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1. Introduction

There are two sample files available: one is called the
Households Sample File (Section of State) ; the other is called
the Households Sample File (State/Territory) . Each file
contains information collected on census night, 30 June 1986,
from a one per cent sample of households in occupied private
dwellings and caravans etc. in caravan parks and for all persons
counted within each selected household, and for a one per cent
sample of persons in non-private dwelllngs. The samples have
been selected independently.

The release of the sample files is made possible by recent
changes to the Census and Statistics Act 1905 which allow for the
release of data in the form of unit records where the information
is not likely to enable the identification of a particular person
or organisation. There are no names or addresses on any census
files held by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and for
the sample files the ABS has suppressed or reduced the detail for
some items of data to ensure that the confidentiality of
individuals is protected.

These files are released only under certain conditions of use
which are specified in paragraphs 11-16 of Census 86 - Sample
Files on Magnetic Tape (2184.0). It is important that all users,
whether making use of the file shortly after receipt, or in
subsequent months or years, be fully aware of the permitted uses
of the contents of the files and the penalties for their misuse.
Copyright in the data recorded on these magnetic tape files is in
the Commonwealth of Australia.

2. Feagures of the Households Sample Files

Each file:

(a) contains a record of census information for each person,
dwelling and family (described as ’'Record type’ in sections
4.1 and 4.2)in a one per cent sample of unidentified
households in private dwellings and caravans etc. in caravan
parks, and a one per cent sample of persons in non-private
dwellings;

(b) 1is further subdivided into 20 subsamples (ten independent

- subsamples containing persons in private dwellings and
caravans etc. in caravan parks, the other ten containing
persons in non-private dwellings, each subsample
representing 0.1 per cent of the population concerned)
sorted into order of subsample number (described as RGN in
sections 4.1 and 4.2).

(c) has all geographic references removed, other than a code
showing major urban/other urban/rural for the Section of



State File and codes for major urban/balance of
State/Territory and State/Territory for the State/Territory
file, to ensure that the confidentiality of households and
individuals is protected. Note that on the State/Territory
File, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital
Territory are combined; and

(d) contains data on all persons in the selected households; and
therefore allows a user to produce tabulations on
characteristics of households, dwellings, families and
persons.

3. File structure

Each file is available on a single reel of magnetic tape
containing one data file. Section 4 describes the record
structure of the file and the information contained on it.

Labelled reels have the following structure:

(load point)
VOL1 label
HDR1 label
HDR2 label
(tape mark)
copyright print record
(tape mark)
EQOF1l label
EOF2 label
(tape mark)
HDR 1 label
HDR 2 label
(tape mark)
data blocks
(tape mark)
EOF 1 label
EOF 2 label
(tape mark)
(tape mark)

A detailed description of the structure of labels is available in
Appendix D of Census 86 - Sample Files on Magnetic Tape (2184.0).

Unlabelled reels have the following structure:

(load point)

copyright print record
(tape mark)

data blocks

(tape mark)

(tape mark)



Records on the Households Sample Files are 57 characters long.
Block size is 1995, thus there are 35 records per block. The
last block on the file may be short.

4. Record structures

Sections 4.1 and 4.2 describe the record structures of the files.
Note that full classificatory detail is available for some
variables and these are represented by a three character
mnemonic - see Appendix A. Recodes of variables (i.e. where
other than the full classificatory detail has been provided) have
been distinguished by additional characters appearing after the
mnemonic e.g. ABD 02S, BPL 36.

Appendix A contains descriptors and codes for each data item
available on the files.

The records on the files are sorted into 10 groups, by subsample
number. Each group is further sorted into non-private then
private dwellings. All fields in the record are numeric.

The hierarchy of records is:
(a) dwelling record;

(b) family record; and
(c) person record.



4.1 Record structures - Households Sample File (Section of State)

(a) Dwelling record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) codes
1 1 1 Record type (1’ for dwelling record)
2 2 1 RGN Subsample number 0-9
3 3 1 GD0013 Section of State 1-3
4 4 1 ABD02S Aboriginal dwelling indicator 1-3
S 'S 2 *ALM04S Mortgage payments,monthly 1-11
6 7 1 BED Bedrooms, number of 0-8
7 8 1 FUF Furnished/unfurnished 1-4
8 9 2 HINO7S Household income ’ 1-11
9 11 1 HST Household type 1-7
10 12 1 LLD Landlord 1-5
11 13 1 NOC Nature of occupancy 1-6
12 14 2 NPD Non-private dwelling, 1-21
' type of
i3 16 1 PPD Persons in household, 1-9
number of
14 17 1 *RNT10S Weekly rent 1-7
15 18 2 STR Structure of dwelling 1-11
16 20 1 ‘VEH Motor vehicles, number of 0-6
17 21 37 Spaces

*NOTE: monthly mortage payment (ALM) is

relevant only for dwellings with a

nature of occupancy (NOC) value of 2, and weekly rental payment (RNT) is
relevant only for dwellings with NOC equal to 3.



(b) Family record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
1 1 1 Record type (2’ for family record)
2 2 1 DPA Dependent children absent, 0-4
number of
3 3 1 DPE Dependent children enumerated,0-9
number of
4 4 1 DPT Total dependent children 0-9
5 "5 2 FINO7S Family income 1-11
6 7 1 FMC Family composition 1-8
7 8 1l FNO Family number ‘ 1-8
8 9 1 MDC Married/de facto couple 1-3
9 10 1 NPF Persons in family/group 2-9

households, number of
10 11 1 SPL Spouse, present/absent : 1-3

11 12 46 Spaces



(c) Person record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
1 1 1 Record type (’3’ for person record)
2 2 1 ABL Aboriginal/TSI origin 1-4
3 3 2 AGE30S Age 1-28
4 S 2 ANCO2 Ancestry 1-20
S 7 2 ALS Age left school 1-11
6 9 2 BPF04 Birthplace of father 1-11
(sub-continental groups)
7 11 2 BPLO4 Birthplace of individual 1-11
(sub-continental groups)
8 13 2 BPL36 Birthplace of individual 1-17
(country)
9 15 2 BPMO0 4 Birthplace of mother 1-11
‘ (sub-continental groups) _
10 17 1 CHT Child type 1-6
11 18 ] 1 cIT Citizenship 1-3
12 19 ‘1 ENG Proficiency in English 1-7
13 20 1 GNG Industry sector 1-6
14 21 2 HRS Hours worked 1-10
15 23 1 IMI18S Internal migration indicator 1-9
16 | 24 2 INC13S 1Individual income ~ 1-10
17 26 2 INDO6S Industry 1-63
18 28 2 LANO2S Language 1-15
19 -30 1 LFS Labour force status 1-9
20 31 1 MMO Married more than once 1-4
21 32 1 MST Marital status 1-6

22 33 2 0CCo03 Occupation 1-63



Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
23 35 1 PEROSS Period of residence in 1-7
Australia
24 36 2 QAL02S Qualification (level) 1-11
25 38 2 QAL13S Qualification (field) 1-13
26 40 2 RELO3  Religion 1-13
27 42 2 RLF01 Relationship in household 1-10
28 44 1 RSC04 State of usual residence, 1-2
census night
29 45 1 RS004 State of usual residence, 1985 1-4
30 46 1 RSV04 State of usual residence,1981 1-4
31 47 1 SEX Sex 1-2
32 48 1 STU Student 1-4
33 49 1 TIL03S Total living issue 1-8
34 50 1 TIS03S Total issue 1-8
35 51 2 TPT Method of travel to work 1-97
36 53 2 TYP Type of educational 1-11
institution being attended
37 55 2 YFMO02 Year first married 1-13
38 57 1 YOQ Year of qualification 1-9



4.2 Record structures - Households Sample File (State/Territory)

(a) Dwelling record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
1 1 1 Record type(’1l’ for dwelling record)
2 2 1 RGN Subsample number 0-9
3 3 1 STE02 State/Territory 1-7
4 4 1 GD0010 Section of State 1-2
5 5 2 *ALMO04S Mortgage payments, monthly 1-11
6 7 1 BED Bedrooms, number of 0-8
7 8 1 FUF Furnished/unfurnished 1-4
8 9 2 HINO7S Household income ’ 1-11
9 11 1 HST Household type 1-7
10 12 1 NOC Nature of occupancy 1-6
11 13 2 NPD Non-private dwelling, 1-21
type of
12 15 1 PPD Persons in household, 1-9
number of
13 16 1 *RNT10S Weekly rent 1-7
14 17 2 STR Structure of dwelling 1-11
15 19 1 VEH Motor vehicles, number of 0-6
16 20 38 Spaces '

20T
v

*NOTE: monthly mortage payment (ALM) is relevant only for dwellings with a
nature of occupancy (NOC) value of 2, and weekly rental payment (RNT) is
relevant only for dwellings with NOC equal to 3.



(b) Family Record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
1 1 1 Record type (2’ for family record)
2 2 1 DPA Dependent children absent, 0-4
number of
3 3 1 DPE Dependent children enumerated, 0-9
number of
4 4 1 DPT Total dependent children 0-9
5 5 2 FINO07S Family income 1-11
6 7 1 FMC Family composition 1-8
7 8 1 FNO Family number ’ 1-8
8 9 1 MDC Married/de facto couple 1-3
9 10 1 NPF Persons in family/group 2-9
households, number of
10 11 1 SPL Spouse, present/absent 1-3
11 12 46 Spaces

47
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(c) Person record

Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
1 1 1 Record type ('3’ for person record)
2 2 2 AGE30S Age 1-28
3 4 2 ANCO02 Ancestry 1-20
4 6 2 ALS Age left school 1-14
5 8 2 *BPF04 Birthplace of father 0-11
(sub-continental groups)
6 10 » 1 BPF30 Birthplace of father 1-3
(Australia/overseas)
7 11 2 BPL04 Birthplace of individual 1-11
(sub-continental groups)
8 13 2 BPL36 Birthplace of individual 1-17
{country)
9 15 2 *BPM04 Birthplace of mother 0-11
(sub-continental groups)
10 17 1 BPM30 Birthplace of mother 1-3
. (Australia/overseas)
11 18 1 CHT Child type 1-6
12 19 1 CIT Citizenship . 1-3
13 20 1 ENG Proficiency in English 1-7
14 21 1 GNG Industry sector 1-6
15 22 2 HRS Hours worked ' 1-10
16 24 1 IMI18S 1Internal migration indicator 1-9
17 25 2 INC13S  Individual income 1-10
18 27 2 INDO06S Industry . 1-63
19 29 2 LANO2S Language 1-15
20 31> 1 LFS03 Labour force status 1-5

*NOTE:BPM04 and BPF04 are only provided in cases where ’‘birthplace of
individual’ (i.e.BPL04 or BPL36) indicates Australian born.
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Field Start Length Mnemonic Range of
number position (bytes) Codes
21 32 1 MMO Married more than once 1-4
22 33 1 MST04 Marital status 1-3
23 34 2 0CCco03 Occupation 1-63
24 36 1 PER05S Period of residence in 1-7
Australia
25 37 2 QAL02S Qualification (level) 1-11
26 39 2 QAL13S Qualification (field) 1-13
27 41 2 RELO07 Religion 1-10
28 43 2 RLF Relationship in household 1-10
29 45 1 RSC04 State of usual residence, 1-2
census night
30 - 46 1 RSO04 State of usual residence, 1985 1-4
31 47 1 RSV04 State of usual residence, 1981 1-4
32 48 . 1 SEX Sex 1-2
33 49 1 STU Student 1-4
34 50 1 TIL03S Total living issue 1-8
35 51 1 TIS03S Total issue 1-8
36 52 2 TPT Method of travel to work 1-97
37 54 2 TYP Type of educational 1-11
institution being attended
38 . 56 -7 2 YFMO02 Year first married 1-13
39 57:5% 1 YOQ Year of qualification 1-9

5. Using the data

Any counts derived from
obtain estimates of the
the population with the
obtained are subject to
small cells can be very
contained in Appendix C
Tape (2184.0)

this file should be multiplied by 100 to
total number of persons or households in
same characteristic. All estimates so
sampling error and the sampling error on
high. More details on sampling error are
of Census 86 -~ Sample Files on Magnetic

Appendix C contains statistics for Australia from the seven page
format containing 46 tables. These tables were produced from the
census final unit record file (FURF), not from the sample file,
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and therefore do not contain any sampling error. They will be
useful for benchmarking purposes.

The numbers of households and/or persons in each subsample are
shown in the following tables:

(a) Households Sample File (Section of State)

Privat welll Non-privat welli
Subsample

number Households Persons Persons

0 5,268 15,357 503

1 5,268 14,897 577

2 5,268 15,114 559

3 5,268 15,093 505 )
4 5,268 15,171 517

5 5,268 14,846 528

() 5,268 15,232 490

7 5,268 15,074 510

8 5,267 15,121 511

9 5,267 15,161 536

(b) Households Sample File (State/Territory) .

) ) — Iwelld
Subsample

number Households Persons Persons
0 5,268 15,318 526

1 5,268 14,974 515

2 5,268 15,218 535

3 5,268 15,099 567

4 5,268 15,189 518

5 5,268 15,186 510

6 5,267 15,225 505

7 5,267 14,940 529

8 5,267 15,088 527

9 5,267 15,250 504

To assist in the validation of estimates produced from the sample
files, some basic estimates for total Australia obtained by the
ABS from the files are:



Section of State

Total persons

Total persons aged 15 years
and over

Total persons born overseas
Total employed persons
Total households

Total married persons

Total rented dwellings

Total families

13

File

15,630,200

11, 984,500
3,312,700
6,533,400
5,267,800
6,942,200
1,330,700

4,174,500

State/Territory

File

15,672,300

11, 985,100
3,271,200
6,553,500
5,190,000
6,980,600

1,343,100
4,182,000






15

APPENDIX A

CLASSIFICATIONS AND RECODES FOR THE HOUSEHOLDS SAMPLE FILES

Note that full classificatory detail is available for some
variables. Recodes of variables (i.e. where the classificatory
detail has been reduced) have been distinguished by additional
characters appearing after the mnemonic (e.g. ABD 02S, BPL 36).
For information, full classificatory detail for all variables is
provided in Section 5 of the Catalogue of 1986 Census Tables
(2175.0).

The variables ’'Record type’ and ‘RGN’ do not appear in this
listing as they are fully described in Section 2 of this paper.
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APPENDIX C

INQUIRIES

NEW SOUTH WALES

Information Services

St Andrew’s House

Sydney NSW 2000

(Box 796, GPO Sydney 2001)
Phone (02) 268 4611

Telex AA20819

Minerva Box ABS187

VICTORIA

Information Services
Rialto North Tower
525 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

(Box 2769Y,GPO Melbourne 3001)

Phone (03) 615 7840
Telex AA30086
Minerva Box ABS257

QUEENSLAND

Information Services

313 Adelaide Street

Brisbane QLD 4000

(Box 9817,  GPO Brisbane 4001)
Phone (07) 222 6351

Telex AA40271

Minerva Box ABS359

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Information Services
Merlin Centre

30 Terrace Road

Perth WA 6000

(Box K881, GPO Perth 6001)
Phone (09) 323 5140

Telex AAS92041

Minerva Box ABS588

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Information Service

Capita Centre

10-20 Pulteney Street
Adelaide SA 5000

(Box 2272, GPO Adelaide 5001)
Phone (08) 228 9439

Telex AA82106

Minerva Box ABS454

TASMANIA

Information Service
Australian Government Centre
10th Floor, 188 Collins Street
Hobart TAS 7000

(Box 66A, GPO Hobart 7001)
Phone (002) 20 9409

Telex AA58098

Minerva Box ABS657

NORTHERN TERRITORY

The Statistician-Northern
Territory

6th Floor, MLC Building

81 Smith Street

Darwin NT 5790

(Box 3796, PO Darwin 5794)

Phone (089) 81 5222

Telex AAB85075

Minerva Box ABS708

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Information Services

Australian Bureau of
Statistics

Unit 5, Cameron Offices

Belconnen ACT 2617

(Box 10, PO Belconnen ACT
2616) _

Phone (062) 52 6627

Telex AA62020

Minerva Box ABS875



