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PREFACE 

The South Australian Year Book is the major reference work produced by the South Australian 
Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics. It provides the historical and geographical background 
and a comprehensive statistical profile of the social, demographic and economic development of 
this State and presents a picture of South Australia today. The South Australian Year Book is also 
illustrative of the wide range of social and economic data which is available from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. 

Most of the statistics contained in this volume relate to the years ended December 1991 or June 
1992. More detailed, and in most cases more recent, statistics are available in other ABS publica­
tions. The more significant of these publications are listed at the end of the relevant chapters of the 
Year Book, while the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products (1101.0) lists all current 
publications of the ABS. 

This, the twenty-seventh issue contains an article on Y orke Peninusla, the third in a series of 
articles presenting a detailed study of the various regions of the State. The three pictorial sections 
show various facets of South Australia. The first section shows a small sample of community 
services provided by South Australian volunteer organisations. Cameos of the South Australian 
outback and the Flinders Ranges region are presented in the second section. The third section 
complements the article on Y orke Peninsula. 

I extend my thanks and appreciation to all those staff involved in the preparation of the 
South Australian Year Book and the organisations who have kindly supplied material for 
inclusion in this edition. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Adelaide 
December 1992 

P.M. GARDNER 
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 

alld Government Statist 
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GENERAL INFORMA TION 

Symbols used 

Other forms 
of usage 

Citation of 
Acts 

Services 
provided 
byABS 

n.a. 
n.e.c. 
n.e.i. 
n.e.s. 
n.p. 

n.y.a. 
p 

not collected 
not elsewhere classified 
not elsewhere included 
not elsewhere specified 
not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, 

unless otherwise indicated 
figures not yet available 
preliminary 
not applicable 
nil or less than half the final digit shown 
break in continuity of series (where drawn across a column between two 

consecutive figures) 

Yearly periods shown as 1990 refer to the year ended 31 December 1990; those shown 
as 1989-90 refer to the year ended 30 June 1990. Other periods are specifically indicated. 

In general, statistics in this volume relate to South Australia. A few tables, which are 
appropriately footnoted, include details for the Northern Territory. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) and cents unless another currency 
is specified. 

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of com­
ponent items and totals. 

Adjustments are randomly made to data from the Population Census to protect the 
confidentiality of individuals and may not add to totals. 

Acts of the South Australian Parliament are cited in italics e.g. Planning Act 1982. 

Acts of the Commonwealth Parliament are cited in italics immediately followed by 
jurisdiction (abbreviated) in roman type and in parentheses e.g. Census and Statistics Act 
1905 (Cwlth). 

A comprehensive range of statistics is made available to the clients in published form. 
Some statistics, including those which are not published, may also be available in the 
form of microfiche, photocopy, computer printout, clerically-extracted tabulation, 
floppy disk, magnetic tape and compact disk. A wide range of statistics can also be 
accessed electronically. 

The Catalogue of Publications and Products (1101.0) shows the range of ABS 
products. These products are available for sale from the ABS bookshop. The library holds 
copies of ABS publications and is available to the public. 

The ABS has a publication SUbscription service. Readers are encouraged to subscribe 
to ABS publications to ensure they receive them on a regular and timely basis. 

The Information Consultancy Service, which operates on a fee for service basis, has 
specialist staff to assist and advise clients with their statistical inquiries. 

For more information about these services telephone the Information Officer on 
Adelaide (08) 237 7100 or call at the ABS, 55 Currie Street or write to Information 
Services, ABS, GPO Box 2272, Adelaide 500 I. 



Chapter 1 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

1.1 DESCRIPTION 

Size and The State of South Australia has the Southern Ocean to the south and is flanked on 
location the other sides by land. It lies south of the 26th parallel of south latitude and has as a 

western boundary the 129th meridian of east longitUde. The eastern boundary, north of 
the River Murray, corresponds with the 141st meridian, while to the south, between the 
river and the sea, the boundary lies approximately three kilometres to the west of this 
meridian. 

The State is approximately 1,201 kilometres from east to west at the northern boundary 
and 1,139 kilometres at the head of the Great Australian Bight; from north to south it 
varies from 630 kilometres near the western extremity to approximately 1,336 kilometres 
near the eastern boundary; its coastline, excluding islands, measures approximately 3,700 
kilometres. South Australia covers a total area of 984,377 square kilometres (one-eighth 
of the area of the Australian continent); however, approximately one-third of this area 
has no significant economic use and over one-half is devoted to extensive pastoral 
pursuits. Approximately 99 per cent of the popUlation live south of the 32nd parallel. 

A comparison of the areas, length of coastline and standard time of the various States 
and Territories is shown in the following table. 

Area, Coastline and Standard Times, Australia 

Estimated area (a) Standard time 

Percentage LengthoJ 
oJtotal coastline Meridian AheadoJ 

State or Territory Total area (a) selected GMT 

'000 km 2 km hours 

New South Wales .......... 802 10.43 1,900 IS00E (b) 10.0 
Victoria .................. 228 2.96 1,800 IS00E (b) 10.0 
Queensland ............... 1,727 22.48 7,400 IS00E 10.0 
Western Australia .......... 2,S26 32.87 12,SOO 1200E 8.0 
South Australia •.•••••••.• 984 12.81 3,700 142°30'E (1))9.5 
Tasmania ................. 68 0.88 3,200 IS00E (b)1O.0 
Northern Territory ......... 1,346 17.S2 6,200 142°30'E 9.S 
Australian Capital Territory .. 2 0.03 35 lS00E (b) 10.0 

Australia ..... , ...... 7,682 100.00 36,735 

(a) As detennined by the Survey and Land Information Group. 
(b) Because of 'daylight saving' an hour should be added from late October to early March. 

The areas and length of coastline were determined by the Survey and Land Information 
Group by manually digitising these features from the 1 :250,000 map series of Australia. 
This means that only features of measurable size at this scale were considered. About 
60,000 points were digitised at an approximate spacing of 0.5 kilometres. These points 
were joined by chords as the basis for calculation of areas and coastline lengths by 
computer. 
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Standard time 

Physical 
features 

Distances Between Adelaide and Other Capital Cities 
(Kilometres) 

Method of 
travel Canberra Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Perth Hobart 

Road (a) ...... 1,202 1,424 730 2,056 2,716 
Rail .......... 2,007 1,691 774 2,678 2,661 
Sea ........... 1,833 949 2,761 (b)2,509 1,436 
Air ........... 988 1,196 660 1,967 2,216 1,283 

(a) RAA recommended routes. (b) To Fremantle. (c) l'ia Fremantle. 

DO/win 

3,042 

(c)5,799 
2,766 

In terms of the Standard Time Act 1898 South Australia has used 'the mean time of 
the meridian oflongitude 142.5 degrees east of Greenwich' as standard time since 1 May 
1899. This time, known in Australia as Central Standard Time, is nine hours thirty 
minutes ahead of Greenwich Mean Time, one hour thirty minutes ahead of Western 
Standard Time used in Western Australia and thirty minutes behind Eastern Standard' 
Time used by States on the east coast of Australia. 

The Daylight Saving Act Amendment Act 1972, provided for the observance of 
daylight saving in the summer of 1972-73, and in each summer since, from October to 
March. 

A special article on the basis of time keeping and the determination of time standards 
was included on pages 4-5 of the South Australian Year Book 1984. An article on the 
determination of the time of sunrise and sunset was included on pages 6-7 of the same 
issue. 

South Australia is a land of generally low relief, the inland area being largely covered 
by featureless plains, or sand and gibber deserts. Approximately 50 per cent of the State 
is less than 150 metres above sea level and over 80 per cent is less than 300 metres. Even 
the dominant mountains, the Mount Lofty-Flinders Ranges system, nowhere exceed 
1,200 metres and have at no point proved difficult barriers to communications. 

Kangaroo Island, approximately 480 kilometres in circumference and covering 4,350 
square kilometres, is the predominant island off the South Australian coastline. There 
are, however, approximately 100 islands in all, relatively few of which are utilised. 

The most important mountains are the Mount Lofty-Flinders Ranges system. Kan­
garoo Island structurally belongs to these ranges which, together with parallel subsidiary 
ranges, extend north from Cape Jervis some 800 kilometres to the northern end of Lake 
Torrens. In the south the rounded hills of the Mount Lofty Ranges are of comparatively 
low altitude with Mount Lofty, the highest peak, being 727 metres. The western side of 
these ranges presents steep scarps to the Adelaide Plains while on the eastern side more 
gentle slopes merge into the Murray Basin. 

To the north the Flinders Ranges are of greater height and sharper outline than their 
southern counterpart. St Mary Peak of 1,168 metres is the highest point. North of 
Peterborough there is a divergence from the main range which stretches via the Olary 
Ridges to the Barrier Range and Broken Hill. In the far north the ranges again diverge; 
one spur circling the northern end of Lake Torrens and the other ending north of Lake 
Frome. The Flinders Ranges contain some unusual basins of which Wilpena Pound is 
perhaps the best known. 

The western half of the State is largely occupied by a low plateau over which an 
intermittent series of low ranges, including the Warburton, Stuart, Denison, Peake, and 
Everard Ranges, stretch from the Flinders to the somewhat higher Musgrave Ranges in 
the far north-west. Mount Woodroffe (1,435 metres), the highest point in the State, is 
located in the Musgrave Ranges. 
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The comparatively low hills of the Gawler Ranges form the northern side of the Eyre 
Peninsula triangle, and to the west of Why alia lie the economically important Middleback 
Ranges. Isolated peaks of volcanic origin are found in the extreme south-east of the 
State. 

The River Murray, which drains approximately one-seventh of Australia, enters the 
sea in South Australia and is the State's only major river. The fall of the Murray is very 
slight, dropping less than twenty-two metres over the 642 kilometres between the border 
and the sea. For the 216 kilometres to Overland Corner the river occupies a wide valley 
and then passes through a narrower steeper-sided valley to Lakes Alexandrina and Albert 
at its heavily silted mouth. 

Surrounding the northern Flinders Ranges is a series of vast lakes which are in reality 
lakes only after particularly heavy rainfall, normally appearing as shallow depressions 
with a salt or clay encrusted surface. Lake Eyre, the largest of these, is sixteen metres 
below mean sea level and is fed by a series of intermittently flowing rivers, including the 
Finke, the Diamantina and Cooper Creek, which traverse the plains of the north-east, 
constituting one of the largest areas of internal drainage in the world. To the south of 
Lake Eyre are Lakes Gairdner, Frome and Torrens, the last named being 240 kilometres 
in length. 

1.2 CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGY 

Meteorological 
observations 

Rainfall 

A verage annual 
rainfall 

The weather at mid-latitudes in the southern hemisphere is generally not as extreme 
as that in the northern hemisphere. This is because the southern hemisphere has extensive 
ocean areas and no large land masses linking the polar regions to the mid-latitudes. This 
ameliorating effect of land-sea distribution is particularly noticeable in southern South 
Australia. 

South Australia has hot, dry summers with relatively mild nights, and cool winters 
with most rainfall occurring during May to August. 

Briefly, the basic features of the South Australian climate are hot, dry summers with 
relatively mild nights, and cool but not severe winters with most rainfall occurring during 
the months of May, June, July and August. 

Meteorological services throughout Australia are provided by the Bureau ofMeteorol­
ogy. The South Australian Regional Office is located in Adelaide. It issues forecasts 
and warnings for the State, provides bulletins of weather statistics and reports on climatic 
issues such as trends in South Australia's recorded temperatures. 

South Australia is by far the driest of the Australian States with about four-fifths of 
the State normally receiving less than 250 millimetres of rain annually. By comparison 
only about one-third of the continent receives less than 250 millimetres. 

As can be seen from the annual rainfall map, isohyets generally show highest annual 
averages along the Flinders and Mount Lofty Ranges and near the southern coast. 
Averages fall off rapidly to less than 250 millimetres within 150 to 250 kilometres inland. 
They then decrease more gradually to below 150 millimetres near Lake Eyre. This area 
is the driest part of Australia: there have been protracted periods when the annual rainfall 
here has been less than 75 millimetres. 

Mean monthly rainfalls for selected recording stations are shown in the following 
table. 
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Seasonal 
distribution of 
rainfall 

Rainfall intensity 

Mean Rainfall: Selected Stations(a) 
(Millimetres) 

MOl/llt Oodlla-
Period Cedlllla Emabella Killgscote Moollta Gambier datta 

January ........ ,., 10 44 14 14 25 28 
February .......... 15 36 17 17 27 29 
March ............ 17 27 18 19 36 14 
April ............. 21 20 36 34 57 11 
May .............. 36 19 59 47 73 15 
June .............. 37 17 72 49 81 12 
July .............. 42 12 78 46 100 10 
August ............ 36 14 66 41 94 9 
September ......... 27 12 46 35 70 10 
October ........... 24 24 36 31 63 13 
November ......... 20 22 23 22 47 11 
December ......... 19 29 19 17 37 14 

year ........... 309 276 484 372 710 176 

Mllrray Port Port 
Period Bridge Pinnaroo Lincoln Pirie Rellmark Woomera 

January ....... , ... 17 17 13 18 16 16 
Febnmry .......... 18 22 15 18 18 21 
March ............ 21 19 20 18 15 17 
April ............. 29 25 37 29 19 13 
May .............. 36 36 57 40 25 23 
June .............. 37 36 74 41 25 15 
July .............. 35 36 80 34 23 17 
August ............ 37 39 69 35 26 14 
September ......... 36 35 50 35 27 15 
October ........... 33 34 35 33 27 15 
November ......... 25 26 22 23 21 17 
December ......... 22 20 18 21 18 12 

Year ........... 346 345 490 345 260 195 

(a) For all years of record to end of 1991. 

In the settled areas of the State, rainfall has a marked winter maximum. Rainfall from 
November to March is generally light and unreliable. A high evaporation rate during 
these months means that these rains are generally not significant from the agricultural 
point of view. The first significant rains generally arrive during late April or May; winter 
(June to August) is usually the wettest period, with rains tending to show a marked 
decrease during September and October. By contrast, the occurrence of rainfall over the 
interior of the State is quite erratic, but a trend towards a slight winter maximum is 
discernible in southern parts of this area. 

Long sustained periods of intense rainfall are rare in South Australia. However, 
occasionally there are very intense falls lasting only a few minutes. Falls at a rate of more 
than 100 millimetres an hour, over a five-minute period, have been recorded in Adelaide 
on several occasions. Such intense falls can cause considerable damage to crops and to 
light or freshly worked soils. 

The most notable falls of rain which have occurred within a period of24 hours ending 
at 9 a.m. were at: 

Motpena (14 March 1989) ..................... . 
Cordillo Downs (6 Febmary 1991) ............... . 
Stansbury (18 February 1946) ................... . 
Stirling (17 April 1889) ........................ . 
Ardrossan (18 February 1946) .................. . 
Oodnadatta (9 February 1976) .................. . 

273 mm 
241 mm 
222 mm 
208 mm 
206 mm 
200 mm 

Several other exceptional rainfalls have been recorded by private observers including 
228 millimetres in four hours at Dutton (near Truro) on 2 March 1983. During this storm 
a fall in excess of 300 millimetres occurred at a nearby property. 
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6 NA TURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Snow and hail 

Droughts 

Temperature 

The occurrence of snow in South Australia is infrequent and is mainly confined to the 
Mount Lofty and southern Flinders Ranges. Most falls are very light and do not persist. 
Hail has been reported in all parts of the State but falls most frequently about the southern 
coasts and ranges during winter. Although hail is more frequent in winter, summer 
thunderstorms produce the largest hailstones. 

When dry conditions persist over wide areas for long periods of time, drought, the 
worst of all Australian climatic hazards, is experienced. The worst drought years in the 
settled areas of South Australia were 1863-67, 1896-98,1901-03, 1913-16, 1926-30, 
1939-40, 1943-45, 1959-62 and 1965 and in the interior, 1859-60, 1884-86, 1895-98, 
1911-15,1928-29,1943-45,1959,1967,1976-77,1982-83 and 1987-88. 

Due to the ocean's moderating effects daily variations in temperatures tend to increase 
with distance from the coast. However, the Mount Lofty and Flinders Ranges are cooler 
than the surrounding country due to their altitude. 

During summer mean maximum temperatures range from less than 25°C along the 
southern coasts to more than 37°C in the far north of the State. In winter minimum 
temperatures are generally greater than 7°C along the coasts and over the north-west of 
the State. Most of the inland has values higher than 3°C. However, mean minima ofless 
than 3°C are found on the higher parts of the ranges. 

Mean Maximum Temperatures: Selected Stations 
(OCelsius) 

Moltllt Mltrray 
Period Cedltlla Gambier Oodlladatta Port Pirie Killgscote Bridge Rell/llark 

January 28.6 25.3 37.5 31.6 24.8 28.7 32.5 
February ... 28.0 25.0 36.5 31.5 24.3 29.0 32.1 
March ..... 26.6 22.8 33.9 29.0 22.8 26.4 28.8 
April ...... 23.8 19.1 28.2 24.6 20.5 23.3 24.1 
May ....... 20.7 16.0 22.9 20.0 17.9 19.3 19.5 
June ....... 18.1 13.7 19.7 17.0 15.8 16.5 16.7 
July ....... 17.2 13.0 19.4 16.2 14.9 16.0 16.1 
August ..... 18.3 13.9 21.7 17.6 15.3 17.1 17.8 
September .. 21.1 15.7 25.9 20.6 16.7 19.4 20.7 
October .... 23.5 17.6 30.2 24.2 19.1 22.3 24.3 
November .. 26.2 19.9 33.7 27.2 21.1 25.2 27.9 
December .. 27.5 22.7 36.4 29.5 22.9 27.3 30.4 
Year ...... 23.3 18.7 28.8 24.1 19.7 22.5 24.2 

Mean Minimum Temperatures: Selected Stations 
(OCelsius) 

Moltllt Mltrray 
Period Cedlllla Gambia Oodlladatta Port Pirie Killgscote Bridge Relllllark 

January 14.9 10.8 22.6 17.7 15.2 14.4 16.6 
February ... 14.9 11.4 22.2 17.9 15.6 14.6 16.5 
March ..... 13.2 10.3 19.3 16.2 14.5 13.2 14.3 
April ...... 10.7 8.6 14.2 13.4 12.6 10.6 11.0 
May ....... 8.5 7.3 9.6 10.8 10.7 8.1 8.2 
June ....... 6.4 5.6 6.5 8.4 9.2 5.8 5.8 
July ....... 5.7 4.9 5.6 7.7 8.3 5.4 5.1 
August ..... 6.1 5.3 7.2 8.3 8.3 6.0 6.1 
September .. 7.7 6.1 11.0 9.7 9.1 7.1 8.1 
October .... 9.7 7.0 15.0 12.0 10.4 9.0 10.7 
November .. 12.1 8.2 18.4 14.4 12.1 11.3 13.3 
December .. 13.9 9.8 21.1 16.4 13.7 13.1 15.2 
year ...... 10.3 7.9 14.4 12.7 11.6 9.9 10.9 

The highest temperature recorded in South Australia was 50. 7°C at Oodnadatta on 
2 January 1960, and the lowest -8.2°C at Yongala on 20 July 1976. 



Humidity 

Sunshine and 
cloud 

Wind 

Evaporation 

Climate of 
Adelaide 

Rainfall 

Temperature 

Wind 

Humidity 
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In the north of the State the mean relative humidity in summer is under 35 per cent, 
this increases to about 50 per cent in winter. By comparison, most southern parts of the 
State have an average humidity of about 45 per cent to 55 per cent in summer, increasing 
to about 70 per cent to 80 per cent in winter. 

Since relative humidity depends not only on the actual water vapour content of the 
air but also on air temperature, there is a tendency for highest relative humidities to be 
associated with low temperatures during the early morning hours. Conversely, the lowest 
values tend to occur during the warmest part of the afternoon. 

The annual average sunshine as determined from records of sunshine (and average 
cloudiness) ranges from about 2,000 hours along parts of the southern coastal fringe to 
3,500 hours near the northern border of the State. 

The prevailing winds across South Australia are generally south--easterly during the 
summer months. A well defined sea-breeze is common along the whole of the coastal 
fringe from October through to April or May. During the winter months north-westerly 
winds predominate, but the proportion of west to south-west winds is also high. 

Evaporation is determined by measuring the amount of water evaporated from an 
exposed free water surface in a standard tank or pan. The annual average evaporation 
varies from below 1,500 millimetres in parts of the Mount Lofty Ranges and the lower 
South East to greater than 3,500 millimetres over an area around and to the north east of 
Oodnadatta in the far north of the State. 

About half the State has an average evaporation rate exceeding 3,000 millimetres a 
year. This high rate is all the more significant when it is considered that the average 
annual rainfall over most of the northern half is less than 175 millimetres. 

Adelaide weather observations were originally taken at a site on West Terrace, 
Adelaide. In February 1977 the South Australian Regional Office moved to College 
Road, Kent Town. Data presented here are for Kent Town unless otherwise specified. 

Adelaide is the driest of Australia's capital cities. Summer rainfall is light (less than 
25 millimetres per month) and unreliable; completely rainless months are not uncommon. 
Rainfall averages over 50 millimetres for each month from May to September and in this 
period the rain is fairly reliable. June is the wettest month but the average is under 80 
millimetres. The annual average rainfall for Adelaide, at Kent Town, is 585 millimetres. 
At West Terrace the average was 528 millimetres, based on 139 years of records and 
annual totals have ranged from 786 millimetres (in 1851) to 257 millimetres (in 1967). 

In January and February, Adelaide's warmest months, the mean maximum tempera­
ture is 29°C. On average, temperatures in excess of 40°C are recorded on about three 
days per year. July is the coldest month with a mean maximum of only 15°C. 

The prevailing wind during the day in summer is south--easterly with a south-westerly 
sea-breeze. During summer evenings another common wind, known locally as the 
'Gully Wind' , blows from the east across the Adelaide Hills. These winds can be very 
strong and gusty at times. 

In winter the prevailing wind is north-westerly with a high proportion of south­
westerlies. 

Relative humidity in Adelaide is at its lowest in January when the average 9 a.m. 
reading (which approximates the average for the whole 24 hours) is 41 per cent. This 
low value alleviates the stress associated with heat waves in Adelaide. In fact, the relative 
humidity is very low for most months of the year, only becoming higher in winter, with 
the average at 9 a.m. reaching 75 per cent in June. 
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Climatological Data, Kent Town, Adelaide 
Temperature and Rainfall based on a composite record of Greenwich Stand 

and Stevenson Screen observations 

Temperature Rainfall 

Highest 
Maximum MinimulIl mOllfhly 

and 
Highest Lowest yearly 

Month Mean recorded Mean recorded Mean total 

'C 'C 'C 'C mm mm 

January ........... 28.9 44.2 16.8 9.2 22 40 
February .......... 29.1 43.4 16.7 10.6 22 25 
March ............ 26.4 41.9 15.4 7.2 26 106 
April ............. 22.5 36.7 12.3 5.5 47 105 
May ........... '" 18.9 28.7 10.3 1.5 76 128 
June .............. 16.0 23.9 7.9 -0.4 79 175 
July .............. 15.0 22.1 7.1 0.4 75 160 
August ............ 16.4 27.8 8.2 1.8 69 112 
September ......... 18.8 34.3 9.5 2.6 57 123 
October ........... 21.8 39.0 11.3 6.2 51 105 
November ......... 25.0 41.4 13.9 7.0 33 53 
December ......... 27.0 42.0 15.5 8.0 28 60 

year ........... 22.2 44.2 12.1 -0.4 585 590 

Climatological Data, West Terrace, Adelaide(a) 
Other Conditions 

Mean 
Mean bam-

Mean amount Amount Vapour metric 
daily Clear of cloud ofel'apor- pressure pressure 

Mollfh sunshine days (b) (c) ation (d) 9a.m. (e) 

Years of record 95 58 107 12 108 121 

hours No. /ll1n mb IIlb 

January ........... 10.0 12.4 3.1 254 11.9 1,013.2 
February ....... '" 9.3 10.9 3.3 216 12.5 1,014.3 
March ............ 7.9 10.9 3.5 176 12.0 1,017.2 
April ............. 6.0 6.6 4.5 120 11.5 1,019.9 
May .............. 4.8 4.6 5.1 79 10.8 1,020.1 
June .............. 4.2 4.0 5.3 56 10.0 1,019.9 
July .............. 4.3 3.6 5.2 60 9.5 1,020.0 
August ............ 5.3 4.9 4.9 78 9.7 1,019.0 
September ......... 6.2 5.7 4.6 110 10.0 1,017.7 
October ........... 7.2 5.7 4.5 164 10.2 1,016.0 
November ......... 8.6 6.6 4.2 196 10.5 1,015.0 
December ......... 9.4 9.0 3.7 241 11.3 1,013.3 

year ........... 6.9 85.0 4.3 1,751 10.8 1,017.1 

(a) West Terrace data is shown here because it is the longest tenn data available. (b) With less than 
two-eighths cloud. (c) Scale 0 (clear) to 8 (overcast) at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily. (d) From Class A Pan 
(period 1967-1977). (e) Mean of9 a.m. and 3 p.m. readings corrected to sea level. 



Chapter 2 

HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY 

1627 

1792 

1800 

1802 

1804-
1836 

1829 

1830 

1833 

1834 

1836 

The first recorded sighting of the South Australian coast by Europeans, when Dutch ship Gulden 
Zeepaard examined the coastline from Cape Leeuwin to the islands of St Francis and St Peter in 
the far west of South Australia. 

The next recorded sighting of South Australia made by the French explorer Rear Admiral 
D'Entrecasteaux while searching for the lost French explorer La Perouse. ill December he sighted 
land south of Cape Leeuwin and examined the cliffs of the Great Australian Bight. 

Lieutenant James Grant was the first British explorer to sail along the South Australian coast. He 
sighted the extreme easterly shores of South Australia and named Cape Banks, Cape Northumber­
land, Mount Schank and Mount Gambier. 

Matthew Flinders in the Investigator thoroughly explored the coast of South Australian waters 
between Nuyts Archipelago and Encounter Bay. He discovered the Gulfs and Central Highlands 
and reported a very promising country for settlement. 

A number of further discoveries took place at various parts of South Australian coastline by 
Captains Dillon (1815-16), Gould (1827-28), Hart (1831-33), and Jones (1833-34). 

While imprisoned in Newgate Gaol, Edward Gibbon Wakefleld produced a number of writings 
including the now famous A Letterfrolll Sydney series which contained his radical ideas for the 
colonisation of South Australia. 

Captain Charles Sturt explored the River Murray from New South Wales to its mouth; traversed 
Lake Alexandrina and located the Goolwa Channel, reaching the western shore of the Murray mouth 
on 12 February. 

Charles Sturt's Two Expeditions into the Interior of Southern Australia was published. This 
glowing report of South Australia was welcomed by those in England seeking a suitable site to 
establish a colony where the Wakefield Plan could be applied without restriction. 

The South Australian Colonisation Act was assented to on 15 August. The territory allotted under 
the Act embraced 802,508 square kilometres, with the western boundary the 132nd meridian of 
east longitude and the other boundaries virtually as they are today. The colony was to be opened 
to settlement by British subjects, but under no condition were convicts to be admitted, making 
South Australia the only State to be settled entirely by free persons. 

First migrants landed at Kangaroo Island on 27 July. First South Australian newspaper published 
in London. Colony's first school opened on Kangaroo Island. The Surveyor-General, Colonel 
Light arrived in November and commenced survey of Adelaide. Governor Hindmarsh arrived in 
HMS Buffalo and proclaimed South Australia a Province on 28 December. 
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1837 Colonel Light completed survey of Adelaide and designed the city's present layout. First Adelaide 
land allotments made. First newspaper published in South Australia. South Australian Supreme 
Court established. First hospital opened on North Terrace, Adelaide. 

1838 First overland cattle and sheep drives from New South Wales. First export from South Australia, 
a small clip of wool, dispatched. First German settlers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel arrived 
in South Australia. Formation of first police force. 

1839 Colonel Light died at Thebarton and buried in Light Square. First road in South Australia built 
between Adelaide and Port Adelaide. Adelaide Chamber of Commerce founded. 

1840 Eyre started overland journey to Western Australia. The Municipality of Adelaide incorporated, 
the first in Australia. McLaren Wharf, Port Adelaide, opened by Governor Gawler. 

1841 First South Australian mine (silver-lead) opened near Glen Osmond. Assisted migration suspended 
because of depression. Following financial crisis Governor Gawler recalled and succeeded by 
Governor Grey. Eyre arrived at Albany in Western Australia. 

1842 Registration of births, deaths and marriages commenced. Portions of South Australia divided for 
first time into counties. Copper discovered at Kapunda. Legislative Council constituted. The 
South Australian Board of Colonisation Commissioners abolished by the British Government. 

1843 Agricultural stripper invented by Ridley. A flour mill built at Hindmarsh. 

1844 First Colonial Census held, and showed a population of 17,366. 

1845 Copper discovered at Burra. Sturt explored the north-eastern part of the State. Gold found in South 
Australia, near Montacute. Assisted migration resumed. 

1846 First pastoral leases granted. 

1847 First winery in the Barossa Valley commenced operation. St Peters College established. 

1848 Opening of The Savings Bank of South Australia. First ferry across the River Murray commenced 
operations at Wellington. 

1849 The Central Board of Main Roads established. 

1850 An Act granting representative government to South Australia passed by the British Parliament. 

1851 The Central Board of Education established. 

1852 First overland gold escort arrived in Adelaide. 
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1853 W.R. Randell's Mmy Ann and Francis Cadell's Lady Augllsta initiated the navigation of the 
River Murray. 

1854 State's first railway (horse-drawn) built from Goolwa to Port Elliot. 

1855 First South Australian postage stamps issued. 

1856 First telegraph line opened from Adelaide to Port Adelaide. The new Constitution Act embodying 
the principle of responsible government proclaimed; it provided for Parliament to consist of two 
Houses; a Legislative Council and a House of Assembly. First steam railway from Adelaide to 
Port Adelaide constructed. Population of the State passed 100,000. 

1857 Railway to Smithfield and Gawler opened. 

1858 The Real Property Act, which embodied the principles of conveyancing formulated by Torrens, 
came into operation. First telegraph line to Melbourne opened. 

1859 A jetty over 350 metres in length constructed at Glenelg. Copper discovered at Wallaroo. 

1860 Water supplied to the City of Adelaide by means of a main connected with the reservoir at Thorndon 
Park. 

1861 Copper discovered at Moonta. Water laid on to houses in Adelaide. John McDouall Stuart set out 
to cross the continent from south to north. The South Australian boundary shifted west to coincide 
with the boundary of Western Australia. 

1862 Stuart reached Chambers Bay on the coast of the Northern Territory. 

1863 Administration of the Northern Territory taken over by South Australia. Shops of Adelaide lit for 
the first time with gas. 

1865 Annual leases of pastoral lands sold by auction for first time. The Bank of Adelaide founded. 

1866 Camels introduced by Sir Thomas Elder for the purpose of exploration. The Adelaide Town Hall 
opened. 

1867 Visit of H.R.H. Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, who laid the foundation stone of the General 
Post Office. 

1869 Foundation stone of St Peters Cathedral laid. Prince Alfred College opened. Adelaide Chamber 
of Manufacturers founded. 

1870 Construction of the transcontinental telegraph from Port Darwin commenced. John Forrest and 
party made first of two journeys of exploration from Perth. 



12 HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY 

1872 Transcontinental telegraph from Port Darwin completed and first direct telegram from London 
received. 

1873 Eight-hour working day adopted. First Health Act, establishing a Central Board of Health, passed. 
First official cricket match played on Adelaide Oval. 

1874 The University of Adelaide founded. 

1875 The State Education Act passed. First Forestry Board established. 

1876 Telegraph communication with New Zealand established. The Smith brothers invented the 'stump 
jump' plough. South Australia became first State to give legal recognition to trade unions. 

1877 Overland telegraph line from Port Augusta to Eucla completed and first telegram from Perth 
transmitted. The Adelaide Bridge completed. 

1878 Provisions of the Education Act relating to compulsory school attendance brought into force in the 
Adelaide school district. First tramway (horse-drawn) in any Australian city commenced carrying 
passengers to Kensington and North Adelaide. The State's population passed 250,000. 

1879 Foundation stone of the University of Adelaide laid. First bridge across River Murray in South 
Australia opened at Murray Bridge. 

1881 First reclamation of swamp areas of River Murray. Art Gallery opened by H.R.H. Prince Albert 
Victor. Construction of the weir which created the Torrens Lake completed. 

1882 Fire Brigades Board established. 

1883 The Telephone Exchange commenced operations. Roseworthy Agricultural College opened to 
students. 

1884 Largs Bay Fort opened. Adelaide Trades and Labor Council, the first delegates society, in­
augurated. 

1885 Broken Hill silver mines opened. Column erected on Mount Lofty summit as a prominent landmark 
for mariners. 

1887 Act authorising payment to members of Parliament passed. RenmarkIrrigation Colony established. 
First express trains ran between Adelaide and Melbourne. The Jubilee Exhibition opened. Stock 
Exchange of Adelaide formed by amalgamation of Adelaide Stock Exchange and Stock Exchange 
of South Australia. 

1888 Totalisator legally authorised by an Act of Parliament. 
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1889 The School of Mines and Industries opened. Smelting of silver-lead ore from Broken Hill 
commenced at Port Pirie. 

1890 First South Australian built locomotive completed. 

1892 Education made free to the compulsory age. 

1894 Act granting the franchise to women passed. Inauguration of industrial arbitration by the 
establishment of Boards of Conciliation. 

1896 State Bank of South Australia opened. Women voted for the first time at the general election. 
Happy Valley Reservoir opened. One of Adelaide's most severe droughts commenced, and 
continued for several years. 

1899 Second referendum concerning the establishment of Federation held. In South Australia, 65,990 
electors voted for Federation and 17,053 against. First military contingent left South Australia for 
the Boer War. 

1900 Adelaide lit for the first time with electric light. The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 
received Royal Assent and a Proclamation was issued uniting the States as the Commonwealth of 
Australia from 11 anuary 1901. Conservatorium of Music opened. First Workmens Compensation 
Act passed. 

1901 Early closing of shops introduced. First Commonwealth Parliament elected. The Duke and 
Duchess of York arrived in the Ophil'. The Customs Act came into force. The Electric Light Works 
was opened. Iron Knob connected to Whyalla by railway. 

1902 Flinders column, at Mount Lofty, dedicated to the public by the Governor, Lord Tennyson. 

1905 First kindergarten in South Australia opened. 

1906 Military cadet system inaugurated. 

1907 High schools were established in a number of country centres. Municipal Tranlways Trust 
incorporated. First Federal basic wage judgment - the 'Harvester' award - made. 

1908 Penny savings bank accounts for children established. The Outer Harbor opened. Adelaide High 
School established. 

1909 Adelaide electric tramways commenced operations. Payment of age pensions by the Common­
wealth Government commenced. 

1910 Payment of invalid pensions by the Commonwealth Government commenced. First recorded 
monoplane flight in Australia made by P.C. Custance at Bolivar. 
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1911 'Penny Postage' to all parts of the British Empire introduced. The Federal Defence Act came into 
operation. Administration of the Northern Territory transferred to the Commonwealth 
Government. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

Medical inspection of school children introduced. Commonwealth Bank formally opened. 
Metropolitan Abattoirs established. 

First South Australian military expeditionary force embarked at Outer Harbor. South Australia 
experienced its most severe drought. 

Prices of commodities fixed by a commission. A referendum approved the closing of liquor bars 
at 6 p.m. Women appointed as justices of the peace for the first time. First shipment of iron ore 
made from Whyalla to steelworks in Newcastle. First women police appointed. Opal discovered 
at Coober Pedy. 

Referendum proposing compulsory military service abroad defeated. First Public Service 
Commissioner appointed. First State living wage with general application declared. 

German private schools in South Australia were closed. East-West transcontinental railway 
completed and the first train ran to Perth. Mr R.G. Carey, in a Bleriot 60, made the State's first 
airmail flight from Enfield to Gawler. 

Captain Butler flew from Adelaide across Gulf St Vincent carrying air mail to Minlaton. Soldier 
Settlement Bill passed by the South Australian Parliament. First Lord Mayor of Adelaide elected. 

Sir Ross Smith and party arrived at Adelaide by non-stop flight from Melbourne. Peace Exhibition 
held at the Jubilee Exhibition bUildings. H.R.H. Edward, Prince of Wales visited South Australia. 

The State's population passed 500,000. 

First lock on the River Murray completed and opened at Blanchetown. 

The Government approved an extensive re-organisation of the railway system. 

Public Debt Commissioners were appointed. Air mail between Adelaide and Sydney inaugurated. 
Waite Agricultural Research Institute established. First radio stations commenced broadcasting. 

Showgroullds at Wayville opened. The first Federal election at which voting was compulsory took 
place. Foundation stone of Adelaide Teachers Training College laid. 

The South Australian barley exhibit won all prizes at the Brewers Exhibition in London. The State 
Bank opened for general banking business. Construction of a narrow gauge railway from 
Oodnadatta to Alice Springs approved. State petrol tax declared invalid following a Common­
wealth Government writ against the State. 
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1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 
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Extension of the North-South railway commenced. The first train arrived at Renmark following 
the opening of the Paringa Bridge. The Duke and Duchess of York arrived in South Australia. 

The first air mail left Adelaide for Perth. The first train to Alice Springs left Adelaide. Compulsory 
military training abolished and replaced by a voluntary system. Electric tram service to Glenelg 
commenced. 

All officers of the South Australian public service over the age of sixty-five years were compul­
sorily retired. The South Australian basic wage was reduced by 18c to $1.25 a day. Transport 
Control Board, State Finance Committee and Unemployed Relief Council established. 

City Bridge opened. Financial Plan formulated at the Premiers' Conference adopted and Financial 
Emergency Act passed. Federal basic wage reduced by 10 per cent for twelve months but was to 
be adjusted in accordance with a retail price index. State basic wage reduced from $1.25 to $1.05 
a day. Basic wage for females reduced, first from $3.95 to $3.50 and later to $3.15 a week. 

Boundaries and names of a number of local government areas changed and others abolished 
following the report of a commission. 

The Farmers Assistance Board, the Betting Control Board and the Metropolitan and Export 
Abattoirs Board established. 

Water restrictions in force from May until the following January. 

The Nomenclature Act of 1935 restored the former German names to a number of towns, the names 
of which had been changed in 1917. 

Centenary year of the State's foundation celebrated. Contract signed for the completion of 
Parliament House and the foundation stone laid by the Governor, Sir Winston Dugan. 

South Australian Housing Tmst established. New Federal basic wage of $7.40 per week, which 
incorporated a 'prosperity' loading, declared. First trolley bus service inaugurated. Mount Bold 
Reservoir with a capacity of 30,000 megalitres filled, almost doubling Adelaide's water storage. 
Schools closed and other precautions taken as a result of an epidemic of poliomyelitis. 

First South Australian Housing Tmst dwelling completed. 

State's worst heat wave and disastrous bushfires experienced during the first two months of the 
year. Record high temperature of 47.6°C recorded in Adelaide. New Parliament House opened 
by His Excellency the Governor-General. Lord Gowrie. 

Goolwa Barrage completed at a cost of $1,400,000. Birkenhead Bridge opened. A rapid develop­
ment of secondary industry took place as munition annexes were added to existing factories and 
new factories were opened. 
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1941 Scriptural instruction in State schools commenced. First naval vessel built in South Australia 
launched. First blast furnace to be built at Whyalla went into operation. Child endowment 
payments inaugurated. Payroll tax commenced. 

1942 Daylight saving of one hour introduced for almost three months. Wages and prices pegged and 
profits and interest rates restricted. Racing and bookmaking prohibited. Rationing of tea and 
clothing commenced. Widows pension instituted. The uniform Income Tax Act came into force. 
First coal obtained from Leigh Creek. 

1943 Price stabilisation legislation came into force. Butter rationing commenced. Wage and price 
subsidies were introduced and the prices of tea, potatoes and other commodities were reduced in 
order to bring price indexes and wages to a lower level. Racing resumed but betting shops remained 
closed. 

1944 Rationing of meat began. Morgan-Whyalla pipeline officially opened. The first State election 
with compulsory voting took place. Severe water restrictions imposed. First output of Leigh Creek 
coal for electricity generation. 

1945 Unemployment and sickness benefits came into operation. Restrictions imposed on the use of gas 
and electricity for domestic and industrial purposes. 

1946 Commonwealth Government munition factories leased to various private firms. Payment of 
government subsidies to hospitals commenced. Restrictions on the use of gas and electricity again 
imposed. The Electricity Trust of South Australia took over the property and functions of the 
Adelaide Electric Supply Company. 

1947 Fruit fly detected in metropolitan orchards and efforts made to eliminate it by stripping gardens 
and orchards. Sugar rationing abolished. Conciliation commissioners appointed following an 
amendment to the Federal Conciliation and Arbitration Act. Severe restrictions imposed on imports 
from North America. 

1948 Restrictions on the use of gas and electricity imposed on a number of occasions during the year 
because of the shortage of coal. Preparation ofthe Woomera rocket range commenced. Forty-hour 
working week introduced by Arbitration Court award. Serious bushfires occurred in January. 
Severe storms during April resulted in widespread damage including the destruction of the Glenelg 
jetty. The free medicine scheme came into operation. Clothing and meat rationing abolished. Full 
scale production of the 'Holden' car commenced. 

1949 Petrol rationing by the Commonwealth Government declared illegal but resumed later in the year 
under a State Act. An extended national coal strike occurred. Water pipeline to the Woomera 
rocket range completed. The Commonwealth and South Australian Governments ratified an 
agreement for the standardisation of railway gauges. 

1950 Petrol, butter and tea rationing discontinued. Federal free drugs scheme came into operation. Water 
restrictions imposed in December and remained in force until June 1951. 

1951 Serious bushfires occurred in January. Wool prices reached a record high level. Distribution of 
free milk to school children introduced. 
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The hospital benefits scheme came into operation. Price control on clothing removed in South 
Australia. Severe import restrictions gazetted. Installations for the bulk handling of grain opened 
at Ardrossan. Compulsory chest X-rays introduced. 

Remaining controls on building removed. PortPirie became the first country town to be proclaimed 
a city. The medical benefits scheme came into operation. Automatic quarterly cost-of-living 
adjustments to the basic wage discontinued. Size of the State Cabinet increased from six to eight 
Ministers. 

A severe earthquake occurred in Adelaide on 1 March. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IT visited 
South Australia. First unit of Port Augusta power station opened. Construction of dwellings in 
Elizabeth commenced. Water from the River Murray pumped into metropolitan reservoirs through 
the Mannum pipeline. 

Adelaide Airport at West Beach opened. The new satellite town at Elizabeth officially opened. 

River Murray flooded for several months and caused considerable damage in irrigation and 
reclaimed areas. Town Planning Committee established. Atomic device exploded at Maralinga. 
Salk Poliomyelitis vaccination program commenced. 

Centenary of responsible goverruuent in South Australia celebrated. Long service leave legislation 
passed by the South Australian Parliament. 

Visit of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, to South Australia. Introduction of parking meters 
to Adelaide. South Para Reservoir opened and connected to Adelaide water supply. Final run by 
a street tram in Adelaide, following conversion to diesel bus transport. 

South Australia ceased to be a claimant State for special grants from Grants Commission. Full-scale 
television transmission commenced. Sir Thomas Playford created record term as Premier in a 
British country (26 years 125 days). Aboriginals became eligible for age, invalid and widows 
pensions. 

First Adelaide Festival of Arts held (March 12-26). Completion of second unit and formal opening 
of Thomas Playford power station at Port Augusta. 

First United Kingdom Trade Commissioner appointed to South Australia. Compulsory driving 
tests introduced. The trailer ship Troubridge made its first run from Port Adelaide to Kingscote 
and Port Lincoln. Sturt's Desert Pea declared State's official floral emblem. 

Myponga Reservoir completed and linked to Happy Valley Reservoir. Duplication of Morgan­
Whyalla pipeline commenced. 

Population of the State passed 1,000,000 mark. Port Stanvac oil refinery 'on stream'. School 
leaving age increased to fifteen years. Three weeks annual leave for employees governed by State 
awards and determinations introduced. First direct dialling for an overseas telephone call from 
South Australia. Major gas flow from Gidgealpa No. 2 well. Royal visit by Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth n. 
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1964 Work commenced on conversion of Port Pirie-Broken Hill railway to standard gauge. First gas 
from Port Stanvac refinery piped for use in Adelaide's gas supply. Record wind gust (148 km/h) 
registered at Adelaide on 12 July. New world land speed record set by Donald CampbeIl on Lake 
Eyre. 

1965 Election of first Labor State Government since 1933. First country television station opened at 
Port Pirie. Steel works including a basic oxygen steel making plant opened at Whyalla. First 
woman judge in Australia appointed to Supreme Court of South Australia. Size of the State Cabinet 
increased from eight to nine Ministers. 

1966 Women sworn in for jury service for the first time. The FIinders University of South Australia at 
Bedford Park officially opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. New outlet 
tunnel 2,700 metres long from Happy Valley Reservoir completed. ELDO rocket Europa-l 
launched at W oomera. 

1967 Totalisator Agency Board operated off-course in South Australia for the first time. First South 
Australian lottery drawn. Federal Basic Wage superseded by Total Wage concept. Liquor trading 
hours extended to 10 p.m. WRESAT -1, first Australian orbital satellite launched from Woomera. 
New record low annual rainfall for Adelaide (257 mm). Torrens Island power station commenced 
operations. First off-shore drilling rig - Ocean Digger - constructed and launched at Why alia. 

1968 State Elections held. Labor Government returned but subsequently defeated on the floor of the 
House at the first meeting of the new Parliament. New Liberal Premier, R.S. Hall sworn in. Four 
weeks leave for State Government employees introduced. Sealed highway from Broken Hill to 
Adelaide opened. Sir James Harrison first Australian-born Governor of South Australia sworn in. 

1969 Work begun on second major pipeline to bring River Murray water to Adelaide. Electricity Trust 
signed $120 million contract for supply of natural gas. Natural gas flowed through completed 832 
kilometre pipeline from Moomba-Gidgealpa to Adelaide. 

1970 Abortion law reformed in South Australia. First direct telecast from England to Australia via 
satellite. Hairy-nosed wombat adopted as State's faunal emblem. 

1971 Fluoridation of Adelaide water supply commenced. Age of majority reduced from twenty--one to 
eighteen. Commonwealth Government transferred power to levy payroll tax to the States. Daylight 
saving introduced in South Australia for the first time since the 1939-45 War. Death of SA 
Governor Sir James Harrison in office. Sir Mark Oliphant, the first SA born Governor, sworn in. 
Wearing of seat belts in motor vehicles made compulsory. 

1972 New Stirling to Verdun freeway opened. New laws regulating door-to-door selling and used car 
dealing introduced. University of Adelaide's educational radio station VL5UV commenced 
broadcasting. Weather temperature reports changed to degrees Celsius. Daylight saving re-intro­
duced for 1972-73 and subsequent summers. South Australian Film Corporation commenced 
operation. South Australia's first ombudsman appointed. 
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New long service leave provision for three months leave after ten years service came into force. 
New $11 million hospital opened at Modbury. Dunstan ALP Government returned at State election 
to become the first ALP Government to retain office after a general election in South Australia 
since 1910. Cross Lotto game introduced by State Lotteries Commission. Adelaide Festival 
Theatre opened by the Prime Minister. Legislation enacted for adult franchise and proportional 
representation for the Legislative Council. Compulsory blood tests for road accident victims 
introduced. $50 note issued for the first time. 

World Gliding Championships held at Waikerie. H.R.H. Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
visited South Australia. First match held at the new South Australian National Football League 
headquarters at West Lakes. Conversion of road signs to metric measurements undertaken. 
Judgment handed down making four weeks annual leave standard for workers under State awards. 
Legislation allowing hotel trading to 12 midnight on Fridays and Saturdays came into force. 

Transmission of television in colour commenced. International Equestrian Exposition 1975 held 
in Adelaide and attended by H.R.H. Princess Anne. State Election held on 12 July, after the 
Legislative Council failed to pass the Railways (Transfer Agreement) Bill; the Dunstan ALP 
Government was returned with a reduced mqiority and the Bill was subsequently passed. Medibank 
commenced operations in South Australia. Legislation for the redistribution of House of Assembly 
electoral boundaries passed by the Legislative Council. 

A new commercial radio station (5AA) went to air, Adelaide's first for forty-six years. A new 
political party, the New Liberal Movement formed. Sir Douglas Nicholls appointed as Governor 
of South Australia from I December 1976. A total eclipse of the sun occurred in parts of South 
Australia on 23 October. Large deposits of copper ore discovered at Roxby Downs near 
Andamooka. Legislation passed making rape within marriage a criminal offence. Capital punish­
ment abolished in South Australia. 

Her Mqiesty, Queen Elizabeth n and the Duke of Edinburgh visited South Australia. $5.8 million 
Southern Plaza at the Adelaide Festival Centre officially opened by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
n. South Australia's first million dollar lottery, the Celebration Lottery, drawn by the Lotteries 
Commission. A major deposit of sub-bituminous coal discovered near Lock. The South Australian 
Health Commission came into operation. Keith Seaman sworn in as the new Governor of South 
Australia. Adelaide first water filtration plant at Hope VaUey commenced operations. Late night 
shopping in city and suburbs commenced. 

A Royal Commission held into the dismissal of Police Commissioner Salisbury. The last ship to 
be built at WhyaUa shipyards, the Denis O'Malley, was launched. Adelaide tramways held 
centenary celebrations. Lotteries Commission introduced Instant Money Game with prizes of up 
to $10,000. South Australian Heritage Committee was fonned. 

A new public transport zone-fare system introduced. D.A. Dunstan, the State's second longest 
serving Premier resigned for health reasons. Adelaide's unemployment levels highest in Australia 
in March 8.9 per cent of the workforce. Santos legislation passed, limiting maximum permissible 
single shareholdings to 15 per cent. State elections held; D.O. Tonkin, new Liberal Premier, sworn 
in. Merger of Bank of Adelaide with ANZ Banking Group approved. Charles Moore retail group 
ceased operating in South Australia. 
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1980 Norwood by-election, ordered by Court of Disputed Returns, won by ALP candidate G. Crafter. 
Bushfire destroyed thirty-five houses in Adelaide Hills, causing $6 million damage. First of State 
Transport Authority's new 'Series 2000' railcars began service. Mitsubishi Motor Corporation 
purchased control of Chrysler Australia Ltd. New slogan 'The Festival State' for South Australian 
motor vehicle number-plates. Constitutional Museum opened. H.R.H. Princess AIexandra and her 
husband, Mr Angus Ogilvy, visited South Australia. The Tarcoola-Alice Springs rail link opened. 

1981 By-election for Federal seat of Boothby, made vacant by the appointment of Mr J. McLeay as 
Consul-General in Los Angeles, won by Mr R. SteeIe Hall (Liberal). On February 15, Adelaide 
had its hottest day since 1948. Temperature reached 43.4T. H.R.H. Charles, Prince of Wales 
visited South Australia. On June 1, Adelaide recorded its lowest barometric pressure ever (979 
millibars). 

1982 Commencement of Moomba-Stony Point liquids pipeline. An Australian register of ships 
established. Lt-Gen. Sir Donald Dunstan, KBE, CB, sworn in as the State's new Governor, in 
April. Mr Mario Feleppa, AM, endorsed to fill a casual vacancy in the Legislative Council, became 
the first Italian-born migrant to enter the South Australian Parliament. On June 8, Adelaide 
experienced its coldest minimum temperature since the Bureau of Meteorology began taking 
records in 1857; -0.4 'C. Following amendments to the Licensing Act, some hotels in 'tourist areas' 
began trading on Sundays, for one or two 2-hour periods. State elections held; J.c. Bannon, new 
Labor Premier sworn in. International air services commenced through Adelaide. 

1983 First twins born in South Australia under Queen Elizabeth Hospital's ill vitro fertilisation program. 
Large bushfires in February claimed 28 lives in South Australia. Damage estimated at over $200 
million. Fires at nine separate locations, including Clare, Adelaide Hills, and South-East. Adelaide 
recorded its lowest maximum March daytime temperature, 14.9'C (on March 22) for 104 years. 
The State was visited by H.R.H. Charles, Prince of Wales, and the Princess of Wales. 
Mrs Wendy Chapman was elected Adelaide's first woman Lord Mayor. Liquids pipeline from 
Moomba to Port Bonython completed. 

1984 Maralinga Land Rights Bill was passed by State Parliament, returning 76,000 square kilometres of 
South Australia's Far North to the traditional Aboriginal owners. Australian National's new 
Adelaide Rail Passenger Terminal at Keswick began operating. Australia's new $100 note and 
$1 coin released for the first time. State Bank and Savings Bank of South Australia amalgamated. 
Snow feU in the Mount Lofty Ranges, in the Mid North, and at Peterborough. 

1985 The Adelaide Station and Environs Redevelopment (AS ER) Property Trust continued construction 
on the site of the old railway station yards. The Trust is building a 400-room international hotel, 
a convention centre, a new office block and two parking stations. ASER is also a partner in the 
company which operates the casino established in the station building. Australian Formula One 
Grand Prix motor race (in Adelaide's East Parklands) won by Keke Rosberg of Finland, driving a 
'Williams'. Bannon Government re-elected in December. State Government appointed 
Australia's first Commissioner for the Ageing. 

1986 Jubilee Celebrations, commemorating the 150th Anniversary of European settlement, began on 
New Year's Eve. Visit of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 and Duke of Edinburgh. Adelaide 
Festival of Arts held in March. Sixth World Three Day Equestrian Event Championships held at 
Gawler in May. Pope John Paul IT visited the State. South Australian Maritime Museum in 
Port Adelaide opened in December. 
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The River Murray Commission replaced by the Murray Darling Commission. Entry fees to Belair 
and Para Vista National Parks introduced. Work commenced on the Botanical Gardens tropical 
conservatory. Daylight saving started one week later and finished in line with eastern States. Grand 
Prix held in November. Tall ships visited Port Adelaide in December en-route to Hobart. A 
substantial part of the submarine construction contract for RAN was awarded to South Australia. 

Large bushfire in January burnt out 70 per cent of Wilpena Pound. World Fireball Championship 
held at Glenelg. By-election for Federal seat of Adelaide, made vacant by resignation of 
Mr C. Hurford, was won by Mr M. Pratt (Liberal). The State was visited by H.R.H. Charles, Prince 
of Wales, and the Princess of Wales. Festival of Arts held in March. Red-light cameras installed 
at selected traffic light sites. Mitsubishi Motors Australia Ltd commenced exports of Magna motor 
car to Japan. $2 coin issued for the first time. A Poll Merino ram sold for $188,000, a world record 
price for the breed. East End Market closed down - replaced by a new market complex at Pooraka. 
The Australia's first hospitality industry training hotel, the College Anus, opened. Police Air Wing 
facility opened at Adelaide Airport. 

A new apprenticeship scheme, the Retail Traineeship Scheme, launched. Approval given for stage 
one of the Wilpena Pound tourist resort development in the Flinders Ranges. Construction began 
of a new major metropolitan hospital at Noarlunga. National Crime Authority Office opened in 
Adelaide. Natural gas supplied to Whyalla and the town's BHP steelworks. Highest rainfall ever 
in South Australia in one day (273 mm) recorded at Motpena Station near Flinders Ranges National 
Park. Extensive flooding in the north of the State during March. Lakes Eyre and Torrens filled, 
Lake Torrens for the first time this century. The Adelaide Childrens Hospital and Queen Victoria 
Hospital amalgamated to become the Adelaide Medical Centre for Women and Children. 
Australian Formula One Grand Prix won by Thierry Boutsen, driving a 'Williams'. Following the 
State Government election, ALP formed a minority Government with the help of two independents. 
Submarine fleet manufacturing facilities opened at Osborne. Botanic Gardens tropical 
conservatory opened in November. 

Festival of Arts held in March. Club Keno, the world's only on-line computer generated Keno 
game commenced. Free travel on ST A scheduled services for children and students introduced. A 
new $1.3 million pipe organ was unveiled in the Adelaide Town Hall. Exhibition Hall, the final 
stage of the Adelaide Plaza on North Terrace was opened. Adelaide recommended as a preferred 
site for the Multi Function Polis (MFP) by the MFP Joint Steering Committee. Department of Local 
Government was abolished. The five-millionth Holden rolled off Elizabeth's production line. 
Police introduced radar speed cameras. 

University of South Australia formed by merging of the South Australian Institute of Technology 
and the Magill, Salisbury and Underdale Colleges of Advanced Education. Severe hailstorm in 
January caused extensive property damage in many parts of the State. Electoral reform referendum 
held in February, approved by 89.9 per cent of voters. Dame Roma Mitchell, AC, DBE, sworn in 
as the State's new Governor in February. Commonwealth Government announced three 
cooperative research centres in the State: Tissue Growth and Repair; Soil and Land Management; 
and Petroleum Industry. The Flinders University of South Australia celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 
March. Conunonwealth Government gave the final go-ahead for Australia's first Multi Function 
Polis. Compass Airlines commenced operating through Adelaide ending the two-airline policy in 
this State. New system of water and sewerage rates introduced. The $40 million Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre opened in July. 
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1992 The Hackney Bus Depot site was returned to Parkland use. The area will be developed by the 
Botanic Gardens in a way which will complement the Bicentennial Conservatory. Australia's last 
remaining metropolitan afternoon newspaper, Adelaide's The News, closed. Extended facilities at 
Cleland Conservation Park were opened. The Police Commissioner reported a drop of 15 per cent 
in housebreaking and car theft and a drop of 10 per cent in larceny. This is attributed to crime 
prevention initiatives such as Neighbourhood Watch. The Hanson Centre for Cancer Research (a 
joint venture of the Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science and the Royal Adelaide Hospital) 
was officially opened. It has a reputation for its pioneering research in leukaemia and bone marrow 
transplantation. The University of Adelaide commercial precinct opened. Its aim is to give 
commercial enterprises access to research and to develop new industries. The South Australian 
Certificate of Education (SACE) was introduced to replace the previous matriculation system. The 
SACE Award is for successful studies in Year 11 (Stage 1) and Year 12 (Stage 2). The wettest 
August day since 1851 produced 43.2 mm of rain. 



Chapter 3 

GOVERNMENT 

3.1 SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 

Cabinet and 
Executive 
Government 

The Cabinet 

South Australia is one of the six Australian States (originally constituted by Acts of 
the Imperial Parliament) which at Federation in 1901 ceded many of their powers on 
matters of national importance (e.g. international affairs and defence) to the Common­
wealth of Australia. From time to time other powers on matters of local importance have 
been delegated to local governing bodies. As a result the people of South Australia are 
subject to the laws of a three-tier system of government. In addition, statutory powers 
within specified fields are exercised by certain public corporations such as the State Bank 
of South Australia, the Electricity Trust of South Australia, the South Australian Housing 
Trust and the South Australian Meat Corporation. 

Both the Commonwealth and the South Australian Parliaments are bicameral; in each 
the leader ofthe Government (the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth and the Premier 
of South Australia) is seated in the Lower House and in each the Upper House has 
restricted powers concerning money Bills. 

Both in the Commonwealth and in South Australia, executive government is based 
on the system which was evolved in Britain in the eighteenth century and which is 
generally known as 'cabinet' or 'responsible' government. Its main principles are that 
the head of the State, Her Majesty the Queen (or her representative, the Governor­
General or Governor, acting on her behalf) should perform governmental acts on the 
advice of her ministers; that she should choose her principal Ministers of State from 
members of Parliament belonging to the party or coalition of parties commanding a 
majority in the popular House; that the Ministry so chosen should be collectively 
responsible to that House for the government of the State; and that the Ministry should 
resign if it ceases to command a majority there. 

The cabinet system operates chiefly by means of constitutional conventions, customs 
or understandings and through institutions that do not form part of the legal structure of 
government at all. The executive power of the Conmlonwealth is exercisable by the 
Governor-General and that of South Australia by the Governor, each being advised by 
an executive council which meets only for formal purposes. The whole policy of a 
Ministry is, in practice, determined by some or all of the Ministers of State, meeting 
without the Governor-General or Governor under the chairmanship ofthe Prime Minister 
or Premier. This group of Ministers is known as the Cabinet. 

As Ministers are the leaders of the party or parties commanding a majority in the 
popular House, the Cabinet substantially controls not only the general legislative program 
of Parliament, but the whole course of Parliamentary proceedings. In effect, though not 
in form, the Cabinet, by reason of the fact that all Ministers are members of the Executive 
Council, is also the dominant element in the executive government of the State. In 
summoning, proroguing or dissolving Parliament, the Governor-General or the Gover­
nor is usually guided by the advice tendered by the Cabinet through the Prime Minister 
or Premier, although legally the discretion is vested in the Office of the Governor-General 
or Governor. 
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Executive 
Council 

Appointment of 
Ministers 

The Executive Council is usually presided over by the Governor-General or Gover­
nor, the members holding office during the Governor's pleasure. All Ministers of State 
must be members of the Executive Council. Commonwealth Ministers remain members 
of the Executive Council on leaving office, but are not summoned to attend its meetings, 
for it is an essential feature of the cabinet system that attendance should be limited to the 
Ministers of the day. 

Legally, Ministers hold office during the pleasure of the Governor-General or 
Governor, but in practice the discretion of the Queen's representative in the choice of 
Ministers is limited by the conventions on which the Cabinet system rests. When a 
Ministry resigns it is the custom of the Crown to send for the leader of the party which 
commands, or is likely to be able to command, a majority in the popular House and to 
commission that person, as Prime Minister or Premier, to 'form a Ministry' - that is, to 
nominate other persons to be appointed as Ministers of State and to serve as colleagues 
in the Cabinet. 

3.2 COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT 

Federation 

Separation of 
powers 

Financial 
resources 

Commonwealth 
legislature 

Franchise 

The Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed on 1 January 1901 in 'An Act to 
constitute the Commonwealth of Australia', a statute of the Imperial Parliament, which 
received Royal Assent in July 1900. The draft Constitution, which was enacted with 
only minor amendment, had been prepared at intercolonial conferences during 1897, 
1898 and 1899, and was accepted at referendums during 1899 by South Australia, New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, and in 1900 by Western Australia. 

The Constitution provides, in Sections 52, 69, 86, 90 and 115, for certain powers to 
be vested exclusively in the Commonwealth Government and, in Section 51, for certain 
specified fields of interest to be common to both the Commonwealth and State Govern­
ments until amendment is made to the Constitution Act or until the State Parliaments 
cede particular powers. 

Since Federation the distribution of financial resources between the Commonwealth 
and State Governments has been an almost constant problem. Under the original terms 
of the Constitution three-quarters of the net revenues from the duties of customs and 
excise, for ten years, was returned to the States; provision also existed for general and 
particular grants to the States. Significant changes have been made in the distribution of 
financial resources since 1910. These are reviewed in some detail in Chapter 15 Public 
Finance. 

The Constitution provides that 'the legislative power of the Commonwealth shall be 
vested in a Federal Parliament, which shall consist of the Queen, a Senate, and a House 
of Representatives' . Provision for constitutional amendment includes a requirement that 
a proposed amendment must be submitted to a referendum. 

Qualifications for franchise are possessed by any Australian citizen, or any British 
subject who on 25 January 1984 was enrolled on a Commonwealth electoral roll. The 
person must be not under eighteen years of age and not disentitled on other grounds. (A 
person may enrol at seventeen years of age but is not entitled to vote until the eighteenth 
birthday.) Residence in a division for a period of one month before enrolment, is 
necessary to enable a quaHfied person to enrol. Enrolment and voting are compulsory 
although compulsory enrolment provisions did not apply to Aborigines before 
21 February 1984. 
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Persons of unsound mind, or convicted of treason or treachery and not pardoned, or 
convicted and under sentence for any offence punishable by imprisonment for five years 
or longer, or persons who are holders of temporary entry permits under the Migration 
Act 1958 (Cwlth) or are prohibited non-citizens under that Act are excluded from the 
franchise. 

Qualifications necessary for membership of either House of the Commonwealth 
Parliament are possessed by any qualified elector who is an Australian citizen of the full 
age of eighteen years. 

The principal reasons for disqualification of persons otherwise eligible as members 
of either House are; membership of the other House, allegiance to a foreign power, being 
attainted of treason, being convicted and under sentence for any offence punishable by 
imprisonment for one year or longer, being an undischarged bankrupt or insolvent, 
holding office of profit under the Crown (with certain exceptions), or having pecuniary 
interest in any agreement with the Public Service of the Commonwealth except as a 
member of an incorporated company of more than twenty-five persons. 

On 16 February 1989 His Excellency the Honourable William George Hayden, AC 
was sworn in as the twenty-first Governor-General of the Commonwealth. His authority 
as the Queen's representative is derived from Letters Patent, instructions under the Royal 
Sign Manual and Signet, and the relevant sections of the Commonwealth Constitution. 

Members of the Federal Executive Council are chosen, summoned and sworn by the 
Governor-General and hold office during his pleasure. All Ministers are members. 
Councillors usually retain membership for life but it is customary for attendance at 
meetings to be limited to Ministers of the day. 

The Senate is the Upper House. Originally it was intended that this House should 
protect the rights and interests of the States, but with the growth of the parliamentary 
system of party-line voting, its role has become mainly that of a house of review. 

Elections for the Senate: Voting 

Votes recorded Informal votes 

Percentage Percentage 
Electors of electors of votes 

Date of election ell/'olled Number ell/'olled Number recorded 

5 Dec. 1964 .......... 551,341 528,464 95.85 39,421 7.46 
25 Nov. 1967 ......... 594,480 568,823 95.68 32,864 5.78 
21 Nov. 1970 ......... 639,807 609,268 95.23 42,306 6.94 
18 May 1974 .......... 750,308 722,434 96.28 82,191 11.38 
13 Dec. 1975 .......... 789,004 759,369 96.24 75,540 9.95 
10 Dec. 1977 .......... 824,205 783,669 95.08 81,451 10.39 
18 Qct. 1980 .......... 849,899 806,695 94.92 70,359 8.72 
5 Mar. 1983 ......... , 880,455 836,699 95.03 73,350 8.77 
1 Dec. 1984 .......... 906,278 862,369 95.16 46,399 5.38 

11 July 1987 .......... 942,880 890,556 94.45 33,514 3.76 
24 Mar. 1990 .......... 966,431 931,561 96.39 23,438 2.52 
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Representation 

The House of 
Representatives 

Representation 

At present the Senate consists of seventy-six members, twelve from each State, two 
from the Australian Capital Territory and two from the Northern Territory. The original 
provision was that each State, voting as a single electorate, should elect six Senators but 
by the Representation Act of 1983, which was effective for the 1984 elections, the number 
was raised to twelve. By the Senate (Representation ojTerritories) Act 1973 (Cwlth), 
two Senators were added from both the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern 
Territory. The Territories were represented in the Senate for the first time following the 
general election of 13 December 1975. Except in extraordinary circumstances each 
Senator is elected for a term of six years. Six Senators from each State and all Territory 
Senators retire every three years. 

The members representing South Australia in the Senate are: 

To Retire 30 June 1993: To Retire 30 June 1996: 

Foreman, Dominic (ALP) 
Ferguson, Alan (LP) 
Lees, Meg (AD) 
Bolkus, Nick (ALP) 
Vanstone, Amanda (LP) 
Maguire, Graham (ALP) 

Hill, Robert (LP) 
Crowley, Rosemary (ALP) 
Coulter, John (AD) 
Teague, Baden (LP) 
Schacht, Chris (ALP) 
Chapman, Grant (LP) 

The members of the House of Representatives (the Lower House) are elected in 
single-member electorates. The number of electorates into which a State is divided is 
determined by the proportion that the population of the State bears to the population of 
the Commonwealth as a whole. 

The Comlllonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (Cwlth) provides for the redrawing of 
electoral boundaries from time to time. New Commonwealth electoral boundaries for 
South Australia were drawn up in 1992 and come into effect at the next Federal election. 
Any by-elections prior to this will be contested on the old boundaries. Maps of the new 
Commonwealth Electoral Divisions have been included in this section. 

Section 24 of the Constitution provides that the number of members in the House of 
Representatives shall be as nearly as possible twice the number of Senators and prescribes 
the formula to be used, 'until the Parliament otherwise provides', for allocating to each 
State its share of the available seats but stipulates that no original State shall have less 
than five members in the House. In addition one member is elected from the Northern 
Territory and two members are elected from the Australian Capital Territory. Preferential 
voting is used for elections for the House of Representatives. 

Elections for the House of Representatives: Voting 

Votes recorded Informal votes 

Percentage Percentage 
Electors of electors of votes 

Date of election enrolled Number enrolled Number recorded 

26 Nov. 1966 ......... 585,465 563,341 96.22 16,220 2.88 
25 Qct. 1969 .......... 624,626 599,719 96.01 20,562 3.43 
2 Dec. 1972 .......... 671,081 644,211 96.00 16,845 2.61 

18 May 1974 .......... 750,308 722,434 96.28 20,311 2.81 
13 Dec. 1975 .......... 789,004 759,369 96.24 18,201 2.40 
10 Dec. 1977 .......... 824,205 783,669 95.08 26,461 3.38 
18 Qct. 1980 .......... 849,899 806,695 94.92 22,491 2.79 
5 Mar. 1983 .......... 880,455 836,699 95.03 22,380 2.67 
1 D.ec. 1984 .......... 906,278 859,629 94.85 74,719 8.69 

11 July 1987 .......... 942,880 884,418 93.80 60,536 6.84 
24 Mar. 1990 .......... 966,431 927,897 96.01 34,143 3.68 
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House of Representatives, 1990 Election 
Voting and Party Representation in South Australian Electorates 

Successful candidates 

First 
Electors Electors preference 

Electorate on roll voting Name Party votes 

Adelaide ...... 73,864 70,444 Catley,R. ALP 26,953 
Barker ........ 72,885 70,363 McLachlan, I.M. LP 39,470 
Bonython ...... 76,360 73,293 Blewett,N. ALP 36,326 
Boothby ....... 74,981 71,686 Hall, S. LP 36,010 
Grey ......... 69,708 66,309 O'Neil, L. ALP 30,600 
Hawker ....... 71,020 68,066 Gallus,C. LP 28,348 
Hindmarsh ..... 73,406 70,192 Scott, J. ALP 29,212 
Kingston ...... 75,823 73,222 Bilney, G. ALP 26,206 
Makin ........ 75,053 72,653 Duncan, P. ALP 27,462 
Mayo ......... 79,754 76,734 Downer, AJ.G. LP 39,037 
Port Adelaide .. 73,811 70,875 Sawford, R. ALP 36,186 
Sturt .......... 72,511 69,569 Wilson,I.B.C. LP 33,129 
Wakefield ..... 77,255 74,491 Andrew,N. LP 40,216 

3.3 GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Vice-regal 
representation 

The Constitution Act 1855, which inaugurated the system of responsible government 
in South Australia, was passed and came into force on 24 October 1856. A summary of 
early constitutional history and the introduction of responsible government was included 
on pages 60-2 of the South Australiall Year Book 1971. 

The Honourable Dame Roma Mitchell, AC, DBE, was sworn in as the Queen's 
representative in South Australia on 6 February 1991. 

The title of the vice-regal representative has been varied from time to time. The first 
three holders of the Office were styled 'Governor and Commander-in-Chief', the next 
two, 'Lieutenant-Governor', and the following two, 'Captain-General and Governor­
in-Chief'. The title then reverted to its original form until Federation in 1901. Since 
then, because of the appointment of a 'Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over the Commonwealth', the holder of the State office has been described simply 
as 'Governor', and this title is used in the following table which lists occupants of the 
office since the foundation of South Australia. 

As titular head of the Government of South Australia the Governor exercises powers, 
duties, and functions, similar to those of a constitutional sovereign. On the one hand the 
occupant is indirectly responsible to the Imperial Parliament through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Conunonwealth Affairs, and on the other hand usually acts on the 
advice of Ministers, who take the responsibility for their advice. Neveliheless, the 
Governorretains important spheres of discretionary action andis thus enabled to maintain 
something of a safeguard against malpractice and injustice, particularly in extreme 
circumstances. To ensure continuity of services, the Governor has power to appropriate 
up to one per cent of the total amount appropriated from the State's general revenue by 
the Appropriation Acts for public service without specific Parliamentary authority. The 
amount appropriated from Consolidated Revenue for the Governor's salary and allow­
ances for 1990-91 was $190,549. The Govemors' Pensions Act 1976 provides for a 
pension to be paid to former Governors and to the spouses of deceased Governors. 
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Cabinet and 
Executive 
Government 

Governors of South Australia 

Name Term of Office 

Captain John Hindmarsh, RN, KH ......... . 
Lt-Col. George Gawler, KH ............. . 
George Grey .......................... . 
Lt-Col. Frederick Holt Robe ............. . 
Sir Henry E.F. Young ................... . 
Sir Richard G. MacDonnell, CB ........... . 
Sir Dominick Daly ..................... . 
Rt Hon. Sir James Fergusson, Bart ......... . 
Sir Anthony Musgrave, KCMG ........... . 
Lt-Gen. Sir Wm F.D. Jervois, GCMG, CB .. . 
Sir Wm C.F. Robinson, GCMG ........... . 
Rt Hon. the Earl of Kintore, PC, GCMG .... . 
Sir Thomas F. Bnxton, Bart, GCMG ....... . 
Rt Hon. the Lord Tennyson, KCMG ....... . 
Sir George R. Le Hunte, KCMG .......... . 
Admiral Sir Day Hort Bosanquet, 

GCVO,KCB ......................... . 
Lt-Col. Sir Henry L. Galway, KCMG, DSO .. 
Lt-Col. Sir Wm E.G. Archibald Weigall, 

KCMG ............................. . 
Lt-Gen. Sir George T.M. Bridges, KCB, 

KCMG,DSO .............. , ......... . 
Brig.-Gen. the Hon. Sir A.G.A. Hore-Ruthven, 

VC, KCMG, CB, DSO ................. . 
Maj.-Gen. Sir W.J. Dugan, KCMG, CB, DSO 
Sir Charles M. BarcIay-Harvey, KCMG ..... 
Lt-Gen. Sir C.W.M. Norrie, KCMG, CB, 

DSO, MC ........................... . 
Air Vice-Marshal Sir Robert A. George, 

KCMG, KCVO, KBE, CB, MC .......... . 
Lt-Gen. Sir Edric M. Bastyan, KCMG, KCVO, 

KBE,CB ............................ . 
Maj.-Gen. Sir James W. Harrison, KCMG, 

CB,CBE ............................ . 
Sir Mark L. Oliphant, KBE .............. . 
Sir Douglas R. Nicholls, KCVO, OBE ...... . 
Sir Keith D. Seaman, KCVO, OBE ........ . 
Lt-Gen. Sir Donald B. Dunstan, KBE, CB 
The Hon. Dame Roma Mitchell, AC, DBE ... 

28 December 1836 
17 October 1838 
15 May 1841 
25 October 1845 
2 August 1848 
8 June 1855 
4 March 1862 
16 February 1869 
9 June 1873 
2 October 1877 
19 February 1883 
11 April 1889 
29 October 1895 
10 April 1899 
1 July 1903 

18 February 1909 
18 April 1914 

9 June 1920 

4 December 1922 

14 May 1928 
28 July 1934 
12 August 1939 

19 December 1944 

23 February 1953 

4 April 1961 

4 December 1968 
1 December 1971 
1 December 1976 
1 September 1977 
23 April 1982 
6 February 1991 

16 July 1838 
15 May 1841 
25 October 1845 
2 August 1848 
20 December 1854 
4 March 1862 
19 February 1868 
18 April 1873 
29 January 1877 
9 January 1883 
5 March 1889 
10 April 1895 
29 March 1899 
17 July 1902 
18 February 1909 

22 March 1914 
30 April 1920 

30 May 1922 

4 December 1927 

26 April 1934 
23 February 1939 
26 April 1944 

19 June 1952 

7 March 1960 

1 June 1968 

16 September 1971 
30 November 1976 
30 April 1977 
28 March 1982 
5 February 1991 

A Governor is normally appointed for a term of five years, but can be reappointed for 
one or more subsequent terms. 

In the absence or prolonged illness of a Governor other persons have been appointed 
to administer the government of the State. These persons have been variously styled 
'Lieutenant-Governor', 'Deputy-Governor', 'Deputy Lieutenant-Governor', and 
'Administrator', and several of them have held office more than once. 

In South Australia every Minister must be a member of either the Legislative Council 
or the House of Assembly. All Ministers are members of the Cabinet and all Ministers 
are ex officio members of the Executive Council. Although the Governor may, subject 
to any law enacted by the Legislature, appoint other persons to the Executive Council, 
membership is in practice limited to Ministers of the day. 

The maximum number of Ministers has been varied from time to time. In 1856 the 
number was five; in 1873, six; 1901, four; 1908, six; 1953, eight; 1965, nine; 1970, ten; 
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1973, eleven; 1975, twelve and 1978, thirteen. In 1908 it was specified that no more 
than four Ministers were to be in the House of Assembly, but in 1953 this limit was 
increased to five, in 1965 to six, in 1970 to seven and in 1973 to eight. This restriction 
on the number of Ministers from the Lower House was removed by the Constitution Act 
Amendment Act (No. 2) 1975 and now it is permissible for all Ministers to be selected 
from the House of Assembly. Since 1978, ten Ministers have been selected from the 
House of Assembly and three from the Legislative Council. 

Cabinet, as such, has no legal powers. Some Cabinet decisions result in the initiation 
and subsequent enactment oflegislation; other decisions become legally binding through 
ratification by Executive Council or through powers vested in individual Ministers for 
the administration and control of their respective departments of goverrnuent. In addition 
to government departments, statutory authorities also come under some degree of 
ministerial or parliamentary oversight. 

Since 1856 the following forty persons have held the office of Premier. 

Premiers of South Australia 

Total period 
ill Office 

Names Dates of Office Years Days 

Hon. Boyle T. Finnis ............. 24/10/1856 211811857 301 
Hon. John Baker ................. 2118/1857 119/1857 11 
Hon. Robert R. Torrens ........... 119/1857 30/911857 29 
Hon. Richard D. Hanson ........... 30/9/1857 9/511860 2 222 
Hon. Thomas Reynolds . . . . . . . . . . . 9/511860 811011861 1 152 
Hon. G.M. Waterhouse ............ 8/10/1861 41711863 1 269 
Hon. Francis S. Dutton ............ 41711863 151711863; 

22/3/1865 20/911865 193 
Hon. Sir Henry Ayers, KCMG ...... 151711863 4/8/1864; 

201911865 23/10/1865; 
31511867 24/911868; 

13110/1868 311111868; 
221111872 221711873 4 35 

Hon. Arthur Blyth ................ 4/811864 22/3/1865; 
1011111871 221111872; 
221711873 3/611875 2 254 

Hon. John Hart, CMG ............. 23/10/1865 28/311866; 
24/911868 1311011868; 
30/5/1870 101ll/1871 339 

Hon. James P. Boucaut, QC ........ 28/3/1866 31511867; 
3/611875 6/611876; 

26110/1877 27/9/1878 3 11 
Hon. H.B. Strangways ............ 3/1111868 30/5/1870 1 208 
Hon. John Colton ................ 6/6/1876 26110/1877; 

16/6/1884 16/611885 2 142 
Hon. William Morgan ............. 27/911878 24/6/1881 2 270 
Hon. John C. Bray .... ,-, ........ 24/611881 16/6/1884 2 358 
Hon. Sir J.W. Downer, KCMG, QC .. 16/6/1885 111611887; 

1511011892 16/6/1893 2 239 
Hon. Thomas Playford ............ 111611887 27/611889; 

19/8/1890 211611892 3 323 
Hon. J.A. Cockbum " ............. 27/611889 19/811890 1 53 
Hon. F.W. Holder ................ 21/6/1892 - 15110/1892; 

8112/1899 151511901 1 274 
Rt Hon. c.c. Kingston, QC ........ 16/6/1893 111211899 6 168 
Hon. V.L. Solomon ............... 1112/1899 8/1211899 7 
Hall. J.G. Jenkills ................ 15/5/1901 11311905 3 290 
Hon. Richard Butler .............. 113/1905 261711905 147 
Hon. Thomas Price ............... 261711905 5/6/1909 3 314 
Hon. A.H. Peake ................. 5/6/1909 3/6/1910; 

171211912 3/4/1915; 
141711917 8/4/1920 6 312 

Hon. John VelTan ................ 3/6/1910 171211912 1 259 
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Parliament 

Voting system 

Premiers of South Australia (continued) 

Total period 
in Office 

Names Dates of Office Years Days 

Hon. Crawford Vaughan ........... 3/4/1915 14nt1917 2 102 
Hon. SirH.N. Barwell, KCMG ..... 8/4/1920 161411924 4 8 
Hon. John Gunn ................. 16/4/1924 28/8/1926 2 134 
Hon. Lionel L. Hill ............... 28/8/1926 81411927; 

171411930 131211933 3 160 
Hon. R.L. Butler ................. 8/4/1927 171411930; 

18/411933 5111/1938 8 210 
Hon. R.S. Richards ............... 131211933 18/411933 64 
Hon. Sir Thomas Playford, GCMG .. 5/1111938 10/3/1965 26 125 
Hon. F.H. Walsh ................. 10/3/1965 11611967 2 83 
Hon. D.A. Dunstan, QC ........... 116/1967 17/4/1968; 

21611970 151211979 9 210 
Hon. R.S. Hall ................... 17/4/1968 21611970 2 47 
Hon. J.D. Corcoran ............... 1512/1979 181911979 216 
Hon. D.D. Tonkin ................ 18/9/1979 10/11I1982 3 49 
Hon. J.C. Bannon ................ 10/11/1982 419/92 9 300 
Hon. L.M.F. Amold .............. 4/9/92 

Parliament is summoned, prorogued, or dissolved, by proclamation issued by the 
Governor. The two Houses of Parliament are the Legislative Council (Upper House) and 
the House of Assembly (Lower House). The following table gives the dates and the 
number of House of Assembly sitting days for Parliamentary sessions in recent years. 

Pariiamentm)' session 

1979 ......................... . 
1979-80 ...................... . 
1980-81 ...................... . 
1981-82 ...................... . 
1982 ......................... . 
1982-83 ...................... . 
1983-84 ...................... . 
1984-85 ...................... . 
1985 ......................... . 
1986 ......................... . 
1986-87 ...................... . 
1987-88 ...................... . 
1988-89 ...................... . 
1989 ......................... . 
1990 ......................... . 
1990-91 ...................... . 
1991-92 ...................... . 

Period 

24/5179 
11/10179 
31nt80 
1617181 
2017182 
8/12/82 

4/8183 
2/8/84 
118185 

1112/86 
3117186 
6/8/87 
4/8/88 
3/8/89 
812190 
218/90 
8/8/91 

2218179 
1216/80 
11/6181 
18/6/82 

- 14/10/82 
216183 

1015/84 
16/5/85 
7111/85 
25/3/86 
14/4/87 
14/4/88 
1314189 

- 19110/89 
1114190 
1114/91 
6/5/92 

House of Assembly 
sitting days 

11 
35 
56 
68 
27 
26 
56 
60 
31 
12 
57 
55 
48 
24 
21 
56 
58 

Members of the House of Assembly are elected by secret ballot using the preferential 
system of voting and counting. In each district the candidate who receives the largest 
number of first preference votes is elected, provided the number of votes constitutes an 
absolute majority, that is, more than 50 per cent of the total number of formal votes. 

If no candidate receives an absolute majority of first preference votes, the second 
preferences of the candidate who received the fewest first preference votes are distributed 
to the remaining candidates. The distribution of next available preferences from the 
candidate with the fewes! votes is repeated until a candidate is elected with an absolute 
majority. 
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Voting for Members of the Legislative Council is also preferential. A system of 
proportional representation is used for counting votes with the whole State as one 
multi-member electoral district. 

Election to the South Australian Parliament is open to those eligible to vote (see page 
33). However, under the Constitution Act 1934-1975, certain people are not eligible to 
sit in Parliament, for example, judges, members of the Commonwealth Parliament, 
holders of certain government contracts and occupants of some offices of profit under 
the Crown. 

Members are required to take an oath or make an affirmation of allegiance to the 
Crown before sitting or voting in Parliament. 

The franchises for the separate Houses are shown on page 35. South Australia was 
the first, at the general election of 25 April 1896, of the Australian States to give voting 
rights to women, and the existence of this provision in this State contributed to the 
decision to include full adult franchise in proposals for Federation. For the first 
eighty-five years of responsible government voting for both Houses of Parliament was 
voluntary but the Electoral Act Amendment Act of 1942 made voting for the House of 
Assembly compulsory for persons whose names appear on the House of Assembly 
Electoral Roll. 

Alterations made to the number of members and number of electorates for each ofthe 
two Houses are shown in the following table. 

Members and Electorates 

Legislative COl/ncil HOl/se of Assembly 

Date Members Electorates Members Electorates 

1856 ............... 18 1 36 17 
1863 ............... 18 1 36 18 
1875 ............... 18 1 46 22 
1882 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 4 46 22 
1884(0) ............. 24 4 52 26 
1890 ............... 24 4 54 27 
1902 ............... 18 4 42 13 
1912 (b) ............. 18 4 40 12 
1915 ............... 20 5 46 19 
1938 ............... 20 5 39 39 
1970 ............... 20 5 47 47 
1975 ............... 21 1 47 47 
1979 ............... 22 1 47 47 

(a) Separate representation for Northern Territory. 
(b) Cession of Northern Territory to Commonwealth Government control. 

The function of Parliament is to legislate for the peace, order, and good government 
of the State. Principal among the tasks of Parliament is the raising of revenue and the 
appropriation of funds for the development and maintenance of the State through its 
public services. 

Legislation may be initiated by any member in either House except that money Bills 
must be initiated by Ministers of the Crown in the House of Assembly; the Legislative 
Council may suggest amendments to money Bills although it may not effect such 
amendments itself. Most Bills are initiated by the Government as a result of the 
deliberations of Cabinet. The Opposition and independent members usually confine their 
activities to examination, criticism, and amendment, of Government measures. Legisla­
tion, other than to alter the constitution of either House, may be passed by a simple 
majority of the votes of the members present. 
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An alteration to the constitution of either House requires at the second and third 
readings of the Bill acceptance by a majority of all the members (not only those present 
or voting) of each House voting separately. 

A deadlock results from the refusal by the Legislative Council to pass the same (or 
substantially the same) Bill during two consecutive Parliaments, provided that a general 
election for the House of Assembly has been held between the refusals and that on the 
second occasion an absolute majority of all the members of the House of Assembly voted 
in favour of the Bill at its second and third readings. In the event of a deadlock between 
the Houses, the Governor may proclaim the dissolution of both Houses. 

Term of office of each Parliament is four years from the day on which it first meets 
for the dispatch of business and it may not be prorogued or dissolved by the Governor 
before the expiration of three years from the day it first met unless the House passes a 
motion of no confidence in the Government, a Bill of 'special importance' is rejected by 
the Legislative Council or, the Governor is acting in the settlement of a deadlock. 

The following table shows, in broad groups, the expenditure incurred in the operation 
of the parliamentary system in South Australia, comprising the Governor, the Ministry, 
the Legislative Council, House of Assembly and electoral activities. 

Cost of Parliamentary Government 
($'000) 

Particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 

Govemor's establishment ........ 917 1,138 1,019 1,030 994 
Ministry ...................... 1,187 1,196 1,293 1,318 1,565 
Parliament: 

Legislative Council (a) ....... 1,879 2,210 3,056 3,059 3,668 
House of Assembly (a) ....... 3,787 4,548 6,066 6,029 7,385 
Other (b) .... , ............. 9,942 10,920 8,350 11,395 12,621 

Total Parliament ......... 15,608 20,013 19,783 20,484 23,674 

Electoral ..................... 2,921 961 1,519 4,171 4,602 
Royal Commissions, Select 
Committees etc .............. 128 159 231 179 263 

Total .................. 18,832 21,147 21,532 27,181 31,097 

(a) Allowances to members, travelling and other expenses. 
(b) Govemment contribution to members' superannuation funds, printing, reporting staff, library etc. 

The Constitution and Electoral Acts Amendment Act 1973, assented to on 22 Novem­
ber 1973, increased the number of members in the Legislative Council from twenty to 
twenty-two and reduced the number of electorates to one with the whole State becoming 
a single electorate with members elected on a proportional representation basis. This 
amendment did not become fully effective for two general elections as only half the 
Legislative Councillors retire at each election and eleven members are now elected at 
each general Legislative Council election. At the general election of25 November 1989, 
eleven members were elected to the Legislative Council and at present there are 
twenty-two members in this House. Casual vacancies are filled by persons chosen at a 
joint sitting of the members of the Legislative Council and House of Assembly. 
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Under the Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1973, all electors whose names were on the 
House of Assembly electoral roll were included on the Legislative Council electoral roll. 
Under the Electoral Act 1985, voting for the Legislative Council was made compulsory. 

At the first meeting of the Council in each Parliament the members choose one from 
among their number to fill the position of President. The person so selected is then 
entitled to a casting vote only. 

The Government of the day holds its position as such only so long as it controls a 
majority in the House of Assembly. When it no longer controls such a majority in vital 
issues, particularly 'money Bills', the Government must resign or go to the polls. Once 
defeated in the Lower House on a 'money Bill', the Government is unable to finance the 
administration of the State. 

An Australian citizen aged eighteen and over, of sound mind, who has lived at his or 
her present address for at least one month before enrolling to vote for Commonwealth 
and State elections, is entitled to vote at all elections. 

A British citizen who was enrolled on a Commonwealth or State electoral roll at some 
time between 29 October 1983 and 25 January 1984, and fulfils the other criteria above, 
is also entitled to vote. 

Enrolment for South Australian State elections is not compulsory but, in practice, as 
there is a joint Commonwealth and State electoral roll, most voters are enrolled for both. 

Subject to the provisos mentioned on page 31, election to the South Australian 
Parliament is open to those eligible to vote in elections. 

Members of the House of Assembly are elected for a maximum of four years. If a 
seat becomes vacant through the resignation, death or disqualification of a member, it is 
usually filled at a by-election. 

The Electoral Districts Boundaries Commission, established under the Constitution 
Act 1934-1975, comprises a Judge of the Supreme Court, the Electoral Commissioner 
and the Surveyor-General and is responsible for making periodical adjustments to House 
of Assembly electoral boundaries in South Australia. The Commission must, before 
commencing proceedings invite, by advertisement, representations by any person in 
relation to the redistribution of boundaries. 

Boundaries are redrawn with the principles that amongst the population of each 
electoral district a community of interest exists (e.g. social, economic, regional or other 
kind) and, that the number of electors in each district should not vary from a predeter­
mined quota by more than ten per cent. This quota is calculated by dividing the total 
number of electors in South Australia by the total number of House of Assembly electoral 
districts. 

The Constitution (Electoral Redistribution) Amendment Act 1991, removed a require­
ment that the Commission should have regard to the desirability of leaving boundaries 
undisturbed as far as possible. The Act also provides a new criterion for electoral fairness 
which requires the Commission to ensure, as far as practicable, that a group of candidates 
which attracts more than fifty per cent of the popular vote will be elected in sufficient 
numbers to form a government. 

The 1991 Electoral Districts Boundaries Commission drew up new boundaries for the 
47 House of Assembly seats which will become effective at the next State elections. 
Maps of the new State Electoral Boundaries are included in this section of the South 
Australian Year Book. 

Any by-elections held before the next State elections will be contested on the old 
boundaries. 
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Election of a Speaker is the fIrst business when a new Parliament fust meets. The 
Speaker presides over debate, maintains order, represents the House officially, communi­
cates its wishes and resolutions, defends its privileges when necessary, and applies its 
procedure. The Speaker may exercise a casting vote only. A Chairman of Committees is 
also elected by the House at the beginning of each Parliament; the Chairman presides over 
the deliberations of the House in Committee and acts as Deputy Speaker when required. 

Other officers of the Parliament include the Leader and Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition in either House and party whips whose function is to ensure that their party 
members are present in the House for divisions and other important business. 

The following table gives details of the numbers of electors enrolled and voting in 
contested electorates for all general elections from 1953 to 1989. 

South Australian Parliament: Voting at Elections, 1953 to 1989 

Legislative Council House of Assembly 

Contested electorates Contested electorates 

Electors Electors Per Electors Electors Per 
Date enrol/ed voting cent enrol/ed voting cent 

7 March 1953 ......... 97,968 79,373 81.02 354,273 336,529 95.00 
3 March 1956 ......... 22,963 16,002 69.69 299,048 280,811 93.90 
7 March 1959 ......... 86,278 70,007 81.14 426,340 400,531 93.95 
3 March 1962 ......... 118,218 98,786 83.56 444,197 417,462 93.98 
6 March 1965 ......... 186,899 149,910 80.21 542,436 513,064 94.59 
2 March 1968 ......... 275,701 262,328 95.15 609,626 575,948 94.48 

30 May 1970 ........... .. 635,533 603,952 95.03 
10 March 1973 ......... 383,758 357,971 93.28 696,290 655,937 94.20 
12 July 1975 ........... 771,414 719,753 93.30 771,414 721,770 93.56 
17 September 1977 ...... .. .. 818,335 764,072 93.37 
15 September 1979 ...... 826,586 765,033 92.55 826,586 768,985 93.03 
6 November 1982 ...... 871,215 808,363 92.79 871,215 811,758 93.18 
7 December 1985 ...... 905,507 846,250 93.46 905,507 846,289 93.46 

25 November 1989 ...... 941,368 889,896 94.53 941,368 888,918 94.43 

The following table shows the Party representation in both Houses of the South 
Australian Parliament resulting from each general election from 1953. 

South Australian Parliament: Party Representation at Elections, 1953 to 1989 

Legislative COllncil HOllse of Assembly 

Date ALP LP Other ALP LP Other 

7 March 1953 ........ 4 16 14 21 4 
3 March 1956 ........ 4 16 15 21 3 
7 March 1959 ........ 4 16 17 20 2 
3 March 1962 ........ 4 16 19 18 2 
6 March 1965 ........ 4 16 21 17 1 
2 March 1968 ........ 4 16 19 19 1 

30 May 1970 ......... 4 16 27 20 
10 March 1973 ........ 6 13 1 26 18 3 
12 July 1975 .......... 10 9 2 23 20 4 
17 September 1977 .... 10 11 27 18 2 
15 September 1979 .... 10 11 1 19 25 3 
6 November 1982 . ... 9 11 2 24 21 2 
7 December 1985 ..... 10 10 2 27 16 4 

25 November 1989 ... . 10 10 (a)2 (e)22 22 (b)(e)3 

(a) Australian Democrats. (b) 1 National Party, 2 Independent Labor. (c) On3 February 1992 one ALP 
member became Independent Labor and representation became 21 ALP, 4 Other. 

ALP Australian Labor Party LP Liberal Party of Australia 
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At the general election held on 25 November 1989 there were forty-seven electorates 
represented in the House of Assembly. The table which follows shows the electoral 
returns for that election. 

House of Assembly: Party Representation, 1989 

Successful candidate 

First 
Electors Electors preference 

Electorate on roll voting Name Party votes 

Adelaide ...... 18,802 17,393 Armitage, M. LP 8,290 
Albert Park .... 21,304 20,190 Hamilton, K. ALP 10,572 
Alexandra ..... 22,125 21,055 Chapman, T. (a) LP 12,200 
Baudin ........ 22,364 21,009 Hopgood,D. ALP 9,809 
Bragg ......... 19,907 18,473 Ingerson, G. LP 11,585 
Briggs ........ 19,817 18,770 Rann,M. ALP 10,112 
Bright ........ 21,192 20,304 Matthew, W. LP 8,911 
Chaffey ....... 20,465 18,821 Arnold, P. LP 10,716 
Coles ......... 18,639 17,753 Cashmore, J. LP 9,851 
Custance ...... 18,461 17,545 Olsen, J. (b) LP 10,525 
Davenport ..... 19,508 18,460 Evans, S. LP 10,146 
Elizabeth ...... 16,299 15,337 Evans,M. IND.LABOR 5,884 
Eyre .......... 18,106 16,141 Gunn,G. LP 9,745 
Fisher . ....... 26,817 25,674 Such,B. LP 11,653 
Flinders ....... 18,316 17,338 Blacker,P. NP 8,241 
Florey ........ 23,348 22,327 Gregory,B. ALP 9,591 
Gilles ......... 17,834 16,993 McKee, C. ALP 8,177 
Goyder .. , .... 21,774 20,823 Meier, J. LP 12,641 
Hanson ....... 18,977 17,847 Becker, H. LP 9,130 
Hartley .. ..... 19,281 18,204 Groom, T. ALP (c) 8,371 
Hayward ...... 17,920 17,099 Brindal, M. LP 7,266 
Henley Beach .. 20,334 19,316 Ferguson, D. ALP 9,040 
Heysen ... , .. . 21,163 19,961 Wotton, D. LP 11,162 
Kavel ......... 22,164 21,179 Goldsworthy, R. (a) LP 11,560 
Light ......... 21,909 21,012 Eastick, R. LP 10,912 
Mawson ....... 22,884 21,710 Lenehan, S. ALP 10,484 
Mitcham ...... 19,537 18,212 Baker, S. LP 9,883 
Mitchell ....... 18,576 17,570 Holloway, P. ALP 8,187 
Morphett ...... 18,509 17,323 Oswald, J. LP 9,364 
Mount Gambier . 19,685 18,673 Allison, H. LP 12,394 
Murray Mallee . 19,977 18,987 Lewis, P. LP 11,774 
Napier ........ 19,075 17,858 Hemmings, T. ALP 10,300 
Newland ...... 22,208 21,295 Kotz,D. LP 8,989 
Norwood ...... 18,772 17,476 Crafter, G. ALP 7,499 
Peake ......... 19,533 18,267 Heron, V. ALP 8,965 
Playford ....... 19,626 18,609 Quirke,1. ALP 9,244 
Price ......... 19,836 18,701 DeLaine,M. ALP 10,813 
Ramsay ....... 24,328 22,988 Arnold,L. ALP 13,369 
Ross Smith .... 18,354 17,327 Bannon,J. ALP 9,902 
Semaphore .... 19,603 18,525 Peterson, N. IND.LABOR 7,210 
Spence ........ 19,985 18,762 Atkinson, M. ALP 9,762 
Stuart ......... 19,153 18,007 Hutchison, C. ALP 8,573 
Todd ......... 20,293 19,428 Klunder, J. ALP 8,822 
Unley ......... 19,254 17,858 Mayes, K. ALP 7,662 
Victoria ....... 20,125 19,061 Baker, D. LP 12,892 
Walsh ........ 18,480 17,461 Trainer, J. ALP 8,520 
Whyalla ....... 16,749 15,748 Bievins, F. ALP 7,806 

(a) By-elections for the seats of Alexandra and Kavel in May 1992, made vacant by the resignations of 
Hon. T. Chapman and Hon. R. Goldsworthy, were won by Hon. D.e. Brown (Liberal) and Mr J.W. Olsen 
(Liberal) respectively. 

(b) By-election for the seat of Custance in June 1990, made vacant by the resignation ofMr J. Olsen, was won 
byMr l. Venning (Liberal). 

(c) Independent Labor since 3 February 1992. 
ALP Australian Labor Party LP Liberal Party of Australia NP National Party 
IND. LABOR Independent Labor 
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The members of the Legislative Council at 19 June 1992 were as follows: 

Bruce, Hon. G.L. (ALP) Levy, Hon. J.A.W. (ALP) 
Burdett, Hon. J.c. (LP) Lucas, Hon. RI. (LP) 
Crothers, Hon. T. (ALP) Pfitzner, Hon. B. (LP) 
Davis, Hon. L.H. (LP) Pickles, Hon. C.A. (ALP) 
Dunn, Hon. H.P.K. (LP) Ritson, Hon. R.J. (LP) 
ElIiott, Hon. M.J. (AD) Roberts, Hon. RR (ALP) 
Feleppa, Hon. M.S. (ALP) Roberts, Hon. T.G. (ALP) 
Gilfillan, Hon. 1. (AD) Stefani, Hon. J.F. (LP) 
Griffin, Hon. K.T. (LP) Sumner, Hon. C.J. (ALP) 
Irwin, Hon. J.C. (ALP) Weatherill, Hon. G. (ALP) 
Laid1aw, Hon. D.V. (LP) Wiese, Hon. B.J. (ALP) 

Since the inception of responsible government in South Australia in 1856 nine 
referendums have been held-thefirstin 1896 and subsequent ones in 1898, 1899, 1911, 
1915, 1965, 1970, 1982 and 1991 - and twelve proposals have been submitted. 

Three proposals related to education (1896) of which only one was approved; three 
were constitutional (1898 and 1899) - all approved; one related to Parliamentary salaries 
(1911) - not approved; one related to bar-room closing hours (1915) - favoured 6 p.m. 
closing; one related to the establishment of a lottery (1965) - approved; one related to 
extended shopping hours in the metropolitan area (1970) - not approved; and one related 
to daylight saving (1982) - approved. The last referendum, held on 9 February 1991, 
asked House of Assembly electors 'Do you approve the Constitution (Electoral 
Redistribution) Amendment Bill 1991 1'. Of the 882,650 who voted, 649,906 voted 'Yes' 
and 197,244 voted 'No'. 

South Australia is represented in London by the Agent-General for South Australia, 
at South Australia House, 50 Strand, London. As official representative of the State, it 
is the function of the Agent-General to work in close cooperation with the High 
Commissioner for Australia; to keep the State Government informed of political and 
economic developments overseas; to promote industrial development and investment in 
South Australia; to encourage immigration to the State and to foster trade with the United 
Kingdom and other countries. 

The State Coat of Arms gazetted on 19 April 1984 replaced an earlier Coat of Arms 
conferred by King George V in 1936. 

The State Flag, which is flown from Government buildings, comprises the Blue 
Ensign with the State Badge in the fly. The State Badge is a drawing of a Piping Shrike 
or White Backed Magpie (Gymnorhina tibicell leuconota) standing on a staff of a gum 
tree. 

On 23 November 1964, the Government adopted Sturt's Desert Pea (Clianthus 
!ormosus) as the Floral Emblem of South Australia and the Hairy-Nosed or Plains 
Wombat (Lasiorhilllls latifrons) was adopted as the faunal emblem of the State on 
27 August 1970. 

Opal was adopted as the gemstone emblem on 15 August 1985. 

The official colours of South Australia are Red, Blue and Gold. 

3.4 PUBLIC CORPORATIONS 

A public corporation is defined, for statistical purposes, as a body (other than a local 
government authority or body whose receipts and payments are included in the public 
accounts of the Commonwealth, a State, or a Territory) created by or under legislation 
to carry out an activity or activities on behalf of a government, or a body in which a 
government has a controlling interest. 
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Most public corporations have independent powers for the recruitment of staff. All 
possess greater administrative and financial autonomy than government departments but 
there is a wide variation in the degree of autonomy accorded, in various aspects, to 
different authorities. 

Activities carried out by public corporations include tertiary education, hospital 
services, power supply, public transport, banking services, fire control, irrigation and 
drainage in rural areas, control and regulation of milk supply, slaughtering of animals 
for human consumption, housing development, off-course totalisators and lotteries, and 
investigation of problems relating to the development of mineral resources. 

In appropriate parts of this Year Book reference is made to the activities of most of 
the public corporations which operate in South Australia. 

3.5 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES 

Boundaries 

Functions 

At 30 June 1991, there were 119 local government authorities in South Australia. 
Each local government area is controlled by a Council consisting of members elected by 
residents and property owners and exercising powers under the Local Government Act 
1934. 

While around 99 per cent of the State's population resides within the 119 incorporated 
areas, only 15 per cent of the State is covered by them - the remaining parts are served 
by the Outback Areas Community Development Trust. 

Local government areas are defined by proclaimed boundaries. Changes to boun­
daries can be initiated by proposals of the councils affected, or by 10 per cent or more of 
electors in the council areas affected, or by 25 per cent or more of electors in the parts of 
the council areas affected. Panels constituted by the Local Government Association of 
South Australia oversee the preparation of reports on proposals and consultation with 
local communities. The panels also make recommendations as to whether proposals 
should be carried into effect. Polls of local electors must be held in respect of recom­
mendations about proposals if 10 per cent or more of electors petition within a fixed 
period. 

Most council areas contain wards which are essentially electoral districts. Ward 
boundaries are also defined by proclamation and must be reviewed at least every seven 
years to ensure that electors are adequately and fairly represented. 

Broadly speaking the role of councils is to act as: 

an elected accountable decision maker for the local community. This can 
include education, informing and leading the community in issues that 
have local impact. 

a provider, coordinator and information disseminator for facilities, 
programs and services at a local level; 

an upholder of standards set down in legislation e.g. the Building and 
Planning Act; 

a catalyst, facilitator and coordinator of local effort and organiser for 
external resources (i.e. grants); and 

an advocate and representative for the local community to other govern­
ments and the wider society. 
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Membership 

There are more than 45 Acts of State Parliament which prescribe the powers and 
authorities which each council exercises in the management of its area. The Local 
Government Act 1934 is the major legislation which affects local government. It 
prescribes the structure of councils, the timing and running of meetings, the voting 
procedures at local government elections, how councils can raise income and allocate 
their funds. Each council is constituted as a corporate body. 

Each council provides different services to meet the needs of their communities. 
Providing these services is part of the council's duty of representing and making decisions 
for the community. The most common services councils provide are libraries, road and 
footpath building and maintenance, environmental health services, traffic control, street 
lighting, street signs, street seats and trees, litter bins, public toilets, community halls, 
town planning, building and planning approvals, rubbish collection, aged care workers, 
citizenship ceremonies, information provision, parking inspection, dog control, main­
tenance of foreshores and jetties, playgrounds, playing fields and recreation parks. 
Services which are provided by some councils, depending on local needs and circumstan­
ces include recycling, swimming pools, child care, aged housing, electricity supply, 
immunisation, maintenance of cemeteries and community buses. Beyond this councils 
may, if they wish, provide other services and facilities. 

The local government electorate is represented by a council whose membership 
comprises a mayor or chairman, aldermen and councillors. The mayor or chairnlan is 
the principal member of the council. A mayor is elected by the area as a whole while a 
chairman is chosen from among the members of the council. The Mayor of the City of 
Adelaide is entitled to be called Lord Mayor. Aldermen are the representatives of the 
area as a whole and there may not be more aldermen than half the number of councillors. 
Councillors are elected by the electors ofthe area as representatives ofthe area as a whole, 
where there are no wards. In the case where wards exist, councillors are elected by the 
electors of those wards. 

Persons are eligible to nominate for local government office if they are an elector for 
the area, provided that they are not an undischarged bankrupt, liable to imprisonment, 
disqualified from holding public office, or an officer or employee of the counciL 
Furthermore, members of other councils and persons who have nominated for offices in 
other councils are also ineligible. A person elected to the office of mayor or alderman 
must have been a member of a council for at least twelve months. 

A member of council receives an annual allowance for expenses and reimbursement 
and other prescribed expenses. The allowances are fixed at the first meeting after an 
election and may not be less than $480 per annum or more than $1,975 per annum. 

A person of or above the age of majority may vote if he or she is an elector in the area 
for the House of Assembly, lives in the area and has lodged a declaration with the council, 
or is a ratepayer by virtue of being the sole owner or occupier of rateable propelty. A 
body corporate may be enrolled as an elector if it is a ratepayer by virtue of being the 
sole owner of rateable property. A group of persons is able to vote if all the members 
are ratepayers in respect of rateable property within the area, the members are joint 
owners or occupiers of the ratable property, and at least one member is not enrolled on 
the relevant voters role. 
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POPULATION 

4.1 POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 

Methods of estimating the population in a given area depend on the use to which such 
measures are to be put and the availability of information on which to base those 
estimates. Before 1971, the main measure of the population of South Australia was the 
census count. Since 1971, figures have been compiled on the basis of the estimated 
resident population of the State. The estimated resident population for Census dates is 
derived by adding estimates of Australians temporarily overseas and estimates of census 
under--enumeration to the count of persons at their usual place of residence. 

Measures of the estimated mean (average) resident population for a period are 
generally used when calculating rates (e.g. crude birth rates) for a period. Projections of 
estimates of future populations are based on sets of assumptions about population trends, 
and are important in forecasting and planning. 

The following table shows the number of persons in South Australia as counted by 
censuses to 1966 and the estimated resident population at census dates from 1971. 

Population(a) 

Average 
alll1ual il1crease 

Cel1sus date Males Females Persol1s Number Percellt 

1844 26 February ..... 9,686 7,680 17,366 
1846 26 February ..... 12,670 9,720 22,390 2,512 14.47 
1851 1 January ...... 35,302 28,398 63,700 8,262 36.90 
1855 31 March ....... 43,720 42,101 85,821 5,530 8.68 
1861 8 April ........ 65,048 61,782 126,830 6,835 7.96 
1866 26 March ....... 85,334 78,118 163,452 7,324 5.78 
1871 2 April ........ 95,236 90,189 185,425 4,395 2.69 
1876 26 March ....... 109,841 102,687 212,528 5,421 2.92 
1881 3 April ........ 145,113 130,231 275,344 12,563 5.91 
1891 5 April ........ 161,920 153,292 315,212 3,987 1.45 
1901 31 March ....... 180,485 177,861 358,346 4,313 1.37 
1911 3 April ........ 207,358 201,200 408,558 5,021 1.40 
1921 4 April ........ 248,267 246,893 495,160 8,660 2.12 
1933 30 June ......... 290,962 289,987 580,949 7,149 1.44 
1947 30 June ......... 320,031 326,042 646,073 4,652 0.80 
1954 30 June ......... 403,903 393,191 797,094 21,574 3.34 
1961 30 June ......... 490,225 479,115 969,340 24,607 3.09 
1966 30 June ......... 550,196 544,788 1,094,984 25,129 2.59 
1971 30 June (b) ...... 597,572 602,542 1,200,114 .. .. 
1976 30 June ......... 635,152 638,918 1,274,070 14,791 1.23 
1981 30 June ......... 653,940 664,829 1,318,769 8,940 0.70 
1986 30 June ......... 687,764 694,786 1,382,550 12,756 0.97 

(a) Excludes full-blood Aborigines before the 1966 Census. (b) Estimated resident population from 1971. 

The count of persons in South Australia (excluding Aborigines) had reached 17,366 
persons at the first census on 26 February 1844. In 1861, twenty-five years after the first 
settlers arrived, the count was 126,830 and this figure had more than doubled by the 
Census in 1881. By 1921 the Census counted almost half a million persons and the 
popUlation of South Australia was estimated to have reached a million in January 1963. 
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The population at 6 August 1992 was estimated to be 1,448,500 persons. Population 
projections indicate that South Australia's population will reach one and a half million 
in the mid-1990s. 

Between population censuses the number of persons is estimated by adding to the 
Census estimated resident population the recorded natural increase, net overseas migra­
tion gain and interstate movement involving a change in usual residence. The estimated 
resident population for South Australia at 31 December 1991 was 721,300 males, 
732,700 females, giving a total of 1,454,000 persons. 

Increases in the Estimated Resident Population 

Year ended Natural Total Rate 
30 June Males Females Persons increase increase of growth 

1986 687,800 694,800 1,382,600 9,230 12,897 0.83 
1987 692,000 700,000 1,392,000 9,035 11,604 0.68 
1988 697,100 706,800 1,404,000 8,490 14,101 0.86 
1989 703,900 714,300 1,418,200 8,663 16,392 1.01 
1990 709,900 720,800 1,430,700 8,281 14,474 0.88 
1991 717,900 729,200 1,447,200 p8,777 p17,591 1.15 

The estimated mean resident population for South Australia is calculated for the years 
ended 30 June and 31 December and these estimates are shown below. 

Estimated Mean Resident Population 

Year ended 30 June Year ended 31 December 

Year Males Females Persons Males Females Persons 

1986 684,400 692,400 1,376,800 687,500 694,900 1,382,400 
1987 689,900 697,400 1,387,300 692,100 700,300 1,392,400 
1988 694,600 703,600 1,398,200 697,400 707,100 1,404,500 
1989 700,800 710,800 1,411,600 703,900 714,300 1,418,200 
1990 706,900 717,600 1,424,500 710,300 721,200 1,431,400 
1991 714,000 725,100 1,439,100 p717,900 p729,200 pl,447,100 

The following table of intercensal population growth rates shows the effects of some 
important aspects of the development of the State, namely: 

(a) the net migration, especially of males, away from South Australia following the 
mineral discoveries in other States in the 1880s and early 1890s; 

(b) the slow growth during the economic depression of the 1930s when natural 
increase fell to a particularly low level; and 

(c) the high rate of migration in the post 1939-45 War period up to 1960. 

The State's rate of population increase was slower than the Australian rate in every 
period from 1881 to 1947. From 1947 the steep rise in the rate of net migration enabled 
an above-average growth rate to be achieved and this was maintained until 1966. Since 
1966 however, the State's growth rate has been generally below the Australian rate. 
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Period 

1861- 71 
1871-81 
1881- 91 

Intercensal Compound Annual Population Growth Rates 
South Australia and Australia, 1861-1991 (a) 

Per cellt growth rate per alllllllll 

South Australia (b) 

".0 _ •. ·• .• •• ' ., ••••••••• 3.88 
" ....... ...... .. .... . .. 4.03 
.... ........ . .. ....... . . 1.36 

1891-1901 .. . .. .. .. . ..... ....... 1.29 
1901-11 .... . ... . ....... .. ,., ... 1.32 
1911- 21 ... .. ..... . . ....... .. ... 1.94 
1921- 33 " •• 0 ,., ••• • •• •••••• ••• • 1.32 
1933--47 ... . ..... . . .. .......... . 0.76 
1947-54 •••••• • •••••• •• • , • •• •• 0. 3.05 
1954--61 ... .. ..... .. . .. . ' ..... .. 2.83 
1961-66 .. . . - ........... .... . ... 2.47 
1966-71 ...... .. ................ 1.85 
1971- 76 ••• ••••• ••• • • •••• ••• . ,,0 1.20 
1976- 81 ... . ... . ..... ..... .. . ... 0.69 
1981-86 ..... . .... .. ...... . ..... 0.95 
1986-91 ..... ............. ...... 0.92 

(a) Estimated resident population from 1971. (b) Includes Northern Territory before 1881. 

ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION IN AGE GROUPS, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1986 AND JUNE 1991 

Males Age group Females 
(years) 

r4 85+ El 
80-84 l::::s ' 

~ 75-79 L---J 0 199 1 
70-74 

65-69 0 1986 
60-64 
55-59 
50-54 

45-49 
40-44 

35-39 
L . 30-34 

25-29 

20-24 
15-19 
10-14 
5-9 

0-4 

Australia 

n.a. 
l1.a. 

3.51 
1.74 
1.67 
2.01 
1.65 
0.96 
2.46 
2.26 
2.00 
2.41 
1.44 
1.24 
1.43 
1.54 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 I 0 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Percent Per cent 

Details of the age distribution of the population are of particular importance because 
they reveal changes which have occurred over time in the age structure and supply basic 
material for the calculation of fertility, mortality and annuity rates and the probabjUties 
of survival. 
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Projections 
of the 
population 

Further 
references 

Population projections have been prepared using the cohort-component method, i.e. 
a base population in single years of age is brought forward year by year by applying 
assumptions about future levels of fertility, mortality and migration. 

These assumptions lead to a range of projections for the State, e.g. under Series A the 
population is projected to reach 1,817,200 by 2031, under Series D 1,624,900. 

Projected Population (Including Migration)(a) 
('000) 

At 30lllne Series A Series B Series C 

1996 ............... 1,522.3 1,519.6 1,518.5 
2001 ..... , ......... 1,581.9 1,574.3 1,572.0 
2006 ............... 1,633.5 1,620.0 1,617.6 
2011 ............... 1,678.8 1,658.9 1,656.8 
2016 ............... 1,720.4 1,693.9 1,692.1 
2021 ..... , ......... 1,758.8 1,725.3 1,12,3.1 
2026 ............... 1,791.9 1,751.1 1,747.5 
2031 ..... , ......... 1,817.2 1,768.9 1,763.2 

(a) Based on final estimated resident population at 30 June 1989. 

Series D 

1,514.5 
1,553.2 
1,580.8 
1,601.1 
1,616.6 
1,627.3 
1,630.8 
1,624.9 

The following table indicates that for all series the proportion of the population aged 
under 15 is projected to decrease significantly while the proportion 65 and over increases. 

Projected Age Group Proportions (Including Migration) 
(Per cent) 

Age group 
(years) At 30lllne Series A Series B Series C Series D 

0-14 2011 '" ........ 17.18 17.07 16.31 16.05 
2031 . '" ....... 15.55 15.39 14.56 14.16 

15-64 2011 ........... 68.18 68.13 68.86 68.74 
2031 ........... 62.26 61.94 62.57 61.65 

65 and over 2011 ........... 14.64 14.80 14.83 15.21 
2031 . " ........ 22.19 22.67 22.87 24.19 

Additional information may be found in the following ABS publications: 

2466.0 

2474.0 
3101.0 
3201.4 
3204.4 

3222.0 

4102.4 

Persons and Dwellings in Local Government Areas, Statistical Local Areas 
and Urball Centres, South Australia 

Profile of Legal Local Government Areas, South Australia 
Australian Demographic Statistics 
Estimated Resident Population ill Statistical Local Areas, South Australia 
Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex in Statistical Local Areas, 

South Australia 
Projections of the Population of Australian States and Territories 1989-

2031 
Accommodatiollfor the Aged, South Australia, 1985 

4.2 THE CENSUS 

Early 'musters' Population returns in one form or another have existed from a very early period in the 
history of Australia. The earliest enumerations were known as 'musters', and although 
the actual results of very few of them have been preserved, it is probable that during the 
early days of colonisation they were of frequent occurrence. The first official 'muster' 
was taken in 1788 soon after the settlement of Sydney Cove. 
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The first regular census in Australia was taken in New South Wales in November 
1828, and included the population of Moreton Bay (in what is now Queensland). This 
census sought details of the names, ages and civil conditions of the inhabitants. The first 
recognised census in South Australia was taken in 1844. The 1881 Census was the first 
census taken simultaneously in all the States of Australia and formed part of the first 
simultaneous census of the British Empire. 

Under the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act of 1900, 'Census and 
Statistics' became Commonwealth Government functions and with the passing of the 
empowering legislation, the Censlls and Statistics Act 1905 (Cwlth), all censuses of 
Australia have been taken under the authority of this Act. The first Australian census 
collected under the Act was that of 1911; subsequent censuses were taken in 1921, 1933, 
1947, 1954, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986 and 1991. 

The census is intended to count all people and dwellings in Australia. In 1986, for 
the first time, the census was extended to include people in Australia's external territories: 
Cocos (Keeling), Christmas and Norfolk Islands. 

Diplomatic representatives of other governments and their staff and families having 
diplomatic immunity in accordance with international practice are excluded from cen­
suses. Up to and including the 1966 Census, full-blood Aborigines were also excluded 
under the provisions of Section 127 of the Constitution, but following the results of a 
referendum held in 1967 this was repealed and full-blood Aborigines have been included 
in censuses since 1971. 

The census is taken using a household form delivered to every private dwelling 
seeking information about all inhabitants and the dwelling. The census count includes 
babies born at or before midnight on Census day and excludes persons dying before 
midnight on Census day. Private dwellings include houses, flats, maisonettes, 
townhouses and caravans in caravan parks. Census forms are also delivered to ships in 
port or which will be travelling between Australian ports on Census day; and to 
non-private dwellings such as boarding schools, gaols, hotels and motels, hospitals and 
nursing homes. 

Dwellings excluded from census results are those occupied by accredited persons 
having diplomatic immunity. Dwellings occupied solely by full-blood Aborigines also 
were excluded at censuses before 1971. 

The twelfth Census of PopUlation and Housing was conducted in 1991 with Census 
night on Tuesday 6 August. 

In January 1988 the ABS released a publication Preliminary ABS Views on the Content 
of the 1986 Censlls (2171.0) and called for public submissions on these views. The 
analysis of written submissions and discussions with various user groups indicated that 
there was strong support for a 1991 Census with similar contents and procedures to the 
1986 Census. 

In 1989 the Commonwealth Government approved a 1991 Census similar to that of 
1986 with the major differences being the exclusion of questions on year of first marriage 
(duration of marriage), whether married more than once, issue (number of children ever 
born), ancestry (ethnic origin) and reason dwelling unoccupied. 

There were forty-three questions on the 1991 Census Household Form, thirty-nine 
related to personal characteristics and four to household or dwelling characteristics. Up 
to forty-six responses were reqnired from each person. 

The census form was designed so that responses marked by householders could be 
read by optical mark recognition (OMR) technology. The questions requiring written 
responses e.g. occupation, were coded using a computer assisted coding system 
developed for census processing. The first counts for South Australia from the 1991 
Census were released on 14 February 1992. 
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4.3 POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

Geographical 
distribution 

The Australian Standard Geographical Classification divides the State into seven 
statistical divisions. Each of these is further divided into statistical subdivisions which 
consist of a number of statistical local areas. 

In South Australia the statistical local areas are the same as local government areas 
with the exception of the local government area of Enfield which is divided into two 
statistical local areas. Estimated resident populations for these areas are prepared 
annually. However, the data shown in this section are census counts at place of 
enumeration i.e. where people were on census night. The Census counts for statistical 
divisions and subdivisions at 30 June 1981, 1986 and 1991 are shown in the following 
table. 

Census Counts of Statistical Divisions and Subdivisions(a) 

Statistical Division and Subdivision 

Adelaide: 
Northern ..................... . 
Western ...................... . 
Eastern ...................... . 
Southern ..................... . 

Total Adelaide .............. . 

Outer Adelaide: 
Barossa ...................... . 
Kangaroo Island ............... . 
Onkaparinga .................. . 
Fleurieu ...................... . 

Total Outer Adelaide . ........ . 

Yorke and Lower North: 
Yorke ....................... . 
Lower North .................. . 

Total Yorke and Lower North '" 

Murray Lands: 
Riverland ..................... . 
Murray Mallee ................ . 

Total Murray Lands . ......... . 

SouthEast: 
Upper South East .............. . 
Lower South East .............. . 

Total South East 

Eyre: 
Lincoln ...................... . 
West Coast ................... . 

Total Eyre .................. . 

1981 

270,169 
207,311 
206,863 
246,931 

931,274 

28,507 
3,515 

18,385 
16,788 

67,195 

21,365 
18,232 

39,597 

32,089 
29,249 

61,338 

18,871 
40,148 

59,019 

26,255 
6,891 

33,146 

Persons at Census date 

1986 

288,398 
208,393 
210,057 
270,873 

977,721 

32,357 
3,923 

21,715 
20,210 

78,205 

22,831 
18,800 

41,631 

33,096 
30,274 

63,370 

18,808 
41,443 

60,251 

26,935 
6,709 

33,644 

1991p 

311,180 
206,137 
212,031 
294,269 

1,023,617 

36,974 
3,903 

24,949 
23,433 

89,257 

23,150 
18,705 

41,857 

34,217 
31,061 

65,278 

18,472 
41,366 

59,836 

25,603 
6,363 

31,969 
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Census Counts of Statistical Divisions and Subdivisions(a) (contillued) 

Persons at Census date 

Statistical Divisioll alld Subdivision 1981 1986 1991p 

Northern: 
Whyalla ....................... 31,410 27,746 26,242 
Pirie .......................... 28,511 27,431 26,950 
Flinders Ranges ............. ... 23,896 23,947 22,853 
Far North ...................... 8,696 9,715 12,276 

Total Northem ............... 92,513 88,839 88,319 

Migratory ................... , .. 951 2,284 520 

Total State •••••.••••••••• 1,285,033 1,345,945 1,400,655 

(a) Some boundaries have been adjusted because of local government area boundary changes. See Estimated 
Residelll Population in Statistical Local Areas (3201.4). 

Census Counts in Statistical Local Areas, Adelaide Statistical Division(a) 

STATISTICAL DIVISION 
Subdivision alld 
statistical local area 

ADELAIDE ................... . 

Northern ..................... . 
Elizabeth (C) ................. . 
Enfield (C) Pt A .............. . 
Gawler(M) .................. . 
Munno Para (C) .............. . 
Salisbury (C) ................. . 
Tea Tree Gully (C) ............ . 

Western ...................... . 
Enfield (C) Pt B .............. . 
Henley and Grange (C) ......... . 
Hindmarsh (M) ............... . 
Port Adelaide (C) ............. . 
Thebarton (M) ................ . 
West Torrens (C) ............. . 
Woodville (C) ................ . 
Unincorporated ............... . 

Eastern ....................... . 
Adelaide (C) ................. . 
Burnside (C) ................. . 
Campbelltown (C) ............ . 
East Torrens (DC) ............. . 
Kensington and Norwood (C) .... . 
Payneharn (C) ................ . 
Prospect (C) ................. . 
St Peters (M) ................. . 
Stirling (DC) ................. . 
Unley(C) ................... . 
Walkerville (M) .............. . 

Southern ..................... . 
Brighton (C) ................. . 
Glenelg (C) .................. . 
Happy Valley (C) ............. . 
Marion (C) .................. . 
Mitcham (C) ................. . 
Noarlunga (C) ................ . 
Willunga (DC) ............... . 

1981 

931,660 

270,555 
32,528 
49,969 
10,617 
23,753 
86,433 
67,255 

207,311 
16,828 
15,519 
7,593 

35,430 
9,208 

45,099 
77,634 

206,863 
12,656 
37,593 
43,084 

5,152 
8,950 

16,502 
18,591 
8,458 

13,193 
35,844 
6,840 

246,931 
19,441 
13,306 
19,825 
66,551 
60,309 
60,806 
6,693 

(a) Estimates are for boundaries existing at 6 August 1991. 

Persons at Census date 

1986 

977,721 

288,398 
30,614 
47,111 
12,488 
27,729 
96,618 
73,838 

I 991p 

1,023,617 

311,180 
28,958 
45,278 
15,065 
31,901 

106,011 
83,969 

208,393 206,137 
16,417 16,225 
14,752 14,207 
7,847 8,098 

37,319 38,232 
8,533 7,702 

43,639 42,862 
79,886 78,814 

Included with Port Adelaide (C) 

210,057 
14,157 
37,198 
43,352 

5,748 
8,947 

15,813 
18,299 
8,280 

15,255 
36,195 
6,813 

270,873 
18,899 
13,+48 
28,428 
69,672 
61,213 
69,612 
9,801 

212,031 
14,845 
37,637 
43,517 

6,503 
8,803 

15,329 
18,601 
8,141 

16,185 
35,693 
6,775 

294,269 
18,423 
12,957 
34,701 
73,944 
60,941 
80,882 
12,424 

(C) Municipality with city status (DC) District Council (M) Municipality 
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Urban centres 
and rural 
localities 

Population in 
other urban 
centres 

Census counts are available for urban centres and rural localities. These consist of 
one or more adjoining census collection districts with urban characteristics (based on 
Lillge criteria). Urban centres are defined as population clusters of 1,000 or more people 
(including known holiday resorts of smaller size) and rural localities are defined as 
popUlation clusters of between 200 and 999 people. Between 1986 and 1991 most urban 
centres beyond the Adelaide Statistical Division experienced population growth. This 
was most evident in towns within 100 kilometres of Adelaide. In the 'Iron Triangle', 
Port Augusta continued to expand, Port Pirie increased slightly and Why alIa declined. 

Cellsus 

1966 .............. . 
1971 .............. . 
1976 .............. . 
1981 .............. . 
1986 .............. . 
1991 P ............. . 

Persons in Urban and Rural Areas 

Urball 

Adelaide (a) Other (b) 

728,279 
809,482 
857,196 
882,520 
917,000 
960,928 

174,964 
183,187 
198,777 
207,934 
221,036 
235,092 

Rural 

190,167 
179,148 
187,546 
193,628 
205,625 
204,637 

Total 
(illcludillg 
migratory) 

1,094,984 
1,173,707 
1,244,756 
1,285,033 
1,345,945 
1,400,655 

(a) Urban Adelaide is a subset of the Adelaide Statistical Division. (b) 'Other Urban' comprises clusters of 1,000 
or more persons and a number of holiday resorts which are regarded as urban on a dwelling density basis. 

A large proportion (84 per cent) of South Australia's popUlation is located in the 
capital city. This is high compared with the three eastern States of New South Wales, 
Victoria and Queensland. In each of these States, there are at least six centres outside 
the capital city with a popUlation in excess of 20,000, whereas in South Australia the 
only such centres are Whyalla and Mount Gambier. 

Persons in Urban Centres(a) 

Urball celltre 1986 1991p Urban celltre 1986 1991p 

Adelaide ............ 917,000 955,694 Millicent ............ 5,075 5,118 
Aldinga Beach . . . . . . . 3,041 3,541 Moonta .......... ' ... 2,199 2,723 
Angaston ............ 1,823 1,819 Mount Barker ....... , 5,370 6,239 
Ardrossan ...... ..... 963 1,008 Mount Gambier ...... 20,813 21,155 
Balaklava ........... 1,365 1,439 Murray Bridge ....... 11,893 12,725 
Barmera ............. 1,912 1,859 Naime .............. 889 1,346 
Berri ............... 3,502 3,733 Naracoorte .......... 4,636 4,711 
Bordertown .......... 2,318 2,235 Nuriootpa ........... 3,209 3,321 
Burra ............... 1,187 1,191 Penola .............. 1,222 1,147 
Ceduna .. .... ....... 2,877 2,753 Peterborough ........ 2,239 2,138 
Clare .. ..... ... ..... 2,591 2,575 Port Augusta ........ 15,291 14,595 
CooberPedy . , ....... 2,103 2,491 Port Elliot ........... 1,050 1,203 
Crafers-Bridgewater ... 11,222 11,887 Port Lincoln ......... 11,552 11,345 
Crystal Brook ... ..... 1,294 1,282 Port Pirie ........... 13,960 14,110 
Gawler .............. 11,354 13,832 Quom .............. 1,079 1,056 
Goolwa ., ........... 2,359 3,018 Renmark ............ 3,489 4,256 
Hahndorf ............ 1,688 1,661 RoxbyDowns . ...... 492 2,378 
Jamestown ........... 1,372 1,359 Strathalbyn .......... 1,924 2,623 
Kadina .............. 3,263 3,536 TailemBend ......... 1,542 1,502 
Kapunda .......... ,. 1,622 1,980 Tanunda . , . . . . . . . ... 2,856 3,087 
Keith .......... ..... 1,189 1,176 TumbyBay ......... 996 1,147 
Kingscote ........... 1,403 1,443 Victor Harbor ........ 5,318 5,930 
Kingston (SE) ........ 1,367 1,425 Waikerie., .......... 1,593 1,748 
Leigh Creek ......... 1,967 1,378 Wallaroo., .......... 2,224 2,465 
Lobethal , ........... 1,580 1,521 Whyalla .... , ....... 26,900 25,527 
Loxton .............. 3,372 3,322 Willunga ............ 826 1,164 
Maitland . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,103 1,066 Woodside ........... 853 1,085 
Mannum .... .. , ..... 2,056 2,025 Woomera , .......... 1,805 1,600 
McLaren Vale ........ 1,196 1,473 

(a) See text for definition of 'urban', The figures are census counts, 
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The South Australian Year Book 1992 provides summary infonnation on the charac­
teristics of the population obtained from the 1986 Population Census. A listing of infonnation 
produced from the 1986 Census is contained in the Catalogue ojPublicatiolls and Products 
(1101.0). Infonnation to be produced from the 1991 Census is also listed in this publication. 
The South Australiall Year Book 1994 will contain a major article on results from the 1991 
Census. 

4.4 MIGRATION 

Overseas 
arrivals and 
departures 

Under the Constitution, the Commonwealth makes laws governing migration. Persons 
wishing to enter Australia as permanent settlers must either: 

(a) have a spouse or fiance, or parents, children, brothers or sisters, aunts or uncles 
legally resident in Australia who can sponsor them; 

(b) be refugees or in other special humanitarian need; or 

(c) have skills or personal qualities which will benefit Australia. 

New Zealanders may enter Australia without prior authority if they hold a valid New 
Zealand passport. 

The following table gives details for 1991 of overseas arrivals who gave South 
Australia as their State of intended residence and people leaving for overseas who gave 
South Australia as their State of residence. Long-tenn refers to an intended stay of more 
than twelve months, and short-term as less than twelve months. 

Overseas Arrivals and Departures: Category of Traveller, 1991 

Category of traveller Males Females Total 

ARRIVALS 

Permanent settlers ................. 2,703 2,730 5,433 
Long-term: 
Australian residents ............ ,. \,6\8 1,803 3,421 
Overseas visitors ................. 1,290 1,105 2,395 

Total penllanent alld IOllg-term 5,611 5,638 11,249 

Short-term: 
Australian residents .............. 54,064 49,556 103,620 
Overseas visitors ................. 29,809 29,240 59,049 

Total arrivals (a) .............. 89,484 84,434 173,918 

DEPARTURES 

Permanent ....................... 791 792 1,583 
Long-term: 

Australian residents ............ ,. 1,799 1,781 3,580 
Overseas visitors ................. 895 750 1,645 

Total permanent and long-tenn 3,485 3,323 6,808 

Short-term: 
Australian residents .............. 57,952 52,562 110,514 
Overseas visitors ................. 33,011 32,342 65,353 

Total departures .............. 94,448 88,227 182,675 

(a) Since all movements with a duration of stay of less than one year are sampled, some figures have been 
rounded, so that totals may not exactly match the sum of their parts. 
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Visitors 

Overseas 
students 

Temporary 
residents 

Citizenship 

Further 
references 

Overseas residents are allowed to visit Australia for short periods for tourism, 
business, to see relatives or friends, or for pre-arranged medical treatment. Visitors are 
not to undertake a job or formal study while in Australia, and must leave at the end of 
their authorised period of stay. 

Australia accepts foreign students and trainees in order to help build a strong and 
competitive international education and services sector. This also enables students and 
trainees to acquire skills and qualifications of benefit to themselves and their countries. 
Some are sponsored by their governments while others are private students. 

Permanent residents are given first priority for employment, but temporary residence 
may be granted to people from overseas, who possess expertise not available here to 
enable them to engage in pre-arranged specialised activities. Persons seeking temporary 
residence for longer than twelve months are required to meet the health and character 
requirements which apply to permanent settlers. 

The status of 'Australian Citizen' was created under the Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1948 (Cwlth), which came into force on 26 January 1949. The relevant Act is now 
the Australian Citizenship Act 1948 (Cwlth) and under its provision all migrants, 
regardless of origin, are required to satisfy uniform requirements for the granting of 
citizenship. Citizenship is normally conferred at ceremonies conducted by local govern­
ment authorities throughout the State. 

Additional information may be found in the following ABS publications: 

3101.0 
3401.0 
3402.0 
3404.0 

Australian Demographic Statistics (Quarterly) 
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (Monthly) 
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (Quarterly) 
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (Annual) 

4.5 BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

Current legislation on compulsory registration of births and deaths is contained in the 
Births, Deaths alld Marriages Registration Act 1966 which came into operation on 1 
January 1968. The administration of the Act is the responsibility of the Principal 
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

The Principal Registrar maintains a register of all live births and of all deaths registered 
in the State. The current legislation does not require still births to be registered, but it 
provides for a 'Medical Certificate of Cause of Perinatal Death' to be filled in and 
forwarded to the Principal Registrar by the attending medical practitioner in respect of a 
'child not born alive of at least twenty weeks gestation or four hundred grams weight'. 
The 'perinatal' certificates are also required from attending medical practitioners for 
children dying within twenty-eight days of birth. 

The birth of each live-born child is required to be registered by a parent within sixty 
days of the date of birth. Registration of a live birth after the expiration of sixty days 
following the date of birth requires the payment of a fee and a declaration in a form 
prescribed by the Act. 

A death must be registered within fourteen days of the date of death by the occupier 
of the building or place in which the death occurred. Special provisions and penalties 
exist for the late registration of a death. A body may not be buried unless the undertaker 
is in possession of a 'Notice of signing of Medical Certificate of Cause of Death' signed 
by a medical practitioner or of an order by a coroner for burial, and the undertaker is 
required within seven days of the disposal of the body to notify the Principal Registrar 
of such disposal. 
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In accordance with international practice, statistics for a period are on the basis of the 
births and deaths which were registered during that period. However, numbers registered 
in a period usually differ from the number of occurrences in the same period and, mainly 
because of the longer period allowed for registration, such variations generally are more 
apparent in birth than in death figures. In this section, unless otherwise stated, details of 
births are on the basis of State of usual residence of the mother and details of deaths are 
on the basis of State of usual residence of the deceased, regardless of where in Australia 
the event occurred. 

In the following tables births to mothers usually resident in South Australia which 
took place overseas are excluded, while births to mothers usually resident overseas that 
occurred in South Australia are included. Similarly, deaths of South Australian residents 
which occurred overseas are excluded, and deaths of persons usually resident overseas 
that occurred in South Australia are included. 

The South Australian crude birth rate (number of births per thousand of mean estimated 
resident popUlation) during 1990 was 13.8 compared with the Australian rate of 15.4. 

Live Births 

Live births registered 

Total 
live births Sex 

Year occurred (a) Total Rate (b) Males Females ratio (c) 

1986 .......... 19,623 19,741 14.4 9,930 9,811 101.2 
1987 ........... 19,145 19,235 13.8 9,896 9,339 106.0 
1988 ........... 19,247 19,155 13.6 9,917 9,238 107.4 
1989 ........... 19,489 19,610 13.8 10,152 9,458 107.3 
1990 ........... 19,609 19,863 13.8 10,170 9,693 104.9 

(a) Figures are subject to the addition of late registrations, particularly for 1990. (b) Number per 1,000 of 
mean estimated resident population. (c) Nnmber of male births per 100 female births. 

Age-specific birth rates are the live births registered during the year according to 
age of mother per 1,000 of the female resident popUlation. 

Age-specific Birth Rates and Total Fertility 

Age group (years) 

Total 
fertility 

Year 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 (a) 

1971 (b) 42.4 166.3 139.6 70.1 33.3 9.5 0.6 2,309 
1976 (b) 29.6 126.5 137.4 59.2 17.3 4.2 0.3 1,886 
1981 (b) 26.3 104.2 139.6 65.0 18.8 3.1 0.2 1,785 
1986 (b) .... 21.3 90.1 136.5 79.6 21.5 3.4 0.2 1,763 
1987 19.9 81.9 134.0 80.4 22.8 3.7 0.1 1,714 
1988 20.1 76.8 130.1 83.1 25.3 3.1 0.2 1,693 
1989 21.2 76.2 129.5 86.1 27.4 3.7 0.1 1,719 
1990 21.6 73.7 129.2 89.5 27.3 4.3 0.2 1,729 

(a) The number of children 1,000 women would bear during their lifetimes if they experience the rates of the 
year shown. (b) Census year. 

There has been a decline in age-specific birth rates for women aged under 30 years from 
the early 1970s. Age-specitic birth rates for women aged 30 years and over decreased from 
1961 until the late 1970s but have since increased slightly. These figures reflect the tendency 
to smaller families and the later median age of first nuptial confinements. 
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Confinements 
and nuptiality 

Confmements are the number of pregnancies resulting in at least one live birth. Multiple 
confinements are those resulting in two or more births, at \east one of which is live-born. 

Live births are identified as nuptial where the father registered was married to the mother 
at the time of birth, or where the husband died during pregnancy. Confinements and children 
of Aboriginal mothers considered to be tribally married ' are classified as nuptial . Other 
confinements, and the children resulting from them, are classified as ex-nuptial whether or 
not the parents were living together at the time of birth and whether or not the child may 
subsequently have been legitimised or adopted. 

Births 
25000 

'-
20000 '-

15000 

10000 

5000 

0 
1970 

NUMBER OF BIRTHS BY NUPTIALITY 

Total births 

~ 
Total nuptial 

First nuptial 

Births 
25000 

20000 

15000 

10000 

5000 Ex-nuptial _ 
~-

1975 1980 

Year 

1985 
o 

1990 

Confinements: Nuptiality and Plurality by Age Group of Mother, 1990 

Age of lIIother (years) 

UI/der 40 Ql/d Total 
PartiCIIlars 20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 over (a) 

NUMBER 

Nupti al: 
Single .. . . . 199 2,436 6,387 4,421 1,226 189 14,858 
Twins . . . .......... 2 23 77 89 27 2 220 
Triplets or higher order 4 5 9 

Total ..... 201 2,459 6,468 4,515 1,253 191 15,087 

Ex-nuptial : 
Single ... . .. .. ... . . 966 1,635 1,028 574 216 32 4,452 
Twins or higher order . 5 15 12 5 3 2 42 

Total . . . . . ...... . 971 1,650 1,040 579 219 34 4,494 

Total confinements 1,172 4,109 7,508 5,094 1,472 225 19,581 

PERCENT 

Total nuptial 17.2 59.8 86.1 88.6 85. 1 84.9 77.0 
Total ex-nuptial ...... 82.8 40.2 13.9 11.4 14.9 15.1 23.0 

(a) Includes not stated. 



Gross and net 
reproduction rates 

POPULA TlON 55 

Since 1960 there has been a marked increase in the number and rate of ex-nuptial births. 
For the previous forty years, the rate remained relatively steady at about three per hundred 
live births, but in recent years the rate has increased sharply, reaching a record level of 21.6 
per hundred live births in 1990. 

The gross reproduction rate is an indication of the number of live females that can be 
expected to be born to a woman through her child-bearing years. 

The net reproduction rate, which is a measure of the degree to which the population 
can replace itself, is derived from the gross reproduction rate by taking into account the 
females who fail to survive to the end of their child-bearing period. 

The following table shows a general decline in the net reproduction rate. The current 
level is lower than the point at which women produce only one female child to take their 
place in the reproductive cycle and, excluding the impact of migration, if this trend 
continues, zero population growth will be reached ultimately and the population will 
begin to decline. It should be realised, however, that this is not a forecast of what can 
be anticipated but only a hypothetical projection of what will happen if the given 
conditions upon which it has been based continue to apply. 

Gross and Net Reproduction Rates 

Year 

1971 (a) .. .. .... . .... .. . 
1976 (a) ... .. . .. . . . ... . . 
1981 (a) ... • • •. ... . . . ••. 
1986 (a) ... . . . . ....... . . . 
1987 . ...... . .. .. . .. .. . . 
1988 .. .... .. ... . ... . . . . 
1989 .... ... .. . ... .. . . . . 
1990 . . . ... .... .. .. . . . . . 

(a) Census year. 

Rate 
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Mortality experiellce 
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Age of parents 
and duration of 
marriage 

Deaths 

For more than twenty years there has been an increasing trend in both the median age 
of parents and the duration of marriage for all first nuptial confinements. 

The median age of mother for first nuptial confinements increased from 23.1 years in 
1970 to 27.6 years in 1990, while the median age of mother for all confinements rose 
from 25.2 years to 28.8 years. 

The median age of father for all nuptial confinements increased from 28.9 years to 
31.1 years in the same period. 

In 1970 the median duration of marriage for first nuptial confinements was 1.61 years, 
but in 1990 had risen to 2.80 years. 

For ex-nuptial confinements the median age of mother fell from 21.2 years in 1970 
to 20.5 years in 1973 but since then has shown an upward trend to 23.7 years in 1990. 

Median Age and Duration of Marriage 
(Years) 

Particulars 1988 1989 

Median age of mother: 
Nuptial first confinements 27.2 27.4 
All nuptial confinements ......... 28.4 28.6 
Ex-nuptial confinements ......... 23.2 23.4 

All confinements .............. 27.7 27.9 

Median age of father: 
Nuptial confinements ............ 30.7 30.9 

Median duration of marriage: 
Nuptial first confinements ........ 2.8 2.8 

1990 

27.6 
28.8 
23.7 

28.1 

31.1 

2.8 

The 10,938 deaths of South Australian residents registered during 1990 represented 
a crude death rate of 7.6 per thousand of mean population. Although crude death rates 
in excess of 16.0 were recorded in the 1860s, the rate has not exceeded 9.0 since 1956. 
Other fluctuations in the number of deaths and the crude death rate over time can be seen 
in the Statistical Summary. 

Deaths 

Numbers registered Crude death rate (a) 

Year Males Females Persons Males Females Persons 

1986 .......... 5,556 4,772 10,328 8.1 6.9 7.5 
1987 · ......... 5,754 4,777 10,531 8.3 6.8 7.6 
1988 .......... 5,793 4,897 10,690 8.3 6.9 7.6 
1989 · ,. , ...... 6,094 5,254 11,348 8.6 7.3 8.0 
1990 · . . . . . . . . . 5,833 5,105 10,938 8.1 7.1 7.6 

(a) Number of deaths per 1,000 of mean estimated resident population. 

In recent years male deaths have significantly outnumbered female deaths for persons 
aged less than 80 years, while for ages in excess of 80 the num ber of female deaths has 
been much higher. This is a reflection of the age and sex distribution of the population 
which has resulted mainly from the greater longevity experienced by females in the 
population. 
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