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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX 
- JUNE QUARTER, 1954. ' , 

1. , • This summary contains the Interim Retail Price Index for the six State 
capital cities for Junp quarter, 1954> in comparison with earlier periods. 

2. , .The index was described in S. S.265 of 24 th Maroh, I954. I t has been 
compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1953-54 and for each quarter from September, 1952. 
The l i s t of items covered by the index i e representative of a high proportion of 
expenditure of wage-earner-households. The weighting pattern and the l i s t of 
component items in. the Interim Index, are relevant to conditions now current. Those 
of the "C"- Series Retail Price Index are relevant to the pre-war pattern'of wage ' 
earner expenditure and consumption, . , 

3. The'list of items in the Interim Index is more comprehensive thari that*' 
of the' "0" Series Index arid some of the principal food Weights and group weights 
d i f fer substantially from those used in the "C" Series Index.- . , 

4. ®ie group indexes and the aggregate Interim Retail Price Index are 
shown, belowj-:- ' ' , • • • 

TABLE I i INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES .: -

-, Weighted Average of Six Capital- Cities " 
. . . (Base Year 1952-53 = -100) —-' " 

. . • - " ' • ', Period • Pood • Clothing & 
. Drapery Rent Other- - - • 

• Items 
Total 

AIT "Groups 
..Year andsd June..-

19.51- . 67.9 7,8.1 90.3 - 76.-3- • - -74.-9 
1952 . 89.4 93.8" 92.6 91.3 91.4 
1953-. 100.0 100; 0 100.0 100,0 . 100.0 

1954 ; 103.7 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.5 

Quarter -

1952 September 99.8 98.0 97-0 98.7 98.8 
.December 98.5 9^ * 99.0 100.0 99-3 

1353 Maroh '100.0 100.4 101.4 100.6 100.4 
June 101.7 102.0. 102.6 100.7 . 101.6 

.... September - 103.9 101.5 103.3 101.0 102.'4 
' Deoember 103.4 101.6 103,9 ,100.5 . 10.2.2 

1954 'March 104.0 • 101.8 ' IO4.9 101.,2 102.7 • 
June • 103.7 101.5 107.7 .100.9 102.7 . 

5« The next table shows the aggregate Interim Retail Price Index for each 
of the six State oapital o i t i es individually in, comparison with the wsighted average 
index for the six State capitals oombineds-
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2. 

TABLE I I ; INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX 
FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED 

(Base of Index for Each City and for Six Capital Cities s 
Year 1952-53 =*-100.) :..„',/ 

Period Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Six Capital 
Cities (a) 

Year ended June -
1951 74.6 . 75.2 76/4 74.7 ' 74. 5 73.1 74'. 9 
1952 • '91.7 .. 91.0 92.7 . . 90.9 90.7 89.9 91.4 
1953 100.0 100,0 100.0 lOO'.O' ' -100,0 100.0 100,0 
1954 102.2 102,4' . 103.0 'lQ2'.'0 y ' 103., 9 106.6 102,5 

Quarter -
1952 September 93.6 98.6 99.3 ' •99.7 98.8 97.2 98,8. 

December 99.4 99-2 99.4 . • 99.0 99.3 97.8 99.3 
1953 March 100.5 100.3 100,2 100.1 100.4 101.8 100.4 

June 101.5 101.8 101.1 101,2. „ 101.& 103.2 101.6' 
September 102.2 102.6 102.0 102.1 ' 102.7 106,9 102.4' 
Dec ember 101,8 102.2- 103.1 101.7 102.2 107.4 102,2 

1954 March 102,6 102.4 103.8 • 102,0 103. 3 106.7 102.7 
J une 102.2 102,3 103,3 102,0 107.6 105.3 102.7 

(a) Weighted average. 

6. The above indexes measure price movements f o r eaoh city individually 
and the d i f f e r ence in degree of price movement in respective c i t i e s over the periods 
shown. But they do not provide a comparison of absolute r e t a i l prioe levels in any 
city with the r e t a i l price levels of any other city. , 

7. The following table shows for eaoh of the past four;-fiscal years-and 
for each uf the eight quarters September, 1952 to June, 1954 the Interim Index for 
the Six Capital Cities combined, with'the year 1952-53 as base = 100 in Comparison 
witn the "C" Series Index recomputed to the same "bas9;-

TABLE I I I ; COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS (Base ; Year 1952-53 = 100) 

Six Capital Cit ies 
n er iod (Weighted Average) 

"0" Series Index Interim Index 
Year ended June — 

1951 . . 74.8 74.9 
1952 . . 91; 7 91J4 
1953 . « 100.0 - 100,0 
1954 102.8 102.5 

Quarter _ 
1952 September 99-0 98.8 

December . . 99.2 99-3 
1953 March 100.3 100.4 

June 101.4 101,6 
September 102.7 102.4 
December . . 102. § 102.2 

1954 March 102.-9 102.7 
June . . 102.8 102.7 

8. Figures appearing after the-decimal point in the tables herein, 
possess l i t t l e significance for general statistical purposes.' They are inserted 
merely to avoid the minor distortions that would occur in rounding off the figures 
to the nearest v/hole number. 
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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX -
(Base Year 1952-53 = 100,0) 

I „ The Acting Commonwealth Statistician has oompiled an Interim Retai l Price 
Index with base year 1952-53 = 100.0. 

2. The new index has been compiled for the years 1950-51 1952-53 and for 
each quarter from, September 1952. I t relates to'much tb,e same general f i e ld -o f retai l 
prices as does the "C" Serines Retail Price Index. The l i s t of items is representative 
of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner households. But the weighting 
pattern and the l i s t of component items in the new index are relevant to conditions now 
current, whereas those of the "C." Series Index are relevant to the pre-war pattern of 
;rt*go carnes: expenditure and consumption, 

3. The l i s t of items in the new index is • more comprehensive than that of 
the "0" Series Index and some of the principal faod weights and group weights d i f f e r 
substantially from those used in the "C" Series Index. 

4. Compilation of the "C" Series Retail Price Index w i l l continue on the same 
basis as heretofore and i t w i l l "be published in its customary form at the customary time 
each quarter. The new index w i l l also be oompiled quarterly and w i l l be available for 
publication a few weeks after publication of the "0" Series Index. 

5. The Interim Retail Price Index has, been oompiled pursuant to Resolution 13 
of the Conference of Statisticians in June 1953,. reading (in part)s-

"13. Retail Price Indexes -
(a) That in view of the persistence of recurrent changes in the pattern 

of consumer'expenditure in the post-war period, i t is undesirable to 
make a general revision of the l i s t of items and weighting system of 
the "C" Series Retail Price Index at present,.unless industrial 
tribunals expressly desire some revision^ f » r speoial purposes, 

(b) That an Interim Retail Price Index be oompiled with putative weights 
and components representative, as nearly as may be, of the post-war 
pattern of consumer usage and expenditurs. 

(c ) That, having regard to the complexities of the problem and the limit 
of staff resources available, such interim index relate only to each 
capital city and to the six capital cit ies combined, 

6. The weighting system and component items of the Interim Index w i l l be 
reviewed in the l ight of the results of the Retail Census of 1952-53 n o w being 
tabulated? tho data as t-t housing., pents, etc. to be obtained at the forthcoming 
general Census in June 1954, and of further1 researches into current consumption of 
food ana other items. This review oaonot be completed in less than one yoar, A 
Statistical Bulletin has been prepared containing ful ler particulars as to the Interim 
Index, 

7. The group weights in the new Interim Index have been brought into general 
conformity with, the estimated., group distribution of wage earner household expenditure 
in reoent years over the f ield, covered. In some cases the weights are putative weights 
assessed on available data and are subject to some revision; 
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