WHOLEYALE PRICEY. ¢

CHAPTER 1L—PRICES.
§ I.—Wholesale Prices.

1. General.—The information given in this chapéer refers to Melbourne
wholesale prices. An index of Bydney wholesale prices is compiled by the
Government Statistician of New Bouth Wales, and published in the Year
Book and the Monthly Bulletin of Business Statistics of that Stote.

The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by an
examination of the list of commodities included which is given on page z0.
This hst is, to a large extent, comparable with that used in the compilation
of the  Feonomist " and ** Statist ” index-nnmbers of Great Britain, bust
differs largely from that used for the wholesale price index-numbers of the
United States (Bureau of Labour) or Uanada (Department of Labour).

The items for computing the Melbourne whelesale price index comprise
chiefiy basic materials which in the form of raw méterial, food, or as a
source of-power, enter into production for home consumption. The purpose
of the index, therefore, is to measure the changes in the pnce of these
particular materials rather than the changes in prices genemally. As Aus-
tralis does not, to any extent, manufscture from imported raw materials
commodities for export, the local consumption appears to give the most
appropriste weighting. Any lack of uniformity in the variations of the
index-numbers for these wholesale prices and for retail prices would indicate
broadly changes in the relation of manufacturing and distributing charges
to the cost of baste materials.

The index of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in 1912,
and hag been continued on the same lines since that year. It was resolved,
however, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in Ig30 that the
time had come fo revise and extend the items included in order to bring
the index into line with the changed conditions. An investigation to that
end is now almost completed, and the results will shortly be published.

2. Commodities in Groups.—The commedities are divided into eight
groups, as set oub on page 10. The descriptions of the groups are given
i the table below, with the proportional cost of each group for the year
1930. These proportions may he used with fair accuracy as * weights
to combine any group index-numbers at the present time, but would give
unsatisiactory results if used for a time when prices were relatively much
different, as in 1929,

Groups of Commodities.

Group: Deseription Percol&ge((:fg;g]gngau
1. ' Metals and Ccm.l ” o 14
II. “ Cotton, Wool *’, also ]ute leather &c .. 15
1. ‘“ Agricuitural Produce - .. 27
Iv. b Danry Produge ™ .. . . 8
V. * Groceries .. . .- o 17
Vi, “ Meat ** v 11
VII. * Building materials 7 (mostly tn:nber) - 7
VIII. ‘ Chemicals ” {excluding fertilizers) .. ) I

It will be noticed that the group “ Chemicals ” is practically negligible.

The index relates chiefly to basic materials, but a certain proportion of
Australinn mamwfacturing costs enters into all groups. The amount is
small in Meat (VL.), Agricultural Produce (IIL}, and Cotton, Wool (I1.}, and
greater in others, but the difference is not sufficient to justify any inference
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as to dufferent changes of the price-level for manufactured goods and farm
products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities included
are too small to warrant deduetions of this natare from any possible grouping.

Many of the commodities included are aflected by the tariff. Cotton,
Wool (IL), Agricaltural Produce (IIL}, and Meat (VL1.), are little affected,
and Datry Produce (1V.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tariff is a
dominating influence.

Melbhourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities ineluded, Units of Mensurement, and
! “ Mass-Units,*’

Commollty. | Qualii y, | Thut., m Commendity nahiry, Unit, tl_f{r.:;,s
. UROCP |, Group ¥.
Lroa— ;
g .o | Mxd Nos. ton 6t Currants .- . Ib. 1,400
Tod and Liar Statford " 3r || Itaisna .. | Bultanas - 1,400
Anples .. woo. " 1t || Rerrings .} sl fresk| doz 1edb. 50
Vlate i " " 3 tins
ovp .. " .. 3 |1 3almon .. lp tall e 50
dalvanzed .. | 26 gange " 5 Alaska
Tinned Plates .. | 14 Coke brx ] Bardinea .} Halves doz, halves] 100
Fencing Wire, .. Ne. 3 ton 6 | Gullee .. | Plantation lig. g0
Zine, aheet ‘e .. " H Cocoa .. |Mchkenasie's - 100
Lead, sheet . " £ 11 Sugac .| Neoas ton I
prped .. . " b (I Maearoni . . . 200
CUDDel‘, sheet .. .. b, 2,900 Tapioca o . tW. 7
Quicksiver . e " 12 Liwe o .. tun z
Coal .. .o | Newneasthe, ton 600 | galt ,, .. | Austratian N 7
on wharf fine .
Salt .. .| Rock " I
{our 1L, Mustard .. | Colemans] dor.” t-1b, 6
! B doz. ITe tins
35}'32?533 - .. ?, 250 || S1arch .. ] Celeman’s Ib. 100
Woolpacks ., - each 200 _Whue
Lealditr— Blue, . . Keen's " 50
Chrume  Dox . ft. 1,700 Aatches .. | Australisn|  gress 90
Hhie Baloly
Rongh Tanned - L. Goo || Candies .. § Rangoon tb. 1,600
_f it Fonbacco .. . " L300
Sole Leather— . . Goo Tea .. - " 3.000
Factory . Kerosene .. gnllon 1,900
Sldes .. Grogr VT
Cotton s, | Raw " 24,004 N
Wool .. | fGreasy.. " 12,200
Twine . .. | Heaper " 150 Beel o | Average 100 lb. e
and quality
Linder Mutton . " b, 33.000
Tallow .. | Mutton ton ik || Veal e " " 2,000
Prime Lamb .. “ " 5,600
GROUR HI. Fotk " " 3.700
Wheat . .. ushel %00 anove VIL
Flour .. ‘e o 43
Yran .. .. N . 14 Timber— Floorms—
Pallard .- - " 14 6x 1k | 100ft hn. a0
Uots . .. | Mithng. . tughel |° 1,300 61 § " 30
Oatmeal .+ | Colonial ton 1% 61 1 - 10
Jarley .- | Enghsh burhel 150 6x & " 10
» Cape .. " - o W eathar- " 100
Maire. . .- . - I ogo boatds
Hay .. o | Boat Mngr. ton 135 Oregon 1000 B, 20
Chail vo | Prime " 135 sup.
Straw .+ | Victorman " 5 Shelving " 10
Peas .. ‘s .. bushel 55 Cement ++ | Portland cnak a0
Patatoss o . toh 40 White Lead .. . wn
Malt .. .. | Victortan Linghel 140 Slates v | Welzh 1,000
Ontons .. . 1on 3 20 X I0
GROUP IV, GrooP VIIIL.
Ham .. aer . 1b, 8oo Cream of Tartar | In kega th, 400
Bacon . N " 3,200 Carbonate  of ‘e ton $
Cheess . .. e 500 Seda
Dutter .. | Beat Frosh " 9,500 Saltpetre .. 1| Refined - 120
Lard .. o] Balk L v 206 Sulphur .. .. -
Eags .. vo | Ordinary doz. t.8cc Caustic Soda .. .. cwt,
Honey e .. b, oo Alum Lump .. tun
Beeswax .. . " 40 Cvanide of Po- . th. 570
Cond d Milk Racch doz, b, 160 tagsnim
Marsh
sy
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Index-Nambers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities, as -
well as for all groups combined, are shown in the following table :—

Molbourns Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1861 to March, 1037.

(Base : Year 1911 = 1,000.)

M L s lc II. N HiI'l Iy, V. Y YIL. VIIIL. \t
ctala otion, riculs Ah
YE4R. and Wool, tuﬁ'nl i'ro-| Dalty [ @roodr. | o . 1 Building | Chemi- | grgyp,
Coal. | Leasher,| duce, ae, (PIoduee.] ies. - 3 Materials | cala.
1861 ‘e 1,438 L.381 1,583 1,008 61 . 1,070 2,830 1,538
187 .. 1,000 1,287 1,230 doy 1,530 . 1,044 1,499 1,220
1831 ‘s 1,178 1,155 Lotz 935 2l . 1,091 1,587 INH]
1891 .. 0T 847 1,084 995 032 848 Fio 1,194 945
1401 +e LoGI 77 924 1,029 I,048 1,348 &41 1% 973
1811 £,000 1,000 1,000 1K 1,000 1,400 {000 1,000 1,900
91 1,099 Ia32 1,207 1,137 1,931 567 1,031 1,153 1,149
g1}y . 1,284 Lor? 2,163 1,530 1,133 435 1,175 1528 1.6Q4
916 1,695 [ L] 1,203 1,435 L322 2,518 L4731 1,760 1,504
917 . EREL] 2,008 1157 o423 +343 2,403 1,884 L7t 1,662
118 2,410 2,360 1,444 1,454 e 2,385 2,686 3,325 1,934
1919 2135 | 2,363 1,685 | 5,651 ) LSI6 | 3,348 3,85t 2,898 2,058
1520 7,268 €34 2,439 2,204 1,018 2373 3,226 2,825 480
192 2,173 1,363 1,787 2,000 1,976 2,158 1,733 2,303 1,008
Iz 1,942 1,681 1,028 1,648 1,860 1,787 2,008 1,96% 1,758
1921 . 1,826 2,148 1,778 1,837 713 2,579 2,014 1,933 1,994
1924 . 1,838 2,418 1,047 1,655 1,721 1,223 1,815 1,808 1,885
1925 1,552 1,567 3,297 |° 1,636 723 2,212 L7t 1,790 L3464
1926 1.938 1582 2,001 1,784 L2t 1.93L 1,665 816 {,882
1927 . 1,962 1,650 1,826 | 1823 24| 21 1,624 1,866 1,817
1918 . I,512 1,781 1,726 1,781 1,50} 2,0t5 1,744 1,923 1192
] . 1,932 1,556 1,792 1,853 1,699 2,240 1,754 1.942 1,803
1930 . 1,366 1,127 1,484 1.6z7 666 1,02% t. 875 1,982 1,590
193t .. 1,826 1.03% LI 1,399 794 t.508 7,015 2,166 1424
1033 . 1730 1,000 L2230 1,303 WFE7 1,348 2,043 1,127 {41
g3y . 1,713 1,118 1,178 1,195 1,714 1,487 2,061 1,105 1,405
1534 . 1,400 1,261 1,283 1,274 735 1,540 Z,014 1,008 {47
1935 . 1,602 1,317 1,344 1,328 1239 1.508 1,964 1,996 1,469
b 1,564 1,338 1,180 1,331 1,731 1,064 1,960 5,997 1,543
reg .
uly 1,563 1 1,376 1,327 1,720 1,594 1,967 2,000 141
1,629 1,210 1,377 [,314 1,730 1.660% 1,952 2,000 1,498
Sept. N 5,629 1,718 1,388 1.29% 1,736 1,638 1904 2,000 1.49%
Oct. L, 1,567 1,200 1,397 1,208 1,726 167z T 2,000 1,499
Nov, .. 1.569 1,295 1354 1.307 1,732 1,517 1,930 2,009 1479
Dec. .. 1,570 1,234 1,307 1,397 1.754 L4486 1,530 2,009 1460
:gis-w
an, .. 1,57 1,285 333 1,305 1,730 1,526 1,042 2,017 1475
Feb. 1,564 12038 1,328 [,302 1716 1,408 g2z 2,010 1,458
Mar. .. 1,367 f,312 1359 1,337 1,736 | 1,487 1943 2,010 1,485
Apeil .. 1,567 1,326 e pLe 1,389 1,725 1,500 1,046 2000 1,515
Mav 1,547 1.324 1413 1,395 1,726 1.Cac 1043 2,010 1,521
June . 1,566 1,303 LT3 374 1,730 1,505 1,054 4,010 1.523
Jubv .. 1,556 [ 3,330 a3z | naed 1 nzac 1031 1.957 2,006 1,552
Aue. . 1547 1,18 1,497 1,334 NIz 2,129 1,964 1,904 1,585
Sepd. .. 1,558 1,300 1,{097 [,333 1.727 2,000 1,953 1,00 1,573
oet, L, 1,504 1,333 1,657 I 350 1,724 1,704 2.000 1,006 1,59
Nov. . 1,578 1,50, 1,72} 1,368 1.736 1,571 202t 1,566 1,620
Pec. .. 1,589 | 1,433 L7t | 366 | nre ] 1428 2,043 1,906 1,61t
1937
Jan, . 1,701 1.3:8 1,058 1,381 .76 1,528 =138 1,660 1,644
Fot. . 1720 1,506 0575 1,408 1750 1,439 2,230 1,566 1618
March . . (31 1,583 1,552 1,419 1,710 1,471 2,425 1,066 1,652

* The fgnres given in thiz table are comparable tn the vertical solumps,

eomparable horizontally.

The index-uumbers ace reveraible.

but are Dot directly

4. Variations since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1936, and
for each month from July, 1935, to March, 1937, are shown in the following
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table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, as base
{= 1,000} for each group :—

Melbonrne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbera
{Base: July, 1914 = 1,000.)

- It.als (’OIL 111, ])IV. Y. YL YII. ¥IIIL.

2 rotiton, gri- MEY All

Period, abd Wool, | coitural | Pro- c?r‘;g; Meat. g:ﬂgg&i C:::;;n- Groupa,

Coal. ! Leather | Produce | duce. ‘ )

July, 1914 .. 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,060 1,000 t,000

Year 1915 .. 1,166 934 7,024 1,372 1,098 1,502 1,164 1490 1,406
R {71 1,539 1,307 1,13¢ 1,235 1,266 1551 1,361 716 1,318
» 1917 .. 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,161 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,041 1,456
» g1 .. 2,197 324 1350 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,083 1,695
o 191G .. 1,030 2,160 1,658 1,173 1,469 1,448 z,602 2,827 1,801
W 190 L. 2,091 2,430 2.228 1,510 1,860 2,022 Zhk4 2,764 2,178
» ID2T L. 1,974 1,250 1,651 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,664
w1932 .. 763 | 1343 | 123 | wusgye [ i 1,102 1,830 Loty | 5541
po lgzd . 1,658 | o7z | 1664 | rsezy nbg3 ) xsge | B8t L3B3 0 nrog
n 024 .. 1.667 2,220 I,541 1,376 1,668 3,371 1,656 1,761 1,853
n 1025 .. 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,380 1,670 1,304 1,562 1,746 1,615
W 1936 .. nyéo | n4ss| n8r7a| 14831 n6rr| 1,101 L319 | 1771 1,606
w1927 .. 1,782 1,515 1,709 1516 1,621 1,302 1,484 1,820 1.593
» g2 ., 1,737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,550 1,876 1,571
w1620 .. 1,737 1,428 1,657 1,540 1,658 1,385 1601 t.895 1,581
w 1930 .. 1693 | 1035} 538y 1353 wbrg n249 | L7z | 1,933 1,399
» 103L . 1,659 954 | , 1049 1,163 1,738 930 1,849 2,112 T.25%
o 1932 .. 1577 g18 1,152 1,083 I s 831 1.205 2,074 1,237
» 1033 e 1,550 1,028 1,100 904 1,661 L7 1,88z 2,034 L33
. 3034 .. 1,508 | 1,158 | 1,205 1,059 1,682 050 | 1,830 1.968 | 1,290
w1935 .. 1,456 1,115 1,158 1,100 1677 @31 1,792 1,545 1,288
P 7% 1 1,022 1,222 1,388 1,123 1,678 1,038 1,598 1,013 1353

’935—'

July .. 1,418 r.sh 1,288 1,103 1,667 438 1,795 1,959 1296
August s 1,480 1,111 1,289 1,002 Lary 1,044 1,782 1,059 I.3T4
September . 1,480 1,118 0,249 1,072 1,972 1,610 1,793 1559 1,303
Octoler .. 1,420 1,157 308 1,075 [,473 1,031 1,272 1,959 1,314
HNovember .. 1.425 3,180 1,268 o8y 1,678 936 1,763 1,9%9 1,209%
Decomber .. 1,426 1,176 1,223 1,687 1,700 Boz 1,762 1,955 1,265

1936—

amiary .. L4272 | nizo | r481 1085 | 1,685 s47 | 173 | 1967 | ram
Februaey .. 1,421 1,186 1243 1,998 1,682 as5 1,755 1,061 1,285
Muarch .. I 21 1,20% [,272 1,112 1,681 arry 1,758 [06G1 1,301
April . B413 1,217 1,320 1,184 1,672 a8y 1,377 1,961 1,328
May . 1,423 1,210 1,323 1,100 1.673 1,012 1,778 1.061 1,334
Juug e 1,422 1,197 1,324 1,142 1,077 1,052 1,782 1,901 1,335
July ‘e 1,413 1,221 1,341 1,121 1,678 1,191 1,786 1,457 1,361
August .. 1,40% 1,200 1,401 1,104 1,671 1,303 1,793 1,045 I, 390
Septomber 1,415 1194 1,402 | 33 1,674 1.230% 1,301 1945 [,379
Qotober . 1,420 1,82 1,532 122 | 167t 1,054 1.834 1018 1,395
November . 1,433 1,280 1,014 1,137 1,083 b 1,35 1,015 1120
Trecomber . 1,443 1,320 1,03 I, 36 1,687 8o 4505 1,518 L H

1937—

AnEaTY .. :,5.15 1,403 1,552 I, 148 1,002 gz 1.0953 1018 T4 11
Febroary .. 1,503 1,382 1,474 [,171 1,600 88y 2.035 1,018 10
March . 1.5y 6 1.454 1,45% 1,170 1,605 go7 2,204 1.9158 1.149

5. Prices, 1935 and 1936.—In Section I. of the Appendix, details are
given of the average wholesale prices of the particular grades of commodities
used in computing the index-nuinbers in the yesrs 1935 and 1936. Corres-
ponding information for previous years was given in the Appendices to
preceding Reports. In Report Neo. I (Ig12), prices are given for each year
from 1871 to I9II.

§ 2. Retail Prices and Housing.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retajl price
index-numbers have been described in earlier issues of this Report. For
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix
to Labour Report No. 9: ' .
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z The New Composite Unit.—The *° Composite Unit *’ or “ Regimen
upon which the retail price index-numbers for food, groceries, and rent are
based has undergone some modifications since its original introduction in
1912. The constitution of the regimen wsed until the end of June, 1932, is
published in Labour Report No. 23, and of that used until the end of June,
1936, in Labour Report No. 25. The new regimen, which was determined
after full consideration by a Conference of the Commoenwealth and State
Statisticians in April, 1930, and adopted in the September quarter of 1936,
appears on.the next page,

This Conference not only recommended extensive revigions of the regimen
on which the index-numbers arc based, but also considered methods of
collection and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent
discussions by correspondence, many improvements and refinements have
been introduced. The resolutions of the Conference are reprinted in
Appendix XI. of this issue of the Labour Report.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to improving the
index-numbers as measures of price variations. They comprised chiefty
the elimination or replacement of articles no longer in demand, or which
experience has shown to be unsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conform
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit atlotted to
cerfain articles to bring them into aceord with present-day consumption
habhits ; and the re-adjustment of the population weights applicable to the
geveral “ groups ™ of the regimen in accordance with the results of the 1933
Census. Definite gracdes or qualities were also established for cach article
in the regimen, to ensure quotations being made for the same article ot all
times and in all places. Improved methods of collecting and weighting
average house rentals have also been adopted.

Changes of the natare mentioned are commonly made in price indexes
without seriously impairing their continuity. In accordance with established
principles of procedure in changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. g,
Appendix I., Part I1., paragraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the index
was taken as determined by the old regimen for the September quarter of
1936%, and the new regimen has been used to measure variations in the
price-level after that date. The linking up of the index-numbers on the old
and the new bagis was effected by the usual method of equating their respective
weighted aggregates for the six capital cities. This naturally invelves some
slight alteration of the relative positions of individual towhs, but the effect
is noticeable more in the “ group ™ index-numbers than-in the complete
“0” Beties index-numbers.

In the new regimen, the weights are, approximately, the annual average
consumption per head for household purposes during the years 1927 to
1929. Small adjustments in the crude average consumption have lLeen
. made in two ways. Covsumption by factories, when the product did not
go into houschold use in Australia, was deducted. On the other hand, the
weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and conned pesches,
cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The following table
gives the new regimen, the wnits of guantity, and the ““ mass umts” ot
estimated annual consumption per capue. In the last column the
approximate relative importance of the items making up the new regimen is
shown for Melbourne for the fourth quarter of 1936. The relative importance
will, of eourse, change slightly with variation of prices, and revised figurcs
will be published from time to time as may be necessary.

* Revisiona of eollection aud complati thods haove jcd o longer period, and are sifl
proceeding  Yroper precauntiona arc taken to prevent such revigions from disturbing the esscntiad
principle of continuity.
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Retail Prices—** New Composite Unit.””
GEROUP I.—FOOD AND GROCERIES.
{w) Cost of
1temns in
\- Mass Unpid Eél?;:];?jne usf
No. tom. Unit, (per capita) I:‘Rﬁl‘;gil‘iﬂ—u
‘ Meltionre,
+th Quartes,
1936,
SECTION A, —GROCERIES,
1 | Bread, white lloar (cush delives ed} 2.1b. loaf 100 6.1
2 Klour, ouimaw 2 1 . 25 1.2
3 i Flour, scif- rawmg 2-lb, pkt. 12 r.o
4 | Tea . -1 pkt.. . 3 2.8
5 | Sugar, white gmnulatul 13 11Ib, 100 . 5.0
6 th,e. pelisbed (Austra lmn} 1 b, ] 0.3
7 | Bago, secd tapioca 1 b, .. 1 0.1
& | Jam, plum 14-1b. tin. . 8 0.8
9 Golden Syrup z-1b, tin .. 1 0.1
10 | Oats, flaked, loose 11b. 8 0.3
11 R.msms seeded . 1-ib. pkt 5 0.6
12 | Currants, Joose. 2-Crown . 1 ib. 2 .2
13 | Apricots, dried, loose, 2. Crown 1 b 1 0.2
13 | Peaches, canned 36-0z. tin 3 0.3
15 | Pears, canned 30-07. lin 1 0.1
16 | Salmon, in ting .. b tin .. 3 0.4
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7 1b. 18 2.6
18 Onions, brown .. rlb, T4 0.5 o
190 | Soap .. . 16 1.3
23 Korgacne, hght’.mg, lnu!k qoart - L. 4 .3
Seorron B—Damy PROGUCE.
21 | Buiter, factory “ chocest ¥ rlb. 30 6.4
22 Cheese, ordinary, mild 1 iy, . 4 o.G
23 Fgga, standard, new laid 1 doz, i} 1.1
24 Bacon, taghers. best micddle 1 lh. 1z 2.6
25 | Milk, condensed, sweotened . 1t 5 0.5 N
26 | Mk, fresh—in senled bottles or nob i'["
hottled . oo | foart 92 5.8
BECTION C.——MEAT.
Boef (fresh)—
29 Siinin {Roawst) .. b |1 1h. 18 . 2.0
28 Rib (Roast) .. v wo | E b 22 2.0
20 Steak—Rump .+ 1 db. H i.8
30 Steak—Cliuck (qte\\*mg) A LN .20 i.4
a1 Sausnges . EEHIN 7 .5
Tivef (corned)—
32 Bilverside, average quqhty 1ib. . 14 1.3
33 Prisket, rolled 1 b, . 15 5.0
Mutton {fresh )—
34 Leg .. 1 Ih. 20 1.7
33 Torequarter t 1b, I .8
36 Loin.. .. 11h, 4 0.3
37 Chopa—TLoin . 1lb, 30 3.0
38 Chops—Ley 11lb. 13 1.0
Pork (fresh)—
39 Leg .. 11h, 3 ©.4
40 Lom.. 1lb. 3 o4 .
41 Chops 1l 3 a4 Ao
GROUP IT—HOUSING —BecrioNn D.—RFS T, L
42 | House Accommodation week 52{¢) 40.8(8)

(@) ' B Serles.

() Four and Hig roomed hauses.

{¢) Ter hongehold.

. = Tra
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Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables
other than potatoes and onions, have not been included in the new regimen,
owing to the fact that comparable prices for a standard grade for thess
items cannot he obtained ; while & further difficulty arises from the seasonal
character of their production and consumption. The inelusion of such
items, therefore, would impaic the accuracy and stability of the index, and
even if accurate information could be obtained, the index would probably
not be materially afiected by their inclusion, In the old regimen certain
omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing com-
patable prices, Some of the joints of meat, for example, were not enly
insufficiently standardized, but anomalies in price were not uncommeon. In
making these deletions, however, the total weight given to mest is
distributed atmongst the more standardized joints.

3. Collection of Data.—Retail prices of the commodities included in
the *“ composite umt ™ are collected from representative retail establish-
ments in, each of five selected towns in each State (30 towns in all), and in
certuin other tbwns which are not included in the weghted averages,

The actual collection of the data is carried out, under the direct supervision
of the State Statisticians, by specially qualified officers of the Burean, while
a supervising field officer is pm\nrlecl to assish in the co-ordination of activities
in the several States. The prices of foods arc obtained monthly from abont
ten retailers in each fown, Tradespeople and agents are.carefully selected
in order to ensure the supply of representative figures for the whole of each
town, and returns are carefully verified if there should be any doubt as to
the accuracy of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale
. prices of commodities is used as @ check when the indicated movement of
retail prices appears to be abnermal.

Returns of rents are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
number of house-agents in each town, for brick and wooden hovses respect-
ively, classified according to the number of rooms. The returns in the
lurger eities and towns show the renis of individual housea, on the basis of
which variations from a pre-determined standard are mensured. This
standard, which affects the index-numbers only in respect of the relative
levels of rvents in the different towns, and not in vespect of their absolute
lieight, was determived by neans of a special investigation of the 1933
Census data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5-roowed wooden and
brick houses occupied by fully-employed wage and salary-earners.  This
method not being applicable $o the circumstances of small couutey towus,
on account of the greater diversity of average ““ quality ” of houses, returng
from these contres siow the average rent of occupicd houses of a defined
standard. As opporbunity permits the system of listing and inspecting
individual houses in country towns is being extended.

4. Change ot Base Period.—In issues of the TLabour Report up to
the year 1929, the retail prices of food and groceries and cost of housing (four
aud five rooms) were compared with the weighted average cost in the six
capital citics 1n 1911 a8 hase = 1,000, while the total household expenditure
tabulations, (i.e., food and groceries, rent of four and fiver rooms, clothing
and miscellaneous items) were compared with the weighted average cost in
the six capital cities in Noveinber, 1014 as hose = 1,000. The desirability of
computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered by a
Copference of Statisticians, and it wag resolved that from Ist January,
1930, the average of the five-vear pertod 1923-1927 he adopted as base for
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retail price indexes. In accordance with this resolution, the index-numbers
in the following tables, with the exception of those given in the table showing
relative costs in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-computed to the
base specified.

5. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Assessment.—In view of
the fact that several ““serics™ of retail price index-numbers are still
associated with the variation of wages, the following short explanation of
their significance is given,

It is desirable again to emphasize bhe fact that the rotail price index-
numbers compiled by the Bureau are designed to measure the variations in
the cost of the definite regimen of commedities and services covered by each
of the series. The use mnade of them by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpose
of adjusting wage-rates is entirely the responsibility of the tribunals concerned,
and not of the Bureau, although the Bureau fully realizes the great
importance of the use to which these indexcs are put in this connexion,
and takes every care to make them as accurabe as possible. .

{i) *“ A’ Series.—The “ A ™ series of indexes covers the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the ycar 1911 as the base (r,000).
This is the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration® Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative hasic wage for towns throughout Australia,
and to vary what is popularly known as the * Harvester ” Basic Wage of

, Igoy—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
- Higgins to be sufficient to meet the ** normal needs of the average employee,

regarded as a human being, living in a civilized community.” This series
has had very little application since May, 1933, as the result of the adoption
by the Court successively of the “ ID * series at that date, the “ ¢ serles in’
May, 1924, and the * Court ™ scries in July, 1937. The “ A" series of
indexes are published in Appendix VII. of this Report.

{ii) “ B " Serics.—The “ B ™ series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
1923-1927 ag the base (1,000). This series has never been uged in connexion
with the fixation or adjustment of wages by any Industrial Tribunal. This
series appears on pages I8 to 24 of this Report.

{iii} ** C" Serfee.—The “ C* series covers all items of household expendi-
ture, viz,, foed and grocerics ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses ; clothing
(man, wife and three children) ; household drapery, hardware, fuel, lighting
and other miscellaneous iters, with the prices ruling in the years 1923-1927
as the base (1,000).

+ 'This series was introduced as the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Coramission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
proctically that of the ** Indicator  Lists of the Commission.

The series was not used in connexion with the variation of wages until its
partial adoption by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, when that Court
ntroduced the “ D ™ series of indexes (for explanation of which see below);
but in its judgpent of T7th April, 1934, the Court adopted the “ C ™ geries
as the sole hasis of the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment.

This series, covering as it does a for wider range of commodities, displays
a different relationship between the towns from that shown in the preceding
geries {“ A and “B ). This series is published on pages 25 te 37 of this
Report.
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(iv} The " Cowrt " Series.—The “ Court ™ series of index-numbers was
created by thé Commonwoalth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
bagic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, for the purpose of providing a set
of index-numbers which would be compiled by, and under the direct control
of, the Court. It was created primarily for the purpose of removing
conditiens whish tonded to engender the impression that the Commonwealth
Statistician was in sothe way responsible for the fixation and adjustnient of
wage-rates ; bub its introduction has the added advantage of enabling the
index-muubers to he specially numbered in the most convenient manner
for adjustiment purposes, and of enabling the Statistician to change the base
of his index-numbers without upsetting the wage and adjustment provisions
of the Court’s awards. It i3 based on the Commonwealth Statistician’s
“C " series index and is obtained as follows ;—The “ C * zeries index-number
for any town for the quarter in question is muléiplicd by .081, and the first
three figures on the left of the product are taken as the corvesponding number
in the “Court” series. This number itself states in whole and decimal
figures the nuinber of shillings with current purchasing power equivalent to
that of 81s. when the “C ™ series index-number is 1,000. The judgment
provides that the nearest whole nuimber of shillings (a decimal of .5 or over
being regarded as a whole number) shall be taken as the * needs’ basic
wage, to which will .be added the relevant fixed ' prosperity loadings ”
granted by the Court. The “ Court® series entirely supersedes the “(”
series for all wage adjustments decreed by the' Commonwealth Court. A
set of index-numbers’ under this scries is reproduced in Appendix IX. of
this Report.

v) ** D" Series.—The * D series is a combination of the “ A and
“ Q" series, and wag created by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1033,
for the adjustment of wages of those employces who were subject to the
full 10 per cent. ““ eut ” imposed by the Court in January, 1931.

The series has for its base the “ A ™ series index for each town for the
Decembeor Quarter of Ig2g, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the “ C" series index-number for the whele of 1929 and the
correzponding ““ C” index-number for the town for the gquarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. It will thus he seen that, whereas the “D "’
index for each town from the December Quarter of 1929 to date fluctuates
in the same way as the * C” index for the same town, the relationskip of
different towns 1s that of the *“ A" series for the December Quarter of 1929,
slightly modified by the differenee in movement of the *“ A ” series and the
“ (3 series index for each town. '

This serics has been superseded almost entirely by the judgment of
the Court referred to under “ C* series, and continues to operate only in
a few industries.

The index-numbers of this series are given in Appendix VIIL

(vi) Food and (froceries—Tho regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found in paragraph 2 of this section,
An index computed from the prices of food and groceries only is used for the
adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions and the wages of the members
of the North Australian Workers’ Union above the 20th parallel.

{vii) The “ 200 Towns " Table.—This table is tabulated for the month of
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towna of the
Commonwealth, and covers the cost of food and groceries combined
with the rent of 4 and of s-roomed houses respectively. This table has
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been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for country towns,
but the index-numbers have not heen directly employed- by Arbitration
Tribunalg in this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted average
cost of food, grocerics and rent of all houses in the six capital citieg in
101T = 1,000. The table will be found on page 38.

(viil) Relative Merits of Series.—The relative merits of the vatious seties
of index-numbers have been much discussed.. Prices of all commoditiea
do not change simuléancously nor to the same degree. Cansequently over
ghort periods there may be differcnces of some magnitude hetween the
results ascertained from the difterent serics, but over longer periods these
differences tend to be mnch reduced.

Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the
six capital cities over the two periods TQII to 1936 and I92g to 1936, as
disclosed by the table in Appendix X. of this Report, the changes are
substantially of the same order :—

Increnas Dzcinage

per gont., per cent.,

19111530, 1929-1¢30.
Food and Groceries only. . .. . 48 .. 21
Rent of Al Houses .. .. .- 44 . 18
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses .. 44 .- 18

Food and Rens of All Houses (“ A” Serjes) 40 . 20
Food and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses

(“ B Serieg) - .. 46 . 20
“All Ttems” of Household thend;bure .
{(“ C" Beries} .. . 41* .. iB

* Taken back to 19711 from bage 1aryg b} means of ' A * Series Index,

-6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1936.—Index-numbers,
computed separately for each group of commodities and services ineluded
in the investigation, also the weighted average for all groups together,
for the cupital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index-
numbers in the following tables, which bave the period 1923-27 as base,
can be converted to the old base 1911 by multiplying by 1,000 and dividing
by the index-number for 191I.

Eetail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cilies. {*“B** Series.)

The index-tmbers iven 1t the separate growps of the table cannot be compared with ench othier in
arder to show the relative cost of housing, sodd fuod and groceres. sincs each group or combinaticn has
jta own base, viz.. the weighted average wosé for the si1x cibies taken together dwiing the lGve yeally
petiod 19231927 for that grenp or sombination,

TOWN, igor. | 1311 1974, | 1921 | Tosz. | 1933 ! o3 | to3s | resh.

Gnoor T —GROCERIES,

Sydney . .. s10 574 627 | 1,015 923 B4q 851 475 £5g
Meibourne .. . 461 521 562 1 1,070 701 7l4 748 824 By
Brisbane - . 537 frg Go7 | 1,108 &1 771 Bo6 846 E68
Adetnide .. .. 510 544 sof | 1096 754 718 282 Bog B1y
Torth .. .- srz2 720 62/ { 1,103 325 761 Ba6 852 1
Hoburt .. .. 0L s6i Goy 1 1,087 Bg3 785 310 g1z Squ
Welghtod Average {a) 400 564 son | 1003 845 71 Bon 846 %46

GrovP 1T.—DAIRY PRODOCE.

Sydney . e 55t 574 455 | 1,080 “Bro 753 780 288 701
Melbontoe . .. 571 567 635 | 1,087 743 &8y 7L 750 Fa]
Hpabane .. .. AG% 581 588 ob3 732 56 683 [ o)
Adetarde .. .. 548 651 708 | 018 g5 b7y 60 *1% 28
Yerth . . 700 713 735 | 1152 785 71 765 %ot E16
Halart .. 5hq 587 G035 [ 1,081 695 641 663 701 70z
Weighted Averapa () .. 561 sa1 654 | 1002 764 718 739 738 77t

(o} For+ix capital cities,

r
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers—~Capital Cities—cortinted.

Towx, I 190?;‘ 1o11. | rotg. | 1ozt 1952 | 1933 I 1934, { 1935. i 193t.

GroUP FLL—3{psT.

Sydney Y- .. (18] 501 &6 abo 781 rha 331 Bis LT
Melbourne .. . 557 455 663 { 1,030 732 73z 758 55 foo
Hrizsbane .. . 535 488 610 8q7 544 500 647 7o 764
Adelalde . .. 453 541 781 | 1.005 830 Bog 832 8oy 30
Trerth N . 78 824 881 1,103 7G4 77 748 788 867
Uobart .. 663 638 730 | 244 B0g 1% 861 B4 98

Weighted Avernge (a) .. £58 522 6ot [ 1:32) 753 746 i ¥ 792 842

Grours I, 11, axp I, COMBINED.—~1"00D AND GROCERIES,

Srdney .. 513 553 &40 | 1,062 852 800 s:g 840 845
Melbourns ‘e . 517 23 61D | 1,063 758 7I3 74 8y So9
Brisbanc .. . 530 560 Go3 | 1004 738 o0 yay 763 yar
Adelaide .. .. 532 570 670 | 1,006 0t 731 767 780 758
Ferth . .. t70 253 v28 | 1,116 8oy 757 Bo7 821 853
Hobart . N 565 s02 G678 | 1,133 197 757 736 7o 827
Weighted Avetage {a) .. 533 559 &0 | 1,065 766 750 783 806 8z

GRoge IV —HOUSING (WEMEBTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 RoOMS),

Sydney . .. 593 FLT 760 oBa 894 RB6y 869 fp1 Qg0
Melbonrne . .. 455 560 618 820 816 501 8aB 50 gz
Erniabane . .. 283 371 460 630 641 681 figt r0 700
Advimde . 510 7ol 655 Son 6131 . 700 7316 705
Perth . .. 458 524 580 730 | B0 795 704 792 By
Hobart .. . 405 452 518 &5t 868 E1) 863 g0 9ol
Welghted Average fa) .. 495 6I2 662 1 Bry do4 10 Ba. Brg
ALL GROVPA COMBIRED.—~FOCD, ((ROCERIES, ANT 1TOULLSG
Svdney .. . 548 6ot 667 | 1,036 867 B2z B840 B58 878
Melbonrne . .. 405 539 616 a7 »08 4z oy 8ol 833
Briabane . . 432 500 554 827 s 690 713 757 LT
Adeluide “r .. 524 &38 67t 975 736 716 743 764 706
Perth .. .. 504 ér2 irds] 93z 85 768 8oz 810 840
Hobart . . 508 52 621 | 1,044 B2z 2] 814 827 B

Weighted Aversge (@) .. 520 578 648 992 803 68 FH 818 B4

{v) Tor six capital citice.

=, Change of Basis for Housing Constituent.—The preceding table
takes into account the rent of houses of four and five rooms only. Up till
the end of 1§24 the rent of “ all houscs ” was the basis of the index. The
* all houses ** index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration Court
(Appendix VIL). The swovements of these two indexes differ little one from
the other in the same city, but the index-numbers for “ sll houses ” may
be seriously affected between towns by the different proportions of four
and five-roomed houses in the total of all houses.

8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1932 to 1937.—The following tables glvs
index-numbers representing ‘the variations in the cost of food and groceries
(44 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly and monthly periods for the years specified. Tn addition, index-
nurnbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries and
housing.
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0
Retail Prices Index-Numbers (““ B ** Seriés).
{Base (a) r Weighted average of Siz Capifal Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000,)
N.5.W,—INDEX-NOCMBERS. VICTOREs . —ISDEX-N U3BEES.
Pyriod. - = . 8 ) .
] & = . £ . S o .
| B 2 B B |28 E| 2] g 2|2 [2&z
.| s 2 5 2 |=E”| 2 E; 3 2 | E4 |SEs8
e 3 el 2| % (z86] B 2| g T | BE i$Es
. o, < = 2 3 e P & 3 © L P e
A i, x = L = = E] = EE lE .
Fool AND GROCERIES,
1932 852 #36 353 825 | Bi18 853 258 767 779 778 Bo1 760
1933 of Boo reg | Bdo | 285 orgf Sol f pryq 732y 733 738 46| 7S
1594 .. 825 534 417 S1s 8oz B2y 748 774 753 760 783 751
1955 . 840 Soo 15 B2z Y24 By by 812 Jog 797 H10 736
1936 . 848 | 860 | uwid | BN B38 B5 802 833 | 824 | BOG 823 | 8H
1036 Mar Qtr. | 3a5 865 00 833 837 B48 FLH Bo8 Fob 773 Brz 783
wiie , 837 | Bao | a3 | B3z | 838 | 840 gog| Sz | Bos| 7oz | Hr4 | 75
sept ,, 843 50 053 G317 B33 gal RBz8 359 B4z 325 Bz4 LR
Dec., |, 866 475 a7y 858 841 860 831 8ro g51 832 843 833
1937 Mar. Qtr. | Ho2 B85 078 357 355 375 Siy 953 845 815 832 B1g
103, A
Januzry a0 b 02y B3y B3 B4 7E4 3oh S04 77 Bra 735
Pabruary Bay | Rpa 933 g3z 236 852 284 £33 B 775 fiy £5%
March . 851 L1143 30 B3t %36 LI PFT o7 00 27 Bof 774
April a3p | g 033 234 B3p 842 793 337 799 FH& g3 791
May 538 H52 035 S0 B0 LEY] frarm gr7 Soh 793 a3 795
June . LETY 1% PEE] %33 37 37 797 H 3o Fob By 709
July . Bax &8 g8 #3137 djo s37 ETE 836 Si7 Bro 81z L]
August .. | 846 | S50 031|839 ( B46| Big] 837 857 | B3y | B2y | 825 | 37
Heptember 5% HEE ah3 Bal 435 B53 215 R E) 536 B37 829 B3
{ctober 361 Hro [ 851 431 LT 33} 70 548 533 835 536
November .. H63 849 | 077 A5 |- 538 Réy 833 Bra b1 4§33 S14 Bax
Dieeeinter frg §is 9365 Afg atro 423 828 BT 48 Bas 340 B30
1937.
Januwary .. 878 ;33 075 iy A 8o dzg gz Bs7 S iy LT
Tebruary .. Hrz A8y ar7 f57 57 Ars B1g 853 dq0 A1y H3z M1y
Marcch 365 582 980 A5y 7Y 563 o8 845 | = 838 L0 82} 810
Hogstie—{WEIGHTED AVERAGE { AND § ROOME).
19352 Bg4 709 622 841 281 877 816 | Sz7 | 643 738 804 799
1533 Béy 779 630 Bz FHI B5a 801 £ab &41 Far k) -4 1
1934 ‘s 869 789 642 &z20 780 857 o8 Gx2 658 740 803 706
35 . Rt 830 g4 Ko 277 %31 ix0 it GHY Brz LTS 838
1936 93p | 857 653 A7 | 844 | 94B| 882} 683 702 | 86 836 869
1936 Mar. Qte. ] ord B6z hy8 82 g1z 0907 880 6y 715 838 837 867
June |, 029 358 G531 886 TR I8 881 Gh7 715 a5t Baf 363
Sept. 027 { 843 A55 ) Rrgz | Si6 | o ]| 8ye ) oo | 4Ry 326 | & 863
Pee. ,, a5 855 657 83 g1y 03l Sg2 701 LT 5r8 513 &7
1937 Mar, Qtr.] 049 813 057 73 iy 932 808 093 713 845 82 £84
Foob, GROCERIES, AND HoUSING,
ta32 867 823 835 834 gas 852 728 q17 730 763 Boz 773
1933 822 | you | 7Bo | gou | z¥R | BaB | sz | B9b | Go% b yz1 | 263 | 738
1934 840 | BB BxB | Biy | gog | 8aB | 760 r30| 238 | 753 | 789 | sob
1938 . 858 fix3 832 835 306 857 308 7 766 a2 B20 fos
1936 . 878 | 853 | 837 | 854 | 20| BYS | €35 | 8D | V7 825 827 831
1936 Mar. QIr.| 871 LT 830 850 %z8 | Bfg | Br7 757 269 756 Bz 813
June ,, gro BsH 833 853 L)) BGS 82 764 773 13 Bz far
Sept. ., 874 A6 | Bis 439 f25 g8r0 | 344 795 773 543 824 810
Jree L, &u5 Bfig 851 86 842 B 853 oz 787 243 841 f40
T3y Mar Qtro] qoo | B57 | 8sx 861 830 8as 847 241 P H 823 B34 B3

(a) ¥ee explanatory note at top of talle vn page 18,


http://7io.sc

{ Buse (e}

ERETAIL PrICLS.

Retail Prices Index-Numbers.

(** B ** Series.)—continsied.

Weighted Average of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1.000.)

QUEERSLAND—IXDEX-NUMBELS

S0TTH AGSTRALIA—INDEX-NURDERS

g - k= 5
Leriod = & Z & o =
] B E - . : L = ] = .
Sl 5|2 18z % |245| £ (258 2| B | ,.8 8¢
= 2 3 £ B =3 = |SEE| 2 [+ “= | RE
2| |82 25| 2 |Fei 5 |28E 5| D |52 3%
= = 122 o5 B [Brél = izs5g] £ E 1E2 |2wm
+ FOOD AXD GROCERIES.
- —
1932 738 F2n | bBoB £76 770 T4 761 848 818 e Bif | 207
1933 . 69y | 078 | 749 | Soz | w2yl 00| 31| Bez | 7o | 240 | Frz | 735
1934 - 727 | 694 || 7601 Bep i o732 | 230 ] 767 | Bao | 703 | F45 | 795 | rF0
1935 . 704 73z 503 Bag 754 765 780 6o g1y 777 Y1z 784
1936 ‘e 791 76! B4G | B8O 1 VBI 795 70B| 874 | 864 | BO4 | B3I | AD3
1o36 Mar. Qtr | 7831 232 850 3oz | 7Bo | #BE | gpz| 852 | Big| Fé | Boz | Frr
June . 770 744 836 424 763 776 700 b6y 856 700 831 Ha3
beph . 788 752 Y34 563 i3 U0 Brs .11 344 LEL) 863 Bzo
ree. . 821 Fob L1 Begz Aog S24 doy g3 Bo3 A1 S50 Bir
1937 Mur Qir. | 840 Y18 Boh Soib| S60c] Bs4s 811 903 Bl B3z 857 518
1336
Janumary .. 783 755 854 a6 799 739 sro | 456 Sar 782 Hur 771
Jebruary o0 | 756 | 830 | 838 | Bo: 701 781 bss | Hrs 781 toz | 785
Mareh 776 745 LIE] 893 766 78t 706 L 345 834 780 zay | "rre
April 777 | 4By Bee | Brz | sb5 | F#z | go3 | ds9 | Bag | yoa | Be8 i zo7
May 768 [Lozat | Bqn | Bys | 760 | zre ) Ber | 867 856 | o5 | Ha4 | 803
June 767 1 743 8z4 { Hog 757 772 gos | 868 568 Log | Byo [~ Eob
July . 776 747 Sz2g | 460 761 780 | Hiz B8 871 SoB 865 517
Anvagust . 770 750 20 L1t Fho 782 g7 &q5 880 Saz 37z LFE]
Heptember . 73] #61 | Bas | 864 6o | 87| Brz | 883 | BBy | S31 | Hor | Ba8
Outober &as 774 1 379 iz Sor 795 451 283 oy 56 Boz
Kovember . 420 Koo 804 58n Jzo Rz3 Roq Sgo flgh S1g Bsr grr
December . 338 8535 875 Bo7 A3s a1 B1g o8 Gl LED) Bfir §z0
1937,
Januaty .. hLD] 81y By 303.‘; 881e| 803 :310) Bqol gab B35 B35 Ban
Yobruary B4 415 358 aGhl  Bhael Baz B0 Hin Hof B2y fbo Brs
Murch #22 | Bog 837 | SoGh} 8614] Hio | Bed | ooz | B 3 Bon | Si4
ROUEING-—~({WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS)
1p32 .. gl 649 582 542 6Ly | 633 | do1 328 | G4 &10 | veoo | 675
133 .. 1.1 7ol 567 517 é1o £66 694 30 Gofr 610 210 676
[T ‘e 691 732 495 315 625 681 Foo 388 598 bz 653 684
1938 - 720 | paf | s | o330 | 645 | yop ) 736 | 3n3 | Bas g fah ) 663 | 7l
1 !las - V66 | 798| 608 | BI0 | 622 | V48] V95 381 629 | €48 | 721 772
136 Mar, Qtr Far 758 500 | 538 Ay 5 7ig 750 | 397 Gezx | bSay | bob r37
Inne ,, 730 ) goa | soo | 538 | Gaz | gar| 68| 303y 626 | 627 Fla| 718
Sept., . 788 1 B17 | Ay | 485 5051 700 ) By | 3B G20 ) 66B | 73z | S22
Dee. ,, Rog | Bzt 500 | 480 | 6a6 | 783 | Bomw | 3 G3B | 66n ' 737 |, Bz
1937 Mar. Qe | 8r7{ 8ag( 726 [ 3488 s76cf Bo6 f Brg | 369 | 638 Bar | r3z | vor
Foop, GRo¢ERIES AND HOGBING,
1532 .. 704 609 28 758 716 708 236 681 745 | 14 774 734
1033 .. 600 6By 684 706 68y [3-1-3 716 651 £95 93 48 £13
1934 .. FI13 yox a5 Jo3 LLTY 712 42 6Bo F25 FoL 746 r3a
1935 v 7aT | 737 | mnel zae ] e 75| v6a 634 746 | 723 730 7er
1936 .. 8l 74| 167 4l 21 7T 0G| HH9 | TR | TS THI | 7191
1936 Mar. Qtr FLX] 754 761 #6b 7i% 762 766 [ 740 716 764 7ha
Jone , Fho § 6z ) g2 0 s | rzo ) 3B | a8B N borl zrp ) 3B pBg oy sy
sept. |, 7587 776 754 714 Hoh Fi] B26 Glo 7h4 750 1z S1a
e, Big B0 750 720 728 8o 8oz 085 792 757 o8 ol
1937 Mar Qtr.| 820 823 Ao B7ab| 7s532] Ba8 S10 603 705 775 3og Boh

@) See note at bop of page 186,

b Townaviile,

{2} Tinndabere
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Retail Prices Indes-Mumbers.

REran Prices.

(* B ** Beries,)—conlinued,

{Base (a) : Weight‘ed average of Six Cupilal Cities, 1023-27 = 1,000.)

WESTERN AUSPRALIA— YDEX-NDMEBERS. TASMANIA—~INDEX- N CHBERS. § .%.
: §d |8
Porion : ‘ g : | £ <43 |2
fariol, = 3 o : .
k- g e B8] | % ) 2 1 5 [3s8) 25 |2E=
. g 2 El = 12 = -1 o 5 2 12wl == | = g i
5 @ s = % |&E e g B g w2zl et |ack
Bl ¥ g T 8 13k} 2} 2| E| % ¢ |S55) 28 [3E%
ar = - Z o = o -
= i 4 3 R - £ = o |x«E] B |38a
Foolr aXD GROCERIRS.
1932 Bog | 474 854 Ba1 862 824 oy 779t 830 | Bz a4 798 796 801
1973 7570 936 | 8oy y woa | 26 | 2y | 7az | 3G [ rba| 706 7a{ 256 | 7311 753
1914 .. 8oz 957 849 846 517 Bz3 736 765 793 795 399 754 783 786
1915 . 821 ar7 | 452 450 846 | B33 79T 78¢ | 83n | Yos o3 747 80% 810
1936 . B53 | 995 | 4Yd | 856 | S0 AG6 | 827 | piE | 847 BN 898 | 824 B24 B2y
136 Mar, Qe By arz 847 da1 0 815 703 LT 823 %08 Has L0 Bod Bz
June |, 853 o8 303 872 8 8640 797 781 Bah 8ol #57 790 fry 13
SeqH, . 882 1,005 w39 | BHo | oge | foy | Bas | Brz ] Sia | 83z | 887 | 336 | Biz | H3s
1. . 467 | 1,008 ot #r1 0t 840 r2 847 8o 882 93 865 85 B8
1937 Mot Qtr RGP | 1,010 615 881 4973 B3 Ridg Byh Bo1 &b qze Bz 815 84w
193ty
January 10 67T 845 EE10 814 B2z 734 783 810 o7 Ay F00 Sog Srz
Febtuary .. Eiz | o7t 8B40 | 84y 3a4 82y ar iy g6 ol 8oz 768 81z 415
March Biv | wrs | Bag | Bia | Bgz | 8as | oo o 85| 833 ) B1o} 8gq | Boo | Bar | Bey
Apey e £z a87 855 860 353 433 8t FH0 336 11143 02 do0n 813 a1y
Mny wo | B44} 9u2j Bro| 86o | oos | Bsr| 87| rré| 8w ros 819 88 | &3] &6
Juna . 8oz 1.0y 943 833 oo} 0oz 731 Frt 323 FO¥d drg 7o By 818
July . 33y | 1,010 645 466 843 8a3 11 84 B3 foo 877 So5 §23 823
Angust i 837 | 1,020 alr Bq7 453 Hog Jyh So4 &gz g8 A8g B3y 837 LAt
September .. 878 | r.ox0 929 A8g 933 Bor 6y 32z 865 L. Bos5 852 830 832
Octoher 86y {1,003 [ ¢09 Sha | oga 7z 871 637 | 80z 87s 907 Bz Byt 813
November .. 363 | 1e0b { glo LEE] obo 76 | &x 811 [~ 983 873 PEL) 866 i3 817
December .. | 875 [ ro15 | owa | 97z | ar3 | 388 | 873 | 861 | oo | 807} wgo| Brp | 830 854
037
January B6r o4 | nig B3o | gr7 88y 8y | Bey 25 far 03e | Bro 853 857
Fehtuaty .. 863 | 1,000 g7 B840 4973 B 70 LT Hiy2 Byd aly 80y S L1
March gy3 lroor i an a2, obe |, 486 LET H3n 536 37 a7 Bz Sar 2
. HOUsING—(WEIFHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS),
1532 .. Bro 741 Bos 756 079 o4 858 =60 Foi 604 &73 &6 ary Boo
1933 . qos | B16 | 2360 77z | wyt | Soof Bbo | wre | 678 | 478 | dog | B3 Bo; | 788
1634 e 704 901 481 775 925 Eos Biis 769 657 682 06 81y 81a gl
1815 v- 702 | 1,050 e LIt 910 813 830 778 il 736 73 B3f Ay Az4
1936 . 844 {1,074 | 704 | s86 [ {010 | BYZ| 9dn | 3it 750 { 729 | 56 | 8BS 879 | B6G
1936 Mar Qur, | 815 |07z oL | S3o g whe | Saz | ooz | 783l pra| zeo | uz | 845 | 864 ]| #se
June ,, 21 | 1,092 762 B3k HH 841 gon 282 Ty rie 710 Big Bra b, 8%n
RBapt. 938 | 1,260 Bz6 733 | 1,053 Q15 (1531 30 708 0. rd | 881 BBS 873
Iree. 853 {1268 47 336 | L.053 853 Bisg 30 »r3 r1g 7rI 856 fn3 B0
1oay Mar. Qur 837 | 1,308 811 958 | 1,053 dg5% Bry 822 b 72 7L 854 8a9 LR
FooD, GROCEMIES 4ND Haousina,
1933 .. Eoy 892 836 Bay o2 87 B2z yrz 784 777 Bzz 8oy 803 Hoo
1913 . 7468 fgo 708 73z 21 82 79z T46 732 733 Aoy iy 468 76%
1934 .. oz | a%s 825 | 320 | 853 816 | By 266 £35 54 830 704 792 Pt
1935 .. 310 | 1,003 | 822 336 | 870 826 Rz7 7As 785 »83 843 BT RE3 | Bis
1936 . 970 | 1,084 | 838 | 873 [ 945 | BG67 | @56 | 807 | BI0| 790 | 844 835 544 ] 8
1o3h Mar Qir. | 813 [ 1,000 81y f3g 885 LETY 832 iy 284 - 843 f13 28 826
June |, 842 1030 846 | Bfio | o161 8sB | B3z | 81 zod | pro g Bir | 815 | Rae | 85:
Bept. .. 88z [ 108 Bo3 a9 085 o1 EEod Bzz 813 7% Byo'] Bsz LTH] 848
Dee. . 6o | 1,106 876 LIS 04 sir 876 Baz 845 16 862 B6r 862 Bsa
1947 Mar Qtr, 86z } 1,123 BRo oy | 1,007 8484 By 23% 813 81h 361 B57 $64 861

(a) See note st top of table on page 18,
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In so far as they relate to the capital citios the index-numbers in these
tables are comparable in every respect with ti:ose given on page 18 for the

respective groups, aud where they relate to the same period the numbers are
wlentical in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the tables cannot be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly
period, 1923-1g27, i3 in each part made equal to 1,000

9. Population Weights.—Weighted averages for any combination of
towns or States may be calculated approximately by multiplying the mdex-
numbers® of the townsz or States included by therr population weights, and
dividimg the sum of the products by the sum of the multipliers. The popu-

lation weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1934
and succeeding years are as follows :—

Population Weights Used for Different Towns.

. ! | .
M::fasl’g.“'-h Vigtonis. i Qiteenstand.  Soulh Australia. A\?J:frt:lﬂl:: Taymania.
1
| | ;
= < 2 | = < | <
Town, ) Towh, @ Town. & | Town w | Town. = : Town, ®
9| s ! S | < Z ] 5
E & L = E b4
i | | .
Erdnay r23sMeibourne 932, ‘Rrishans 300_';\_dcl:udc 3r3[Perth, efe. | zof Hobort 6o
Newcastie :u;.l‘.l. allarnt .. 33T woomia 26 Wadinaete | trRaleheete] 17 bLavnceston] 33
Yreeken N 27, endiga .. '9i1’0ckh1m n 29 Pt. inie rziortham 5 Burnje . 4
Gonlhnrn 15 Geclong .. zo'Chris Twrae ?I.\II.‘ Gamb'r slBunbyry | sDevonport | s
dtatharst 1o|W'namboot o Warwlci nPeterbor'gh 3[Geraldtor 5 Quecost'wal 4
S _— —_— — — -
Total .. |r392| Total . |t1ey Total .. 369I Total . 344 Total .. [*240; Total.. l1o6
- 1 | . .

The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date.

The new weights given above produce results which differ only very
slightly from those obtained from the weights previously in use. The latter
were based upon the 1921 Census results, and were last publisbed 1n Labour
Report, No. 23.

10. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five-
yearly period 1923-1927 has been taken as base = 20s. The figures
measgure the vatiations in the cost of——{a) food and groceries, (b} bouse
rent, and {¢) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from vear to vear
in each city separately. '

* The ofcial index-numbers are ralcnlated by similavly operating on the =

T
aggregates’ of the
towna concerned, which may produce ehghtly difereut reawlta rom the sbuve.
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year specified to purchase in
each Capital City what would bave cost on the average £1 during the period 1923-1927
in the Six Capital Cities as & whole.

{““B* Series.)

+

Weighted
Yesnr. Sydney | Melb'ne. | Brisbane. | Adeialde. Parth. Hobart. { Averace of 6
Capital Citivs,
Foop axp GROCERIES.
s d. e d. s d s d, s d s d. o d.
1907 .. 10 6| 10 4] 10 7| 10 By 13 5| 12 4 1o B
1911 .. 11 1| 10 6{ 11 5} 11 5| 15 ¢ II 1o b -
G2t N 2t 3| =21 3| 20 3| 20 4| 22 4| 22 B 21 3
1927 s 20 8| 10 5 1310 20 7] 20 1| 20 © 20 ©
1932 . 17 1 15 2 14 9 15 3 15 1 15 11 . I5 11
1933 .. 16 of 14 31 14 o 14 7| 15 2 15 2 15 ©
1634 o 16 6| 15 of 14 7| 15 41 16 2} 15 9 15 8
1935 .. 1610| 15 8| 15 3| 15 7| 16 5 15 10 161
1935 - 17 © 16 2 15161 16 o| 17 1 16 6 16 6
1936 Mar. Qtr, { 10 II 15 8 15 8| 15 35 15 3 15 10 6 2
s dune ., 15 9| 131§ 15 5| 16 o) 17 1 15 11 5 3
o Sepb. 16 10 | 16 11 15 9| 16 41 17 8| 16 11 5 8
» Dec. 17 4 16 7 16 5 01 17 4 17 5 16 11
1937 Mar. ,, 17 5| 16 4| 1610 16 3] 17 4{ 17 3 16 11
Housing {4 AND 5 Rooms),
1997 . 1T IO a9 1 5 B 10 2 9 2z -2 ¢ g 11
1911 e 14 © I 5 7 9 14 145 10 6 9 o 12 3
1921 .. 19 o| 16 5 1z 7| 16 2 I4 91 17 7 17 3
1927 co| 22 2| 2011 | 16 8] 1B1o| 18 5| 19 4 20 7
193z .. 71| 16 4| 1210 13101 16 2 17 4 16 4
1933 . 17 34 16 o) 13 7} 13t | 1511 | 37 2 16 1
1934 .. 17 57 1 21 1330 14 ol 1511 17 4 6 2
1935 .. 1710 17 o| 14 5| 14 o 1510 17 IO (Y
19360 .. 18 g 17 8| 15 34| 135711 16 11 18 2 17 7
1936 Mar. Qtr. 8 4 17 7 14 7 15 I 16,477 18 1 17 3
W June 18 7| 17 7| 14 ¢4 15 4| ¥ 35| 18 2 17 5
w  Sepb. . 15 7 17 6| 15 9 15 11 17 9 18 7 17 9
4  Dec. 1811 1710 16 2| &6 2| 17 I 17 9 17 10
1937 Mar. ., 19 of 18 o 16 4| 16 3| 17 2| 17 10 18 ¢
Foor, GrocEmIES, AND Houstug.
1907 . i1 o 9 I 80| 10 6 1111 o 2 10 5
1G5t 1z 1| 10 g to o} t2 4| 13 5| 1010 I 7
1921 20 9| 19 6| 17 6| 19 6 10 B 20 1t 19 1o
1927 2t 2| 91| 18 0| 20 0| 19 6| 19 9 20 3
1932 17 4] 15 7| 14 1 14 9| 16 1 15 5 16 1
1933 16 5 14 IO 13 L0 14 4 15 4 15 10 15 4
1034 16 10 15 5 14 3 Iy L0 EATI ) 6 3 15 10
1035 17 2 16 2 14 11 15 3 15 2 6 7 16 4
1936 17 7 16 8 15 % | 15 11 17 0 17 I 16 I1
1936 Mar. Qe | 17 5 . 16 41 15 3| 15 4 16 3} 16 & 16 7
., June 17 5 16 6 5 2 15 9 10 10 16 9 16 8
w  Sept. 17 6 16 11 I5 0 0 6| 17 8 17 7 17 I
»  Dec. ,, 1yax | 17 ¥ 16 3| 16 1| 17 2| 17 & 17 3
1937 Mar. ,, 13 o] 611 0 71 16 2z 17 3 17 G 17 3
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11. Price Details, 1938.—The summarized results of price-movements
are published quarterly, and the average retal prices of food and groceries
for cach mouth are published in the Quarterly Bumnmary of Australian
Btatisties end in the Monthly Review of Business Statistics. In Section IT.
of the Appendix to this Report, the average retail price of each item
of the food and groceries group during 1936 is given for the 30 towns
included in the investigation. Information with regard te house rents is
published -quarterly in the Summary, ané annwally in the Labour Reports, -
In appendices to Labour Report No. 1, particulars were given of fetail
prices and house rents in the capital cities for the years 1901 to 19171

§ 3. Food, Housing, Ciothing and Miscellaneous. (*C” Series.)

. 1. General.—The foilowing section includes the results of investigations
into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering inte housenold
expenditure, divided into four main groups :—Food and groseries ; housing ;
clothing ; and miscellaneous requirements. This series of index-numibers
has been designated the * All Items * {** C ” Serics) index. It became more
important hecause of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
from 15t May, 1934, for the adjustment of wages contrelled by that Court.
It is used at present, as the basis of the ** Court ’ series of index-numbers,
adopted from July, 1937, by the same Court.

The tabulation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following
a recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which was
appointed in 1919 to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

(i} The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of 2 household, for & man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the
several items snd amonnts which make np that cost.

(i) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years,

(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921,  These reports show that, according to the standard
sssumed by the Commission, the cost of living as ab the 1st November,
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was as follows :-—

I3

Royal Commission on Basic Waze—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920.

Partlculara Sydnsy. Mclzlbournc Tiristone Adelnide Perth - Hobart,
£ s d. | £ & d £ s.d.| £ 6. 4d.] £ s d. £ s d
Rent 1 2 ¢! 1 ¢ 6] 17 o) 019 6] o019 o 019 @
Food 2 6 gl 2 6 2| 2z 3 1} 2 7 2| 2 411t 2 8 ir
Clothing r 7 ¢/ 1 9 0] 1 6 of.1 § 3] 1% 9| 1 90 2
Miscellaneous I 1 4 I 010 I o If 1 1T 2 1 2 3 o 19 10
Total{a} .. | 517 1§ 516 6| § 6 2 516 1| 573311 51611

fa) Weighted Average Six Captals—£s rxs. 8d.
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The corresponding cost of the commedities and services included (which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to I920 was as
follows :—

Raya! Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, ete., 1914 o 1920,

Yeats, ., Srdney. Melbourne., | Brisbune. Adelade. Perth, Huhart,

- £ snd. | £ s.d| £ s.d | £ s d ] £ s d| £ s d
1914 jrzIr: 3 7 9| 3 4 0 3112 312 9 3 6 g
1915 4 I 6| 366 9| 311 3| 319 ©f 317 1 315 1
1916 ¢ 4 6| 317 5| 31310 3,09 7| 4 t 2| 315 G
1917 4 9 B 4 2 2] 319 3| 4 3 2| 4 4 2 4 410
013 414 8| 4 810 4 6 o 41011 4 9 2| 4 8§ 6
1919 5 53| 418 51 41510 5 2 61 5 © 6 5 0 4
1950 517 I 516 6 5 6 2 516 1 5 13 II 5 16 TI

In answer to the third clanse of the inquiry, the Corumission recom-
mended that “ a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to fime
the mse 2nd fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical fanuly (i.e., such a family
agisdescribed in Clause 1).”  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a3 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of iuquiries of this

- nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureaun of Census and Statistics.

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the

cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given hereafter.

2. Methods and Regimen Adopted.—The Commission was concerned
principally with ascertaining variations in the cost of an assumed regimen,
which is deseribed m the Report as the “ Indientor List 7. It appeared,
however, that the wusefulness of “the investigations of this Bureau would
have been somewhat impaired bad they heen limited in the manner suggested
by the Commission. Tt was decided, therefore, to apply to & more detailed
inquiry the methods of index-nunber construction already used in the
investigations into variations in the cost of food, groceries and honsing.

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been growped under four

heads—{i) Food and groseries; (ii) housing; (4i) elothing; and (iv) other

miscellaneons requirements.

It was dearded to adopt {or food, groceries and housing the cornmodities,
methods and weighting already in use, which conformed very closely with
those given in the " Indicator Lists ” of the Commission, With regard to
housing, the Commission adopted s certain type of 5-roomed house as its
standard in determining the amount allowed for house fent. The fignres
used by this Burean cover 4 and 5-roomed houses, and are not confined to
any particular type, but they fairly represent variations in the rent for the
tvpe of house described by the Commisston.

Previous inqguiries by this Burean kad been confined to food. grocerics
and housing. It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the prices of
clothing and miscellancous items, The relative * weights ” allotted to each
item were based sabstantially on those given in the * Indicator list ™" of the
Bagsic Wage Commission.

With regard to miscellaneous requirements, inquiries were made regarding
prices of fuel and light, houschokl utensils, drapery, crockery and other
items in the “ Indicator lists ’, and index-numbers were computed in.the
same manner as for clothing.
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The itemn * groceries {(not food)” was omitted from miscellanecous
requirements, though it was treated as such by the Commission, as the
index-numbers for food and grocerics already published by the Bureau
wovered the articles included under this heading.

The regimen used in the original tabulation by the Burean lias been
altered on several occasions to accord with varying usages. The following
i3 n hist of the clothmg and miscellancons iteins adopted from the Beptember
quarter of 1930, in accordance with the resolutions of a Conference of
Statisticians which met in Canberra in April, 1936 (particulars of whick will
be found in Appendix XT). The regimen for food and housing {4 and 3
r001ns) is the snme as that appearing on page L4 of this Report. The grafting
of the new regimen to the okl followed the lines adopted In the case of food
and grocerics, parbienlars of which will be found on page 13.

The Regimen for Clothing and Miscellaneous Items.
. GROUP 1L—CLOTIITRG.

i
- ni init
Ko, liem, (per No Ttem., {per
capiti). . enpita).
- *
SRCTION E.—{LOTHINQ—NTAN. SECTION I .—UCLOTHING — WO AN —ond i ued
1 | Buit, ready-made, Workted {Ans- o 67 || 40 | Apron, Catton .. .. .. G. o
tradlsn) 41 | Cardigan, All Wool . . ¢ 50
2 | Trousers, working, Gotlon Tweed 2.00 ]| 12 | Shoes (I‘nr bedt wedt), Ginee Kod . I.50
{Anstiahan) . 43 | Slwes {for oudinary wenr), Box Colf 1,50
3 [ Overcoat, leady-made, 1'weed (Aus- o.25
tieafian) BECTION G.—C0THxa—RoT {108 VEaAlS).
4 | Hak, Fur Felt {Astralian) ‘e 1.90
¢ | Shert, Fashion, with twe collars . 1,67
& | Bhirt, werking—Drill .. vs 4 0o |{ &t | Swt, readr-tsede, Tweed (Aus- I oo
7 Collat, aenii- sull, white .. 6.00 tralian)
%} Bnglet, Wool and Uotton (short, 1.c0 || 43 | anpts, ready-made, Tweed {Aua- 5 oo
. slct.us] sralian} N
¢ | Singlet, Cotten {athletic) 1 00
16 | Underpants, Woul and Gotton {full 100 || 46 | Overcont ready-inadle, Tweed (Aus- | o 33
lengthy trahan)
1 Ulrifr antr, CUotton * Shorts ' I.00 1§ Cuyp, Sknll, Cloth .. . 1.30
1] + . - - .-
12 Suxp All Wool (faney) ., 2,00 || 40 | Shirl, Spo:ts . 5.00
13 | Box, Wool and Cotton (hnc\] 4 oo || 50 ‘-‘»ln;le Wool and Colton (short. 1.00
13 irnces v 1.33 sleeves}
15 | Handkerchief. Cotton .. G.ag || St f:in;.lf't Cotton {athletle) .. 1.00
15 | Defamss, Wincoyette ., Lo r.50 {f 52 ( Hra . 1 oo
17 | Pulinver, All Woal L oo || 53 Stoclungq l:olf AW ou] . 4+ DO
18 { Bhoes {Im twal wear), Box Calf o.50 || 54 | Pylamns, W wcevetts . o 1 50
13 | Boote. working, Mox lihle e 1.5q || 59 Pillover, Al Wool . 0.50
56 | Shoes (far begt weat), Box Y, c*lrllng I 0a
SECTION F.—CLOTHING—WOMAN, 57 | DBuots (schoolt, Vox Yearling P T
20 Cogtllll;;c'Jrcady-llindv. Tweed {Aus- | o.50 SECTI0N .— CLOTINNG-~CINL (7 VEANS).
oA
21 | Skiri, ready-made, Tweed (Anss 1.25
tealicu) sB | lwess, Wool-de-¢hine ., ‘- 1.00
23 . a 5 .. . .. -
23 | Hat, Fur Felt (Austlallnn] .. 0.73 63 Dress, Lotlon . . 1.00
24 [ Mat, Straw . . 1 50 ) A1 ¢ Top Cont, Hweed {.»\nstralian) . 0.33
F13 Froe k, Teﬂd\"nl'lljl' Cot tun .. 1.%0 || 6z | Mab, Wool Felt { Austzotian) .e b ST
a6 | Frock, ready- mn.ic, Ark Sitk .. 1.%0 || 61| 1llat, Straw .. v . 2.00
27 Brassisre, Cotton Broeade . 4.5 1] G4 N .. .. ‘e ..
28 | Tiwderveat, Wool nnd Arn&alk L. 1 50 | bg | "ottoont, St Silk . T.00
H Undervest, Ari Silk .. .. 1.50 [ 66 | Singlet, Sik aml Wool ‘e ¢ $o
30 ‘e .. ‘- Ve . oy | Singlet, At Rilk . .50
31 | Bloomers, Art Silk .. . 4.%0 || A8 | Vivomers, Cotton, I'Iecl‘}"]mod. . 2 00
z | Princess Slip, Art Silk . .. 1 oo || 60 | Bloomers, ATt silk .. . < oo
33 | Storkungs, Silk .. ‘e 6.00 70 Slucklnus, (nahtuere ‘e 4.00
34 | Stockings, Lisle . .. 3.00 | 71 | Pyimnaas, Wincevette .. . @.35
35 | Gilores, Fabric N 2 25 {1 7z | Prjmwmas, Art Sitk N .. [T
36 | Gloves. Xappa .. .. o. 75 £3 | Pullever, All Woo! . .. ©. %0
17 { Nightdreaz, Art Silk .. . 1.50 74 | Bhoes (lor best  wenrd, FPalent o.67
a8 | Pviamas. Wineeveite .. 1.%0 TLeather )
1g | Dressing iown, Art Uk .. a 50 25 | Bhoos {selwwnl), Tox Yenrllm: e 1450

* The total coat of eaih group is multhpled by e group ™ weght " represesting the propartlon of
the population covered by the groap.
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The Regimen for Clothing and Miscellaneous Items—continued,
Groop LI — CLOTNING —comtinued,
l Masg Masa
Uit Unit
No. Ttem, {por N T, R {204
: captn) [ENTTETN
* L]
1
. N . . , SECTION J —CLOTUING—DaY {3} TEARS)-—
SECTIOY JL.—C1OTUIRG—DoY (3} YEARS) confanwed.
26 | Blowze Goat 1 00 2 | Sox, Arc Bilk andd Lisle 3 OO
77 | Yents, rerdy -mmle. Twoud (Aus- 3.00 | 33 | Pyjamus, Wineeyeito .00
tealiin) &4 | Lullover, All Wool .- . Q.50
28 | Overcont, ready-made, Twesid {Aus- 0.33 || B5 | Shoes (for  bezl wen), Patent [\
traliang Lazather
70 | Hat. Cloth . .. £.3% || BO | Shoes (fur ordinary wear), ‘I'an .00
Bo | Singlet, Wool and Goltun .. .00 Yearfing
L4 Su};..ln.t Cotton (athletde) . I oo
GROUFR IV.—MISCELLANEQOUS,
Bass Unut Mass T'uld
Kuo. Item (per No Item. per
Ihomsehald) househotd).
. - L]
Seeriow L.—HOUSEHOLE UTENSIL—continued.
SLeTioN J.—~HOGEEROLD TMLALERY.
26 | IXmfe, Table (stainless) o 9.10
2 Spoon, Ten (skainlesa) .. o vl
| Bankees, DL {pait) .. o.07 23 | Spoon, Nessert (staanless) ‘. .08
2 | "Blankets, 8.1 {par) . Ve o 14 29 | Fork, Table {stainless o100
3 | Quilt, D. L. Marecla . 0.25 30 f-!ul»c Electric Laght (gas- ﬁllctl] .00
4 .. .. ‘e . 31 | Irtm, l Teclri {full size) n.[o
5 | &heets, DT (pair) .. o.50
6 | Sheetz, ST {pair) o [.o0 ) .
» | Pillow Slip, Gobton .- . 5.00 SEcTioY M.—TFGEL a¥D LiguT.
4 | Towel .. . 3.00
a | Tatle Gloth .. . o, 10 -
ch {yarul) ., . . ; )
16 | Tea Towel (yard) 4.00 12 | Firowoeod (blocks) {owi ) {u} .. 40
33 | Gas, cooling (nnlifs) () s L5133
t a4 | Electric lighting (unitad .. t30
15 | Eledtrle power %nmts) () .. 130
Sgorioy L.—HaOUBEROLD TITENBILA.
Amouns
- per week
No. Ltem. {per
11 | Cuy and Savcer (Ftone China) . 2 0o houzehold),
rz | Plate, Tianea (Stone China) z.00
13 | Jug, Quart (Brownware) e 1.00
14 | Teapot, Brownware (z-pint} o.25 SECTION N —OTRER MISCELLANEOVE.
15 | Basin, Pudding (Enamel), 6-mnch I on
18 | Tumbler (0% } . . 1.00
17 | Kettle, Enamcl (G-plnt,) o 20 .
18 | Kettle, Aluminivm (G-pint} Q.20 36 | Union D . .. [{3]
19 | Sancepan, Aluminiung (3-pint) 0.40 57 | 1wuige Dues .. .. } 2
20 | Bucket, Galvanlzed (12-1neh) .. Q.20 33 | Medione .. .. . +
21 | Dipper, Galvamzed (2-quarl} . 6.20 39 | Newspapers . .. {3
22 | Broom, Millet 0.50 49 | Itecreation . . . .. 74
23 | Broem! Hair, comnlete(n inch) ° 33 41 | Bmoking .. . .- {4
24 | Brush, Scrubbing fec-inch) .. 1.5G 42 BIC3 .. .. (b
25 | Mop, Pulishing. coxnpleto .. o.20 43 | Schoal requisiles .. . 3

(&} Standard mass-umks.  In certwin couniry towns where gas and/o? electnioiby are nob used the
mass-units differ trom the standanl.
{0y A definite basic amount per week 12 provided for cach of theas itoma, and vatied in aceordance
“with Regolution 2o of the Conference of Statisticians, 1936,
* The total cost of each group is multiplied by a group ™ welght ', reptcsenting the proportion of
the population covered by the group.
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The five sections into which the clothing group is divided are soracwhat
arbitraty, hut they are those adopted by the Royal Comimission on the
Basic Wage. The sections for men and women are now regarded as being
applicable fo persons aged seventocon years and upwards. The section
for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative of both sexes
from ten to sixteen years ; the section for a girl aged seven as representative
of the cost of boys and girls from five to nine years ; and the section for the
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of the cost of
children aged four years and under.

3. Base.—The new seriez of index-numbers, cavering all 1temg of house-
hold expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating:
to the month of November, 1914 as base. This base was adopted owing to
the diffieulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and
miscellaneous itema for earlier periods.  While the index-numbers for 1914 in
the foilowing tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. As a base fox
comparing different places, the weighted average cost for the six capital
cities was taken, and the aggregate cost of the regimen in November, 1614,
made equal to 1,000. The index-numbers were computed to this base up to
and including the December quarter, 1929. In accordance with the decision
of a Conference of Statisticians that a post-war period should be adopted as
base, an slteration was made as from Ist January, 1930. The index-
numbers in the following tables have been computed to a post-war base,
viz., the weighted average cost in the six capital cities during the five-
vearly period 1g23-1927—the average annual aggregate cost of the regimen
in this period being made equal to 1,000. This new series may be converted
to the 1914 base by multiplying the index-numbers in the various sections
by the following factors :—Food—1.5601 ; housing—1.5408; food and
housing—1.5528 ; clothing—1.3263 ; miscellancous—1.3351; all itens—
1.4550. To convert the 1914 base index-numbers to the 1923-27 base the
former should be multiplied by the following factors —IFood—o0.64116 ;
housing—o.64872; food and housing—0.64384; clothing—o.75412
miscellancous—o0.748g1 ; all items—e .68715.

4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations were carried out in
the five prineipal towns in each State for the months of November, 1921,
May, Auvgust, and November, 1922, and quarterly thercafter. It was
considered unnecessary to obtain information for previous years regarding
prices of clothing and miscellancous requirements in towns other than the
capitals ; while, so far as the capitals were concerned, details were alrcady
avallable in the Report of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.
Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly for all the
towns, and quarterly index-numbers are regularly published.

5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 to BMarch Quarier 1937.—
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) food and. groceries;
() housing ; (iil) food, groceries and housing combined ; (iv) clothing ;
(v} miscellaneous requirements; and (vi) foed and groceries, housing,
clothing, and miscellaneous requirements combined. :
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Food and Groceries.—Retaii Frice Index-Numbers. (*“C*’ Series.) .
(Base : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1623-27 = ],000.)
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Hovsing (4 and § rcoms)—Retail Prices Index-Numbers. {* ¢ ** Series.}
{Basr : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cibies, 1921-27 == 1,000.)
[R—
N.3.W.~ISDEX-N DMHERS. | VICTORIA ~~[RDEX-NOMBERS.
]
Petlod, 12 54 u los £ : 2 g
g1 31z | 5L ERBel 5l gy 28 (Bge
& ElE 5 = [2E2Y 2 3 2 g2 | 55 |8E3
2| B} 2 S| 3 2220 E§ 138 1 3 g | H7 |SgE
o " = R - = £ = EE Immia
Kov, 1014 {0} 758 . .. L. . .. 608 | N . ..
o 1921 .. | I,000 151 550 881 590 o6 845 479 52% 668 1.3 789
Yeat 193t .. | 1,026 803 o0 953 8az | 1,005 867 G0 653 Brs 823 847
w1932 .. Bag 709 G2z Byt 281 877 B16 Bz27 613 »38 Boy 7oy
w 1933 .. 4 B8y 775 | G30 | Brz g y81; 850 Bor | &af | 63x | wir b yos [ FHs5
o ID3 .. 864 285 642 8z0 780 857 .0 652 638 2L fo3 790
w1935 .. 891 B30 G4y ) 860 27 581 850 1 6oL | 658 812 843 815
W T93k L [RT 857 0653 g 81y 018 8%z 643 7Oz 61 836 86q
ro3h Mar. Q4r. | or8 ! 862 6.8 | &Rz 8z | poy 84a [ 643 7es | 833 | M3y | A6y
o dane ., 9;9] 868 651 LETY S12 L8 1.0 Hh7 715 853 830 68
o Sept o271 B3 653 By | s16] o014 874 sor | 633 876 | #27 | 863
W Deco 215 855 G657 | 8713 817 | n3r 842 701 6n3 | Byd 343 S7g
1937 Mar, Gtr 240 ‘ 818 657 Ba3 iy g3z 8oR 658 713 815 B4z BY.
QURERSLAK D.—INDEX-NUMBEKS. S00TH AUSTRALTA —EINDEX-NUMBRYE.
g 4 3 )
Perlod. | ; : 2 s 3 . e
£08 | 805! 4 (Bua) g (g2 B | 5,888
E o 2 E 88 SES| = £ 52 |Es_.
3 e = E 3 |22y "B |ZE= = 43 e2hn |vaw
g | & &3 gﬁ g (Exs] 3 22z S [HS [ EZ Fae
Kov, 1914 {a) 463 . .- .. .. . 611 .. .. .. .. .
o 1920 .. b2g 547 470 535 535 504 81p 66 603 403 456 76z
a0 THAT .. 63c | 628 as | 628 ] 648 668 75% 401 655 586 755 73
W a3z .. 71 640 5812 542 61y 633 GoI arB | 624 610 700 675
w1933 .. | 68t | 7of | 867 | sr7 | 610 | 666 694 | 370 | Gor | 610 | pro | 675
w1934 .. 691 732 505 5L5 6% &8 oo 3E8 saf [° 613 653 68y
w1935 .. ] Fo | 246 | spb | S30 | 645 | TFo7 736 | 393 | 625 | 626 663 | 719
Year 1936 .. 766 268 Hod il Gz 748 795 381 629 G548 7L Fr
1p36 Mar. Qte. | 27 | 758 sp0 | $aB | Gas | 74 756 | 207 | 622 | 627} Gob [ 737
no done Fagp b oros | 599 ) 538 | Gaz | sev 768 303 | 626 627 704 748
W Bepk L, 7R3 | Byy | 634 | aBs | ses | vou Byo | 3fs | fzg | 668 | 73z | B2z
. Dee. Son [ Bzr 9% ) 4% | 6ofi | 783 Bas 360 | 6aB | 66y | 7317 782
1937 Mar, Qtr. 817 B34 a2 8485 syim  S0b 614 ’ 369 638 r 6ol 737 7ot
WESTERN AUSTRATIA~~TNDEX- TasuaNIA.—I[¥PEX-NULBERS, <, |8,
- X UMBERS o s
=4
5 r g g ] 4l 32 2
wsleg| | .| 8 {on] % £] o8 lay
Ferlod. B2 |5F| B8] 8|2y =1 |82 |z 32 agg
“Se1BE| = |8 | BIEsHE | B 2| &) E 2] 25 IEEF
£ 5 212 | 2158 2| B | § =i Do lass
E &332 & = 5 1E5» |l = g E ° 1SN | Belm_ 8
b |2G| s |Aa | ol a | & |8 | A1 & [jFz| 3 38a
Nov, 1314 {a} 584 . ‘e . .. | k25 L. .. ‘e .. ‘e 549 ..
w1920 .. | 78y 578p 616| Ga9) 779, roo| Bro| Gy6| =204 150, 4081 7z BTV | 823
Year 1831 .. 88x| o5y 8srf 77r|10350 858l oor| 778 rrz| reét so8| 840 801 876
o 1937 .. 8rol 743f 8os| 756l g7e| Bos|| 868 who| ozl Ga4l 673] a6 8IT | 80D
w1933 .. 7osf 816 86 7r2| o441 Boof| Béop rro| 678 6231 Goo| B1z B 788
w1034 .. 793| oot| sBi| ¥rs| o925 Bos|| R6s| ool 65yl Rzl ol Arg] BID | TR
o I5A5 .. #ga 050 ¥67| Bro| o040 Bryy| Ssol yr3| 6Bl 735 ey Bahl B39 | A28
W lo36 Bag| V.74 Foa] BEG[(1,0100 Srz| 008 &ry 750 20| 755 858 89 866
136 Mar, Qtr, 815t o7y 761 Bao|l o66] Sa7|| oozl 78s] i3t 70| Fa7p Basp 864 7, 852
. June 8a1| 1,002 62 838 oAG| 843t ood| B2l 7ar[ 740 730 Bao| 872 | 859
o Reph, o, 388| r,zbo| Bafl e35t1.05% arff o3l 840f 763[ Foi| Fr7i] $Br| 886 873
o Dee, Byg| 1,265, 827l oahj rosy| A8l BEY Bxef rraf M8l smi| 856l 893 480
1937 Mar. Qér. | 8s7| 1,305; 831] 938/ 1,053] Sgs|l 803l 82| rr3y 2l 7rr| 854; 899 BBS

(8) Wor Index-numbers for Capital Cities, years tol5 Lo fgzo, #¢¢ page 6.
(¢} Dundaberg,

) Townsville,



52 Foop, ETC., CLOTEING AND MISCELLANEOUS,
Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms),—Retail Price Index-~
Numbers. (*“C* Series.)
{Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1023-27 = 1,000.) -
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Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (** C ** Series.)
(Base : Weighted average of Swx Capital Cities, 1923.27 = 1,000.)
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w1033 .. ] 8rojvosal ye1rl 874l 834f Bas|| 881 obzf Bayp B3t r06r| gos| 78T | 797
w  T933 .. | Brilnoss| 7671 BG4 Bzrl Bial &8z 9580 B3g] 844]1,048) goyl 7H5 ; V94
o 1033 .. | Be2s|x058| 775 orrl Bagl Bas| oo3| a8 Bry| Bzp o8y grol 783 | 790
. 1036 .. Brs) os0| 8oz 878l s51| 823l S5y Bry HoF Bz26] Brs| Bso| 792 %6

1936 Mar. Qtr. 83z 1,080 735 osar| 864 85zl o186 o45| 08! S34] 053] o010 788 795
w  JHuna Bag| 1,080l y80] ool B6e| Bsq|| nodl guff Brr| Sg0] g4 a3 790 748
o Bept Go3| B40f E3of B38| Neo| Bop|| Fog| Brq| &8 Red Soo| Hoq| TIZ | M
» Dec . Fool Bz25] Sos| Sr4| S19| suaf| poo| 786 Bor| ¥ri Bo4p roof TIG T7

te37 Mar, Qtr. | 703l 823

809| s:oi 820 ;gﬁi yob| 705 Bez} Sui] So8] 707 79T | 708

{s) For index-numbers for Capital Citles, years 1913 1o 3930, #ce page 36 & Towngville,
{e) Bundaberg
4088, —2 s



L7 Foop, zrc., Crorame anp MIscELLANEOUS.
Miscellaneous.—Relail Price Index-Numbers. "(“ € *? Series.)
(Base ;: Weighted dverage of Sux Capital Cilics, 1g23-27 = 1,000.)
)
; N.8.W . —IgDEX-NUMBERS.' ' VicTonls —ISDEX-NUMDERS,
Pettod 6 = . [ .
sl A RN RN -FY R R I RN R PP
© = = = =4t 2 - E = g
] = - = = =T =2 7t = = [ B T
= ] ] = = 339} o £ = o 5B Tof
= ] g 2 2 | & o ] g b4 A8 (FrE
) 1 o <) F=T - 41 = <] ) [ L] B | Exi-
Nov. 1914 (@) 266 .. .. .. “ . 738 .. .. ‘e . Ve
w 1931 .. [L000 995 | 1,102 134 o8y [1012 [jr,022 456 1,002 f1,0a% 8¢ [1,018
Year 1931 ., | 1,013 god | 1,025 9032 510 | 1,003 939 893 QI5 o8 845 934
o 1937 .. 996 | gor 08y | 8B3 | 898 | o8¢ g2y | BBz oto 836 832 §31
w 1933 .. | 9831 o1 | ofis| 8ryi| 8701 970l o018 | 8y4 | 904 | B85 | B2z | g1z
w 3934 .. | 975 p2x | o088 | Biy | Bas4 960 || 914 | B7y | gef | B3 | f25 | erx
o  E93S .. g7 | 927 964 863 | 867 g9rc gz2 88g 9z2 813 Bs1 918
- 1930 949 | 900 [too7 ] &By | BBI | oas g g7 | 088 | 9yr g ga7 | gz | 943
1935 Mar) Qtr, | o077 ! ooy g9y | 866 | 86¢ | gbo 010 | 880 | o929 868 864 ath
w June 975 10 [ or3 | 866 855 ] o8 {l 016 ) o006 | ozs | By | 723 o014
n Bept, 009 48 | 1,051 90y 804 gLe g9z | o4z | rog7 | Loy | 1oor a9y
w Dee. o, 934 Gg5 | 2,052 908 LYY 933 461 | 1,02 | 1,006 588 g5t gfi5
1937 Mar Qtr, b 933 832 l1o55 ] Bazl gor 932 gl 1 ong {1 aol a2 asy a7t
QUEBNELAND. —INDBX-NUMBERS, SOUTH AUBTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERA.
. b1
Pericd s 5 : ; 2.8 il & :
S BB 8 lBs| d|BeR] 2 lasE B £|.5|38
AR IR R A T
Al & |83 |681 F |Fxd| < |@dEE! £ 1 RS | A5 |Z<d
Nov, 1914 {a) 728 .. .. .. .. e 770 o . .. .. ..
w 1938 .| 944 | 953 jroes 1,000 | 938 | 988 {i 1,033 [1,065 | 1,065 [1,032 [1,000 | 1,036
Year 1038 .. | o235 | 933 Boz | o9r4 | Bo8 | o2z w7 | 96 953 1 962 1 b4 | 99y
w1932 gor | oxr | 884 969 | B9B | goB i 987 943 939 | 966 | 957 | ¢B3
w 1933 goo | gog | 88r 7 o7y | Boy | gof || 983 | a4 | 944 | 957 | 936 | ¢fe
w 1934 .. | ovo| gof | 876 ] o067 | Bor| goo | or6| 937 | 944 | 949 | 958 | @n
w1935 .. ] 9c4 | gog | Br7 ire15 | o290 | ges 973 | 941 ] o921 1 037 | 968 | oy
w1930, vey | w20 | 920 1067 [ 003 | ooz 003 | o281 936 | 9ro |rcez | oot
1936 Mar. Qtr. | 286 ) oco3 | 878 1038 | o044 | Bor 96t | 0481 901 | 924 | 671 | osB
w June 886 1 Bos | 876 |ae3nl o43] #oo || oft | ofot ger | gar f oFu | oSy
w Bept, 056 | 946 | a58 | 1,082 11,050 | o309 || 1,034 | F0r8 ) 954 | 1023 {1,087 | 1,031
w Dec. e 0973 obl | 110 | 1,034 949 | 5017 | OHy o8y | 1,013 | 1012 | 3,015
1937 Mar. Qtr, 937 07z l g6f 0atd] r.oote 048 || 1,018 | 978 o8o | Lo11 [ T,0t0 { 1016
WESTEEN AUSTRALLA.—INDEX~ . .
N UMBERS, TasMANLA .~—INDEX-NUMBERS. % g %
|2} < g Pgl 4252
8| @ : . ] i = = =
et NSRRI G\ E(EEEl .3 4] B 5 |F5 B0 g
SRSt 2| B |58l 2| 5185|5588 85 888
] s ) ! ] o
Eh 23|51 8|S d | 81&| &) & |62 28 |2ra
Hov. 1914 (0} il .. . PR .- 6og| .. . . .. o T8 L.
v Ipal .. | noz9 1,030 1,016] o977l r,10%) 1,020 932 98s 941 9601 959 9s52[ 000 {1,009
Year 193t .- | 966 063 gos| 896] ar6l ob3) Bry Boal sz 848l Bos) Byy 973 | 665
w 1932 .. | 954 967! Bog| Bos| o70| o9sy| 866 863 Bag| B2g| Bos| 860l 958 | 95D
w 1933 .. 4 vs5| o63] Bos| Bo4) o066| o4s{| B8Go| B6¢l Bas| B2i| Bog| 86| 950 | s
w 1034 .. 942] 61| ogo02| Bo4! 906 o9¢3|| Ss55| B4 Basf Bzzf Bo4{ 853l 944 939
w 1935 .. 1 922 a7sl 925 9o9] 9rz| e3t 858 B854 93| B3] 824] Bis| 846 | G
w  10%0 ., 32| aogo|l 046) gof(r,oo0z| o371 SH3] ool 23y Bsql 841] BBy W7 B
1936 Mar, Qtr. | @12 orof 928l oeyl o967 o8| B4s] 8640 Sogl S32| B8] B4E] 844 436
» Juna o1z| 99| ozg9f ooh| o706 018 B47; BGst Bod K3z] B=25] 850! 940 935
. Bept. . 1 ¢s8 ror?l o075t oui]r014] o963l oo7p 01a] B76 8Bsi Bsbl ¢14 356 | 958
w Dee si5| 084l 033 oo1] 10490 o949 o34f obo] BGsl 883 Bssl o3s| 052 | 054
toy7 Mar. Qir. | o944] 978 933 902{ 1,040 9+8| o34 o946 863 879& Ssst 930| 854 | 855

&) Torindex-pumbers for Capitad cltlen.(;)!
<,

eArS IQI5 tD I30, Fee page 3.
Evndaberg,

(&) Tawnsville.



Foup, ETC.,, CLOTHING aND MISCELLANEOUS,

33

All tems of Housshold Expenditure.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (0" Series.)
__{Base : Weighted average of Sixz Ca_fp:!(d Clities, 1923-27 =

N.3. W.—Iapex-NuMpans.

Jd

Vicronis, —I4pRX-NOMUERS,

= 1,000, ]

|

; = i | I
Perioi. = = 4 ' s« 1 8 < . = .
s 3258 a8l 8) 8| 218 (3
= = = 8
=1 2 ad = = e = k= b= = b |weg
g1 2 o 3 3 |4l 3| F g 3 |28 (22t
ooy P-4 A S & Eanl B & =<} &5 =5 | ek
: i
Nov. 1914 {a) 132 .. . P e L] ve .. .. .- ..
e IDZE L. {1,048 [ T041 075 (1,013 Q47 1 5,049 [ 1,003 P98 | 1,002 ., 1,059 | 1,034 [I,003
1

Year 1ozt .. ] g2z | BBB | 8z guz - E67 ] 918 .| Byb Buld £33 82z 860 | 843
PR -3 B67 Byo | Bag By 830 863 | 813 776 o8 T4 338 Bar
w lg3z .. B3z Sig B06 243 Rat fag 7B9 200 789 72 812 78>
w1934 .. Biz 34 819 852 8oy 841 03 761 Br: 78z 816 Bot
w 1535 Bz 836 81 Sbol 814 LEF] Bzy Bog Hz0 B24 fs0 3z
w1030 H&h §53 #4 Hthy 833 Bos Sy B26 B21 bB 851 a3
1936 Mnr, Qbr. | 865 ] Bos | Bro| 704 833 E0z | 828 ] voo | Hod | s23 | 848 | 526
w June A5a B 328 875 1 Ba: 861 b4z .10 Bl B4 B0 Bz
w Bept. gho | Ry | B6R L 3531 Sio 558 A5z 819 83 oy 553 | 857
. Ben . 880 Bxr 378 d58 . Hag 5r8 Rs7 Bz Bio Boo 853 B§6
1937 Mar. Qs 884 | Rei | R98 0 Bsy  Biz B30 B4 Bay ¢ Bzr ! Bgz | 8yn | 843

QUEEHILAND —IRDEX-NOMUELS,

S500TII ACATRALLA. —IRDEX-NUMGERE,

Pettod '% | ; i sl E I 3 l -
o) 218 Elzeq d 288 5 lacll £ £ 4028
20§ 158851 ¢ |53 3 (283 S| 2|47 |5E.
£ 3| 8E 85 3 15220 % [322] 3 123! 55 584
= = | &8 = B RS « R = mS RO {E e
Nav, tars (@) 1t | .. E . N . l 699 1 .. . . . ..
w 1920 .. 23 | g4 ! ¢72 |toas 1 99¢ | oar |} eBo ) 998 [rezs jro0zp | 948 | ooz
Yenr gyt .. 208 816 I 808 Bz7 15 Bos 817 301 834 Bar ' 88y 836
w1032 .. | 7040 BB 7ro | o4 77y 768 | Bea| 77z | Zoe | 816§ By8 | Box
w 1033 .. st 8% 752 | péz ys7 | 33| 7Bg | 747 [ ez i Boo | B3z By
R TR 762 3% 759 750 761 H 866 | 743 1278 | Sao 8321 Rog
N tass .. { 78| 795 | 776 B9 | ¥éa | yBo || 2o | 763 | 789 | Boo| &33) By
w1030 L. Bag Bosz | Baz 10 P Bo3 LT 765 I 13 516 LTEY hgs
1436 Mar. Qbr, | 787 | 7392 o709 ] 816, 775 788 | & 761 | 794 | Brig 829 820
w dume 785 | 785 793 | Boo | sy} ARG B3 76a S 81g | By B
. . 3 3 , .
w  SEpb. o, 8ryy 811, Bob ) 8oi | B0 | Kigh 856 | ;08 0 818 | S8a8 Bs6 | Bz
o Dec 828] B3t sob 815 1 7as st] 838 703 | B:8 B4 843 i35
to37 Mar. Qur. 838

w nswm-‘ Avs‘mnn\.—l-wax-

36:b| Hube 830: 845 7(:5] 8z0

B T A

TASMANIA.~~INDEX- NUMPEUS,

G251 844, &n

|

NUUDERRS. -3 §
[ | R L= R
l | - - §: ql%z |3
Perlod. o L. 3 - g -_5 | E sl = .
VS1g 6] 8188 o 3102, 3137 38 |32
a =5 =] ! & = =2 o | =
s 1815123 |88) 2 s§|gj§g«&§u§a;§
" I F s | &% ]
]E 2|2 E|3 (222t 3] & V&1 & 5| EBa 2Ra
I i
. 1 i
Nov. 1914 (3} :vo:rI L BEECUNETEE B BTN |- ‘ . ! 687 | ..
AR 171 v,00B IogB 1,030 31,045 1,036 1,020 1,070, 5,067| 1 i 904 1,031 1 053 1,003 11013
Yeer 1951 .. | 8850 o037} 878 877 ost] Borll 8r51 Has) 81.-; 81t 8311 86o| B73 | #70
o 1633 .. B40, §40[ Bas  Ba2| gos| Bsz|) S4af B32| 81t} foo. Bys! 838 830 829
W 1033 .. Brr, 937 By Brae Bsif Bagf| Bas| L1y ??51 773 867" B2¢/ 004 | g0
. 1934 .- 830 oFs| 8:5 Ba3y BE6 B4z 8ad 828f sBo BY By6. S8y BIT | 816
W 193% Bag' rotr] Bxg  BAsl BBG| RyBl Baol Bisl w02 Bon STy, Byrf 8321 631
o 1gah 850, L027| s6o  Bby, g3y Hrofl 800, Haol Bry Soo bsol §30f 50 I:1E
3036 Mor. Qir. | &3¢ 1021 Be8  byz| Sogf #sal] Ssa| 3% 7048 Roy’ Bﬁ;} 42| B3R | 838
v Anne Az r.034f Ba7 B34 ora| 867l 58] 833 Som S04t B5ﬁl 846 B42 1 4l
W Sept. . | SFmie3z| Boz 888 aed soufl sa| By1 8:d 803- R32; fsi BSG{ B854
o Dee. Sf,q ol Byz K760 obal 873k 866l 8so 3171 ﬂ‘;k B46l 8571 662 [ RGO
1437 Mar Qtr SﬁoI oal| 877 Al 4 8;5] SGSE 845 8361 8 5, 346' 855| 554 | ge2

¢a) For Index-numbers for Capital Citiea, years ta15 to 1920, so p 36

{=) Jundaberg

@) Townaville,



6 Foor, Ere, CLOTHING AND MISCELLANBOUS,

All Items of Household Expenditure.
‘ “C" Series INDEX.

Six Capital Cilies, 1915-1920,—TIndex-Numbers showing variations in the prices of Food
and Groceries, Housing (4 and 5 rooms), Clothing and Miscellaneous Household
Requirements.

(Base : Weaghted average of Sz Copital Cifies, 1023-27 = 1,000.)

&
Pericd. Bydney. | Melbourne | Drisbone. | Adelalde. Perth. Hobart, Cupi:nls.
(s}
Foop a¥Dd GROCERIES, °

Nov. 1915 .. 844 835 860 858 819 8s8 842
we 106 .. 833 701 748 83z 854 8oy 812
w1017 .. 877 708 © 823 So3 828 040 836
» 1918 . 877 843 882 86z 816 913 861
w1019 .. 1,073 975 1,069 I,012 987 1,041 1,026
w1020 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,203 . t,200

Housina (4 axp 5 Rooms).

Nov. 10915 .. 730 611 472 574 |~ 581 571 650
w1916 .. 791 625 457 573 592 574 6635
w o I9L7 .. 797 657 492 600 602 536 683
. 1918 .. 832 a3 526 6506 619 614 922
w 1019 .. 866 744 6oy | T 507 650 746 768
n 1920 .. 080 Boy 634 783 718 004 -8Bs1

Foon, Geooerizs aND Housing,

Nov. 1915 .. 825 756 722 758 734 756 777
» 110 .. 818 732 048 742 761 724 760
w  TOI7 .. 848 748 707 734 748 820 782
o IQI8 .. 861 702 756 780 746 810 812
O (1.3 T 1,000 893 904 904 867 936 934
» 1920 .. 1,138 1,074 945 1,068 o73 | 1955 | 1,08z

CLOTHING, .

Nov. 10t5 .. Bos 707 690 §21 760 833 52
S 903 870 [ . 779 019 849 040 881
» I0I7 1,000 076 Bag 1,049 oBo 1,041 992
. 1918 .. 1,102 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 i,200 1,007
o 1019 .. | X237 1,213 1,192 1,303 | 1,277 | L344 ! 1,238
w1920 .. | 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 | 1,350 | 1430 | 1,365

MISCELLANEOGUS,

Nov. 1915 .. 798 770 756 803 822 770 786
W ILG ., 808 784 766 832 869 730 Boz
U -1 T T 88q 879 836 883 026 865 882
» 1B L 983 950 031 988 | 1,035 945 0972
w191 .. 1,050 1,016 968 1,035 L1208 1,006 1,036
o lgzO L. 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 1,194

Aen ITEns oF HoUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE.

Nov. 1915 .. 816 765 72L 780 755 776 782
w1916 .. 836 773 668 798 Soo 783 795
» 1017 .. 802 823 773 832 832 879 847
s 1978 .. 938 8go 843 88y 883 923 903
W IO .. 1,065 983 981 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022
W Igzo L. 1,193 1,172 1,054 1,164 I,11I 1,213 1,166

(@) Weaghted average of each group=r1,000.
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Foon, B1e., CLOTHING AKD MISCELLANEOUDS, 37
Al Items of Household Expenditure.
“ C" Segries INDEX.
) Relative Cost of Each Group of Ifems. .
(Base : Weighted average Cost of Al Groups in gach Town=1,000.)
1935. 1936,
i
g .
Towu, é 8 ¢ é g g
. o . o
Tglen| v 5| B8 |un| o | 5| 33
[ =z = = -8 5 ] == = % _ed
. L2 3| 2 |22%| 2B |32 | 2| E lEi
&5 |8z 3 | § |[&R4| &8 |2z | & | &5 (Sa8d
New South wules—-—
Swdney Lo 380 2ez | zer| xgh | Tmoe | 366 | 238 ) =202 ) 194 | 1000
Newcastle .. - 380 zol 2158 185 | 1,900 376 223 2ty 125 | 1,000
Broken )15 1: .- dil 167 197 200 | 1,000 417 17z 199 212 | L,o0w
Goulburn . e 360 s 247 Iy | £,000 363 226 2249 18z | 1,000
Bathurat e v 302 202 3] 182 | 1,000 350 ZLF [ 187 | 1,000
Weghted Average, 5 Towns] 383 2L 203 195 | 1,000 360 236 204 194 | 1,000
Victoria— -
Melbourne . ‘e 38 220 222 ino [ 1,000 358 231 13 260 | 1,000
Lallarat . e an1 177 45 18y | 1,000 37a 134 230 207 | 1,600
Lendige . .- 2l x| zyg | 191 | nooo | amy go | 229 212 | 1,000
Geclong . . 374 zlo 135 181 § 1,000 335 125 223 tgl | 1,900
Warrnambool | . . a7z i 247 170 | 1,000 360 215 228 193 1000
Weighted Avarage, 5 Towns] 360 216 A28 190 | 1,000 353 z2g 212 301 [ 1,000
Quesnsland—
Enatane .. . 378 | wod | z23| 8 jreon| 367 2| 298| zeg | rooo
Toowoombs .. . a6t 203 239 g7 {1000 | 35 221 218 | =zoy | 1,000
Lockhampbon boams | bl 245 ez iroonl 394 | 168 | =y | ozer | 1ooe
Chaorters Towers i 41é 143 233 210 | 1.000 400 Tyo 226 234 § 1,000
Warwick . o) 380 178 | 237 zos5 |moou | ars [ ovrr | zar | 22y [ r000
Weightad Average, s lowos] 379 192 23l 193 | 1,000 370 20F Ty 204 | 1,000
South Aastralia—
Adelahle . e 363 gl 259 20t | 1,000 | 335 210 | 223 2171 | 1,000
Kadtna, te, . . 135 110 45 210 | 1,000 PR 110 237 227 { 1,000
Fort Pine ' .. 308§ 160 | 234 | tng | eoo| 306 | ayz | 226 | 206 | rooe
Monnt Gambler 371 163 267 195 | 1,000 i 176 10 211 | 1,000
Feterborough 377 160 250 198 | 1,000 351 190 228 210 | 1000
Welghted Average, 5 Tonns| 373 13} 240 202 { 1,000 350 205 225 211 | 1,000
Wastern nustralla— '
Yerth, uti. . . 3Bu 203 228 139 | 1woe | 371 210 L% 193 | 1,000
Knlgoorhc. ot . A74 227 T41 164 | 1,000 103 254 13 172 | 1,000
Naortham .. ‘e 108 107 21§ T | 1000 300 205 210 lgs 1,000
Tanbury . . 370 199 243" 179 | 1,000 307 21y a2y 184 | 1,000
Geraldton .- . 300 226 z1d 187 [ 1 ooo | 363 240 206 191 | 1,000
Weighted Average, 5 Towns| 280 204 228 188 | ryo0 | 30 a3 215 191 | 1,000
Tasmanin— :
Hobart .. e 360 223 245 172 | 1,000 387 235 224 3y | 1,000
Launemston .. e 306 153 259 170 | t,000 358 204 238 143 | 1,000
Burmie . . 190 1E7 237 170 | 1,000 353 20 225 133 | 1,000
Devonport . an a3 37 177 | 1,000 383 nh 2o 189 | 1,000
Queenstown .. .- J$00 75 260 162 | 1,000 3 98 ajz2 176 | 1,000
Weighted Average, 5 towns| 366 arz 250 172 | 1000 361 225 228 186 | 1,000
Weightcd Average for 1o
Tav ki) 212 213 193 | o00 | 364 b 17 198 | 1,000
Weinhterl Avaraue 6 Canltal
Cities . . ‘e 4 2141 218 194 | 1,000 | 363 | 2291 200 199 | 1,000
Townsville (Q.) {2} ve ] 393 106 | s3] iz jioeo) 382 | 209 21k | 395 1,000
Port Augusts (3.4 }Ha) . 414 159 230 197 | 1,000 4ol 165 2z 203 | 1,000

(g} Not induried in nbove Weighted Averagea



38 Retain Priox InpEx-Nousgry, 200 Towss.

§ 4. Retail Price Index~-Numbers, 200 Towns.

r. General.—~To supplement the information collected monthly for .
the 30 towns specified 1n the preceding seetions, o special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913, This
Investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 1z0. In
November, 1923, the humber was further increased to 170. Information in
regard to prices obtained in November cach year relates, at present,
therefore, to 200 towns. The results of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 {pages 26 to 33), and details respecting succecding
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

2. Results—1934 to 1936.—The basc of the index-numbers in the
following table is the cost of {feod and housing (all honses) in the six capitals
in 1gTI. This is to some extent arbitrary, inasmuch as the standard of housing
1a the bage itself differs from that used in the index-numbers, but the Jatter
are comparable throughout.

Column A shows the relative cost of food in the various towns; column
B the relative cost of food and rent of 4-roomed houses; and column C
the relative cost of food and rent of 5-roomed houses. The difference between
columns B and A, and C and A, represents in each case the relative rents
of 4-roomed and 5-roomed’ houses for each town. In comparing rents for
varions towns, therefore, these differences must first be ascertained in
order to make the necessary allowance for the differences due to food as
between towns.

R.eta.il Price Indsx-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groeeries, and Housing in 200 Towns,

(Base: Weighted averuge Cost of Food, roceries, and Rent of ANl Houses in Six
Caprtal Cilres, 1071 = 1,000.)

34 1935, 1936,
Novermber. Noveniber. hovemhm‘
. P, 5 ; S’ . PR ;.= . - N 3
etats and Town Y -Evg £5g B %“g EnE| 2 g"*g E“g
5 [§sii¥ss) 9 |Ee8|B=d| 5 {EcElEss
1:; sl g™ w; S| BaT | mg | SoR S350
52 |95y ic5gy 8% (€83 (%83 8% j°%9|e5y
b |GRE (328 <8 |08 | 92| gf {238 238
8c | %es|Bs3! 35 |Fe3ifms| 8: (E22|%qE
£S5 [E£45 (R38R &3 |KEA |88 | g3 |EE=R | K5
Kow South Walsy— A B Cc A B c A B c
Alurr . 836 | 1,280 | 1,364 836 | 5,310 | 1,408 goz | 13791 1,i8s
Armidzla . Sry | ride | 1,297 865 | 1,2z0 | 1,273 5y [ 1,212 | 1,30%
Ballina 846 | 1,TF5 1,280 855 | r,zz3 1 1,375 98 | 1256 | 1,374
Bathurst . .. 852 ) 1,717 | 1,270 887 | r.z20 ) 3o 832 | narr i ra4z
Bega .- .. 856 | 1,217 | 1,2B% 8¢6 | 1,258 | 1,370 gy | 1,303 L35
Berry . .. oo6 | 1,222 | 1,30I 020 { 1,315 | I,407 oo | 1,314 | 1,370
PBiackheath .. e 896 | 1,265 | 1,205 924 | 1,310 | T.335% ofd | orass | or41s
Bourie .. . 52 1 1,221 1,352 a0 | 1,24 1,328 201 i3s3 ] 1463
Bowral . . 376 | 1,220 | 6337 Bg1 | 125 1,392 WOz 1ora7s | 1,408
Broken Hnj .. . o7a ] 1313 | Le18 78 § 1,311 ] a8 | 1o2B oy nzsri o158
Caelry . s 83z | I,24¢ | 1,359 1,352 | 1,471 a3 | 1457 | L5317
Cesznock .. ‘e 834 | 1,163 | I,%48 ggg 1,170 { 1,258 dn 1,205 1f:85
Cobar .. ‘. t.018 | 1,217 1,298 } 1066 | 1,307 | g | Lod6 | 1,358 L1 r.3m
Cooma .. .e 881 | 1,204 1,343 943 | 1,208 | 7.436 026 1259 | 1354
Coohemble .. .- 927 | 1,2%4 | 2.338 66 | 1,313 | zg40t | 1002} 1332 ) T1968

—
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Index-Numbers—Cost of ¥ool, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, efe.—continued.

. 1934 1935, 1036,
Novenber. November, November,
g oW oS 4 P I P room
State and Town, s BBl 808 2 [EElE08| 5 (8.8]2.3
3| 8=3|¢g=2 § |gsB|8352 5 155315888
-l e el i | e (22T 2aR ] wa &SR | e
SE |SET|C5%| =& (©E%(<2%| 8 |S8E (&%
3% 355|958 32 (3330353 38 [3EEst
33 e 5= =4 c =
25 1852812828 £ |B32|f32 ) 25 (c82 1894
Hew Soulh Wales—eentd. A L c A H c A 4] c
Cootamundra - 831 ) 1,246 1 1,366 86§ | 1301 | 1,419 S5 | 1308} 2,510
Corntal .. .- 865 ) 1,253 { 1.3=1 875 | Lo | 4330 prr | 1500 | 1397
Cowra e . 851 | 2,313 | na4al 88g | 1344 | raqd goy | 1,361 | 1,532
Cranulln .. .. 877 | 5,286 | 2,418 905 | 1,350 | 1.456 azz § 01,382 | 1407
Dembiguln . .. g0 ) 1,256 | 1,401 930 { L2382 | 433 955 | I,310 | 5,48%
Duhbo .. . 812 | 1,3t | 1,372 887 | 1302 1,008 893 | 1,353 | 1,481
Forhes * . o BGH | 1,289 | 1,494 930 | 1375 { 1576 gob 1 1,347 | 1,533
Gugatdrs .. . 891 ) L2230 | 1,253 olg 3 13¢5 | 1,307 glo | 1,357 | 1.430
Glen Innes . .- Gor | rn16z | 1,288 850 | veae ] 1,366 857 | L2685 | 1,307
Goutburn ., . 868 | 1,306 | 1.345 Bgr | 1,351 [ 1,377 g00 | 2,353 | 1 300
Graften e o 823 | 1,281 | 1,440 86y 1 1402 | r.553 oo | 1320 1,604
Grenfclit .. ‘e Byg [ 1,293 | 2,41 87y | L3So{ 1a’r B2 | 1,382 | 151
Griflith o , 950 | 1,897 | 1,884 gt | 1,715 | 1,316 ggo [ 1L,7R5 | 1873
Gulgong v ca B23 ¥ 1,300 | 1,132 Bivg 1,191 1,266 D 1,230 5,319
Gunhedah .. .- 816 { 1,177 | 1,343 Bra | 231} 1410 887 | £330 | 1458
Hay +e . a45 1,203 1,160 13 T3y [,524 580 .00 r.574
Tnverell . .. §31 | 1.306 | 1,382 fo3 | %z | rsm Bag | 1,365 | 1,813
Junce . 861 { t.ar1 | 1,499 872 | 1,382 | 1,510 ogzz | 1398 | 157z
Eatoombn ., . 877 | 1.427 ] L,525% 913 | 1,462 | 1,566 432 | 18| stk
Kempacy . . 8353 | 1,238 ] 1,357 Bas | 253 | t3e2 B3a | 1257 | 1,378
Kiama .. . a35 1,225 T2l a33 1,251 1,461 AR 1,281 1,478
EKurei Kwin ., o 86t | rro7 | 5102 31 | zirq | 9,180 B8y | L4z | 1,213
Lretan - . 893 1,486 .fizo 933 1,591 1,72z aq1 L.59 1,754
Lasmire . .- Be3z [ 1,300 | 1,455 878 | rair | rn3ac 933 | 1.45 5.648
Jathgow .. « ] Bog | razib| nray goy | LiFB ] L8 852 | 1027 | 1,078
Maitland .. . Bsa | xv28 | 193 A7y | Lim b o125y 876 1 nLaz23 | 1,333
Motee .. .- G251 40 | r.57% 933 | T.Meq | 1021 o5z | 1,548 | 1,667
Moza Vale .. .- 856 1 1,246 [ I,330 880 | 325 | 1,418 By 1,347 | 1,476
Mudgee .. . 814 § 1,27 1,333 863 | 1,336 | 1,306 884 | 1,246 | 1,430
Narrall .. . 685 | 1,321 1 1,364 924 | 5368 | t.0p 942 | 1436 | 1520
Norrnndera ., . 893 | 3,406 | 1,490 g0y | 1uagh | 1,541 o | 1,535 | 1,643
Newcastle .. . Baq | 1,284 | 1,397 927 | 1.356 | 1.467 915 | 344 | 460
Nowra .. . B85 | .G} 1,420 49 | 143 | 1,545 047 | 1.407 | 1,367
Qrange .. .- 14 1,219 § 1,361 1 1,283 | 1403 856 | 1,200 | 1442
FParkes .. .- 847 ] 1220 § 1350 888 | 1,227 | nan o5 | 1307 | 1,470
Tennth © .. . 820 | 133 | 1200 840 1 1,204 | 1,377 862 § 1220 | 1,372
Tort Hemlla . acl 1,276 1,374 013 [,35%6 1,412 056 1,428 1,463
Portiand . N 835 | 1,148 | 1,214 908 | 17 (334 go3 3 L33 | T7s
Quennbryan. . .o 895 | 1,208 1,275 931 L2699 | 1,397 453 1,30% 1,400
Qmirlngi .. e go0 | I.242 | 1,381 gre | 1253 | 1,358 grz , 1,250 | 10t
Riehmond .. 884 | 1,208 { 1,341 8y0 | 1,208 | 1,3/ B6o | 1353 | 1,450
Beone . . 852 1,203 1380 1113 1.302 1,414 - neh 1,347 1,430
Hingleton .. . Bar | e | 1,224 Bro | 1,258 | 1,204 H50 1 1,244 f 1321
Bydney e .- 8B | 1,316 | rarg Bgb | T840 | T4 fon 1.363 1,473
Tamwnorth .. .e 826 | 1,88 | 1,303 840 | 206 | 1,300 848 | 1,90 1,405
Tarce e .. 827 | .06 | 132 893 | 1zo7 | 1507 gon | 1,418 | 1.szo
Temora .- . B4x | 1.328 | Trq16 846 | 1394 | 1.4%0 Bby | 1,514 1.507
Tenterfleld .. e fra | 1,277 { 1,235 Brs | 1,287 | 1334 art 1,328 T,42%
Tumut .. . 253 | 3.324 | r.4m2 76 ) 1348 | 1,437 85z | 1.ahbs | 1468
Ulmatrs .. o 872! 1,267 | 1,398 897 | 1202 | 1.423 930 | 133 | 13531
Wapgs Wagen N 83n ] 1,342 § 1,500 880 | 1404 | 1357 Bas | 1,411 | 1570
Walcha .. .. BBo 1 1,238 | 1.zo4 976 1 1,344 } 1,473 Sga | s,2h5 | Iair
Wetlington .. . £7s 1,237 1,283 Bot 1,225 1,207 Az 1,244 1,300
Weston . .. 8314 | .30} 1,170 86c | ‘1,153 | 1.20% 870 | 1071 | 1221
Windsor .. . Bao 1 1074 | 1,356 £95 | 1372 Laot 890 | La3go | Lasb




40 Reram Prrce Isprx-NoOMBERS, 200 Towns.

Indez-Numbers —Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towms, efc.—coniinued.

N _ 1934, 19335, _ 1g36.
November, Hovember. Nevembet,
‘ _.,_ g 8 ) ;g . g . A
8tate nnd Town. = 'E'*% E""g E g *g g“"g’ = % w2 %'}’ﬁ
s F A W 2 b= L =3 e
o5 |52 | B38| o5 | E32| 35| o | 55E 250
5% 195¢ =83 | 52 (533|583 =5 [©FT (©E3
3 SRR gEE B |s5E 56| =28 SR S8
B |Z25|%z8| B5 |Bui|FwE| B8 [Fme|izg
<AL} Eal |mat | B | &a EEE | BHE | Ral |mRal
New Soulh Wales—eonfil. A B c A I c A B c
Wollongong . . .. 8so | 1,307 | 1419 873 | 1354 | 1,480 808 | 1,462 | 1,650
Wyalong .. . 858 | 1,187 | 5253 go7 | 5,236 | 1302 916 | I245 | 1301
Yass o e Bs6 | 1,250 1,202 Bgs | 23| n30 881 | 1,421 [ 1,507
Young .. .. Bo& | 310 | 1,367 goo | 1,317 1,378 888 | 1,343 | 1,447
Woighted Avernge for f
State {74 Towna) .. 781 1,303 | 1,401 §98 | L334 | 1,437 g0a | 1,359 | 1,400
Viztorla—
Ararat . .. L7z | nzoz | 1,333 got | 1247 1,361 966 | 1,307 | 1,960
Bacehug Marsh .. 830 { LI7S | L2447 863 | 1,206 | 1,26% 006 | 1,233 | 1,323
Balrnsdale .. Spr | raér | 133s g8 | 1237 | 1,369 926 | L270o | L4ib
PBatlarat .. .- 848 ). 1,120 | 1,264 861 | 1,173 | 1,310 o1y 3 204 | 1,208
Beechworth . . . 856 § 1,052 | 1,091 87z | 1,068 | 1,234 o32 | 1,228 | 1,300
Benalla .- . 874 | 1200| 1334 895 | 22| rau 927 | 1,273 | 1,401
Bendigo L .. 836 | 1841 1,374 %55 | 200 | L.313 gor | 1,280 | 1349
Cemperdown . 857 | 1,236 | 1,382 894 ! nusB | 1,418 908 § 1,265 | 1,910
Costerton .. .. 7o | 81| 1,340 8go | Lzrs | 1,35: 935 | 1,330 | 1409
Castlemnineg .. Bifi | 1,104 { 1,198 d7z | 12081 1,239 dgo | 1,219 | 1,320
Colac eo | oBse] mera| maza| 861 ma2e6 | raoz | 8871 rs4s | nage
Creswick . .. 8a1 ofo | 1041 882 | 1eg0 | 1,003 gog | 1,036 | 1,088
Davleaford . e 831 | 041 | 1,118 856 | 1,067 | 1144 838 ) 11235 1,100
Dunolly .. . B36 | 1047 | L083| 880 | 1087} a1z 936 | L16o | 1232
Krhoea e s 826 | 11359 1,283 868 | 1,184 ] 1,m16 dg0 | 1,217 | 1,382
Euroa e .. 845 1,042 | L3351 800 1 nzig | L3 gar | 1.269 | 1,394
Geelong . . o8 | ryz | 332 838 ] 237 | 1430 Byr | 207 | 1,480
Ilamilton ., e 847 | 5,258 | La3og goe (_I,27z{ 1,368 9o | 1,335 { 1,483
Healesville .. .. 861 | 1,124 | LZt0 875 |" 1,151 9 1,236 939 | Lize7 | 1,334
Horsham .. .. 8431 1231 | L3ez 019 | 53 446 975 | 150 | 1,069
Kerang .- 862 | 1,2% | 1,208 915 ¢ I,303 | 1,343 932 | I3 1,419
Koroit .. i 848 | t,erg | 1,r6y 877 | 1,135 | 1,201 88a | 1,144 | r,2a8
Korumbuzra. . .. 8> 114z | 1,274 824 | na¥e | 1.3::2 Spg ] 12z | 1,346
yneton . . 297 | 1088 | 1,227 827 | L3t | 1,248 oG | 1,36 | 1,357
Lilydale .. ‘e 8§58 | 2180 ] 1,252 8go | t,219 | 2,284 9311 L3eo | L34z
Mailra ." . 826 | nyso | 1,247 869 | T,198 | 1296 o49 | 1278 ] 1,10
Malklon . .. 8711 1,003 | 1,068 So3 | 1,054 { 1114 g2z | ¥,a00 | 1,108
Maryberough .. 826 1 1.087 | 1,206 855 | a2z | 1,230 635 | 5223} 6375
Melbourae .. . w05 | 1207 | .40 839 ] 1,268 | 1,308 877 | 1,341 | 1,408
Miltlura . . o917 | 1,483 | 1,650 950 h Lsso | 1714 o038 | 1576 | n73p
Horwell . .. 86r | 1,287 | 1370 887 | 1,308 | 1,400 904 | 3,301 | 1,333
Khiit - e 808 { 1214 ] 1,320 ofiz | 1,201 | 1.50% 1,007 | 1,312 | 1,966
Orbost . o 857 | r.I4g ! 1,305 9I5| Ta45 | 1,376 9o | 1,281 | 1,397
l‘ortlnpd . .. 47 | 1236 ) 1,200 qo8 | 1213 ) 1,280 gag | 240 | 1,370
Port Falry | .. 8z4 | ni2y ] 1252 8631 1,162 } 1,258 o8 | 1,203 | 1,307
St Arnaud .., .. 807 | nozaf 1,348 ozl | T290 | 1308 980 | 1330 | 1400
Sale e .. 826 | 217 [ 1,303 Brr { 1273 | 1,379 od | 1,330 | 1,492
Seymour . . 853 | r2rh | 1,321 p26 | Lago | n3sr |- o0 | 1,333 | 1451
Shepparton .. .. 8aF | n238 | rLage 8h3 t 1313 | 1432 910 | 1,382 | 1,511
Staweil .. o w07 | LIs7 | Lzr0 954 | L2522 | r.348 999 1,310 1,436
Swan J1L .. .. Bs7 | 1,387 | 1,568 #20 [ Lagb | 1,544 a6z | T4 | 1,66p
Terang .. - 863 | 1,218 | 2,5¢8 b1 | 1200 | 1.428 g8 1,208 | 1,430
'll:aralgon . .. B2 | 1,087 | 1,348 859 | 1,216 | 1,366 8B3 | 1,206 | 1,357
“Yangaratt.a . e §:8 | 1,703 | 1,40z 870 | 1,356 | 1,432 026 | I.344 1,525
Warrncknsaireat .. 30 | z.as7| 1,258 871 | 1zo0| 1,282 a0 26z | 1339
“iarragul .. . 799 | L.344 | T.S01 Bz6 ] 13x0 | 1,502 871 | 1,38r 1,507
t:'::rum:;ggboul o ggé 1,252 :,33? 364 1,274 | r.430 839 | 1,318 | 1,430
] . | ‘e 1,15 1,307 47 I,11 1,21 z 1,26, 2
Weighted  Average  for 3 3 . 7 ° i . 20 A
Btate (48 Towna) . Bos | 1,203 | 1,334 846 | 261 | 1,391 835 | 1333 | 1458
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Tndegz-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groteries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued.

1934, 1935. 1930,
. November. November, November.
. : L B g, B . TR L 4,81 g, 8
Stale nnd Town. ERERE tvg o ‘E'g %“S i ‘2""5 Y
B |8e2 gus| & [EeE[ 855t 9 | Eu2|ing
- suT | 2 =) ge— | 2 = 22| B
R JET|0ET el 1589 | 587 22 | 58% |58
L] - L - - o I e = . <
38 19551958 | 3% |98 923 38 =588
o =] =
: S8 4821892 | &5 |23 | g2 8 [=52 | L84
A B c A B C A B C
Queensiand--
¥r . . 862 | 1,304 | 1,448 86g 3 1,321 | 1,574 586 | 1,328 | 1,47z
Barcaldine . .. 928 | 1303 | 1,337 983 | 1,352 | Laoo | Tote ) 1,372 | 1,414
Ligwea . . 935 | nL2%4 | 1,383 932 | 1,387 | 15,370 950 | 1,300 | 1,322
Bnsbane . .. 765 | iz | 1,196 822 | t,175 | 27 J03 | 1.249 | L.347
Lundaberg .. .. 703 | Los2 | 1118 835 | 1,122} 1,18 g0 | 1,147 | 1,313
Caitns . .. 881 | na4zd | 1,598 934 | Ty | 1,605 963 | 5,334 | 1,728
CharleviMe ., .. g9z8 | 1339 | 1511 ) o000l 1438l 1614 ) ez | orS3rponz48-
Chatters Towers .. B45 1,036 | 1,170 933 180 | rI.28% 930 1,160 [,t22
Chillagoe .. . gbr | 1,159 | Iair 948 { 1,145 | 1,908 gh1 | 1,161 1,226
Cloncurry” .. .. g7 | Lagd | 1461 | roBs | rarg) 1,568 [ 1,081 | rs50z| 1,508
Cooklown . o o6 | ez | wn266 | ros | Lase | rneis | nesd | Tzop | T
Cunuamalls .. . gar | 1,336 | 1,463 §77 | Lart 1,50% obd 5Lats 1,549
Dalby . .. oo | 069 | ra26: 850 | r2scl 7,348 916 | 1.331 | 1,309
Gnyndah .. . 834 | n,119 g 1218 896 | 1,192 f 1317 958 | 1,23z | Lar7
Gladstone .. .. 81z | 1,155 | 1,260 Brr | x237 ) 1,336 g17 | 1,290 | 1,382
Goondiwindi. . .. #65 | T.290 | 1,399 026 | 1,384 | r.463 agbz | 1,357 | 1,489
Gympic . . 814 | 1,139 | 1,268 g3 { 1,213 | 1,350 So4 | 51,206 ) I,3510
Hughenden . .. 938 | 1,346 | 1,431 ob8 | 1,375 | 1,401 glo | 1,3ge | 1,506
Touisfail .. .. 955 | T,400 § t,624 453 | 53] rh7e [ o35 | o500 | ooyey
Tpawich .. . 78% 1,002 1,120 B26 | 1041 1,177 863 1,173 1,278
Longreach . .- gro | 314 | 452 T30 | 1a78 | rszz | 1,043 | T370 | §,525
Mackny o . 850 | 1,267 | 1,416 g(B 1,379 | 1,554 946 ] Ta28 | 1,004
Maryborough .. 761 | 1,090 | I[,200 it | 1,165 | 1,278 Bz | 1,217 | 1,322
Mount Morgan .. 875 | Los9 { ror: goo | 1,035 | 1,098 030 | 106z | 1,23%
Nambeur . .. Bo% | 1,008 { 1,177 Brg | royz | o1,26s ghg l a7 1,269
Hockininpion . 805 | Lag3 | 1165 883 | 5198 | 1,245 gie | n223 | L2
Ltotnn .. s 866 | r,016 | 1,208 @24 1 T,2206 | 1,mg2 532 | =7 | 1,368
Stauthorpe .. .. 816 | ra72 | 1,237 845 | maev | 1247 60 | 5,276 | 1,268
Toowpombn .- 732 | n111 | 1,749 o1 | Labb | 1,283 G845 | 2do o108
Townaville . . Bbo | 1,257 | 1,364 934 | 13337 L430 952 | 1,393 ) Ta78
Warelck .. . r5g | o057 | iz B34 | 1,134 | 1246 86y | 1062 | r,223
Winton .. 568 1,244 1,395 bt 1,270 1,403 1,002 1,359 1,502
Weighted Average for . .
Btate (32 Towna) .. v87 | raz7 | 1214 dyg | 1,201 | 1,300 886 | 264 | 1,361
South Austealla—
Adelaido ‘e .. 815 | 1159 | 1450 826 | 1,193 | 1,313 Baz § o124z § 1,378
Freehngr - .. . o9 | rorz | 1,138 847 | Liro | ‘La7é 867 | 1030 | 1,196
Gawler . .. 818 | 20735 | 1,382 8r3y | 10085 | 1,181 858 | 07 | 1,247
Hadwna, cks N 8oy | 1006 | 1,130 o014 | 1,097 | r,afi4 938 | r,uiB | r,a04
Kapundo .. .. 803 gB1 | rore 835 | T,o46 | 1,116 B55 | 1,006 | 1,138
Kooringa .. o 832 | 1128 § 1,244 arg | razr| 1,348 926 1 1,228 | 1,37%
Mlllicent . 849 | 1,102 | 1,244 47 | 1,087 | 1,264 #6a | 1207 ) 1279
Mount Gambier . 791 | Lobs | 1,204 45 |* 1,142 | 1,253 &s8 | 1,155 | 268
Murray Bndge .. 770 neas | 1,123 803 | r035 | 1137 B17 | teor6 | 1,193
Teterborough .. 848 | 1,212 | 1,289 8601 1,225 1 1,302 896 | 1,258 | 1,359
Poré Aupgusts . gro | Lazoz | 1,326 939 | I.234 | 1359 975 | 1,270 | 1,408
Port Pirie .. 856 | 1,62 | rz7s B854 1 1,166 | 1,279 14 1,265 | 1,370
Quorn . . 844 | 1,160 | 1,229 893 1 heozz | neys 86 | 3,180 | 1,314
Renmark .. s 956 | 1,334 | 1,396 96g | 1,373 | L447 968 | 1,402 | 1,400
Yictor Harbour AN 833 | 1,162 | 5,381 855 | 5,260 | 1,345 884 | 1,290 | r,434
Weighted Averags for
. Stote {15 Towns) .. 820 | 1,154 | 1,28 §33 | 1188 | r30% 856 1 1,236 § 1,360
Waestarn Australla— .
Alhany . .. oty | 238 | 1,354 g30 | 1,250 | 1,391 G44 ) L35 | Lo
Beverloy .. i 920 | L336 | 1413 917 | T334 | 1437 ab? | 1,394 [ 1493
Tridgetown .. . o67 | 1,278 | 1,30% oBa | 335 ] Taq0 | Tweb ! rTari ] 1400
Broome A . a1y § by | 1375 ) orzosz | 1,663 | 1,861 1243 | 1,644 | 1,703
Bunbury .. .. 88g | 1,204 | 1,579 Boo | 1,30p § I,524 or0 | 1,386 | Lars
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Inlex-Numbars—Cost of Fooll, Grosaries, snd Housing in 200 Towns, efo.-—continmued,

1934, 1933, 1936,
November. Noveinber. Novembrer,
i 816, 3 g, 8g.8 g8 4,8
State anid Town. = %*g -g-hz = :_Ei‘ ] “:’-’r§ %\- Eaz g“g
= Gux o =] L N=] - der 3 -
‘ JE[EE2)Esg) B E%a Bt 8 | £%2) £is
22 1 CEg|8Ez| 52 |Sfz|ek3| if [2:3cis
P(gmEie=d 98 | ¢8| o5k | 58 (972|478
B |$28|3we| 32 |Ew2ifzs| 82 [3=3] Es8
25 |283 1252 €5 |28z {E€8=| £5 |58 | ==
Whaslern Australia—euuf:f A B ¢ A B ° A B C
Urruarvon .. 1,062 491 1,621 1.08r | 1,500 1,046 T30 | 1033 L3745
Liollie .- god | L2471 1,220 o | 1,285 { 1,36: Gy {127l L3173
tieraldton . .. B0 | 1,381 ] 1,497 885 | 1,343 | 1,525 | 101! 1,521 ) 1,649
ureenbushes 053 1,121 1,150 096 | 1,128 1174 1,011 1043 1,132
I algourte and Boulder W47 | 1,576 1,050 ) 1033 S0 | tzez | nese | 12y | nbom
Katanning .. 889 | 1193 ] 1108 873 | 1,202 | 1,314 g3L b 1,286 | 13496
Lliecnore and Gwalia .. 1147 05 ABg | nr52 | T4Br| rsab | zcon }orseo )l 1,508
Meciabharra. . .- 1,103 | 1585 39 e | nbed i ryoo | 204 | 1664 | 1,513
Narrogin . . 919 Wy 521 900 | 1403 | 1,448 239 | Lase | 1.109
Northam ee - . ayo | 1,203 1,159 Bys S0 1.401 g58 | 372 1.451
Terth and Fremantle 856 | rnIsy | s 835y | 1359 | T.a53 oon | 332 | 1a1g
Wagin .. ‘e Ao | Lt | 1222 901 JI00 | 1,267 o7y | L8 | 1,326
4 .. .. 844 o | 1233 995 Li4e | 1,293 Agt 1,235 1,288
Weighted Avernge  for
Btate (18 Towns) 878 | 1,28t | 1,374 Bre | 1,269 1 1,397 g | t.aGo | 1,553
Tasmenla— ‘ .
JNeaconsield - 843 ofiB | 1,0% 461 3 1,033 | 1,124 »855 | e8] Ligs
Burala 864 | T.222 } 13I8 k8L | r,3%% | 1,319 030 ] 1,314 1,426
Lumplnelliown A58 1 1,100 | [,Isg gos | 1,456 1 1274 nrs | oragh | 1m0
Telorajne .- 810 | ‘1159 | I.iRs Bz | 1248 | 1.184 Sy7 | norro | .23z
Devanpurt .. .. 870 | n2o6| 1,354 468 | 1,291 [,25% gy | 1,332 | RaFT
Franklin .- . a3h | 1,173 ] 1,332 oe3 | raBs | 1,250 o1y | razr | 1z
FHabart . 856 | 1,300 | 1,435 B33 | I,288 | 1,419 ga | 1,390 | 1.504
Launceston . . Baz? 1,210 1,343 Bys 1,236 1,343 S8n 1,299 Lqt2
New Norfolk . 866 | a8z | 234 8%y § 1,242 | 1,20% ord | 36l 17y
Queenstown . o6r | 1,356 | 5,418 o048 1 gy | 1413 abg | 1,388 | 1,00
8ecottadale .. By 1,047 | 1,159 Bzz | 1000 | 1,15z H38 N3] 1265
Vilverstone .. a8 | 1,196 | 1,020 456 | r,r8y 1 1.2ar 33 | L2l | 103
Zechane .. . oty | neig |onazsy g3 | Lag9o | I.zzz | 1,033 230 | 1,203
Weighted  Average for ’
State {1y Towns) Rxs | T.26r 1379 B8 | 1,262 1,373 a13 1,342 1.443
Territorfes {a)—
{anberra .. 96y | 1,330 :],638 9Bo | 1574 | 1636 go0 | 1832 | 1,067
Welghtad Averapos— -
Ausiralia (20 Tawns) 840 | 1,236 } (345 g6l | 1.27% 1.290 806G | (328 | t.442
Thirty Towns _ 837 | 1,239 | 1,349 863 | 1,274 1,991 Bo2 329 | 1442
Six Capltads .. .. 834 | 240 ] 1,352 B&l | 1,280 1,393 8ap | 1,332 | 1445

{a) Nor Ercluded In Welghtwd Averages.

3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index-
numbers for food wnd housing have heen given in the preceding pages, for the
six capitals, for the 30 towhs, and for the 200 towns.
based on monthly prices of food and quarterly rents, and the third on prices
and rents in the month of November.
base (November, 1913 == 1,000), aze given for the years 1921 to 1936 in the
next table. This shows that, since 1913, food prices have increased slightly
more in the capitals than in the larger groups of towns, while the increase

in housing bas been generally greater outside the capitals.

The first two are

The three scries, reduced to 8 common
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Retail Prices Indox-Numbers—November—Aunsiraiis,

P_mticulam. 1913. | 193L. 1 1431, | 1432 i 1933, l 1934. l 1933. | 1910,
Foob 4¥D GROCERIRS.

All Towna (200) . 1,000 } 1,578 ) 1,349 | 1,267 | 1,240 1,312 [ 1,356 ] 1,400

Fivo Towns in oa.ch Stat-s 1,008 | 1,597 | 1,343 | 1,264 | 1,240 | 1,314 { £,355 | 7,400

Capital Cities only <. | 1,898 | 1,588 {1,351 | £,270 | 1,248 | 1,324 § 1,305 | 1,410,
ReNT or 5-Roomen .Housns‘

All Towns (200} . 1,000 | 1,268 | 1,314 | 1,258 | 1,261 | 1,201 | 1,333 { 1,504

Five Towns in en.cl: Sta.ta £,000 | 1,270 | 1,288 | 1,233 | 1,239 | 1,279 | 1,304 | 1,358

Capital Citios only oo 1 L0080 | 1,268 | 1,220 (1,109 | 1,176 | 1,082 | 1,232 {1,286
Foop, GROCERIER, AND RENT. ‘

All Towns (200} . 1,000 | 1,461 | 1,336 | 1,264 | 1.249 | 1,304 1.348’ 1,308

Five Townas in ea.oh Sta.te oo | 1,000 ] 1,458 | 1,322 1,252 | 1,240 | 1,298 [ 1,336 | 1,384

Capita] Cities only .. | 1,008 | 1,455 | 1;301 | 1,229 ] 1,219 | £,209 | L3I1 | 1,350

The ﬂgums In the vertical columpe show the coat in hovemher of each venr eompared with November,
wpr3, for ** At Towns {z00) ** ** Five Towns in eoch State,”” aud * Capital Gitles oniy ** reapectivel y.

4. Rent Reduction Acis.—During the years 1931 and 1932 Acts were
passed in all States with the exception of l'asmania providing for reductions
of rents. The Acts were framed for the mest part on similar lines, and
enforced reductions up to 228 per cent. on rentals paid, subject to various
provisos which were more or less common to all Acts,

In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents Act r93r, came into
operation on gth October, 1931, and it has been extended up to 3Ist
December, 1938.

In Victoria, the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act 1931, came
into operation on 24th Deceraber, 1931, abd it las been extended up | to
23rd December, 1937.

In Queensland, the Lessees Relief Act 1931, was extended by Order in
Couneil to 3tst December, 1937,

In South Australia, the operation of the Landlord and Tenant {Rent
Reduction) Aet 1032, was extended to 30th June, 1937,

In Western Australia, the Reduction of Rents Acet 1931, continued to
operate until 313t December, 1935.
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers,

1. Wholesale Prices——Australia and other Countries.—The following
table gives index-mumbers of wholesale prices in the years 1929 to 1937
for Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1929 being taken
as base (=100). The figures have been taken chiefly from the Monthiy
Bulletin of Statistics published by the League of Nations.

Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries.
(Base : Year 1920 = 100.)

~ = 5
2l 2| 4 | & i
URITED z A |- E| 2] & .1 a o i
KERGDOM, & E EB 45| £ | 861 23 g 2 s
2| 5 [EER( S5 % |82|35| 2] 2| &
- A (REZ| S| o |8k | &2 & = o
PaR1op. T
.4251 =
z " <
N - - T S T -1 S T I RO R
3 (2] L3 [ ] = - o k] o = [z]
ES| 8 2| B g § |SEZ| 8 3| % g BB
82| & & = = € |a58| & P & € £ | €
1= I < =4 o |E=2 D & < =) < S
Averago.

Tozg .| 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 w60 | w0a | w00 | soo| veo | 100 | 100 | 001 toe
a1 .. 7| 73 FO £q 74 68 | 121 76 7o 8y &6 - 81

1932 .. w5 L 68 86 63 a5 108 7B 57 z gz 63 70
1933 . 75 70 08 83 59 Gz 99 £a 49 61 [ by 68
034 - e | 72 71 85 56 1+ 63 93 90 46 75 2 6o 72
1938 .. 78 74 74 84 63 63 92 92 a5 82 92 51 74

1936 .. 83| 78 79 84 & G5 | 1o4 08 40 73 93 o6 76
1936 VI 81 74 76 8y &7, 64 102 % a4
VIL

i 2 qz 6o 76
82 76 7R B it &5 103 Gi 14 72 93 62 P
vIi 83| vB 78 iy 64 £4 ] 103 58 14 71 93 Gy 70
1X 8y | 79 8o 2] 7o 65 | ez 99 15 73 o4 67 76
X 86 %o B a5 70 Gk 105 101 50 72 95 75 26
XI 86 gy 33 55 72 [ 103 3oz 2 z 96 74 0
X1 88 £6 80 &6 7% G7 11y 103 53 72 07 83 77
1937 L. a0 Bz 53 a7 77 0 116 104 50 76 100 8BGO 77
g1 89 Sa 173 7y 7 118 106 [ 78 103 Bs 77
. . = .
& = a w & & 2 o g1°
e | g |EElE| 5] 5| & |gs|EE| B 5| .32k
= | 3iE%| 8| 5| 2| E|E5| B2 B | 5| B3{5Bk
I3 s =3l s | & & % | w3 28| = [Z R < F=0"3=)
PRRELOD.
E | - - =5 §...£’ 5 :

a = | = K] 208 8 3 =
SigR|EE|E|E| &g |28 |22 d
=1
25 83|38 18|88 | S| §| & (a3 §| &) 5| 8

Average. .
1929 o 100 | (0G| 100 | 100 | 100 | 10D | 100 100 100 100 100 [1111]
931 .. 78 70 7 2| 28] 101 79 78 77 79 75 9l 6
1953 .. 73 al &3] 8= § a9 78 -1 78 7o Bz i
1093 .. G7 8z 63 82 61 05 76 63 60 78 L 48 §o
1934 .. 65 81 ] 63| 83| 48 97 Br 64 79 82 75 90 88
1935 . 71 &g 62 [ Bs 55 101 83 64 54 82 75 94 8z
1936 .. da o0 Gy 00 56 . 36 68 u5 48 78 a3 85
1936 VI. So L1 z &g 56 101 &y 05 LEY 85 Fli] o4
VII. 78 9o | 63 Lo | 56 . 85 [ gs 86 FL LT 83
VIIL o ar 63 a0 56 85 66 86 B8 8o 95
1X. 3o gL 03 [} 57 . &y 69 55 gz 8o b
X 81 ar o8 a1 =8 L1] 73 86 &8 Br ob 8s
XL B2 9 jo i g2 58 8q 75 &7 4o B1 af
XII1 Lk G 7L 94 59 .. 90 6 g4 89 83 97
19371 84 106 73 g Gr - oz 77 Qo 91 65 a7 87
85 fres | 74 en| 62| .. 94 79 o1 90 Ry 99
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries—The following tables
give index-numbers of reteil prices for (i) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and {ii) {oodstufis only. For the countries included, the
prices for the year 1929, are taken as base (= 100}. The figures, which
bave been taken chielly from the Lcague of Nations Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics, and the International Labour Office Yeur Book of Labowr Stalistics,
sliow merely the fluctuations in prices in cach country, and are not comparable
horizontally.

Iodoz-Nombers of Refail Prices in various Countries.

{Buse : Year 1920 = 100.)
(i COST OF LIVING*

a 4 A g a : ;: .
ae 2 [ - e 3] - . o 8
Petlod. s | B z g2 3 % g = % 4
BE 5 2 = % 2 4 a & B
i 4 ) 8 F = Iz £ - =g
No. of Tewns and . Amstes-
Localities, 68—509 | Vienoa 0 100 2L Iaris. 72 50 Toklo | dam.
1025 .. . 100 100 100 100 100 100 106 [112] 100 160
1931 .. . 90 90 93 89 2y 102 88 iz 75 90
1932 . . 38 97 By 89 84 5] 78 B3 75 8y
1933 . 85 9% 83 a3 .1 94 7 B 8a 83
ITYram . 86 95 7% ab o 03 70 76 8z 83
1935 .. . By 94 8o 99 81 g7 do 77 8y &
536 .. ea 35 o B85 100 8z g1 81 83 g4 9
193H—
March Qir, .. 8y 0% 13 109 ar 87 81 1 gz | 3
Jone  ,, .. 53 o 83 o0 Jo fg 81 b2 a3 78
Sept. . . ag 44 Ay IGi ar ol i Bz &8 79
Dee. ., .. 02 93 11 1071 83 07 &r fs 83 )
19037— ’
March Qtr, .. 92 91 o 103 . =1 §1 86 LT 8o
: ] d|s
] 3 o & X i f X
- a . 8 a | A 4
Perlod. S| 8 z | 18| 84| & |Bs| 5.3 zz8
= 3 E a | 82| B E (55 & | & d|2E
2 o & & 3] e -1 o ] @ | &g
= ~ Wi ] Wi = L = [+ e | 2w
Mo of Townsand | 33 War- |Madrid | 49 3¢ |51y | 30 | Bom-| 6o 28 9
Localities BAW. bay.
1929 .. . 1] [L11] [Lih] 100 1] 10 100 100 fo0 | 100 190
1931 e z 83 107 94 9% ¥4 85 74 90 90 93
1532 .. .. a0 27 103 92 BG 79 81 73 83 8 92
953 .. .. £q 7o 0 oI 34 76 78 & 79 79 58
4 . . Bo 66 102 -3 S0 79 8o 6% 79 81 §7
1935 . .. a1 63 99 a2 8o 81 -4 68 8o 11 1)
1936 .. - B3 [ . 93 81 bX] 83 659 81 46 8o
1930—
March QLr .. g2 59 ar 03 At 84 Bz 68 S0 B4 L]
Jone . .. 03 [ .. 93 1 53 8z &7 Bo B84 g
Sept. .. .. a3 6o . L 8t S 83 60 81 37 §
Dee. ., .. a3 61 .. 93 2| - 8n 1 7o Bz 88 By
1937—
March Qtr. .. o6 61 .. 95 LT a7 B o .3 59 8y
" With the followinz exce tlons t.«he index- numbers i.n the above table ate based on the coak
of food, housing, clot.hing an itams : nnd Japap, exclusive of housing;
Switzerlsnd and British Todia, lusive of miscell items ; Netherlands and Bpain, exclusive of

aething and rent.
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Index-Numbers of Reinil Prices in Various Countries—ocont nucd.

{Hase : Year 19290 = 100.)
(i PRICES OF TFOODSTURES.t

- = - = L a . | .
=%~ [ = 2 ] = . e
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Loculithes, $8-509 | Vienuay 5o 100 a1’ | Tarle. 7t Milan. { Toklo. | dam.
927 .. . T04 ¢8 95 103 99 92 o8 -1 104 100
1928 ., ve 102 o8 o5 [ {7 107 a1 48 [%) 160 Tay
1929 .. e 100 100 G0 [{(1] 100 109 10 190 100 1
w90 .., . 24 97 a6 ot 86 194 94 24 85 L&)
0y .. .. 133 8a Bz Br *r 105 By 8z 74 -1
1932 . . G2 o bq 9 8o 94 T4 78 78 74
1933 .. N 78 5 1] 8: 2o 92 71 71 79 T
1934 .. .. 7% &3 15} o ki 93 96 20 Bi 76
93% .. .. a1 81 G¥ 94 2 83 77 72 84 i3
1936 .. . 8 83 73 95 8o 90 sy 77 gf 73
1935~ )
Aptl “ 77 Ba Gr N il ‘e 76 rt -1 ..
T .. 75 8o b2 . 58 0y 77 72 82 .
Juna . 8z B4 65 95 h] .. 8 73 2o ¥z
July v 8z B4 &6 e a . 7% b 81 ‘.
Aupnst . 81 LY o7 . fia o o) ¥z 85 ..
Seplesmber .. By 83 71 04 1 . k2] ‘e 87 71
Oelober . 85 8y 71 . 5y . sy . 13 ..
November .. 11 8y 75 .. .1 8z 77 A .13 .
Irecoinbar . L-H B4 1 o4 83 .. 78 .. ar 73
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Localitics. $ saw ¥ Lay. |} 3 ®
1927 .. . 110 105 104 101 101 102 06 | 103 97 97 103
1928 .. . 106 103 a7 163 101 af 95 99 ] 103
1029 .. . 100 100 100 100 1ca 100 163 [{U lg 100
e .. . 46 86 103 93 97 9z 90 92 'L 1) ab
1931 ., . aa 76 Toy -] 90 75 kg 70 F L¥] ot
193t .. . a5 67 103 8y 8o Gy 77 o .7 oy B3
1933 .. .. 53 60 100 i 75 [ EE by 63 ¥2 13
934 - o Eq L3 o2 5t i 71 r5 o e 76 e
918 .. . B 51 99 85 73 b 4 63 7o 8z L]
1036 . e 91 50 .- ] 77 73 o G4 73 86 83
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April . .13 40 10g B3 s 58 5 &1 &8 1.1} o
Moy .. 86 50 00 85 HL 78 "7 63 60 2] go
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+ Extracted from 1.L.0». Year Eook of Labour Statisties.



