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COMMCNWEALTH BUREAU OF CEHSlUS AND STATISTICS
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA

To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and FOT to be pub 1ahed, broadcast 6r ¢abled
before NOON on FRIDAY, 30TH OCPOBER, 1959. . :

3

INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 1959

1. Variations in retail prices as measured by tha Interim Ketail Price Index
for the six State capital citios of Australia are shown herein.
2. This Interim Retail Price Index, instituted in March, 1954 with post-war

waights (and components, is Ppublished quarterly and is deseridbed in "lLabour Report"
a BO 46 1958 ie

3. Seasonal fluctuations in prices of potatoes and onions waterially affect
the movement of the Aggregato All Groups Index. An All Groups Index which excludes
potatoes and oniona ia showm herein in comparison with that caloulated in the custome.ry
manner.

¢ 4. An analysis for each capital city of the approximate effect of price
movements of potatoes and onions ig shown hereunder and aimilar information for the
.. woighted average of the six capital cities can be derived fTom Tsable 3 on Page 4.

. Tntorim Index Polnts (Bage for each ci‘y i Year 1952-53 = 100)
‘ Exalud- |Capulative Exolud- [cunulative Exclng.|cumulative
: Movement ~ | Movement 1 Novement
& ing due to | /88Te-f ing dus to | AggTe-{ 1ng due to |‘BETO-
Period (Potatoes éate | Potatoes gate | Potatoes| . gate
. Potatoes Potatoes X Poatatoes
and and All and and Axl and and All
& o?éi;)ms Onione Groups Ozac)ms Oniona Groups Olajns Onions Groups
, (a) {a) s
SYDNEY MELBOURNE BRI SBANE
1955- Sept.] 104.1 + 0.5 [104.6 | 105.1 + 0.7 | 105.8 § 104.6 + 1.0 | 10567 "
Deo. 104.8 + 0.6 |105.4F 107.3 +1.0 | 108.3 | 105.4 + 0.6 | 106.0 4
1956~ March | 105.3 + 0.9 |108.2] 109.4 + 1.0 | 110.4 | 105.8 + 1.5 | 107.3 L‘
June 107 .0 + 1.5 [108.5) 111.6 + 1.7 [ 113.3 107.7 +1.8 [ 10%.5
Sept.| 1§1.2 + 2.8 [114.01 112.3 ¥ 3,4 {115.7 108.7 + 3.2 | 111.9
Dac. 112.6 + 1.2 113,81 113.1 + 2.4 | 115.5 109.5 + 1.7 | 111.2 A
‘ 1957- Marﬁh 1?307 .0 113.7 ’ 113.7 + 0.4 114.1 11009 + 0-5 111»4
June 114.5 + 0,2 |114.7] 114.8 + 0.5 |115.3 112.0 + 0,4 | 112.4
Sept. | 115.2 | - 0.2 [15.00 115.3 | +0.2 | 115.5 | 112.3] + 0.2 | 112.5 [
), Deac, 115.2 - 0.4 |414.8] 115.2 + 0.1 ] 115,30 1136 -~ 0.2 | 113.4 |
1958~ March| 116.7 ~ 0.3 ]116.4) 15,5 er 1 115.5 114.8 + 0.1 | 114.9 l|
June | 116.8 - 0.4 [116.4) 116.3 -~ 0.9 [116.0f 117.3 as | 1173 \
Sept.| 116.6 - 0.4 [116,2] 116,8 - 0.1 [ 1167 117.9 + 0.1 | 118.0
Dea 117. 1 - 0.2 116,908 119.2 + 0,2 ] 119.4 119.§ + 0.2 | 120,0
1959~ March| 197.3 as | 117,30 119.9 + 0.4 | 120.3 120.7 + 0.4 | 121.9 )
June 117.9 - 0.1 [117.8¢ 121.0 + 0.3 [ 129.3 | 121.4 + 0.1 ] 121.5 ™
Sept.| 118.6 ~ C,2 | 118.4] 121.6 + 0,3 [ 121.9 8§ 122.4 + 0.3 | 122.7
ADEL AIDE PERTH HOBARD
1955~ Sept.] 1054 + 0.6 1106.0) 110.8 + 0.3 [ 1111 8 1077 + 0.5 | 108.2
Dec. 105.4 + 1.0 | 106.4] 111.5 + 0,1 {111.6 108.6 1.0 | 109.6
1956~ March| 106.1 + 0.7 [ 106.8] 113.1 .o | 11309 111.9 + 1.1 | 113.0
June 108 .4 + 1.3 | 108.7( 115.0 + 0.2 | 115.2 § 11441 + 1.0 | 15,9
Sept.| 108.6 + 3.0 |t11.60 116.1 + 0.5 |{116.6 116.4 + 1.9 | 118.3
Dec: 108.7 + 2,2 | 110,98 117.2 + 0.4 |917.6 117.7 + 1.7 | 119.4
1957= March| 109.7 oo | 109,70 118,41 +0.3 | 118,70 1185 + 0.4 | 118.9 v
June 111.0 + 0.3 111.3 119.9 + 0.3 120.2 119.2 + 0.4 119.6
Sept.| 112.2 oo 112,21 119.8 + 0.3 | 120.1 119.0] - 0.2 | 918.8
Dec. 111.8 - 0t | 111,71 148.9 +0.2 | 119.1 119.4 - 0.3 | 119,19
1958~ Mareh { 112.1 ve (11200 115.4 e | 119.4 119, os | 119.7
June 114.2 -~ 0.2 {114.,0] 120.7 e | 120.7 120, = 0,3 | 120.3
Sept.| 115.4 - 0.2 |115.2] 121.2 e 12002 0 1243 - 0.4 | 120.9
Doc. 11549 + Gst | 116.0] 121.0 + 0.1 | 1211 122.8 - 0.3 {122.5
1959~ llaroh 1166 + 0.2 [116,8] 121.6 + 0.1 | 121, 123.0 "+ 0.4 | 123.4
Juna 117.6 - o-.1 17.5 | 122.7 + 0.2 | 122, 123.4 | + 0.1 | 123.5
Sept.! 119.2 | s [ 119,24 123.1 + 0.4 { 123.5 124.4 + 0.2 {124.6

2712 (a) Cumula.tive from bese peried. (+) Donotes increace, (-) docroase.
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5o Comparative average retail prices of petatoss for the mix cepital citles
are chown hereunder:- .

AVERAGE BEVATL PRICES OF POTATOES
Pence per 7 1bs.

to asslist public understanding of the trends in retail prices within the dafinition of
the respective indexes.

7o Tritunals and other autborities concerned with wage ad.juatmant and other
purposes decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (if any) is
relevant to their purposea and how it shall be applied. The Statistician's function is
to supply indexes and information thereon as required by those authorities. The
Statistician sxpresses no view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price indexés
in tbis connexion.

8. Group and aggregate Interim Retaill Price Index Numbers are shown bolows.-»
ZABLE { ; INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - G’B’OUP INDEXES

Weighted Average of Six Ca ital Citiee
zl!aao 1 Yoer 1952-51 = 1005 {a 5

Clothing .
' Period Pood  and Ront | gﬁf;: A“ﬁ“"gg;ﬁ;e
: Drapery . ‘-
A I | ' A | B
Yoar ended June - i )

1955 104,8 | 1046 § 02.4 | 109.6 | 101.4 | 103.7 [ 103.6
” 1956 108,1 | 110.6 | 103,3 | 115.5 | 106.4 | 107.0 108.0
1957 ti2.4 | 115.8 | 105.8 | 122.5 | 117.8 | 113.0 114.3
1958 114.0 | 113.7 | 109.2 | 128.4 | 20,2 | 115.7 | 115.6

1939 115.8 | 115.9 | 110.4 | 136.5 | 123.9 | 118.4 118.5

Quarter - o ) » j .

1957 :+ September 113.7 | 113.8 108.4 | 426.1 | 119.9 | 115.1 115.1
December 112.8 | 112.4 | 109t | 127,06 | 1204% | 115.9 114.9

1958 : March 114.6 11404 | 109.3 128.2 | 120.2 15,9 115.8
June 114.9 | 114.4 | 110.2 | 132.2 | 120.4 | 116.7 116.5
September ﬁ4o7 171142 | 110.3 134.2 | 121.4 11749 116.9
December 16,4 15.9 | 110.5 136.,0 | 124.5 | 118.3 118.3
1959 : March 114»1 1167 10,3 | 137.4 | 124.7 | 118.8 119,0

June 117.4 117.6 | 110,7 138.6 | 125.2 | ti9.7 | 1197

September LHB : 118.5 » 111 i 140 6 | 125.8 120‘4 o 120°5

(a) Pigures appearing after the deoimal polnt in the tadlea herein pouou little
cignificance for genoral statistical purposce: They are insertad to avoid the
mnor distortions that would occur in rounding oft the figuroo to the nearest
whola number,

Indexes in columna "A" exclude, and ihoao in ¢colummns “B¥ include, potatoes |

and onlons., See paragraphs 3 and 4 on. page 1 of thiw Bulleting

E
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9. The: next table shoze aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbers for each
of the six State capital cities individually in comparison with the woighted aVeraee ’
index for the six State capltale combined. :
DABLE 2 . IH"I‘ERIII RETAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR SIX CAPITAL CI‘I'I:S‘ SEPABATELY AND COHBINED
(Base of Index for Each City and for Six Capital Cities ' Year 1954-53 » 100) (8)

Six'>

1 . o B Weighted
Period Sydney| Melbourne| Brisbane| Adelaide] Perth| Hobart{ Average of
_ S ___isixz Capitale
September Quarte:r, 1953 | 60 47 43 4 | 3| 49 51
1954 {30 18 | 32 21 32| 22 - %
" " 1955 54 49 59 | 44 31f 5t | 51
" " 1956 127 129 116 110. 371 90 | 118
" " 1957 40 34 37 - 8 | 43 34 | 37
Decembe " "l 33| 34 30 26 8 31 | 33
Maroh u 1958 37 33 40 28 5 43 | 35
June " " 35 29 | 32 22 | 35 32 31
September " " 34 -8 39 | .23 35 28 31
December " w40 37 41 34 | 38| 3 | 8
March " 1959 46 | 47 49 38 391 %3 | 45
June " " 40 40 : 33 28 41 43 39
September " " 35 3% | 38 24 | 4t 42 | 35
Month of September; 1959 { 3t 33 42 22 | 41 41| 33
6. The ohservations in these Statistical Bulletina are made, as 1s customary,

Poriod , Sydngy Nelbourne| Brisbane| Adelaids| Porth H,obart ~ Capital
e » ’ T , _cities(b) »
. _Aggregate - All Groups (¢) o
Year ended June - L o ' , -
1951 | T4.6 75.2 | 7644 74.7 | 74.5 73.4 | 14.9
1952 - 9171 91.0 92,7 90.9 | 90.7 89.9 91.4
1953 100.0 | 100,0 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0
1954 - 102.2 | 102.4 103.0 [ 102.0 | 103.9 1106 .6 1025
1955 I 103.1 102.7 | 104.0 103,6 | 109.6 105.6 103 .6
1956 C 106,11 ] 109.5 107.1 | 107.2 | 112.7 111.5 108,0
1957 1 11411 115.1 1M1.7 | 110.9 | 118.3 19.1 1 114.3
1958 - 115.7 | 1156 114.5 [ 112.5 | 119.8 119.5 115.5
1959 o 1170 119.4 120.2 | 116.4 } 121.7 122,6 118.5
Quartsr - : ' -
1957 1. September [ 115.0 11545 1125 112.2 | 1201 118.8 115.1
December 114.8 | 115.2 13.4 | 111,77 | 149.19 119.1 114.9
1958 1 March | 116.4 | 115.5 114.9 12,1 | 119.4 119.7 115.8
) : J’“BQ 1 1,604 116 no 1’7’03 1’40’0 12007 '20"3: 116 v5
Septenber 116.2 | 116.7 118,01 115.2 | 121.2 120.9 116.9
~ December | 116.9 | 119.4 120,0 | 116.0 [ 121.1 122.5 | 116.3
1959 ¢ March S 1M7.3 | 12063 | t21.1 | 116.8 ) 121.7 123.4 155.0
v ‘Ttme : '1708 12103 12105 11705 12209 123.5 11901
September | 118.4 | 121.9 122.7 | 119.2 | 123.5 124.6 120.5 -

, A1l Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onions (o)
Yoar ended June ~ » ’

1956 105.3 108.4 105.9 106,3 t 112.6 110.6 107.0
1957 113,0 | 113.5 110.3 109,5 | 117.9 118.0 | - 113.0
7958 - 116.0 | 115.5 114.5 | 112.6 | 119.7 | 119.7 1157
1959 ' 117.2 119.3 119,9 116.4 | 121.6 1 122.6 118.4
Quaiter ~ : : : » v
1957 ¢+ September | 115.2 | 115.3 112.3 142.2 | 119.8 | 119.0 115.1
' December | 115.2 | 115.2 113.6 | 111.8] 118.9 | 119.4 115, 1
1958 1 March 116.7 | 11545 14.8 [ 112,01 119.4 | 119.7 115.9
: June 116 .8 116,19 T 117.3 t14.2 | 120.7 120.6 116.7
September 116 .6 116 .8 117.9 115.4 | 121.2 §21.3 1171
December 117.1 1 119.2 119.8 | 115.9 ) 121.,0 | 1228 )  148.3
1959 & March 1173 | 119.9 120.7 | 116.6 | 1216 123.0 118.8
~ June | 117.9 | 121.0 | 921.4 | 1iT.6 | 122.7 123.4 1 119.7
Septembar | 118.6 t21.6 | 122.4 119,2 { 123.1 124.4. 120.4

(a) Pigurea appearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess little
significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the minor
distortions that would occur in rounding off the figures to the nesTest Whdolée wumber.
(v) Wighted average. (c) See paragtaphn 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin.

10. The above indexes weasurs price movements for each oity individually and

_the difference in degree of price movemant in respective cities over the periode shown.

But they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail :prioo levels in any city with
the retail prico levels of any other city:

1. ‘The Interim Retail Price Index was firet published and descrided im 3.5. 265

on 24th March, 1954, It has been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 195859 and for

each quarter from September quarter, 1952, The list of iieme covered by the index is
romzontaﬁve of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earnar houssholds; The
group weights and the item weights of the Interim Index relate broadly to the
tonsumption pattern of 1950-53. Those of the "C" Series Index relate to the. pre-war

pattern.

» 12, . The 1iat 6f {tens in the Interim Index .‘la @OT'y conprohonein than that of’
. the *Ci Series Index and eoms of the prinnipal food weights and group weighte differ

ubetartially from thome used in the "C' Series Index. A comparison of group weights
:nd of the A{at of ftems in the roggeoiivo indoxog is shown on pages 9 = - 12 of tbo

annital “Labour Report™ No. 46 (195




13, A% times sppreciable disparities appear in the movement of the respective v
indexes for individual cities from quarter to quarter. Tae Interim Index, being based
on recent welghts and an extended list of iiems, ie the more represantative measure of
quarterly retail price varigtionms. :

14. The following table shows ths Interim Index for the six capital cities
combinad (with the ysar 195253 as base = 100) in comparison with "C" Series Index
numbers converted srithmeiically to the same base year. ..In view of the fluotuations
in prices of potatoes and omions (see page 1 of this Bulletin) this table shows index
aumbers for both series including and. excluding thoge two commodities, '

TABLE 3 1 COMPARATIVE MOVENENTS IN RETAIL PRTCES (Base : Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

Pexd od 513 Capital Cities (Weightod Averaze) _
Gt SerfesIndex T ~ " Tntordm Imdox __
B o A B
Yeer ended June -~ 1953 100,0 100.0 100,0
1954 102.8 102.2 102.5
1955 103.7 103-7 103.6
A B ' o '
*956 107.5 | 1°8|8 : 10790 108«0
1957 142,2 114.,1 : 113.0 114.3
1958 114.7 1143 1157 - 11546
1953 1175 117.2 118.4 118.5
Quarter - 1955 : March 103.9- v 103.8 103.8
June 105.0 104.5 104.7
A B
September 105.9 108.,6 105 .1 103.7
Decenber 106 .7 107.7 106.3 i07.0
1956 ¢ uarch 107.8 109,0 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 11,8 109.4 110,8
Septembar 141.1 115.6 111:5 114.4
Decenbey 11117 ’14a2 ?1205 11402
1957 « Mareh 112.6 112.8 ‘1305 113.7
June 113:% i13.8 114.5 114.8
Ssptenber 114.0 113.8 1151 115.1
December 114,90 113.5 1151 114.5
1958 + UYarch 11550 114n7 11509 1’5.8
June 11509 11503 f16-7 116-5
Septeuber 116.3 115.7 1171 116.9
December 197.3 117.0 118.3 118.3
1959 : Maxrch 17-7 117.8 118.8 119.0
June 118 .6 118.4 119.7 113.7
Septenher 119.7 119.6 120.4 120,5

(a) See note to Table { herein.

Indexes in columns "A" exclude, ané those in columnas "R include,; the
sffects of price changes of potstoes and onions. See paragraphas 3 and 4 on page 1 of
thils Bullatin,

15, The rental component used inm these retail rrice indexes has béen continuved
on the basis cescribed on pages 2 and 10 of "Labowr Report® No, 41 (1952}. Analyeis
of data of the Census of 19°4 and recent swiveys showa that in all cities, the numbers
of houses privately rerted have diminiashed substantially and tL4t rents of the Yesidual
kouses {alons) are no longer sufficiently representative as the housing component of
the retail price indexes, The howsing cowponer is under consideration,

This dooument ‘s pubiished by the Commtnwealth Statistician nnd ocontains
atatistics or absiracte thercof compiled and tsbulated dy the Commonwealth Statistician
pursueat 4o the Census and Statietios Act 1905-1945,

" - > o 8- BQ Cmm
JOMMONWEALZH DUREAU OF CENSUS ABD STATISTIOS co TH_STATISTICIAN.
GANBERRA,  4:0.T. OCTOBER, 1959.




