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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This publication contains statistics relating to motor 

vehicles, tractors, plant and equipment, caravans and 
trailers which were 'on register' in Australia on 30 
September 1982. Similar publications are being issued 
for each State and Territory. 

Scope 

2. The statistics contained in this publication have 
been derived from information made available by the 
motor vehicle registration authorities in the various 
States and Territories and include vehicles with diplomatic 
plates and State government owned vehicles but do not 
include Australian Government owned vehicles (of which 
there were 39,613 in 1979) or those belonging to the 
defence forces. It should also be noted that, in some 
States and Territories, many vehicles, including tractors 
(particularly the agricultural types), plant and equipment, 
and motor vehicles used solely on farms, in mines, etc, are 
not used on public roads and are therefore not required to 
be registered. Such vehicles are excluded from these 
statistics. Certain vehicles which do use public roads but 
are exempt from normal registration requirements, eg 
fire engines in certain States and Territories, are also 
excluded from these statistics. The extent to which they 
are excluded varies between the States and Territories. 

Definition 
3. For census purposes, vehicles on register at 30 
September 1982 have been defined as those vehicles for 
which registration was effective for a period including 30 
September 1982, the registration fees being paid either in 
advance or on that date, or retrospectively. 

Classification 
4. As from 1976, vehicles have been classified to the 
type as recorded by the relevant registration authority. 
This method of classification differs from that used for 
the 1971 Motor Vehicle Census, the main difference 
being that, previously, adjustments were made to ensure 
that commercial vehicles were classified as light com­
mercial types if they had a carrying capacity ofless than 1 
tonne, or as rigid trucks if carrying capacity was 1 tonne 
or more. 

5. As the registration documents used by the various 
motor vehicle registry systems are not uniform, either in 
the dat~ that are available or in the definition of common 
data items care must be taken when making comparisons 
between data from different systems. For example, 
carrying capacity, where available, is recorded in some 
States and Territories according to legal limits imposed 
for a particular vehicle while in others it is recorded 
according to manufacturers recommended specifications. 
It is also possible for identical vehicles to be described 
differently in different States and Territories, e.g. rear 
end door sedans may be registered either as cars or 
station wagons. Consequently, cars and station wagons 
have been amalgamated to avoid any confusion. In 
addition, in a relatively small number of cases the 
characteristics used to classify vehicles for the purposes 
of this publication may be inconsistently recorded within 
a particular registration system. 

6. In this publication a threshold limit has been 
applied for tables providing details by make. For cars and 
station wagons, and utilities and panel vans, makes with 
less than 100 vehicles in total are not shown separately, 
being included in 'Other and unknown '. For rigid trucks, 
articulated trucks, buses, other truck type vehicles and 
motor cycles, makes with less than 25 vehicles in total are 
not shown separately, being included in 'Other and 
unknown'. 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following motor 
vehicle census publications: 

Motor Vehicle Census, 30 September 1982-

New South Wales (9301.1) 

Victoria (9302 .2) 

Queensland (9302.3) 

South Australia (9301.4) 

Western Australia (9303.5) 

Tasmania (9302.6) 

Northern Territory (9308.7) 

Australian Capital Territory (9305.0) 



8. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (110 1.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
r figure or series revised since previous issue 

nil 
not applicable 

2 

9. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

A. R. BAGNALL 
Acting Australian Statistician 
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Type of vehicle 

Motor cars 
Station wagons 
Utilities 
Panel vans 
Trucks-

rigid 
articulated 

Other truck type vehicles 
Buses 
Motor cycles 

Total 

5 

TABLE 1. MOTOR VEHICLES ON REGISTER BY TYPE OF VEHICLE(a), 
AUSTRALIA 

30 September 1971 30 September 1976 30 September 1979 

3,277,599 4,278,761 4,762,290 
713,339 823,488 907,288 
384,923 492,326 548,199 
147,796 265,856 330,966 

365,759 372,203 419,869 
31,982 38,950 43,683 
10,021 25,133 36,327 
22,778 31,386 37,756 

152,643 293,354 288,316 

5,106,840 6,621,457 7,374,694 

30 September 1982(b) 

6,233,413 

607,644 
395,344 

478,988 
47,179 
42,019 
46,190 

366,878 

8,217,655 

(a) See paragraph 4 of the Explanatory notes. (b) Excludes Australian Government owned vehicles. See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory notes. 

TABLE 2. MOTOR VEHICLES ON REGISTER PER 1,000 OF POPULATION, 
AUSTRALIA 

Type of vehicle 30 September 1971 30 September 1976 30 September 1979 

r r r 
Motor cars and station wagons 304 363 390 
Other motor vehicles 73 87 97 
Motor cycles 12 21 20 

Total 389 471 507 

(a) Excludes Australian Government owned vehicles. See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory notes. 

30 September 1982(a) 

409 
106 
24 

539 

TABLE 3. TRACTORS, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT, CARAVANS AND TRAILERS ON REGISTER, 
AUSTRALIA 

Type of vehicle 30 September 1971 30 September 1976 30 September 1979 30 September 1982(a) 

Tractors 112,061 109,561 108,121 108,728 
Plant and equipment 46,939 47,023 47,631 51,355 
Caravans 153,760 266,577 291,332 284,311 
Trailers 638,054 931,891 1,070,921 1,221,688 

Total 950,814 1,355,052 1,518,005 1,666,082 

(a) Excludes Australian Government owned vehicles. See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory notes. 

TABLE 4. MOTOR VEHICLES ON REGISTER BY YEAR OF MANUFACTURE AND TYPE OF VEHICLE, 
AUSTRALIA, 30 SEPTEMBER 1982 

Type of vehicle 

Trucks- Other 
Motor cars truck Total 

Year of and Station Panel Artic- type Motor 
manufacture wagons Utilities vans Rigid ulated vehicles Buses cycles No. % 

Before 1965 238,221 31,820 8,105 42,835 1,582 4,948 2,597 3,768 333,876 4.1 
1965 to 1967 337,070 34,685 10,854 31,461 1,922 2,339 2,411 1,759 422,501 5.1 
1968 to 1970 713,338 64,948 25,909 52,605 4,712 4,332 4,575 7,697 878,116 10.7 
1971 319,850 26,867 14,325 17,246 1,974 1,975 1,884 5,094 389,215 4.7 
1972 328,593 31,047 17,723 19,373 1,823 2,118 1,807 9,286 411,770 5.0 
1973 389,938 34,291 22,882 24,230 2,414 2,707 2,040 13,924 492,426 6.0 
1974 450,403 40,133 28,225 27,748 2,915 3,384 2,463 20,904 576,175 7.0 
1975 429,915 37,339 30,635 27,127 3,264 3,239 2,975 21,782 556,276 6.8 
1976 458,490 47,228 37,016 33,968 4,285 3,810 3,237 25,659 613,693 7.5 
1977 409,720 41,898 32,887 30,903 3,805 2,804 3,476 18,458 543,951 6.6 
1978 428,651 41,185 32,956 34,515 4,018 2,518 3,260 22,619 569,722 6.9 
1979 462,573 40,859 24,623 31,168 4,394 1,972 2,757 28,544 596,890 7.3 
1980 436,740 42,861 30,889 34,745 4,054 1,886 3,439 56,228 610,842 7.4 
1981 450,896 49,096 42,445 39,0)8 3,501 2,211 5,169 57,867 650,203 7.9 
1982 332,634 34,420 33,580 22,605 1,835 1,177 2,989 28,608 457,848 5.6 
Unknown 46,381 8,967 2,290 9,441 681 599 1,111 44,681 114,151 1.4 

Total 6,233,413 607,644 395,344 478,988 47,179 42,019 46,190 366,878 8,217,655 

Per cent of total 75.9 7.4 4.8 5.8 0.6 0.5 0.6 4.5 100.0 
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TABLE 13. MOTOR CARS AND STATION WAGONS ON REGISTER BY MAKE OF VEHICLE AND TARE, 
AUSTRALIA, 30 SEPTEMBER 1982 

Tare (Kg) 

900 and 90} to },lO} to },30} to Greater than 
Make of vehicle under },1O0 },300 1,500 },500 Unknown Total 

Alfa Romeo 5,431 8,461 3,558 61 22 673 18,206 
Armstrong Siddeley 2 I 7 28 84 9 131 
Aston Martin 4 II 26 81 132 18 272 
Austin 3,789 3,654 29,486 197 200 1,612 38,938 
Audi, Auto Union 2,151 1,566 1,410 46 I 12 5,186 
B.M.C. 70 24 9 4 4 31 142 
B.M.W. 629 6,197 4,515 5,735 1,125 671 18,872 
Bedford 4 5 9 5 92 13 128 
Bentley 2 3 29 587 25 646 
Bolwell 85 50 4 I 4 144 
Buick 2 5 29 76 1,019 78 1,209 
Cad iliac I 4 584 52 641 
Chevrolet 71 311 270 1,151 6,660 553 9,016 
Chrysler 31,649 118,386 144,342 163,459 19,755 21,948 499,539 
Citroen 1,517 359 2,325 1,311 254 378 6,144 
Daihatsu 8,691 158 55 12 25 751 9,692 
Daimler 2 33 15 798 1,715 144 2,707 
Datsun 178,577 265,456 81,675 15,661 4,715 26,398 572,482 
De Soto 2 24 26 125 9 186 
Dodge 4 25 203 271 3,672 272 4,447 
Ferrari 3 53 146 222 100 35 559 
Fiat 12,785 15,858 1,517 76 514 1,265 32,015 
Ford 160,661 135,519 281,213 520,140 166,367 75,916 1,339,816 
Hillman 9,925 29,311 260 13 7 1,576 41,092 
Holden 110,274 250,428 873,655 403,337 31,197 78,439 1,747,330 
Honda 71,253 16,130 67 386 22 3,346 91,204 
Humber 17 1,856 47 1,141 1,893 139 5,093 
International 5 2 5 23 675 88 798 
Isuzu 504 2,876 12 7 5 152 3,556 
Jaguar 4 26 618 2,520 14,571 942 18,681 
Jeep 2 3 9 9 894 129 1,046 
Jensen 146 9 7 286 17 465 
Lamborghini 4 38 22 46 9 119 
Lancia 94 3,096 1,173 32 8 151 4,554 
Land Rover 15 10 64 256 1,858 492 2,695 
Leyland 33,297 8,407 10,345 611 1,095 3,368 57,123 
Lotus 290 27 25 2 26 370 
M.G. 3,614 6968 191 8 8 664 11,453 
Maserati 6 6 53 67 18 150 
Mazda 142,220 133,862 32,042 181 334 15,306 323,945 
Mercedes Benz 25 87 3,432 25,460 20,369 2,155 51,528 
Mitsubishi 11,685 28,937 73,864 1,165 1,253 5,822 122,726 
Morgan 190 19 I I 17 228 
Morris 94,106 15,448 322 82 23 5,844 115,825 
Nissan 66 180 485 210 472 478 1,891 
01dsmobile 4 10 18 44 251 26 353 
Packard 2 2 116 4 124 
Peugeot 69 4,947 19,715 1,272 258 882 27,143 
Plymouth 7 28 157 237 26 455 
Pontiac 2 7 36 69 2,937 213 3,264 
Porsche 247 1,539 1,229 212 216 174 3,617 
Prince 4 143 19 33 3 8 210 
Rambler I 12 1,068 1,854 2,330 303 5,568 
Range Rover I I 7 10 4,722 24 4,765 
Renault 20,840 24,601 869 183 16 1,526 48,035 
Riley 55 23 136 216 38 23 491 
Rolls Royce I I 3 21 1,715 III 1,852 
Rover 13 20 4,216 6,235 2,690 511 13,685 
Saab 34 513 3,459 239 33 122 4,400 
Simca 143 327 23 I 26 520 
Singer 43 159 32 16 251 
Skoda 1,188 32 2 11 1,233 
Standard 238 19 669 35 5 27 993 
Studebaker 3 4 36 632 248 46 969 
Subaru 14,660 25,858 520 388 317 2,358 44,101 
Sunbeam 9 301 41 38 8 33 430 
Suzuki 357 32 5 2 I 613 1,010 
Toyota 211,242 274,029 83,286 25,260 18,836 28,930 641,583 
Triumph 1,234 4,671 17,493 74 19 978 24,469 
Vauxhall 5,458 2,299 1,515 45 19 409 9,745 
Volkswagen 118,855 19,974 1,183 657 177 6,331 147,177 
Volvo 68 897 40,548 24,125 356 2,300 68,294 
Willys 3 40 46 20 105 34 248 
Wolseley 281 467 2,360 166 73 90 3,437 
Other and unknown 3,470 1,232 1,180 787 732 4,600 12,001 

Total 1,262,244 1,416,122 1,727,256 1,207,694 319,297 300,800 6,233,413 



17 

TABLE 14. UTILITIES ON REGISTER BY MAKE OF VEHICLE AND TARE, AUSTRALIA 
30 SEPTEMBER 1982 

Tare (Kg) 

900 and 901 to 1,10110 1,301 to Greater than 
Make of vehicle under 1,100 1,300 1,500 1,500 Unknown Total 

Austin 41 473 783 87 118 59 1,561 
B.M.C. 173 2 2 I I 14 193 
Bedford 5 42 66 95 980 125 1,313 
Bedford by Isuzu 2 81 426 12 9 530 
Chevrolet 31 1,889 1,142 246 1,315 175 4,798 
Chrysler 63 860 7,742 14,148 333 888 24,034 
Daihatsu 579 2,122 2,284 1,074 1,482 940 8,481 
Datsun 7,104 11,683 16,259 2,051 9,384 3,785 50,266 
Dodge 73 78 2,690 7,537 3,082 694 14,154 
Ford 432 1,787 22,449 63,511 26,959 6,482 121,620 
Haflinger 153 I 2 I 9 166 
Holden 289 13,610 65,836 83,875 4,491 8,146 176,247 
Honda 585 3 13 7 3 46 657 
International 9 32 I11 422 2,903 233 3,710 
Isuzu 28 877 1,694 134 38 491 3,262 
Jeep 26 233 448 555 502 133 1,897 
Land Rover 106 226 2,778 13,012 10,912 1,578 28,612 
Leyland 9,137 64 29 366 516 987 11,099 
Mazda 3,001 4,044 7,305 355 264 1,289 16,258 
Mitsubishi 40 2,662 1,726 122 44 342 4,936 
Morris 3,524 53 63 9 79 267 3,995 
Nissan 43 121 190 402 6,534 763 8,053 
Peugeot 151 55 5 14 225 
Rover I 2 37 82 56 9 187 
Standard 11 2 297 9 5 324 
Subaru 311 2,234 12 I 3 212 2,773 
Suzuki 11,558 92 23 8 7 1,454 13,142 
Toyota 381 10,739 20,574 14,822 39,950 11,133 97,599 
Vauxhall 2 60 79 3 7 151 
Volkswagen 292 956 1,511 49 8 82 2,898 
WilJys 44 858 325 146 247 154 1,774 
Other and unknown 1,016 193 216 226 427 651 2,729 

Total 39,060 56,230 157,165 203,374 110,648 41,167 607,644 

TABLE 15. PANEL VANS ON REGISTER BY MAKE OF VEHICLE AND TARE, AUSTRALIA 
30 SEPTEMBER 1982 

Tare (Kg) 

900 and 901 to 1,101 to 1,301 to Greater than 
Make of vehicle under 1,100 1,300 1,500 1,500 Unknown Total 

Austin 54 15 30 10 93 9 211 
Bedford 25 158 1,384 2,424 2,122 268 6,381 
Bedford by Isuzu I 5 6 677 689 
Chevrolet I 9 30 17 125 4 186 
Chrysler 17 172 59 1,499 246 99 2,092 
Commer 9 41 712 244 148 74 1,228 
Daihatsu 5,053 550 2,830 196 983 501 10,113 
Datsun 3,335 3,225 1,630 5,403 5,922 848 20,363 
Dodge 7 17 48 1,258 46 1,376 
Ford 21,536 3,500 11,625 39,775 10,920 3,605 90,961 
Hino 334 2 336 
Holden 3,421 5,323 17,620 65,208 2,686 3,736 97,994 
Honda 802 3 4 2 3 50 864 
International 2 7 12 27 1,554 68 1,670 
Isuzu 2 2 6 5 579 11 605 
Jeep 3 6 25 61 151 11 257 
Land Rover 8 22 101 1,194 2,182 197 3,704 
Leyland 5,578 34 9 80 394 214 6,309 
Mazda 9,559 2,435 7,591 1,916 419 919 22,839 
Mitsubishi 17 4,873 2,783 21 297 279 8,270 
Morris 7,229 38 127 55 236 337 8,022 
Nissan 26 115 116 1,195 1,650 376 3,478 
Range Rover 279 279 
Subaru 76 9 1& 103 
Suzuki 24,158 88 22 8 3 1,129 25,408 
Toyota 9,660 4,622 18,048 6,510 15,727 2,368 56,935 
Volkswagen 101 4,008 15,084 1,225 156 1,328 21,902 
Volvo 26 4 503 750 31 16 1,330 
Other and unknown 395 143 169 125 325 282 1,439 

Total 91,093 29,410 80,542 128,004 49,500 16,795 395,344 
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