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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Scries updated since (he July 1995 issue are: labour force,
industrial disputes; housing finance, building approvals, price
index of house building materials (price indexes for Canberra
will no longer be produced after June 1995), building
commencements, engineering construction; consumer price
index, retail turnover; and new motor vehicle registrations.

Notable movements in this issuc include:

® The trend estimate for the number employed in the ACT
climbed steadily over the last six months (2.1%). In July
1995, 57,000 people were employed in the ACT; up
0.6 per cent from the previous month. The natienal trend for
cmployment increased to 8,275,900; an increase of
0,2 per cenl from the previous month. Ttend unemployment
for the ACT romained constant for luly 1995 at 12,100 after
incredasing over the period frem March 1995, Though the
unemployment rate for the ACT continued to remain at
7.2 per cent. the participation rate increased slightly by
0.4 percentage points.

& The trend series for the value of housing commitments
financed in the ACT continued to decline to its lowest point
since December 1991 ($58.5 million). The value of financed
housing commitments in the ACT for May 1995 was
$61.0 million: a decrease of 4.2 per cent from the previous
monlh. In contrast, the scasonally adjusted cstimate for the
value of commitments increascd by 11.4 per cent to
$65.4 million. Nationally the trend series fell by 2.3 per cent
in the same period,

¢ The trend for the total number of ACT dwelling units
approved in June 1995 was 146, a decrease of 9.3 per cent
from the previous menth. Tt represcnts the largest moenthly
fall since February 1995 (10.0%) alter 7 consecutive months
of significant falls (between 2.7% and 9.0% from November

1994 to May 1995). All original estimates for the value of

approvals decreased. with residential alterations and
additions incurring the highest decrease (30.4%), followed
by new residential buildings (28.2%) and non-residential
buildings (26.9%). The total vaiuc of building approvals
decreased by $12.3 million (28.3%) to $31.1 miilion.

® The number of new dwelling units commenced in the ACT
decreased by 15.3 per cent to 316 unils in the March quarler
1995, [n value terms, this represents a decrease ol
1.6 per cent to $37.5 million, Similarly, the value of

non-residential building commencements and the value of

lolal commencemenis for the ACT also decreased in the
same quarter Lo $55.5 million (- 24.3%) and $128.9 million
{ 26.1%), respectively.

® The valuc of engineering construction work donc during the

March quarter 1995 decreased by 32.5 per cent to
$34.3 million. This represenis the second greatest fall across
all States and Terntorics in the period.

The price index of house building materials for Canberra
continued to rise in June 1995, with a slight increase of
0.1 per ceni. In comirast, the weighted average of the six
State capital citics decreased by 0.4 per cent. In the twelve
months from June 1994, the price index increased by
2.2 per cent for the ACT compared to the 2.4 per cent
increase lor the combined cities’ weighted average,

The All groups CPI for Canberra increased by 1.1 per cent
in the Junc quarter 1995. with an annual increase of
5.0 per ceni. This was the highest annual growth for
Canberra since Sepiember 1994. Both the housing and the
tobacce and alcohol groups contributed 0.8 per cent to the
quarterly increasc. These increases were largely the result of
higher mortgage interest charges, beer prices and tobacco
licence fecs. The transportation group followed with a
0.7 per cent ceniribution to the overall increase in
Canberra’s price index. The weighted average of the eight
capital citics increased by 1.3 per cent in the Junc quarter
1995 and 4.5 per cent over the year.

The trend estimate in the ACT retail turnover increased by
0.1 per cent to $182.0 miltion for June 1995. Similiar to
other States/Territories, the increase for June 1995 was the
weakest growth recorded in the ACT since June 1994. The
ACT zlso recorded the lowest growih across ail
States/Territorics. The major contributors to the downtura in
retail turnover lor the ACT were heusehold goods retailing
(- 3.1% not published in ACT Rusiness Indicators); and
department storcs (—1.3%). Both of these sectors produced
their lowest tumover since April 1988 (315.7 million} and
December 1993 ¢$23.1 million). respectively. The
recreational goods remailing, and clothing and soft goods
retailing sectors {(both not published in ACT Business
Indicators) showed the highest increases in turnover at
0.8 per cenl.

In trend terms, the number of new motor vehicles registered
in June 1995 for the ACT rosc steadily to 1.116. It increased
by 1.3 per cent from the previous month and 17.8 per cent
from the previous ycar. This was above the national
increases of (.8 per cent and 10.8 per ceni in (he
corresponding periods. ‘

Tim Power
Acting Statistician Australian Capital Territory

INQUIRIES & for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished
statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office,

e for information about other ABS swatistics and services. plesse coniact Information Scrvices on
Canberra (06} 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office.
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TABLF, 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, SEPTEMBER
QUARTER 1995/JUNE QUARTER 199
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE
(per cent)

Austratian
Capital
Period Territory Australia

Short-term
June qtr 1994-Sept. gtr 1994 1.3 1.9
Sept. qtr 1994 Dec. gtr 1994 1.1 LR
Pec. qtr 1994-Mar. gir 1905 i3 05
Mar. gte 1995-June gtr 1995 52 1.4
June gir 1995-Sept. gtr 19495 0.8 13
Medium-term

Jupe gir 1994-June gtr 1995 6.2 33
Sept. ytr 1994-Sept. gtr 1995 1.5 28
Dec. qtr 194 Dec. gir 1995 R 33
Mar. qur 1995-Mar. qtr 1996 30 30
June gtr 1995-June gtr (996 0.8 23

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, AUGUST 1995

Australian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from (hange from
. previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous yvear Lartest perfod previous year
Indicator finit figure 20 %43 Jfiwre %) %)
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, December gtr 94 ‘000 3617 0.1 0.8 17 90385 0.2 1.1
Natural increase fio. 813 139 4.9 33042 16.3 04
Net migration no. 615 439.5 7.6 & 798 - 64.8 113.4
Toral increase fies, it —67.0 214 41 R40 7 3.0
1LABOUR FORCE, Juty 95p
Orignal series
Fmployed 000 158.5 1.0 25 R 2936 0.2 39
Unemployed 000 113 28 57 709.6 -21 —1L.7
Uremployment rate(a) % 6.5 0.1 0.z 7.9 0.2 - 1.2
Participation rateta) % 736 0.8 1.3 637 — 0.7
Long-term unemployed (June 95) no. 2 705 - 10.6 59 243 062 L. -- 201
Lang-term unempioyed as percentage totul
unemployed (JuneXa) % 251 02 26 135 0.8 - 27
Trend serzes
Limploved Lo 157.0 0.6 1.9 8 275% 0.2 4.3
Unemployed 000 12.1 - 43 7430 0.9 —12.1
Unemployment rate(a} %a 12 — 0.2 8.2 -1 —14
Participation rate{a) % 714 0.4 08 638 . 0.9
JOB VACANCIES, May 95 000 1.3 -— kIR 537 &.1 87
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, April 95
Working days lost 000 - 100.0 27.1 - X0 5.9
Days lost per 000 employces (year ended April 95) 10, 5 - 16.7 --938 73 -14 - 17.0
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HGUSING FINANCE, May 95
Secured commitments to individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings S 6.3 6.8 519 5729 281 - 33
Purchase of new dweliings Sm 135 979 4213 194.1 28.3 149
Purchase of estabitshed dwellings $m 458 279 343 2 B998 289 -19.0
Total fowsing commitments b 770 26 - 360 36667 287 —250
Seasonally adjusted series
Tetal housing commitments Sm 654 ir4 401 30752 19 -7
Trend series
Tenal howsing commitments S 610 - 42 427 ER -23 - 2.6
BUTLDING APPROVALS, June 45
Original series
Dweiling wnits no. 153 - 329 4R % 12206 12.8 - 308
Value of new residential Em 158 —-28.2 437 10953 -18.4 -29.5
Value of residential alterations and additions fm 32 -304 IR 184.6 - 139 - 5.0
Value of non-residential $m 12.2 - 269 416 1 050.7 10.1 9.8
Value of tatal buitding S 31 - 2R3 432 23306 - 7.2 - 200
Trend series
Dwelling units no. 146 -91 41.4 113595 -5 -30.0
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, March gte 93
New houses no. 316 15,3 14.8 24259 219 15.4
Value of houses commenced Sm 375 - 116 7. 23691 -22.1 8.9
Value of non-regidential building commenced Sm 55.5 -243 - 63,3 20930 - 49 - 13
Value of total commencements Sm {28 ¢ 2.4 534 G052 15 4 4.6

For footnotes vee end of 1able.



TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPMTAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, AUGUST 1995

contimied

Awstralian Capital Territory

Change fram Change from

Change from Change frum

same period

Latest period previous year Latest period previous vear
Indicator {/nmit Sfigure Sigure %4i
BUILDHNG AND CONSTRUCTION — contitued
PRICE INDEXES
Hstabiished house price index, Mar. gtr 95 { 1989-90=100.0) 1308 0.2 113.2 1.0 33
Price index of house building matetials, June 95 {h) 1349 c.1 158.0 0.4 24
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICC INDEX. Iune gtr 95 (1989 90=100.0)
Food 116.7 0.3 1137 0.4 LR
Housing 110.7 1.4 104.7 1.8 10.9
Transportation 121 20 118.8 1.3 kR
Al groups 117.6 IN 1ig.2 i3 45
AVERACGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, February 95
Original series
Males $ 708.00 650.10 1.1 39
Females $ 51280 430.60 1.3 33
Total persons 5 61030 54820 iz 3.6
Trend series
Males $ 703.00 647.20 0.8 4.0
Females $ 300 42590 2.6
Total persons L3 61.60 54440 0.4 34
RETAIL TURNOVER, Junc 95
Ompnal sernes
Food retailing fm 714 139 317039 0.9 ilo
Department storgs $m 227 I8 906 8 22 - 0.7
Hospitality and services $m 277 0.4 1 620.7 - 1.7 11.9
All other retailing $m 536 7.6 30918 1.3 7.0
Total Sm i73.4 7 93232 [ &6
Trend sertes
Food retailing $m 739 139 2 R04.5 0.5 10.0
Department stores $m 231 221 933 0.5 1.6
Heospitality and services $m 30.0 2.0 1 709.0 0.5 9.6
All other retailing m 350 22 11799 0.7 52
Total 3m 182.0 .17 9627 3 7.4
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
TIOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST IIOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, December gtr 94
Original series
Room nights *000 2158 09 4 051.2 1.4 6.4
Takings at current prices $m 18.4 - 21 799 4.0 123
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 14.5 - 15.2 624.3 36 5.7
Seasonally adjusted series
Room nights 000 204.1 --16 8 878.1 29 6.4
Talings at current prices Sm 177 6.8 7705 4.1 124
Takings at 198290 prices $m 14.4 - 186 6123 1.7 58
Tremd series
Room nights 000 2058 - 1.5 § 840.5 22 6.5
Takings at current prices $m 18.1 - L 767.2 4.0 12.4
Takings at 198990 prices fm 152 4.4 619.6 0.4 T3
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, June 95
Molor vehicles no. { 247 - 20 59 R16 6.7 32
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles ne. 1153 - 34 54 368 6.2 5.3
Trend motor vehicles no. 1116 1.3 56 146 0.8 108
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, March gtr 95
Original seres
Gross State product at average 1989-9¢ prices $m 1970 1.3 9% BR7 9.1 42
Gross State product at current prices Sm 2277 -7 109 448 - 8.2 59
State final demand at average [989-90 prices o 2721 17 97 154 9.4 5.5
Private final consumption expenditure fm 1254 8.9 68 |15 T4 7.1
Privale gross fixed capital expenditure Sm 243 6.2 17 253 I5.8 B3
Trend senes
Giross State product at average 1989 9 prices Sm 2 106 0.8 104 187 0.5 4.0
Grross State product at current prices Sm 243 1.4 114 225 1.2 5.8
State tinal demand at average |989-90 prices Sm 2900 03 10% 224 0.9 5.8
Private inal consumption expenditure Sm 1333 1.6 71 120 1.8 7.1
Prvale gross fixed capital expenditure Sm 279 0.4 19 212 0.7 [RXY

{a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. (b) ACT data 1986-87 = 10000, Australia 1985 86 = 100.0.

Source: ARS Camlogue Nog: 3101.0, $242.0. 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 63020, 6321.0. 6354.0, 6401.0, 640R.0, 6416.0. ¥301.0. 86340, REITK, #731.0, 8752.0.40.001, ¥762.0.40.001,

im0,



TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION 10 TIIE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Latest
Indicator Uit period NSW Vic. Old SA4 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION 000 Dec. qtr 94 60812 44870 32339 14719 17133 472.6 172.7 101.7 179385
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) '000 July 95p 27577 20737 15185 6512 8345 201.3 80.3 157.0 8 2759
[Inempioyment rate (trend) % July 95p 7.4 R6 88 9.9 7.3 92 7.8 7.2 8.2
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989 00 prices (irend) $m Mar. gir 95 35324 27 332 17 153 7 230 Ll 746 2127 1 {82 2 106 104 187
Giross State product at
cusrent prices (trend} Em Mar. gtr 95 38906 29859 18 674 8 310 12240 2422 1 237 2439 114 225
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwetling units approved no. June 95 3 649 2326 3271 646 | 795 209 157 153 12 206
Dwelting units approved (trend) no. Jupe 93 3930 2 281 2944 537 | 446 227 156 146 11 595
Value of non-residential
building approved fm June 95 3039 1814 3583 479 416 15.0 50.5 122 10507
Value of all buildings approved fm June 95 740.9 4448 706.4 107.2 197.1 338 69.% a1l 23306
ENGINELRING CONSTRUCTHON
Value of engineering construction
work done im Mar. qtr 95 10856 6049 a64.4 156.8 ine 50.5 50.1 343 10193

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Fuli-time adult ordinary tme (trend) & Feb. qr 94 661,80 63130 59350  612.60 636.60 60090 657.40 72130 63600

RLETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover (trend) $m June 45 313535 22287 17974 7514 9619 2369 1128 182.0 96267

HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION

Reom nights occupied (trend) Wit} Dec. qtr 94 30254 714094 2 338.5 5033 TR7.9 263.0 1072 2058 R B4D5
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Tremd ne. June 95 19 412 (3594 10 355 3837 5 783 | 270 779 1116 56 146
Svd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Ausi.
CONSUMER PRICL INDEX
( 1989 80=100.0}
Food June gir 95 1140 1117 114.5 115.7 1157 116.1 1155 116.7 1137
Housing. June qtr 85 106.6 102.0 110.7 1062.2 99.0 104.5 1155 110.7 104.7
Transpostation June qtr 95 116.8 (9.9 117.4 121.4 121.4 117.2 i16.4 122.1 i188
All Groups Jane qtr 95 1154 116.2 116.9 1188 1149 1171 1168 1176 116.2
Average retail prices {cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket sales | litre Mar. ytr 95 107.0 110 I.¢ 104.0 8.0 117.¢ 40.0 {09.0 na.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales 680 g Mar. qtr 95 177.0 154.0 168.0 138.0 155.0 157.0 1850 176.0 1.8,
Reef. rump steak L kg Mar. qtr 95 12670 L0680 1 1300 11390 11420 11550 12260 | 1520 na.
Chicken, frozen Ll kg Mar. gtr 95 030 3170 2910 3280 3370 350.0 3440 2820 n.a.
Potatoes i kg Mar. qtr 95 107.0 136.0 109.0 100.0 124.0 76.0 1220 109.0 n.a.
Coffee, instam 150 g jar Mar. qtr 93 5830 581.0 574.6 5720 556.0 636.0 514.0 593.0 na.
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Mar. gtr 95 2970 254.0 237.0 310 356.0 209.0 285.0 268.0 n.a.
Private motoring - petrol,
leaded | titre Mar. gtr 95 689 70.5 62.6 713 729 72.5 4.5 728 n.a.

Private motering  petrol,
unicaded 1 litre Mar. qtr 95 66.9 68.5 60.6 69,1 70.9 70.5 725 T0.8 n.a.




TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATEON TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSW Vic. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION Dec. qtr 94 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 - 0.5 0.1 0.2
LABQUR FORCE
Employed persons {trend) fuly 95p 03 02 0.2 03 0.1 0.1 - 0.6 0.6 0.2
Unemployment rate {trend)(a} July %5p -02 - . 0.4 0.2 — 01
STATE ACCOUNTS
Crross State product at
1989-90 prices {trend) Mar. gtr 95 05 a9 0.3 0.1 1.2 1.1 U8 0.8 0.5
Gross State product at
current prices {trend) Mar. gtr 93 1.0 I.1 1.1 0.3 I& 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.2
BLUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved Junc 85 27.7 - 164 4,1 97 0.1 - 167 7 -329 - 128
Dwelling units approved {trend) June 95 -33 — 1.6 76 27 ~3.0 4.7 9.3 --28
Value of aon-residential
building approved June 95 - 30 —21.5 55.1 353 141 4.9 113 269 10.1
Value of alt butldings approved June 95 - 189 243 252 17.8 — 132 - 96 471 - 283 -7.2
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Valuc of engincering construction
work done Mat. gtr 95 1.7 9.0 16.4 8.4 L& 253 41.9 — 325 87
AVERAGE WEEKLY LARNINGS :
Full-time adull ordinary time {trend) Feb. gtr 95 1.3 i 07 1.2 1.1 0.5 1.4 0.5 [0
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover (trend) Tune 95 03 0.4 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.} 1.0 [IN] 0.5
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied (trend) Dec. qtr 94 ig 10 0.8 43 0.8 - 24 122 1.5 22
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend June 95 -0 22 03 1.4 28 )& 5.0 1.3 0.8
Syd. Melh. Bas. Adel. Perth Hobart  Darwin Canberra Aust,
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1989 90=100.0}
Food June gtr 95 0.5 04 04 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.3 04
Housing June gtr 95 21 1.6 1.6 1.4 22 1.8 22 1.4 1.8
Transportaiion June qtr 95 1.2 1.2 06 1.3 1.8 L8 1.3 2.0 3
All Grroups June ytr 95 1.5 1.0 09 0.8 1.7 0.9 1.3 1.1 3
Averape retail prices {cents)
Milk, carton, supermarkel sales Mar. gir 95 1.9 28 37 2.0 1.9 1.7 . na.
Bread, while loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales Mar. gtr 95 4.1 - 1.3 9.3 78 33 1.9 g 35 na.
Beef, rump steak Mar. qtr 95 2.5 - 1.6 —-08 1.3 6.0 1.2 -6.2 0.6 n..
Chicken, frozen Mar. gtr 95 9.4 1.0 1.7 0.9 8.0 31 44 37 .,
Potatoes Mar. gtr 95 - 1.3 133 28 5.3 1.6 7.0 89 - na.
Coffee, instan Mar. qtr 95 10.8 g6 7.5 9.8 6.7 5.8 -85 10.2 na.
Scotch nip, public bar Mar. gtr 95 1.3 0.8 1.3 1.3 23 1.4 2.1 - na.
Private motoring petrol, leaded Mar. gtr 95 1.6 1.6 18 0.7 5.3 4.4 1.5 1.8 na.
Privatc motoring petrol, unleaded Mar. gir 95 i.7 1.6 g 0.6 58 4.5 1.5 19 na

(a) Change shewn in terms of percentage points,

Note: Figures in the above tables are either preliminary. final or revised re previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with ABS lnformation
Services if the status of the statistic i3 important, Symbols used in this publication: ni! or rounded to zem: na. - nof available: p preliminary dawa; np. - not available for
publication.
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