography; Biths, Ausiralia (3301.0)

third etc habies. Of married women whe gave
hirth in 1924, 29% had their Grst baby and
23% had their serond. 14% had a sissh ar
higher order birth. Current famity size was 3.1
for all married women who gave birth. For
martied women aged 45 or over whao gave
birth, current family size was 7.7. This figure
appraximates completed family size since
women aged 45 or over may be considered to
have completed their child bearing. In 1934,
when the total fertility rate was at its lowest,
33% of married women who gave birth had a
first hirth, 24% a second and 11% a sixth or
higher order birth. Current family size had
declined 1 2.8.

The fall in the tntal fertility rate between 1924
and 1934 can he largely attributed to couples
limiting their curcent family size rather than o
deferring marriage or the start of their child
bearing. In both the 1921 and 1933 Censuses

52% of women aged 15—44 were recorded as
married. Between 1924 and 1934 there was
no change in the median duration of marriage
an first bieth (11.6 months). Ia 1934 current
family size for women under 25 and over 44
whao gave birth was the same as it had been in
1924. However, current family size for those
aged 25—44 had declined since 1924

After 1934, the propertion of mothers who
bore six or more habies continued o decline
until 1952, then increased until 1963, and
then declined again_In 1981 the propartion
fell below 1% for the ficst time and it has
remained at that level ever since. Current
family size showed a similar pattern. In 1994
current family size was 2.0 and for women
aged 45 or over it was 3.2,

Apart from a peak during the latter years of
World War II, the median duration of

Births outside marrlage
0& g&
30 - - 30
25 - - 25
20 4 - 20
15 4 15
10 4 - 10
5 1 - 5
0 LI T 7 v T L) L L Yy Tyt vty oy v r T T v T vy L] LI L] L] v L] ¥ 0
1924 1834 1944 1954 1964 1974 1984 1994

Source: Austrakan Demography. Births, Austratia (3301.0)
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Indexes of nuptial and ex-nuptial births

index index
1200 - r 1200
Ex-nuptial index
1000 = 1000
800 4 - 800
600 - 600
400 + L 400
200 - Nuptial index - 200
0 +—rrr—Trrrrrr—r—+r-r—r—rrrrr-rrr-r-r—rrr-rer—rvrv—r=+0
1924 1634 1944 1954 1964 1974 1984 1994

{a} Base year 1924=100.

Source: Austrafian Demography, Biths, Austratiz (3301.0

marriage at first birth did not change much
unil the carly 1960s. However, foliowing the
introduction of the contraceptive pill in 1961,
a sharp increase occurred lasting throughout
the 19705 hefnre stabilising at about two and
a half years.

Births outside marriage

The first part of this review has focused on
hirths within marriage. !neil 19641 such hirths
represented more than 95% of all births.
However, the link berween marriage and child
hearing is weakening as de facto relationships
become more commaon (see Australian Social
Trends 1995 pp. 3840 Frends in de facto
DPartnering). Since 1960 the proportion of
hirths which occurred outside marriage
(ex-nuptial hisths) has increased steadily,
reaching 26% in 1994,

The indexes of nuptial and ex-nuptial hirths
show the relative patterns af change in the
numbers of neptial 2nd ex-nuptizl births.
Vatit 1960 the patterns had been similar, both
increasing by ahout 70% overall since 1924,
However. in 1961, when the contraceptive pill
was first made available in Anstralia, the
patterns began to diverge. Initiaily, use of the
pili was largely restricted to married women.
‘Some doctors were reluctant to prescribe for
unmactied women unless they could justify a
medical indication...advice to prevent
pregnancy was considered immoral™. Even in
the Family Planning Assoclations the debate
on whether to extend services © unmarried
women and minors (people under the age of
21} continued until the 1970s. Between 1961
aad 1971 the number of ex-nuptial births
doubled while the number of nuptial births

increased by 15%. For the next few years the
number of ex-nuptial births declined slightty
bhut started to incrcase again in 1978 along
with the increasing number of de facta
relatinnships.

Becanse of the increasing number of hirths
outside marriage and of hirths in second or
subsequent marriages, analysis of fertility
patterns based on births in the current
narriage only no longer gives the full picture.
Birth information collected by the Western
Australian and Australian Capital Territory
registrics includes information on all previous
births. In 1994, 42% of all women who gave
birth in Western Australia and 43% of those in
the Australian Capitai Territory had their first
bahy. This is slightly higher than the 29% and
40% respectively of married mothers who had
their first haby.

iCurrent family sizew), 1994

Sixth and Current
Firat  higher order family
Age birtha birtha size
% % number
WA
Nuptial births 384 0.8 20
All births 415 1.4 2.0
ACT
Nuptial births 401 0.7 19
All births 425 07 1.9

{a) Excludes birtha where birth order was not stated.

Source: Biths, Austrafia (3301.0)
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Age of mothers

The last thirty years have seen major changes

in fertiiity paneras. Women are not only
delaying child bearing until much later in

their kives, they are also having fewer children

anit there is some evidence to suggest that
they are concentrating their child bearing
over a shorter span of years.

Between 1964 and 1994, the fertility rate for
teenage women fell from 10,24 1o .10, These
hirths represented 10% of all births in 1964
and 5% in 1994. Similarly, the fertility rate for

women aged 35 and over fell from (.38 in
1964 0 0.24 in 1994, Thesc births

represented 12% and 13% respectively of all
hirths. These changes reflect women's greater
controt over their fertility, regardless of age or
marital status, as well as a tendency to defer

childbearing associated with increased
education and emplaoyment opportunitics.

In 1964, peak fertility was amang 24 year aid

women, with 23% having bahies. By 1994,

peak fertility was among 29 year old women,

but only 13% had ahies. While the

praporiions of women of each age who hada
habw in the year were consistently less in 1994
than in 1964, the age concentration of hirths

increased slightly. In 1964, 61% of births were

te women in the ten year peak fertlity age
grvup (20-29) and 77% were in the fifteen

year group (17-31). In 1994 the ten year peak
fertility group (25-34) accounted for 63% of

births and the fifteen year group (22-36)
accounted for RB3%.

© AUSIRALIAN BUREAV OF STATISTICS 1996

Proportion of women glving birth

%
25
i
20 1 ; \1984
15 4
10 4
5 4
0
10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 S50
Age
Source : Austraian Demegraphy. Births, Australia
{3301 0 Esd Resider P, by Sex and Ags,

States and Temicries of Austrafia {3201.0)
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APPENDIX E CHARACTERISTICS AVAILABLE FOR REGISTERED BIRTHS ... .......

Date of registration

State of regi'stration

Date of birth

Sex of child

Nuptiality

Plurality

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin (only availabie for some States)
Mother's age

Usual residence of mother

Birthplace ol mother

Farher's age

Birthplace of father

Previous children (only available for some States)
Previous children of the current marriage
Duration of marriage
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APPENDIX F STANDARD PRODUCTS ......... e e e

REGISTERED BIRTHS

Table number Description *
Births

BTHR0O001 Sex by year and month of accurrence by month of registration

BTHROO03 Nuptiality and sex by age of mother and Staie or Territory of usuat
residence of mother

BTHROG0S Nuptiality and sex by plurality and State or Territory of usual
residence of mother

BTHROOO7 Nuptiality by relative ages of mother and father

BTHROO® Nuptiality by country of birth of mother and father

BTHR0012 Nuptial: age of mother by previous issue of mother from
current marriage

BTHROG14 Nuptiality and sex by State or Territory of usual residence
and State or Territory of registration

BTHRQO16 Sex and nuptiality by age of mother and quarter of registration

BTHROO17 Sex and quarter of registration by age of mother and State or
Territory of usual residence

BTHRUO19 Sex and nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory
of registration

BTHRO002] Nuptfiality and sex by plurality and State or Territory of registration

Confinemeants
BTHR0O002 Nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory of usual
residence of mother

BTHRO004 Nupitiality by plurality and State or Territory of usual residence
of mother

BTHRO0O06 Nuptiality by relative ages of mother and father

BTHR0008 Nuptiality by country of birth of mother and father

BTHR0O010 Nuptiality by age and birthplace of mather

BTHROO11 Nuptial: age of mother by previous issue of mother from
current marriage

BTHR0O13 Nuptial: duration of current marriage by previous issue of
the marriage

BTHROO1S Nuptiality and sex by plurality and age of mother

BTHR0O18 Nuptiality by age of mother and State or Territory of registration

BTHR0020 Nuptiality by plurality and State or Territory of registration

BTHR0022 Nuptial: previous issue of mother from current marriage by

duration of current marriage and age of mother

AEFBATY SR UYL D TR EA Y BRI D VL BN TERNY I P AN BETAE AN DD AN R BENY BN YB IV YO R Y WGP Y Y RETYBIYYB DY B Arsadwr

88 ABS * BIRTHS + 3301.0 » 1885



Age-specific birth rate

Births

Birth interval

Birth order

Birth order-specific birth rates

Confinements

Country of birth

Crude birth rates

GLOSSARY ............ovviinnnn. .. e

Age-specific birth rates are the live births registered durin g the calendar year,
according to age of mother, per 1,000 of the female resident population of the
same age as estimated for 30 June. For calculating these rates, births to mothers
under 15 are included in the 15-19 female age group, and births to mothers
aged 50 and over are included in the 45-49 female age group. Pro rata
adjustment is made in respect of births for which age of mother is not given,

The term births relates 1o live births i.e. the delivery of a child, irrespective of
the duration of pregnancy, who after being born, breathes or shows any other
evidence of life such as heartbeat.

Birth interval refers to the interval between two live births. It is usually
estimated by subtracting a later birth date from the immediately preceding birth
date. The interval between marriage and the first birth is known as the first birth
interval, that between the first birth and the second as the second birth interval,
that between the second and third births as the third birth interval and so on. A
birth interval can be open or closed. An open birth interval is that period
following the birth of the last child before the interval is closed by the birth of
another child.

Birth order refers to the numerical ordering of the total number of children
borm alive to a woman, including the present child. The first birth order refers to
the first birth. the second birth arder to the second birth, the third birth order
to the third birth and so on.

This refers to birth rates calculated for each order of birth rather than for all
births or for the current birth only. These rates make it possible to examine the
level of fertility at each birth order and 1he relative contribution of fertility at
each birth order to the total fertility rate.

Confinements are the number of pregnancies resulting in at [east one live birth.

The classification of countries in this publication is the Australian Standard
Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS). For more detailed
information refer o the ABS publication Australian Standard Classification of
Countries for Social Statistics (1269.0),

Recent political developments in Europe and the former USSR have resulted in a
number of changes to the ASCCSS. These changes have affected some of the
categories in this publication and are detailed in Revision 1.03 of the ASCCSS.

The crude birth rate is the number of live births registered during the calendar
year, per 1,000 estimated resident population at 30 June of that year. For years
prior to 1994, the crude birth rate is based on the mean estimated resident
population for the calendar year.
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Estimarted resident population  The estimated resident population (ERP) is the official ABS estimate of the
) Australian population. The ERP is based cn the results of the latest population
census an¢d updated for subsequent births, deaths and overseas and interstate
rmigration.

Birth rates shown in this publication for the years since 1975 are calculated
using estimates of resident population. A description of the conceptual basis of
the estimated resident population is contained in Popudation Estimates:
Concepts, Sources and Metbods (3228.0). Revised population estirmates are
shown in Australian Demographic Staristics (3101.0) (issued quarterly).

Indigenous  Perscns who identify as either Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Indigenous birth A live birth where either the mother or father has identified as being of
Aboriginal or Torres Strait [slander arigin.

Marital status Two separate concepts are measured by the ABS. These are registered marital
status and social marital status. They are dilferent personal characteristcs and
are independent variables with separate classifications. Marital status used in this
publication is registered marital status which refers to formaily registered

marriages for which the partners hold a marriage certificate.

Median values  The median values (age, duration) is that value which divides the relevant
population into two equal parts, half falling below the value, and half exceeding
it. Where the value for a particular record has not been stated, that record is
excluded from the calculations.

Median age at childbearing  The term refers to the age when approximately one half of the women in a
population have their children. either for a particular birth order or for all birth
orders. [t measures the age at childbearing within the broad female population,
as distinct from the median age of mother at confinement which measures the
median age of the women who gave birth in a particular year.

Multiple birth A muitiple birth is a confinement which results in two or more births, at least
one of which is liveborn.

Never married  Never married refers to those persons who have never been in a registered
marriage.

Nuptial first confinement  Nuptial first confinements are the first confinements in the current marriage and
therefore do not necessarily represent the woman's first ever confinement
resulting in a live birth.

Nuptiality  Nuptiality relates to the relative marital status of parents. Confinements and
births are identified as being nuptial where the father registered was married to
the mother at the time of birth, or where the husband died during pregnancy.
Confinements and children of Indigencus mothers considered to be tribally
married are classified as nuptial. Other confinements, and the children resulting
from them, are classified as ex-nuptial whether or not both parents were living
together at the time of birth, and whether or not the child may subsequently
have been legitimised or adopted.

Paternity-acknowledged births  Patemity-acknowledged births refer to ex-nuptial births where paternity was
acknowiedged by the child's father.
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Previous births  Previous births refer to children.born alive (who may be still living or now dead)
to a mother prior o the registration of the current birth in the processing
period. In some States, legitimised and legally adopted children may aiso be
inciuded. A

Due to variation in data collection and processing methods across States and
Territories, different definitions of the cancept of previous births have been
applied throughout this publication.

Previous births of the current marriage refates to nuptal births to the same
parents prior to the current nuptial confinement.

All previous births of the mother includes all births prior to the current
confinement, regardless of nuptialty and paterity.

Previcus births of the current relationship where paternity was acknowledged
includes all births prior to the current confinement where the current
confinement refates to a nuptial birth, or an ex-nuptal birth where patemity was
acknowledged. In regard o indigenous births, this information provides a more
meaningful indication of previous issue than previous births of the current
marriage.

Previous issue  See previous births.
Reproduction rate —

Gross  The gross reproduction rate is the sum of the age-specific fertility rates for
female births (i.e. the number of female live births accordin g to age of mother
per 1,000 females of that age) multiplied by five and divided by 1,000. It
represents the average number of daughters that would be born per woman in a
group of women all of whom survive to the end of the reproductive period and
who had borne daughters at each age in accordance with the rates prevailing
during that year. It is an indication of the extent to which the population would
replace itseif under these conditions, except that it does not allow for females
whe fail to survive 1o the end of the childbearing period.

Net  The net reproduction rate makes aflowance for all women not surviving unti the
end of the reproductive period, It is obtained by multiplying the age-specific
birth rates for female births by the proportion of survivars at corresponding
ages in a life table, adding the products and dividing by 1,000. The net
reproduction rate represents the average number of daughters born to a group
of women who are subject to the fertility rates of that year and to the mortality
rates of the life table.

Sexratio  The sex ratio of births is the number of male live births per 100 femaie live
births,

Suate or Territory of usual State or Territory of usual residence refers to the State or Territory of usual
residence  residence of the popuiation in estimated resident population and the State or
Territory of usual residence of the mother at confinement,

Total fertility rate  The total fertility rate represents the number of children one woman would bear
if the age-spexific rates of the year shown continued during her childbearing
lifetime. It is obtained by summing the five-vear age specific birth rates,
multiplying by five and dividing by 1.000.
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and otter information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices,

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and
Termitory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information
Senices.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
00B5 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premiumn rate 25¢/20 secs,
This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic
statistics including the CPL.

Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Intemet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key Naticnal Indicators,
ABS product retease details and cther information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

Keylink STAT.INFC/ABS

X.400 {C:Australia,PUB:Telememe,0:ABS,FN: STAT, SN:INFO)
Intermet stat.info@abs.telememo.au
National Mail Order Senice (0B8) 252 5249
Subscription Sernvice 1800 02 0808
tinformation Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY {02) 9268 4611 (02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 98615 7755 {(03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE {07y 3222 6351 (07) 3222 6350
PERTH {09y 360 5140 (09) 360 5307
ADELAIDE 08y 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582
CANBERRA (08) 252 6627 {06) 2Q7 0326
HOBART (03) 6220 5800 {03) 6220 5800
DARWIN (08 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111
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