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Eastern and Central Land Divisions passes through the Western Slopes
Division as shown on the map in the frontispiece of this Year Book :—

Number and Area of Holdings in Divisions.
Size of Holding

t
. i N
(Ah%r;a},lt;g Cﬁg?bifgg)v? o I Coagtal, | Tablelands.] Western 1 P;:Idns Western Whole
Slopes. ‘ Riverina. Division. State.
Acres, ‘ \

Under 51 \In . 8,998 | 2,625 ! 2,022 1,657 232 15,534
- 65,746 | 51,095 36,393 4,128 348,985
51~ 100 1,358 1 999 345 35 7,325

~ 103,515 75,056 25,227 2,928 565,583
101~ 509 4,770 ' 4,431 1,995 78 25,048
_ 1,201,649 | 1,372,263 606,820 20,230 | 6,532,873
501- 1,000 2,660 | 4,126 2,248 70 11,761
) 1,919,756 | 2,934,004 |{ 1,590,923 47,345 | 8,346,730
1,061 - 5,009 3,309 | 4,041 2,627 79 11,881
5,592 297 | 6,952,879 4,698,244 132,408 | 20,272,216
3,001~ 5,000 721 | 858 1,042 41 2,926
2,752,762 © 3, 300,964 4,088,902 172,113 | 11,328,418

5,601-10,000 412 977 118

i 2,232
2,861,548 = 3,930, lSL | 6,187,945 906,605 | 15,210,068
10,001-20,000 184 | 337 270

2,519310 | 2
o=

1,997,024

©
T
I
0
\.7
O

20,001-50.000

1,021

4,569,119 | 3,746,659 13,965,341
189 384

2,232, 329 5,942,571 | 11,677,924 | 22,773, 97°
13 96 304

911,354 755,451 9,181,768 | 60,901,100 | 72,561, 329

i
|
Total [ No. ]l 32,339 16,124 17,322 11,518
i
|

Over 50,200

Totai Arca of
Division ...Acres

1,611 78,909
L Acres | 12,969,705 | 20,014,801 | 24,130,887 | 37,178,412 | 77,611,620 |171,905,515
4

:22, 23,000%| 26,659,000 | 28,261,000 ‘ 40,858,000 | 80,319,000 (198,522,000

* Excluding arca of prineipal harbours and of Lord Howe Island.

Approximately 47,907, or 61 per cent. of the rural holdings of the State
are less than BOC acres in extent, and occupy only 7,447, 441 acres, or 43
per cent. of the total ares used for agricultural and pastma] purposes. Of
these, 27,360 are iu the coastal districts, 8,753 in the Tablelands Division,
7,452 in the Western Slopes, 3,597 on the plains of the Eastern Division, and
345 in the Western Division. TEighty-five per cent. of the holdings in the
Coastal Divigion are less than BOQ acres in extent, but they embrace less
than 30 per cent. of the area occupied by rural holdmgs.

Holdings which exceed more than twice the maximum area prescribed
for residential conditional purchases may be considered for purposes of
discussion as large holdings. Their suitableness for subdivision could be
determined only after individual consideration. Holdings exceeding 3,000
acres in extent number 497 in the Coastal Division and embrace 4,427,524
acres, and ir the Tableland Division 1,402, embracing 11,042,028 acrea.
On the Western Slopes there are 845 holdings exceeding 5,000 acres in area,
embracing a total of 9,443,723 acres of land, and on the plains of the Central
land division {including the Riverina) 1,599 such holdings, embracing a
total of 26,131,403 acres. Thus, in the Eastern and Central land divisions
62 per cent. of the total area occupied is contained in 8 per cent. of the
holdings. Practically the whole of the land of the Western Division is
occupied by 958 holdings, exceeding 10,000 acres in extent, and embrace
76,325,773 acres; of this area 52,969,951 acres are comprised in holdings
exceeding 100,000 acres in area.

Number of Holdings and Average Area.

In the past sixty years land legislation in New South. Wales has been-
directed prnlmpaﬂy towards produﬂma an increase in the number of land
holdings, and, at the same time, efforts have been made to discourage the
aggregation of large areas under individval owners; for, when settlers bad
apread throughout the State, the existence of large estates began to prove
an ohstacle to [urther development,
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Since the first Crown Lands Act was passed in 1861 the Legislature has
been frequently occupied with the problem of rural development, but only
limited success has been achieved in promoting fresh settlement. Many
varieties of tenure have been devised, butnone has been found capable of
attracting populaticn effectively to the vast tracts of land in the interior.
Large holdings over 5,000 acres in extent have increased, and far more land
has been alienated than is necessary to maintain the number of settlers
actually remaining upon it.

The whole story of rural settlement in recent vears may be summed up
as follows :—Between 1861 and 1920 the number of original selections
made was approximately 131,730, and this number does not include such
holdings as Suburban, Returned Soldiers” Special, Residential on Goldfields,
and Irrigation Farms, which are generally small in extent. At the last-
named date there were in existence 61,794 holdings containing over 30 acres
of alienated land. Allowing for the number of holdings already in existence
in 1861 and remaining in existence in 1920, and for the inclusion in the number
of some original selections less than 30 acres in extent, it is clear that more
than half of the individual selections made during the period have been
disposed of and combined into large holdings either for the profit accruing
from the sale, or through the financial or other disabilities of the original
selectors.

Omitting holdings of less than 30 acres in extent, which arc vot important
in relation to rural settlement, it is possible to trace from 1881 to 1922 the
increase in the number of holdings in relation to the growth of population.
This is shown in the following table :—

Holdings containing over 30 acres of |
Alienated* Land.
Year. Mean Population.
Number. Avrea. } AX';L:% ©
acres. } acres, !
1881 32,521 27,791,076 855 | 765,015
1891 38,706 41,046,249 | 1,060 | 1,142,025
1901 i 48,360 45,869,742 | 048 | 1,366,900
1911 57,089 51,913,846 | 910 1,665,265
1916 60,435 56,047,062 | 927 | 1,893,479
1921 61,505 61,003,468 | 992 | 2,108,369
1922 | 61,983 | 61,986,372 } 1,000 | 2,150,862

* See explanation page 717.

Many of the holdings enumerated above have areas of leases attached
to thém, but the areas shown relate to alienated land only. Where two or
more holdings are owned by the same person they are enumerated separately.

The development of alienation has been slower since 1901 than previously.
The relative growth of settlement, alienation, and population may be readily
illustrated by reference to index-numbers in which, in ecach case, the year

1901 is chosen as base and called 100 :—

Index of Holdings containing over 30 acres of Tndex

Year. Alienated* Land. of Mean

Number, ; Area. { Average Area. | Population,

1881 67 61 E 90 56
1891 80 l 90 | 112 84
1901 100 100 - | 100 100
1911 118 1 113 ’ 96 122
~1916 125 122 : 98 i 138
1921 |- 127 \ 133 | 105 ! 154
1922 128 135 | 105 | 157

* See ekplamtion page 717,
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It is significant that the population Has grown: at a much faster sate
throughout than the number of holdings containing alienated land: Dhiy:
fact is an enlighteniny’ commentary on the drift of population: from: rirsl
to-urban settlements: :

Thie number of alitnated holdings Las increased at a' slower rate than the
area- allenated, and the number of large holdings of alienated land has in-
creased markedly during the past forty years. The increase; however, lias
not been uniform, and it assumed a new phase in 1912, aftor the imposition
of the Federal Land Tax. The following table which relates to individual
holdings without regard to ownership, shows the normber ard area of the larger
alienated holdings at intervals sirice 1897 ;-

Number of Alie;xjat‘ed*‘ Holdiugs \ Area of !\’Iiefriﬁtt'd* Holdings
of— of—
Year. ] o
5,000 to Over Totol, 5,000 to Over . Total;
20,000 20,000 Over 5:000 20,0600 . 20,000 Over 5,000
I aeres. acres. aeres, acTes. acres. aeres.,
e . acres. acres: acres
. 1891 865 320 1,185 8.459,384 | 16,129,163 | 24,588,547
1901 938 357 1,295 9,286,972 17,208,765 26,4«90.737 )
1911 1,081 362 1,443 9,673,180 16,560,215 26,433,295
1921 1,558 301 1,859 13,935,997 | 12,049,858 26,885,8“55
1922 | 1,599 201 1,890 14,370,199 12,727,877 27,098,676

¥ Bee'explanation paze 717.

The Federal Tand Tax (particulars of which are published on page 189
of this Year Book) was first imposed in 1910 upon so-much of the whimproved
value of lunds owned by residents of Australia as exceeded £5,000, and upon
all lands owned by absentees. The value of land in New South Wales cwned
by absentees is negligible, and the assessed value of lands held on lease from
the Crown is relatively of emall account. The incidence of the tax, therefore,
has fallen mainly upon large holdings of land absolutely alienated, or lands
in course of alienation. :

Up to 1911 the increase in the number of lirge alienated holdings had
progressed fairly regularly, but in 1912 there was a decrease from 362 to
335 in the number of alienated holdings exceeding' 20,000 acres in area, and
an increase from 1,081 to 1,901 in the number hetween 5,000 acres and
20,000 acres in extent. This change did not produce any reduction in the
total area of alienated land contained in these large holdings and, although
the number and arvea of alienated holdings containing more than 20,000
acres have continued to decline at an appreciable rate, the diminution has
been offset by an increase of 120 in the number, and 4,497,000 dcres in the
ares of alienated holdings between 5,000 acres and 20,000 acrés in extent.
The total area of alienated land embraced in holdings exceedihg 5,000 acres
in ares was almost stationary between 1901 and 1911, but since 1911 it
has increased by nearly €65,000 acres.

. Tenwre of Holdings. : ,

The tenure of land-holdings in New South Wales is principally of two
~lasses—freehold and leasehold from the Crown. Only a small proportion of
the total area occupied (approximately 21 per cent.) is rented from private
owners, although tlie area held on lease from the €rown is very large.
Tenancy, as understood in older countries is, thercfore, of srnall extent
94.4 per cent. of the total area alienated is occupied by its owners.
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The following ‘table shows -the -area oecupied -in .éach Division of New
South Wales,. -according to the:class of tenure.as at 30th June, 1924. Owing
to rearrangement of -the . divisions on the :basis .of Local Government areas
in 192223, divisional .comparisons cannot be made effectively with figures
published in premious years.

.Area of Alienated* . Holdings. ‘Crown Lands

L _ ogoupied as Total Area

Division. o B ’ separate holdings

Occupied “Private - Total ~or attached to Holdmors
by Owner. Renled. ota * . |.aliepated holdings.
i
acres. acres. acres. acres. acres,

Coastal ... | 8,222,011 1,218, 201 9,440,212 3,529,403 12,969,705
Tableland ., ...| 12,039,045 715,352 | 12,754,397 7,260,494 20,014,891
Western Slf)pei . .o 17,604,752 725,774 | 18; 330,626 5,800,361 24,130,887
Central Plains and Rnerm;z, .| 20,844,732 802,794 | 21,737,526 15,440,886 87,178,412
Western .. . e} 21,675,720 41, 1316 . 1,7115036 75,894,584 77,611,620
New South Wales ... ... 60,336,260 | 3,593,437 "63,979,—697 107,925,818 171,905,515

*See explanapiyon'p;nga 717, ‘

Of the total area occupied, 37 per cent. was classed as freehold, although
a considerable proportion of the total was in course of purchase from the
Crown, -and 63 per cent. was leased from the Crown. Over 70 per cent.
of the Crown lands so leased were in the Western Division, and utilised almost
exclusively for depasturing stock.

More than one-third of the land privately rented is situated in the Coastal
Division, where it amounts to nearly 10 per cent. of the total area occupied
in holdmgs These farms are used chiefly for dairying, and the system of
renting was subjected to adverse criticism in the report of the Seleet Committee
of Inquiry into the Agricultural Industry in 1921.

The proportions of the total area of the respective Divisions, occupied in
holdings of various classes are shown in the following table :—

Area of -Alienated* Holdings. Crown. Lands Total

Division _ occupied as separate Ares in
* Oc a - holding ttached
- ;:é:: Reopte- | Total. toalienated holdings. Holdings.
’ iper cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent
Coastal ... o] 36266 ! 543 42-:09 15774 5783
Tableland.. .| 45:16 | 2-68 47-84 2723 7507
Western Slopes . | 62°29 2:57 64:86 2053 8539
Central Plains and Rn erina ...| 5102 2:18 | 6320 3779 90:99
Western ... e 209 005 2-14 9449 96-63
New Southwa,l'és e | 08042 | 181 | 3223 54-36 | 8659

* Sce explanation-page 717.

Slightly less than 87 per cent. of -the total area contained within the
boundaries of the-State is oceupied.in holdings .of l:aere andupwards, used
for agricultural. or pasteral purposes. The highest proportion of alienation,
65 per cent. of the .area of the Division, -has taken place in the Western
Slopes, and the lowest, 2-1 per.cent., in the ‘Western Division. But taking
the total.area of holdings, the Western Division shows the largest proportion
of its area—96:6 per .eent.—~under ocgupation ; the proportions are high
also in the:Central Plains:and Riverina, 91 .per.cent.,.and in-the Western
Slopes, 854 per cent.

If reference be made.to-the table-on page 720 it will be seen that, contrary
to expectation,the proportion of lands not used for -agricultural -and. pastoral
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purposes in each division decreases as the intensity of settlement decreases;
at the same time it is apparent that the density of settlement bears an ap-
proximate relationship to physical configuration and average rainfall. While
the greater intensity of settlement in the more easterly districts necessitates
the allocation of larger proportions of land for public purposes, it is undeniable
that a very considerable proportion of the remaining Crown land in the
Eastern Division is so rugged or wooded as to be unfit or unprofitable for
occupation. This is especially the case in the South Coast Division, which
in parts is very mountainous, only 42 per cent. of the total area being occupled
by rural holdings, as compared with 65 per cent. in the North Coast Division
and 66 per cent. in the Hunter and Manning.

Croirn Land Holdings.

Crown lands are held, as has been explained, either in conjunction with
alienated land or as separate holdings. The total area held in conjunctiou
with alienated lands has been shown already. Particulars of holdings
congisting of Crown lands only at 30th June, 1922, were as follow :—

Swderet | arabea | Agmegne

‘ -

| acres. acres.
Coastal ... ol 611 497,787 814
Tableland v e el 1,136 1,197,443 1,054
‘Western Slopes .. . el 1,037 1,614,563 1,557
‘Central Plains and Riverina . 3,393 6,044,834 1,781
Western.. . e 906 19,926,778 21,994 .

b _ p—
New Sonth Wales ... } 7,083 29,251,405 4,134

By reason of the definition of alienated land used in collecting agricultural
and pastoral statistics the above table excludes holdings containing lands
under the tenures of homestead farm or homestead selection.

{i; will be observed that the average area of the holdings is comparatively
small in the Eastern and Central Land Divisions. In the Western Divisicn,
intense settlement has not ye¢t been found practicable, and the area of
holdings consisting of Crown lands only is very large.

VaLut oF ALIENATED RURAL LANDS,

The particulars which follow relate to the value, on a freehold basis, of
lands absolutely alienated, in course of alienation or held as homestead farms
or homestead selections and used” for agrictltural and pastoral purposes.
Information as to the improved anid unimproved capital values of such
lands were first collected in 1920-21.

The unimproved capital value was defined as heing the amount which
the land might be expected to realise if sold under such reasonable conditions
as a bona fide seller would require, assuming that the actual improvements
had not been made, and the improved capital value as the value of the land
with all improvements and buildings thereon under similar conditions of
sale. Where particulars of unimproved value were not available from
owners, collectors were instructed to obtain them from the records of Shire
Councils; and it is probable that local government assessments were returned
as the unimproved value of the whole of the lands, except in the Western
Divisgion, where no shires exist.
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Where valuations have been made hy the Valuer-General it has been found
that valuations formerly made for local government parposes were below
actual values. In many cases the discrepancy was cunsiderable, and in the
aggregate the valuations of shires are prebably under-estimated by more
than 20 per cent. Since municipal lands are of comparatively small extent
and very few shires assess improved values, particulars of improved capital
value were obtained from the owners, and may be considered a fairly correct
statement of the actual improved value of the land in question. The
unimproved and improved values as returned, therefore, are not comparable
because they are apparently stated upon different bases and represent respec-
tively the shire assessment of the wnimproved value of the land and the
owner’s opinion of the value of the land and its improvements. The value of
improvements cannot be deduced from them.

The following table shows in divisions of the State (on the basis of Local
Government areas) the distribution ¢f alienated and Crown lands cccupied
in holdings of one acre and npwards for agricultural and pastoral purposes,
together with total and average value of the alienated lands et 30th June.
1924, Comparisons cannot be made effectively with the divisional totals of
previous years except those of 1923.

A £ . . SO ty
Alensdeqe | Ujmproseq Cupitel | Toprsel ot
Division, })c}c{u;})g}ion R . N Cri\{’;afz{n 4
Vi e vETage
1'f)lvercl alggs Total. p;,re ;as;:. Total. pe‘r :crge
in extent.
Acres. Acres.
Coastal— 000. £000. £ £000. £ 000.
North Coast 3,105 11,120 36 33,028 | 10-9 1,485
Hunter and Manning 4,117 9,303 23 27,822 6-8 1,362
Metropolitan 328 2,916 8:9 6,835 | 208 2
South Coast 1,890 4,518 24 12,186 6-4 680
Total ... 9,440 27,857 30 80,771 86 _ 3,529
Tablelands—
Northern ... ... 3,663 5,114 1-4 13,390 317 2,907
Central ... ... 5,172 8,135 1-6 22,756 44 2,985
Southern ... 3,919 4,547 1-2 13,562 35 2,069
Total ... .. 12,754| 17,796 14 | 49,708 | 39 7,261
Western Slopes— :
North 5,455 9,744 1-8 22,830 41 2,754
Central . ... ..| - 5302 |-, 7375 14 22,672 43 1,483
South 7,574 | 718,278 18 39,787 53 1,563
Total ... .. 18,331 | 30,307 | 17 85,280 | 47 5,800
Plains— .
North-central 3,953 4,957 1-3 10,582 2-7 3,653
Central ... 5,455 5,338 10 11,288 21 8,114
Riverina ... .. 12,330 18,558 1-5 42,766 35 3,674
Total ... ... 21,738\ 28,853 1-3 64,636 30 15,441
Western Division .| 1,717 | 879 | 05 2,320 | 14 75,895
Whole State  ...| 63,980 | 105,782 17 282,733 44 107,928

¢ See explanation, page 17.
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Particulars of the rainfall, productivity, and population of ¢ach of these
divisions are shown on page 729. It will be observed that the average value
per acre is closely related to these factors., The alienated lands #n the
Western Division are situated mainly in its eastern confiries, and are by no
means representative of the value of the extensive Crewn lands ¢itusted
further west.

Cagital Invesied in Rural Industries.

The capital value of farm property in New South Wales was approximately
£383,947,000 at 30th June, 1924, made up as follows (==

£
Alienated land and improvements thereto ... 282,733,000
Capitalised value of lands leased from Crown ... 13,000,000
Machinery and implements re . e 13,714,000
Live stock ... ... 74,560,000

Alienated Holdings in Value Series.

The following is a statement of the unimproved value of land in alienated
holdings in value series as at 30th June 1922, and if in considering it the
low basis of valuation be kept in iind, useful deductions may be drawn
from it:—

) Proportion per cexit. of total.
Alienated Land.+ No 1 Vs
ienated Land. by — aliue
Unimproved Valio | pSf, | Algnateat | vaie | Y
Series. - g D! * Foroved, .
ings. per acte Unim-
’| Nuthber. | Area. proved
. value.
£ ACres. £ £ u.
Under 500 e .. 34,022 5,411,802 | 6,971,250 16 47:2 87 67
500 to 1,000 i 14,637 6,412,051 | 10,447,910 113 203 10-3 10:1
1,000 ,, 2,000 -] 13151 | 0.532,358 | 18,010,040.| 118 182 154 17-4
2,000 ,, 3,000 o 4938 | 5,978,620 | 10,060,550 | 1 i8 59 85 97
3,000 5, 5,000 . 2890 6,049,350 | 10,804,070 | 1 .16 4-0 97 10'5
5,000 4, 10,000 ol 1,826 7,275,718 | 12,260,300 114 25 11-7 119
10,000 ,, 15,000 561 4,225,472 | 6,704,370 112 -8 68 65
15,000 ,, 20,000 274 2,732,878 4,667,770 | .1 14 4 44 43
20,000 and over 536 | 15,200,222 | 23,506,430 111 7 245 227
a - i s ) i
Total ... .| 72185% ‘62,118,471 | 103,441,660 113 1000 | 1000 [ 100-0

* Excludes 7,083 holdings consisting of Crown lands only, ¥ Seo explanation, page 717.
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A most striking feature of this statement is the very large number of
holdings containing alienated land walued at less than £500 unimproved.
These number 34,022, or 47 per cent. of the total, and 17,111, or apprexi-
mately one-half of them, are in the coastal districts. In this category is
inclnded probably the whole of the holdings {numbering 2,680) used 1nci-
dentally, but not mainly, for agricultural or pastoral purposes.

Nearly one-quarter of the alienated land is contained in holdings whoss
unimproved value exceeds £20,000. There are 3,197 large holdings (4-4 per
cent. of the total) containing alienated land valued ab- ‘more than £5,000,
These embrace in all 29,434,290 acres of alienated land, valued at «"47,]38,870,
which is 45 per cent. of the total value for the State. Itis noteworthy that
the average value per acre of large estates is little less thanthat of smaller areas.

It should be noted, however, that no account igz taken of the value of
Crown leages attached to alienated holdings, and that where two or more
holdings are owned by the same individual they are, unless in close proximity
to each other, treated as separate holdings.

Live Stock, Wheal, and Improved Value in Area Serics.
The following statement shows the number cf live stock, the area under
wheat for grain, and the improved capital value of alienated holdingsin area
series as at 30th June, 1922 :—

All%lzfggné:?d n Area T, No. of
Area Serics %%‘lg_f R Tot-:;(x)ltArea \1)}/'!1‘&?;;; S'It:gé O;t a%‘a%i‘;l
(Algenat;d Land). ings. Improved Holdings.} Gji'l)a!in 30&15221}%' ‘?1?)121%’
%aﬁi;cg.l Area. 1921-22, Cad
acres. acres. acres, ’ acres.
Acres. No. £000. | 000. 000. 000. 000. | 000,
O*... . .. | 7,083* oo 29,282 127 3,241 197
1- 30 ... ...l 10,152 7,396 132 585 3 58 48
31- 320... ... | 81,572 50,333 4,598 14,247 207 1,384 990
321~ 640 ... e oo 12,587 33,669 6,005 16,175 771 2,460 518.
641- 1,280 ... L] 9,077 87,224 8,318 21,027 898 4‘,300 451
1,281- 2,000 ... ol 8,348 21,547 5,335 14,738 405 2,989 ‘233
2,001- 3,000 ... .ol 2,033 19,234 5,049 1‘2,698 287 3,122 18}3
3,001~ 5,000.. .. .| 1456 | 20987 5583 | 15611 210 3,009 202
5,001~ 10,000.... ... ... 1,096 27,230 7,524 15,648 157 4,849 227
10,001~ 50,000 ... 722 39,837 | 13,203 23,708 117 8;219 357
50,001-100,000 ... 50 8,187 3,508 4,219 ] 1,458 ‘ 46
Qver 100,000 ... ‘22 6,334 2,863 4,363 9 1,388 36
Total .. 79,218 271,048 | 62,118 172,391 3,105 ‘ 37,1664 "'3,458?{
* Holdings consisting of Crown 1511&15 only. 4 Excluding live stock not on ruia] heldings.
1 Including Crowm lands. § :See'explanation page 717,

In proportior to ‘shelr area, ho’dmgq congisting of Crown lands onlv are
used less than any group of alienated holdings. ¢ “
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More than 80 per cent. of the wheat is grown on holdings whose alienated
area is below 3,000 acres, and these holdings also carry b3 per cent. of the
live stock (38 per cent. of the sheep and 70 per cent. of the cattle), they
embrace 47 per cent. of the wlienated land and 62 per cent. of the attuched
Crown lands; while their improved value is 62 per cent. of the total.

More than khalf the wheat 1s grown on holdings whose alienated area is
between 321 and 1,280 acres, and the proportion thereafter diminighes
rapidly as the size of the holdings incicases. The average improved value
per acre varies throughout 1nverbel" as the arcs of alienated land in the

holdmcr

CHARACTER OF SETTLEMENT. -

" The character of the rural settlement of New South Wales has been deter-
mined largely by the geographical features of the laud, the distribution of
rainfall, feltlhty of the soil, accessibility of markets and local factors, such
as water supply, timber growth, and means of communication.

Thus in contrast with many older countries where the distribution of
settlement has been affected by considerations of defence, settlement in New
South Wales has been determined almost exclusively by economic factors.
The distribution of industrial activity is principally into pastoral, agricul-
tural, dairying, mining, and manufacturing localitics, 'and along lines of
traffic.

The pastoral industry, which caused the original spread of settlement oves
the State, is still maintained in practically every part of it, although it
diminishes in importance from the sole industry in the west to a secondary
position in the central and eastern land divisions, where agriculture and
dairying are assuming greater importance. From its nature it requires
extensive areas und little labour, and it promotes settlement of a scattered
nature characterised by small towns, which become smaller and more
scattered towards the western boundary, where ultimately only isolated sheep
and cattle stations exist.

.. Superimposed on the pastoral foundation in the central division the main

belt of agricultural settlement stretches from the northern to the southersn

boundary of the State between the Great Dividing Range and a Line to the

west, which follows generally the line of 20-inch rainfall in the south, and

the 25-inch line in the north. This extensive belt is roughly wedge- %harea.'
and diminishes from a breadth of ahout 200;miles in the extreme south to

about 100 miles in the north. Practlcalfy the whole of the wheat crops of
the State are produced here, but only a small portion of the siitable lands

have been utilised for agriculture, and pastoral pursuits are still carried on-.
extensively. Settlement in these central districts is more intense than in

the west, and a number of flourishing towns with populations r.'amgmﬂr from

2, 000 to 10,000 exist.

East of the Dividing Range, in the coastal rhstrlct dairying is the staple
mdus’cry, but there is also a certain amount of miscellaneous agriculture
in the more fertile portions, and some cattle grazing in the more rugged
and less accessible districts. Wheat-growing and sheep-raising are almost
entirely absent. Topulation in the coastal districts is denser than in
any other region of the State; the farms are usually small and intensively
cultivated. .
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The following analysis of the State according to natural divisions on the
basis of Local Government areas, shows the rainfall, population, area, and
production of each; a map showing these divisions is published as a frontis-
piece to this Year Book.

Rangc of | Popu- Production (1923-24).
Division. JZ\'era.gi} lgtion at l‘;otal
nnual ensus, rea.
Rainfall. | 1921, Wool: | Wheat. | Buster. | Minerals.l, YW,
|
inches. acres. 1b.  |bushels.| 1b. £ £
Coaslal— 000 000 000 000 000 000 000
gorth Coast ...| 35-76 124 7,009 15 1 136,967 1] L,162
unter and
Manaing ...l 22-60 245 8,355 3,509 11 15,765 | 6,859 | 4,812
Cumberland  ...| 20-50 | 1,060 972 52 1 841 227 (42,226
South Coast ...} 27-61 89 6,089 1,580 7,505 | 1,411 | 1,670
Total 1,518 | 22,425 5,156 13 {61,078 | 8,498 (49,870
I |
Tablelands—
Northern ...| 30-38 51 8,165 | 15,698 56 | 1,473 176 244
Central ... | 23-55 131 | 10,807 | 21,341 | 2,509 ; 1,470 | 1,105 | 1,666
Southernt .| 19-65 48 7,597 | 19,135 77 904 6 343
Total 230 ‘ 26,659 | 56,174 | 2,642 | 3,847 ‘ 1,287 | 2,253
Western Slopes— -
North ... o] 24-33 52 9,193 | 24,838 | 1,471 | 1,577 87 220
Central ... ... 17-28 52 7,839 | 19,995 | 5,486 705 1 274
South ... .| 16-40 96 | 11,230 N 30,694 111,879 | 3,446 59 681
Total 200 ; 28,262 } 75,627 518,836 5,728 147 | 1,175
Cenlral Plains— : B
"Northern ... 18-28 24 9,500 | 24,548 262 104 1 18
Central ... .| 15-19 20 1 14,650 | 27,916 652- 116 37 81
Riverina ... 12-22 64 | 16,708 | 39,649 {10,769 | 1,781 38 313
Total 108 ‘ 40,858 ‘ 92,113 | 11,683 | 2,001 76 412
Western Division ...| 8-19 48 J 80,319 ‘ 42,038 2 30 | 1,837 | 1,951
Whole Statet ‘ 2,104 E198,523 {271,008 33,176 | 72,684 |11,845 (55,661

* Value added in process of manufacture. 4 Including Federal Territory.

Manufactories proper are not extensive outside the metropolitan and
Newecastle districts, but dairy factories operate on a large scale along the
coast. Smelting and metal works of considerable importance are established
on the coal-fields of the South Coast and Central Tableland and on the silver-
lead fields at Broken Hill in the ‘Western Division.

The five principal topographical divisiong are strips of territory running from
the northern to the southern boundary in a south-westerly direction, and,
except for the Weéstern Plains, each is divided into three portions—northern,
¢entral, and southern—whereby fourteen subdivisions are secured, each of
which presents fairly uniform natural features and is affected by uniform
physiographic factors. In the north the region of high average rainfall
extends further inland than in the south, with the result that the isohyetals
run in a general north and south direction. The south-western extremity of
the Riverina lies about 100 miles further from the coast than does the north-
western extremity of the northern plain, and, as the average dnnual rainfall
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duminishes with increasing rapidity towards the west, the northern subdivi-
sions shown above gencrally receive more rain than the central, and the
eentral more than ‘the :southern subdivisions. Rather less than one-half -of
the total area of the State receives average rains exceeding 20 inches per vear,
and rather more ‘than -one-half receives an average of more than 15 inches
per year.

Not only the quantity, but the season and reliubleness of the rainfall, and
the amount of evaporation are important considerations in determining the
productive possibilitics of any region. In common with most countries,
New South Wales suffers periodically in-one part or ancther from the effects
of ‘intermittent ‘rainfall, a disability which lecal conditions such -as the
abnormal evaporation and the absorbent nature of the soils of the ‘interior
tend tomggravate. This considerable difficulty may he overcome ultimately
by watar eonservation and improvement in cultural methods, hut at present
it oparates powerfully to-the detriment of the western hmterldnd *

" SETTLEMENT IN DIVISIONS.

Pluvial circumstances exert a decisive effect on the nature of the pursuits
followed and the extent.of settlement in the vatious regions of the State, and
explain ‘their industrial ‘characters.

For the purpose of considering rural settlement, the State may be-distri-
buted into five statistical divisions, viz., Coast, Tableland, Western Slopes
of the Great Dividing Range, Central Plains and Riverina, and the Western
Division. The statistics for 1922-23 and subsequent ycars -have been collected
upon the basis of Local Government areas instead of counties, as formerly,
and this necessitated considerable rearrangement of divisional boundaries.
Therefore the divisional totals are not comparable with those of previous
years. The first four -divisions, however, cover the Eastern and Central
Land Divisions of the State, trending from north to south in the same general
-direction .as the coastline and principal mountain range.

Themnature of the industries and settlement of each of the principal divisions
of the State were diseussed in the Official Year Book, 1922, at page (81 ef scq.
Statistics for 1923-24 are shown below :—

Coastal Bistricts.
The following table presents a'summary of the tenure and extent of occupied
holdmg% in ‘the four main divisions of the coastal belt-as at 30th June, 1924 :—

Aren 3f land o’ccuplled 111 ho:ider)xgs of»l1 alm)cre and Area of
. for Agricult 4] 1 Sl avs
oty | Hob ﬁlnws upwards for Agricultural ‘a astoral Purposes Ali ?nase a
Division ¢f Coast. Aroefa lsagre Alicnatedt. rsui:able‘
A n fo
 Division, upwards, ; - | Crown | mopny. C‘ultil;*m
Freehold. | Private | maior Lands. tiont.
| reenoid. \ Rented. o ‘a )
sweres. No. ‘aeres. .acres. | “acres, .| -acres, | .acres. | ;acres.
4080 0600 000 960 600 000 000
North .. .. | 7,000 [11,827 | 2,670 | 436 | 3,106°| 21485 4,591 | 510
Hunter-’\d’dnmng ... '8/855 '10,547 | 3,718 399 | 4,117 | ‘1,362 | 5,479 439
Luamberland . wi| T2 4856 272 56 328 2 330 130
Sounth ... i - 76,089 5 F10 | 1;562 328 | 1,890 680 | 2,570 304
© Total ... 22 4?5 82,339 | 8,222 | ‘1,219 | 9,441 | '8;529 | 12,970 | 1,383

1- See e:(plamat ion, page 717

. X‘Lrt errarticu ’rars of ;amfall and ev aporation are patlished on pages 12-and 13 of this Year Boak.
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Apart from the small area in the county of Cumberland which surrounds
the metropolis, the North -Coast is by far the most closely-settled part .of
the Coastal Division. The average areas of holdings in the various divisions
are—North Coast, 388 acres; Hunter and Manning, 519 -acres; .and South
Coast, 503 acres. The. proportmn of the total.area of each division ~ogcupied
in holdings is 65 per cent. in the North Coast Division, 66 per cent. in thatof
Hunter and Manning, but-only 42 per cent. on the South Coast. The system
of privately renting land is more extensively practised in the coastal districts
than elsewhere in New South Wales. Almost 13 per cent. of the alienated
land is rented from private owners. Of the total land in-occupation about
63 per cent. is'used by its-owners, 27 per cent. is leased from the Crown, and
10 per cent. is rented privately.

Included in the coastal districts are 553 holdings, on which 861 share
farmers occupy 12,826 acres of cultivation and 193,851 acres as dairy farms.

Owing to the ruovged nature of the country only a small proportion.of the
land is considered suitable for cultivation and of this area less than one-
quarter was-cultivated in 1923-24. '

The following analysis of the main purposes for which these holdings were
used in 1923-24 prov1des an instructive statement of the diversity of
pursuits :—

Number of Holdings in Division.

P .
pes North | HUMEET | gumber- | South | o
Coast. Manning. land. Coast.

Agriculture only ... 784 | 1,739 2,043 388 4,954
Dairying only .| 4,865 | 1,750 366 1,765 | 8,746
Grazing only .. L] 2,498 3,245 518 1,555 7,816
Agrlculture and dalrymg 2,295 1 1,596 104 305 | 4,300
Agriculture and grazing ... 297 634 229 232 | 1,392
Dairying and grazmg o 460 581 42 252 1,335
Agriculture, dairying, and grazmg 281 286 38 71 676
Poultry only .. e . 12 103 | 1,019 66 | 1,200
Poultry, Bees, Plgs, ete. ... ) 10 19 73 12 114
Unoccupied, or used mainly for . other

purposes e e e 325 594 423 464 | 1,806

Total ... .. .| 11,827 | 10,547 | 4,855 | 5,110 | 32,339

The coast district contains 95 per cent. of the holdings used for dairying
only in New South Wales, and the North Coast district contains 83 per cent.
of the number. Dairying and mixed farming pursuits are the main activities
of ‘the population; ‘but a considerable proportion of the farmsis used for
cattle-raising.

The number, extent and value of alienated holdings of various sizes, and
the area of attached Crown lands in the whole coastal division on-20th June,
1922; were shown in the Official Year Book, 1922, at page €85.

Tablelands.

Most of the rugged portions of the State are contained in the tableland
divisions and, although extensive plateaux exist, considerable areas are rock-
strewn ;and ‘not adaptable to-agriculture. Hence grazing has remained the
staple industry, although many farmers combine aarlcultme with vmzmg,
and large areas are cultivated in suitable localities. The -rainfall is ample
throughout -and the headwaters -of most of the principal rivers make this'a
well:watered region. Railway communications are'good, but, on the whole,
settlement is sparse, fewer: ﬂoumshmor towns exist- than on the coast, and small
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settlements are rarer because lands suitable for intense farming are more
scattered. Neither dairying nor agriculture has been developed, and pastoral
pursuits, alone are extensive. ' :

The following table provides an analysis of the number and teuure of
rural holdi.hgs in the three main divisions of the Tablelands as at 30th June,
1924 :—

Avesn of land occupied in Holdings of 1 acre and
upwards for agricultural and pastoral purposes. Area of
: Holdings - = * Alienated
BT Total . Land
g;‘gf;&'l‘]gf area of of 2;’1‘3‘"9 Alienatedt. I sui::bl o
) division. UPWARS, | e Crown Total, |for culti-
) | Private | Lends. vationt.
Freehold. | . toq. Total. i
i acres, No. [ acres. l acres. I acres. ‘ acres, y‘. acres. acres.
, | oco 000 1 000 | 000 | 06O | 000 | 000
Northern “ 8,165 3,976 3,526 | 137 " 3,663 2,907 | 6,570 35_)7
Central I 10,897 8,355 4,859 | 3131 5,172 2,28 | 7,457 1,453
Southern i7,697 3,793 3,654 265 1 3,919 ©2,069 | 5,988 311
| Y DR S | P i “;
Total ... { 26,659 | 16,124 | 12,039 715 | 19,754 1 7,261 | 20,015 | 2,161

* See explanation, page 717,

While the proportion of land occupied in cach division varies from 80 per
cent. in the northern to 68 per cent. in the central, and 79 per cent. in the
southern tablelands, rural settlement is densest in the central districts,
which were the first to be cccupiod. Less than one-half of the total area of the
tableland division is alienated, ard nearly two-fifths of the srea occupied is
owned by the Crown. The system of private-renting is much less extensive than
in the coastal districts, only 5:6 per cent. cf the area alienated, or 3-6 per cent.
of the total area occupicd, being held in this way. In addition, there were
414 share-farmers on 270 holdings, comprising 51,051 acres of cultivation
and 9,709 acres of dairy farms. As in the coastal division the proportion of
alienated land suitable for cultivation is very small, but only about 25 per
cent. of the arable land was cultivated in 1923-24.

The main purposes for which holdings were used in each division of the
tablelands during 1923-24 are shown in the following table :—

Number of Eoldings.
T'urpose. | !

. Northern Central . Southern Total

Tablelaud. | Tableland. 1 Tableland. .
Agriculture only ... ... vl 241 1,383 118 1,842
Dairying only 108 60 96 264
Grazing ounly ... . .. 2,077 2,989 2,595 7,661
Agriculture and Dairying ... . 165 329 53 547
Agricultare and-Grazing ... . 880 2,721 640 | 4,241
Dairying and Grazing 127 144 | 68 | 369
Agciculture, Dairying, and Grazing | 143 265 68 476
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, es:. ... . 3 41 <7 51
Unoccupied and used for other purpos-':s,..’ 152 423 118 673
Tatal ‘ 3,976 8,355 3,703 16,124

Crazing pursuits predominate throughout, but a considerable proportion
of the holdings is used for agricultural purposes. :

A statement relating to the whole tableland division and showing the
number and cxtent of alicnated holdings of various sizes, together with
their total value and the arca of Crown lands attached to them on 30th June,

1922, was published in the Official Year Baok, 1922, at page 687.
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Western Slopes.

The divisions of the Western Slopes contain gently undulating lands with
- a westerly trend, watered by the upper courses of the inland rivers, und an
adequate and regular rainfall. These fertils areas are eminently suitable
for agriculture and are the moust productive portions of the interior. As yet
they are only sparsely settled, and very great development is possible.

The area, number, and tenure of rural holdings in the various districts of
the Western Slopes as at 30th June, 1924, are shown below :—

Area of Land occupied in Holdings of 1 acre and Area of

. Holdines lupwards for Agricultural and Pastoral purpcses. Al‘f;‘:éed
L Total £ :
Division of Slopes, | Area of | acfe and Alienated * E“‘::l}’l“
Division. r A

PSR [ upvards. Private g;?l‘g;l. Total. | Cultiva-

Frechold Rented. Total. “tion. *
acres. NO. acres, acres. acres. acres. acres. acres.

060 000 0o 000 000 000 |- 0600

North Western...; 9,193 | 4,620 | 5,268 | 187 | 5,455 | 2,754 | 8,209 | 1,510
Central Western..| 7,839 ' 4,650 | 5,086 | 216 | 5,302 | 1,483 | 6,785 | 3,456
Soutk Western ...| 11,230 | 8,043 | 7,251 | 323 7,674 | 1,563 | 9,137 | 3,893

Total 28,262 | 17,322 | 17,605 | 726 | 18,331 | 5,800 | 24,131 | 8,850

* Sce explanation page 717.

~ In relation to area, settlement is most dense on the South Western Slope,
but the highest proportion of occupied land is again greatest in the northern
districts. The proporticn of Crown lands occupied is 21 per cent. of the
total; the system of private renting is less extensive than in the coastal
or tableland districts, the area private rented being only 4 per cent. of the
total area alienated and 3 per cent. of the area occupied. The area of
arable land is very considerable, constituting over 42 per cent. of the total
area of alienated land considered snitable for cultivation in the State. Almost
50 per cent. of the private lands of the division are arable, and this proportion
18 &8 great as 65 per cent. in the Central Western Slope. Over 29 per cent.
of the arable land in alienated holdings in the Slopes division was under crop
m 1923-24.

The following statement shows the principal purposes for which rural
holdings were used in the Western Slopes Division in 1923-24 :—

Number of Holdings in Division; )
Purpose. North Ceutral = South
Western Western Western (.-« Total.
Slope. Slope, Siope, .
Agriculture only ... 558 492 1,312 2,362
Dairying only ... 38 15 47 . 100
Grazing only ... ... .., o n7e1 760 1,901 4,452
Agriculture and Dairying ... 309 24 143 ) 476
Agriculture and Grazing ... o 1,645 3,139 4,050 _ 8,834
Dairying and Grazing 60 7 135. | 202
Agriculture, Dairying, and Grazing 133 71 268 |, 472
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, ete. ... 11 2 9 H 22
Unoccupied and used for Other Purposes...] " 84 140 178 | 402
Total ... 4,629 4,650 8,043 | 17,822

Mixed farming—agricultural and grazing—-is the principal rural activity,
but grazing predominates on the North-western Sloge, where the arable
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lands are relatively of small extent. The nurber of holdings used for
agricultural purposes only is important, but dairying and small farming are
not extenstve.

The number and extent of alienated holdings of various sizes, together
with theit total value and the area of Crown lands attached to them, were
shown in a statement relating to the whole of the Western Slopes Division
in the Official Year Book, 1922, page 689.

. Plains and Riverina.

The Plains of the Central Division, including the Riverina, constitute the
eastern portion of a remarkable extent.of almost level country, stretching from
the last hills of the Western 8lopes to the western boundary of the State, with
an average width of 120 miles. They comprise the ormt sheep districts of
the State and about 40 per cent. of the agrlcultura; lands. Generally speaking,
they are not well watered, the average rainfall is low, and its intermittency
is a source of frequent loss. They are traversed by the western rivers in
their lower courses, but their flow ds irregular and, on account of their few-
ness, they do not supply water to a veryextensive area. Railway facilities
are not 8o good as in the more easterly districts, but they are being improved
steadily, particularly in the Riverina. Communication and transport to
outlvmg districts depend mostly on motor conveyanees, and horse-drawn
coaches and waggons. Artesian water underlies a “considerable area on the
north, and bores serve to supply permanent water in a number of localities;
in the south, sub-artesian bores are of great practical wtility.

The following table shows the number, tenure, and -extent of holdings
occupied for agricultural and pasteral purposes-in the division-on 30th June,
1924 . —

‘Area of Land occupied in Holdings of 1 acre and Area of
upwards for Agricultural and Pastoral Purposes. | i /0 10q
Plains of Central Total H"ldi“%'s Land
ME& 1%§ ra Area of | Of 1acre . suitable
sion, Division. and Alienated.* . for
, upwards. . Grown | motal | Cultiva-
Private [ Lands. : ' tion.
Freehold. rented. | Total N
acres. NO. acres. |acres. ‘ acres. aqres., acres, acres.
000 000 000 ‘ 000 0go 000 000
North ... ‘9,500 2,044 3,893 0 | 3,953 3,653 7,606 915
Central... 14,650 2,237 5,153 oOl | 5,454 8,114 | 13,568 2,110
Riverina 18,708 7,232 | 11,798 | 532 ‘ 12,330 3,674 | 16,004 5,501
Tatal 40,858 | 11,513 | 20,844 893 | 21,737 | 15,441 | 37,178 8,526

*See explanation page 717,

The existence of s closely-settled but comparatively small area of irrigated
lands'in the«Riverina exaggerates the apparent density of settlement in that -
division. Litfle ‘more than one-half of the total area occupied has been .
alienated, but while the proportion alienated is 52 per cent. of the total
area in the northern districts it is 77 per cent. in the Riverina, where the -
1and is more productive. '

The area held under the system of private-renting is of small extent, being
less than'5 per cent. of the total area alienated. The area of Crown lands
oteupied “isvery considérable -in all divisions, but in-the central districts
it ;greatly exceeds ‘the area of oceupied-alienated lands.
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Share-farming is not extensive in the north, but in the Riverina 334 holdin gs
are occupied by 540 share-farmers, who had 147,517 acres in cultivation in
1923-24 in addition to 2,131 acres of dairy farms. Only 23 per cent. of the
alienated land in the Northern Plains is considered arable, but the proportions
in the Central Plains and Riverina are 39 and 45 per cent. respectively.

The following table shows the main purposes for which the holdings in the
above table were used in 1923-24 1

-Nux;rber of Holding; Ain f’laiﬁs of Central bivision.

Furpose. " North. | Central. | Riveriba. | Total,

Agriculture only ... v » 31 92 2,174 2,247
Dairyiug only... 11 8 49 - 08
Grazingonly ... .. .. .. .| 1,274 1,589 1,254 4,117
Agriculture and Dairying ... .. .. 3 3 231 937
Agriculture and Grazing ... 667 4473 3,134 4,274
Dairying and Grazing 2 1 57 60
Agricnlture, Dairying, end Grazing 7 4 121 152
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, ete. ... . 1 2 -3
Unoccupied and used for other purposes.. 48 67 210 325
Total .. e . .| 2,044 | 2237 | 7.282 | 1L513

) | |

While grazing, with a very little mixed-farming and agriculture, predemin-
ates in the northern districts, agriculture assumes increasing importance in
the south until, finally, combined with grazing, it predominates in the
Riverina. On the irrigated lands of the Murrumbidgee a considerable
number of holdings are used for small farming, and this accounts for the
greater part of the holdings used for agriculture only and for dairying in the
Riverina. Nevertheless, taking into account the areas shown in the previous
table, the existence of agricultural pursuits is seen to have a very pronounced
effect on the deusity of settlement,

The number, total area of alienated land and of Crown lands attached,
and the value of alienated land 1n rural holdings in the plains of the Central
Division (including the Riverina), as at 30th June, 1922, were shown in the
Official Year Book, 1922, page 692. : :

s Western D ivision. . |

It would appear that the plains of the Western Division, one-third
of which ceceives less than 10 inches of rain per year and practically
the whole ‘of ‘the remainder less than 15 inches, will never be developed
into a productive region maittaining a population commensurate with
its area. While the soils are uniformly Fertile, the lack of rain, per-
manent water and grasses, and the high rate of evaporation; ranging
up ‘to 90 inches per year, render it unpreductive in a high degree.
Except on a few small irrigated ‘areas there is ‘searcely & sign of ‘agrieulture
or dairying, and by reason of the small yainfall, the sheep-catrying eapacity-
of the land is only about one-fifth as great as that of the plains further cast;
but the climate is well suited to the production of high-grade merines. Ttis
& lonely region for the miost part ‘occupied in large-holdings on a long lease
tenure. It presents an immense field for secientific development, but its’
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possibilities are problematical. Whether irrigation from the Murray and the
vast lake-reservoirs of the South Darling, or in the artesian water zone of the
north, combined with dry-farming methods will render any extensive areas
adaptable to agriculture, or whether water and fodder conservation will
render it capable of maintaining large numbers of sheep and suitable for
-closer settlement, remain questions which are not likely to arise seriously
until the more attractive easterly regions have made very great advances
in settlement. It is contended, however, that in the south there are large
areas which only require railway facilities to render them profitable for agri-
culture. . At present, excluding the mining districts, it is a vast region
comprising two-fifths of the area of the State, producing less than one-seventh
of the pastoral produce, but practically nothing besides, and supporting
only 21,000 persons {one person to 6 square miles) or one-hundredth part
of the population of the State. Near the western boundary, however,
is situated one of the richest silver-lead fields of the world, which supports
in the large mining town of Broken Hill, a population of 22,700 persons.
In the ecastern part of the division cxist extensive copper deposits, which
formerly maintained thriving settlements at Cobar, Canbelego, and Nymagee.
For the rest, the division possesses only one town, Bourke, with a population
exceeding 1,000, five exceeding 500, and about twenty smaller townships.

The following table shows the number and extent of holdings in the Western
Division as at 30th June, 1924 :—

East of Darling. West of Darling.
Area Serles (alienated and ~ s
Crown lands combined). No. of Area of No. of Area of
Holdings. Holdings. Holdings. Holdings.
Acres. Acres. Acres. ‘
I- 3,000 340 119,356 154 87,683
3,001~ 10,000 89 583,787 70 495,021
10,001~ 20,000 159 2,282,449 111 1,464,210
20,001~ 50,000 211 6,389,833 173 5,288,091
50,001-100,000 61 4,172,107 52 3,759,132
Over 100,000 92 20,883,884 99 32,086,067
Total ... 952 34,431,416 659 43,180,204

Although the area west of the Darling constitutes more than one-half of
the total area occupied, the number of holdings in all groups is less than in
the eastern sector. Nearly 70.per cent. of the total area is occupied by 191
koldings-exceeding 100,000 acres in extent.

The total area of alienated land in the rural holdings in the Western Division
is only 1,717,036 acres and of this 41,316 acres are privately rented. The total
area of Crown lands in rural holdings is 75,894,684 acres. Of the total area
of land occupied only 6,171 acres were under crop in 1923-24, although
116,139 acres were considered by the occupiers to be suitable for cultivation.
The unimproved value of the alienated land was returned as £879,380 and
the improved value as £2,328,370,
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VaLve oF MacaiNERY Usep N RuraL INDUSTRIES.
A comparison of the value of farming implements and machinery in use
during various years since 1901 is shown in the following table, ‘allowance
being made for deprecmtlon —

Dairyinz (in- ;
Season Farming. cluding Factory| Pastoral.* Total Value:
Machinery).
£ | £ £ £ .
1900-01 2,065,780 237,220 754,050 3,057,050

1925-06 2,557,260
1910-11 3,414,620
1915-16 5,362,030
1919-20 6,128,750
1920-21 7,120,380 910,260 3,141,030 | 11,171,670
1921-22 7,884,710 | 1,042,100 3,419,040 | 12,345,850
1922-23 8,536,170 1,124,960 3,816,250 | 13,477,380
1923-24 8,799,350 1,038,380 3,825,920 1 13,713,650

365,440 1,120,990 4,043,690
534,740 1,483,080 5,432,440
570,950 2,015,050 7,948,030
812,070 3,016,070 9,956,890

* Includes in many cages farming implements used on pastoral holdings.

AGRICULTURAL AND PASTORAL LABOUR.

Particulars of persons above the age of 14 years permanently employed in
farm work on a rural holding are collected annually. These are classified
according to status, and the amount of the salaries and wages paid to those
employees in receipt of remuneration is also ascertained. Returns were also
obtained in 1923-24 concerning temporary bands employed during harvesting
and shearing operations, or by contractors doing rural work, or engaged
in other work. There are many workers who earn their livelihood from
such casual employment, but owing to the difficulty of tracing individuals
their numbers cannot be stated. In 1923 24, however, the amount of wages
paid to casual employees was about 40 per cent. of that paid to permanent
employees; who numbered 35,292. Persons principally engaged in domestic
work are excluded from account. The numbers of percons permanently
employed in farm work on rural holdings during the year ended 30th June,
1924, are shown below together with the amount of wages paid to permanent
and casual employees during the year —

Capacity. Males. 1 Females. Total.

No. No. No.
Owners, Lessees, and Share Farmers ... 68,218 1,305 69,523
Permanent Employees receiving wages 34,155 1,137 35,292
Relatives not receiving wages ... 17,979 12,828 30,807
Total | 120,352 15,270 135,622-

Wages paid {including value of board and Iodgmg) —- £ £ £

Permanent Employees ...| 6,072,880 106,610 | 6,179,490
Casual Employees ... e ...| 2,458,578 13,164’ ‘2 471,742

Of the relatives not receiving wages, 8,312 males and 11,408 féniales above
the age of 14 years were employed in the coastal districts, where dairying is
the principal farming activity. This accounts for nearly 89 per cént. of the
number of females employed ; the remainder of the female relatives ‘employed
were uniformly distributed over the other divisions of the State..

The total amount of wages paid to permanent employees during the year
was £4,621,331, in addition to board and lodging, ete., valued at-£1,558,159,



38 NEW SOUTH WALES QPFICIAL YEAR BOOK.

or a total -of £6,179,490, the average remuneration being £178 per annum
tomales and £94 per annum to females. The wages paid to casual employees
amounted to£2,095,068 in addition to “ keep,” valued at £376,674.

Ruran Finance.

The problem. of promoting effective rural settlement in New South Wales
for many years-has been associated closely with that.of rural finance. While
comparatively few settlers have been possessed of sufficient capital to pur-
chase land outright from the Crown, there has been a general desire to acquire
a freehold tenure, neither private nor State tenancy proving popular. More-
over, the proper development of rural holdings .requires the investment of
much capital -for ‘lengthy .periods, -and facilities for temporary financial
accommodation, particularly during periods of drought.

The Land Act of 1861, aiming to encourage the settlement of an agri-
cultural population beside the pastoral lessees, introduced ““free selection
before survey ”” and sales of Crown land by deposit and instalments with
conditions -as -to residence, etc. By this means much more land was sold
in the next twenty-three years than was sold at auction, and since 1889
alienation ‘has been almost exclusively by conditional purchase. Beyond
the introduction of this plan of selling Crown lands on terms, little was done
to provide financial aid for settlers until the end of the last century, when
the agricultural and dairying industries were developing, and droughts were
destroying settlement.

In 1899 an Advanees to Settlers Board -was appointed by the Government
to make loans to farmers in necessitous-eircumstances. or embarrassed by
droughts. Advances were limited to £200 for a term of ten years at 4 per
cent. interest. The:scape of the Act was widened in 1902 when the Board
was empowered :to make advances to farmers-for any approved purpose up
0/ £800, repayable within thirty years. ‘

In 1907 the functions of the Board were taken over by the Commissioners
of :the:Government Savings Bank, and the limit of individual advances was
raised :to £2,600. By 1921, when the Rural Bank was established to carry
on and extend the work, the outstanding advances amounted to £3,250,000,
secured:by mortgages:from 7,000 borrowers. In.all, 25,7563 advances amount-
ing t0£12,040,601 had been made to 30th June, 1924,

In 1901 a Closer Settlement policy was introduced by ‘the Government,
‘with -a view to-acquiring -and subdividing large estates and leases suitable
for closer settlement. Operations under this scheme commenced actively
in 1905 and by 30th June, 1924, an area of 3,798,493 acres had been acquired
at a capital cost of £13;719,343 and alloted ‘in 7,707 farms. In addition,
at 30th June, 1924, abont 2,300,000 acres comprised in large holdings within
15 .miles of railway lines, contemplated or recently constructed, were under
proclamation, limiting ‘the value at which they might be resumed by the
Government for purposes of closer ‘settlement.

In April, 1923, the Rural B:znk inaugurated a scheme of -advancing -money
for the purchase of farms created by subdivision. This is referred to on
page 740.

“Of -s'milar - character - to - the :schemes of closer settlement was the entry
by ‘the -Government -upon -a -scheme of irrigation ‘in connection with -the
Murrumbidgee ‘River (in :1908) -to provide mnltimately about 5,000 farms.
Here settlers are -assisted “financially and by the provision - ¢f factories ;40
handle their -products. ‘Ancther ‘lavge irrigation-scheme has been initiated
in .connection with ‘the Muneay River. Ehe (Fovernment -also -undertakes
to Hinanoe the -eonstruction -of shallow :hores, “weirs, -etc,, *when . setblers .aze
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willing to:mansge them, and in some cases; to repay by instalmenty the caplta,lf ‘

cost.  The amount expended by the Government om water conservation

%nd irrigation projects for farm purposes 18 shown: on' page 481 of this Year
ook,

The marl\etuw difficulties of the war pemod revessibtod: f{u‘t‘zm‘ extension
of Government aotivity. The disposal of most of the primary produets
came’ within: the purview of legislation; partly to assist settlers: in their
difficulties; and: partly to-secure control of: supplies necessary for prosecuting
the war. All Gevernment control, however; had: ceased: by 1921,

In 1915 certain schemes of mited scope were Initiated: by the Departments
of Lands sitd Agriculture torassist farmers by loans to cultivate new areas
and to relieve necessitous farmers. Duﬂrg the: severe drought of 1919-20:
a sum of £2,000,000 was made available by two special local loans: to assist.
farmers whose ordinary commercial credit had. been destroyed. by the bad
seasons. These advances were administered by the Rural Industries Board,,
instituted in December, 1919. Particulars of these operations are shewn
below.

Rural Credit and Community Settlercni Scheme.

In 1920 and 1921 a Select Committee of the Legislative Council sat under
the chairmanship of Sir Joseph Carruthers to inquire into the cendition
of the agricultural industry in New South Wales. Among other matters
exhaustively analvsed was the system of raral finance. The Committee
found the existing system of rural finance deficient in certain respects and
recommended its improvement along co-operative. lines.

During 1922 a Bill was prepared and submitted tc Parliament by the former
chairman of the Committee with a view to providing an efficient system of
rural credit on co-operative principles, and to stimulating local development
through community settlement. The scheme put forward provided for
local co-operative socicties and wunions, and an extensive educational cam-
paian was arranged through a series of eonferences in the country districts
to explain the proposed measure and to prepare the way for its adoption.

This Bill was amended extensively and its provisions—enlarged to embrace
a complete scheme of co-operation—became law at the close of 1923. The
keynote of the scheme is the formation of new organisations as corporate
bodies with limited hab}hty The purposes for wh ich societies may be formed
include the provision of rursl credit, the promoticn of community settle-
ment and development, and co-operative tradlng marketing and transport.
A rural eo-cperative association: con&stmg of registered co-eperative societies
may be formed for the purposes of doing a*nthmo that a component society
may do, of supervising the affairs of member-socicties and of promoting
co-operation.

Advances by Rural Industries Board.
The Rural Industries Board was formed on the 1st December, 1919,
(@) to take over, consolidate and collect: all advances by the State for
drought relief, seed wheat and clearing land sinece 1915, and
() to extend the scope of relief given to necessitous farmers.

The total expenditure by the Board to the 30th June, 1925, was £2 868,985.
This included purchases of stocks of supplies.

The amount advanced from 1915 to 1919 under all schemes contmﬂed
by the Departments of Lands and Agriculture was £437,006. Of this £259,794
was repaid or otherwise adjusted, leaving debits amounting to about £177, 1000
taken over by the Rural Industries Board. The advances actually granted
to farmers by the Board from 1919 to 1925 totalled £2,319,291, making a’
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grand total in all schemes of £2,756,297. Of this sum £2,384,271 had been
repaid up to the 30th June, 1925. Of the outstanding balance about £300,000
will not fall due for repayment until 1926.

Originally operations were restricted to assisting wheat-growers, but in
1920 assistance was also afforded to dairy-farmers and small graziers. Of
the amount expended in 1923-24 a sum of £25,180 was granted to dairy-
farmers through the agency of co-operative dairy companies. These
companies were made responsible for repayment of the principal and interest.
By the 30th June, 1925, £23,440 of the principal had been repaid."

Farmers are charged interest on the amounts advanced at the rate of 6 per
cent. ; in some cases this has been increased to 7 per cent. The amount
collected from this source to the 30th June, 1925, was £163,2562. 'The amount
of bad debts written off to the same date was £10,158.

The cost of administration in 1924-25 was £12,337, but this sum i: not
debited to the farmers.

The expenditure by the Rural Industries Board between 1st December,
1919, and 30th JFune, 1925, was distributed as fol'lows :—

Expenditure.
. £
Seed Wheat ... ... 723,686
Fodder ... 1,403,300
Stores, &c. ... ... 683674
Fallowing Allowances 58,425
£2,868,985

Considerable stocks of fodder were on hand and in transit in June, 1920,
when the drought broke. Part of this was distributed to farmers for fallowing
purposes and the balance was otherwise disposed of to the best advantage
by sale.

During 1923-24 adverse conditions prevailed over a considerable area
of the State and applications for assistance were granted to 2,036 farmers,
involving an expenditure of £169,738. In 1924-25 a sum of £74,920 was
advanced to 779 farmers. The estimated area planted as a result of this
assistance was 400,000 acres in 1923-24, and 200,000 acres in 1924-25.

Fallowing allowances in re-p-ct of 55,520 acres were granted to the extont
of £13,882 in 1923-24, and £17,856 in respect of 69,684 acres in 1924-25.

Advances by the Rural Bank.

Under autherity of the Government Savings Bank (Rural Bank) Act,
1920, steps were taken early in 1921 to establish a rural bank in New South
Wales. The new bank was placed under the direction of the Commissioners
of the Covernment Savings Bank, and it continned on an extended basis the
operations of the Advances to Settlers Department, which were discontinued

The pr‘lﬁia‘ry object of the bank is -to afford more extensive financial
assistance: to primary producers than is usually obtainable from other
institutions, and thus to promote rural settlement and development.

The Commissioners are empowered to make advances upon mortgage of
land in fec-simple, and of Jand held under conditicnal purchase or lease,
settlement purchase or lease, and homestead grant o gelection. The advances
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are made to repay existing encumbrances, to purchase land, to effect im-
provements, to utilise resources, or to build homes. By this means material
assistance is afforded both to prospective and to established settlers.

Funds are obtainable from deposits at current account, fixed deposits, and
the izsue of deposit stock, rural bank debentures, and inscribed stock. Interest
is allowed on fixed deposits at current bank rates, and current accounts are
subject to trading bank conditions.

Loans are made only to pérsons engaged in primary produotlon or in
clogely-allied pursuits. The loans are of three kinds—(a) Overdrafts on
current account with interest at the rate of 61 per cent.; (b) 1nsta1ment
loans, repayable by equal hali-yearly instdlments of interest at 6} per cent.
and prlnClpal extending over thirty-one years; and (c) fixed loans for limited
terms. The security required may be land, either freehold or held under
any Crown tenure, stock, plant, crops, wool, ete.

The Commissioners are empowered to make advances to assist the sub-
division of large estates. Accordingly, leans up to 80 per cent. of the
market value of farms are made on lands which have a freehold or certificated

coudit Lonsl purchase title, and are partially improved. Individual loans,
however, are limited to a maximum of £2,000. In order to facilitate ncorntla-
tions of ﬂalc, the Bank, after inquiry, izssues certificates cither to vendors or
purchasers as to the amount it is prepared to advance on any land.

More than 140 branches of the Bank have been opened throughout the
%ta-te, usually in conjunction with a branch of the Savings Bank.
At 30th June, 1923, the amount of deposits with the Rural Bank was

£1,406,401 at current account and £2,484,979 at fixed deposit, while out-
standlnn advances amounted to £8, 600 031.

The following table shows the transactions in long termi and fixed loans
by the Rural Bank in 1921-22, 1922-23, and 1923-24 in comparison with
those of the Advances to Settlers Department in previous years :—

Yea Advances Mude. Repayments. Balances Repayable.
eAr
ot i
30 N .
June. | Number. Agl?)s;ﬁt. Average.| Number. A:&lx%t\;irlm. Number. { A&%ﬁiﬁb. Average.
i |
£ £ £ £ ) £
1911* | 838 | 331,603 | 395 | 743 | 185420 | 3,754 | 1,074,350 | 2¢6

1913* 1,386 771,272 556 | 414 116,476 5,094 | 2,051,132 403
1915 860 387,715 451 436 171,617 5,860 | 2,514,078 429
1919 589 260,255 442 520 204,558 6,171 | 2,569,751 421
1920 1,102 642,170 583 819 338,035 6,454 | 2,603,886 449
1921 1,365 813,525 596 577 293,540 7,242 3,423,371 473
1922 1,774 | 1,340,490 756 433'|" 238,987 8,583 4_52:5,37‘4 527
1923 1,110 725,315 653 508 297,375 9,185 | 4,953,314 £39

1924 1,081 888,479 822 500 315,049 9,766 | 5,526,744 566

*31st December.
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. In addition, short-term loans in the nature of overdraft are provided by
the Rural Bank to settlers or persons carrying on industries immediately

associated with rural pursuits,

Particulars of these are shown below :—

Advanees made during year.

Advances current at epd-of-

Year ended year.
30th June. = -
No. 1 Amount. XNo. Amount.
! £ ' £
1922 oo 1,383 980,375 1,364 728,584
1623 o] 1,565 794,499 2,743 E 1,381,113
1924 var) 1,827 1,881,335 4,205 2 2,144,333

The amount due to depositors at 30th June, 1924 was £3,103,072.
~ The net profit of the Bank for the year 1923-24 was £30,500, which was
added to the reserve fund, making it £189,966.

Other Advances to Seitlers.

Particulars of the number and amount of registered loans made on the
security of live-steck, wool, and growing crops are published on page 554 of
this Year Book. During 1921 the number of such advances was 13,330, and
the totel consideration £3,244,554.
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ArEs oF New SourE WALES.

Tug area of New South Wales, including Lord Howe Island (5 square
miles) and the Federal Capital Territory (about 940 square miles), as
stated previously in this Year Book, is estimated at 310,372 square miles,
or 198,638,080 acres, being a little over two and a half times the combined
area of Great Britain and Ireland. Excluding-the surface covered by rivers
and lakes, etc. (2,969,080 acres), the land arca within the boundaries of the
State is 195,669,000 acres, or about 305,733 square miles. The formal transfer
on l1st January, 1911, of 583,660 acres at Yass-Canberra, and of 17,920
acres at Jervis Bay in 1915, to the Commonwealth Government as Federal
Capital Territory, reduced the land surface of the State to 195,067,420 acres.

LaAND ADMINISTRATION.

At the foundation of the Colony in 1788, the whole of the lands of the
State vested in the British Crows.

The administration of public lands passed entirely under local controk
by virtue of the Conmstitution Act on the establishment of responsible
government in 1856. Since that year the administration has been directed
by & Secretary for Lands, who is a member of the State Parliament and of
Cabinet. A Department of Lands was created and a permanent Under-
Secretary appointed, with defined powers subordinate to those of the
Minister. This system of administration may be defined as political eontrol
through a permanent salaried staff.

Control of the lands of the Western Division is vested in the Western
Land Board, consisting of three commissioners.

The Eastern and Central Divisions are subdivided into ninety-two Land
Districts, in each of which is stationed a Crown Land Agent, whose duty it
is to receive applications and furnish information regarding land. Groups
of these districts are arranged in larger areas, under the eontrol of thirteen
local Land Boards. These Boards, sitting as open courts, hear and deter-
mine, in the first instance, many minor matters as provided by the Actand
-Regulations.

Land and Valuation Cowrt *

A Land and Valuation Court, whose awards and judgments have the
same force as those of the Supreme Court, was constituted in 1921 in con-
tinuance of the Land Appeal Court. To this Court. are referred appeals,

* Further particulars of Local Land Boards. and of the Land and Valuation Court, are published.on.
poge 269 of this Yeur Book,
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references, and a number of other matters under the Crown Lands Acts, the
Pastures Protection Act, the Closer Settlement Acts, the Water Act the
Public Roads Act, and certain other Acts.

Territorial Divistons.

The State is divided, for administrative purposes, into three territorial
divisions, Fastern, Central, and Western, the boundary lines running
approximately north and south, as shown on the map in the frontispiece.
The conditions governing alienation and occupation of Crown Lands differ
in each of the three divisions of the State.

The Xastern Division has an area of 60,661,946 acres (exclusive of an
area of 601,580 acres of Commonwealth territory), and includes a broad
belt of land between the sea-coast and a line nearly parallel to it, thus
embracing the coastal districts of-the State, as well as the tablelands. In
this division is excellent agricultural land, and it includes all the original
centres of settlement most accessible to +he markets of the State.

The Central Division embraces an area of 57,055,846 acres, extending
from north to south between the western limit of the Kastern Division and
a line drawn along the Macintyre and Darling Rivers, Marra Creek, the
Bogan River, across to the River Lachlan, along that river to Balranald,
and thence to the junction of the Edward River with the Murray. The area
thus defined contains the eastern part of the upper basin of the Darling
River in the northern part of the State, and the basins of the Lachlan, the
Murrumbidgee, and other affluents of the Murray in the southern portions.
The land in this division is still devoted mainly to pastoral pursuits, but
about 3,000,000 acres are cultivated for wheat in a normal season.

The Western Division is sitnated between the western limit of the Central
Division and the South Australian border. It contains an area of 80,318,708
acres, watered by the Darling River and its tributaries, and is mainly
devoted to pastoral pursuits. Water conservation and irrigation, and rail-
way and other means of communication may ultimately make agriculture
possible in parts of this large area, and at the present time special attention
is being directed to this matter. However, legislation in regard to the
occupation of the lands of the district is based upon the assumption that for
many years to come there will be little inducement for agricultural settle-
ment.*

Disposar or Lanps oF New Soutas Warnes.

As was explained in the Official Year Book for 1923, figures formerly
.published purporting to show the area of land:alienated and in course of
alienation were based on inaccurate information, and it was found necessary
to discard them. The work of adjustment was both protracted and involved,
but it has now been brought sufficiently near conclusion to permit the pubhca-
tion of a statement compiled upon the revised basis. A few minor adjust-
ments ‘are’still necessary before the figures can be considered quite satis-
factory.

The followmg table compiled upon the new basis, provides a brief sum-
anary of the mannerin which the lands of the State were held as at 30th June,

* See also page 735.
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1924, distinguishing lands in the Western Division from the remainder of
the State : — ’

Area.

Manner of Disposal, Eastern and Western Whole St
ole State.

Central et
Divisions. Division.
|
Acres. Acres. Acres.

(1) Absolutely alienated, dedicated*, &c.|) (.
(less area resumed for re-settlement) & 60,187,9331 | 2,029,12114 | 41,283,395
(2) In course of alienation ... g | 2L,177,941
(3) Virtually alienated (i.e., held under
perpetual, conditional, and conditional
purchase leases) .
(4) Under Crown and settlement leases
alienable wholly or in part ... 8,600,419 8,600,419
(5) Under improvement, scrub, inferior
lands and prickly-pear leases with
limited rights of alienation ... 3,867,034 20,448 3,887,482 -

18,698,589 210,157 18,908,746

Total area under foregoing tenures 91,353,9751 | 2,259,7267 93,857,983%
(6) Under other long leases with no right| i
of alienation unless with approval of

Minister§ . 1,207,319 70,313,310 71,620,629
(7) Under short lease and temporary .

tenures (annual lease, permissive . ’

occupancy and occupation license) ... 6,961,067 5,033,020 11,994,087
(8) Under forestry leases, &c., wholly

within dedicated State forests 2,150,118 2,150,118
(9) Under mining leases and permits ... 243,632 10,491 254,123
(10) Reserves, dedicated State forests not|

under pastoral occupation and other

lands neither alienated nor leased ... 15,801,681% | 2,702,161% 18,259,560t

Total area of State ... o 107,717,792 80,318,708 198,036,500

* Exclusive of 5,170,265 acres of dedicated State forest in Kastern and Central Divisions, and
51,150 acres in Western Division, considerable parts of which are covered by leases for pastoral purposes
and included under appropriate headings helow.

T Exclusive of lands dedicated for public and religious purposes, viz., 244,282 acres for the whole
State, the divisions of which cannot Le stated.

I Inclusive of foregoing lands dedicated for putlic and religicus PUITOFCR,
§ Comprising special, section 18 mining’, snow lands, residential, trrigation leases st Hay and
Curlwaa, and Western Lands leases.

Particulars of the areas under, and the conditions attaching to, each of
these tenures are given on later pages. The area shown above as in course
of alienation differs slightly from the corresponding area shown in the
““ Btatistical Register,” because of a discrepancy in the returns upon which
the table in the “ Statistical Register ” was based. '

From the standpoint of lands remaining within the disposal of the State
for new settlement, it is important to note that the Eastern and Central
land divisions embrace practically the whole of the lands in the State which
receive an average annual rainfall of 15 inches or more, and that the rainfall
in the Western Division ranges from that average down to 8 inches in the
extreme north-west. This circumstance places important limitations upon
the utility of lands in the Western Division, practically none of which, under
present conditions, are utilised for agricultural purposes. It is sparsely
occupied, being held in large pastoral holdings lightly stocked, and 70 per
cent. of its total area is held in 191 holdings each exceeding 100,000 acres in
extent. (See page 736.) -

The total area of land embraced within freeholds, dedications, purchases
by deferred payments, and leases alienable wholly or in part at 30th June,
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1924, was 93,902,240 acres and, of this area, nearly 91,500,000 acres were:in
the Eastern and Central land divisions. By reason of the indefinite: nature
of the conditions: governing the conversion of leases to freehold tenures,
it is not possible to ascertain accurately how much of the lands embraced
in this area will not revert to the disposal of the Crown, but, assuming thab
one-half of the areas remaining under Crown, settlement, scrub and improve-
ment leases fulfil conditions requisite for conversion into tenures leading to
freehold, it is estimated that the area of former Crown lands in the Eastern
and Central Divisions placed definitely beyond State control is in the vicinity
of 85,000,000 acres, and probably it is appreciably more. Of the remaining
area of about 32,000,000 acres in the Eastern and Central Divisions, about
8,000,000 acres are held under long lease, with no rights of conversion, and
numbers of these revert to the Crown for disposal year by year; approxi-
mately 7,000,000 acres are held under short lease and temporary tenures,
and the balance is comprised within reserves of various kinds—commons,
roads, dedicated State forests not under lease administered by the Department
of Lands unalienated town lands, and lands neither alienated nor leased,
including inferior Crown lands not held under any tenure.
. In the Western Division the area placed permanently beyond State control
is apprommately only 2,260,000 acres, but. more than 70,000,000 acres out-
of a total area of 80,000, 000 acres are held under- long lease tenures, practically
all'of which expire in 1943. The area under short lease and temporary tenures
is approximately 5,000,000 acres, and there remain nearly 1,800,000 acres
of unoceupied lands of low grade and about 900,000 acres of unalienated
town lands, commonages, beds of rivers, ete. :
It has been estimated that the aréa of land in the State unfit for oocupatlon‘
of any sort does not exceed 5,000,000 acres.

Alsenation Prior to 1861.

From the early days of settlement until the year 1861 the Crown disposed
of land, under prescribed conditions, by grants and by sales, so alienating,
by the end of 1861, an aggregate.area of 7,146,579 acres, made up as
follows :—

Acres.

1. By grants, and sales by private tender to close of 1831 e 3,906,327
2. Dy grants in virtue of piomlseb of ea.rly Governors made pnor to 1831,

from 1832-40 inclusive ... . . . . e 171,071
3. By sales at auction, at 5s., 7s. 6d ard ‘Os per acre, from 18‘32-3‘8

inclusive ... . . ... 1,450,568
4. By sales at auction, at 123 zmd upwmds per acre, at Go*vernor 5 dxscret]on

from 1839-41 inclusive ... - - . 371,447
5. By sales at auction, at 20s. per acre, from 184" 46 mclaswe . 20,250

6. By sales at auction and: in respect of pre empbwe r'ghts, from 1847~ 61
inclusive . ... . - .. 1,219,375

7. By grants for public purpeses, gmnts in virtwe of promise of Governor
made . prior to. the year 1831, and grants in exchange for lands
resumed from 1841-61 inclusive [ FOTE, © 7,601

; Total area absoltutely alienated as to 31et December;, 1861 ... 7,146,579

In the year 1861 the first Crown Lands Act was passed, and from that
date alienation was controlled by the laws of the State Government.

Progress of Alienation.
A brief account of the spread of settlement appears: on page 715 of this
Year Book. Details are shown hereunder of the areas of freehold land resumed
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for re-settlement and of the Crown lands remaining alienated, after deducting
@h_e > areas resumed for resettlement, at intervals since 1881 :—

Area of

<

Aren of

Arves of

& | Area Aren g Area
] :’j ’ gs;g‘l’ég remaining k2 E iﬁggﬁl remaining || & E N egﬁglégl(ti’or remaining
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1871% ... 8,630,664 1906 | 36,719 31,362,302 1926/ 1,523,088 39,366,710"
1881% ..o, 1 10,615,299 1911 |  605,641) 36,234,256 | 1921| 1,857.216| 39,679,986
1886* 22,314,351 1| 1916 |:1,089,079) 87,783,666 1822 2,169,416 | 40,133,518
1891% ... 23,682,516 11917 | 1,183,246/ 38,048,493 1923, 2,273,460 40,608,834
1896*  ...... 24,698,195 11818 | 1,286,136| 38,339,670 1924! 2,302,050] 41,283,395

* As at 31st December.

The area shown above as remaining alienated represents lands absolutely
alienated and is exclusive of lands under perpetual lease which were formerly
included in similar computations as being virtually alienated.

The Federal Territory at Canberra, containing 173,451 aeres of alienated land,
was transferred, to the Commonwealth on st Janmary, 1911. This area has,
therefore, been excluded from the figures shown for 1911 and subsequent years.
The principal method of alienation is by conditional purchase, which was intro-
duced in 1861.  Lands sold by this means are not included as alienated until
all payments have been made and deeds have been issued. For this reason
the influence of the introduction of conditional purchases does not appear
appreciable in the table until 1881. It is also understood that there is an
appreciable area of land upon which all payments have been made and all
conditions for alienation fulfilled, but, as deeds have not been issued, this area
is included urnder conditional purchase in course of alienation shown below.

LAND TENURE - 18841304 1324

Area ashenated Area leased from Crown V7773

Area neither alienated norleased [ ]

100y

<

a

S

]

OB ;
g 80 // /
o 7
=}

3

S

0

ho24

o

s

3

8

i

1884 ) 4 1904 1924
The difTerently shaded portions of the Graph represent the percentdge of the
‘total srea of New South Wales which was olienated, n process of slienation under
Systems of deferred payments,and held underlease from the Crown |

* 84787-B

7

o
o

Scale for Percentage of Total Area

FHEEE



748 NEW SOUTH WALES OFFICIAL YEAR BOOK.

The following table shows the areas of land alienated in New South Wales
by each of the principal methods up to 30th June, 1924, and the area
re-acquired for purposes of irrigation and closer settlement :—

. Area. Acres.
Granted and sold by private tender and public auction

prior to 1862 ... . . 7,146,579
Sold by auction, after auction, and under deferred pay-
ment sales since 1862 ... 11,582,217
Sold by Improvement and Special Purchases ... .. 2,843,244
Sold by Conditional Purchase since 1862 (deeds issued)... 21,233,270
Granted under Volunteer Land Regulations of 1867 ... 172,198
Dedicated for public and religious purposes since 1862 ... ~ 244,282
Sold under Closer Settlement Acts (acquired and Crown
Lands) ... e e 9,776
Suburban Holdings Purchases (deeds issued) ... 1,287
Returned Soldiers’ Special Purchases (deeds issued) ... 476
Week-end Lease Purchases (deeds issued) 8
Town Lands Lease Purchases (deeds issued) ... 10
Sold by all other forms of sale ... ... 525,549
Total ... 43,758,896%
Less— Acres.
Freehold land purchased for Closer Settlement 2,089,350
Freehold land purchased for Irrigation
Settlements ... e e 212,700
Lands alienated in Federal Capital Territory
prior to its transfer to the Commonwealth 173,451
— 2,475,501
Land absolutely alienated as at 30th June, 1924 ... ... 41,283,395

As has already been pointed out, there was, in addition, a considerable
area of land under conditional purchase which awaited only the formality
of the issue of deeds to make their alienation complete. This area is included
in the following statement showing the areas in course of alienation by each
of the principal methods as at 30th June, 1924 :—

Area in course of Alienation. Acres. Acres.
By Conditional Purchase ... 18,122,045
As Settlement Purchases ... 2,573,115
As Group Settlement Purchases ... 410,667

As Group and Settlement Purchases provi-

sionally alloted ... 61,212 - 3,044,894
As Suburban Holdings approved for purchase 7,621
As Returned Soldiers’ Special Holdings ap-

proved for purchase ... 3,269
As Week-end Leases approved for purchase 117
As Town Lands Leases approved for purchase 5

Total area in course of alienation at 30th Jume, 1924 21,177,941

The area of land shown above under the heading of settlement purchases
relates to lands made available under the closer settlement policy inaugurated

* Inclusive of area alienated within Federal Territory prior to 1911.
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in1904. This provided for the re-purchase of freehold lands and the resump-
tion of certain leases, with compensation. These, with certain adjacent
Crown lands, were made available for purchase on easy terms in home main-
tenance areas for settlers of small means. In 1916-17 the policy of providing
land for returned soldiers was introduced, and this led to a considerable
expansion of closer settlement operations.

Area Leased at 30th June, 1924.

The total area of Crown lands leased in New South Wales as at 30th June,
1924, was 117,315,604 acres inclusive of 39,545,864 acres under the Crown
Lands Acts, 75,365,499 acres under the Western Lands Acts, 2,150,118 acres
under the Forestry Act, and 254,123 acres under the Mining Act. The
area under each tenure is shown below —

Leage. Area.* il Lease. E Area.*
Perpetual Leases-— Acres. Other Long Term Leases—
Homestead Farm ... ... 3,309,141 Special Lease 795,780
Homestead Selections and 18th Section Lease ... 270,222
Grants 951,594 Snow Lands Lease ... 126,020
Suburban Holdings ... . 56,376 Residential Lease ... 11,527
Returned Soldiers’ Special Irrigation  Leases (Hay and
Holdings . 23,826 Culwaa) - ... 13,440
Week-end Leases ... 791 Church and School Land
Town Lands Leases ... 129 Lease . 11
Irrigation Farms (Murrum- Western Lands Leases—
bidgee) - ... 116,000 New... ...| 20,240,506
Town Blocks (Murrumbidgee), 222 Formerly under Crown
| e Lands Act ...l 50,063,123
Total ... .| 4,458,079 —
—_— Total ... .. 71,520,629
Alienable Leases— —
Conditional Lease ... ...| 14,185,024
Conditional Purchase Lease... 265,643 || Short Term Leases—
—_— " Annual Lease... ... 1,730,781
Total ... ...| 14,450,667 Occupation License ... ...| 5,856,740
— Preferential Occupation
Lcases alienable wholly or in License ... ...| 1,576,475
part— Permissive Occupancy .| 2,830,091
Settlement Lease ... ...| 3,836,205 O EEER—
Crown Lease ... ...‘ 4,764,214 Total ... ...| 11,894,687
Total ... .| 8600,419
Leases with limited right of Leased by Forestry Depari-
alienation— ! ment—
Improvement Lease ... 2,707,312 } Forestry Leases and Qceupa-
Scrub Lease ... .. [ 1,009.355||  tion Permits ... .| 2,150,118
Toferior Lands: Lease el 59,787 || Leased by Mines Department.--
Prickly-pear Lease ... e 21,028 Mining Lease and Permit ... 254,123
Total 3,887,482 ] Grand Total ...|117,315,604

* Tncludes the following tenures in Western Division,: 1,118 acres of homestead selections and grants,
209,039 acres of conditional lease, 20,448 acres of improvement lease, 152 acres of special lease, 9,529
acres of irrigation leases, 36,572 acres of annual lease, 3,459,884 acres of occupation license, 888,775 acres
of preferential occupation license, 647,789 acres of permissive occupancies, and 10,491 acres of
mining leases, hesides the whole of the areas shown as ‘Western Lands leases.

Certain of the perpetual leases, such as homestead farm, homestead selec-
tion and grant and irrigation farms, carry statutory rights of purchase, while
practically the -whole of the conditional leas s and conditional purchase
leases are convertable in this way. Settlement leases and Crown leases
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may also be converted into conditional purchases, but the area su converted
in any individual case, together with other freehold, alienable, or leased lands
with more than five years to run held by the same individual, may not exceed
a home maintenance area as determined by the Local Land Board. Where
there is such an excess area of lease it is converted into a conditional lease
without any right of further conversion, and the area of unconvertable con-
ditional leases so created is included in the total shown in the table.

Improvement and scrub leases are granted in respect of lands which require
improvement before being made available for original boldings. Usually
they are held in conjunction with other lands or in considerable areas, and
the holder is given the right to apply for the conversion of sufficient to
complete a home maintenance area into an alienable tenure during the last
year of the currency of the leasc. The holder also has the right to gell his
Tease, and considerable areas are transferred to persons eligible to convert.
As a consequence, considerable areas of improvement and scrub leases do
not again revert to the disposal of the State.

Special leases may be purchased by their holders with the approval of
the Minister, and so also may the residential lease. The leases under the
Woestern Lands Act are all situated in the Western Division, and an area of
approximately 70,000,000 acres revert in 1943, subject to certain powers of
withdrawal and extension of leases exercised by the Commissioners.

The short-term leases enumerated represent Crown lands reserved for
various purposes, as well as lands available for settlement, but not yet taken
up. The Forestry leases and occupation permits include only grazing
leases which are wholly within State forests, and are therefore administered
by the Forestry Department.

RESERVES.

The total area of reservel lands in the State as at 30th June, 1924, was
19,206,926 acres. Reserves are not necessarily unoccupied, considerable
areas being held under annual, special, scrub, or forestry leases or on occupation
license or permissive occupancy. Such are included under appropriate
headings in the list of leasehold tenures shown above.

The following is a classification of reserves -according to the principal
purpose for which reserved :—

Clags of Reserves. A-res.
Travelling Stock ... ... 5,390,222
Water 765,214
Mining ... 1,389,900
Forest e 3,412,597
Temporary Commons ... 426,761
Railway 47,673
Recreation and Park ... 237,934
Pending Classification and Survey... ... 3,537,884
From Conditional Purchase, within Gold-fields ... ... 612,011
From Sale or Lease other than Improvement Lease ... 599,743
From Sale or Lease other than 18th Section Lease .. 249,308
Other . 2,537,679

Total . ... 19,206,926
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The statement printed above is only intended to give an approximate idea
of the relative extent of reserves of various kinds, and should not be taken
as a measure of their absolute magnitude, because considerable areas are
reserved for more than one purposze. For instance tre arvea principally
reserved for forests is stated at only 8,412,597 acres, while the actual area
of dedicated forest lands as at 30th June, 1924, was 5,221,415 acres, and, in
addition, 1,659,897 acres were undor timber reserve, making a total of 6,881,312
acres. Of the area dedicated, 2,150,118 acres of leases, situated entirely
within State forests, were let to graziers by the Forestry Department, and
further areas, comprising portions of leases not wholly within State forests,
were administered by the Department of Lands.

Of the total area of reserves, 13,969,793 acres, or 73 per cent., were situated
in the Eastern and Central Divisions of the State.

A revision of the reserved lands was made in 1923-24, with the object
of withdrawing from reserve any area the continued reservation of which
is not required in the public interest.

AREA AVATLABLE FoR SETTLEMENT.

The area of land within the disposal of the Crown without the necessity
of resumptions and consequent compensation is not definitely ascertainable,
since clauses providing for revocation or withdrawal have heen inserted in
a number of lease- contracts, and considerable areas leased for long periods
revert to the Crown. periodically by the effluxion of time. Particulars of
those areas are not available.

Apart from these, however, certain lands under reserve, in addition to
the lands comprised in the following short leases, may be considered to have
been within the disposal of the Crown at 30th June, 1924 ;—

Under Crown Lands Acts— Area.

Occupation license (including 44,017 acres in Western Acres.

Division) ... 2,440,873
Preferential occupation [icense ... 687,700
Annual lease (including 36,572 acres in Western Division) 1,730,781
Permissive OECUPANcy <. 2182302

Under Western Tands Act—

Occupation. licenses. . ... 3,415,867
Preferential occupation license ... 888,775
Permissive occupancy . 647,789

Total ... - 11,994,087

/ The arca of land held under the above tenures at 30th June, 1923, was
13,903,623 acres.

With a view to classifying and bringing forward those areas which are
suitable for settlement, systematic inspeetions of Crown lands are made in
each distriet. To meet the demand: for land, 996,519 acres, including 376,877
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acres for returned soldiers, were made available during the year 1922-23,
and in 1923-24 the following areas were made available for the classes of
holdings specified :—

ForOrdinary P abens. | Total.
Acres. Acres. ] Acres.
For Crown Lease ... ... 493,801 72,925 566,726
Homestead Farm ... ... .. .. 316,487 122,559 439,046
Irrigation Farms and Allotments ... e 12,797 12,797
Conditional Purchase (original) ... ... 10,329 22 10,351
Conditional Purchaseand Conditional Lease 2,659 2,659
Soldiers’ Group Purchases ... 17,816 17,816
Settlement Purchases .. .. 112,737 5,028 117,765
Axea acquired under Promotion provisions
of the Closer Settlement Act ... 2,795 11,384 14,375
Additional Holdings (ordinary) ... .. 166,644 724 167,365
1,118,249 230,458 1,348,707
Arvea gazetted prior to 30th June, 1924, but
not available until after that date ... 81,678 29,355 111,033
Total ... 1,199,927 £59,813 1,459,740

The total areas available #~+ settlement under the various tenures on 30th
June, 1924, were as follos —

For Ordinary O ciatene, . Total.

Acres. Acres. Acres.
Yor Crown Lease ... ... .. ve .. 1,457,816 51,200 1,509,016
Homestead Farms ... er 111,091 171,744 282,835
Suburban Holdings ... 5,497 5,497
Conditional Purchase (Original) ... ... 3,895,011 3,895,011
Week-end Leases ... 452 452
Settlement Purchases 21,265 1,428 22,693
Returned Soldiers’ Special Holdings ... 85 85
Aldditional Holdings (Generally) ... ... 639,851 252 640,103
Total ... ... 6,130,983 224,709 - 6,355,692

The area of 3,895,011 acres, shown above as available for original conditional
purchases, consists mostly of unclassified Crown lands of a rough and inferior
nature. A considerable proportion of the lands comprised in this area
has been available for years, but has remained unselected.

EASTERN AND CENTRAL LAND DIVISIONS.

MeETHODS OF ACQUIRITION AND OCCUPATION.

The -acquisition and tenure of land in the Eastern and Central Land
Divisions are controlled principally by the Crown Lands Act {consolidated
in 1913) and its amendments, together with regulations thereunder. In
addition, the Closer Settlement Acts, Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts,
and the Forestry, Mining, Irrigation, and Prickly Pear Destruction Acts
regulate certain tenures for specific purposes.

By these acts a great variety of tenures—more than thirty in number—

have been created to suit the various circumstances of the lands and settlers
of New South Wales and the changing character of rural settlement.
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The principal means by which Crown lands in the Eastern and Central
Divisions and lands in the Western Division remaining under the Crown
Lands Act may be acquired, and the tenures under Wthh they may be held,
may be classified as follows :—

Non-Residential Tenures. ] Tenures involving Residential Conditions

Methods of Absolute Alienation.

Auction sale. i Conditional purchase,
After-auction purchase, | Settlement purchase.
Special non-competitive sales. | Returned soldiers’ special holding.§
Conditional purchase (40 to 320 acres) | Tmprovement purchase on goldfields.
Exchange. |
Leases Alienable whollv or in Part.
Improvement lease. [ i Conditional lease,
Serub lease. Settlement lease.

Special lease.§ Homestead farm.%
Special conditional purchase lease (up tol Homestead selection and grant.f

320 acres).
Annual lease.
Town lands lease.}
Week-end lease.]
Prickly-pear lease. l

Leases not Alienable.

Trrigation farm (Murrumbidgee).t
Pastoral lease.*
me to outgoing pastornl lessees (sectiom

;

) |
Inferior lands lease. ! Crown lease.

i

i Conditional puxchase lease.
uburban holding.}

Residential leasc on goldfields.§
Homestead lease.

»n

Occupation license.

Permissive occupancy.

Occupation permit (forest lands).

Forestry lease, ‘

Snow lease. ‘

Mineral and aurifercus lease. - i
!

Church and school lands lease. §

* No holdings. 1 Holdings in Western Division onl ¥ 1 Perpetuai. § With consent of Minister.

The above classification relates to conditions existing on 30th June, 1924,
In December, 1924, the Irrigation Holdings (Freehold) Act established three
classes of tenures within all irrigation areas of the State, viz. :—Irrigation
. farm leases, town lands leases and non-irrigable leases—all of which were made

convertible into freehold by purchase.

The rights of alienation attaching to the various classes of leases shown
above differ widely, and are usually subject to the qualification that the area
to be alienated, together with all other lands held (other than non-convertible
leases within five years of expiry), shall not exceed a home maintenance
area. Conditional purchase leases and conditional leases are almost entirely
alienable, while homestead farms, homestead selections and grants, Crown
and settlement leases are subject to the home maintenance area restriction.
Improvement leases, scrub leases, and inferior lands leases are alienable only
when about to expire and a-e subject to reservation, the home maintenance
limitation and other restrictions inserted in individual leases.

METHODS OF PURCHASE.
Conditional Purchase.

This method of alienation was introduced by the Crown Lands Act of
1861, and has become the most extensively used of all. Briefly, it is a system
of Crown land sales by deposit and annual instalment, and operations vader
other forms of sale are now of small importance. All the principal leasehold
ténures may, under certain conditions, be converted wholly or in part into
conditional purchases, which may be considered the basal tenure of land
gettlement in New South Wales.
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The outstanding feature of the tenure is the limitation placed upon the
area of land which may bhe held by a conditional purchaser during the eur-
rency of his purchase. Lands awailable for conditional purchase comprise
all Crown lands in the Eastern and Central land divizions other than thoese
reserved from sale, leased for a term of years, within the boundaries of towns
or other populated areas, or set apart for other classes of holdings. The
area to be purchased under residential conditions may not be less than
40 acres, and must not exceed 1,280 acres in the Eastern land division, and
2,560 acres in the Central land division, or must not exceed 320 acres in
either division when the buyer does not undertake to reside on the holding.
Special areas without residential conditions, ranging up to 320 acres in the
Bastern land division, and up to 640 acres in the Central land division, may
also be made available.

Any conditional purchaser may take up the maximum area at once, if it is
available, or may make a serles of additional purchases as land becomes
available. To facilitate this, a special tenure (conditional lease) has been
ereated whereby a conditional purchaser may take up land not exceeding
three times the area of his conditional purchase, and this may be converted
into conditional purchase. = The combined area so acquired may exceed the
prescribed divisional limit only to make up a home maintenance area as
determined in individual cases by the Local Land Board. Holders of free-
hold lands of at least 40 acres are also permitted to acquire lands as addi-
tional conditional purchases and conditional leases, provided the total area
of each holding so increased does not exceed the divisional maximum nor a
home maintenance area.

Applicants for lands under this tenure must have attained the age of
16 years if males, and 18 years if females, ar 21 years in either case if the
holding is non-residential. Alien applicants must have resided in New
South Wales for at least twelve months, and must become mnaturalised
within five years of acquiring the purchase.

The price of the land for a residential purchase is £1 per aecre, unless
otherwise notified, in addition to the value of improvements (if any)
assessed by the Local Land Board. A deposit of 5 per cent. of the purchase
money must be paid in addition to survey fee and stamp duty. The first
annual instalment is due at the end of three years frem the date of applica-
tion and, at the holder’s option, may be at the rate of 9d. or 1s. for each
£ of the price of the land. Such payment comprises repayment of principal,
with interest at the rate of 2} per cent. per annum. The ferm of purchase,
according to the rate of instalment paid, is forty-one or twenty-eight years.
Payment for improvements may be made in fifteen equal annual instalments,
including interest at the rate of 4 per cent.

The conditions to be observed by purchasers include bona fide residence
upon the holding for five years after eonfirmation unless modified by the
Local Land Board; fencing or other improvements, as prescribed, to the
value of at least 30 per cent. of the price of the land (but not exceeding
£384) effected within three vears, and to the value of 50 per cent. of the
price of the land (but not exceeding £640) effected within five years of
confirmation; and the payment of all instalments and prescribed charges.

The price of land taken up as a non-residential purchase is double that
of a residential purchase, and the term of payment is twenty-seven years.
Fencing to the value of £1 per acre, or other improvements to the value of
£1 10s. per acre, must be effected within five years.

All applications connected with the purchases are considered by the
Local Land Board, and certificates are issued to the helder by the chairman
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" upon survey and confirmation, and a further certificate when all conditions,
other than pavment of balance of purchase money or survey fees have been
fulfifled. After all conditions Bave been fulfilled a Crown grant is issued to
the holder.

Under certain conditions a. residential conditional purchase may be con-
verted into a homestead farm, and a nen-residential purchase into a realdentlal
purchase or a homestead farm.

Transfer may be made after the certificate has been issued, but purchases
applied for after 31st January, 1909, may be transferred only with the,
congent of the Minister for Lands.

A conditional lease of not less than 40 acres may be obtained only by the
holder of a conditional purchase, subjest to the various conditions set out
above in respect of conditional purchases. The term of lease is forty years,
but may be extended to sixty years upon application during the last five
years of the term with the right to convert an area of not less than 40 acres
to additional conditional purchase at any time after confirmation. The
rent is payable annually at rates appraised by the Land Board, subject to
reappraisement at the end of each period of fifteen years. (Further particulars
as to conditional leases are given on a later page.) '

Number and Avea of Conditional Purchases and Conditional Leases.

Transactions in respect of original and additional conditional purchases,
from 1862 to 30th June, 1924, were as follow :—

Conditional Completed | | | o
.‘ Purchages— J Cond?tional i Unc%nf‘)leted i Coxﬁdxtloﬂnal
| Aprlications Purchases—— Conditional J eases
| o
Y ded 30th T ! made during Deeds issued Purchases a G?Z"’tt?f'
ear ended 30th Jarne. J‘ year, duru,g year, in existenee. ‘ uring year.
! No. Arca. ’ No. } Area, | No. Area. ‘ Area,
! i I
| .
acres, acres. ’ ac) ] acres.
1862-191¢ .. . .. ..| 287,967 40,875,414 | 121,749 15,91?0,930 91,935 | 17, 837 402 30,675 (15,688,322
1915, .. .. .- .. 362 46,175 2,354 304,012 | 90,904 ]8 03.),210 391 319,362
1916.. .. .. .. . 218 29,495 | 2,462] 307,016 | 89,670 | 18,815,005| 815 259,802
1917 .. v . . .. 168 26,761 2,881 357,828 | 88,493 18,693,4‘79 133 122,137
1918.. .. . . .. 271 82,085 | 2,861/ 388,338 87 €51 | 19,225,738 171 184,093
1019.. .. .. .. . 511 75,870 | 8,698 559,779 | 26,208 | 19, 435 80/ 269 263,791
1920.. . . .. - 773 126,179 | 5,307 686,380 | 82,038 | 19,3ﬁo 836y - 521 221,153
1921.. .. - .. .. 533 90,573 4,792 664,522 | 78,971 | 18,672,621} 251 188,478
1922.. .. . e o 311 59,878 | 4,882 741,263 75,532 18,436, 637 870 201,866
1923.. .. .. . . 361 60,524 | 4,113| 667,073 | 72,888 | 18,199,439 224 132,444
1924.. . . . . 379 70,784 3,374 596,124 71 202 | 18,122, 045 231 ‘ 233,123
Total (as at 30th June, 1924)-290,952 41,294,288 | 158,568[21,233,270 | 71,202 & 18,122,04%| 23,242 |14,075585
. 1

The particulars of applications for conditional purchases shown above
are exclusive of applications to convert the tenures into conditional purchases,
whereas the figures relating to completed and uncempleted conditional
purchases include large areas converted fromr other tenures. The total area
alienated and in course of alienation by conditional purchase as at 30th June,
1924, was 39,355,315 dcres, and, in addition, there were 14,075,585 acres of
associated conditional leases which were almost wholly convertible into
conditional purchases. The area of uncompleted conditional purchases
shown above includes a number upon which payments have been completed,
although deeds have net yet been issued.

The area of conditional purchases converted to other tenures—6,099 acres—
has been deducted from the above totals, :

The number of conditional purchase selections shown is several times
greater than the total number of rural holdings in the State, and does not, of
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course, represent individual holdings. It represents the number of in-
dividual blocks, both original and additional, taken up ‘as conditional pur-
chases and it includes those which have been sold after deeds have been
issued and incorporated with other holdings.

Auction Sales and After-auction Purchases.

Crown lands are submitted for auction sale under two systems. Under
the ordinary system the balance of purchase money is payable, without
interest, within three months of the day of sale, while, under the deferred
payment system, the balance is payable by instalments, with 5 per cent.
interest, distributed over a period not exceeding ten years; in either case,
not less than 10 per cent. of the purchase money must be deposited at the
time of sale. :

Auction sales were limited by law in 1884 to 200,000 acres in any one
year, but the arca sold by auction and after-auction purchases, although
formerly extensive, has amounted to only 35,539 acres in the last ten years.
Town lands may be sold in blocks not exceeding half an acre, at an upset
price of not less than £8 per acre; and suburban lands must not exceed
20 acres in one block, the minimum upset price being £2 10s. per acre.
Country lands may be submitted in areas not exceeding 640 acres, the upset
price being not less than 15s. per acre. The value of improvements on the
land may be added to the upset price.

Town or suburban land or portions of country land of less than 40 acres
each, which-have been passed at auction, may be bought with the Minister’s
consent, at the upset price; a deposit of 25 per cent. of such upset price is
payable at the time of application, the balance being payable on the terms
fixed for the auction sale.

Alienation by this method is now very restricted. Only 2,135 acres were
sold by auction during 1923-24 in 801 lots, realising £42,205. 1In addition,
458 acres were sold as after-auction purchases in 470 lots, realising £9,310.

Improvement Purchases.

Holders of miners’ rights or of business licenses on a gold-field, being in
-authorised occupation by residence on land containing improvements, may
purchase such land without competition. Improvements must include a
residence or place of business, and be of the value of £8 per acre on town
land, and of £2 10s. per acre on any other land. Alienation by this means
has never been ‘extensive. During 1923-24 the area sold was 20 acresin
fifty-three lots for a total sum of £1,212.

Special Non-Competitive Sales.

These comprise land reclamations, rescissions of reservations, unnecessary
-roads, public land to which ne way of access is available, or which is
-insufficient in area for conditional sale, etc., also residential leases, and the
area of Newcastle pasturage reserves for which the purchase money has
been paid in full. The amount realised by special sales in 1923-24 was
£11,373 in respect of 2,322 acres of land.

The owner in fee-simple of land having frontage to the sea, or to any
tidal water or lake, who desires to reclaim and purchase any adjoining land
lying below high-water mark, may apply to the Minister for Lands to do
so0, except in the case of Port Jackson, the control of which is vested in the
Sydney Harbour Trust. Reclamations which might interrupt or interfere
with navigation are not authorised.



quinquennial periods, since 1900, are as follow :—

LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMENT,

Avea Alienated by Crown Land Sales.
Particulars of areas disposed of under the three preceding headings, in
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J s After-aucti Im vement

Years. { Auction Sales. Saloson P e Special Sales. Total.
acres. acres. acres. acres. acres.
1900-04* ., 261,328 10,004 942 3,782 276,056
1305-0¢ 80,430 15,801 181 5,817 102,229
1910-14 16,768 6,994 269 9,876 34,007
1915-19 20,527 2,709 241 9,743 33,220
1920 ... 5,661 1,037 28 1,642 8,368
1921 ... 296 360 22 2,036 2,714
1922 ... 241 545 - 51 2,118 2,955
1923 ... 1,007 563 22 2,674 4,266
1924 ... 2,135 458 20 2,322 4,935

* Calendar years. Subsequent years are for year ended 30th June,

Exchange of Land between the Crown and Provate Gwners.

Before the granting of fixity of tenure in connection with pastoral leases,
the lessees had made it a practice to secure portions of their runs by con-
ditional purchases and purchases in fee-simple. The practice was.disadvan-
tageous to the public estate, because Crown lands were left in detached
blocks severed by lessees’ freehold properties; and the lessees realised that
it would be convenient to them to gather. their freeholds together in cne or
more consolidated blocks by surrender of the private lands in exchange for
Crown lands elsewhere.

Under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the
Governor, with the consent of the owner, may exchange any Crown lands
for any other lands of which a grant in fee-simple has been issied.

The Governor may accept, in exchange for Crown lands, lands in respect
of which a balance of purchase money remains unpaid, if upon payment of
such balance the right to a grant in fee-simple becomes absolute. In any
such case a grant of Crown lands in exchange will not be issued until the
balance of purchase money has been duly paid.

Under this head 31 applications, embracing 19,797 acres, were granted in
1923-24, 15 were either refused or withdrawn, etc., and 109 cases were
pending at 30th June, 1924.

Settlement Purchase and Irrigation Farm Purchase.

Particulars of these methods of acquiring land are shown on later pages in
relation to Closer Settlement and Irrigation Settlement.

A1IENABLE LEASES.

The principal kind« of leases which may be converted under specified
conditions to freehold tenures wholly or in' part are the conditional lease,
Crown lease, settlement lease, improvement lease, homestead farm, home-
stead selection and homestead grant, annual lease, special lease, scrub lease,
inferior lands lease, conditional purchase lease, prickly-pear lease, and
homestead lease.” Other leases of this class are suburban holding, re&udentlal
lease, week-end lease, and lease of town lands,
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Conditional Leases.

Certain particulars regarding ‘these leases have been shown-on a previous
page in connection with conditional purchases. The tenure was introdueed
by the Act of 1884. A conditional lease may be cbtained by any holder of -a
conditional purchase (other than non-residential), or a conditional purchase
within. a special area in the Eastern Division. Lands available for con-
ditional purchase are also available for conditional lease, with the exception
of lands in the Western Division, and of lands within a special area or a
reserve. Applications must be accompanied by a provisional rent of 2d. per
acre and a survey fee, except where otherwise provided. The lease was
formerly for a pertod of forty years, but it was provided in 1524 that, upon
application during the last five years of its currency, a lease might be extended
for a period of twenty years. The rent is determined by the Land Board,
and is payable yearly in advance. Any conditional lease, with the exception
of a small number of inconvertible conditional leases created by conversion
from cther tenures, may be converted at any time during its currency into
a conditional purchase.

Applications for 149 leases, of an area of 108,537 acres, were lod
1923-24, and 143, including applications outstanding from th
year, representing 65,406 acres, were confirmed.

o
o)
e

ed during
previous

Conditional leages, to the number of 633, embracing 276,217 acres, were
converted into conditional purchases, and conditienal leases containing an
area of 124,544 acres, were created by conversion. Gazetted conditional
leases in existence at 30th June, 1924, numbered 23,242, embracing
14,075,585 acres, at an annual rental of £199,624.

Crown Leases.

Crown leases were~constituted under the Crown Lands Amendment Act,
1912, and lands are specially set apart by notification in the Government
Gazette as available for Crown lease. Crown lands available for conditional
purchase (unless otherwise specified in the Gazette) are also available for
Crown lease. Land may be s3t apart for Crown lease to be acquired only as
additional holdings.

The term of lease is forty-five years, and the annual rent 11 per cent. of
the capital value, as determined every fifteen years. The rent payable for
the first year may be remitted if, in addition to the improvements required
as a condition of the lease, an equal sum be spent by the lessee in improving
the land. Upon the expiration of a Crown lease the last helder thereof
possesses tenant rights in all improvements other than Crown improvements.
The lessee is required to reside on the land for five years, commencing within
six months of the confirmation of the lease. Under the conditions attached
to the lease when granted in 1912 the lessee was empowered during the last
five years of the lease, unless debarred by notification setting the land.apart,
to apply to convert into a homestead farm so much of the land as would not
exceed a home-maintenance area. But by the Act of 1917 wher> a Crown
lease is not covered by reservation of any kind, so much of it as, with other

" freehold or convertible leases held by the lessee, does not exceed a home
maintenance area may be converted inte a conditional purchase, with or
without a conditional lease. Since the passing of this Act 326,313 acres of
Crown lease have heen conwverted.imto conditional purchase and conditional
purchase lease. The lease may be pretected -against-sale for debt in certain
circumstances. Any person qualified to apply for a homestead farm may
apply for a Crown lease. '
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Operations under this clasy of lease during the past ten years were as
follow :— ‘

N Applications. } Confirmed. Leases current at 30th June,
Year ended I
30th Jue.
[ No Area. ! No. Area. No. l Area, J Rent.
L i
acres. acres. acres. -4

1012-1914 | 1,429 1,563,219 825 915,215 1,189 1,605,041 16,468
1915 623 643,189 598 487,155 1,600 1,563,684 16,114
1916 571 864,158 501 780,373 1,760 1,898,765 21,561
1917 541 593,409 415 441,313 2,03¢ 2,134,446 24,845
1918 463 500,38'3 291 285,248 2,337 2,449,587 ‘ 28,292
1919 823 34,072 | 313 1 511,324 | 2,565 | 2,604,579 g 31,303
1920 1,039 1, ?9?,..‘0 419 | 593,554 2,811 ‘-3 092,904 34,521
1921 635 | 780,926 548 671,247 “,1¢6 3,664,798 388,512
1922 424 555,(1"29 604 700,419 3,384 4,128,533 ] 38,860
1923 494 790,775 308 550,251 3,613 4 51(\ 500 41,871
1924 412 593,014 277 ‘ 4086, 7‘)1 3,731 ”()4.214 ) 43,464
Total ...17,317 §9,2’.’,7,077 15,129 823 3,731 4,764, Zlk ( 43,464

i ]

Since 1916-17 the figures shown above have included a number of Crown
leases made available specially for returned soldiers. Particulars of these
Y
are shown on page 778,

This tenure was extensively applied immediately from its inception, and it
practically superseded the settlement lease under which operations were
extensive until 1912. Most of the Crown lands made available each year are
set apart under this tenure and that of the homestead farm, also introduced
in 1912, The total area of Crown leases confirmed during the thirteen years
the tenure has been in existence was 6,172,823 acres, Whmh has been reduced
by forfeitures, conmversions, etc., so that the area rémaining under Crown
lease at 30th June 1924, was 4 764,214 acres.

Settlement Leases.

This tenure was created in 1895. Until 1912 it was extensively used in
making land available for settlement, but since the introductien of the Crown
lease in that year fresh operations u wnder it have been inconsiderable. Under
its conditions farms gazetted as available for settlement lease can be obtained
on application accompanied by a depesit of six months’ rent and one-tenth
of survey fee. The duration of the lease is forty years, and the leaseholder
is required to reside on the lease for the first five years of its currency. Rent
is payable at the rate specified upon gazettal, subject to the lessec’s right
to apply for apnralaement within five years and fo re-appraisement at the
end of each fifteen years of the currency of the lease.

From its inception very considerable areas of land were taken up under
this lease, and by 305h June, 1913, the total area of settlement leases confirmed
to applicants was 8,793,663 acres. An amendment of the Crown Lands Act
gave holders of settlement leases the right to convert such part of their
leases as, with freehold or convertible lands already held, does not exceed
2 home maintenance area into a conditional purchase with an associated
conditional purchase, but where the total holding of frechold land so created
would exceed 4 home maintenance arca the excess is granted -as eondltmnal
lease without rights of conversion.

Between 1909 -and 30th June, 1924, a total area of 4,452,498 acres .of
settiement leases were converted under these conditiens 'into .other tenures,
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and 48,235 acres, chiefly of special leases, had been converted into settlement
leases. -Since 1913 only 70,808 acres of new settlement leases have been
confirm d, while considerable areas have reverted to the Crown by forfeiture,
etc. At 30th June, 1924, there remained under this tenure 1,458 leases,
comprising 3,836,205 acres, at an annual rental of £564,723.

The transactions in respect of settl ment leases during 1923-24 were as
follow :——Aprplications for original settlement leases, nil; for additional leases,
5 in respect of 12,469 acres; 12 leases, with a total area of 9,900 acres, were
confirmed ; and 4, of 5,928 acres, were created by conversion of special leases
into settlement leases.

Improvement Leases.

This tenure was introduced in 1895 and, by the end of 1903, an area of
9,716,006 acres of improvement leases hod been let although the area actually
current was considerably smaller. After that year the areas taken up annually
showed a considerable falling-off and, up to 30th June, 1924, the total area
of improvement leases which had been let was 11,537,967 acres, of which
only 2,707,312 acres remained current. The maximum area of improvement
leases current at any time was 6,884,330 acres in 1910, the subsequent decrease’
having been brought about mainly by the withdrawal of leases for settlement
in terms of individual lcases and a number of other causes, such as forfeiture,
expiry, resumption, and the transfer of improvement leases whoily within
State forests to the control of the Forestry Commission and their conversion
into fore try leases.

In 1923-24 | 41 improvement leases, containing a total area of 199,404
acres, were determined, and, in 1924-25, an area of 385,071 acres, comprised
in 65 improvement leases and 1 lease of 472 acres under improvement con-
ditions, expired by effluxion of time. However, after exercise of the rights
of leaseholders to apply during the last year for conversion of their lease into
a homestead grant, only a proportion of this area reverted to the Crown for
re-allotment.

An improvement lease may consist of any land in the Eastern or Central
Divisions considered unsuitable for closer settlement until improved. It
may be obtained only by auction or tender, but prior to 1920 certain leases
were granted at fixed rentals under improvement conditions. The rent is
payable annually, and the lease is for a period «f twenty-eight years, with
an area not excacding 20,480 acres. Upon the expiration of the lease the
last holder is deemed to have tenant-right in improvements. During the
last year of the lease the lessee may apply for a homestead grant of an area
not in excess of a home-maintenance area, including the area on which his
dwelling-house is erected. However, only 140,813 acres have been converted
in this way. The Advisory Board, constituted under the Closer Settlement
Act, 1907, may inspect any land comprised in an improvement lease, and if
it finds such land suitable for closer settlement, the Minister may resume the
lease, the lessee being compensated. To 30th June, 1924, a total area of
342,821 acres had been withdrawn in this way, £126,794 being paid as com-
pensation to lessees.

During 1923-24 no leases were sold, and no leases under improvement
conditions were granted; one leas: of 3,205 acres was let by tender at a
rental of £99 per annum. Eleven improvement leases, with a total area of
32,007 acres, were converted into homestead selections. There remained
current at 30th June, 1924, 598 improvement leases and leases under improve-
ment conditions, with an area of 2,707,312 acres, and rental £17,747.

¥
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Homestead Farms.

This tenure was created in 1912. The title of a homestead farm is a lease
in perpetuity. Annual rent is charged at the rate of 24 per cent. of the
capital value, but for the first five years the holder, in lieu of payment of
rent, may expend an equal amount on improvements of a permanent
character, which (except boundary fencing) are in addition to those which
are required otherwise by the conditions of the lease. The capital value
of the holding is subject to reappraisement after the first twenty-five years
and subsequently at intervals of twenty years.

Crown lands available for conditional purchases (unless otherwise notified
in the Gazette) are also available for homestead farms. Land may be set
apart for additional homestead farms, but is available only to applicants
whose total holding, if successful, would not substantially exceed a home-
maintenance area. Any Crown lands may be set apart for disposal as
homestead farms before survey. There is no definite limit placed on the
ares of a homestead farm, but it is generally notified as available in home-
maintenance areas.

A condition of five years’ residence is attached to every homestead farm,
but in special cases residence in a town or village, or anywhere within
reasonable working distance, may be allowed. Residence may be permitted
on a holding of a member of the same family, or on another of the selector’s
holdings within reasonable working distance. Suspensions or remissions
may be granted for such periods as determined by the Land Board. In
certain cases a wife may carry out residence on her husband’s holding, or,
conversely, a hushand may carry out residence on his wife’s holding.

A perpetual lease grant is issued after the expiration of five years from
confirmation of the application, if the holder has complied with all required
conditions.

Applications received for homestead farms and those dealt with since
1912, are as follow : — -

Applications. i Less—
| Created Reversal Fortfeited, Homestead
Year o omer. [endimoressed aron, and oon|  cxistonce at
o ivi 3 Q! i "
L?&eﬁ] Received. Gonfirmed. tenures. arca. 3 versions into end of year.
June. | other tenures,
No i Area. | No, g Area. | No. | Area. l No. | Arca. | No. ! Area. No. Area.
| acres. acres. acres. acres. acres. acres.
1912-1411,013 595,080| 760| 452,756 | 28 | 17,378/ ... 32 119,635 | 1,223 | 719,535
1915 605} 467,873| 4371 327,098 | 11 | 4,550 1 210/ 50 | 33,439 | 1,155 | 748,918
1916 372/ 281,685| 348 252,166 | 6 l 3,848, ... ... | 57 | 35,479 | 1,452 | 969,453
1917 2711-181,722| 167,115,259 | 2 1,209 2 486/ 75 149,722 11,548 | 1,036,685
1918 245 186,853] 158) 89,020 | ... 4 | 2,783] 82 | 46,866 | 1,628 | 1,081,622
1919 4981 572,713! 339! 383,833 3 | 1,602] 4 | 2,379{107 | 58,824 | 1,867 | 1,410,612
1920 840. 989,884/ 491| 507,417 5! 3,211 1 857 76 | 32,988 | 2,288 | 1,889,109
1921 573, 562,797| 449 437,713 | ' 1 151 2 | 1,056| 69 | 31,181 | 2,671 | 2,206,848
1922 473, 570,582, 375/ 378,180 | 8 | 9,505 1 238] 93 | 62,464 | 2,961 | 2 622,307
1923 405] 558,531] 338] 460,502 | 12 10,690( 7 | 7,537) 80 | 88,131 { 3,228 | 3,012,905
1924 381i 552,386| 269! 371,816 | 4 | 2,862 9 | §,449]105 | 86.891 | 3,405 3,309,141
Total 5.67615,521,106 | 4,131 3,775,760 | 80 | 55,006) 31 |23,995836 | 515,620 | 3,405 | 3,309,142
1

Since 1916-17 homestead farms have been made available specially for
returned soldiers. These are included in the above table and are also shown
separately on page 778. '
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The total area of homestead farms confirmed to 30th June, 1924, was
3,775,760 acres and, after adjustments of area by reason of conversion,
forfeiture, etc., there remained in existence 3,309,141 acres under this tenure.

The holder of a econditional purchase, or conditicnal purchase and con-
ditional lease, or homestead selection, or homestead grant, or conditional
purchase lease, under certain conditions, may convert such holding into a
homestead farm. The area of homestead farms se created to 30th June;
1924, was 55,006 acres. Under certain conditions a homestead farm may be
converted into a conditional purchase lease or into a conditional purchase,
with or without a conditional lease, and 96,717 acres of homestead farms
have been so converted into other tenures. A homestead farm, which is
a conversion of a settlement purchase under provision now repesled, may
be reeconverted into a settlement purchase. Two homestead farms of 449
acres and 722 acres respectively have becn so converted.

Homestead Selections and Homestead Grants,

The appropriation of areas for homestead selection was a prominent
feature of the Act of 1895, the lahd chosen for subdivision being generally
agricultural land, and the maximum area of holdings limited to 1,280 acres.
The tenure is lease in perpetuity with rent at the rate of 1} per cent. per
annum for the first five years or until the issue of the homestead grant,
when it.is raised to 2% per cent. or to 3% per cent. of the appraised value if
residence is performed by deputy. Certain residential and improvement
conditions were imposed, and on compliance with these for a term of five
years a homestead grant is issued.

Since 1912 practically no lands have been made available for original
homestead selections, such tenure having been replaced by that of homestead
farm. Applications dealt with after 1912, are either in connection with areas
previously set apart for homestead selection, or as additional areas, prin-
cipally the latter. A large number of persons have, however, selected under
this form of holding, as will be seen from the following statement which
shows the applications and confirmations in regard to homestead selections
and homestead grants issued up to 30th June, 1924,

Year endod Homestead Selections. Homostead Grants Homestead
0th June: Applications. Confirmations. Issued, Selecitrioe?;i:é%giams
!

. J No. Acres. No. Acres. No. Acres. No. Acres.
1805 t0 1914 f 10,039 (3,824,103 | 7,947 (2,763,683 | 4,917 1,934.388 | 3,868 | 1,596,91F
1915 oo 30 16,983 18 7,233 198 59,919 | 3,788 | 1,365,719
1916 8 3.141 17 7,559 161 48,479 | 3,604 | 1,317,120
19317 5 3,970 A 1,337 212 54,791 | 3,585 | 1,256,036
1918 - 241 18,175 10 5,535 189 46.306 | 3,295 | 1,055,915
1919 20 17,266 23 19,232 172 30,807 | 3,091 985,914
1920 23 15,365 § 9,690 55 20,502 | 2,936 912,573
1921 - 21 14,069 21 7,819 - 25 9,004 | 2,863 895,330
1922 . 15 9,090 9 7,507 33 17,896 | 2,803 895,298
1923 14 10,080 15 9,124 33 11,973 | 2,779 915,483
1924 cends 16 11,495 14 10,017 5 21,896 | 2,752 951,594

Total ...| 10,215 \3,943,737’ 8,087 12,848,736 | 6,020 (2,258,961 | 2,752 951,504

On sccount of adjustments for conversions to and from otker tenures,
{fo:feitures, etc., the number and area of homestead selections and grants in
existence have been greatly reduced. b



LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMENT, 753

Operations under this tenure were at first very extensive, but they gradually
diminished, and in 1911-12, the year before the homestead farm was intro-
duced, only 94,641 acres of homestead selections were confirmed. The Crown
Lands Amendment Act of 1908 authorised the conversion of homestead
selections and grants into conditional purchases and conditional leases.
Extensive advantage has been taken of this prevision, and to 30th June,
1924, an area of 1,834,324 acres of homestead selections and grants had
been so converted. This accoumts for practically the whole ef the difference
between the arca of homestead seleetions confirmed (2,848,736 acres) and
the arca remaining in existence (351,694 acres) the remainder having reverted
to the Crown by forfeiture, etec. Under the Crown Lands (Amendment}
Act of 1912, a homestead selection or grant may be converted into a home-
stead farm, but there have been only two cases of conversion of this kind,
viz., one for 104 acres and one for 3,000 acres.

Leases of Scrub and Inferior Lands.

These tenures were introduced in 1889 in order te provide for the effective
occupation and improvement of lands not suited for ordinary pastoral
occupation. ’

Scrub leases and inferior lands leases may be obtained by auction, or by
tender, and scrub leases may also be obtained by application. There i3 no
limitation as to area, and in the case of a scrub lease obtained by application
the rent is appraised by the Local Land Board. The initial rent of an inferior-
lands lease prevails throughout the whole term ; but the terms of a scrub
lease may be divided into periods, the rent for each period being determined
by reappraisement. The term of each class of lease normally does not exceed
twenty-one years, but may be extended to twenty-eight years. -The holder
of a scrub lease must take such steps as the Land Board may direct for the
purpose of destroying the scrub, and keeping the land clear afterwards.
Upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory Board the
Minister may resume any scrub lease considered suitable for closer settlement:
and compensate the lessee. To 30th June, 1924, an area of 207,450 acres
had been so resumed, and £70,731 had been paid as compensation to lessees,
During the last year of either class of lease, application may be made for
a homestead grant of an area not in excess of a home-maintenance area,
but’ where the lease does not substantially exceed a home-maintenance
area it may be so converted at any time during its currency. The first
leases were granted in 1890, and the first conversions of scrub leases
occurred in 1920-21, since when 44,394 acres have been converted into home-
stead grants. In addition considerable areas of scrub leases wholly within
State forests have been transferred to the control of the Forestry Department
and largely converted into forestry leases.

-The area of inferior-lands leases has never been extensive, while that under
sorub leases reached its maximum of 2,273,123 acres in 1912, since when
it has steadily diminished. :

There were in existence at 30th June, 1924, 183 scrub leas=s, with an area
of 1,099,355 acres, and rental of £4,820; and 22 inferior land leases, embracing
59,787 acres, and rent, £201. During 1923-24 an area of 76,239 scres of
scrub leases was determined, and, in 1924-25, 6 leases of 38,577 acres reverted
to the Crown by effluxion of time. ‘ b ‘ ‘

Annual Leases. :
Unocoupied-lands, net reserved from lease, may be obtained for pastoral
purposes as annual leases on application, or they may be offered by auction
or ‘ténder. “No conditions of residence or improvement are attached to
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annual leases, which convey no security of tenure, the land being alienable
by conditional purchage, auction sale, &c. The area in any one lease is
restricted to 1 ,920 acres. In certain circumstances an annual lease may be
converted into a lease under improvement conditions for a term not exceeding
ten years. =

The area under annual lease fluctuates from year to year, but is steadily
diminishing. It amounted to 8,687,837 acres in 1903 and 2,953,296 in 1920.
The number of annual leases current at 30th June, 1924, was 4,493, embracing
1,730,781 acres, with an annual rent of £14,054, inclusive of 31 annual
leases, comprising 36,572 acres in the Western Division.

Special Leases.

Special leases not exceeding an area of 320 acres are issued to meet cases
where land is required for some industrial or business purpose, but between
1917 and 1924 areas up to 1,920 acres were made available for agriculture
or grazing. A special lease may be obtained by application, auction, or
otherwise, but the term of the lease may not exceed twenty-eight years.
Conditions as to the rent, residence, improvements, etc., in each case are
determined by thé Minister.

The Crown Lands Act, passed in 1908, provides for the conversion of a
special lease by a qua,hﬁed leaseholder, with the consent of the Minister,
into a conditional purchase leage, an or1g1nal or additional conditional pur-
chase, an original or additional homestead selection, an original or addi-
tional settlement lease, a conditional lease, or homestead farm. Under
this provision 665,073 acres of special leases have been converted into various
new tenures.

The number of special leases granted during 1923-24 numbered 685, with
a total area of 88,506 acres ; and 438 leases, representing 58,214 acres, were
converted into other tenures. After allowance has been made for leases
which had terminated, were forfeited, surrendered, ete., and those which
expired by effluxion of time, 7,300 leases, with an area of 795,780 acres and
rental of £44,179, were current at 30th June, 1924.

Conditional Purchase Leases.

This form of tenure was created in 1905 ; but, as in the case of home-
stead selections and settlement leases, it is obsolete for the purpose of selec-
tion, as lands are not now made available under it. The area held under
conditional purchase lease reached a maximum of 677,961 acres in 1911,
since when it has steadily decreased.

The term of the lease was originally forty years, but in 1924 it was increased
to fifty years with rent at 2} per cent. per annum of the capital value, which
is to be re-appraised at the ond of the first twenty-five years. No fixed limit
‘was plac>d on areas made available, but conditions as to residence, cultivation,
etc., were- prescribed. Conversion to the tenures of conditional purchase
and homestead farms are permitted, the total area so converted being 447,331
acres.

A special conditional purchase lease may be granted without obligation of
tesidence in respect of areas not exceeding 320 acres on condition that im-
provementsfo the value of 10s. or more per acre, as determined by the Minister,
are effected within three y ars of application.

During the year 1923-24 two applications were received for original leases
-of 3,054 ‘acres, but there were no applications for additional conditional
purchase leases. Two applications for 108 acres for special conditional
purchase leases were also received, and three of 656 acres were confirmed
during the year. Six leases were created by conversion from other tenures,



LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMENT. 765

one lease was added by subdivision, and the area of existing leases was in-
creased by 14a-res. Forty-six leases, of 28,520 acres, were converted into
conditional purchases. The leases bolding good at -30th June, 1924,
numbered 369, with an area of 265,643 acres, the annual rent amounting
to £7,802. '
Prickly Pear Leases.

Under the Prickly Pear Destruction Act, 1901, certain common or Crown
lands infested with prickly pear may be offered for lease by auction or tender,
and may be let for a term not exceeding 21 years, subject to prescribed
conditions as to improvements, rent, &c. At 30th June, 1924, the number
of prickly pear leases was 53 and the area so leased was 21,028 acres, at a
total annual rental of £302. Under certain conditions a prickly pear lease
may be converted to a homestead selection and two leases of 446 acres have
been so converted. ‘ E

Homestead Leases.

The last two leases under this tenure terminated during 1923-24.

Suburban Holdings.

The tenure of suburban holding was introduced in 1912. It is a lease
in perpetuity with certain conditions as to residence and perpetual payment
of rent. Under certain conditions the leaseholder may be permitted to
purchase his holding. Any suburban Crown lands, or Crown lands within
population boundaries, or within the Newcastle pasturage reserve, or any
other Crown land, may be set apart for disposal by way of suburban holding.

The area of a suburban holding is determined by the Minister for Lands ;
the rent—minimum, 5s. per annum—is calculated at the rate of 2} per cent.
of the capital value, to be appraised for each period of twenty years. Males
under 16 years and females under 18 years are disqualified from applying.
A married woman may apply in certain cases, provided her husband has
not acquired a suburban holding. After the expiration of five years from
date of confirmation, and subject to fulfilment of all conditions, a perpetual
Jease grant is issued. The right to purchase suburban holdings was con-
ferred n 1917.

No rent is chargeable on holdings in course of purchase, the principal
with interest at the rate of 21 per cent. per annum on the balance being paid
by annual instalments extending over a period of 10 years.

The number of confirmations and purchases of suburban holdings since

the introduction of the tenure were as under :—

Suburban Holdings Suburban Holdifigs—
Confirmations. in existencs at the Purchases approved to th2
Yearended end of year.* Annual end of the year.
30th June. Rent.
i No. Area. No. Arca, XNo. Area. = Prisd.
acres. acres. £ acres. | 7 &
1912-1914, 964 | 23.230 902 22,114 2,473
1915 ...| 477 9,299 | 1,311 36,717 3,495 .
1916 ..., 400 6,775 | 1,535 34,110 4,043 e,
1917 ... 230 2,937 ) 1,662 36,631 4,246 e
1918 ...| 186 3,318 | 1,804 38,354 4,381 11 - 289 17 915
1819 ...| 183 3,226 | 1,809 39,170 4,670 136 2;057 . 12,035
1920 ...0 181 4,073 | 1,826 40,198 4,401 259 4,252 1. 23,207
1921 ... 282 6,764 | 1,995 45,475 4,830 333 5,169 | 30,446
1922 .| 415 9,121 | 2,260 51,071 5,470 397 6,382 35,535
1923 ...| 272 5,130 | 2,389 55.025 5,818 468 7,253 |- 40,566
192¢ ...| 153 3,617 | 2,373 56,376 5,766 559 8,908 |+ 349,514

* Exclusive of purchases approved.
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The average size of suburban heldings in existence at S0th June, 1924,
was 24 acres, the aversge size of such holdings sold was 16 acres, and the
average ‘price of purchases approved £5 11s. per acre.

To :30th June, 1924, deeds of purchase had been issued in respect of 126
suburban holdings, embracing 1,287 acres ; these are excluded from the
above table.

Residential Leases.

The holder of a “miner’s right” within a gold or mineral field may obtain
a residential lease. A provisional rent of 1s. per acre is charged, the maximum
area allowed is 20 acres, and the longest term of the lease twenty-eight
years ; the annual rent is appraised by the Land Board. The principal
conditions ‘of the lease are residence during its currency; and the erection
within twelve months of neeessary buildings and fences. Tenant-right
in improvements is conferred upon the lessee. The holder of any residential
lease may, after five years, acquire the land by improvement purchase with
the consent of the Minister as described on a previous page.

There were 838 leases, embracing 11,527 acres at a rental of £1,571 current
at 30th June, 1924.

Week-end Leases.

This tenure, created by the Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1916, is a lease
in perpetuity -of an area not exceeding €0 actes, subject to payment of rent
at the rate of 2} per cent. of the capital value, to the eflecting of substantial
improvements worth £1 per acre within five years from confirmation, and to
the performance of such special conditions as may be notified.  Residence
is not necessary. The minimum rent is £1. Any adult (except a married
woman not judicially separated from her husband) may apply, but persons
who already hold land within areas defined in a notification setting apart
the land for week-end leases are generally disqualified.

Week-end leases, on approval by the Minister, may be purchased, and
payment must be made within three months from date of demand, or within
such further period as the Minister may allow.

Transfers may be made at any time with the Minister’s consent, but must
be to a qualified person, except in cases of devolution under a will or intes-
tacy. The consideration for a tramsfer must not exeeed the capital value
of the improvements on the land.

During the year ended 30th June, 1924, 15 applications for 81 acres were
received, and econfirmation was made in 12 cases with an ares of 108 acres
at an annual rental of £12. At 30th June, 1924, the lease : current numbered
162, of an area of 791 acres, and annual rental £154. In addition, deeds
of purchase had been issued for 22 leases of 8 acres, and approval to purchase
granted in the case of 13 leases of 117 acres. :

Leases of Town Lands.

Crown lands within the boundaries of any town may be leased by public
auction or by tender. The lease s perpetual, and the arca included must
not exceed half an acre. The amount bid at auction or offered by tender
{not being less than the upset value) is the capital value on which the annual
rent at the rate of 2% per cent. is based for the first period of twenty years.
The capital wvalue for each subsequent twenty years’ period is determined .
by the Land Board.

The lease may contain such covenants and provisions as may be gazetted
prior to sale or tender. Residence is not necessary. No person is allowed to
hold more than one lease, unless with the permission of the Minister on
recommendation by the Land Board. The holder of a town lease may be
allowed to purchase. :
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In the year 1928-24 owe -after-auction tender -was received and refused.
Deeds of purchase have been issued for 34 lots embracing 10 acres, and approval
-to purchase granted in 51l cases for an area of 15 acres. ‘On 30th June,
1924, there were 362 leases, containing 129 aeres, the annual rental being
£286.

InmaEwasLe LEasus.

The term “inalienable leases” is here used to signify that the statutory
conditions attaching to the leases so classified ‘do not permit the leaseholder
to purchase any part of his lease nor to convert into another leasehold tenure
invelving the right of purchase.

On the foundation of the Colony all lands vested in the Crown, and for
many years permits to oecupy unsold Crown lands were issued on various
conditions.

The principal inalienable tenures now in existence are described below.

18tk Section -and Pastoral Leases.

Under the Crown Lands Amendment Act of 1903, the registered holder
of any pastoral lease, preferential occupation license, or occupation license,
could apply for a lease, for pot more than twenty—eight years, of an area not
exceeding one-third of the total area of the land comprised within the lease
or license, subject to such rent, conditions or improvements,.and withdrawal
for settlement as may have been determined. These are known as 18th
Section Leases, having been granted under the Land Act of 1903, which
has been repealed. The ares of land held under this tenure has decreased
rapidly since 1914, when the area so held exceeded a million acres.

At 30th June, 1924, these leases, also known as “Leases to Gutgoing Pastoral
Lessees,” numhered 68, with an area of 270,222 acres, and rental of £2,659.
There were no pastoral leases in existence on 20th June, 1924, in the Western
Division wkich had not been brought under the provisions of the Western
Lands Act. Upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory
Board the Minister may resume for closer settlement any 18th Section lease;
and to 30th June, 1924, an area of 14,424 acres had been so resumed and
£3,274 paid as compensation to lessees.

Forestry Leases and Occupation Permits.

Unoceupied Crown Lands and leases situated entirely within dedicated
forests are controlled exclusively by the Forestry Commission, which has
power to lease or otherwise permit their use for pastoral or other approved
purposes.

Forestry leases limited to twenty years have been granted for grazing
purposes, and occupation permits usually on an annual tenancy, but some-
times for a period of fourteen years, have been granted for grazing, bee-
farming, and ferest saw-mills. For grazing purposes the rent is usually
fixed in relation to the grazmg capacity of the land.

The total area of forestry leases and occupation permits th)lly within
State forests, at 30th .June, 1924, was 2;040,180 -acres under the Forestry
Acts, and 109,938 acres under the Crown Lands Acts, but administered by
the Forestry Department ; in addition, there were portions of other leases
not wholly within State forests administered by the Department of Lands.
Particulars of these are not at present available.

Snow Leases.
Vacant Crewn lands -on the Southern Highlands, which for a pertion of
-each year are usually covered with snow, and are thereby mnfit for con-
tImueus use-0r occupation, may be leased by auction or-tender as snow leases.
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Not more than one snow lease may be held by the same person, The maximum
area of any snow lease is 10,240 acres. The term of the lease is seven years,
but may be extended for a further three years.

At 30th June, 1924, there were 19 leases current, embracing 126,020 acres ;
and rent, £1,097. This tenure was introduced in 1889, and the area of snow
leases reached a maximum of 134,420 acres in 1920,

Mineral and Auriferous Leases.

:Under the Mining Act, the Minister for Mines is empowered to grant certain
rights for the operations of miners on any lands within the State. These
are known as mineral and auriferous leases and generally they take precedence
over other forms of tenure. The area so held has steadily increased since
1914 when it was 199,060 acres. There were at 30th June, 1924, 252,957
acres held as mineral and auriferous leases, exclusive of leases to mine on
private lands. The area leased in this way is not included in the areas
covered by other land tenures. Permits to mine under roads and reserves
covered an area of 1,166 acres.

Church and School Lands Leases.
The hlstory of Church and School lands leases, showing the present status
of leaseholders, was published on page 859 of the Year Book for 1921,
The total area of Church and School lands held under lease at 30th June,

1924, in the Eastern Division, was 11 acres, at a rental of £330 per annum,
the subdivision being as follows :—

No. Area. Rent.
: . acres. £
Agricultural e e 1 1 1
Ninety-nine Year ... 37 10 326
Water Races 1 10 miles (about) 3
Total 39 11 330

Occupation Licenses.

Occupatlon licenses may be of two kinds (a) preferential occupation
licenses, consisting of the area within an expired pastoral lease, and (b)
ordinary occupation licenses, which relate to the parts of the holdings for-
merly known as resumed areas. They may be acquired by auction or tender.
Occupation licenses extend from January to December, béing renewable
annually at a rent determined by the Land Board.

An occupation license entitles the holder to occupy Crown lands so granted
for grazing purposes, but it does not exempt such lands from sale or lease

“of any other kind. The licensee, however, is granted tenant rights in any
improvements made to his holding with the written consent of the Crown.

The area under occupation license (Crown Lands Act) was represented
at 30th June, 1924, by 508 ordinary licenses for 2,440,873 acres, rental
£4.866 ; and 281 preferential licenses, representing 687,700 acres, and rent
£4,480. “The area occupied in this way was formerly very extensive, being
nearly 10,000,000 acres in 1904.

Permissive Occupancy.

Permissive occupancy is a form of tenancy at will from the Crown, at
a fixed rental for a short period, terminable at any time by a written demand
for possession from the Secretary for Lands or by written notice from the:
tenant. The occupant has tenant rights in improvements effected by him,
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The number of permissive occupancies in existence at 30th June, 1924,
was 5,091, comprising 2,182,302 acres, with a rental of £10,995. ~The area
held under this tenure has increased gradually during the last twenty years,

ConversioN oF TENURES. ]

In describing the various methods of acquisition and occupation, details
have been given of provisions of the Crown Lands Act which confer on certain
holders of Crown lands the right of conversion into more desirable tenures.
These may be summarised briefly thus :—

A conditional lease or a conditional purchase lease may be converted, at
the option of the holder, into a conditional purchase. A homestead farm,
a homestead selection, a settlement lease, or a Crown lease may be converted
into a conditional purchase with (if desired) an associated conditional lease,
subject to the proviso as to a home maintenance area described below. A
homestead farm or homestead selection may, in certain circumstances, be
converted into a conditional purchase lease and a conditional purchase lease
may be converted into a homestead farm. During the last five years of its
currency a Crown lease may, with the approval of the Minister, be converted
into a homestead farm, while up to 1,280 acres of a settlement lease may
(after five years) be converted into a homestead grant. A special lease, unless
debarred, may be converted, at the discretion of the Minister, into a conditional
purchase lease, conditional purchase, conditional lease, homestead selection,
settlement lease, or homestead farm. Under various conditions an improve-
ment lease, scrub lease .or prickly pear lease not otherwise reserved may be
converted into a homestead selection not exceeding in extent a home main-
tenance area.

In the case of a homestead farm, homestead selection, Crown lease or
settlement lease the area that may be converted, together with the area held
by the applicant under any other tenure (other than a lease having less than
five years to run without the right to purchase the freehold), must not exceed
a home maintenance area as determined by the Local Land Board.

The following statement shows the number and area of holdings in respect
of which conversions were confirmed during the year 1923-24 :—

New Tenure Confirmed.
Con- ( |
ditional J aoon | 5
P P urchaﬂe [ and | Home- Settle- | Home- Total
Tenure of Holding C(:ndztmna] l Con- stead ment stead | Confirma-
Converted. Purchase. Assé)c‘awd’ ditional | Selection.| Lease. | Farm. tions,
SO0 | purchase,
ditional Lease ‘
Lease. ’ e 1
. . [ | . |
. S s S S )
2 I Arca, 2 Area. 12 Area. P Area. gz ! Area. 1 2 Area.| No. ‘ Area,
|
. : l | acres. | acres, acres, acres.k \acres acres. acres,
Gonditional Leases ... 633 1276,217 .. .. PR T . 633/276,217
Conditional Purchasa\ 1 | ;
Leases -l 46} 28,520, .. el e 486! 28,520
Homestead Selections or | | | <
Grants .. . 62 | 28,3771 1| 1,262} .. . | 63| 29,639
Settlement Leases . 15 | 18,243 47|142,133 . ' 62160,376
Non-residential Condi- \ |
tional Purchase s IS B e UL NETY O TIN It EPA IPY RS S B i
Special Leases 438 | 58,214/ 1 32G| 38(10,787 4 852 4 5,928 4\ 2,862 | 489/ 78,463
Prickly-pear Leases .. .. .. . P I I S O I .. ..
Scrub Leases 7| 28,424 ... V71 23,424
Improvement Leases ..} .. . . 11} 32,007 el 11} 82,007
Crown Leases . 49| 23,013| 16| 22,868 . .. .. S N 65| 45,881
Homestead Farms. . 17 | 6,138, 3| 2,800 . . . 1 . 20, 8,938
Total .. ..| 1,260 1438,722 68!1694‘383 38(10,787 2! 55,783 4| 5,928{ 4‘ 2,862 |1,396!683,465
+ .

* Includes 68 associated Conditional Leases, 114,227 acres.
embracing 480 acres.

t Includes 6 Conditional Purchage Leases
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Particutars of the nutiber and area of new tenures obtained by conversion
during each of the past ten, years are shown below :—

New Fenure Conflrmed. °

Con- ’

I | Conditional

g i Purchase { ditional ot bl .
eggg(ri[ €onditional } and / and. Con- Iztogg- Jigetr\t I:ff:g i Total
3oty | Purchase” Associated | ditional | g v Lense Fapm, | Confirmations.
Jure, | Conditienat | Puarchase } ™ ’ Cog o
Lease.t__ | Lease.® o N L_»_i
No. | Area. | No.) Area. |No. I‘Arem | No.| Area. [No.[ Area. [No. {/Area.| No. | Areca.
acres. acres., acres. acres. adres. acres i acres.
1915 [1,095 420,033 | 54 |196,325 | 12 | 2,265 2,503) 1 31| 11 | 4,550 | 1,181 J 626,607
1916 1,216 | 547,347 | 46 | 165,375 | 13 | 5,092 11 | 4,597 2 600 | 6 | 5,8481,204 726,859
1917 |1,492 | 686,809 | 43 | 162,842 | 25 {15831 12 2,641 2 1 3,408 2 11,200}1,586 r 872,740
1918 11,880 1863,461 | 87 {213,849 | 12 | 4,275] 6 | 2,272 ... ... 1,985 | 1,083,854
1919 |1,952 | 711,042 | 64 | 157,021 | 32 26,213 1| 6,100] T 283 '8 | 1,6022,058 866,201
1920 11,659 {511,315 | 96 | 217,835 | 30 | 6,009 7| 3,178 3 380 5 | 3,211 (1,800 742,018
1921 1,598 | 501,861 1 78 | 174,756 ;| 34 | 11,074] 23 |36,986] 3 | 2,804 1 151 1 737 4 727,722
1922 11,302 | 455,018 | 56 | 122,923 | 30 | 8,207/ 29 [39,371 23 [18,238| ‘8 | 9,505 1,4491] 1653, 801
1923 1,201 | 393,649 | 43 | 115,421 | 24 | 8,339 27 46,973| 15 | 4,298 12 (10,620 1 3"37’\ 1580, 092
1924 ]1,2°0 | 438,722 | 88 1169 383 38 110,787| 22 155,783 4 | 5,923 4 | 2,862)1,396 | 683,463

* Including non-residential eonditional purchases. T Including 1 homestead farm converted to
a settlement purchase of 449 acres in 1922, and 1 of 722 aeres in 1923.

The above table ineludes particulars of leases converted under the original
conditions on which they were granted as well as of leases granted under the
special conversion privileges granted by the Acts of 1909 and 1916. For
instance, the right to convert conditional leages and conditional purchase
leases into conditional purchases was granted when they were first introduced,
as also was the right to convert serub and improvement leases under certain
conditions into homestead selections. On the other hand, the Crown Lands
Amendment Act of 1908 conferred on holders the right to convert homestead
selections, settlement leases and non-residential conditional purchases into
conditional purchases, while special leases were made convertible into any
of a number of tenures with the consent of the Minister.

In 1916 Crown leases and homestead farms which had been created as
leases in 1912 were made convertible into conditional purchases.

WesTERN LAND Division.

" The lands of the Western Division, comprising 80,318,708 acres, or two-
fifths of the area of the State, are for the most part sparsely settled, and
occupation is somewhat precarious on account of the low and uncertain
rainfall.

The administration of these lands is regulated by the Western Lands Act,
1901, and is contrelled by three Commissioners, constituting “The Western
Land Board of New South Wales,” who, sitting in open Court, exercise all
the powers conferred upon Local Land Boards by the Crown Lands Acts.

Subject: to existing rights and extension of tenure granted under certain
conditions, all forms of alienation (other than by auction) and lease preseribed
by the Crown Lands Aects, ceased to operate within the Western Lands
Division from 1st January, 1902.

The registered holder of a homestead selection or grant, pastoral, home-
stead, settlement, residential, special, artesian well, improvement, serub, or
inferior lands lease or occupation license of land in the Western Division,
may apply to bring his lease or license under the provisions of the Western
Lands Acts of 1901 and 1905; in cases where application has not been
made, such lease or license ig treated as if the Acts had not been passed.

Crown lands within this division are not available for lease until so noti-
fied 'in' the Gazefte, but leases for special purposes may be granted upon
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certain conditions, and holders of areas which are considered too small to
maintain a home or to make a livelihood may obtain an additional area
under certain conditions as a lease. Lands are gazetted as open for lease at
a stated rental under specified conditions with respect to residence, transfer,
mortgage, and sub-letting. .

All leases issued or brought under the provisions of the Western Lands
Acts of 1901 and 1905, except special leases, expire on 30th June, 1943.
Conditional leases, which number 81 and embrace 109,439 acres, however,
may be converted into conditional purchase before expiry. In cases where
a withdrawal is made for the purpose of sale by auction or to provide small
holdings, the lease of the reminder may, as compensation, be extended for
a term not exceeding six years.

The rent on all leases brought under the provisions of the Act is deter-
mined by the Commissioners for the unexpired portion. The minimum rent
or license fee is 2s. 6d. per square mile or part thereof; the maximum is 7d.
per sheep on the carrying capacity determined by the Commissioners.

Holdings under the Western Lands Acts as at 30th June, 1924, were clas-
sified as follow: —

Y
|

Class of Holding. Lenses | Area. Annmel
New Leases issued under Western Lands Act :— No. 1 aeres. £
Spécial Leases... e 340 78,460 1,915
Section 32, Western Lands Act Leases ... 293 , 2,815,394 2,603
Part VI, . s . 614 | 16,641,652 16,042
Preferential Oceupation Licenses ... 35 | 888,775 591 .
\
Leases under Crown Lands Act brought under ‘

Western Lands Act :— “ : .
Pastoral Leases v e 987 | 34,150,977 56,599
Subdivision Leases ... 47 | 3,086,147 3,541
Homestead Leases ... .| 1,413 10,332,990 27,244
Improvement Leases... 12| 1,808,304 1,147
Scrub Leases ... 3] 17,431 31
Inferior Lands Leases 2 ; 186,450 40
Kettlement Leases ... 8 . 40,030 130
Artesian ‘Well Leases 31 | 317,111 501
fpecial Leases (Conversion)... 43 | 8,898 193
‘Qccupation Licenses ... 76 | 3,415,867 1,003
Homestead Selections and Homestead Grants ... 31 24,765 155
Conditional Leases .. 81 i 109,439 536

Total... .. .. .. 3119| 74,717,710 | 112,271
i

In addition there were 2,029,121 acres of alienated land ; 647,789 acres
under temporary tenures ; 1,791,229 acres of uncccupied land of low grade ;
930,052 acres of unalienated town lands, beds of rivers, commonages; etc.,
and 201,907 acres of land still under the Crown Lands Act, completing &
total of 80,318,708 acres of land in the Western Lands Division.

Prickry Prar Laxps.

Public attention was first called in Parliament to the growth of prickly
pear as & pest in 1882, and in 1885 it was stated that an area of 5,000 acres
had become infested in the upper Hunter district. In 1886 a Prickly Pear
Destruction Act was passed, and with some modification in 1901 this remained
the law relating to the pest until 1924. The law, however, was not put
into operation extensively, and the spread of the pest continued practically
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unchecked. In 1911 it was estimated that 2,000,000 acres of land were
infested with pear, and at the end of 1924 the area so infested was stated to
be 7,600,000 acres, the greater part of which, however, was lightly infested.

At this juncture the law was completely revised and the Prickly Pear Act,
1924, was designed to provide means for preventing the further spread of
the pest and of eradicating it where possible. This Act (as amended in 1925)
related to all lands infested by prickly pear and provided for the appointment
of a Commissioner to administer its provisions. It was made an obligation
on the owners and occupiers of all lands within the State to keep uninfested
land entirely free from prickly pear, and all owners and occupiers of freehold
or leased lands already infested were required to make an annual return
to the Commissioner, showing the area of their holdings upon which prickly
pear is growing, together with information as to the steps being taken to
deal with it.

The Commissioner may delimit prickly pear zones and classify the land
within such zones into four grades, according to whether it is free from prickly
pear, lightly infested, heavily infested or very heavily infested, and may
issue instructions to land holders requiring them to take steps to clear their
lands. _Failure to comply with such a direction may be met by penalty,
and, in addition, the Commissioner may have the land cleared at the expense
of the owner. Upon the recommendation of the Commissioner, the Minister
may give assistance to any owner in clearing his land in the form of an advance
repayable over a term not exceeding twenty years; and by agreement with
the holder, the terms and conditions of leases of any infested lands leased
from the Crown may be varied in any manner approved by the Governor.
Crown lands already infested may be leased under the Prickly Pear Act,
under special conditions.

Where any private land is classified as very heavily infested, ¢.e., as land
of less value than the cost of freeing it from pear, the owner may divest
himself thereof by surrendering it to the Crown, and in such case he is required
to fence off the surrendered portion and to maintain free of pear a strip
. of Jand 10 feet wide within and around such surrendered portion. Crown
lands classified as very heavily infested may be granted by the Minister to
any person who has freed them from pear.

The Act establishes a Prickly Pear Destruction Fund by providing for
five years from 1st January, 1925, an annual appropriation of £30,000 from
Consolidated Revenue. This fund is under control of the Minister, to be
applied by him for the administration of the Aet. - The Minister is empowered
to make grants from this fund for the purpose of assisting councils, pastures
protection boards, and the trustees of cemeteries, commons, or reserves to
meet their obligations under the Act.

CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

The circumstances leading to the adoption of what is known as the ““ Closer
Settlemient Policy ”” are described on page 716.  Further reference to the
subject may be found in previous Year Books.

The Closer Settlement Acts provide that the Minister for Lands may, with
the sanction of the Governor and the approval of Parliament, purchase
private estates at a price approved by Parliament. - But any alienated estate
whose unimproved value exceeds £20,000 may be compulsorily resumed for
closer settlement.

Land comprised in any improvement or scrub lease, or-seetion 18 lease,
may also be resumed or purchased under agreement for closer settlement
upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory Board. To 30th
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June, 1924, an area of 564,695 acres comprised in 64 long-term leases had
been re-acquired in this way at.a cost of £200,799, and had been disposed of
in 605 farms consisting of homestead farms and Crown leases under the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act.

Within six months after the passing of an Act sanctioning the construction
of a line of railway, the governor may notify a list of estates within 15 miles
of the the railway line; within six months of this notification the Governor
may notify his intention to consider the advisableness of acquiring for purposes
of closer settlement land so notified, the property of one owner, and exceeding
£10,000 in value. The area of land under notification in June, 1924, was,
2,300,533 acres. vk

At any time after a proclamation of intention to consider the advisable-
ness of acquiring an estate, if an agreement be made that the land shall be
subdivided for closer settlement by the owner, the power of resumption may be
suspended for a term not exceeding two years. Any sale or lease made utider
such agreement, and any subsequent sale, lease, or transfer made within five
years of the original sale or lease, must be submitted to the Minister, and if
it be found that the owner has failed to fulfil the conditions, the suspension of
the power of resumption shall cease.

The total area acquired under the ordinary provisions of the Closer Seftle-
ment Acts, was 1,145,758, acres at an aggregate purchase price of £4,544,230.
This area originally consisting of fifty-eight estates, was divided into 2,463
farms. Except in regard to Returned Soldiers’ Settlement, operations under
the ordinary provisions of the Closer Settlement Acts have ceased and are now
confined to promotion proposals, ¢.e., cases where owners agree to sell estates
under closer settlement conditions. Particulars of the provisions of the
earlier Closer Settlement Acts and details of the operations thereunder are
given in previous Year Books. :

Closer Setilement Promotion.

The provisions of the Closer Settlement Acts of 1918 and 1919, which
replace the Closer Settlement Promotion Act, 1910 (repealed), enable three
or more perons, or one or more discharged soldiers, each of whom is qualified
to hold a settlement purchase, to negotiate with an owner of private lands,
and under certain conditions to enter into agreements with him to purchase
a specified area on a freehold basis, for a price to be set out in each agreement.
Any one or more discharged soldiers or sailors may also enter info agreements
to purchase on a present title basis from the holder a conditional purchase;
a conditional purchase lease; a conditional purchase and conditional lease,
including an inconvertible conditional lease; a homestead selection; a home-
stead farm; a settlement lease; a Crown lease, or any part of one or more of
such holdings, or an improvement or serub lease, not substantially more
than sufficient for the maintenance of a home.

Upon approval by the Minister, the vendor, in the case of private land,
- surrenders the area to the Crown, and the purchaser acquires it as a settie-
ment purchase.  In the case of land acquired on present title basis, the
vendor transfers it to the purchaser. The vendor is paid by the Crown,
either in cash or in Closer Settlement Debentures, and the freehold “value of
the land, inclusive of improvements thereon, purchased for any ore’‘person
must not exceed £3,000, except in special cases where the improvements
warrant it, when the freehold value may be up to £3,500; if the land is
found suitable for grazing only, the freehold value may be up to £4,000.

Each farm is worked independently, the co-operation of the applicants
ceasing with the allotment of an area. Each applicant has to pay a deposit
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of 6% per cent. of the Crown valuation of the farm granted to him, except
discharged soldiers or sailors, who are not required to pay any deposit. Re-
payments of the balance of the purchase money to the Crown are subject
to the regulations in force at the date of commencement of title. At pre-
sent the regulations provide for repayment at the rate of 6} per cent, per
annunr of the capital value of the farm, where the purchase money is paid
in cash; this includes interest at the rate of 5% per cent. on the cutstanding
balance, the whole indebtness being discharged in thirty-two years, where
the initial deposit is paid. If the land is paid for by debentures, the deposit
and annual instalments to be paid by applicants sre 14 per cent. in advance
of the rate of interest paid by the Crown in connection with the debentures,
and the interest to be paid on the unpaid balance of purchase money is 4 per
cent. in advance of the rate of interest paid by the Crown as aforesaid.

Postponement of the payment of instalments and of interest for a period
may be sanctioned in special circumstances, and holders of farms may obtain
advances from the Rural Bank Commissioners on account of improvements
effected.

From the commencement of the Closer Settlement Promiotion Act in
September, 1910, till 30th June, 1924, promotion proposals were received
in respeet of 7,469 farms of a total area of 3,860,244 acres, the amount
involved being £17,739,412, but many of these proposals were either with-
drawn or refused. The total number of promotion proposals under the
Closer Settlement Acts allotted and finally dealt with for which payment had
been made by the Government Savings Bank and from the Closer Settlement
Fund as at 30th June, 1924, were 3,731 farms, representing 1,774,920 acres,
in respect of which a sum of £8,254,009 had been advanced ; of this number
1,149 farms, embracing an area of 471,104 acres at a cost of £2,439,230, were
paid for by the Government Savings Bank, and payment was made from the
Closer Settlement Fund in respect of the balance.

In all (exclusive of irrigation projects) 1,841 estates and leases had been
acquired by the Government for purposes of closer settlement of civilians and
returned soldiers. These estates embraced 3,798,493 acres, for which the
purchase price was £13,719,343, and there were added 104,326 acres of adjacent
Crown lands. The total number of farms made available was 7,707.

Summary of Closer Settlement Operations.

The fellowing table provides a summary of the various closer settlement
operations, including lands acquired and administered under the Closer
Settlement and Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts, lands acquired by
executive authority and by virtue of section 197 of the Crown Lands Act,
and administered by the Closer Settlement Board :—-

{
Artes. Farms-made available.
Price paid
Mode of Estates for
Acquisition. Acquired Adjacent | Acquired | No, Aren. Value:
. Acquired. Crown Land. .
Lands.
!
L e No. Acres. Acres. £ Acres. £
Direct, Purchase* ... 27 266,917 173 166,387 505 266,015 508,860
Crown Lands Act (3. 197) + 23 46,208 374 253,918 403 45,594 324,942
Closer Settlement Act—
Promoticn Provisions ...| 1,669 1,774,920 8,254,009 3,731 | 1,774,520 8,254,009
Ordinazy Provisions ... 58 | 1,145,758 103,779 | 4,544,230 2,463 | 1,218,369 4,602,056
Total sl 1,777 | 8,233,798 104,326 i1&518,544 7,102 i 3,305,398 | 13,687,667

*Iucluding 19,646 acres of improvement lease, and 160,028 of scrub lease acquired at nominal value.

1 Including one estate of 21,309 aeres, surrendered at nominal value for returned soldiers.
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The difference hetween the area acquired (with adjacent Crown lands
added) and the area of farms made available was 32,726 acres, absorbed in
reserves, roads, school and Vﬂlage sites. The number of estates acquired
under the promotien provisions of the Closer Settlement Act is comparatively
large, because 952 individual holdings, besides holdings containing only a
few farms, were acquired mainly for soldier seftlers.

Bo far as cun be ascertaluned, the lands covered by the above tatle were
dispesed: of as follows at 30th June, 1924 :—

. Farms Occupied.
Manner of Disposal. -
. apita
No. Area. } v 5! e,
Acres. 1 -
Settlement Purchases . ... ... 5435 | 2,573,115 & 11,336,083
Soldiers’ Group Purchases Conﬁrmed 965 410,567 | 2,076,315
Provisionally Allotted 306 61,212 | §
under Cultural Systemt ... 91 3,219 | §
Seven Estates disposed of under Crown Lands and
Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts . .. 46 186,151 §
Settlement Purchases converted into Homestea,d Farms 43 23,543 102,929
Alienated (deeds issued) ... ... .. .. .. 374 9,776 | §
Total disposed of and in occupation ... .0 06,923 1 3,267,583 l] §
[ Soldiers’ Group Settlements.. 117 §,948 l §
Balance- \ Settlement Purchases 682 27,867 ] §
§
*Inﬂladmg settlement purchases occupied by returned soldiers. f0rchard blocks in course of
development. iPartly estimated. §Not available.

© Of the balance of lands not in eccupation at 30th June, 1924, an area of
21,265 acres of settlement purchases and 1,428 acros of soldier’s group settle-
ment purehases were available for ap”)hcatlon the remainder being lands
used for administrative purposes or forfeited lands being prepared for re-
allotment.

In addition 64 improvement, scrub, and 18th section leases were resumed
by the Crown upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory
Board. Thess embraced an.area of 564,695 acres, for which a sam of £200,799
was paid as compensation, and they were subdivided into 605 farms and
allotted as Crown leases and homestead farms under the Crown Lands Act.

The balance of purchase money in respeet of the above farms under the
Closer Settlement Acts, omitting group seldier settlements, as at 30th
November, 1922, mcludm&r deferred and postponed instalments and adjusting
interest, amounted to £10,233, 173, and it was estimated that the balance
of assets over Habilities was £889,705. Arrears of instalments at the same
date were £34%,043, and at 30th June, 1924, £825,907.

Other Closer Settlement Operations.

The Rural Bank in April, 1923, issued particulars of a scheme of advances
to facilitate subdivision of private estates, and the fizst Rural Bank loan of
£1,000,000 at 5% per cent. was raised locally for the purpose. The scheme is
that the Bank is prepared after inspection, to issue certificates as to the
amount it is willing to advance to purchasers of land under subdivisional
plans approved by the Land Settlement Board and the Bank. Interest is
charged at the rate of 6} per cent., and the maximum advance is £3,000, or
two-thirds of the Bank’s Valuatlon of the property, whichever is the loss. In .
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the case of properties not fully improved the advance may be as great as
80 per cent. of the Bank’s valuation, subject to specified impravements being
carried out at the purchaser’s expense. '

By 30th June, 1924, Rural Bank certificates had been issued in connefztion
with the proposed subdivision of sixty-two estates into 380 farms, containing
in all 279,930 acres, valued at £1,136,215. The amount of loans covered by
the certificates was £829,860. In all 138 estates, comprising 676,100 acres,
had been submitted under the scheme; of these 105, containing 560,460 acres
had been inspected or recommended for inspection. Altogether 108 farms,
covering 80,667 acres, had been selected under the scheme, and loans amount-
ing to £207,180 had been applied for in connection with ninetv of these.
The average area of farms in the proposed subdivisions was 736 acres; the
average value £2,990, and the average amount of the loan certificate £2,183.

In adaition, the Land Settlement Board issued special appeals to owners
of selected estates to subdivide their properties and provided special facilitics
for suchk subdivisions.

In, response, to these appeals further subdivisions were undertaken without
the assistance of the Rural Bank. To 28th June, 1924, an area of 603,726
acres, contained in eighty-one estates, had been subdivided into 853 farms,
of which 562, containing 392,153 acres, had been selected, the approximate
purchase price being £2,000,000. The average area of these farms was
707 acres, and the average price per farm £3,574.

Besides these, the owners of forty-seven estates, with an aggregate area of
1,320,792 acres, within 15 miles of the railways being constructed in New
South Wales by the Victorian Government, were approached by the Land
Settlement Board with the following results to 28th June, 1924 :—

| !

. No. of No. of
Purpose of ¥arms made Es%at?os Area Far(;n: in| Farms Area Amount of
avaijable. Sub- Sukbdivided. Sub- Selected. Selected. Sales.
. divided. | division. }
i
| | |
’ a‘res. acres. £
Mixed Farming ... 5 64,390 53 28 37,382 144,998
Grazing ... . ’ 3 . 253,554 40 27 137,783 252,660
Total ... l . 8 | 817,944 | 93 55 i 175,165 | 297,658
‘ I i

In addition, ten holdings, containing in all 143,258 acres, more than 15 miles
from the proposed railway lines, were subdivided for grazing purposes.

SETTLEMENT OF RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Under'the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts, special provision is made
for the settlement of discharged soldiers on Crown lands, including the
Murrutnbidgee Trrigation Areas, and on lands acquired under the Closer
Settletnent® Acts and otherwise. _

Land has been made available principally under the following tenures i—
. Homestead Farm.—Lease in perpetuity.

. Crown Lease.—Lease for 45 years.

. Returned Soldiers’ Special Holding.—Purchase or lease.
. Suburban Holding.—Lease in perpetutiy.

- Irrigation Farm.—Purchase or lease in perpetuity.

. .Group purchase.

. Settlement purchase.

QAo U Lo =
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Provision also exists in the Closer Settlement Acts under which one or
more discharged soldiers may purchase privately-owned land upon terms
approved by the Minister for Lands, the Crown providing the whole of the
purchase money. Transactions of this nature are permitted only in cases
in which additional settlement is provided. The Minister has dlsc;emonary
power to refuse any such proposal.

The maximum value of land and improvements which may be so pur-
chased by any individual is £3,000; in special cases, however, this may be
increased to £3,500 or £4,000 for purely grazing areas.

.An advance not exceeding £625 may be made available for each:soldier
settler, but it must be used only for the general improvement of the land,
purchase of implements, stock, seed, and other necessaries, or in the erection
of buildings. The total amount aflvanced under the Returned_ Soldiers’
gettlement Act to 30th June, 1924, was £2,851,797, and of thig sum £457 515
(or 61 per cent. of claims rendered) had been repald, while interest amountmg
to £149,821 (or 47 per cent. of the amount due) had been paid.

Terms of repayment are usually as follows :—
House and other Permanent Improvenients.—By payments over twenty-
five years, interest only being charged during first five years.
. Stock and Implements.—Six years, interest only being charged during
first year.

Seeds, Plants, ete.—Qne year.

Interest as fixed under the Acts may not exceed 3% per cent. for the first
year and 4 per cent. for the second year, and it increases progreqclvelv by
not more than 4 per cent. for each subsequent year, the maximum rate at
present being 6‘L per cent.

If the circumstances so warrant, a returned soldier settler approved by the
Department of Lands may obtain an allowance for sustenance from the
Department of Repatriation for a period not exceeding six months, the
rates being :(—

For a Single Man.—£1 per week inclusive of pension.

Married Man.—£1 10s. per week, plus 2s. 6d. for each child (up to 4)
under 16 years of age (inclusive of pension}.

The amount of such gifts to settlers in New South Wales for sustenance
and other expenses to 30th June, 1924, was £136,446. C

Subiect to such conditions as to security and terms of rep(wment as the
Commission may think fit to impose, soldier settlers on the Murrumbidgee
and Curlwaa Irrigation Areas may obtain an advance, or have payment of
rent and water rates suspended. The expenditure by the Irrigation Com-
mission on returned soldiers’ settlement durmﬁ 1923-24 was £467,S7 8, making
a total of £3,661,711 to 30th June, 1924. Repayments and collections to
the same date amounted to £329,150.

The total area of land made available exclusively for the settlement of
returned soldiers under the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Act, 1916 during
the eight years ended 30th June, 1924, was 5,177,930 acres, of which
2,305,054 acres were homestead farms, 1,193,060 acres were under the Closer
Settlement Promotion Act, 910,311 acres were Crown leases, and 532, 147 acres
were group purchases. Theae totals contain a certain amount of duphcatlon,
due to the fact that a number of holdings taken up have reverted to.the
Crown and have been made available a second time.
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As nearly as could be ascertained the mumiber and area of holdings of
lands in occupation under the returned soldiers’ seftlement scheme as at
30th Junc, 1924, were as follow :—

Tenure. Orizinal Areas. Adgitg:;al
11; No. Acres. Acres.

Homestead Farms ... b 1,053 | 1,425,731 33,564
Crown Leases ! 253 691,752 16,278
Trrigation Farms—Murrumbldgee ; 916 66,466

Curlwaa i 16 283
Retuxned qolche«rs Special Ho]dmgs ol 353 28,037
Settlement Purchases } 2,424 | 1,203,964
Settlement Group Purchases . el 965 410,567
Acquired Lands under Crown Lands Tenures [ 46 186,151
Farms provisionally allotted el 306 61,212
Orchard Blocks under Cultural System ... . 91 3,219

Total ce e e 6,423 ) 4,077,382 49,842

There were, in additicn, 649 farms under the scheme. These were cocupied
almost eutirely by soldier settlers on private holdings who had received
financial assistance under the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts. In all
7,072 farms weze In occipation under the returned soldiers’ settlemént
schenie as at 30th June, 1924, in addition to thcse who held farms by the
ordinary. processes of setilement. The total area which had heen made
available exclusively for returned soldiers was 5,177,930 acres, and of this
area 224,709 acres remained available at 30th June, 1924.

In addition, small areas of land have been made available exclusively for
returned soldiers as conditional purchases, conditional leases, and suburban
holdings. Purchase had been completed and deeds issued in regard to 15
returned soldiers’ special holdings, containing 476 acres, and approval of
purchase had been obtained in the case of 73 containing 3,735 acres. These
are included above.

The following table affords a summaiy of the number, atea, and cost of
private estates acquired for soldiers’ sestlement to 36th June, 1924 —

. Farms
Class of Acquisition, g Estates. Area. 1}}:}1;}1635 € made
P€Ys  |available.
|
No. acres. £ No.
Promotion Provisions Closer Settlement Acts® ...; 1,446 | 1,192,623 | 5,346,178 2,379
Group Segtlement --Closer Settlement Acts 25 381,505 | 1,753,941 756
Section 187, Crown Lands Actt ... 23 46,203 253,918 403
Direct Purchase under authority of :
Executive Councilt ... . 27 266,917 466,387 505
Total ... | 1,621 | 1,887,248 | 7,820,424 - 4,043
|
|
¥ Includes 952 single farms.. - 1 Includes 179,674 acres long term leases at nominal value,
t Includes one estate surrendered at nominal value, practically as a gift.
As nearly as could be ascertained at 30th June, 1524, the aboxm farms had

been disposed of as follows ——2,5»24 farms embrdcmg 1,203,964 acres, valued.
at £5,461,827, as scttlement purchases; SUJ farimy, ombracing 410,567 acres
valued at £2,076,315, as settlement group purchases; 46 farms, embracing
186,161 aecres under the Crown Lzmds Aet and Returned Soldiers’ Settlement
Act; 316 farms, embracing 61,212 aeres provisionally allotted ; and 91 orchard
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blocks, embracing 3,219 acres were occupied under the cultural system.
The balance of the area—=22,135 acres, comprised in 211 farms—included .

areas available for settlement, in course of disposal,.and lands cecupied by -

civilian settlers.

The number of returned soldiers who had been placed upon the land up -
to 30th June, 1924, in New South Wales, through the agencies of the State -
in connection with the repatriation scheme, was 8,819, including 1,747 who -
had transferred, forfeited, or surrendered their l‘ohlmg% his total includes -
settlers on private holdmgs who received financial assistance under the
Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Acts.

The total amount of expendlture (exclusive of administration) in regard .
to soldiers’ settlement in New South Wales at 30th June, 1924, was
£17,394,662, consisting of £7,887,954 for resumptions, £6,259,643 advanees .
to soldler settlers and develo‘pmental oxpenditure, £1,659,619 for railway -
construction, and £1,587 446 for 1rr1crat10n works. The expenditure on
resumptions includes £1,891,540 paid by debentures under the Closer Settle- -
ment Act, and of the total expenditure the sum of £9,826,203 was advanced
to the State by the Commonwealth, and £7,568,459 was expended from the -
other funds of the State.

IRRIGATION AREAS.

The principal irrigation scheme is on the Murrumbidgee River. It covers -
an area of 359,000 acres, of which 301,000 acres were formerly freehold
and leasehold la,nd On 30th June, 1924, irrigated farms of a total area of °
116,000 acres were held by 2,061 settlers and, in addition, 89,747 acres were -
leased as dry areas.

The disposal of Crown lands within irrigation areas is regulated by the
Crown Lands Consolidation Aet, 1913, the Trrigation Aect, 1912, and the -
Irrigation Holdings (Freehold) Act, 1924. These areas are admlmstered
by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission. A special land board,- .
with the powers and duties of a Local Land Board, may be appointed in
connection with certain provisions of the Crown Land Acts relating to -
lands within an irrigation area; the lands are classified as town, irrigable, -
and dry or non-irrigable lands. A person (except a married woman not -
separated from her husband by judicial decree) 16 years or over, if a
male, or 18 years or over, if a female, or two or more such persons, may
apply for an irrigation farm or block. An alien is not debarred, but he must -
become naturalised within three years under penalty of forfeiture. In terms -
of the Act of 1924 the nermal title to holdings within irrigation areas is per--
petual lease, subject to perpetual payment of rent, performance of residence
and the making of certain improvements. The rent is at the rate of 2} per cent...
of the capital value—minimum for town land blecks, £1 per annum. A% -
the expiration of five years after the granting of the application, a grant of
the farm or block will be issued to the holder, provided that the required .
conditions have been observed. The holding may be protected against sale -
for debt in certain circumstances. Non-lrngable leases may be 1ssued for-
any term approved by the Minister: and it is also provided that lands may
be set aside for purchase, or that any existing lease may be converted into a.
purchase by application and the payment of instalments extending over
thirty-seven years.

In respect of town land bloeks, the conditions of residence are not imposed,. .
and no person may hold more than three a.d]ommfr blecks for residence, 0T
four adjoining blocks for business purposes.

B4787—C
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"On the 30th June, 1924, 2,061 farms were held, representing a total area’
~of 116,000 acres and annual rental of £59,314. In addition, there were-
_held 879 town land blocks, comprising 222 acres, at a total rental of £7,297

and 89,747 acres leased as dry areas, yielding £13,017 in rent during the"
- year.

Irrigation settlements have been eqtabhshed also at Hay and at Curlwaa,

near Wentworth. These were, in 1913, placed under the control of the

“ Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission. The tenure under which
- farms are held in these two areas is leasehold, ranging from three to thirty

years’ duration, and the policy adopted by the Commissioners has been to
—extend the tenures, subject to such conditions and reappraisement of rent
. a8 they may decide.

The Hay Irrigation Area consists of an area of 4 500 acres; and at 30th .
. June, 1924, 1,035 acres were held by sixty-five settlers in 1088 irrigation
blocks, ranging from 3 up to 34 acres with a leasehold tenure of thirty years,
while 2,876 acres were leased as ﬁfty one nomn- irriga%%i blocks for short terms .
up to five years. =~ The.Curlwaa Area compriscs 10,680 seres; and at 30th
- June, 1924, 147 irrigated farms, of an area of 1,966 acres, were under occupation :
by 124 settlers, with a leasehold tenure of thlrty vears. - In addition, 7,563 :
.-acres were leased for short terms.

The following table shows the number and area of farms in occupation
- on each of the irrigation areas at 30th June in each of the past five years :—

Murrumbidgee. Hay. ‘ Curlwaa.
‘Year endad 30th June. |- Farms, /) Town Blocks. Farms, - | Farms.
No. | Acres. |" No. | Acres. No. | Acres. | No. | Acres,
19?0 L eee .| 1,165 57,170 321 79 67% 3,724 92 | 8,632
1921 N .. 1,361 75974 543 136 69 3,737 106 8,393
1922 .. 1,781 | 108,240 732 175 70 3,737 120 9,531 -
1923 ... 2,064 | 119,610 839 | 204 65% 3,733t - 123 9,631% -
1924 2,061 l 116,000 879 | 222 71 3,911 124 9,529

* Reduction in number of lessees is due to group settlers transferring to individuals. .

t Balance of area not occupied as farms, comprises roads, channels, and other reserves, including -

- permissive occupaney. ;
Further information concerning the irrigation schemes of the State will

“be found in chapter *“ Water Conservation and Irrigation” of this Year

Book.

Tenures vn Irrigation Areas.

The Irrigation: Holdings (Freehold) Act, which came into force on 23rd -
December, 1924, was ‘apphed to all lands Wlthln any irrigation area of the
: State, It crea‘oed three classes of leases, viz., irrigation farm lease, town
lands leage, and non-irrigable lease. These are perpetual leases, sub]ect to
~the fulfilment of certain conditions, such as residence and the making of
“improvements, but it is also provided that non-irrigable leases may be granted -
~for such term as may be determined by the Minister. - The term of residence
must commence within six months of the granting of a lease, and must con-
~tinue until the Irrigation Commission certifies that improvements have been -
performed as required by the notification which made the lands available.
“The freehold of any of these leases may be acquired by purchase upon applica- -
tion accompanied by the prescribed fees and deposits and the payment of -
~the balance in seventy-three half-yearly instalments. Such purchases, how-:
-ever, are subject to the covepant that dairying lands and horticultural lands
~will be used for their respective purposes, to the resetvation of all minerals
“in"the land, and conditions securing upon ’c]le land all rateq and charges for R
-water, as provided by the Irrigation Act.
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Laxp RESUMPTIONS AND APPROPRIATIONS.

‘Alienated land required by the State may be obtained by resumption,
purchase, exchange, surrender, or gif¢. Resumptions are made under the
Public Works, Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition, and Local Govern-
ments Acts, and except when made for purposes of Public Instruction or
Railways they are treated by the Valuer-General. Resumptions for Federal
purposes are made under the Commonwealth Lands Acquisition Act,
1906-16, Lands Acquisition (Defence) Act, 1918, and War Service Homes_
Act, 1918-20. Any Crown lands may be appropria,ted for public purposes.

The following statement shows the area of resumptions and appropriations'
and of the principal purchases which were made during the past five years.,
Purchases of land for hospitals and other seml-pubhc purposes are not
included. : :

Yronded | Gemptions [ Crows Lands
a. Tr. p. a. I. p. a r. p. a. I P.
1920 27,840 1 22 * 17 2 2 27,857 3 24
1921 8,605 0 28 * 40 3 25 8,646 0 13
1922 4346 1 9 2,236 0 26 9 3 17 6,592 1 ‘12
1923 | 28,354 1 12 10,648 2 15 13 0 17 39,016 0 4
1924 1,538 0 23 477 0 31 10 0 11 2,025 1 25

* Nov available,

The purposes of resumptions, appropriations, and purchases during 1923-24

were i— Area. Area.
a. Ir. P. . a r. p.

Artesian Bore 6 328 Railways and Tramways 1,802 1 2
Bridge ‘ 305 Sanitary Depdts ; 19 018 :
Defence ... 7 236 Savings Bank ... 0 022
Fire Station 0 337 Sewerage 14 132
Harbour Improvements 8% 215 Storm Water Channels
Hospital ... 1 06 and Drainage.. 6 1 0
Municipal Streets Depots, Wi aterStorage and Rwer

ete. . . 16 0 31 Dam ... 3 035
“Police Stations 2 026 Water Supply ... 14 3 1
Postal ... 4 111 ‘Wharf Improvements... 244 2 0
Public Parks and Recrea- _—

tion Reserves .. 97 1 6 Total... .. 2,025 125
Public School Sites 196 1 34 _

Land resumptlons purchases, and gifts in quinquennial groups from the
year 1900 inclusive, were as follow :—

Resumptions,
¢ Year. Appropriations, and Gifts. Total.
| Purchases. )

. a. r. p. Q. I. P. ag T. D.
: 1900-04 8,876 1 37 833 3 23 9,710 1 20
1905-09 105,848 . 3 8 439 1 27 106,288 0 35
- 1910-14 282,008 . 3 17 117 -0 10 } 282,125 3 27.
£1915-19 64,194 0 35 81 035 64,275 1 30
L1920 27,840 1 22 17 2 2 27,857 3 24
- [o19e21 - 8,605.0 28 40 3 25 8,646 0 13
P1922 6,682 1 35 9 317 6,692 1 12
P 1923 39,002 - 3 27 P13 017 39,016 0 4
1924 2,015 1 14 10 011 2,025 1 25

The $otal area of land dealt with in ‘this way between 1890 and Jure, , 1924
was apprommately 557,000 acres, including abput 279,500 acres for water
-conservation and irrigation projects, 52,000 acres for defence, 48,000 acres -
Hfor railways and tramways, 31,000 acres for town water supphes, and 89,000
-acres for closer settlement. ; g
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were as follows ;—

Dedication of Land.
The area and the purposes for which land was dedicated during 1923-24

Athletic Sports
Bowling Green

Fire Station ... .
General Cemetery .
Literary Institute Sltes
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Public Hall ...

Public Recreation
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ReveNnvug FroM PuBnic l.axps, 1919-23.

The following statement shows the revenue received from public lands
during the years ended 30th June, 1920, to 1924, also the revenue per

capita :—
Head of Revenue. 1919-20. 1920-21. 1921-22, 1922-93. 1923-24.
£ £ £ £ £
Auction and Special Sales 73,365 58,595 43,550 69,296 92,341
Conditional Purchases ... .| 1,052,338 { 1,191,166 1,099,465 |- 965,938 | 909,56%
Pastoral Occupation 481,106 541,419 503,200 510,192.{ 539,632
Mining Occupation 137,955 158,313 156,574 168,290 185,567
Miscellaneous Land Receipts...| 211,805 | 249,165 | 249,649 | 236,664 | 243,514
Gross Revenue ... £ 1,956,5694 2,198,658 | 2,052,438 | 1,950,380 1,970,617
Refunds ... £ 41,130 47,193 43,618 36,147 40,911
Net Revenue £/ 1,915,439 | 2,151,465 | 2,008,820 | 1,914,233 | 1,929,706 7
REVENUE PER CAPITA. :
£ s.d| £ a.d| £ s d.| £ 8. d.| £ s d.
Auction and Special Sales 009!/ 00%7} 60350038 0010
Conditional Purchases 010 4| 011 5f{ 010 4| 0 811} 0 8 3
Pastoral Occupation 0 4 8/ 05 2| 04 9| 0 4 8] 0 411
Mining Occupation 0014} 016|015 016|018
Miscellaneous Land Receipts...] 0 2 1| 0 2 4|/ 0 2 4] 0 2 2] 0 2 2
Gross Revenue ... £ 019 2| 11 0 019 3| 01711 01710
Refunds - ... £ 0 05,005 005 004} 00 4
Net Revenue £ 018 9/ 1 0 7! 01810 017 7] 017 6
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School Children, 51
Agricultural Bureau, 445
College, Hawkesbury, 66, 446, 608
Education, 65, 446
Research, 446
Agriculture, 429
Bananas, 477
Barley, 471
Department, 444
Education, 65
Employment, 440, 667, 737
Ensilage, 473
Fallowing, 453
Gazette, 444
Green Fodder, 472
Hay, 472
Holdings, 432, 718
Land, area, 430
Land suitable, 430, 730-736
Machinery, 439
Maize, 468
Oats, 470
Orchards, 473-477
Potatoes,; 472
Prices, 438, 462, 647, 650
Sugar-cane, 473
Tobacco, 472
Value of Production, 436, 700
Value per acre, 437
Vineyards, 472, 474
Wheat, 448
Air Defence, 46
Alcohol, Consumption, 381 .
Alienation of Crown Lands, 744
Aliens, 99
Alunite, 510
Ambulances, 356
Amiasements, 375
Animals, 567
Noxious, 600
Antimony, 506
Apiculture, 625
Appeals, Law, 270
Appendicitis, 142
Apprenticeship, 683
91249 —~c

Apprentices, State, 352
Arbitration, Industrial—
Commonwealth, 680
State, 677
Architects, 370
Area of New South Wales, 2, 743
Alienated, 719, 745
Cultivated, 430
Incorporated, 294
Occupied for Mining, 491, 492
Suitable for Cultivation, 430, 730-736
Arrivals and Departures, 84
Art Gallery, National, 78
Artesian Bores, 489
Assurance, Industrial, 542
Life, 541 )
Asylums, State, 356
Attorney-General, 33, 273
Auditor-General, 37
Australtian Meat Council, 592
Australian Notes, 513, 516
Awards, Industrial, 679
B.A.'W.R.A, 580 °
Baby Health Centres, 118, 348
Bacon, 622, 623
Consumption, 623, 640
Exports, 624
Prices, 627, 641, 652
Bananas, 477
Bankruptey, 260, 551
Banks, 518
Advanees, 520, 522
Assets, 520
Capital and Profit, 519
Classification of Accounts, 523
Commonwealth Bank, 526
Deposits, 522, 531
Exchange Rates, 525
Settlement, 524
Interest Rates, 525, 530
Liabilities, 519
Notes, 513, 516
Reserves, 522
Rural Bank, 519, 528, 738, 740
Savings, 371, 373, 527
Barley, 471
Barnardo Homes, 89
Barristers, 277
Bee-farming, 625
Beef, 419, 640
Export Trade, 590, 593
Prices, 640, 641, 650, 652
Beer, 422
Consumption, 381
Betting Taxes, 184, 188, 376
Bills of Exchange, 525
of Sale, 553
Treasury, 205, 210, 216
Birthplaces of Population, 98
Prisoners, 289
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Births, 108
Deaths in Childbirth, 143
Notification, 347
Plural, 111
Rates, 108, 109, 110
- Rates, Metropolis and Remainder of
State, 110
Sexes of Children, 111
Biscuit Factories, 420
Bismuth, 506
Blindness, 346
Boards and Trusts;, 37
Fire Commissioners;. 318
Health, 333, 637
Land, 268, 743
Rural Industries, 739
Tariff; 147
Trade—Commonwealth, 147"

k State, 270, 679, 684; 692
Boot and Shoe Factories; 424’
Bores, Artesian, 489
Boring, Shallow, 490* )
Botanic Gardens, 374 .
Boundaries of New South Wales; 1

Bounties on Manufactured Products;, 509

Bounty on Fruit, 478
Brands, Stock, 604
Bread Consumption, 639; 643.
Prices, 643, 652
Weight of loaf, 638
Breadwinners, 560, 667
Breweries, 422
Licenses, 377, 380
Brickworks, 415
Bridges, 328
Bridge, Sydney Harbour, 172, 237
Bright’s Disease, 142 :
Broken Hill Mines, 501
Bronchitis, 140
Bronze Currency, 513
Building, Cost, 654
Building Societies; 533; 536
Buildings, New, 376
Stone, 511
Bulk Handling of Grain; 458
Bullion and Species—Imports. and Ex-
ports, 151
Burrinjuck Dam, 9, 481, 482"
Bursaries—
Endowment.Act; 62
State Schiool; 61¢
University, 63
Bush Nursing Association, 336, 357
Business Licenses (Mining); 491:
Butter, Consumption, 624, 639, 644:
Exports, 618
Factories, 418, 611
Prices, 619, 624,,627%,.650,.652
Production, 612, 636 ’
Cable Services, 389
Cadets, Military, 46
Camels, 588
Cancer, 135
Candle Factories, 414

Capital Cities, Australiang Population; 95>

Capital invested in Méanufactories;. 460
Capital Punishment, 280

Cattle, 567, 583, 609
Breeds, 585
Dairy, 609
Interstate Movement, 586
Prices, 589 .
Required for Food, 642
Slaughtering, 586, 593, 642
Census Enumerations, 81, 667
Fruit Trees, 477
Chambers of Commerce, 163"
Charitable, Relief; 334;.356
Charities (see Hospitals), 356:
Cheese Consumption, 624, 639;.644:
Prices; 652
Produetion; 612; 621:|
Childbirth, Deaths; 143:
Children, Ages, 51 E
Courts, 264, 347, 353"
Deaths, 115, 117
Defective, 561
Delinquent, 353
Deserted, 347, 353
Employment, 347, 355, 411;.688¢
Homes, 351 :
Labour in Factories; 413
Mentally Déficient;. 58; 354:
Neglected, 347, 353"
Physically Defective, 358:
Protection, 347
Reformatories, 56
State Wards, 347, 350
‘Welfare, 347
Chinese Restriction,.23; 86
Chromite, 506
Church Adherents, 387
Schools, 52, 59
Cigarettes and Cigars, Consumption;, 385
Manufacture, 422
Cirrhosis of the Liver, 142
Cities of New South Wales;.96, 292.
Citizen Forces,.45.
Citrus Crops, 474
City Railway, 236
Climate, 11
Climatic Divisions, 13
Clinics, Baby, 118; 348
University, 72
Venereal Diseases; 343
Closer Settlement, 772
Closer Settlement Aecount, 198+
Cloth Factoriés; 423"
Clothing, Cost, 663
Coal, 506 .
Consumption, 405, 508
Exports, 508
Intermitténcy, in: Mining; 672
Miners, 494
Wages, 695
Prices, 495, 508, 650
Production, 508
Sale, 637
State Mine, 507
Coastal Division, 16, 730
Coastline, 3
Coffee, Consumption, 639, 646
Prices, 652
Coinage, 514
Coke, 405, 426, 507
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Cold Storage Works,:688
Commerce, 147, 750
* Chambers, 163
‘Exports, 149
Imports, 149
Commercial Commissioners, 162
Education, 64

Commissions and Trusts (Public), 37

Common Law, 258

Commons, 374, 750

Commonwealth Bank, 526"

- Financial Relations with States, 217
Government Stéamers, 179
‘Housing Operations, 373

Communicable Diseases, 128,342
Community Advancement-Societies, 365
Settlement, 533, 739

""Companies, Incorporated, 532
Banking, 518
General Insurance, 549
Income, 564 -

Life Assurance, 541
Compensation, Accident—

Railways, 240

Seamen’s, 181, 401

Tramways, 248

‘Workmen’s, 689
Compensation, Closing 6f:Hotels, 379
Compulsory Defence *¥'raining, 45
Conciliation, Industrial, 677
Conjugal Condition of ‘Population, 103,

106
Conjugal Rights, Restitution, 262
Conservatorium of Music, 76
Consolidated Revenue Account, 193
Constitution, Federal, 43

State. 31
Consumption of Food, 455,623, 638
Consumption, National Association for
’ the Prevention-and Cure, 343
Consumptives, Hospital, 337, 340, 343
Continuation Schools, 56, 58
Convulsions of Children, 138
Cook, Captain James, 21
Coomealla Irrigation Area, 487
Co-operative Societies, 533, 739
Copper, 503"
Copyright, 276
Coroner’s: Courts, 266
Cost-of Living, 661, 665, 692
Cotton, 473
County Councils, 293, 818
Courts of Law—

Appeals, 270

Children’s, 264, 353

Coroner’s, 266

Criminal, 263, 266

Appeal, 271

District, 256

Fair Rents, 255,655

High Court of Australia, 252, 270, 271

Industrial Arbitration, 269, 677, 680

Land and Valuaiion, 269, 743

Lieensing, 254 .

Magistrates, 252, 264

"Marine Inquiry, 182, 256

Mining Wardens, 256, 491

Petty Sessions, 263

Courts of Law-—~=continued.
Quarter Sessions, 267,271
Small Debts, 252
Supreme, 252,.257
Taxation, Review, 255
Cows, Dairy, 609, 613
Creches, 348
Credit, Rural, 533,738
Crime, 267
Criminal Courts, 263, 266}
Crops, 430, 440
Divisions of State, 431"
Crown Lands—Alienation, 715, 722, 743
Holdings, 724
Cultivation-—Area, 430, 433, 730-736
Various Crops, 432, 433
Curlwaa Trrigation Area, 483,780
Currency, 513
Customs Acts, 147, 158
Revenue, 160
Dacey Garden:Suburb, 371
Dairying, 605
Cattle, 609
Employment, 667, 737
Factories, 418, 611
Farms, 611, 718
Instruction, 608
Local Consumption:df ‘Products, 623
Machinery, 737
Organisations, 607
Production, 612, 626, 700
Registration of Dairymen, 611,:644
Supervision, 606, 611,644
Deaf-mutism, 346
Deaths, 114-146
Accident, 145, 240, 248,689
Appendicitis, 142
Bright’s Disease, 142
Bronchitis, 140
Cancer, 135
Causes, 126-146
Children, 117,122,138
under one year, 117
under five years, 122
Cirrhosis of the Liver, 142
Convulsions af Children, 138
Diabetes, 137
Diarrheea and Enteritis, 1142
Diphtheria and Croup, 132
Diseases of the ‘Tigestive .Sys
tem, 141
Diseases of the Heart, 139
“Heaemorrhage of the Brain, 137
Hlegitimate Children, 125
Tn Childbirth, 143 )
In Hospitals, 338,345 .
Index of Mortality, 108, 115
Inifantile Mortality, Cansges, 122
Influenza, 135
Insanity, 138
Messles, 130
Meningitis, 137
Preumonia, 140
Rates, 114, 115
Age -and Sex, 114
Australian States, 114
Metropolis antd Remainder of
State, 116



,786 NEW SOUTH WALES OFFICIAL YEAR BOOK,

Deaths—continued.
Scarlet Fever, 130
Smallpox, 130
Suicide, 144
Tuberculous Diseases, 133
Typhoid Fever, 128
Violence, 144
Whooping Cough, 131
Debt, Public, 208-215, 223
Deceased Persons’ Estates, 555
Defence, 45
Dentists, 336
Diabetes, 137
Diamonds, 509
Diarrheea and Enteritis, 142
' Diatomaceous Earth, 510
Digestive System, Diseases, 141"
Dimensions of New South Wales, 1
Diphtheria and Croup, 132
Discount, Bank, 525
Diseases, Communicable, 342
Diseases, Death from, 126-145
Seasonal Prevalence, 145
Diseases, Plant, 479
Dislocations, Industrial, 685
District Courts, 256, 273
Divorce, 261
Docks and Slips, 179
Doctors (Medical), 71, 336
Domestic Training Schools, 65
Drainage Trusts, 327, 488
Dreadnought Fund, 89
Dredging for Minerals, 492, 500, 504
Gold, 500 :
Tin, 504
Drink Bill, 384
Drunkenness, 265, 288, 380
Dumping Foreign Goods, 160
Dwellings, 366
- Cost of Building, 654
Rents, 255, 652
Early Closing—Hotels, 377
Shops, 682
Education, 47-80
Agricultural, 65, 446
Census Records, 43
Children Receiving, 50
Expenditure by State, 79
In Sparsely settled Districts, 55
Societies, 75
Effective Wage, 698
Eggs, Production, 625
Elections, Parliamentary, Federal, 43
State, 37, 39

Electric Light and Power Works, 239,

425
Murnicipal, 814
Electric Lighting (Sydney), 315
Elevators, Grain, 459
Emigration, 84
- Employment, 667
Agencies, 674
Agricultural, 440, 667, 737
Children, 355, 411, 683
Factories, 393, 670
Mines, 494, 670
Rural Industries, 440, 667, 737
" Ensilage, 473

Entertainments Bill, 377
Tax, 191, 376 .

Equity Jurisdiction, 259 .

Estates of Deceased Persons, 555
Taxation, 184, 187, 191

Evaporation, 13

Examirations (School), 60, 69

(Technical}, 69
Exchange Rates, Bank, 525
Excise Revenue, 160

Tariff, 158
Executive, Government—Federal, 43 -
State, 32
Expenditure—Local Government, 303,
307, 309

State, 194, 196, 198
Agriculture, 445
Business Undertakings, 197, 201
Child Welfare, 350
Education, 79
Hospitals and Charities, 335
Justice, 290
T.oan, 208, 207
Mining, 493
Experiment Farms, 446, 447, 608
Exports, 149, 153, 156
Australian Produce, 149, 156
Bullion and Specie, 151
Classification, 156
Dairy Produce, 156, 624
Meat, 156, 595
Pastoral Products, 156, 583, 595,
599, 602
Extradition, 279
Factories (see Manufactories), 393-428
Increase in Number, 394, 400, 402
Inspection, 688
Fair Rents Act, 655
Court, 255, 655
Fallowing, Wheat, 453
Fares, Ferry, 665
Railway, 234, 664
Tramway, 247, 664
Farming (see Agriculture), 429
Dairy, 605
Share, 443
Farms, Number, 718 -
Farmyard Production, 626, 760
Farrer (Wheat) Scholarships, 448
Fauna of New South Waleg, 10,
Federal Capital Territory, 2, 44, 743 -
Government, 43
Feeble-minded Persons, 354
Fellmongering, 414
Ferries, 328, 664
Fertilisers, 441
Finance—
Federal War Expenditure, 221
General Account, 199
Loans, 205
Local Government, 303, 306, 310
- Private, 513
Public, 183-224
 Relations between State and Com-
monwealth, 217
Revenue and Expenditure of States
and Commonwealth, 221, 222
Rural, 738
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Finance—--continued,
Taxation (Federal), 184, 189
(State), 184, 186
Trust Funds, 204
Fines imposed at Magistrates’ Courts, 266
Fire Commissioners, Board, 318
Insurance, 549
Fireclays, 510
Firewood, Sale, 637
First Offenders, 279, 287
Fisheries, 634
Consumption of Fish, 639, 642
Culture, 636
Markets, 642
Production, 636, 700
Supply, 642
Flats, 366, 367
Sydney Municipal, 373
Flora of New South Wales, 10
Flour, Consumption, 456, 639, 644.
Mills, 420
‘Wheat used, 456
Food and Groceries, Price Index Num-
bers, 657
Food and Prices, 637
Food—
Bill, 662
Consumption, 623, 638
B Laws, 637
Prices, 641, 643, 645, 652
Standards, 637
Foreign Companies Trading in New South
‘Wales, 533
Forestry, 628
Freights, Ocean, 176, 460
Railway, 235
Friendly Societies, 362, 537, 665
Fruit, 473, 647
Bounty, 478
Canned, 478
Census, 477 *
Fuel—
Coal used, 509
Cost, 664
Used in Factories, 405, 426, 509
Fugitive Offenders, 279
Gaols, 284
Gaols, Sickness, 287
Gas Prices, 664
Works, 313, 426
Municipal, 313
Geological Formation of New South
Wales, 10
Gold, 500
Currency, 513
Government, Constitutional, 31-43
Cost, 42
Early Forms, 31
Employees, 671
Arbitration, 681
Pensions, 360
Factories and Workshops, 394, 395
Finance, 183
Health Services, 334
Housing Schemes, 369, 371
Local, 291
Railways and Tramways, 225
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Governor, State, 31
Grafton Water Board, 324
Grapes, 472
Grasses, Sown, 430, 436, 605
Green Food, 472
Groceries, Prices (see also Food) 648, 652,
- 658
Gun Licenses, 385, 386
Habitual Criminals, 278
Haemorrhage ot the Brain, 137
Halls, Public, 375
Harbour Pridge, Sydney, 172, 237, 331
Harbour Trust, Sydney, 171, 174
Harbours, 3, 170, 175
Hat and Cap Factories, 425
Hawkesbury Agricultural College, 65, 446,
608
Hay Crops, 472
Hay Irrigation Area, 483
Health, Public, 333
Federal Department, 334
Federal Royal Commission, 334
Heart, Diseases, 139
Herd Testing, 609
High Court of Australia, 270
History, 21
Industrial, 705
Holdings, Land—
Agricultural, 432
Purposes for which Used, 718
Rural, 717
Sheep, 575
Size, 719
Suburban, 765
Tenure, 722
Value, 724
Homes, Advances for, 371, 373, 528
Census Records, 366
Cost, 654
Rents, 255, 6562
Honey, 625
Horses, 567, 587-600
Races, 376
Hospitals—
Beds, 338
Mental, 344
Patients, 338
Private, 336
Public, 336
Expenditure, 339, 340
Patients, 338
Revenue, 339, 340
Statf, 338
Saturday Fund, 357
State Expenditure, 334, 338

- Hotels, 377

Hours of Work, 682

Houses, 366
Building, Cost, 654
Governnment Assistance, 371, 373,
529
For Employees, Small Arms Fac-
tory, Lithgow, 374
Inmates, 367, 368
Materials Used, 368
Number, 366
Number of Rooms, 367
Rents, 255, 652
Status of Occupier, 369
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Housing Scheme, State, 369,871
Sydney Municipal, 373
Hunter District Water Supply, &22
Tllegitimaey, 112 o
Deaths of Children, 125
Immigrants, Distribution, 91
Immigration, Assisted, 86, 88
Passage Money, 90
‘Restriction, 85
Imperial:‘Wool Purchase Scheme, 579
Imports, 149, 152, 154
Classification, 154
Country of Origin, 152
Imprisonment, 284
Incomes, 557,559
‘Classified, 563
Companies, 564
Sources, 562
Taxation—
Federal, 184, 190
State, 184, 186
Various Countries, 566
Index Numbers—
Retail Prices, 657
Wages, 698
Wholesale Prices, 439, 648,649
Index of Mortality, 108, 114
Industrial Arbitration—
Awards and Agreements, 679
Boards, 677
Commonwealth System, 680
Conciliation, 678
Courts, 269, 677, 679
Crown Employees; 681
State and Federal, 681
State System, 677
Industrial ‘Assarance, 542
Diseases, 689
Dislocations, 684
Loss of Wages, 686
History of New South Wales, 705
Hygiene, 688
Training, Schools, .66
Undertakings, Government, 201,
395, 415
Unions, 677
Inebriates, 265, 288, 380
State Institutions, 288
Infantile Mortality, 117126
Causes, 122
Infants, Protection, 347
Infirm, Asylums-for, 356
Influenza, 132
Inquests, 266
Insamity (see also Lunacy and Mental
Hospitals), 138, 343
Insurance, 540 ‘
Interest, Bank Rates; 525, 530
Public Debt, 211-213
Intoxieants, Consumption, 381, 383
Invalid Pensions, 359
Iron, 505
Production, 417,°505
Works, 417
Trrigation, 480, 779
Areas, 293
Curlwaa, 483, 780

Irrigation—con#inued.
‘Areas—-continued.
Hay, 483,780
Murrumbidgee, 481,780
Sohemes, 485
Islands, Sydney Harbeur, 173
Jam, Consumption, 646
Judges, 273
Jury System, 277
Justice, Cost of Administration, 389
Law Courts, 251
" Minister, 33, 273
Police, 281
Prisons, 284
Justices of Reace, 275
Juveniles—
Employment, 347, 855, 411,683
Offenders, 264,353 .
Kerosene Shale, 509
Kindergarten, 60, 64
Labour (see also Employment)—
Agencies, 674
Conditions (Mines), 494
Factories, 406, 670
Mines, 494, 667
Rural, 440, 667, 737
Lachlan River, Proposed Irrigation, 487
Lakes, 3, 4,8 ’
Lambing, 573
Lambs,:573,:5693
Land—
Acquisition, 752
‘Admninistration, 743 .
Agricultural, 430, 730-736
Alienation, 719, 724, 744, 146
Available for Settlement, 751
Boards and Courts,: 268, 743
Closer Settlement, 772
Conditional Purchase, T&4
Eastern and Central Divisions, 752
Exchange, 757
Leases, 492, 749
Legislation, 743
Mining, 491, 766, 768
Mortgages, 554
Policy {(Government), 716
Prickly Rear, 771
Problem, 716
Purchase, 753
Real Estate Transactions, 352
Reserves, 374, 750
Resumptions by Crown, 781
Revenue, 194, 195, 782
-Sales, 763
Selection, 752
Settlement, 715, 743
Tax, Federal, 184, 189
State, 184, 186
Tenures, 722, 747
Conversion, 769
Valuations, 295, 724
Court, 269, 743
Value, 295, 724
Western Division, 770
“Lard, Production, 623
Law, Administration, 273
Courts, 251, 347
Lead, 501

.



Leases, Land, 492,.749 %
Alienable; 757
Inalienable, 767
Legal Aid, Poor Persans;.276.
Profession;: 277,
System, Development, 251
Legislative Assembly,;35
Council; 35
Legitimation: Aet; 112
Leprosy; 342°
Letters, 388
Liabilities of State; 213
Libraries—
Mitchell; 7.7
Public, 77
Sydney Municipal, 77
Licenses—
Employment Agencies;-674-
Fishing, 386, 634
Forestry, 632
Liquor, 254, 377’
Traffic, 283, 377
Licensing Court; 254; 377
Life Assurance, 541
Lighthouses, 181
Limestone, 510
Limited Liability Companies, 532"
Liquor—
Consumption, 381
Drink Bill, 383:
Licenses, 254, 377
Trade, 377:
" Lithgow Iron and Steel Wiorks, 417
Live Stock, 567, 568, 569
Cattle, 567, 583
Dairy, 609 !
Distribution, 569, 570"
Horses, 567, 587
In Commonwealth, 569

Preserving. and Freezing Works; 419

Required for Food;.642:
Sheep, 567, 569, 571
Slaughtering, 593, 642
Swine, 567, 621
Living—
Cost, .661,.665
Wage, 692
Other States, 694
Loans, Cost of Raising, 214+
Local Government; 312-
Municipal, 312
Registered in London and::
Sydney, 210, 312
State, 205, 210-215
Expenditure, 206, 207
Local Government, 291
Act, 292
Area, 294
City of Sydney, 303.
Historical Survey, 291
Housing Schemesy 372
Municipalities, 306
Powers, 292
Shires, 310
Taxation, 209 .
Valuations, 268, 295
Local Option, 378
Lock Hospitals, 287:

INDEX: ‘ ‘ 78qg:

Lord Howe:Island;.2:
Lunacy, 138; 343
Jurisdiction; 259
Machinery—
Coal-cutting, 495
Manufacturing, 397°
Mining, 494
Rural Industries, 439,.737
Macquarie River, 7
Proposed Irri gatlon, 488-
Magistrates, 274
Magnesite, 510
Mail Services, 388
Maize, 439, 468
Consumption, 470
Prices;.439"
Manganese, 506
Manufacturing Industry; 3933
Average Time Worked, 408
Capital Invested, 400:
Child Labour, 411
Classification, 395
Costs of Production, 402"
Depreciation of Plant; 403:
Fuel consumed, 405; 426; 509
* Employees, 393, 395; 398, ,406,.427,
670

In Divisions, 426
Increase in Number: of: Factories;:
394;.400,.402°
Motive Power Used,; 397
New Industries; 428"
Output, 393, 402, 404; 426, 701
Rent Paid, 426
Time Worked; 408
Value of Proditetion; 402, 427, 700~
Wages and Salaries, 398;,401; 4045,
426, 695
Women and Juveniles, 409; 431+
Manures, 441
Marble, 510
Marine Inquiry Court, 182, 256"
Marine Insurance, 549
Markets, 304, 305, 638
Marriages, 105
Ages, 107
Australian States, Rates;.105;,106:
Conjugal Condition: of: Parties;. 103
106
Jurisdiction, 261:
Mark Signatures; 505106+
Minors, 107
Persons Licensed to Celebrate; 103"
Rates, 105, 108
Religions, 106
Masculinity of Population, 87;.11%-
Maternity Allowances, 348
Matrimonial Causes Jurisdietion, 261
Measles, 130
Meat Advisory Board, 592.
Consumption, 639
Exports, 595
Imported into Eirgland; 597
Industry Board, Metropehta.n, 59%;
641
Prices, 640, 641, 650,.652:.
Supply, 590, 642
Works, 419
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Medical Inspection of School Children, .

67, 355
Medical Officer, Government, 334
Practitioners, 71, 336
Meningitis, 137, 342
Mental Disesses, 138, 343
Hospitals, 344
Mercury, 506
Metal Works, 416, 418
Meteorology, 11
Metropolitan Water Supply, 320
Migration, 84,93
Intra-State, 93
Military Forces, 45
Milk, 613
Consumption, 615, 623, 639, 644
Preserved, 616, 623
Prices, 627, 645, 652
Production, 612
Supervision of Supply, 611, 644
Vendors registered, 611, 644
Yield, 613
Mineral Springs, 9 v
Minerals, Prices, 495
Production, 495, 700
Miners’ Rights, 491, 766
Mining Industry, 491
Accidents, 512
Capital Value, 295
Companies (No Liability), 532
Diseases, 691
Employment, 494, 667, 670
Industrial Dislocations, 687
Inspection, 511
Leases and Licenses, 491, 768
Miners’ Rights, 491, 766
Qperations, 496 3
Population, 97 ,
Prices, 495
Private Lands, 492 D
Production, 495, 497, 700 o
Wardens’ Courts, 256, 491 v
Ministers of State, 33 =
Ministries, State, 41 g
Minting, 514 Vain
Mitchell Library, 77 ’
Molybdenum, 506
Money in Circulation, 514
Orders, 517
Moneylenders, Registration, 553
Mortality, Causes, 126-146
Gaols, 287
Index, 108, 114
Infantile, 117-126 -
Mortgages, 553 ) !
Motor Vehicles, 283
Insurance, 550
Taxation, 184, 187
Mountains, 6
Mountains crossed, 9
Mules, 588 * !
Municipal Library, Sydney, 77
Markets, 305, 638
Municipalities, 306
Population, 96, 294 -
Murray River, 7 K
Irrigation, 485 .-

Murrvmbidgee River, 7+
Tirigation Area, 203, 481, 779

. Museums, 76

Music, Conservatorium, 76

Muton, Consumption, 639, 640
Export, 595
Prices, 595, 596, 640, 641, 650, 652
Production, 593

" Numoi River, Proposed Irrigation, 488

]i}ationality of Population, 100
" Shipping, 167 \
National Park, 374
Natural Increase of Population, 113
Naturalisation, 101
Naval Defence, 46
Navigation Laws, 164
Navigation of Rivers, 176
Newcastle Harbour, 174
Iron and Steel Works, 417
Sewerage Works, 325
New Settlers’ League, 91
New South Wales, Area, 2, 743
Boundaries, 1
Climate, 11
Fauna, 10
Flora, 10
Geology, 10
History, 21
Industrial History, 705
Physical Features, 3
North Shore Bridge, 172, 237, 331
Notes, Australian, 513, 516
Bank, 513, 516
Postal, 517
Notifiable Diseases, 342
Noxious Animals, 600
Nurseries, Forest, 630
Nurses, 336
Registration Act, 336
Nursing Associations, 357

QOatmeal, Consumption, 639, 644

Prices, 652
Oats, 470
Prices, 439
Observatory Hill Resumed Area, 372
Observatory, Sydney, 19
Occupations, 667
Factory Workers, 412
Rural, 440, 667, 669, 737
Offenders Convicted, 268
0il, Kerosene, 509
Old-age Pensions, 358
Onions, Prices, 439, 652
Opal, 510
Orchards, 473, 476
Orphanages, 351
Ostriches, 589
Oversea Trade, 148, 150
Oysters, 634, 636
Packing Houses, Fruit, 475
Parcels Post, 388
Parks, 332, 374
Parliament, 40
Commonwealth, 43
State, 35 ;
Cost, 42
Parliamentary Committees, 36 .



Passports, 85
Pastoral Industry, 567
Employment, 667, 737
. Exports, 156, 583, 595, 599, 602
Land Leases, 767
Value of Production, 599, 700
Pastures Protection, 661, 603
Patents, 276
Pensions—

Commonwealth Public Service, 3¢

Government Service, 360
Invalid, 359
Old Age, 358
‘Police, 282, 361
Railway, 361
War, 359
Widows, 358
Pharmacists, 336
Physical Features, 3
Picture Shows, 376
Pigs, 567, 621
Prices, 589
Required for Food, 642
Slaughtering, 593, 642
Pilotage, 181
Plant Diseases, 479
Platinum, 505
Pneumonia, 140
Police, 281
Pensions, 282, 361
Poor Persons’ Legal Expenses, 276
Population, 81
Aborigines, 101
Ages, 98
Aliens, 100
Australian States, 82
Birth Places, 98
Blindness, 346
Capital Cities of Australia, 95
Conjugal Condition, 103
Country Towns, 96
Deafmutism, 346
Distribution, 92
Dwellings, 366
Education, 50
Intercensal Years, 82
Mining, 97 :

Municipalities and Shires, 93, 204

Nationality, 100
Occupations, 406, 440, 667, 737
Race, 99
Sexes, 97
Sources of Increase, 83, 87
Urban and Rural, 93, 294
War, Effects on Population, 82
Pork— )

Consumption, 639, 640

Prices, 641, 662
Ports, 170, 175

Jervis Bay, 3, 9

Port Jackson, 171

Port Stephens, 3, 9

Shipping Trade, 170

Twefold Bay, 3, 9
Postal Notes, 517

Service, 387

Posts and Telegraph, Finanee, 391
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INDEX,

Potatoes, 472
Consumption, 639, 646
Prices, 439, 646, 652
Poultry Farming, 624
Preference to Unionists, 683
Prices— -
Retail, 651
Bread, 643, 652
Clothing, 663

Food and Groceries, 652

Other Countries, 660
Fuel and Light, 665
Gas, 664
Levels, 657
Meat, 640, 652

Levels, 640
Milk, 645, 652

Wholesale, 647
Butter, 619, 627, 650
Coal, 495
Dairy Products, 627
Farm Produce, 438
Fruit, 647
Levels, 648, 649
Live Stock, 589
Meat, 595, 596, 650
Metals, 495
Milk, 627, 645
Other Countries, 651

. ot

~ Pastoral Produce, 581, 589, 595,

650 .
Potatoes, 439, 650
Vegetables, 647
Wheat, 439, 462, 650
Wool, 579, 650

" Prickly Pear Lands, 771

Prisoners, 285
Birthplaees, 289
Zomposition by Fine, 286
Release, 286
Religion, 289
Sickness and Mortality, 287
Value of Labour, 287. ~
P 3ons, 284
Private Finance, 513
Wealth, 555
Privy Council Appeals, 271
Probate, 260, 556
Duties, 184, 187
Production, 700, 729
Agricultural, 433, 435, 436,
Bee-keeping, 625
Dairying, 626, 701
Farmyard, 626, 700
Fisheries. 635, 701 ¢
Forestry, 631, 701

437, 701

Manufact wing, 393, 402, 404, 426,

700
Mining, 495, 498, 700
Pastrral, 599, 700
Poultry Farming, 624, 626
Volume, 704
Prohibition (Liguor), 377
Property, 555
Taxation, 184, 299
Valuation, 295, 296, 724

Proportional Representation (Parliangen-

tary), 37



Prospecting for Minerals, 493
Prothonotary, 274
Public Debt, 208, 223
Dates of Maturity, 212 -
External, 210
Interest, 211
Public Finance, 183
Health, 333
Library, 77
School System, 47
Service Employees, 360, 671, 681,
Trust Office, 275
Works Aceount, 198
Committee, 36
Puerperal Diseases, 143
Pure Food Act, 644, 637
Quarantine, 165
Quarries, 511
Rabbit Proof Fences, 601
Rabbits, 601, 641
Race and Nationality of Population, 99
Racecourses, 376
Admission Tax, 184, 189
Rail Motor Traffic, 237
Rasllwa,ys, 10, 225
Acmdents 240
Capital Expended, 227, 249
City, 236
Deviations, 238
Duplication of Lines, 227
Electrification, 236
Expenditure, 230
Fares, 234, 664
Freight Charges, 234
Gauges; 241
Gradients, 237
Interest on Capital, 233
Motors, 237
Non-Paying Lines, 232
Other Countries, 244
Passenger Mileage, 230
Passengers, 228, 230
Private, 242
Revenue, 228, 230, 249
Rolling Stock, 238
Signalling Appliances, 239
Superannuation Fund, 361
Ton-mileage, 229
Traffic, 228, 233
Uniform Gauge, 242
Unprofitable Lines, 232
Victorian, 240
Wages, 249
W orkmg Expenses, 230
Workshops, 239, 394, 417
Railways and Tramways—Coal used, 249
Employees, 249
Royal Commisgion, 249
Rainfall, 12
Rates (L.ocal Government), 299
City of Sydney, 299
Municipalities, 300
Shires, 301, 311
Real Estate, Transactions, 552
Reception Houses for Insane, 345
Recreation Reserves, 332, 374, 750
Re-exports, 158
Referenda, Federal, 44
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Reformatories, 56, 354
Registrar-General, 275
Registration, Births, Deaths, Marriages,
103
- Land Titles, Mortgages, 275, 553
Religions of —
Population, 387
Prisoners, 289
School Children, 52
Rents, House, 255, 652
Fixed by Court, 255, 655
Index Numbers, 658
Representative Government, 35
Representatives, House of, 43
Reservoirs (Water), 321, 480
Retail Prices, 651
Returned Soldiers’ Settlement, 776
Employment, 674
Pensions, 359
Homes, 373
Revenue—
Consolidated, 183, 191
Customs and Excise, 160
Land, 89, 782
Local Government, 308, 311
Public, 183, 191, 221, 632
Public, per Head of Population, 193,
195 .
Railways and Tramways, 230, 246
State,Services Rendered, 197
Sources, 194
Rivers, 7, 176
Irrigation Schemes, 485, 779
Traffic, 176
Roads, 9, 328
Trusts, 328
Royal Society for Welfare of Mothers and
Babies, 347, 349
Royalties, Mining, 492
Rural Bank, 519, 528, 738, 740, 776
Rural Co-operative Societies, 534, 739
Credit, 739
Advances, 528, 739
Rural Finance, 738
Industries Board, 739
Industries, Capital invested, 726
Labour, 440, 667, 669, 737
Lands, 717
Value, 724, 726
Population, 93
Settlement, 715
Training Schools 65
Saleyards, Stock 589, 594, 641
Savmgs Banks, 371, 373, 527
Deposits, 530
School, 67
Sawmills, 416, 631

Scarlet Fever, 130, 342

Schools, 47
Charitable, 60
Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, 347
Examinations, 60
Industrial, 65, 354
Kindergarten, 60, 64
Medical Inspection, 67, 355
Private, 48, 58
Enrolment, 49
Kindergarten, 60, 64
Secondary Pupils, 59



~ INDEX. ' : 793

L]
Schools—continved.
Pupils, 49
Ages, 51
Attendance, 51
- Religions, 52
Removing from one School to
another, 50
State and Private Schools, 49
Savings Banks, 67
Scholarships, 61
State, 53
) Continuation, 56, 58
Correspondence, 55
Dental Clinics, 356
District, 57
High, 56, 57
Industrial Training, 66
Kindergarten, 64
Primary, 54
Reformatory, 56
Religious Instruction, 53
Rural, 65, 446
Secondary, 56
Subsidised, 55
System, 47
Teachers, 48, 73
Technical, 67
Trade, 68
Travelling, and House to House,
55
Teachers, 48, 59, 73, 74
Scientific Societies, 75
Sea Carriage of Goods, 165
Seamen, 180
. Compensation, 181, 691
" Mercantile Marine Offices, 180
Wages, 181
Seasons, 11
Senate, 43
Settlement, Land, 715
Character, 728
-Coastal, 730
Co-operative Societies, 534, 738
Plains and Riverina, 734
Tablelands, 731
Western Division, 735
Western Slopes, 733
Sewerage, 320, 324, 326
Sex of Population, 82, 97
Share Farming, 443
Sheep, 567, 569, 571
Breeds, 575
Interstate Movement, 572
Losses by Drought, 571
Preserving and Freezing Works, 419
Prices, 589 .
Required for Food, 642
Sizes of Flocks, 574
Slaughtering, 593, 641
World’s Flocks, 576
Sheriff, 274
Ship-building, 178
Commonwealth Government, 178,179
Shipping, 164
Australian States, 167
British Ports, 173
Direction of Trade, 169
Entered and Cleared, 166

Shipping—continued.
Marine Inquiry Court, 182, 2561
Mortgages, 554
Nationality, 167
Registers, 177
Sales, 178
Vessels Imported, 178
Wrecks, 182
Ships® Stores Exported, 158
Shires, 310
Sickness, 128-145, 335
In Gaols, 287
Treatment, 335
Silos, Wheat, 459
Silver—
Coinage, 514
Currency, 513
Mines, 501
Prices, 495, 515
Production, 502
Sinking Funds, State Debt, 216
Slaughtering, 593, 641
Smallpox, 13‘) 342
Smelting, 418
Soap Factories, 414
Social Condition, 333
Societies, Building, 533, 536
Charitable, 356
Co-operative, 533, 738
Friendly, 362, 537
Scientific, 75
Solicitors, 277
Specie—Imports and Bxports, 151
Spirits—
Consumption, 381
Drink Bill, 384
Stamp Duties, 184, 187
Starr- Bowkett Societies, 538
State Advances—
For Homes, 371, 373, 528
To Settlers, 528, 738, 74Z
State—
Children, 347, 350, 351
Coal Mine, 507
KEduecation, 47, 446
Employees, 671, 681
Finances, 183
Forest Nurseries and Plantations, 630
Government, 31
Housing Schemes, 369, 371
Labour Exchanges, 674
Railways and Tramways, 225
Savings Bank, 67, 373, 527
Trawling, 636, 642
Wards, 300 352
Workshops and Faetories, 395
Steel Production, 417 '
St. George County Council, 318
Stock, Lne 419, 567, 642
Stock, Pubhc—Quotamons, 216
Street-trading (Children), 355
Strikes, 684
Sugar—
Cane, 472
" Consumption, 639, 645
Mills, 421
Prices, 645, 650, 652
Refinery, 422



794 NEW SOUTH WALES OFFICIAL YEAR BOOK,

Suicide, 144
Superannuation, 282, 360
Supreme Court, 252, 257
Judges, 273
Surface of New South Wales, 4
Sydney, 9, 291, 303
Corporation Act, 291
Finances, 303
Harbour, 8, 9, 171
Bridge, 172, 237, 331
Islands, 173
Trust, 171-174
Meteorology, 17
Population, 92, 93, 94, 305
Tablelands, 17, 731
Tallow, 414, 598
Tanneries, 413
Tariff—
Board, 147
Customs and Excise, 147, 158
Taxation, 184-191
Court of Review, 255
‘Local Government, 299
Per Head of Population, 185
Tea, Consumption, 639, 646
Prices, 650, 652
Teachers, 48, 59, 74
College, 73
Technical Education, 67
Telegraphs, 387
Wireless, 390
Telephones, 391
Temperatures, 17, 18, 19
Territorial Divisions, 744
Theatres, 375
Employment of Children, 347, 355
Thrift, 362
Tick, Cattle, 604
Tides, 20
Tile Works, 415
Timber (see also Forestry), 416, 628
Timber, Imports and Exports, 632
Timber Industry, Persons engaged, 633
Time, Standard, 20

- Tin, 504

Prices, 495
Tobacco—

Bill, 385

Consumption, 384

Factories, 422

Licenses, 385

Prices, 650, 665 -

Production, 472
Totalisators, 184, 188, 376
Town Planning, 370
Towns of New South Wales, 95
Trade and Commerce, 147
Trade Marks, 276
Trade, Oversea, 148, 150
Trade, Representation Abroad, 162
Trade Unions, 674

Subscriptions, 665
Traffic—

Licenses,. 283

Regulation, 283
Tramways, 245-249

Fares, 247, 664

Private, 248

s

Tramways—continued.
Revenue and Expenditure, 246
Wages, 249
Transport and Communication, 9, 328
Trawling Industry, 636, 642
Treasury Bills, 205, 210, 211, 216
Truancy, 354
Trustee, Public, 275
Tuberculosis, 133, 342
Hospital, 343
Tungsten, 506
Typhoid Féver, 128, 342
Unemployment, 672

"University of Sydney, 69

Extension Lectures, 73
Tutoerial Classes, 73
Valuation (Lands, ete.), 295, 725
Court, 269, 743
Valuer General, 295, 298
Vegetables, Prices and Supply, 478, 647
Vehicles— :
Horse-drawn, 283
Motor, 283
Venereal Diseases, 287, 343
Veterinary Surgeons, 71, 604
Victorian Border Railways, 240
Vineyards, 472, 474
Violence, Deaths, 144
Vital Statistics, 103
Voters (Parliamentary), 39
Wages, 692 i
Coal Miners, 695
Effective, 698
Living, 692 )
Loss through Disputes, 686 .
Manufacturing Industry, 398, 401,
402, 404, 426, 695
Police, 282 -
Rates, 695
Rural Workers, 737
Seamen, 180
Secondary, 695
War—
Expenditure, 221
Pensions,. 369
Returned Soldiers” Settlement, 776
Service Homes, 373
Warragamba Irrigation Scheme, 488
Water Conservation, 320, 480
Reservoirs, 321
Supply, 320
PPV Country Towns, 323
Wealth, Distribution, 556
Weather, 11
‘Weiglits and Measures, 637
Western Division, 19, 735, 770
Land Board, 269, 770
Plains, 19
Slopes, 18
Wharfage, Sydney, 172
‘Wheat, 448
Area, 448
Belt, 448
Bulk Handling, 458
Consumption, 455, 4566
Cost of Growing, 464
Districts, 451 .
Export, 156, 457



‘Wheat—continued.

Fallowing, 453
Farms, 454
Freights, 460
Grading, 457
Marketing, 457
Pools, 461
Prices, 439, 462, 650
Prices, Other Countries, 463
Weekly Deliveries, 458
World’s Production, 466
Yield, 448, 450, 451

In Other Countries, 452

INDEX,

‘Women—
Employed, 409, 667, " 37
Franchise, 38, 386
Prisoners, 288
Status, 386
Wages, 401, 693, 737
Wool, 577
Exports, 156, 583
Marketing, 578
Mills, 423
Prices, 579, 650
Production, 577
Sales, 579

Whooping-cough, 131
Widows, Pensions, 358

State Aid, 347, 353
Wife Desertion, 288, 347, 353

Winds, 11
‘Wine, 472

Consumption, 383
Licenses, 380
Wireless Telegraphy, 390

Scouring, 414
Workers. (See Employment.)

Wrecks, Ship, 182, 256
Yerranderie Silver Mines, 501
Youthful Offenders, 288, 353
Zine, 501

Zoological Gardens, 374
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Temperature, Monthly—Normal and Year 1923 ...
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Mineral Production, 1890 to 1924 . .
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Live Stock, 1880 to 1923-24 ...
Dairy Productlon, 1890 to 1923-24 ...
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Workers’ Educational Association, 73, 75
Workmen’s Compensation, 549, 550, 689

Page,

15
108
117
128
150
192
196
209
226
434
435
499
521
529
544
568
617
661
747





