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g g Loss of more than 1,000
1 Loss of 1,000-101

g Loss of 100 to gain of 99
Gain of 100-499

Gain of 500-1,499

......... Gain of 1,500-4,999

_ Gain of 5,000 and over

See inside back cover for map of Brisbane Statistical Division intercensal change.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. Introduction

This publication, containing results from the 1986
Census of Population and Housing, is one of a series for
each State and the Northern Territory. It presents census
counts of persons and dwellings for various geographic
levels based on place of enumeration (i.e. the counts for
each area are of persons and dwellings enumerated in the
area on census night, 30 June 1986).

Census counts on a place of enumeration basis (C)
are not comparable with census counts on a place of usual
residence basis (U), or the estimated resident population
(ERP)figures released by the ABS. A briefdescription of
the two bases of enumeration and the ERPisin Section 3.
More details can be found in The 1986 Census Dictionary
(2174.0). All census table numbers are prefixed as
appropriate with the letter ‘C’ or ‘U’. However, this
publication contains only tables in the ‘C’ category.

The tables in this publication contain counts of
persons, and counts of dwellings by class of dwelling
(including caravans etc. in caravan parks), for statistical
local areas, statistical divisions, statistical subdivisions,
legal local government areas, urban centres and (rural)
localities.

The tables also contain counts from the 1981
Census. For legal local government areas, 1981 Census
data have been presented according to boundaries adopted
for the 1986 Census. Because some intercensal boundary
changes involve areas smaller than collection districts,
(CDs), precise figures cannot always be calculated. In
these cases, the 1981 population on 1986 boundaries is
recorded as not available (n.a.). Note that for urban
centres and (rural) localities the 1981 Census data are
shown on boundaries delineated for 1981. See Appendix
A for intercensal area changes.

Printed census publications contain broad sum-
maries only, and represent a very small amount of the
total census data released. More detailed cross-tabulations
for the larger geographic levels (e.g. State or statistical
region), and somewhat less detailed tabulations for small
areas (e.g. collection district or statistical local area), are
available on microfiche and magnetic tape. For further
information see Census 86 — Data Release Plans (2173.0).

2. Scope and coverage

The 1986 Census of Population and Housing aimed
at counting every person who spent census night, 30 June
1986, in Australia, including persons on vessels in or
between Australian ports, or on board long-distance
trains, buses or aircraft. All private dwellings were also
counted, whether occupied or unoccupied. Occupied
non-private dwellings, such as hospitals, prisons, hotels
etc. were also included. People were counted where they
were on census night, which may not have been where
they usually lived. This is the basis for the counts in this
publication. Place of usual residence was asked of each

person, and answers, where they differed from enumera-
tion address, were coded to statistical local area level.
Census counts based on place of usual residence are
available in other output products. Visitors to Australia
were enumerated regardless of how long ago they had
arrived or how long they planned to stay. They are
included in the counts based on place of enumeration but
not in those counts based on usual residence. Australian
residents out of the country on census night were
excluded from the count.

Diplomatic personnel and their families are out of the
scope of the census, as are diplomatic residences.

3. Definitions
Census Count — Place of Enumeration (C)

Persons were counted where they were actually
located on census night. Overseas visitors are included
and Australians overseas are excluded. No adjustment is
made for census underenumeration.

Census Count — Place of Usual Residence (U)

Persons were also counted according to their stated
place of usual residence (i.e. their answer to question 6
—see a facsimile of the 1986 Census household form at
Appendix C). Overseas visitors and Australians overseas
are excluded, and no adjustment is made for census
underenumeration. Statistics on a place of usual residence
basis are not included in this publication.

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

These estimates are formed by adding estimates of
Australians overseas, and of the census undercount, to
the census count at place of usual residence. The ERP at
census date is updated quarterly at national and State
levels between population censuses. ERP statistics are not
included in this publication.

Migratory

Persons enumerated on census night on off-shore oil
rigs, drilling platforms and the like, on board vessels in
and between Australian ports, or on board long-distance
trains, buses or aircraft are classified as migratory. Such
persons are not included in the population of specific
statistical local areas, but are shown as a balancing item
(Off-shore Areas and Migratory) for each State and the
Northern Territory. The Australian Capital Territory has
no migratory population.

Dwellings

For the 1986 Census, dwellings are classified into
four basic groups: occupied private dwellings; occupied
caravans etc. in caravan parks; unoccupied private
dwellings; and non-private dwellings.

(a) An occupied private dwelling is defined as the
premises occupied by a household (see below) on
census night (except households occupying



(b)

(c)

(d)

caravans etc. in caravan parks — see (b)). A
private dwelling is normally a house, flat, part of
a house or even a room, but can also be a house
above shops or offices, a boat, a tent, a houseboat,
or a caravan if standing on its own block of land
and not occupied by members of the same
household resident in an adjacent dwelling.

Itis important to remember that the census
definition of a private dwelling means that the
total number of dwellings may be more than the
total number of known structures in any given
area (see ‘household’ below).

For the 1986 Census, an occupied caravan etc. in
a caravan park is, for the first time, treated as a
separate household. This category also includes
occupied boats in marinas. In previous censuses,
caravans etc. in caravan parks were considered
to be parts of a non-private dwelling (the caravan
park), which meant that no family relationship
data were collected for them. This change in
classification will affect some comparisons made
between censuses, and care should be taken when
comparing family and non-private dwelling data
with previous censuses.

An unoccupied private dwelling is a structure
built specifically for private living purposes and
capable of being lived in, but unoccupied at the
time of the census. Vacant houses, holiday
homes, huts, cabins (other than seasonal workers’
quarters) and houseboats are counted as un-
occupied dwellings; but vacant tents, garages
and caravans if not on a separate block (and if
not normally occupied), are not. Only private
dwellings can be classified as unoccupied (i.e.
unoccupied caravans etc. in caravan parks, and
unoccupied non-private dwellings are not
counted). Unoccupied dwellings include: dwell-
ings which are vacant because they have been
newly completed; dwellings which are vacant for
demolition or repair; dwellings to let; and
dwellings where all members of the household
were absent on census night.

Non-private dwellings (NPDs) are dwellings
with accommodation not in the dwelling
categories listed above, and are classified accord-
ing to their function. These dwellings include
schools, hotels, motels, guest houses, boarding
houses, prisons, religious and charitable institu-
tions, hospitals, nursing homes, defence estab-
lishments and other communal dwellings.
Usually, occupants of such dwellings use com-
munal facilities (such as hotel dining rooms or
mess halls) attached to the particular establish-
ment. Self-contained units provided by com-
mercial enterprises such as hotels, motels, homes
for the elderly, or guest houses are treated as
parts of a non-private dwelling, not as separate
dwellings. Campers out and persons classed as
migratory on census night were also included in
the NPD count. In some geographic areas the
number of NPDs enumerated in 1986 is sig-
nificantly lower than in 1981. Thisis because of a
change to the coding of campers out. In 1981

each camper out was coded as an individual
NPD, whereas in 1986 campers out in a given
collection district were grouped as a single NPD.

Household

For census purposes, a household is either a person
living alone, or a group of people living together as a
single domestic unit with common eating arrangements.
It is possible for more than one household to live in one
house or structure. For example, a lodger who lives witha
family and provides all his own food is not a member of
the family’s household but constitutes a separate house-
hold and, therefore, completes a separate household
form. The premises occupied by households are classified
as either occupied private dwellings or as caravans etc. in
a caravan park.

Campers out

Persons who spent census night in the open in cars,
caravans or trucks pulled up at the side of the road for
that night only, or persons in other temporary camps or
accommodation erected for that night only, are classified
as campers out. Such persons are included in the popula-
tion of the statistical local area in which they were
enumerated.

4. Geographic areas

The geographic units used in this publication are
statistical local areas (SLAs), statistical divisions, statis-

- tical subdivisions, legal local government areas (LGAs)

and urban centres/(rural) localities. Definitions of these
areas appear below. For definitions of other census
geographic areas see Appendix B.

SLAs are a new spatial unit for 1986 Census. The
1981 Census equivalent was the census local government
area. SLAs are for the most part legal LGA based. In
special cases, where a legal LGA is much larger and more
populous than the general run of legal LGAs (as'is the
City of Brisbane), or where there are no legal local
government authorities (as in the Australian Capital
Territory), the SLAs are officially defined suburbs or
localities. SLAs cover, in aggregate, the whole of Australia
without gaps or overlaps.

Statistical divisions consist of one or more statistical
subdivisions which in turn consist of one or more SLAs
and cover, in aggregate, the whole of Australia without
gaps or overlaps. They are used as a large, general
purpose regional type geographic area. Statistical divisions
are designed to be relatively homogeneous regions,
characterised by identifiable social and economic links
between the inhabitants and the economic units within
the region, under the unifying influence of one or more
major towns or cities.

Statistical subdivisions consist of one or more SLAs
and cover, in aggregate, the whole of Australia without
gaps or overlaps. They are used as an intermediate level,
general purpose regional type geographic area.



Legal local government areas are the geographic
areas of incorporated local government councils, such as
towns and shires, and consist of one or more SLAs. In
aggregate, these cover only part of Australia. The major
areas of Australia not governed by incorporated local
government councils include the northern parts of South
Australia, most of the Northern Territory and all of the
Australian Capital Territory. Legal LGAs can, and
sometimes do, straddle statistical subdivision, statistical
district and statistical division boundaries. Anexample is
“Tweed Shire’ in New South Wales. The predominantly
urban part of this shire is treated as an SLA as well as a
statistical subdivision in its own right and constitutes the
New South Wales part of the ‘Gold Coast-Tweed’ Statis-
tical District. The predominantly rural remainder of this
shire constitutes a separate SLA outside the ‘Gold Coast
Tweed’ Statistical District, and lies within a different
statistical subdivision.

Urban centres/(rural) localities consist of one or
more adjoining whole collection districts (CDs) with
urban characteristics and represent, in the case of (rural)
localities, population clusters of between 200 and 999
people and, in the case of urban centres, population
clusters of 1,000 or more people (including known
holiday resorts or smaller size). Because of their nature
they can, and sometimes do, straddle SLA, legal LGA,
statistical subdivision and other census geographic area
boundaries.

5. Maps

The choropleth maps on the inside of the front and
back covers show intercensal change (1981-1986) in SLAs
in terms of person counts.

The statistical division maps (Appendix E) show the
boundaries, names and codes of statistical divisions,
statistical subdivisions and SL. As listed in this publication.

6. Geographic codes

The geographic areas referred to in tables in this
publication can be located by reference to the maps at
Appendix E. The geographic codes describing areas in the
maps also appear in the tables. For further details, refer to
Census 86 — Australian Standard Geographical Classifica-
tion : Geographic Code List (2188.0).

7. Data quality

Statistical collections such as the census are subject
to a number of sources of error. While some errors (such
as deliberate misreporting) mostly defy detection and
correction procedures, the number of errors in overall
census results is expected to be generally insignificant.
Information on data quality will be released during 1988.

Main sources of error in the census are:

(a) Underenumeration. Despit efforts to obtain full
coverage of persons and dwellings (other than
those associated with overseas diplomatic
missions), some undercounting still occurs. A

measure of the extent of underenumeration is
obtained from a small survey of households
undertaken very shortly after the census, Under-
counting of persons in the 1986 Census was
estimated to be 1.8 per cent for Australia as a
whole.

(b) Partial response. In those instances where the
householder omitted to provide a response to a
question, a ‘not stated’ code was allocated; with
the exception of non-response to age, sex, marital
status, and SLA of usual residence. These

- variables were imputed using other information
on the census form, and specially constructed
random tables.

(¢) Respondenterror. Computer editing procedures
are used to detect obvious errors made by
individuals in completing the form (e.g. a six year
old person who was married). Such procedures
cannot detect all respondent errors and some
remain in final output.

(d) Processing error. Errors created during the pro-
cessing of the census are kept at an acceptable
level by means of a quality control system, which
involves sample checking at different stages of
the coding and keying operations, and taking
corrective action where necessary.

8. Further information

Further information about 1986 Census statistics is
available from the nearest ABS office (see Appendix D
for addresses and telephone numbers). The information
paper Census 86 — Data Release Plans (2173.0)describes
standard output products to be released from the 1986
Census. Details of tabulations are contained in the
Catalogue of 1986 Census Tables (2175.0).

9. Census 86 publications
Statistical publications

Statistical publications (standard series) currently
planned from the 1986 Census of Population and Housing
are:

Census 86 — Age and Sex of Persons in Statistical Local
Areas and Statistical Divisions (2454.1-2461.0) (A series
of separate publications for each State and Territory)

Census 86 — Persons and Dwellings in Legal Local
Government Areas, Statistical Local Areas and Urban
Centres/(Rural) Localities (2462.0-2468.0) (A series of
separate publications for each State and the Northern
Territory)

Census 86 — Persons and Dwellings in Statistical Local
Areas, Australian Capital Territory (2469.0)

Census 86 — Profile of Legal Local Government Areas
—Usual Residents Counts (2470.0-2476.0) (A series of
separate publications for each State and the Northern
Territory)

Census 86 — Profile of Statistical Local Areas — Usual
Residents Counts: Australian Capital Territory (2477.0)



Census 86 — Profile of Statistical Local Areas — Usual
Residents Counts: Brisbane Statistical Division (2478.0)

Census 86 — Summary Characteristics of Persons and
Dwellings (2479.0-2489.0) (A series of separate publica-
tions for each State, Territory, Australia and the external
Territories of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Christmas
Island)

Census 86 — Cross-classified Characteristics of Persons
and Dwellings (2490.0-2498.0) (A series of separate
publications for each State, Territory and Australia)

Census 86 — Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders:
Australia, States and Territories (2499.0)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Hobart
Suburbs, 30 June 1986 (2201.6)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Launceston
Suburbs, 30 June 1986 (2202.6)

Census 86 — Characteristics of Persons in Burnie-
Devonport Suburbs, 30 June 1986 (2203.6)

In addition, other statistical publications (special
series) providing information on, and analysis of the
census results are planned. These are:

Census 86 — Australia in Brief (2501.0)
Census 86 — A Summary of Major Findings (2502.0)

Census 86 — The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Population (2503.0)

Census 86 — Population Growth and Distribution
(2504.0)

Census 86 — Multicultural Australia (2505.0)
Census 86 — Families and Households (2506.0)
Census 86 — Rural Australia (2507.0)

Census 86 — The Aged Population (2508.0)
Census 86 — Caravan Park Dwellers (2509.0)
Census 86 — Religion (2510.0)

Census 86 — Sole Parent Families (2511.0)

Further titles may be added to this list in the future.

Users may request non-standard census output
from the ABS. For more details see Census 86 — Special
Data Services (2181.0).

Information papers

The following information papers are being pub-
lished:
Census 86 — New South Wales Publishing Information
(2101.1)
Census 86 — Data Release Plans (2173.0)
The 1986 Census Dictionary (2174.0)
Catalogue of 1986 Census Tables (2175.0)
Census 86 — How Australia Takes a Census (2176.0)
Census 86 — Census Products Price List (2177.0)
Census 86 — Understanding Family Data (2178.0)
Census 86 — Collection District Master File (2179.0)
Census 86 — Census Data for Microcomputers (2180.0)

Census 86 — Special Data Services (2181.0)

Census 86 — Australian Standard Classification of
Occupations/ Classification and Classified List of
Occupations: Link (2182.0)

Census 86 — Maps (2183.0)

Census 86 — Sample Files on Magnetic Tape (2184.0)
Census 86 — Microfiche (2185.0)

Census 86 — Standard Tables on Magnetic Tape (2186.0)

Census 86 — Australian Standard Geographical Class-
ification: Geographic Code List (2188.0)

Census 86 — Revised Data on Attendance at Educational
Institutions (2612.0)

Evaluation papers
A series of data quality papers is planned for release:

Census 86 — Data Quality : Overview (2601.0)
Census 86 — Data Quality : Undercount (2602.0)

Census 86 — Data Quality : Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Counts (2603.0)

Census 86 — Data Quality : Ethnicity (2604.0)
Census 86 — Data Quality : Families (2605.0)
Census 86 — Data Quality : Education (2606.0)

10. Related ABS publications

Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia(1101.0).
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publicarions Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

11. Symbols and other usages

n.a. notavailable (used where it has not been possible
to provide comparable 1981 Census data)
— nil or rounded to zero
not applicable
Minus sign (-) followed by a figure, denotes a
decrease. :

(C) city

(H) known holiday resort
(L) (rural) locality

(S) shire

(T) town

Electronic services

VIATEL Key *656# for selected current economic,

social and demographic statistics.

AUSSTATS  Thousands of up-to-date time series are
available on this ABS on-line service

through CSIRONET.

For further information phone the
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062)
52 6017.

This service provides foreign trade statis-
tics tailored to users’ requirements.

TELESTATS

Further information is available on (062)
52 5404.
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