








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































been l'ne,gt marked ill the ClJ,OO (ji dairying and Grazing is 
still the fural but fanning; agriculture, and 
dairying are ot ' . 

It .. is cSjlocidly J).ollewortb.y that the ;m,tmber of f\irmers r:ngur;d in agriculture 
only 1H1 (l!;dl'yu.lg OI..'lly h .. ye s'ho')Y'1 marked increases, while tl:e numbers 
engaged ilJ mixed f'fl.nnil1g hacY" d.odill,ed. 

8.iu; of IJQldings. 
rn£ormattilm the si,ze of rural holdings avail'j.ble in two 

chsi)ificatioJls, one in ;accordance with the size of the alienated 
area, .tmd the other ill &<''lCOrdal1ce with the total area of alienated alld Crown 
lalld contl;ti]lDd in cad;! holding. The f{'Jfmer is tabulated trienially, the 
lattc.r RnmralJy. 

The following table shows in aJ'E'a series as at the :10th ;Tune, 1922, the 
freehold a.rea of holdings anti of the Crown lands attached, classified 
according to the size of the privately-owned 

Area. of IJolding 
ltUe1,1ate.J. t I 

NUn,}ber A 0 . d If Proportion in each of rea ccupw. area group. 

i Alie;:wt,ed \ j Al' d 
I Holdi'l!".. AI' j' t Act,toohed to T' t I Hold' _ lenate 

_______ __ I •. _ < ' 0 a. IPg("i. Lan<l.t 

acres. 
]- fiO 

51- 100 
:001- 501) 
{jOl- l.OOD 

1,001_ 3,Of,lO 
3,,oOI- 0,060 

2Q,COO 
5'0,000 

Over IOO,OOO 

To.tltl* ..... 

". &'cres. I lleres. acres. fper cent. per cent. 
lii,HO 340,9n 1,550,078 1,891',025 21'() 0'6 
7,728 5lJS,784I I,JI0,104 1,798,888 10'7 1'0 

26,455 6,924,701! 12,781,391 19,706,0921 36'7 J 1'1 
J/,087 7,802,1Xl3 ' 13,5g6,556 21,328,559 15'4 12'6 

." 1'3, 11.6 22? 

... , 1,4.<>6 5,fi83.,}.52 1O,m17,637 15,6W,/S9 2 ° 90 
.... J.Qflll II 8,123,7-13 J5,647,565 1'5 J2'1 "I 50:l (i,846,347 6,8H,262 13,687,609 0'7 11'0 
... Zl'fl I 6.356,816 3,7;\3,607 10,110,423 03 10'2 "'1 [tj I 3,508,172 r 711,279 4,219,451 0'1 5'6 
.. __ 22 :_2,862.:889J l,509.:499 _ 4,363,S8t! )_'_" ___ 

.. [ 7Z:135l62,lis,.i7·1 [50,,990,.939 143,109,410 100 ° lOGO 

Owing to flit.:; vl1.IiatiOI's .between the productivity of the various 
diyisions and e¥® of parts of the ;:alne division, the size of holdings by 
itt:.c1f ,is ;1'1;1 iJ,).iip,,·tioll ,01')y .of t.he i,ntensity oj settlement and does not 

in.a reUaNe the .scop.: for inqreased settlement. The ahove 
therefore, Q.,oes not show how fa!: the existence of large alienated 

holdings is impediJlg flcttlrnwnt. For sue1'1 a purpose it would. be ncccsRary' 
to consir.ler the gJJ»J;i,ty oj llOldings conccrn"d, the rainfall, situation in 
respect of market ,nn.d transport facilities, anQ other matters which determine 
the productivity and profitable use of land. 

It is clear, hO'Ncver, that the Humber of hold.ings in excess of a living 
area is very considerable and that they embrace a very large area of land. 
This is apparent from the fact that the ma,ximum areaf! allowed for 
rel'1idential !.;ond<itionaj purchases are l;28() fl,cres in the Eastern L(1nd 
Division altd 2,5(iOaeIlcsin the -Central 'l .. al;ld Division, the mini:r;nuI)1 being 
4:.() .a.tcres in ,cae .. 

. 'J'he foUowi.ng table shows fer e,ae:h &ta.tistical division of the State the 
nurnher and area of hoMings in area series, haseQ.onthe aggregate area. ,0£ 
land in each holding at 30th June, 1924. T41.e J::.otmda:ry between· the 
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Eastern and. Central I,and Divisions passes through the Western Slopes 
Division as shown on the map ill the front,ispiece of this Year Book:-

Size of Holding 
(Alienated lind Crowo 

Lands Combined). COMta!. 

Number and Area of Holdings in Divisions. 

I 
Tablelands. I Western I . p~~Ws I Wes.t~rn 

Slopes. I Riverina. D1vwon. 
Whole 
State. 

Acl'C,'3. I I I I 
Under 51 ... .., .f~~~c:~ 19~:~g~ , 6;:m 5~:g~~ 3~:m 4,m 3!~:~~t 

51- 100 .. J:xo. ... 4,588 1,358 999 : 345 35 7,325 
l Acre, 1\ 358.857 103,515 75,056 i 25,227 2,928 565,583 

101- GOO ... fNo. ... 1:1,7H ·1,770 ·1,431 I 1,995 78 25,048 
LAcE:, 3,2<12,011 1,291,549 1,372,263 I 606,820 20,230 6,532,873 

501-1,000 ... J No. ... 2,657 2,660 4,126 I 2,248 70 11,761 
l Acres 1,851,702 1,919,756 2,934,004 I 1,590,923 47,345 8,346,730 

1,001- 3,000 ... {No. ... 1,825 3,309 4.0n ,2,627 79 11,881 
LAne, 2,896388 5,592 297 6,9~2,879! 4,698,244 132,408 20,272,216 

3,001- 5,000 ... rNo. ... 261 721 858 I 1,042 41 2,926 
'\ Acre' ,I 1,013,674 2,752,762 3,300,967! 1,088,902 172,113 11,328,418 

5,001-10,000 ... ~::i'O.... 151 412 574 , 977 118 2,232 
Acres I 1,023,696 2,861,518 3,930,18·!' 6,487,945 906,695 15,210,068 

10,OOl-~0,OOO ... So.... ,15 184 185 337 270 1,021 

20,001-50,003 ... '\{t;!.c~.i 601,4~6 2,519,3;g i 2,525,7~~ I 4,569,m 3,746,~~~ 13,965,m 

A('rc~! G24,lZ'f 1,997,02~ J 2,232,329 I 5,942,571 11,677,924 22,773,972 
Over [,0,000 ...... r No .... i 8 13 I 8 'I f)6 304 429 

lAcrc; 1~~~566 ~354 . __ ~!j,451 ._~~._1_,7_6_8_1_6_0_,9_0._1,_1_90_1 __ 72_,_56_1_,3_2_9 

Total ;No .. ,.1 32,339 ' 16,124 1 17,322 1 11,513 1,611 78,909 
. "'LAeres I" 12,969,70:; i 20,Ol .. !,891 I 24,130,887 ,37,178,412 77,611,620 171,905,515 

Tota.l Area of ----1-----1--------
DivLsion ... Acres i 22,125,000*1 26,659,000 . 28,261,000 140,858,000 80,319,000 19R,522.000 

~------- ._-------
't' 1;:',,\:c:1. din?" area of principa.l ha.rbours and of J--,ord Hoy\!c Isla.nd. 

Approximately 47,907, or 61 per cent. of trw rural boldings of the State 
are less than 500 acres in extent, and occupy only 7,447,441 acres, or 4·3 
per cent. 01 tIle total area used for a.gricl1ltural and pastoral purposes. Of 
these,27,360 are iii the coastal districts, 8,753 in the Tablelands Division, 
7,,152 in the "Western SlopeR, 3,997 on the plains of tl1fJ Eafltern Division, and 
345 in the West 8m Division. Eighty-five per cent. of the holdingll in t.he 
Coastal Division are less than 500 acres ill extent. b1lt thev embrace less 
than 30 per cent.. of the area occupied hy IUral holdings. • 

Holdings which exceed more than twice the maximum area prescribed 
for residential conditional purchases may be con8idered for purposes of 
diflcussion as large holdings. Their suitableness for 8U bdivision could he 
determined only after illdiv-idnal consideration. Holdings exceeding 3,000 
l1cres in extent number 4n in tlle Coastal Division and embrace 4,427,524 
acres, and if. the Tableland Division 1,402, embracing 11,042,028 acres. 
On the Western Slopes there are 845 holdings exceeding 5,000 acres in area, 
embracing 11 total of 9,443,723 acres of land, and OIl the plains of tbe Central 
land division (including the Riverina) 1,599 such holdings, embracing a 
total of 26,131,403 acreI'. Thus, in the Eastern and Central land divisions 
62 per cent. of the total area occupied is contained in S per cent. of the 
holdings. Practically the whole of the land of the Western Division is 
Gccupied by 958 holdings, exceeding 10,0:]0 acres in extent, and embrace 
76,325,773 acres; of this area 5~,969.9f)1 acres are comprised in holdings 
exceeding 100,000 acres in area. 

Numbe1' of Ho7dings aHd At'emge A·rea. 
In the past sixty years land lcgiRlatioll in New South Wales bas be'en' 

directed. principally towards produeing an increase in the number of lalld 
holding", and, at the same time, er.'orts have been made to discourage the 
aggregation of large areas under individual owners; for, when settlers had 
spread throughout the State, the existence of large estates began to prove 
an ohstacle to further development. 
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Since the first Crown Lands Act was passed in .1861 the Legislature has 
been frequently occupied with the problem of rural deyelopment, but only 
limited success has beon achieved in promoting fresh settlement. MallY 
varieties of tenure have been devised, but none has been found capable of 
attracting population effectively to thc vast tracts of land in the interior. 
Large holdings over 5: 000 acres in extent have increased, and far more land 
has been alienated than is necessary to maintain the number of settlers 
actually remaining upon it. 

The whole stury of rural settlemel.t; in recent years may be summed up 
as follows :-Between 1861 and 1920 the number of original selections 
made was approximately 131,730, and this number does not include such 
holdings as Suhurban, Returned Soldiers' Special, Residential on Goldfield!', 
and Irrigation Farms, which arc generally small in extent. At the last­
named date there were in existence 61,794 holdings containing over 30 acres 
of alienated land. Allowing for the number of holdings already in existence 
in 1861 and remaining in existence in 1920, and for the inclusion in the number 
of some original selections less than 30 acres in extent, it is clear that more 
than half of the individual selections made during the period have been 
disposed of and combined into large holdings either for the profit accruing 
from the sale, or through the financial or other disabilities of the original 
selectors. 

Omitting holdings of less than 30 acres in extent, which arc not important 
in relation to rural settlement; it is possible to trace from 1881 to 1922 the 
increal'le in the number of holdings in relation to the growth of population. 
This i" shown in the following table :-

Year. 

1881 
1891 
1901 
1911 
1916 
1921 
1922 

Holdings containing over 30 acres of 
Alienated· Land. 

Number. 

3:2,521 
38,706 
48,360 
57,08:) 
60,435 
61,505 
61,983 

Area. 

acres. 
27,791,076 
41,046,249 
45,869,742 
51,9t3,846 
56,047,062 
61,003,468 
61,986,372 

Average 
Area. 

acres. 
855 

1,060 
948 
!l10 
927 
992 

1,000 

• See explanation pag-e 717. 

lIfean Population. 

765,015 
1,142.025 
1,366,900 
1,665,265 
1,893,479 
2,101>,369 
2,150,862 

Many of the holdings enumerated above have areas of leases attached 
to them, but the areas shown relate to alienated laud only. Where two or 
more holding'! are owned by the same perROn they are enllIIlerated separately. 

The development of alienation has been slower since 1901 than previously. 
The relative growth of settlement, alienation, and population may be readily 
illustrated by reference tu index-numhers in which, in each case, the year 
1901 is chosen as base and called 100 ;--

Year. 
Index of Holdings containing over 30 acres of 

Alienated" Land. 

Number. Area. Average Area. 

Index 
of Mean 

PopUlation. 

1881 67 I 61 90 56 
1891 80 90 112 84 
1901 100 100 100 100 

jill ... _i~ Lj~ ii_!~---,~~ li_ 
* See explan\ltion page 717. 
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It is significant that! the population, Has grown at a mnCh fantol" mte 
thtougllOut than the nuhlberof holdings containing; alienated! ItthtL '])biw 
fact is an enlighteni11g oommentary on the drif,t of populatron, from· i'Ui"itt 
to, urbaJl< settlements. 

TH~ number of.alitmated holdings has increased at a slowf'r' rate thaI! the 
area alienated, and the nnhlber of large holdings of ajienated land has in­
creased ml1,rkedly during the past fort.y years. The increase, however, has 
not bcpn uniform, and it assumed a new pha~e in 1912, after tIle imposition 
of the Federal Land Tax. The following table Which r'dat'cs ttl iwtividllal 
holdings \vithont regard tom'\'nNship, shows the ni11n'beral1tl area ofthe It'Ll'gel' 
alienated holdings at int't'rvals !'lince 1891 

yc:u. 

1$91 
1901 
1911 
19Z1 
1922 

~~~-

NnmhE"r of Atenated* Holdings 
01-

! 

Arta of N!ienat~d. fItllmrig3 
of-

----~--- --_---I--~-.- . __ 

OYer I Toto.l, ! 5,OOOt~ Ii Owr 5,000 to 
20,000 
a·~r('s. 

8651 
9:)S 

1,081 I 

1,55S I 
1,599 

20,000 0\-0£ 5,000 1 2(),,(){)_O __ 2,0'000 , acres, I acres. ) acres. acres. 

i I I 1 acres. I acres. 

33~071 1,185 R,459,384 I 16,129,16;) 
v 1,295 I 9,285,972 I 17,203,7(;5 

362 1,443 9,&n,lSO I 1(j,5GO)2J5 
301 I.S59 1 1:1,935,9!l'i! 12,049,8'5)'; 
291 1 1,890 I 14,370,199 I 12,727,877 

* Soe explanation page 717. 

Total, 
0, or 5,000 

aerfS. 

.-----

acres; 
24,ii88,547 
26,490.737 
Z6,'33,395 
2(),SBfJ,8-D5 
27,098,076 

Th(l FcderflJ T,and Tax (particlilars o! wljich ate pubiishcd on page 189 
of this Year Book) was first imposed in 1910 upon soml1ch 6f the uilimproved 
value of lunds owned by residE-nts of A ustralia as exceeded £5,000, and upon 
all lands owned bv absentee,~. TJie Yulue of land in New South WaJes o\Vned 
by absentees is u~gligihle, and the a!'lsessed value of lands held on lease from 
the Crowll is relatively of e.maIl accOllllt, The incidence of the tax, therefore, 
has fallen maillly upon large holdings of land absolutely alienated, or lands 
in course of alienation, 

Up to 1911 t.he increase in the number of lllirge alienated holdings hud 
progressed fairly regularly, but in 1912 there \\'as a decreuse from 362 to 
335 in the number of alienated holdings exceeding 20,000 aC1'(lS in area, and 
an incl'ease from 1,081 to 1,201 ih the llumber between 5,000 acres and 
20,000 acres in extent. This change did not produce any reduction in the 
total area of alienated land contained in these large holdings and, althou/l:h 
the number and ares, of alienated holdings containing more than 20,000 
acres have continuerl to decline at an appreciable rate, the dimimttion has 
be-en offset by an increaR'e of 120 in the numbcr, lind 4:,4-97,000 acres in the 
aref'~ of alienated holdings between 5,000 acre!'l ahd 20,000 a'cros in extent. 
The t.otal area of alienated bnd emhriwed in hokHn/!s cxccedirlg 5,000 a'C:tM 
in area was almost stationary between 1901 and- 1911, but! since 1911 it 
has increased by ne~rly (;65,000 acres. 

'E'en/tie of [{()£rli1'lgs. 
The tenure of land-holdiiigs in New South Wale'S is priricipaHy of two 

r:lasses-freehold and leasehold from the Crown. Only a small proportion of 
the total area occupied (approximately 2·} per cent.) is rented frClm private 
owners, although the area held on 11'a1'le from the Crown is very large. 
Tp.!Iancy, as understood in older countries is, therefore, of ?maU extent I 
940.4 per crnt, of the total area t~li"I1at,(Jd is' occupied by its owners. 



The following table shows the area occupied inellch Division of New 
South Wales,aocording toi;he:lll{);ssof tenl1reas at30th June, 1924. Owing 
to 'r@arrangement .01 the djv,isions on thebfl.sis of Loc;al Government areas 
ju :l9.22~23,divisiOlJ.aLcQm~risol1s cannot 'be made effectively with figures 
published in previousyearll. 

, Area of 'Alienatcd-.lIG}dings. Crown Lands 
! 

Div,isiQn. 
o<?cupied as Total Area -

I 
Occupied 

by Owner. 

acres. 
Coastal ... ... . .. 8,222,011 
Tableland ::: ... 12,039,045 
Western Slopes ::: ::: ... 17,604,752 
Central l 101ains and Riverina ... 20,844,732 
Western ... ... ... .. . 1,675,720 

I 
separate holdings 

-Pt'ivate 
Total. or attached to 

~eDied . ~ir!=nated holdil!gs. 
. ---~-, , 

acres. i acres. acres. 
1,218,201 1.9,440,212 3,529,493 

n5,352 12, 754,~97 7,260,494 
725,774 18,330,526 5,800,361 
892,794 121,737,526 15,440,886 

41,316 1,717,036 75,894,584 

I 
I 

in 
Holdings. 

acres. 
12,969,70 
20,014,89 
24,130,88 
37,178,41 
77,611,62 

5 
1 
7 
2 
o 

New South Wales ... ... 60,3S6,260 3,593,4371 '63,979.697 L07,925,81S 5 i171,9ot;,af 

• See explanation nage 717. 

Of the total area occupied, 37 per cent. was claosed as freehold, although 
a considerable proportion of the total was in course of purchase from the 
Crown, and 63 per cent. was leased from the Crown. Over 70 per cent. 
of the Crown lands so leased were in the Western Division, and utilised almost 
exclusively for depasturing stock. 

More than one-third of the land privately rented is situated in the Coastal 
Division, where it amounts to nearly ]0 per cent. of,the total area occupied 
in holdings. These farms are used chiefly for dairying, and the systEom of 
renting was subjE'cted to adverse oriticism in the report of the Select Committee 
of Inquiry into theAgricultural Industry in 1921. 

The proportions of the total area of the respective DivisionR, occupied in 
holdingR of various classe,> are shown in the following table :-

Division. 

Coastal... ... . .. 
Tableland... ... .. . 
Western Slopes ... .. . 
Central Plains and Riverina 
'Ves~ern... ... .., 

New South "v'ales ... 

Area of Alienated· lIoldir)gs. 

by PrIvate. Total. Oceu ]lied I . I 
Owner. R~nted. 

Crown Lands Total 
ocpupied 38 separate Area in 
holdings or attached Holdirigs. 
to alienated holdings. 

per cent.'per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. 
... 36'.66 I 5'43 42'09 15'74 57'83 . 
... 45'16 ,2'68 47'84 27'23 75'07 
... 62'29 1 2'57 64'86 20'53 85'39 
.... 51'02 2'18 53'20 :17',9 I 90'99 
... 2'09 0'05 2'14 114'49 96:6;3 

... 30'42 11-8l'1 3:!'23- -M-36 -[86-59 
• Soe explanation page 717. 

Slightly less than 87 per cent. of the total .area contained within the 
boundaries of theStt).t.e is occupied inboldings ·of l:acre and upwards, uSed 
for agricultural or pastoralpurposefJ. Thehigp,est proportion ofa~ienatioPl, 
65 per cent. of the. area of j;he Divisi.on,ha.staken place in the Western 
Slopes, and the lowe'lt, 2·1 per. cent., in the ,Western Division. But taking 
the total area of holdings,. theW estern Division shows the largest proportion 
of its area~96'6 per cent.-=-under occupation; the proportions are high 
also in the Central Plains and Riv~rin~, 91 percent., alld in theWesterll 
Slopes, 85·4 per cent. 

If reference be roade.to the table, en page 720 it wiUbe seen that, contrary 
to expectation,the proportion of lands not used for agriculturalalld pastoral 
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purposes in each division decreases as the intensity of' settlement decreases; 
at the same time it is apparent that the density of settlement bears an ap­
proximate relationship to physical configuration and average rainfall. While 
the greater intensity of settlement in the more easterly districts necessitates 
the allocation of larger proportions of land for public purposes, it is undeniable 
that a very considerable proportion of the remaining Crown land in the 
Eastern Division is so rugged or wooded as to be unfit or unprofitable for 
OCcupf\~tion. Tbis is especially the case in the South Coast Division, which 
in parts is very mountainous, only 42 per cent. of the total area being occupied 
by rural holdings, as compared with 65 per cent. in the North Coast Division 
and 66 per cent. in the Hunter and Manning. 

Crown Land Holding8. 

Crown lauds are held, as has bcen explnincd, either in eonjunction ,,,itl; 
alienated land or as separate holdings. The total area held in conjunctiOl' 
with alienated lands has been shown already. Particulars of holdings 
consisting of Crown lands only at 30th June, 1922, were as follow:-

-------;------;------~~--.-

I NUllll er of II 

Coastal ... 
Tableland 

Division. 

\111 estern Slopes ... 
'Central Plains and Riveriua 
Western ... 

New South Wales 

Ho:d ngs . Area held. Average area 
of Holdings. 

, I acres. acres. 
.. i 611 497,787 8)4 
...! 1,136 1,197,443 1.054 

i ],037 1,614,563 1,557 
... , 3,393 6,041,8;34 1,781 
... ! 906 19,!J26,778 21,994 
i----------- ------

... 1 7,083 2D,2SJ,405 4,134 
! 

By reason of the definition of alienated land used in collecting agricultural 
-and pastoral statistics the above table excludes holdingg containing lands 
under the tenures of homestead farm or homestead selection. 

U will be ob~erved that the average area of the holdings is eomparatiYely 
small in t.hc Eastern and Central Land Divisions. In the Western Divisicn, 
intense flettlenwnt has not yet been found practicable, awl thc ar .. 'a of 
.h0ldings consisting of Crown lands only is very huge. 

VALUE OF ALTF.NATED RURAL LANDS. 

The particulars which follow relate to the value, on a freehold basis, of 
lands absolutely alienated, in course of alienation or held as homestead farms 
or homestead selections and used" ~r agricilltura:l and pastoral purposes. 
Illformation as to the improved and unimproved capital values of such 
lands were first collected in 1920-21. 

The unimproved capital value was defined as being the amount which 
the land might be expected to realise if sold under such reasonable conditions 
as a bona fide seller would require, assuming that the actual improvements 
had not been made, and the improved capital value as the value of the land 
wit.h all improvements and buildings thereon under similar conditions of 
sJle. Where particulars of unimproved value were not available from 
owners, collectors were instructed to obtain them from the records of Shire 
Counciis, and it is probable that local government assessments were returned 
as the unimproved value of the whole of the lands, except in the Western 
Divif'ion, where no shires exist. 
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Wllere valuations have been made bv the Valuer-General it has been -found 
that valuations formerly made for l~cal government pllrposes were below 
actual vahws. In many cases the discrepancy was cvnsideruhle, and in the 
aggregate the valuations of shires are prohably under-edimated by more 
than 20 per cent.. Since municipal lands are of comparatively small extcnt 
and very f(,w shires assess improved valnes, particulars of improved capital 
value were obtaillf~d from the owners, and may he considered a fairly correct 
statement of the actual improved value of the land in question. The 
unimproved and improved values as rdurned, therefore, are not comparabJe 
hecause they are apparently stated upon different bases and represent respec­
tively the shire as~essment of the unimpr()ved value of the bud and the 
owner'f-l opinion of the value of the land and its improvements, The value of 
improvements cannot be deduced from them. 

The following tahle shows in divisions of the State (on the basis of Local 
Government areas) the distribution <OJ alienated and Crown lands oceucied 
in holdings of one' acre and upwards for agricultural and pastoral purF~sesJ 
together with total and average value of the alienated lands 2.t 30th June, 
1924. Comparisons cannot be made effectively with the divisional totals of 
previous years except those of 1923. 

Division. 

Ooastal-
North Coast ... 
Hunter and Manning 
Metropolitan ... 
South Coast ... 

Total ... . .. 
Tablelands-

Northern ... ... 
Central ... ... 
Southern ... ... 

Total ... ... 
Western 8lopes-

North ... ... 
Central ... ... 
South ... ... 

Total '" ... 
Plains-

N orth·central ... 
Central ... . .. 
Riverina ... ... 

Total ... . .. 
We$lern Division ... 

Whole8tate ... 

Area of [ Unimproved Capital Alienated' " 

Landin Value of Land. 

Occupation I 
I 

in Holdings Total. Average 
over 1 LWre per acre. 
in extent. I 

Acres. 
000. £000. £ 
3,105 11,120 3·6 
4,117 9,303 2·3 

328 2,916 8·9 
1,890 4,518 2·4 

9,440 27,857 I 3·0 

3,663 5,114 1-4 
5,172 8,135 1·6 
3,919 4,547 1·2 

12,754 17,796 1-4 

5,455 9,744 1·8 
5,302 G '. 7,.375 1·4 
7,574 ~ Uqj8 1·8 

18,331 1 30,397 I 1·7 

3,953 4,957 1·3 
5,455 5,338 1·0 

12,330 18,558 1·5 

21,738\ 28,853 1·3 

1,717 1 879 0·5 

63,980 I 105,782 1·7 

Improved Capital 
YnJue. 

I 

Total. i Average 
~ per acre. 

£000. £ 
33,928 10·9 
27,822 6·8 

6,835 20·8 
12,186 6·4 

80,771 [ 8·6 

22,756 4·4 

I 

[ Area of 
Gcown Lar.d. 

! 

ACl'es. 
000. 

1,485 
1,362 

2 
680 

3,529 

13,390 I 3-7 

13,5621_~_ 

I 

2,!)()7 
2,285 
2,069 

49,708 

22,830 
22,672 
39,787 

, 85,289\ 

I ' 
10,582 
11,288 
42,766 

I 64,636 1 

I 2,329 

I 282,733 

3·9 

4·1 
4·3 
5·3 

4·7 

2·7 
2·1 
3·5 

3·0 

1·4 

4·4 

7,261 

2,754 
1,483 
1,563 

5,~OO 

1-3'65~ 
I 

8,114 
3,674 

I

I 15,441· 

75,895 

I 107,926. 

• See explanation, page 11. 
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Particulars of the rainfall, productivity, and population 0f {~ach of these 
divisions are sllOivn on page 729. It will be observed that the average vl!11ue 
per acre is closely related to these factors. The alien3ited latldsin :the 
Western Division are situated mainly in its eastern confines, and are by no 
means representative of the value of the extensive Crown lands situ.a.ted 
further west·. 

Capital l1ivested In Rural Ind1tSfries. 

The eapital value of farm propettyin New South Wales was approximatEly 
£383,947,000 at 30th June, 1924, made up as folloW's :~-

Alienated land and improvements thereto 

Capitalised value of lands leased from Crown 

Machinery and ,iniplements 

Live stock 

Alienated Holdings in Value Series. 

£ 
282,733,OOll 

13,000,000 

13,714,000 

74,500,000 

The following is a statement of the unimproved value of land in alienated 
holdings in value series as at 30th June 1922, and if in considering it the 
low basis of valuation be kept in mind, useful deductions may be drawn 
from it:-

Alienated Land. t 
Unimproved Value 

Series. 

~ 

£, 

u nder 500 '" 

1 

1 

2 

500 to 1,000 

1,000 " 2,000 

2,000 H 3,000 

8,000 -" 5,000 

5,000 " 10.000 

0,000 " 15,000 

5,0.00 " 20,000 

0,000 and Over 

Total ... 

No. 
of Allenatedt 

I 
Hold- Area. 
lngs. 

'acres. 

... 34,022 5,411,802 

"'1 14,637
1 

6,412,051 

'" 13,151 9.532,358 

... 4;2'38 5,278,620 

... 2,&90 6,049,350 

... 1,826 7,275,718 

... 561 4,225,472 

... 274 2,732,878 

, .. 636 15,200,222 

~ ... -

... 12,13a·1 82,118,471 

., 

!Average 
Proportion per cent.' of total. 

Vahie Value 
Unlmptoved. Uilifn' 

proved, 
Unim-per acre. 

Nmhber. Area. '(jrov1ld 
vahie. 

£, £ s. 

6,971,250 1 6 47·2 8'7 6·7 

10,447,910 1 13 20'3 10·3 10'1 

18,010,040, 1 18 18'2 15'4 17-4 

10,069,550 1 18 5'9 8'5 9'7 

10,804,070 ,1 16 4'0 9·7 10'5 

12,260,300 114 2'5 11·7 11'9 

6.704,370 1 12 '8 6·8 '6'0 

4,667,770 114 '4 4'4 4'S 

23,506,430 III '7 24-5 22'7 

''',M",'' I~~:r~oo" 
, 

100'0 I 100'0 

° Excludes 7,083 holdings conSisting of Crown lands only. t See explanation, page 717. 
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A most striking feature of this statement is thc very larw~ number of 
holdings containillg alienated land valued at less than £500 unimproved. 
These number 34,022, or 47 per cent. of the total, and 17,111, or apprexi­
mately one-half of them, are in the coastal districts. In this category is 
included probably the whole of the holdings (numbering 2,680) used inci­
dentally, but not mainly, for agricultural or pastoral purposes. 

Nearly one-quarter of the alienated land is contained in holdings whose 
unimproved value exceeds £20,000. There are 3,197 large holdings (4'4 per 
cent. of the total) containing alienated land valued at more tllaD £5,000. 
These embrace in all 29,484,290 acres of alienated land, valued at £47,138,870, 
which is 45 per cent. of the total value for the State. It is noteworthy that 
the average value per acre of large estates is little less thantha,t of smaller areas. 

It should be noted, however, that no account is taken of the value of 
Crown leases attached to alienated holdings, a.nd that where two or more 
holdings are owned by the same individual they are, unless in Glose proximity 
to each other, treated as separate holdings. 

Li';)e Stock, Wheat, and Improred Val'lie in A.rea Series. 

The following statement shows the number cf live stock, the area under 
wheat for grain, and the improved capital value of alienated holdings in area 
series as at 80th June, 1922 :-

Alienated Land in Area Holdings.§ under No. of No. of 
Total Area Cattle Area Series 

(Aljenated Land). 
§ 

Acres. 

0· .... 

1- 30 ... 

31- 320 ... 

321- 640 ... 

641- 1,280 ... 

l,281- 2,0.00 ... 

2,001- 3,000 ... 

3,001- 5,000 ... 

5,001- 10,000 ... 

0,001- 50,000 ... 1 

!i 

o 
0,001-100,000 ... 

ver 100,000 ... 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

No. of 
Hold-
ing •. 

Improved I 
Capitl'l 
Valne. 

No. I £000. 

... 7.083*1 ,. . 

... 10,152 I 7,396 

... 31,572 50,333 

... 12,587 33.669 

... 9,071 37,224 

... 3,348 21,547 

... 2,053 19,234 

... 1,456 20,957 

... 1,096 27,230 

... 722 39,837 

... 50 8,187 

.. . 22 6,334 

79,2181 271,948 

* Holdings consisting of Crown lAUds only. 

l Including CrO\Vll lands. 

Wheat i~~~eY:;e, of for at 30th 
Holdings,t Grain ,1922. June, 

Area. 19j1l~22. 192~. 

acres. acres. acres. I acrel!. 

000. QOo.. 000·1 000. 00.0. 

.. . 29,282 127 I 3,241 191 

132 585
1 

:I 56 48 

4,59S 14,2<1,7 207 1,384 jj9j} 

6,005 16,175 771 2,460 518. 

8,318 %1,027 896 4,300 451 

5,335 14,738 i 405 2,989 233 

5,049 12,698 287 3,123 ;18,3 

5,583 15,611 210 3,099 ~2 

7,524 15,M8 157 4,849 227 

13,203 23,79sl 117 I 8,219 31>7 

3,50.8 (,219 1 6 I 1,458 411 

2,863 4,363 II 1.388 3.11 !_I_~, 
3,1051 . 37; lMt IS,48S1 

t Excluding live .tock not on r1'lral holdi.!lg;t. 

~See ""planation page 717. 

In proportion to their area, holdings consisting of Crown lands only ate '.' 
used less than any group of alienated holdings. # 

-
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More than 80 per cent. of the wheat is gro"nl on holdings whose alienated 
area is below 3,000 acres, and these hoJding~ also carry 53 per Ct:nt. of tIle 
live stock (38 per cent. of the ;;heep and 70 per ccnt. of the cattle), they 
embrace .}7 per Cf'nt. of tl,e alienated land and 62 per cent. of the attached 
Crown lands; while their improved value is 62 per cent. of the total. 

l\'101'e than half the wlwlOt is grO\Yll on holdillgs whose alienated area is 
between 321 and 1,280 aCTE'S, aud the proportion thereafter diminishes 
rapidly as the "izA of the holdingii increases. The average improved value 
per acre v:Hies throughout inversely as the area of alienated land in the 
holding. 

CHATIACTER Or' SETTLE}IEXT. 

The character of the rural settlement of New South 'Vales has befl1 deter­
mined largely hy the geographical features of the land, the distribution of 
rainfall, fertility of the soil, acressibility of markets and local faetors, such 
as water supply, timber growth, and meallS of romnlUllicatioll. 

Thus in rantrast with many older countries where the distril)Ution of 
settlement has been affeeted by cO:1siderations of ddence, settlemfl1t in New 
South Wales has been deten~ined almost exclusivelv bv economic factors. 
The distribution of industrial actiyity is prineipallyinto pastoral, agricul­
tural, dairying, mining, and mallufacturing localities, and alon<; lines of 
traffic. 

The pastoral industry, which ransed the original spread of Rcttlemellt ov(,1' 
the State, is Rtill maintained in praetically every pa:t of it, although it 
dimini;;hes in importance from the sole industry in the west to a serondary 
position in the central and castern land divisions, where agriculture s,nd 
dairying are aRsuming greater importance. From its nature it requires 
extensive areas and little labour, and it promotes settlement of a scattere>'l 
nature cha.racterised hy small towns, which beeome smaller and more 
scattered towards the western boundary, where ult.imately only isolated sh{~ep 
and cattle stations exist. 

Supf'rimposed on tbe pastoral foundation in the central diyision the main 
belt of agricultural Eettlement stretches from the northern to the southrnt 
boundary of the State between the Great Dividing Range and a line to the 
west, which follows generally the line of 20-inch rainfall in the south, m:.cl 
the 2!3-inch line in the north. This extensive belt is roughly wedge-shaped, 
ana diminishes from a breadth of about 200:miles in the extrelile south to 
about. 100 mile~ in t.he north. Pra~~ic~ljy the whole of the wheat crops of 
the State are produced here, but onfy a small portion of the sliitable lands 
have heen utilised for agriculture, ana pastoral pursuits are still carried on . 
extensively. Settlement in these central districts is more intense than in 
the west, ~nd a number of flourishing towns with populations ranging from 
2,000 to 10,000 exist. 

East of the Dividing Range, in the eoastal district, dairying is the staple 
industry, but there is also a certain amount of miscellaneous agriculture 
in the more fertile portions, and son-,e cattle grazing in the more rugged 
and less aeeessible districts. Wheat-growing and sheep-raising are almost 
entirely absent. Population in t.he coastal districts is dellser than in 
any other region of the State; the farm> arc usmlly small 1!.ndintensively 
cultivated. 



" .1lb\oob~ 

:t.filp~a "'" 

""-

The Offlcial Year Book of New South Wales, 1824 

Or"""" and Print." ,,-t the Departlllent of Lo:nda. S:Yrlru!r,N S W,192,S 

EXPLANATION 

Principal Production Districts shewnthus:­

• Sheep · Gra.,ging 

.. Wheat Growing.md Sheep Gr/13ing 

III .IJairying 

.. Coal Minint 

., Silver Lead Mining 

Rainfall 

.. -_ lsohyets (average annual 

raintalll.903 to 1923) 
_-___ Seasonal Boundaries 

Rural Population 

Avera.ge number of persons per sCJ· mile. 

t:" 

o 
o 

1 and under. 

aver 1 and under 5 

5 and over. 

______ Rru]wa,ys. 



RURAL SETTLEMEN'l. 

The following analysis of the State according to natural divisions on the 
hasis of I,ocal Government areas, shows the rainfall, population, area, and 
production of each; a map showing these divisions is published as a frontis­
piece to this Year Book. 

G 

Division. 

oa8lal-
North Coa~t 
Hunter and 

Manning 
Cumberland 
South Coast 

R~~ 0' [ PO," I 
Product:on (1923-24). 

Average lation at Total I Wheat. 1 Butter. \ MineraIS'\fa~~~~;:. Annual Census, I Area.. 
Rainfall. 1921. WooL 

I 
inches. acres. lb. bushels. lb. £ £ 

000 000 000 000 000 000 000 
... 35-76 124 7,009 15 1 36,967 1 1,162 

... 22-60 245 8,355 3,509 11 15,765 6,859 4,812 

... 29-50 1,060 9721 52 I 1 841 227 42,226 

... ~7-6~_~I_~:~~~~i __ "_' _ 7,505 ~ 1,670 

I ' I Total... ... 1,518 I 22,425 1 5,156 I 13 61,078 8,498 r49,870 

T~~!~~::;: ... ~0-38 --:~-~lG5 1115,6981 56 1,473 176--:~ 
Central... ... 23-55 131 ]0,897 21,341 I 2,509 1,470 1,105 1,666 
Southernt ... 19-6.5 48 7,597 19,135 I 77 904 6 343 

Total ... --.-.. - ---;;0r26,659 I 56,1741 2,642 3,847 i 1,287 2,253 

V ~~:~ Sl~:.es-... 2J-3~ --521--~I~~il 24'83~1~ 1,577 !--8-7--:-

Central... ... 17-28 52 1 7,839 19,995 5,486 705 1 274 
South... ... _16-4~ __ -.:~~,23~1 30,694 i 11,879 3,446 __ 5_9_~ 

Total... ... 200 I 28,262 I 75,527 118,836 5,7281 147 1,175 

Ce;f~~;:e;~in8- ... 1~8-28 --:~I-~::I 24,54~1-:--=-I--l- --1-8-

Central... ... 15-191 20 I 14,650 I 27,916 652· 116'1 37 81 
Riverina ... 12-22 G1 16,.708 39,649 10,769

1

1,781 38 313 

Total ... ~ .. ]=_!OS [~:85~1.!2,1l~ 11,683 2,00l 1 76 412 

Ve~tern Divisi;n ... _8-1~1 __ ~-_~.J.!0,31~J 42'03~ __ 2_1~ll'837 ~ 
Vholc Stater ... ... I 2 104 i 198 523 1271 008 33 176 72 684 111,845 55,661 

• Value added in process of manuf:tcture. t Including Federal Territory. 

Manufactories proper are not extensive outside the metropolitan and 
~ewcastle districts, but dairy factories operate on a large scale along the 
coast. Smelting and metal works of considerable importance are established 
on the coal-fields of the South C6ast ~nd Central Tableland and on the silver­
lC)ad fields at Broken Hill in theWj~stern Division. 

Th e fi vo princ! pa.l topographic al division g are strips of terri tory running from 
the northern to the southern boundary in a sout.h-westerly direction, and, 
except for the West.ern Plains, each is divided into three portions--northern, 
central, and southern--w hereby fourteen subdivisions are secured, each of 
which presents fairly uniform natural features and is affected bv uniform 
physiog~aphic factor~. In the llOrth the region of high average rainfall 
\;xttnds further inl,md than in the !:louth, with the result that the isohyetals 
run in a general north and south direetioil. The south-western extremity of 
tho Riverilla lies about 100 miles further from the coast than docs the north­
west·ern ext.remity of the northern plain, and, as the average annual rainfall 
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diminishes with increasing rapidity towards the west, the northernsubdivi­
sions shown above generally receive mor{l rain than t.he central, and th{l 
eentral more than :the southern subdivisions. Rather less than one-half of 
the total area of the State receives average rains exceeiling 20 inches per year, 
and rat~rmoreth3111 one-half r~ceives an average of more than 15 inches 
per year. 

Not only the quantity, but the season and reliablcnes'l of the rainfall, aud 
!ihe a.mountof evaporation are important considerations in determining the 
productive possibilities of any region. In common wit.h most countries, 
New South W ales suffers periodically in one part or another from the effects 
of intermittent 'rainfall, a disability which local conditions such as the 
abnormal evaporation and t.}teabsorbent nature of the soils of the i:1terior 
t'ilnd toa,ggravate. This considerable difficulty may he oyercome ultimately 
by water conservation and improvement in cultural methods, hut at present 
itop~Btes powerfully to thc detriment of the western hinterland. * 

SETTLEMENT IN DIVISIOXS. 

Pluvial circumstances exert a decisive effect on the nature of the pursuits 
followed and the extent of settlement in the various regions of lIhe State, and 
explain their industrial characters, 

For the purpose of considering rural settlement, the State may be distri­
buted into five statistical divisions, viz., Coast, Tableland, Western Slopes 
of the Great Dividing Range, Central Plains and Riverin't, and the Western 
Division. The statistics for 1922-23 and subsequent y( ars ,have been collected 
upon the basis of Local Government areas instead of counties, as formerly, 
and this necessitated considerable rearrangement of divisional boundaries. 
Therefore the divisional totals are not comparable with those of previous 
years. The first four divisions, however, cover the Eastern and Central 
Land Divisions of the State, trending from north to south in the same general 
directiouas the coastlin~ and principal mountain range. 

Themtture of the industriE'S and settlement of each of the principal divisions 
of the State were dis()ussed in the Official Year Book, 1922, at page f,S1 et seq. 
Statistics for 1923-'24 are shown below :--

C6a:stal J).istricts. 
Tlte'following tablepr~eent.&a summary ofthetenure and extent of occupied 

l101dings in t,hefonf mtlin divisions oHhe coastal belt as at30tb June, 1924 :-

Division of Ooast. 

I I 
.Tohl ; Holllings 

Area of land occupied in holdings orl acre a.nd 
upwards for Agricultural and Pastoral Purposes At~~aa~:d 

Land 
Area I 1 °Jre 
. ?f .~d Alienatedt. suitable' 

for 
DIVlSlOn'IUP\VardS. ----~~II' Pri':ate I'~~- 2:~,~ Total. 

I Freehold, Rented. Total. 
---~----~------~--

I 

Cultiya­
tiont· 

'North ,,, " 
'Hunter-'M1'ttliiing 
.cumberlaI'lti ... 
South ." .;, 

'rotal 

;',,;cres.1 No. a~res. acres. acres. \ aores. acres. acres. 
000 000 000 000 000 000 000 

". 7,009n,s27 2,670 43"6 3,106 '1,485 4,591 5rO 
... 8,;f55'lO,6!7 3:718 :l99 4;Il71,362 5,479 ·439 
h ' 97'2 4;:855 272 56328 2 lI30 130 '''1 ;'6,0895, llO 1;562328 1;890 680 2,570 304 

'''1 2'Z,425 " I ~2,339:8,222 1,219 T 9,441 3,529 12,9iO 1,383 

'fSee eXplanation, pa!,e 717. 

-Fnt. er rartiu.fars 'of 1 ainfall and e' aporatlon are p"Uished on pages 12 and 13 of this Year Book. 
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Apart from the small area in the county of Cumberlandwhichsurroundg 
the metropolis, the NorthCoa-st.is by far the most closely-settled ,part:oi 
the Coastal Division. The average areas of holdings ill the various divisioll& 
are-North Coast, 388 acres; Hunt.er and Manning, 519 acres ; and South' 
Coast, 503 acres. The proportion of the total area of each division occupied 
in holdings is 65 per cent. in the North Coast Division, 66 per cent. in that 'of 
Hunter and Manning, but only 42 per c~nt. on the South Coast. The system 
of privately rcnting land is more extensively practised in the coastal districts 
than elsewhere in New South Wales. Almost 13 per cent. of the alienated 
land is rented from private own')rs. Of the total land in occupation about 
63 per cent. is used by its owners, 27 per cent. is leased from the Crown, andi 
10 /Jer cent. is rented privately. 

Included in the coastal districts arc 553 holdings, on which 861 share 
farmers occupy 12,826 acres of cultivation and 193,851 acres as dairy farms. 

Owing to the rugged nature of the country only a, small proportion of th~ 
land is eomidered suitable for cultivation and of this area less than one­
quarter was cultivated in 1923-24. 

The following analysis of the maln purposes for which these holdings were: 
used in 1923-24 providcs an instructive statement of the diversity of 
pursuits :- • 

Purpose. 

griculture only ... . .. . .. 
airying only ... ... . .. 
razing only ... ... ... . .. 
griculture and dairying ... ... 
griculture aud grazing ... ... 

A 
D 
G 
A 
A 
D 
A 
P 
P 

airying and grazing .... ... 
griculture, dairying, and grazing 
oultry only ... ... ... .. 
oultry, Bees, Pigs, etc. ... ... 

Unoccupied, or med mainly for 
purposes ... ... ... 

Total ... ... .. . 

... 

.. 

." .. . 

. .. 

." 

." 

." ... 
other 

., . 

." 

Number of Holdings in Division. 

North I H~~jer I cumber-i South ) Total. 
Coast. JliIanning. land. Coast. , 

784 1,739 2,043 388 4,954· 
4,R65 1,750 366 1,763 8,74& 
2,498 3,245 518 1,555 7,816-
2,295 1,596 104 205 4,30() 

297 634 229 232 1,392 
460 581 42 252 1,33& 
281 286 38 7I 676 

12 103 1,019 66 1,20() 
10 19 73 ]2 114 

325 594 423 464 1,806 
---

- 5,110 I 1l,827 10,547 4,855 32,339 

The. coast district contains 95 per cent. of the holdings used for dairying 
onlv in New South Wales, and the North Coast district contains 53 per cent. 
of the number. Dairying and mixed farming pursuits are the main activities, 
of the population; but a considerable proportion of the farms .is used for 
cattle-raising. 

The number, extent and value of alienated holdings of various si~es,and 
the area of attached Crown lands in the whole coastal division on 20th June,. 
1922; were shown in the Official Year Book, 1922, at page 685. 

Tablelands. 
Most of the rugged portions of the State are contained in the tableland 

divisions and, although extensive plateallx exist, considerable areas are rock­
stTewnand not adaptable to agriculture. Hence grazing has remained the 
staple industry, although many faTmers combinu agricultme with grazing~ 
and l-aTge areas are cultivated in suitable localities. The Tainfall is ample 
throughout -and the headwaters of most of the principal rivers make this a 
well-watel.'edregion. 'Railway.conununications are good, but, on the whole. 
Fettlement is sparse, fewedlourishing'towns exist than on the coast, and small 

-
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settlements are rarer because lands suitable fur intense farming are more 
scattered. Neit.her rlairying nor agriculture has been developed, and pastoral 
pursuits. alone are extensive. 

The f<?llowlog t.able provirles an analysis of the number and tellure of 
rural holdings in the t.hree main divisions of the 'l'a11elands as at 30th June, 
1924:-

~-, 

Division of 
Tableland. 

I I 
Al'ea of land occnpied in Holdings of 1 acre find 
upwarl1s for agricultural and pastoral purpose"!. 

* See explauation, page 717. 

1 
Area of 

Alienated 
Land 

suitable 
for culti­
vationt· 

While the proportion of land occupied in each rli,i~ion varies from 80 per 
cent,. in the northern t.o 68 per cent. in the central, and 79 per cent. in the 
sout.hern tablelands, rural settIl'ment is densest in the central dist,rict.s, 
whieh were the first.to be cccupi~d. Less than one-half of the total area oUhe 
tableland division is aliel'ated, and nearly two-fifths of thc area occupied is 
owned by the Crown, The system 01 private-renting is much less extensive than 
in the coastal districts, only 5'G per cfmt. cf the area alienated, or 3'6 per cent. 
of the total arett occnpicn, being held in this IV,ty. In addition, thpre were 
414 share-farmers on 270 holrlings, comprif'ing ;\1,051 acres of cultivatinn 
and 9,709 acres of dairy farms. As in the coastal division the proport.ion of 
nlienated limd Ruitable for cultivation is very flmall, but (";nly about 25 per 
cent. of the arable land was cultivated in 1923-24. 

The main purposes for which holdinge. were used in each divi"ion of t.he 
tablelands during 1\l23-24 ale shown in the following t.able ;-. 

i Numher of Holdings. 

rnJ'pose. 
l-----------------~ 

Tutal. Northern I Central I Southern I 
Tableland. Tahlelalld.! Tableland. 

A~riculture only ------'----:'-~A-I~II 1,:;8'1 r-~-1-18---'-----I-,-8-42-
Dairying only lOS 60 !l6 264 
Grazing only .. , , ,.. 2,('77 2,98~) 2,r95 ,,661 
Agriculture and Dairying .. i 165 ;)29 63 547 
Agriclllt1l1e and Gr;.zillg 8~0 2,721 640 4,241 
Dairying and (;razing ,.. ... ... U7 I 144, !'i8 :~69 
Agricult\1rE', Dairyill¥. and Orazi. g .. I U:3 26;: 68 476 
Poultry, n~es, Pi~s, c~ ,.... ... .. I :~ I 41 I 7 1 51 
Unoccupie,l an,llIs d fJ\' o:her purpos s .. ! __ ':;2 1 ___ ~-=--1~ __ 1~1 _____ 673_ 

Total... . .. 1 :3,9~(j I S,355 I 3,7!l3 I 16,124 

Gr:lzing"pursuits predominate throughout, but a considera.ble proportion 
of the holdings is used for agricultuf<1l purposes. 

A statement relating to the whole tableland division and showing the 
number and extent of alienated holdings of various sizes, together with 
t~lCir total value and tl:e area of Crown lands attached to tht'm on 30th June, 
1922, w~.s published in the Official Year Book, 1922, at page 687. 

d 
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TV estern Slopes. 
The divisions of the Western Slopes contain gently undulatin~lands with 

it westerly trenrl, watered hy the upper COurS(,8 of the inland ri~ers, and an 

adequate and regubr rai-nfall. These fertile areas are emineiltly suita,ble 
for agriculture and are the most productive portions of the interior. As yet 
they are only sparsely settled, and very great. development is possible. 

The area, number, anrl tenure of rural holdings in t1w various distriets of 
the Western Slopes as at 30th June, 1924, are shown below:-

Di\"i::iion of Slopes. 

II [Area of I~and occupied in Holdings of 1 acre and A.rea of 
Holdings ,upwa.rds for Agricultural and Pastoral purposes. Al~~~Jed 

A~~!~~f 11 ac~! alldl ___ A~ena~~_* ___ 1 I 8Uif~~If} 
Dl\lSlOD'1 upwards, 1 [-. I Crown Total. Cultiva. 

Fre,hold PrIvate I Total. Lands. t- • 
Rented. IOn. 

I 
acres. acres. acres. acres. acres. I ac;~~. No. 

North Western ... i 9,193 4,629 
~entral \vestern"I' 7,8391 4,650 

000 
5,268 
5,086 
7,251 

OUO 
187 
216 
32;3 

acres. 
000 

5,455 
5,302 
7,574 

000 
2,754 
1,483 
1,563 

000 
8,209 
6,785 
9,137 

000 
1,5l(} 
3,456 
3,893 Sout.h \Vestern... 11,230 8043 

- 'I 
---,---I----~---I---- -----------

Total ... [ 28,262117,322117,6051 726 18,331 5,800 24,131 8,859 

• Sce explanation page 717. 

In relation to area, settlemed is most dem>e on the South Western Slope, 
but the highest proportion of occupied land is again greatest in the northern 
districts. The proport.ion of Crown lands occupied is 21 per cent. of the 
total; the sY8tem of private renting is less extensive than in the coastal 
or tahleland districts, the area private rented being only 4 per cent. of the. 
total area ditmated and 3 per cent.. of the area occupied. The area of 
arable land is very considerable, constituting over -12 per cent. of the total 
area of alienated land considered suitable for cultivation in the State. Almost 
50 per cent. of the private lands of the division are arable, and this proportion 
is ::s great as 65 per cent. in the Central Western Slope. Over 29 per cent. 
of the arable land in alienated holdings in the Slopes division was under crop 
in 1923-24. 

The following statement shows the principal purposes for which rural 
holrlingg were used in the Western Slopes Division in 1923-24 :-

Number of Holdings in Division~ 

:e~~~~n ~:~'tt;~~ ",~~f:::' r1- - Total. 
Slope. Slope. St~pe-. ; 

Purpose. 

-_._-----;----
Agriculture only 558 492 1,312 I 2,362 
Dairying on Iv ... 38 15 47 100 
Grazing only' ... 1,791 760 1,901 4,452 
Agriculture and Dairying 309 24 143 476 
Agriculture and Grazing 1,615 3,139 I 4,050__ 8,834 
Dairying and Grazing 60 7 135 202 
Agriculture, Dairying, and Grazing 133 71 268 ii 472 
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, etc.... ...... II 2 9 22 
Unoccupicd and used for Other purposes'''I __ ~---l~I __ ~ ___ 40: 

, Total... ... ... ... _." 4,629 4,650 _ 8,043 . 17~32_ _ 

.Mixed farming-agricultural and gra7.ing--is the principal rural activity, 
but grazing predominates on the North-western ~lofe, where the arable 

-



-

734 NEW SOUTIiWALES eFFI(JIAL 'YEAB BOOK. 

lands are relatively of small extent. The number of holdings used for 
a.gricultural pur.poses only is important,but dairying and small farming are 
not extensive. 

The number and extent of alienated holdings of various sizes, together 
with their total value and the area of Crown lands attached to them, were 
shown in a statement relating to the whole of the\Vestern Slopes Division 
in the Official Year Book, 1922, page 689. 

Plains ant! Riverina. 
The Phinsof the Central Division, including the Riverina, constitute the 

<eastern portion of a remarkable extent of almost level country, stretching from 
the last hills of the Western Slopes to the westprn boundary of the State, with 
.an average width of 120 miles. They comprise the grtat sheep districts of 
the State and about 40 per cent. of the agricultural lands. Generally speaking, 
they are not well watered, the average rainfall is low, and its intermittency 
is a source of frequent loss. They are tmver,;cd by thc western rivers in 
their lower courses, but their flow js ir-regular and, on account of their few­
ness, tbey do not supply water to a very extensive arca. Railway facilities 
are not so good as in the more easterly district~, but they are being improved 
€teadily, particularly in the Riverina. Communication and transport to 
()Utlyillg districts depend mostly on motor cOllveyances, and h0rse-drawn 
~oaches and waggous. Arte~ian water underlies a comiderablr area on the 
north, and bores serve to supply permanent water in a number of localities; 
in the south, sub·artesian bores are of great practical lltility. 

The fonowing table ~how3 the number, tenure, and t'xtent of holdings 
()ccupied for agricultural and pastoral purposes in the divI!3ion on 30th June, 
1924:-

I 
Area of La.nd occupied in Holdings of 1 acre and 
upwards for Agricultural o.nd Pastoral Purposes. 

Plains of C£'1tral I Total 
Divbioll, ti~'~:i~~. 

Total. 

~O~d~~;eS __________ ,--__ -.-__ _ 

and Alienated. * I 
upwards. ---.,.,-----c--- Orown 

Area of 
aHenated 

LAnd 
suitable 

for 
Cultiva­

tion. 

North ... 
Central... 
Riverina 

I 
Freehold. Plivate Total. 

I
· I I Lands. 
rent~d. i 

I 
acres. I No. acres. acres II acrep. 1 aores. acres. acres. 

000 , 000 000 000 1 000 000 000 
... 9,5?0 I 2,OH ~,8~:{ n 60 I ~,953 3,6.;3 7,~(l6 915 
••• 1 14,600 I 2,237 D,It)3 ,,01 1 0,454 I 8,114 13,068 2,1l0 
. .. 1 16,708 I 7,:!32 1l,79S _ 532 1~2,33~1 3,6741 16,004 5,501 

Total ... 1 40,858111,5131 20,844 893 1 21,737 I 15,441 1 37,178 8,526 

• See explanatiQn page 717. 

The existence of fi elos~ly-settled but comp:uatively Kmall area of irrigated 
lantls in the. Riverina exaggerr.tes the apparellt df'nsity of settlement in that 
division. Little more than one-llalf of the total area occupied has been 
alienuted,blltwhile the proportion alienated is 52 per cent. of the total 
area in the northern districts it is 77 per cent. in the Riverina, where the 
land is more productive. 

The area held llnder the .,system Qf"private-renting is of small extent. being 
less than 5 per cent. of the total area alienated. The area of Crown lands 
occupied is 'very considerable in aU divisions, but in the central districts 
it greatly exceeds the area of occupied alienated lands. 

J 
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Share-farming is not ext.e:nstve in the north, but in ihe Riverina 334 holdings 
are occupied by 540 share-lalmcTil j wno had 147,517 fWrC$l11 cultivation in 
1923~24 ill additiOil to 2,131 IWtes 01 drury farm'S. Only 23 per cent,. 01 the 
alienated land in the Northern Plains is cOrle:idered ar:tble, but the proportions 
in the Central Platns and Rivcrina are 39 and 45 per ccnt. respectively. 

The following table shows the main purposes for which the holdings in the 
above table wcre usetl ill 1923-:24:-

Furpose. 

Agriculture only 

Dairying only ... 

Grazing only ... 

Agriculture and Dairying 

Agl'iculture and Graziilg 

Dairying and Grazing 

Agriculture, Dairying, ~nd Grazing 

I 
Number of IIoldings in Plains of Oentral Division. 

North. centr~~iverina. L Total • 

.. I 
I 

31 

11 

1,274 

3 

1361 

2 

7 

92 

8 

1,589 

3 

473 

2,174 

49 

1,254 

231 

3,134 

57 

121 

2,2!)7 

6S 

4,117 

237 

4,274 

60 

132 : I 
Poultry, Bees, Pigs, etc. 1 I 2 3 

Unoccupied and used for other purposes:: 48 ~.; 210 I 325 

Total... 2,044 2.2371-7,m-,1l,~ 
I I 

While grazing, wlth a very little mixed-fa,rming and agriculture, predomin­
ates in the northern districts, agriculture assumes increasing importance in 
the south nntil, finally, combined with grazing, it predominates in tne 
Rivcrina. On the irrigated lands of the Murrumbidgee a conEiderablE' 
number of holdingR are used for small farming, and this accounts for the 
greater part of the holdings nsed for agriculture only and for dairying in the 
Rivel'ina. Nevertheless, t,akillg into account the areas ~hown in the previous 
table, tho existence of agricultural pursuits is seen to haw a very pronounced 
effect on the density of settlement. 

The number, tot~l area of alienated land and of Crown lands attached, 
and the 'value of alienateClland 111 rural holdings in the plains of the Central 
Divisiol (imhding the Riverina), a~ at 30th June, 1922, were shown in the 
Official Year Book, 1922, pnge 692. 

Western dJivision. 
It would appear th~t the plains of the "\Yestern Division, one-third 

o£ which f'eceivcs less than 10 inches of rain per year and practically 
the whole of 'the retnainder less than 15 inches, will never be dev"eloped 
tnto a productivctegion maintaining a popUlation Commemmrate with 
its area. While the floils are uniformly !fertile, the lack of rain,per­
manent water and grasses, and the high rate of evaporation, ranging 
up to 90 inches per yeat, render it 'Unproductive in a high degree. 
Except On.11 few' ·small irrigated careas there is scarcely a sign of agricultnre 
or d<l,iryin~l and by ·TOO'!!ol1 'Of the smlin rain1al1, the sheep·carrying capacity 
of the landisonlyahotlttrne.ft'ith as .grea:tal3 that of thepll1ins further,cast.; 
hut the clim:ate iSw'elllluite'd totilePl'ofluction of.high~gl'ade merinos. Jtis 
a lonely region for the 11lost,pal'toccupied in large-holdings on a hmg lease 
tenure. It presents an immense field for scientific dcy('lopment, but it1S 
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possibilitieR :uc problematical. Whether irrigation from the Murray and the 
vast lake-reservoirs of the South Darling, or in the artesian water zone of the 
north, combined with dry-farming methods will render any extensive areas 
adaptable to agriculture, or whether water and fodder conservation will 
render it capable of maintaining large numbers of sheep and suitable for 

,closer settlement, remain questions which are not likely to arise seriously 
until the more attractive easterly regions have made very great advances 
in settlement. It is contended, however, that in the south there are large 
areas which only require railway facilities to render them profitable for agri­
culture. At present, excluding the mining districts, it is a vast region 
comprising two-fifths of the area of the State, producing less than one-seventh 
of the pastoral produce, but practically nothing besides, and supporting 
only 21,000 persons (one person to 6 square miles) or one-hundredth part 
of the population of the State. Near the western boundary, however, 
is situated one of the richest silver-lead fields of the world, which supports 
in the large mining town of Broken Hill, a population of 22,700 persoll8. 
In the eastern part of thc division exist extensive copper deposits, which 
formerly maintainE'd thriving settlements at Cobar, Canbelego, al,d Nymagee. 
For the rest, the division possesses only one town, Bourke, with a population 
exceeding 1,000, five exceeding 500, and about twenty smaller township~, 

The following table shows the number and extent of holdings in the Western 
Division as at 30th June, 1024 :-

I East of Darling. West of Darling. 

Area Series (alienated and ------
Crown lands combined). 

No. of I Area of No. of I Area of 
Holdings. Hoidings. Holdings. Holdings. 

Acres. Acres. I Acres. 

1- 3,000 340 119,356 154 87,683 

3,001- 10,000 89 583,787 70 I 495,021 

10,001- 20,000 159 2,282,449 III 1,464,210 

20,001- 50,000 211 6,389,833 173 5,288,091 

50,001-100,000 61 4,172,107 52 3,759,132 

Over 100,000 92 20,883,884 99 32,086,067 

", Total ... 952 34,431,416 659 43,180,204 

Aithough the area west of the Darling constitutes more than one·half cf 
the total area occupied, the number of holdings in all groups is less than in 
the eastern sector. Nearly 70 per cent. of the total area is occupied by 191 
holdings~xceeding 100,000 acres in extent. 

The total area of alienated land in the rural holdings in the Western Division 
is only 1,717,036 acres and of this 41,316 acres are privat.ely rented. The totaJ 
area of Crown lands in ruritl holdings is 75,894,584 acres. Of the total area 
of land occupied only 6,171 acres were under crop in 1923-24, althollgh 
116,139 acres were considered by the occupiers to be suitable for cultivation. 
The unimproved value of 'the alienated land was returned as £879,380 and 
the improved value as £2,328,370. 

s 
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VALUE OF MACHINERY USED IN RURAL IN DUST1l,IES. 

A comparison of the value of farming implements and machinery in use 
during various years since 1901 is shown in the following table, allowance 
being made for depreciation :--' 

Season Farming. 

------',----;:£~- : £ 

1900-01 
19J5-06 
1910-11 
1915-16 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 

2,06.5,780' 237,220 
2,557,260 365,440 
3,414,620 534,740 
5,362,030 570,950 
6,128,750 812,070 
7,120,380 910,260 
7,884,710 1,042,100 
8,536,170 1,124,960 
8,799,350 1,038,380 

Pastoral.' 

£ 
754,0.'50 

1,120,990 
1,483,080 
2,015,050 
3,016,070 
3,141,030 
3,419,040 
3,816,250 
3,825,920 

Total Value; 

£ 
3,057,050 
4,043,690 
5,432,440 
7,948,030 
9,956,890 
11,171,670 
12,345,850 
13,477,380 
13,713,650 

• Includes in many cases farming i:n,ple:nents used on pastoral holdings. 

AGRICULTURAL AND PASTORAL LABOUR. 

Particulars of persons above the age of 14 years permanently emp10yed in 
farm work on a rural holding are collected annually. These are classified 
according to status, and the amount of the salaries and wages paid to those 
employees in receipt of rennmeration is also ascertained. Returns were also 
obtained in 1923-24 concerning temp:->rary bands employed during harvesting 
and shearing operations, or by contractors doing rural work, or engaged 
in other work. There arc manv workers who earn their livelihood from 
such casual employment, but o,;ing to the difficulty of tra6ng individuals 
theix numbers cannot be stated. I il 1923-24, however, tl:e amount of wages 
paid to easual employees wa" about 40 per cent. of that paid to permanellt 
employees, who numbered 35,292. Persons principally engag€d in domestic 
work are excluded from account. The numhers of perwns permanently 
cmployed in farm work on rural holdings during the year cuded 30th June, 
1924, are shown below together with the amount of wages paid to permanent 
and casual employees during the year :-

Capacity. 

... ... ... Owners, Lessee8, and Share Farmers 
Permanent Employees receiving wage 
Relatives not receiving wage3 '" 

.s ... ... 

Total 
Wages paid {including value of board 

Permanent Employees 
Casual Employees ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 
and lodging) :--
... ... ... 
... ... . .. 

Males. 

No. I 
68,218 [ 

34,155 

I 
17,979 

120,352 
£ 

6,072,880 
2,458,578 

Females. 

No. I 
1,305 
1,137 I 

12,828 I 

15,270 I 
10:'610 

13,164'1 

Total. 

No. 
69,523 
35,292 
30,807 

135,622 
£ 

6,179,490 
2,471,742 

Of the relatives not receiving wages, 8,312 males and 11,1108 females above 
the age of 14 years were employed in the coastal districts, where dairying is 
the principal farming activity. This accounts for nearly 89 perci.'nt. of the 
number of females employed; the remainder of the female relatives employed 
Were uniformly distributed over the other divisions of the Statc. 

The total amount of wages paid to permanent employees during the ycar 
was £4;621,331, in addition to board and lodging, etc., valued at £1,558,159, 
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or a total of £6,179,490,the average remuneration being £178 per annum 
to males and £94 per annum to females. Xhe wages paid to casual employees 
amounted to :£2,095,068 in addition to ".keep," valued at £376,674. 

RURAL FINANCE. 

The problem of promoting effeetive rural settlem:mt in New South Wales 
for many years has been aBsociated,closelywith that of rural finance. While 
comparatively {ewsettlers have been possessed of sufficient capital to pur­
chase land outright from the Crown, there has been a general desire to acquire 
a freehold tenure, neither private nor State tenallcyproving popular. More­
over, the proper de:velopment of rural holdings .requires the investment of 
much capital 'for lengthy periods, and facilities ;for temporary financial 
accommodation, particularly during periods of drought. 

The Land Act of 1861, aiming to encou.ragethe settlement of an agri­
cultural population besideth6 pastoral lessees, introduced " free selection 
before survey " and sales of Crown land by deposit and instalments with 
conditions as to residence, etc. By this means much more land was sold 
in the next twenty-three years than was sold at auction, and since 1889 
alienation has been almost exclusively by conditional purehase. Beyond 
the introduction of this plan of selling Crown lands on terms, little was done 
to provide financial aid for settlers until the end of the last century, when 
the agricultural and dairying industries were developing, and droughts were 
destroying settlement. 

In 1899 an Ad,-ances to Settlers Board was appointed by the Government 
to ,make .loans to Jarm~:ms innecessitoufl circumstances or embarrassed by 
droughts. Advanc~were limited to £200 for a term of ten years at 4 per 
cent. interest. The scope of the Act was widened in Hl02 when the Board 
was empowered. to make advances to farmers for any .approved purpose up 
to £500, repayable within thirty years. 

In 1907 the functions of the Board were taken OVff by the Commissioners 
ofthilGovernment Savings Bank, and the limit of individual advances was 
raised to £2,000. By 1921, when the Rural Bank was established to carry 
on and extend the work, the outstanding adyances amounted to £3,250,000, 
secured by mortgages:frolll 7,000 borrowers. In all, 25,753 advances amount­
ing to £12,040,601 had been made to 30th June, .1924. 

In 1901 a Closer Settlement policy was introduced by the Government, 
with a view to acqlliringand subdividing large estates and leases suitable 
for closer settlement. Operations under this scheme commenced actively 
in 1905 and by 30th June, 192!1, an area of 3,798,493 acres had been acquireg 
at a capital cost of £13,719,343 and allotedin 7,707 farms. In addition, 
at 30th June, 1924, about 2,300,000 acres comprised in large holdings within 
15 miles of railway lines, contemplated or recently constructed, were under 
proclamatiop, limiting the value at which they might be resumed by the 
Government £'or purposes of closer settlement. 

In April, 1923, the Rural B3.nk inaugurated a schem.e of advancing money 
for the purchase of farms created by subiivision. This is referred to On 
page 740. . 

. Of s'milar character to the schemes of closer settlement was the entry 
by the· Government upon a'Wheme of irrigatiDninconnection with· the 
Murrumbidgee River (in :Hl(6) to provide ultimately anent 5,000 farlll8. 
Here settlers are· assisted 'financially 'and by the 'provision (f factories ,to 
handle their products. Another large irrigation scheme has been initiated 
in connilction with the .~OOry _:>Ri'Vter. i'rhe.tGo.HcI'llmtl'nt ~aJ.se ;undert4kes 
to'iinalWC theilDlls1iruction (if .~11Dwl:!of'QS, weills,'etc"when B¢ttle~s ~,il!fe 

s 
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wiUingctio:mamgethem; and in some ea'Scs, torep~y bY'instahnentis the capitaL 
cost. rhe -amount expended' by the GoVernment' on water.' conservation 
and irrigation projects for farm purpooesis shown on page 481 of this· Year 
Book. 

The marketiugdifficulties of;t.he Wax' pecibtt rrMesst1Ja.tooa. furthel'.!!.xf,ension 
oI' Government a'Ctivity. 'J1li{l' disposal of 1M3'!! oJ: tho primary prod:uet'g-. 
came within the purview of legislation! partiy to assist settlers in their 
difficulties, and partly to secure, contr-Ot of supplies necessary for prosecuting 
the war. All GO'lernmerrt control, how\3¥er, had ceased' by 1921. 

In 1915 C3rtain schemes of limited s:.ope .were initiated bytheD~partments 
of Lands alld Agriculture .to· assist farmers by loa-ns .to cultivate new a.reas 
and to rolievc necessitous farmers. During' the severe drought of, 191il"-2O' 
a sum of £2,000,000 was made availwble' by two special local loans to arsist 
farmers whose ordinary commercial credit bad been destroyed by the bad 
seasons. These advance:o were administered by tho Rural Industries Board,. 
i:lstituted in December, 1919. Particulars of thEse oferations are sLown 
below. 

Rural Credit and Comnmnity Sptttemcnt SchwU'. 
In 1920 and 1921 a Select Committee of the Legislative Council sat under 

the chairmanship of Sir Joseph Carruthers to i!lquire into tbe condition 
of the agricultural industry in Kew South Wales. Among other matters 
exl':austivelv analysed was the system of -rural finance. The Committee 
found !he ~xisting system of rur~il finance deficient in ccrtain respeetll and 
recommendeu its improvement along co-operative lines. 

During 1922 a Bill was prepared and submitted to Parliament by the former 
chairman of the Committee with a view to providing an efficient system of 
rural credit on co-operative principles, and to stimulating local development 
through community settlement. The scheme put. forward provided for 
lo('ul eo-operative societies and unions, and an e-xtensive educational cam­
paign was arranged> through a series of conferences in the country districts 
to explain the' proposed measure and to prepare the way for its adoption. 

This Bill was amended extensively and its provisiom:-cnlarged to embrace 
a complete scheme of cO-DperatioI'-~became law at the close of 1923. The 
keynote of the Echeme is the formation of new organisations as corporate 
bodies with limited liability. The purposes for which wcietieB may be formed 
include the provision of rural credit, the promotion of community settle­
ment and development, ~nd co-operative trading, marketing and transport. 
A rurd co-operative association' consisting of registHcd co-oferative societies 
may be formed for tho purposes of doing anything that a comy:onent society 
may do, of supervising the affairs of member-socioties D.I'-d of promoting 
co-operation. 

Advances by Rural IndustJies Board. 
The Rural Industries Board was formed on the 1st December, 1919, 

(a) to take over, consolidate and collect all advances by the State for 
drought relief, seed wheat and clearing land since 1915, and 

(b) to extend the scope of Delief given to necessitous fal'mer:s. 
The total expenditure by the Board to nhe 30th June, 1925, was £2,868,985. 

This included purchases of stocks of supplies. 
The amount advanced from 1915 t@ 1919 under all schemes controI~d 

by the Departments of Lands and Agricuiture was £437,006. Of this £259,794 
Was repaid oJ' othetwise adjusted, leaving debits amounting to about £177,000 
taken over by the Rural Industries Board. The advances actually granted 
t() farmel's by the Board £rom 1919 to 1925 totalled £2,319,291, making a 
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grand total in all schemes of £2,756,297. Of this sum £2,394,271 had been 
repaid up to the 30th June, 1925. Of the outstanding balance about £300,000 
will not falldue for repayment until 1926. 

Originall)f operations were restricted to assisting wheat-growers, but in 
1920 assi&tance was also afforded to dairy-farmers and small graziers. Of 
the amount expended in 1923-24 a sum of £25,180 was granted to dairy­
farmers through the agency of co-operative dairy companies. Thesil 
companies were made responsible for repayment of the principal and interest. 
By the 30th June, 1925, £23,440 of the principal had been repaid .. 

Farmers are charged interest on the amounts advanced at the rate of 6 per 
cent.; in some cases this has been increased to 7 per cent. The amount 
collected from this SOlJ.rce to the 30th June, 1925, was £163,252. The amount 
of bad debts written off to the same date was £10,158. 

'l'he cost of administration in 1924-25 was £12,337, but thi, sum i· not 
debited to the farmers. 

The expenditure by the Rural Industries Board between 1st December, 
191~, and 30th .inne, 1925, was distributed as follows ;-

Seed Wheat 
Fodder 
Stores, &c. 
Fallowing Allowances 

Expenditure. 
£ 

723,586 
1,403,300 

683,674 
58,425 

£2,868,985 

Considerable stocks of fodder were on hand and in transit in June, 1920, 
when the drought broke. Part of this was distributed to farmers for fallowing 
purposes and the balance was otherwise disposed of to the best advantage 
by sale. 

During 1923-24 adverse conditions prevailed over a considerable area 
of the State and applications for assistance were granted to 2,036 farmers, 
involving an expenditure of £169,738. In 1924-25 a sum of £74,920 was 
advanced to 779 farmers. The estimated area planted as a result of this 
assistance was 400,000 a~res in 1923-24, and 200,000 acres in 1924-25. 

Fallowing allowances in re'p:ct of 55,520 acres were granted to the ext?nt 
of £13,882 in 1923-24, and £17,856 in respect of 69,584 acres in 1924-25. 

Advances bl! the Rural Bank. 

Under authority of the Government 8avings Bank (Rural Bank) Act, 
1920, steps were taken early in 1921 to establish a rural bank in New South 
Wales. The new bank'was placed under the direetion of the Commissioners 
of the Government Savings Bank, and it continued on an extended basis the 
operations of the Advanc~s to Settlers Department, which were di~cohtinued. 

The primary object of the bank is ·to afford more extensive financial 
assistanc~ to primary producers than is usually obtainable from other 
institutions, and thus to promote rural settlement and development. 

The Commigsioners are empowered to ma.ke advances upon mortgage of 
land in fee·simple, and of land held under conditional purchase or lease, 
settlement purchaee or lease, and homestead grant or ~elect.ion. The advances 
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are made to repay existi.ng encumbrances, to purchase lund, to effect im· 
provements, to utilise resources, or to build homes. By this means material 
assistance is afforded both to prospective and to established settlers. 

Funds are obtainahle from depo:;its at current account., fixed deposits, and 
the issue of deposit stock, rural ba,uk debentures, and inscribed stock Interest 
is allowed on fixed deposits at current bank rates, and current aCcOlmts arEl 
subject to trading bank conditions. 

Loa,ns are made ouly to persons engaged in primary production, or in 
closely-allied pursuits. The loans are of three kinds-(a) Overdrafts on 
current account with interest at the rate of 6i per cent.; (b) instalment 
loans, repayable by equal half-yearly insta.lments of interest at 6!'per cent. 
and principal extending over thirty-one years; and (c) fixed loans for limited 
terms. The security required may be land, either freehold or held under 
any Crown tenure, stock, plant, crops, wool, etc. 

The Commissioners are empowereil to make advances to assist the sub­
division of large estates. Accordingly, loans up to EO per cent. of the 
market value of farms are made on lands which have a freehold or certificated 
conditional purchase title, and are partially improved. Individual loans, 
however, are limited to a maximum of £2,000. In order to facilitate negotia­
tions of sale, the Bank, after inquiry, iEsues certificates either to vendors or 
purchasers as to the amount it is prepared to advance 011 any land. 

More than 140 branches of the Bank have been opened throughout the 
State, usually in conjunction \vith a branch of the Savings Barik. 

At 30th June, 1925, the amount of deposits with the Rural Bank was 
£1,406,401 at current account and £2,48·1,979 at fixed deposit, while out­
standing advances amounted to £8,605,031. 

The following table shows the transactions in long term and fixed loans 
by the Rural Bank in 1921-22, 1922-23, and 1923-24 in comparison with 
those of the Advances to Settlers Department in previous yeaTS :-

Yf.~I\r 
ended 
~oth 
.Tune. 

1911* 

1913~ 

1915 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1()23 

1924 

Advances Made. Repayments. 

Number. I Total 
Amount. I Average. Number·1 

Total 
Amount. 

838 

1,386 

860 

589 

£ 

331,693 

771,272 

387,715 

260,255 

1,102 I 6!2,170 

1,365 I 813,525 

1,77411,340,490 

1,110 \ 725,315 

1,081 I 888,479 

:., I 7431 
556\ 4141 

451 I 436
1 

442! 520 I 

583\ 819! 

5961 5771 

756' 433 

633 [ 508\ 

822
1 500 I 

£ 

185,420 

116,476 

171,61 i 

204,558 

338,035 

293,540 

238,987 

297,375 I 
315,0491 

I 
"Wist Dcceml>er. 

Balances Repayable. 

I 
Number. I 

\ 

Total 
Amount. \ Awrage. 

3,754 

5,094 

5,860 

6,171 

6,454 

7,242 

8,583 

9,185 

9,766 

: I 

11'007:'3591 
2,051,132 i 

12,514,0781 
I ' 
i 2,5£9,751 I 
I I 
'1

2,lI03,886 I 
3,423,871 I 

I . I 

I ::::::~:; I 
I I i 5,526,744 I 

£ 

2f6 

403 

429 

421 

449 

473 

527 

539 

566 



-
74:a NBW SOUTH W .A.LB~ OJi'Ji'IOIAL Y/UB BOOK. 

In addition, short-term loans in the natum of overdraft I1re provided by 
the Rural Bank t.o settlers or persons carrying on illdustries ill1mcdi~tely 
associated with rural pursuits. Partipulars of these are shown below:~ 

Y"ll!rf'looed 
20tb.June. 

1922 
1!t23 
Hl24 

I 

Advances made dur~ng y:eax. 

I
, AdntIlces current at ~d af 

ye:;r., 

No. '~~A-m-ou-n-t-. ~-I-~ --I-~~Ill~~~ 

£, 
1,883 980,375 
1,565 794,499 
1,827 1,~1,335 

1,364 II 

2,743 
4,205 I 

£ 
728,584 

1,381,113 
2,144,,33,3 

--~-----~~-- -~~--~ 

The amount due to depositors at 30th June, 192,1 was £3,103,072 . 
. The net profit of the Bank for the year 1923-24 was £30,500, which was 

added to the reserve fund, making it £189,966. 

Ot7cr AJwnccs to Settlers. 

PaJ'ticulars 01 ihe !lumber and anHJ11nt of )x,gistered loalls nmde on the 
securitY' of live,stcck, w~)ol, and growing crops are puLlished on page 554 of 
this Year Book. Dunng 1921 the number of such advn,nccs wa~ l3,330, and 
the total consideration £3,244,554. 
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LAND LEGISLATION ANI} SETTLEMENT 

AREA OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

THE area of New South Wales, including Lord Howe Island (5 square 
miles) and the Federal Capital Territory (about 940 square miles), as 
stated previously in this Year Book, is estimated at 310,372 square miles, 
or 198,638,080 aCl'es, being a little over two and a half times the combined 
area of Great Britain and Ireland. Excluding-the surface covered by rivers 
and lakes, etc. (2,969,080 acres), the land area within the boundaries of the 
State is 195,669,000 acres, or about 305,733 square miles. The formal transfer 
on 1st January, 1911, of 583,660 acres at Yass-Canberra, and of 17,920 
acres at Jervis Bay in 1915, to the Commonwealth Government as Federal 
Capital Territory, reduced the land surface 0'£ the State to 195,067,420 acres. 

LAND ADl\UNISTRATION. 

At the ioundaction of the Colony in 17813, the whole of the lands of the 
State vested In the British Crown. 

The administration of public lands passed entirely under local control 
by virtue of the Constitution Act on the establishment of responsible 
government. in 1856. Since that year the administration has been directed 
by a Secretary lOT Lands, who is a member of the State Parliament and of 
Cabinet. A Department of Lands was created and a permanent Under­
Secretary appointed, with tdefuled powers subordinate to those of the 
Minister. This system of administration may be defined as political control 
through a permanent salaried staff. 

Control of the lands of the Western Division is vested in the Western 
Land Board, consisting of three commissioners. 

The Eastern and Central Divisions are subdivided into ninety-two Land 
Districts, in each of which is stationed a Crown Land Agent, whose duty it 
is to receive applications and furnish information regarding land. Groups 
of these districts are arranged in larger areas, under the control of thiTteen 
10001 Land BoaTds. These Boards, sitting as open courts, hear and deter­
mine, in the first instance, many millo'!' matters as provided by the Act and 

. Regulations. 

Land amil Valuatioo Court. * 
A Land and Valuation Court, whose awards and judgments have .the 

same force as those of the Supreme Court, was constituted in 1921 in con­
tinuance of the Land Appeal 'Court_ To tmsCourt. are referred appeals, 

• Fur,ther ,parliculAPScl.LocaI.Land Boards. and of ihe LandJtlld Valuation Comt, Are puhlished on. 
P,"'" 2f>9 of this Year Book. 

.. 
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references, and a number of other matters under the Crown Lands Acts, the 
Pastures Protection Act, the Closer Settlement Acts, the Water Act, the 
Public Roads Act, and certain other Acts. • 

Territorial Divisions. 

The State is divided, for administrative purposes, into three territorial 
divisions, Eastern, Central, and ",Vestern, the boundary lines running 
approximately north and south, as shown on the map in the frontispiece. 
The conditions governing alienation and occupation of Crown Lands differ 
in each of the three divisions of the State. 

The Eastern Division has an area of 60,661,946 acres (exclusive of an 
area of 601,580 acres of Commonwealth territory), and includes a broad 
belt of land between the sea-coast and a line nearly parallel to it, thus 
embracing the coastal districts of·the State, a8 well as the tablelands. In 
this division is excellent agricultural land, and it includes all the original 
{)entres of settlement most accessible to the markets of the State. 

The Central Division embraces an area of 57,055,846 acres, extending 
from north to south between the western limit of the Eastern Division and 
a line drawn along the Macintyre and Darling Rivers, Marra Creek, the 
Bogan River, across to the River Lachlan, along that river to Balranald, 
and thence to the junction of the Edward River with the Murray. The area 
thus defined contains the eastern part of the upper basin of the Darling 
River in the northern part of the State, and the basins of the Lachlan, the 
Murrumbidgee, and other affiuents of the Murray in the southern portions. 
The land in this division is still devoted mainly to pastoral pursuits, but 
about 3,000,000 acres are cultivated for wheat in a normal season. 

The Western Division is situated between the western limit of the Central 
Division and the South Australian border. It contains an area of 80,318,708 
acres, watered by the Darling River and its tributaries, and is mainly 
devoted to pastoral pursuits. Water conservation and irrigation, and rail­
way and other means of communication may ultimately make agriculture 
possible in parts of this large area, and at the present time special attention 
is being directed to this matter. However, legislation in regard to the 
occupation of the lands of the district is based UpOR the assumption that for 
many years to come there will be little inducement for agricultural settle­
ment.* 

DISPOSAL OF LANDS OF NEW SOUTH ",VALES. 

As was explained in the Official Year Book for 1923, figures formerly 
. published purporting to show the area of land alienated and in course of 
alienation were based on inaccurate information, and it was found necessary 
to discard them. The work of adjustment was both protracted and involved, 
but it has now been brought sufficiently near conclusion to permit 'the publica­
tion of a>statement compiled upon the revised baais. A few minor adjust­
mentsare 1 still necessary before the figures can be considered quite satis­
factory. 

The following table, compiled upon the new basis, provides a brief sum­
mary of the manner in which the lands of the State were held as at 30th June, 

• See also page 735. 



LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMENT. 745 

1924, distinguishing lands in the Western Division from the remainder of 
the State:-

MaRncr of Disposal. 

I 

(1) Absolutely alienated, dedicated*, &c.h 
(less area resumed for re-settlement) I ~ 

(2) In course of alienation ... ... ... ) 
(3) Virtually alienated (i.e., held underl 

perpetual, conditional, and conditional 
purchase leases) ... ... ... 

(4) Under Crown and settlement leases I 
alienable wholly or in pa.rt... ... 

(5) Under improvement, scrub, inferior 
lands and prickly'pear leases with 
limited rights of alienation _ .. 

Total area under foregoing tenures 
(6) Under other long leases with no right 

of alienation unless with approval of' 
Minister§ 

(7) Under short lease and temp,:m~ry 
tenures (annual lease, permIssIve 
occupancy and occupation license) ... 

(8) Under forestry leases, &c., wholly 
within dedicated State forests ... 

(9) Under mining leases and permits 
(lO) Reserves, dedicated State forests not 

under pastoral occupation and other 
lands neither alienated nor leased 

Total area of State 

E1.stern and 
Central 

Divisions. 

Acres. 

60,187,933 t 

18,698,589 

8,600,419 

3,867,034 

91,353,975t 

1,207,319 

6,961,067 

2,150,118 
243,632 

15,801,681t 

117,717,792 

Area. 

Western I Whole State. Division. 

Acres. Acres. 
r 

2,029,121 t ~ 41,283,395t 
L 21,177,941 

210,157 18,908,746-

8,600,419 

I 
20,448 3,887,482 

I 2,259,726 t 93,857,983t 

170,313,310 71,520,62!) 

5,033,020 1l,994,087 

2,150,llS 
lO,491 254,123 

2,702,161+ 18,259,560t 

80,318,708 198,036,500 

II: Exclusive of 5,170,265 acres of dedicated S-tute fOTest. in :Ea::!tern and Central Diyisions, and 
51,1!?O acres in ''''estern Div.i51on, considerable parts of which are covered by leases for pa!l!toral purpos~s 
and included nnder approprIate heading-s below. 

t E"'{cluRivc of land~ dedicated for public and religious pnrpoRe~, ,-1T.., 244,282 acres for the whole 
State, the d\yj,\ons of which cannot be stated. 

t Inclusive of fore,going lands dedicated fer plllJic and rtlIvlcu8 fit JTGf(~. 
~ Co;nprising special, section 18 mining', suo,",' lands, residential, 1rrigation lea,el at Hay and 

Curlwaa, and 'Vestern Lunds leases. . 

Particulars of the areas under, and the conditions attaching to, each of 
these tenures are given on later pages. The area shown above as in course 
of alienation differs slightly from the corresponding area shown in the 
" Statistical Register," because of a discrepancy in the returns upon which 
the table in the" Statistical Register" was based. 

From the standpoint of lands remaining within the disposal of the State 
for new settlement, it is important to note that the Eastern and Ct:;ntral 
land divisions embrace practically the whole of the lands in the State which 
receive an average annual rainfall of 15 inches or more, and that the rainfall 
in the Western Division ranges from that average down to 8 incp.es in the 
extreme north-west. This circumstance places important limitations upon 
the utility of lands in the Western Division, practically none of which, under 
present conditions, are utilised for agricultural purposes. It 'is sparsely 
occupied, being held in large pastoral holdings lightly stocked, and 70 per 
cent. of its total area is held in 191 holdings each exceeding 100,000 acres in 
extent. (See page 736.) 

The total area of land embraced within freeholds, dedications, purchases 
by deferred payments, and leases alienable wholly or in part at 30th .Tune, 
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i924, was 93,902,240 .acres and, of this area, nearly 91,500,000 acres wete:in 
the Eastern and Central land divisions. By reason of the indefinite natUl!6 
()f the conditions governing the conversion of leases to freehold tenures, 
it is not possible to ascertain accurately how much of the lands embraced 
in this area will not revert to the disposal of the Crown, but, assuming that 
()ne·half of the areas remaining under Crown, settlement, scrub and improve­
ment leases fulfil conditions requisite for conversion into tenures leading to 
freehold, it is estimated that the area of former Crown lands in the Eastern 
and Central Divisions placed definitely beyond State control is in the vicinity 
()f 85,000,000 acres, and probably it is appreciably more. Of the remaining 
area of about 32,000,000 acres in the Eastern and Central Divisions, about 
8,000,000 'acres are held under long lease, with no rights of conversion, and 
numbers of these revert to the Crown for disposal year by year; approxi­
mately 7,000,000 acres are held under short lease and temporary tenures, 
and the balance is comprised within reserves of various kinds-commons, 
roads, dedicated State forests not under lease administered by the Department 
of Lands, unalienated town lands, and lands neither alienated nor leased, 
including inferior Crown lands not held under any tenure. 

In the Western Division the area placed permanently beyond State control 
is approximately only 2,260,000 acres, but more than 70,000,000 acres out 
()f a total area of 80,000,000 acres are held under-long lease tenures, practically 
gIl of which expire in 1943. The area under short lease and temporary tenures 
is approximately 5,000,000 acres, and there remain nearly 1,800,000 acres 
()f unoccupied lands of low grade and about 900,000 acres of unwlienated 
town lands, commonages, beds of rivers, etc. 

It hat! been estimated that the area of land in the State unfit for occupation 
()f any sort does not exceed 5,000,000 acres. 

Alienation Prior to 1861. 
From the early days of settlement until the year 1861 the Crown disposed 

()f land, under prescribed conditions, by grant3 and by sales, so alienating, 
by the end of 186], an aggregate area of 7,146,579 acres, made up as 
follows :-

Acres. 
i. By grants, and sales by private tender to close of IS31 3,906,327 

:2. By grants in virtue of pl>omises of early Governors made prior to 1831, 
from 18:32-40 inclusive 171,071 

3. By "ales at auction, at 5s., 7s. 6d., and lOs. per acre, from 18:32-38 
inclnsi,-e ... 1,450,5()8 

4. By sales at auction, at 12 •. and upwards per acre, at Governor's discretion, 
from 1839-41 inclusive ... 371,447 

ii. By sales at auction, at 203. per acre, from 18i2-46 inclusive 20,250 

~. By saleg at auction and in respect of pre-emptive rights, from ISi7-51 
inclusive ... 1,219,375 

1. By grants for public purposes, grants in virtue of promise of Governor 
made . prior to the year IS:31, and grants in exchange for lands 
resumed from 1841-61 incluRive 7,,601 

Total area ~bwltut('Iy alienated as to 31"t December, 1861 7,14'6;579 

In the year 1861 the first Crown Lands Act was passed, and from that 
(Jate a.lie11ation was controlled by the laws of the State Government. 

Progress of Alienation. 

A brief account of the spreadi of settlement appears on page 715 of this 
Yea:r Book. Details are shown hereund.er of the areas of freehold land. resumed 
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for Hhsettl.ement oodl!'Jf the Dnlwn 11lnds 'remaining alienated, iLft"ill' ,deduoting 
the area6resumed for r6-;settlement, at intervals since 1881 ;-

-;j § freehold '" I Area of I 
rn~ resumed ...: :s I for re-set­
~ement. j 

1861) 
1871 * 
1881" 
1886* 
1891* 
1896*' 

acres. 

re!!T:ing ;II.~~ I :::orJ. ! re:~:tng 'fl-;j.~ 1 f~~~ho1~ I re~::ing 
a~soilltely , w',,,, I resm:"e~. absolutely 1m:'; resumed f?r at.solutely 
alIenated. 1 <t11;i for re se, alienated. <t1<:; re scttle alIenated. 

d ,'Ml ,tlemsnt. ~ 'ID~l1t. 

acres. II I acres. acre3., acres. acres. 
7,146,579

1
1901*1 ...... 26,407,3761191911,399,425 38,797,742 

8,630;604: 1906 j 36,719 31,362,302 1 1920 1,023,038 39,366,710 
19,615,299 :119Il I 605,641 36,234,2561 19211 1,857,216 39,679.986 
2~314.351 I 1916 11,089,079 37,783,666 il19221 2,1&9,4J6 40,133,518 
23,682,516 1917 1,183,246 38,048,4~93 J'I 1923 2,273,460 40,698,834 
24,698,195 J 1918 1 1,286,13(j 38,339,670 1 19241 2,302,(:)50 41,283,395 

'As at 31st Decenlber. 

The area shown above as remaining alienated represents lands ab30lutely 
alienated and is exclusive of lands under perpetual lease which wer.e formerly 
included in similar computations as being virtually alienated. 

The Federal Territory at Canberra, containing 173,451 acres Qf alienated land, 
was transferred, to the Commonwealth on 1st Jamlary, 1911. This area has, 
therefore, been excluded from the figures shown for 1911 and subsequent years. 
The principal method of alienation is by conditional purchase, which was intro­
duced in 1861. Lands sold by this means are not included as alienated until 
all payments have been made and deeds have been issued. For this reason 
the influence of the introduction of conditional purchases does not appear 
appreciable in the table until 1881. It is also understood that there is an 
appreciable area of land upon which all payments have been made and all 
conditions for alienation fulfilled, but, as deeds have not been issued, this area 
is included ur,der 1Jonditional purchase in course of alienation shown below. 

LAN 0 TEN U R E - 1884. 1904 1!-1924 
Aroo aj'enated ..­
Area In process of al1enatron ~ 

Area leased from Crown ~ 
Ar--ea f\elt~er allen.ated nor leased c==:=J 

1884 .1 1904 1924 
!he dlmrently shaded porDons of'!:he Graph represent the percentage or the 

total area oF New South Wales which was alienated, m process oT altenation under 
syStems or deterred payments. and held under lease !'rom !:he Crown._ _ _ .. J 

* S4787-B 
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The following table shows the areas of land alienated in New South Wales 
by each of the principal methods up to 30th June, 1924, and the area 
re-acquired for purposes of irrigation and closer (ettlement ;-

Area. 

Granted and sold by private tender and public auction 
prior to 1862 

Acres. 

7,146,579 
Sold by auction, after auction, and under deferred pay-

ment sales since 1862 11,582,217 
Sold by Improvement and Special Purchases 2,843,244 
Sold by Conditional Purchase since 1862 (deeds issued) ... 21,233,270 
Granted under Volunteer Land Regulations of 1867 172,198 
Dedicated for public and religious purposes since 1862 ... 244,282 
Sold under Closer Settlement Acts (acquired and Crown 

Lands) ... 
Suburban Holdings Purchases (deeds issued) 
Returned Soldiers' Special Purchases (deeds issued) 
Week-end Lease Purchases (deeds issued) 
Town Lands Lease Purchases (deeds issued) 
Sold by all other forms of sale 

'rotal 

Less-
Freehold land purchased for Closer Settlement 
Freehold land purchased for Irrigation 

Settlements 
Lands alienated in Federal Capital Territory 

prior to its transfer to the Commonwealth 

Land absolutely alienated as at 30th June, 1924 

Acres. 
2,089,350 

212,700 

173,451 

9,776 
1,287 

476 
8 

10 
525,549 

43,758,896* 

2,475,501 

41,283,395 

As has already been pointed out, there was, in addition, a considerable 
area of land under conditional purchase which awaited only the formality 
of the issue of deeds to make their alienation complete. This area is included 
in the following statement showing the areas in course of alienation by each 
of the principal methods as at 30th June, 1924;-

Area in co·use or Alienation. 

By Conditional Purchase 
As Settlement Purchases 
As Group Settlement Purchases 
As Group and Settlement Purchases prOVI­

sionally alloted ... 
As Suburban Holdings approved for purchase 
As Returned Soldiers' Special Holdings ap­

proved for purchase 
As Week-end Leases approved for purchase 
As Town Lands Leases approved for purchase 

Acres. Acres. 

18,122,045 
2,573,115 

410,567 

61,212 3,044,894 
7,621 

3,259 
117 

5 

Total area in course of alienation at 30th June, 1924 21,177,941 

The area of l.and shown above under the heading of settlement purchases 
relates to lands made available under the closer settlement policy inaugurated 

• Inclusive of area alienated within Federal Territory prior to 1911. 
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in 1904. This provided for the re-purchase of freehold lands and the resump­
tion of certain leases, with compensation. These, with certain adjacent 
Crown lands, were made available for purchase on easy terms in home main­
tenance areas for settlers of small means. In 1916-17 the policy of providing 
land for returned soldiers was introduced, and this led to a considerable 
expansion of clo~er settlement operations. 

Area Leased at 30th June, 1924. 
The total area of Crown lands leased in New South Wales as at 30th June, 

1924, was 117,315,604 acres inclusive of 39,545,864 acres under the Crown 
Lands Acts, 75,365,499 acres under the Western Lands Acts, 2,150,118 acres 
under the Forestry Act, and 254,123 acres under the Mining Act. The 
area under each tenure is shown below :_ 

Lease. 

Perpetual Leases--­
Homestead Farm 
Homestead Selections anC! 

Grants 
Suburbau Holdings ... 
Returned Soldiers' Special 

Holdings 
'Veek-end Leases 
Town Lands Leases ... 
Irrigation Farms (Murrum-

bidgee) 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I Town Blocks (Murrumbidgee) 
I 

Area.'" 

Acrf's. 
3,309,141 

951,594 
56,:176 

23,826 
791 
129 

116,000 
222 

Totnl 
1----
I 4,458,079 

AEe:l"Lble Leases­
Conditional Lease 
Conditional Purchase Lease ... 

Total 

i 

I 
I 

I 
I 1~3!tses aliennble wholly or in 

part­
Settlement Lense 
Crown Lease ... I 

I 
Total 1 

! -
I 
i 

Leases with limited right of 

I 
i 

alienation­
Improvement Lease ... 
Seru b Lease ... 
Inferior Lands Lease 
Prickly-pear Lease 

Total j 

14,185,024 
265,643 

14,450,667 

3,836,205 
4,764,214 

8,600,419 

2,707,312 
1,099,355 

59,787 
21,028 

:1,887,482 

i 

Lease. 

Other Long Term Leases­
Special Lease 
18th Section Lease 
Snow Lands Lease ... 
Residential Lease 
Irrigation Leases (Hay and 

Culwaa) 
Church and School Land 

Lease 
W e~tern T"ands Leases­

New ... 
Formerly under Crown 

Lands' Act 

Area.* 

795,780 
270,222 
126,020 

11,527 

13,440 

11 

20,240,506 

50,063,123 

Total : .. 71,520,629 

Short Term Leases­
Annual Lease ... 
Occupation License 
Preferential Occupation 

License 
Permissive Occupancy 

Total 

I"eased by Forestry Depart-j 
ment-

Forestry LE'ases ~md Occupa.' 

1,730,781 
5,856,740 

1,576,475 
2,830,091 

11,994,C87 

tion Permits 2,150,118 
Leased by Mines Departmont--· 

Mining Lea"e and Permit 254,123 

Grand Total ... 117,315,604 

* Includes the following tenures in Western Division,: 1,118 acres of homestead selectioI1'5 and grants, 
209,039 acrCt3 of conditional lease, 20,448 acres of improvement lease, 152 acres of special lease, 9,529 
acres of irrigation leases, 36,572 acres of annual lease, 3,459,884 acres of occupation license, 888,775 acres 
of preferential occupation license, 647,789 acres of permissive occupancies, and 10,491 acres Qf 
mining leases, b&sides the whole of the areas Shown as 'Vestern Lands leases. 

Certain of the perpetual leases, such as homestead farm, homestead selec­
tion and grant and irrigation farms, carry statutory rights of purchase, while 
practically the whole of the conditional leas 8 and conditional purchase 
leases are convertable in this way. Settlement leases and Crown leases 
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may also be converted into conditional purchases, but the area 80 converted 
in any individual case, together with other freehold, alienable, or leased lands 
with more than five years to run held by the same individual, may not exceed 
a home maintenance area as determined by the Local Land Board. Where 
there is such an excess area of lease it is converted into a conditional lease 
without any right of further conversion, and the area of unconvertable con­
ditionalleases so created is included in the total shown in the table. 

Improvement and scrub leases are granted in respect of lands which require 
improvement before being made available for original holdings. Usually 
they are held in conjunction with other lands or in considerable areas, and 
the hold<lr is given the right to apply for the conversion of sufficient to 
complete a, home maintenance area into an alienable tenure during the last 
year of the currency of the lease. The holder also has the right to sell. his 
lease, and considerable areas are transferred to persons eligible to convert. 
As a consequence, considerable areas of improvement and scrub leases do 
not again revert to the disposal of the State. 

Special leases may be purchased by their holders with the approval of 
the Minister, and so also may the residential lease. The leases under the 
Western Lands Act are all situated in the Western Division, and an area of 
approximately 70,000,000 acres revert in 1943, subject to certain powers of 
withdrawal and extension of leases exercised by the Commissioners. 

The short-term leases enumerated represent Crown lands reserved for 
various purposes, as well as lands available for settlement, but not yet taken 
up. The Forestry leases and occupation permits include only grazing 
leases which are wholly within Stlte forests, and are therefore administered 
by the Forestry Department. 

RESERVES. 

The total area of reserve i lands in the State as at 30th June, 1924, was 
19,206,926 acres. Reserves are not necessarily unoccupied, considerable 
areas being held under annual, special, scrub, or forestry leases or on occupation 
license or permissive occupancy. Such are included under appropriate 
headings in the list of leasehold tenures shown above. 

The following is a classification of reserves according to the principal 
purpose for which reserved:~ 

Olass of Reserves. 

Travelling Stock 
Water 
Mining 
Forest 
Temporary Commons 
Railway 
Recreation and Parks 
Pending Classification and Survey ... 
From Conditional Purchase, within Gold-fields 
From Sale or Lease other than Improvement Lease 
From Sale or Lease other than 18th Section Lease 

Other 

Total 

A~res. 

5,390,222 
765,214 

1,389,900 
3,412,597 

426,761 
47,673. 

237,934 
3,537,884 

612,011 
599,743 
249,308 

2,537,679 

... 19,206,92& 
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The statement printed above is only intended to give an a~proxjmate idea 
of the relative extent of reserves of various kinds, and should not be taken 
as a measure of their absolute magnitude, because con~ideI'able areas are 
reserved for mo:e than one purpo,e. For instance tCe a7ea principally 
reserved for forests is stated at onlv 3,412,597 acres, while the actual area 
of dedicated forest lands as at 30th "June, 1924, was 5,221,415 acres, and, in 
addition. 1,659,897 acres 'v ere under timber reserve, making a total of 6,881,312 
acres. Of the area dedicated, 2,150.118 acres of leases, situated entirely 
within State forests, were let to graziers by the Forestry Department, and 
fmther areas, comprising portions of leases not" holly within State forests, 
were administered by the D3partment of Lands. 

Of the total area of reserves, 13,969,793 acres, or 73 per cent., were situated 
in the Eastern and Central Divisions of the State. 

A revision of the reserved lands was made in 1923-24, with the obiect 
of withdrawing from reserve any area the continued reservation of which 
is not required in the public interest. 

AREA AVAILABLE FOR SETTLEMENT. 

The area of land within the disposal of the Crown without the necessity 
of resumptions and consequent compensation is not definitely ascertainable, 
since clauses providing for revocation or withdrawal have been inserted in 
a number of lease contracts, and considerable areas leased for long periods 
revert to the Crown periodically by the effiuxion of time. Particulars of 
those areas acre not available. 

Apart from these, however, certain lands under reserve, in addition to 
the lands compri3cd in the following short leases, may be considered to have 
beo:1 within the disposal of tho Crown at 30th June, 1924 :._ 

Under Crown Lands Acts-

Occupation license (including 44,017 acres III Western 
Division) 

Preferential occupation license '" 

Annual lease' (including 36,572 acres in Western Division) 
Permissive occupancy 

Under Western Lands Act­

Occupation licelliles 

Preferential occupation license 
Permissive occupancy 

Total: 

Area. 

Acres. 
2,440,873 

687,700 
1,730,781 

2,182,302 

3,415,867 

888,775 
647,789 

1l,994,087 

The area of land hBId under the above tenures at 30th June, 1923, was 
13,903,623 acres. 

With a yiew to classifying and bringing forward those areas which are 
suitable fo!! settlement, systematic inspections of Crown lands are made in 
each district. To meet the demand for land, 99&,519 acres, including 376,877 
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acres for returned soldiers, were made available during the year 1922-23, 
and in 1923-24 the following areas were made available for the classes of 
holdings speoified:-

For Crown Lease ... 
Homestead Farm 
Irrigation Farms and Allotments 
Conditional Purchase (original) 
Conditional Purchase and Conditional Lease 
Soldiers' Group Pnr(;hases .. , 
Settlement Purchases 
Al;ea acquired under Promotion provisivns 

of the Closer Settlement Act .. , ... 
Additional Ho~(lings (ordinary) 

For Ordinary 
Settlelncnt. 

Acres. 

493,801 
316,487 

12,797 
10,329 
2,659 

112,737 

2,795 
16G,644 

1,118,249 
Area gazette(1 prior to 30th June, 19:24, hut 

not available until after that date 81,678 

Total .. , 1,199,927 

For Returned Total. 
Soldiers. 

Acres. Acres. 

72,925 566,726 
122,;359 439,046 

12,797 
22 10,351 

2,659 
17,816 17,816 

5,028 117,765 

11,384 14, liD 
724 167,368 

2:l0,458 1,348,707 

29,355 111,033 

-----
~69,813 1,459,740 

The total areas available :i'~,. spttlement under the YHl'ious tenures on 30th 
June, 1924-, Wi're as foll~.,-·-

~-'or Ordina.ry For Returned Total. 
Settlement. Soldiers. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Ifor Crown Lease ... 1,457,816 51,200 1,509,016 

Homestead Farms 111,091 171,744 282,835 

Suburban Holdings .. , 5,497 6,497 

Condition:11 Purchase (Original) 3,595,011 3,896,011 

V'" eek-end Lea;,es 452 45:2 

Settlement Purchases 21,265 1,428 22,693 

Returned Soldiers' Special HolJings 85 85 

Additional Holding~ (Generally) 639,851 252 640,103 

----- - ----- -----
Total ... 6,130,983 224,709 6,355,692 

The area of 3,895,011 aores, shown above as available for original oonditional 
purchases, consists mostly of unclassified Crown lands of a rough and inferior 
nature. A considerable proportion of the lands oomprised in this area 
has been available for years, but has remained unselected. 

EASTERN AND CENTRAL LAND DIVISIONS. 

METHODS OF ACQUISITION AND OCCUPATION. 

The aoquisition and tenure of land in the Eastern and Central Land 
Divisions are controlled principally by the Crown Lands Act (consolidated 
in 1913) and its amendments, together with regulations thereunder. In 
addition, the Closer Settlement Acts, Returned Soldiers' Settlement Acts, 
and the Forestry, Mining, Irrigation, and Prickly Pear Destruotion Acts 
regulate certain tenures for specifio purposes. 

By these acts a great variety of tenures-more than thirty in number~ 
have been created to suit the various oiroumstanoes of the lands and settlers 
of New South Wales and the ohanging oharacter of rural settlement. 
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The principal means by which Crow'n lands in the Eastern and Central 
Divisions and lands in the Western Division remaining under the Crown 
Lands Act may be acquired, and the tenures under which they may be held, 
may be classified as follows:-

Non-Residential Tenures. Tenures involving Residential Conditions 

Methods of Absolute Alienation. 
Auction sale. 
After-auction purchase. 
Special non-competitive sales. 
Conditional purchase (40 to 320 acres) 
Exchange. 

Conditional purchase. 
Settlement purchMe. 
Returned soldiers' special holding.§ 
Improvement purchn.se on goldfields. 

Leases Alienable wholly 01' in Part. 
Con(ljtional lease. 
Settlement lease. 
Crown lease. 
Homestead farm.t 

Improyemt'nt lease. 
Scrub lease. 
Inferior lands lease. 
Specialloase.§ 
Special conditional 

320 acres). 
Annual leMo. 
Town lands lease. I 
We ... k-end l(>[tse.t . 
Prickly-pear lea'e. 

purchase lease (up Homestead selection and gr~_nt·.t 
Conditional pur'chaFe IE'ase. 
Suhmhan holding.t 

Occupation license. 
Permissive occupancy. 
Occupation permit (forest Inncl~). 
Forestry lease. 
Snow lea~e. 

Residential lease on goldfields§ 
Homcskacllease. t 

Lc[t1cs not Alicllablc. 
Irrigation farm (Mnrrt'ml:idgee).t 
PastorBJ lease. * 
1.<>aoe t·o outgoing pagtorftl lessees (iieotiOD>. 

18). 

Mineral and auriferous lea-oe. .. 
Church and school lands lea~e. § 

* No holdings. i HohliBl:(S in ·Western Diyision only t Perpetual. S With consent of Minister. 

The above classification relates to conditions existing on 30th June, 1924. 
In December, 1924, the Irrigation Holdings (Freehold) Act established three 
classes of tenures within all irrigation areas of the State, viz. :-Irrigation 
farm leases, town lands leases and non-irrigable leases-all of which were made 
convertible into freehold by purchase. 

The rights of alienation attaching to the various classes of leases shown 
above differ widely, and are usually subject to the qualification that the area 
to be alienated, together with all other lands held (other than non-convertible 
leases within five years of expiry), shall not exceed a home maintenance 
area. Conditional purchase leases and conditional leases are aJmost entirely 
alienable, while homestead farms, homestead selections and grants, Crown 
and settlement leases are subject to the home maintenance area restriction. 
Improvement leases, scrub leases, and inferior lands leases are alienable only 
when about to expire and a-e subject to reservation, the home maintenance 
limitation and other restrictions inserted in individual leases. 

METHODS OF PURCHASE. 

Conditional Purchase. 
This method of alienation was introduced by the Crown Lands Act of 

1861, and has become the most extensively used of all. Briefly, it is a system 
of Crown land sales by deposit and annual instalment, and operationfl l:D.der 
other forms of sale are now of small importance. All the princjp:tlleasehold 
tenures may, under certain conditions, be converted wh011y or in part into 
conditional purchases, which may be considered the basal tenure of land 
settlement in New South Wales. 
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The outstanding feature of the tenure is the limitation placed upon the 
area of land which may he held by a conditional purchaser during the cnr­
rency of his pureihase. Lsndsavailable for conditional purchase comprise 
all Crown lands in the Eastern and Central land divisions other than those 
reserved from sale, leased for a term of years, within the ooundaries of tDwns 
or other populated areas, or set apart for other classes of holdings. The 
area to be purchased under residential conditions may not be less than 
40 acres, and must not exceed 1,280 acres in the Eastern land division, and 
2,560 aeres in the Central land division, or must not exceed 320 aeres in 
either division when the buyer does not undertake to reside. on the holding. 
Special areas without residential conditions, ranging up to 320 acres in the 
Eastern land division, and up to 640 aeres in the Central land division, may 
also be made available. 

Any eonditional purehaser may take up the maximum area at once, if it is 
available, or may make a series of additional purehases as land beeomes 
available. To facilitate this, a speeial tenure (conditional lease) has been 
created whereby a conditional purehaser may take up land not exeeeding 
three times the area of his eonditional purehase, and this may be converted 
into eonditional purehase. The eombined area so aequired may exeeed the 
preseribed divisional limit only to make up a home maintenanee area as 
determined in individual eases by the Loeal Land Board. Holders of free­
hold lands of at least 40 aeres are also permitted to aequire lands as addi­
tional conditional purehases and conditional leases, provided the total area 
of eaeh holding so inereased does not exeeed the divisional maximum nor a 
home maintenanee area. 

Applieants for lands under this tenure must have attained the age of 
16 years if males, and 18 years if females, Qr 21 years in either case if the 
holding is non-residential. Alien applicants must have resided in New 
South Wales for at least twelve months, and must become naturalised 
within five years of acquiring the purchase. 

'I!he price of the land for a residential purchase is £1 per acre, unless 
otherwise notified, in addition to the value of improvements (if any) 
assessed by the Local Land Board. A deposit of 5 per cent. of the purchase 
money must be paid in addition to survey fee and stamp duty. The first 
annual instalment is due at the end of three years from the date of applica­
tion and, at the holder's option, may be at the rate of 9u. or Is. for each 
£ of the price of the land. Such payment comprises repayment of principal, 
with interest at the rate of 2l per cent. per annum. The term of purchase, 
according to the rate of instalment paid, is forty-one or twenty-eight years. 
Payment for improvements may be made in fifteen equal annual instalments, 
including interest at the rate of 4 per cent. 

The conditions to be observed by purchasers include bona fide residence 
upon the holding for five years after confirmation unless modified by the 
Local Land Board; fencing or other improvements, as prescribed, to the 
value of at least 30 per cent. of the price of the land (but not exceeding 
£384) effected w-ithin three years, and to the value of 50 per cent. of the 
price of the land (but not exceeding £640) effected within five years of 
confirmation; and the payment of all instalments and prescribed charges. 

The price of land taken up as a non-residentlal purchase i3 double that 
of a residential purchase, and the term of payment is twenty-seven years. 
Fencing to the valuo of £1 per aore, or other improvements to the value of 
£1 lOs. per acre, n1J.t>lt he ettected within five years. 

All applications connected with the purchases are eOl1srdered by the 
I,ocal I,and Board, and certificates are issued to tdle holder hy the chairman 
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. ilpon survey and connrnratr(}l'i, and' a fmtl1er certificate' when an conditions, 
other than payment of Dil.ll:tnce of purchase mmley or survey fees have been 
fulfilled. After all condif,Ions nave been fulfilled a Crown grant is issued to 
the holder. 

Uncler certain conditions a residentia,l cO:J...-iitional purchase may be con­
verted into a hocnestead farm, and a non-residential purchase into a residential 
purchase oT a homestead farm. 

Transfer may be made after the certificate nas been issued, but purchases 
applied for after 31st January, 1909, may be transferred only with the, 
consent of the Minister for Lands. 

A conditional lease of not less than 40 acreli! may be obtail1led only by the 
holder of a conditional purchase, subject to the various conditions set out 
above in respect of conditional purchases. The term of lease is forty years, 
but may be extended to sixty years upon application during the last five 
years of the term with the right to convert an area of n(}t less than 40 acres 
to additional conditional purchase at any time after c(}nfirmation. The 
rent is payable annually at rates appraised by the Land Board, subject to 
reappraisement at the end of each period of fifteen years. (Further particulars 
as to conditional leases are given on a later page.) 

Number and Area of Conditional Pnrchases and Conditional Leases. 

Transactions in respect of original and additional conditional purchases, 
from 1862 to 30th June, 1924, were as follow:-

Yeary ended 30th June. 

Conditional Completed, 
Purchases- Oonditional j' 

Applications Purchases-
made during Deeds i~sued 

year. duri£Jg year. 

Uncompleted 
()ond·itwna.l 
Purchases 

in existenee. 

Conditional 
Leases 

Gazetted. 
during year. 

_--=-~o. I Al·ea. I No, I--::~'-I-~~· rAre... No. I Area. 

I acres, I acres. I I acres. I [I acres. 
1862·19H .. .. 287'267/40,tl75,4!4 121,7~915,9f)O,9~0' 91,935 17,8~!,702 30,?75 15,683,322 
1915.. .. 062 46,1,5 2,304 304,°'2190,904 18,030,210 391 319,362 
1916.. .. 216 22,495 2,462 307,016 89,670 I' 18,315,095 31& 259,802 
1917.. .. 168 25,761 2,881 357,828 88,493 18,693,429 133 122,137 
19i8.. .. .. " .. 271 32,085 2,861 388,338 i 87,C51 19,225,738 171 184,093 
1919.. .. .. .. . 5~1 75,370 3,698 ~59,77~ I 86,203119,43~,8?7 ?69 ~63,7Vl 
1920.. .. 7/3 126,179 5,397 686,380182,938119,360,806 ,,21 221,153 
1921.. .. 533 9ft, 573 4,792 664,022 78,971 18,672,521 351 1 188,478 
1922.. "I 311 59.878 4,882 741,~631 i5,532118,4~6,627 370 201.866 
1923.. .. .. .. . . 361 69,524 4, lIo 667,073 72,888 1118, 199,432 224 132,444 
192,1.. .. .. .. . 379 70,784 3,374 596,121 171,202 18,122,045 231 I 233,12. 

Total (as at 30th .June, 1924)1290,952/il.294,238l58,563 2l,233,270 171,202 !1s,122~ 23,242 IiA,075585 

The particulars of applications for conditional purchases shown above 
are exclusive of applications to convert the tenures into conditional purchases, 
whereas the figures relating to completed and uncompleted conditional 
purchases include large areas converted from other tenures. The total area. 
alienated and in coUrse of alienation by conditional pUFchase as at 30th June, 
1924, was 39,355,315 acres, and, in addition, there were 14,075,585 acres of 
associated conditional leases which were alm(}st wholly convertible into 
conditional purchases. The area of uncompleted conditional purchases 
shown above includes a number upon which payments have been completed, 
although deeds have net yet been issued. 

The area of conditional purchases converted to otheT tenures----:6,099 acres-., 
has been deducted from the above totals. 

The number of conditi(}nal purchase selections shown is several times 
greater than the total number of rural holdings in the State, and does not, ot 

-
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course, represent individual holdings. It represents the number of in­
dividual blocks, both original and additional, taken up as conditional pur­
chases and it includes those which have been sold after deeds have been 
issued and incorporated with other holdings. 

Auction Sales and After-auction Purchases. 

Crown lands are submitted for auction Rale under two systems. Under 
the ordinary system the balance of purchase money is payable, without 
interest, within three months of the day of sale, while, under the deferred 
payment system, the balance is payable by instalments, with 5 per cent. 
interest, distributed over a period not exceeding ten years; in either case, 
not less than 10 per cent. of the purchase money must be deposited at the 
time of sale. 

Auction sales were limited by law in 1884 to 200,000 acres in anyone 
year, but the area sold by auction and after-auction purchases, although 
formerly extensive, has amounted to only 35,539 acres in the last ten years. 
Town lands may be sold in blocks not exceeding half an acre, at an upset 
price of not less than £8 per acre; and suburban lands must not exceed 
20 acres in one block, the minimum upset price being £2 lOs. per acre. 
Country lands may be submitted in areas not exceeding 640 acres, the upset 
price being not less than 15s. per acre. The value of improvements on the 
land may be added to the upset price. 

Town or suburban land or portions of country land of less than 40 acres 
each, which have been passed at auction, may be bought with the Minister's 
consent, at the upset price; a deposit of 2.'"> per cent. of such upset price is 
payable at the time of application, the balance being payable on the terms 
fixed for the auction sale. 

Alienation by this method is now very restricted. Only 2,135 acres were 
sold by auction during 1923-24 in 801 lots, realising £42,205. In addition, 
458 acres were sold as after-auction purchafes in 470 lots, realising £9,310. 

Improvement Purchases. 

Holders of miners' rights or of business licenses on a gold-field, being in 
authorised occupation by residence on land containing improvements, may 
purchase such land without competition. Improvements must include a 
residence or place of business, and be of the value of £8 per acre on town 
land, and of £2 lOs. per acre on any other land. Alienation by this means 
has never been extensive. During 1923-24 the area sold was 20 acres in 
fifty-three lots for a total sum of £1,212. 

Special Non-Competitive Sales. 
These comprise land reclamations, rescissions of reservations, unnecessary 

roads, public land to which no way of access is available, or which is 
insufficient in area for conditional sale, etc., also residential leases, and the 
area of Newcastle pasturage reserves for which the purchase money has 
been paid in full. The amount realised by special sales in 1923-24 was 
£11,373 in respect of 2,322 acres of land. 

The owner in fee-simple of land having frontage to the sea, or to any 
tidal water or lake, who desires to reclaim and purchase any adjoining land 
lying below high-water mark, may apply to the Minister for Lands to do 
so, except in the case of Port Jackson, the control of which is vested in the 
Sydney Harbour Trust. Reclamations which might interrupt or interfere 
with navigation are not authorised. 



LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMElvT. 757 

Area Alienated by Crown Land Sales. 

Particulars of areas disposed of under the three preceding headings, III 

quinquennial periods, since 1900, are as follow :-

Years, Total. II A t' S 1 II After-auction /' Improvement I 1 
[ 

Ue IOn a e" 1 Speel'a Sales Sa es, I Purchases. ' 

----I-~,ocre-s. -I~-----'-----------'------'~-----

I ,. acre~. acres. acres. acres. 
1900~04* .'" 261,328 10,004 942 3,782 276,056 
1905~0!) "'1 80,430 15,801 lSI 5,S17 102,229 
1910-14 16,768 6,994 269 9,976 34,007 
1915-19 20,527 2,709 241 9,743 33,220 
1920 .. , 5,661 1,037 2S 1,642 8,368 
1921 ... 296 360 22 2,036 2,714 
1922... 241 545 51 2,118 2,955 
1923... 1,007 563 22 2,674 4,266 
1924... 2,135 458 20 2,322 4,935 
____ ----''--____ -'--_________ --'-______ I ______ ~~ 

• Calendar years. Subsequent years are for year ended 30th June. 

Exchange of Land between the Crown and Private Owners. 
Before the granting of fixity. of tenure in connection with pastoral leases, 

the lessees had made it a practice to secure portions of their runs by con­
ditional purchases and purchases in fee-simple. The practice wasdisadvan­
tageous to the public estate, because Crown lands were left in detached 
blocks severed by lessees' freehold properties; and the lessees realised that 
it would be convenient to them to gather_ their freeholds together in one or 
more consolidated blocks by surrender of the private lands in exchange for 
Crown lands elsewhere. 

Under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the 
Governor, with the consent of the owner, may exchange any Crown lands 
for any other lands of which a grant in fee-simple has been issued. 

The Governor may accept, in exchange for Crown lands, lands in respect 
of which a balance of purchase money remains unpaid, if upon payment of 
such balance the right to a grant in fee-simple becomes absolute. In any 
such case a grant of Crown lands in exchange will not be issued until the 
balance of purchase money has been duly paid. 

Under this head 31 applications, embracing 19,797 acres, were granted in 
1923-24, 15 were either refused or withdrawn, etc" and 109 cases were 
pending at 30th June, 1924. 

Settlement P1lrchase and Irrigation Farm Purchase. 
Particulars of these methods of acquiring land are shown on later pages in 

relation to Closer Settlement and Irrigation Settlement. 

AI.IENABLE LEASES. 

The principal kind~ of leases which may be converted under specified 
conditions to freehold tenures wholly or in part are the conditional lease, 
Crown lease, settlement lease, improvement lease, homestead farm, home­
stead selection and homestead grant, annual lease, special lease, scrub lease, 
inferior lands lease, conditional purchase lease, prickly-pear lease, and 
homestead lease. Other leases of this class are suburban holding, residential 
lease, week-end lease, and lease of town lands. 
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Conditwnal,Leases. 
Certain particulars regarding these leases have been ·shownon a pl'ovious 

page in connection withcanditionail p1'l1'chases. The tenure was introduced 
by the Ac.t of 1884. A conditional lease may be obtained by any holdecr ofa 
conditional purchase (other than non-residential), or a conditional purchase 
within a special area in the Eastern Division. Lands available for con­
ditional purchase are also available for conditional lease, with the exception 
of lands in the Western Division, and or lands within a special area or a 
resen-e. Applications must be accompanied by aprovisional rent of 2d. per 
acre and a survey fee, except where otherwise provided. The lease was 
formerly for a period of forty years, but it was provided in 1924 that, upon 
application during the last five years of its currency, a lease might be extended 
for a period of twenty years. The rent is determined by thc Land Board, 
and is payable yearly in advance. Any conditional lease, with the exception 
of a small number of inconvertible conditional leases cres,ted by conversion 
from ether tenures, may be converted at any time during its currency into 
a conditior.ul purchase. 

Applications for 149 leases, of an area of 103,537 acres, were lodged during 
1923-24, and 143, including applications outstanding from the previous 
year, representing 65,406 acres, were confirmed. 

Conditional leases, to the number of G33, embracing 276,217 acres, were 
convertE)d into conditional purchases, and conditional leases containing an 
area of 124,544 acres, were created by conversion. Gazetted conditional 
leases in existence at 30th June, 1924, numbered 23,242, embraoing 
14,075,585 acrcs,at an annual rental of £199,624. 

Crown Leases. 

Crown lea'ses were'constituted under the Crown Lands Amendment Act, 
1912, and lands are specially set apart by notification in the Government 
Gazette as available for Crown lease. Crown.lands available for conditional 
purchase (unless otherwise specified in the Gazette) are also available for 
Crown lease. Land maybe S}t apart forCrmVll lease to :be acquired 0111y as 
additional holdings. 

The term 0f lease is forty-five years, and the annual rent Ii per cent. of 
the capital value, as determined every fifteen years. The rent payable for 
the first year may be remitted if, in addition to the improvements required 
as a condition of the lease, an equal sum be spent by the lessee in improving 
the land. Dpon the expiration of a Crown lease the last holder thereof 
possesses tenant rights in all improvements other than Crown improvements. 
The lessee is required to reside on the land for five years, commencing within 
six months of the confirmation of the lease. Dnder the conditions attached 
to the lease when granted in 1912 the lessee was empowered during the last 
five yea:-s of tile lease, unless debarred ·by notification setting the land.apart, 
to apply to convert into a homestead farm so much of the land as would not 
exceed a home-maintenance area. But by the Act of 1917 wller.) a Crown 
lease is not covered by reservation of any kind, so much of it as, with other 
freehold or conv.ertible leases held by the lessee, does not exceed a home 
maintenance area may be converted into a conditional purchase, with or 
without a conditional lease. Sinoethe passing of this Act 326,313 acres .of 
Crown lease .ha'Ve been eonvertedinto conditional pnrc}mse .'and conditional 
purchase lease. The lease may be prutectedagainst 'swlefor debt in certain 
circumstances. Any person qualified to applyfoT a homestead 'farm may 
apply for a Crown lease. 
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Operations under this clas3 of lease during the past ten years were as 
follow:-

I 
Confirmed. I~eases current at 30th June. 

Year ended 

I 

Applicr.tions. 

30th J tll.e. I I 
____ I No ,Area. No. Area. ____ ~_~_ -,-_R~e~n~t._ 

19!2-!9141~~~~II-I~5~~{~I~- 825 9~~~si5 1,189 II, 1,~~~:~)41 
19J!5 I G2S 643,18!J 598 487,1.~5 l,flOO 1,563,684 
1910 ,571 I 864-,158 50! 780,37;~ 1,760 1 1,896,7(1) 
1917 I 5-11 59.3,409 4.J-5 4.J-l,;31:~ 2,0:;3 2,131,446 
1918 I 46:~ I 500,BS(; 291 2t;:;,2-18 2,:337 2,44-9,587 
1919 I 6'~8 I 9:'3+,072 3!3 3U,3:H 2,56; 2,694-,579 
19:?() I,mW _ 1,:19),2.0 I 419 59:3,5;)4 2,8H I 3,092,004 
1921 6~') I Z~~,!~~6 I ~48 I ~71,247 1 ~, U 6 I ;l,66~,7?8 
H)22 L! ~lJ;).h~~ ~04 I 1~0,~~9 ~,384 4p",5:33 
l!Jn 491) • 93,71l) I .308 5lJO."o! .• ,613 1 4.')10,1)00 

;£ 
16,468 
16,114 
21,561 
24,845 
28,292 
:~I,:i03 
3t.521 
38;512 
:38,860 
41,871 
43,464 

43,464 
. 192:_1~=~ 1~9J'~~~,J_~~J~~J,721 I~~~l- 4,764:~::"_ 

Total "'17,317 i9,227,077 !:;,129 16,172,'123 ;1,731 I 4,764,2U 
---, ___ 1__ I I I I ___ --'-__ _ 

Since 1916-17 the figures shown above have included a number of Crown 
leases made available specially for returned soldiers. Particulars of these 
nre shown on page 778. 

This tenure was extensively applied immediately from its inception, and it 
practically superseded the settlement lease under which operations were 
€xtensive until 1912. Most of the Crown lands made available each year are 
set apart under this tenure and that of the homestead farm, also introdueed 
in 1912. 'rhe total area of Crown leases confirmed during the thirteenyears 
the tenure has been in existence was 6,172,823 acres, which has been reduoed 
by forfeitures, cOEversions, eto., so that the area remaining under Crown 
lease at 3mh June, 1924, was 4,764,214 acres. 

Settlement Leases. 

This tenure was created in 1895. Until 1912 it was extensively used in 
making land available for settlement, but since the introduction of the Crown 
lease in that year fresh oDerations under it ha,ve been inconsiderable. Under 
its conditions' farms gazetted as available for settlement lease can be obtained 
on application accompanied by a deposit of six months' rent and one-tenth 
Df survey fee. The duration of the lease is forty years, and the leaseholder 
is required to reside on the lease for the first five years of its eurreney. Rent 
is payable at the rate specified upon gazettal, subject to the lessee's right 
to apply for appraisement within five years and to re-appraisement at the 
end of each fifteen years of the currency of tho lease. 

From its inception very considerable areas of land were taken up under 
this lease, and by 30~h June, 1913, the total area of settle:nent leases confirmed 
to applicants was 8,793,663 acres. An amendment of the Crown Lands Act 
gave hold'3Ts of settlement leases the right to convert such part of their 
leases as, with froehold or convertible lands already held, does not exeeed 
n home maintenance area into a conditional purchase with an associated 
conditional purchase, but where the total holding of freehold land so cTeaj;ed 
would exeeed a home maintenanee area the excess is granted ·as eonditional 
lease without rights of conversion. 

Between 1909 and 30th June, 192.4, a total area of 4,'1'15,2,498 aC!{J8Qf 

settlement kases were eonverted under tbese condition)l into other tenures, 
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and 48,255 acres, chiefly of specialleas~s, had been converted into settlement 
leases. . Since 1913 only 70,808 acres of ncw settlement leases have been 
confirm d, while considerable areas have f<cverted to the Crown by forfeiture, 
etc. At 30th June, 1924, there remained under this tenure 1,458 leases, 
comprising 3,836,205 acres, at an annual rental of £54,723. 

The transachons in respect of sdtl ment leases during 1923-24 were as 
follow :--Applicat.ions lor original settlement leases, nil; for additional leases, 
5 in respect d 12,469 acres; 12 leases, with a total area of 9,900 acres, were 
confirmed; and 4, of 5,928 acres, wero created by conversion of special leases. 
into settlement leases. 

ImprO'C'cment Leases. 

This tenure was introduced ill 1895 and, by the end of 1903, an area of 
9,716,006 acres of improvement leas,s h:d been let although the area actually 
current was considerably smaller. After that year the areas taken up annqally 
showed a considerable falling-off and, up to 30th June, 1924, the total area 
of improvement leases which had been let was 11,537,967 acres, of which 
only 2,707,312 acres remained current. The maximum area of improvement 
l"ases current at any time was 6,884,330 acres in 1910, the subsequent decrease' 
having been brought about mainly by the withdrawal of leases for settlement, 
in terms of individuallcases and a number of other causes, such as forfeiture, 
expiry, resumption, and the transfer of improvement leases wholly within 
State forests to the control of the Forestry Commission and their conversion 
into fore .try leases. 

In 1923-24 , 41 improvement leases, coutaining a total area of 199,40,1 
acres, were determined, and, in 1924-25, an area of 385,071 acres, comprised 
in 65 improvement leases and 1 lease of 472 acres under improye:nent COll­

ditions, expired by effiuxion of time. However, after exercise of the rights 
of leaseholders to apply during the last year for conversion of their lease into 
a homestead grant, only a proportion of this area reverted to the Crown for 
re-allotment. 

An improvement lease may consist of any land in the Eastern or Central 
Divisions considered unsuitable for closer settlement until improved. It 
may be obtained only by auction or tender, but prior to 1920 certain leaEes 
were granted at fixed rentals under improvement conditions. The rent is 
payable annually, and the lease is for a period (f twenty-eight years, with 
a~ area not exceeding 20,480 acres. Upon the expiration of the lease the 
last holder is deemed to have tenant-right in improvements. During the 
last year of the lease the lessee may apply for a homestead grant of an area 
not in excess of a home-maintenance area, including the area on which his 
dwelling-house is erected. However, only 140,813 acres have been converted 
in this way. The Advisory Board, constituted under the Closer Settlement 
Act, 1907, may inspect any land comprised in an improvement lease, and if 
it finds such land suitable for closer settlement, the Minister may resume the 
lease, the lessee being compensated. To 30th June, 1924, a total area of 
34?,82~ acres had been withdrawn in this way, £126,794 being paid as com­
pensatIOn to lessees. 

During 1923-24 no leases were sold, and no leases under improve men t 
conditions we:e granted; one leas~ of 3,205 acres was Itt by tender at a 
rental of £99 per annum. Eleven improvement leases, with a total area of 
32,007 acres, were converted into homestead selections. There remained 
current at 30th June, 1924,598 improvement leases and leases under improve­
ment conditions, with an area of 2,707,312 acres, and rental £17,747. 
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Homestead Parms. 
This tenure was created in 1912. The title of a homestead farm is a lease 

in perpetuity. Annual rent is charged at the rate of 2t per cent. of the 
capital value, but for the first five years the holder, in lieu of payment of 
rent, may expend an equal amount on improvements of a permanent 
character, which (except boundary fencing) are in addition to those which 
are required otherwise by the conditions of the lease. The capital value 
of the holding is subject to reappraisement after the first twenty-five years 
and subsequently at intervals of twenty years. 

Crown lands available for conditional purchases (unless otherwise notified 
in the Gazette) are also available for homestead farms. Land may be set 
apart for additional homestead farms, but is available only to applicants 
whose total holding, if successful, would not substantially exceed a home­
maintenance area. Any Crown lands may be set apart for disposal as 
homestead farms before survey. There is no definite limit placed on the 
area of a homestead farm, but it is generally notified as available in home­
maintenance areas. 

A condition of five years' residence is attached to every homestead farm, 
but in special cases residence in a town or village, or anywhere within 
reasonable working distance, may be allowed. Residence may be permitted 
on a holding of a member of the same family, or on another of the selector's 
holdings within reasonable working distance. Suspensions or remissions 
may be granted for such periods as determined by the Land Board. In 
certain cases a wife may carry out residence on her husband's holding, or, 
conversely, a husband may carry out residence on his wife's holding. 

A perpetual lease grant is issued after the expiration of five years from 
confirmation of the application, if the holder has complied with all required 
conditions. 

Applications received for homestead farms and tho~_dealt with since 
1912, are as follow :- /' '\ 

Applications. I ; Less-
---~-'-"------I Created i Reversal Porteited, 

Year ! I IbyConversioniof forfeiture decrease in 
cndeu I Receh"ed. Confirmed. I from oth€'r :andincreased area, a.nd 0011-
;jOth I tenures. I arf'a. versions into 
June. : I I other tenures. 

Homestead 
Fanus in 

existence at 
end of year, 

~~--,-_N_o---,---_A_re_a_. -,--I _N_o·_I,--A_r_ea_·---"I_N_'o_·-'-.I_A_re_a_. -,-I_N_O_. -,-1_A_rc_a_. J No·1 Area. 1 No. I Area. 

I acres. I acres. I II acres. I I acres. I acres. acres. 
1912-14 1,013' 595,0~? 76~ 452,756128 I 17,37S ... ,. 32 19,635 J,223 719,535 
1915 6051 467,8,~ 43'1327,098 11, 4,['501 1 I' 210 50 J 33,439 1,155 748,918 
1916 3721281,68::> 348 252,1661 6 I 3,848, ... ..,' 57 35,479 1,452 969,453 
1917 27!tI81.,72~, 167 110,259 , 2 1,209i 21 !86 75 I 49,72:! 1,548 1,036,685 
1918 2401 186,85.31 158 89,020

1 
... , ... I 4 2,,83 82 46,866 1,628 1,081,622 

1919 498157:.1,713 339 383,833
1 

3 1,602 4 2,379107 158,824 1,867 1,410,612 
1920 , 840' 9S9,8841 491 507,417 5 3,2111] 857 76 132,988 2,288 1,889,109 
1921 I 573,562,7971 449 437,713 [ 1 1511 2 1,056 69 i 31,181 2,671 2,296,848 
1922 I 4731570,582, 3751378,180 8 9,505' 1 238 93 '62,464 2,961 2,622,307 
1923 4051558,5311' 338,460,502 I 12 10,690

1
' 7 7,5:171 90 i 88,131 3,228 3.012,90& 

1924 .1~\552,38~ 2691 371,816 I~ 2,862 ~9 __ 8,44~1~186.891 __ 3_,4_0_5_1_3_,3_09_,1_4_1 

Total 15.67615,52\106 4,1311
1 

3,775,760 1 80 155,006 1 31 23,9951836 II 515,620 3,405 3,309,141 
I I 1 ,I 1 

Since 1916-17 homestead farms have been made available specially for 
returned soldiers. These are included in the above table and are also shown 
separately on page 778. 

-
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The total area of homestead farms confirmed to 30th June, 1924, was 
3,775,760 acres and, after adjustments of area by reason of conversion, 
forfeiture, etc., there remained in existence 3,309,141 acres under this tenure. 

The holder of a conditional purchase, or conditional purchase and con­
ditional lease, or homestead selection, or homestead grant, or conditional 
purchase lease, under certain conditions, may convert such holding into a 
homestead farm. The area of homestead farms so created to 30th June, 
1924, was 55,006 acres. Under certain conditions a homestead farm may be 
converted into a conditional purchase lease or into a conditional purchase, 
with or without a conditional lease, and 96,717 acres of homestead farms 
have been so converted into other tenures. A homestead farm, which is 
a conversion of a settlement purchase under provision now repealed, may 
be reconverted into a settlement purchase. 'l'wo homestead farms or 449 
acres and 722 acres respectively have been so convertcd. 

Homestead Selections and Homestead Grants, 

The appropriation of areas for homestead selection was a prominent 
feature of the Act of 1895, the land chosen for subdivision being generally 
agricultural land, and the maximum area of holdings limited to 1,280 acres. 
The tenure is lease in perpetuity with rent at the rate of It per cent. per 
annum for the first five years or until the issue of the homestead grant, 
when it is raised to 2t per cent. or to 3t per cent. of the appraised value if 
residence is performed by deputy. Certain residential and improvement 
conditions were imposed, and on compliance with these for a term of fiva 
years a. homestead grant is issued. 

Since 1912 practically no lands have been made available for original 
homestead selections, such tenure having been replaces! by that of homestead 
farm. Applications dealt with after 1912, are either in connection with areas 
previously set apart for homestead selection, or as additional areas, prin­
cipally the latter. A large number of persons have, however, selected under 
this form of holding, as will be seen from the following statement which 
shows the applications and confirmations in regard to homestead selections 
and homestead grants issued up to 30th June, 1924. 

'Year ended 
30th June. 

Homestead Selections. 

Applications. Confirmations. 

Homestead Grants I, Homestead 
issued. Selec.tlOns.and Grants 

In eXIstence. 

, I No. !I Acres. No. I Acres. No. i Acres. No. Acres. 
1895 to 1914! 10,039 3,824,103 7,947 2,763683 4,917 1'1,.934388 3,868 I,S96,911 
1915 ... ! 30 i 16,98;{ 18 I 7,233 198 59,919 3,788 1,3IJq,719 
1916 .. ' 8 'I 3.141 17 i 7,559 161 I 48,479 3,694 1,317,120 
1!H7 ... 5 3,970 5 I 1,337 212 54,791 3,585 1,256,036 
IllIS ... 24 IS,Ii5 10' 5,535 189 49,306 3,295 1,055,915 
1919 ... 20 17,266 23 19,232 172 i 30,807 3,091 985,914 
1!}20 ... 23 15,365 8 9,690 551 20,502 2,936 912,573 
1921 .•. 21 14,069 21 7,819 25 9,00412,863 895.330 
1922 ... 15 9;090 9 7,507 33 17,896 2,803 895,298 
1923 .n 14 lO.080 l.~ 9,124 331 lJ,973 2,779 915,483 

1924Total ::~ lO,~I~9~ ~ ~~~~ -d~'12'2:::::: I~ ~:: 
On, account of adjustments for conversions to and from other tenures, 

fo;feitures, etc., the number and area of homestead selections and grants in 
existence have been greatly reduced. l_ 
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Operations under this tenure were at first very extensive, but they gradually 
diminished, and in 1911-12, the year before the h.omestead farm was intro· 
duced, only 94,641 acres of hom~stead selections were confirmed. The Crown 
Lands Amendment Act. of 1908 authorised the conversion of IlOmestead 
selections and grants into conditional purchases and conditional leases. 
Extensive advantage has been taken of this provision, and to 30th June, 
1924, an area of 1,834,324 acres of homestead selections and grant) had 
been so converted. This accounts for practically the whole of the difference 
between the area of homestead selections confirmed (2,848,736 acres) and 
the area renBiring in existence (951,594 acr(3) the re:nainde:c having reverted 
to the Crown by forfeiture, etc. Under thc Crown Lands (Amendment) 
Act of 1912, a homestead selection or grant may be converted into a home­
stead farm, but t:~ere have been only two .cases or conversion of this kind, 
viz., one for 104 acres and one for 3,000 acres. 

Leases of Scrub and I nferwr Lands. 
These tenures were introduced in 1889 in order to provide for the effective 

occupation and improvement of lands not suited for oldinary pastoral 
occupation. . 

Scrub leases and inferior lands leases may be obtained by auction, or by 
tender, and scrub leases may also be obtained by application. There is n() 
limitation as to area, and in the case of a scrub lease obtained by application 
the rent is appraised by the Local Land Board. The initial rent.of an inferior­
lands lease prevails throughout the whole term; but the terms of a scrub 
lease may be divided into periods, the rent for each period being determined 
by reappraisement. The term of each class of lease normally does not exceed 
twenty-one years, but may be extended to twenty-eight years. The holder 
of a scrub lease must take such steps as the Land Board may direct for the 
purpose of destroying the scrub, and keeping the land clear afterwards. 
Upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory Board the 
Minister may resume any scrub lease considered suitable for closer settlement 
and compensate the lessee. To 30th June, 1924, an area of 207,450 acres. 
had been so resumed, and £70,731 had been paid as compensation to lessees. 
During the last year of either class of lease, application may be made for 
a homestead grant of an area not in excess of a home-maintenance area. 
but where the lease does not substantially exceed a home-maintenance 
area it may be so converted at any time during its currency. The first 
leases were granted in 1890, and the firat conversions of scrub leasel! 
occurred in 1920-21, since when 44,394 acres have been converted into home­
stea·d grants. In addition considerable areas of scrub leases wholly within 
State forests have been transferred to the control of the Forestry Department 
an~. largely converted into forestry leases. 

The area of inferior-lands leases has never been extensive, while that undel'" 
scrub leases reached its maximum of 2,273,123 acres in 1912, since when 
it has steadily diminished. 

There were in existence at 30th June, 1924, 183 scrub leas~s, with an area 
of 1,099,355 acres, and rental of £4,820; and 22 inferior land leases, embracing 
59,787 acres, and rent, £20l. During 1923-24 an area of 76,239 acres of 
scrub leases was det~rmined, and, in 1924-25, 6 leases of 38,577 acres reverted 
to the Crown by effiuxion of time. . 

Annual Leases. 
Unoccupied . lands, not reserved from lease, maybe obtain-ed for pastoral 

purposes as annual leases on application, or they may be offered by auction 
or tender. No conditions of residence or improvement are attached to 
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annual leases, which convey no security of tenure, the land being alienable 
by conditional purchase, auction sale, &c. The area in anyone lease is 
restricted to 1,920 acres. In certain circumstances an annual lease may be 
'Converted ipto a lease under improvement conditions for a term not exceeding 
ten years. 

The area under annual lease fluctuates from year to year, but is steadily 
,diminishing. It amounted to 8,687,837 acres in 1903 and 2,953,296 in 1920. 
The number of annual leases current at 30th June, 1924, was 4,493, embracing 
1,730,781 acres, with an annual rent of £14,054, inclusive of 31 annual 
leases, comprising 36,572 acres in the Western Division. 

Special Leases. 
Special leases not exceeding an. area of 320 acres are issued to meet cases 

where land is required for some industrial or business purpose, but between 
1917 and 1924 areas up to 1,920 acres were made available for agriculture 
or grazing. A special lease may be obtained by application, auction, or 
otherwise, but the term of the lease may not exceed twenty-eight yC'ars. 
Conditions as to the rent, residence, improvements, etc., in each case are 
determined by the Minister. 

The Crown Lands Act, passed in 1908, provides for the conversion of a 
special lease by a qualified leaseholder, WIth the consent of the Minister, 
into a conditional purchase lease. an original or additional conditional pur­
chase, an original or additional homestead selection, an original or addi­
tional settlement lease, a conditional lease, or homestead farm. Under 
this provision 665,073 acres of special leases have been converted into various 
n~w tenures. 

The number of special leases granted during 1923-24 numbered 685, with 
a total area of 88,506 acres ; and 438 leases, representing 58,214 acres, were 
'Converted into other tenures. After allowance has been made for leases 
which had terminated, were forfeited, surrendered, etc., and those which 
~xpired by effiuxion of time, 7,300 leases, with an area of 795,780 acres and 
rental of £44,179, were current at 30th June, 1924. 

Conditional Purchase Leases. 
This form of tenure was created in 1905; but, as in the case of home­

'Stead selections and settlement leases, it is obsolete for the purpose of selec­
tion, as lands are not now made available under it. The area be:d under 
,conditional purchase lease reached a maximum of 677,961 acres in 1911, 
since when it has steadily decreased. 

The term of the lease was originally forty years, but in 1924 it was increased 
to fifty years with rent at 2t per cent. per annum of the capital value, which 
is to be re-appraised at tbe end of the first twenty-five years .. No fixed limit 
was plac?d on areas made avaihble, but conditions as to residence, cultivation, 
·etc., were prescribed. Conversion t() the tenures of conditional purchase 
and homestead farms are permitted, the total area so converted being 447,331 
acres. 

A special conditional purchase lease may be granted without obligation of 
residence in respect of areas not exceeding 320 acres on condition that im­
provements,to the value of lOs. or more per acre, as determined by the Minister, 
are effected wit~in three y ars of application. 

During the year 1923-24 two applications were received for original leases 
·of 3,054 acres, but there were no applications for additional conditional 
purchase leases. Two applications for 108 acres for special conditional 
purchase leases were also received, and three of 656 acres were confirmed 
during the year. Six leases were created by conversion from other tenures, 



LAND LEGISLATION AND SETTLEMENT. 

one lease was added by subdivision, and the area of existing leases was in-
creased by 14a'res. Forty-six leases, of 28,520 acres, were converted into 

conditional purchases. The leases holding good at· 30th.June, 1924, 
numbered 369, with an area of 265,643 acres, the annual rent amounting 
to £7,802. 

Prickly Pear Leases. 
Under the Prickly Pear Destruction Act, 1901, certain common or Crown 

lands infested with prickly pear may be offered for lease by auction or tender, 
and may be let for a term not exceeding 21 years, subject to prescribed 
conditions as to improvements, rent, &c. At 30th June, 1924, the number 
of prickly pear leases was 53 and the area so leased was 21,028 acres, at a 
total annual rental of £302. Under certain conditions a prickly pear lease 
may be converted to a homestead selection and two leases of 446 aC,res have 
been so converted. 

Homestead Leases. 
The last two leases under this tenure terminated during 1923-24. 

Suburban Holdings. 
The tenure of suburban holding was introduced in 1912. It is a lease 

in perpetuity with certain conditions as to residence and perpetual payment 
of rent. Under certain conditions the leasehol<;ler may be permitted to 
purchase his holding. Any suburban Crown lands, or Crown lands within 
population boundaries, or within the Newcastle pasturage reserve, or any 
other Crown land, may be set apart for disposal by way of suburban holding. 

The area of a suburban holding is determined by the Minister for Lands ; 
the rent-minimum, 5s. per annum-is calculated at the rate of 2t per cent. 
of the capital value, to be appraised for each period of twenty years .. Males 
under 16 years and females under 18 years are disqualified from applying. 
A married woman may apply in certain cases, provided her husband has 
not acquired a suburban holding. After the expiration of five years from 
date of confirmation, and subject to fulfilment of all conditions, a perpetual 
lease grant is issued. The right to purchase suburban holdings was con­
ferred in 1917. 

No rent is chargeable on holdings in course of purchase, the principal 
with interest at the rate of 2t per cent. per annum on the balance being paid 
by annual instalments extending over a period of 10 years. 

The number of confirmations and purchases of suburban holdings since 
the introduction of the tenure were as under :-

Ruhurhan Holdings I Suburban Holdltlgs-
Confirmations. in exist cue'} at the 

1 

Purchases apTlfoved to tin 

Yearende4 
eud of year.· Annual cnd of the ye If. 

30th June. 

I I 
Rent. 

I I ,t No. Area. No. .Area. No. Area. rei)J. 

I acres. I acres. I £ I acres. £ 
I 

1912-1914
1 

964 23.230 902 22,114 2,473 ... I ... ... 
1915 ... 477 9,299 1,311 36,717 3,495 ... ... ... 
1916 ... 400 6,775 1,535 34,110 4,043 ... I ... . .. 
1917 ... 230 2,937 1,662 36,631 4,246 ... ... ... 
1918 ... 186 3,318 1,804 38,354 4,381 11 2'8!} 915 

1919 ... 183 3,226 1,809 39,170 4,670 136 2;057 12,035 

1920 ... 181 4,073 1,826 40,198 4,401 259 4,252 23,207 

1921 ... 282

1 

6,764 1,995 45,475 4,830 333 5,169 30,44.6 

1!l22 ... 415 9,121 2,260 51,071 5,470 397 6,382 35,535 

1923 ... 272 I 5.130 2,389 55.025 5,818 468 7,253 40,566 

1921 ... 153 I 3,617 2,373 56,376 5,766 559 8,908 , 49,514 

• Exclusive of purchases al'proTed. 
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The average size ,of suburban holdings in existence at "SOth June, 1924, 
was 24 acres,.the aVeTiligesize Qfsuch holdings sold was 16 acres, and the 
average price ,.of purchasesapPf(ilved £5 lIs. per acre. 

To 30th ,jnne, 1924, deeds of purchase had been issued in respect of 126 
suburban holdings, embracing 1,287 acres; these are excluded from the 
above table. 

Residential Leases. 
The holder of a "miner's right" within a gold or mineral field may obtain 

a residential lease. A provisional rent of Is. per.acre is charged, the maximum 
area allowed is 20 acres, and the longest term of the lease twenty-eight 
years ; the annual .rent is appraised by the Land Board. The principal 
conditionsd the lease are residence during its currency; and the erection 
within twelve months ·of neeessary buildings .and fences. Tenant-right 
in improvements is conferred upon the lessee. The holder of any residential 
lease may, after five years, acquire the land by improvement purchase with 
the consent of the Minister as described on a previous page. 

There were 838 leases, embracing 11,527 acres at a rental of £1,571 current 
at 30th June, 1924. 

Week-end Leases. 
This tenure, cr<lated by the Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1916, is a lease 

in perpetuity of an area not exceeding 60 ac1'eS, subject to payment of rent 
at the rate of 2t per cent. of the capital value, to the effecting of substantial 
improvements worth £1 per acre within five years from .confirmation, and to 
the performance of such special conditions as may be notified. Residence 
is not necessary. The minimum rent is £l. Any adult (except a married 
woman not judicially separated from her husband) may apply, but persons 
who already hold land wit.hin areas defined in a notification setting apart 
the land for week-end leases are generally disqualified. 

Week-end leases, on approval by the Minister, may be purchased, and 
payment must be made within three months from date of demand, or within 
such further period as the Minister may allow. 

Transfers may be made at any time with the Minister's consent, but must 
be to a qualified person, except in cases of devolution under a will or intes­
tacy. The consideration for a transfer must not exceed t"c capital value 
<Jf the improvements on the land. 

During the year ended 30th June, 1924, 15 applications for 81 acres were 
received, and confirmation was made in ] 2 cases with an area of 108 acres 
at an annual rental of £12. At 30th June, 1924, the lease', current numbered 
162, of an area of 791 acres, and annual rental £154. In addition, deeds 
of purchase had been issued for 22 leases of 8 acres, and approval to purchase 
granted in the case of 13 leases of 117 acres. 

Leases oj Town Lands. 
Crown lands within the boundaries of any town may be leased by public 

auction or by tender. The leaEf: .'l perpetual, and the arca included must 
not exceed half an acre. The amount bid at auction or offered by tender 
(not being less than the upset value) is the capital value on which the annual 
rent at the rate of 2t per cent. is based for the first period of twenty years. 
The capital value for each subsequent twenty years' period is determined 
bv the Land Board . 

• The lease may contain such covenants and provisiom as may be gazetted 
prior to sale or tender. Residence is not necessary. No person is allowed to 
hold more than one lease, unless with thc permission of the Minister on 
recommendation by the Land Board. The holder of a town lease may be 
allowed to purchase. 
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In the year 1923-24 one aft.er-auoti0n tender was reoeived and Tefused. 
Deeds of purohase have been issued"for M lots embracing 10 !fCTeS, and approval 
to purchase granted in 51 cases f0'r an area of 15 acres. Gn 30fh June, 
1924,there were 362 leases, oontaining 129 acres, the annual nental being 
£286. 

hrA'I.ilENAIBLE LEA:S"'~B. 

The term "inalienable leases" is here used to signify that the statutory 
conditions attaching to the leases so classified do not permit the leaseholder 
to purchase any part of his lease nor to convert into another leasehold te.llure 
involving the right 01 purchase. 

On the foundation of ·the Colony aU lands vested in the Crown,and for 
many years permits to occupy un~old Crown lant~s wel'e issued on various 
conditions. 

The principal inalienable tenures now in existence are described below. 

18th Sectj:on and Pastoral Leases. 
Dnder the Crown Lands Amendment Act of 1903, the registered holder 

of any pastoral lease, preferential occupation license, or occupation license, 
could apply ror a lease, for not more than twenty-eight years, of an area not 
exceeding one-third of the total area of the land comprised within the lease 
or license, subject to such rent, conditions or improvements, and withdrawal 
for settlement as may have been determined. These are known as 18th 
Section Leases, having been granted under the Land Act of 1903, which 
has been repealed. The area of land held under this tenure has decreased 
rapidly since 191,1, when the area so held exceeded a million acres. 

At 30th June, 1924, these leases, also known as "Leases to Outgoing Pastoral 
Lessees," numbered 68, with an area of 270,222 acres, and rental of £2,659. 
There were no pastoral leases in existence on 30th June, 1924, in the "Western 
Division which had not been brought under the provisions of the Western 
Lands Act. Upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory 
Board the Minister may resume for closer settlement any 18th Section lease ; 
and to 30th June, 1924, an area of 14,424 acres had been so resumed and 
£3,274 paid as compensation to lessees. 

Fo'restry Leases and Occt!pation Pecrmits. 
Unoccupied Crown Lands and leases situated entirely within detlicatcd 

forests are controlled exclusively by thc Forestry Commission, which has 
power to lease or otherwise permit their use {or pastoral or other approved 
purposes. 

Forestry leases limited to twenty years have been granted for grazing 
purposes, and occupation permits usually on an annual tenancy, but soree­
times for a period of fourteen years, have been granted for grazing, bee­
farming, and forest saw-mills. For grazing purposes the rent is usually 
fued in relation to the grazing capacity of the land. 

The total area of forestry leases and occupation permits wholly within 
State forests, at 30th June, 1924, was 2,D40,lSO acres under the Forestry 
Acts, and 10£1,938 acres under the Grown Lands Acts, butadmil1istered by 
the Forestry Department ; in addition, there were portions of other leases 
not wholly within State forests administered by the Department of Lands. 
Particulars of these are not at present available. 

Snow Looses. 
Vacant Crovm 1anason the Southern Highlands, which for a portion of 

each year are mmally co>"ered with .snow, and are thereby unfit for 'Con­
<tomons uaeor occupation, maybe leased by auction or tender as snow 1eases. 
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Not more than one snow lease may be held by the same person. The maximum. 
area of any snow lease is 10,240 acres. The term of the lease is seven years, 
but may be extended for a further three years. 

At 30th ,June, 1924, there were 19 leases current, embracing 126,020 acres; 
and rent, £1,097. This tenure was introduced in 1889, and the area of snow 
leases reached a maximum of 134,420 acres in 1920. 

Mineral and Aur1ferous Leases. 
Under the Mining Act, the Minister for Mines is empowered to grant certain 

rights for the operations of miners on any lands within the State. These 
are known as mineral and auriferous leases and generally they take precedence 
over other forms of tenure. The area so held has steadily increased since 
1914 when it was 199,060 acres. There were at 30th June, 1924, 252,957 
acres held as mineral and auriferous leases, exclusive of leases to mine on 
private lands. The area leased in this way is not included in the areas 
covered by other land tenures. Permits to mine under roads and reserves 
covered an area of 1,166 acres. 

Church and School Lands Leases. 
The history of Church and School lands leases, showing the present status 

of leaseholders, was published on page 859 of the Year Book for 1921. 
The total area of Church and School lands held under lease at 30th June, 

1924, in the Eastern Division, was 11 acres, at a rental of £330 per annum, 
the subdivision being as follows ;-

No. Area. Rent. 
acres. £ 

Agricultural 1 1 1 
Ninety-nine Year ... 37 10 326 
Water Races 1 10 miles (about) 3 

Total 39 11 330 

Occupation Licenses. 
Occupation licenses may be of two kinds (a) preferential occupation 

licenses, consisting of the area within an expired pastoral lease, and (b) 
ordinary occupation licenses, which relate to the parts of the holdings for­
merly known as resumed areas. They may be acquired by auction or tender. 
Occupation licenses extend from January to December, being renewable 
annually at a rent determined by the Land Board. 

An occupation license entitles the holder to occupy Crown lands so granted 
for grazing purposes, but it does not exempt such lands from sale or lease 
of any other kind. The licensee, however, is granted tenant rights in any 
improvements made to his holding with the written consent of the Crown. 

The area under occupation license (Crown Lands Act) was represented 
at 30th June, 1924, by 508 ordinary licenses for 2,440,873 acres, rental 
£4,866 ; and 281 preferential licenses, representing 687,700 acres, and rent 
£4,480. 'The area occupied in this way was formerly very extensive, being 
nearly 10,000,000 acres in 1904. 

Permissive Occupancy. 
Permissive occupancy is a form of tenancy at will from the Crown, at 

a fixed rental for a short period, terminable at any time by a written demand 
for possession from the Secretary for Lands or by written notice from the 
tenant. The occupant has tenant rights in improvement! effected by him, 
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The number of permissive occupancies in existence at 30th June, 1924, 
was 5,091, comprising 2,182,302 acres, with a rental of £10,995. The area 
held under this tenure has increased gradually during the last twenty years, 

CONVERSION OF TENURES. 

In describing the various methods of acquisition and occupation~ details 
have been given of provisions of the Crown Lands Act which confer on certain 
holders of Crown lands the right of conversion into more desirable tenures. 
These may be summarised briefly thus :-

A conditional lease or a conditional purchase lease may be converted, at 
the option of the holder, into a conditional purchase. A homestead farm, 
a homestead selection, a settlement lease, or a Crown lease may be converted 
into a conditional purchase with (if desired) an associated conditional lease, 
subject to the proviso as to a home maintenance area described below. A 
homestead farm or homestead selection may, in certain circumstances, be 
converted into a conditional purchase lease and a conditional purchase lease 
may be converted into a homestead far-m. During the last five years of its 
currency a Crown lease may, with the approval of the Minister, be converted 
into a homestead farm, while up to 1,280 acres of a settlement lease may 
(after five years) be converted into a homestead grant. A special lease, unless 
debarred, may be converted, at the discretion of the Minister, into a conditional 
purchase lease, conditional purchase, conditional lease, homestead selection, 
settlement lease, or homestead farm. Under various conditions an improve­
ment lease, scrub lease .or prickly pear lease not otherwise reserved may be 
converted into a homestead selection not exceeding in extent a home main­
tenance area. 

In the case of a homestead farm, homestead selection, Crown lease or 
settlement lease the area that may be converted, together with the area held 
by the applicant under any other tenure (other than a lease having less than 
five years to run without the right to purchase the freehold), must not exceed 
a home maintenance area as determined by the Local Land Board. 

The following statement shows the number and area of holdings in respect 
of which conversions were confirmed during the year 1923-24 :-

Tenure of Holding 
Converted. 

New Tenure Confirmed. 

Con- I· I I 
ditio!,al d·~?"r;;, 1 1 

Purcha<ile I 1 1 ai, lis ttl II Total Conditional and' . I and Home- e e- ome-
I, h A' t d Con- stead ment stead Confirma-

Ilrc ase. SS~~~_ e I ditio
h
nal Selection. \ Lease. Farm. tiODS. 

ditional I: Pure ase'l l Lease. Leases. 

~ I Area. I ~ I Area. [ ~ I Area. I ~ I Area.j ~ I Area.! ~ I Area.[ No·1 Arca. 
---------~~-~-~~ 

\ 
II aefl's' acr" •. 'I acres...\ acr.e.s·\1 i acres .. \ aC.r.es. I acres. 

Conditional Leases .. 633 276,2i7 .. ..•• I .. I 6331276,217 
Conditional Purcha., i I· • . . I I 

Lease , 46. 28 520' I 46 28 520 

H~~:~t~ad Selections ~~i 62 i 28:3171'; 1:~62·1:· :: :: :: II ::1 :: I ::\ ::, 63\ 29:639 
Settlement Leases . .. 15 18,2~3 47 142,133 .. " .. .• ..\.. "1" 62

1
160,376 

Non-residential Ccndi-
tional Purchase s 1 I 1 

~l1"c~i~_~~~~e:,eas~; :: ~~8 58:~14:~ :~2CI :i81O,:~7 :~I :~5zl:~ 5:~t81 :~12.~~2 ~~OI78:~6 
Scrub Leases .. .. .. .. ..1 .. I" " 7 23,424 ••. .. ..[.. 7 23,424 
Improvement Leases •. .. .. ../ .. .. .. 11 32,007 •. •• I" .. II 32,007 
Crown Leases .. 49 23,013 16 22,868 .. " .. .. •. •. ..\.. 65 45,881 
Homestead Farms.. .. 17 6,138 3 2,8IJOi" " •. •• .• .. . .. 20 S,93~ 

Total .. •. 1,260 438,722 68
J 
16;.;.383 38 iO,~87 22 55,783 -4[ 5,928

1
-4 2,862 1,300 683,465 

• Includes 68 assocmtej Conditional Leases, 114,237 acres. t Includes 0 Conditional Purcba~e LeMes 
embracing 480 acres. 



Particulars of the number and area of new tenures obtained by conversion 
during each of the past ten years are shown beIow :--

~---~------ --- ----------------__ I I Co,~tliti~n:u Con- I I 
Y08r '""""nu,-t,'onA.1 i I u~Cha,se ditional Hom(>~ Settlc~. HOITIC'-

etHied-1 <'> d.! and and Ci_m- I <t, d I Tot,,1 

:~~'I_~urc:::~~~;!!~tf~ p11~1~~~ "~~~:~ ___ ~~:-_. __ Fa~~). L_:onfirmations. 

No. I Area. , No.1 Area. 1 Xo. I Area. 1 No.1 Area. I No.1 Area. 1 No. i, IArea. I Ko. 1 Area. 

1915 1,095 4W~~~3 54 1~~~~5 12 a~~~~5 81 ai~;~3 1 I ar .. r"i~ 111_1 ~~~'i".1 l,un I '~'i~,S607 
1916 1,216 547,347 46 16-5,375 13 5,092 11 4,507 2 600 6 3,848 1,2~4 I 726,859 
1917 1,492 686,809 43 162,842 25 15 &31 12 2,tm 1213,108 2 1,209 1,S8n 872,740 
1918 1,880 863,461 87 213,849 12 4,2;~ 6 2,272...... 1,985 1,OS3,854 
1919 l,g52 711,042 64 157,021 32 2~.2:3 1 6,100 1 283 3 1,602 2,03:1 I 896,261 
1920 1,659 511,315 96 217,835 30 G,OO!) 7 3,178 3 380 5 3,2ll 1,800 742,018 
1!i21 1,598 501,861 78 174,756 34111.074 23 36,986 312,894 1 151 t.n7 I 727,722 
1922 1,302 455.018- 5tt f22,923 30 8,297 29 39,3711 23 18,Z.~ 8 9,505 1,449t! t653,SOl 
1923 1,201 393,649· 43 115,421 24 8,339 27 46,973, 15 4,298 i 12 11n.620 1,323tl t5F.0,01l2 
1924 11,2"0 438,722 68 169,383 38 10,787 22 155,783 ', 4 5,92, i 4 2,862 1.396 I 683,465 

* Including non-residential eonditionai purchases. t Including- 1 homest.ead farm c0nverted to 
a settlement purchase of 449 acres in 1922, and 1 of 722 acres in 1923. 

The above table includes particulars of leases converted under the original 
conditions on which they were granted as well as of leases granted under the 
special conversion privileges granted by the Acts of 1909 and] 916. For 
instance, the rigp.t to convert conditional leases and conditional purchase 
leases into conditional purchases was granted when they were first introduced, 
as also was the right to convert scrub and improvement leases under certain 
conditions into homestead selections. On the other hand, the Crown Lands 
Amendment Act of 1908 conferred on holders the right to convert homestead 
selections, settlement leases and non-residential conditional purchases into 
conditional purchases, while special leases were made convertible into any 
of a number of tenures with the consent of the Minister. 

In 1916 Crown leases and homestead farms which had been created as 
leases in 1912 were made convertible into conditional purchases. 

WESTERN LAND DIVISION. 

The lands of the Western Division, comprising 80,318,708 acres, or two­
fifths of the area of the State, are for the most part sparsely settled, and 
occupation is somewhat precarious on account of the low and uncertain 
rainfalL 

The administration of these lands is regulated by the Western Lands Act, 
1901, and is controlled by three Commissioners, constituting "The Western 
Land Board of New South Wales," who, sitting in open Court, exercise all 
the powers conferred upon Local Land Boards by the Crown Lands Acts. 

Subject to existing rights and extension of tenure granted under certain 
conditions, all forms of alienation (other than by auction) and lease prescribed 
by the Crown Lands Acts, ceased to operate within the Western Lands 
Division from 1st January, 1902. 

The registered holder of a homestead selection or grant, pastoral, home­
stead, settlement, residential, special, artesian well, improvement, scrub, or 
inferior lands lease or occupa.tion license of land in the W estern Division~ 
may apply to bring his IeatH~ or license under the provisions of the Western 
Lands Acts of 1901 and 1905; in cases where application has not been 
made, such lease 01' Ii'Cense is treated as if the Acts had not been passed. 

Crown lands within this division lH'e not available lor lea~ until so noti­
fied-in the- 'Gaiette, hut !eases l()-r special purposes may be granted upon 
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certain conditions, and holders of areas which .are considered too small to 
maintain a home or to make a livelihood may obtain an additional area. 
under certain conditions as a lease. Lands are: gazetted as open for lease at 
a stated rental under specified conditions with respect to residence, transfer, 
mortgage, and sub.letting. 

All leases issued or brought under the provisions of the Western Lands 
Acts of 1901 and 1905, except special leases, expire on 30th June, 1943~ 
Conditional leases, which number 81 and embrace 109,439 acres, hDwever, 
may be converted into conditional purchase before expiry. In cases where 
a withdrawal is made for the purpose of sale by auction or to provide small 
holdings, the lease of the reminder may, as compensation, be extended fDr 
a term not exceeding six years. 

The rent on all leases brought under the provisions of the Act is deter· 
mined by the Commissioners for the unexpired portion. The minimum rflnt 
or license fee is 2s. 6d. per square mile or part thereof; the maximum is 7 d. 
per sheep on the carrying capacity determined by the Commissioners. 

Holdings under the Western Lands Acts as at 30th June, 1924, were clas­
sified as follow:--

CIa,s of II olding. 

New Leases issued under \Vestern Lands Act :­
Special Leases ... 
Section 32, Western Lands Act Leases 
Part VII, " " 
Preferential Occupation Licenses 

Leases under Crown Laads Act brought nnder 
Western Lands Act:­

Pastoral Leases 
Subdivision Leases ... 
Homesteacl Leases 
Improvement Leases ... 
Scrub Leases ... 
Inferior Lands Leases 
Settlement Leases 
ArtesianW e 11 Leases 
Special Leases (Coll\'€iI'sion) ... 
Occupation Licenses ... 
Homestead Selections and Homestead Grants 
Conditional Leases .. 

Total ... 

Area. Anou"l 
R€ntal. 

Lenses II 
iRSUtd. 

'------~--------~--------

No. I acres. I 
340 ! 78~,4611 
293· ?,815,394 
614 16,641,652 

35 888,775 

£ 
1,9]5 
2,1J03 

16042 
'591 

287 34,150,977 56,599 
47 3,086,147 3,541 

1,113 10,332,990 27,244 
112 1,898,304 1,147 

3 17,431 31 
2 186,450 40 
8 40,050 130 

31 i 317,111 501 
43 ! 8,898 193 
76 i 3,415,867 1,003 
at , 2,1,765 155 
81 I 109,439 fi36· 

~I· 74,717,710Tl12,271 

In addition there were 2,029,121 acres of alienated land; 647,789 acres 
under temporary tenures; 1,791,229 acres of unoccupied land of low grade; 
930,952 acres of unalienated town lands, beds of rivers, commonages, etc., 
and 201,907 acres of land still under the Crown Lands Act, completing a· 
total of 80,318,708 acres of land in the Western Ijands Division. 

PRICKLY PEAR LANDS. 

Public attention waf' first called in Parliament to the growth of prickly 
pear as a pest in 1882, and in 1885 it was stated that an area of 5,000 acres 
had become infested in the upper Hunter district. In 1886 a Prickly Pear 
Destruction Act was passed, and with some modification in 1901 this remained 
the law relating to the p-est until 1924. The law, however, was not put 
into ope!ation extensively, I1Rd the spread of the pest continued practieally 
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unchecked. In 1911 it was estimated that 2,000,000 acres of land were 
infested with pear, and at the end of 1924 the area so infested was stated to 
be 7,600,000 acres, the greater part of which, however, was lightly infested. 

At this juncture the law was completely revised and the Prickly Pear Act, 
1924, WaS designed to provide means for preventing the further spread of 
the pest and of eradicating it where possible. This Act (as amended in 1925) 
related to all lands infested by prickly pear and provided for the appointment 
of a Commissioner to administer its provisions. It was made an obligation 
on the owners and occupiers of all lands within the State to keep uninfested 
land entirely free from prickly pear, and all owners and occupiers of freehold 
or leased lands already infested were required to make an annual return 
to the Commissioner, showing the area of their holdings upon which prickly 
pear is growing, together with information as to the steps being taken to 
deal with it. 

The Commissioner may delimit prickly pear zones and classify the land 
within such zones into four grades, according to whether it is free from prickly 
pear, lightly infested, heavily infested or very heavily infested, and may 
issue instructions to land holders requiring them to take steps to clear their 
lands .. Failure to comply with such a direction may be met by penalty, 
and, in addition, the Commissioner may have the land cleared at the expense 
of the owner. Upon the recommendation of the Commissioner, the Minister 
may give assistance to any owner in clearing his land in the form of an advance 
repayable over a term not exceeding twenty years; and by agreement with 
the holder, the terms and conditions of leases of any infested lands leased 
from the Crown may be varied in any manner approved by the Governor. 
Crown lands already infested may be leased under the Prickly Pear Act, 
under special conditions. 

Where any private land is classified as very heavily infested, i.e., as land 
of less value than the cost of freeing it from pear, the owner may divest 
himself thereof by surrendering it to the Crown, and in such case he is required 
to fence off the surrendered portion and to maintain free of pear a strip 
of land 10 feet wide within and around such surrendered portion. Crown 
lands classified as very heavily infested may be granted by the Minister to 
any person who has freed them from pear. 

The Act establishes a Prickly Pear Destruction Fund by providing for 
five years from 1st January, 1925, an annual appropriation of £30,000 from 
Consolidated Revenue. This fund is under control of the Minister, to be 
applied by him for the administration of the Act. The Minister is empowered 
to make grants from this fund for the purpose of assisting councils, pastures 
protection boards, and the trustees of cemeteries, commons, or reserves to 
meet their obligations under the Act. 

CLOSER SETTLEMENT. 

The circumstances leading to the adoption of what is known as the" Closer 
Settlement Policy" are described on page 7l0. Further reference to the 
subject may be found in previous Year Books. 

The Closer Settlement Acts provide that the Minister for Lands may, with 
the sanction of the Governor and the approval of Parliament, purchase 
private tll?tates at a price approved by Parliament. But any alienated estate 
whose unimproved value exceeds £20,000 may be compulsorily resumed for 
closer settlement. 

Land comprised in any improvement or scrub lease, or section 18 lease, 
may also be resumed or purchased under agreement for closer settlement 
upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory Board. To 30th 
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June, 1924, an area of 564,695 acres comprised in 64 long-term leases had 
been re-acquired in this way at a cost of £200,799, and had been disposed of 
in 605 farms consisting of homestead farms and Crown leases under the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act. 

Within six months after the passing of an Act sanctioning the cdtistlruction 
of a line of railway, the governor may notify a list of estates within 15 miles 
of the the railway line; within six months of this notification the Governor 
may notify his intention to consider the advisableness of acquiring for purposes 
of closer settlement land so notified, the property of one owner, and exceeding 
£10,000 in value. The area of land under notification in June, 1924, was, 
2,300,533 acres. 

At any time after a proclamation of intention to consider the advisable­
ness of acquiring an estate, if an agreement be made that the land shall be 
subdivided for closer settlement by the owner, the power of resumption may be 
suspended for a term not exceeding two years. Any sale or lease made under 
such agreement, and any subsequent sale, lease, or transfer made within five 
years of the original sale or lease, must be submitted to the Minister, and if 
it be found that the owner has failed to fulfil the conditions, the suspension of 
the power of resumption shall cease. 

The total area acquired under the ordinary provisions of the Closer Settle­
ment Acts, was 1,145,758, acres at an aggregate purchase price of £4,544,230. 
This area originally consisting of fifty-eigbt estates, was divided into 2,463 
farms. Except in regard to Returned Soldiers' Settlement, operations under 
the ordinary provisions of the Closer Settlement Acts have ceased and are now 
confined to promotion proposals, i.e., cases where owners agree to sell estates 
under closer settlement conditions. Particulars of the provisions of the 
earlier Closer Settlement Acts and details of the operations thereunder are 
given in previous Year Books. 

Closer Settlement Promotion. 

The prOViSIOns of the Closer Settlement Acts of 1918 and 1919, which 
replace the Closer Settlement Promotion Act, 1910 (repealed), enable three 
or more perons, or one or more discharged soldiers, each of whom is qualified 
to hold a settlement purchase, to negotiate with an owner of private lands, 
and under certain conditions to enter into agreements with him to purchase 
a specified area on a freehold basis, for a price to be set out in each agreement. 
Anyone or more discharged soldiers or sailors may also enter into agreements 
to purchase on a present title basis from the holder a conditional purchase; 
a conditional purchase lease; a conditional purchase and conditional lease, 
including an inconvertible conditional lease ; a homestead selection; a home­
stead farm; a settlement lease; a Crown lease, or any part of one or more of 
such holdings, or an improvement or scrub lease, not substantially more 
than sufficient for the maintenance of a home. 

Upon approval by the Minister, the vendor, in the case of private land, 
surrenders the area to the Crown, and the purchaser acquires it as' a settle­
Ulent purchase. In the case of land acquired on present title basis, the 
vendor transfers it to the purchaser. The vendor is paid by the Crown, 
either in cash or in Closer Settlement Debentures, and the freehold "value of 
the land, inclusive of improvements thereon, purchased for any oie'pcrson 
must not exceed £3,000, except in special cases where the improvements 
warrant it, when the freehold value may be up to £3,500; if the 'land is 
found suitable for grazing only, the freehold value may be up to £4,000. 

Each farm is worked independently, the co-operation of the applicants 
ceasing with the allotment of an area. Each applicant has to pay a d-eposit 



774 NEW SOUTH WALES OPPICIAL YEAR BOOK. 

of 6t per cent. of the Crown valuation of the farm granted to him, except 
discharged soldiers or sailors, who are not required to pay any deposit. Re­
payments of the balance of the purchase money to the Crown are subject 
to the regulations in force at the date of commencement of title. At pre­
sent the regulations provide for repayment at the rate of 6t per cent, per 
annum of the capital value of the farm, where the pmchase money is paid 
in cash; this includes interest at the rate of 5t per cent. on the outstanding 
balance, the whole indebtness being discharged in thirty-two years, where 
the initial deposit is paid. If the lavnd is paid for by debentures, the deposit 
and annual instalments to be paid by applicants f,re n per cent. ilL advance 
of the rate of interest paid by the Crown in connection with the debentures, 
and the interest to be paid on the unpaid balance of purchase money is t per 
cent. in advance of the rate of interest paid by the Crown as afores'1icL 

Postponement of the payment of instalments and of interest for a period 
may be sanctioned in special circumstances, and holders of farms may obtain 
advances from the Rural Bank CommiEsioners on account of improvements 
effected. 

From the commencement of the Closer Settlement Promotion Act in 
September, 1910, till 30th .Tune, 1924, promotion proposals were received 
in respect of 7,469 farms of a total area of 3,860,244 acr08, the amount 
involved being £17,739,412, but many of these proposals were either with­
drawn or refused. The total number of promotion proposals under the 
Closer Settlement Acts allotted and finally dealt with for which payment had 
been made by the Government Savings Bank and from the Closer Settlement 
Fund as at 30th .Tune, 1924, were 3,73] farms, representing 1,774,920 acres, 
in respect of which a sum of £8,254,009 had been advanced; of this number 
1,149 farms, embracing an areft of 471,104 acres at a cost of £2,439,230, were 
paid for by the Government Savings Bank, and payment was made from the 
Closer Settlement Fund in rCSDcct of the balance. 

In all (exclusive of irrigati~n projects) 1,841 estates and leases had been 
acquired by the Government for purposes of closer settlement of civilians and 
returned soldiers. These estates embraced 3,798,493 acres, for which the 
purchase price was £13,719,343, and there were added 104,326 acres of adjacent 
Crown lands. The total number of farms made available was· 7,707. 

8/l1mnary of Closer SEttlement Operation,~. 

The following table provides It summary of the varimlfl closer settlem*mt 
operations, including lands acquired and administered under the Closer 
Settlement and Returned Sordiers' Settlement Acts, lands acquired by 
executive authority and by virtue of section 197 of the Crown Lan(h Act, 
and administered by the Closer Settlement Board :--

Fanus made available. 

Mode of 
Acquisition. 

Area. I I 
! I Price paid 1 __ -. ________ _ 

Estates I I' I for I 
Acquired Adjaaent ! AClfllired 

I Acquired. I Crown 1 Land. I 
I : Lands. I 

Direct pur~h~se' ... . .. 1 NO'27 I ~~~~~·171· 
Crown Lands Act (s. 197) t! 23 46,203 
Closer Settlement Actr- I' 

Promotion Provisions .... 1,669 11,774,9.20 I. 

Ordinru:y Provisions ''', 58 1,145,758 I 

Tot"l ···1 1,777 I 3,233,798 i 

Acres. It I 
173 466,387 
374 253,918 

... 8,254,009 i 
103,7i9 4,5H,230 I 
104,326 \13,518,544 

No. Area. 

Acres. 
505 266,015 
403 45,594 

Value. 

It. 
506,660 
324,942 

3,731 1,774,920 8,254,009 
2,463 1,218,869 4,602,056 

7,102 I 3,305,398 1 13,687,661 

"Including 19,646 acres of improvement lease, and 160,028 ot SCTllb lease acqllired at nominal value. 
t Including one estate of 21,300 acre1, Btrrrencrered at nominal value for retarned soldierS'. 
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The difference between the area, acquired (Ivith adjacent Crown lands 
adele·d) and the area of farms made available was 32,726 acres, allsorbed in 
reserves, roads, school and village Bites. The numrJer of estates acquired 
under the promotion provisions of the Closer Settlement Act io comparatively 
large, because 952 individual holdings, besides holdings containing only a 
few farms, wen' acquire(l mainly for soldier settlers. 

So far u.s CJ,TI be asccrt~il1e:], the lando cDverc1, by the D}.J.J\TC t~:J Ie 'v ere 
disposed of as follows at 30th June, 1924 :-
-------------------------_._---

Farms Occupied. 

~1u;l1ner of Disposul. ---;:-1 Area. Ii. Capital Value. 
---- -~----

Acres. I £ 
Settlement Purchases >f. 5,435 2,573,115 111,336,083 
Soldiers' Group Purchases Confirmed 965 410,567 i 2,076,315 

Provisionally Allotted 306 61,212 I § 
under Cultural Systemt 91 3,21() i § 

Seven Estates disposed of under Crown Lands and I' 

Returned Soldiers' Settlement Acts ... 46 186,151 § 
Settlement Purchases converted into Homestead Farms 43 23,543 102,929 
Alienated (deeds issued) __ 37t 9,776 \ § 

Total disposed of and in occupation 

Balance J ~oldiers' Group Settlements .. . 
, L tiettlemcnt Purchases .. . 

~ 6,92~ 3,267,583! ___ § __ 

1171 9,948 1 § 
62 27,867 i § 

I 
J 

'Including settlement purchases occupied by returned soldiers. tOrchard blocks in course of 
development. IPartiyestimated. §Not.avaiw)Jle. 

Of the b,tlance of landR not in occupation at 30th June, 1924, an area of 
21,265 acres of settlement purchafles and 1,4.28 acres of soldier's group Rettle­
ment purchases were available for application, the remainde.r being lands 
used for administrative purposes OT forfeited lands being prepared for re­
allotment. 

:tn addition 64 improvement, scrub, and 18th s':'ction leases were resumed 
by the Crown. upon the recommendation of the Closer Settlement Advisory 
Board. These embraced an area of 554,695 acres, for which a sum of £200,799-
was paid as compensation, and they were subdivided into 605 farms and 
aHot,ted as Crown leases and homestead farms under the Crovvn Land", Act. 

The balance of: purchase money in respeet of the abovc farmR under thO' 
Closer Settlement Acts, omitting group soldier settlements, as at 30th 

... November, 1922, including defened and postponed instalments and adjusting 
interest, amounted to £10,233,173, and it was estimated that the balance 
of assets ove.r !i3\bilities was £889,705. Arrears of instalments at the same 
date were £349,013, and at 30th June, 1924, £'825,207. 

Other Closer Settlement Operations. 

The Rural Bank in April, 1923, issued particulars of a seheme of advances 
to facilitate suhdivision of private estates, and the first Rural Bank loan of 
£1,000,000 at 5t per cent. was raised locally for the purpose. The 'scheme is 
that the Bank is prepared, after inspection, to issue certificates as to the 
amount it is willing to advance to purchasers of land under suhdivisional 
plans approved by the Land Settlement Board and the Bank. Interest is 
charged at the rate of 6k per cent., and the maximum advance is £3,000, or 
two-thirds of the Bank's valuation of the property, whichever is the lesso In 
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Purpose of Farms made 
avaUable. 

No. of I' No. of I II Estatrs Area Ifarms in Farms Area 
Sub- Subdivided. Sub- Selected. Selected. 

divided. division. 
I I, 

Amount of 
Sales. 

:Mixed Farming .. . 
Grazing... .. . :I~_-:~:~~I ~ -l~: 1,TH:; -~:~:!: .+ 8 I 3~ 7,944 [ 93 55 175,165 297,658 Total 

----------~--~------

In addition, ten holdings, containing in all 143,258 acres, more than 15 miles 
from the proposed railway lines, were subdivided for grazing purposes. 

SETTLEMEJ';T OF' RETl'RNED SOLDIERS. 

Under the Returned Soldiers' Settlement Acts, special provision is made 
for the settlement of discharged soldiers on Crown lands, including the 
l'tlurrufubidgee Irrigation Areae-, and on lands ucyuired under the Closer 
Settleri1ent Ads all<1otherwise. 

Land has been made available principally under the following tenures ;_ 
]. Ho'mestead Farm.--Lease in perpetuity. 
2. Crown: IJease.--Lease for 45 yearf'. 
3. Returned Soldiers' Special Holding.--Purchase or lea,~e. 
4. Suburban Holding.--Lease in perpetutiy. 
5. Irrigation Farm.--Purchase or lease in perpetuity. 
6. Group purchase. 
7: Settlement purchase. 
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Provision also exists in the Closer Settlement Acts under which one or 
more discharged soldiers may purchase privately-owned land upon terms 
approved by the Minister for Lands, the Crown providing the whole of the 
purchase money. Transactions of this nature are permitted only in cases 
in which additional Rettlement is provided. The Mini8ter has discretionary 
power to refuse any such proposal. 

The maximum value of land and improvements which may be'so pur­
chased by any individual iR £3,000; in special caseR, however, this may be 
increased to £3,500 or £4,000 for purely grazing areas. 

An advance not exceeding £625 may be made available for each soldier 
settler, but it mURt be used only for the general improvement of the land, 
purchase of implements, stock, seed, and other necessaries, or in the erection 
of buildings. The total amount advanced under the Returned Soldiers' 
Settlement Act to 30th June, 1924, was £2,851,797, and of this Sllm £457,51& 
(or 61 per cent. of claims rendered) had been repaid, while interest amounting 
to £149,821 (or 47 per cent .. of the amount due) had been paid. 

Terms of repayment are usually as follows ;---
House and other Permanent Improvements.--B.y payments over twenty­

five years, interest only being charged during first five years. 
Stock and Implements.--Six yearH, interest only being charged during 

first year. 
Seeds, Plants, etc.--One year. 

Interest as fixed under the Acts may not exceed 3~ per cent. for the first 
year and 4 per cent. £(,r the second year, and it increases progressively by 
not more than t per cent. for each subsequent year, the maximum rate at 
present being 6t per cent. 

H the circumstances so warrant, a returned soldier Rettler approved by the 
Department of Lands m'ly obtain an allowance for sustenance from the 
Department of Repatriation for a period not exceeding six months, the 
rates being :--

For a Single ::'tian.-£1 per week inclm:ive of pension. 
Married Man.--£l lOs. per week, plus 28. 6d. for C'lch child (up to 4) 

under Hi years of age (indusive of pemion). 

The amount of such gifts to settlers in New South vVales for sustenance 
and other expenses to 30th .Tune, 192-1, was £136,446. 

Subject to such conditions as to ~ecurity and terms of repayment as the 
Commission may think fit to impose, soldier settlers on the Murrumbidgee 
and Curlwaa Irrigation Areas may obtain an advance, or hd,ve payment of 
rent ana water rates suspended. The expenditure by the Irrigation Com­
mission on returned soldiers' settlement during 1923-24 was £467 ,878, making 
a tl)tal of £3,661,711 to 30th June, 1924. Repaymentfi and collections to 
the same date amounted to £329,150. 

The total area of land made available exclmively for the sett,lement of 
returned soldiers under the Returned Soldiers' Settlement Act, 1916, during 
the eight years ended 30th June, 1924,. was &,177,930 acres, qf which 
2,30&,054 acres were homestead farms, 1,193,060 acres were under the Closer 
Settlement Promotion Act, 910,311 acres were Crown leases, and 532,147 acres 
were group purchases. These totals contain a certain amount of duplication, 
due to the fact that a number of holdings taken up have revertedJo the 
Crown and have been made ayailable a second time. 
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As nearly as could be ascertained the number and area of hoMings of 
lands in occupation under the returned soldiers' settlement scheme a.s at 
30th J"1:lTIe, 1924., were as IoUow:~ 

Homestead Farms ... 
Crown Leases 

Tenure. 

Irrigation Farms-Murrumbidgee ... 
" " Curhvaa 

Returned Soldiers' Special Holdings 
Set.tlement Purchases 
Settlement Group Purchases 
Acquired Lands under Crown Lands TenurE's 
Farms provisionally allot.ted 
Orchard Block~ under Cultural System 

Total 

Original Areas. 

No. 
1,053 

253 
916 

16 
.353 

2,424 
965 

46 
~06 

91 

Acres. 
1,425,731 

691,752 
66,466 

2&3 
28,037 

1,203,964 
410,567 
186,151 
61,212 

3,219 

[

I Additional 
Areas. 

Ac:res. 
33,564 
16,278 

... j 6,4231 4,077,382 I 49,842 

There were, in addition, 649 farms under the scherne. These were occupied 
almost entirely by soldier settlers on private holdings ,yho hacl received 
finanC!ll assistance under the B,eturned Soldiers' Settlement Acts. In all, 
7,072 farms were in occupation undcr the returned solc1icfs' settlement 
scheme as at 30th June, 1924, in addition to these who held farms by the 
ordinary prOC8sses of settlement,. The total area which had been made 
available exclusively for returned soldiers was 5,177;930 acres, and of this 
area 224,709 acres ~eIl1ained available at 30th June, 1924. 

In addition, small areas of land have been made available exclusively for 
returned soldiers as conditional purch'lses, condit,ionalleases, and suburban 
holdings. Purchase had been completed and deeds issued in regard to 15 
returned soldiers' special holdings, containing 476 acres, and approval of 
purchase had been obtained in the case of 73 containing 3,735 acres. These 
are included above. 

The following table affords a s:tmmary of the number, area, and cos,t of 
private estates acquired for soldiers' Ee~tlement to 30th June, 1924:~ 

Class of Acquisition. 

Promotion Provisions Clooer Settlement Acts* ... 1 

Group Seil;lement ~·Closer Settlement Acts 
. Section un, Crowll Lands Actt 

Direct P'lTchase ulld~r 
Executive COUDcilt 

Total 

.auLhority 

No. 
1,446 

25 
23 

Area. I Purchase I ~~:~~s 
I Mone~~ a,-ailable. 

I I 
I 

acres, £ 
1,~~2,~2~ 5,;:14(;,178 

I ,,01.,tlO.:> 1,7ii:I,P.41, 
46,:!03! ::'5:1,9 J 8 I 

I : i 

No. 
2,379 

756 
403 

i I 

£66,917 I 466,3Si I 505 

l,SS7,248j7.820,424 ! 4,043 

'I- Includes 0;)2 sing,!€, farms. 1. Includes liJ).674 acres lolllr term leases-at llominaol yalne. 
t Includl~s one estate surrendered at nominal value, practically as a gift.. 

As nearly ctS could be cl~,certain8d at. 30th JUDe, 1924, the n,hove farm~ had 
been dl~posed of il~ follows :--2,42~ farms, embracing 1,203,964 acree, valued 
at £5,tfll ,P27, as scttlellcent p,-uchLses: 9G5 farms, ombracing 410,:567 acres 
valued at £2,076,315, as settlement group purchases; 46 farms, ,embracing 
186,151 acres under the Crown I,ands Act and Returned Soldiers' Settlement 
Act; 316 fa!'ms, embracing 61,212 acres provi~iollany 1l11())l~tt'd; aIDa 91 orchard 
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blocks, eII}bracing 3,219 acres were occupied under the cultural system. 
The balance of the area-22,135 acre:3, comprised in 211 -farms-included _ 
areas available for settlement, in course of disposo.l, -and lands cccupied by 
civilian settlers. 

The number of returned soldiers who had been placed upon the land up " 
to 30th June, 1924, in New South Wales, through the agencies of the State 
in connection with the repatriation scheme, was 8,819, including 1,747 who .­
had transferred, forfeited, or surrendered their holdings. This total includes 
f:ettlers on private holdings who received financial assistance under the 
Returned Soldiers' Settlement A.cts. 

'I'he total amount of expenditure (exclusive of administration) in regard 
to soldiers' setth~ment in New South 'Vales at 30th ,June, 1924, was 
£17,394,662, consi.sting of £7,887,954 for resumptions, £6,259,643 advanees 
to soldier settlers and developmental expendit.ure, £1,659,619 for railway -
construction, and £1,587,446 for irrigation works. The expenditure on 
resumptions includes £1,g91,540 paid by debentures under the Closer Settle~ 
ment Act, and of the total expenditure the sum of £9,826,203 was advanced 
to the State by the Commonwealth, and £7,568,459 was expended from the 
other funds of the State. 

IRRIGATION AREAS. 

The principal irrigation scheme is on the Murrumbidgee River. It coverS 
an area of 3.59,000 aCres, of which 301,000 acres were formerly freehold 
and leasehold land. On 30th June, 1924, irrigated farms of a total area of 
116,000 acres were held by 2,061 settlers and, in addition, 89,747 acres wen~ ~ 
leased as dry areas. 

The disposal of Crown lands within irrigation arep,s is regulated by the 
Crown I .. ands Consolidation Act, 1913, the Irrigation Act, 1912, and the· 
Irrigation Holdings (Freehold) Act, 1924. These areas are administered 
by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission. A speciallalld board, -
with the powers and duties of a Local Land Board, may be appointed in 
connection with certain provisions of the Crown Land Acts relating to 
lands within an irrigation area; the lands are classified as town, irrigable, -
and dry or non-irrigable la,nds. A person (except a married woman not 
separated from her husband by judicial decree) 16 years or over, if a 
male, or 18 years or over, if a female, or two or more such persons, may 
apply for an irrigation farm or block. An alien is not debarred, but he must . 
become naturalised within three years under penalty of forfeiture. In terms 
of the Act of 1924 the normal title to holdings within irrigation areas is per~ -
petuallease, subject to perpetual payment of rent, performance of resid'.mce 
and the making of certain improvements. The rent is at the rate of 2! per cent .. 
of the capital value-minimum for town land blocks, £1 per annum. At 
the expiration of five years after the granting of the application, a grant of 
the farm or block will be issued to the holder, provided that the required 
conditions have been observed. The holding may be protected against sa1ft 
for debt in certain circumstances. Non-irri!rable leases mav be issued lor­
any term approved by the Minister: and it IS also provided -that lands may 
be set aside for purchase,or that any existing lease may be converted into a 
purchase by application and the payment of instalments extending OVer· 
thirty,seven years. . , 

In respect of town land blocks, the conditions of residence are not imposedT • 

and no person may hold more than three adjoining blocks for residence,or' 
four adjoining blocks for business purpos.es. . 

84i87-O 
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On the 30th .June, 1924, 2;061 farms were held, representi~g a total area 
of 116,000 acres and annual renta1 of £fi9,314. In addition, there were 
held 879 town land blocks, comprising 222 acres, at a total rental of £7,297 
and 89,747 acres leased as dry areas, yielding £]3,017 in rent during the 

_year. 
Irrigation settlements have been established also at Hay and at Curlwaa, 

near Wentworth. These were, in 1913, placed under the control of the 
Water ConRervation and Irrigation Commission. The tenure under which 
farms are held in these two areas is leasehold, ranging from three to thirty 
years' duration, and the policy adopted by the Commissioners has been to 
extend the tenures, subject to such conditions and reappraisement of rent 

· ~s they may decide. 
The Hay Irrigation Area consists of an area of 4,500 acres; and at 30th 

· June, 1924, 1,035 acres were held by sixty-five settlers in 1088 irrigation 
blocks, ranging ftom 3 up to 34 acres with a leasehold tenure of thirty years, 

w~i~e 2~~7 6_ ~cre~ wer~ le~se_~ ~s fifAty:~ne~~on ~~rr!~tedh bl?:~~n f.or Q :\or: L tern tIS 
up IJO !lVe yei1l1tio Tne vuu.v"aa rl.-rc;a" CUH~prJ."'Cb ltJ,'5uO "'"'V.I.-Co.;, ."'-'--"-,"- ,...,1; 30 .. ,h 

· JUne, 1924, 147 irrigated farms, of an area of 1,966 acres, were under occupation 
by 124 settlers, with a leasehold tenure of thirty years. In addition, 7,563 
acres were leased for short terms. 

The following table shows t.he number and area of farms in occupation 
on each of the irrigation areas at 30th June in each. of the past five years :-

I 
Murrumbidgee. I Hay. I Curlwaa. 

Year end .. /l 30th .Tune. --'FiC:a-=rm=-s'--:'-1 Town Blocks. Farms.' I Farms. 
No f Acres No I Acres No [Acres No I Acre. 

I--920 
I 
1 
I 
i 

9'21 
g"" ~~ 

923 
924 

... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
1,

165
1 

57,170 
. .. 1,361 . 75,974 

1,781 108,210 ... 
... 2,064 1 119.610 

2,061 116,000 ... 

321 

I 

79 
67*1 

3,724 92 
543 136 69 3,737 106 
732 175 70 3,737 120 
839 204 ~n 3,733, 123 
879 I 222 3,911 124 I 

• Reduction.in number of lessees is due to group settlers transferring 'to individuals. 

8,532 
8,393 
\\,531 
9,531 
9,529 

t 

t Ratanop of area not occupied as farms, comprises roads) channels, and other reserves, including 
F permissive occupaney. 

Further information concerning the irrigation schemes of the State will 
be found in chapter" Water Conservation and Irrigation" of this Year 
Book. 

Tenures in ITTigation Areas. 
The Irriga,tion Holdings (Freehold) Act, which came into force on 23rd 

December, 1924, was applied to all lands within any irrigation area of the. 
State. It created three classes of leases, viz., irrigation farm lease, town' 
lands lease, and non-irrigable lease. These are perpetual leases, subject to 

. the fulfilment of certain conditions, such as residence and the making of'. 
improvements, but it is also provided that non-irrigable leases may be granted' 
for such term as may be determined by the Minister. The term of residence 
must commence within six months of the granting of a lease, and must con-

. tillue until the Irrigation Commission certifies that improvements have been' 
performed as required by the notification which made the lands ~vailable. 
The freehold of any of these leases may be acquired by purchase upon applica­
tion accompanied by the prescribed fees and deposits and th.e payment of . 
the balance in seventy-three half-yearly instalments .. Such purchases, how- , 
ever,. are subject to the coveJlant that dairying lands and horticultural lands ' 
will be used for their respective purposes, to the reservation of all minerals 

. in the land, and conditions securing upon the la,nd all rates alld charges for' 
water, as provided by the Irrigation: Act. 
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LAND RESUMPTIONS AND ApPROPRIATIONS. 

Alienated land required by the State may be obtained by resumption. 
purchase, exchange, surrender, or gih. Resumptions are made under· thil 
l'ublic Works, Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition, and Local Govern~ 
ments Acts, and except when made for purposes of Public Instruction or 
Raihvays they are treated by the Valuer-General. Resumptions for Federal 
purposes are made under the Commonwealth Lands Acquisition Act, 
1906-16, Lands Acquisition (Defence) Act, 1918, and War Service Homes 
Act, 1918-20. Any Crown lands may be appropri~ted for public purpose~. 

The following statement, shows the area of resumptions and appropriations 
and of the principal purchases which were made during the past five years. 
Purchases of land for hospitals and other semi-public purposes are not 
included. 

Year ended 
~Oth June. 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 

Resumptions 
and Purchases. 

a. r. p. 
27,840 1 22 
8,605 0 28 
4,346 1 9 

28,354 1 12 
1,538 0 23 

Crown Lands 
Appropriawd. 

a. r. p. .. 
* 

2,2315 0 26 
10,648 2 15 

477 0 31 
* Nov avallable. 

Gifts. Total. 

a r. p. a. r. p. 
17 2 2 27,857 3 24 
40 3 25 8,646 0 13 

9 3 17 6,592 1 12-
13 0 17 39,016 0 4 
10 0 11 2,02.3 1 25 

The purposes of resumptions, appropriations, and purchases during 1923-24 
were:- Area. Area. 

a. r. p. a. r. p. 
Artesian Bore 6 ~ 28 Railways and Tramways 1,302 1 2 
Bridge 3 0 5 Sanitary Depots 19 o 18 
Defence 7 2 36 Savings Bank ... 0 o 22 
Fire Station 0 3 :37 Sewerage 14 1 32 
Harbour Improvements ::: 84 2 15 Storm \Vater Channels 
Hospital... . .. 1 0 6 and Drainage ... 6 1 0 
Municipal Streets Dep6ts, Water Storage and River 

etc. . .. 16 o 31 Dam '" 3 o 35 
Police Stations ... 2 o 26 Water Supply ... 14 3 1 
Postal 4 1 11 Wharf Improvements ... 244 2 0 
Public Parks and'Recre~: 

tion Reserves .. 97 1 6 Total... 2,025 I 25 
Pflblic School Sites 196 ] 34 ------

Land resumptions, purchases, and gifts in quinquennial groups from the 
,yea,r 1900 inclusive, were as follow :-

Year. 

: 1900-04 
190::;-09 
19H1-14 
1915-19 

1920 
1921 

"1922 
1923 
1924 

Resutnptions, 
Appropriations, and 

Purchases. 

a. r. p. 
8,876 1 37 

105,848 3 8 
282,008 3 17 

64,194 o 35 
27,840 1 22 

8,605 o 28 
6,582 1 35 

39,002 3 27 
2,015 1 14 

Gifts. Total. 

a. r. p. a,. r. p. 
833 3 23 9,710 1 20 
439 1 27 106,288 o 35 
117 o 10 282,125 3 27. 
81 o 35 64,27f! 1 30 
17 2 2 27,857 324 
40 3 25 8,646 o 13 
9 3 17 6,592 I 12 

13 o 17 39,016 0 4 
10 011 2,025 1 25 

Thetotal area of land dealt ~ith in this way between 1890 and June, 1924 
w1ts approximately 557,000 acres, including about 279,500'acres£or water' 

'{)onservation and irrigation projects, 52,000 acr~s for defence, 48,000 acres .' 
for railways and tramways, 31,000 acres for town water supplies, and 89,000 
·acres for closer settlement. 



Dedication of Land. 
The area. and the purposes for which land was dedicated d1tring 1923-2~ 

were as follows ;-

At.hletic Sports 
Bowling Green 
Fire Station ... 
q~jlraJCellletfll:Y .. 
Literary Institute Sites 
Monument ... 
P1i}jlic Hall .. , 
Public Recreation 

Area. 

a. r. p. 
7 2 34 
034 
037 
o 0 71 
1 1 231 
001 

... 1 1 13 

... 2,108 3 ll~ 

Public Roads ... 
Public School Site 
Show Grounds 
T(}wn Hall ... 
Trade School Site 
War Memorial 

Total 

Area. 

a. r. p. 
185 0 12 
83 0 It 

1 2 31t 
o 038 
o 0 23 
o 1 0 

... 2,391 1 21 

REVENUE FROM PUBLIC LANDS, 1919-23. 
The following statement shows the revenue received from public lands 

dming tlte years ended 30th June, 1920, to 192·1, also the revenue per 
capita ;-

Head of Revenue. I 1919-20. I 1920-21. I 1921-22. I 1922-23. I 1923-24. 

£ 
Auct~on and Special Sales ... 73,365 

Conditional Purchases ... ... 1,052,338 

Pastoral Occupation ... . .. 481,106 

Mining Occupation ... ... 137,955 

Miscellaneous Land Receipts ... 211,805 
----

Gross Revenue ... £ 1,956,569 

Refunds ... ... £ 41,130 

Net Revenue ... £ 1,915,439 

uction and Special Sales ... 
onditional Purchases ... -.. 
astoral Occupation ... ... 
ining Occupation ... ... 

A. 

C 

P 

M 

M iscellaneous Land Receipts ... 

Gross Revenue '" £ 

Refunds ... ... £ 

Net Rev-enue ... ;£ 

£ S. d. 
0 0 9 

010 4 

0 4 8. 

0 1 4 

0 2 1 
----

o 19 2 

0 0 5 

o 18 9 

, 
£ £ £ £ 

58,595 43,550 69,296 92,341 

1,191,166 1,099,465 965,938 909,563 

541,419 503,200 510,192 53!l,6~ 

158,313 156,574 168,290 18.5,;')67 

249,165 249,649 236,664 243,514 
--------------
2,198,1158 2,052,438 1,950,380 1,970,617 

47,193 43,618 36,147 40,9ll 
----------

2,151,465 2,008,820 1,914,233 1,929,706 

REVENUE PER CAPITA. 

£ s. d. £ 8. ~I £ s. d. £ s. d. 
0 0 7 () 0 0 0 8 0 010· 

011 5 010 4[ 0 811 0 8 3 

0 5 2 0 4 9 0 4 8 0 411 

0 1 6 0 1 5 0 1 6 0 1 II 

0 2 4 0 2 4 0 2 2 0 2 2 

1 1 0 o 19 3 o 17 11 o 17 10 

0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 4 0 0 " 
1 0 7 o 18 10 o 17 7 o 17 6 



INDEX. 

Abattoirs, 594, 641 
Aborigines, 101 

Protection, 357 
Absentee Taxpayers, 190, 558, 561 
Accidents, Deaths, 145 

Factory, 689 
Mines, 512 
Railway and Tramway, 240, 248 

Admiralty Jurisdiction, 263 
Adoption of Children, 349 
Advances, Bank, 520, 522 

for Homes, 371, 373, 528 
to Settlers, 528, 738, 742 

Age at Death, 114 
Marriage, 107 

~~ges of Population, 98 
School Children, 51 

Agricultural Bureau, 445 
College, Hawkesbury, 66, 446, 608 
Education, 65, 446 
Research, 446 

Agriculture, 429 
Bananas, 477 
Barley, 471 
Department, 444 
Education, 65 
Employment, 440,667,737 
Ensilage, 473 
Fallowing, 453 
Gazette, 444 
Green Fodder, 472 
Hay, 472 
Holdings, 432, 718 
Land, area, 430 
Land suitable, 430, 730-736 
Machinerv, 439 
:Maize,46'8 
Oats, 470 
Orchards, 473-477 
Potatoes, 472 
Prices, 438, 462, 647, 650 
Sugar-cane, 47:l 
Tobacco, 472 
Value of Production, 436, 700 
Value per acre, 437 
Vineyardil, 472, 474 
Wheat, 448 

Air Defence, 46 
Alcohol, Consumption, 381 
Alienation of Crown Lltnds, 744 
Alieni),99 
Alunite, 510 
Ambulances, 356 
Am'Jsements, 375 
Animals, 567 

Noxious, 000 
Anbimony, 506 
ApiCUlture, 625 
Appeals, Law, 270 
Appendicitis, 142 
Apprenticeship, 683 

91249-c 

Apprentices, State, 352 
Arbitration, Industrial­

Commonwealth, 680 
State, 677 

Architects. 370 
Area of N~w South Wales, 2, 743 

Alienated, 719, 745 
Cultivated, 430 
Incorporated, 294 
Oecupied for Mining, 491, 492 
Suitable for Cultivation, 430,730-736 

Arrivals and Departures, 84 
Art Gallery, National, 78 
Artesian Bores, 489 
Assurltnce, Industrial, 542 

Life, 541 . 
Asylums, State, 356 
Attorney-General, 33, 273 
Auditor-General, 37 
Australian Meat Council, 592 
Australian Notes, 513, 516 
Awards, Industrial, 679 
B.A.W,R,A" 580 
Baby Health Centres, 118, 348 
Bacon, 622, 623 

Consumption, 623, 640 
Exports, 624 
Price iii, 627, 641, 652 

Bananas, 477 
Bankruptcy, 260, 551 
Banks, 518 

Advances, 520, 522 
Assets, 520 
Capital and Profit, 519 
Classification of Accounts. 523 
Commonwealth Bank, 526 
Deposits, 522, 531 
Exchange Rates, 525 

Settlement, 524 
Interest Rates, 525, 530 
Liabilities, 519 
Notes, 513, 516 
Reserves, 522 
Rural Bank, 519, 528, 738, 740 
Savings, 371, 373, 527 

Barley, 471 
Barnardo Homes, 89 
Barristers, 277 
Bee-farming, 625 
Beef, 419, 640 

Export Trade, 590, 593 
Prices, 640, 641, 650, 652 

Beer, 422 
Consumption, 381 

BettiNg Taxes, 184, 188, 376 
Bills of Exchange, 525 

of Sale, 553 
Treasury, 205, 210, 216 

Birthphwes of Population, 93 
Prisoners, 289 



NEW SOUTII lVALES OJjlBf:CIAL YEAR BOOK. 

Births, 108 
Deaths in Childbirth, 143 
Notification, 347 
Plural, III 
Rates, 108, 109, llO 
Rates, Metropolis and Remainder of 

State, 110 
Sexes of Children, III 

Biscuit Factories, 420 
Bismuth, 506 
Blindness, 346 
Boards and Trus.t8,,37 

Fire Commissioners; 318 
Health, 333, 637 
Land,268,743 
Rural Industries, 739' 
T~riff,Ur: 
Trade-Commonwealth,147' 

~ State, 270 .. 679, 684; 692-
Boot and Shoe Factories, 424' 
Bores, Artesian, 489 
Boring, Shallow, 490' 
Botanic Gardens, 374, 
Boundaries of New South Wales, l· 
Bounties on ManufactnredProducts,.509· 
Bounty on Fruit, 478 
Brands, Stock, 604 
Bread Consumption, 639, 643 

Prices, 643, 652 
Weight of loaf, 638 

Breadwinners, 560; 667 
Breweries, 422 

Licenses, 377, 380 
Brickworks, 415 
Bridges, 328 
Bridge, Sydney Harbour, 172, 237 
Bright's Disease, 142 
Broken Hill Mines, 501 
Bronchitis, 140 
Bronze Currency, 513 
Building, Cost, 654 
Building Sooieties;5'33;' 536. 
Buildings, New, 37'(')' 

Stone, 511 
Bulk Handling of Gra;iil, 458 
Bullion and Speeie~Iin~rtg: and Ex· 

ports, 151 
Burrinjuck Dam, 9, 481, 48~. 
Bursaries­

Endowment.Act, 62 
State Scfibol, 6It 
University, 63 

Bush Nursing Association, 336, 357 . 
Business Licenses (Mining); 41n; 
Butter, Consumption, 624, 639, 64'4:< 

Exports, 618 
Factories, 418, 611 
Prices, 619, 624,,627, 650,652 
Production, 612;' !WI. 

Cable Services, 389 
Cadets, Military, 45 
Camels, 588 
Cancer, 135 
Candle Factories, 414 
Capital Cities, Austrll-lillllt POpulation;.9.5." 
Capital invested in Manufactories; 400' 
Capital Punishment, 280 

Cattle, 567, 583, 609 
Breeds, 585 
Dairy, 609 
Interstate Movement, 586 
Prices, 589 , 
Required for Food, 642 
Slaughtering, 586, 593, 642 

Census Enumerations, 81, 667' 
Fruit Trees, 477 

Chambers of Commerce, 163· 
Charitable, Relief, 334, :f56 
Charities (see Hospitals), 35!; 
Cheese Consumption, 624, 639'1.644:;, 

Prices, 652 
Production, 612; 621' 

Childbirth, Deaths; 143 
Children, Ages, 51 

Courts, 264, 347, 353 
Deaths, 115, 117 
Defective, 56' 
Delinquent, 353 
Deserted. 347, 353 
Employment, 347, 355; 4l1;.68~' 
Homes, 351 
Labour in Factories; 411: 
Mentally Demient; 56; 354 
Neglected, 347, 353 
Physically Defective, 356· 
Protection, 347 
Reformatories, 56 
State Wards, 347, 350 
Welfare, 347 

Chinese Restriction, 23, 86 
Chromite, 506 ' 
Church Adherents, 387 

Schools, 52, 59 
Cigarettes and Cigars, Consumption •. 385. 

Manufacture, 422 
Cirrhosis of the Liver, 142 
Cities of New South Wales; 96. 292 
Citizen Forces,.45, 
Citrus Crops, 474' 
City Railway, 236 
Climate, 11 
Climatic Divisions, 1:~ 
Clinics, Baby, 118,348 

University, 72 
Venereal Diseases; 343; 

Closer Settlement, 772 
Closer Se.ttlement Account, 19Si 
Cloth Factories; 423 
Clothing, Cost, 663 
Coal,506 

Consumption, 405, 508 
Exports, 508 
IntermitMnc~ in l\fining,672' 
Miners, 494· 

Wages, 695 
Prices, 495, 508, 650 
Production, 508 
Sale, 637 
State Mine, 507 

Coastal Division, 16,730 
Coastline, 3 
Coffee, Consumption, 639, 646 

Prices, 652 
Coinage, 514 
Coke, 405, 426, 507 



'INDEX, 

Cold StorageWorb"G$ 
Commerce, 147,750 

Chambers, J63 
Expor.ts,149 
Imports, 149 

Commercial Commissioners, 162 
Education, 64 

Commissions and Trusts (Public), 37 
Common Law, 258 
Commons, 374, 750 
Commonwealth Bank, 526 

Financial Relations with States, 217 
Government Steamers, 179 
'Housing Operations, 373 

Communicable Disea,ses, 128,342 
Community Advancement Societies, 365 

Settlement, 533, 739 
, Companies, Incorporated, 532 

Banking, 518 
General Insurance, 549 
Income, 564 
Life Assurance, 541 

Compensation, Accident­
Railwavs, 240 
Seamet;:'s, 181, 891 
Tramways, 248 
Workmen's, 689 

Compensation, Closing 6fHotels, 379 
Compulsory Defenoe'Training, 45 
Conciliation, Industrial, 677 
Conjugal Condition of :Population, 103, 

106 
Conjugal Rights, Restitution, 262 
Conservatorium of Music, 76 
Consolidated Revenue Account, 193 
Constitution, Federal, 43 

State. 31 
Consumption of Food, 455, 623, 638 
Consumption, National Association for 
, the Prevention and Cure, 343 
Consumptives, Hospital, 337, 340, 343 
Continuation Schools, 56, 58 
Convulsions of Children, 138 
Cook, Captain James, 21 
Coomealla Irrigation Area, 487 
Co-operative Societies, 533, 739 
Copper, 503 
Copyright, 276 
Coroner's Courts, 266 
Cost·of Living, 661, 665,692 
Cotton, 473 
County Councils, 293, 318 
Courts of Law-

Appeals, 270 
Children's, 264, 3§Z 
Coroner's, 266 
Criminal, 263, 266 

Appeal, 271 
District, 256 
Fair Rents, 255, 655 
High Court of Australia, 252, 270, 271 
Industrial Arbitration, 269, 677, 680 
Land and Valu6tion, 200, 743 
Licensing, 254 
Magistrates, 252, 264 
Marine Inquiry,:182, 256 
'Mining Wardens, 256, 491 
Petty Sessions, 263 

Courts of Law~wntinug. 
Quarter Sessioll$, .267,' 21J 
Small Debts, 2'52 
Supreme, 252,.257 
Taxation, Review,.:?55 

Cows, Dairy, 609,'613 
Creches, 348 
Credit, Rural, 533, 7:38 
Crime, 267 
Criminal Courts, 263, 266i 
Crops, 430, 440 

Divisions of State, 431' 
Crown Lands-Aliena,tion, 715,722,743 

Holdings, 724 
Cultivation_Area, 430,433, 730-,7.;16 

Various Crops, 432, 433 
Curlwaa Irrigation Area, 483,780 
Currency, . 513 
Customs Acts, 147, 158 

Revenue, 160 
Dacey Garden Suburb, 371 
Dairying, 605 

Cattle, 609 
Employment, 667, 737 
Factories, 418, 611 
Farms, 611, 718 
Instruction, 608 
Local Consumption of ',Products. 623 
Machinery, 737 
Organisations, 607 
Production, 612, 626,700 
Registration of Dairymen, 611.644 
Supervision, 606, 611, 644 ' 

Deaf,mutism, 346 
Deaths, 114-146 

Accident, 145, 240, 24'8,689 
. Appendicitis, 142 
Bright's Disease, 142 
Bronchitis, 140 
Cancer, 135 
Causes, 126-146 
Children, 117, 122,138 

under one year.,T17 
under five years, 122 

Cirrhosis of the Liver, 142 
Convulsions of Children, 138 
Diabetes, 137 
Diarrhooa and Enteritis, :142 
Diphtheria and .Gro~p, ,132 
Diseases of thelligestive SYIl 

tern, 141 
Diseases of the 'Heart, 139 

'Hoomorrhage of the l3rain. '137 
Illegitimate Children, 125 
Tn Childbirth, 143 
In Hospitals, 33.8, 345 
Index of. Mortality, J08,115 
Irtfantile Mortality,Canses, 122 
Influenza, 13: 
Insanity,. 138 
Measles, 130 
Meningitis, 137 
Pneumoni<t. :1'40 
Rates,1L'4, .U5 

Age aurt :Sex,.T14 
Australian 'States, '114 

'Metropolis and Remainder of 
State, 116 
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Dea.hs-continued. 
Scarlet Fever, 130 
Smallpox, 130 
Suicide, 144 
Tnbercnlous Disea~es, 133 
Typhoid Fever, 128 
Violence, 144 
Whooping Cough, 131 

Debt, Public, 208-215, 223 
Deceased Persons' Estat~s, 5a5 
Defence, 45 
Dentists, 336 
Diabetes, 137 
Diamonds, 509 
Diarrhcea and Enteritis, 142 
Diatomaceous Earth, 510 
Digestive System, Diseases, 141 
Dimensions ()f New South WaleR, 1 
Diphtheria and Cronp, 132 
Discount, Bank, 521, 
Disea.ses, Communicahle, 342 
Diseases, Death from, 126-145 

Seasonal Prevalence, 145 
Diseases, Plant, 470 
Dislocations, Industrial, 685 
Dist,rict Courts, 256, 273 
Divorce, 261 
Docks and Sli ps, 179 
Doctors (Medical), 71, 336 
Domestic Training Schools, 65 
Drainage Trusts, 327, 488 
Dreadnought Fund, 89 
Dredging for Minerals, 492, 500, 504 

Gold,500 
Tin, 504 

Drink Bill, 384 
Drnnkenness, 265, 288, 380 
Dumping Foreign Goods, 160 
Dwellings, 366 

Cost of Building, 654 
Rents, 255, 652 

Early Closing-Hotels, 377 
Shops, 682 

Edncation, 47-80 
Agricultural, 65, 446 
Census Records, 4,\ 
Children R@ceiving, 50 
Expenditure by State, 79 
In Sparsely settled Districts, 55 
Societies, 75 

Effective Wage, 698 
Eggs, Prodnction, 625 
Elections, Parliamentary, Federal, 43 

State, 37, 39 
Electric Light and Power Work" 239, 

425 
Municipal, 314 

Electric Lighting (Sydney), 315 
Elevators, Grain, 459 
Emigration, 84 
Em.ployment, 667 

Agencies, 674 
Agricultural, 440, 667, 737 
Children, 355, 411, 683 
Factories, 393, 670 
Mines, 494, 670 
Rural Industries, 440, 667, 737 

Ensilage, 473 

Entertainments Bill, 377 
Tax, 191, 376 

Equity .Jurisdiction, 259 
Estates of Deceased Persons, 551'> 

Taxation, 184, 187, 191 
Evaporation, 13 
Examinations (School), 60, 69 

(Technical), 69 
Exchange Rates, Bank, 525 
Excise Revenue, 160 

Tariff,158 
Executive, Government-Fedeml, 43 

State, 32 
Expenditure-Local Government, 303, 

307,309 
State, 194, 196, 198 

Agriculture, 445 
Business Undertakings, 197,201 
Child Welfare. 350 
Education, 79 
Hospitals and Charities, 335 
Just.ice, 290 
Loan, 205, 207 
Mining, 493 

Experiment Farms, 446, 447, 608 
Exports, 149, 153, 156 

Australian Produce, 149, 156 
Bullion and Specie, 151 
Classification, 156 
Dairy Produce, 156, 624 
Meat, 156, 595 
Pastoral Products, 156, 583, 5\15, 

599,602 
J~xtradition, 279 
Factories (see Manufactories), 393-428 

Increase in Number, 394, 400, 402 
Inspection, 688 

Fair Rents Act, 655 
Court, 255, 655 

Fallowing, Wheat, 453 
Fares, Ferry, 665 

Railway, 234, 6M 
Tramwn,y, 247, 664 

Fa.rming (see Agriculture), 429 
Dairy, 605 
Share, 443 

Farms, Number, 718· 
Farmyard Production, 6~/I, 7t1)O 
Farrer (Wheat) Scholarships, 448 
Fauna of New South Wales, 10, 
Federal Capital Territory, 2, 44, 743~ 

Government, 43 
Feeble-minded Persons, 354 
Fellmongerinp:, 414 
Ferries, 328, 664 
Fertilisers, 441 
Finance-

Federal War Expenditure, 221 
General Account, J 99 
Loans, 205 
Local Government, 303, 306, 310 
Private, 513 
Public, 183-224 
Relations between State and Com­

monwealth, 217 
Revenue and Expenditure of States 

and Commonwealth, 221, 222 
Rural,738 



Finance---continued. 
Taxation (Federal), 184, 189 

(State), 184, 186 
Trust Funds, 204 

INDEX. 

:Fines imposed at Magistrates' Courts, 266 
Fire Commissioners, Board, 318 

Insurance, 549 
Fireclays, 510 
Firewood, Sale, 637 
First Offenders, 279, 287 
Fisheries, 634 

Consumption of Fish, 639, 642 
Culture, 636 
Markets, 642 
Production, 636, 700 
Supply, 642 

:Flats, 366, 367 
Sydney Municipal, 373 

Flora of New South Wales. 10 
Flour, Consumption, 456, 639, 644. 

Mills, 420 
Wheat used, 456 

Food and Groceries, Price Index Num· 
bers, 6,~7 

Food and Prices, 637 
Food-

Bill, 662 
Consumption, 623, 638 
Laws, 637 
Prices, 641, 643, 645, 652 
Standards, 637 

Foreign Companies Trading in New South 
Wales, 533 

Forestry, 628 
Freights, Ocean, 176, 460 

Railway. 235 
Friendly So~ieties, 362, 537, 665 
Fruit, 473, 647 

Bounty, 478 
Canned, 478 
Census, 477 

:Fnel-
Coal used, 509 
Cost, 664-
Used in Factories, 405, 426, 50~ 

Fugitive Offend@rs, 279 
0aols,284 
Gaols, Sickness, 287 
Gas Prices, 664 

Works, 313, 426 
Municipal, 313 

Geological Formation of New South 
Wales, 10 

Gold, 500 
Currency, 513 

Government, Constitutional, 31-43 
Cost, 42 
Early Forms, 31 
Employees, 671 

Arbitration, 681 
Pensions, 360 

Factories and 'IVorkshOI)S, 394, 395 
Finance, 183 • 
Health Services, 334 
Housing Schemes, 369, 371 
Local,291 
Railways and Tramways, 225 

Governor, State, 31 
Grafton Water Board, 324 
Gral'es, 472 
Grasses, Sown, 430, 436, 605 
Green Food, 472 
Groceries, Prices (see also Food) 648, 652, 

658 
Gun Licenses, 385, 386 
Habitual Criminals, 278 
Hremorrhage of the Brain, 137 
Halls, Public, 375 
Harbour Bridge, Sydney, 172, 237, 331 
Harbour Trust, Sydney, 171, 174-
Harbours, 3, 170, 175 
Hat and Cap Factories, 425 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College, 65,446, 

608 
Hay Crops, 472 
Hay Irrigation Area, 483 
Health, Public, 3n 

Federal Department, 334 
Federal Royal Commissi{)n, 334 

Heart, Diseases, 139 
Herd Testing, 609 
High Court of Australia, 270 
History, 21 

Industrial, 705 
Holdings, I"and­

Acrricultural, 432 
P;}rposes for which "Csed, 718 
Rural,717 
Sheep, 5715 
Size, 719 
Suburban, 7615 
Tenure, 722 
Value, 724 

Homes, Advances for, 371, 373,'528 
Census Records, 366 
Cost, 654 
Rents, 255, 652 

Honey, 625 
Horses, 567, 587-600 

Races, 376 
HOSIJitals-

'Beds, 338 
Mental,344 
Patient .. , 338 
Private, 336 
Public, 336 

Expenditure, 339, 340 
Patients, 338 
Revenue, 339, 340 
Staff, 338 

Saturday Fund, 357 
State Expenditure, 334, 339 

Hotels, 377 
Hours of Work, 682 
Houses, 366 

Building, Cost, 654-
Government Assistance, 371, 373, 

529 
For Employees, Small Aims Fac· 

tory, Lithgow, 374 
Inmates, 367, 368 
Materials Used, 368 
Number, 366 
Number of Rooms, 367 
Rents, 255, 652 
Status of Occupier, 369 
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Housing Scheme,State, 1369,;311 
Sydney Municipal,' 313 

Hunter District Water Supply,"a22 
Illegitimacy, 112 

Deaths of Children, ~125 
Immigrants, Distribution, 91 
Immigration, Assisted, 86, 88 

Passage Money, 90 
Restriction, 85 

ImperialWool,Purchase Soheme, 579 
Imports, 149, 152, 154 

Classification, 154 
Country of Origin, 152 

Imprisonment, 284 
Incomes;557,559 

Classified, 563 
Companies, 564 
Sources, 562 
'faxation-

Federal, 184, lIlO 
State, 184, 186 

:Various Countries, 566 
Index Numbers­

Retail Prices, 657 
Wages, 698 
Wholesale Prices, 439, 648, 64~ 

Index of Mortality, 108, 114 
Indust.rial Arbitration-

Awards and Agreements,'679 
Boards, 677 
Commonwealth System, 680 
Conciliation, 678 
Courts, 269, 677, 679 
Crown J<Jmployees;681 
State and Federal, 681 
State System, 677 

'Industrial' Assurance, 542 
Diseases, 689 
Dislocations, 684 

Loss of Wages, 686 
History of New South Wa.l6ll,705 
Hygiene, 688 
Training, Schools,66 
Undertakings, .Government, 201, 

395 415 . 
Unions, 677 

Inebriates, 265, 288, 380 
State Institutions, 288 

Infantile Mortality, 117~126 
Causes, 122 

Infants, Protection, 347 
Infirm, Asylums·for, 356 
Influenza, "132 
Inquests, 266 
Insa"nity (see also Lvnacy and Mental 

Hospitals), 138, 343 
Insurance, 540 
Interest, Bank Rates, 525, 530 

Public Debt,.2Jl,213 
Intoxicants,Oonsumption, ,981, 383 
Invalid Pensions, 359 
Iron, 505 

Production, 417, < 50'5 
Work!,41'7 

Irrigation, 480, '779 
Areas, 293 

Curlwaa,483,'.?:SO 

Irrigation -continued. 
Areas-continued. 

Hay, 48{l;780 
Murrumbidgell, :481,:;'80 

'Sohemes,,485 
Islands, S~dney Jifwbfmr, 1'13 
Jam, Consumption, 645 
Judges, 273 
Jury System, 277 
Justice, Cost of Administration, ~ 

Law Courts, 251 
Minister, 33, 27\1 
Police, 281 
Prisons, 284 

Justices of :ikace, 275 
Juveniles-

Employment, 347,355.,.411, 6S3 
OffendeFlI, .264,353 

Kerosene Shale,'509 
Kiridergart'lln, 60, 64 
Labour (8ee also Employment)­

Agencies, 674 
Conditions ~Mines), 49.4 
Factories, 406, 670 
Mines, 494, 667 
Rural, 440, 667, 737 

Lachlan River, Proposed Irrigation, 487 
Lakes, 3, 4, 8 
Lambing, 573 
Lambs, ,573,.593 
Land-

Acquisition, 752 
Administration,'743 
Agricultural, 430, 730.736 
Alienation, 719, 724, 744,746 
Available for Settlement, '7.51 
Bo.ards and Courts,.268;743 
Closer ,settlement, 772 
Conditional Purchase, 7&4 
Eastern and Central Divisions, 752 
Exchange, 757 
Leases, 492, 749 
Legislation, 743 
Mining, 491, 766, 768 
Mortgages, 554 
Policy (Government), :7'16 
Prickly Pear, 771 
Problem, 716 
Purchase, 753 
Real Estate TrlLnsactions, 552 
Reserves, 374, 750 
Resumptions by Crown, 781 
Revenne, 194, 195, 782 
Sales, 753 
Selection, 752 
Settlemcnt, 715, 743 
Tax, Federal, J84, 189 

State, 184, J86 
Tennres, 722, 747 

Conversion, 769 
Valuations, 295, 724 

Court, 269, 7.43 
Value, 295, 724 
Western Divisi.on,nO 

. Lard, Production, 623 
Law, Administration, .213 

Cour1:.<j,.25J, M7 
Lead,501 



Leases, Land, 492, 749', 
Alienable) 751 
Inalienable, 767 

Legal Aid, Poor Persons,.,2.7.6: 
Profession" 2''1\7 
System, Development, 251, 

Legislative AsSltmhly .. 35. 
Council; 35 

Legitimation Act,.H2. 
Leprosy; 312' 
Letters, 388 
Liabilities of State, 213 
Libraries-

Mitchell; 7.7' 
Public, 77 
Sydney Municipal, 77 

Licenses-
Employment Ageneies, ,674;. 
Fishing, 386, 634 
Forestry, 632 
Liquor, 254, 377' 
Traffic, 283, 377 

Licensing Court, 2'54:i 377 
Life Assurance, 541 
Lighthouses, 181 
Limestone, 510 
Limited Liability Companies, 532' 
Liquor-

Consumption, 381 
Drink Bill, 383' 
Licenses, 254, 377 
Trade, 31:7, 

Lithgow Iron and Steel Works, 417 
Live Stock, 567, 568, 569 

Cattle, 567, 583 
Dairy, 609 

Distribution, 569, 570 
Horses, 567, 587 
In Commonwealth, 569 
Preserving and Freezing Workir. 419 ! 
Required for Fond,6~ 
Sheep, 567, 009', 571 
Slaughtering, 593, 642 
Swine, 567, 621 

Living­
Cost"OOl,.665' 
Wage, 692 

Other States, 694 
Loans, Cost of Raising,,214, 

Local Government; .312 
Municipal, 312 
Registered in London and' 

Sydney, 210, 312 
State, 205, 210-215 

Expenditure, 206, 207 
Local Government, 291 

Act, 292 
Area, 294 
City of Sydney, 3G3: 
Historical Survey, 291 
Housing Schemes;: 372 
Municipalities, 306 
Powers, 292 
Shires, 310 
Taxation, 299 
Valuations, 268, 295 

Local Option, 378 
Lock Hospitals, 287' 

Lord H~,:hlandi2..' 
Lunacy, 138, 343 

Jurisdicti~259 \ 
Machinery­

Coal-cutting, 495 
Manufacturing, 397' 
Mining, 494 
Rural Industries, 439, 737 

Macquarie River, 7 
Proposed Irrigation, 488 

Magistrates, 274, 
Magnesite, 510 
Mail Services, 388 
Maize, 429, 468 

Consumption, 470 
Prices,A39 

Manganese, 506 
Manufacturing Industry, 393J 

Average Time Worked, 408 
Capital Invested, 400 
Child Labour, 411 
Classification, 395 
Costs of Production, 402 
Depreciation of Plant; 403, 
Fuel consumed, 405; 426; 509 
Employees, 393, 395; 398,,406,.427, 

670 
In Divisions, 426 
Increase in Number of FactoriellJ· 

394,400, 402 
Motive Power Used, 397 
New Industries, 428 
Output, 393,402, 4(}4, 426; 701 
Rent Paid, 426 
Time Worked; 408 
Value of Production, A02,. 427, 700 
Wages and Salaries, 398,. 401" ~ 

426,695 
Women and Juveniles, 409, 41F 

Manures, 441 
Marble, 510 
Marine Inquiry Court, 182,256, 
Marine Insurance, 549 
Markets, 304, 305, 638 
Marriages, 105 

Ages; 107 
Australian States, Rates;.105r1OO, 
Conjugal Condition of PaTties,. 103'; 

106 
Jurisdiction, 261 
Mark Signatures, 50;' 106 
Minors, 107 
Persons Licensed to Cclebra.te, lOll' 
Rates, 105, 108 
Religions, 106 

Masculinity of Population, :97; llJ, 
Maternity Allowances, 348 
Matrimonial Causes Jurisdiction, ,261. 
Measles, 130 
Meat Advisory Board, 592 

Consumption, 639 
Exports, 595 
Imported intI) Englood, 59!1: 
Industry Board, Metropolitan, 5!rljj 

641 
Prices, 640, 641, 65a{652 
Supply, 590, 642 
Works, 419 
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Medical Inspection of School Children, 
67, 355 

Medical Officer, .,Government, 334 
Practitioners, 71, :136 

Meningitis, 137,342 
Mental Diseases, 138, 343 

Hospitals, 344 
Mercury, 506 
Metal Works, 416, 418 
Meteorology, 11 
Metropolitan Water Supply, 320 
Migration, 84, 93 

Intra-State, 93 
Military Forces, 45 
Milk, 613 

Consumption, 615, 623, 639, 644 
Preserved, 616, 623 
Prices, 627, 645, 652 
Production, 612 
Supervision of Supply, 611, 644 
Vendors registered, 611,644 
Yield, 613 

Mineral Springs, 9 
Minerals, Prices, 495 

Production, 495, 700 
Miners' Rights, 491, 766 
Mining Industry, 491 

Accidents, 512 
Capital Value, 2!l5 
Companies (No Liability), 532 
Diseases, 6!l1 
Employment, 494, 667, 670 
Industrial Dislocations, 687 
Inspection, 511 
Leases and Licenses, 491, 768 
Miners' Rights, 491, 766 
Operations, 4!l6 ), 
Population, 97 
Prioes,495 
Private Lands, 492 J 
Production, 495, 4!l7, 700 
Wardens' Courts, 256, 491 

Ministers of State, 33 
Ministries, State, 41 
Minting, 514 .• [" 
Mitchell Library, 77 
Molybdenum, 506 
Money in Circulation, 514 

Orders, 517 
Moneylenders, Registration, 553 
Mortality, Causes, 126-146 

Gaols, 287 
Index, 108, 114 
Infantile, 117-126 

Mortgages, 553 
Motor Vehicles, 283 

Insurance, 550 
Tl'.xation; 184, 187 j, 

Mountains, 6 
Mountains crossed, 9 
Mules, 588 ;. 
Municipal Library,Sydn~Y, 77 

¥arkets, 305, 638 
Municipalities, 306 

Popull1tion, 96, 29:l 
Murray River, 7 t 

Irrigation,485 > 

Murrvmbidgee River, 7' 
liTigation Area, 203, 481, 779 

Mus~ums, 76 
Mus,c, Conservatorium, 76 
Mu,ton, Consumption, 639, 640 

Export, 595 
Prices, 595, 596, 640, 641, 650, 652 
Production, 593 

N ,.moi River, Proposed Irrigation, 488 
~"'tionality of Population, 100 

( Shipping, 167 .' 
~ational Park, 374 
Natural Increase of Population, 113 
Naturalisation, 101 
Naval Defence, 46 
Navigation Laws, 164 
Navigation of Rivers, 176 
Newcastle Harbour, 174 

Iron and Steel Works, 417 
Sewerage Works, 325 

New Settlers' I"eague, 91 
New South Wales, Area, 2, 743 

Boundaries, 1 
Climate, 11 
Fauna, 10 
Flora, 10 
Geology, 10 
History, 21 
Industrial History, 705 
Physical Features, 3 

North Shore Bridge, 172,237,331 
Notes, Australian, 513, 516 

Bank, 513, 516 
Postal, 517 

N otifia ble Diseases, 342 
Noxious Animals, 600 
Nurseries, Forest, 630 
2'r urses, 336 

Registration Act, 336 
Nursing Associations, 357 
Oatmeal, Consumption, 639, 644 

Prices, 652 
Oats, 470 

Prices, 439 
Observatory Hill Resumed Area, 372 
Observatory, Sydney, 19 
Occupations, 667 

Factory Workers, 412 
Rural, 440, 667, 669, 737 

Offenders Convicted, 268 
Oil, Kerosene, 509 
Old-age Pensions, 358 
OnIons, Prices, 439, 652 
Opal, 510 
Orchards, 473, 476 
Orphanages, 351 
Ostriches, 589 
Oversea Trade, 148, 150 
Oysters, 634, 636 
Packing Houses, Fruit, 475 
Parcels Post, 388 
Parks, 332, 374 
Parliament, 40 

Commonwealth, 43 
State, 35 

Cost, 42 
Parliamentary Committees, 36 , 
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Passports, 85 
Pastors,l Industry, 567 

Employment, 667, 737 
Exports, 156, 583, 595, 599. 002 
Land Leases, 767 
Value of Production, 599, 700 

Pastures Protection, 001, 603 
Patents, 276 
Pensions-

Commonwealth Public Service, 3C' 
Government Service, 360 
Invalid. 359 
Old Age, 358 
Police, 282, 361 
Railway, :>61 
War, 359 
Widows, 358 

Pharmacists, 336 
Physical Features, 3 
Picture Shows, 376 
Pigs, 567, 621 

Prices, 589 
Required for Food, 642 
Slaughtering, 593, 642 

Pilotage, 181 
Plant Diseases, 479 
Platinum, 505 
Pneumonia, 140 
Police, 281 

Pensions, 282, 361 
Poor Persons' Legal Expenses, 276 
Population, 81 

Aborigines, 101 
Ages, 98 
Aliens, 100 
Australian States, 82 
Birth Places, 98 
Blindness, 346 
Capital Cities of Australia, 95 
Conjugal Condition, 103 
Country Towns, 96 
Deafmutism, 346 
Distribution, 92 
Dwellings, 366 
Education, 50 
Intercensal Years, 82 
Mining, 97 
Municipalities and Shires, 93, 294 
Nationality, 100 
Occupations, 406, 440, 667, 737 
Race, 99 
Sexes, 97 
Sources of Increase, 83, 87 
Urban and Rural, 93, 294 
War, Effects on Population, 82 

Pork-
Consumption, 639, 640 
Prices, 641, 652 

Ports, 170, 175 
Jervis Bay, 3, 9 
Port Jackson, 171 
Port Stephel'll't~ 3, 9 
Shipping Traile, 170 
Twofold Bay, 3, 9 

Postal Notes, 517 
Service, 387 

Posts and Telegraph, Finanee, 391 
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Potatoes, 472 
Consumption, {)39, 646 
Prices, 439, 646, 652 

Poultry Farming, 624 
Preference to Unionists, 683 
Prices-

Retail,651 
Bread, 643, 652 
Clothing, 66:> 
Food and Groceries, 652 

Other Countries, 660 
Fuel and Light, 665 
Gas,6M 
Levels, 657 
Meat, 640, 652 

Levels, 640 
Milk, 645, 652 

Wholesale, 647 
Butter, 619, 627, 650 
Coal,495 
Dairy Products, 627 
Farm Produce, 438 
Fruit, 647 
Levels, 648, 649 
Live Stock,589 
Meat, 595. 596, 650 
Metals, 495 
Milk, 627, 645 
Other Countries, 651 
Pastoral Produce, 581, 589, 595. 

650 
Potatoes, 439, 650 
Vegetables, 647 
Wheat, 439, 462,650 
Wool, 579, 650 

Pri,)kly Pear Lands, 771 
Prisoners, 285 

Birthplaces, 289 
~'omposition by Fine, 286 
Helease, 286 
Religion, 289 
Si,)kness and Mortality, 287 
Value of Labour, 287 

Pl mns, 284 
Private Finlmce, 513 

Wealtlt, 555 
Privy Council Appea>ls, 271 
Probate, 260, 556 

Duties, 184, 187 
Production, 700, 729 

Agricultural, 433,4:>5, 4:>6,437.701 
Bee-keeping, 625 
Dairying, 626,,701 
Farmv&rd, 626. 700 
Fisheries_ 635, 701 
Forestry, 631, 701 
Manufachring, 393, 402. 404, 426. 

700 
JliIining, 495, 498, 700 
Pastnal, 599, 700 
Poult,ry Farming, 624, 626 
Volume, 704 

Prohibition (Liquor), 377 
Property, 555 

Taxation, 184, 299 
Valuation, 295,29&,724 

Proportional Representation (Pa:tlia.men-
tary),37 
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Prospecting for Minerals, 493 
Prothonotary, 274 
Public Debt, 208, 223 

Dates of Maturity,"212 
External,210 
Interest, 211 

Public Finance, 183 
Health,333 
Library, 77 
School System, 47 
Service Employees, 360, 671, 681, 
Trust Office. 275 
Works Acco~nt, 198 

Committee, 36 
Puerperal Diseases, 143 
Pure Food Act, 644, 637 
Quarantine, 165 
Quarries, 511 
Rabbit Proof Fences, 601 
Rabbits, 601, 641 
Race and Nationality of Population, 99 
Racecourses, 376 

Admission Tax, 184, 189 
Rail Motor Traffic, 237 
Railways, 10, 225 

Accidents, 240 
Capital Expended, 227, 249 
City, 236 
Deviations, 238 
Duplication of Lines, 227 
Electrification, 236 
Expenditure, 230 
Fares, 234, 664 
Freight Charges, 234 
Gauges, 241 
Gradients, 237 
Interest on Capital, 233 
Motors, 237 
Non-Paying Lines, 232 
Other Countries, 244 
Passenger Mileage, 230 
Passengers, 228, 230 
Private, 242 
Revonue, 228, 230, 249 
Rolling Stock, 238 
Signalling Appliances, 239 
Superanlllul,tion Fund, 361 
Ton-mileage, 229 
Traffic, 228, 233 
Uniform Gauge, 242 
Unprofitable Lines, 232 
Victorian, 240 
vVages, 249 
Working Expenses, 230 
Workshops, 239, 394, 417 

Railway~ and-Tramways-Coal used, 249 
Employees, 249 
Royal Commission, 24H 

Rainfall, 12 
Rates (Local Government), 299 

City of Sydney, 299 
Municipalities, 300 
Shires, 301, 311 

Real Estate, Transactions, 552 
Reception Houses for Insane, 345 
Recreation Reserves, 332, 374,750 
Re-exports, 158 
Referenda, Federal, 44 

Reformatories, 56, 354 
Registrar-General,275 
Registration, Births, Deaths, Marriages, 

103 
Land Titles, Mortgages, 275, 553 

Religions of­
Population, 387 
Prisoners, 289 
School Children, 52 

Rents, House, 255, 652 
Fixed by Court, 255, 655 
Index Numbers, 658 

.Representative Government, 35 
Representatives, House of, 43 
Reservoirs (Water), 321, 480 
Retail PriCel3, 651 
Returned Soldiers' Settlement, 776 

Employment, 674 
Pensions, 359 
Homes, 373 

Revenue-
Consolidated, 183, 191 
Customs and Excise, 160 
Land, 89, 782 
Local Government, 308, 311 
Public, 183, 191,221, 632 
Public, per Head of Population, 193, 

195 
Railways and Tramways, 230, 246 
State,Services Rendered, 197 

Sources, 194 
Rivers, 7,176 

Irrigation Schemes, 485, 779 
Traffic, 176 

Roads, 9, 328 
Trusts, 328 

Royal Society for Welfare of Mothers and 
Ba bies, 347, 349 

Royalties, ~Iining, 4H2 
Rural Bank, 519, 528, 738, 740, 776 
Ruml Co-operative Societies, 534, 739 

Credit, 739 
AdvaNces, 528, 739 

Rural Finance, 738 
Industries Board, 739 
Industries, Capital invested, 726 
Labour, 440, 667, 66H, 737 
Lands, 717 

Value, 724, 726 
Population, H3 
Settlement, 715 
Training Schools, 65 

Salevards, Stock, 589, 594, 641 
Savings Banks, 371, 373, 527 

Deposits, 530 
School,67 

Sawmills, 416, 631 
Scarlet Fever, 130, 342 
Schools, 47 

Charitable, 60 
Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, 347 
Examinations, 60 
Industrial, 65, 354 
Kindergarten, 60, 64 
Medical Inspection, 67, 355 
Private, 48, 58 

Enrolment, 49 
Kindergarten, 60, 64 
Secondary Pupils, 59 
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• Schools-continued. 

Pupils, 49 
Ages, 51 
Attendance, 51 
Religions, 52 
Removing from one School to 

another. 50 
State and'Private Schools, 49 

Savings Banks, 67 
Scholarships, 61 
State, 53 

Continuation, 56, 158 
Correspondence, 55 
Denbl Clinics, 356 
District, 57 
High, 56, 57 
Industrial Training, 66 
Kindergarten, 64 
Primary, 54 
Reformatory, 56 
Religious Instruction, 53 
Rural, 65, 446 
Secondary, 56 
Subsidised,55 
System, 47 
Teachers, 48, 73 
Technical, 67 
Trade. 68 
Travelling, and House to House, 

55 
Teachers, 48, 59, 73, 74 

Scientific Societies, 75 
Sea Carriage of Goods, 165 
Seamen, 180 

Compensation, 181, 6!H 
. Mercantile ;l,Iarine Offices, 180 

Wages, 181 
Seasons, 11 
Senate, 43 
Settlement, Land, 715 

Character, 728 
Coastal, 730 
Co-operative Societies, 534, 738 
Plains and Riverina, 734 
Tablelands, 731 
Western Division, 735 
'Western Slop ... , 733 

Sewerl'tge, 320, 324, 326 
Sex of Population, 82, 97 
Share Farming, 443 
Sheep, 567, 569, 571 

Breeds, 575 
Interstate Movement, 572 
Losses by Drought, 571 
Preserving and Freezing Works, 419 
Prices, 589 
Required for Food, 642 
Sizes of Flocks, 574 
Slaughtering, 593, 641 
World's Flocks, 576 

Sheriff, 274 
Ship-building, 178 

Commonwealth Government, 178,179 
Shipping, 164 

Australian States, 167 
British Ports. 173 
Direction of Trade, 169 
Entered and Cleared, 166 

Shipping-continued. 
Marine Inquiry {jourt, 182, 256J 
Mortgages, 554 
Nationality, 167 
Registers, 177 
Sales, 178 
Vessels Imported, 178 
Wrecks, 182 

Ships' Stores Exported, 158 
Shires, 310 
Sickness, 128-145, 335 

In Gaol~, 287 
Treatment, 335 

Silos, Wheat, 459 
Silver-

Coinage, 514 
Currency, 513 
Mines, 501 
Price8, 495, 515 
Production, 502 

SiNking Funds, State Debt, 2l6' 
Slaughtering, 593, 641 
Smal1nox, I30, 342 
Smelting, 418 
Soap Factories, 414 
Social Condition, 333 
Societies, Building, 533, 536 

Charitable, 356 
Co-oper(1tive, 533, 738 
Friendly, 362, 537 
Scientific, 75 

Solicitors, 277 
Specie-Imports and }<Jxports, 151 
Spirits-

Consumption, 381 
Drink Bill, 384 

Stamp Duties, 184, 187 
Starr-Bowkett Societies, 536 
State Advances-

For Homes, 371, 373, 528 
To Settlers, 528, 738, 7 42~ 

State-
Children, 347, 350, 351 
Coal Mine, 507 
Education, 47, 446 
Employees, 671, 681 
Finances, 183 
,Fore~t Nurseries and Plantations, 630 
Government, 31 
~Housillg Scheml'~, 369, 371 
Labour Exchanges, 674 
}{ailways and Tramways, 225 
Savings Bank, 67, 373,527 
Trawling, 636, 642 
Wards, 350, 352 
Workshops I'tnd Faetories, 395 

Steel Production, 417 
St. George County Council, 318 
Stock, LIve, 419, 567, 642 
Stock, Public-Quotations, 210 
Street-trading (Children), 355 
Strikes, 684 
Sugar-

Cane, 472 
Consumption, 639, 645 
Mills, 421 
Prices, 645, 650, 652 
Refinery, 422 
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Suicide, 144 
Superannuation, 28'2, aoo 
Supreme Court, 252, 257 

Judges, 273 
Surface of New South Wales, 4 
Sydney, 9, 291, 303 

Corporation Act, 291 
Finances, 303 
Harbour, 3, 9, 171 

Bridge, 172, 237, 331 
Islands, 173 
Trust, 171-174 

Meteorology, 17 
Population, 92, 93, 94, 305 

Tablelands, 17,731 
Tallow, 414, 598 
Tanneries, 413 
Tariff-

Board,147 
Customs and Excise, 147, 158 

Taxation, 184-191 
Court of Review, 255 
Local Government, 299 
Per Head of Population, IS5 

Tea, Consumption, 639, 646 
Prices, 650, 652 

Teachers, 48, 59, 74 
College, 73 

Technical Education, 67 
Telegraphs, 387 

Wireless, 390 
Telephones, 3c91 
Temperatures, 17, 18, 19 
Territorial Divisions, 744 
Theatres, 375 

Employment of Children, 347, 355 
Thrift, 362 
Tick, Cattle, 604 
Tides, 20 
Tile Works, 415 
Timber (see also Forestry), 416, 628 
Timber, Imports and Exports, 632 
Timber Industry, Persons engaged. 633 
Time, Standard, 20 
Tin, 504 

Prices, 495 
Tobacco-

Bill,385 
Consumption, 384 
Factories, 422 
Licenses, 386 
Prices, 650, 665 
Production, 472 

Totalisators, 184, 188, 376 
Town Planning, 370 
Towns of New South WaIElS, 95 
Trade and Commerce, 147 
Trade Marks, 276 
Trade, Oversea, 148, 150 
Trade, Representation Abroad, 162 
Trade Unions, 674 

Subscriptions, 665 
Traffic-- . 

Licenses, 283 
Regulation, 283 

Tramways, 245-249 
Fares, 247, 664 
Private, 248 

Tramways-continued. 
Revenue and Expenditure, 246 
Wages, 249 

Transport and Communication, 9, 328 
Trawling Industry, 636, 642 
Treasury Bills, 205, 210, .211, 216 
Truancy, 3M 
Trustee, Public, 275 
Tuberculosis, 133,342 

Hospital, 343 
Tungsten, 506 
'fyphoid Fever, 128, 342 
Unemployment, 672 
University of Syanlo/, 69 

Extension Lectures, 73 
Tutorial Classes, .73 

Valuation (Lands, etc,), 295, 725 
Court, 269, 7lt3 

Valuer General, 295, 298 
Vegetables, Prices and Su.pply. 478,647 
Vehicles-

Horse-drawn, 283 
Motor, 283 

Venereal Diseases, 287, 343 
Veterinary Surgeons, 71, 604 
Victorian Border Railways, 240 
Vineyards, 472, 474 
Violence, Deaths, 144 
Vital Statistics, 103 
Voters (Parliamentary), 39 
Wages, 692 

Coal Miners, 695 
Effective, 698 
Living, 692 
LOliis through Disputes, 686 
Manufacturing Industry, 398, 401, 

402, 404, 426, 695 
Police, 282 
Rates, 695 
Rural Workers, 737 
Seamen, 180 
SecOJildary, .695 

War-
Expenditure, 221 
Pensions, 359 
Returned Soldiers' Settlement, 776 
Service Homes, 373 

Warragamba Irrigation Scheme, 488 
Water Conservation, 320, 480 

Reservoirs, 321 
Supply, 320 

Country Towns, 323 
Wealth, Distribution, 555 
Weather, 11 
Weights and Measures, 637 
Western Division, 19,735,770 

Land Board, 2$, 776 
Plains, 19 
Slopes, 18 

Wharfage, Sydney, 172 
Wheat, 448 

Area, 448 
Bolt, 44~ 
Bulk Handling, 458 
Consumption, 455, 456 
Cost of GrGwillg, 464 
Districts, 45'1: 
Export, 15~, 457 



Wheat-continued. 
Fallowing, 453 
Farms, 454 
Freights, 460 
Grading, 457 
Marketing, 457 
Pools, 461 
Prices, 439, 462, 650 
Prices, Other Countries, 463 
Weekly Deliveries, 458 
World's Production, 466 
Yield, 448, 450, 451 

In Other Countries, 452 
Whooping-cough, 131 
Widows, PenRions, 358 

State Aid, 347, 353 
Wife Desertion, 288, 347, 353 
Winds, 11 
Wine, 472 

Consumption, 383 
Licenses, 380 

Wireless Telegraphy, 390 

INDEX. 

Women-
Employed, 409, 667, . 37 
Franchise, 38, 386 
Prisoners, 288 
Status, 386 
Wages, 401, 693, 737 

Wool, 577 
Exports, 156, 583 
Marketing, 578 
Mills, 423 
Prices, 579, 650 
Production, 577 
Sales, 579 
Scouring, 414 

Workers. (See F~mployment.) 

795 

Workers' Educational Association, 73, 75 
Workmen's Compensation, 549, 550,689 
Wrecks, Ship, 182, 256 
Yerranderie Silver Mines, 501 
Youthful Offenders, 288, 353 
Zinc, 501 
Zoological Gardens, 374 
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