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01 Live animals, animat products 13 7.2 {Base: Year 1989-99 = 100.0)
02 Vegetable products -2.8 -11.4
04 Preparcd foodstuffs - -6 6.5 Index
05 Mineral products -3t -5.8 " 105
06 Products of chemicat or ailied '
industries -1.2 -7.9 L oo
11 Wool and cotton fibres -0.5 124
14 Gold, diamends and cein 3.1 7.8
15 Ruse metals and articles of base r 93
metals 1.1 23
16 Machinery and mechanical o0
appiiances .5 -1.3
17 Maotur vehicles, aircraft and L g5
vessels -04 1.1 t 1 . . . .
Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
All groups 12 1.2 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
The All groups index decreased by 1.2 per cent in
Ap]’ll 1994 (-—1.1 index p()ints). I"ercentage chanpe from previeus maonth
The increase in the value of the Australian dollar Per cent
against the major trading currencies led to price falls 3.0
in a wide range of items. Lower prices were also 2.0
recorded for coul (-4.8 per cent} and iron ores and 10
concentrates (-6.6 per cent), reflecting new contract 00
prices negotiated with Japanese buyers. ;
-0
These price falls were partly offset by price rises for 20
a number of items. The main increases were for 30
aluminium (+4.6 per cent) and refined petroleum -
products {(+4.9 per cent). Feb  Apr June Aug Oct Dec Ieb  Apr
1993 19494
The All groups index decreased by 1.2 per cent
between April 1993 and April 1994,
INQUIRIES s« for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished statistics contact Peler Cordy on Canberra {06} 252 5541 or any ABS Stale

office.
o for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services
on Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office.

NOTE: Explanatory Notes are published at the back of this publication,



TABLE 1. EXPORT PRICE INDEX

ALL GROUPS

(Base of index: Year ]989-90 = 100.0)

Percentage change

Change from Change
corresponding from

index month of previous
Period numbers previous year period
199091 95.1 -4.9
1995-92 89.6 5.8
1992.93 935 4.4
199293 —
Bebruary 95.2 52 0.5
March 92.9 28 -24
April 90.9 0.1 222
May 913 1.2 0.4
June 93.3 23 2.
1093.94 — :
July 937 15 0.4
August 93.2 -0.1 -0.5
September 94.8 1.1 1.7
QOuiober 03.4 -10 -1.5
November 933 -13 0.1
Becember 93.1 -1 04
January 90.9 -5.0 24
February 894 -6.1 -1.7
March p 90.9 -2.2 1.7
April p $0.8 -12 -12

TABLE 2. EXPORT PRICE INDEX

CONTRIBUTION OF SECTIONS OF THE AUSTRALIAN HARMONISED EXFORT COMMODITY
CLASSIFICATION (AHEC(?) AND SELECTED SUBIMVISIONS OF THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL
CLASSIFICATION (ASIC)

{Expressed 10 terms of All groups index points) {a)

Category March 1994 p Aprid 1994 p Change

All groups 90.9 89.8 -1

Contribution to All groups index {in index points) —

AHECC Scctions
01 Live animals, animal products 477 9.90 0.13
02 Vegetable products 748 7.27 -0.21
04 Prepared foodstuffs 4.47 4.44 -0.03
05 Mineral products 26.14 25.34 ~0.80
06 Products of chemical or allied industries 6.19 6.11 -0.08
11 Wool and cotlon libres 8.43 R.39 -0.04
14 Gold, diamoends and com 71 7.47 -0.24
15 Base melais and articles of basc meials 9.17 9.27 0.10
16 Machinery and mechanical appliances 4.16 4.18 0.02
17 Motor vehicles, aircraft and vessels 226 2.25 -0.01

Selected ASIC Subdivisions
Ul Agriculture 16.80 16.50 -0.30
11 Metallic minerals 9.76 9.29 -037
12 Coal 11.42 10.88 -0.54
21 Food, beverages and lobacco 12.76 12.89 0.13
27 Chemical, petroleurn and coal products 10.04 10.08 0.04
29 Basic metal products 9.16 9.26 0,10
32 Transport cquipment 2.26 2.25 -0.01

(a) For an explanation of this table see paragraph 17 of the Explanatory Notes.



TABLE 3, EXPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE AUSTRALIAN HARMONISED EXPORT COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION (AHECC)
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of each Index: Year 1989.90 = 100.0)

Live Products
animals, of chemical
animal Vegetable Prepared Mineral or aflied
products products Foodstuffs products industries
Period {07) 02) {04) {03} 06)
1990-91 o96.1 719 9.8 108.3 10,2
1991-92 97.6 831 g7.9 113.1 8Y.6
1992.91 1051 94.3 949 108.2 201
199293 —
February 109.1 98.2 958 111.1 91.8
March 107.7 95.2 94.0 108.3 89.9
April 104.5 936 94 8 104.5 86.6
May 106.0 92.5 976 104.7 893
June 109.1 95.4 101.7 106.5 91.6
£903.04 —
Tuly 109.7 94.8 104.1 105.0 915
August 111.9 93.0 104.7 104.4 908
September 1133 949 105.5 108.3 917
October 110.9 92.8 104.5 106.5 915
November 1108 045 104.8 1954 91.0
Decermber 1099 90.1 103.1 103.6 0.3
January 1189 BRE 1013 903 87.6
February 106.6 850 10077 976 85.5
March p 110.7 853 1.6 98.3 835
Apritp 112.1 829 ISURY 95.3 825

TAEBLE 3 EXPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE AUSTRALIAN HARMONISED EXPORT COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION (AHECC)
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS — continued
{Base of each index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Base Machinery Motar
Wail and Goid, metals and and vehicles,
cotfon diamonds articles of mechanical aircraf!
fibres and cown hase metals appllances and vessels
Period 1) (14} {15) {16} {17}
1990-91 778 2.6 926 91.8 100.0
1991-92 66.6 91.% 793 94.8 100.4
1992-93 6.9 99.6 §1.0 68.2 105.0
199293 —
licbruary 61.6 98.4 811 98.8 105.6
March 549.4 95.1 Ti6 98.0 106.4
April 557 98.2 749 979 107.0
May 53.0 106.6 74.8 98.5 107 .4
June 519 111.8 774 98.6 109.1
1093-94 —
July 54.7 116.5 6 98.1 109.1
August 55.1 1112 772 98.3 109.4
Seplember 55.4 114.5 7740 99.3 1114
October 533 113 754 98.8 111.2
November 55.1 114.6 737 98.5 111.0
December 56.9 114.5 73.9 98.1 1102
January 58.2 1119 736 96.9 109.1
February 574 107.3 74.8 96.9 108.2
March p 62.9 109.3 76.1 95.6 108.6

Aprlp 62.6 105.9 76.9 96.1 108.2




TABLE 4. EXPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC}
SELECTED SECTTON INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of cach index: Year 1989-90 = 180.0}

Chemicals Machinery
Food and  Manufactured and  Miscellaneows
and Crude Mineral related goods by transport  manwfactured
live animals materials Juels products material equipment articles
Period {0 {2} {3 {5) {6} {7) (8)
1960-91 87.6 89.4 111.8 100.2 93.3 98.6 99.9
1991-92 ROR 82.0 105.7 £9.1 81.3 96.6 99.8
1992-93 99.0 79.6 1144 89.2 83.4 100.5 1075
19592-93 —
February 102.4 81.2 1175 906 83.7 101.1 109.8
March 160.3 79.0 114.6 88.9 804 100.8 109.4
Apri! 98.4 75.0 111.7 88.7 77.9 100.9 108.5
May 99.1 TR 133 88.4 78.0 101.4 109.1
June 102.4 73.3 1149 o0.6 806 102.0 111.9
/993.94
July 102.9 745 112.7 901.4 807 1017 112.2
August 103.1 743 112.4 89.8 B0.S 102.0 112.2
September 104.7 756 117.5 90.8 80.6 103.3 114.0
Oclober 102.6 741 1152 901 79.0 102.9 114 %
November 1034 5.1 1133 89.5 716 162.6 1142
Decernber 100.8 713 1105 83.9 Fi6 102.1 1133
lanoary 594 156 104 8 863 7.1 1008 111.4
February 96.9 74.3 103.5 843 T80 100.6 109.6
March p 98.6 715 104.6 824 79.2 99.8 ez
April p 98.1 76.2 101.9 813 799 100.0 109.0
TABLE 5. EXPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE AUSTRALJAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION {ASIC)
SELECTED DIVISION AND SUBDIVISION INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NUMBERS
{Buse of each index: Year 1989-%0 = 100.0)
Agricidture, Frod, Chemical,
foresiry, beverages petrofeum
Jishing Metallic and and coal
and hunting minerals Coal Mining tohacen products  Manufacturing
Periord {A) (1) (12) iB) i27) f27) ()
199091 77.1 106.5 102.4 106.8 932 1475 97.0
1991.92 729 102.3 1027 1435 92.6 103.5 89.8
1992.93 74.6 101.9 1103 108.0 99.0 106.7 94.1
i992.93 —
Febtuary 76.6 i04.6 113.3 111.] 101.9 108.5 93.2
Match 74.5 1020 111.4 108.3 100.0 106.2 93.0
April 71.4 96.6 107.5 103.7 98.7 107.0 92.6
May 69.5 943 109.6 103.9 100.7 106.5 924.1
June 70.0 96.6 1123 106.4 104.2 107.3 96.5
1963-04
July 71.6 96.0 1099 104.9 105.0 146.7 97.2
August 713 95.0 1094 104.1 106.4 106.5 96.8
September 2.5 974 115.2 108.2 107.2 108.0 97.4
October 70.6 96.3 1125 106.3 1049 1077 96.5
November 72.1 96.2 127 105.7 1053 105.6 96.2
December 3.0 S6.0 110.3 1044 104.3 103.4 95.6
Janvary 7.7 937 105.1 100.3 102.6 09.4 93.8
February 69.8 0le 103.8 98.6 100.9 97.5 92.7
March p 735 91.6 104.9 98.8 103.2 97.2 93.7

Aprilp 722 88.1 99.9 95.0 1043 97.6 94.0




EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains the Export Price Index
on the reference base 1989-90 = 100.0. The September
1990 issue of this publication contains a more detailed
description of the index. A detailed description of
previous Export Price Indexes is contained in Year Book
Austratia No. 53, 1969, pages 256-7 and in Year Book
Austratia No. 538, 1972, pages 240-2 and in the July
1979 issue of this publication,

2. Table 1 contains index numbers for total experts of
merchandise rom Australia - the Al groups index.

3. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution
which sclected merchandise cxports make to the total
All groups index (sec paragraph 17)

4. Table 3 contains index numbers for selecled
sections of the Australian Harmonised FExport
Commodity Classification (AHECC).

5. Table 4 contains index numbers for sclecied
sections of the Standard International Trade
Classification (SITC), Revision 3.

6. Table 5 contains index nuambers for selected
Divisions and Subdivisions, on an ‘industry of origin’
basis, of the Australion Standard [ndustrial
Classification (ASIC). The ‘industry of origin' is the
industry in which the cxported commeodity is primarily
produced, dectermined in  accordance with  the
classification rules of the ASIC. It is therclfore not
necessarily identical with the industry [rom which the
export transactions are aciually made. For instance,
many exports arc madc by traders or by marketling
authorities, but thesc cxports are classified to the
appropriate producing industrics, rather than to lhe
wholesale trading industrics from which they are
actually exporied.

Scope of the index

7.  The Export Pricc Index measures changes in prices
of all exports of merchandise from Australia. It includces
re-¢xports of merchandise {that is, goods which are
imported intc Australia and exportcd at a later date
without physical transformation). The index numbers
for each month relate to prices of those cxports of
merchandise that are physically shipped from Australia
during that month.

Items and weights

8. The index is a fixed weights index. The index
items, i.c. the commoditics directly represented in the
index, were selected on the basts ol their export values
in 1988-89. They constituled approximately 95 per cent
of the total valuc of cxports of merchandise from
Australia in that year. The selected items were allocated

weights in accordance with the average value of cxports
for each item in 1988-89. These weights were then
revalued o reflect 1989-90 price levels. Many of the
items carry not only their own weight but also the
weight of unpriced commoditics whose prices are
considered (0 move in a similar manner. Full details of
the weighting pattern of the Export Price Index, i.e. the
percentage contributions for index items and groups, are
contained in the September 1990 issue of this
publication.

Prices

9. In gencral, prices are obtained from major
exporters of the selected items included in the index.
The point of pricing for the Export Price Index is the
point at which the goods physically leave Australia, i.e.
prices are on the basis f.o.b. al main Australian ports of
export.

10. As the prices used in the index arc cxpressed in
Australian currency, changes in the relative vatue of the
Australian dollar and overscas currencics can have a
dircct impact on price movements for the many
commodities that are sold in currencics cother than
Australian doftars, Where cxports are sold at prices
expressed in lcrms of a forcign currency and forward
exchange cover is used, the prices in the index
EXCLUDE forward exchange cover,

11. The price scries used relate to specified standards,
gradcs, types, ctc. of each commodity with the aim of
incorporating in the index price changes for exporis of
representative  goods of constant quality. Wherever
possible, prices to predominant export markets are used
for cach of the specified goods priced, in order 10 lessen
the impact of price variations alibutable seclcly to
changes, over time, in market destinations. In most
cases prices are combined using fixed weights between
markets. Weights belween markets are revicwed from
time to time and reviscd where necessary,

Index numbers

12, Index numbers for financial years arc simple
averages of monthly index numbecrs,

13. Index numbers for the current month and the
previous month are preliminary and subject to revision.
However, from Lime to time, index numbers for earlier
months may be revised. This will occur whenever the
ABS discovers that prices previously reported by
respondents are incorrect and corrected prices are
obtained. It can also occur for those exports where some
dala used in compiling the indcx numbers has been
estimated (e.g. cxport market combining weights).
When [inal data becomes available, index numbers arc
revised as far back as necessary.



Analysis of index changes

14. Care should be cxercised when interpreting month-
to-month movemenis in the indexcs as short-term
movements do not aecessarily indicaic changes in trend.

15. Movements in indexes from one period to another
can be expressed either as changes in 'index points’ or as
percentage changes. The following cxample illustrates
the method of calculating index points changes and
percentage changes between any two periods:

All groups index aumbers —

April 1994 89.8 (scc Tablc 1)
less April 1993 90.9 (scc Table 1)
Change in index points -1.1

-1.1
Percentage change = 50.9 ¥ 100 = -1.2

16. In this publication perceniage changes are shown
in respect of movements between:

« corresponding months of consecutive years
» consecutive months,

17. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution
which selected catcgorics of exports make o the All
groups index. For example, Mincral products
contributed +25,34 index points Lo the All Groups index
number of 89.8 lor April 1994 and -0.80 index points to
the net change of -1.1 index points,

Related publications

18. Users may also wish w rcfer o the following
publications which are available on request:

Import Price Index, Australia (6414.0) -~ issucd
monihiy

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Muanafacturing
Indusiries, Austratia (6411.0) — issued monthly.

19. Other ABS publications that may ol interest
include:

Balance of Payments, Australia (5302.0) — issued
quarterly.

20. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products,

Printed by Alan Law, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra
@ Commonwealth of Australia 1994

Recommended retail price: $3.50

Australia (1101.0), The ABS also issucs, on Tuesdays
and Fridays, a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications to be rcicased in the next few days. The
Cataloguc and Publications Advice are available from
any ABS office.

Unpublished Statistics
21. As well as the statistics included in this and related
publications, the ABS has a large range of other
rclevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be
directed (0 the contact in the phone inquirics box at the
front of this publication,

- Symbols and other usages

p  prcliminary — figures subject to revision.
r figure or scrics revised since previous issuc.
—  nil or rounded to zcro,

Electronic services

DISCOVERY. The ABS intends disconlinuing its
statistical  information  service on
DISCOVERY. Plcase comiact Peter
Davidson (Phane (06} 252 6684) 10
discuss possible  alicrnatves for
acquiring statistics or if you wish to
comment on this decision.

PC AUSSTATS. Thousands ol up-to-date time series

are available on this ABS on-line

service., For further information phone
thec PC AUSSTATS Help Desk on

{06) 252 6017.

PC TiLEsTATS, This service provides:

« foreign trade statistics tailored 1o
users' TEqUITCITCALS. Further
information i available on
(06) 252 5404

» toxt and tables for selected Main
Economic Indicator publications.
Further information is available on
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available
on [(loppy disk. Further information is
available on (06) 252 6684.
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