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Index numbars
Base:198%-30 = 100.0 'ﬂ%‘
125 % change % change
Aug 94 to Sep 83 to
! 120 Sep 94 Sep 94
15 e All groups 0.0 -5.1
110 . )
x Food and live animals 2.6 1.9
105 . Beverages and tobacco 14 8.5
B 100 - Crude materiais 2.5 1.1
Mineral fuels, etc. -2.7 -a1
P L85 o .
| sep Sep Sep  Sep  Sep Animal and vegetable oils, etc. 8.5 6.1
! 1 189 .
i 1950 1991 1992 1993 ¢ Chemical products 0.4 -4.2
i Manufactured goods, by material 0.1 -5.4
A ANl Groups , _ ]
Monthly % change %3 . Machinery and transport equipment 0.2 5.7
' Miscellaneous manufactured articles 0.5 -6.8
2.0 : Commodities and transactions n.e.s. 2.7 -3.3
i
1 i 1.0

ALL GROUPS INDEX

= There was no change in the Import Price Index in September 1994,

= The value of the Australian dollar rose against the US dollar but feil against the

other major trading currencies in September. This led to offsetting price

movements in a wide range of items.

MAJOR MOVEMENTS

»  Price increases for coffee and crude fertilizers were offset by price falls for crude
petroleum and for office machines and automatic data processing machines.

INQUIRIES

» For further information
apout these and related
statistics, contact
Carpole Duthie on
06 252 5348, or any
ABS Office.







Period

R

1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

1993
July
August
September
QOctober
November
December
1994
January
Fehruary
March
April
May
June
July
August
September

IMPORT PRICE INDEX, All Groups

L] f:_ilﬁ S EEA N AN E P I N EEE S NID I EP U AP ERELETEOEETREEEEIEIRRIIANDIOIREIAPRNONEVOEONNS

index numbers®

162.7
112.1
1156

116.9
1i6.7
119.3
118.9
118.2
117.1

114.4
112.9
113.3
1131
113.3
112.6
113.7
113.2
113.2

% change from

corresponding month
of previous vear

93
8.9
85
7.2
53
36

02
0.4
1t
0.7
0.4
-3.8
-2.7
-3.0
-5.1

! Base of each index: 1989-30 = 100.0

P R

% change from
previous period

-0.5
9.2
31

Q1
0.2
2.2
0.3
086
=09

23
-13
04
0.2
0.2
=08
10
-0.4
0.0
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IMPORT PRICE INDEX, Contribution to All Groups Index!

PRSP RN E TR IO FEOOP OO A NGOG RGPV ERSTRIIEREP S CEOAPIDINEPENNIBEOERAR GRS

August Septernber
Category 1994 1994 Change
All groups 113.2 113.2 0.0

G E B R A E R D FFPEEAPTF SRR TITRARTT T A BEL DA E AR NS L EF FET I I NARDL I A AR R T ESARE NN AR DD T TR R F RN R RN

SITC SECTIONS: Contribution to All Groups Index (index points)

€ Food and live animals chiefly for food 82 3.99 0.10
1  Beverages and tohacco 0.85 0.86 0.01
2 Crude materials, inedible, except fuels 3.80 3.49 0.09
3 Mineral fuels, lubricants and other related materiats 5.18 5.04 -0.14
4 Animal and vegetable oits, fats and waxes 031 0.34 0.03
5  Chemicals and retated products n.e.s. i10.86 10.90 0.04
6 Manufactured goods classified by material 18.47 18.49 0.02
7 Machinery ang transport equipment 54.63 54.49 -0.14
8 Miscellaneous manufactured articles i4.76 14.68 -0.08
9 Commodities and transactions not classified elsewhere 0.47 0.49 0.02
SITC DIVISIONS: Contribution to All Groups index (index paints)

03 Fish, crustaceans and moliuscs and preparations therecf 1.07 1.07 0.00
24 Cork and wood 2.05 2.06 0.01
33 Petroleumn, petroleum products and related materials 5.18 5.04 -0.14
51 Organic chemicals 235 2.39 0.04
52 Inorganic chemicals 064 0.60 —0.04
59 Chemical materials and products n.e.s. 1.75 1.75 0.00
64 Paper, paperboard and articles of paper pulp, paper

and paperboard 261 261 0.00
65 Textile yarn, fabrics, made-up articles n.e.s. and related products 4.48 4.53 0.05
69 Manufactures of metals n.e.s. 3.38 337 -0.01
71 Power generating machinery and equipment 3.54 3.54 0.00
72 Machinery specialised for particular industries 6.54 6.52 -0.02
74  General industrial machinery and equipment n.e.s. 7.48 7.44 -0.04
75 Office machines and automatic data processing machines §32 6.22 -0.10
76 Telecommunications and sound recording eguipment 4.00 4.00 0.00
77 Electrical machinery, apparatus, appliances n.e.s, 5.99 5.88 -0.01
78 Road vehicles 1560 1561 0.01
79  Cther transport equipment 515 5.15 0.00
87 Professional, scientific and controlling instruments

and apparatus n.e.s. 294 292 -0.02
89 Miscellaneous manufactured articles n.e.s. 5.83 5.80 -0.03

Other 2830 26.60 0.30

1 For an explanation of this table see paragraph 17 of the Explanatory Notes
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IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By SITC Section®

BOAHE SRR SR AN L AR NSRS TR RSP ERERARNS PP LR ENT ORI R AR R RSN RS DRI TS AN S TR PEN

Mineral fuels, Manufactured Commodities
Food and five Crudle lubricants Animat and  Chemicals goods and
Period amimarls materiafs, and other vegetable oils, and related  classified Machinery Miscellaneous  transactions
chiefly for Beverages inedible, related fats and products chiefly by and transport  manufaciured  not classified
food and tobacco  except fuels  materals waxes ne.s. materiat equipment articles elsewherg
{0 1) (2} f3) (4} {5} (6) (7] 8 9;
199192 98.1 115.7 90.8 825 1166 100.5 103.3 104.8 105.7 9i.4
1992-93 104.7 1248 101.1 100.1 1266 106.2 109.3 116.8 1149 98.7
1993-94 106.8 1115 116.3 935 1209 103.3 1121 123.1 117.0 110.4
1993
July 106.9 121.6 119.0 99.0 12586 107.3 112.6 123.2 119.1 116.8
August 106.3 122.0 1148 95.4 12356 105.0 112.2 124.2 119.4 111.0
September 108.1 116.2 116.2 99.2 125.0 106.7 115.3 127.3 121.0 109.8
Qctober 109.1 113.7 120.8 98.8 126.8 105.7 1152 126.7 120.1 1110
November 108.1 110.3 120.9 98.4 127.6 105.1 1149 1256 1194 114.4
December 108.3 109.0 119.86 94,1 1254 104.5 1139 124.6 118.5 1146
1994
January 107.6 108.2 111.9 87.9 1184 103.2 112.3 1215 115.8 1118
February 105.5 107.8 113.7 89.0 117.0 101.5 1105 120.0 1141 107.0
March 105.5 107.6 113.6 B7.5 1146 100.4 1101 121.3 114.7 109.6
April 105.0 107.3 114.0 853 113.2 895 110.0 1215 1146 106.0
May 105.3 107.0 114.7 a3.8 115.7 100.1 109.5 121.1 1141 106.2
June 105.3 106.8 113.1 838 117.1 1004 109.0 120.1 1132 106.0
July 105.8 105.5 114.7 86.6 117.8 101.6 109.3 121.4 113.9 105.7
August 107.3 105.5 114.6 ar.7 121.1 1018 109.0 120.3 113.4 103.2
September 1101 1070 117.5 95.1 1328 102.2 109.1 120.0 1128 106.0

! Base of each index: 198990 = 100.0
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L R R R R e R N Y R R R N T

ABS «+ IMPORT PRICE {NDEX + 6§414.0 » SEPTEMBER 1994 5



‘a
i IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected SITC Division'

T E e A E S RS EBEYTESR AN PEAERSE PSS BN ST RSN GEEI AR RSP AR A SRS

Petroleum, petrofeum Paper, paperboard  Textile yam, fabrics  Fower gdenerating
products and refated  Organic and articles made and refated machinery and Machinery specialised
matenafs chemicals of paper products equipment for particular
Period (33 {51) (64) (65} (71) industries
(72)
T A of A B wE e AR FE e Y G R P RS AEREDHEE TS ARRY QT F ST TR T XXX RS R LR R L A S e BB S L R I 2R T
1991-92 925 20.5 99.8 103.5 111.6 105.0
1992-93 1001 97.¢ 100.7 106.9 1223 119.3
1993-94 93.5 98.1 99.6 110.7 132.8 122.2
1993
July 9.0 98.3 102.5 1108 1288 123.4
August 85.4 95.4 101.7 109.1 130.7 1245
September 89.2 938.2 100.8 1157 136.9 127.4
October s8.8 99.4 101.6 1153 137.2 125.6
November 98.4 100.% 101.7 1149 135.8 1245
December 94.1 98.6 101.8 1118 134.5 1239
1994
January 87.9 97.5 100.6 1105 1329 120.3
February 89.0 95.8 98.8 108.3 130.6 118.4
March 87.5 98.1 97.6 108.0 1318 120.5
April 853 98.4 96.7 107.9 131.4 120.2
May 93.8 97.4 95.8 108.3 1316 1198
June 93.8 100.1 95.4 108.0 130.9 118.4
July 96.6 101.8 95.0 108.2 131.5 1181
August 97.7 102.7 95.4 ica.a 130.6 118.6
September 95.1, 104.5 g95.2 109.3 130.5 118.3

! Base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0

drosor vk 3 P E b AR A Ak B R LY PB A AERNIE AR T AP RS VNSt EGY PP A RITIITIAISYTIFEBITIFFI LGNS A R AR RS S F
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IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected SITC Division® continved

BAE N Ed PP ECP NN LA BERNIAN T LN NR O EESEEONPEAN TIPS AESRER LT INNETErS e

General industrial Telecommunications
machinery, and sound Electrical machinery,
equipment and Office machines recording elr. and parns Other transport
Peariod parts and ADP machines  equipment theneof Road vehicles equipment
{74) {75 (76) (77 {78) (79)
1991-92 109.5 89.6 95.3 100.1 1105 109.1
1952-93 125.0 89.5 104.4 109.0 130.0 122.4
1993-94 130.0 88.7 110.4 112.3 145.4 124.9
1993
July 130.7 BS.7 111.8 112.7 143.5 127.0
August 132.2 80.3 112.1 1129 145.4 126.9
September 135.7 823 115.0 1146 148.2 131.8
October 1348 81.1 114.5 116.8 147.9 130.2
November 1329 909 112.8 1153 146.9 125.4
December 1318 Q0.2 1119 114.6 145.7 128.1
1994
January 128.2 B7.3 108.9 1118 1428 123.9
February 126.4 85.7 107.0 109.7 143.2 120.3
March 127.2 B4G.5 108.3 1409.7 145.1 121.8
April 127.0 876 107.% 109.3 146.4 121.0
May 1273 86.8 107.5 110.0 1455 119.7
June 126.5 86.4 106.5 108.5 144.2 118.3
July 127.7 85.8 106.7 1008 148.4 119.0
August 126.2 85.1 105.3 1095 1468 1i8.1
September 125.6 83.7 105.3 109.3 146.7 118.1

! Base of each index; 1989-30 = 100.0

L A R R I R R T B T T T O T s,
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Period

Woas o ¥ w R oe e

1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

1993
July
August
September
Qctober
November
December
1994
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September

IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected ATSN Section!

Prepared
foodstufts,
beverages
and
tobacco
4)

D S IR I

104.9
112.3
108.7

1129
112.9
1119
111.5
109.5
109.1

107.2
105.7
1056
105.6
106.3
106.0
106.3
106.2
106.8

Mineral
progucts
{5)

100.7
108.8
1012

107.7
102.8
106.6
108.4
106.0
101.7

95.4
96.6
95,2
83.0
101.4
101.4
104.3
105.4
103.6

Chemical
industry
products
16}

103.8
100.8
102.4
101.3
100.5
100.0

98.7
97.3
96.7
96.1
96.6
96.1
96.3
96.6
97.2

! Base of each index: 198990 = 100.0

Plastics and  Wood pulp,
rubber, and  paper and
paper
products
(10)

articles
thereof
{7)

TR E SR P G EEE PR

g9.4
106.8
111.4

112.0
112.4
113.7
113.8
113.7
l12.8

111.2
109.7
109.4
109.4
108.5
109.7
11156
111.3
1113

97.7
98.5
98.0

100.5
100.2

99.4
98.7
99.9
99.7

98.8
97.3
95.6
95.4
94.7
94.8
95.5
96.3
95.5

Textifes and
textile
articles
11

R A

101.2
106.2
109.5

109.5
108.6
113.2
112.8
1125
110.8

109.4
107.3
107.5
107.3
107.5
107.4
107.7
107.4
107.8

Base metals
and articles
thereof
{15}

Machinery and
electrical
aguipment
{(16;

Transport
equipment
17}

AT B R AR T H TP B AT DL R AEDE S R

103.1
108.9
110.5

1111
111.3
113.7
113.8
112.7
1121

1209
109.1
1083
108.5
107.5
106.9
107.3
106.7
106.2

99.4
107.4
110.5

111.2
111.8
114.7
114.2
1131
112.3

108.4
107.4
108.4
108.3
108.1
107.4
107.6
106.6
106.1

110.3
128.2
140.2

139.5
141.0
144.2
143.5
142.5
141.4

138.0
137.3
139.2
139.9
138.¢
1375
140.7
139.3
1323

B B AR FREOT A TR ARNE D E S TR RV RN R RS ET ARSI RN R YDA R AR TR AR AR

fnstruments,
clocks and
watches,
oplical and
photographic
apparatus
18

“EwwaAEE

105.0
120.5
125.9

127.2
128.7
131.2
129.7
128.9
127.5

123.5
122.2
123.3
123.3
123.2
122.5
124.5
1241
123.2

PP E AR FF A AET AR S L KT DL S LA BB A AL NS B Y NP L E LI FATBEKL R D AL AR SIS P I AT RCACE P FARTTIF S ARG T FL S ARSI LB D r AN

AU R R P PR A AR R RS A E R PR AN E NP PP A AT TR PP A AT PP R AR RSP PR AN RGP P T IR AN PR A RSP PR AL IVP P AABG P AL PO NI PARE N PN
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VFET

Agricuiture, forestry,

fisting and
Feriod hunting Mining
{A) B
A I N N R E E T
1991-92 99.7 105.5
1992-93 102.6 113.7
199394 107.3 97.8
1993
July 107.3 108.5
August 1075 100.8
September 107.7 104.5
October 107.2 104.9
November 107.3 105.0
December 108.6 98.3
1994
January 107.9 91.0
Fabruary 106.1 93.5
March 105.7 Ba.7
Aprit 106.4 B7.0
May 106.7 g4.5
June 110.6 96,4
luly 109.9 100.9
August 116.0 104.5
September 126.3 90.9

;;;lzgzm;;;i% IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected ASIC Industry of Origin Divisiont

AR BRSSP S U EEN RIS GNP IR AR TSR AN AR LB OP N AL ERAENOERIECTACO S LR B BN N BN B BN R WY R 3

Manufacturing

<

YRS ST AT I RA O ET E R e B o

1026
1117
1155

116.6
116.6
119.2
1187
1180
117.2

1145
1129
113.4
1134
113.3
1125
1134
112.7
112.8

! Base of each index: 1689-90 = 100.0

R B T e I R A I 2% T N T S AU

.

R R

sreARYEE LR : g

L A R R I I R N T E E T R L R R T T T U e

IMPORT PRICE INDEX -
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IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected ASIC Industry of Origin Subdivision*

LRI I N O N B B B B N R RN N BN RE N R RN AR RN R B IR RE N N B I BN R RE N R RE AR B BE RN R R I R BN B BE R R BN IR O B R R BE NN O BN NN SN AR NN ]

Wood, wood Paper, paper
Food, beverages Clothing and products and progucts, printing
Agricufture Off and gas and tobacco Textiles foctwear furniture and pubiishing
Period {1} (13) 21} (23) 24 25) (26)
W OE F R R R T R RS T IR T R YEE Y AP TS TEFFRRTHIE YRR NN EEN RS KT NS SN YE YRR TR YA YRR ST YR
1991-92 99.7 106.6 103.6 103.8 103.7 98.8 99.8
1992-93 102.6 1158 111.7 108.5 111.3 113.7 101.3
19593-94 107.3 98.6 109.5 1312.8 109.5 138.1 995
1993
July 107.3 109.2 1120 112.4 113.4 137.1 102.0
August 107.5 102.4 1112 111.2 1125 135.6 101.6
September 107.7 108.7 1119 117.0 114.6 138.0 101.0
October 107.9 106.9 112.4 116.7 112.4 143.5 101.2
November 107.3 107.0 110.9 116.3 110.9 143.2 101.4
December 106.6 9.2 110.8 1136 1101 1446 101.2
1994
January 107.9 80.6 169.0 1127 107.7 1383 100.2
February 1061 83.6 107.4 110.5 106.1 136.2 98.6
March 1058,7 89.1 107.3 110.4 108.8 136.0 97.0
April 106.4 85.9 106.56 1103 106.8 135.2 96.9
May 106.7 85,0 107.5 110.9 106.6 136.3 96.2
June 110.6 57.3 107.2 1112 105.9 1319 96.1
July 109.9 102.7 107.9 1116 106.4 131.7 96.7
August 116.0 106.9 108.1 1114 105.8 130.9 57.4
September 126.3 29.8 108.8 1131 104.1 130.6 96.6

1 Base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0

AAE LT RT AR R R AN R I S S AR AR AP S IR E AR E SR AT E S I AN VDAL ORI IR A AAR T IR AL BT R AR Tt AR YA SRR PR AN

AN R R A AN R R E AR T T R AN AR RS PP A NN T PP A AN TR IR R AR E PP IR EP R R RN I N R AR A NS Y P P AT ITPAR ARSI P s PP adarr
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IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By Selected ASIC Industry of Origin Subdivision® conrinucd

. .. S0P RERIAANCOEFRLLEP NI RPI O SA IR OO PP IEIEREAOES LA A RN NN N RN NN N N N E N EE R ]

Chernical, Non-retaliic Basic Fabricated Gther
petrofeurn and mineral metal metal Transport machinery and  Miscellaneous
coaf products progucts products products equipment equipment manufacturing
Period (27) {28} {29 {31) (32) (33) (34)
ss‘&:*-sﬁ-‘svag%vv»&-o“sSVOQQ<!¥'99""1!!v?a$\'“\‘f!!“88&0(ﬁ18too“«t‘&’l-xzt»g»ﬁ«ldedQvi»dlttxv»fc»Vv!o
1991-92 93.9 110.7 96.6 108.4 108.6 103.1 101.2
1992-93 98.5 1188 99.2 120.0 125.4 112.2 109.7
1993-94 95.3 1173 101.7 123.6 13638 115.4 114.6
1993
July 98.9 116.2 104.2 1241 135.9 116.4 115.1
August 96.7 116.9 102.3 1248 137.2 117.2 115.6
September 98.7 1227 103.1 128.2 140.7 120.0 117.2
Cctober 97.9 1203 103.7 1263 140.0 119.3 116.9
November 971 121.2 104.2 126.3 139.3 1181 116.8
December 96.2 121.4 104.2 125.3 138.1 117.2 115.7
1994
January 941 1180 102.3 123.6 135.0 113.9 114.0
February 92.9 11866 100.5 1213 1341 112.0 112.6
March 92.5 115.4 100.3 1209 135.6 113.1 113.4
April 916 1153 x5 120.7 138.2 1131 113.3
May 94.3 115.6 98.1 121.4 135.3 112.7 112.3
June 93.2 1149 97.9 115.9 1341 1119 1127
Juty 94.1 1159 28.2 120.0 137.0 1125 113.4
August 93.9 116.1 97.9 117.8 135.5 111.5 11341
September 4.5 115.7 98,0 117.6 135.8 111.0 112.9

1 Base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0

M R R I T T T S S

A RN AN AN R RN N R N R Rl L L R T
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Period

e W R ¥ £ of v

1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

1993
tuly
August
September
October
November
December
1994
January
February
March
April
May
June
Juty
August
September

L N N R R N N RN TR N N I R

R LR R R R I L I I A N R A

SEPTEMBER 1964

12 ABS -

IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By BEC Category"

LR R N B O B B O B R Bk BN BE BN AR BN CBE BE N NE R BRI SR RN B B BE BE B BN N BE AN BN N RE BN BN OBE B RE BN SR BL N BN NE BUNE BE RN RE NN NN NE RN NN BN N ONE O R R N A

Food and
beveragdes

e v s

102.1
108.0
078

100.0
108.4
109.3
1099
108.6
108.8

081
106.4
106.2
105.8
106.2
106.3
107.0
1089
112.6

¢

o

%

cge e ey

industriat
supplies n.e.s,

988
104.1
105.0

108.0
106.2
107.5
107.7
107.3
106.8

105.1
1031
102.5
102.3
102.0
101.8
102.5
i02.4
102.8

Fuets and
fubricants

94.7
103.2
95.4

101.0
ar.2
1014
100.9
100.6
95.8

89.1
S0.R
89.0
86.8
95.0
96.1
99.4
1008
97.7

! Base of each index: 198800 = 100.0

IMPORT PRICE INDEX

- 6414.0

Capital goods, and
parts and
accessories
thereof

102.3
1109
111.0

115.0
115.8
118.7
117.8
118.5
115.8

112.4
110¢%
111.8
111.7
111.4
110.7
111.2
1103
109.8

Transport equipment,

and parts and
accessories
thereof

108.5
124.6
135.9

134.8
138.0
139.4
1391
138.4
137.2

134.2
1333
134.8
135.3
134.5
133.3
136.0
134.6
134.7

Consumer goods
n.es.

N A I I A N N N T RN I RS SN O s

106.0
114.6
117.7

118.5
118.8
121.9
1209
120.4
119.2

1186.8
115.2
115.6
115.3
115.1
114.4
114.6
114.2
113.8

T4cTrrAmRRNISS R AT AR SR RE DR R 2



Perio

Capital goods

IMPORT PRICE INDEX, By BEC End Use Class?

PEARF NN EITAES NN ND R A E NP R LT AN A ENR T IR H3erFE OO 2EEr PR IO s EeIRaBbPans

M A R R R R R R R R T T T T T

1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

1993
Juiy
August
September
October
November
December
1994
January
February
March
Agril
May
June
July
August
September

1054
117.0
122.8

1235
124.3
127.5
126.5
125.3
124.2

120.6
119.1
120.8
121.2
120.8
119.8
120.7
118.7
118.1

Intermediate goods Consumption goods

98.6 107.0
105.1 116.9
106.6 1211
108.6 1219
107.6 122.2
109.7 1248
109.7 124.0
109.2 123.3
108.2 122.4
108.1 119.9
104.5 1185
104.0 119.2
103.5 119.1
1041 119.0
103.7 118.4
1049 119.2
1049 13i8.5
105.1 118.5

! Base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0

FAIAAARS AL REE TS EA IR P AR EFIF R RN T A A LN EE RIS LT P T LA MG USSP A T ETE AR AN R R R

LA RS R R N N N N R L T T N T Y T e
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

oA B H G TR R R DR AT B AR E R EEERREERERES NN TR A AR R GE PRSP DR P AR R

INTRODUCTION 1 This publication presents index numbers measuring changes in the prices of
imports of merchandise landed in Australia — the Import Price Index. It is
calculated on a reference base of 1989-90 = 100.0.

2 Index numbers for the current month and the previous month are preliminary
and subject to revision.

SCOPE 3 The Import Price Indez, either directly or indirectly, covers about ninety five per
cent of merchandise imported during 1988-89% and 1989-90,

4 'I'he remaining imports are not represented because of the inherent difficulties
in pricing the items to 2 constant quality. These unrepresented iterns include:

* live animals (not for food)

* jewellery and other articles of precious metal n.es.
* military equipment

' special transactions

* commodities not classified according to kind

* works of art, collectors' pieces, antiques

*» ships of various types.

5 The index numbers for each month relate to prices of those imports of
merchandise that are physically landed in Australia during that month.

CLASSIFICATION 8 Index numbers for sections and selected divisions of the Standard International
Trade GClassification (SITC), Revision 3 are provided in Tables 3 and 4, while index
numbers for selected sections of the Combined Australian Custormns Tariff and
Statistical Nomenclature (A'T'SN) are provided in Table 5.

7 ‘Tables 6 and 7 contain index numbers for selected Divisions and Subdivisions,
on an ‘industry of origin’ basis, of the Australian Standard Industrial Classification
(ASIC). The ‘industry of origin’ is the industry in which the impornted commodity
would be classified as primarily produced had it been produced in Australia,
determined in accordance with the classification rules of the ASIC.

8 Table 8 contains index numbers for categories of the United Nations'
Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC). Table 9 contains index
numbers for these categories rearranged to form the broader end use classes:
Capital goods, Intermediate goods and Consumption goods. Each category has
been allocated wholly to one of these classes except for:

= category 321, Motor spirit {which has been allocated in part to Intermediate
goods and in part to Consumption goods)

* category 51, Passenger motor cars (which has been allocated in part to Capital
goods and in part to consumption goods)

ITEMS AND WEIGHTS 9 The index is a fixed weights index, The commaodities directly represented in the
index (the index items), were selected on the basis of their import values during
1988-89 and 1989-90. They constituted approximately 95 per cent of the total
value of imports of merchandise to Australia during these years. The selected items
were allocated weights in accordance with the average value of imports for each
item during 1988-89 and 1989-90. These weights were then revalued to reflect
198990 price levels. Many of the items carry not only their own weight but also
the weight of unpriced commodities whose prices are considered to move in a
similar manner, The weighting pattern of the Import Price Index, i.e. the
percentage contributions for index items and groups, was shown in the September
1991 issue of this publication.
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PRICE MEASUREMENT

INDEX NUMBERS

REVISIONS

ANALYSIS OF INDEX CHANGES

10 Prices of individual shipments are obtained from importers of the selected
items and relate to the month in which the goods arrive in Australia. Imports are
priced on a ‘free on board’ (f.0.b.), country of crigin basis. Freight and insurance
charges involved in shipping goods from foreign to Australian ports are therefore
excluded from the prices used in the index, as are Australian import duties,

1% As the prices used in the index are expressed in Australian currency, changes
in the relative value of the Australian dollar and overseas currencies can have a
direct impact on price movements for the many commodities that are bought in
currencies other than Australian dollars. Prices reported in a foreign currency are
converted to Australian dollars using the exchange rate prevailing at the time of
departure from the foreign port. Where imports are purchased at prices expressed
in terms of a foreign currency and forward exchange cover is used, the prices in
the index exciude the forward exchange cover.

12 The price series used relate to specified standards, grades, types, etc. of each
commodity. The aim is to incorporate in the index price changes for imports of
representative goods of constant quality. Wherever possible, prices from
predominant countries of origin are used for each of the specified goods priced in
order to lessen the impact of price variations atiributable solely to changes, over
time, in the mix of countries of origin. In most cases prices are combined using
fixed weights between markets. Weights between countries are reviewed from
time to time and revised where necessary.

13 Index numbers for financial years are simple averages of monthiy index
numbers.

14 Index numbers for the current month and the previous month are preliminary
and subject to revision. From time to time index numbers for eardier months may
also be revised. This will occur whenever the ABS obtains more complete
information or discovers that incorrect prices have been used.

15 Care should be exercised when interpreting month-to-month movements in
the indexes as short-term movements do not necessarily indicate changes in trend.

16 Movements in indexes from one period to another can be expressed either as
changes in ‘index points’ or as percentage changes. The following example
illustrates the method of cakeulating index points changes and percentage changes
between any two periods:

All groups index numbers —

September 1994 1132 (see Table 1)
less September 1993 119.3 (see Table 1)
Change in index points -6.1
Percentage change = 6.1 x 100 = 5.1

119.3

17 Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution which selected categories of
imports make to the All groups index. For example, Road vehicles contributed
15.61 index points to the All groups index number of 113.2 for September 1994
and 0.01 index points to the net change of 0.0 index points.
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FURTHER INFORMATION 18 The September 1991 issue of this publication contains a more detailed
description of the index. A detailed description of the previous [mport Price Index
is contained in the December Quarter 1982 issue of this publication.

19 Turther information on the index is presented in the publication Producer and
Forefgn Trade Price Indexes: Concepts, Sources and Methods (6119.0),

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 20 Users may also wish to refer to the following pubiications which are available
from ABS Bookshops:

' Fxport Price index, Auvstratia (6405.0)

* Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing industry,
Australia (6412.00

* Price indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries,
Austrafiz (6411.0)

21 Other ABS publications that may be of interest include Balance of Payments,
Australiz (5302.0).

22 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Caralogue of
Fublications and Products, Australia (110103, The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays
and Fridays, a Pubfications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications Advice are available from any
ABS office.

UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS 23 As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may
have other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries sheuld be made 1o
Carole Duthie on 06 252 5348 or to any ABS office.

SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES ATSN Combined Australian Tariff and Statistical Nomenclature
ASIC Australian Standard Industrial Classification
BEC Classification by Broad Economic Categories
SITC Standard international Trade Classification
fo.b. free on board
n.e.s. not elsewhere specified or included
T figure or series revised since previous issue
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