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CHAPTER 4

UNEMPLOYMENT

The unemployment stalistics presented in this chapter have been derived from ABS sources, primarily the ABS
monthly labour force survey and its supplementaries. Some summary statistics on job vacancies are also included in
this chapter.

For a concise definition of unemployed as it relates 1o the labour force survey, see the latest issue of the monthly
publication The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0). Broadly speaking, a person is considered to be unemployed if he
or she satisfies three criterda—not employed, available for work, and taking active steps to find work. The employed
and the unemployed together make up the labour force.

Measures of unemployment provide an indicator of the unused capacity in the labour force. The two most important
measures are the number of persons unemployed and the unemployment rate. The unemployment rate for any group
is the number unemployed expressed as a percentage of the labour force in the same group. Characteristics of the
unemployed presented include their demographic composition, duration of unemployment, educational qualifications
and difficulties experienced in finding work, The unemployment characteristics of families, i.e. unemployment rates of
different farily members and number of families with some unemployment are also shown. The 1986 Income
Distribution Survey contains data on persons with eamed income and examines the relationship between levels of
earned income and demographic and social characteristics of the recipients, e.g. age, sex, labour force attachment,
educational qualifications, occupation, etc. See 1986 Income Distribution Survey, Persons with Earned Income
(6546.0). '

Unemployment

There were 469,400 unemployed persons in Australia in August 1989, of whom 260,700 were males and 208,700
were females, About 79 per cent of unemployed persons were looking for full-time employment, From August 1979
to August 1983, the estimated number of unemployed persons increased by 309,300. Between August 1983 and
August 1989, the estimated number of unemployed persons fell by 217,400,

The unemployment rate for persons has fallen by 0.2 and 4.2 percentage points since August 1979 and August 1983
respectively to 5.7 per cent in August 1989. The unemployment rate for males aged 15 to 19 years in August 1989
was 12.9 per cent, the lowest since August 1981, For females aged 15 to 19 the unemployment rate in August 1989
was 14.6 per cent, the lowest since August 1978.

The average duration of unemployment was 28.4 wecks in August 1979, while in August 1989 it had increased by
over 50 per cent to 44.5 weeks.The median duration of unemployment has also increased by one week since August
1979 to 15 weeks in August 1989, There has been a significant fall of 11 weeks in the median duration of
unemployment from August 1983 to August 1989.

CHART 4.1. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: FULL.-TIME AND PART-TIME
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, AUSTRALIA
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TAELE 4.1. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : WHETHER LOOKING FOR FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME WORK, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST

1979 TO AUGUST 1989

Females Persons

Looking for Looking for Looking for Looking for Looking for Looking for

Jull-time  part-time Jull-time  part-time Jull-time  pari-time
August work work Total work work Total work work Total

NUMBER ("000)
1979 184.0 13.5 191.5 1318 48.1 179.9 3158 61.7 3718
1980 193.9 15.7 209.6 140.7 44,2 184.9 3346 599 394.5
1981 187.8 127 200.4 135.9 442 180.1 3237 569 380.6
1982 250.4 213 271.7 137.2 52.3 189.7 387.6 73.8 461.4
1983 409.5 20.2 420.7 197.9 593 2571 6074 9.5 686.8
1984 3586 226 381.2 165.0 519 2228 523.5 80.5 604.0
1985 3254 237 349.1 162.7 60.9 2236 488.0 B47 5127
1986(a) 320.9 283 3493 170.9 115 2484 491.8 1058 5976
1987 3172 29.8 3471 177.8 71 255.0 495.1 107.0 602.0
1988 2799 258 3057 165.5 674 233.0 445.4 93.3 538.7
1989 230.7 300 2607 139.4 69.3 208.7 370.1 99.3 469.4
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (per cent)

1979 4.7 6.2 48 36 6.0 17 58 6.0 59
1980 49 10 50 87 5.1 74 6.0 55 59
1981 47 54 47 83 50 7.2 57 5.1. 5.6
1982 62 8.1 6.3 8.4 58 7.5 6.8 6.3 67
1983 10.1 1.7 9.9 1.7 6.5 9.9 18.5 6.8 929
1984 8.7 8.4 87 9.6 6.0 8.3 9.0 6.6 BS5
1985 7.8 85 78 9.2 6.0 8.0 8.2 6.5 19
1986(a) 16 92 1.7 9.2 7.0 84 8.1 15 8.0
1987 7.4 86 15 9.4 6.5 83 8.0 10 7.8
1988 6.4 1.8 6.5 84 34 7.3 7.0 59 68
1989 5.2 7.8 54 6.9 5.2 6.2 57 58 57

{(») Estimates from Avgust 1986 are based on & revised defiution introduced in April 1986. Sce paragraph 22 of the Technical Netes for funther information.

Sorrce: The Labowr Force, Auriralia (6203.0).
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TABLE 4.2, UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, BY AGE, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1979 TO AUGUST 1989

{per cent}
Age group
35 and
Augusi i15-19 20-24 25-34 3544 45-54 over Total
MALES

1979 14.6 84 31 24 24 2.7 48
1980 14.7 8.5 39 2.5 28 29 5.0
1981 11.2 8.3 4.1 24 28 35 47
1982 16.3 11.2 55 36 36 i3 63
1983 230 173 9.1 6.0 59 6.5 99
1984 22.1 142 16 . 50 51 58 8.7
1985 19.3 124 12 44 48 6.7 78
1986(a) 18.7 12.3 6.8 46 5.5 55 1.7
1987 18.0 126 70 48 42 55 735
1988 15.1 10.8 56 38 4.5 6.3 6.5
1989 12.9 80 5.1 35 3.0 50 54

FEMALES
1979 204 8.0 65 42 38 20 17
1980 18.7 9.1 57 43 3.4 22 74
1981 17.0 8.7 63 44 3.1 22 72
1982 17.0 8.8 6.9 48 36 2.7 75
1983 222 11.5 95 6.8 48 25 99
1984 19.7 10.3 7.1 56 4.6 26 83
1985 171 10.4 15 53 44 2.7 80
1986(a) 19.5 29 16 6.0 4.5 31 84
1987 194 10.5 1.5 6.1 4.5 22 8.3
1988 159 109 6.6 4.3 39 27 13
1989 14.6 79 5.8 39 4,1 24 62

PERSONS
1979 17.3 8.2 4.6 31 29 2.5 58
1980 16.6 8.7 4.6 32 3.0 2.7 5.9
1981 13.9 8.5 4.9 31 29 32 5.6
1982 16.6 10.2 6.0 40 36 31 6.7
1983 226 14.7 9.2 6.3 55 55 9.9
1984 209 12.5 74 53 53 50 8.5
1985 18.2 11.5 13 47 4.7 57 79
1986(a) 19.1 112 7.1 52 5.1 4.9 8.0
1987 18.7 116 72 53 43 4.6 78
1988 15.5 109 6.0 4.2 4.2 53 6.8
1989 13.7 8.0 5.4 36 3.4 44 53

(a) Estimates from August 1986 are based on s revised definition introduced in Apnl 1936. See paragraph 22 of the Technical Notes for further information.
Source: The Labowr Force, Austratia (6203.0).

CHART 4.3. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 4.3. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: BIRTHPLACE BY AGE, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 19489

e Nymber unemploved {*000) Unemployment rate {percent)
Males Females Persons Males Femafes Lersons
BORN IN AUSTRALIA

Total 187.7 1494 337.1 53 59 55
Looking for full-time work 165.4 97.2 262.6 5.1 64 55
Looking for pant-time work 223 521 74.4 73 51 56
Aged 15198 438 49.9 98.6 125 142 133
Aged 20 and over 139.0 99.5 238.4 44 45 45
20-24 40.5 303 708 8.1 72 73
25-34 44.5 36.3 30.8 45 54 48
3544 06 19.1 17 2.8 3.1 10
4554 146 11.7 263 29 3.5 3.1
55 and over 168 *2.1 189 a7 *15 38
Aged 15-64 187.1 149.1 336.2 5.4 59 56

BORN QUTSIDE AUSTRALIA
Total 73.0 59.3 132.3 57 72 62
Looking for full time work 65.3 922 107.5 54 8.1 62
Looking for part-time work 13 172 24.9 97 51 6.5
Aged 15-19 62 7.5 13.7 17.4 18.1 178
Aged 20 and over 66.8 518 1186 53 6.6 58
20-24 71 9.9 17.1 7.2 11.2 9.1
25-34 223 161 38.4 7.0 .13 7.
3544 18.7 14.5 332 49 5.6 52
45-54 88 8.8 176 a1 52 39
55 and over 9.8 *25 12.3 58 +52 57
Aged 1564 T2.8 593 1321 5.1 12 63

Source: The Labour Force, Australia (62030},

CHART 4.4. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS BY AGE, AUSTRALIA
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Souwrce: The Labour Force, Ausiralia(6203.0).
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TABLE 4.4. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1979 TO AUGUST 1939

August
Duration of
unemployment (weeks) 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986(a} 1987 1988 1989
—"000—
Under 2 34 20 339 38.7 324 342 388 47.3 41.7 41.3 413
2 and under 4 419 439 41.5 582 49.7 568 55.6 56.7 59.6 549 543
4 and under 8 520 557 584 724 3.9 64.0 516 613 679 60.6 63.8
8 and under 13 443 431.1 459 523 659 5838 416 584 56.4 50.6 44.6
13 and under 26 61.7 622 528 612 103.1 80.5 182 85.3 84.2 75.7 63.8
26 and under 39 61.0 65.5 532 733 123.5 949 87.9 91.3 94.6 783 62.5
39 and under 52 14.1 137 15.0 17.8 49.6 262 297 216 25.5 24.4 19.9
52 and under 65 4.7 23.0 234 257 613 469 413 357 39.6 3.6 237
65 and under 104 19.8 19.5 158 18.6 433 492 30.7 321 367 297 19.4
104 and over 27 358 40.3 43.4 84.2 924 105.1 96,1 95.7 89.6 65.1
Total s 394.5 380.6 4614 686.8 604.0 5727 §97.6 602.0 538.7 469.4
—weeks—
Average duration—
Mean 284 20 349 326 41.4 45.5 49.5 48.6 483 51.3 4.5
Median 14 15 13 13 26 26 26 21 22 22 15

(a) Esuimates from August 1986 are based on a1 vevised definwon inroduced in April 1986. See paragraph 22 of the Technical Motes for further information.
Sowrce;: The Labour Force, Austraiia (6203.0).

CHART 4.5. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: AVERAGE DURATION OF
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CHART 4.6. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT, AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 4.5. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: REASON FOR LEAVING LAST FULL-TIME JOB, AUSTRALIA

Reason for unempigyment Percentofunemploved
Job  Stood  Looking for  Former Job  Stood Looking for  Former
Month Job laser leaver  down Jfirst job  workers Total Job loser leaver  down first job  workers
=000 - - percenf -

1988 —
June 1837 110.0 1.9 94.0 169.4 569.1 323 193 2.1 16.5 29.8
July 172.9 96.5 153 825 151.5 5188 - 333 18.6 3.0 159 292
August 170.7 113.5 86 920.6 155.3 5387 nz 21.1 1.6 16.8 288
Sepiember - 169.8 1133 16.6 98.3 156.5 554.6 30.6 204 3.0 17.7 282
October 156.9 95.9 123 90.4 1523 507.9 309 18.9 24 17.8 300
November 152.0 914 14.1 852 1456 448.4 31.1 18.7 29 17.4 29.8
December 146.5 109.6 iz 147.0 148.6 5633 26.0 19.4 2.1 26.1 26.4

1989 —
Janvary 172.0 110.6 19.1 141.7 149.0 592.4 290 18.7 32 23.9 252
February 164.7 126.3 15.1 128.0 164.0 598.1 215 21.1 2.5 214 274
March 150.8 124.3 153 99.8 155.6 5463 216 228 29 18.3 285
April 140.0 t11.4 13.2 94.5 157.0 516.1 27.1 21.6 2.6 18.3 304
Nﬁy 148.7 109.6 14.2 83.0 158.1 518.5 28.7 211 2.7 17.0 30.5
June 150.0 98.7 12.7 779 1382 4774 314 207 27 16.3 28.9
July 146.5 100.2 16.4 78.6 141.7 4834 30.3 20.7 3.4 16.3 293
August 149.9 104.8 1.1 79.5 124.1 469.4 319 223 24 16.9 26.4

Source: The Labowr Force, Austratia (6203.0).

TABLE 4.6, UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: INDUSTRY AND OCCUPATION OF LAST FULL-TIME JOB, AUSTRALIA

AUGUST 1989
000
Number unemployed ('000) Unempiloyment Rate (per cent)
Males Egmaies Persons Males Females Persons
Had worked full time for two weeks
or more in the last two years 1586 96.0 254.7 34 3.0 32
Industry division or subdivision —

Agriculture, foresiry, fishing & hunting 11.2 *31 14.3 7 *2.6 34
Agriculture & services to agriculture 89 “19 11.8 32 *25 30
Forestry & logging, fishing & hunting *23 0.2 *2.5 *93 *52 *87

Mining 44 * 0.5 5.0 4.5 *47 4.5

Manufactunng 375 15.4 529 4.0 43 4.1
Food, beverages and tobacco 6.1 53 11.4 4.4 8.1 56
Mesal products 9.5 *1.0 10.4 53 *28 4.9
Other manufactoring 219 9.2 311 36 3.6 36

Electricuy, gas and water *12 *03 *1.6 “12 *32 *14

Construction 249 * 1.0 259 4.5 *13 41

Wholesale and retail trade 343 30.0 643 38 3.9 33
Wholesale trade 114 5.2 16.6 33 3.3 33
Retal trade 229 24.8 47.7 4.1 4.1 4.1

Transport and storage 9.5 20 115 2.8 *2.3 27

Communication *2.0 *0.4 *24 *0 *0.9 * 1.7
Finance, propeny & business services 8.6 2.8 18.4 19 23 2.1

Public administration and defence 5.2 *3.0 8.2 26 *23 2.5

Comnmunity services 79 17.1 250 1.6 1.9 1.3

Recreation, personal & other services 11.8 13.4 2.1 47 41 4.3

Occupation group —

Managers and adminisirators 9.6 *25 12.1 1.5 *13 1.5

Professionals 8.4 5.0 13.4 1.4 13 1.4

Para-professionals 43 *34 17 1.7 1.7 1.7

Tradespersons 311 4.9 36.0 21 3.8 2.8

Clerks 84 246 33.0 27 2.4 24

Salespersons and personal service workers 14.5 311 45.5 s 4.1 39

Plani and machine operators, and drivers 19.9 4.8 24.7 38 4.5 39

Labourers and related workers 62.5 19.7 822 7.4 4.5 6.4

Other 982 1054 2036 , . .

Looking for first job 355 44.1 79.5 - "

Looking for full-time work 207 226 $3 - N

Fortner workers 627 61.3 124.1

Sicod down 9 73 11.1 “ - “
Totai 260.7 208.7 469.4 54 62 5.7

Sowrce: The Labour Force, Austratia (6203.0).
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Job Search Experience of Unemployed Persons

In July 1988, the labour force numbered 7,877,000 persons, of whom 503,500 were unemployed (excluding those who
were stood down). Persons looking for full-time work outnumbered those looking for part-time work by more than
five to one.

For many years the most frequently reported difficulty in finding work was the belief that there were ‘no vacancies at
all’. Ten years ago, 38 per cent of unemployed persons reported this as the main difficulty. By July 1988 however
that proportion had fallen to 16 per cent. In recent years, a downward trend is evident for persons reporting ‘no
vacancies in line of work’ as the main difficulty — 12 per cent in July 1988.

There were 156,700 persons (31 per cent of total unemployed) whose current period of unemployment {at July 1988)
was one year or more, More than half of these people reported their main difficulty in finding work as being
‘considered too young or too old by employers’, ‘no vacancies at all’, or they ‘lacked the necessary skills/feducation’,

TABLE 4.7. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : MAIN DIFFICULTY IN FINDING WORK, DURING CURRENT PERIOD OF
UNEMPLOYMENT, AUSTRALIA, JULY 1978 TO JULY 1988

July July July July June July
Main difficulty in finding work 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988
— per cent — {'000}
Own ill health or injury 37 39 3s 4.1 58 6.6 332
Considered oo young or too
old by employers 10.9 13.0 153 13.5 163 16.5 829
Unsuitable hours 24 28 4.0 23 40 36 18.2
Too far to traveliiransport problems 54 6.1 4.7 4.9 57 6.9 34.5
Lacked necessary skills/education 64 8.0 73 10.5 10.0 12.0 603
Language difficulties n.a. 1.7 24 28 21 32 16.0
Insufficient work experience 19 109 9.7 9.8 10.1 10.9 54.8
No vacancies in line of work 15.1 16.5 163 160 16.0 12.0 60.5
No vacancies at all 382 215 269 238 19.0 16.1 81.3
Other difficulties(a) b)6.4 51 55 53 5.0 6.1 30.5
No difficulties reported 36 4.4 40 4.4 6.1 6.2 313
Tatal 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 5035
(8} Includes p who reported difftculties with ethnic background. (b) This estimate indudes the caegory language difficulties.

Sorce: Job Search Experience of Unemployed Parsons, Awstralia, July 1988 (6222.0).

TABLE 4.8. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : ACTIVE STEPS TAKEN TO FIND WORK, AUSTRALIA,
JULY 1978 TO JULY 1938

July July July July June July
Active steps taken to find work 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988
— per cent — {1000)
Registered with the CES and— .
Took no other active sieps 71 55 0.8 1.3 1.5 1.4 12
Contacted prospective employers 65.1 67.0 66.9 738 70.4 7.7 361.0
Tock other active steps 3.7 28 50 6.7 6.9 6.1 30.7
Total 75.9 753 72.7 818 788 792 J98.8
Not registered with the CES and—
Contacled prospective employers 213 227 248 16.4 193 19.0 95.5
Took other active steps 23 21 2.5 1.8 1.9 1.8 92
Total 24.1 24.7 273 182 212 208 104.7
Total 100.0 100.0 1090.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 503.5

Source: Job Search Experience of Unemployed Persans, Australia, July 1988 (6222.0).
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TABLE 4.9. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : WHETHER WOULD MOVE INTERSTATE OR INTRASTATE IF OFFERED A SUITABLE
JOB, AUSTRALIA, JULY 1930 TO JULY 1938

July Suly July June July
1980 1982 1984 1986 1988
— per cent =— {'060)
WHETHER WOULD MOVE INTERSTATE IF OFFERED A SUITABLE JOB

Would move interstate 24.6 279 269 26.0 249 125.5

Would not move intersiate 64.8 60.4 61.2 63.0 633 3186
Moving interstate would depend—

On job conditions 33 4.0 54 4, 51 259

On other conditions 40 5.4 4.4 4.9 4.3 217

Total 79 94 938 8.9 95 47.6

Undecided 2.8 22 22 2.1 23 117

Total 100.0 190.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 503.5

WHETHER WOQULD MOVE INTRASTATE IF OFFERED A SUITABLE JOB

Would move intrastate 386 41.1 40.5 12 374 188.1

ﬁould not move intrastate 50.0 462 455 45.8 48.5 244.4
aving intrastate would depend—

On job conditions 4.5 33 57 38 4.6 231

On other conditions 4.5 7.8 6.6 14 15 378

Total 9.0 o 122 112 121 609

Undecided 2.4 17 1.8 1.9 2.0 10.1

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 503.5

Sowrce: Job Search Experience of Unemployed Persons, Australia, July 1968 (6222.0).

CHART 4.7. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: MAIN DIFFICULTY IN FINDING
WORK AND DURATION OF CURRENT PERIOD OF UNEMPLOYMENT,
AUSTRALIA, JULY 1988
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Source: Job Search Experience of Unemployed Persons, Australia, July 1938 (6222.00,
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Labour Force Experience

An estimated 1,603,200 persons locked for work at some time durmg the year ending February 1989. This
represented 13 per cent of all persons aged 15 and over. The proportion of persons who had looked for work in the
period prior to interview has varied considerably from the 1981 estimate of 11 per cent to 13 per cent in February
1989.

The proportion of males who had looked for work remained higher than the corresponding proportion of females for
all years. These proportions were estimated at 14 per cent and 12 per cent respectively in February 1989,

The proportion of persons who had looked for work during the year decreased with age, and the average duration of
looking for work increased. Thus, while 30 per cent of 15 to 19 year olds had looked for work with an average
duration of 13.4 weeks, 3 per cent of persons aged 55 and over had looked for for work for an average 29.7 weeks.

CHART 4.8. ALL PERSONS : PROPORTION WHO HAD LOOKED FOR WORK AT
SOME TIME IN THE TWELVE MONTHS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW,
AUSTRALIA, FEBRUARY 1981 TO FEBRUARY 19389

Per cent Per cent
16 - - 16
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10 - - 10
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February

Source: Labour Force Experience, Australia (6206.0).

TABLE 4.10, PERSONS WHO LOOKED FOR WORK AT SOME TIME DURING THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 1989,
AGE AND MARITAL STATUS, AUSTRALIA

("000}
Married Not.married Tota!
Age group Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons
15-19 *32 8.8 119 204.6 193.3 3979 207.8 202.1 409.8
20-24 32.5 397 722 129.4 100.4 229.8 161.9 140.1 302.0
25-34 127.1 126.7 253.8 953 65.7 160.9 222.3 192.4 414.7
3544 99.4 114.5 209.8 3.2 36.5 59.7 122.6 147.0 269.6
45-54 479 38.4 863 21.4 209 422 69.3 59.3 128.6
55.59 252 6.6 318 *1.9 *6.0 139 33.1 126 457
60 and over 214 *34 247 *713 Q.7 8.1 287 *4.1 128
Total 356.7 3341 690.7 489.0 423.5 912.5 845.7 757.5 1,603.2

Sowrce: Labowr Force Experience, Australia, During the Year Ending February 1989 (6206.0).
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Educational Attainment

In February 1989 the number of unemployed persons was estimated at 588,400, a drop of 149,400 (20%) since
February 1984, The number of unemployed persons with post-school qualifications fell 41,000 (20%) to 166,100,
while for those without post-school qualifications there was a fall of 114,600 (23%) to 385,000. As a percentage of
total unemployment, persons with a degree accounted for five per cent; persons with other post-school qualifications
23 per cent and persons who had atiended only the highest level of secondary school 16 per cent. Persons who had
not attended the highest level of secondary school were 48 per cent of all unemployed persons.

TAEBLE 4.11. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATES,
AUSTRALIA, FEBRUARY 1980 TO FEBRUARY 1989

Witk posi-schoo! qualifications Without post-school qualifications

Attended Did not

Certif. highest attend

Trade icate level of highest level

qualifi- or secondary of secondary
February Degree calion diploma Total(a} school school Total{h) Totalfc)

UNEMPLOYED ("000)
1980 15.4 79 969 520 2732 271 442.8
1981 196 728 96.7 532 2519 306.4 4224
1982 212 24 1161 68.7 219 477 484.4
1983 29.5 175.4 212.0 102.4 404.5 5007 6.7
1984 331 167.8 207.1 102.0 394.7 499.6 7378
1985 23.7 131.4 164.9 101.5 3746 476.8 673.6
1986 219 1284 169.2 913 3450 444.7 650.0
1987(d) 25.4 64.2 85.3 178.1 108.) 3552 468.0 687.3
1988(d) 272 61.9 89.5 182.0 97.5 308.4 4113 633.6
1989(d} 32.3 46.8 83.6 166.1 96.9 283.9 385.0 588.4
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (per cent)
1980 35 4.0 4.0 6.8 82 8.0 6.7
1981 KR 36 3.7 6.7 7.8 15 6.3
1982 39 43 42 8.2 8.7 86 1.0
1983 5.0 79 14 1.6 128 12.6 10.7
1984 52 13 69 11.5 128 126 104
1985 34 58 54 108 120 11.7 2.3
1986 39 54 53 103 11.1 109 8.7
1987(d) 3.6 50 6.1 52 1.0 1.6 11.4 2.0
1988(d) 36 48 6.1 5.1 9.5 10.1 10,0 8.1
198%(d) 4.0 3.6 53 4.5 9.0 2.1 9.1 7.3
AVERAGE DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT (weeks)
1980 20.1 225 227 18.5 314 296 215
1981 17.8 240 222 24.0 37.0 34.8 309
1982 15.9 252 236 21.2 350 324 204
1983 220 230 234 245 372 346 309
1984 249 316 309 356 511 43.1 41.9
1985 27.0 366 357 29.0 550 49.7 44.6
1986 231 37.9 357 294 52.3 474 426
1987(d) 370 546 292 39.3 309 579 51.8 46.4
1988(d) 249 482 3319 3.1 216 57.6 0.6 44.6
1989(d) 234 64.3 31.7 39.6 225 59.1 50.1 44.9
MEDIAN DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT (wecks)
1980 10 9 10 11 13 12 12
1981 10 10 10 11 15 13 12
1982 9 10 10 9 13 12 11
1983 9 10 11 11 17 16 13
1984 10 15 13 13 28 26 19
1985 9 13 12 10 26 20 16
1986 8 11 11 10 20 16 13
1987(d) 11 15 10 12 11 24 18 14
1988(d} 7 15 B 9 9 24 17 13
1989(d} 8 19 § 9 8 18 13 11
(a) lncludes persons with  other post-school qualifications. (b) Inclodes pemsons who néver attended school and those for whom somndary school qualifications could not be
d. (c) Includes p aged 15 1o 20 still mt school. (d) Prior to February 1987 the data now published in the Educat gorics “Trade qualification’
and ‘Cenificate or d " were published s “Trade; technical or other cerificate’.

Source: Labour Force Staius and Educational Attainment, Australia, February 1989 (6235.0).
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TABLE 4.12. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS : AGE AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, AUSTRALIA, FERRUARY 1989

Age group
55 and
5-19 20-24 25.-H4 3544 45.54 over Total
Educational attainment 000 - < per cent -
MALES
With post-school qualifications(a) *29 9.2 28.1 17.3 11.4 13.5 825 258
Degree *0.0 *33 6.9 51 *19 *0.8 18.0 56
Trade qualification or apprenticeship 0.7 *29 13.8 8.2 6.8 2.0 41.5 13.0
Centificate or diploma 22 *3.0 74 35 2.7 *3.4 22 69
Without post-school qualifications(b) 56.2 44.4 55.5 234 19.3 21.0 219.8 68.7
Anended highest level of secondary school
available 20.1 12,1 99 *32 *1.7 *1.7 48.7 15.2
Did not attend highest level of secondary
school available 357 32.0 44.7 20.0 17.6 18.7 168.8 52.7
Left at age-—
16 and over 176 169 204 52 *20 35 65.6 20.5
ldorls 18.1 14.8 22.0 12.4 12.6 9.2 89.1 278
13 and under *0.0 *03 *23 v24 *3.1 6.0 14.1 44
Still at school 179 *0.0 .. . - - 17.9 56
Total 770 3ze6 816 407 307 34.5 3202 1000
FEMALES
With post-school qualifications(a) 1.5 15.9 276 20.5 10.7 *1.5 836 312
Degree : *00 *1.8 5.5 4.4 *22 *04 142 53
Trade qualification or apprenticeship *0.8 *0.9 *13 *1.1 *1.0 0.3 5.3 20
Cenificate or diploma 6.7 123 202 14.4 10 *0.7 61.4 29
Without post-school qualifications{b) 54.3 312 327 20.9 123 47 165.2 61.6
Anended highest level of secondary school
available 244 10.9 56 5.5 *13 *(0.6 483 18.0
Did not attend highest level of secondary
school available 29.9 202 2638 24.0 10.8 *34 115.1 429
Leaft at age—
16 and over i7.2 11.6 124 9.7 *17 *0.1 526 19.6
ldorls 12,6 8.7 13.6 13.2 7.1 *31 583 21.7
13 and inder *0.1 *0.0 *0.8 *1.1 *20 *02 42 1.6
Suill a1 school 19.4 *0.0 . . - .. 19.4 12
Total 81 47.1 60.3 503 231 6.2 2682 1000
PERSONS
With post-school qualifications(a) 104 25.1 55.7 378 221 150 166.1 82
Degree *0.0 5.1 12.4 9.5 4.1 *1.2 323 55
Trade qualification or apprenticeship *15 37 15.1 9.3 7.8 9.3 46.8 8.0
Cenificate or diploma 8.9 153 276 18.0 9.7 4.1 836 14.2
Without post-school qualifications(b) 1104 75.6 88.2 53.3 317 257 385.0 654
Antended highest level of secondary school
available 444 230 15.5 8.7 *3.0 *23 96.9 16.5
Did not attend highest level of secondary
school available 65.6 522 71.6 44.0 28.5 2.1 2839 438.3
Left at age—
16 and over 34.8 285 3238 14.9 3.7 316 118.3 20.1
140r15 30.6 23.5 356 25.6 198 12.3 1474 250
13 and under *0.1 *0.3 *32 3.5 50 62 18.3 31
Still at school 373 *00 .. . e .. 373. 6.3
Tatal 158.1 100.7 144.0 91.1 538 40.7 588.4 100.0

ga) Inc!u:;.s persens with other post-school qualifications, (b) Includes persons who never atiended schoal and those for whom secondary school qualifications <ould not be
etemined.

Source: Labour Force Status and Educctional Attainmeni, Australia, February 1989 (6235.0).
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Families
Of the 326,500 families with one or more members unemployed, 37.9 per cent had no member employed, 37.2 per

cent had one employed and 24.8 per cent had two or more employed. Dependents were present in 59.4 per cent of
the 326,500 families with one or more members unemployed.

Unemployment rates varied from 13.5 per cent for full time students aged 15-24 to 9.9 per cent for sole parents to
4.0 per cent for husband or wife in married couple families. For persons who were not a member of a family the
unemployment rate was 6.6 per cent. The average duration of unemployment for husbands or wives who were
members of a family was 60.8 weeks. For sole parents it was 43.3 weeks and for those who were not members of a
family, 47.7 weeks (living alone 68.4 weeks, not living alone 34.6 weeks).

TABLE 4.13. FAMILIES WITH ONE OR MORE MEMBERS UNEMPLOYED: TYPE OF FAMILY, EMPLOYMENT STATUS(a)
OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND WHETHER DEPENDENTS PRESENT, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1989

(*000 families)
None emploved One emploved Two or more gmployved Total

Two or Two or Two or Two or

One  more One  more One  more One  more

unemp-  unemp- unemp-  unemp- unemp-  unemp- unemp- unemp-
Martiedcouple familics 730 195 925 614 61 974 619 53 T3l 2323 307 2630
With dependents present 44.8 14.0 58.7 52.9 5.1 58.1 428 *2.7 455 1406 21.8 1623
Without dependents present 28.2 55 n7 334 *09 394 251 *25 276 9.7 8.9 1007
One-parent families 178 *08 18.6 80 *07 87 *32 *00 %32 201 %15 306
Other families 1.1 *17 12.8 147 *06 15.3 42  *06 48 30.1 “28 329
All families 102.0 220 1239 1141 73 1215 5.3 5.7 811 2914 350 3265
With dependents present 63.0 14.3 718 61.7 538 675 46.0 *27 487 1707 233 1940
Without dependents present 38.9 72 46.1 525 *15 54.0 203 *31 323 1207 1.7 1325

(s) Employment suatus refers to persons aged 15 and over only.

Source: Labour Force Stanws and Othar Characigrisiics of Families, June 1989 {(6224.0),

TABLE 4.14. FAMILY STATUS OF UNEMPLOYED PERSONS(a): UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1988 AND JUNE 1989

{per cent)
Males Females Persons
June [988(d) une {98 e 1933 ne [O8 png {988
Member of a family 63
Husband or wife 43 37 52 4.4 4.7 4.0
With dependents present 4.5 39 62 50 52 43
Without dependents present 39 34 38 36 38 35
Sole parent *32 *6.2 16.4 10.7 14.8 9.9
Other family head *16 *54 10.5 82 9.3 1.0
Full-time studemt aged 15-24(b) 19.1 12.9 17.1 140 18.0 13.5
Onher child{c) of married couple
or family head 11.5 84 108 92 112 8.7
Ohher relative of married couple
or family head 14.1 9.7 19.6 15.7 16.1 120
Not a member of 8 family 19 6.3 8.5 72 8.1 66
Living alone 18 6.1 15 6.0 17 6.1
Not living alone 8.0 6.4 9.2 19 85 70
Tuotal 6.5 52 18 6.4 70 57

(e} Givilians who were residens of houscholds where family status was detenruned. See paragraph 22 of the Technical Notes for further infomnation. (b) Excludes
persons aged 20-24 attending school. Also exclades full-time stud aged 15-24 who ere classified as husbands, wives, sole parents or other Family heads. (c) Aged
15 and over. (d) These estimates are based on 1981 census benchmarks,

Source: Labour Force Stater and Other Characrerisiics of Families, Awstralia, June 198% (6224.0).
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CHART 4.9. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: FAMILY STATUS, UNEMPLOYMENT

RATES, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1989
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Sowrce: Labowr Force Stasus and Orher Characiensucs of Fasuhes, Australia, June 1989 (6224.0),
TABLE 4.15. FAMILY STATUS OF UNEMPLOYED PERSONS({a): DURATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT,
AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1989
Duration of unemployment (weeks)
8and i3and 26and X
2and  dand under under under 352 and Average  Median
Under2 underd under 8 13 26 52 over Towl  duration  duration
- 000 - . weeks -
Member of a family 289 442 41.4 42?32 58.5 S1.7 1025 3693 54.5 18
Husband or wife 14.9 21.8 216 211 284 244 61.7 1938 60.8 20
With dependents present 106 15.2 134 14.4 18.7 176 383 1283 57.5 20
Without dependents present 43 6.6 8.1 6.7 9.7 68 234 63.5 67.1 21
Sole parent *08 *23 *27 *30 37 *11 4.0 18.2 433 14
Other family head %12 *09 *10 *07 *0.8 *0.5 *29 R0 84.9 *17
Full-time swudent aged 15-24(b) 5.4 58 4.7 6.0 8.3 52 *30 384 18.3 9
Other child(c) of married couple
or family head 59 1.7 10.7 10.2 16.0 17.1 17 96.2 55.1 20
Orher relative of married couple
or family head *0.7 *1.8 *08 *13 *12 *2%8 *32 11.8 60.6 *26
Not 3 member of a family 53 7.8 2.1 9.7 126 9.8 19.2 T4.1 417 16
Living alone *19 *22 *24 «27 39 43 11.2 286 68.4 26
Not living alone 39 5.6 6.7 71 8.7 55 80 45.5 346 12
Total N 52.0 50.5 520 TL2 61.5 1217 4434 - 533 18.0

(a) Civilians who were residents of households where family status was determined. (b} Excludes persons aged 20-24 anending school. Also excludes fiull-time

students aged 15-24 who are classified as husbands, wives, sole parents or other famity heads. (¢} Aged 15 and aver.

Sotrce: Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Fanulies, Australia, June 1939 (6224.0).
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For a concise definition of a job vacancy see the latest issue of the quarterly publication Job vacancies and overtime,
Australia (6354.0). Broadly speaking, a job vacancy is a job available for immediate filling on the survey reference
date and for which recruitment action has been taken. Vacancies available only to persons already employed by the

organisation are excluded.

The estimated number of job vacancies in Australia at November 1989 on a seasonally adjusted basis was 66,000 a
4.2 per cent decrease on November 1988. In original terms, November 1989 vacancies were estimated at 62,700 - a
decrease of 3,900 since November 1989,

The greatest decreases since November 1988 were recorded in Manufacturing (3,400} and Community services (2,100),
TABLE 4.16. JOB VACANCIES : INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA

(*000)
1988 1989
Industry 19 Aug. 18 Nov. 17 Feb. 19 May 18 Aug. 17 Nov.
Manufacuring— 133 15.1 144 154 13.7 11.7
Basic and lgabricaled m11:11(:1.11.1 products,
other machinery uipment,
transport equipment “ 6.5 6.9 6.4 6.8 6.7 55
Other manufacturing 6.8 82 19 B.6 69 6.2
Non-manufacturing—
Electricity, gas and water 05 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.7
Wholesale and retail trade 13.1 15.5 16.1 13.4 13.9 14.1
Transport and storage; Communication 1.8 20 23 35 22 23
Public administration and defence(s)} 4.7 43 4.7 50 50 4.9
Community services 14.9 13.2 17.3 14.4 14.7 12.8
Other(b) 17.5 158 17.0 204 14.1 162
Total all industrles 65.8 66.6 2.5 73.1 643 62.7
{2) Excludes permanent defence forces. (b) Includes Mining; Constroction; Finance, property and business services; end Recreation, persanal and other services,
Source: Job Vacancier, Awtiralia (6231.0).
CHART 4.10. JOB YACANCIES: INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, NOYEMBER 1989
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‘Sowurce: Job Vacancies ond Overiime, Austraha (6345.0)



