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INTERIM RETAIL. PRICE INDEX
SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 1954

1. This summary contains the Interim Ret;a.;i.l Price .Index for the asix State
capital cities for September ‘quarter, 1954. in comparison‘ with earlier perioda.

2, The index was described in 8.85¢265 of 24th Maroh, 1954. 1% has been
compiled for the years 1950-51 %o 195354 and for each quarter from Ssptember, 1952,
The 1ist of items covered by the index.is representative of a high proportion of
expenditure of wage earner households, The weighting pattern and the list of
aomponent items ir the Interip Index are relevant to conditions now ourrent. Those
of .4he "C" Scries Retail Price Index are relevant 1o the pre~war pattern of wage
earner expenditure and oonsumption.

3. . ©  The 1is% of items in the Interim Index is more comprehensive than that.
of the “C" feries Inde:: and some of the principal-food weights and group weights
differ substantially from those used in the "W Series Index.

4. The group indexes and the asggregate Interim Retail Price Index are shown
bolows~ . . .

Weighted Average of Sixz Capital Cities
'ZBa.ae 1 Year 1952-53 w 100)(a)

Poriod ; Food | mﬁ_i?fi & Rent ‘gﬁ’: | ng::fm
Yoear onded June S BTN B - , | . |
1951 (619 T8 90,3 7643 7449
1952 8944 W 93,8 | 926 91.3 9144
1953 : ©1160.0 | 100,0 -[-100,0 | £06.0 | 100.0
1954 103.7 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.5
Quarter - ‘
1952 §eptemder 99.8 98,0 97.0 98.7 98.8
Desember 9.5 998 - 9940 100.0 99.3
1953 Marok 10040 100.4 | 101.4 100.6 100.4
June * 101.7 102.0 102.6 10047 101.6
Septeuder 103.9 101.5 | 103.3 101.0 102.4
Desombor 103.4 101.8 103.9 , 10045 102,2
1954 March 104.0 101.8. | 10449 101.2 102.7
June” 103.7 101.5° | 107.7 100.9 | 102.%
Septembexn 1030 .| 101,86 108.9 101.2 102,

(a) Pigures apposring after the deoimal point in tho tebles horein possess little
significanse for goneral atatistical purposes., They are insortod merely to.aveid
the minor distortions that would ooour in rounding off the figurss to the nearest
whole numbar,

Se The next table skows the aggrogate Interinm i!e‘l:sil Price Iidex for eaoch

of the eix 8tate ocapital cities individuelly in oomparison wﬂ:h the. ﬁnighﬁed
averago ‘indox for the six 8tate ocapitals comdineds
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’I‘I\BLE ol INTBRIM RETILIL PRICE DIDEX e

FOR SIX CAPI”AL CI'I'IES, SEPAR&.TELY IINI} CGMBINED

(Base ‘of Index for Bach City and for Six Gapital Gities: e
Yoar 1952-53 « 100) (a) )

Period Sydney .Melboume :Bxfisba.né'&&elaicle Pert‘h‘ Hobart g;zigzplz%]j
Yoar ended June - ' o ' I T v
1991 T4e6 | 75,2 T6ed | . T4aT T4e5 T3l | 7449
1952 91.7 | 91.0 92,7 | 909 90,7+ 89,91 = 91.4
1953 100.,0 100.0. & 10040. |..100:0 100.,0 | 100.0 100.0
1954 102.2 102.4 10340 | 102,0 | 103.9 106.6 102.5
Quarter - ' | S
19Y2 Soptomber 98.6 98.6 9943 99.7 98.8 97.2 | - 9848
December 99.4 99.2 | 99.4 99,0 99431  97.8| 9943
1953 March 100.5 100.3 100.2 100,1 100.4 101.81 100.4
June 101.5 101.8 | 101.1 101,2 | 101,86 { 103.2| 101.6
September 102.2 102.6 102,0 102.1 102,7 10649 102.4
Decembor 101.8 102.2 103.1 ,1()1.? 102,2 107.4 " 102,2
1954 March 102.6 102.4 103.8 | 102.0 103.3 | 106,77 102.7
June 102.2 102.3 103.3 102.0 | 107.6 105.3 [ 102.7
Septomber 102.2 101.8 102.8 102.5 ! 109.0 105.1v 102.7
(a) See not to Table 3. {b) Weighted average. '
6., The ahove indexes measurd price movements for sash city 1nthvidua11y and

the difference in degree of price movement in respective citiss over the penods
shown, But they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail price levels in any
oity with the retail price lovels of any other city, ' .

Ts The following table shows for each of the past four fisgal years and
for each of the ninc quarters September T, 1952 to September, 1954 the Interim Index
for the Six Capital Cities ocombined, with the year 195253 as base w 100, in
comperigon with the "C' Series Index yecomputed to the same bLasetw

ENTS (Base ) Year 1952

TABLE 3 3 COMPARATIVE MOVEIL®

3w 100’“&2

Six Ga.pite.l Cities .

(Weightod Lverago)
"O" Serieg Index , Interim Indox
Year ended June - ’ '
1051 74.8 . » T4+9
1952 91.7 0l.4
1953 ' 100.0 ‘ 10040
1954 102.8 ’ 102, 5
Quarter - v . S -
1952 September 99.0 . 98.8
Dsoember 99.2 ’ 993
1953 March 10G. 3. . 10044
June 101.4 101,86 . :
September ’ 102,17 1024 , ¢
Decamber . 102.9 102.2
1954 Maroh 102.9 ) 102.7 -
June %.02,8 2027 ' '
September 102.6 L10267
(a) Figures appearing after thz decimal point in the tables herein possess little

slgnificance for general statistical purposes. They are insarted merely to avsid
the minor distortions that, wuld ogcur in rounding off the figures to. the nearest “
whole numbexr,
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