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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This bulletin presents fmal statistics of motor 

vehicle usage in Australia for the twelve month period 
ended 30 September 1976 and augments a preliminary 
bulletin issued in August 1977 (9202.0). The bulletin is 
divided into two parts, part A comprising final figures 
for the first seven tables published in the preliminary 
bulletin and part B containing additional, more detailed 
data. The data was collected by meanS of a sample 
survey conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
involving approximately 53,000 vehicle owners 
throughout Australia. 

This is. the third suxvey of motor vehicle usage to 
be conducted by the ABS. Previous suxveys were 
conducted in 1963 and 1971 and this bulletin contains a 
number of summary tables comparing the results 
obtained in the three suxveys. 

As in the two previous SUIVeys the infonnation 
was collected by means of a mail recall suxvey with 
respondentS being asked to provide infonnation on the 
use of the selected motor vehicle for the· relevant twelve 
month period, or that part for which they were the 
registered owner. Where the selected owner had not 
owned the vehicle for the whole of the survey year, the 
usage details provid~ for the period of ownership were 
pro-rated to a twelve month equivalent. The statistics 
therefore relate to the annual rate of usage of vehicles 
registered at the survey date of 30 September 1976 
rather than the actual usage of all vehicles registered at 
any time during the year. 

Two further publications, one providing more 
detailed statistics on the usage of commercial vehicles 
and the other containing accident exposure data, will be 
published later this year. 

Scope 
The population for the suxvey included all vehicles 

'on register' in A:ustralia at 30 September 1976 except 
for caravans, trailers, tractors, plant and eqUipment, 
vehicles belonging to the defence services and vehicles 
with diplomatic or consular plates. Buses were included 
in a separate suxvey the results of which will be 
published in a separate bulletin. 

Survey population 
Infonnation was extracted from the registration 

systems of the Commonwealth and State motor vehicle 
registration authorities to obtain an initial population of 
approximately 6.6 million motor vehicles on register 
from which the sample for the suxvey was selected. For 
each State and Territory this population was then 
updated from the time the data was captured, to obtain 
a population of motor vehicles as at the suxvey reference 
date of 30 September 1976. This latter population was 
used to derive appropriate sample expansion factors. 
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Vehicle classification 
The vehicle population was stratified according to 

the body type recorded by the registration authority 
with load carrying vehicles being further classified by 
tare weight. This further classification of the truck 
sector was considered necessary because of the markedly 
different usage patterns of trucks of various sizes. 

This stratification differs from that used in the 
two previous suxveys where commercial vehicles were 
classified by carrying capacity. This classification caused 
a number of problems which resulted mainly from its 
reliance ona variable (carrying capacity) which was not 
recorded at all in some registry systems or for certain 
vehicle types only in others. Tare weight, on the other 
hand is readily available in nearly all registration 
docu~ents and can therefore be expected to provide a 
more reliable and accurate basis for estimates of 
commercial motor vehicle usage. 

Sample size 
The suxvey involved a sample of approximately 

53,000 vehicles across Australia. Eighty per cent of the 
total sample comprised 'commercial' vehicles (trucks, 
utilities, panel vans) and the remaining twenty percent 
cars, station wagons and motor cycles. The emphasis on 
'commercial' vehicles was necessary because of the 
diverse usage characteristics of commercial vehicles. and 
because the Il18jor interest ·of users is in road frelght 
transport. 

Method of collection 
Postal questionnaires were despatched in 

September 1976. Two types of fonns were used -:- a 
'private' fonn sent mainly to owners of cars, station 
wagons and motor cycles and a 'commercial' fo~ ~nt 
to owners of all other vehicle types. Owners of utillties 
and panel vans were sent both fonns and asked to 
complete the form which was more relevant to the usage 
of their vehicle. 

Examples of the questionnaires are included as 
appendices 1 and 2. 

Separate fonns were used for eac~ S~ate in ~rder 
to obtain data on distances travelled Within partIcular 
regions of each StJte. 

Reliability of estimates 

Since the statistics in the following tables are 
based on a sample, they may differ from the figures 
which would have been obtained from a complete census 
using t.lte same questionnaire and procedures. One 
measure of the likely difference is given by the stand~d 
error, which provides a measure of the extent to which 
an estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of vehicles and not the whole .population was 
suxveyed. In the statistics in this bullet~, the st~dard 
error is shown as a percentage of the assOCiated esttmate. 
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There are about two chances in three that a sample 
estimate will differ by less than one standard error from 
the figures that would have been obtained from a 
comparable complete enumeration, and about 19 
chances in 20 that the difference will be less than two 
standard errors. For example in Table 4 the estimate of 
average annual kilometres for motor cycles registered in 
the A.C.T. is 5,400 with a standard error of 19 per cent 
of the estimate, that is, about 1,000. Therefore there are 
about two chances in three that the value which would 
have been obtained from a complete census will fall in 
the range 4,400 to 6,400 and about 19 chances in 20 
that the value will fall within the range 3,400 to 7,400. 

Some of the standard errors associated with the 
estimates contained in this bulletin are relatively high. 
However, any limit for publication purposes would have 
been arbitrary and it was therefore decided to publish 
the figures. In this situation it is important for users to 
check that the estimates are reliable enough for the 
particular purpose for which they require the statistics. 
For example estimates with standard errors exceeding 50 
per cent of the estimate would not be reliable enough 
for most purposes. However, there may be situations in 
which such estimates are still of value and they have thus 
been included in this bulletin. In other situations it may 
be necessary for estimates to have standard errors of less 
than 10 per cent of the estimate for them to be reliable 
enoug.lt to use. It is left to the user to exercise the 
necessary caution in using the estimates in this bulletin. 

The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be 
confused with other inaccuracies such as those which 
may occur because of imperfections due to reporting by 
respondents. Inaccuracies of this latter kind are referred 
to as non-sampling errors and may occur in any 
enumeration whether it is a full count or a sample. 

Comments on terms used 

Average 

For some tables showing data expressed as 
averages (namely those classified by purpose or area of 
operation) there is more than one concept of average 
which may be adopted, depending on the type of 
denominator used. The concept used in the published 
data from both the 1963 and 1971 surveys was the 
'broad' average. This is defined as the average obtained 

by using as the denominator the estimated number of 
vehicles in the population of the relevant vehicle type 
and, in the case of State dissections, registered in the 
relevant State. This is the concept adopted in the average 
tables in part A of this bulletin. 

A second concept, called the 'narrow' average is 
used in the relevant tables in part B. This is the average 
obtained by Using as the denominator the estimated 
number of vehicles in the population which contributed 
to a particular cell. For example, in Table i 1 of part B, 
average annual kilometres in a particular area has been 
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calculated by dividing total kilometres travelled in that 
area by the number of vehicles reporting travel in that 
area. As the denominators used to calculate each cell of 
a narrow average table are different, the sum of each of 
the average figures along a row will not equal the average 
figure in the final column, as is the case in broad average 
tables. 

If 'broad' averages are required, they may be 
calculated by dividing each cell in the corresponding 
total table by the estimate of the population of each 
vehicle type shown in Table 24 of part B. Also the 
percentage standard error associated with any 'broad' 
average derived as outlined above can be closely 
approximated by taking the square root of the sum of 
the squares of the standard error percentages associated 
with the numerator (total) and denominator (number of 
vehicles) used to derive that 'broad' average. However, 
this method of approximation is reasonably accurate 
only in cases where the percentage standard error of the 
denominator is less than 20 per cent of the percentage 
standard error of the numerator. 

Area of operation 
DefInitions of 'capital city' which apply for this 

Survey are set out below: 

SYDNEY: This is defIned as the Sydney Stati::tical 
Division and contains the area with the outer boundaries 
comprising the local government areas of Gosford and 
Wyong in the north, Baulkham Hills, Windsor, Colo and 
Blue Mountains in the West and Camden, Campbelltown, 
Wollondilly and Sutherland in the southwest and south. 

MELBOURNE: This is defmed as the Melbourne 
Statistical Division and includes the towns of Werribee, 
Sunbury, Craigieburn, Whittlesea, Healesville, Berwick 
and the whole of the Mornington Peninsula. 

BRISBANE: This is defined as the Brisbane Statistical 
Division. It extends from Caboolture in the north to 
Beenleigh in the south, Redlands Shire in the east and 
west to include Ipswich and Pine Rivers (includes 
Redcliffe ). 

ADELAIDE: Consists of the area bounded in the north 
by a line drawn due east from the coast to Hamley 
Bridge and thence circling north of Kapunda to just west 
of Truro: in the east by the eastem fringe of the Mount 
Lofty Ranges as far as Callington, thence to the northern 
shore of Lake Alexandrina: and in the south and west by 
Lake Alexandrina and the coastline. Kangaroo Island is 
included in this area. 

PERTH:. This is defined as the Perth Statistical Division 
and is approximately the area between Yanchep in the 
north, Rockingham-Waikiki in the south and Wooroloo 
in the east. 

HOBART: This is defmed as the Hobart Statistical 
Division and extends from New Norfolk in the west to 
Sorell and Cariton Creek in the east and from Brighton 
in the north to Snug in the south. 



DAR WIN: All that, area within the 11 * mile peg : 
encompasses Darwin, Nightcliff, Casuarina, Sanderson, 
etc. 

'Capital city' includes the A.C.T. for A.C.T. vehicles only. 

PRO VINCIAL URBAN: This includes centres apart 
from those already included in the capital city urban 
classification having populations greater than 40,000 in 
the 1971 Population and Housing Census, i.e. 

N.S.W.: 
VIe: 
QLD: 

TAS: 

Newcastle, Wollongong and Port Kembla 
Geetong, Ballarat and Bendigo 
Gold Coast, Toowoomba, Rockhampton 

and Townsville 
Launceston 

It alsoincIudes travel on the Stuart and Barkly 
highways for N. T. vehicles only. 

Purpose classifICation 
The 'purpose' classification is derived from 

information collected from the 'distance travelled' 
characteristics and where appropriate the 'load carried' 
sections of the questionnaires. 

Bminess kilometres includes distance travelled for hire 
and reward, or charged to a business expense or for 
which an allowance was received (except for travel to 
and from work). 

All distance travelled for business purposes of 
vehicles selected as cars, station wagons and motor 
cycles and of utilities arid panel vans predominantly used 
for private purposes is included in 'total business 
kilometres'. The laden/unladen ~ction of distance 
travelled for' business purposes was collected for all 
remaining vehicle types. 

Travel to and from work includes only travel between 
place of residence and place of work at the beginning 
and end of each work day. 'Paid' travel is that which is 
chargeable to a business expense or for which an 
allowance was received. 

Vehicle usage 
Details of type of vehicle usage (e.g. for hire and 

reward etc.) were, asked only of those owners of vehicles 
selected to receive the questionnaire in appendix 2 (i.e. 
utilities and panel vans used commercially and trucks). ' 

Industry served 
Where a vehicle's usage was reported as 'used in 

own business' , the industry served is the industry of the 
operator of the vehicle. Where the vehicle's usage was 
reported as 'carrying fot hire and reward' , the industry 
served is the industry of the main client. If there was no 
main client the industry served is shown as 'road 
transport' . 
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Total annual fuel consumption 
This is the sum of the product of total kilometres 

and the reported average rate of fuel ccnsumption 
(expressed in litres/lOO kilometres) for each vehicle. 

Average annual rate of fuel consumption 
In the table shOwing average annual rate of fuel 

consumption, each figure shown has been calculated by 
dividing the total fuel consumption by total annual 
kilometres for vehicles of that class. 

Total annual tonne-kilometres 
This is the sum of the product of reported average ~ 

load and total business kilometres travelled while loaded 
(laden business kilometres) for each vehicle. 

Number of vehicles 
To ov~rcome differences in recording practices 

between the various State and Territory registration 
authorities, comparability of data between States has 
been achieved by classifying vehicles in the survey 
according to the body type and, where relevant, tare 
weight reported by respondents.· Thus estimates of 
numbers of vehicles may differ from motor vehicle 
census figures, in which vehicles were classified 
according to registered body type. 

Metropolitan 
Includes all of those areas included within the 

definition of 'capital city' in the area of operation 
c1assiflcation. 

All publications produced by the ABS are listed in 
Catalogue of Publications (IlOl.0) which is available 
free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
nil or less than half the fm.al digit shown, 

or not applicable 
n.a. not available 
S.E. standard error 

Any discrepancies between totals and sums of 
components in tables are due to rounding. 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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PART A 

Tables contaiDing averages in this part 
use the "broad" average concepL 



7 

TABLE L A VEllAGE ANNUAL KILOMETRES BY TYPE OF VEHlCLE : AUSTRAUA 
'tWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 1963, SEPTEMBER 1971, SEPTEMBER 1916 

Year 

1963 .1971 1976 

'000 s.E. '000 9.E. '000 S.E. 
Type o/vehicle Jcilqmetre' % kilometre' % kilometra % 

Cars and station wagons 13.1 La. 15.9 (l.0) 15.4 (1.2) 

Motor cycles La. noa. 6.6 (3.2) S.6 (5.4) 

Utilities and panel vans 13.4 La. 16.2 (1.1) 16.9 (2.5) 

Trucks 14.2 La. 18.3 (0.9) 18.5 (1.0) 

AB types or vehicles 13.7 It.Io 15.9 (0.8) 15.3 (1.0) 

TABLE 2. TOTAL ANNUAL KILOMETRES BY TYPE OF VEHICLE : AUSTRALIA 
lWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 1963, SEPl'EMBER 1971, SEPTEMBER 1976 

Year 

1963 1971 1976 

miL 9.e. mH. S.E. mil. S.E. 
Type of vehicle kilometrel % • kilometre' % kilometre' % 

Cars and station wagons 32,801.8 La. 63,801.9 (l.0) 78,531.0 (1.2) 

Motor cycles nJl. La. 1,013.7 (3.3) 1,641.3 (S.4) 

Utilities and panel vans 7,195.9 n.a. 8,567.3 (1.2) 12.289.9 (2.6) 

Trucks 4,021.0 n.a. 7,668.2 (0.9) 8.457.0 (l.l) 

AD types of vehicles 44.018.7 It.Io 81.051.2 (0.8) 100,919.2 (1.0) 
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PARTB 

Tables containing averages in this pin 
use the "narrow" average concept. 
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APPENDIX 1 

CONFIDENTIAL MVl-l 

; 

; 

I 

I. 

2. 

3. 

r 

27 'f 

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

NEW soum WALES OFFICE 

i Registration No. - Please quote 
in all correspondence 

"-"'"--------' 

This questionnaire must be completed, 
signed and retUrned within 14 DAYS to' , 

The DepuC Commonwealth Statistician, 

L -1 
Box 796, .P.O., 
SYDNEY. 2001 
For enquiries: Telephone SYDNEY 20248 

or CANBERRA 525449 

Please amend name and address if necessary 

SURVEY OF MOTOR VEHICLE USAGE 

TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1976 

This return is required under the authority of the Census and Statistics Act 1905·1973, and is therefore COMPULSORY. 
The Act provides that the contents of individual returns are CONFIDENTIAL and will not be disclosed to any govern· 
ment or private organisation, or any person except authorised officers of the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

• This form must be completed for the vehicle with the rflistration number shown on the address label above 
EVEN IF YOU ARE NO LONGER THE REGISTE ED OWNER. 

• If you were not the registered owner for the whole of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 give particulars 
relaring to that part of the year for which you were the registered owner. 

• Where information cannot be provided from records maintained during the year, careful estimates should be 
made. 

""-

SECTION A - PARTICULARS OF VEHICLE WITH THE REGISTRATION NUMBER SHOWN ON Office use 
THE ADDRESS LABEL AT THE TOP OF THIS FORM only 

.. -
Make (e.g. Holden, P01'd, T010til, Hond4) .. - .. - - - .. OlC 

Vehicle type (tick afJ?t'0fJ'rUtte box): 

Car - - - - .. .. • M .. .. .. .. - 010 
Station Wagon .. . .. 0 20 .. .. .. - .. M' - - .. - .. 
Utility .M - - .. . - .. .. .. .. - - .. .. -030 

Panel Van ... ... .. .. ... . - .., .. - - - - '" '-0 31 03J 
Motor Cycle or Scooter - ... ... ... ... - - .- ... .. .'- ... ...080 

Other (please specify) .. _ ... __ ................. _ ............... _ .... __ ._._ .. -'-" - - ...... · .. 0 
.-

Vehicle Tare Weight 

Note: (1) Separate lines are prQt1ided for either imperial or metric units __ ._.cwt 04K 
of weight, as preferred. OR .-

(2) Your registration papers should contain this information. . ___ ._ .. ___ ._ kilograms 05L 

4. Number of Cylinders 

Note: Fo, rO$ar1 0' other engines which do not have cylinders, tick 
Not A.pplicable. (number) 

o Not applicable 
08V 

5. Year of Manufacture 19 10F 
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I 
I Office Use 
I 6. Garaging address Only 
I 

Please suite the address at which this vehicle waS usually garaged ..... _ .... _ ......... __ ............. _-_ .. _ ........................................ _-_ ..... _._.-.... 
(or parked outside) overnight, during that period of the twelve 
months cnded 30 September 19i6 for which you were the regist- .............. __ .................. -._-_ ...... _ ...................................... _ ............. __ ..... - l1J 
ered owner. 

. .... _ ....•. _ ..... _ .••.•......• _ .. POSTCODE. ........... _ ...... - ... __ .. 

SECTION B - OWNERSHIP 

7. Are you still the registered owner of this vehicle? 1 0 YES (Go to Q.ll) 
(tick appropriate box) 

0 
i2K 

2 NO (Continue next question) 

8. Date on which you ceased to be the registered owner. 1 1197 13L 

9. Please indicate the reason you are no longer the registered owner. 
(tick appropriate box) 

I Registration cancelled or lapsed 1 0 (Go to Q.ll) 
! 

... - ... -
: 

0 Vehicle disposed of ... .- - ... ... - 2 (Continue next question) 14R 
, 

10. Na.me and address of person to whom vehicle was disposed. 
Name_ ... ____ . ___ .. ___ 

... _-_ .......... _ ... -_._-... _ .. __ ... _ .... -_._--
Address .. _ ... _ .... ___ ._._ .... _ ...... ~ ... __ .......... __ ...... _ ... __ 15T 

----.... __ ..... -.. _ .. _ .. _-_._ ................ -........... _ ........... _ ......... 

... _ ......... _ .............................. POSTCODE ............................. _ ... _ 

11. Did you become the registered owner of this vehicle during the 1 0 YES ( Continue next qZlestion) 
twelve months ended Xl September 1976? 

0 16V 
(tick appropriate box) 2 NO (Go to Q.13) 

12. On what date did you obtain the vehicle? I I 197 17W 

SECTION C - FUEL CONSUMPTION 

: 13. Please estimate the average· rate of fuel consu:::rtion of this vehicle ... _ ................. _ ... _ ....... _ .. _ ........ _ ....... milesl gallon 18X 
during that period of the twelve months end 30 September 1976 
for which you were the registered owner. OR 

Note: Separate lines are provided f01' aJtemative units of . __ ._ .... __ . __ .. _ .. _ .. kilometresl gallon 19A 

meamrement, as preferred .. OR 

: _____ .. --kilometres/litre· 20K 

i OR 

11 

,._. __ .. __ . ___ .. ___ .. _htres/lOO kllometres I 21L 
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SECTION D - KIND OF BUSINESS 

14. Was this vehicle us~d AT ALL for business, professional, farm or govern- 10 YES( Continue next question) 
ment purposes durmg that period of the twelve months ended 30 Sept-
ember 1976 for whlch you were the registered owner? 

20 NO «(Z'o to Q.16) 

1:5. Please indicate the MAIN kind of business in which this vehicle was used during that period of the twelve 
months ended 30 September 1976 for which. you were the registered owner. (Tick one box only) 

Note: (l) Where the vehicle has mainly been used in caN'ying /01' hire and reward, show the kind 
of hllsiness of the mtlin client. If no main client shOft;' the kind of business as Road 
Transport. 

(2) V' ehides owned by Australian, State 01' .Local governments or by g01Jernment instrument· 
alities Or authorities should be claSJified specifically to heading (i) below. , 

(3) UnleH (2) abOt'e refers, for service vehicles providing an on tbe spot service to hotlSe· 
holds 01' businesses tick (j) below and indicate the type of sert'ice pr01iided. 

Office use 
only 

56L 

~------------------------r------T-----'-
(a) Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting ... -
(b) Mining . ~ - ... - ... ... ... .. 
(c) Manufacturing ... . .. ... - - ... .. 

. (d) ~lectri<:ity, Gas or Water ... ... . .. ... .. 

(e) Building and Construction ... ... . .. ... . .. 

(f) Wholesale and Retail Trade ... ... ... ... . . 

(g) Road Transport '. ... - .. - ... ... 

(h) Other Transport and Storage ... ... . . . .. 

Australian, State or Local Government or government 
instrumentalities or authorities '" ... ... . .. 

(i) 

(j) Service Vehicles __ ._ .... ; .......... _ ........ _ ... _ ........ _ ..•. _ ............. _ ...... .. 
(please specify) 

(k) Other .. ___ ._ .• __ ~. __ .. _ ...... _ .•. _ ... __ . 

(please specify) 

.. 001 

.. . 

.~ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

002 

.. 003 

.. . 004 

... 

.. . 

.. 

... 

005 

... 

. . 

... 

006 

007' 
..008 

009 
...010 

... 011 

SECTION E - CHARACTERISTICS OF DISTANCE TRAVELLED 

16. Please estimate the total distance travelled by this vehicle during 
that period of che twelve months ended 30 September 1976 for 
which you were the registered owner. 

Note: Separate lines are provided fo, eith" imperial or 
metric units, as preferred. 

17. Of the tOtal distance travelled as shown in Question 16, please 
estimate the distance travelled on farms, forest fire trails, quarries. 
unused land and other "off·road" areas. 

I--_. __ ~ ..... __ .-miles 

OR 

_. __ .. ,_. __ ._ .... __ kilometres 

OR 

__ • __ -kiIometres 

58T 

23T 

24V 

25W 

26X 
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DISTANCE TRAVELLED FOR SPECIFIED PURPOSES 
Please complete the following table by splitting Total Distance Travelled as shown in Question 16 into the categories shown. 

Note: (1) TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL, FARM OR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES 
• INCLUDE distance travelled for hire and reward, chargeable to a ' . 

business expense or for which an allowance was received. 
• EXCLUDE travel to and from work or for private purposes. 

(2) TRAVEL TO AND FROM lVORK 
• INCLUDE only travel to and trom work at the beginning and end of each work day. 

• EXCLUDE 
( i) Lunchtime travel 
( ii) Travel between -various locations dttring the day 

(iii) Travel other than by this vehicle. 
• PAID travel is that which is chargeable to a business expense Or for 

which an allowance was received. All other travel should be shown as 
UNPAID. 

(3) TRAVEL FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES 
• INCLUDE all distance travelled other than that recorded under previous 

headings. 

PURPOSE DISTANCE 
TRAVELLED 

TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL, FARM OR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES 

TRAVEL TO AND FROM WORK - PAID - - - - - - - -
- UNPA1t> - - - - - - -

TRAVEL FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES 
- To destinations greater than 60 kilometres from usual overnight parking address .M 

- Other .- - - - - - - - - 'M - - - -
TOTAL DISTANCE TRAVELLED _ .M - - - - - M. - .M 

Office 
use 

27A 

28C 

29F 

30R 
HT 

33W 

To agree with answer to Question 16. 

19. DISTANCE T~AVELLED IN SPECIFIED AREAS 
Please complete the following tWO tables by splitting Total Distance Travelled as shown in Question 16 within the specified areas. 

l'::i!lu: (1) SYDNEY AND ENVIRONS - This is defoned as the Sydney Statistical Division 
and conhJins the are" with the outer boundaries comprising the local government 
areas of Gostord and Wyong in the north, Baulkham Hills, Windsor, Colo and Blue 
Mountains. in the west and Camden, Campbelltown, W ollondilly and Sutherland in 
the southwest and south. 

(2) NEWCASTLE DISTRICT - The local government areas of Maitland, greater 
Cessnock, Newcastle, Port Stephens and Lake Macquarie. 

(3) WOLLONGONG AND POR.T KEMBLA - The local government areas of 
Wollongong, Kiama and ShellharbotH. 

Within New South Wales and Office Within Other States and Territories 
Australian Capital Territory use 

Within Sydney and environs 34X 
Victoria 

Queensland 
Within Newcastle, Wollongong and 

South Australia Port Kembla 35A 

Within A.C.T. 36C Westetn Australia 

Within other areas of N.S.W. 37F Tasmania 

TOTAL, Within N.s.W. and A.C.T. 38J 
Northern Territory 

TOTAL, Other States and 
Territories 

'I' I TOTAL DISTANCE TRAVELLED I 148L 1~ To agree with answer 
to Question 16 

(38J+47K) 

PLEASE NOTE ALSO Q20 - THE MAP QUESTION - ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 

Office 
use 

40V 

41W 

42X 

43A 

44C 

45F 

47K 
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SECTION F - ACCIDENTS 
Office use 

only 

2!. I IllS this vehicle been involved in any accidents on roads or other 1 0 YES (Contintle next question) 
public thoroughfares in whkh ANY vehicles were damaged or 
ANY persons killed or injured (i.e. required medical or s~tcal 67V 
treatment) during that period of the twelve months end 30 
Septl'mber 19i6 for which you were the registered owner? 0 NO (Go to Q.24) 2 

r- -- --- --

22. In how many accidents was this vehicle involved? ._. __ .. -_. __ ... - 68W 
I (number) 
I 
, 

23. How many of the above accidents resulted in death or injury to ._ .... -_ .. - 69X 

i any persons involved? (number) 
~J 

SECTION G - PASSENGERS 

24. Of the IOtal distance travelled by this vchicle during that period of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 for which you 
werc the registered owner, please estimat.: the percentage travelled with the following number of occupants. 

Note: M(flrOpoUtan refers 01l1y to t/;e capillll citj 0/ the 
Office Office State (If Te'fritorj 0/ registrati01'. use Metropolitan use Non-Metropolitan 

-. 
Driver only . - - _ . .. 70J % 76W % - .. 

1 Passenger _. .- - .. 71K % 77X % 

2 Passengers -.. - .- 72L % 7SA % 
-. 

} Passengers . - ... .. 73R % 79C % 
--

4 Passengers ..• ... - 74T % SOL % .-fo--_. 

5 or more passengers .•. - 75V % SIR % 

100% 100% 

SECTION H - DRIvER CHARACTERISTICS 

25. For ,Ill lIsual drivers of this vehicle. please show the particulars listed in the table below and indicate the percentage of total 
dis!an('e tr:tvclicl.l (as shown in Question 16) driven by each person during that period of the twelve months ended 30 September 
1976 fl'\" which you were the registered owner. 

Note: A drh'er's maritaJ flatlls shotdd be slated as either: A driver's occupation should be stated as either: 

S - N e:'er married I-Employee 
M - Presently married 2 - Self-employed 
P - Married brit permanently separated 3 - HOluewife 
If'/ - UV idowed 4-Student 
D - D;/lorced 5 - Retired/Pensioner 

6-0ther 

Year first Percentage of 

Driver Sex Age Marital Occupation obtained distance travelled 
(M or F) status drivers or riders (by this vehicle) 

licence with this driver .-1--

Driver 1 19 .. __ . __ ._ % 

Driver 2 19._. __ .. _ % 

Driver .7 19 ___ % 

Driver 4 19 ... ___ % 

Driver 5 19. __ " % 

100% 
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SECTION I - TOWING 
Office use 

only 
-

26. Please estimate the distance travelled by this vehicle while towing any of the DISTANCE 
following during that period of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 (tick appropriate box) 
for which you were the registered owner: 

0 I Miles 
lOOK 

2 0 Kilometres 

Caravan - ... ~.. . ... .- - .- - - - lOlL 

Box trailer ._ - - 'N - - - - - - I02R 
v --

Boat trailer - - - - - - - - - iOn 

Other (please speGif'J) . IlJ.+V 
-

--
SECTION J - ADDITIONAL HOUSEHOLD VEHICLES 

27. On 30 September 1976 were you or any other member of your household 
registered owners of any other vehicles that were used mainly for private 

1 OYES ( Continue purposes? 
next question) I06X 

! 

Note: Fo, companies, gO"'ernment departments, etc., tick 
NOT APPUCABLE. 2 o NO (Go to Q.29) 

o NOT APPLICABLE 
, 

3 
(Go to Q.29) 

28. For each additional ~istered vehicle please provide a separate estimate of the total distance travelled for private purCises during 
that period of the tW ve months ended 30 september 1976 for which YOll, or any other members of your househo d, were the 
registered owners. 

Note: If any vehicle was not owned 10, the lull twelve months period please show tbe date of purcbase and tbe total 
distance travelled up to 30 September 1976. 

TYPE DISTANCE TRAVELLED 
(tick appropriate box) DATE OF FOR PRIVATE 

YEAR PURCHASE PURPOSES 
OF (tick appropriate box) 

MANU· (If after 
0 Miles \ Car, Panel Motor FACTURE 30 September 1 

station Utility Van Cycle 1975) , 

0 wagon 2 Kilometres 

1. 0 10 0 30 0 31 0 80 19_' __ I 17 

2. D 10 0 30 0 31 0 80 19. ____ ._ I 17 

3. D 10 0 30 0 31 0 80 19 ___ I 17 

4. 0 10 0 30 0 31 0 80 19, I 17 

5. 0 10 0 30 0 31 0 80 19 I 17 
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SECTION K - REMARKS 

29. Brief comments would be appreciated on any special features relating to the information you have supplied in response to any of 
the questions on this form. 

--------~-~----~----~--~------------------------------------------------------

.-----,------------~--~-------------------------------------------------------

Particulars of person completing this form or person who can be contacted if any queries arise regarding this return. 

NAME: . __ ....,..~",...,....,...",."""'-. 
(BLOCK LETl'£RS) 

SIGNATURE: ___________ _ TELEPHONE NO.: ___________ _ 

DATE: _______ 1976 TELEPHONE EXCHANGE: ________ _ 



APPENDIX 2 

CONFIDENTIAL MV2-1 

1. 

2. 

3. 

r 
AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

NEW SOOTIl WAW OFFICE 

...... Registration No. - Please quote 
~ in all correspondence 

J:his questionnaire must be completed. 
signed, and returned within 14 DAYS to: 

L 
The Deputy Commonwealth Statistician. 
Box 796.> G.P.O., 
SYDNEx. 2001 
For enquiries: Telephone SYDNEY 20248 

or CANBERRA 525449 
Please amend name and address if necessary 

SURVEY OF MOTOR VEHICLE USAGE 

TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1976 

This retum is required under the authority of the Census and Statistics Act 1905-1973, and is therefore COMPULSORY. 
The Act provides that the contents of individual returns are CONFIDENTIAL and will not be disclosed to any govern­
ment or private organisation, or any person except authorised officers of the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

• This form must be completed for the vehicle with the registration number shown on the address label above 
EVEN IF YOU ARE NO LONGER THE REGISTERED OWNER. 

• If you were not the registered owner for the whole of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 give particulars 
relating to that part of the year for which you were the registered owner. 

• Where information cannot be provided from records maintained during the year, careful estimates should be 
made. 

SECTION A - PARTICULARS OF VEHICLE WITH THE REGISTRATION NUMBER SHOWN ON Office use 
THE ADDRESS LABEL A T THE TOP OF TIns FORM only 

Make (e.g. Holden, Dodge, Ford, international l .. ... - ... - - Ole 
Body Type (tick ~pp,opri4te box) 

Utility ... ... - - ... . .. - - - - - - -0 30 

Panel Van - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 31 

Truck .. rigid - ... - ... - - - - - - - ... - .-0 40 03J 

Truck - articulated - - - - - - - - - - ... ... ... -0 50 

Other (please spe&i/'Y)- _ ..... 
N .- - .. , - ... 'N 0 

Vehicle Weights 

---

Note: ( 1) SepMate lines Me provided for either imperial O'f metric unitJ 

(2) 
of weight, as prej~ed. 
For tWticulated trucks or other tr~ler combinations state the 
weight of the USUAL prime mover ~ tr~iler combi~tion. 

T .. , Wqh, k 
Tare Weight (1.8. unloaded Weight of the vehicle, plus trmer where , to~;_ .. _ ...... __ .. cwt . 04K 
appli&able ) 

_. _____ ... _kilograms 05L 

Aggregate Weight 

Aggregate weight(i.e. jutJ'Y lo~ed weight of the vehicle, plus trailer __ ... __ . ___ .tons. ___ ... _ ... CWt 06R 
wh8f'e ~pplic~te} OR 

______ ._._kilograms orr 
4. Number of Axles 

Note: The number of axles is defined as the number of ro~d wheels ~s 
viewed from the side of the vehicle. If the vehicle is @ tWticulated --.---- 09W 
k#ck or other trail8f' combination, state the number of rows of wheels 
of the USUAL prime mover ~ trmer combination. 

(number of axles) 

5. Year of Manufacture 19 10F 
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Office Use 
6. Garaging address .. Only 

Please state the address at. which t~is vehicle w!lS usually ~ed 
(or parked outside) overrught, dur.ng that penod of the tw ve ... _- - - 11J 
months ended 30 September ) 976 for which you were the regist· 
ered owner. ·····--.------POSTCODE --

SECTION B - OWNERSHIP 

7. Are you still the registered owner of this vehicle? 1 0 YES (Go to Q.l1) 
I2K 

2 0 NO (Conlinlle next qllestion) 

8. Date on which you ceased to be the registered owner. I /197 13L 

9. Please indicate the reason . you are no longer the registered owner. 
(tick appropriate box) 

Registration cancelled or lapsed _ - - - 1 0 (Go to Q.l1) 

Vehicle disposed of - - - .- - - 2 
0 

(Continue next question) 14R 

10. Name and address of person to whom vehicle was disposed. Natne __ -_.-
... .. _---
Address ... --- 15T 

._----- --

.... _____ POSTCODE -
11. Did you become the registered owner of this vehicle during the 1 

0 
YES (Continue next question) 

twelve months ended 30 September 1976? 16V 
(tick appropri41 e box) 2 o NO (Go to Q.13> 

12. On what date did you obtain the vehicle? / /197 17W 

SECTION C - FUEL CONSUMPTION 

U. Please estimate the average rate Of fuel consumption of this vehicle .... _ ....... _ ........ _ ... _ .. ___ ........ milesl gallon l8X 
dur~ that period of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 OR 
for w ich you were the registered owner. 

. .....•.. _ •..• _ ..................... __ ._ ...... kilomeuesl gallon 19A 

Note: Sepa'fate lines are provided for aJlematille units of OR 

measurement, as preferred. ... __ ._ ... _. __ • __ ........ _ ...... _kilometresl litre 20K 
OR 

....... ___ ._ .......... __ ....... _ ... litres/100 kilometres 2lL 

14. Type of fuel used (tick appropriate box) 

Petrol ... .• .. - '" .. .. . . . .. 10 
Diesel fuel or distillate - ... ... ..• - . . . . 20 22R 

Other (please specify )._ ..... _____ .. __ ......... _ .• __ ._ ........ ___ .... ___ . - - 3D 

SECTION D - CHARACTERISTICS OF DISTANCE TRAVELLED 

15. Please estimate the total distanCe travelled by this vehicle during 
that period of the twelve months' ended 30 September 1976 for .--miles 23T which you were the registered owner. 

Note: Sepa'fate line; are prollided fo, either imperial 0' OR 

metric units, as preferred. 
kilometres 24V 

16. Of the total distance travelled as shown in Question 1.5, please miles 2.5W 
estimate the distance travelled on farms, forest fire trails, quarries, 
unused land and other "off-road" areas. OR 

-kilometres 26X 
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7. DISTANCE TRAVELLED FOR SPECIFIED PURPOSES 
Please complete the following table by splitting Total Distance Travelled as shown in Question 15 into the categories shown. 

Note: (1) TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL, FARM OR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES 
• INCLUDE distance travelled for hire and reward, chargeable to a 

business expense or for which an allowance was received. 
• EXCLUDE travel to and from work Of' for private purposes. 

(2) TRAVEL TO AND FROM WORK 
• INCLUDE only travel to and from work at the beginning and end of erJ&h work day. 

• EXCLUDE 
(i) Lunchtime travel 
( ii) Travel between various locations during the day 

(iii) Travel other than by this vehicle. 
• PAID TRAVEL is that u·hit.;h is chargeable to a business expense or for 

which an allowance was received. All other travel should be shown as 
UNPAID. 

(3) TRAVEL FOR PRlV ATE PURPOSES 
• INCLUDE all distance t,.avelled other than that recorded under previous 

headings. 

PURPOSE 

TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL, FARM OR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES 

TRAVEL TO AND FROM WORK - PAID .. ... ... - - - - .. 

- UNPAID ... ... ... - - - ... 

TRAVEL FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES ... ... - ... .. ... - '" .. . 

TOTAL DISTANCE TRAVELLED ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... - '" .. 

l8. DISTANCE IRA VELLED IN SPECIFIED AREAS 

DISTANCE 
TRAVELLED 

To agree with answer 
to Question 15. 

Office 
use 

27A 

28C 

29F 

32V 

33W 

Please complete the following two tables by splitting Total Distance Travelled as shown in Question 15 within the speci6ed areas. 

, 

Note: (1) SYDNEY AND ENVIRONS - This is defined as the Sydney Statistical Division 

(2) 

(3) 

and . h . h h boundaries comprisin,g the local government contains t e area WIt t e oute, 
areas of Gosford and Wyong in the n orth, Baulkham Hills, Windsor, Cola and Blue 

Campbelltown, W ollondilly and Sutherland in Mountains in the 1JJe.tt and Camden, 
the southwest and south. 

NEWCASTLE DISTRICT - The I ocal government areas of Maitland, greater 
and Lake Macquarie. Cessnock, Newcastle. Port Stephens 

WOLLONGONG AND PORT KE iWBLA - The local g01lernment areas of 
W ollongang, Kiama and ShellbMbou r. 

Within New South Wales and Office Within Other States and Territories 
Australian Capital Territory use 

Within Sydney and environs 34X 
Victoria 

Within Newcastle, Wollongong and 
Port Kembla 35A 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Within A.C.T. 36C Westem Australia 

Within other areas of N.S.W. 37F Tasmania 

TOTAL, Within N.S.W. and A.C.T. 38J Northern Territory 

~ 
TOTAL, Other States and 

Territories 

TOTAL DISTANCE 'l'RA VELLED l 
To agree with answer 
to QUestion 15 

I 48L ~ ~ 
(38J+47K) 

PLEASE NOTE ALSO Q19 - THE MAP QUESTION - ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 

Office 
use 

40V 

41W 

42X 

43A 

44C 

45F 

47K 
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SECTION E - KIND OF BUSINESS 

20. Was this vehicle used AT ALL for business professional farm or govern­
ment purposes during that period of the t~elve month~ ended }O Sept­
ember 1976 for which you were the registered owner?(lick aptwopriai' 

box} 

21. Please indicate how this vehicle was MAINLY used during that period 
of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 for which you were the 
registered owner. (tick appropriate box) 

Carrying for hire and reward 

Used in Own Business (other than cllf'f1ing /01' hire and 'efuara) , 
Profession or Farm _ _ _ _ _ _ - -

Other(please spec#1) _____________ _ 

1 0 YES (Conlin#e next 
question) 

2 0 NO (Go 10 Q.28) 

f 

10 

o 
22. Please indicate the MAIN kind of business in which this vehicle was used during that period of the twelve 

months ended }O September 1976 for which you were the registered owner. (Tick one box only) 

Note: (1) Where the vehicle has mainly been used. in carrying /ot' hire and. 'feward., show the kind. 
0/ business of the main client. If no main client show the kind. of businesJ as Road. 
T'fansport. 

(2) VehicleJ owned. by Aust'falian, State or Local governments or by government instrument­
alities or auth01'ities Jhould. be clas Jifiea specifically to heading (j) below. 

( 3) Unles.r (2) abo~'e 'fefe'f!, fo'f service vehicles providing an on the Jpot Jervice to house­
hold.s O'f busineues tick (i) below and. ind.icate the type of service provid.ed.. 

(a) Agriculture. Forestry, Fishing and Hunting .. -
(b) Mining - .. .• .. - .• - . 

(c) Manufacturing - .• .. . . .. .. -
(d) Electricity, Gas or Water . - _. . . - OM 

(e) Building and Construction . - .. - - -
(f) Wholesale and Retail Trade _ - - .. -
(g) Road Transport _ - - - - - -
(h) Other Transport and Storage - - - -

Australian, State or Local Government or government 
instrumentalities or authorities _ _ .• _ 

( i) 

(j) Service Vehicles (please specif,) _____ _ 

._---------------_. __ ._-----
(k) Other (please specify ) _____ . ____ _ 

2}. Please indicate the MAIN type of operation in which this vehicle was 
used during that period of the twelve months ended }O September 1976 
for which you were the registered owner. (Tick one box only) 

Within capital city of State of registration _ 

Between the capital city and the rest of the State of registration _ 

Outside capital city but within the rest of the State of registration-

Within 80 km of base - - - - - - - -
Beyond BO km of base - - - - - - - -

Intercapital - - .• - - - - - - - -
Other Interstate from State of registration-

Within 80 km of base - - - - - - - -
Beyond 80 km of base - - - - - - - -

001 

-
.. 

-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-

0°2 
0°} 
-
-

-
-
.. 

.. 
-
-

-
-

004 
0°5 
-0 06 

- 0 07 

- - 0 08 

0 09 

.. 0 10 

-011 

D} . 
- 0 4 

- - 0 5 

- - -0 6 

- - - - 0 7 

Office use 
only 

56L 

57R 

5BT 

59V 
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SECTION F - LOAD FACTORS 
Office use 

only 

-
24. What percentage of "your total distance travelled for business, professional, farm or govern-

ment ~urposes shown in your answer to Question 17 (27 A) do you estimate was run under 
(Per cent) the fo owing conditions? 

Empty - - .- .- - - - % 60C 

Less than fully laden - - - - - % 61F 

Fully laden - - - - - - % 62J 

100% 

• 
SECTION G - LOAD CARRIED 

2'. Please give an estimate of the weight of the ave, load carried exclusive of empty running. 

Note: ( 1) In the case of collectwn· and delit.ery services where goods are prog-
ressively loaded 01 unloaded .. al/erage load may be estimated as htU! YOll1 

__ .tODS--cwt 63K 
usutU maximum load. 

OR 
(2) Se-parate lines are provided for imperial or metric units of weight, as 

preferred. _._kilograms 64L 

26. Please give an estimate of the to~1 wei~of f~t transpor~ by this vehicle during that 
period of the twelve months en ea 30 tem r 1976 for w ich you were the registered ~ .. 

owner. 

Note: (1) Separate lines are prol.ided for imperial or metric units of weight, as 
preferred. 

(2) Where information cannot be provided from records maintained during i 

the year, a suggested method 01 caicllialion is as follows: I 
I 

/ 

Average weight loaded per trip 0 
._. __________ ... tOn5 65R 

(as per Question 2') --" 
OR 

MULTIPLIED BY 

Average number of. trips per day xD _____ tonnes 66T -
(or week) 

EQUALS 
.... ""1 

Toralloadper day (or week) =CJ 
MULTIPLIED BY 

Number of days (~ weeks) vehicle used xD 
EQUALS 

TOTAL WEIGHT OF FREIGHT TRANSPORTED 

=0 (transfer to 65R or 66T as appropriate) 
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." '"1 
SECTioN H - MAIN TYPES OF LOAD CARRIED Office use 

only 

27. Please spec;ify as a percentage .o~ the tOtal weight of freight transported as shown in Question 
26, the malO types of commodiues carried. 

(Per cent) 

(1) Livestock - - '. '. - - - - - - - % 82T 

(2) Fresh fruit and vegetables - - - - - ., - - % 83V 

... (3) Other agricultural products % 84W - - - - - ,. - -, 
(4) Minerals % 8'X - - - - - - - - - - - "'-• (5) Sand, gravel, stOne and earth % 86A - - - - - - - - .. _-
(6) Processed food (incI. beverages) -' - - - ,. - - % 87C 

(7) Timber (logs and sawn) - - - - - - - - % SSF 

(8) Fertilizers ,. - .. - - - - - - - % 89J 

(9) Petroleum and petroleum products _ - - - - - - % 90T 

(10) Cement, concrete and concrete products _ - - - - - % 91V --
(11 ) Iron and steel and metal manufactures '. - - - - - % 92W 

(12) Other manufactured goods - '. - - - - - ,. % 93X 

(13) Other (please specify).--_____ •. - % 94A 

100% I 
SECTION I - ACCIDEN rs 

28. Has this vehicle been involved in any accidents on roads or other 1 0 YES ( C onlinue next question) 1 
public thoroughfares in which ANY vehicles were damaged or I ANY persons killed or injured (i.e. required medical or surgical 67V treatment) durinfc that period of the twelve months ended 30 ~ 
September 1976 or which you were the registered owner? 

2 0 NO (Go to Q.31) 

29. In how many accidents was this vehicle involved? --_._---.-- 68W 
(number) 

, 

30. How many of the above accidents resulted in death or injury to .._- 69X 
any persons involved? (number) -

SECTION J - PASSENGERS 

31. Of the total distance travelled by this vehicle during that period of the twelve months ended 30 September 1976 for which you 
were the registered owner, please estimate the percentage travelled with the following number of occupants. 

Note: Metropolitan refers only to the capital city of the 
Office Office State "" T emtMY of registration. 

use Metropolitan use Non-Metropolitan 
.. -

Driver only - - - - 70J % 76W % 

1 Passenger - .. - - 71K % 77X % 

2 Passengers - - - 72L % 7SA % 

3 Passengers - - - 7lR % 7~ % 

4 Passengers - - - 74T % SOL % 

5 or more passengers - - 75V % SIR % 

100% 100% 
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SECTION K - LOCAL FLEET COMPOSITION 

32. If this vehicle is one of a fleet of vehicles (i.e. a group of vehicles operatillJ from one base of operations) please indicate the number of 
vehicles. including the vehicle reponed OIl in earlier questions. within the fleet according to the body type classifications specified below. 

VEHICLE TYPE Number Office use 
only 

Cars and Station Wagons - - - - - - - - - lO7A 

Utilities - - - - - - - - - - - - lOse 

Panel Vans .M - - - - - - - - - - l09F 

Trucks: rigid-

Less than 3 tOIlS tare weight - - - - - - - nOR 

3 - 4 tOIlS tate weight - - - - - - - - UIT 

More than 4 tons tare weight - - - .. - - - 1I2V 

Trucks: articulated -
Less than 9 tons tare weight - - - - - - - lBW 

9 - 11 tons tare weight - - - - - - - - 114X 

More than 11 tons tare weight _ - - - - - - 115A .-
Buses '. - - - -. - - - - - - - - H6C 

Other <specify) ....... -.............. - ... ,. ..... -.... -...... --.-... --.-... --.. --~_ ..... _ .. ... 

TOTAL VEHICLES IN FLEET 

SECTION L - REMARKS 

.} 3. Brief comments would be appreciated on any special features relating to the infonnatiOll you have supplied in response to any of 
the questions on this form. . 

Particulars of person completing this £onn or person who can be contacted if any queries arise regarding this return. 

Name: _______ ~~~~====~ _________ ---______ __ 
(BLOCK LETI'ERS) 

Signature: ________________ _ Telephone No.: _______________ _ 

Date: _______ _ Telephone Exchange: ____________ _ 

• 
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