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CHAPTER 1L.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.
§ 1.—Collection of Returns of Retail Prices and Rents.

One of the most important functions of the Labour Section of the Bureau
is the regular ccllection and tabulation of returns of retail prices and house
rentals.

The retail prices of an extensive range of articles and services in common
demand are collected at frequent intervals from representative rvetail
establishments in the more important towns throughout the Commonwealth.
The prices of a less cxtenrive range of commaodities are also collected at
annual intervals from most towns of any significant size, the total number
of towna so covered reaching approximately 200,

Definite standards of quality have Leen established for cach article in
order to ensure that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, prices for
articles of identical grade or quality will be recorded at all times and
for all places. These standsrds, which are incorporated in printed
““ specifications ", are closely watched and revised from time to time to keep

« them in harmony with changing trade practices and conditions.

The actual collestion of the data is carried out, under the direct supervision’
of the State Statisticians, by specially qualified officers of the Bureaun, while
a supervising field officer is provided to assist in the co-ordination of activities
in the several States. The prices of foods are obtained, where practicable,
from about ten retailers in each of the capital cities, and from about five
retailers in the provincial towns. Tradespeople and agents are carefully
selected in order to ensure the supply of representative figures for the whole
of each town, and returns arc carefully verified if there should be any doubt
as to the accuracy of the information supplied. The movenient in wholesale
prices of commodities is used as a check when the indicated movement of
retail prices appears to be abnormal.

Returns of rents are made at the middle of each quarter by o representative
number of house-agents in each town, for brick and wooden houses
respectively, classified according to the number of rooirs. The returns
from the larger cities and towns show the rents of individual houses, all of
which are inspected by the Bureau’s field officers. The returns from the
smaller provincial fowns are in the form of averages supplied by house-agents,
As opportunity permits the system of listing and inspeeting individusl houses
in provincial towns is heing extended. .

§ 2. Compilation of Indexes of Retail Prices and Rents.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the compilation of indexes of retail
prices and rents are hriefly described in the following pages. Tor a more
detailed explanation, and an analysis of the problems involved, the reader
should refer to the Appendix to Lshour Report No, 9. .
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2. The “Regimen *,—The * regimen” from which the retail price
indexes are compiled consists of a list of those commodities and services which
most commonly enter into the consumption of the average household. The
regimen is divided into the following distinct Groups and Sections :-—

) Group. Bection,
. A —Groceries.
I. Food and Groceries .. € B.—Dairy Produce.
¢.—Meat,.
I1. Housing o .. D.—House Rent.

(E.~—Clothing—Man,
F.—Clothing—Woman.
II1. Clothing . .. 4 G.—Clothing—Boy (10} years).
H.—Clothing—=Gixl (7 years).
J.-—Clothing—Boy (33 years).

K.—Household Drapery.

J’ L.—Housebold Utensils.
M.—TFuel and Light.

LN -~Other Mlsce]laneous.

IV. Miscellaneous ..

An index (the ““ All Ttems ™ or “* €’ series) is compiled for the whole of
" the above Groups, but for many purposes indexes are required for each
Group or Section separately. For this reason the following indexes are
regularly compiled at tbe intervals shown, and published in this Report
and other publicstions issued Ly the Buzeau :—

Groups. Cotitent Freduency.
I Food and Groceries. . . .. .. | Monthly
II. Housing (4 and § rooms) e . .. | Quarterly
1. and I1. Food, Grocerles and Housmg {4 and 5 1~00ms)
{* B Series) .. Qunrterly‘
- IIL Clothing .. s - .. .. | Quarterly
IV. Miscellaneous Household Requirem‘ent.s .. | Quarterly
I, IL, IIL and IV.| Food, Groceries, Housing. {4 and 5 rooms},
. Clsthing and Miscellaneoua {** C * series) v | Quarterly
1 Food and Groceries (*zoo Towns™ series) .. | Yearly

For convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the.‘ series” designation shown against them. These
indexes are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposes of the indexes referred to zre shown in the following table :—
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen,
GROUP IL—F0O0OD AND GROCERIES.
Coat of
Items in
Masg Unit p]:ﬁell;ntz:;e n;f
No. Itam. Unit. {1.3‘31‘ capita). 16 605t —
B{ elbourne,
4th Quarter,
1937,
)
SrcTioN A.—GROCERIES.
1 | Bread, white flour (cash clelwered) 2-1b. loaf .. 100 6.3
2 | Flour, ordinary .. 2 lb, . 25 1.3
3 Flour, self-raising .. oo | 2-1b. pkt... 1z 1.0
4 | Tea .. oo | 1-b. pkt.., 8 2.7
5 | Bugar, white granulo.ted IA 1 1h. 100 4.9
6 | Rice, polished (Australian) 1lb, & 0.3
7 Sago, seed tapioca A 1 lb. .. 1 0.1
8§ | Jam, plum .. 14-1b. tin. . 8 a7
¢ | Golden Byrup .. 2-fb. tin .. I 0.1
16 | Oats, Aaked, loose 1lb. .. 8 0.3
1¥ | Raising, seeded .. . 1-1b. pkt... 5 a.6
12 | Curranta, loose, 2.Crown .. 1lh. 2 0.2
13 | Apricots, dried, Joose, 2-Crown 1 lb, 1 0.2
14 | Peaches, canned . 30-0z. tin 3 0.3
15 | Pears, canned 30-0%. tin I 0.1
16 | Salmon, in tins .. 1-1b. tin .. 3 0.4
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7 1b, 18 0.0
18 | Onions, brown .. 1 lb. 14 0.3
19 | Boap .. 1lh, 16 1.4
20 | Kerosene, llghtmg, bulk | quarh 4 0.3
Secrion B.—Damry PrODUCE.
21 | Butter, factory * choicest ™ 1-1b. . 30 6.8
2z | Cheese, ordinary, mild 1 lb. . 4 0.6
25 | Eggs, standard, new laid 1 doz. . -6 1.3
24 Bacon, rashera, begt middle 11b. 1z 2.9
z5 | Milk, condensed, swectened . I $in 5 Q.5
26 | Milk, fresh—in sealed bottles or not.
bottled quart 72 5.6
SEcTiON C,~—MEAT,
Beef (fresh}—
27 Girloin {Roast) 1 ib. . 18 2.2
28 Rib {Roast) including bone 1lb. . 22 2.2
20 Bteak—Rum <o | t1b, - I 1.9
30 Sgeak—ChucE (stewmg} RN - 20 1.5
31 Sausages o | Tlb. . 7 0.5
Beel (comed)— .
3z Silverside, average quahty 1t 1b. 14 1.4
33 Brisket, rolled . I b, 18 ‘I
[ Mutton {fresh)—
34 Teg .. 1 lb. 20 1.8
35 Forequarter 1 lb. 15 0.8
36 Loin.. .. ilb 4 0.4
37 Chope—Laoin .. 1 tb. 30 3.0
38 Chopa—Leg 1lb. e 10 1.0
Pork (fresh)—
39 Leg .. 1lb, . 3 0.4
40 Loin. . 1lb. . 3 0.4
41 Chops 1 b, A 3 0.4
GROUP II.—HOUSING.—8zction D.—RERT.
42 | House Accommodation{b) oo | week .. 52(¢) 40.9
{a) D" Serea, (#) Four and fAve roomed houses, (@} Per houwscheld,
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- Retail Price’ Indexes—Regimen—continued.
GROUP UI.—CLOTHING,

l lgas: . Manas

n : Unit

No. Item. {por || No- Ttem. (1;:::
ca;}lta), mp.i.ta).

SECTION E.—CLOTHING—DMAN, :
SECTION ,—CULOTHING—DBOY {10} YEARS)-—conid,

1 | Suit, ready-made, Worsted (Ao 0. 67 !
tralian)
2 Tre::;ll:g;m\:gl]‘king, Cotton Tweed 2.0¢ || 46 Cl\erci;:;atr ready-nnde, Tweed {Aus- | o0.33
. traiian)
3 Ovterlg.‘i?::s rendy-made, Tweed (Aus- 0.2% 43 Cap, Skull, Clolh .. .. 1.59%
4 .. - .. ..
4+ | Hat, Fur Felt (Australian) .. .00 | Jo | Shirs, Spotta . 5 00
g g{:}it' Eﬁt‘l‘;‘éﬂvgﬁi:’“o coflars .. :23 50 Sin]glet Wool and Cot.tou (short, 1.00
. .- ‘e ules
Collar, semi-soft, white | 6,00
3 | Stoglot, Wool 4nd Cotton (shorb | 1.00 3% | fingics Cotton (athletic) 1.00
eleeves) ’ " .
o | Singlet, Cotton ¢(athlctic) roo || 32 St?ckings :P'o"’ .:Ml Wool . 400
54 [ Pyjamas, Winceyette s 1.%0
1o | Uniderpants, Wool and Cotton (iull 1.00 v
length 55 gullover, All Wool . 0.%0
y “ o 56 | Shoes (for Lest wear), Lox chrllng 1.00
L2 U‘zgf;l!::‘}““- Cotton  * Shorts 1.00 {l o | Boots chhool). Box Yeariing 1.00
1x | Sox, AY Wool (fancy) .. 2.00
13 | SBox, Wool nod Cotton {fancy) 4.00
1| Hamanerehi t, Cotton . ol sl
1 andkerchize on ., e 00U
,2 Pyjsmas, “{'in%cyclt.te .. .. r.50 8EcTION H.—CLOTHING—OIRL (7 YRARS).
17 | Pullover, All Wool . 1.00 .
18 | Shoes (fot best wear), Bm( Calt 0. %0
1y | Boots, working, Box Hlide o I 50
58 | Direas, wool-deAchlne e ‘e 1.00
59 . Lo . ..
SECTION F.—=CLOTHING—W OMAN. 60 | Dresa, Cotton . . 3.00
. 61 | Top Goak, Tweell (Aust) rallan) . ©.33
Gz | Hab, W ool l'clt.(‘\usl.ra.linn] . 1.00
63 7 Hat, Straw .. .. .00
20 | Costume, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- o.50 || 64 X o .. ..
tralian) 13 PetLicont. Art Eilkc . . 1.00
21 | 8kurt, ready-made, Tweed {(Aus- £.25 |b 66 | Singlet, Sk and Wool .. . 0. 50
tralian)y 47 | Singlet, Art Silk .. .50
22 . ‘e 69 | Bipomers, Cotton, ﬂecry-lined ve 2,00
23 | Hat, Fur Feit (Austtalmn) .. 0.75 {| 6o éi‘[omllinem, ﬁrblsm: . i 2.00
-2y | Hat, Straw ., | 1.50 4| yo ckings, Cashimere .. | oo
25 Frock ready- tmge, gottgﬂk .. 1.50 || 71 }:YI‘I nas, :\\ltngicivkcttn .. . o33
26 | Frock, ready-made, Art .. .50 || 72 viamma, Art 5i N . 0.33
z7 | PBrassiers, Cotton Yroeade . e 4.50 || #3 | Pullover, All Wool .. a.%0
z Undarvest, Wool and Att Sk, ., 1.5 [} 74 | Shoes {for  best \\\m), Tatent .67
29 { Undervest, Art Sitk ‘e .. 1.5 ther
30 Joom Sk .- . . 75 | 8hoes {school), Tox Vearling “ 1.50
31 | Bloomers, Art Si . .. 4,50
32 | Princess Slip, Act Sk, .. 1.00
33 | Stockings, Silk .. I ) .
34 | Stockings, Lisle .. AR 3.00
33 giovee, I;Iabrlc . .. 2.2% SECTION J.—OLOTHING—DBOY {34 YEANS).
3 ovea, Nappa . . ©.75
37 Nightdress Art Sk .. .. 1.50 N
33 | Pyjamas, Winceyette ‘e 1.50 -
39 | Dresamg Gown, ATt Silk .50 .
40 | Apron, Gotton . ; .e .. 6.00 |l 76 | Blouse Coat .. .. 1.00
41 ga:dlginfn ﬁ:ﬁ:\ool ) ai K o.50 || 77 11||11in rcud\-nmdc. Tweed {Aus- 3.00
42 oed {for wear), ace . .50 tralian)
43 | Bhoes (for ordinary wear), Box Call 1 1.50 | #8 | Overcont, ready-made, Twood (Aua- 0.13
' brabian)
79 ?nt, Cloth L ahid Co . 1.33
- 8o mglet, Wool an ttom Ve 1.00
SECTION G.—CLOTUISG—DBOY {10} YEARSL 3t | Simglet, Cotton {nthilctic) .. [.00
- 32 | Sox, Art Bilk and Liale .. o 4.00
831 | Pyinauaa, \\i'u;ccyct.tu .. z, 00
B4 | Pullever, All Wool .. ‘e o, 50
44 | Smt, " ready-mnde, Tweed {Ause 1.00 (| 85 | Shoes (for best wenr), Datent 1,00
traiian} Leather  ©
45 | Pants, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- 3,00 (| B6 ) Shoes -(for ordinary wear), Tan 2,00
trallan) Year]lng

. Th,c total cost of each seetion is multiplied by a section ' welght ' represen the ortlon of
the population eoverad by the section, ol v presenting prop
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—continued.
GROUP IV.—MISCELLANEQUS,

N L Musa Unle N " Mpas Uinis
o, tem. per 0. tem, (per
. household). ihovsehold)
SecTION L —HOGSEHOLD UTENSILE-=condinued.
SEcTION K. —HOUSEHOLD DRAFERY,
26 | Kuife, Table {atalnleas) o.10
27 | Spoon, Tea (atainless) o.08
1 { Mankess, D.R..{pair) o o7 28 | Spoon, Dessert (atainless) o008
2 | Manketa, 5 15 {pawr),. 0.14 29 | Fork, Table (atainlesa) ‘e oI
31 | Qullt, DB, Marcella , . o.2% 3¢ | Gloke, Elcctrle Tight (gas-tiled) 2,00
4 .. .. . .. 3t | Tron, Etectrle (foll slze) ‘e 0.10
3 | Sheets, D13, {pair) o.%0 )
& | Sheets, 8.1, (pair) ., I.00
7 | Fillow 8lip, Cotton .. 5.00 SECTION M.—TUEL AND LiaH?.
2 | Towel .. 3.00
9 | Table Cloth - .. ©.z20
10 | Tea Towel (yard} .. e 4.00 32 | Firewood (hlocks) {ewt ) () 10
33 | Gas, cocking (umits} (a) we | cLEIE
34 | Electtic lightlpg {units) .. 130
. 4% | Electric power (units) {a) . 1350
QSnc'non L.—HnUsEHoLD UTRNSILS.
Amoun;
per wer,
No. Item. X (pfr .
11 | Qup and Saucer (Stone China), . 2,00 ),
tz | Plnie, Dinner (Stone China) 2.00
13 | JFug, Quari (Mrownwerc) 1,00
14 | Teapot, Brownware {2.pint) o, 25 SECTON N, —OTHER MI3CELLANEONS,
15 | Basin, Iudding { Enamel), 6-lnch L.o0
16 | Tumbler {5-0z.) .. .. 1,00
17 | Kettle, Ennanel (6-pint) ©.20 i,
t8 | Kettle, Alununbun (6-pint) 0,20 36 | Union Duva .. .. i
19 | Bauncepan, Aluminhin (3-pint) Q.40 37 | hodge Duey .- . z
2¢ | Bocket, flalvanized {z-lneh) | . Q.10 38 | Medicine . .. e 4
2t | Dipper, Galvanjzed (z-quark) .. o 20 19 | Newspapers . .. 1]
22 | Broom, Millet N ool elso 40 | Recreation .. . o 14
23 | Droom, Halr, complete (xt-Inch) 0.33 41 | Smoking .. N . 3]
24 | Drush, Serabbing (10-fnch) . L.50 41 | Fates . .. .. %)
25 | Mop, l'ofishing, complete o.20 43 | 8chool requisites P e 3

* The total cost of each section s owrlbiplied by a section ** weight ™, repreacniiog the propurtion of

the population covered Dy the seotion

{o) Standard masg-units, In certain provincial towns where gas and for electricity are not uaed the
mass-units differ from the standard

3) A definite basic amount per week is provided for each of these items, and varied o accordonce
with Resolutien zo of the Conferencs o! Statisticians, 1g36.

3. The Mass Units.—The ““ mass units” or “muliipliers” represent
the estimated annual consumption per hcad in Australia of the units of
quantity shown in the column headed **Unit”., Thus the per capito
consumplion of bread in Australia is estimated to be Ioo 2-1b. loaves, and
of sugar 100 lb. In the case of Food snd Groceries {Group L) the *“ mass
wnits ”’ adopted are, approximately, the annual average consumption per
head for household purposes of the various articles during the years 1927
to 1929. In the case of Housing (Group II.), the “ mass unit” is the
multiplier applied to the weekly rental to raise it to an annual basis. In
the case of Sections E to L, the “ mass units ” represent the cstimated annual
consamption per head of the articles mentioned. In the case of Section' M,
the “mass units” represent the estimatéd consumption per household ;
while in Section N are shown the aclual amounts provided to cover the
estimated cost of the services included for an average household.

It will be noted that the © mass.units ™ are all shown on an annual per
capito basis, In the tabulation for indexaiumber purposes, the’ figures
are raised to a * total population ™ basis, by multiplying the aggregate cost
of each Giroup or Section by the numbers of the population properly applicable
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to it. Thus Group I. {Food and Groceries) is multiplied by the whole
population ; Group II. (Housing) by the total number of households ; Sections
E to J (Clothing) by the proportions of the population applicable to each ;
and Secticns E to N (Miscellaneous) by the total number of households.
The resultant index-numbers measure changes, therefore, in the cost to the
whole population of the commodities and services included.

The five sections into which the clothing group is divided are zomewhaut
arbitrary, but they are those adopted by the Royal Commission on the
Basic Wage (see § 7, p. 31). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being appheable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for a boy aged ter and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven ns
representadive of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three and a balf vears is taken as representative of children aged
four yesrs and under.

In cstimating the annual average consmmption per he'ld of food a.nd
grocerics for household purposes, small adjustiients in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On-the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consmuption of other simvilar foods. TFoods

“of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables other than
potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen, owing to the fact that
comparable prices for a standard grade for these items cannot be ‘olstained ;
while a further difficulty arises from the seasonal character of their product.lop
and consumption. The inclusion of such items, thercfore, would impair
the accuracy and stability of the index, and even if accurate information
could be obtained, the index would probably not be materially affected by
their inclusion. In the original regimen certain omissions were made partly
on account of the difficulty of securing comparable prices. Some of the
joeints of meat, for example, are not only insuficiently standardized,
but anomalies in price are not uncommon. In making these omissions,
however, the appropriate total weight for meat is distributed amongst the
mote standardized leings, .

The estimated anmal consumption per head of articles of clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements is based largely on the results of the
Royal Commisston on the Bosic Wage, which reported in 1920 and 1921.
After exhaustive inguiries the Comumission established what it condidered
4 desirable “ regimen ” for an average working family of five persons, and
set oub thé constituent items in its * Indicator List ™, This list, so far ag
it related to the articles in quest.ion, wag followed substantially in the original
compilation of the “* All Ttems ™ index, but, as old articles were deleted and
new ones .substituted, appropriate modifications were introduced. In these
revisions the principle has Leen followed of redistributing the mass-units
in the manner most conformable to the original findings of the Commission,

*The mass-units used for fuel and light are also hased, indirectly, on the
findings of the Commission. Until the September quarter of 1936 flat
amounis were used for the miscellaneous items of Section N, their chief
funetion—apart from o slight stabilizing influence ‘on the index-pumbers—
being to vary in accordance with tbe. Cominission’s findings the relative
heights ot the mdex-numbérs for the several States. Since the -date
mentioned, provision has been made to vary the amounts set down for three
of these items periodically, in accordance with ascertained changes.
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4. Relative Importance ot the Items and Groups.—The relative
importance in the grand aggregate of any item of the regimen will, of course,
change slightly with the variation of prices. In the last coluron of the
regimen for Groups L. (Food and Groceries) and II. (Housing) shown on
page 3, tbe approximate relative importance of the iterns in these two
groups can he gauged from the figures shown for Melbourne for the December
quarter of 1937. The relative importance of all the groups and sections in
the “ All Ttems ” (" (" series) index for Melbourne for the same quarter
was as follows -~

group. , Seetion. Pﬂ;&?::}ffoogggjm
A Groceenies . e s 13.27]
I. Tood and Groceries B Dairy Produce . . 10.4 %34.8
C Meat . .. 11.:}
11. Housing .. . D House Rent. [4 and 5 rooms) .. 24.1 24.1
E Man .. . 8.3
. F Woman . . . 8.9
ILL. Clothing .. .. G Boy, 10} )enrs 1.6 r20.5
H Girl, 7 years .. . 5.1
J Boy, 34 years . o.6
K Honseho?:'l Drapery I.2
. . L. Household Utensils o.
IV. Miscellaneous M Miscellaneous and Light 5.2 720.6
LN Other Miscellaneous 13.4
i00.0

5. Base Periods of the Indexes.—The hase peried originally adopted
by the Bureau for its retail price indexes was the yesr 1grr. When the
collection of the-prices of clothing and miscellaneous items was undertaken
for the purposes of the * All Items ' {* C * series) index, the month of
November, 1914, was adopted as the base period for this series. The
desirability of computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered
by o Conference of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from Ist
Jannary, 1930, the five years 1923-27 should be adopted as the base period.
Commencing with Labour Report No. 21 for 1930, therefore, the retail
price indexes have been published on this base, The aggregate to which
all index-numbers are related is the weighted aggregabe cost of the regimen
in the gix capital cilies during the period taken as base.

Index-numbers on the earlier bases mentioned will be found in previous
issues of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i) 1911 Base.—Food and groceries; rent of all houses ; and food,
groceries and rent of ail houses (A" serles)—Labour Reports Noa. 1 to 13, .
Tood and groceriea; rent of 4 and 5-roomed bouses; and food, groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses ( “ B " series)—Labour Reports Nos, 16
to 2o. )

(i) 1014 Base—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; clothing;
miscellaneous;  all  items of household expenditure (subsequently
retrospectively revised to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses only)—
Labour Reports Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed
. houses; clothing; miscellaneous;: all items of housebold expenditure
{ “ C” series)—Labour Reports Nos. 17'to 20.

* From Labour Report Wo. 16 to date these index-numbers will be found in the Appendlx to each
Report, apd in the Quarterly Summary of Australioa Statistics,




g ComMPILATION oF INDEXES OF Rerail I'rices axp DENTS.

The conversion of these index-numbers from one base to another may be
readily effected by multiplying the index-number to be converted by one
of the following factors :—

s ol gt Lo | aus

" Food and Grocerics .. .. 1.7580 ©.55029 1.5597 ©.64116
Rent (4 and 5 Roomsy .o o 1.G350 0. 00167 T.5415 0.64872
Food and Rent (“ B beucs] .. 1.7300 0.57785 1.553¢2 0.64384

. Clothing . - . . 1.3261 0.75¢12
Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. 1.3353 0.74851
All Mtema (™ € Ser 103} .. - .. T.45%53 0.68755

The resnlts chtained by the above method will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the unit
figure. .

6. The Methods of Tabulation,—The prices (converted to pence) received
from each retailer for each itean of the regimen are added together and divided
Ly the number of individual prices, These averages are then multiplied
by their respective “mass units ”. The sum of these products for each
section or group of the regimen is then multiplied by the population factor
applicable to such section or group, The aggregate so produced for any
section, group or combination thereof for the period taken as the base of the
indexes is Tegarded- as equal to 1,000. The index-number for any other
period 1s then caloulated by applving to 1,000 the ratio which the aggregate
for such period bears to the bare aggregate. The various base periods
adopted for retail price indexes {rom time to time are set out in paragraph 5
of this sectiom.

7. Relative Population Weights for Towns.—Weighted averages for any
combination of towns or Btates may be caleulated approximately by
multiplying the index-nambers* of the towns or States to be incladed by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the multipliers The population weights used in the computations of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding vears are as follows :—

Relative Population Weights Used for Different Towus,

N"““’.S;‘fth Victoris, Queenstand. 180111.11 Austraita, A‘Eﬁg’ﬁ": Tasmanla.
o .,; o = u e
Town. = Town, < Tawh, -1 Town, 2| Town. 5| Town. |
- @ = z ) =
g g = £ g g

Sydney .. |1z15Melbourne | 992iNrlsbane soolAdelalde styPerth, etc | zo8Hobart

[ 23

Neweastle ros|Bailarat .. AT woomba 26tKadina,.etc 11|Kalg'lie.ete| :2{Launceston] 33
Broken ILiN | 27{Bendigo . 49|'R0ckharn i 20!Pt, Pirie 1z{Northam s{Burnie .. n
- Goulburn 15 Geetong . sotTownsville | =6)ME Gamb'r s\Bunbury s|Devenport 5
Bathorat 10| W'nambool g tBll nlaberg ! 11|Peterhor'gh 3|Geraldton siQueenst'wn| «
——y - R— — — o

Totat .. [rag2| Total .. |rro7| tTotal .. | 302] Total.. | 344] Total.. | 240 Total.. (10

o

; ot ’l‘ou nsville amd Bundaberg were subatituted for Chiarters Towers {7) and Warwick (7) in the " five
towns ™ tabniation in the March Quarter of 1937,

* The official index-nunbers are ealeulated v operating on bhe * aggregates ™ of the towns concerned,
a procedure wineh gnay produce slightly different resuits from the above,
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The weights used are based.on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date.

The new weights given above produce results which differ only very
slightly from those obtained from the weights previously in use. "The latter
were based upon the 1921 Census results, fmd were last, published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

§ 3. The Food and Rent (“B ” Series) Index of Retail Prices.

1. General.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled in respect of the year
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several
earlier ycars shown below. It was designed to replace the *“ A ™ series index
{food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was the original index first
compiled by the Bureau in 1g12. Owing, however, to the continued use
of the latter index by Industrial Trlbumls for the purpose of adjusting
wages to variations in retail prices, the “ B ” series index never replaced the
“ A" geries in this connexion,

z, Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1907 to 1937.—Index
numbers computed separately for each seetion of the regimen, and the
weighted average for all sections together, for the capital city of each
State are shown in the next table.

v Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. (““B ** Series.)

The Index-numbers given in Lhe separate sectons of ihe tablg eannot be compared with eacl other in
onler to show the relative cost of honsing amd fod and groceries, since ench section or combination has
its own base, viz., the weghied avernge cust for Hhe six capital citics taken together dm'lng tho five-yearly
period 1925- 1927 for that section or evmnbination

{Base of eack Section: Weighled Average of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

TowN. ‘ 907, | I9LI. | 914. 19z1. 1433, | 1934. 1915, | 1936 1837,

. SEcTioN A —GROCERIES,
Sydney . .. 110 5§74 627 | rats 844 851 875 ET N P
Melbourne ‘s .. 461 521 562 | 1,070 r14 758 By 820 829
. Brisbane . .. 547 614 6oy | 1,70% 771 806 L:74.] 868 860
Adelaide .. .. SLO 541 268 | 1,096 718 82 o4 814 838
Perth .. .. 5rz $20 628 | 1,103 261 846 85z 864 000
Hobart ve .. 501 5606 Hog 1,087 789  B10 Biz 840 B71
Welghted Average (@} .. 4900 564 so0 | rong 774 8o 846 B46 5%

SECTI0N B.—DAIRY PRODUCE,

Sydney .. .. 551 574 656 | r.oSo 758 780 258 ro1 Bi7
Melbourne . . 571 567 615 [ 1,087 63z s 750 773 813
Erighane .. . 495 581 588 o83 656 683 691 00 268
Adelalde . . 548 651 705 | 1018 &ry o0 218 728 774
Terth .. ‘. ron F33 735 | 1.152 731 765 Bo1 816 830
Hobart . .. by 58r 695 | 1,097 641 665 701 202 bx
Weighted Average {a) . L1 501 654 | 1,092 715 730 »58 b ] So7

(o} For 5ix Capital Citics.



0 " Foop AND ReNT {“B" Serizs) INpex oF Reralt PRICES. .

Retail Price Index-Nambers : Capital Cities—*“B ** Series—continued.

TowN, | 1967, oLl l 1014, I 1931 I 1933. l 1934- ‘ 1338, l t4936. l 1937,
*
Srttiow © —MEAT.

Aydney .. ‘. 19 501 668 g0 764 Bzt Bis 881 006
elbourne o - 557 485 663 { 1030 732 758 755 fog 8s7
Erlsbane . .. 535 488 10 897 59 - 219 764 828
Adelaide .. .. 553 541 784 1 1,005 tog 832 804 839 85t
Petth v . ggg Bzyg BBI-{ 1,103 bedd 798 788 867 88y
Hobart .- . 638 780 | 1244 a1y L5 B4g 928 [
Weighted Average (a) .. 558 522 6ot | 1,0t0 746 84 702 842 877

3ECTI055 A. B A¥D C COMBINED.—F00D AND (ROCERIES.

Sydney .. .. 523 £53° 636 | 1,067 Soo Bz5 840 848 868
Melbourns ‘e s 517 523 610 | 1,063 713 8 78, 8og 836
Brisbane . 530 569 603 | 1,004 699 722 ¥63 791 828
Adelpide .. .. 3z 570 67 1,066 73 767 780 ol B26
Perth ‘e ‘e 670 753 r2 1,116 257 8oy Bzt 8%3 881
Hobart .. .. 6% £92 678 | r,133 757 786 o2 82y 870
Weighted Average (a} .. 533 559 640 | 1,064 751 »83 Bob 211 8s1
SECTION D.—HOUSING (4 AND 5 ROONS). :
Sydney .. .. %93 7o1 760 o8y 864 559 | . Bot 930 65
Melbouras ot .. 455 369 628 Ez0 Bor 808 850 3Bz o0
PBrishane .. .. 283 a7 466 Haa 81 601 720 rob B22
Adelsids . = s b 655 &op 694 yoo 736 795 832
Perth .. .. 458 524 589 739 795 704 9% 844 861
Hobart ‘e .. 405 452 (3¢ 881 86c ‘365 Ago 908 8ou
Welghted Average (a) .. 4197 ] 662 862 8oy 210 B3 arg otz
ALL SEQTIONE COMBINED.-—F00D, GROCERIRS, AND HOUSING N
Sydney .. . 848 £06 687 | 1036 822 840 Bsd 878 2049
‘Metbouree . .. 4G5 539 616 s 742 260 08 815 62
PBrisbane e .. 442 500 154 877 690 713 747 781 824
Adelnide . .. 524 618 671 7% 716 24 764 796 Bz26
Perth “ .. 504 672 670 g8z 768 8oz 111 Byo By1
Hobart RE i 508 542 621_| 1,044 792 814 822 856 -340)
Weighted Average (a) .. 520 573 648 G52 268 9z 88 Bas [ 872

{a} For 3ix Capital l"ltiee

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, 1933 to 1938.—The
following tables give index-numbers representing the variations in the prices
of food and groceries (41 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns at
yearly, quarterly and monthly intervals. In addition, index-numbers
are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and )earl3 variations
in bouse rents (4 and 5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceries
and housing,



Foop axp Renr (*B" SEries) INpEX oF ReTAIL PRICES,

Retail Price Index-Numbers {(** B ** Series).
{Base of cack Section () : Weighied average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 == 1,000.}

I1

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
», E : N
TPeriod. . § = g -é '§ & E "y g "y E s g4
-, -
gz | £ 2| 2ser| 2 | E| 2| &8 |E, e
= g £ E| % [e29 = T 8| 8|38 252
- 1 - -t o
& 7 & ] z [EFx=f = & = o | BE B
FooD AND GROCERIEA. '
1933 Boo | o9 | B8B6 | B5 ) 27| Bor | P13 | raz g 733 73B| 746 [ 713
19314 o fz25 834 gLy 815 Hoz 827 748 774 783 Fiil] 783 751
1535 . 840 g6 915 22 By 843 284 A1z Bon rqr 816 60
1546 .. 848 860 gag 841 838 551 Bogt Bag 824 806 821 10
1937 . 8G8 | 880 | /001 Bv4 | 855 | B2 | 836 | 857 | 951 834 834 837
1937 Mar. Qtr 852 485 (¥ 57 853 875 Br7 853 845 815 832 B1g
June ,, Bs7 875 904 Séz 848 §61 B2y 8406 Ba7 Bzr 831 825
Reps ., Bos 8ro | 1,001 880 853 86 A48 863 853 B4z 835 348
Der 879 882 | 1,031 B3g 830 82 B3 505 858 Bs6 837 854
1538 Mar Qir 878 Soz | 1,066 oot &rs 883 B0 860 862 847 843 850
. 1937 .
Jannary . 878 §8z7 978 Ao 8og 880 Bz0 Sz Bs7 820 830 830
Febroary .. | 87z | 887 ) ayy | 8s7 | Ssr | Ays | 815 | Ss3| Bso | Bi7 | B3z | Bi7
March . 865 88z a8o Bsy 848 868 808 845 838 810 B4 810
Apeil ‘e 865 870 993 EELY 350 868 B1g 848 840 810 83t 21
May .. H53 474 956 85y 849 As? 8z5 848 848 Bzz B34 Sa7
Jine . 854 Arr g2 85 545 858 Bay 842 By Bz3 829 §28
July . BG2 380 ik ARG f54 Bad 30 855 853 Bz7 BzB f40
Angush . 858 #rg | 995 48> S5z Afz 842 862 g8 | Bak | 837 543
Septomber .. B4 B78 | 1,013 898 g5z B77 862 &71 f59 8o &30 86z
October . 884 878 | 1,009 R8s fxz #86 5612 A6 Bxg By B3y 861
Xovember | 87 BE2 | 1,030 B3R 861 380 848 E6o 853 857 834 840
Deceinber 876 885 | 1,040 Ba3 §63 830 Bt 867 Bé3 B3 840 852
'1938.
January .. Ll BRE | 1,045 Aoy 8yz 380 848 860 | BAo | Bs4 40 849
February £8o 893 | o070 9ty R77 385 847 859 B4 841 841 figd
Marel; .. S0 8oy | 1,076 | oob 877 884 1 8s3 Bé&z 863 845 848 853
HotsIsG—{4 AXD 5 ROOMS). *
1633 B6q 779 H30 E12 781 Bso | ‘ot 636 041 -}':1 705 785
1934 LI 8o H42 820 780 857 808 LiLE @G58 741 Bez | - 7oh
1635 Bat 8319 G44 §60 777 881 50 GGG 688 8rz B43 833
16315 gao 857 5 87 1 18 B3z 68 7oz B B36 363
1937 5| 830 6 b7 L] ¥ | 909 59 836 | 859 | 89
1937 Mar. ¢ir.| o490 818 657 £r3 S17 gaz |- 8o onl-| 13 845 B4z By
June g0o 825 &by 873 816 a4z gob 7ot 723 826 Bso0 | Bor
Sept. 5, 973 | 83z | 673 | 873 | 86| oma | orz | 6oo | raq | 8B3q | Sr3) 8gB
Dec 978 842 678 A73 816 gbo ara 609 720 838 81 903
1038 Mar, Qte. |} 988 |, 843 Fin 373 816 | 069 | o4 g2 70U 843 | o133 | go8
FooD, GROCERIES, aND Hovaing.
1933 vo | 822 | zer | 7Be ) o4 | B | BiB| p42 q 696 | 608 | 73| sbu | 738
1934 L B840 i 518 | BiB | 817} zos | B38| 260 | r30| 738 | 755 | 789 | 266
193% 855 B53 83z |, 8as 8ol 857 ol 760 766 oz 28 8o
1546 .. 58 fs58 A3y 85 Bzq 875 B35 780 777 Bzs Bay 831
1937 . i 858 B&D B B33 B899 | 862 ™ 798 | e3 84 857
193 Mor Qtr | goo | Bsz | 851 | 861 Bgo | Bos | 847 | zor | oz | 823 | Bas | Ba3
“fune ,, o5 53 G6y 86y B34 8ot B54 788 7097 Bzr 837 LT
Sept. ,, a5 859 &7 841 837 900 81 797 8or1 837 B48 866
Dee , arg 86y Sg1 880 8B40 glo 877 798 Baz LYY 848 Br1
1938 Mar. Qtr. | o190 83 925 888 d50 915 827 793 Bor 843 B6g 8\71

(@} See axplapatory gote at top of table on page 0. -
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Foop axp Rexr (*B " Serizs) Iswex oF Rerain Prices,

Retail Price Indez-Numbers. (B ** Series,)—continued.

{Base of each Section (@) : Weighted Average of Six Capital Citics, 1923-27 == 1,000.)

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
2 & 1] B 2 2 : E’:
et L LR E 218 (pel| s |aqg| B B 4 [3s
£ 2|5 | E |2 |EE 3 1528 5| S sd |58
£ 1 2184} 85 |5 (388 % |83 | s |35 |28«
A & [eg! 5 2 (Zay = i=zE| & A {as Eadm
. FOOD AND GROCERIES.
{933 | sos | 678 | 7ig | Sosk| sere| sos | 73n | Boz | rse | zeo| ra | 738
1934 . 727 | Gpa 1 706 | Bopbl 732el 7o | ey | Bio| o5 | w45 | re6 | 770
1935 o 783 | 732 ) Boz | Bagh) zsgc| b5 | 280 | BGe | 813 | gprz | Saz 8y
1936 .. 73: 701 846 B88ok] 7BIe| 765 o8 874 1173 8oy 838 B
1937 . 828 ™4 863 ) 901 869 8 826 | 901 %12 | %45 | 810 88%
193y Mar. Qtr.} 840 | 818 ] %66 | 898 | 869 | Bys ] B1x | go3 | Bo® | 832 | B85y | 818
June 8z0 793 361 Bo7 867 A28 19 qa5 1%} 847 86y Bz26
Sept. 819 770 854 895 868 826 338 Q03 ard 847 874 843
Dee. o, §33 | 787 | 8ro| w13 870 | 8ag | &34 | Bo3 | oro g 852 BBy | 839
1938 Mar Qe.] B33 | #87 ) 879 | ozo ) 8yr ] 841 B4z} 8oz | 915 B65 | 887 | 847
1937 '
Jannary fs9 837 8y gag 8§83 863 a1 ol 00h 835 113 Bzz
February .. 838 815 k11 8ol 863 842 810 Qlo 898 Szg §bo Sy
March ‘e 822 Boy 857 8g06 861 830 5ol 902 891 &31 860 Bryq
April .. Az Sog 62 8g3 862 810 S1r 905 410 Sa4s 86y Bro
May .. §21 93 86z Sag 863 828 8z onG 919 840 65 B30
June .. 816 7ty Ao S50 873 Gz4 B2y 901 q15 348 862 810
July &18 730 858 £96 860 825 5z 200 916 Byq 874 833
August, . Sze | 770 | 854 | Eox | Bnt 826 | 837 | 908 | o016y 848 | 874 | 833
Beptember .. Bao 727 35t 297 864 Bz6 850 891 | 020 8so | 873 B5q
October .. LET 786G By [T 86y B35 830 857 Q21 849 851 844
November .. 835 789 827 ozl 873 Byz 833 8o97 a15 847 B8y 838
December B33 735 8o aLg 874 da0 829 8g4 g1 860 836 | B35
1038
Janmaty .. 8§30 781 g8 gI§ 872 B3r 836 8g2 oL} &g 837 Bar
February 535 | 78y | 878 | gro | 877 | 84z | 845t Bga | or6] 863 | 884 | Byo
Muareh . B35 rg Brz g24 EB G4z 548 803 1% 5§62 Bar 852
HOUSING—{4 AND § ROOMS),
1933 [3:3 7ol 567 siell boel G666 g4 359 Gor GLe 710 G676
1934 &1 732 395 s156|  G23:] 68: 200 353 598 (%] 653 6By
1935 720 | 746 | 896 { s30b| Oysef oy | 736 | 393 | ha2s | 620 ] 663 | srs
1936 706 rof 608 s1ob| B2z 748 795 381 Gz 648 721 772
1937 822 810 | 728 | B44 575 [ 810 832 ;| 371 659 685 | 737 | ana
1937 Mac Qtr.| 817 | B3 Cra6 | B8 | sy6 | So6 | %:ef 369 | 638 | et | 73 | s
June . B21 B50 726 ByB 578 Bre Baz 168 [i¥]: 683 a7 790
Sopt. . | 823 | $44 | 73a | B4z | sy | Biof 838} 368 | 676 | 431 | za7 | Big
Doe o, By f30 73z B38 574 814 852 178 GBI G680 737 823
1938 Mar. Gtr | Baq | 834 | 734 | Bst | s97 | Bar | 857y 79 | Goa | 686 | 3z | Baz
! Foolr, GROCERIES AXD Magsisa.
1533 .. 640 Giy-| 68y zood| 684 635 716 631 [ H03 248 713
1934 o] 7z gos | vos | voab| Gosei sz | r4z ) 630 | g2s | gor | ;46 ) 730
15335 | RaF | 737 | 730 7360 Fr6e| w45 | 784 | Gua | 40} F23 | 7so | sf:
1936 751 [ 77e | oSy | zard| zerel zrz | vof | O8g | Frs g r4a | 7oA | 7my
1937 824 | 8I0 | BOB BIT [ 82| 823 | B26 | 692 | BN V80 | BIG | 82t
to3s Mar Qtr | 829 | 823 | Sog | 876 | rs3 | 828 | Bro| 6ea | o5 | 75 | %09 | Bes
’ June 218 f1gq Sob 876 752 J19 E10) G633 So3 781 813 L1oY
Sept. Big | 8oz S04 87z | 751 | 818 836 ] 821 730 | B | Bae
- ec. . Bzg oz Bry E:-H 753 B2r B30 g0 Bzy 7is B2y B33
1938 Mar Qtr. | S3z2 foy 220 Zgr1 760 f31 846 9o 326 793 827 334

{a) See note ot top of page 9.

(b} Chnrters Towers,

(e} Warwick.



Foor anp Rext (“B " Sertes) InpEx Rerait DIRICES. 13
Retail Price Index-Numbers, (“B * Series)—continued.
(Base of each Section (@) : Weighted average of Siz Capilal Cuties, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, Z |s
8,
, 25 |2
Teriod 3 ’ = g .s g | 25 | =
- - T | % g | 2 |2e2| Bz |3E2
g 2 ] =2 15w = 3 & & | 1 #g £E |25
sl 8! 5|21 3F |554 21 3 £ £ (%8 § 3% 338
4 i : T - =
18l =t A1 3 tgkel 27 31 21 &1 5 |p28l 32 |58
Foor AND GROCERIES,
1933 | 757 | 936 | Be7 79% 760 | zrz | 757 | 736 | 64| 766 | 873 | ys6 | 751 | 754
1934 | Ber | o¥y ) 840 | B4 oy | Baz | 86| 265 | o3| o5 | Bop | 84| VB3| T8
1435 . 21 w77 | 952 Aso | Byb 834 702 780 | %30 | Bod 905 707 | 806 | ato
1930 . 853 ot 808 866 {3 266 By So6 a7 dar Hol 824 325 828
Ig\;ﬂ’ B8l | 1,012 | 928 L] 1] gog | 870 ; 857 932 $gl 027 870 | 851 B34
1937 Mar Qtr 868 [ 1010 | a5 13 973 88t 864 840 Byr Bio 922 862 Ba5 840
Junc ,, o4 | Lozo | 46 8oz | 476 otg | B65 853 | 906 | 88q a3t 8s6 | 843 847
gepb o, 8z 11013 | 937 | 893 966 334 866 | 850 | 904 | got | oz9 | 860 | 853 | 857
Do, 868 | 1,004 g13 831 927 880 B&s §71 113 Bgs 026 8583 861 864
138 Mar Qtr.| 883 [roce | 920 285 911 | oy Brs 871 406 Boh g4t 878 861 8635
1937 .
January B6r | r.o1y g3 880 | orr B&1 S7a Bsr | Bgs 8ot o930 570 §x3 Bsy
February 863 | 1,000 go7 A8 973 Br7 870 B4z &4z 578 9Ig 864 834 848
Marel B73 | ooy | vzr | BBy | a6g | 836 | Bsc| B39 836 | 872 | o1y | 852 | B3z | B4z,
April 9oz | 1,030 a3h 895 Brg 411 866 846 405 883 o206 864 844 B4B
May . a0t | ozt 043 BB afio atz BH7 53 aob LEXY 936 A8 Byz 846
June ‘e gof | Lerg 050 898 9649 18 a1 261 g08 Sg1 03T 867 843 847
July 803 | 008 048 8o0 975 $05 B61 §65 gob goz 532 468 849 853
August 876 | oo | 934 8g0 970 590 A58 50 SqR et] g8 864 §48 | 852
September | . 87¢ | 1,011 gzh By @54 BBg 830 853 o7 o600 Q29 875 63, | ‘865
October .. 87z | 1,008 0zt 88y o34 585 883 866 Qo2 BoB 923 88c 466 868
November .. 866 | 1,002 | 905 86 | iy Bro | 2% | 870 | o006 | 8Bos 932 28s 4sp | 86z
December .. 864 | 1,001 a14 803 924 8z 88y |* 878 go7 8oz 033 384 859 863
19:38
January .. 874 | 1,003 | 015 2By 1 gog 385 875 81 o3 | 8oz 936 873 ] 858 862
February .. 878 | 1,000 a1 a8 218 88g | ‘278 73 qo5 900 40 &80 d6z Bo6
Muarech 8g8 | 1,018 a28 285 G20 9oz &7 8ig e 304 9406 876 86y 868
HoosiNG-—{(4+ AND 5 Lo0oMS). i
1933 795 | 816 | 7BG | Frz | o4 | Boe | Bbe | 7o | &£y8 ) 678 | 69y | Br3 | Bos | 788
1034 e 204 Ho1 781 775 az% bos 868 709 657 682 706 By Bro 708
1935 79z | 1,050 | 767 810 940 Bry | Boo 778 | 608 730 730 | Ba6 | Bap | B:8
1916 834 | L,I74 704 886 | 1,010 A7z 908 Srx 750 726 755 858 arg 866
1937 ' 861 | I, 860 983 | 1,064 a1 899 826 | BIG 723 98 1 861 22| 8w
1937 Mar. Qtr. 857 ;.305 33 958 | L,o5a Bos B3 822 773 71 77 B34 Sog 885
. June -, 858 (r300 | 8s1 | o8y |ro%9 ; BB | Bog | B2y | 830 ) 73| Boy| S50} gor] 8oz
Sept . Big | 1,310 872 991 | Lo7I 903 gol A28 830 717 3oz L1 917 02
Tree. ., 860 | 1,313 R85 004 | Loy Qo 007 830 B30 720 813 a68 G213 Qo7
1938 Mar. Qtr.| 868 [ 1,314 &82 993 | 1,057 goy 000 831 830 756 771 870 930 aly
Foob, GROCERIES aND HoUsING.
1931 768 | Sgo | 7oB 4 Bz | 821 2Bz | zgxl 46| vaz | 7asz | Boo | yry ]| 6B} 6
Frev | oz | o3s | Bax | Bzo | Bss | 816 | Ela| o6 | 7is | 734 | 830 | Fey| 7or{ 790
1535 s 1o | 1,003 Baz 336 8ro 826 Bz7 785 755 783 843 Bz 818 B16
1936 . Ban | 1,064 Bs& { B3 g;g Bor | 856 Sor | &ro oo b 84q 835 | Baq | B41
1937 BEL | 0,126 | B899 | 924 9 a9 B79| 843 | 866 [ 824 | 874 B65 | 872 | B&Y
1937 Mar. Qtr. | B6r | r,r23 &80 nog | 1,002 S84 873 B35 843 816 a1 87y 364 LT3
June , 884 | 1,130 go7 [ 030 [ 1,000 | 906 g74 1 Zqo | 875 Bzz | 879 gor B6G | 363
Sept. 873 | 1127 Q00 g29 | 1,008 8g6 &8 845 873 83t 878 £65 g8 i
Irec. . | 868 |23y goo | o929 | oBr | BBB [ 391 | 853 | Bra | B2s| 870 [ Br5 | 383} &7
1938 Mar Qtr Bry | 1.120 go3 a5 [liks 897 336 854 874 841 873 873 L1 832

{a) See note wt top of table on page 9.
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§ 4. The All Items (“C" Series) Index of Retail Prices.

1. General.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household requirements,
and for convenience of reference Lds been designated the “ All Items”
( C " series) index. It has become more important ib recent years because
of its adoption by the Commeonwealth Arbitration Court from 1st May, 1934,
for the adjustment of wages controlled by that Court. It is used at present
.as the basis of the ““ Court " series of mndex-numbers adopted from July,
1937 by the same Court.

The compilation of this series was nndertaken by the Burcau following
a recommendation of the Roval Commission on the Basic Wage, which
reported in 120 and 1921I. A short eccount of its mquiries and findings
is contained in section 7 of this chapter. The Commission itself had collected
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to 1920
inclusive. In consequence, the Bureau commenced its own more
comprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from
November, 1921, and continued them at quarterly intervals thereafter.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : CaBital Cities, 1914 to 1920.—The
table published on page 24 gives mdex-numbers representing the variations in
the prices, in each capital ¢ity, of (i} foed and groceries, (i1) housing (4 and §
rooms), (iii) food, groceries and housing combined, (iv) eclothing, (v)
miscelfapeous hionsehold requirements, “and (v1)} all items of household
consumption combined, in the years 1614 to 1920 inclusive. The index-

" numbers for the clothing and. miscellancons groups for these years were
compiled from data collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to_
March Quarter 1938.—The following tables give index-numbers representing
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i} food
and groceries, "(ii) housing, (i) food, groceries and housing combined,
{iv) clothing, (v) miscellancous requirements, and (vi) all iterns of household -
consumption combined,

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Inder-Numbers. (‘> Series.)
{Base ;: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA.
Perlod. & E g & e . g . . & =

: - = ] B c - & Ty a > &
F|E 8|2 |2 (=B8] E L, |35
2| 512 |2 15 (82«23 (E (2% |8%|a83
P E a4 Prfap - 2 2 L P ‘§ e T
5 = 5 o = =i = = m, <] = e

Kov, 1914{&1} 638 .. .. . .. . 616 .. .. .. .. .
» 1920 .. | 904 | gryr| o7z | g50 | 935 | 964 925 | 9B | 919 | gax | o4 | 924
Year 1932 .. 852 816 053 820 81§ 853 rsB 762 779 778 Ho1 760
w 1933 .. | 800 | 79| B8y 7Bs 779 | 8o1 Fr3 o o7az | 7ay | 3B | 246 | 7iS
o 1933 .. B25 | 834 | orz i 815 | Boz | Ber || 7eB | 77a| 783 Fee | 783 | 251
1935 .. B840 6o 935 S22 824 343 784 812 Eog a7 816 786
o 1535 .. 4B 860 G4% 841 B3k $21 Bog B30 Bog 800 LEXY 10
o TO37 .. 568 830 | 1,001 84 8535 b 836 Bs» 851 834 814 837
1937 Mar Qtr. &7z 455 a78 By LE3 875 817 853 845 815 Az f1g
. fine ., G5 &75 GG 8oz 848 61 Bzy4 546 847 821 831 825
o Bept 865 Arp | 1001 88g 853 0] 848 | *80a 853 842 835 848
w Deg 879 882 | 1,031 $89 E50 B3z 853 865 858 856 By 854
1938 Mar, Qtr. 873 Bgz | r.040 Qo1 875 883 f50 R0 862 Bay 843 Eso




Tue Arr, lrexs {“C" Sertgs) INDEX oF HFRralL PRICES.

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers.
(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.}

{“0* Series)—continued.

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
: @ ko 2 3 .
, . = & a i e.| 4 .
Ferlod. i1 % 1% | 2 |Zg3l £ |48\ 5 | £] 4|38
2078 (43) 2|2 |58E) 2 gg_ﬁ = | 353 £2
s S = R vy = = : e ([l
5| & |82 & | 3 [235] 2 |338| & | €3 | 258 253

Nov. 1014 {3} 614 .. . .. .. . 683 ‘e ‘e ‘. . ..

wo 1925 .| 085 | 895 | 949 | oBrb| 936 | 930 || g4t | 45| 968 | o023 | 997 | 943
L]

Y¥ear 1032 .. 738 729 808 a76b| 7rocl 749 761 848 88 772 119 767
w 1933 .. 699 | 678 749 | Bozb| jagrl 206 73t | Box | ssef ra0| 3| T3S
w1934 .. 727 694 766 Boyb| vaze| i30 767 840 795 745 795 77a
PO T-T1 S 263 232 803 408 754c| 765 #80 | Boo | 813 727 b 81z 784
oo 1836 .. ¥91 761 846 88oby 781r| 705 798 Beg 864 B804 838 $03
w1037 L. Bz8 794 863 901 860 815 826 901 arz 843 870 B3z

1937 Mar Qtr. B30 418 866 808 860 84% Brr oe3 898 B3z 857 818
W  Jipe 820 | o3 861 By7 | - 867 fz8 819 | o905 | 914 | Byr 1 864 ) B2
v Sept, 819 779 B5q 895 368 826 838 Ho3 9r8 847 Brse 843
w Deco | 833 | 787 | Bro | otz | 870 | Byp || Ba. | Boz | gvo| 853 8B4 B30

1938 Mar, Qtr. 833 737 | .870 9z0 &77 Byt 843 8oz gLs 865 887 847

s
*
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, féa g
- - o
; - EE
g ] o< g g 4| as H
P\ 28082) g | g 8 lnEl L ] L | B || 2R |nee
: =1 ] - 3 1] o o= =
HE-IR AR SRR IR AR AN R AE LIk A
HElS. v S Oh | @ =
SE|RE| 2 [& (S |za|m| 3| E| &S5 5|25 |28

Nov, 1914 {a} 745 . . e . .. 687 .. . “ R R 641 N
w1831 .. | 1,005| I,120| 1,054| L,0q9| 1,031] T,033|| 1,027 95B| 1,108] 99b| r,077| 1,011} 050 954

Year 1932 .. Boy| org| 8Bs4] B3| 862 By 797 wro| 830| 8221 oo4| FoB] V96 201
w1033 .. | 757 930] Boy| wo3| g7eo| z7y|| 737l r36| 764 66| B3| rse| 251 | 754
» f034 .. | Bo7| o8y Baol B46] Suy| Bz3)| 88 sbs| o3t 7es| Boo| 784 783 | 786
wo 1935 .. [ Bzx| gy7| Bsz2l Bsor Bg6} Bagll 7ozl yBgl 80| BoBil gox; voy| WG | BID
. Igab .. 853 poB| S8 366] oio| 866|| Bzl Sob| By En 98] 824 825 as8
o 1837 . 88| tyorz| 028 8gr| g61| Boz|| 8ro| fsy| oozl Bgx| g27] Sro| 851 854

v -

1937 Mar, Qir. | 868 1,010 o15] B31| oval 88:|| 864 846 Bor| 88e| ozz| 862| 845 849
W June goif ool 48] So7l grbl olg 8651 853 gofy 88l gsr] BG4l 843 | 847
o Sepk. ., 88z2| r,o13| 937] Boszl o66| Bag|| 866| 8s9| oo4) oo01| gz0] B6o| BEI | BST
n Dec. 868 1,004l 913] Sgr| oz7| 88| 885 8yl gos| Bos| g26| BB3) 861 864

1938 Mar, Qtr. 483 ro0g| gzo| 885 ‘gzzf 8Bog|| Brs| Brr| oof| 898l aqz| 373 86 865

{a) For index-numbers for Capital Citles, years rgoryq to 1970, 5¢¢ page 24,

{c) Warwkek,

& Charterz Towers,



16 TuE ArsL ITEM3 (% C' Semies) Inpex oF RETAIL PRICES,
Honwsing {4 and 5 rooms)—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (€'’ Berfes.}
(Base : Welghted average of Siz Capital Citdes, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA,
Petlod, 4 g ] s (g . g . . : .
- s | 3|5 PEFE Bl 51| 8] =[5 [Zgd
El81 g a2z gl 2002 | 5| 2|, |5d8
" =] - 3“’02 = = =] ] = oy
El e & | s | 2 Ed) 8B 2| & |58 g8
Nov..1g14 (0) sl . .. .. .. .. 608 .. . ‘e . ..
w1921 .. | 1,000 885 | 550 ELSS 596 066 845 479 527 668 685 289
Year 1992 .. | Bos | 799 | 622 |.Bgr | #8r | By7 | 816 | 622 6Gas| #18{ Sos| 709
o 1033 L. 864 v7o | €30 | B1z 781 Bso Sor 636 641 721 70% 783
w 1934 .. 869 783 642 820 780 By 808 G652 658 T4r 803 |* o6
o 1935 .. Bgx 830 G644 860 hekd 881 850 G658 G688 81z 843 838
» 1038 .. o030 | 857 | 653 | S8ro| Bra | ¢18 842 | 683 so2{ 86r | 8ib| Bog
w1937 .. | 965 | Bie | 669 | Sp3 | Bré6 | 947 || 9og | 600 | 7zo| 836 | 8591 8Bog
1947 Mar. Qtr, | 940 #18 657 | Br3 g1y a32 898 698 713 Byq5 Bq2 884
n June G0 825 [T 873 816 942 $oo 01 723 826 850 Botr
o Sepk 973 | B3z | Gr3| 8ra| &6 | g9sa | oi3 | Goa | 724 | 834 | B3| B8eB
o Dec. 078 Gy2 678 373 B16 g0 019 Gy 70 838 871 903
1938 Mar. Qtr. odB 848 1 F1g Br3 816 ofg 924 ﬁsz 703 43 gI11 god
’ QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
—g . . = . M
; = a
Teriod. . | = £ |e.8 ; ssf & . B
: : 'E gl = 2 |343( = a8l = 5 2159
AR AR AR R R RN AT
. 2 |= ] ] 5 e |B2
& ER| & | 2 |225] 3 |EB5! B |a8 |2E 253
Nov, 1914 {a) 463 “ ve N . .. 61y . ve .. .. ..
v 1930 oo | 623 | ser | 47o| s288| s3se| so4 i Big | 566 | Goz | 492 | s66 | b«
Yenr 193z .. 6ar | 649 582 s42b| brze| Baa 6o1 378 624 610 100 675
» 1933 .. 681 JoB 567 s17h| 61oc| 666 604 3}'3 éor Gra 7lo 676
wo 193¢ .. 6ot 3z | 595 | sish Gaye) 652 700 | 3B 598 | 623 633 634
w L1935 .. | 20| 746 | 396 | s3ob| G4se| vo7 || 236 | 3pa | 625 | 626 | 663 | 719
o 1836 ., 766 78 1 o8 stob| &z2ze0| 748 Fitl] 3R Bag | 648} rix 702
w1037 .| 22 ] Bqo| 728 B44 | syst fro | 832 ) 373 | 650 | 685 ) 737 | Sob
;3? Mar. {tr, 17 834 726 848 596 Bob 814 36% 638 691 737 741
o dune 821 Lo 716 B3 578 S1e B2z 36 (1] 68 737 799
» Sepb. . | B2y | Bas| 79| 842 sr3j Brr | B38| 368 | 676 | 681 | »37 | BIs
»  Dee 8z7 830 73z A28 574 814 Baz 373 GB1 636 737 828
£938 Mar. Qtc. | 834 | 834 | 734 ] 8st| sz | 82t | 857 370 | bo3 | 686 | 737 83
' WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. Z.le
. Bs o
52 1§
" pennd s o% ] ] “ <. § o § 4 <2 |& .
et 1B2iEE  d e EEE| . (1 gl g 13= 8 (ede
HEIE IR L DR A AR AR RE T
HEARIE IR L EAR AR R AR AL S
AElEdl 2 B (S eaja 3| &128 & <] 25 284
Nov. 1914 (@) sB6[ .. P B .. .. 525 . .. .. .. 649 ..
W 392F L)L 754 578 616] G4g) 779| ooy| Brop 676 204] 150 so5; 29| BT | 822
Year 1932 .. | 810 743 Bosi 756 orel Bes| 868 260l 7o2 a| 673l 8i51 817 | 800
» 1933 .1 7es] Brdl 786 syl gar) Bool BGo| yyel 6y8] 6vBl Gog S:3l BO4 | 788
w 1834 ... 794, o1 781 775/ 4g25| Son) Bés| 7 25? 6821 706 Bry4| B8I10 708
. 103§ .. soz| 1,050 267 Bro|l g4o| Bi3ll Bool 77 98| 7abl 730{ Ba6| 839 828
w1936 L. Bi4l 11741 74| 886|1,010] B7z|f goB|l 811} zsol y26[ 3w 838 879 866
» 1037 .. 861| 1.309| 860| oS3|1.064| go1|| Boo| Bz2é 816 723y e8| 861 W2 897
1937 Mar, Qe | 8s7| 1,305 B831| os8| 1,053] S5l 8ozl B2zl zvs| vzil gr1| Bse 899 | BES
1 nne , RsB| 1,300] 551 087|105 BeB|| 8sy) B24| 830] 723 803 Ssgi 907 | 892
W Sept, o, 864| 1,310 872 oor| 1,071 oosll ooi1|- 828 B30l 27| Bes| 864 917 02
. Dep. 866{ 1.313] 885 904]1,0m2 906[ go7| 8zo| 830 7ol B13 B6S 923 | 607
1938 Mar. Gtr. 86.‘3! 1,514 BBz og3| 1057 go;i gog\ B3r] Szo| ys6| rrzl &rel 9301 M4

{a} For jndex-numbers for Capital Cities, yearn ygty to 1¢20, 520 page 24.

(e} Warwick,

{d) Charters Towera.



TwE ALn Items (“ C” SEriEs) InpEX oF RETaiL Prices. 17
Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Retail Price Indexz-
Numbers. (“B *d) and *C ** Series.)
(Base : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000.)
NEW SOUTH WALES, % I VICTORIA,
Ferlod. o = . w -
=] a i o a . . é
R = g £ |Es . £ ] & ; g 365
S| Fl 81 2| 2 (2% 2| 5| 2| 5 |E, a5
T B E| 3| 2|25 2 5§ | % |3F |2k
Flwm | 8| 8| & |za=| A & | & |=28 =228
Nov. 1914 {0} 680 . e e e . 613 e .. . e .
w3t | uPr | g4 | 25| o286 | Bi5 ]| of5 | Bogs | 76g | 230 | B4a | Bss | 866
Year 193z .. 8y Ba23 835 834 Bo5 B6z 778 717 T30 763 8oz 773
w1933 .. B2z 791 289 709 | Y8 818 743 656 GgB 731 Féx r38
w I93%4 .. | 840 BIB| BB B17 | 704 838 769 | 730 | 738 753 789 | 766
w1935 .. 8§58 | #x3 | 832 835 | Lol Bsr 808 700 266 Boz B26 So%
o 1930 L. 88 858 | B37 ] B%3 | 8z 875 835 8o b Bas Bz27 B3I
w1037 Q04 858 B9 a7z 838 8og 36z 704 793 B33 842 Bey
1937 Mar. Qbr. ) goo | 857 | 85t ] 86| 340 | SHos 847 [ 7or| 702 | 25| 834 | 843
o June 8y5 853 | 364 564 B34 391 B5q 788 rqr §21 837 849
w Bept. o905 | 839 | B71 | 88| #37 | ogvo |l 87| worl So1 | Say | BiB | 866
wo Dec, 916 864 | Bor 880 &40 G106 877 a8 foz By7 848 87t
1038 Mar Qtr | g1l 823 o25] 838| Bso | ois |l 8771 703} Ber | 8)3 ] s6g | 8o1
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
Petlod g g | ! R
' s | & §| 2 £ |Tudl & |08 & 5 : 1T
a - = = = £ =] = [
2§ |3 B | 3 |229) 3 [Z55 5| 3| .% gk
‘2| g |8 z | B |SEE 3 |58F % (a5 |85 [BE<
3 & [25]| & 2 |2%5( T [S2E £ |88 | &% |25
HNor. :gr‘(a) 560 .. . .. .. .. I 658 .. .. i a ‘s
w Nu 8B40 77t | 7ro| Bzob| oae| B2 || Bo8 | Brr | B39 | 7o | 844 ) 8Bs
Year 1932 .. | o4 Goo | 728 | 758h| gibe 2031 736 | 68| w49 714 | 72 734
" 23y .. &50 [1.¥] 684 sooh| &84c] 689 716 651 603 603 74 TI3
v 1934 .. 713 | ros 705 703t 6o4e| Iz 742 680 | 725 7ol 46 739
w1935 .. 747 737 710 7365)  rr6c| 745 764 694 746 723 759 oI
w1936 L.} s8r | 7re | ¥5y ) 7arb| reie| 777 || yob | 6Bg | z7s | 745 | yea | zor
w1937 L. Bz, 810 508 Br7 732 823 810 [} 81t 780 816 821
1937 Mar Qtr, Bag 823 Sog 576 753 8:8 810 093 745 775 Sog fob
o dune 513 | Bry Sol | Byo 752 819 819 6g3 | Bos 781 &13 814
o Sepb, |, Brg Boz Boy Brz #x51 18 830 692 Ba21 78c 81y 830
w  Dez. |, Ao 8oz 814 832 753 Bz 8ag Ggo B2gq 78s 824 833
o318 Mar. Qtr. | 83z Bogq S20 | Ag1 I 766 851 846 ) G0 826 793 Bz B30
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TASMANIA. F
. 2818
4o i . ; §5 | &
Perlod. il ed | . . ; = g $ | g i 9z | %
TE23 e s gleEl L3 || & gd| =8 nge
cg|12&l 2| B8 |2l & £ S| 818 |5s|£8 {228
sEleS s 3|3 |o8) B gl | 8|8 98 8s 5ed
Ec|2g| 2 21|22 a | 3|28 & jx<|28 |28
Nor., :gu{a} 6Bg .. . .. .. . 630] .. . .. - -] B4 ..
»  192T o16] o8| B08| oorl o42i 918|] o1} 833 Bro 6es; Srx| gur) 924 BOT
Yeat 193z .. Bos| Bgz2| 836! Boq| oozf Bir|| 822] ra| 284 22| B2zl Boy| 803 | E£OD
w1033 .. | 768 BRoo| 708 782\ Bax| s8zl| . roz| 746 732 733| Boo| 774 T6B | V65
w1934 .. Soz2f oss| 825 820 B8s5s5| BI6|l Big| 660 748 54 B30 o4l V82| 79
» 335 .. 810| 1,003) Bo2| BaGl Sro| Ba6(f Bay| uBs] 7Bal B3 843 B1r| 818 | BI§
w1936 ., A40| to6q) 858 Br3zl ous( Bé7|| Bs56] Bop| 8ol roo| Begf B3s5| 844 841
w1937 871\ 1,126 8ol o023 oog| So4f| Bro) B3] 866 Szg| Byl 86s| &T2 ] BED
1037 Mar. Qtr. 861 1.723] 880] 0ol 1002 88 8731 938 843 8r16p 86 33y 864 861
. .une " 8B4{ r,130] 90rF[ 939 ::ooﬁ oufill Brq| 8B40 8r7s| Brz[ 87| 861 866 863
. Sept, 8y3|5.127| ooo| 9291005 BoGl: B78] Bys| Sr3p B3y Sr8| 868 876 872
w Dee 86s| r,e23] oool azg] 08t assl Bor| 853y 87y Bas| fro| Sp5) 883 | BT9
1038 Mar. Qtr.| 875 r,126] 903] oz5) o67| Sos 336| 854 874 84ry 87y 373| 686 ) 462

(4) For wdex-mumbers vor Capitad Cibics, years tory b0 £920, se0 page 24

{¢} Warwiek,

(&) Charters Towers.

) T'he index-tumbers i this table are the sume a3 thos e‘ol‘ the * B Serics (p. ok



13 TuE Ari ITEMS (“ G’ SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES,

Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (*“ C ** Series.)
{Base : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

NEW SOUTH WALES. | VICTORIA.
Perlod. .1 s | E ; . $ ,
: 2 A g 2 & g af & ;i
s 305 ELE(Ee) 5 ) ¢ s g|d (3
-] = = @ael 2 5 k=] 2 = | =28
sl | 20 2| 21889 52| 8| 3 |3% 3¢
% E ) 3 a [BEexml = A =] o | ¥ b
Kov. 1914 (a) 75% i .- o .. .. 80 .e .- - - .
w1931 .. {1,255 | 1,327 (1,269 |1,374 (%268 |3,264 ||n271 |1,509 | 1,573 | 463 | 1,622 | 1,326

Yenr 193z 760 ¢ B4vr] 222 | 9By f 798 | 777 81g | Bst § ear Bay | gag | B2y

v 1933 .. 743 | Bze | Fir 948 766 751 811 839 936 7G4 y28 f:7
w1934 .. 748 | Brr | 696 | oas | My 753 Boz 840 gzg 784 921 8oy
v 1935 .. 7456 | 80| 680 | g2z 790 751 04 856 84 B3 912 8oz
w 030 .. | 778 | Bogl 33| ErE) 81z vH2 wa1 | Ban | BeE | Baz | BBy | 75
oo 1037 .. 818 | o6 ] B2y | 833 | 812 Br7 803 831 11 Bog Baz doy

1997 Mar. Qtr. | Bog | 788 | 81351 822 | 8os | Bor || 787 822 | Boa | zos ! 816 | 7o
w June |, Bir | yos | 827 | 834 Bog | Bi§ g | A8 | 815 807 | 819 | #Hot
w Sept. 82a [ 7oB { G287 #3691 Bu6 | &uvg |- Bot | #29 | B2e | Bio g #21 Boy
w Dee. 826 | Bog 528 | Byo | B1n Bz5 Sz0 813 831 814 83z §22

Al
1935 Mar, Qtr, 828 Bob | 827 841 810 Bz 820 843 Bar 8z 832 82z

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
Perlod ¢ g # 3 i ;
etlod. 18] 131 2 |3:8l s ¢l £ 1 & e
13| 2 |38 3 |g<8| 21 .88
IR IR BN - BRI P
E| 8|32 & | 2 (225) 2 |382| & (42 |25 i

Nav. 1914 {a) 637 o .. .. . .- 756 .s .. .. .
1pa1 ., [1,135 (2,408 | 1,452 |1,560% 1.510c) 2,235 || 1,395 | 7,435 {1,480 (1697 |1,180 |1,238

. Yeor 1033 ..} 813 | e2x| B33 | ssob| Bscc| B2z B34 | Brr i oz | 989 | 956 ] Ea8

w1933 .. 19z 912 832 264b] Ba4s| Boy &30 849 196 961 051 833
w 1934 .. | 285 | Bor | 8I5] 3sv0b] B4oc] o5 || Ba6 | 828 | a4 | G44 | 964 | 871
» 1935 .. pra | BiB | Baq | 62| rord ryg 833 { Bio | Boj 97 | w27 882
w1936 .. 227 77o | 831 704b) yo7e| 482 833 fo3 Brg G0 E51 B3z
w1937 .. 704 805 826 812 806 | 799 So1 Bog Brt L1 B4 fz20

1937 Mar, Qtr, | 7Bo 793 817 Bos L5t 786 for 790 8oz B13 Sop 8or
s Juae 780 | Bor | 825 | B0B | Boz | rog || 81B | Boz | Eog | & 811 | 81y
. Sept. ., 797 Boz | 827 foo Bol Sor B2y Bog f1gq fr B4 826
. Dee. . Brz Big 833 Ba6 Azt 814 83g S14 820 Bz 823 837

1938 Mar Qtr, 813 ' 1y 832 8206 {° 822 816 Bgo b B3z 831 S30 818 847

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. £ ¢ g
- . s g
. . B

res.  |mgleb| .| L] 4 lod - i E.8135]3
eod. 2SIl sl sl EleEl )2 L1 % .§ 3&) 3% 342
2| 23| 3 2 2 | Es B § = g EZy| Es |EES
SBIsC| 2|8 |3 |95 B 2| 5|8 )& |88 LS |88

= [ =] ko]

gEldg| 2 | a8/ | 3| A| &) & (<) 3] |584

Now. 1914 {& 6oB| .. . o e o fas| .. o . - . S
w1921 oL I nryr nare vafz) rase) vazel serpl g g2s) g, 6000 1,525 1405 7,504] .513] 1,246 1,200
Yenr 1o3z .. | B4l w045 Bzs| oor| Bs8] Bés|| BBG| 64| 86y Byoj 1,067 orrp BO4 . BIZ
L 810] 15003 ror; Bral 8as| B4s|| 801| o63| By4x| 831 1,061 gos| TB7 7
v I034 .. Brylv,035| 767 Bb4l z1| B34|| 882 os8| Bag| B4qir,c48| ogor| TBS | T
w 1938 .. | 8251058 775\ orzl Biol 643l g9o3 %33 13| 827 987 oo 7B3 | 790
o 1536 L. Brs| oso| Sozl BrE| 851 827 57l Bri| Boz| Bab| 8Brs| Bso| 792 796
w1937 .. Bob| B3z| S1gp 828 8270 8o szrf 823 S'._'o H32t Bzo| 822 80 all
1937 Mar, Qtr. | 7o3| 823 8ool 816] 20| 7o8 & 795 -Boz| Bre Be8[ o7l TOT | TUB
s:,j June Q,, Bos{ 83z| Bzo| Bza| Bas 'sgs g?g Bz24| Bzof &34 Br8; S21| 808 | §0B
.« Sept. 811| 83s| Bz22| 832 B2B) Sag|| 225| 83| 824 B35 8205 B2p| 814 ] Bi4
- Dee. 84| 837 Sz4) 835 83s] Sazfl m4al 830l 832| Bas| 835 841| 824 624

tos® Mar. Qtr. | Frs 840; 8:8: &38| B38| 88| sex| Bav| Saa] Sas) B38| 8az{ 825 | PG

{a) For index-numbors for Capital Citles, years 1014 to 1920, See page 24. (¥) Chariers Towers,
{r) Warwick,



Tue AiL Items (“C” Series) Inpex oF RETarl Prices, 19
Miscellaneons.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘* C°’ Series.;
{Baze : Weighted Average of Six Capilal Cities,‘ 1923-27 = 1,000.)
NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Petiod. s 181 g ;i I E . . TR
s 13051533605 ¢ 8!8|0 |38
51 gl 21 2| Z (®ezp 21 2| 2 £ | 5. |BES
Sl EL S| 315|382 5| 8} B8 tas s
@ ® |- & = a lz2z|| = =] =] o | B b
Nowv. 1914 {a) 766 1 .. . . . . 728 [ .. . . ‘. ..
w T93r .. | 1,000 055 [ 1,102 g3t o8y [ 1,011 [| 1,021 956 | 1,012 |31,033 8Ba | 1,018
Year 1931 .. [ 113 go1 o84 483 808 486 9425 882 olo |° 8B4 X H 9zt
w 1033 .. 988 | o913 985 87 870 org 916 | 824 904 :1:11 827 QI3
w1934 ors | 9z2r | 9381 B86r 864 469 gy 827 god Bo 823 9it
o 1935 .. 976 gz7? 964 868 867 970 Q22 .13 922 83 1139 ]
w 3936 .| 10| ovo |reoy| 887 | BBrvl ous || o4r | 938 | 977 | o4y | 972 | 948
w 1937 .| o030 8gs |refr| ogor | goz | 937 || wr8 |)00b (1017 | 903 | os3 | 980
rgy7 Mar. Qtr. | 933 Boz2 |Loss| 8g7 | o1 | g3z | 968t 990 juoed [ g9g2 | gs1 | 97t
w June 937 | 893 [ 1,068 | goo | gor | 935 | 9311003 [1o11 | gg92 | 033 | 983
w Bept. 939 | Bo§ [ 1067 | goz | gor [ 038 9081|1000 1012 | g67 | 054 | 983
w Dec. |, 935 §g8 | r083 GO4 963 94z 930 | 1,000 | 1,012 997 454 o8z
1938 Mar. Qtr. a40 | Bor f1,054 | o904 896 933 981 J1.008 | 1.0r2 gos Q5.4 n8a
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
- 3 g te bl K]
Perlod. H 5 = - “; 1 K3 + R E-TN
£13 1,815 | 4 [Bsdl 5 lacf £ | 51,9038
S| BE|eg! | 2 55 gl 2 1582 % e | §3 |95,
L o Q. 3 =] L
g S |85 & | 2 (RE3]| 3 |S88| & | €8 |25 (853
Nov. 1p14 (0} yad s . ‘e . .. 7ro .e .. .. Ve e
w Ivar .. o044 | 933 | ooz | nooob| ¢B8c| 958 || r03s | 1065 |1.065 | o3z [rooe [1,0398
Yoor 1932 .. | ooz | o1y | B84 | obgl| BoBc| oof || oB7 | o948 | 039§ o966 | o372 | 983
w 1033 .. | goo| oop| 8Bz or3h| 8gye| gor 983 | 944 | 044 ] 057 936 | 930
w 1934 .. ] 900 | o7 | 876 eb7b| Borel goo || 9761 937 | 944} o049 ] 958 | ors
w1533 .. go4 | gog | 877 |ro1sh]| o29¢| gos o731 | 941 931 937 | 068 069
w 1936, 917 | o290 | 926 | o6 g93c]| g2z on3 | 078 | 036 7o | 1,003 { 9ol
o QA7 . g4l 483 gbo | [oo0 | 2,007 952 || roz2 o8I 995 | 1,013 | 1,015 [ 1,029
1937 Mar. Qbr, 937 972 963 466 | 1,006 o048 i| 1,18 | 978 g8y | 01t 010 | Lo16
w Jdune 941 952 968 995 | 1,006 052 || 1,020 970 07 | 1400 Lo15 | 1,018
w Sept, ., 43 gol ofig | 1,000 | 008 551 || t.02q oz og8 {1,015 |I,006 |1,022
» Dec 243 | 995 | 971 |L003 g1.007 | 955 | 1025 ) 98y | 095 Erong Jrer; |1.023
1530 Mar. Qtr. 943 90 97 | 1,000 ‘1,009 955 || 1,026 992 |Lo0o | 0,017 | 1021 | 8,024
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. §£ g
@
; 5= | &
B < g s g -l B
-] : . ] o2 b+ E 5
et 15142 HEIEIEA IR IR IR 38| 2% |34
g 212 |5 B |z 48| 8|52 55 |58
wg| B ] g B C] g E] ° 5 (%% [ Bx (B8
RlHE| = (A | o (Bl R | A ||| & ke 25 |2Ra
Nav. 1914 {0) Bo| .. ‘a . .. N 6og) .0 .. .. “r o 749 ..
w1930 .. 5029 1030  ots| 977 nvoz| noagll g3 9857 g4 960 959 es2| LLOID | 1,000
Year 193z .. | o54] o067 Boof Bos| oro| ossll 866| 883 Bzo| B20] Hoy| S60] 958 |- 950
w 1833 .. | 045 963 Bost Bos| 966 ga3|] BGo| BG4 Bzs| B2z 8os| 856 950 | Q44
w 1934 .. | 043 ob1 goz| Bo4l 966] 42l Bss| BG4 825 23] Bos| B33 944 1 939
w 1038 .. 1 927 oysp 924 90| orzl 93y 856 864l o3| 8310 Bxy| Bss S46 | 941
w  I03E ., o3z o9of 940 506 recz] 37| B83] oo0d] Bigl 854 B4r| 887 D4¥ | 948
w» 1937 .. 3 946l o71] o933 goar038 o9so|l 939] 47| 86| 876 85y 33| 960 | 96
a7 Mar. Qtr. | o4q] 078] o33 goairnoa0| o948|| gaal ga6l B53l Brol Ss5] ga0! 954 | 955
w June -, 946 981) 054] goxrosal osuh 930l 946t BG¥| Brg| Bs6| 933 960 ) 951
w Sept. o046] 961) 953 903t 1,003 oaolf 41| o947| Brs; 8rs| Bsa| o34 962 | 962
- Dec. 048] o6z} 953 9or LoGsl o5t 41| gagf 8rz 875 840) o035 964 | 964
1936 Mar. Qtr, w-i o6s| os3| eo71.050] oaofl ous| oao] 867 5r6| 847 o3s| 963 | 963

(¢} For index-numabers for Capital Cities, yenrs tory o 3920, see pags 4.

{*} Warwlck

-

(#) Charters Towera.
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All Items of Household Ezpenditure.—Retail Price Index-ﬁumbers. {** C " Series.)

{Base : Weighted average of Siz Capilal Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA,

Petlod. ¢ | ; ; -] :
=181 E] 4 |83s. 2| £ & s | § [2eqd
AR R R A A R At
Sie| 332 185 5|3 3|38 |835(88
» =4 & it 4 b=zl = ! s | B B

Nov, 1914 (o) 712 .. .. . .. . 671 . . .. - .-
w1921 048 | 1041 | 075 | 5,033 | 947 [N,042 {1,003 | 092 | 1,002 | 1,019 | 1,034 {1,003
Year 193z .. 867 | B4o | B3q | 877 bz20 843 813 776 Bob 704 818 811
o 18331 . 832 Big Bo0b 843 or Bio 780 760 789 771 812 787
ao 1934 .. 842 834 8rg 852 Boy 841 8or 781 134 282 826 Bor
W 1935 .. 852 856 3 .19 814 13 824 8oy 820 824 1 850 814
w1938 L. itits) 853 84 . 86q 833 865 844 826 821 848 851 843
w1037 © B8¢ | S49 Boz 867 Bq2 B66 863 S3gp §40 8355 Bs6 866
1937 Mar Qtr, | BBy | 845 878 857 | B4z 2Bo 854 834 833 847 | Bap | 8s3
W June B84 B46 Sgz 862 830 8Bo 863 835 83 848 8x2 A61
n Sept. |, Bgo | B850 g6 &73 Byz 887 875 1 -Bq1 B4z 858 859 Brz
w Dee. . Bonp | 8ss| oos | 84 | B45 | Bos || 8Br [ 845 | Bys | 868 | 863 | #7¢
1938 Mar, Qbtr. " oo | 7866 I 025 | "8y 850 Ag7 ‘88171 Byr Byq 866 874 878
. " . QUEENSLARD. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
4 s | < R

Period. m B g = = .2 M . = + N .

' | = x o] el P g5 = § = 3”
B fi.c| | 2 IEFE B 1842 %) 2| ,FI8E
S| 2188 2 | £ [28E| B {3283 B | =8 |25 (o84
g | & 2] 4 z lza&ll 2 "=e] & [ BS | A8 |Eaw

Nov. 1014 (8) x| .. . - . éog | .. . " . ..
w1938 .. 1 933 | 949 | 973 {toazsh o0o4c] 41 | o8y | ool jr0z5 jT029 | 948 | 902
Yeer 1032 .. | 764 | 788 | 7ro | 7u4b| 777¢| 68 || B0z | Frz | 791 | Brf | 8481 Box
R " st | 778 | 752 | s6zb| wsre|l 753 78y 747 | 762 Boo | 832 787
w ID3a .. 262 | #85| 7551 7sob| 51l 764 Bob 758 | 28| Boo | 832 flog
w 1935 .. | 2Bo | 7Bs | 76| zBob| b9 8o || 820 [ 63 | 2Bg | Bog | 833 &7,
o 1035 .. Bog 8oz Soz Brok| 27o¢] Boi 8ag 765 Br3 B8 843 8as
w 1937 .. 837 | 840 | 8B40 | 883 Sop | 840 255 260 | Bay 830 | 851 855
1937 Mar. Qtr. 836 Baz 538 F 881 Sat | B30 845 7635 B30 f2% By 841
!L3 .TuneQ,, 323 Rz San 88z 808 836 fsq 705 840 29 848 50
w Sept. ., 835 | 837 | 538 | 8Bo | Heg | 838 || 8Gy | 770 | Bsr | B30 | 852 ] Se2
w Dee. Bys | Bag | 846 | Bge | Briy | Bab 871 sor | 833 | Ba3s 558 867
1028 Mar. Qtr. | 846 | B4 | S4o| Bos | Bar| 8y | 88 no| 85 | 841 { 863 | 873

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. g gig

= | E

. . g 22 |2

Petiod. 61 .| . a3 8 £ 8] o3

A IEAREE AR R AR R L
‘ s [E12 2 (3|5l 812 || 2|5 |%84| 583|538
5] ] S = g |3% ] 2 EX 2 = 5 | BEx |&_3
Al | | a|sleemw |3 | a| &l & |bx|3%s!28q

Nov. 1514 (@) 70N .. .a . .e .. &8 .. .. .. ve .. 687 ‘e
o i3I 1,008 1,048] 1,030 1,04%] 1,086] 1,020| 1,090] 1,062 1,003] o04| 1,021] 1,055 1,013 | 1LOIB
Year 1932 .. | B4o| 40! Ba4| 842 ‘oo4] Bsa|| 844 32| 812] soo| Bys| Bad| 830 | 2
o 1933 .. Bry| og3ri Brg] B24| Bs2| Bas|| Bzs| Bry| rys| yr3; Bé7| Bzo] BO4 | BOB
o 1934 .. 830] g97% 3:5 Bga| 866| B4z2|| 837 B:28| 280| 787 876 Bay BIT ! BIG
» 1933 .. Bag|rort| EBzo! 865| 888 B48J| B4o| Bag| yoz| Bor| Byal B4r| 8I2| am
. 1936 .. 856( 1,027 360| 830 031] 8ro|| 860 83o| 814] Son| 850/ Bs0| 850 | H48
. T937 .. | 809 1,030 Sqo so7] oFo| SEall 8rs| 8s6| S&ssl 833 85? #66| 873 | 8T
1937 Mar. Qtr. | 860 1,028 87? 88s5] afg] 87|l 36s| Bas| 836 8"5 846 fss| BG4 | 062
w  June R76| 1,035 895' goo] o3| si:: B72| 853| 859 331 8zo| 86s0 668 | B67
o Bepi. 871\ 1,029 Sgﬁl gool oys] S8G)| 826 83g| 860| &3 85g.  86d| 876 874
w Dee. 867 1,028 Sgry; gpoz| ob2| 88z 888 8eb| Go:| By 362i Rzy| 883 | 880
1933 Mar, Qtr. | 873 r03t 3945 000 951 33‘; 885 866} B2 846} 858! #rel 885 | B82

a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, vears 1914 to 1920, 3¢ P 24.

{
{£] Warwick.

{&) Charters Towers.



Tne Avt Trems (“ C* Semes) INpeEx oF RETAIL PRICES, 2%
Retail Price Index-Numbers. {* € *’ Series.) All Items.of Hougehold Consumption.

Relative Cost of Each Group of Ttems.

{Base : ch;ghted average Cost of ANl Groups in each Town = 1,000.}

1930, 1937.

o 3L sl g ] s
TBE | ww & g 25 B8 | wn % H E5
ag B 2 % “Eg 25 | Bw A = 2T
h-] oo - wmEEZ = = mEZ
3¢ |25 | £ | E 3221 2cid%| 2 § |3::
=3 | E =) = =R e | RE =} = |=E=

New Soulh Woley—
Sydney e . s 366 238 ELH 194 | 1,000 352 251 FLE 195 | 1,000
Neweastle . .. 376 | 22 213 188 | 1,000 | 574 220 | 206 194 | 1,000
Broken Hill .. . L7 172 a9 212 | 1,000 | 403 174 203 220 [ 1,000
Goulburn . .. 363 226 229 M Looo | 363 233 211 193 | 1,000
Bathurst * .. e 376 | 21y | zao | 187 | nwoe | 3661 223 | 213 | 1B | 1,000

Weighted Average, 5 Towna| 366 | 236 [ 2oy { 194 [ 1000 | 355 | =247 | 202 | 196 | 1,000

Victoria—
Melbourne .. .. 358 | 23r | 2ec| 2001000 347 | 242 | 203 | 20811000
Baliarat o .. 370 8 230 207 | 1,000 | 308 192 21} 223 | 1000
Bendigo . ‘. 373 [§:2] 224 212 | 1,000 365 198 214 273 | 1,000
Geelong ‘e .. 355 22 223 igh | 1,000 351 226 208 215 | T,000
Warrnambool . . “a 360 21 228 i3 | 1,000 350 233 211 206 | 1,000

Weighted Average, 5 Towns| 358 224 212 201 | 1,000 3458 230 204 209 | 1,000

Quesnstand—
DBristane .- .o 3br ] em 2B | 204 | Toma | 356 [ 227 | zog ! 208 | Teoo
Toowoomba .. . 154 237 218 207 | 1,000 340 231 211 218 | 1,000
lockhampton .. . 304 68 234 204 | 1,000 370 200 21y 213 | Iooo
Townavitle .o Lo | w408 | grao | azzo ) w23y | 1000 367 221 203 209 | {1,000
Hundlaburg . oo | B375 | bryy ] 221 | G227 | 1,000 387 161 | =19 230 | 1,000

Welghted Average, 5 Towns| 370 207 4 5] 294 | tooo | 358 2232 210 210 | 1,000

Snuth Ausiralla—
Adeclaide . . 353 L0 234 211 | 1,000 347 223 210G 220 | 1,000
Kading, ete. .. .. 420 110 | 237 zay [ 1000 | 421 112 290 | =237 | rooo
Port Pirie N .. 396 172 226 206 | 1,000 300 151 2L 215 | 1,000
Mount Gambler . 367 176 246 211 | 1,000 3606 39T 217 226 | 1,000
FPeterborough .. . 371 100 228 211 | 1,000 368 z01 2Ic 221 | 1,000

‘Welghted Average, s Towns| 359 205 225 211 | 1,000 351 217 201 221 | 1,000
Wastern Australia—

Perth, ete. I .. 371 220 215 194 | 1,000 365 220 205 201 | 1,000
Ealgoorlie, ote. . 363 251 211 172 | 1,000 351 204 173 175 | 1,000
-Neortham ‘e ‘e 390 205 210 195 | 1,000 375 224 202 199 | I,000
Bunbury .. . 367 734 3] 184 [ roo00 | 358 253 03 136 | 1,000
Geraldton .. .. 363 290 206 91 | 1,000 | 357 253 188 202 | 1,000

Welghted Averags, s Towns | 371 223 215 131 | 1,000 363 235 202 200 | 1,000

Tasmania—
Hobart .. .. 357 3% 2124 3By | rooe 358 237 204 190 | 1,000
Lounceston .. .s 358 14 235 193 | 1,000 361 22 211 05 | 1,000
Durnije ‘e .. 3188 z0) 228 183 | 1,000 381 220 F33 138 | 1,000
Devonport .. .. 383 199 220 160 | 000 | 385 F1ed 220 |, 134 1,000
Queenstown .. +e 391 8 23z 176 | 1,000 190 204 210 186 | Loo0

Weighted Average. s Towns| 361 225 228 186 | 1,000 |- 361 230§ 209 | zoo | ro00
Weightcd Average for a0

Towna A .. 304 226 ez 193 1ooo 354 238 204 204 | 1,000
Wg%itlll‘lteﬂ Average 6 Capjta)
85 . . .

. 363 | ‘229 209 199 | 1,000 | 351 241 204 201 | 1,000
Charkerg Towers {G.} ‘s 00 140 220 | 234 | 1,000 391 135 221 253 | 1,000
Wnarwick . .. 375 77 271 227 | 000 368 170 22% 237 | 1,000
Fort Avgosta (5.4.) . 408 165 222 205 | 1,000 4 401 108 214 217 | 1,000

(i) Charters Towers. &) Warwick.
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4. Retail Price Indeg-Numbers in Terms of Currency: Capital
Cities, 1932 to 1988.—In each part of the following table the average cost of
the particular regimen in the six capital cities during the five-yearly period
I923-1927 has been equated to o base of 20 shillings. The figures measure
the variations in the prices of—(i} food and groceries, (ii} housing (4 and
5 rooms), (i) food, groceries; and housing combined, (iv) clothing, (v)
miscellaneous lLousehold requirements, and (vi) all items of houschold
consumption combined,

Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (““C ** Series).
(Base of each Group : Weighted Average of Six Capital Citles, 192327 = 208. od.)

. Weighted
Year. Sydney. | Melb'ne, | Brisbane, | Adelaldo. | TPerth. Hobart. | Average of 6
. Capital Cities.
Grour 1.—Foon a¥p GROCERIES,
s d. s d s 4. s d s d. s d. s d.
1932 . 17 1 15 2§ 14 o} 15 3| 16 1 15 11| + 15 II
1933 . 16 o 14 3| 14 of 14 7| 15 2 Is 2 15 ©
1934 16 6 15 o 14 7 15 4 6 2 15 g 15 8
1635 . 1610 15 8| 15 3| 15 7).36 5| 1510 16 1
1936 17 o| 1 2| 1510 16 o} 17 1| 16 6 15 6
1937 17 41 16 9| 16 7| 16 6} 17 7| .17 5 7 o
1937 Mar. Qtr.| 17 5 16 4 0 70 16 3 |-17 4 17 3 16 1t
» June 17 2 16 6 15 5 16 5 18 1 17 4 16 10
» o Sept. 17 4| 7 o) 16 5| 16 of 17 8| 17 4 17 1
» Dec. Iz 7| 17 1} 16 8| 16 8) 17 4| 17 9 17 3
1938 Mar. , 17 7 I7 O 16 8 16 10 17 8 17 6 17 3
Group IL.—Housivg {4 axp 5 Rooas).
1932 .. 17 IX 16 4 12 10 13 10 16 'z 17 4 16 4
1913 . 17 3 16 o 13 7 13 11 15 1L 17 2 16 1
1934 .. |17 5| 16 2| 1316]| 14 O} 1§ 1I 17 4 16 2
1935 .. 1710 17 ©| 14 5 14 9| 15 10| 17 10 16 g
1936 . 18 7 17 B 715 4 15 11 16 1t 18 2 17, 7
1037 . 19 4 13 2 16 5 16 8 I7 3 18 o 18 3
1937 Mar, Qtr, | 19 o| 18 o) 16 4 16 3 17 2 17 10 1§ o
»  June 19 2 I3 7 6 5 > 5 7 =z 17 11 3oz
. Bept. . 19 6 18 3| 16 6| 16 o) 1y 3| 18 o 13 4
n Dec. g 7| 18 5| 16 7| 17 1 17 4| 18 2 13 6
1938 Mar. M 9 3 6 16 8 17 2 I7 4 18 =2 18 7
4 Grodges I, ave IL—Foon, Groceries, aNp Housisg.
1932 . 17 4 15 7 14 I 14 9§ 16 1 16 5 6 1
1933 16 5 14 I0 I3 10 14 4°| 15 4 15 10 15 4
1034 o | 1610 15 5 4 3 14 10| 16 1 16 3 15 10
1935 . 17 2 16 2 I4 11 15 3| 16 2 16 7 16 4
1936 .. 7 74{ 16 B 15 9| 1510 | 17 of 17 1 16 1t
1937 . 18 1 17 3§16 6| 16 6| 17 5[ 17 7 I7 5
1637 Mar. Qtr."] 18 o | 16 11 16 7| 16 2| 17 3| 17 © I7 3
»  June 17 11 17 1 15 4} 16 5| 17 8| 17 6 I7 4
w Seph. 18 1 17 5| 16 5| 16 | 17 6| 17 7 17 6
» Dec. ., 18 4| 17 7| 16 7| 6 9| 17 4| 17 w0 17 8
1938 Mar, ,, 18 3 17 7 16 8 16 11 17 6 17 9 7 9
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Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (“C >’ Saries)—

continued.

{Base of cach Group : Weighled average of Sixz Copitals Cities, 1923-27 == 203, od.)

Weighted
Year. Sydney, | Melb'ne. | Brishane. | Adelaide. | Perth. | Hobart. | Aversge of 6
. Capita) Cities,
Grotr 11I.—CroTniRg,
s d, s d, s d, s, d. s d. s d. s d.
1932 .. 15 5§ 1% 5 16 3 16 8 16 10 17 @ 16 I
1933 . 14 10| 16 3 1510 | 16 7] 16 5 7 7 15 9
. 1934 e 14 II 0 I 15 o 16 II 15 4 17 3 15 8
1935 .. T4 IT 15 II 15 5 17 I 6 6 18 1 15 8
1036 .. 15 7| 1s51e| 15 7| 16 8| 16 44 17 2 15 10
1937 .. 16 4 6 1 15 IY 6 5 16 I 16 5 16 3
1937 Mar. Qér. | 16 2 Is 9| 15 7| '16 © 15 IO I5 II I5 II
o June 16 4 16 o 15 ¢ 16 4 16 1 156 5 % 2
o Sept. 16 s | 16 1 |-15 11 16 7| % 3| 16.7% 5 3
w  Dec. 16 6| 16 5 16 3 16 9 16 3 16 10 16 6
1938 Mar. ,, 16 7 16 5| 16 3| 17 © 16 4| 16 11 15 6
1
Grovr IV, —MISCELLANEOUS,
1932 . 19 11 13 6 13 2 19 0 19 1 17 4 16 2
1933 . 19 g 18 41 18 o 19 8| 18’1 17 2z g ©
1034 . 19 6| 18 3| 18 of 19 6 1810 | 17 1 18 11
1935 - 19 6 18 3 51 1o 6 18 7 17 1 18 11
1936 - 19 o 18 11 18 4| g10]| 18 8| 17 8 18 11
1937 . 18 ¢ 1 7 1510 20 3 18 11 i3 o 19 2
1037 Mar, Qtr. 18 519 4 18 gt zo 4 18 11 18 8 19 I
s June |, 18 o| 19 5| 18330 20 51 18 11 18 9 2
- Sept. 18 9 19 7| 1810] z0 6| 1811} 18 10 19 3
w Do 18 11 19 7 15 10 0 O 19 © 15 10 19 3
1938 Mar. ., 810} 19 7 1310 26 6| 183 12 18 10 19 3
Grovrs L-IV.—ArL Items or HouseEnoLp CONSUMPTION.
1932 - 17 4| 16 31 Is 3{ 16 1 9 10| 16 1K 15 7
1933 . 16 8 15 ¢ I5 © 15 6 16 3 6 6 16 1
1934 . 1% 10 16 o 15 3 16 1 16 7 16 o 16 4
1935 s 17 1| 16 6| 15 7| 16 5| 16°8| 17 © 16 8
1936 .. 17 4| 16 11 16 I % g 17 1 17 2 7 0
1937 -- 17 9| 17 4 6 9| 17 2| 17 5| 17 6 17 6
1037 Mar. Qtr. | 37 89 17 1| 16 9] 1611 17 2| 17 4 17 3
»  dune 17 8 17 3| 16 8| 17 1| 17 6| 17 3§ 17 -4
w  Sept, 17 10 17 6 16 8 17 4 17 5 17 6 17 6
» DPee |, 18 o 17 7| W1t |17 51 17 4| 17 9 17 8
1938 Mar. ., 18 ol 17 94 16111 | 175 7| ¢y 6| 17 8 17 8
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Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities (“C*’ Series). All Items of Household
Consumption.
{Base of each Group ; Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000}

Period. Sydoey. | Mcelbourne'! Briebone. | Adelalde, Perth, Hobart, Cng:tfnln.
Grour T.—Foon AND GROCERIES,

Nov. 1954 .. 6338 614 Gig ‘ 633 746 637 O41
w1915 L. 844 835 860 853 819 858 B4z
w1916 .. 833 291 248 Bis 854 807 81z
w1917 .. 877 798 823 803 828 049 836
» I10IB 877 843 882 862 816 918 861
w1919 .. 1,073 975 1,060 1,012 587 1,041 1,026
w 1920 . 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,22% 1,113 1,293 1,209

Grovr 1L.—Housvg (4 anp 5 Roous).

Nov. 1914 .. 755 608 403 ' 611 536 525 049
» 191§ ., 780 611 472 574 s8r 571 659 |
w1916 .. 791 625 | . 407 573 592 574 665
w1917 .. 797 657 492 6ob o2 586 685
o 1018 .. 832 600 526 [ 656 619 614 722
»  lo10 .. 866 744 604 707 650 746 768
w1920 .. obo Boz 634 783 718 604 851

Grouves 1. ayp II.—Fooo, GROCERIES axp Housivg.

Nov. 1014 .. 680 613 560 638 639 630 044
» 19I5 .. 25 756 722 758 734 756 777
w1016 .. 818 732 648 742 761 724 460.

Cow 1917 L 848 748 707 734 748 820 782

w 1018 . 86t 792 756 780 146 810 -1

w» 1919 .. | 1,000 Boy [ 904 904 B67 936 934

w1920 .. 1,138 5,074 945 1,068 973 | L155 1,082
Grovup ITL.—CroTHiNG.

Nov. 1014 .. 1735 780 657 756 608 823 754
» 1015 .. 803 797 6go 821 760 833 792
s TOIG .. 903 Byo 779 919 Bso 940 881
w1017 .. 1,009 976 Boo 1,049 o8o 1,041 992
» 1018 . 1,162 1,103 1,025 1,066 1.135 1,200 1,097
» 1010 .. 1,237 1,213 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 5,238
w1920 .. 1,323 1,422 5,274 1,384 1,35¢ 1,430 1,365

GrovuP IV .-MISCELLANEOUS.

Nov. 1914 .. | 766 728 728 P 780 609 749
w1015 ., 798 770 756 803 822 740 786
w1016 .. 8oB 784 766 832 869 780 Bo2
w1017 .. 88g 879 B3o |, 883 926 865 882
w1918 .. 988 950 931 988 | 1,035 945 o2
w IQIQ .. 1,059 1,016 958 1,035 1,120 1,000 1,036
w 1020 .. 1,200 I,I81 1,130 1,200 1,262 1,124 1,194

Groues 1. 16 IV.—ALL ITEMS oF HoUsSEHOLD CORSUMPTION,

Nov. 1014 .. 712 G71 orr 699 707 687 687
w1915 ., 816 268 921 780 755 770 782
SR {1 [ I 836 773 698 798 800 783 795
w1917 .. 892 823 773 832 832 879 847
» 1918 .. 038 890 | . B48 887 885 923 905
W 1919 ., 1,005 9338 981, 1,018 1,005 1,942 1,022
» 1920 . 1,193 1,172 1,054 ° 1,164 i,II1 1,213 1,166
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§ 5. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding sections, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
nvestigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In
November, 1923, the number was.further increased to 170. Information in
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates at present,
therefore, to 200 towns. The results of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 {pages 26 to 33), and details respecting succeeding
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

In previous issues of these publications information was given regarding
movements in the ‘rents of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses. While the
index-numbers were useful in a general way as a measure of changes in rents
in any one town from time to time, there has.been an increasing tendency
to regard them 28 an adequate measure of the relative absolute levels of rents
in different towns at any given date. In order to prevent such a misusc of
the figures, and because of increasing doubts as to the abitity of the Bureau,
EXCopt ub pmhlbitlve cost, to ensure that returns of rents from all these towns
shall be based on contmuously representative samples, it has reluctantly
been decided to fumit the published information to the prices of food and
grocerics. Should any industrial tribunal desire farther information on liouse
rentals 1n dny of these towns, the Burcau will be prepared to make 1ts records
available, and to consider requests for special investigations by its staff of
field officers.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : 200 Towns, 1933 {o 1937.—Iu the
following table the basc of the index-numbers has been changed from that
. used in previous issues of the Labour Report. The new base is the weighted
average cost of food and grocerics in the six capital cities n the period
1923-27. To facilitate compamisons over a period of years, the index-numbers
previougly pubbshed have been recomputed and the table has been extended
to wnclude the results of the last five investigations.

”

Retail Price Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries.
(Base: Weighted auerage in Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

. Tow . 5, .
‘St'",w and Town . D-U:‘;f:hcl’ Noi%?[hx:r. So:%lslfber, by oi'%ﬁaber Noi'ember.
New South Wales—
Albury . . 749 794l B3 . 857 804
Armidale . . 729 770 821 2t 853
Balhna .. . 808 Boz &z 853 S52
Bathurst* .. .. 774 Sog 84z 838 861
Bega - - 700 §23 851 863 375
Berry .. .. 514 861 874 873 530
Blackhcath .. . Soo 851 882 920 927
Bourke .- . 835 847 873 gol . 9I3
Bowral .. . So3 83z s 861 887
Broken Hill* .. . 374 a24 920 977 1,030

* Information alse avatable monthly for these towns,
AN —2 .
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Tndes-Numbers (200 Towns Series) : Food and Groceries—continued,

State and Town. N 03;?:131:1’110 N o:g;’;l‘ ber. | Mo 13.3-?1;“ X o:'?:%?l')c r [ Ne 1?:?13bcr
New South Wales—conid.
Casino . 776 700 8585 900 900
Cessnock 759 792 8406 349 358
Cobar 1,007 476 1,012 1,031 1,038
Cooma 855 83y So5 S70 583
Coonamble 844 350 9138 961 921
Cootamundra 731 789 8z4 840 Sz9
Corrimal 767 8ry 834 356 884
Cowra 745 808 344 360 3493
Cronulls 780 833 859 876 886
Deniliquin 823 8064 883 Q07 967
Dubbo 656 771 842 848 363
Forbea 758 823 883 362 863
Gilgandrea 783 546 873 864 881
Glen Innes 753 767 8o7 814 819
Goulburn* 779 824 340 855 588
Grafton 751 781 S24 854 288
Grenfall 772 306 830 837 841
Griffith 856 g08 913 440 036
Gulgong 745 782 821 355 8309
Gunnedah 732 775 829 842 833
Hay .. 866 87 903 Q31 o6
Inverell 77e 8oo 548 o2 831
Junee 773 817 S28 876 ol4
Katoomba, S1r 833 867 585 oI5
Kempsey 780 10 So3 Brr 816
Kiama .. 810 857 5§87 aog F181
Kurri Kurri .. 752 518 o8 839 838
Leeton 811 848 886 864 526
Lismore 773 78z 834 886 o018
Lithgow* 771 854 859 800 873
Maitland 731 788 813 832 835
Morce T OB36 - 878 886 904 S04
Moss Vale 752 813 844 849 895
Mudgee . 684 773 819 840 860
Narrabri 770 841 877 804 GOT
Narrandera 801 848 864 893 806
Newcastle* Zo3 849 880 86g 882
Nowra ' 830 840 901 890 882
Orange 250 773 817 81z 815
Parkes 782 8os 843 859 Qo3
Penrith . 743 788 8ob 818 825
Port Kembla 797 855 866 908 905
Portland S04 841 862 857 877
Queanbeyan .. 706 Sso 834 0os 953
Quirindi 833 855 864 366 8ga
Richmond 761 830 826 816 Sa9
Scone 767 Sog 336 861 871
Singleton 755 779 826 d13 830
Sydney* 785 836 851 863 877
Tamworth 740 785 Bob 806 829

* Bee note p. UA.

"
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries—continued,
Egate and Town N o:'9c|3n3l:)er. NQ:glsl:bBl' No:'gf’;?f)er, Nozalaifbcr Nu;‘;ﬁfﬂer‘
New 3outh Wales—-cantd :
Tarce . 748 785 848 864 289
Temorn 763 Sa3 804 8z3 862
Tenterdicld 736 . 772 831 565 864
Tumut 702 310 232 337 842
Ulimarra 774 828 852 So2 885
Wagpn, Waﬂga 753, 797 835 250 5§84
Walcha 763 836 gzy 845 366
Wellington 754 831- 818 828 829
Weaton 763 702 318 835 841
Windsor 781 738 850 851 864
Wollongong %55 367 829 853 878
Wyalong - 8or &1y 802 270 Bgs
Yaes.. 758 213 850 837 887
Young o - 774 833 855 843 867
Weighted  Average  for ,
State (74 Towns) 85 834 852 863 378
Yictoria— .
Ararnt 793 828 855 o8 910
Bacehus Marsh’ 730 788 8z0 BGa 38y
Bairnadale .. ‘o 781 B46 862" 830 379
Ballarat*® 732 777 818 872 860
Becchworth 784 313 828 585 - 8o
Benalls 750 830 850 880 go5
Bendigo* . 727 To4 §t2 856 853 -
Camperdown .. 760 Bry 840 863 868
Cnsterton 7o 833 843 838 . 873
Caatlemaine ‘748 773 828 845 548
Colac 761 813 By 842 350
Creswick 743 789 838 859 363
Daylesford 705 730 813 843 865
Duarnolly F4r " 794 833 889 872
Ychuca 746 784 824 846 837
Buroa 769 803 845 875 878
Geelong* 732 757 706 7 833 857
Hamilton 762 303 855 911 B35
Healeaville 763 818 83t 892 o917
Horsham 7606 8or 73 926 916
Kerang 753 819 869 803 927
Korort .. 767 795 828 236 840
Korumburra .. .. 737 781 783 335 B30
Kyneton .. = .. 703 757 735 851 870
Lilydale 784 - 815 845 834 381
Maffra 761 785 823 QoI 865
Maldon . 790 827 848 876 833
Maryborough. . .732 785 811 888 391
Melbourne* w21 758 797 833 848
Milders 843 870 Qo3 938 977
Morwell - 707 822 842 858 887
© Whill 798 853 913 9356 933
Orbost 832 814 8§70 g1z -1t
Portland 789 8oy 863 863 802
Port Fairy 761 783 820 862 840

* Sep note p 25,
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Index-Numbera (200 Towns Series) : Food and Groceties-—ceniinued.

. - . I .
State and Town. ) NO:‘%ISI?DEI' No:-%lal‘l‘bcr No:’?e'rir?ber Noi'?:lslfbcr Novg?nfher.
Vigtoria—coniinued,
8t Arnaud .. .. 8oy 851 875 930 930
Sale .. - .- 784 =Bg 8z7 805 © 8go
Seymour .. . 782 848 380 goI 937
Shepparton .. .. 738 804 2rg 864 880
Stawell - .. 8ot 361 Qr1 940 934
Swan Hll .. . 743 833 899 958 924
Terang . . 708 8io 875 863 88sg
Trarajgon .. .. 734 787 * M6 839 334
Wangaratta .. . 782 787 827 830 870
Warracknabenl .. 750 758 828 358 881
Warragul - - 713 2 820 327 845
Warrnamboon]* .. 740 750 785 844 834
Wonthaggr .. - 737 794 8oq 895 913
Woeighted — Average for
State (48 Towns) .. 728 765 8a3 an 854
Qusensland— ! :
Ayr .. .. .. 8o3, Si9 825 841 By
Barealdine .. . §30 881 a3B 959 - 050
Bowen .. 816 838 885 002 002
Brisbane*® .. .. Ggh 720 780 Bzo 835
Bundaberg® .. .. 72 753 803 874 873
Cairns .. .. 81y 837 387 915 L4
Charleville .. .. 840 831 949 98¢ 939
Charters Towers* .- 779 8oz 876 389 88y
Chillagoe . .. .. oLL org Qo0 oLs 246
Cloneurry .. - .. 07 930 1,030 1,020 1,031
Cooktown . . 887 920 oh3 986 0580
Cunnamulla .. .- 861 894 027 038 02t
Dalby .- L. 744 00 8oy §70 830
Gaxndah .- .. 763 792 85t 907 867
Gladstone .. - 743 771 52 871 870
Goondiwindi .. .. 704 | 8z0 889 G4 868
Gympre .- . 737 773 857 849 840
Hughenden .. .. Qo3 8ot [+11) [:%1} 925
Tnntsfail . . 852 go7 043 974 995
Ipswich .. .. 728 ° 745 785 820 825
Longreach .. . 868 gzl a78 QG0 993
Mackay .- - 772 807 A72 808 395
Maryborough oL 716 723 704 528 835
Mount Morgan i 791 831 855 8g1 880
Nambour .. . 723 7O7- 834 844 8G3
Rockhampton* .. 764 839 864 877
Roma F - .. ggz §23 377 B3¢ 870
Stanthorpe .. . 706 575 8oz 817 830
Toowoomba* .. . 653 603 751 oo 78g
Townaville* .. .. 485 81y 887 Gy 021
Warwick* .. .. 521 72t 792 3zo0 705
Winton . . 905 419 a31 951 903
Weighted  Average for
State (32 Towna) .. 724 747 806 841 ° 850

* See note p. 25. -
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index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries-—-consinued.
State and Town. Nu:fggfber No:’g?l‘?ﬁer. Noz'glsifber. No:*%?rfl‘nr. Nozfglszrl‘)er.
South Australia—
Adelaide* 733 774 784 804 833
grcu.{mg, 731 708 S04 823 845
awler 732 777 772 814 827
Kadma, Mount»a, Wall
aroc* . 797 849 868 890 897
Kapunda 718 702 793 812 836
Kooringa 771 7O0 868 879 899
Mitlicent . 757 8o Zos 820 o18
Mount Gambier* 726 751 So2 Zig 847
Murray Bridge 7to 732 763 7276 g0
Peterborough* 770 8ob 816 851 384
Port Augusta* 824 864 8z 926 945
Port Pirie* 738 813 811 806 915
Quorn 778 8ol 848 841 853
Renmark . 840 701 G20 gln 906
Victor Harhonr 7060 gyold s 830 852
Weighied  Average for '
State (15 Towns) - 738 77G 791 13 841
Western Ausiralia—
Alhany 702 871 834 . 8o6 Sz
Beverlcy 848 873 8go 918 a03
Bridgetown . 878 o918 930 955 973
Broome . .. 1,156 1,155 1,142 1,180 1,181
Bunbury* 781 844 843 873 896
Carnarven .. o g7t 1,008 1,032 1,082 1,127
Coilie ee 724 862 855 9ol 874
Geraldton™ 764 835 840 960 924
Greenbushes . . 862 924 46 960 937
Kalgoorlie and Bouldcl“' 426 a4 o31 1,006 1,002
Katanning . 769 844 829 884 872
Leonora and Gwnlm 1,028 1,084 1,004 1,140 1,168
Meekatharea .. 1,026 1,047 t,088 1,043 1,104
Narrogin 802 873 863 910 884
Northam* O 845 8s0 o410 [y1e1.1
Perth and Fremantle® .. 740 13 813 863 866
Wagin 814 817 856 024 870
York . .. 767 802 859 848 867
Weighted  Average for .
Stat.e {18 Towns) 760 833 835 882 884
Tasmanla— -
Beaconsfield . 744 8o1 818 841 830
Burnie* 747 821 837 883 Qob
Ca.mpbellt.own 779 814 8o 873 872
* Deloraine 756 7588 787 705 824
Devonport* 762 835 824 873 8os
Franklin 817 889 896 868 008
Hobart* . 756 813 707 874 88g
Launceston® .. 722 786 703 844 870
New Norfolk .. 783 822 830 909 891
Queenstown® . . 860 aq13 900 gz0 922

*TSex nots b, 25.
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries—coniinued.

- . . ) . & .
. Etate and Town, Noveriber. | Kovember. No:'gﬁfber‘ November, No:rge%lfher‘
Tasmania—conéinued.
Scottsdale .. . 729 770 730 814 829
Ulverstone .. .. 770 813 812 338 86y
Zechan® o - 938 360 943 93L 083
Weighted Average for
Btate (13 Towns) .. 756 B2 303 867 854
Territories {(a)—
Canberra® .. - 857 113 931 949 965
Weighled Averages— .
Australia (200 Towns) .. 754 797 B25 851 865
Thirty Towns .. . 730 795 820 B4y 862
Six Capitals .. . 746 ¥02 817 843 850
* Beo note p. 25, - () Not included in Welighted Averages.

3. Comparigion of Capital Cities with other .Towns.—In the preceding
peges index-numbers for food and groceries have been given for the six
capital cities, for the 30 towns, and for 260 towns. Index-numbers for food
and housing have been given for the six capital cities and the 30 towns on
pages 9 to 13. The figures for the six capital cities and the 30 towns are
based on monthly prices of food and guarterly records of rentals, while the
figures for the 200 towns sre based on prices in the month of November. In
the following table the index-numbers for the three groups of towns have
been brought to a common base {November, 1013 = 1000) for the period
1921 to 1937. The table indicates that, since 1913, food prices have increased
glightly more in the capital cities than in the larger groups of towns, while
the increase in house rents has been more marked in the five towns than e
the capital cities. ¥or food and housing combined, however, the difference
between the two sets of index-numbers is only slight,

Comparative Retail Price Index-Numbers: November of each year.
{Base of each Section : Weghted Average Cost of cach Group, November, 1913 = 1000.})

Particulars. ) 1013, | 1pzi. | 1932, ) 1033 1934. | 1935. | 1936, | to3r.

Foop aND GROCERIES.
Al Towna (200} .. .. | 1,000 | 1,578 | 1,267 | 1,241 | 1,312 | 1,356 | 1,400| 1,423
Five Towns in each Stats .. | 1,000 | 1,577 | 1,264 | 1,240 | 1,314 | 1,355 | .490] 1,425
Capital Cities only - .. | 1,000 | 1,583 | 1,270 | 1,248 | 1,324 | 1,365 | 1,420 1,436

Housixe (4 avp 5 Rooms.)

Five Towna n each State .. [ 1,000 | 1,330 | 1,273 | L2710 { n,297 | 1,355 | 1,422| 1,465
Capital Cities only oo | 1,000 | 1,323 } 1,213 | 1,210 | t,220 | 1,282 | 1,347] 1,302

Foop, GROCERIES, AND Housing,

FivaTownainéﬂch Stata .. | $,000 | 1,487 [ 1,267 | 1,251 |1,308 | 1,336 | 1,407{1,430
Capitdl Cities only v | 4,000 {3,485 |2,248 | 1,233 [ 1,288 [ 1,335 | 1,380] 1,420

The figures In the vertleal columns show the coat in November of each year compared with November,
1913, for ** All Towae (200) ™ '" FFive Towna In each State,” and * Capital !;‘ities ooly ** respectivoly.

“
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§ 6, Publication of Prices and Price Index-Numbers.

The resulés of inquiries into price movements are available in the following
publications (—

(i) Monthly.—A mimeographed statement js published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groceries. The Menthly Review of Business
Statistics contains aunnual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date. o

(il} Guarterly.—A miméographed statement is issucd each quarter giving
the “C” Beries index-numbers. The Quarterly Summary of Australian
Statistics contains annual, guarterly and moathly index-numhers to the
latest available date. This publication also contains the average prices of
the items comprising the Food ‘and Groceries regimen, for each month of the
last available quarter, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. The
weighted average rents of 4 and §-roomed houses in these towns are also shown
therein. -

(1)) Annual —The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly results for the last available year,
The average prices for the last year of the items of food and grocery, and
average house ronts, are also published in this Report. The Official Year
Book of the Commonwealth also containg information similar to, but in
less detad] than that published in the Labour Repors. .

$ 7. Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, 1920.

The Report of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage is a valuable
source of reference for information on retail prices during the years 1914 to
1920. It was also largely responsible for the extemsion of the prices
investigations of the Bureau from food, groceries and housing only to all
items of household consumption. The direct se of the Commission’s data
made in the ©* All Items " index has already been referred to in earlier sections
of this chapter. The Commission was appointed in 1919 to inquire into and
report npon the following matters :—

(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the
several items and amounts which make up that cost.

(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise
and foll from time to time of the purchasing-power of money,



32 Rovar Conmssiox ox tHE Basic Waoe. 1020,

The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November,
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920.

Partlculars, Sydney. BMeibourne. | Drisbane Adelaide. Perth. Hobart.
£ s d| £ s d) £ 2.d | £ a0 d| £ s d| £ s d
Rent 1 2 ol 1 0o 6] o17 0of 019 6| 019 ol 019 ©
Food 2 6 9} 2 6 2 2 3 X 2 7 2 2 411 2 B1nr
Clothing .|l T 70t 1 9| 1 6 el 1 8 3|1 791 902
Miscellaneous . . I 1 4 I ole| 1 o I 1 I 2 I 2 3} ¢19 10
Total{a) .. | §17 1| 516 6] 5 6 2] 516 1| 5§13 11| 5 16 II

{a} Weighted Avernge Zix Copitals—=£5 15, 84,

The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included {which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years Ig14 to Igzo was as
followa :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1914 to 1920.

Yenrs Syduoey Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelalde. Perth. Hobart,

£ ad | £ . 28 d| £ s.d| £ s.d| £ s d | £ & d

1914 31211 3 7 9 3 4 of 310 2| 312 9| 3 6 o
19I5 4 I 6| 316 9| 311 3| 319 of 317 1 315 1
1916 4 4 6] 37 5| 31310 319 7| 4 1 2| 3135 &
1917 4 9 8| 4 2 2| 3719 3| 4 32| 4 4 2| 4 410
1918 414 B 4 810] 4 6 o] 31011 4 9 2| 4 8 6
191G 5 5 3| 418 5/ 415101 5 2 6| 5 © 9| 5 © 4
1920 517 I 516 61 5 6 2 516 1 513 11 516 1L

In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “ 2 Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rige and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation te the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
agisdescribed in Clauge 1).” After consulting the Cominonwealth Statistician
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics,

The Cominission was concerned principally with ascertaining vuiiations
in the cost of an assumed regimen, which is described in the Report as the
“ Indieator List”. 1t appeared, however, that the uscfulness of the
investigations of this Bureau would have been somewhat impaired had they
been limited tn the manner suggested by the Comnussion. It was decided,
therefore, to apply to a more detailed inguiry the methods of mdex-number
construction already used in the investigations into variations in the cost
of food, groceries and housing. -
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It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and housing the commodities,
methods and weighting already in use, which conformed very closely with
those given in the '‘ Indicator List * of the Commission. With regard to
housing, the Commission-adopted a certain type of 5-roomed house as its
standard in determining the amouné allowed for house rent. The figures
used by this Bureau are the rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses, and are not
confined to any particular tvpe, but they fairly represent variations in the
rent for the type of house described by the Commission.

Previous inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries
and housing. It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the prices of
clothing and niscellaneous items. The results of these investigations are
set out in earlier sections of this chapter.

: § 8. Changes in the Regimen.

Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by the Bureau,
the regimens of the several Groups and Sections have undergone some
modifications. These are briefly explained in the {ollowing paragraphs.

(i) Food und Grocerigs.—The regimen for food and groceries was originally
introduced in 1912, and the first revision was made in the September quarter
of 1932. The vegimen in use up to that date will be found on page 13 of
the Labour Report No. 23. A second revision took place in the September
quarter of 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by the
Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main features of this
revision are referred to in (iv) below.

{3y Housimg.—The housing constituent of the regimen has nlso been revised.
Originally the rentals of all houses from “ 3 rooms and under ” to ““ 8 rooms
and over ” were tabulated, and they have been continuously used since 1912
in the “ A ” Series Index. They werc also used in the “ All Items ” Index
up to and including the year 1924. From the following year rentals of 4 and
s-roomed houses only were used in the “ C” series index, and in the same
year they were combined with food and groceries to form the “ B series
index

Since the December quarter of 1936, following on the resolutions of the
1936 Conference of Statisticians, the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in
certain towng have becn collested and tabulated on a somewhat different
basis from that previonsly used. The returns in the twelve more important
citics and towns show the rents of individnal houses, on the basis of which
vartations from a pre-determinated standard are measured. This standard,
the change in which has affected the index-numbers only in vespect of the
relative levels of rents in the different towns, and 1n respect of their absolute
height, was determined by means of a special investigation of the 1933 Census
data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5 roomed wood and brick houses oceupied
by fully-employed wage and salary-carners. This method not being generally

* Revistons of ecollect aml compilation metheds have occupled a longer period, and ore suili

p €. Proper pr tions are takem to prevent auch revigions from “dietutbing the esseniinl
principls of continuity.
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applicable o the circumstances of small country towns, on account of the
greater diversity of average ““ quality ™ of houses, returns from these centres
show the average rent of oceupied houses of a defined standard.

(it} Clothing and Miscellaneons—The regimen for clothing and
mizcellaneous household requirements was originally infroduced, in 1921, and
the first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935, Details of the
original regimen were never published, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26. A sccond revision took place in the
September quarter of 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main {eatures of this
revision are referred to in (iv) helow,

(iv) The revision of the regimen by the Conference of Statisticiany of
April, 1936, was of comprehensive nature. The Resolutions of the
Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI. of Labour Report No. 27

This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are corapiled, but also considered methods of collection
and compilation. As a reselt of its deliberations, and subsequent discussions
by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to improving the
index-numbers as measures of price variations. They compriscd-chiefly
the climinatidn or replacement of articles no longer in demand, or which
experience had shown to be unsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in cortain cases to conform
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit allotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re-adjustment of the population weights applicable to the
several groups and sections of the regimen in accordarce with the results of
the 1033 Gensus. Definite grades or qualities werc also ecstablished for
each article in the regimen, to ensure that quotations should be given, as far
ag possible, for the same article at all times and in all plages. Tmproved
methods of collecting and weighting average honse rentals were alse adopted
(see paragraph (ii) above). “

(v} Changes of the nature mentioned are commonly made in price indexes
without seriously impairing their continuity. In accordance with established
principles of procedure in changing the regimen {(see Labour Report No. ¢,
‘Appendix L, Part 1L, patagraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the index
is taken as determined by the old regimen for the quarter in which the change
is made, and the new regimen is used to measure variabions in the price-level
after that date. The linking up of the index-nwmbers on the old and the
new basis is efiected by the usual method of equating Lhe respective weighted
agpregate costs of the old and the.new regimens in the six capital cities.

While this involves no break of continuity in the index-numbers for the
six capital cities as a whole, slight alterations of the relative positions of
individual towns are inevitable on account of the alteration of former
standards. The effect, however, is more .noticeable in the Group index-

* lt.l,ws:ons of collection and compilation methods have vceupled 2 losger period, snd are <tdl
per pr tieo= arc ¢aken to prevent such revisions Dom disterbing the esscatiad
prindple of convinuity.
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pumbers than in those covering a combination of groups, wherein the losses
and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing group index-numbers
for individual towns in respect of periods including the dates of change
referred to in paragraphs (i} to (iv) above, the following considerations should
be kept in mind \—

Food and groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially comparable
throughout the period up to the June quarter of 1936. From and including
the September quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other, but are not strictly so with those for previous.
quarters.

Ront~No changes have taken place in the mothod of calculating the
rentals of “ All Houses ”, and these index-numbers arc therefore comparable
throughout the period. In regard to rentals of houses of 4 and 5 rooms,
however, the index-numbers for individual towns are comparable with each
other up to the Junc quarter of 1936. [n the September quarter, 1936, 2"
change was made in the weighting system which gave rise to slight disparities
not due to rental fuctuations, and rendered the index-numbers for individual
towns not strictly comparable with those of former periods. The change,
however, made the index-umbers for any one town more comparable with
those of other towns. In the December quarter of 1936 the rent tabulations
iz the two principal towns of each State were placed on an entircly new
basis, which rendered them incomparable individually with index-numbers
of previous periods. This change was also introduced with the abject of
making the mdex-numbers for the prineipal towns more comparable enter se
in any given quarter,

T

Clothing and Miscellancous —The index-numbers for individual towns up
to and incleding 1934 are comparable with those for previous periods. Those
for 1935, and the March and June quarters of 1936, are comparable for those -
periods, but net with the index-numbers of formmer or subsequent periods.
From and including the Scptember quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for
individual towns are substantially comparable with cach other, both from
quarter to quarter and from town to town, but Tor individual towns they are
not strictly continuous with those of previous periods.

-

§ 9. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wa;_;e Variations.

In view of the fact that several *“ series ” of retail price index-numbers are
still agsociated with the variation of wages, the following short explanation
of their significance ig given.

It is desirable again to emphasize the fact that the retail price index-
numbers compiled by the Burean are designed to measure the varigtions in
the cost of the definite regimen of commedities and services covered by each
of the series. The use made of them by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpose
of adjuating wage-rates is entirely the responsibility of the tribunals concerned,
and not of the Bureau, although the.Bureau fully realizes the great
importance of the use to which these indexes are put in this connexmn,
and takes every care to make them ag accurate as possible.
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o

(i) “ A" Series.—The * A" series of indexes cover the itema food and
grocéries and the rent of all houses, with the year 391X as the base {1,000},
This series was first compiled m 1912, and is available yearly for
the six capital citics from Igo1 to 19I1, and quarterly for the 30 important
towns of Australia from 1912 to the June quarter of 1938, after which it
wag discontinued. -

This is the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Australia,
and to vary what is popularly known as the “ Harvester ” Basic Wage of
1goy—the wage {42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the “ normal needs of the average employee,
regarded as & human being, living in a civilized community.” This series
has had very little application since May, 1933, as the result of the adoption
by the Court successively of the ' D’ series at that date, the *“ C ™ series in
May, 1934, “and ‘the “ Court ™ series in July, 1937. The “ A ™ serics of
indexes are published in Appendix VIL. of this Report.

{ii) “ B’" Series.—The “ B " series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
1023-1927 as the base (1,000). This series was first compiled in 1925, and i3
available for the six capital cities for the years 1907 and 1911, and at annual
mtervals for the month of November of the years 1914 to 1920, and quarterly
thereafter for the 30 important towns of Australia. It was designed to
replace the A ” Sertes, but up to date has not beea used in connexion with
the fixation or adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals. This series
appears on pages ¢ to I3 of this Report.

L

{iii} *“ C " Series.—The “ C ! series covers all items of Lousehold expendi-
ture, viz., food and groceries; rent of 4 and s-roomed houses; clothing

. {man, wife and three children) ; household drapery, household utensils, fuel,

lighting and other miscellaneous items, with the prices ruling in the years
1923-1927 as the base (1,000).

This series was introduced as the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
practically that of the ** Indicator ” Lists of the Commission. Tt was firss
compiled in 1921 and is available at annual intervals for the month of
November for the six capital cities for the years 1914 to 1921, guarterly
for these cities from June gquarter, 1922, and quarterly for the 30 important
towns from March quarter, 1925 to date.

The series was not used in connexion with the variation of wages until its
partial adoption by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, when that Court
introduced the “ D series of indexes (for explanation of which see next page).
Io its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court adopted the “ €7 series
as the sole basis for the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment;
In its judgment of 23rd June, 1937, the Commonwealth Court adopted this
index as the basis of the “* Court ™ geries for the adjustinent of the © necds ”
portion of the Court’s new basic wage (see next page). The Court is, of course,
quite free to alter the basis of the * Court ” series at any time it thinks fit.
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This series, covering as it does a far wider range of commodities, displays
a different relationship between the fowns from that shown in the preceding
geries {“ A" and “B ™). The series is published on pages 14 to 24 of this
Report.

{iv) The “ Court’ Series.—The  Court’ series of index-numbers was
created by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
basic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from 1st July, 1937.
Its purpose was to provide a set of index-nwmbers which would he
published by, and under the direct control of, the Court. It was
created primarily for the purpose of removing conditions which tended
to congender the impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was
in some way responsible for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rates.
Its introduction bas the added advantage of enabling the index-numbers
to be specially numbered in the manner most convenient for adjustment
purposes, and of enabling the Statistician to change the base of his
index-numbers without upsetting the wage and adjustment provisions
of the Court’s awards. It is at present Dased on the Commeonwealth
Statigtician’s ©“ € " series index, and i3 obtained as follows :—The ** C ' sertes
index-number for any town for the quarter in question is multiplied by .of1,
and the first three figures on the left of the product are taken as the
corresponding number in the ** Court ™ scries, This number itself states in
whole and decimal figures the number of shillings with current purchasing
power equivalent b0 that of 815, when the * C " series index-number is 1,000.
The base of the series is, therefore, the weighted average of the six capital
cities, Tg23-27 = B1s. The }udgmcnt provides that the nearest whole
number of shillings (a decimal of .5 or over hemf, regarded as a whole aumbet)
shall be taken as the ** needs ™ basic wage, to which will be added the relevant
fixed “ prosperity loadings ™ granted by the Court. The *° Court ” serics
entirely supersedes the ““ 7 series for all wage adjustments decreed by the
Commonwealth Court. A seb of index-numbers under this series is reproduced
in Appendix IV. of this Report. .

v) “ D Series—The “ D " séries is a combiration of the “ A’ and
“ G series, and was introduced by the Commonwealth Court for the
ad]ustment of wages of those employees who were subject to the full 10 per
cent. ** cut ” imposed by the Court in January, 1931. It came info operation
from 1st May, 1033, and was devised in order to counteract the excessive
drop in wages occasioned by the ™ A *' series index after 1929.

The series has for its base the “ A  series index for each town for the
December quarter of 1g2g, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the “ C” series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
corresponding “ C*' index-number of the town for the quarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. Tt will thus be seen that, whereas the “D ™
-index for each town from the December quarter of 1929 to date fluctuates
in the same way as the “ C” index for the same town, the relationship of
dufferent towns i3 that of the ““ A series for the December quarter of 1929,
shghtl ¥ modlﬁcd by the difference in movement hetween the * A ™ senes and
the “C " series index for each town since that quarter.

This series has been superseded almost entirely by the judgment of
the Court referred to under ““ C” series, and continues to operate only in
a few industries. The index-numbers of this series were published in
Appendix VIIL of Labour Reports Nos. 24 to 27.
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(vi) Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page 3. This index
was first compiled in 1912 and is available yearly for the six capital citics
from 190T to 19IT and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1912 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for a time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and is still employed for the adjustment of the wages of members of the
North Australian Workers’ Union above the 2oth parallel.

(vil) The " 200 Towns ** Series.—This series is tabulated for the month of
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth, Up to November, 1936 it covercd the cost of food and
groceries combined with the rent of 4 and of §-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation is limited to food and grocerics only. This
table has been nsed mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for country
towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by Industrial -
Tribunals in this connexion. The basze of this table is the weighted average
cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000, This
series has been compiled for the month of November since 1913, It was-
originally confined to 100 towns, but was increased to 150 in 1915, and 200
in I923. The index-numbers will be found on page 25.

(viii) Relative Merits of Series.—The relative merits of the various series
of index-numbers have been much discussed. Prices of all commodities
do not change simultaneously nor to the same degree. Consequently, over
short periods there may be differences of some magnitude between the
results ascertained from the different series, but over longer periods these
difierences tend to be much reduced.

Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the

gix capital cities over the two periods rgII to 1937 and 1929 to 1937, as

. disclosed by the table in Appendix IX. of this Report, the changes are
substantially of the same order :—

Inerease Decrense
per cent., per cenb.,
. 19:1-1037. . 1939-1937.
Food and Groceries only. . . . 52 . 18
Rent of All Houses . . . 49 . 16
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses .. .- 49 . .. 15
Food and Rent of All Houses ("* A" Series) 51 .. 17
Food and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses -
(" B Beries) i 31 .. 17
“ All Ttems” of Household Expendmure
(" C” Series) .- 45* .. 15

* Taken Dback to 1911 from hase 1514 by meana of ** A * Seriea Index.

{ix) For information in regard to the different bases npon which the
above index-numbers have heen compi‘led, see page 7.
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§ 10. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index-Numbers.

The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for (i) cost of
living, including articles other than food, and (ii} foodstufis only. For the
countries included, the prices for the year 1929 are taken as base (= 100).
The figures, which have been taken chiefly from the League of Nations
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and the International Labour Office Year Book
of Labour Statistics, show merely the Huctuations in prices in each country,
and are obviously not comnparable honzonta]ly :

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in varions Conntries.
(Base: Year 1929 = 100,)
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Indez-Numbers o Relail Prices in Varicus Conntries—continued.

{(Base : Year 1920 = 500.)
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t The publleation oi l-.hesc figures was discontinued after thoae appearnng hereln.



