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Preface

An important objective of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) is to develop and
promote the use of statistical standards to help ensure the compatibility and
comparability of data derived from different statistical sources and systems.

As part of its commitment to this objective, the ABS is developing a series of papers
which present standards for the collection, processing and dissemination of core
variables in social, labour and demographic statistics. This publication presents
standards for four variables associated with the family - Relationship in Household,
Family Type, Household Type and Marital Status and includes recommended
definitions of the concepts, classification and code structures, and standard output
categories associated with each of these variables. Information is also provided on the
relationship questions which can be included in statistical collections to enable data on
all four of these family variables to be collected in a standard way.

A period of time for consultation and debate about whether the standards we have
developed should have the status of national standards is needed - at present they
are ABS standards, to be used in all relevant ABS collections. To facilitate this,
standards for the family have been published in this document, and other
publications in the series on standards for social variables have been released or are
intended for release in the future. These publications will allow government,
academic and private sector organisations to implement the standards in their own
collections and to provide feedback on their usefulness.

Following the extensive community debate during the International Year of the
Family on the nature of families in Australia, these standards will provide a
platform for the development of a coherent national set of data, to further inform
community discussion on family issues.

The ABS intends to keep the standards up to date, not only for its own use but to
keep faith with those who take them up as national standards. This is an
important aspect of the ABS's statistical co-ordination role as the national statistical
agency which will mean ongoing liaison with users of the standards and of the
resultant statistics.

W. McLennan
Australian Statistician
April 1995
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Overview of Family Variables

Intraduction

As part of a process of review and development of ABS standards for social and
labour statistics, the ABS has developed a comprehensive set of standards for
statistics on the family. The broad purpose of these standards is to provide an
accurate statistical picture of the structures of families in society, so that debates
related to social policy and social support are able to draw on objective evidence
about families, taken from a range of statistical sources. The standards are
underpinned, therefore, by a consistently defined concept of the family, which is
sufficiently all embracing to inform such debate and sufficiently robust to be
useful in a variety of statistical applications.

The development, adoption and promotion of statistical standards are
fundamental to providing a high quality and dynamic statistical service. The
ABS has a commitment to develop and promote the use of statistical standards to
facilitate the comparability and compatibility of data derived from different
statistical sources and systems. This is not just an interesting intellectual exercise
or statistical nicety. It has a very practical application whenever an analytical
purpose requires data from different sources to be brought to bear on an issue or
problem. For instance, analysts concerned with the issue of paid work and family
responsibilities will have an interest in factors such as family income, the labour
force status of parents, and types of child care used. They may require detailed
information on these topics from several separate surveys to be incorporated into
their analyses and, reasonably, they might expect that the sources will be
consistent in their application of concepts such as family type.
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The ABS is aware of ever increasing requirements for data to support this kind of
analysis. Key issues identified by the National Council for the International Year
of the Family include the diversity of families, the value of caring in families, the
value of unpaid household work, the combination of paid work and family
responsibilities, the way in which men and women share family responsibilities,
the needs of disadvantaged families, and the importarnce of secure and affordable
housing for families.

The concept of the family

The concept of the family, which has been the subject of considerable public
debate during the International Year of the Family, is something that the ABS
needs to consider in the context of statistical collection arrangements and is
central to the standards presented in this publication. In devising its definition of
the family, the ABS has recognised that, generally speaking, notions of what
constitutes a family vary considerably. Some people consider their family to be
the relatives with whom they live. Others extend their definition of family to
include relatives who live in other dwellings. For some, the notion of family
includes people who are unrelated.

One element of this debate that has received much publicity, has been concerned
with whether a same-sex couple relationship should be regarded as the basis for
the formation of a family. The ABS seeks to make no judgements in debates
about social and moral values which have frequently been the focus of interest in
this matter. What the ABS does seek to do is to provide an accurate statistical
picture of the structures of society so that such debates, as well as those related to
social policy and social support, are able to draw on objective evidence. Until
recently the ABS has ignored information that identified persons of the same sex
as being in a marriage-like relationship. One outcome of the review of ABS
standards for family statistics has been the decision to change that approach.

This decision is consistent with the recommendations, in relation to the diversity
of Australian families, of the National Council for the International Year of the
Family in its final report Creating the Links: Families and Social Responsibility (1994):

that the caring responsibilities carried out by all Australians (regardless of
their sexual preference) in respect of care for children, aged family
members, a sick or disabled family member or partner, be viewed in policy
terms as equivalent, and treated as such in qll policies concerned with
supporting caring responsibilities. (p22)
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In the statistical context, it is necessary to have a clear and comprehensive
definition of a family which takes into consideration the range of analytical uses
to which statistics about the family will ultimately be put, as well as the
practicalities of collecting the data using established systematic procedures.
Inherently this involves narrowing the definition of the family unit and restricting
who is considered a family member.

For statistical purposes family is thus defined as:

two or more persons, one of whom is at least 15 years of age, who are
related by blood, marriage (registered or de facto), adoption, step or
fostering, and who are usually resident in the same household. The basis of
a family is formed by identifying the presence of a couple relationship, lone
parent-child relationship or other blood relationship. Some households will,
therefore, contain more than one family.

Although the majority of households in Australia are single family households,
this definition has been written to encompass households which contain more
than one family. For a full discussion of the way in which this definition is used
to form families in the Relationship in Household and Family Type standards
see, the Rules for identifying and coding families in Chapter 4 - Standards for
Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.

The definition of a family applies an age limit of 15 years and over for the
practical reason that ABS surveys only collect family data where at least one adult
family member (considered to be 15 years of age or older) can be identified. The
definition also restricts the concept of a family to those usually resident in the
same household for the practical reason that most ABS social surveys are based
on the household. A concept of family which extended beyond the household
would necessarily allow some individuals to be inciuded in more than one family.
In addition to leading to double counting of particular individuals in statistical
collections, failure to apply such an explicit boundary to the concept would make
it impossible to measure the number and characteristics of families in a consistent
and meaningful way.

It should be mentioned that although, for statistical and classificatory reasons, the
definition of a family is constrained to a household, the ABS does produce
statistics about wider family networks in special purpose statistical collections
such as the Survey of Families in Australia, 1992. Many aspects of family life are
not confined to those who live as part of one household. A major emphasis of the
Family Survey is on the ways in which members of family networks, who live in
different households, give and receive support, thus making it possible to
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examine areas of support which are applicable to both the household family and
the extended family network.

The household family, as described in this publication, is the standard for all ABS
social surveys. The data on extra-household relationships collected in the Survey
of Families in Australia, 1992, did not impact on the coding, classification and
dissemination of statistics about the household family. Thus, it is true to say that
a person is not considered a member of a particular family if he or she usually
lives in another household, or is an unrelated individual over 15 years of age
living in the same household (eg friend, boarder, housekeeper). Of course, the
converse is true that unrelated individuals under 15 years of age are treated as
family members.

Non-family members over 15 years of age living with a family household (such as
boarders) are classified as part of a family household for the purposes of
Household Type, but are not classified as part of the family for Family Type
coding. For further information see the Household Type classification on page 70.

Often the concepts of both family and household refer to the same set of people
when applied to a particular dwelling. This is because the family is a subset of
the household by definition and, in Australian society, it is frequently the case that
a household comprises a single family. The family and the household are two distinct
concepts, however, and do not comprise identical populations. Persons who live
alone, live in group households, or share a household with a family to which they
are unrelated are members of households, but not members of families according
to our statistical definitions. Furthermore, a household may be comprised of two
(or more) families,

Core variables describing family structure

The four main variables which are used in describing family structure within a
household are Relationship in Household, Family Type, Household Type, and
Marital Status.

Relationship in Household is a characteristic of each individual living in a
household and is used to determine the familial and non-familial
relationships between these individuals. This concept is central to the
application of statistical standards on the family and the household because
relationships within a household provide the key for identifying families,
their type and the number of families that are in the household.

Family Type differentiates families based on the presence or absence of
couple relationships, parent-child relationships, child dependency
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relationships or other blood relationships. At the highest level of the
classification the four family types are:

couple family with children
couple family without children
one parent family

other family.

A second level of detail introduces the concept of child dependency to
provide more detail of family type within couple and one parent families.
A further level of detail distinguishes dependent students aged 15 or more
from other dependent children for these family types. At the most detailed
level the existence of other relatives is identified in each category of couple
and one parent families. Further provision has been made for separate
identification, where required, of opposite sex and same sex couples within
couple families.

Household Type is used to identify family households, the number of
families in a household, the presence of non-family members in family
households, and the type of non-family households. The latter category
provides for the identification of lone person households and group
households.

The standards for Marital Status specify two distinct variables: Registered
Marital Status and Social Marital Status, with the latter recommended for
most applications. This is in accordance with the recommendations of the
United Nations.

Traditionally Registered Marital Status (which categorises people as Never
Married, Widowed, Divorced, Separated and Married} has been used in most
applications. However, with the increase in the number of de facto marriages the
concept has become less useful to identify couple relationships. As Social Ma rital
Status provides a category for de facto marriages, and classifies people according
to their usual living arrangements rather than their registered marital status, the
concept can be used to identify couple relationships within a household through
the use of one of the standard sets of questions used to identify relationships.

A person's social marital status is determined by whether or not they form a
consensual union with another person and the nature of that union, regardless of
their registered marital status. The classification structure has, at its highest
level, categories married and not married. Within married, are separate
categories for registered and de facto marriage. Within de facto marriage, at the
next level of detail, there is a distinction between opposite sex and same sex
couples. These are further divided at the next level of detail into male and female
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same sex couples. Although the classification contains this detail, it is unlikely
that information will usually be published at this level. The dissemination of data
at the most detailed level (especially the distinction between opposite sex and
same-sex couples) will depend upon the willingness of people to identify
themselves in these categories and upon the sample size of the collection.

As these variables are all designed to produce and present information about
families and households, they are closely associated through the common
approach to data collection and a common set of underlying concepts. In
particular, data on Relationship in Household, Family Type, Household Type
and Social Marital Status, are obtained from a common set of relationship
questionnaire modules. These modules are presented in Chapter 2 - Relationship
Questionnaire Modules for Family Variables.

The standards for each of the four core variables presented in the subsequent
chapters provide comprehensive information on both conceptual issues and
practical issues relating to data collection and processing, Each of the chapters
includes a description of the name of the concept, its definition, the classification
criteria, the classification and code structures, a discussion of conceptual issues, a
standard questionnaire module, and output classifications for the presentation of
data. This format provides a standard way of dealing with each concept in any
statistical collection.

Definitions of common concepts

A number of concepts are common to most of the variables covered in this
publication. In addition to the family, which is discussed above, these concepts
include:

household

household and family reference persons
* usual residency
+ couple relationship

child

Household

The houschold as a concept, or an entity in the collection methodology, is
associated with all four of the family variables. It has a fundamental quality in

@
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that it underpins the collection and dissemination of statistics on families and
households. In the ABS a household is broadly defined as:

a group of two or more related or unrelated people who usually reside in
the same dwelling, who regard themselves as a household, and who make
common provision for food or other essentials for living; ar a person living
in a dwelling who makes provision for his or her own food and other
essentials for living, without combining with any other person.

Most dwellings in Australia contain only one household. However, there are a
number of situations where dwellings are considered to contain more than one
household. In order to determine the number of households in a dwelling the
following criteria can be used in order of priority:

whether the individuals regard themselves as a single household or
consider they form separate households. Under this criterion, if a
family is present then they form a single household, as it is accepted
that if individuals are members of the same family they will regard
themselves as members of the same household. Furthermore, if one
dwelling contains two (or more) families and the families regard
themselves as comprising the same household, then they form a single
multifamily household. However, if they regard themselves as separate
households, then two {or more) households are formed;

whether payment is received from a boarder or lodger for
accommodation/rent, bills and other essentials of living, whether these
costs are shared amongst all the individuals, or whether individuals
make their own arrangements; and

whether regular provision is made for groups or individuals to take
meals separately, that is, at different times or in different rooms. Thus
lodgers, who pay for accommodation only (not meals), are treated as a
separate household; and boarders, who receive accommodation and
meals (board), are not treated as a separate household.

Household and family reference persons

The concepts of household and family facilitate the identification of a household
reference person and family reference person(s) who are used as the basis for
determining the relationships between the usual residents of the household.

The household reference person is a household member whose relationship with all
other members of the household may be described in terms which identify the
composition of the household and are meaningful to family formation. The
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relationship between each individual and the household reference person is also a
means of identifying relationships between other members of the household, in
order to further clarify household and family composition.

A family reference person is a household member who forms a family with other
members of the household. The identification of family reference persons is used
to determine the relationships between other family members. As such, the
person who is identified as the family reference person needs to be the person to
whom relationships with all other family members can best be described. It has
another purpose, which is that in households which contain more than one
family, a family reference person is identified for each family. This allows each
family living in a common household to be treated as a separate entity.

As a family reference person needs to be identified for each family in a
multifamily household, there must be a separate variable associated with each
person in the household indicating to which family that person belongs. This
variable is referred to as the family number. See Family number classification and
code structure in Chapter 3 - Standards for Statistics on Relationship in Household,
p36.

Although the primary use of the concepts of household and family reference persons
is in coding and processing data, the concepts may also be used to form output
variables. This occurs when characteristics of the reference person are used as
indicators of characteristics of the household. For example, occupation or
qualifications of the reference person may be used as an indicator of the
socio-economic status of the family or household. Accordingly, it is necessary to
have a set of criteria for determining the reference person who is appropriate for
such purposes.

In a single family household, the household reference person and the family reference
person are the same person. A standard hierarchic set of criteria is used to choose
the most appropriate household member as the household reference person.

[n multifamily households, where family coding is complicated, a more detailed
procedure is needed to determine the appropriate reference persons. Once the
household members have been allocated to families, the responses provided on
the collection form are further processed so that a reference person is chosen for
each family. The rules for determining families in multifamily households are
explained in the section on Rules for identifying and coding families in Chapter 4
- Standards for Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.

To select each family reference person hierarchic selection criteria are applied to
each family from the top down. Then one of the family reference persons is also
designated as the houschold reference person. To select the household reference person
a further set of hierarchical criteria are applied to the family reference persons. For
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further details of the criteria used see the discussion Identifying household and
family reference persons in Chapter 2 - Relationship Questionnaire Modules for
Family Variables, pp 14-17.

Usual residency

The concept of usual residency is used to constrain the description of relationships,
family type, household type and social marital status to people who usually reside
with a particular household. Persons who are temporarily residing with a
household during the survey period and are usual residents of another household
are considered to be visitors.

Standards for statistics on usual residency are currently being developed. These
standards will seek to make the definition of a usual resident the same across all
ABS collections. In the interim period the ABS recommends the following
definition of a usual resident:

a person who usually has lived or intends to live with the household for a
total of six months or more and regards it as his or her own, or main,
household; or @ person who has no usual place of residence and is staying
with the household during the reference period of the collection.

Couple relationship

The concept of couple relationship is common to all family related variables. This
concept is based on the notion of a consensual union which is deemed to exist
when:

« two people are usually resident in the same household;

a social, economic and emotional bonding, usually associated with
marriage, exists between the partners; and

the partners consider their relationship to be a marriage or
marriage-like union.

In most statistical collections it is not practical to ask questions which will
determine whether bonding usually associated with marriage exists between two
people. Accordingly, two individuals are regarded as a couple if both are
reported as being usually resident in the same household and living together in
either a de facto or registered marriage. The formalisation of these living
arrangements through a ceremony is not necessary.



Standards for Statistics on the Family

In practice, a consensual union is deemed to exist when the relationship between
two people usually resident in the same household is reported as: husband, wife,
spouse, partner, de facto, common law husband/wife/spouse, lover, boyfriend, girlfriend.
Any relationship label which indicates that a consensual union exists is accepted
by the interviewers, unless the relationship is further qualified by the respondent
to indicate that he or she does not consider that a couple relationship has been
formed. For example, the respondent may indicate that a person is their boyfriend
and then go on to say 'but, we aren't de factos', in which case the individuals
would be treated as unrelated to each other. The word friend on its own is not
sufficient evidence that a consensual union exists. Thus, the definition of a couple
relationship is as follows:

a couple relationship is based on a consensual union, and is defined as two
people usually residing in the same household who share a social, economic
and emotional bond usually associated with marriage and who consider
their relationship to be a marriage or marriage-like union. This
relationship is identified by the presence of a registered marriage or de
facto marriage.

The restriction of couple relationships (and thus consensual unions) to usual
residents in a household is a necessary practical consideration for conducting
household-based surveys. Therefore, a marriage or partnership between a person
usually resident in a household and a person who is a usual resident of another
household (a visitor) is not recognised in the standards for Relationship in
Household, Family Type, Household Type or Social Marital Status. However,
Registered Marital Status extends to all persons, regardless of their place of usual
residence.

Child

In these standards the definition of a child is primarily a function of an
individual's relationship to other household members, regardless of age. All
persons under 15 years of age are defined as children, however. The
identification and classification of children into different types is based on
reported relationships and the presence of dependency relationships. It is
through the dependency relationships that the definition of a child is broadened
beyond the relationship of a natural, adopted, step or foster son or dauehter to
include otherwise related and unrelated individuals.

10
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The definition of a child is:

A person of any age who is a natural, adopted, step, or foster son or
daughter of a couple or lone parent, usually resident in the same household.
A child is also any individual under 15, usually resident in the household,
who forms a pareni-child relationship with another mentber of the
household. This includes otherwise related children under 15 and
unrelated children under 15.

In order to be classified as a ?:hild, the person can have no partner or child
of his or her own usually resident in the household.

There are three types of child identified in the Relationship in Household
classification:

+ Child under 15
Dependent student
Non-dependent child

The differentiation of children into these three types is based upon the
dependency criterion and is designed to identify families with different structures
and needs. Dependency as used in these classifications refers to economic
dependency and is applied only to the population of people who could be
described as 'children’. It is thus not intended to measure an aged person's
dependency nor a disabled person's.

Dependency is assumed to exist when an individual living in a family household
is likely to be unable to support himself or herself financially and is thus reliant
upon another usually resident individual(s) for the provision of his or her
financial needs (meals, accommodation, other expenses). As indicators of
economic dependency two barriers to full-time employment have been chosen:
age and student status.

The dependency criterion is applied to two groups of people in slightly different
ways: children under 15 and dependent students. The reason for applying it to
children under the age of 15 is that persons of this age are not legally able to work
full-time and thus cannot support themselves. This criterion applies not only to
natural children but equally to nephews, nieces, cousins and unrelated children
who live with a family.

The concept of dependency is further applied to another group of people, those
15-24 years old and studying full-time, who are also assumed to be unable to
support themselves financially since, by virtue of their student status, they are

11
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generally unable to work enough hours to fully support themselves. In this
instance, the dependency criterion is not as widely applied as it is to the children
under 15 in that unrelated people who live with a family, and otherwise related
family members such as nieces, nephews, cousins etc. who are studying full-time,
are assumed to be receiving support from outside the family. Thus only natural,
adopted, step, and foster children are defined as dependent students.

As children over the age of 15, who are not studying full-time, are in a position to
be employed full-time, such children are classified as non-dependent children.

Procedures for processing family variables

In a statistical collection designed to produce information about families, the
following steps need to take place in order to process data about families. These
steps include the:

identification of the usual residents of the household;

description of the relationships between the usual residents, by use of
an initial household reference person;

application of the rules for forming families (see the rules for
identifying and coding families in Chapter 4 - Standards for Statistics on
Family Type, pp 43-47). At this stage, it may also be necessary to
reallocate the household and family reference person(s) depending
upon the complexity of the household (for further details see the
discussion of household and family reference persons in this chapter
and the discussion on identifying household and family reference
persons in Chapter 2 - Relationship Questionnaire Modules for Family
Variables, pp 14-17); and finally,

coding of Relationship in Household, Family Type and other variables,
as required.

The following chapters provide the standards that underpin this statistical
process.

12
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Relationship Questionnaire Modules
for Family Variables

Introduction

This chapter outlines the procedures that need to be undertaken to collect
information about relationships in a household. The data that is collected in the
relationship question is used to create the Relationship in Household, Family
Type, Household Type and Social Marital Status variables. The process, as
discussed in this chapter, involves the identification of a household reference
person, which under certain circumstances will need to be modified later, and a
relationship question which is asked of ail the usual residents of a household.

As collection methodologies vary, three alternative questionnaire modules are
presented to cover both interviewer-based collections and self-enumerated
collections. The essential features of each alternative are outlined, as well as the
features common toall the alternatives. The first questionnaire module is a
column format suitable for interview-based collections. The second and third
modules are for self-enumeration collections. The third module has been
developed to collect slightly more detailed information than the second module.
It is designed to collect supplementary relationship information which allows
refinement of the precision of family coding. Although some testing has been
carried out by the ABS during development of the module, the version that is
presented here has not been implemented yet. Itis, therefore, not yet
recommended as a standard but instead is provided as an example of the kind of
questioning which can be done in self-enumerated collections to elicit complex
relationship details.
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The discussion detailing the interview-based module is the most complex;
covering the identification of usual residents, the scope and coverage issues, the
standard relationship question and the circumstances under which relationships
are clarified by further questions.

In deciding which module is appropriate for a particular collection, the collection
methodology, resource availability and quality of data required should be
considered. Although alternative 1 and 2 of the quesonnaire modules presented
in this chapter are proposed as standard modules, the wording of the questions
may need to be modified slightly to suit particular collection requirements and
collection methodology. Whilst the ABS will continue to develop these modules,
any comments from users about their own questionnaire experience would be
welcomed.

Identifying household and family reference persons

To collect relationship in household data a household reference person must first be
identified. Family formation, household type and relationships in the household
are formed through taking one person and then describing each other person's
relationship to that person. This provides a means of identifying and describing
the relationships between other members of the household.

A family reference person is a household member who forms a family with other
members of the household. In a single family household, the household reference
person and the family reference person are the same person. In multifamily
households there is a family reference person for each family and then one of the
family reference persons is also designated as a household reference person. Once
household and family reference persons have been identified, relationships within
the household can be coded by establishing the relationship between the reference
person(s) and each other member of the household.

There is a standard set of criteria for identifying the household and family
reference person(s), however, the practical application of these criteria may not
always be straightforward at the collection phase of a statistical collection. In
order to describe relationships in terms of the reference person, that person must
be identified before other relationships can be recorded. However, respondents
are not usually familiar with the abstract notion of reference person, and the
interviewer cannof choose a suitable reference person until he or she is aware of
all the relationships existing in the household. ABS experience in conducting
surveys has shown that this difficulty can be overcome by asking the respondent
to nominate a head of household as the first person listed on the collection form.
Respondents usually have little difficulty in nominating a head of household, and
frequently the person nominated is a suitable reference person in terms of the

14
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reference person selection criteria. If the person nominated proves unsuitable as a
reference person, the interviewer can substitute an appropriate person after
recording and examining the relationship data, or a suitable reference person can
be selected for family coding at the data processing stage.

Similarly, respondents can be prompted to choose the head of household as the first
person listed on self-enumeration collection forms as this facilitates family coding
and minimises subsequent re-processing. Once again, a suitable reference person
can be substituted during data processing if the nominated person proves an
unsuitable household reference person. It should be noted that the term head of
household should only be used at the data collection phase and not in statistical
output as it is sometimes considered to be inappropriately value-laden.

Substituting a suitable reference person

There will be times when an individual has been nominated by the respondents
as the head of the household, but this person is not the most suitable person to be
the reference person either because if he or she is used as the reference person it
would be difficult to code the Relationship in Household classification or because
the individual in question does not fulfil the criteria for determining the
household reference person. As mentioned in chapter 1 - Guerview of Family
Variables, the household reference person, whilst primarily a device to assist
coding and processing relationship data, can also be used to create output
variables. Itis, therefore, necessary to have a set of criteria which are consistently
applied to determine the household reference person. Depending upon the
methodology being used to collect relationship data, this substituting of an
inappropriate reference person with an appropriate person can be done after the
interview, or through an input editing system.

Where an inappropriate household reference person has been nominated the
relationships described in the raw data may be unsuitable for determining
Relationship in Household. For example, if the household reference person was a
son in a family comprised of his mother, father and sister the data would need to
be processed so that one of the parents was the household reference person and
each other family member was described in relation to that parent. This
reallocation of the household reference person makes the coding of Relationship
in Household straightforward as the classification is designed so that children in a

family are described in relation to their parents, not the parents in relation to their
children.

A standard hierarchic set of criteria is used to choose the most appropriate
household member as the household reference person. In order to improve the
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quality, consistency and comparability of data it is preferable that the household
reference person is aged 15 years or over and, in order of preference:

one of the partners in a registered or defacto marriage, or
a lone parent, or
the person with the highest income, or

the owner, purchaser or primary rent payer of the household
accommodation, or

the eldest person.

The other times when the household reference person will need to be modified is
in multifamily households. In households which contain more than one family, a
family reference person has to be identified for each family. The following example
illustrates why this further processing is needed and how it is done. Consider a
four person household consisting of two sisters {Maria and Cristina) and their
respective husbands (Juan and Manuel). If Maria is chosen as the household
reference person then Manuel is initially coded as a brother-in-law. At the family
level, however, the household is considered as consisting of two families and
either Cristina or Manuel has to be chosen as the family reference person for the
second family. The other spouse is then coded as the partner of that family
reference person. If the household level coding were not further processed to
family level, the household would be incorrectly regarded as a single family
household and would be classified as a couple family without children and with other
related individuals. When the correct procedures are applied the result is a two
family household with each family being coded as a couple family without children
and no other related individuals.

Once the household members have been allocated to families, the responses
provided on the collection form are further processed so that a reference person is
chosen for each family. For clarification of the rules for determining families in
multifamily households refer to the section on Rules for identifying and coding
families in Chapter 4 - Standards for Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.

To select each family reference person the hierarchic selection criteria which are
detailed above are applied to each family from the top down. Then one of the
family reference persons is also designated as the household reference person. To select
the household reference person a further set of hierarchical criteria are applied to the
family reference persons as follows:

If one of the family reference persons is a partner in a marriage, that
person is selected as household reference person.
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If more than one family reference person is a partner in a marriage, the
reference person with dependent children is chosen.

« If more than one marriage partner has dependent children present, or
none of the marriage partners has dependent children present, the
non-family criteria (income, owner/ purchaser, eldest person - see
criteria above) are applied to the married family reference persons in
order .

+ If none of the family reference persons is married, a lone parent is chosen.
If more than one lone parent is present the non-family criteria are
applied in order.

- If none of the family reference persons has been chosen on the basis of the
family criteria (one partner in a couple, the lone parent - see criteria
above), the remaining non-family criteria are applied in order.

Questionnaire module - Alternative 1: Interviewer-based
collections

The interviewer-based collection methodology has a high level of accuracy when
recording relationships within a household. The methodology detailed in this
paper is used by the ABS and has proved successful in household-based surveys.
It is achieved through the use of a two-column questionnaire format that allows
for the recording of each household member's relationship to the household
reference person (in column 1); and for the recording of their closer relationship to
another household member if one exists (in column 2).

Before recording the relationships, all of the usual residents of the household
have to be identified, even if they are temporarily absent. It is also necessary to
determine if any individuals are to be excluded from the collection through the
application of the scope and coverage rules. This is because accurate coding of
family variables is dependent on information about all members of the household,
regardless of whether or not they are to be included as individuals in the survey.
See Chapter 1 - Overview of Family Variables, p 9 for a discussion of usual
residency.
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The two-column questionnaire module

As stated above, the initial requirement in the interview-based questionnaire
module is to determine who are the usual residents of the household. This is
achieved by asking the following question:

'What are the names of all the people who usually live here, start-
ing with the head of the household?'

A set of scope and coverage rules can then be applied to the usual residents and
the visitors of the household. The scope rules are used to define the population
relevant to the objectives of the survey being undertaken. Generally, only those
individuals who satisfy scope rules are asked the survey specific questions.
Nevertheless, all usual residents are listed on the questionnaire, regardless of
their scope status, as their relationship to other residents effects family and
household composition. The coverage rules are designed to ensure that each
person in the population has only one chance of being selected in the survey. If
further details about the scope and coverage questions are required, an example
of the questions used by the ABS can be found in the Families in Australia: Data
Reference Package ABS catalogue no. 4419.0.

After the usual residents are selected each individual is asked the following
question:

Including step, de facto and in-law, what is ..... 's relationship to
the head of the household?

The response provided is recorded in column 1. If, after collecting the
relationship details, any of the relationships require further darification,
additional questions can be asked.

Name Relationship
Column1l | Column2
Person Surname; Relationship |Other
Number |First name toperson1 |relationship
01
02
03
04
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In general, the household reference person is recorded as Person 1. All other
members of the household are then recorded in a list. In single family
households, the household and family structure is usually straightforward and
thus it is not necessary to seek details for Column 2. Here are some examples of
households where the second column would not need to be used:

Household 1 Household 2

Person |Relationship to | Other relationship Person |Relationship to | Other relationship
number |person 1 number |person 1

0 self 01 self

02 wife 02 husband

03 son 03 son

04 {son 04 | daughter

05 05 | father

When to complete column 2

The second column will only need to be completed in households where the
relationship structure is complex and information supplied in the first column is
insufficient to identify all families. It should thus be used to investigate whether
any person listed as being unrelated to the household reference person is related
to any other household member, or whether persons related to the household
reference person are more closely related to another member of the household.

There are four circumstances where the additional information is required to
clarify the family structure of the household:

if a person is unrelated to the household reference person;

» if a person is the child of a relative of the household reference person
(eg. grandchild, niece, nephew or cousin);

- if a person is an 'in-law’; or

+ if the family structure is otherwise unclear.
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Questions used to determine other relationships

If any person is reported as being unrelated to the household reference person
further information is required and the interviewer should ask the following
question:

'Is .... related to anyone else in the household?

Household 3
Person | Relationship | Other
number | to person 1 relationship
01 self
02 ! wife
03 | unrelated husband of person 4
04 | unrelated

The additional information obtained in Household 3 reveals that persons 3 and 4
are married and thus impact on family formation in that there are two families in
this household.

In households where the relationships to the household reference person are
given as grandchild, niece, nephew, or cousin and another person in the household

could be that person’s parent, an additional question is also required.

'Is .... more closely related to anyone else in the household?’

Household 4 Household 5

Person |Relationship to [Other rclationship Person |Relationship to |Other relationship
number |person | number |person 1

01 self 01 |self

02 |wife 02 |wife

03 {son 03  |sister

04 |daughter 04 |brother

05 |grand-daughter |daughter of person 4 05 iniece daughter of person 4
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The additional information obtained in households 4 and 5 reveals additional
parent-child relationships, and thus impacts on family formation.

When the relationship to the household reference person is given suffixed with
in-law it is necessary to determine whether they are more closely related to
someone else in the household.

In Household 6 an additional question is necessary to find out whether person 4
is married to person 3 or person 5 or if she is the sister of person 2. In these cases
the appropriate question is also:

Is .... more closely related to anyone else in the household?

Household 6

Person |Relationship  |Other relationship
number | to person 1

01  |self

02 wife

03 |brother

04 |sister-in-law  |wife of person 5

05 |brother

In any other case where the family structure within the household is unclear the
interviewer should generally focus the probing on the individuais in the
household whose relationship is unclear and use one of the questions suggested
above, if appropriate.

Avoid asking personal questions about couple relationships

It will be seen from the discussion above that it is not necessary to ask specific
questions of a personal nature to identify couple relationships. The identification
of de facto couples (inctuding same sex couples) is thus reliant on respondents
volunteering this information in reply to general questions about relationships
between members of the household. More detailed questioning on this subject is
considered unnecessary and intrusive.
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Self-enumerated collections

For determining relationships in househelds in self-enumerated collections the
two-column questionnaire format is not suitable as respondents may find it
difficult to understand what information they are required to provide. Two
alternative questionnaire modules are presented.

Questionnaire moduie - Alternative 2

The questionnaire module used in alternative 2 is based on the response to a
single question. Using this method, a response is not required for Person 1; for
each subsequent person the respondent is required to fill in the appropriate tick
box in response to the question 'What is each person's relationship to Person
1/Person 2?' The set of response categories for Person 2 differs from that used for
Persons 3 onwards. This approach, which was used in the 1991 Census of
Population and Housing, works best if the form layout allows for recording of
information about each person in columns across the page. See Appendix 3,
which is a reproduction of the 1991 Census schedule.

In this question, person 1 is not required to provide a response.

What is each person's relationship to Person 1/Person 27
P P

Examples of other relationships: son-in-law, grand-daughter, uncle,

boarder.
Person 1 Person 2 Person 3
A Husband or wife of Person 1 {1 Child of both Person 1 and
O De facto partner of Person 1 Person 2
O Child of Person 1 O Child of Person T only
O Step-child of Person 1 O Child of Person 2 only
0 Brother or sister of Person 1 0 Brother or sister of Person 1
O Unrelated flatmate or co-tenant of | | Unrelated flatmate or co-tenant of
Person 1 Person 1 Person 1
{1 Other relationship to Person 1 - U Other relationship to Person 1 -
please specify please specify
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Although this question is effective in the majority of situations, it fails to pick up
complete relationship data in households with more than one family. In
particular, it differs from alternative 3 in that individuals who are unrelated to
person 1 are not asked for any further relationship details. However, like
alternative 3, it does provide for the identification of step-children and blended
families.

If relationship data from this question module are not adequate for family
formation, further information on family structures can be derived with the
assistance of other responses such as name, usual residence, or marital status.

Alternative 3

This questionnaire module identifies both the relationship to the household
reference person and any closer relationships with other household members.
Although it is based on the response to a single question, extra information is
requested if the individual is unrelated to person 1. It also provides for the
identification of step-children and blended families.

As mentioned previously, the module is not fully developed and is the current
outcome of a series of tests. It has not yet been implemented in ABS collections.
It is provided as an example of a module for use in self-enumerated collections,
when extra information about family relationships is needed.

If relationship data from this question module are not adequate for family
formation, further information on family structures can be derived with the
assistance of other responses such as name, usual residence, or marital status. If
the collection permitted it, more detailed questions on relationship could of
course be included.
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Using this question, a response is net required for Person 1; for each subsequent
person the respondent is required to fill in the appropriate tick box in response to
the question 'What is each person's relationship to Personl/Person 27 The set of

response categories for Person 2 differs from that used for Persons 3 onwards.

What is each person's relationship to Person 1/Person 27

Examples of other relationships: son-in-law, grand daughter, uncle,

boarder.
Person 1 Person 2 Person 3
O Husband or wife of Person 1 O Child of both Person 1 and
O De facto partner of Person 1 Person 2
O Child of Person 1 O Child of Person 1 only
O Step-child of Person 1 O Child of Person 2 only
O Brother or sister of Person 1 ] Brother or sister of Person 1
O Other relationship to Person 1 - O Other relationship to Person 1 -
please specify please specify
Person 1 [0 Not related to Person 1 - if related | [0 Not related to Person 1- if related

relationship is:

to another person in the household
please specify who that person is and
the relationship to that person.

related to:

relationship is:

to another person in the household
please specify who that person is and
the relationship to that person.

retated to:
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Other variables required to determine Relationship in Household

To determine Relationship in Household as described in Chapter 3 - Standards for
Statistics on Relationship in Household, information is required in addition to the
data from the above questionnaire modules. Specifically, it must be known
whether the usual residents attend an educational institution full-time, and also
their age and sex. For more details see: Standards for Statistics on Age and Sex
(1285.0). The publication of standards for social, labour and demographic
variables is an ongoing process and other publications in the series, such as the
Standards for Statistics on Core Labour Force Varinbles, are planned for future release.

The standard question for the variable age is:

For interview-based collections:
What was ... age last birthday?
For self-enumeration collections:

Date of Birth: /o

(Specify day, month, year)

The standard question for the variable sex is:

Sex:

O Male
[ Female
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The standard question for the variable full/part-time student is:

For interview-based collections:

Is [the person}/are you currently studying at a school, TAFE
college, university or other educational institution as a full-time
student?

If data on part-time students are also required then ask:

Is {the person}are you currently studying at a school, TAFE
college, university or other educational institution?

Is [the person)/are you studying full-time or part-time?

O Full-time
O Part-time

For self-enumeration collections:

Is the person attending a school or any other educational
institution?

» Include external or correspondence students.

1 No
O Yes, full-time student
O Yes, part-time student
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Standards for Statistics on
Relationship in Household

Introduction

This chapter presents ABS standards for the social variable Relationship in
Household. Through publication of these standards the ABS is disseminating the
concept, definition, classification and output structures which will facilitate the
production of comparable data about household and family relationships.

Relationship in Household is used to determine familial and non-familial
relationships between persons residing within the same household. Such
information provides the basis on which statistics of household type, family type,
social marital status and income unit type are produced. It also provides
information on family blending, types of multifamily households, and extended
families.

Although one of the major uses of this classification is to provide input to Family
Type and other classifications, the output from the Relationship in Household
classification is also used in social analysis through the cross-classification of
relationship in household with other socio-demographic variables. For example,
the Labour Force Survey produces statistics about the labour force status of
husbands, wives, lone parents, dependent students and other members of
households.
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Descriptive title

The ABS recommends Relationship in Household as the title for this concept in all
statistical collections. This term has been chosen as the standard title because it
reflects the fact that the concept is focused both on relationships in the family and,
more broadly, on those in the household (including boarders and unrelated
flatmates).

Other terms which have been used to describe the concept are Family Status and
Position in Family/Household. Since these terms carry connotations of status, they
may give a misleading impression of the concept we wish to measure.

Definition

Relationship in Household is the reported familial or non-familial relationship of
each person to a household or family reference person. It is based on the concepts
of household and family which are discussed in Chapter 1 - Overview of Family
Variables, pp 2-7.

Persons who are usual residents of another household are included in the
Relationship in Household classification but information collected from them is
not used in family coding. They are assigned to a separate category of visitor.

The Relationship in Household classification can be applied to any form of
accommodation or dwelling which contain households. On the whole, persons
living in non-private dwellings such as hospitals, prisons, homes for the aged, etc.
are outside the scope of the classification as households are not found there.
However, under certain conditions, retirement villages, hotels, motels and
serviced apartments may contain households, in which case the Relationship in
Household classification could be applied. The standard practice in the ABS is to
exclude people in non-private dwellings from family coding. The exceptions to
this rule have been surveys with a particular population of interest, such as the
1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey, and the Survey of
Families in Australia, 1992.
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Classification criteria

The Relationship in Household classification uses three criteria to classify
household members:

(i} residency,
(i) family membership, and

(iii) relationship.

The criteria are applied in stages. The first criterion, residency, differentiates
persons on the basis of whether they are a usual resident of the household or a
visitor. Visitors are coded as such and are not described in terms of their
relationship to usual residents of the household. As stated previously, the ABS
has not standardised the definition of usual residency, however, the recommended
interim definition is outlined in Chapter 1 - Overview of Family Variables, p 9.

The second criterion, family membership, differentiates persons on the basis of
whether they are family members or non-family members. Family members are
related by blood, marriage (registered or de facto), adoption, step, or fostering to
at least one other usual resident of the household. Non-family members are
unrelated individuals and may include people who form lone person households,
group households, or who may be attached to family households as unrelated
individuals (such as boarders).

The third criterion, relationship, differentiates persons on the basis of the
relationship they have to a household or family reference person and each other.
This criterion is applicable to persons within both family and non-family
households. In family households the relationship criterion involves the
consideration of factors such as couple relationships, parent-child relationships,
dependency, and other blood relationships. These family relationship criteria are
discussed at lerigth in the Chapter 4 - Standards for Statistics on Family Type,

pp 41-43.

An additional classification variable is necessary to identify the family to which
each individual belongs in a multifamily household. This variable which is
known as the Family number allows for up to 9 separate families to be coded from
the Relationship in Household data (see discussion on Family number classification
and code structure on p 36).
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Classification and coding issues

The standard Relationship in Household classification has a four-level hierarchical
structure which allows classification of relationships at the most detailed level,
and which provides for the presentation of data at various levels of aggregation.
Thus the 8 categories at the broadest level can be aggregated further, depending
on user requirements or output conventions. For instance, the first 6 categories
can be aggregated to form the category of family members, with the 7th category
remaining as non-family members. For a complete description of the categories in
the Relationship in Household classification, definitions are provided in the
Glossary and in Appendix 1. The standard classification categories and code
structure for all levels are as follows:

Code structure

Residents

1 Husband, wife or partner
11 In a registered marriage
12 In a de facto marriage
15 Opposite-sex couple
16 Same-sex couple
17 Male same-sex couple
18 Female same-sex couple

2 Lone parent
21 Lone parent

3 Child under 15
30 Child under 15 (not further defined)
31 Natural or adopted child under 15
32 Step-child under 15
33 Foster child under 15
34 Otherwise related child under 15
35 Unrelated child under 15

4 Dependent student
40 Dependent student (not further defined)
41 Natural or adopted dependent student
42 Student step-child
43 Student foster child
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5 Non-dependent child
50 Non-dependent child (not further defined)
51 Non-dependent natural or adopted child
52 Non-dependent step-child
53 Non-dependent foster child

6 OQOther related individual
60 Other related individual (not further defined)
61 Brother/Sister
62 Father/Mother
63 Grandchild
64 Grandfather/Grandmother
65 Cousin
66 Unde/Aunt
67 Nephew/Niece
68 Other related individual (not elsewhere classified)

7 Non-family member
71 Unrelated individual living in a family household
72 Group household member
73 lone person

Non-residents

9 Visitor
99 Visitor

Categories 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 41, 42, 43, and 51, 52, 53 (which distinguish
step-children and other children) need only be used when a collection has a
specific requirement to collect information about the existence of step-children or
blended families. When information on the types of children present in the
family is not required, the codes 30, 40 or 50 need only be used.

A person who responds as a step or an in-law, and who does not form a couple or
parent-child relationship, will be coded to the appropriate type of relationship in
the other related individual codes (60-68). Thus if a household is composed of a
reference person, wife, daughter, son, and mother-in-law, the mother-in-law will
be coded to 62 Father/Mother. Effectively this means that, for couple families,
the relationship is expressed as the relationship to either member of a family
nucleus. A detailed set of rules for forming families is provided in Chapter 4 -
Standards for Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.
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Reasons for using the two-digit code

This classification uses a two-digit code rather than a four-digit code, which
would usually be recommended for what is essentially a four level hierarchical
classification structure. This serves to improve efficiency in data storage and
coding procedures. Specifically, a two-digit code considerably reduces the
number of entry key strokes and the amount of data storage space required in
processing the data. At the same time, the two-digit code structure makes the
digits used to code de facto couples (5, 6, 7 and 8) consistent with the code
structures for Marital Status and Family Type.

Identifying step-children

To be coded as a step-child a person must be identified as the step-son or
step-daughter of either partner in a couple family or as the step-child of the lone
parent in a one-parent family.

It should be noted that the standard relationship questionnaire module used in
interview-based collections does not provide sufficient information to identify
step-children reliably. Although the standard relationship questionnaire module
asks the question: 'Including step, de facto and in-law, what is each person's
relationship to the head of the household?' there could be situations where
coding of these relationships varies, depending upon which individual is
nominated as the family reference person. For example, a household could be
comprised of a married couple with children, where the woman is remarried and
the children are hers from a previous marriage, and the husband does not have
any of his own natural children present in the household. If the woman was the
reference person, her husband would be recorded as the spouse and the children
as son/daughter of the reference person. The information may not be
volunteered by the respondents that the children are step-children of the
husband. If, on the other hand, the husband was the reference person, the
children are more likely to be reported as step-children.

Reliable coding of step relationships can be achieved through the use of
additional questions, such as in the Survéy of Families in Australia, 1992, or as in
the detailed closed-ended response categories of the self-enumeration
questionnaire modules. See Chapter 2 - Relationship Questionnaire Modules for
Family Variables, pp 22-24 for self-enumeration modules alternatives 2 & 3 and see
the Families in Australia: Data reference package (ABS cat. no. 4419.0) for an example
of the additional questions asked in the Survey of Families.
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Couple relationships

Couple relationships should be coded and the data stored at the most detailed
level. These categories are as follows:

11 In aregistered marriage

15 Opposite-sex (de facto) couple

17 Male same-sex {de facto) couple
18 Female same-gex (de facto) couple

Categories 1, 12 and 16 are used for output only and are not recommended for
data storage.

Multifamily households

The process of allocating relationship codes in a single family or a non-family
household is relatively simple. In the case of households with more than one
family, however, the process is more complex as the Relationship in Household
codes must be allocated on a family by family basis for each member of a family.
A set of rules for allocating individuals to families is provided in Chapter 4 -
Standards for Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.

Consider a four person household consisting of a couple (Edward and Imogen)
who are married in a registered marriage, their son (Andrew) and Andrew's son
Brendan who is aged 2. By the stage of coding relationship in household the
appropriate reference persons should have been determined. See the earlier
discussion in Chapter 2 - Relationship Questionnaire Modules for Family Variables,
pp 15-17 where the process of substituting a suitable reference person is outlined.
In this example, Edward and Imogen are both coded as 11 Husband, wife or
partner in a registered marriage. Andrew is coded as 21 Lone parent and
Brendan is coded as 31 Natural, or adopted child under 15. At the family level
the household consists of two families.

Questionnaire module

The standard questionnaire modules used to collect the information required to
identify and classify each person's relationship in household are outlined in
Chapter 2 - Relationship Questionnaire Modules for Family Variables.
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Output classifications

The categories of the Relationship in Household classification can be output in
their own right or cross-classified by a range of other socio-demographic
variables. A major purpose of this classification, however, is to construct larger
entities such as income and family units which are important for further analysis.
The output of the Relationship in Household classification is used directly as
input to the Family Type, Household Type, and Income Unit Type classifications.

The standard output categories are the categories of the classification itself. The
output categories with appropriate headings for each are as follows:

Husband, wife or partner
In a registered marriage
In a de facto marriage

Lone parent

Child under 15
Natural or adopted child under 15
Step-child under 15
Foster child under 15
Otherwise related child under 15
Unrelated child under 15

Dependent student
Natural or adopted dependent student
Student step-child
Student foster child

Non-dependent child
Non-dependent natural or adopted child
Non-dependent step-child
Non-dependent foster child

Other related individual
Brother/ Sister
Father /Mother
Grandchild
Grandfather/Grandmother
Cousin
Uncle/Aunt
Nephew /Niece
Other related individual (nec)

Non-family member
Unrelated individual in family household
Group household member
Lone person

Visitor
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Another standard output option is derived by aggregating the two categories of
dependent child (that is Child under 15 and Dependent student), to form a single
output category of Dependent child.

This results in the following output classification:

Husband, wife or partner
In a registered marriage
In a de facto marriage

Lone parent

Dependent child
Dependent natural or adopted child
Dependent step-child
Dependent foster child
Otherwise related child under 15
Unrelated child under 15

Non-dependent child
Non-dependent natural or adopted child
Non-dependent step-child
Non-dependent foster child

Other related individual
Brother/Sister
Father /Mother
Grandchild
Grandfather/Grandmother
Cousin
Uncle/Aunt
Nephew /Niece
Other related individual (nec)

Non-family member
Unrelated individual in family household
Group household member
Lone person

Visitor

It is expected that output from most collections will be at the broadest level only.

If detailed level output is chosen it may be necessary to have some of the
categories suppressed. For example, in both standard output variations the
distinction between the types of child is optional. This will depend on whether
the information is available from the response data.
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The disaggregation of de facto couples into opposite-sex and same-sex couples is
not recommended for standard output. This is because the reporting of same-sex
couple relationships is not expected to be high, and thus data quality at a more
detailed level is likely to be low.

Family number classification and code structure

In addition to a relationship code, each member in a given household needs to be
identified with a code which indicates to which family he or she belongs, or
whether the individual is a non-family member. This is achieved by assigning a
unique family number to each household member.

The standard Family number classification has one level, with up to nine separate
categories to which families can be coded. A single digit code, in the range 0 to 9,
is assigned to each person to indicate the family to which the person belongs. The
code 0 is assigned to persons who are not members of any family within a
household. The code 1 is assigned to all family members in one-family
households, or to members of the first family in households with more than one
family. The first family is the one which contains the household reference person.
The codes 2 to 9 are for additional families within the household. The
classification and code structure for this variable is outlined below.

Family number

Non-family member

Member of first family in household
Member of second family in household
Member of third family in household

[E I & R

9 Member of ninth family in household

Rules for forming families for classification purposes are outlined in Chapter 4 -
Standards for Statistics on Family Type, pp 43-47.

Other varlables derived from Relationship in Household

The Relationship in Household classification can be used to derive other family
related variables which may be used in analysis of family and household
composition. Standards for these other family related variables are currently
being developed by the ABS. Until such time as these are completed a general
discussion about a few family variables is provided here. They are included as
examples of the way the Relationship in Household classification can be used to
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develop variables in addition to family type, household type and social marital
status. They are not intended to be an exhaustive list of other family related
variables. The variables discussed here are: Family blending, and Lone ancestor
indicator.

Family blending

Family blending can be constructed through indicating the types of children
present in the family, in particular natural and step. The definitions of blended
family and step family are as follows:

Blended family

A blended family is defined as a couple family containing two or more
children, of whom at least one is the natural, adopted or foster child of both
members of the couple, and at least one is the step child of either member of
the couple.

Step family

A step family is defined as a couple family containing one or more children,
none of whon is the natural, adopted or foster child of both members of the
couple, and at least one of whom is the step child of either member of the
couple.

Lone ancestor indicator

Details about the presence of lone ancestors can be developed through the other
related individual category of the Relationship in Household classification.

A variable which combines categories 62 Father/Mother and 64

Grandfather/ Grandmother will produce output about lone ancestors.
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4

Standards for Statistics on
Family Type

Introduction

This chapter presents ABS standards for the variable Family Type. The standards
are intended for use wherever social, labour and demographic statistics on family
type are collected, processed and disseminated.

Family Type is suitable for the collection and dissemination of data for a broad
range of purposes including analysis of family structure, size and composition.
It can also be used to examine issues related to the family unit, such as family
support networks within households and the durability of the traditional family
structure, which are of importance to government policy, social and welfare
agencies, and the community at large.

It is an essential variable for the analysis of the social and economic well-being of
both the family unit and the individuals within those families. This is a broad
level concern of the ABS social and labour statistics program and of the policy and
program initiatives of other agencies.

Previous Family Type classifications

Until recently, a number of family type classifications were used in ABS statistical
collections. Essentially, these were built around the same household-based
definition of the family and used the same classification criteria. The three major
types of family at the broadest level of output were: couple families, one parent
families and other families. Also, previous classifications included both
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registered and de facto marriages. Despite these similarities there were
significant differences in the definitions and classification structures. These
include various definitions of a one parent family, dependency and family member.
When comparing data collected prior to the implementation of these standards
with data collected since their implementation, a close reading of the definitions
of the various categories in the family type classification and the relationship in
household is recommended. This should assist users in understanding any
break in time series.

The standards for family type outlined in this chapter retain the three major types
of family and include both registered and de facto marriages. All definitions used
have been standardised and features have been introduced that increase the
utility of the standards for a wide range of applications. The concepts and
definitions used are, in general, consistent with those used in the Survey of
Families in Australia, 1992 and in the 1991 Census of Population and Housing.

These standards are intended to aid the interpretation of ABS statistics on family
type and their use by all other agencies wishing to collect family data is
encouraged. The adoption of these standards will thus facilitate the production of
data comparable and compatible with that of the ABS, and with other collections
of statistics on the family which have adopted these standards.

Definition

The standards for Family Type are based on a number of concepts, such as
household and family. These concepts are common to a number of variables
presented in this publication and are defined and discussed in Chapter 1-
Overview of Family Variables, pp 2-7.

Families can be differentiated into different types on the basis of the relationships
that exist between members of particular families. Specific types of families are
identified by focusing on a family in terms of the familial and dependency
relationships that exist between its members. The use of this type of
classification system allows analysts to compare families of similar characteristics
with families of different characteristics, or with the population as a whole.
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Family type is thus defined as:

the differentiation of families based on the presence or absence of couple
relationships, parent-child relationships, child dependency relationships or
other blood relationships, in that order of precedence.

In determining family type, families are considered in terms of the relationships
that exist between a single family reference person and each other member of that
family. Other important characteristics of families, such as the number of
children, the size of the family, or the age of the reference person, are treated as
separate variables, and are not used to differentiate categories in the Family Type
classification.

Classification criteria

The differentiation of families into family types, detailed above, allows families to
be described in terms of a standard set of classification categories. Each family
can be assigned to a particular category of the classification on the basis of a
standard hierarchic set of classification criteria.

The family type classification uses four basic criteria to categorise families:
+ couple relationships;
+ parent-child relationships;
child dependency; and
other blood relationships.

A couple relationship is defined as two people usually residing in the same
household who share a social, economic and emotional bond usually associated
with marriage and who consider their relationship to be a marriage or
marriage-like union. It is measured by the presence of a registered marriage or de
facto marriage.

A parent-child relationship is defined as a relationship between two people, one the
nominal parent and the other the nominal child. Both must usually reside in the
same household. Whilst a parent must be 15 years of age or over, a child may be a
natural, adopted, step or foster child of any age. A child can also be an otherwise
related person under the age of 15 or unrelated person under the age of 15.

The classification criterion child dependency is used in developing the structure of
the classification by distinguishing dependent children from non-dependent children.
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Dependency is only used to indicate children who are still economically
dependent upon their parents. It is not a measure of any other form of
dependency, such as that of an aged parent or handicapped person. This
criterion is, therefore, only concerned with determining if a child is dependent on
a parent in a very broad sense. The evaluation of dependency is based on three
characteristics: relationship status, student status and age. Children are classified
as dependent if they satisfy the definition of a child and they are 0-14 years of age,
or 15-24 years of age and a full-time secondary or tertiary student. Age and
student status offer a simple standard that allows the measurement of a complex
concept that in its entirety depends on many factors. The rationale behind
separating children into these categories is to identify those families containing
children who, it is assumed, cannot provide for themselves. This is of direct
relevance to a range of major government programmes concerned with income
and family support.

An other blood relationship refers to relationships between two people formed
through blood or via a marriage, other than a couple or parent-child relationship.
There is no limit to the members of a family who can be considered as being
related to the family reference person by direct lineage, that is, from generation to
generation. For example, grandmothers, great-grandmothers and even
great-great-grandmothers are all considered as being related to the family
reference person. Similarly, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren are considered as being related to the family reference
person. However, any relation beyond the first cousin of a family member is
excluded. A list of the familial relationships that fall within the scope of an other
blood relationship is given in the rules for identifying and coding families
described later in this chapter.

Although there are many characteristics of families that are of interest, the above
criteria have been identified as the most important and most frequently used.
Additional family characteristics can be obtained by cross-classifying family type
with other variables.

Application of the classification criteria

The recommended standard classification structure is based on the four criteria
discussed above.

At the broadest level (level 1), the classification is based on the presence or
absence of a couple relationship, parent-child relationship, or other blood
relationship. The application of these three criteria serve to delineate the standard
family groupings of couple family with children, couple family without children,
one parent family and other family.



Eamily Type

At the second level of the classification, the criterion used to differentiate family
types are the presence or absence of dependent children and (if present) the type
of dependent children. At the third level of the classification presence of
non-dependent children is used to categorise families. At the fourth and most
detailed level of the classification, the presence or absence of other related
individuals is used.

Rules for identifying and coding families

There are nine rules for identifying a family and allocating individuals to it. In
particular, these rules clarify how individuals should be allocated to families in
households where the relationships between individuals are complex, such as
muitifamily households. These rules must be considered in the order they are
presented.

RULE 1. A family can only be formed from persons usually resident
in the same household, one of whom must be 15 years of age or
OVver.

RULE 2. A separate family nucleus is formed for each married
couple. There can be only one couple per family. In cases where
there are two couples in a household, these would become
multifamily households, with two families present.

RULE 3. A couple family exists if two people have formed a couple
relationship. This is defined as two people usually residing in the
same household who share a social, economic and emotional bond
usually associated with marriage and who consider their
relationship to be a marriage or marriage-like union. It is measured
by the presence of a registered marriage or de facto marriage.

RULE 4. A lone parent-to-child relationship forms the nucleus of a
separate family when the parent is not a partner in a couple
relationship; the child is not a partner in a couple relationship and
has no children of his or her own living in the same household. If in
a one parent family there are two or more children present, the
nucleus is formed between the parent and eldest child.
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RULE 5. Persons not directly forming the couple family nucleus or
one parent family nucleus are allocated to the family nucieus to
which they are most closely related. For example, children of a
couple are allocated to that couple and children of a one parent
family are allocated to the family nucleus of their parent and eldest
sibling unless they form a couple or one parent family themselves.

RULE 6. The formation of the family nucleus and the subsequent
attaching of people to this nucleus has a set of priority rules in
multifamily households or multigenerational families.

If there is any doubt about which way to form the family and the
doubt arises over a parent-child relationship, use the following rules
in the order listed (the rules are described more fully belowy):

a) most recent generation rule
b) eldest child rule
¢) child to female parent rule

Where a doubt arises from family relationships other than
parent-child relationships, use the following rules in the order listed:

d) eldest relative rule
e) closest blood relationship rule

a) Where alone parent-child relalionship exists for two generations
in the same household the most recent generation forms the family
nucleus. Thus if a household contains a 70-year-old parent, who has
no partner present, a 50-year-old daughter and her 20-year-old son,
then the 50-year-old and the 20-year-old form the family nucleus
and the 70-year-old is attached to the family as a father/mother (other
related individugl).
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Another example of the most recent generation rule in a
multifamily household is a household consisting of a couple aged 75
and 73 (family 1) who live with their son aged 50, his daughter aged
20 and the daughter's husband aged 22 (family 2). In this case, the
son aged 50 could be attached to family 1 as a non-dependent child or
family 2 as a father/mother (other related individual). The most recent
generation rule attaches him to family 2 as a father/mother (other
related individual).

b) Other situations may arise where it is possible to allocate a
person to more than one family in the household. These cases may
be resolved by the application of the eldest child rule. For example,
if a multifamily household was composed of a widower who lives
with his son and daughter, where the son, aged 35, has formed a
family nucleus with a partner (family 1) and the daughter, aged 25,
has a child present and has thus formed a one parent family nucleus
(family 2), then the widower is attached to the family nucleus of his
eldest child, ie. family 1, as a father/mother (other related individual).

¢) Where the parents of a child or children no longer consider
themselves a couple but still live in the same household, then the
child to female parent rule is used to form a lone parent family
nucleus comprising the mother and eldest child. The father is
attached to this family as a relative of the eldest child, unless he has
another partner resident in the household.

d) In a multifamily household where it is possible to allocate a
person to more than one family using the same relationship (an
aunt, for example, to the family of either of her two nephews), the
person is allocated to the family of his or her eldest relative.

e) In a multifamily household where a person is an other related
individual and is related to more than one family (an aunt, for
example, to one family but a grandmother to another) he or she
should be allocated to the family where the closer blood
relationship lies. That is, relationships by lineage (vertical} take
precedence over other types of relationships. For example,
grandmother over aunt, or aunt over cousin.

45



Standards for Statistics on the Family

46

RULE 7. If a couple family or one parent family does not exist and
two people in the household are related (see Rule 9 for qualifying
relationships) then they form the nucleus of an other family.

RULE 8. Individuals can be attached to the other family nucleus if
they are related to either one of the persons forming the nucleus or to
any other person added to the other family provided they do not
form, or can not be allocated to, a couple or lone parent family in the

household.

RULE 9. Only the following familial relationships are included in the

definition of the term related:

Self

Husband

Wife

De facto marriage partner
Son

Step-son

Sonin-law

Daughter
Step-daughter
Daughter in-law
Mother

Step-mother
Mother-in-law
Father

Step-father

Father in-law
Grandmother
Step-grandmother
Grandmother in-law
Grandfather
Step-grandfather
Grandfather in-law
Grandson
Step-grandson
Grandson in-law
Grand-daughter
Step-grand-daughter
Grand-daughter in-law

Sister
Step-sister
Half-sister
Sister in-law
Brother
Step-brother
Half-brother
Brother in-law
Aunt
Step-aunt
Aunt in-law
Uncle
Step-uncle
Undle in-law
Nephew
Step-nephew
Nephew in-law
Niece
Step-niece
Niece in-law
Cousin
Step-cousin
Cousin in-law
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In addition to this list, any direct ancestors (such as great-grandmother) or direct
descendants (such as great-grandchild) are considered related, however, any
relative beyond first cousin is not considered related. For example, second cousins
{(or more), and great uncles and great aunts are excluded. Adopted and foster
relationships are treated as natural relationships.

The flow chart at the end of this chapter provides a visual representation of how
families are identified and classified at the broadest level (super group level).

Classification structure

The standard dassification of family type has a four level hierarchy:

Super group level
Major group level
Minor group level, and
Detailed group level.

Super group level

At the super group level (the broadest level of the classification) there are four
family types. These are based on the presence or absence of a couple relationship,
a parent-child relationship, or other blood relationship. The application of these
three criteria delineate the standard family groupings of four family types:

Couple family with children,
Couple family without children,
One parent family, and

Other family.

The identification of couples without children at this level of the classification is
an important feature as it immediately identifies approximately one third of all
families.

Note: The use of the descriptive title Couple family without children does not
indicate that all couples included in this category are childless. Whilst some
couples may be childless, others may fit the description of couple family without
children because they do not currently have children living with them.
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To establish the family type of a family at the super group level the relationships
that exist between a family reference person and each other member of that
family are considered. Family type is then allocated on the basis of whether the
following types of relationships, in order of precedence, are present or not in the
family:

Couple relationship
Parent-child relationship
Other blood relationship

See Glossary (pp 123- 139) and Classification criteria section (pp 41-42) for
definitions of these relationships, and the Flow chart (p 66) for an illustration of
the order of precedence.

As an example of the application of these rules of precedence, consider the
example of two elderly brothers living with the family of the daughter of one of
the brothers. The daughter's family forms the basic family of the household and
the two brothers are both allocated to this family unit as other related individuals.
The brother who is the father of the daughter would be coded as father/mother and
the other brother would be coded as uncle/aunt. The two brothers do not form a
separate family in their own right in addition to the daughter's family, because
the parent-child relationship between the brother and his daughter is of higher
precedence than the other blood relationship between the two brothers.

The disadvantage of this broad classification is that any one category includes a
wide range of families. Specifically the super group level includes the traditional
notion of a lone parent with young children or a mature person living with an
aged parent in the category of one parent family. Care should therefore be taken in
analysing the data.

More detailed levels

For more complex analyses, the three other levels of the classification are based

on more detailed family information. At the major group level (level 2) family
type categories are based on the presence or absence of dependent children and (if
present) the type of dependent children. This requires making the distinction
between two readily identifiable subgroups of dependent children: children under
15 and dependent students. The minor group level (level 3) categories further
dissaggregates families by whether or not non-dependent children are present in
the family; and the detailed group level (level 4) further dissaggregates families
depending on whether or not other related individuals are present in the family.
Finally, the type of couple identifier which distinguishes between opposite-sex
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couples, male same-sex couples and female same-sex couples can be applied at
any level of the classification as required.

The following table summarises the links between the levels of the classification
and the criteria used to distinguish between categories.

Classification criteria as they are applied at each level

Name and Number of
Level | Categories Basis for differentiation
1 Super group (4) Presence of a couple relationship and/or the
presence of children or presence of other blood
relationship
2 Major group (10) Presence or absence and type of dependent
children
Minor group (16} Presence or absence of non-dependent children
4 Detailed group (31) Presence or absence of other related individuals
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Code structure

In the dlassification structure a combination of the digits 1, 2, 3, 4 and 9 is used at
the four levels to code each of the categories available at that particular level. In
addition, a unique set of codes (5, 6, 7 & 8), described as type of couple identifier, is
provided to distinguish the sex of partners in couple relationships. The identifier
can be applied at any of the four levels of the classification (see Output
classifications section, p 63). The codes used maintain consistency with other
related classification structures which code opposite-sex and same-sex couples
separately. Following is a summary of what each digit represent<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>