" CHAPTER 1. RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

Collecti(;n of retail price information

Retail prices of food and groceries and average rentals of houses for years extending back
to the year 1901 have been collected by the Commonwealth Statistician, and in some cases
were recorded by the Statisticians of various States for earlier vears,

Retail prices of a more extensive range of commodities (including clothing) and certain
services in common demand have been ascertained at frequent and regular intervals since
1923. Comparable information is available for the month of November in each year from
1914 to 1922 for each of the six State capital cities.

The range of items for which retail price data is obtained was considerably extended in
1948 and in later years.

The retail prices of food and groceries in approximately two hundred towns throughout
Australia were collected as at November of each year from 1913 to 1942, when collection
was discontinued. ~

The manner in which the main body of commodity prices used in the retail price indexes
are ascertained and certain methods adopted to ensure their accuracy and comparability
from period to period are briefly as follows.

{i) Prices for each item are obtained where practicable from ten or more representative
and reputable retailers in each of the cities for which the index is compiled. When-
ever neoessary, supplementary information is obtained from other retailers.

(ii) Prices for most food items are collected monthly, normally as at the middle of each
month. However, for potatoes and for onions from December quarter 1968, weekly
prices are collected and averaged to arrive at monthly prices. Prices of all non-food
items are collected at regular quarterly intervals (or at annual intervals with items
such as local government rates and seasonal clothing) normally as at the middle
of the mid-month of each quarter. However, for furniture, major houschold
appliances and motoring items (other than motor car) the collection is made during
the first month of each quarter to facilitate ficld collection arrangements.

(#ii) Information is collected under authority of the Census and Statistics Act 1905-1966
i which requires that information be supplied accurately and promptly and ensures
that particulars supplied by individual retailers will not be divulged to any other
person or government authority. Penalties are provided against failure to supply
information, against supplying false information and against failure 10 answer
truthfully any question asked by an authorised officer in respect of the contents of

any return.

(iv) The actual collection of information is cacried out by qualificd Field ORficers of the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics working under the supervision of
the Statisticians in.the respective States and Canberra. These Field Officers have
very wide powers of investigation, including entry of premises and inspection of
goods etc.

(v) The Field Officers not only receive and check returns but visit the retail shops
concerned to obtain requisite information. In respect of some articles, where variation
of quality may be considerable, Field Officers are equipped with samples of the
goods used for price comparisons. In such cases the Field Officers personally inspect
the relevant goods and ascertain their prices at each informant store.

(vi) Before each quarter, Supervising Field Officers review the standards of the whole
of the items for which prices are collected, after making extensive inquiries among
manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers. These Supervising Field Officers periodi-
cally accompany Field Officers at their price collections and check their work. This
not only ensures accuracy and assiduity but also that all Field Officers work on
uniform lines and that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices are
recorded for representative goods of constant quality,
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2 RETASL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

(vii) The items and their standards are revised from time to time to keep them in harmony
with changing conditions. Where changes become necessary, suitable adjustments
are made in computing the retail price indexes to ensure that they reflect changes
in price with due precision and that they are not vitiated by the influence of other
changes. In this way the indexes are kept representative of changes in current patterns
of household expenditures and reliable within their definitions.

(viii) Returns of rents for unfurnished flats (since December quarter 1968) and for un-
furnished houses of four, five and six rooms are collected at the middile of each
quarter from a representative number (ranging up to forty) of agents in each State
capital city covered by the indexes. In addition, particulars are obtained as to costs
of building new houses, rates and other charges for local government services
including water supply and sewerage, prices of materials and labour for repairs
and maintenance, and weekly payments for houses Jet by government housing
avthorities. This information provides a broadly based housing component in the
Consumer Price Index.

Nature of retail price indexes
1. General

The basic principle of a retail price index is refatively simple. 1t is to select commodities
representative of the field to be covered and to combine their prices at repular intervals in
accordance with their relative importance in that field. The aim is to measure the degree of
change in prices for the selected field taken as a whole.

_ In practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents great difficulty
by reason of the numerous changes which occur in the type, grade and relative quantities
of many of the items commonly used.

In the simplest method of compiling retail price indexes, the price of each item is multiplied
by a fixed quantity or ‘weight’, the product being an ‘expenditure’. The sum of these products
for all items at any given date represents an ‘aggregate expenditure’. The ‘agprepate ex-
penditures’ for successive periods are converted into an index by representing the aggregate
of a selected or *base’ period by an appropriate number (e.g. 100 or 1,000}, and calculating
index numbers to that base by the proportion which the aggregate of each period bears to
the aggregate of the base period. A useful alternative method is to calculate for each item
a ratio or ‘price relative’ showing the price of that item relative to its price in the selected
or base period, and to combine all these price relatives into a single index using fixed ‘ex-
penditure weights'. Applied to the same basic data, both methods yield the same result.
The matheinatical formulae are convertible one to the other.

2. Weighting

Weighting is the process by which the prices of commodities are combined into an index
in accordance with their relative importance in the field to be covered. This field, in the
case of retail price indexes, is usuvally that of household expenditure.

Obviously, price changes of major items affect household expenditure more than do price
changes (in like ratio) of minor items. A 10 per cent rise in the price of butter, for example,
will have a greater effect on household expenditure than a 10 per cent rise in the price of
sardines. Items are therefore assigned appropriate ‘weights’ which are used as multipliers in
the computation of the index. These may be ‘quantity weights’ obtained from estimates of
household consumption, or ‘expenditure (i.e. value) weights’ obtained from estimates of the
relative importance of the items in household expenditure.

Present-day retail price indexes usually embrace a wide and complex range of goods
and services. Tt is customary to assist users of price indexes by describing the weights, what-
ever their source, in the form of percentages contributed by the items to the total index in
the base period (or in some other specified significant period).
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The peniod from which the weighting pattern is derived does not -necessarily coincide
with, the reference base adopted in calculating and presenting index numbers. Frequently, for
example, data extending over several vears is used as the basis of weighting, in order to
smooth out short-term fluctuations in consumption. The purpose is to establish a weighting
pattern that is broadly representative of consumption over the period covered by the index.
In practice, the effect of small, or even substantial differences in weighting is often slight,
and is only likely to be of moment when the commodities affected show a price movement
markediy different from that of other commodities,

3. The list of items

The list of items must be a selected list because it is impossible in practice to ascertain
at regular inteevals prices of every item of goods and services entering into household expen-
diture, Some items which it would be desirable to include must be excluded because com-
parative prices cannot be accurately ascertained for them at different times. It is deemed
better to limit the list to itemns for which price variations can be ascertained with reasonable
accuracy than to distend it by including items for which price comparisons are necessarily
inaccurate, Similarly, many items of small aggregate or individual importance are excluded.
The list therefore is not (as is sometimes erroneously supposed) a basic wage regimen, nor
is it a full list of componert items in a standard of living. It does not imply that any particular
goods or any selected grades or quantilies of these goods should enter into detcrmination of
a basic or living wage. The lists used are simply selected items combined in certain proportions
for the purpose of measuring price variations. The iiems are representative of the felds
covered, and the proportions approximate to those in average consumption so far as can be
ascertained.

4. Essential features

Apart from clear thinking, common sense and sound arithmetic, the prime essentials in
compiling a retail price index are therefore:
(a) that prices be accurately ascertained at regular intervals for goods of constant grade
and quality;
(b) that the list of items be as representative as possible of the field to be covered;
{¢) that the weights be in approXimate proportion to quantities actually used in the
selected field,

5. Effects of changing conditions on indexes

Technological development and changes in fashion render it necessary to substitute new
grades, qualities or types of articles for those formerly used as indicators of changes in price.
Such substitutions help to keep the indexes representative of current conditions and are not
injurious to an index provided the transitional difficulties can be solved as they arise. No
change in principle is involved. The indexes continue to measure, as neaily as may be, price
variations, and price variations only. Those differences in prices which are solely due to
substitution of a new item for one which has ceased to be available or in common use are
nentralised by taking the price of the old item as typical of price variation in its class up to
the time of substitution, and the prices of the new items as typical of such changes in price
thereafter.

The problem of maintaining an index adeqguately representative of current usage has
intensified since 1950 because of major changes in the pattern of household expenditure
and in modes of living. In consequence the Consuimer Price Index was devised as a series of
linked indexes. (See Consumer Price Index, para. I on page 5 and para. 2 on page 6.)

Purpose and use of retail price indexes
1. General .
Retail price indexes are designed to measure the extent of changes in price levels only.

While they may be used as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant standard
of living, they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard of living, nor the absolute
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cost of changes in the standard of living. Strictly speaking they measure, as nearly as may
be, the proportionate change in the aggregate cost of specified quantities and qualities of the
selected list of iteins included in the index. In a broad sense, they measure proportionate
change in retail price levels within the field they represent. (See also ‘(i) General® on page 7.)

2. Price indexes for individual cities

Retail price indexes measure average variations in prices for specified cities individually.
They measure proporticnate changes from one time to another and not differences in price
levels as between cities nor comparative costs of living in different cities. The problems of
measuring comparative retail price levels and comparative living costs between cities at any
point of time are matters for separate consideration apart from retail price indexes,

3, Price indexes and purchasing power

Retail price indexes are sometimes used as a measure of change in the ‘purchasing power
of money’. Strictly speaking, such a measure relates only to purchasing power over the list
of items of the index combined in their specified proportions. The validity of its use in any
broader sense or in dealing with a particular problem is a question for judgment by pros-
pective users, on the facts of the case, and in the light of the definition of the index. It is
impossible to compile a single gencral measure that will show, for all purposes and in all
classes of transaciions, the change in the value of money from one time to another.

4. Use of price indexes by industrial tribunals

Retail price indexes are sometimes used by industrial tribunals and other authorities for
the adjustment of wages, These authorities themselves decide, however, what use {if any)
they make of available indexes or whether they desire the Statistician to compile a special
index or adapt an existing index to suit their purposes. It is not the practice for the Statistician
to express any view as to whether such tribunals should use retail price indexes in their
deliberations. In the normal course of his duties the Statistician compiles and publishes
various price indexes, states what they measure, explains how they are consiructed, and gives
evidence or public information when required. His function in this regard is frequently nis-
understood. It is sometimes erroneously supposed that certain wage rates are determined by
asceriaining the aggregate cost of the list of items included by the Statistician in a retail price
index, or by calculating separate components of the wage rate from the aggregate cost of the
items in separate groups of such an index. The actual position is briefly as follows.

(i) Tribunals determine a wage rate in the light of relevant evidence, presented by the
parties, usually covering 2 wide range of economic conditions. This may, or may
not, include evidence on changes in price levels.

Gi) In some cases it may be provided by statute or by judgment of the iribunal that the
wage rate thus determined shall be adjusted for price change in ratio to the overall
movement in a specified retail price index.

The practices followed in the past and at present in Commonwealth jurisdiction and in
the various States are described in Chapter 3.

Previous retail price indexes
1. General

Five series of retail price indexes were compiled at various times for Ausiralia by the
Commeonwealth Statistician prior to 1960. Each of these was continued until changed

conditions required the compilation of indexes more directly relevant to current conditions.
These indexes were,

(i} The ‘A" Series Index (covering food, groceries and house rents} was first compiled
in 1912 with the year 1911 as base = 1,000, [t was discontinued in June 1938. From
1913 to May 1933 this index was used for wage adjustment purposes by the Common-

wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration. Some other tribunals continued to
use it until 1938 in certain localities. '
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(i) The ‘B* Series Index (covering food, groceries and rent of four and five roomed
houses) was first compiled in 1925 and continued until the December quarter 1953.
1t was the food and rent constituent of the ‘C’ Series Index and was designed to
replace the *A’ Series Index for general statistical purposes. The *B’ Series Index was
not used by industrial tribunals in connection with the adjustment of wages. Its
publication was discontinued as from the December quarter 1953.

(iil) The *C’ Series Index (covering food and groceries, rent of four and five roomed
houses, clothing, household drapery, household utensils, fuel, lighting, fares; smoking
and some other miscellaneous items) was Rrst compiled in 1921. Tt was used by the
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration for purposes of quarterly
wage adjustments from May 1934 to August 1953. Some State tribunals continued to
use or consider it in their proceedings until it was discontinued. It was last issued on
its original basis for December quarter 1960. For certain transitional purposes a ‘C*
Series Index was issued for March, June and September quarters of 1961. (See
Section IIL of appendix to Labour Report No. 48, 1960).

(iv) The ‘D’ Series Index, derived by combining the ‘A’ and ‘C’ Series Indexes, was used
by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration from May 1933 to May
1934 and then discontinued.

(v) The Interim Index (covering food and groceries, rent of four and five roomed houses,
clothing, houschold drapery, household utensils, fuel, lighting, fares, smoking,
certain services and some other miscellaneous items) was first compiled in 1954 with
the year 19352-33 as base = 100. As its title indicated, it was constructed as a
transitional index. Its compilation was discontinued following its replacement by the
Consumer Price Index in June quarter 1960,

An index of retail price movements from 1901 to 1970 is shown on page 41 of this Labour
Report. It is derived by linking together successive indexes (the ‘A’ Series, the *C* Series,
and the Consumer Price Index) available for that period.

2. The *Court’ Index

In 1937 the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration introduced a ‘Court’
Index for the purpose of making automatic guarterly adjustments to the basic wage within
its jurisdiction. A *Court” Index (Second Series) was created by the Court in 1946 and a
‘Court’ Index (Third Series) in November 1950 to provide for automatic adjustment of the
increased amounts of adjustable basic wage then determined by the Court at those dates.
By decision of the Court the ‘Court’ Index ceased to be issued by the Industrial Registrar
as at the December quarter 1953. These ‘Court’ Indexes were an arithmetical conversion of
the *C* Series Retail Price Index,

Consumer Price Index

1. Introduction

This retail price index was first compiled in 1960, retrospective to September quarter 1948.
It replaced both the “C’ Series Retail Price Index and the Interim Retail Price Index in
official statistical publications of the Bureau. Initially, series were compiled for the six State -
capital cities, with a series for Canberra being first published in 1964,

The title ‘Consumer Price Index’ is used for pucrposes of convenience and does not
imply that the index differs in definition or purpose from previous retail price indexes. A
longer but more completely descriptive title would be ‘Consumer Series Retail Price Index
Numbers’. For practical purposes the terms “retail prices’ and ‘consurner prices’ are synony-
mous. The Consumer Price Index is designed to measure quarterly variations in retail prices
of goods and services representing a high proportion of the expenditure of wage-earner
households in the aggregate. (See ‘(i) General’ on page 7.)
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_ The incidence and frequency, of changes in the pattern of household expenditure since
1950 have been such as to render it necessary to construct not one but a series of new indexes
introducing additional items and changes in weighting patterns at short intervals. To obtain
a continuously representative measure of retail price change it has been necessary to replace
the types of indexes which had a constant list of items and a constant set of weights for
extensive periods, The Consumer Price Index therefore consists of a sequence of six short
term retail price indexes chain-linked at June. quarter 1952, June quarter 1956, March
quarter 1960, December quarter 1963 and December quarter 1968, into one series with
reference base yvear 196667 = 100.0.

2. Origin’

The list of component items and the weighting pattern of the ‘C' Series Retail Price
Index, first adopted in 1921, were stightly revised by Conference of Statisticians in 1936, but
otherwise continued almost unchanged until the index was discontinued in 1960. The
reasons for this, and the circumstances which led to the present Consumer Price Index,
appear from ensuing paragraphs.

From the outbreak of war in 1939 to late in 1948, periodic policy changes in various
war-time controls (including rationing) caused recurrent changes in consumption and in the
pattern of expenditure. This rendered changes desirable but made it impracticable either to
produce a new index, or to revise the old one, on any basis that would render the index
more representative than it already was of the changing pattern of household expenditure
in those years. When commodity rationing had virtually ceased in the latter part of 1948,
action was taken by the Statistician to collect price data of about 100 additional items and
to gather information as to current consumption and expenditure patterns. This was done
to facilitate review of the component items and weighting system of the ‘C’ Series Retail
Price Index, in the light of the new pattern of wage-earner expenditure and consumption
that appeared to be then emerging. But there supervened, in the next few years, conditions
which caused wide price dispersion coupled with a very rapid rise in prices and a new sequence
of changes in consumption and in the pattern of wage earner expenditure. Under these
conditions it was not possible to devise any new weighting pattern likely to be more con-
tinuously representative of conditions then current than was the existing ‘C* Series Index
on the 1936 revision. -

A Conference of Statisticians cons:dered the matter in June 1953 and resolved (in part)
as follows,

*{a) That, in view of the persistence of recurrent changes in the pattern of consumer experlditure m lhe

post-war period, it is uvndesirable to make a general revision of the list of items and weighting

system of the *C’ Series Retail Price Index at present, ualess industrial tribunals expressly desire
some revision for special purposes.

{b) That an I[nterim Retail Price Index “be compiled with putative weights and components
representative, as nearly as may be, of the post-war pattern of consumer usage and expenditure.”

The *C’ Series Index continued to be compiled on its pre-war basis without significant change
in procedures. The Interlm Retail Price Index was mtroduced m 1954 and continued until
March qua.rter 1960,

The lntcnrn Index was a tranmuonal mdex designed to measure retail price variations
on the ‘C Series model in terms of post-war consumption welghts, as emerging in the early
1950s. It embraced a‘wider range of commodities and services than did the *C’ Series Index,
‘but it did not take into account successive major changes in the pattern of expenditure and
‘modes of living that occurred between 1950 and 1960. These changes could not, in fact, be
detected and measured promptly, and incorporated into an index, concurrently with -their
happenmg. Ner was it envisaged as desirable to adopt fundamentally new procedures in
price index construction.until it wag folly evident that far-reachmg procedural changes were
necessary to meet the situation.
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In this period, home-owning largely replaced house-renting, the use of the motor car
greatly increased and partly replaced use of public tradgport, and various items of electrical
household equipment and television came into widespread use. The impact of these (and
other) changes in usage upon ‘the pattern of household expenditure was heightened by
disparate movements in prices. Together they rendered nugatory the attempt to meet the
situation by devising a single Interim Retail Price Index. As studies progressed and new
data became available, it was clear that no single list of items and no single set of fixed
weights would be adequately representative as a basis for measuring retail price changes at
al! times throughout the post-war period. In consequence, the situation was met by com-
piling the Consumer Price Index constructed as a chain of linked indexes with sagmﬁcﬂnt
changes in composition and weighting effected at short intervals.

3. Purpose, scope, and composition ,

(i) General. The Consumer Price ‘Index is a quarterly measure of variations in retail
prices for goods and services representing a high proportion of the expenditures of wage-
earner households. The weighting paitern relates to estimated aggregates of wage-earner
household expenditures and not to estimated expenditures of an ‘average’ or individual
household of specified size, type, or mode of living. In this way it is possible to give
appropriate representation {o owner—occupied houses as well as rented houses and to include
motor cars, television sets, and other major expenditures which relate to some households
and not to others.

Consumer (retail) price indexes are sometimes loosely called ‘cost of living indexes' and
are thought to measure changes in the *cost of living®. Neither the Consumer Price Index, nor
any other retail price index, measures changes in the cost of living that result directly from
changes in the mode or level of living. Changes of that kind are matters for consideration
apart from price indexes. But the change in prices of goods and services is a very important
part of the change in the cost of living and this part is measured by consumer (retail) price
indexes. (See alse 1. General on page 3.)

The Consumer Price Index covers a wide range of commodities and services arranged in
the following five major groups:

Food

Clothing and Drapery

Housing

Household Supplies and Equipment
Miscellancous.

These groups do not include every item of household spending. 1t is both impracticable and
unnecessary for them to do so, Prices are collected regularly for specified guantities and
qualities of a large and representative selection of commodities and services. Movements in
the prices of these items, when combined in suitable proportions, provide a representative
measure of price change as affecting a high proportion of the cxpendlture of wage-earner
households.

The index is designed to measure the proportionate change in prices as combined in the
individual groups and the total of the groups in the index. (See also (iv) Sub-groups and
special groupings on page 9.}

(i) Composition and weighting. A comprehensive view of the present composition and
weighting of the Consumer Price Index is given in the table on page 8 and a more detailed
table including the list of items and their weights appears on pages 34-40. The weights shown
are those comprised in the index for the six State capital cities combined. Broadly, they are in
proportion to estimated consumption in 1967-68 (see “(iif) Basis of weighting’ on page 11)
valued at the relevant prices of December quarter 1968, They indicate the relative influence
given to the various components in measuring the degree of price change in the index from
December quarter 1968 (i.e. from the beginning of the current linked series).
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

COMPOSITION AND WEIGHTING PATTERN AS AT DECEMBER QUARTER 1968
FOR THE 51X STATE CApITAL CiTies COMBINED

Percentage weight

Group, sub-group Sub-group Group
ub-

Foop— 31.3
Cereal products . . . . . . .
Dairy produce . . . .
Patatoes, onions, preserved fruit and vegezables . . . .
Soft drink, ice cream and confecllonery . . . . . .
Other food (except Meat) . . . . . . .
Meat—Butcher’s . . . . . . .

Processed, mcludmg poultry . . . . . .

Nowa Lo
[P AR RNy

CLOTHING AND DRAPERY— ’ 4.1
Men’s clothing . . . .
Women’s clothing . . . . . .
Boys' clothing . . . . . . . . .
Girls® clothing . . . . . . . . .
Piecegoods, ete. . . . . . . .
Footwear . . . . . . .
Household drapery . . . . . .

eneooM
GO L o 00 D D O

HOUSING— 14.2
Rent—Privately owned houses . . .
Privately owned flats . . . . .
Government owned houses . . . . .
Home ownership—House price
Rates . . . . .
Repairs and maantenanoe . . . .

PNLO W
(=K N R

HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES AND BQUIPMENT— 2.5
Fuel and light—Electricity . . . . . {
Gas
Other (ﬁmwood heatmg o:l bnquettcs and kerosene)
Household appliances . .
Other household articles—
Furniture and floor coverings .
Household and other utensils, gardemng and amall too!s
Household sundries (household soaps, etc.) . . .
Stationery . . .
Personal reqmsntes (totlet soap, oosmetlcs, elc. ) . .
Proprictary medicines . . . .

NO =N
NMRHRGAEY SR

e—omon

MISCELLANEOUS— 27.9
Fares—Train . . . . . . . . .
Bus and tram . . . . . .
Motoring—Goods . . . . .
Services and charges . .
Tobacco and cigarettes

Beer . .
Ser\rices-Hea.lth (denta], medieel hospltal) . . . . .
Hairdressing . . . . . . . .
Drycleanmg . . . . . . . .
Shoe repairs . . . .
Postal and telephone servroes
Cinema admission . .
Other—Radio and television operauon . . .
Newspapers and magazines . . . . .

Total . . . . . . . .

[

- G G L LD R O e e
- B = 00 v b LA L O 00 e L O

[
-
-

100.0

Note. The weights should not be regarded as dissecting total household expenditure into its component
parts (zee page 13).
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@ii) Jndex numbers compiled. The index has been compiled for each quarter from
September quarter 1943, and for each financial year from 1948-49. (See tables on pages
22-30)

‘All Groups’ index numbers, and Group index numbers for each of the five major
groups, are compiled and published regularly for the six State capital cities combined
and separately, and for Canberra. The reference base for each of these indexes is: Year
1966-67 = 100.0. Figures appearing after the decimal point possess little significance for
general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid distortions that would occur in
rounding off the figures to the nearest whole number, This does not imply that the indexes
are accurate to the order of one-tenth of an index point. Price indexes do not necessarily
measure aggregate price variations to this fine order of accuracy.

The separate city indexes measure price movements within each city individually, They
enable comparisons to be drawn between cities as to differences in degree of price movement
from period to period, but not as to differences in price level.

The separate group indexes measure price movements of each group individually. They
enable comparisons to be drawn as to differences in the degree of price change in the
different groups, but do not show the comparative cost of the different groups.

The index for the six State capital cities combined is a weighted average of individual
city indexes. From the beginning of the current linked series (i.e. December quarter 1968)
the relative weighting of the cities concerned is in proportion to their populations at the
1966 Census. These were as follows:

000

Sydney . . . . . 2446
Melbourne . . . . 2,110
Brisbane . . . . 719
Adelaide . . . . 728
Perth . . . . 500
Hobart . . . . . 120

Total . . 6,613

(iv) Sub-groups and special groupings. Index numbers for sub-groups and special groupings
have been compiled and published for the weighted average of the six State capital cities
combined for each quarter from December quarter 1963 and for each financial year from
1964-65. (See tables on pages 31-2.) From December quarter 1968 onwards, information
of contributions by index sub-groups to the total index in terms of All Groups Index Points
has also been published. (For recent quarters, see table on page 33.)

Users of these figures should bear in mind that the Consumer Price Index is designed to
measure the proportionate change in retail prices as combined in the five major groups
and more particularly the total of the groups. For sub-groups or particular items, the index
does not necessarily provide comprehensive and valid measures of price changes in those
particular fields. Nor does it necessarily measure the relative influences of those classes of
items in aggregate variations in prices, The Consumer Price Index is essentially a combination
of selected items nnder various headings and not a dissection of total household expenditure
into its component parts.

The figures contained in the tables referred to above are published to assist interpretation
of movements shown by the Consumer Price Index and also to proude additional data of
changes in retail prices.

Major changes in composition of the publishsd indexes, resulting from the Deoember
quarter 1968 link, have been indicated in the footnotes to {lie tables. According to standard
procedure the old and the new combinations have been linked to provide continuous series
of index numbers across this point of time-(December quarter 1968), but it should be re-
membered that all sub-groups were affected by changes at the link and some significantly so.
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Bach series of index numbers links the ‘average price movement shown by one combination
of items up to December quarter 1968 to that shown by a‘different combination from
December quarter 1968,

- Although both the old and new sets of jtems and weights are computed to give the same
All Groups Index number as at December 'quarter 1968 (i.e. 105.7 on base 1966-67 = 100. 0),
straight comparison of contributions before and after the link by respective components in
terms of ‘All Groups Index Points’ 'is prevented by the effect of changes made at the link,

4. Stmctlne

() A chain of linked mdexes Substantial changes have occurred in consumer usage
and patterns of expenditure since the 193945 War. In order to keep the weighting pattern
representative of current expenditures it has been necessary to construct indexes with
additional items and changes in the weighting pattern at intervals, rather than on the basis
of a list of items and set of weights that remained unchanged throughoui the whole period
covered. For the six State capital cities, six series for short periods (namely, from September
quarter 1948 to June quarter 1952; from June gquarter 1952 to June quarter 1956; from
June quarter 1956 to March quarter 1960; from March quarter 1960 to December quarter
1963; from December quarter 1963 to December quarter 1968; and from December quarter
1968 onwards) have therefore been constructed and linked to form a continuous retail price
index series known as the Consumer Price Index.

The changes effected in the March guarter 1960 link in the six State capital cities were
those associated with the introduction of television into the index. In Canberra, television
did not operate until 1962 and the inclusion of this item in the index series for Canberra
was incorporated in the link of December quarter 1963. With this exception, the poinis
of linking and the nature of changes in composition and weighting effected at these points
of time have been the same for Canberra as for the six State capital cities.

During each period between links the items and weighting remained unchanged. At
times of linking, the weighting pattern was altered and new items (mainly ones that had
become significant in household expenditure) were introduced. (See table on page 12.)
Under this method, average percentage price movements are assessed on one patiern up
to the time of the link and on another pattern thereafter. The process of linking ensures that
the index reflects only price variations and not differences in cost of the old and new lists
of items. The introduction of new items and weights by linking does not, of itself, raise or
lower the level of the index.

(i) Comparison of the linked series. The Consumer Price Index is a chain of ‘fixed weight
ageregative’ indexes, with significant changes in composition and weighting effected at June
quarter 1952, June quarter 1956, March quarter 1960, December quarter 1963 and December
quarter 1968, The principal changes have been:

{a) the introduction of private motoring (June quarter 1952), of television (March
quarter 1960 for the six State capital cities and December quarter 1963 for Canberra),
the introduction of furniture (December quarter 1963) and the introduction of
health services (December quarter 1968);

(b) altered proportions of houses under the various modes of occupancy (June quarters
1952 and 1956 and December quarters 1963 and 1968); and

_{¢) changes in weights of fuel and light and fares (June quarters 1952 and 1956 and
. December quarters 1963 and 1968), and of motoring (June quarter 1956 and De-
cember quarters 1963 and 1968).

It'is envxsaged ‘that future links will'be made in the index when significant changes m the
pattérm of ‘household expenditure render it necessary to do so,
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The table on page 12 indicates the weighting patterns for groups and certain sub-groups
io the index at the beginning of each linked period together with their proportionate con-
tribution to total index at the end of each of the first five linked pericds. The differences
between the proportions at the beginning and end of each linked period reflect disparate
price movements over that period. The differences in proportions between the end of one
period and the beginning of the next reflect changes in composition or weighting,

(ii) Basis of weighting, For most of the items included in the index, the weights used
from the beginning of the current linked series (i.e. from December quarter 1968) are based
on the pattern of consumption of the years 1962-63 to 1966-67. The pattern of consumption
of the vears 1952-53 to 1956-57 was the-basis for such items for periods up to December
quarter 1963; while for the period December guarter 1963 to December quarter 1968 the
weights were based on the pattern of consumption of the years 1957-58 to 1961-62. In some
important fields, weights relevant to short-term conditions have been used in each of the
linked series which constitute the Consumer Price Index. The principal fields affected are
fuel and light, fares, motoring, household appliances, and housing,

The resultant sets of index weights are broadly typical of the patterns of consumption of':
1948—49: for periods up to June quarter 1952;

1952-53: for periods from June quarter 1952 to June quarter 1956;

1956-57: for periods from June quarter 1956 to March quarter 1960;

1956-57 (adiusted to incorporate television in the case of the six State capital cities):
for periods from March quarter 1960 to Pecember quarter .1963;

1961-62: for periods from December quarter 1963 to December quarter 1968;
1966-67: for periods from December quarter 1968.

The sets of weights used for the successive periods covered by the index have been derived
from analyses of statistics of productioth and consumption, the Population Censuses, the
Censuses of Retail Establishments and the continuing Survey of Retail Establishments, from
information supplied by manufacturing, commercial and other relevant sources, and from
special surveys.

In the main, the weights for items are derived from estimates of average housshold
consumption or expenditure for the community as a whole. The principal exceptions are:

(@) The proportionate weighting of the various modes of occupancy of houses (and
flats from December quarter 1968), and the weighting generally in the Housing
Group, are as estimated for wage and salary-earner households (in the individual
cities).

(5) The weighis for motoring, tobacco and cigarettes, beer and some services have been
adapted to accord with notional estimates of expenditure by wage-earner house~
holds.

(¢) Local weights for the individual cities are used for some items.

A common pattern of consumption for all cities is used as the basis of weighting in
most fields of the index. But there are some lmportant exceptions, Local weights for individual
cities are used for the following:

(a) Housing. As described above,

(b) Fuel and light, and fares. The weight for ‘each item included is as estimated from
particulars of consumptlon, revenite, etc., in the individual cities. For each item
the several price series used and their combining weights, are representative of
local usage.
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For interpretation of this Table see paragraph 4 (ii) on page 10

Percentage Cootribution to Total Index (Weighted Average of Six Stae Capital Cities)

. Fimst Second  Third | . Fourth . Fifth Sixth |
Group, sub-group linked series linked series linked series linked series linked series linked series
June Jupe June June Jupe March March December | December | December | December
?nan.er quarter quarter quarter Quarter quarter quarer quarter quarter quarter quarter
949(a) 1952 1952 1956 1956 1960 1960 1963 1963 1968 1968
Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Prer cent Per cent Per cent
Food Group . . . . . .| A3 5.7 3.6 3.3 33.7 33.0 32,1 31.6 32.1 2.8 3.3
Clothing and Drapery Group . . |28 23.0 21.6 20.0 19.7 19.5 19.0 18.8 16,9 15.8 4.1
Housing Group—

E::t:eowmnhip N . . . B 5.4 5.1 6.5 7.2 7.8 8.1 7.8 8.4 9.0 9.4 8.1
Privately owned houses . . . . 5.7:11.4] 3.9} 9.2 2.2 9.4 2.5310.5 1.8 »10.5] 2011, 2.0:10.7] 2.7 12,0 2.8 :12.6] 3.0 :13.2] 2.1 L14.2
Government owned houses . . L] 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9
Privately owned flats . . . ] L6)] (d) [{.)] ) ) i ) &) [(] 3.1

Household Supplics and em G

Foel and Lghp > and Equipment Grovp— |, | 3.7 3.8 3.7 4.3 4. 4.2 4.2 4.6 4.3 4.0

Household appliances . . . . 4.2}13.! 3.6}12‘2 3.3 p11L7] 2.8 »10.9 27}“ 6 2. S}II 5 4.5 L13.2 4‘0}12.6! 3.6 145 2.8 F13.1] 2.6 »12.5

Onher houschold articles . . . 5.4 4.9 4.6 4.4 4.6 4.7 4.5 4.4 (€)6.3 6.0 5.9

Miscellageous Group—

Fares . . . . 6.3 6.1 4.4 4.3 3.7" 4.5 4.4 4.7 34 3.7 2.51

ot | Delad Dslo) S M0 Facd Shlase $3lasd $¥lsa S3tns] S3lesd 13

[gtacomdclgareies . - | Bbaig $3hws] $Rmal $3taes] $3taes $8basl Fitasel Jilasel I3l $8tast J5bars

Services, cinema, radio and television hoenees,
andnmpapers,etc, . . 4.9 5.1 5.0 4.9 4.8 5.2 5.7 5.8 5.7 6.1 {d)8.9

‘Total . . . . . . J100.0 100.¢ 100.¢ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0

(a) 0 Iy com %fi!ed as start of first linked series. This series subsequently taken back (on this basis) to September Quarter 1948. (b} Not inctuded.  (¢) Fumiture included as from
% uarter I with percentage contribution 1o total index of 1.7 per cent. () Healih services included as from December Quarter 1968 with percentage contribution to total index
o pel cent.
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{¢) Meat, In Brisbane and Hobart (only) the sub-groups beef, mutton, lamb and pork
are combined in local proportions.

(d) Motoring. In Canberra, the weight for the motoring section is higher than the
common weight used in the State capital cities, in accordance with the higher level
of consumption estimated for Canberra. :

(¢) For some minor items in one or more cities.

Basic data for many of the item weights were obtained initially from particulars of
" quantities consumed. Refinements were made where necessary so that item weights would
reflect the approximate relative importance of the items (sometimes including similar items
not directly priced) in terms of expenditure. Group and sub-group weights were checked as
far as possible against independent estimates of expenditure, Nevertheless, the index is
essentially 2 combination of selected items under various headings and not a dissection of
total household expenditure into its component parts. The weights should not be regarded
as direct estimates of the pattern of household expenditure. They differ from estimates of
that kind because:
(2) Some items carry the weight of others not difectly priced.

(b)) Group and sub-group weights do not necessarily inclade expenditure on all items that
could be classified under the headings used. For example, the fares sub-group
covers only suburban travel by rail, bus and tram. It does not include travel to
other cities or towns, The Food Group does not include fresh fruit or fresh vegetables
other than potatoes and onions. In the Housing Group the expenditure weight
for rent of privately owned houses adopts the level of rents of four, five and six
roomed houses let unfurnished and it does not take account of different levels of
rents for smaller or larger houses or for furnished houses. Home ownership i
represented only by house price, rates, etc., and repairs and maintenance. Costs of
land and interest charges on instalment purchase transactions are not included.

{c) Some fields of expenditure are not represented at all, e.g. hire-purchase charges.

Tables showing the item and group weights of the index are provided herein to assist
prospective vsers in an understanding of the index. The weights are designed as suitable for
measuring changes in retail prices within the definition of the index, and do not purport
to be valid estimates for any other purpose.

5. Prices and standards

(i) General. The manner in which the main body of prices used in the index are ascertained
and methods used to ensure accuracy and the comparability of prices from period to period,
are briefly described on pages 1 and 2 of this chapter. The foilowing paragraphs describe
in more detail certain of these aspects. Special features of particular components of the index
are also dealt with in para. 6 and para. 7 on pages 15 to 20,

{ii) Bargain and sale prices, etc. Prices used in the index are those actually being charged
for normal cash purchases of new articles. Prices of grocery etc ‘specials’ are therefore
included in the index measure. ‘Bargains’ or *sale’ prices of imperfect goods or discontinued
lines*are not used.

Prices of some goods are at times, or generally, subject to special discounts, nominal
trade-ing, etc. Unless the proportion of such discounts increases or decreases cutnulatively the
precision of the price index as a measure of ratio of price change is not materially affected.
If the proportlon changes significantly, its effect on tra.nsactlon prices is estimated and
reflected in the index,

Methods of selling are kent under review. Significant changes such as the widespread
growth of self-service sales of groceries are taken into account in the index. (See ‘(ii} Groceries’
on page 13). .

(iii) Specification of standards. To maintain comparability, prices must obviously be
collected for specified standards of the commodities and services listed. In general, the
standards selected are those which command a considerable velume of sales and which appear
likely to remain representative,
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Specifications for an item define, where applicable, the unit of quantity to be priced, the
grade, quality, size, style, etc., and in some cases the brand and the particular line or model
of that brand, For items (e.g. some of the staple foods) where significant variations in
quality do not normally occur the specifications are fairly simple and define only the quantity
and grade to be priced, For some items a number of brands, etc., are specified as acceptable
equivaients. In some cases the officers engaged in collecting prices are equipped with a
sample article of the specified standard to ensure uniform treatment at all times.

In the case of many manufactured goods there is a variety of brands and lines spread
over a wide range of qualities and prices, For some of these no single standard is sold in
sufficient quantity to be representative of the whole field. Some lines have a relatively short
life before they are replaced in production by other lines. Where these circumstances exist
separate specifications are prepared, and prices are collected separately, for a number of
selected lines of various brands. This ensures that information on price changes is available
to construct series of price relatives for use in the index,

(iv) Continuity of standards. As long as the articles and standards originally specified
remain available and representative, there is no difficulty in compiling continuous price
series. In practice, however, it often becomes necessary to alter specifications, particularly for
those manufactured goods that are subject to fashion changes, technological developmenis,
or frequent changes of model.

When a change in specifications is superficial only, or where ap article can be replaced in
the index by another of equivalent quality, the prices of the new article are treated as being
directly comparable with the former series. That is, the new amcle is directly substituted for
the old because no change in quality is involved.

When a significant change in specifications occurs, the prices of the new article must be
suitably adjusted to make them comparable with prices for the old standard before they are
used in the index.

In those cases where both the old and the new articles have been selling in reasonable
quantities, side by side in the same market over a reasonable period of time, the common
practice is to neutralise the price difference by the simple device of *splicing’ the price series
for the new article to the price series for the old. The level of the price series is not affected
at the point of splicing. A continuous price series is built up using-the old article for measuring
price changes up to the time of the splice and the new article thereafter,

In some cases, simple splicing of the prices of the new article to the existing price series is
not a satisfactory way of neutralising changes in quality. This situation occurs, ¢.g. when
the price of a new model of an article reflects not only the extent of modifications but also a
degree of price change, upwards or dowanwards, for reasons quite distinct from these modifi-
cations. In these circumstances a simple splicing of the old and new prices would eliminate
the elements of pure price changes as well as the elements of change in quality. It is necessary
in such cases to assess the degree of pure price change involved and reflect this in the price
series before splicing,

3

Such assessments must of necessity be a matter of some judgment, but they.are made only
after careful consideration of as much relevant information as can be obtained. The types of
information considered include details of physical changes (e.g, weight or quantity of food-
stuffs); price changes for similar items; detailed cost and price data concerning components
or features of manufactured goods.

. Maintenance of continuity in prices and standards is'based-on assessment of relevant facts
gathered by -the Supervising Field -Officers and specialist investigators, Manufacturers.
importers, wholesalers and retailers co-operate in this work.

Problems in this field are intensified by the growing complexity of consumer goods and by
the wider coverage of the list of items of the Consumer Price Index. The procedures outlined
are 'designed to keép.margins of error. within relatively small lithits, with no cumulative
tendency in either direction. These problems continued to receive close attention.
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6. Notes on some index components

(i} General. The procedures already described apply generally throughout the index. The
following paragraphs outline certain spec1a1 features ‘of particular ihdex sections. A com-
prehensive account of the Housing Group is given in para. 7 on pages 16 to 20.

(i) Groceries, Prices used for groceries are obtained from both service and self-service
stores. In each city the numbers of stores chosen from each type are in approximate pro-
portion to their relative importance in retail grocery sales in that city. Regular checks are
made and the proportions are varied when necessary. By these means due weight is given
to each type of store in the averaging of prices.

(iii) Seasonal clothing irems. Normally, suimmer seasonal and winter scasonal items are
priced, in accordance with long standing practice, only in one relevant seasonal quarter, Price
changes since the corresponding quarter of the previous year are then taken into the index.
Price changes for winter and sumner seasonal clothing affect the index in the June and
December quarters respectively.

{iv) Fuel and light. Significant changes in the weights for this sub-group, and in the
proportionate weightings of its items, were effected as at the links of June quarters 1952
and 1956, and December quarters 1963 and 1968, Individual city weights are used, Present
weightings are as estimated for 1966-67 by analysis of consumption statistics and by special
inquiries and surveys, For the pricing of electricity and gas, particulars of rates charged under
various domestic tariffs are ascertained each quarter from major distributors in each capital
city. These rates are combined according to their estimated relative importance in 1966-67 in
accounts of domestic consurners. Prices used are those applying to accounts issued on the
15th of the middle month of the quarter. Where discounts for prompt payment are allowed,
prices net of discount are used.

(v) Household appliances. Prices are ascertained for representative models of various
brands, The average percentage change in prices of these models is used to vary a basic
expenditure weight for each item. Generally, minor modifications in the models are regarded
as not significantly affeciing standards. Where distinctive and important features are added
or removed, the procedures described in *(iv) Continuity of standards’ on page 14 are applied.
Prices used in the index are cash prices for new articles. (See also '(ii) Bargain and sale prices,
etc.’ on page 13.) Hire purchase charges are not taken into account.

(vi) Fares. The sub-group ‘fares’ in the index relates to train, bus and tram fares in the
city and suburban areas, It does not include travel beyond the metropolitan area. Separate
price indexes are compiled for train fares and for bus and tram fares. These are applied to
basic expenditure weights determined for each city individually. Significant changes in
weighting were effected at the links of June quarters 1952 and 1956, and December guarters
1963 and 1968. The present weighting is as estimated for 1966-67 in each city. For each fares
index, changes in fares are ascertained for about 40 selected representative journeys. The list
of journeys is revised from time to time to meet changing conditions but corresponding
journeys are always used for price comparisons between successive quarters. The journeys
are specified as between defined points, usuatly one in the city and the other in the suburbs.
For bus and tram fares, points are selected at representative picking-up and setting-down
points whether or not they are section stops. Journeys are chosen to give due representation
to the various routes and to both short and long trips. In post-war years, buses have replaced
trams on many routes, and government bus services have replaced privately-owned services.
These have usually been regarded as cases of replacement by equivalent services and the
specified point-to-point journeys have been ‘priced’ in the usual manner, For the index of
train fares, prices are obtained for single and return tickets and the various periodicat
tickets. These are combined in fixed proportions using weights derived from ticket sales.

(vii} Motoring. New motor cars are priced in the same way as houschold appliances
and the s$ame procedures are followed in collection and compilation, Pricing of new motor
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cars to a constant standard has become more complex in recent years because of the installa-
tion of safety features which have sometimes been required by legislation. These features
have been treated as quality improvements and the amount of price increase due to them
has been spliced out of the index,

For the remainder of the sub-group, a basic expenditure weight is distributed over the
items Tepresented in accordance with their estimated relative importance.

{viit) Health services. Services by dentists, doctors, hospitals and health insurance
funds were added to the list of items at December quarter 1968, The weighting of these items
is in accordance with estimates of expenditure by wage earner households during the years
196263 to 1966-67, adjusted to December quarter 1968 prices, Commonwealth benefits
are not included in the weights. As contributions by members to health insurance funds,
overall, are returned to fund members except for the proportion of contributions retained
by the funds for management expenses and reserves, transactions between members and
funds do not affect the weighting and pricing of the health service items except for this
retained portion.

Prices used are those for representative specific services by dentists and doctors, for
bed-days in hospitals, and for the operation of insurance funds. Where Commonwealth
benefits operate, these are subtracted to give net prices as payable by households.

It is considered that this method provides a satisfactory basic for the measurement of
price change in this field of expenditure, at least in the short term, However, the problem of
measuring long-term changes in price of some of these items in terms of constant quality
is intractable, and, in addition, any marked changes in the elements of the sitvation may
necessitate altered procedures in the index.

7. The Housing Group

Parts (i) to (viii) of this paragraph contain a detailed description of the Housing Group of
the Consumer Price Index for the six State capital cities. The same principles are followed in
the construction of the Housing Group of the Consumer Price Index for Canberra, but see
part (ix) of this paragraph concerning special aspects of the Canberra Housing Group.

(i} General. The Housing Group of the index is constructed as a combination of four
(three prior to December quarter 1968) sectors comprising four principal modes of occu-
pancy of houses and flats. Flats were introduced into the index at the link of December
quarter 1968, Shares of houses and furnished dweilings are not taken into account because
they have not hitherto been relatively numerous in respect of wage-earner households. The
four sectors of households directly represented are:

(e} Those renting an unfurnished house from a private owner;

(&) those renting an unfurnished flat from a private owner (Government owned in Can-
berra);

{c) those occupying a house let by a State housing authority under a government
rental-housing scheme; and

{d) those that own or are purchasing the house which they occupy.

These are combined in appropriate proportions in each city. The combining weights used
are in proportion to the numbers of wage and salary earner households in the respective
sectors in each city. At times of linking, the weights have been changed. For periods up to
June quarter 1952 proportions as at 1947 Census were adopted. For periods from June
quarter 1952 to June quarter 1956 proportions as at 1954 Census were used, For periods
from June quarter 1956 to December quarter 1963 the proportions as estimated for the
year 1956-57 were used. For periods from December quarter 1963 to December quarter
1968 the proportions as at 1961 Census were used. For periods from December quarter
1968 the proportions are as at 1966 Census. These proportions will be reviewed periodicaily.
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At the time of first compilation of the Consumer Price Index extensive investigations had
indicated that no single housing component such as rent or house price was likely to prove
adequate as a measure of price changes affecting the housing expenditure of wage-earner
households in the period 1950-1960. Not only were housing price changes highly diverse
but modes of house occupancy changed radically. Over a period of about seven to ten years
private house renting diminished from a major to a minor mode of house occupancy. It also
became evident that private house renting was unlikely to revive quickly. This made it
essential to undertake the task of devising relevant measures of price changes as affecting
owner-occupied houses. The method adopted was the practical one of using in the housing
component those prices or charges that could be periodically ascertained for goods and
services which have an important influence on housing expenditure of wage-earner house-
holds, Cost of land is not considered to be relevant to the retail price index defined herein,
and is excluded. Interest charges present special difficulties of concept and measurement for
which no generally acceptable solution has been found. They are not included in the index,
It is considered that the resultant items included form a sufficiently broad and representative
housing component for a retail price index over the period covered. The elements of the
situation may change and will be kept under review.

(ii}) Rent of privately owned houses. Returns of weekly rents for unfurnished houses of
four, five and six rooms are obtained at the middle of each quarter from house agents in
each city. These returns cover an extensive sample of houses (currently numbering about
3,000 for all cities) selected by the field officers as being of reasonable standard and suitable
for inclusion. Information thus obtained is used to compile measures of percentage price
change for rents. The sample is reviewed from time to time. Corresponding groups of houses
are used to compare rental charges from quarter to quarter. Separate measures are calculated
for categories covering four, five and six roomed houses with external walls of brick and of
wood, Average percentage changes shown by these measures are applied to basic average
rentals. Four and five-roomed houses only were used in index calculations up to Pecember
quarter 1963. Since then six-roomed houses have been included in index calculations. Both
the basic rentals and the proportionate weights for combining the categories are derived
from Census particulars of wage and salary-earner households in each city individually.
The Census of 1947 provided the basis of weighting used up to the link of June quarter 1952;
the Census of 1954 provided the basis from June quarter 1952 to December quarter 1963;
the Census of 1961 provided the basis from December quarter 1963 to December quarter
1968; and the Census of 1966 provides the basis for periods from December quarter 1968,
Periodically since the Census of 1954, variations in house rents, s0 ascertained, have been
checked by field surveys covering samples of privately rented houses. These samples have
been derived from 1954, 1961 and 1966 Census records.

(ili) Rent of privately owned flars. Privately owned (Government owned in Canberra)
flat rentals have been included in the index measure as from December quarter 1968, Col-
lection procedures are similar to those used for the rents of privately owned houses but,
because of the difficulty of defining the number of rooms, the flats are not classified according
to size. As with houses, corresponding groups of flats are used to compare rental changes
from quarter to quarter, There are approximately 2,000 flats in all cities used to measure
price movement for the index. The initial rent levels in the index were based on 1966 Census
particulars of wage and salary earner households in each city, adjusted to the rent level of
December quarter 1968.

{iv) Rent of government owned houses. In most cases, tenancy of a government owned
house includes an option to purchase. When the option is taken up, the tenant becomes a
purchaser by instalments and is usually regarded as having made some payment of principal
on the house by virtue of the weekly payments previously made as ‘rentals’. The index
measure used for government ‘rents’ relates to weekly payments for houses where the option
to purchase has not been taken up.

Information on changes of rents for metropolitan houses is obtainted each quarter from
State Housing authorities. Normally they are the rents actually paid, but no account is taken
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of rebates granted to certain tenants with small incomes. The measure relates only to those
houses let for general housing purposes. Government owned houses used for employee
housing by certain government departrnents are not taken into account.

In the main, ‘rents’ of tenanted government houses are not varied except at the time of
infrequent general reviews {in some cities) or upon review after tenancy changes. However,
over the period covered by the index, there have been relatively large increases in numbers of
government-owned rented houses, and ‘rents’ for newly completed houses have generally
been substantially higher than those for the older houses because of rises in building costs.
In these circumstances it is difficult to devise any overall measure of average “price’ change
in the rents of government houses. The method adopted has been to average all rents paid in
each of a number of appropriate categories of houses (classified by size and type) and to
combine the percentage changes so derived in constant proportions. Within categories the
newly built houses are currently of much the same standard as the old. This measure of
change in ‘rents’ of government owned houses relates to the average of a changing stock
of houses. Thus it may not be strictly a measure of price changes only and it may need recon-
sideration as circumstances alter. New combining proportions were calculated at June
quarters 1952 and 1956, and December quarters 1963 and 1968. Dwellings of inferior standard,
e.g. ‘temporary” and ‘emergency’ dwellings, have been excluded throughout.

(v) Home ownership, general, This section covers three important elements in the cost
of home ownership, namely, house price; municipal, water and sewerage rates; and repairs
and maintenance. The impact of price changes on the costs that are represented is measured
by applying to a basic expenditure weight for each item the percentage movement shown
by an index of price change for that item. The three components of the Home Ownership
section are described in the following paragraphs.

(vi} House price. Few home-owner houscholds are affected in a material sense at any
particular time by the current prices of houses, but all are affected at some time or another
and in any particular period there are some households that enter into new transactions at
current prices. Accordingly the total, and therefore the average, expenditure of home-owner
households is directly influenced by changes in prices of houses. Because home ownership
has become a predominant mode of house-occupancy for wage and salary earners, the
impact of house price changes, appropriately weighted, is represented in the index. Although
obscured by the longevity of houses, the principle followed is closely akin to that employved
for other items, and changes in current prices of houses are reflected in the index. The weight
of the item is a compound of a normal rate of purchase and a basic average price. The noimal
rate of purchase is regarded as being the rate of acquisition of new houses by the community
as a whole (in the capital cities) over the period covered by the index, The average annual
percentage rate of acquisition of new houses from year to vear was calculated by expressing
numbers of new houses each year as a percentage of the existing stock of houses at the begin-
ning of the year. This crude rate was refined to give the acquisition rate for a constant popula-
tion, The estimates currently used were derived from census data and statistics of new
building over the period between the Population Censuses of 1947 and 1966. The acquisition
rate was multiplied by a basic average price to obtain the basic average expenditure weight
for the item. The basic average price was derived from details of costs of houses built during
appropriate periods. The expenditure weight is common for all State capital cities,

Prices and other particulars are ascertained each quarter from private and governmental
bodies engaged in constructing, or financing the purchase of, houses for home ownership.
The prices collected are contract prices, sale prices (adjusted to exclude land), or, in some
cases, estimated building costs per square (i.e. pei 100 square feet). These are obtained for
houses in selected representative categories classified by size, type of construction and material
of walls, Houses within each category are believed to be comparable over relatively short
periods, To smooth out random fluctvations inherent in this sort of measure for short
periods, twelve-month (or four-guarter) moving averages are computed.

Price series derived for representative moedels of houses built by project builders have been
developed in recent years and progressively included in the index measure, Many of the
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selected models remain basically unchanged for reasonable periods of time and thus changes
in specifications can be treated in the same way as other items in the index (See (iv) continuity
of standards, page 14).

(vii} Rates.This item covers rates and charges levied on home owners by local government
authorities (including water and sewerage authorities) in each metropolitan area to meet the
costs of the various services provided (e.g. water supply, sewerage, garbage disposal, street and
footpath maintenance, drainage, street lighting, and heaith services) as well as amenities (such
as parks, gardens, swimming pools and bathing facilities, libraries, etc.) and the costs of
administration.

Rates and charges for each year are ascertained from the local authorities for an extensive
sample of metropolitan house properties (currently numbering about 4,500 for zll cities)
selected from census records of houses of four to six rooms, occupied by wage and salary-
earner households and owned or being purchased on instalments by the occupier. The sample
used until 1962-63 was selected from the Census of 1954, the sample used from 1962-63 to
1967-68 was selected from the Census of 1961 while the sample used since then was selected
from the Census of 1966. The sample excludes properties in predominantly rural areas
and in newly developing areas where changes in the valuations on which rates are assessed
are largely associated with provision of additional services and facilities,

Indexes of price change for rates are calculated from the amounts of rates payable on the
sample properties, using identical properties with unchanged services for the comparison
between successive periods. These indexes are used to vary basic average amounts of rates
payable in an appropriate base year for each Local Government Area, and a weighted
average is derived therefrom. The basic average amounts used for the period from December
gquarter 1968 are based on the average amounts of annual rates paid by the 1966 sample
tiouse properties in the year ending Decemnber quarter 1968,

Different practices exist between cities, and between authorities in the same city, as to
fiscal or rating years {e.g. some commence in January and some in June), the times of issue
of rates notices, and the dates on which rates fall due for payment. Broadly, changes in rates
are reflected in the Consumer Price Index in the quarters during which the -majority of
accounts are paid.

(viii) Repairs and maintenance. For the weighting of this sub-group estimates of average
expenditure by home owners on house repairs and maintenance, and of the relative importance
of various items, were obtained by sample surveys in the capital cities, The estimates of
expenditure cover only actual payments and do not impute a value to the home-owner’s
labour. Expenditure on alterations and additions is excluded from the index.

Prices used are the retail prices of paints, paint brushes, and certain other materials used
for repairs and maintenance. In addition, since December quarter 1968, price changes in
tradesman’s labour have also been included. Price series for these are combined in proportion
to their relative importance as indicated by the surveys. The resultant average percentage
price change is applied to the basic expenditure weight for the sub-group as a whole.

. (ix) Special aspects of Canberra Housing Group. The Canberra Housing Group is con-
structed as a combination of three (two prior to December quarter 1968) sectors comprising
the three principal modes of occupancy, The three sectors of households directly represented
are:

{a) those renting a house from the Commonwealth Government; .

(k) those renting a flat from the Commonwealth Government; and

(¢) those that own or are purchasing the house which they occupy.

Houses rented from private owners are not included because they are a relatively un-
important mode of occupancy and because of the difficulty of measuring price charige to

a ‘constant standard for ‘this item in local conditions. The elements of the suuanon _may
change and will be kept under review. -
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At points of linking, the weights used to combine the three sectors represented have been
changed in the same way as for the State capital cities. From the beginning of the current
linked series (i.e. from December quarter 1968) the proportions used in Canberra relate to
occupancy at 30 June 1966,

The following items in the Canberra Housing Group require special mention.

(a) House price. The common basic average expenditure weight used in the State capital
cities is a compound of & normal rate of purchase and a basic average price. In
Canberra, a higher basic average price is used and the compounded weight for house
price (before application of occupancy proportions) is therefore higher.

(b) Rates. Prior to 1967, in Canberra’s circumstances of infrequent revaluations of
properties for rating purposes, and of higher valuations generally applying to the
significant number of new properties, the method adopted to measure average price
change for general rates was to average the amounts of general rates paid by the stock
of private home owners in each successive period. During 1967, the practice widely
followed elsewhere in Australia of revaluing all rateable tand as at a common date,
to bring all values into a uniform relationship was adopted in the Australian Capital
Territory. Therefore the method of measuring price change for rates and charges in
the six State capital cities (See ‘(vii) Rates’ on page 19) was adopted to measure price
change in rates and charges in Canberra. The sample of house properties used was
selected from the Census of 1966.

(¢) Land rent. This item which was relevant to the Canberra Housing Group only was
included in the index for the period up to and including December quarter 1970, It
covered land rent paid to the Commonwealth Government by home owners in
Canberra for the lease of their home sites. Change in this item was calculated from
the average amount of land rent paid by the stock of private home owners in each
successive period. This was deleted from the index when the Commonwealth Govern-
ment ceased the practice of levying land rent in Canberra as from 1 January 1971,
The general rates charge was varied from the same date following a re-determination
of values and an increase in the rate in the doltar.

8, Publication of Consumer Price Index numbers

() General. Index numbers for each quarter are first issued in mimeographed statistical
bulleting available from the Commonwealth Statistician about three weeks after the end of
the quarter. These bulletins contain commment on the index and on significant price movements
that have occurred in the quarter under review, Tabular statements of index numbers show
current figures together with a summary of index numbers for previous quarters and years.

Tables of Consumer Price Index numbers appear regularly in the Labour Report and also
in the Digest of Current Economic Statistics {monthly), Monthly Review of Business Statistics,
Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics, and Official Year Book.

(i) Tabular statements of index mumbers. The tables on pages 22—30 show ‘Group’ and
‘All Groups’ Index Numbers of the Consumer Price Index, for the six State capital cities,
combined and separately, and for Canberra, for each gquarter from September quarter 1964
and each year from 1948—49. The table on pages 31-—2 show index numbers for sub-groups
and special groupings of the Consumer Price Index for the weighted average of the six
State capital cities, for each quarter from March quarter 1969 and for each financial year
from 1964-65. In addition, information of contributions by index sub-groups {(and special
groupings) to the total index in terms of All Groups Index Points are shown in the table on
page 33 for periods since March quarter 1970. (See 3 (iv) on page 9.)

9, Change of reference hase

Up to and including December quarter 1968 the reference base of the Consumer Price
Index was 1952-53 = 100.0. Since March quarter 1969 the Index has been compiled and
published on the reference base 1966-67 = 100.0.
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All the Consumer Price Index numbers which were published prior to March quarter
1969 on the 1952-53 reference base bave been re-calculated on the new 1966-67 reference
base and were shown in Section XVII of the Appendix to Labour Report No. 53, 1967.
Quarterly index numbers from September quarter 1964 to December quarter 1970 and annual
index numbers from 1948-49 to 1969-70 are shown on the new reference base in the tables
on pages 22-30. Apart from slight differences caused by rounding, index numbers for past
periods show exactly the same percentage movement on either reference base.

The methed of converting the guarterly index numbers on base 1952-53 = 100.0 to
base 1966-67 = 100.0 was set out in detail in Section XVI of the Appendix to Labour
Report No. 53, 1967.

10, List of items and weighty

The table on pages 34—40 sets out the List of Items of the Consumer Price Index as
from December quarter 1968, Although the items are enumerated therein in considerable
detail, the total number of items listed falls appreciably short of the total nutnber of grades,
types, brands, models, etc., for which prices are obtained.

The table also sets out the weights of the groups, sub-groups and items as comptrised in the
Consunier Price Index for the six State capital cities combined. The weights shown are in
proportion to estimated consumption at or about 196667 valued at relevant prices of
December quarter 1968. They indicate the relative influence given to the various components
in measuring the degree of price change in the index from December quarter 1968 (i.e. from
the beginning of the current linked series).
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: ALL GROUPS INDEX NUMBERS +
: Six STaT CaPITAL CITIES AND CAMRERRA B
- - (Base'of ‘each Index: Year 1966-67 = 100.0)(a) --

Note. The separate city indexes measure price movements within each city individually. They do not
compare price levels as between cities, ' ’ . : ) ' S

State capital cities—combined and separately
Period Six* T i Canberra
-g‘;‘tgl Sydney |Melbourne| Brisbane | Adelaide | Perth |} Hoban
cities(d)
Year—
194849 . . 43.9 4.4 43.3 43.1 45.0 44.0 43.0 45.0
1949-50 . . 47.6 48.1 47.1 46.6 +48.4 48.0 45.8 48.5
1950-51 . . 51.8 .6 53.1 .52.2 54.6 33.9 51.9 55.1
1951-52 | . 65.9 67.4 64.7 63.8 66.8 65.6 64.0 67.7
1952-53 . - 72.1 73.4 .1 69.5 3.1 72.5 0.9 74.4
1953-54 . . 73.5 74.5 72.5 . 0.9 | . 4.7 74.6 4.4 76.5
1954-55 | . 74.0 75.0 72.5 71.4 75.6 76.3 4.3 71.5
1955-56 . . 77.0 77.5 '76.8 73.8 8.1 78.3 78.1 -80.2
1956-57 . 81.5 82.8 1 - 81.0 77.8 §1.2 81.8 82.8 843
1957-58 . . 82.3 84.0 81.3 79.4 81.8 82:4 82.9 84.8
1958-59 A 83.6 84.6 82.9 82.1 83.6 §3.2 841 85.8
1959-60 . 85.7 86.5 85.3 84.2 86.2 84.8 85.6 87.6
1960-61 . . 89.2 1 89.6 89.5 §7.1 89.8 87.9 90.3 90.3
1961-62 . . 85.6 | 89.9 89.8 8%.4 89.5 88.2 80.7 91.6
1962-63 , . 89.8 9.4 89.7 88.7 89.1 88.7 90.7 91.8
1963-64 . . 920.6 91.4 50.4 89.6 90.2 89.8 91.7 92.5
1964-65 | . 94.0 94.5 94.0 93.0 93.9 92.6 94.6 95.3
1965-66 . . 97.4 97.7 97.5 971.5 97.0 96.1 98.0 98.1
1966-67 . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 140.0 100.0
1967-68 . . 103.3 103.2 103.7 103.3 102.9 102.9 104.6 102.6
196869 . 106.0 106.2 106.2 105.5 105.3 105.5 106.1 104.4
1969-70 109.4 i10.6 108.7 108.4 108.2 105.4 108.5 107.4
Quarter—
1964-65—
September 92.6 23.4 92.1 9l.6 92.7 91.8 93.3 94.2
December 93.7 94.2 93.7 92.6 93.9 921.8 94.5 95.2
March 24.3 9.7 94.5 91.5 94.2 92.8 94.9 95.5
June . 95.2 95.6 95.5 94.2 94.9 93.8 95.8 96.3
1965-66—
Seplember . 96.2 96.7 96.4 96.0 95.5 94.3 97.0 97.3
December . 97.4 97.8 97.5 97.2 96.9 95.5 98.3 98.4
March 97.6 97.8 97.5 98.2 97.2 96.3 97.8 98.2
June . 98.4 98.3 98.4 98 4 98.2 98.1 98.7 98.5
1966-67-—
September 98.8 98.8 98.9 99.90 98.6 98.8 98.6 98.9
Decemnber 99.7 99.9 99.6 99.7 99.7 9%.3 99.2 99.7
March 100.1 100.1 100.0 100.3 100.2 100.3 100.6 100,
June . 101.3 101.1 101.6 101.0 101.5 101.6 101.5 101.3
1967-68—
September 102.7 102.5 102.9 102.8 102.6 102.0 104.2 102.2
December . 103.0 102.9 103.3 103.0 102. 102.5 105.0 102.4
March . 103.4 103.2 103.8 103.7 102.6 103.1 104.6 102.6
June . . 104.2 104.0 104.8 103.7 104.2 104.0 104.6 103.2
1968-69—
September . 104.6 104._4 105.¢ 104.7 104.2 104.3 105.0 103.5
Deceraber . 105.7 105.9 106.0 105.3 105.2 104.9 105.8 103.9
March . 106.4 106.7 106.6 105.8 105.5 105.6 106.5 104.8
June . . 107.2 107.6 107.2 106.3 106.4 107.0 197.0 105.2
1969-70—
September . 107.8 108.4 107.6 107.2 106.9 107.7 107.4 106.0
December . 108.7 109.6 108.3 107.9 107.3 108.7 108.1 106.7
March . 109.8 1m1.3 108.9 108.9 108.4 109.9 108.9 103.0
June . . 111.2 112.9 i10.1 109.7 110.0 i11.4 109.6 109.0
1970-T1m
September . 111.9 113.9 110.7 1.1 109.9 111.6 110.2 109.7
December . 114.0 1i6.2 112.6 113.3 111.8 113.5 112.4 113.2

() Figures appearing after the decimal paint possess little significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted
to avoid distortions that would occor in rounding off the Aigures to the nearest whole number. (5) Waighted average,
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEX NUMBERS
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CaAPITAL CITIES
(Base of each Index: Year 196667 = 100.0)a)

23

. Household
Clothing supoli .
. . pplies Miscel- All
Period Food d;';gw Housing and laneous groups
equipment
Year—
194849 . . 38.2 48.9 40.5 58.3 4.7 43.9
1949-50 . . 41.4 56.4 42.5 61.8 46.8 41.6
1950-51 . . 48.4 65.1 45.2 67.8 51.3 531.8
1951-52 . 63.5 78.3 49.7 80.7 62.0 65.9
1952-53 . T0.7 83.7 55.8 86.9 67.2 721
1953-54 . . 73.2 84.3 58.5 88.3 67.1 3.5
1954-55 . . 3.7 84.5 60.3 88.1 67.1 74.0
1955-56 . . 77.8 85.4 64.2 83.3 Mn.a 77.0
§956-57 . . 81.5 86.9 68.1 92.0 79.3 81.%
1957-58 . . 80.1 89.5 71.0 93.4 80.4 82.3
1958-59 . . 81.6 90.5 72.9 94.4 81.4 83.6
1959-60 . . . 84.7 91.5 75.4 95.4 83.2 85.%
1960-61 . . . 90.2 93.4 80.8 96.6 85.5 35.2
1961-62 . . . 88.6 94.4 84.0 97.9 86.1 89.6
1962-63 . . . 87.8 94.7 86.5 97.7 86.6 89.8
1563-64 . . . 89.0 95.3 891 96.4 87.3 20.6
196465 . . . 93.9 96.8 92.0 97.2 91.4 94.0
1965-66 . . . 98.4 97.9 95.9 98.9 95.8 97.4
1966-67 . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1967-68 . N 104.7 102.2 104.5 101.2 102.8 103.3
1963-69 . . 105.8 104.3 109.1 102.9 107.5 106.0
1969-70 . . 108.1 107.5 115.5 104.1 111.6 109.4
Quarter—
1964=65=—
September . 92.3 96.2 90.9 96.2 89.4 92.6
December . 93.3 96.6 21.7 96,7 91.7 93.7
March . 924.0 96.9 92.2 97.8 92.2 94.3
June . . 96.0 91.3 93.3 98.1 92.2 95.2
1965-66—
September 98 .4 97.3 94.1 98.5 92.6 96.2
December . 98.5 97.6 95.6 98.8 95.9 97.4
March . 97.8 97.8 96.2 93.8 97.2 97.6
June . . 98.8 98.7 97.8 99.5 97.3 98.4
1966-67—
September . 98.7 98.9 98.5 99.7 98.7 98.8
December . 99.4 99.3 99.5 100.0 100.0 99.7
March . 100.0 100.2 100.1 99.9 1060.3 1060.1
June . 101.9 101.1 101.8 100.4 101.0 101.3
1967-68—
September . 104.8 101.4 102.9 100.6 101.8 10z2.7
December . 103.9 102.1 104.2 101.1 102.8 103.0
March . 104.6 102.3 104.7 101.1 103.1 103.4
June . . 105.6 192.8 106.6 101.9 103.6 104.2
1968-69—
September . 105.3 103.3 106.7 102.1 105.1 104.6
December . 105.5 104.1 108.7% 102.7 107.3 105.7
March . 105.7 104.4 109.7 103.0 108.5 106.4
June . . 106.6 105.2 111.2 103.7 108.9 107.2
1969-70—
September . 106.6 106.0 1128 103.7 110.9 107.8
December . 107.1 107.2 114.7 103.9 110.9 108.7
March . 108.7 107.9 116.2 104.0 i1iz.o 109.8
June . 110.1 108.9 118.3 104.7 113.5 111.2
1570-71— ’
September 110.9 L1092 120.2 105.4 113.7 111.9
December 112.0 110.9 122.7 106.6 117.5 114.0

a) Figures appearing after the decimal
to a(w);id distortions that would occur in

point possess little significance for general ptatistical purposes. They are inserted
ding off the By to the st whole b :
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEK NUMBERS
SYDNEY
(Base of each Index; Year 1966-67 = 100.0)a)

. Household
Clothing supoli .
. . pplies Miscel- All
Period Food drz:;:ﬂ Housing and laneous groups
equipment
Year—
194849 . 7.9 49.0 4.1 59.7 46.5 44 .4
1949-50 . . 41.0 56.9 42.6 63.8 48.6 48.1
1950-5% . . 48.7 66.1 4.9 70.1 53.4 54.6
1951-52 65.7 79.0 48.8 83.6 64.2 67.4
1952-53 . . . 72.6 84.6 55.3 89.2 68.7 3.4
1953-54 . . . 74.2 85.1 58.3 91.1 68.5 74.5
1954-55 . . . 4.9 85.3 60.2 90.7 68.5 75.0
1955-56 78.9 85.8 63.2 90.3 71.4 11.5
1956-57 . 82.9 87.5 66.3 94.9 82.2 82.8
1957-58 . 81.8 £9.9 69.8 97.5 83.7 4.0
1958-59 82.3 9t.0 72.0 97.2 83,7 84.6
1959-60 85.3 91.8 74.0 971.7 85.1 86.5
1960-61 . . 90.3 93.3 77.8 99.4 87.3 89.6
1961-62 . . 88.5 94.2 81.6 100.9 87.% £89.9
1962-63 . . 87.9 94.6 84.8 100.5 88.8 90.4
1963-64 . . 89.0 95.2 88.5 99.2 89.3 91.4
1964-65 . , 94.1 96.6 92.1 58.7 92.8 94.5
1965-66 98.8 97.7 95.3 99.3 96.4 91.7
1966-67 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1967-68 . . 103.9 102.2 105.0 101.2 103.¢ 103.2
1968-69 . . 104.9 104,2 110.5 103.0 108.5 106.2
1969-70 107.8 107.5 119.9 104.8 113.7 110.6
Quarter—
1964-65—
September . ' 92.5 96.1 91.2 98.3 91.4 93.4
December . . 93.2 96.3 91.9 98.8 93.1 94.2
March 94.2 96.8 92.2 98.7 93.3 94.7
June 96.3 97.2 93.1 98.8 923.3 95.6
1965-66—
September 99,2 97.2 93.3 99.1 93.6 96.7
December 99.4 97.4 94.6 99.5 96.8 97.8
March 3.4 97.7 95.4 99.0 97.6 97.8
June . 98.3 98.6 97.7 99.7 97.7 98.3
1966—67—
September 99.0 98.9 98.4 99.7 98.4 98.8
December . . 9.9 9%. 8 99.3 99 8 100.4 99.9
March . . . 100.0 100, 100.0 99.9 100.4 100.1
June . . 101.2 101.1 102.3 100.5 100.8 101.1
1967-68—
September 104.0 101.4 103.3 100.8 101.7 102.5
December 163.5 102.1 104.5 160.9 103.1 102.9
March 103.8 102.4 105.1 100.9 103.2 103.2
June . 104.1 102.9 107.0 102.t 103.8 104.0
1968-69—
September . . 104.1 103.3 107.5 102.0 105.2 104.4
December . . 104 .4 104.0 110.0 102.3 108.7 105.9
March . . . 105.0 104.4 111.2 103.3 109.8 106.7
June . . . 105.9 105.0 113.3 104.3 110.2 107.6
1969-70—
September . . 105.5 106.0 115.7 104.3 111.6 108.4
December . . 106.7 107.1 118.3 104.5 112.8 109.6
March . . . 109.0 107.9 120.8 105.0 114.3 111.3
June . . . 110.0 108.8 124.8 105.5 116.1 112.9
1970-71—
September . . 110.8 1092 128.1 106.5 116 .4 113.9
December . . 112.2 110.9 130.1 108.6 120.4 116.2

(a) Figures appearing after the decimal point possess little significance for general statistical purpases. They are inserted:
to avoid ﬁuistoﬂgua that would occur in rounding off the figures to the pearest whole number.p
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX_ 7

‘CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEX NUMBERS
ADELAIDE
(Base of each Index: Year 1966-67 = 100.0)(e)

' - . Househotd
. Clothing supphi .
. . pplies Miscel- All
Period Food g uwauM_Q Housing and laneous groups
equipment
Year—
194849 . . . 8.6 49.4 8.4 64.9 47.1 45.0
1949-50 . . . 41.7 56.5 40.0 67.2 48.8 48.4
1950-51 . . . 48.2 64.9 42.5 74.0 54.4 4.6
1951-52 . . . 62.5 79.3 47.6 86.7 ' 64.5 66,8
1952-53 . . . 68.7 24.7 55.9 93.4 70.2 73.1
1953-54 | . T2 85.8 61.5 94.0 69.5 4.7
1954-35 . . 72.9 86.1 63.2 931.8 69.5 5.6
1955-56 . . . 76.2 86.0 67.6 93.4 73.0 78.1
1956-57 . . . 78.9 86.1 2.3 96.4 78.3 81.2
1957-58 . . . 76.9 38.4 T4.9 97.1 E0.1 8.8
1958-59 . . . 80.7 ©§e.2 76.7 98.1 80.4 83.6
1959-60 . . . 84.6 90.5 78.3 99.0 83.3 86.2
1960-61 ., . . . 90.9 92.7 83.2 99.1 85.1 89.8
1961-62 . . . 87.7 94,1 85.9 99.7 B5.5 89.5
1962-63 . . . 86.6 94.6 86.7 99.2 85.3 £89.1
1963-64 . . . g8.8 95.5 88.7 97.5 85.8 90.2
196465 . . . 93.9 95.9 521 9R.0 90.9 93.9
1965-66 . . . 97.1 97.8 95.7 99.2 95.7 97.0
1966-67 . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1967-68 . . . 104.7 102.2 102.1 100.3 102.6 102.9
1968-69 . ' 106.4 104.5 104.7 101.1 107.0 105.3
1969-70 . . . 1071 108.1 109.3 102.0 112.0 108.2
Quarter—
196465
September . . 91.8 96.4 90.6 97.8 89.8 92.7
December R . 93.9 96.7 92.0 97.7 91.2 93.9
March . . . 94.0 97.0 92.5 98.0 91.3 94.2
June . . . 95.8 97.4 93.1 98.3 9t.3 94.9
1965-66—
September . . 96.9 97.4 893.5 98.6 1.7 95.5
December . . 96.6 97.6 95.9 99.1 6.3 96.9
March . . . 96.2 97.9 96.5 199.2 97.4 97.2
Jone . . . 98.5 98.4 96.9 99.9 97.3 98.2
1966-67—
September . . 98.6 98.9 98.2 © 997 98.0 98.6
December . . 99.2 9%9.9 100.2 100.0 99.8 99.7
March . . . 99.8 100.2 100.7 180.0 100.7 100.2
June . . . 102.4 i01.1 10t.0 100.2 101.5 101.5
1967-68—
September © . . 105.0 101.3 101.5 100.4 101.9 102.6
December . . 102.3 102.1 © 102.0 100.2 102.5 102.1
March . P 103.7 ©102.3 162.3 100.2 102.8 102.6
June . . . 107.7 102.9 102.5 100.5 103.0 104.2
1968-69—
September . . 106.8 103.4 102.9 100.6 103.8 104.2
December . . 106.3 104.3 104.2 101.0 107.0 105.2
March . . . 1035.8 104.6 105.3 101.4 167.9 108.5
June . . . 106.7 105.6 106.3 101.5 109.2 106.4
1969-70—
September . . 106.3 106.2 107.4 101.5 110.4 106.9
December . . 106.3 107.8 108.9 101.6 110.5 107.3
March . PR 107.1 108.4 109.9 i01.9 112.4 108.4
June . . . 108.6 109.8 111.0 102.9 114.8 110.9
1970-71
September . . 108.2 110.0 111.7 103.5 114.2 109.9
December © . . 108.8 111.6 116.0 104.3 117.3 111.8

(o) Figures appearing after the decimal point possess litile significance for general statistical purposes, They are inserted
10 avoid distortions that would occur in rounding off the figeres to the nearest whole number,
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28 RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXBES

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEX NUMBERS
. PERTH
(Base of each Index;: Year 1966-67 = 100.0)a)

. Household
Clothing suppli
. . pplies Miscel- All
Period Food d.r:nd Housing and laneous groups
pery equipment
Year—
1948-49 8.4 50.6 36.1 60.4 45.4 44.0
1949-50 42.5 58.3 38.2 64.6 46.6 48.0
1950-51 48.8 66,7 42.9 71.0 50.4 53.9
1951-52 . . 60.8 80.8 50.2 84.2 60.8 65.6
1952-53 . . 69.7 84.8 57.6 9(.9 67.1 72.5
1953-54 . 74.0 84.8 62.0 92.7 66.8 4.6
1954-55 76.1 84.9 68.6 92.8 66.8 76.3
1955-56 77.4 86.0 7.3 92.7 70.8 78.3
1956-57 80.9 37.4 .1 5.0 78.5 81.8
1957-58 . 79.7 89.6 72.8 96.0 79.4 82.4
1958-59¢ . 80.3 90.8 5.0 96.3 79.6 83.2
1959-60 . 82.5 91.7 76.9 97.3 8.1 84.8
196061 86.7 93.9 81.6 97.5 84.0 87.9
1961-62 £6.1 94.7 84.3 97.6 84.0 88.2
1962-63 86.4 95.0 86.9 97.3 84.2 88.7
196364 . . . 87.4 95.7 89.8 95.7 86.2 89.8
1964-65 . . . 91.0 96.8 92.1 96.7 90.0 92.6
1965-66 . . . 95.2 - 979 95.4 98.3 95.3 96.1
1966-67 . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
196768 . . . 102.9 102.1 105.8 100.7 103.2 102.9
1968-69 . . 104.5 104.5 112.7 102.1 105.6 105.5
1969-70 . . . 108.1 107.8 120.1 103.7 109.8 105.4
Quarter—
1964—65—
September . . 90.8 96.3 91.0 96.2 88.2 91.8
December . . 89.5 96.6 92.1 96.5 89.3 921.8
March . . . %0.7 96.9 92.3 96.9 91.2 92.8
June . . . 92.9 97.3 93.0 971.2 91.4 93.8
1965~66—
September 93.7 97.3 93.8 98.1 91.5 94.3
December 93.3 97.5 95.3 98.2 95.8 95.5
March 94.6 97.8 95.9 98.1 97.0 96.3
June . 99.0 98.8 96.5 98.6 97.0 98.1
1966—67—
September 99.7 98.9 98.0 99.0 98.0 93.8%
December . . 98.2" 99.9 99.4 100.1 100.0 99.3
March . . ' 99.9 100.1 100.5 100.3 100.7 100.3
June . 102.2 101.1 102.2 100.6 101.3 101.6
1967-68—
September 102.8 101.4 103 .4 100.4 101.5 102.0
Drecember 101.6 102.0 105.5 100.4 103.6 102.5
March 102.9 102.3 106.5 100.6 103.8 103.1
June . 104.2 102.8 107.8 101.3 104.0 104.0
196869
September . . 103.7 103.4 109.7 {01r.5 104.5 104.3
December . . 103.3 104.4 112.3 101.9 105.4 104.9
March . . . 104. | 104.7 113.7 102.3 105.9 105.6
June . . . 106.9 105.5 115.1 i02.6 106.5 107.0
1969-70—
September . . 106.9 106.4 117.0 102.7 107.5 107.7
December . . 106.1 107.5 119.9 103.6 i09.8 108.7
March . . . 108.4 108.0 121.2 103.8 110.5 109.9
June . . . 111.0 109.1 1221 104.8 111.5 111.4
1970-7—
Seplember . . 11,2 109.4 122.7 105.8 110.9 1i1.6
December . . 111.3 111.2 125.5 106.7 115.2 113.5

(0) Figures appearing afler the decimal point p Tittle significance for general statistical purposes, They are inserted
to avoid distortions that would occor in rounding oﬂ’theﬁsu:utothenwutwholembm



CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 2%

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEX NUMBERS
HOBART
(Base of each Index: Year 196667 = {00.0(a)

: Household
. Clothing . supplies | Miscel- All
Period Food 4 and Housing and laneous grolips
rapery equipment
Year—
194849 9.1 48.2 36.8 53.4 43.5 43.0
1949-50 41.3 56.4 38.2 54.9 43.8 45.8
1950-51 . 4711 65.2 41.7 0.5 50.0 5.9
1951-82 . . 60.9 78.4 46.1 -72.4 63.2 64.0
1952-53 . . . 69.9 83.1 52.3 78.4 68.9 70.9
1953-54 . . 75.5 84.6 56.0 80.8 7.6 4.4
1954-55 . . . 74.% 84.8 57.% 81.3 70.3 74.3
1955-56 . . . 79.5 85.8 63,7 85.2 73.6 78.1
1956-57 . . . 82.9 88.2 69.7 90.3 81.7 82.8
1957-58 . f . 20.5 9.4 71.8 91.0 82.3 82.9
1958-5% . . . 8.7 91.3 73.8 91.6 83.5 84.1
1959-60 . . 32 8 92.0 77.6 92.9 85.0 85.6
1960-61 . . . 92.4 93.% 21.9 9.9 87.0 90.3
1961-62 ' . 90.2 94.7 85.6 97.5 87.5 9.7
1962-63 . 88.9 95.2 88.2 97.1 87.6 90.7
196364 . 90.1 95.7 90.9 97.1 88.4 91.7
1964-65 . 94.0 91.0 945 91.6 92.0 946
196566 . . 98.9 98.0 97.1 98.6 96.7 98.0
1966-67 . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1967-68 . . . 106.8 102.4 103.6 102.9 104.5 104.6
i968-69 . . 105.3 104.5 108.4 104.5 108.0 106.1
1969-70 . . . 106.4 107.9 112.6 106 1 1t1.0 108.5
Quatter—
1964-65—
September . . 92.0 96 5§ 2.2 97.6 90.8 93.3
December . . 93.8 96.8 '94.5 97.5 92.0 94.5
March . . . 94 .4 97.2 95.3 97.5 92.3 9.9
Jure ' . 95.9 97.5 ' 95.9 97.9 92.8 95.8
1965-66—
September . . 98.5 97.4 26.4 98.5 93.9 97.0
December . P 99.7 97.7 97.2 98.2 97.6 93.3
March . . . 97.9 98.0 97.2 98.3 97.5 97.8
June . . . 99.4 98.9 " 97.7 99.4 97.7 98.7
1966-67—
September . . 98.3 98.9 . 98.1 99.6 98.3 98.6
December . . 98.8 99.9 99.3 9.7 99.0 99.2
March . . . 100.7 100.1 100.6 99.9 101.2 100:.6
June . . . 102.1 101.2 101.5 100.8 101.5 101.5
1967-68—
September . . 108.6 101.5 1.7 101.2 103.2 104.3
Pecember . . 107.5 102.3 103.7 103.4 104.7 105.0
Marck . . . 105.9 102.5 104.1 103.3 104.8 4.6
June . . . 105.1 103.1 104.7 103 7 105.3 104.6
1968-69—
September . . 105.1 103.5 105 3 104.1 106.3 105.0
December . . 105.3 104.5 108.4 104.1 107.3 105.8
March . . . 105.1 104.7 109.4 104.7 109.0 106.5
June . . . 105.8 105.3 101 105.2 109.4 107.0
1969-70—
September . . 105.6 106.2 110.6 105.5 110.0 107.4
December . . 106.0 107.6 112.3 105.8 110.4 108.1
March . . . 106.9 108.2 113.2 106.3 1.2 108.9
June . . . 106.9 109.4 114.1 106.9 112.5 109.6
1970-71—
September . . 108 4 109.5 115.0 107.6 112.2 110.2
December . . 1191 111.0 7.0 10%.4 116.3 112.4

{a) Figures wppearing after the decimal point possess tittle sigmficancs for gemeral statistical purposes, They are
inserted {0 avoid distortiona that would occur in rounding off the figuves to (the nearest whole number,



30 RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: GROUP INDEX NUMBERS
CANBERRA
{Base of eack Index: Year 1966—67 = 100.0Xa)

. Houschold
Clothing suppli .
. . pplies Miscel- All
Period Food g and Housing and faneous groups
rapery equipment
Year—
194849 ir.6 49.5 41.8 61.4 50.2 45.0
1949-50 40.5 57.5 43.8 63.6 52.1 48.5
195051 47.9 67.2 47.7 70.9 55.4 5.1
1951-52 64.8 80.2 52.8 82.5 65.5 67.7
1952-53 . . 72.4 85.6 59,1 83.0 72.0 74.4
195354 . . 74.7 86.4 63.1 93.6 72.4 76.5
1954-35 . 76.4 86.5 64.9 94.5 72.1 77.5
1955-56 . . . 80.9 86.7 67.7 95.1 74.7 80.2
1956-57 . . . 85.6 88.3 £9.9 97.6 82.0 84.3
957-38 | . 81.7 90.5 1.4 99.0 83.7 84.8
195859 . 85.3 91.5 731 99.4 83.9 85.8
1959-60 . . . 88.0 92.1 74.3 101.5 35.4 87.6
1960-61 . . @3.0 93.6 75.4 i02.6 87.1 90.3
1961-62 . . . 90.2 94.5 90.8 100.3 87.5 91.6
1962-63 . . . 88.5 95.0 95.8 9.6 87.7 91.8
196364 . . 89.2 95.4 96.0 99.2 89.4 92.5
196465 . . . 93.7 9.8 97.1 99.6 93.1 95.3
1965-66 . . . 93.0 971.9 98.6 99.7 27.1 98.1
1966-67 . . 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
196768 . . . 104.3 102.3 100.4 100.4 103.0 102.6
1968-69 | . .0 1081 104.2 101.9 100.6 107.0 104.4
1969-70 . . . 107.0 107.5 104.6 105.9 112.4 107.4
Quarter—
1964-65—
Septernber . . 92.1 96.3 96.4 99.4 91.3 94.2
December . . 93,2 96.6 97.1 9%.8 93.3 95.2
March . . 93.7 96.9 97.3 9.6 93.9 95.5
June . . . 95.9 97.4 97.4 9.4 94.0 96.3
1965-66—
September . 98.4 97.4 97.7 99.6 93.9 97.3
December L . 98.6 97.5 98. 4 99.7 27.9 98.4
March . 9r.5 98.0 98.9 9.5 98.2 98.2
June . 97.6 98.7 99.4 99.9 98.2 98.5
1966-67T—
Septernber . . 98.1 99.0 99.9 99.8 23.9 98.9
December . . 95.6 99.8 100.2 99.9 99.2 99.7
March . . 100.2 100.1 100.0 100.0 100.3 100.1
June . . 102.1 101.2 100.0 100.3 101.5 101.3
1967-68—
September ' . 104.7 101.5 99.3 100.4 101.7 102.2
December . . 103.7 102.3 0.5 100.3 1631 102.4
March . . . 103.3 2.5 100.6 100.4 103.4 102.¢6
June 104.8 102.8 101.2 100.3 103.9 103.2
1968-69—
September . . 105.3 103.4 101.4 100.3 104.5 103.5
December . . 105.0 104.0 101.5 100. % 105.7 103.9
March . . S| 1048 104.3 102.1 100.7 i08.7 104.8
June . . . 105.3 105.0 102.4 101.0 i08.9 105.2
1969-70—
September . . 105.7 105.9 102.7 101.4 110.4 106.0
December . . 106.3 107.0 103.2 101.7 111.6 106.7
March . . . 107.4 107.9 106.0 101.9 113.1 i03.0
June . . . 108.5 109.0 106.4 102.5 114.3 169.0
1970-71—
September . . 109.5 109.2 106.9 104.0 114.7 109.7
December . . 110.7 14,7 118 8 104.2 119.3 113.2

{a} Figures appearing after tha decimal point possess little significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted
to avoid distortions that would oceur in reundiag off the figures (o the nearest whole number,
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: INDEX NUMBERS FOR GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND SPECIAL GROUPINGS{a)—continued
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CiTIES
(Base of each Index: Year 1966-67 = 100.0Kb)

Year Quarter

Group, sub-group )
~Mar. { June | Sept. | Dec. | Mar. | June | Sept. | Dec.
1964—65]1965-66]1966-67| 967-68(1968-69] 1969-70 1969 | 1969 | 1969 | 1969 1970 1970 | 1970 1970

Household Supplies and Equlpment Group—- :
. 99.0 ) 100.0 } 101.8 } 104.5 | 104.6 | 104,0 | 105.3 | 105.1 | 104.9 | 104.1 | 104.4 | 104.4 | 103.1

Fuel and light . 96.7
Electricity . . . . . 97.9 1 100.0 | 1000 | 102.2 1 104.6 | 105.6 ] 104.3 | 105.6 1 105.6 | 105.6 | 105.6 | 105.6 | 105.4 | 107.0
Gas . . . . . . . 6.4 97.6 | 100.0 | 101.2 | 104.6 | 102.4 | 104.7 | 104.7 | 103.9 | 102.9 } 101.9 { 100.9 | 100.0 98.9
Other(h) . . . . %4.0 98.4 { 1000 | 101.8 | 104.1 ) 104.4 ] 101.4 | 105.3 | 105.1 | 105.3 | 101 4 ) 105.6 | 107.5 | 107.7
Household appllances . . . 100 ] 99.7 | 1000 | 98.6 | 96.2 (| 95.1 95.9 ] 9591 953 94.9 ) 949 952 9527 96.9
Furniture and Aoor coverings 98.2 1 98.6 | 100.0 | 10).6 | 105.5 | 108.9 | 167.1 | 107.6 | 108.1 | 1068.5 ] 109.1 | 109.9 | {]2.1 | 113.4
Other household wntensils, sundrles and
stationery . . 93.2 | 9.7 100.0 ] 102.8 §{ 105.0 | 108,21 105.6 | 105.7 | 106.7 { 107.6 | 108.6 | 109.7 | }11.3 | 1i1.8
Personal requ:sntes and propnetary rnedl-
cines . . 95.4 1000} 101.9 | 104.9 | 107.6 | 105.3 | 106.3 | 106.3 | 107.1 | 107.8 | 109.0 | 110.3 | 112.4

100.0 | 104.2 | 102.9 | [04.7 | 103.0 | 103.7 | 103.7 | 103.9 | 104.0 | [04.7 | 105.4 | 106.6

= T =
Se WO
o o=

Household Supplies and Equipment Group | 97.2

Miscellaneous Group——

Fares(i) . . . . . . 83.7 $8.3 | 100.0 | 102.2 j 1114 | 117.7 { 6.1 | t16.1 | 116.F | 116.9 | P88 | 118.9 | 121.8 | 123.4
Motoring . . . . . . 95.1 97.8 11000 | 102 4 | 108.2 } (10.9 | 108.6 | 10R.7 { 110.0 | 110.2 | 111.4 | 110.8 | 112.8 | 115.7
Goods(j} . . . . 97.4 99.0 11000 | 101.6 { 103.6 [ 105.4 | 103 6 | 103.6 | 105.1 | 105.1 | 105.7 | 105.8 | 106.7 | 110.2
Services andcharges{k) . . . 89.9 95.1 | 100.0 1 104.3 { 118.6 ] 123.9 [ 120.2 | 120.5 | 121.7 | 122.4 ] 125.0 | 126.4 | 127.3 | 128.9
Tobacco and cigareties . . . . 92.0 96.4 | 1000 [ 100.¢ | 1007 {1 103.3 | 102,01 102.3 | 102.4 | 102.4 | 102.4 | 106.0 | 106.1 | 114.5
Beer . . . . £8.3 O5.8 | 1000 [ 104 2 | 1O7.4 | 1iM.]1 | 107.6 | 107.7 | 108.2 ; 111.6 | 112 2 | 112.3 | 112.7 | M15.7
Postal and telep]mne serwces . . . 97.5 | 100.4 | 10D 0 | 106.6 | 108 8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 108.8 | 122.9
Radio and television operation . . . 9 7 1000 { 100.0 { 100 0 | 1059 { 107.8 | 1O7.8 | 107.8 | 107.8 | 107.8 | 107.8 | 107.8 | 107.8 | 107.8
Newspapers and magazines . . . 88| 958 | 100, ) 105.3 | 107.2 | 116.4 } 108.1 | 108.5 | 108.6 | 112,0 | 114.3 | 130.7 | 133.9 | 135.0
Other services(!} . . . . . 9.2 95.2 1000 | 105.9 | 1J0.O | 1070 | 111.1 | 112.5 ) 115.1 ) 116.2 | 118.0 | 119.0 | 116.3 | 118.9
Miscellateous Group . . . . 4| 58| 1000|028 167.5 | fit 6| f08.5 | 1089 1100 | Ff0.9 | 112.0 | 113.5 | 3.7 | 117.5
AR groups . . . . . . . 9.0 | 9741000 | 103.3 | 106.0 | 109.4 | 106.4 | 107.2 | 107.8 | 108.7 | 1092.8 | 111.2 | 111.9 | 114.0
Special Groupings—
All groups, excluding Food group . . 949 96.9 | 1000 | 102.7 | 106.1 ( 110.0 | 106.7 | 107.4 { 108 4 | 109.4 | 110.3 | 111.7 ] 112.4 | 114.9
All groups, excluding Housing group . . 94. 2 97.6 1 100.0 1 103.2 [ 105.6 | 108.4 | 105.9 | 106.6 | 107.0 | 107.8 [ 108.8 | 110.1 [ 110.6 | 112.7
(o) See para, 3 (iv.) Sub-groups and special groupgs, page 9. [{5) Fizl.lres appearing after the dec:rnal point possess little significance for general siatistical purposes. The re
inserted 1o avoid distorrions that would oceur |n off the fg to the m whaole () tneludes pouktry as from December quarter 1968, gd) Men's, women S.
and girls” summerweight outerwear and women's summerwclght underwear. (¢) Men's, women's, boys’ and girls" winterweight outerwear and undetwear, and b (£ 1
flats as from December quartzr 1968. (g) Does not include cost af land or sntevest charges op "house purchase, [F) Inc]ur?u heating oil and brig as from Dx ber quarier l963
(7} City and subuwrban 1rain, bus and tram, (}) Motor car, petrol, oil, tyres, wbes, tyre retreading and battery. {k)} Lubrication service, repairs. registrations, third party insurance and

driver's ligence. [t} Halrdrﬁsma drycleaning, shoe repairs and health services as from Diecember quarter 1968,
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEBX 3

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: ALL GROUPS INDEX POINTS CONTRIBUTED BY GROUFS
SUB-GROUPS AND SPECIAL GROUPINGS TO TOTAL INDEX(a)(&)

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SiX STATE CAPITAL CITIES—Base: YEAR 196667 = 100.0.

‘Index Poinis Contribution
Grroup, sub-group March June September December
Quarter Quarier Ciarier Quarter
1970 1970 1970 197
Food Group—
Cereal products . . . . . 4 57 4 62 4.64 469
Dairy produce . . 6 52 6.56 6 46 6.48
Preserved fruit and vmclahlﬁ . . 1.5 1.54 153 1.55
Potatoes and onlons . 086 0.87 1.18 £.31
Soft drinks, ice cream and oonl'ec.tlonery .49 4.98 510 5.18
Othel‘ ood(excem meat) . 355 3 53 a1.55 3.57
. . . 12.13 12.38 12.29 12.32
Beef 5.24 5.36 5.39 5.46
Moutton 1.40 1.44 1.40 1.38
Lamb 2.04 210 240 1.96
Pork o A1 0.80 0.80 0.81
2.6% 2,567 2.67 2.70
Food Growp . . . . . 34.07 34.48 34,75 35.08
Clothing and Drapery Group—
Predominantly summer seasonall c) . 201 2.01 20 2.12
;_ domm i winter nak; . 385 397 3.97 3.97
1y non . . 6 18 6.78 680 6.91
Footwear . . . . . . 2.84 2 87 289 2.92
Clothing and Drapery Group . . 15.48 15.63 15.67 15.91
Housing Group—
Rent, privately owned dwellings 607 6.19 6.36
Rent, government owned houses . . 0 98 0 9 1.01 1.0
Home ownership(e} . 90 9.18 924
House price and repmrs and main-
tenance .| 598 &.04 509 6.15
Local sovernmm rates and charsm .| 3.03 3.14 3.1 14
Housing Group . . . . . 16 05 16,36 16.6} 18,97
Heusehold Supplies and Equipmant Group—-
Fuel and light . 4.19 4.20 4.20 4,23
Elemrlcil.y . . . . 1235 2.53 3,52
. . . 103 1.04 1.03 102
Ol he . . . .| 062 0 64 0.65 .
Houschold appliances . . . 2.76 2.97 217 2.81
Furniture and Aoor WVerlngs . 213 2.13% 219 2.22
Other houschold utensils, suadries and
stationary 202, 204 2.07 2.08
Pergonal reqmsnes and propnﬂary rnedl-
cines . 224 . 2.3 234 2.38
hoid Supplies and Equip
Giroup . . . . . I3 38 13.46 13 56 13.72
Mis¢ellaneous Group— .
Fares(f) . 2 Bi 28 2.88 2.92
Maioriog . . . 9 97 100t 1010 10.36
Gaoods(z) . . .| 689 6.90 65.96 .18
Services and chnrges(fa) . . . 3.08 . in 3.14 8
Tobaceo and cigaretiss , . 1.80 3.93 3 94 4,25
r . . . . . 4.15 4.16 4.17 4.28
Postal and telephons services 118 1.16 I.16 1.31
Radio and telev:slon operauon 1.22 122 1.2 1.2
O s 637 8.2 638 6.3
t er 3¢l i . . .
. ) . . . .38t 3.83 3.64 3.68
Ou'lcr . . . . . . |25 2.60 2.64 2.74
Miscellaneous Group . . . 30 82 31.2¢ 3t 3r 32.33
Al Groups . . . . . » 109.8 {38 1 ‘(6) 111.9 1140
Special Groupings— ’
All groups, excludmg Food Group . 7575 76.69 77,15 78.93
AM groups, Group . 43 15 94 81 95.29 57.0%
() See para. 3 (iv) Sub-groups and special-groupings, page 9. -(b} Any discrepancies between tocals and sums of com-
panents in this table are due to rounding. For similar reasons quarterly movements shown by su P or group index
bers do not ily correspond exactly with those shown by the relevant index points. () Men's, women's, boys®

and gitls’ summerweight outerwear and woinen's and girls' summerweight underwear, () Men's, women's, boys' and
girls’ winterweight outerwear and underwear, and blankets. - {¢) Does not include cost of land or interest charges on house
uwichase, (f) City and suburban rail, bug and tram. {g) Motor car, petrol, gil, tyres, tubes, tyre retreading and
tery, m E tions, -third party insurance-and driver's licence,  -(7) Hairdressing,
dry cleaning, shoe repairs, ctnema admission and health sefvices,

16052/71—2



RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

SHOWING THE WEIGHTS OF THE GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND 1TEMS INCLUDED
IN THE INDEX FOR THE SIX STATE CaAPITAL CITIES COMBINED

MNote. The weights should not be regarded as dissecting total household
expenditure into its component parts (See para. 4 (iii) Basis of weighting on

pages 11-13)
Percentage weights(a)
List of items Sub G
ub-group roup
lrem tota! total
Foop . . . . .. ' 31.248
Cereal producls . . . .. 4,043 ..
Bread . . . . 2.086 ..
Flour—-
Plain . 0.27%
Self-raising . 0.0%0
Cake mix 0.125
Biscuits 0.841
Oats, rolled . 0.1
Rice . . 0.071
Prepared bmkl'ast foods . 0.454 .
Dairy produce . .. 5,993
Milk—
Fresh . . 2.453 ..
Powdered . . 0.468 ..
Condensed and evaporated . 0.146 ..
Cheese . . 0.538 ..
Butter . . 1.420 ..
Eggs . . . . . 0.%968 . .
Preserved fruit and vegetables . 1.412 .
Canned fruit . 0.440 . .
Dried fruit . . . . 0.230 . .
Fruit juice . . ' 0.157 . ..
Vegetablas—canned 0.230 ..
—frozen . . . 0.355 .. ..
Poiatoes and onions . . . 1.276 ..
Potatoes . . . . . 1.128 . N
Onions 0.148 .. .
Soft drink, ice cream and confechonery . 4.304 ..
Soft drink . . . 1.483 o .
Ice cream . . . 1.041 .
Chocolate confecnonery . 1.079 .
Sugar confectionery . . 0.701 .. .
Other food (except meat) . . e 3.9 .
Sugar . . . . 0.810 . ..
Jams . 0.207 .. o
Honey . 0.069 . .-
Sandwich spneads . 0.111 .. .
Baked beans, canned . . 0.060 . .
Spaghetti, canned . . . . 0.060 . .
Margarine . . . 0.312 . .
Sauce . . . 0.153 . .
Pickles . . . 0.054 .. .
Sardines . 0.040 . .
Herrings, canned . 0.034 . .
Salmon, canned . . 0. 144 .
Soup, canned and packet . . 0.252 .
Baby foods . . . 0.160 ..
Tea . . . . . . 0.454 .
Coffee . . O 0.313 . o
Cocoa . . . . . 0.076 .
Meat . . . . . . 10,911
Beef— .
Rib roast . . . . 0.705 .

1+

a) The weighta here shown ars in proportion to estimated consumption at or about
l%&-&‘f lued at rel prices of I

quarter 1968, (See pars. 10 on page 2L.)



CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 33

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--conrinued

SHOWING THE WEIGHTS OF THE (GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND [TEMS INCLUDED
IN THE INDEX FOR THE SIX STATE CaPITAL CITIES COMBINED

Percentage weighis(a)
List of items
Sub-group| Group
Ttem total total
Foop—continued
Mesat—continaed
Becf-—continued
Steak—
Rump . . . Ll 0736 . .
T-bone . . . . . 0.799 . .
Blade . . . . . 0.610 .. .
Chuck . . . . . 0.448
Sausages . . . . . 0.241
Corned silverside . . . 0.500
Comed brisket . . . . 0.321
Mutton-—
Leg . . . . . . 0.457
Chops—
Lain . . . . . 0.387 ..
Leg . . . . . 0.140 e
Forequarter . . . . 0.290 .
Lamb—
Leg . . . . . . 0.586 .
Chops—
Loin . . . . . 0.513
Leg . . . . . 0.164
Forequarter . . . . 0.443
Pork—
Leg . . . . . . 0.304 .
Loin . . . . . 0.725 f
Chops . . . . . 0.222 .
Processed—
Poultry . . . . 0.726 . .
Bacon . . . . 0.816 . .
Cooked corned beefl . . 0.257 . .
Frankfurts . . . . 0.119 . .
Capped meat . . . . 0.248
Other . . . . . 0.310
CLOTHING AND DRAPERY . . . . .. 14.126
Men’s clothing . . . . .. 3,611 .
Suit . . . . . . 0,489 . .
Sports coat . . . . . 0.227 e
Sports trousers . . . . 0.582 N ..
Pullover and cardigan . . . 0.280 .. o
Work trousers . . . . 0.214 . .
Shorts . . . . . 0.134
Overalls . . . . . 0.173
Shirt, ordinary wear . . . 0.223
Shirt, work . . . . . 0.049
Shirt, sports . . . . 0.496
Singleis . . . . . 0.130
Underpants . . . . . 0.138
Pyjamas . . . . . 0.148
Socks . . . . . . 0.272 ' .
Hat . . . . . . 0.045 P -
Handkerchief . . . . 0.101 . ..
The weights here shown are in ion to estimaied consumption at or about
1966-6?(0) m‘?’:}s"i b prices of D mp“-m'ﬁﬂamr 1968, (See m.plo on page 2‘;?)




RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX-—continucd

SHOWING THE WEIGHTS OF THE GRoUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND ITEMS INCLUDED
TN THE INDEX FOR THE SEX STATE CAaMTAL CITES COMBINED

Percentage weights(a)
List of items Sub- G
ub-group roup
ltem total total
CLOTHING AND DRAPERY—continued
Women's clothing .- 5.018
Costume 0 167 .-
Skirt 0.790
Overcoal 0.691
Raincoat 0.031
Hats 0.144
Frocks. . 0.679
Pullover, cardlgan ete. . 0.656
Slip . . 0.232
Undervests . 0. 070
Panties, etc. . 0.264
Brassiere 0.331
Girdle . 0.198
Stockings 0.440
Nightdress 0.131
Pyjamas : 0.0%57
Tmbrella 0.022
Handkerchief 0.075 ..
Boys’ clothing . .. 0. 544
Knickers 0.081 .
Jeans . 0.067
Shorts . 0 037
Raincoat . 0.013
Pwllover 2nd cardlgan 0.064
Shirt 0,124
Singlets 0.022
Underpants . 0.029
Socks . 0 063
Pyjarnas 0.028
Swim trunks 0.014 ..
Girls' clothing . . 0.803
Tonic . 0.169 ..
Overcoat 0.086
Blazer . . 0.046
Pullover, card:gan, ete, . 0.078
Frock . 0. 149
Slip . 0.020
Undervests . 0.025
Panties, etc. . 0.042
Pyjamas 0.045
Socks . 0.056
Stockings 0.033 .
Hais . 0.054 ..
Piecegoods etc . 0-836
Dress materials 0.519 ..
Nursery squares 0.033
Kritting wool 0.284 ..
Footwear . 2.512
Men's—
Shoes 0.711
Slippers 0.071
Working boo!s 0.114
Women' g
. Shoes 1.153
Slippers 0.159

) The weights here shown ars in_proportion to ¢stimated consurnptlon al on abouy
1963-67 vall.wd'l;l relevant prices of &mber quarter 1968, (See para. 10 o0 page 21.)



CONSUMBR PRICE INDEX

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX—continned

SHOWING THE WEIGHYS OF THE GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND ITEMS INCLUDED
IN THB [NDEX POR THE SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED

Percentage weights(a)
List of itemns Sub G
ub-group roup
Ttem total total
CLOTHING AND DRAPERY—continued
Footwear—continued
Children's—
Boys’ 0.113
Girls' . . . . .96
Sandshoes, etc. . . . . 0.095 ..
Houschold drapery . . . . . 0.802
Blankets . . . 0.246 .
Bedspread 0.075
Sheets . . . . . 0.116
Pillow slip . . . . . 0.057
Towel . . . . . . 0.178
Table cloth . 0.033
Tea towel 0.049
Plastic sheeting 0.048 .
HousmNg . . . . . . .. . 14.209
Rent, privately owned dwellings - .. 5.207 o
Houses . . . . . 2.092 ..
Flats . . . . . . 3.115 ..
Rent, government owned houses . 0.90] (.901
Home ownership . . . 8.101
House price . . . . . 3.429 .
Local government rates and charges 2.712
Repairs and maintenance . . 1.960
HousgroLD SurpLms aND BEQUIPMENT . - 12.490
Fuel and light . . . . . . 3,977 .
Electricity . .0 . . 2.357 o
Gas . . . Lo . 1.019
Firewood . . . . . 0.056
Kerosene . . . . . 0.130
Heating oil . . . . . 0.160
Briquettes . . . . . 0.255 . i
Houszhold appliances . . .. 2. 6400
CGlobe, electric 0.042 .. .
Iron, electric . . 0.100 ..
Toaster, electric 0.048 . *
Jug, electric . . 0.015 ..
Fry pan, electric . 0.0670 e
Mixer, electric 0.073 ..
Shaver, electric . . . 0.061 e
Refrigerator . . . . 0.439 .
Washing machine . . 0.330 e .
Vacuum cleaner 0.121 .. .
Stoves . . . . 0.240 .. ..
Radio set . . 0.261 .. .
Television set . 0.840 . ..
Furnitore and floor coverings . . . 1.938
Kitchen table and chairs . . 0.206 ..
Cupboard unit . . . . o1mn |- .. .
Mattress . . . . 0.122
Bed base . . . . 0.069
Lounge suite . . . . 0.885
Carpet . . . .. 0.382
Linoleum . . . . . 0.102 ..

a) The weights hero shown are in proportion o estimated conswmption at or about
1 7 valued at relevant prices of December quarter 1968, (Ses para. 10 on page 21.)



RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX—continued

SHOWING THE WEIGHTS OF THE (GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND ITEMS INCLUDED
N THE INDEX FOR THE SIX STATE CAPITAL CIVIES COMBINED

Percentage weights{a)
List of items Sube a
v ub-group roup
Ttem total total
HoussroLY SUPRLIES AND EQUISPMENT—
confinued
Otber household utensils, sundries and
stationery . . . . . .- 1.844
Household utensils—
Cup and saucer . . . 0.065
Dinner plate . . . . 0.044
Jug . . . . . . 0.023
Tumbler . . . . . 0.020 . .
Mixing bowl . . . . 0.020 .
Casserole , . . . 0.014 .
Cutlery . . . . . 0.070 o
Teapot . . . . . 0.022 .
Kettle . . . . . 0.018 .
Saucepans . . . . 0.095 .
Cake tin . . . . 0.011 .
Brooms . . . . . 0.069
Polishing mop . . 0.015
Gardening and smsll tools—-
Hammer . . 0.02% ..
Spade . . . . . 0.015. .
Fork . . . . . 0.008 .
Lawnmower, power . . . 0.145 ..
Hose . . . . . 0.031
Household sundries—
Soap, househoid 0.177
Soap powder . . . 0.118
Detergents . . . . 0.358
Cleanser powder . . . 0.039
Steel wool . . . . 0.020
Maiches . . . . 0.0%6
Boot polish . . . . 0.024
Toilet paper . . . . 0.116
Stationery—
Lead pencil . . . . 0.018
Pens . . . . 0.041
Exercise books . . . 0.06]
‘Writing pad . . . . 0.031
Envelopes . . 0.035
Personal requisites and pmpneta,ry
medicines . . . . 2.0M
Personal requisites—
Toilet soap . . . . 0.250
Toothpaste . . . . 0.165
Shaving cream . . . .
Razor blades . . . . 0.242
Hair creams, atc. . . .
Face powder . . . B
Face cream, etc. . . . 0.297
Lipstick . . . . . .
‘leoc:m powder . .
orant
Antiseptic . 0.257
Sanitary napkins

a) The weights here shown are in proportion to estimated consumption at or about
¥ valued at relevant pdoea of December quarter 1968, (See para. 10 on page 21.}

+



CONSUMER PRICE INDEX ot

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE- CONSUMER - PRICE INDEX-—conitinued -

SHOWING THE WEIGHTS OF THE GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND FTEMS INCLUDED
IN THE INDEX FOR THE SiX STATE CARITAL CITIES COMBINED

Percentage weights(a)
List of items Sub G
ub-group roup
Irem total total
HovseHoLp SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT—
continued
Personal requisites and proprictary
medicines—continued
Proprietary medicines—
Adhesive bandage . . . 0.073
Cough mixtures . . . 0.213
Cough drops . . . . 0.076
Fruit salts . . . . 0.127
Aspirin, etc, . . . . 0.144
Ointments . . . . 0.051
Indigestion powder . . . 0.061
Pills . . . . . 0.135
MISCELLANEOUS . . . . . .. . 27.927
Fares . . . . . . .. 2.483 | ..
Train . . . . N 0.989 .. .
Bus and trem . . . . 1.494 oo ..
Motoring . . . . . .. 9.143 .
Goods— :
Motor car . . ' . 3.381
Petrol . . . . . 2.137
Qi . . . . . . 0.153
Tyres . . . . . 0.338
Tubes . . . . . 0.024 .
Tyre retreading . . . . 0.217 e
Battery . . . . 0.136 ..
Services and charg&s——
Lubrication service . . . 0.128
Repairs . . . . . 1.587
Registration . . . . 0.394
Third party insurance. . . 0.556
Driver's licence . . . . 0.092 .
Tobacco and cigarettes . . . .. 3.580
Cigareites . . . . . 3.2 ..
Tabacco—
Cigarette . . . . . 0.298
Pipe . . . . . 0,038
Cigarette papers . . . . 0.023 ..
Beer . . . . . +3.757
Draught . . . . . 2.312 .
Bottled . . . 1.425 .
Postal and telephone ser\'lces . . .. 1.098
Postage . . , . 0.221 .
Telegram . . . . . 0.039
Telephone calls . . . . 0.350
Telephone rental . . . 0.488 ..
Radic and television operatlon . . .. i.157
Radio and television licence . 0.555 ..
Television maintenance . 0.602 ..
Newspapers and magazines . . “ 1.163
Morning newspapers . . . 0.455 ..
Evetling newspapers . . 0.288
Sunday newspapers 0.063
Magazines . 0.357

) The hta here shown are in proportion to estimated consumption at or about
1 ? wlwat televant prices of December quarter 1968, (See para. 10 on page 21.)



EETAIL PRICES AND FRICE INDEXES

LIST OF ITEMS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX—continued

SHOWING THE WERIGHTS OF THE GROUPS, SUB-GROUPS AND ITEMS INCLUDED
IN THE INDEX POR THE S1X STATB CaprraL CrmEs COMBINED

Percentage weights(a)
List of items Subegr. G
ub-group roup
Item total total
MISCELLANEOUS—contintied
Other services . . . . . e 5.546 .
Health—
Dental—
Filing . . . . .| o0.645 .. ..
Extraction . . . . 0.090 . .
Dentures . . . . 0.186 . .
Medical—
Home and surgery visits . . 0.849
Other doctors’ services . . 0.250 - .
Insurance fund, retained portion 0.132 . N
Hospital—
Bed—day . . . . §.060
Insurance fund, retained portion 0.148
Other—
H
Man’s haircut . . 0.282
Boy's baircut . . . . 0.063
Woman’s—
Trim . . . . 0.19¢
Set, shampoo, eic, 0.104
Permanent wave . 0.058
Drycleaning—
Suit . . . . . 0.057
Sports trousers . . . 0.087
Sports coat . . . 0.062
Frock . . . 0.149
Skirt . . 0.026
t . 0.098
Shoe repairs
Men's . . . . . 0.081
Women's . . . . . 0.077
Children's . . . . 0.042
Cinema admission—
Adult . . . . . 0.787 . ..
Total . . . . . {1 100.000 | 100.000 | 100.000

@) The weights here shown are In proportion to estimated consumption at or about
1 7 valueds:t relevant pricey of December quarter 1968, (See para. 10 on page 21.)



RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBEES, 1901 To 1970 4

Retail price index numbers, 1901 t0-1970

The index numbers shown below are presented as a continuous series, but they give only a
broad indication of long-term trends in retail price levels. They are derived by. linking. a
number of indexes that differ greatly in scope. The successive indexes used are: From 1901
to 1914, the *A’ Series Retail Price Index; from 1914 to 194647, the ‘C’ Series Retail Price
Index; from 194647 to 1948-49, a composite of Consumer Price Index Housing Group
{partly estimated) and ‘C’ Series Index excluding Rent; and from 1948-49 onwards, the
Consumer Price Index.

RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS
Six STATE CAPITAL CITiRS COMBINBD
(Base: Year 1911 = 100)

Index Index Index Index
Year number Year aumber Year number Year number

190 . . 83 1919 (a) . 170 1937, . 145 1955. . 394
1902 . . 93 1920 {a) . 193 1938, . 149 1956, ' 419
1903 . . 91 1921 {@) . 168 1939, . 153 1957. . 429
1904 . . 86 1922(m) . 162 1940. . 159 1958, . 435
1905 . . 9% 1923 . . 166 1941. . 167 1959, . 443
1906 . . 50 1924 . . 164 1942, . 181 1960, ' 459
1907 . . 90 1925 . . 165 1943, . 188 1961. . 41
1908 . . 95 1926 . . 168 1944, . 187 1962, . 459
1909 . . 95 1927 . N 166 1945, . 187 1963. . 472
io1e . 97 1928 . . 167 1946, . 190 1964, . 483
191t . . 100 1929 . . 171 1947, . 198 1965, . 502
1912 . . 110 1930 . . 162 1948, . 218 1966. . 517
1913 . . 110 1931 . . 145 1949, . 240 1967. . M
Y14y . 114 1932 . . 138 1950, . 262 1968. . 548
1915 (a} . 130 1933 . . 133 1951. . 33 1969, . 564
1916 (@) . 132 1934 . . 136 1952, . 367 1970. . 586
917 . 141 1935 . . 138 1953, . 383
1918 (@) . 150 1936 . . 141 1954, . 386

(#} November,
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International comparisons: retail price index numbers

The following tables show index numbers of consumer (tetail) prices for various countries.
Except where otherwise noted, the average prices for the year 1963 are taken as base
(= 100.0). The figures, which have been taken from the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the
Statistical Office of the United Nations, show fluctuations in prices in each country, and do
not measure relative price levels as between the various countries included.

INDEX NUMBERS OF CONSUMER (RETAIL) PRICES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES
(Source: Monthly Bulletin of Statistics of the Statistical Office of the United Nations}
{Base of each Index: Year 1963 = 100.0)

-ALL GROUPS INDEXES

-ﬂa\
Period 2| E |3 2| 8 %:‘E % gg .| E
E g | B%| 2 Z | Eg| 2 gﬁ ] “ E
S (23| %12 |83| 2 |28|2|%| 5
< m |@d| ¢ | wm |OoB| & | &2 K = Z
1966 . . .| 109.6 | 112.9 443 108.2] 108.9 109.5 137 9,502] 113.3] 116.4) 117
1967 . . ] N300 ) 116,23 574 112.0| 11L.B) 11,4 156] 25,612 117.5) 121.00-121.2-
1968 . . . |-116.1-] 119.4] 734] 116.6] 116.9 113,15 160] 57,7121 119.1} 127.5] 125.7
1969 . . .1 119.5 | 123.8] 879 121.8] 124.4] 116.1 175| 61,250 122.2| 134.1| 135.0
191 . . L4 124.1 1 128.7] 1,047 125.9] 130.9] 120.5 184| 68,806} 128.2] 144.4] 141.0
Quarter—
1969—
March . .j118.2 | 122.01  812] 119.2] 121.6| 115.3 170} 61,212{ 120.3] 130.4{ 133.4
June . | 11901 | 123.3] 859 121.5( 123.2] 115.9] 174] 59,298| §121.5] 132.8] 135.5
September L 119.8 | 124.3] 907 122.9 124.6] 116.0] 179 60,873| 122.9| 135.8] 135.0
December .} 120.8 | 125.7]  946| 12371 126.5| 117.0{ 177)63,616| 124.1]| 137.5} 136.2
1970—
March . . 122.0 ] 127.2 9861 124.9] 128.5{ 119.4 178]| 69,284! 126.0| 141.1] 137.9
June . .| 123.5 | 128.4] 1,025 125.91 130.3} 120.4| 183 68,319] 127.71 142.9| 140.1
September L 124.3 % 329.2] 1,065 126.6] 131.9| 120.6( 187|68,392| 128.7| t44.6) 142.2
December L 126.7 | 129.8] 1,113] 126.3| 133.3| 121.8 188/ 69,228| 130.6| 149.2; 144.0
a Q — = E
z o~
_— A -« o
; > Ta E,.. g = 5 2 'Jig =
Period N | 5 |E5|28| 215 2 88 Eg g
-] o
2| 3 E SE 2|5 E g2 B
2|2 |28)E2) & |35 g S ETAET R $-
1966 . . | 110,05 113.8] 117.9]  145] 103.9]| 110.1 | 115.5] 111.7) §12.5] 106.0; 100.9
1967 . . .| 116.6] 118_8| 126.0[ 155 107.3| 113.8 | 120.5] 116.1] 115.3] 109.0| 105.1
1968 . . .| 121.6] 123.0{ 126.2( 156] 108.1| 115.8 | 122.8| 118.9| 120.7| §i3.6] 105.3
1969 . . .| 127.6] 126.8] 130.2( 161] 107.8] 119.2 | 126.1] 122.0| 127.2 119.7L 104.2
1970 . . .| 136.0F 140.28 137.2 169] 108.1| 125.4 [ 135.0] 126.3| 135.3} 126.8| 105.6
Quarter—
1969—
March . .| 125.8] 125.1] 128.7 159 107.3| 117.8 | 124.6] 121.3( 125.2] 116.9{ 103.8
June . L] 127.2] 126.2{ 128.8 160] 107.6] 118.7 | 125.5| 121.5; 127.2| 119.0] 103.7
September .| 128.5]) 1273 131 1 160 107.7¢ 119.0 | 126.7| 122.0] 127.4| 120.6] 104.4
December .| 129.0} 128.4 132.8 162 108.4] 121.5 | 127.8] 123.0{ 129.1] 122.3| 104.8
1970—
March . .| 131.8] 136.6| 134.0( 165| 108.3( 122.4 | 131.9| 124.1| 131.5] 124.2} 105.8
June . .1 134.0] 138.4] 136.2 169] 107.5-125.3-{ 133.9( 125.1] 134.7| 126.1} 105.2
September .1 136.0] 141.4) 138.8; 170| 108.4] 126.5 | 136.0| 126.8; 136.2| 127.6{ 105.1
December L1 141.9] 144.3| 140.4 173 108.41 127.8 | 138.0; 129.4{ 135.0| 129.3] 106.3
o {a) Consumer Pn?e) Index aAa ﬁg:;ehrted to % Igﬂin‘:l' ll)li'; A b); %mm?gowealth Sr.auaéix%?:d 6] }{em
'y DEW H 1 -
e ot g e M e e e e 1503 ™
{h) White poputation.

Note. Symbol - on each side of an index number {e.g -95-) indicates that two series have been linked
at {or during) that period. Symbol between two index numbers indicates thatitis not possible to link
two geries (because of change in scope, eic.) and therefore the index numbers are not comparable with each
cther even though they are shown on the same base period.
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(NDEX NUMBERS OF CONSUMER (RETAIL) PRICES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES—continned
(Base of each Index: Year 1963 = 100.0)
Foob Grour INDEXES

) - S g
L2 = A =
Period g Z | L E| = 8 el = ﬁg ) 3
2 |25 g 7 |28| 2| 3 E
< d 82| 6| B tos] 2 |2y &5 | z
1966 . . .22 1.3 437 110.9) 108.9 109.t| 141 9,374 112.9] 117.3] 118
1967 . . 11167 n&.2 539 112.4) 110.8] 109.0| 164 26,204( 114.8| 122.9|-120.7-
1968 ., . . ., |-119.6-] 120.2] 650( 116.1] 114.2| 108.1| 170|62,876| 115.2 130.a| 123.7
1960 . . .21 | 12509 s12) 120.90 121.4] 111.0] " 190{ 64,816] 118.4] 138.7] 135.8
1970 . . . {125.5|130.] 9s5t| 1237 128.5| 114.2)  200{70.308] 123.5| 151.2] 137.5
Quarter—
1968.—
March . .| 120.1]123.2] 734] 118.2] L17.6] 0.1 183)66,113( 116.4] 134.2] 131.0
June Ll 2r2 | 1259 773 119.8 119.6] 111.5]  189]63,565] 117.9| 136.4| 131.6
September . | 121.1 | 126.6] 838 123.0] 121.2) 111.2 196/ 62,511] 119.6| 141.9| 131.9
December . | 121.8 | 127.9} 901 122.5) 123.2) 111.3] 193/ 68,411} 119.9] 142.2] 132.6
1970—
March . . | 123.6 | 129.8] 913] 124.3] 126.0] 113.8] 192[ 73,812 121.5| 148.7] 135.6
Jume . L[ 12500 | 130.3; 924 124.5] 128.2) 114.9)  199[ 70,630( 123.3] 148.8] 136.8
September . | 126.1 | 130.5] 938| 124.8] 129.7] 114.2| 205/ 69,218 124.2] 150.6] 139.3
December . | 127.3 | 130:0} 1,011] 121.0{ 130.8| 113.9] 205{69,576| 125.2| 156.58| 138.3

¢ s | s 5 sk .
- = -~ BZ <
3 S8 18 5 2 1z88 L |58| 3
Petiod S| 325123 ¢ | ! 2} 8 (23 ak|al| B
EEEEEE@EE&g&éEEgE«:E:
o Z 2 £
212 |s%IEZ| Z 132 (& | & [Ec3|32|355)=3
1966 . . {110.7) 14.1| 125.2] 148] 103.3} 114.8 | 117.8} 108.8[ 107.7) 110.3[ 108.7] 99.6
1967 . . | 118.8| 119.1| 132.3] 168| 108.8| 118.8 | 121.8]7780.0) 109.7 113.1] 109.6| 105.4
1968 . . | 122.8| 123.0| 131.2] 161] 109.0{ 120.7 | 123.0] 100.0] 111.7] 117.6| 113.6| 104.4
1960 . . |128.4| 127.9] 135.3] 164| 106.8 122.6 | 127.2] 501.7) 111.3] 1250 115 4] 103.4
1970 . . | 136.8| 144.4| 145.3] 180[ 106.1| 128.1 { 138.0] 104.3] 111.6{ 133.7] 126.0| 103 4
Quarter—
1969~ .
March . | 127.1] 125.5| 133.2] 163| 106.3] 123.2 | 124.7 101.8] 111.1] 122.0| 116.2] 102.5
Tune . | 128.2] 127.0] 133.9] 158| 106.5{ 122.6 | 125.8| 101.5} 110.9] 126.3| 118.1| 102.5
September | 129.4] 128.9 136.8] 163| 106.41 121.2 | 128.2| 1001.8| 111.4] 125.3| 121.0{ 103.1
December | 125.9] 130.1| 138.8] 170| 107.6] 123.4 | 130.2] 101.9] 111.4] 126.4] 122.2| 103.8
1970—
March . | 132.3] 138.9] 140.6] 174| 106.9] 124.8 | 134.0] 103.2] 111.6] 130.0] 124.9] 103.4
June . | 135.8] 141.8] 145.4] 17| 104.8]-127.0- 137.0! 103.2] 112.0| 134.4] 126.0] 102.5
September | 136.9) 147.0 147.0| 178 106.4] 129.6 | 140.5) 104.3| 112.5] 134.3} 126.9| 102.5
December | 142.2] 149.8| 150.1] 194] 106.4] 130.8 | 140.5] 106.2| 115.2{ 136.1| 126.3] 1041

{ay Consumer Price Index (Food Group) as coaverted to base 1963 = 100.0 by Commonwealth Statistician.
(b{ lncluding Tebacco. {c) Bemnnmg March quarler 1969, new index; base: 1960 = 100, @) Industrial workers.
(¢} New index; base: 1961 = 100 {f) All races. () Whire poputar.lon (#) Beginn 1967, new index:
base; 1967} = 100.0. (i) Basc ym 196

62w 100 0. Annual figures relate to year endad 30 June, () Source: Index
published by T.P.N.G. Staustician.

Nota. Symbol - on each side of an index number (e.g. -93-) indicates that two series have been linked
at (or during) that period. Symbol between two index numbers indicates that it is not possible to link
two zeries (because of change in scope, ¢tc.) and therefore the index numbers are not comparable with cach
other even though they are shown on the same base period.




