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FOREWORD

This publication is an initiative of the Queensland Government to
mark the International Year of the Family (IYF). The objectives
and philosophy of IYF aim to strengthen community
understanding and support for the diverse range of families in
our society and to provide a framework for promoting shared
government, community and employer responsibility for
supporting families.

The statistical data contained in this publication on families is the
latest available at the time of compilation. The publication will
provide a valuable reference source for government, community
groups, the private sector, academics and students. It highlights
some of the key changes in Queensland families and will assist
decision making for policy development and service delivery for
Queensland families.

The publication was produced by the Queensland Department of
Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs and the
Queensland Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The project involved Richard Lennon and June Martin from
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and Barbara Wilkins and
Carmel Finn from the Department of Family Services and
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs,

A number of staff from both organisations assisted in the
production of the publication and their assistance is
acknowledged with thanks.
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Living Anangements, Queensland, 1991

Member of a family
houschold
2,358,441

Persons

2,978,263

Member of 2 couple
without children
family
488,784

Partner

480.406

Other family member
8,378

Member of a
two parent family
1,557,131

Parent

762,493
Dependent child
647,725

Other family member

146,913 {a}

Member of a
single parent family
257,986

Singlc parent
194,187

Dependent child

112,592

Other family member

Member of a family
of other related
individuals

29,088

| Unrelated member of

Member of single person
household
| 182,489

Member of group
household
105,078

Visitors
160,795

Counted in non-
private dwelling
130,311

Other
41,149

family household
25,452

51,207 (a)

{a) Including non-dependent children and other family members present.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing,
Basic Community Profile, Tabic B33.
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Family Type, _éueénsland, 1991

Couple only
237,054

Couple families
244,310

I

Couple & other
refated individuals
7.256

With dependent
children
325,750 (a)

Two parent families
389,267

Families
741,363

With non-dependent
children
63,517

With dependent
children

66,576 (a)

Single parent families
94,114

‘ ‘ With non-dependent
children
27,538

Families of other
related individuals
only

13,672

(a) These families may have non-dependent children and other family members
prescnt.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing,
Basic Community Proiile, Table B34.
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INTRODUCTION

QUEENSLAND
HOUSEHOLDS

The vast majority of Queenslanders live in family households,
At the time of the last Census of Population and Housing in
1991, two parent families comprised 53 per cent of all families.
Couple only familtes made up another 32 per cent and a further
13 per cent were single parent families. In these single parent
families, female parents outnumbered their male counterparts by
almost five to one. Persons in non-family households
represented less than 10 per cent of all Queenslanders, while the
occupants of hospitals, hostels, nursing homes and other
non-private dwellings represented less than 5 per cent of the
State’s population.

In 1991, there were 964,687 households in Queensland,
excluding 36,219 households containing only visitors, such as
families in short-term holiday accommodation. More than

67 per cent of households were one family households living in
separate houses.

Since 1981 the number of households has increased more rapidly
than the number of people in houscholds. This resulted in a
decrease in average household size from 3.05 persons in 1981 to
2.89 persons in 1986. However, this decline in the average size
of households slowed in the period 1986 to 1991 and by 1991
the average number of persons per household was 2.83.

TABLE 1.1:
HOUSEHOLDS BY HOUSEHOLD TYPE AND NUMBER
OF PERSONS, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Number of Proportion of Number of

Household type households households persons
%

Family households 734,998 76.2 2,419,632
1 family 728,725 75.5 2,381,863
2 famtlies 6,039 0.6 35,548
3 families 234 0.0 2.221

Group households 47,297 4.9 110,455

Single person
houscholds 182,392 18.9 198,904

Total (a) 964,687 100.0 2,728,991

(a} Includes visitors to each household type, but excludes households that
contained only visitors on Census night.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community
Profile, Tables B43 and B44 and unpublished data.
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Single person and group
households

QUEENSLAND FAMILIES

Couple families

* Generally the characteristics of persons who lived in single

person and group households were different from each other and
the rest of the population, Almost 55 per cent of people who
lived alone were women, and there were greater proportions of
people aged 60 years and over, and persons who had been
widowed, than in the total population. In group households,
young single people and men were more highly represented than
in the population as a whole. To some extent, living
arrangements reflect transitional stages in family formation and
family breakdown, with greater proportions of never married,
divorced or separated persons in both single person and group
households than in the general population.

In 1991, over 2.3 million Queenslanders were living in families.
A further 25,452 people, whiie not related to family members,
were living in family households.

Couple families, which are two parent families and families of
couples without children, formed the majority living arrangement
with 633,577 families and 2,045,915 family members. More
than half of couple families had dependent children usually
living at home. Dependent children are children aged 0 to 14
years and children aged 15 to 24 years who are full-time
students. Almost 17 per cent of couple families had other,
non-dependent, children living at home.

FIGURE 1.1:
COUPLES: FAMILY TYPE BY TYPE OF PARTNERSHIP,
QUEENSLAND, 1991

Per cent Per cent
60+ r o0
54 50

B Married
404 F 40
B De facto
304 F 30
204 20
10+
D :
Couples without Two parent Two parent Tw_o_ parent
children families with families with families with
dependent dependent and  non-dependent
children only  non-dependent  children only
children

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community
Profile, Table B36.



* The traditional nuclear family of two parents with dependent
children only, represented 36.6 per cent of all Queensland
families and those with dependent and non-dependent children
represented 7.3 per cent of all families.

De facto couples less likely * Most couples were married, but 61,498 or 9.7 per cent of couple

to have dependent children families were in de facto relationships. De facto couples were
less likely to have dependent children than married couples.
Only 43.3 per cent of de facto couples had dependent children
compared with 52.2 per cent of married couples.

Single parent families + Single parent families accounted for 94,114 or 12.7 per cent of
all Queensland families. Single parents with dependent children
represented 9.0 per cent of all families. 55 per cent of single
parent families had dependent children only, and 15 per cent had
a single parent, dependent children and other family members.

TABLE 1.2
FAMILY TYPE BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, 1991 AND QUEENSLAND, 1991 AND 1986
Family type
Two Single
parent Two parent Single
families parent  families parent Families

Couples with families with families of other

without dependent with non- dependent with non- related
Statistical division Population Families children  children dependent children dependent individuals

{a) children {(a) children

Brisbane 1,334,008 340,198 104,694 150,750 31,652 31,530 14,472 7.100
Moreton 513,885 127,900 51,105 49547 10,084 11,075 4,058 2,031
Wide Bay-Burnett 195,280 51,233 19,301 21,473 4,062 4,001 1,607 789
Darling Downs 185,497 47376 15471 21,456 4,069 3,845 1,668 867
South West 27,934 6,845 2,061 3,297 600 508 268 111
Fitzroy 167,641 40,969 12,424 19,944 3,283 3,434 1,255 629
Central West 13,771 3,089 957 1,525 238 209 94 66
Mackay 113,782 27,298 8,263 13,534 2,236 2,108 750 407
Northern 183,353 44213 13,693 20,487 3,504 4,231 1,584 714
Far North 201,922 43,675 14,124 19,277 3,191 4,777 [,498 808
North West 39,056 8,567 2,217 4,460 598 858 284 150
Queensland )
1991 (o) 2,977,813 741,363 244,310 325,750 63,517 66,576 27,538 13,672
1986 (c) 2,587,315 689,077 229,160 304,319 58,185 55,740 27,665 14,008

(2) These families may have non-dependent children or other family members
present.

(b) Includes off-shore and migratory.

(¢) Comparisons may be affected by the inclusion of persons aged 21 to 24
years in full-time study in the definition of dependent children in 1991,

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Cammumnity
Profile, Tables BO1 and B34.



* Nearly 83 per cent of single parents were females. A higher
proportion of female parents, 32 per cent, were aged 15 to 24
years, compared with male parents, 19 per cent. Most single
parents had been married, or were still married but separated
from their spousc.

Non-family members * Boarders made up 7 per cent of unrelated members of family
households. Nearly 47 per cent of all unrelated members were
aged 15 to 24 years.

Changes in family types « The proportions of different family types have not altered
significantly since 1986. The largest percentage increase was for
single parent families with dependent children, which increased
from 8.1 per cent of all families in 1986 to 9.0 per cent in 1991,

FIGURE 1.2:
CHANGES IN FAMILY TYPES, QUEENSLAND, 1986 TO 1991

Per cent . ) Per cent
50+ - 50
404 - 40

- 0 1986
| 1591
304 = 30
204 - 20
10 - 10
) :._[:-J-U
Couples Two parcnt Two parent Single parent Single parent Families of
without families with farnilies with families with families with other related
children dependent non-dependent  depcndent children  non-dependent individuals
children children chiidren

Source: ABS: 1991 Ccnsus of Population and Housing, Basic Communily
Profile, Table B34, 1986 Census Table CX3018.



REGIONAL VARIATIONS

Brisbane

Moreton

* Although the statistical divisions of Queensland vary greatly in
population densities, approximately 85 per cent of families were
either couples, two parent families with dependent children or
two parent families with non-dependent children. Throughout
the State, 9.0 per cent of families were comprised of single
parents with dependent children.

* There is a higher proportion of single parent families in the

northern and south-eastern statistical divisions of Queensland.

* De facto couples were also more highly represented in the Far
North, North West and South West statistical divisions.

*+ Over 45 per cent of Queensland families were living in the
Brisbane Statistical Division even though this area geographically
covers less than 1 per cent of the State. Of the 1,334,098
persons, only 49 per cent were males; the lowest proportion in
the State.

+ This region had the highest proportion of persons born in a
non-English speaking country at 9 per cent of the total
population.

* The Moreton Statistical Division has attracted a large number of
retired persons to its coastal regions. In 1991, females
outnumbered males by more than 7,000 in this area, principally
due to the relatively large number of women who had been
widowed.

= At just over 20 per cent of the population, there were relatively
fewer children aged 0 to 14 years compared with the rest of the
State.

» This statistical division had the highest proportion of families
comprising couples without children and the lowest proportion of
two parent families with dependent children at 38.7 per cent.
This is reflected in having the lowest proportion of young
persons aged 0 to 19 years, the second lowest behind
Wide Bay-Burnett of persons aged 20 to 24 years and the highest
proportion of persons aged 60 years and over.

» These factors contributed to the region having the second lowest
proportion, behind Wide Bay-Burnett, of persons who had never
married.

The constant movement of retired people into the area is
reflected in the low proportion of people who were at the same
address five years ago, at less than 40 per cent in 1991.



FIGURE 1.3;
SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES AS A PROPORTION OF ALL
FAMILIES, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Propottion (%)

Less than 10.5
W5wil14
11.5t0 124
12.5t013.4
More than 13.4

South West / Darling
1
L { - E)ewns ' Brisbane
e
- Vet

Source: ABS: CDATA91,

Wide Bay-Bumett and » These two regions have relatively similar numbers of families at

Darling Downs 51,233 in Wide Bay-Burnett and 47,376 in the Darling Downs.
Although the Darling Downs had above the State average of two
parent families with dependent children, Wide Bay-Burnett had a
greater proportion of couple only families. Both regions had low
proportions of those who have never married.

» These two statistical divisions had lower than State average
proportions of single parent families and de facto couples, with
the Darling Downs having the lowest proportion of the latter in
the State at 6.5 per cent of all couples.

* The Darling Downs had a high proportion of 15 to 19 year olds
but also, as with Wide Bay-Burnett, a high proportion of persons
over 60 years of age. Females aged 15 to 49 years represented
less than half of all women in Wide Bay-Burnett, the lowest
proportion of any statistical division.



Mackay and Fitzroy .

North West, Central West, .
South West

These two statistical divisions on the central Queensland coast
had relatively high proportions of two parent families with
dependent children at just under 50 per cent of families. There
was a slightly higher proportion of males than females with
4,500 more males in the Fitzroy region, perhaps due to mining
and other related industries.

Mackay and Fitzroy had the second and third highest proportions
of children aged 0 to 14 years in the State at 25 and 24 per cent
respectively, but low proportions of persons aged 60 years and
over.

Although the North West differs in some ways from the Central
West and South West due to mining activities at Mt [sa, these
three predominantly agricultural regions share many similar
characteristics in family composition and other related attributes.
The three have a relatively low population, totalling 80,761 in
1991, and the highest proportion of males at over 53 per cent.

These statistical divisions had high proportions of two parent
families with dependent children with the North West being
highest in the State at 52.1 per cent. This statistical division also
had the lowest proportion of couple only families in Queensland
at 25.9 per cent. Although the North West also had the highest
proportion of single parent families at 13.3 per cent, the Central
West differed markedly here with the lowest at 9.8 per cent.

The three areas all had high proportions of de facto couples with
the North West the highest in Queensland at 20.1 per cent of all
couples. This, as well as the younger age structure, contributed

to these areas having relatively high proportions of persons who
have never married, the highest being the North West Statistical
Division at 36.4 per cent.

The western areas of the State had relatively high proportions of
young persens aged under 25 years and the North West was the
highest in the State with 45 per cent of the population in this age
group. The North West had the lowest proportion of persons
aged 60 years and over with the other two regions also having
relatively low proportions. More than 50 per cent of the female
population in the North West was aged 15 to 49 years.

The highest proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people was in the North West at 18.8 per cent. The other two
statistical divisions also had relatively high proportions of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people compared with the
Queensland proportion of 2.4 per cent.

The population of the North West Statistical Division showed a
high degree of mobility with only 48.5 per cent living at the
same address in 1991 as five years previously.



Far North aﬁd Nc:rthern

* These two statistical divisions contained 11.9 per cent of families
in Queensland in 1991, The Far North had the highest
proportton of single parent families with dependent children at
10.9 per cent compared with the State average of 9.0 per cent.
The Northern Statistical Division was also above the State
average. Couples are more likely to be in de facto relationships
than in all other areas of the State except the North West. In the
Far North, 15.0 per cent of couples were in de facto relationships
and the proportion in the Northern Statistical Division was
t1.5 per cent. The proportions of those who had never married
were relatively high at over 30 per cent.

* The Far North, at 8.4 per cent, had the second highest proportion
of persons born in a non-English speaking country, compared
with 5.7 per cent of people in the Northern Statistical Division.

* Of the Far North’s population, 10.7 per cent were Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people, the second highest proportion in
Queensland.
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ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER FAMILIES

QUEENSLAND FAMILIES * FACTS AND .



THE ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER POPULATION

* Queensland has the I;argest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

population of any State, with 70,070 persons counted in the 199!
Census. This represented 26.4 per cent of the total number of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia and 2.4
per cent of the total population of the State. The Aboriginal
population for Queensland was 55,511, while the Torres Strait
Islander population numbered 14,559,

The total Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population
increased by 14.4 per cent between 1986 and 1991, The
Aboriginal population grew by 15.4 per cent, and the Torres
Strait Islander population increased by 10.5 per cent. These
increases, which were higher than for the total population, may
have been due to a number of factors including special census
collection procedures in remote areas, and a continuing tendency
towards self-identification in the Census for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.

TABLE 2.1:

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE, QUEENSLAND, 1981, 1986 AND

1991 -

1981 1986 1991

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 44,698 61,268 70,070
Males 22,248 30,459 34,804
Females 22,450 30,809 35,266
Proportion of Queensland population % 1.9 24 24

Aboriginal people 33,966 48,098 55,511
Males 17,033 24,043 27,573
Females 16,933 24,055 27,938

Torres Strait Islanders 10,732 13.170 14,559
Males 5,215 6,416 7,231
Females 5.517 6,754 7,328

Source: ABS: Censuses of Population and Housing: 199 Basic Community
Profile, Table B04 and Aboriginal Community Profile, Table AOT; 1986
Abariginal and Torres Strait Islander People in Queensland (2510.3) and
unpublished data.

» Twenty-one per cent of Aboriginal people lived in Communities

administered by Aboriginal Councils, and 36.9 per cent of Torres
Strait Islanders lived in Torres Strait Island Communities.

QUEENSLAND FAMILIES -



* In Queensland, 36 per cent of Aboriginal people and 61 per cent
of Torres Strait Islander people lived in the Far North and North
West statistical divisions in 1991, The Brisbane Statistical
Division also had a large number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, although they accounted for a far smaller
proportion of the total population than in the north of the State.

* Moreton Statistical Division had the lowest proportion of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, at 0.5 per cent of
the total population.

TABLE 2.2: '
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE BY STATISTICAL DIVISION,

QUEENSLAND, 1991

Aboriginal
and Torres Strait
Islander people

Torres as a proportion

Aboriginal Strait of total

Statistical division people Islanders Total population
Number Number Number %

Brisbane 11,822 1,584 13,406 1.0
Moreton 2,482 299 2,781 0.5
Wide Bay-Burnett 3,519 281 3,800 1.9
Darling Downs 2,494 163 2,657 1.4
~South West 1,895 29 1,924 6.9
Fitzroy 4,729 491 5,220 3.1
Central West 535 47 582 4.2
Mackay 1,457 1,090 2,547 2.2
Northern 6,507 1,670 3,177 4.5
Far North 12,884 8,745 21,629 10.7
North West 7,173 160 7,333 18.8
Queensland (a) 55,511 14,559 70,070 2.4

{a) Includes off-shore and migratory.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and llousing, Basic Comnunity
Profile, Table B04 and Aboriginal Community Profile, Table AOL.
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FIGURE 2.1:

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE
AS A PROPORTION OF TOTAL POPULATION,
QUEENSLAND, 1991

Proportion (%)

Less than 3.0
30to 49
50t0 89
90tc 179
More than 17 .9

North West

Fiizroy E Wide Bay-Bumett
;"l’j e q\il-"l 9
SV, ~ “ij Kt

?‘,'"-,? “‘5\ I E_Mnreton
South West / Darling
(_a' Downs

Lo —~* “Brisbane

N

Source: ABS: CDATASI1.

Forty per cent under 15 years + While the Queensland population as a whole is ageing,

of age Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people had a younger age
structure, largely due to higher birth rates and higher mortality
rates than the total population. Less than a quarter of all
Queenslanders were under 15 years of age, while 40 per cent of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were in this age

group.,



FIGURE 2.2:

PROPORTION OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION AND
NON-ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION BY AGE GROUP,
QUEENSLAND, 1991

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Population Non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander Population
Per cent Age Per cent

5 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 o BfOUp 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

65 and
over

60-64

55-59

50-34

45-49

40-44

35-39

30-34

25-29

20-24

15-19

t0-14

59

04

16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 0 2 4 6 8 10 2 14 16

Per ceat Per cent

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Expanded Community
Profile, Tables EOI and EO3.

* Almost 12 per cent of the total Queensland population was aged
65 years and over compared with less than 3 per cent of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.



FAMILY TYPES = Seventy-five per cent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
families had dependent children, compared with 53 per cent of
all families in Queensland. Over 51 per cent of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander families consisted of two parents with
dependent children, and 24 per cent were single parent families.

» The majority of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander houscholds
were family households and less than 1,800 Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people lived alone. In 1991, there were
1,243 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander group households.

In addition there was a higher proportion of multi-family
households among the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population compared with the total Queensland population.

TABLE 2.3:
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FAMILIES, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Household type Number %
One family 14,226 75.1
Two families 1,394 7.4
Three families ; : 352 1.9
Single person household 1,727 9.8
Group household 1,243 6.6

Total 18,942 100.0

Family type (a)

Couples without children 2,390 15.0
Two parent families with dependent children (b) 8,212 51.4
Two parent families with non-dependent children 677 4.2
Single parent families with dependent children (b) 3,766 23.6
Single parent families with non-dependent children 584 3.7
Families of other related individuals 343 2.1
Total 15,972 100.0

{(a) Family type of the first family identified in a household only.
{b) These familics may have non-dependent children or other family members
present,

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.

Families are larger * Generally Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families were
larger than Queensland families overall, with an average of
4.1 members. They had nearly one person per family more than
the State average. This larger family size was due to the
tendency to live with relatives, and to the differing fertility
patterns of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.



Incomes lower * Lower average annual family incomes are also characteristic of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. Of the families
who stated their income at the 1991 Census, over 12 per cent
earned $12,000 or less, compared with under 7 per cent of all
Queensland families who stated their income. Only 4.6 per cent
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families earned more
than $60,000 each year, considerably less than the 12.6 per cent
of all Queensland families.

FIGURE 2.3:
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FAMILIES AND ALL FAMILIES,
PROPORTION OF FAMILIES BY INCOME, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Per cent Per cent
30 - ~ 30
B Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Eslander families
8 All Queensland farnilies
b 25
- 20
15
- 10
- 5
- 0

0-12.000 12,001-16,000 16,001-25,000 25,001-40,000 40,001-60,000 over 60,000

Annual Tncome ($)

Source: ABS 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.

* Unemployment was also markedly higher among Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people with 28 per cent of persons in the
labour force in 1991 not able to find employment. When
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were employed, they
tended to be concentrated in the lower paying occupational
groups such as labourers and related workers.

-



TABLE 2.4:
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FAMILIES (a), FAMILY TYPE BY FAMILY
INCOME, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Annual Income
Under 12,001 16,001 25,001 40,001 More than

Family type 12,000 to 16,000 to 25,000 to 40,000 to 60,000 60,000 Total
Couples without children 189 455 559 558 439 90 2,290
Two parent families with

dependent children (b) 468 646 2,452 2,539 1,394 431 7,930
Two parent families with

non-dependent children 34 40 126 190 177 96 663
Single parent families with :

dependent children (b) 1,070 710 965 569 180 64 3,558
Single parent families with

non-dependent children 78 78 201 126 72 21 576
Families of other related

individuals 35 63 106 86 34 10 334

Total 1,874 1,992 4,409 4,068 2,296 712 15,351

{a) Excludes families who did not statc their income.
(b} These families may have non-dependent children or other family members
prescnt.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.

HOUSING = Eighty per cent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Most live in separate houses households occupied separate houses. This proportion was
similar to that for all Queensland households. However, less
than one quarter of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
householders owned or were purchasing their home, compared
with two-thirds of all householders. Home ownership in
Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households
averaged 10 per cent with the highest percentages in the
Central West, South West and Moreton statistical divisions.
Almost one quarter of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
householders rented their dwelling from the Queensland
Department of Housing, Local Government and Planning or
another government agency.

-

Non-private dwellings + While the vast majority of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people lived in family households, 3,071 resided in non-private
dwellings. More than 38 per cent of children aged 0 to 14 years
counted in these establishments were in boarding schools,
residential colleges or halls of residence; while a further
15 per cent of these children were counted in hospitals.
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR * To mark the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People

OF THE WORLD’S in 1993, more than $413,000 in grants was distributed to develop
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE projects of lasting benefit to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people.

» Projects which received grants were concerned with:

. the promotion of Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander traditional and contemporary art styles;

- the maintenance, revitalisation or preservation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage;

. the increased understanding of indigenous rights to assist
cultural, social and economic viability;

- the recording of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander family
and community histories.

» This special year for indigenous Australians saw the "Black
Diggers" formally recognised for their role in defending
Australia. They were honoured by being invited to lead the
Anzac Day Parade in Brisbane.
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Section 3

MIGRANT FAMILIES
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OVERSEAS BORN * The ethnic composition of Queensland is becoming more diverse.
POPULATION In 1991, 17 per cent of people living in Queensland were born
overseas, compared with only 10.3 per cent in 1947. Over
41 per cent of people born overseas were from non-English
speaking countries.

Traditional source countries « The traditional source countries of the United Kingdom and
Ireland remained important in the State’s ethnic make up, at
37 per cent of the overseas born population. However their
proportion of the total population has declined to just over
6 per cent in 1991 compared with 7.5 per cent in the years
immediately following World War IL

* A similar decline in migration from Italy is evident. Italy has
now been overtaken by Germany as the third largest source
country after people from the UK and New Zealand.

TABLE 3.1:
PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION BY BIRTHPLACE , QUEENSLAND, 1947, 1966, 1986
AND PROPORTION AND NUMBER 1991

Census of Population and Housing

Birthplace 1947 1966 1986 1991 1991

% % % % ‘000
Australia 89.7 88.0 83.6 80.7 2,402.7
Overseas 10.3 12.0 15.0 17.0 508.1
New Zealand 0.4 0.5 2.4 3.1 92.0
UK and Ireland 7.5 6.3 6.1 6.2 185.5
Other Europe 1.9 4.1 3.5 3.6 106.0
Asia 03 0.6 1.5 22 64.9
America 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.7 213
Other 0.1 0.3 1.0 1.3 38.0
English speaking countries n.a. n.a. 9.1 10.0 299.1
Non-English speaking countries  n.a. n.a. 59 7.0 209.0
Not stated , . 1.4 2.3 67.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 2,977.8

n.a. Not available.
Source: ABS: Censuses of Population and Housing: Summary Characteristics

of Persons and Dwellings, 1981 (2437.0); 1986 (2481.0); 1991 Basic
Community Profile, Tables B01, BO8 and B(9.
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Pacific and Asian migration
increasing

Non-English speaking
migrants

* Migration from the Pacific region has been particularly strong in

the last decade. In 1981, 48,073 people living in Queensland
were New Zealand born. By 1991, this component had grown to
92,044 or 18.1 per cent of all overseas born people.

Since 1986, migrants from Fiji and Papua New Guinea also have
arrived in increasing numbers. In the five years to 1991, the
number of people living in Queensland, who were born in South
East Asia, rose by 12,163 or 58 per cent. However, this increase
is still smaller than the increase in the number of people born in
the UK and Ireland, 26,553.

Despite the increased migration to Queensland, a smaller
proportion of the State’s population was overseas born,

17 per cent, compared with Australia as a whole at 22 per cent.
Queensland also has relatively more migrants from English
speaking countries.

FIGURE 3.1:

PERSONS BORN IN. NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING
COUNTRIES AS A PROPORTION OF ALL PERSONS,
QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Recent Migrants

= Brisbane, with substantial populations from both Europe and

Asia, had the highest proportion of migrants from non-English
speaking countries. The Far North Statistical Division, which
has a large Italian community, has the second largest proportion.

FIGURE 3.2:
SETTLERS TO QUEENSLAND BY COUNTRY OF LAST
RESTIDENCE, 1992-93

Per cent Per cent
301 7
|- 30
251 ) 25
204 - 20
154 F 15
i0 F 10
31 5
(]J -0
New Hong UK & South Tatwan  Other Other
Zealand Kong Ireland East Asia ESCs  NESCs
(a) {(b)

{a) English speaking countries.
(b} Non-English speaking countries.

Source: ABS: Overseas Amivals and Departures, unpublished data.

In 1992-93, 10,939 people settled in Queensland from overseas,
4,250 fewer than for the previous year. Twenty-six per cent
were aged under 15 years. Countries of last residence included
New Zealand, 29.0 per cent; UK and Ireland, 12.5 per cent;
Hong Kong, 16.4 per cent and Taiwan, 5.1 per cent. Fifty-three
per cent were from countries where the main language spoken is
not English.
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LANGUAGES SPOKEN * The most common non-English languages spoken at home by
Queenslanders were Italian, spoken by 28,088 persons; followed
by German, spoken by 19,130 persons and Cantonese, spoken by
[2,867 persons.

TABLE 3.2:
PERSONS WHO SPOKE A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN
ENGLISH AT HOME, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Langunage Number Proportion

%
Cantonese ‘ 12,867 6.6
Dutch 8,957 4.6
Filipino languages 6,649 3.4
French 6,531 3.4
German 19,130 99
Greek 11,691 6.0
Italian 28,088 14.5
Japanese 7,562 3.9
Mandarin : 6,283 3.2
Polish 5,421 2.8
Spanish 7417 3.8
Vietnamese 8.801 4.5
Other languages 64,130 33.1
Total (a) 193,527 100.0

- (a) Excludes language inadequately described and not stated,

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, State comparison
serics (2731.0).



BIRTHPLACE OF
COUPLES AND
SINGLE PARENTS

» Migrants were less likely to be in de facto relationships than
those born in Australia. Just under 8 per cent of the overseas
born were in de facto relationships compared with just under
9 per cent of the Australian born.

» Among the migrant groups, Asian people were less likely to be
in de facto relationships compared with people from other
regions. In contrast, more than 14 per cent of the New Zealand
born living with a partner were in a de facto relationship.

FIGURE 3.3:

PERSONS LIVING IN A DE FACTO RELATIONSHIP AS
A PROPORTION OF ALL PERSONS LIVING WITH A
PARTNER BY BIRTHPLACE, QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.



* Australian born people were marginally less likely to be single
parents than persons born overseas.

* Of the 66,629 single parents with dependent children,
19.4 per cent were born overseas compared with 17 per cent of
the total population. This over-representation was most notable
for single fathers, with 23 per cent having been born overseas.
Fathers from the UK and Europe contributed significantly to this
situation.

TABLE 3.3
BIRTHPLACE OF SINGLE PARENTS WITH DEPENDENT
CHILDREN, QUEENSLAND, 1991

All single

Birthplace Fathers Mothers parents
Australia 7,783 45,729 53,512
UK and Ireland 760 3,607 4.367
Other Europe ' 547 1,794 2,341
Asia 333 1,409 1,742
Americas 84 461 545
New Zealand 399 2,308 2,707
Other 200 1,020 1,220
Total overseas 2,323 10,599 12,922
Not Stated 68 127 195
Total 10,174 56,455 06,629

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.
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TRENDS IN MARRIAGE

» In the 1980s, the average annual number of marriages registered
in Queensland was just over 18,400, with the highest numbers
occurring in 1984 and 1989. In the early 1990s, the average
annual number of marriages registered has risen to more than
19,400. Although these figures are higher than those in the late
1960s and early 1970s, overall, the proportion of persons
marrying has declined over the past 25 years.

+ In 1991, Wide Bay Statistical Division had the highest proportion
of married people, with 62 per cent of the population aged
15 years and over being married. The northern parts of
Queensland had relatively fewer married persons, largely due to
the young age structure and relatively high proportions of
separated and divorced persons in the population.

FIGURE 4.1:

MARRIED PERSONS AS A PROPORTION OF THE
POPULATION AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER,
QUEENSLAND, 1991
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FIRST MARRIAGES * The decline in the proportion of people marrying is particularly
noticeable in those marrying for the first time. For every 1,000
never married men in 1971, 78 married in that year. By 1991,
only 40 per 1,000 married. For women, the first marriage rate of
112 marrying per 1,000 never married women in 1971 had more
than halved to 50 per 1,000 in 1991.

FIGURE 4.2:
FIRST MARRIAGE RATES (a3, QUEENSLAND, 1961 TO 1991

Rate Rate
120+ ~ 120
100 O Males = 100
B Females
80 - 80
60— - 60
40 = 40
204 - 20
0 ~0

1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991

(a) Rates per 1,000 of the never married population.

Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3).



Later Marriages

REMARRIAGES

* First marriages now occur at later ages. In 1971, the median age

of first time bridegrooms was 23.1 years and for brides,

20.8 years. By 1992, these figures had increased to 26.4 years
and 24.2 years respectively. Although the majority of first
marriages took place when the partners were in their twenties, an
increasing proportion do not marry until they are older, if at all.
In 1991, 69 per cent of men in their twenties had never married,
compared with 45 per cent twenty years previously. While
women tend to marry at a younger age than men, 53 per cent of
20 to 29 year olds had not done so in 1991, more than double
the 24 per cent in 1971.

The increase in age at marriage and the consequent higher
proportions of young unmarried men and women is, in part, due
to the postponement of first marriages, with many persons
preferring to further their education, establish careers and pursue
a more independent lifestyle before marrying.

A major change in marriages has been evident since the mid-
1970s, following the introduction of the Family Law Act. While
the first marriage rate has declined, the number of divorced and
widowed persons remarrying per thousand of the previously
married population rose significantly from 1961 to a peak in
1976. In that year almost 10 per cent of divorced or widowed
males remarried, although female rates were only about one-third
of this figure. Since then, remarriage rates have declined at an
increasing rate for males to near 1971 figures. For females, the
decline has been less pronounced aithough the remarriage rate is
less than half that of their male counterparts.

TABLE 4.1:

REMARRIAGE RATE (a), QUEENSLAND, 1961 TO 1991
Year Males Females
1961 40.3 15.8
1966 459 16.4
1971 52.3 18.2
1976 96.8 337
1981 85.0 32.5
1986 70.6 294
1991 56.9 269

{a} Remarriages per 1,000 of the divorced and widowed population.

Source: ABS: Marriages (3304.3), Demography (3311.3).



Remarriages of divorced
persons remain high

Men more likely to remarry

* Remarriages of divorced persons now account for a much larger
proportion of all marriages than 20 years ago. In 1971, only
6 per cent of bridegrooms and 5 per cent of brides were
divorced. These proportions increased sharply in 1976 and then
gradually increased until the late 1980s, after which they
remained relatively constant. In 1992, 23 per cent of
bridegrooms and 22 per cent of brides had been divorced.

* In 12.5 per cent of marriages in 1992, both partrers had been

divorced, and in a further 20.5 per cent of marriages either the
bride or the groom had been divorced. First marriages for both
partners accounted for fewer than 66 per cent of marriages.

FIGURE 4.3;
MARRIAGES: PROPORTION BY PREVIOUS MARITAL
STATUS, QUEENSLAND, 1966 TO 1991
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Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3), (3101.3). Marriages (3304.3), Statistics
ol Queensland Part A.

* Over the last fifteen years, males have shown a higher tendency

to remarry than females. Between 1977 and 1992, more
divorced males remarried than divorced females even though
divorced females outnumber divorced males. Although

23 per cent more women who had been widowed than men who
had been widowed married in 1991, there were nearly four times
as many widows as widowers in the population in that year.
Therefore on a proportional basis, men who had been widowed
show a greater tendency to remarry than their female
counterparts.



+ In 1992, 18.9 per cent of males remarrying had one child aged
0 to 15 years and a further 19.6 per cent had two or more
children. The proportion of males remarrying with children aged
0 to 15 years has decreased from 44 per cent in 1987 to
39 per cent in 1992. These figures varied only slightly for
females who remarried.

- Just over 14 per cent of parents with children aged 0 to 15 years
remarrying in 1992 had two or more previous marriages. These
remarriages involved over 1,000 children.

TABLE 4.2:
MARRIAGES: MALES AND FEMALES REMARRYING BY NUMBER OF PREVIOUS
MARRIAGES AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 15 YEARS, QUEENSLAND, 1992

Number of children aged 0 to 15 years

Number of All All
previous parties children
marriages 0 1 2 3 4+ (a) ()
Males
1 2,742 854 652 176 32 4,474 2.820
2 394 123 100 39 11 671 484
3 or more 35 12 il 4 | 85 50
Total (a) 3,191 989 763 219 44 5,233 3,354
Females
1 2,588 845 663 186 49 4,337 2,932
2 440 142 84 36 7 709 454
3 or more 33 10 7 - - 70 24
Total (a) 3,082 997 754 222 56 5,121 3,410

(2} Includes "not stated”.
(b} Excludes "not stated".

Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3).



MARITAL STATUS * With first marriages being delayed, there is now some evidence

More may never marry that a larger proportion of persons may never marry. First
marriage rates for males and females in their thirties and forties
peaked in the 1970s. In 1986, these rates had declined to levels
similar to those of the early 1960s and by 1991 had declined
even further. These declining first marriage rates are reflected in
the fact that proportions of ever married males and females was
lower in the under 40 age group in 1991 than 20 years
previously.

TABLE 4.3:
PERSONS WHO HAVE EVER MARRIED, QUEENSLAND, 1971, 1981 AND 1991
1971 1981 1991

Age group Males Females Males Females Males Females

% % % % % %
20-29 54.6 75.8 45.2 65.3 314 47.1
30-39 86.2 93.9 87.1 93.5 78.8 87.2
40-49 88.8 949 91.0 95.5 91.0 94,7
50-59 89.7 94.0 90.8 95.6 92.2 95.5
60 and over 89.4 90.6 91.4 93.2 92.5 94.6

Source: ABS: Censuses of Population and Housing, 1991 Expanded
Community Profile Table E02; 1981 Cross Classified Characteristics of
Persons and Dwellings (2446.0); 197t Demographic Characteristics
Bulletin 3, Part 3.

* The current marital status of the population reflects many of the
trends in marriage in the 1980s and early 1990s, with substantial
proportions of young persons having not married. Marriage rates
gradually increased for persons aged in their late twenties and
thirties and then stabilised, although separation and divorce
became more prevalent,



+ In the group aged 50 years and over, the proportion who are
separated or divorced is lower than in the age groups between
35 and 49 years. Widowed status becomes increasingly
predominant with age, particularly for women. There is a
relatively larger proportion of never married women in their
seventies and later years compared with women in their fifties
and sixties. These women, many of whom would have been
expected to marry in the Depression years or during World War
II, did not do so, largely due to the early deaths of prospective
husbands or the economic circumstances of the time.

FIGURE 4.4:
POPULATION AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER, PROPORTION BY MARITAL STATUS,
QUEENSLAND, 1991
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DE FACTO
RELATIONSHIPS

* In 1991, more than 119,000 people or 9.6 per cent of all

Queenslanders living in a couple relationship were living in a
de facto relationship compared with 8.1 per cent for Australia.
In 1986, 6.5 per cent of all couples in Queensland and

5.7 per cent of all couples in Australia were living in a de facto
relationship. Tn Queensland, 43 per cent of males and

33 per cent of females in a de facto relationship were aged

15 to 29 years.

Younger persons in a couple relationship in 1991 were more
likely to be living together without being married. Almost

80 per cent of persons aged 15 to 19 years and 43 per cent of
persons aged 20 to 24 years living in a couple relationship were
not married to each other. Just under 10 per cent of persons

aged 30 to 39 years in a couple relationship were not married to
their partner,

FIGURE 4.5;

PERSONS LIVING IN A DE FACTO RELATIONSHIP AS
A PROPORTION OF ALL PERSONS LIVING WITH A
PARTNER, QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Expanded Community
Profile Table E03.



» Women enter couple relationships at an earlier age than males.
Of females aged 15 to 19 years in 1991, 4.8 per cent, or 5,618
women, were living as part of a couple, compared with 1,619 or
1.3 per cent of males of the same age. However, because they
marry earlier, 78.5 per cent of females of this age in couple
relationships were in de facto relationships, compared with
83.2 per cent of males.

+ Despite the large number of young de facto couples, this type of
relationship is not entirely restricted to the young. Males aged
60 years and over accounted for 4.4 per cent of all men in
de facto couples, and females in the same age group for
2.8 per cent.

TABLE 4.4:
PERSONS IN COUPLE RELATIONSHIPS (a),
QUEENSLAND, 1991

Proportion
De facto ANl  in de facto
Age group couples couples couples
Number Number %
Males

15-19 1,347 1,619 83.2
20-24 11,137 22,141 503
25-29 12,887 56,070 23.0
30-39 17,112 156,850 10.9
40-49 9,870 151.509 6.5
50-59 4,119 97,487 4.2
60 and over 2,611 130,705 2.0
Total 59,083 616,381 9.6

Females
15-19 4,408 5,618 78.5
20-24 14,933 38,736 38.6
25-29 12,518 72,489 17.3
30-39 15,281 171,725 8.9
40-49 8,518 147,813 5.8
50-59 3,000 88,707 34
60 and over 1,665 101,284 1.6
Total 60,323 626,372 9.6

(a) Excluding couples where one pariner was absent on Census night.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Expanded Community
Profile Table E03.






TRENDS IN DIVORCE

Divorce rates
Divorces higher since 1976

Divorce was relatively uncommon in Queensland in the late
nineteenth century, with only four divorces registered n 1877.
This figure rose to 248 in 1942, before increasing significantly
during the later years of World War I, to peak at 1,162 in 1946,
By 1957 the annual total had declined to 689.

From the late 1950s, divorces rose steadily to 2,689 in 1975,
followed by a [eap to 9,619 in 1976. Divorces registered in
1992 totalled 8,984.

The Fumily Law Act commenced operation in 1976, with
irretrievable breakdown of the marriage, as evidenced by the
separation of the couple for at least one year, as the sole ground
for a divorce. In that year, twenty couples in every [,000 were
divorced, compared with only three couples per 1,000 ten vears
previously. Although the number of divorces has steadied in the
past decade, annual totals are still considerably higher than in the
years prior to 1976,

TABLE 5.1:

DIVORCE RATE (a), QUEENSLAND, 1961 TO 1991

Year Males Females
1961 2.3 23
1966 2.8 2.8
1971 3.3 33
1976 20,0 19.9
1981 12.0 12.0
1986 11.8 11.7
1991 13.2 13.0

{a) Divorces per 1,000 of the married population.

Source: ABS: Divorces (3305.3); Summary Characteristics of Persons and
Dwellings, 1986 (2481.0); 1981 (2437.0}%, Demography (3311.3).

Trends in divorce in Queensland have been similar to those for
all States. In 1991, there were approximately 16 divorces for
every 1,000 married couples in Queensland. The Australian
average was slightly lower at 14 divorces per 1,000 married
couples.



Age at marriage

Divorces involving children

* In 1981, 62.7 per cent of divorces involved couples where both

partners were aged under 25 years at the time of the marriage.
By 1992, this figure had fallen to 48.4 per cent, showing the
effect of delayed marriages.

Just under 7 per cent of 1981 divorces involved couples who had
both been in their mid-twenties to mid-thirties when they
married. In 1992, the corresponding figure was 13 per cent.

Over the past six years, the number of Queensland children
whose parents divorced has increased, with 8,483 children
involved in 1986 and 9,976 in 1992, However, although the
number of divorces involving children aged 0 to 17 years has
increased, the proportion of divorces involving children has
declined steadily over the past ten years. In 1992, this
proportion had fallen below 58 per cent of all divorces. The
average of two children per divorcing couple with children has
been steady over recent years.

TABLE 5.2:

DIVORCES INVOLVING CHILDREN, QUEENSLAND, 1982 TO 1992
Average
Number of number of
Year Divorces involving children children children
No. % No. No.
1982 4,267 63.0 8,556 2.0
1984 5,055 62.7 10,038 2.0
1986 4,385 62.3 8,483 {.9
1988 4,605 59.9 8,911 1.9
1990 5,058 59.4 9,722 1.9
1992 5,176 57.6 9,976 1.9

Source: ABS: Divorces (3305.3); Demography {3311.3), (3101.3).



Duration of marriage + Divorces now occur in marriages much earlier than in the past.
In 1961, 8 per cent of divorces related to marriages of less than
five years duration; by 1988 this figure had more than doubled to
18 per cent, falling marginally in 1992 to 17 per cent.

« In 1992, in 45 per cent of divorces, the couple had not reached
their tenth wedding anniversary.

FIGURE 5.1:
DIVORCES: PROPORTION BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE, QUEENSLAND, 1971, 1981,
AND 1991
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REMARRIAGES AND
DIVORCE

Multiple divorces are
increasing

TABLE 5.3:

* Remarriages of divorced persons account for an increasing

proportion of all marriages. Tn 1992, 33 per cent of marriages
involved couples where one or both partners had previously been
divorced.

Multiple divorces are now more common. In 1981, 9 per cent of
husbands and 9 per cent of wives divorcing had been divorced
previously. By 1992, these proportions had risen to 18 per cent
and 17 per cent respectively.

Second or subsequent divorces where both partners had been
divorced before accounted for 9.1 per cent of all divorces.

Remarriages ending in divorce are of shorter duration than first
marriages which end in divorce. In 1992, over 60 per cent of
divorces where a partner had previously been divorced, ended a
marriage of less than [0 years, while only about 40 per cent of
first marriages ending in divorce had lasted less than a decade.
Over 26 per cent of first marriages for husbands and wives had
lasted for 20 years or more, compared with 5 per cent of second
or subsequent marriages which ended in divorce.

DIVORCES: DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATU S,

QUEENSLAND, 1992

Husbands Wives

Duration of Never Never

marriage married  Widowed  Divoreed married Widowed  Divorced
Years % % % % % %
0-4 15.4 28.0 24.6 15.5 29.7 24.3
5-9 25.6 34.1 382 26.0 273 37.8
10 - 14 8.6 14.6 228 18.3 21.9 23.7
15-19 14.2 13.4 9.0 14.1 10.9 9.4
20-29 19.8 7.3 4.6 19.9 7.0 3.6
30 and over 6.3 24 0.8 6.2 31 1.3

Source: ABS: Demography  (3311.3).



DEATH OF A SPOUSE

OTHER FAMILY
DISSOLUTIONS

* The death of a spouse is still the most frequent reason for the

end of a marriage, despite the increasing incidence of divorce.
In 1992, 6,500 husbands and 2,750 wives died, compared with
8,984 divorces.

Widowed persons outnumber divorced persons in the Queensland
population, with approximatety 11 widowed persons for every

10 divorcees in 1991. The vast majority of widowed persons
were females, with about four to every widowed male aged

50 years and over and two to every widowed male for younger
age groups. Eighty-two per cent of all widowed persons were
aged 60 years or over.

TABLE 5.4; :
WIDOWED PERSONS, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Widowed persons Males per
Age group Males Females 100 females
Under 50 3,850 8,602 45
50 - 59 2,748 10,287 27
60 - 64 2,543 i1,174 23
65 and over 19,972 84,966 24
Total 29,113 115,029 25

Seurce: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Expanded Community
Profile, Table E02.

Although widowed persons are concentrated in the 60 years and
over age group, many became widowed at an earlier age. In
1992, 17 per cent of husbands and 26 per cent of wives who
died were under 60 years of age. In addition, younger widowed
persons are more likely to remarry than those in the older age
groups. In 1991, 30 widowed persons per 1,000 widowed
persons aged under 50 years remarried. The equivalent figures
for those aged 50 years and over were only 15 for males and 3
for females.

Forty-four per cent of widowed persons lived alone, and almost
14 per cent were single parents in 1991. This proportion is
almost treble the 5 per cent of widowed persons who were single
parents in 1986.

While the loss of a partner through divorce or death is the most
stgnificant element in family dissolution, there are other types of
family breakup. The last child leaving home in a single parent
family or the death of an aged parent are just two examples of
the types of change which can mean the end of a family
household. In many cases, these changes are permanent,
although many individuals may subsequently enter new family
relationships.
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* One method of gauging the reasons for family dissolution is to
look at the reasons why people move from where they usually
live. In 1992, over one million Queenslanders aged 15 years and
over had changed their usual residence during the previous five
years. The most common reason for moving for men was for
employment reasons and for women "to be with or near family".
Age also influences the reasons people change their address.
The most common reason among 15 to 24 year olds was "to be
with or near family", for 25 to 34 year oids it was because they
had become home buyers, while 35 to 44 year olds were most
likely to move for employment reasons.

TABLE 3.5:
PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER, MAIN REASON FOR CHANGING USUAL
RESIDENCE IN FIVE YEARS TO 1992, QUEENSLAND

Age group
65 and
Reason 15-24  25-34 35-44  45-54 55-64 over Total
% % % % % % %
Family Reasons
To get married 2.4 4.0 *1.9 *1.1 (.9 *1.3 2.5
To begin living with de facto
marriage partner 5.0 33 *.2 *1.3 *0.4 *0.0 2.7
Separated from registered
marriage partner *0.5 1.7 35 *42 *2.1 *0.5 2.0
Separated from de facto
~ marriage partner *0.9 *0.9 *0.9 *0.5 *0.0 *0.0 0.7
Other family conflict 2.8 *0.6 *0.3 *0.8 *1.5 *1.9 1.3
To be independent 6.8 2.7 *0.7 *0.7 *2.1 *1.3 3.0
To be with or near family 28.0 11.1 10.6 8.8 16.8 28.0 16.6
Housing reasons
To lower housing costs 55 6.5 5.6 9.5 *6.7 *6.1 6.4
To move to better area 6.1 10.1 12.5 12.8 18.0 12.3 10.5
Dwelling structure unsatisfactory 5.1 8.6 8.4 10.9 123 14.8 8.5
L.andlord request 4.6 27 3.9 *4.7 *3.1 *6.1 3.9
Became home buyer/home owner 4.1 22.1 16.9 169 8.1 *6.0 3.8
Other reasons
Employment reasons 12.7 14.1 17.2 12.2 *7.8 «1.4 12.9
Education reasons 7.6 *1.1 *1.2 +(.6 *0.0 *0.0 2.6
Other 7.9 10.6 15.1 152 20.2 20.2 2.6
Total 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0

*Subject to high sampling variability.

Source: ABS: 1992 Families Survey, unpublished data.



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE « On 28 May 1993, the Domestic Violence (Family Protection) Act
1989 was amended to give persons affected by domestic violence
greater protection from further violence or threats from their
partner. Protection can be extended to the person’s children,
relatives, friends and associates. Orders made interstate can be
registered in Queensland. The new provisions have greatly
strengthened the protection available to families affected by
violence.

TABLE 5.6:
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, QUEENSLAND, 1990-91 TO 1992-1993
Particulars ' 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93
Total applications 4,667 7,072 8,994
Aggrieved person 2,637 4,040 5,498
Authorised person 114 95 104
Police 1,916 2,937 3,392
Temporary protection orders 2,486 3,066 4,735
Protection orders 3,356 4,670 6,306
Application refused 103 92 56
Application withdrawn 510 750 873
Dismissed/struck out 435 315 969
Adjourned sine die 173 144 161

Source: Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and lslander Affairs,



» From the introduction of the Act on 21 August 1989 to
30 June 1993, a total of 23,690 applications had been heard
by Queenstand courts.

* Over the same period, 11,394 Temporary Protection Orders and
16,349 Protection Orders had been granted and 963 orders had
been revoked or varied.

FIGURE 5.2:
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE APPLICATIONS AND ORDERS, QUEENSLAND, 1990-9] TO 1992-93
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Source: Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs.
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BIRTHS « The number of births to Queensland women has risen steadily
from 28,358 in 1947 to 32,903 in 1966; 39,365 in 1987; and
46,240 in 1992

TABLE 6.1:
BIRTHS, QUEENSLAND, 1987 AND 1992
1987 1992
Births 39,365 46,240
Males 20,293 23,600
Females 19,072 22,640
Males per 100 females 106.4 104.2
Nuptial births 31,236 33,343
Ex-nuptial births 8,129 12,897
Proportion of total births % 20.7 27.9
Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3).
Women of childbearing age | - An important factor affecting the number of births is the size and

structure of the population, particularly the number of women of
childbearing age.

TABLE 6.2:

WOMEN OF CHILDBEARING AGE, QUEENSLAND, 1987
AND 1992

Age group 1987 1992
15 to 19 115,847 118,435
20 to 24 107,505 123,650
2510 29 110,199 116,758
30 to 34 102,984 123,230
35 to 39 101,190 115,013
40 to 44 88,840 111,639
45 to 49 67,820 94,506
15 to 49 694,385 803,231

Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3); Australian Demographic Statistics
(3101.0); Fertility Trends in Queensland (3310.3).

« Women aged 20 to 29 years accounted for 56.5 per cent of all
Queensland births in 1992. The number of women in this age
range represents 29.9 per cent of all females of reproductive age.
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* In the 45 years to 1992, the number of women aged 15 to 49
years has almost trebled, while the number of births has
increased by 63 per cent, from 28,358 in 1947 to 46,240 in
1992. This reflects the general decline in fertility.

* The highest birth rates; births per 1,000 females aged 15 to 49
years; in 1991 were in the western areas of Queensland, at over
75, compared with just over 50 in the Brisbane and Moreton
statistical divisions.

FIGURE 6.1:
BIRTH RATE (a), QUEENSLAND, 1991
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(a) Births per 1,000 women aged 15-49 years.

Source: ABS: CDATAY1, Demography (3311.3).



DECLINING FERTILITY

* The decline in fertility is clearly illustrated by changes in the
total fertility rate. The total fertility rate represents the average
number of children 1,000 women would bear in their entire
lifetime if they reproduced in accordance with the age-specific
birth rates of the year examined. In 1971, the total fertility rate
was 3,025. It declined sharply until the late 1970s and then
declined slowly after that. In [987, the total fertility rate was at
its lowest point, at 1,833, and since then has been slowly rising,
reaching 1,930 in 1992,

FIGURE 6.2:
TOTAL FERTILITY RATE (a). QUEENSLAND, 1954 TO
1992
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(a) The tatal fertility rate represents the average number of children that
1,000 women would bear in their entire lifctime if they reproduced in
accordance with the age-specific birth rates of the year examined.

Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3); Fertility Trends in Quecnsland {3310.3).



Birth rates deblining after the * After the high birth rates experienced in the baby boom era from
baby boom the end of World War II to the mid 1970s, birth rates have been
below long-term population replacement levels.

* Birth rates in the 15 to 29 years age groups have declined, with
the 20 to 24 years group showing a significant decrease, from
207.2 births per 1,000 women in 1954 to 84.9 per 1,000 in 1992.
However, while birth rates for women in their twenties continue
to fall, those for women aged 30 to 39 years have increased from
57.2 in 1981 to 68.1 in 1992,

FIGURE 6.3:
AGE-SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES, QUEENSLAND, 1971 TO 1992
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Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3); Fertility Trends in Queensland (3310.3).



BIRTHS WITHIN
MARRIAGE

Births later in marriage

Mothers are now older at the

time of their first birth

» In 1992, just over 72 per cent of births were to married women,

reftecting the desire among the majority of parents to raise their
children within the traditional nuclear family.

Births now occur later in the marriage. The median duration
between marriage and first birth was 1.1 years in 1966, while the
median duration between marriage and first confinement was

2.3 years in 1992, This suggests that at least some of the trend
towards fewer births is due to the delay in having the first child.

TABLE 6.3:
FIRST NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS BY DURATION OF
MARRIAGE, QUEENSLAND 1966 TO 1992

Daration of

marriage 1966 1976 1986 1992
Years % % %a %
Under 1 45.7 252 24.5 23.1
1-2 36.6 41.2 38.4 37.5
3-4 103 21.9 28.3 20.2
5 and over 7.5 11.7 16.9 19.2

Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3). (3101.3); Births {3306.3}, Statistics of
Queensland Part A.

In 1966, 45.7 per cent of first nuptial confinements occurred in
the first year of marriage. By 1992, this figure had declined to
23.1 per cent. In contrast, the proportion of first confinements
occurring after 5 years or more of marriage more than doubled,
rising from 7.5 per cent in 1966 to 19.2 per cent in 1992,

As a consequence of women having delayed both marriage and
their first birth within marriage, first-time mothers are now older
than in the past. In 1966, the median age of married mothers
having their first baby was 22.6 years; by 1992 this had risen to
27.7 years.

In 1966, teenage mothers accounted for 22.8 per cent of all first
nuptial confinements, and mothers aged 30 years and over for
8.4 per cent. Twenty-six years later, these proportions were

2.5 per cent and 30.9 per cent respectively. Remarriages, which
are far more common in the 1990s, have also contributed to the
increasing age of mothers having their first child of their current
marriage.



BIRTHS OUTSIDE
MARRIAGE

Births to de facto couples

* Births to unmarried mothers have been increasing for many

years. In 1992, 27.9 per cent of all births were to women who
were not married at the time of the birth.

Both married and unmarried mothers are now older at the time
of the birth than in the past. In 1966, the median age of mothers
who were not married was 21.4 years; by 1992 this had risen to
23.7 years. In 1966, 38 per cent of ex-nuptial confinements
were to teenage mothers; by 1992, this figure had declined to

21 per cent,

FIGURE 6.4:
PROPORTION OF EX-NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS BY
AGE OF MOTHER, QUEENSLAND, 1972 AND 1992
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Source: ABS: Demography (3311.3), (3101.3).

* The majority of ex-nuptial births are to de facto couples. In

1992, paternity was acknowledged on the birth registration in
over 80 per cent of all births outside marriage. This gives a
general indication of a de facto relationship.



BIRTH TRENDS AND THE
FAMILY

Fewer women have children

Smaller families

» Some major issues arising from the trends in births since the
mid 1970s include the effect on family formation and size, and
the extent of childlessness that can be expected. The impact of
falling birth rates on the size and structure of the population is
also of considerable importance.

* Falling birth rates since the mid 1970s are reflected in the
propottion of women who have ever had children. In 1986,
63.8 per cent of women aged 15 to 44 years, excluding
15 to 17 year olds not married or in de facto relationships, had
a child. By 1992, the comparable figure had fallen to
61.1 per cent,

TABLE 6.4:
WOMEN AGED 15 to 44 (@ WHO HAVE EVER HAD
CHILDREN, QUEENSLAND, 1986 AND 1992

Age group 1986 1992

% %
15 to 24 21.1 19.3
25 to 34 70.9 66.1
35to 44 90.5 88.6
15 to 44 63.8 61.1

(2) excluding 15 to 17 ycar olds not married or in a de facto relationship.

Scurce: ABS: Family Formation Survecy, 1986, unpublished data; 1992
Familics Survey, unpublished data,

» The decline in childbearing has been constant across all age
groups.

An important consideration in the future composition of families
is completed family size. There are proportionally fewer women
having children, and those who do are having smaller families.

The number of children born to women aged 35 to 44, who
generally are close to completing childbearing, indicates the trend
towards smaller families. In 1986, 47.7 per cent of mothers in
this age group had had three or more children. In 1992, the
figure was 46.4 per cent.



Birth expectations

More women are childless

* The birth expectations of married women declined over the

decade to 1986. Tn 1976, married women aged 15 to 44 years
expected to have an average of 2.64 children throughout their
lifetime. This figure increased to 2.72 children in 1979, possibly
as a reflection of the more favourable economic circumstances at
the time. By 1986, an average of 2.52 children were expected
by married women.

All women aged 15 to 44 years in Queensland in 1986 expected
2.40 children, slightly more than the 2.37 children expected by
all Australian women.

TABLE 6.5:
BIRTHS AND BIRTH EXPECTATIONS, QUEENSLAND
AND AUSTRALIA, 1976 TO 1986

Average number of children

Already born Expected Total
All women, 1986
Queensland 1.57 0.83 2.40
Australia 1.53 0.84 2.37
Married women
Queensland
1976 2.01 0.63 2.64
1979 2,20 0.52 2.72
1986 2.00 0.52 2.52

Source: ABS: Family Formation Survey. 1986, (3223.0).

The proportion of Queensland women who were or had been
married and who had no children increased steadily in the decade
to 1986.

In 1986, only 2.9 per cent of married women aged 30 to 34
years had no children and expected to remain childless,
compared with 3.6 per cent in 1976 and 4.0 per cent in 1979.
However, while the expectation of ever having children has been
increasing, the decline in the proportion of women who actually
have children suggests that at least some childlessness is
unplanned.



» The reasons for childlessness are varied. Almost half the women
who indicated in the survey that they did not expect to have
children, gave as the reason that they did not wish to have any
children. Medical conditions or sterilisation accounted for
18 per cent of reasons, while being too old was the main
consideration for 11 per cent of women. Only 3 per cent gave
financial reasons for not having children at all, although this
reason became more important for women who already had
children when considering any additional children.

TABLE 6.6

MARRIED WOMEN WHO DO NOT HAVE ANY
CHILDREN AND DO NOT EXPECT TO HAVE CHILDREN,
AUSTRALIA, 1976, 1979 AND 1986

1976 1979 1986
% % %
Women with no children

20-24 vears 47.7 51.2 553
25-29 years 19.2 22.1 28.1
30-34 years 6.4 7.5 9.7
35-39 years 5.3 4.9] 53

40-44 years n.a. 5.2 ’

Women with no children who
expect to have no children

20-24 years 3.6 3.6 2.6
25-29 years 4.1 3.5 2.6
30-34 years 3.6 4.0 29
35-39 years 4.0 3.5:| 45
40-44 years n.a. 5.1 '

Source: ABS: Family Formation Survey 1986 (3223.0); Birth Expectations of
Married Women, 1976, 1979 (3215.0).



Women'’s education

* The extent of childiessness varies significantly with the level of
education, with women having a degree or higher qualification
being far more likely to have no children than those with any
other type of qualification or those with no qualifications.

TABLE 6.7:
WOMEN BY QUALIFICATION, QUEENSLAND., 1992

All women

Age group
Qualification 25-34 35-44 45-54

% % %

Degree or higher 11.7 8.4 6.6
Certificate or diploma 29.4 297 21.0
Trade *3.0 4.3 *4.3
Other 14 *0.8 *1.3
No qualification 544 56.8 66.4

* Subjeet to high sampling variability,

Source: ABS: 1992 Families Survey, unpublished data.

* Women with higher qualifications may be delaying having a
child rather than planning to remain childless. However, among

women aged 45 to 54 years, who have generally completed

childbearing, 16.5 per cent of those with a degree had never had

a child. In contrast, just over 9 per cent of women without
qualifications in the same age group had never had children.

TABLE 6.8:

WOMEN WHO HAVE NO CHILDREN AS A PROPORTION
OF ALL WOMEN BY QUALIFICATION, QUEENSLAND,
1992

Women who have no children

Age group

Qualification 25.-34 35-44 45-54

% % %
Degree or higher 47.7 *19.0 *16.5
Certificate or diploma 359 15.0 *8.1
Trade *40.3 ¥7.2 -
Other *24.2 - *18.2
No qualification 29.7 8.9 9.3

* Subject to high sampling variability.

Source: ABS: 1992 Familics Survey, unpublished data.
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Section 7

CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES




FAMILIES WITH * There were 392,326 families with dependent children in
CHILDREN Queensland in 1991. Of these, 83 per cent were two parent
families.

+ Married couples were more likely than de facto couples to have
dependent children. Over 52 per cent of married couples had
dependent children, compared with 43 per cent of de facto
couples.

TABLE 7.1:
FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN: NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN BY
FAMILY TYPE, QUEENSLAND

Number of dependent children

Sor

Family type 1 2 3 4 more Total
Number

Married couple families 95,324 122,498 58,990 17,578 4,666 299,056

De facto coupie families 12,432 8,661 3,618 1,387 569 26,687

All two parent families 107,756 131,179 62,608 18,965 5,235 325,743

Single parent families 33,707 21,545 8,008 2,439 910 66,609

All families 141,463 152,724 70,616 21,404 6,145 392,352
Proportion %

Married couple families 31.9 41.0 19.7 5.9 1.6 100.0

De facto couple families 46.6 325 13.6 5.2 2.1 100.0

All two parent families 33.1 40.3 19.2 5.8 1.6 100.0

Single parent families 50.6 323 12.0 3.7 1.4 100.0

All families 36.1 38.9 18.0 5.5 1.6 100.0

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.

Most families have one or + Seventy-five per cent of families with dependent children had

two children only one or two dependent children. Thirty-nine per cent had
two children, 18 per cent had three children, over 5 per cent had
four children and less than 2 per cent had five or more children,
Half of single parent families and 47 per cent of de facto couples
with dependent children had only one child.



* The vast majority of single and two parent families had natural
or adopted children. In two parent families, 87.4 per cent
contained only natural or adopted children of both partners.

FIGURE 7.1:

TWO PARENT FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN

AS A PROPORTION OF ALL FAMILIES, QUEENSLAND,
1991
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TABLE 7.2:

TWO PARENT FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN () TYPE OF CHILDREN BY
TYPE OF UNION, QUEENSLAND, 1991

Married De facto

couple couple
Mix of children families families  All two parent families
No. No. No, %
Natural/adopted children only 265,312 14,144 279,456 87.4
Step children only 9,787 7,614 17,401 54
Natural and step children only 10,040 2,971 13,011 4.1
Other dependent (b) children only 4,915 703 5,618 1.8
Natural and other dependent (b) children only 3,227 383 3,610 1.1
Step and other dependent (b) children only 170 145 315 0.1
All types of children 106 48 154 0.0
Total 293,557 26,008 319,565 100.0

CHILDREN IN FAMILIES

Most children in married
couple families

(a) Excludes secondary families.
(b) Includes children being looked after by the family but who are not
nalural, adopted or step children of the parents.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.

The proportion of blended families was much higher among
de facto couple families than married couple families. While
46 per cent of all de facto couple families with dependent
children were blended families, the figure for married couple
families was 10 per cent.

There were 760,317 dependent children living in families in
Queensland in 1991. Of these, 631,824 or 83 per cent were
children aged 0-14 years. Almost 205,000 dependent children
were aged 0-4 years. Full-time students aged 15 to 24 years
accounted for 17 per cent of all dependent children.

In 1991, 79 per cent of children aged 0 to 14 vears lived in
married couple families, and 94 per cent of these children were
the natural or adopted children of the couple. Over 14 per cent
of children aged 0 to 14 years lived in single parent families and
7 per cent lived with de facto couples. Thirty-five per cent of
children living with de facto couples were step children of one
partner.



TABLE 7.3:
DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN FAMILIES: AGE BY FAMILY TYPE AND RELATIONSHIP,
QUEENSLAND, 1991

Family type Number of children by age group

relationship 0-4 5-9 10-14 0-14 15-24 Total

Married couple families 160,529 171,536 165,831 497,896 101,346 599,242
Natural/adopted children 152,486 161,392 151,746 465,624 90,383 556,007
Step children 3,975 7,739 12,014 23,728 7,512 31,240
Other dependent children (a) 4,068 2,405 2,071 8,544 3,451 11,995

De facto couple families 20,270 13,434 10,532 44,236 4,266 48,502
Natural/adopted children 16,769 6804 3,602 27,175 1,087 28,262
Step children 2,629 6,259 6,540 15,428 2,582 18,010
Other dependent children (a) 872 371 390 1,633 597 2,230

Single parent families 24,274 31,289 34,194 89,757 22920 112,677
Natural/adopted children 20,788 28,992 31,862 81,642 18,758 100,400
Step children 22 46 67 135 64 199
Other dependent children (a) 3,464 2,251 2,265 7,980 4,098 12,078

All families 205,073 216,259 210,557 631,889 128,532 760,421
Natural/adopted children 190,043 197,188 187,210 574,441 110,228 684,669
Step children 6,626 14,044 18,621 39,291 10,158 49,449
Other dependent children (a) 8,404 5,027 4,726 18,157 8,146 26,303

(a) Includes children in secondary families and children being looked afier by
the primary family but who are not natural, adopted or step children.

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data,

* The relatively large proportion of other dependent children, i.e.
children who were not identified as the natural, adopted or step
children of the parent, in single parent families is partly a
reflection of the greater tendency for these families to share a
dweliing, thus forming a "secondary family". The relationship
between children in secondary families and their parent/s was not
separately identified in the Census, so many children were
counted solely as dependent children of the secondary family,
rather than as natural adopted or step children.



Children in de facto couple + A larger proportion of children living in de facto couple families

families were younger than those living in married couple families. Qver
45 per cent of children living in de facto couple families were
aged 0 to 4 years compared with 32 per cent of children living in
married couple families. The proportion of children aged 10 to
14 years living in single parent families was higher than in
married couple or de facto couple families.

FIGURE 7.2:
PROPORTION OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN BY AGE
GROUP AND FAMILY TYPE, QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Children living with one
natural parent

* Although most children lived with both their natural or adoptive
parents, 15 per cent of children aged 0 to 14 years lived in singlc
parent families. An additional 6.8 per cent were step children in
two parent families. Most step children in two parent families,
as well as those children living in single parent families were
living with one natural parent. One-third of the children who
lived with one natural parent, lived in blended families and
two-thirds in single parent families.

FIGURE 7.3:

CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 14 YEARS LIVING WITH ONE
NATURAL PARENT AS A PROPORTION OF CHILDREN
LIVING IN FAMILIES BY AGE GROUP AND TYPE OF
FAMILY, QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Source; ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, unpublished data.



CHILDREN NOT IN + Almost 42,000 children aged 0 to 14 years were not counted as

FAMILIES family members on Census night in 1991. Most of these
children were either visitors or counted in non-private dwellings
such as hotels, motels, schools and residential colleges.

FIGURE 7.4:
CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 14 YEARS, LIVING
ARRANGEMENTS, QUEENSLAND, 1991
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Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Housing, Basic Community
Profile, Table B33 and unpublished data,



» Of the 14,000 children counted in non-private dwellings,
34 per cent were counted in hotels or motels, most of whom
would have been with relatives. A further 26 per cent were
counted in boarding schools, residential colleges or halls of
residence. More than 1,600 children aged 0 to 14 years were
counted in hospital on Census night. Although it is not possible
to accurately state the number of homeless children, over 200
were counted in hostels for the homeless, night shelters and
refuges. Further details on youth homelessness are contained in
Section 8.

TABLE 7.4:
CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 14 YEARS COUNTED IN
NON-PRIVATE DWELLINGS, QUEENSLAND, 199]

Type of non-private dwelling Number  Proportion
%
Hotels, moteis 4,753 339
Staff quarters 297 2.1
Boarding houses, private hotels 417 3.0
Boarding schools, residential
colleges, halls of residence 3,633 259
Hospitals 1,676 12.0
Hostels for the disabled 171 1.2
Nursing homes/homes for the aged 347 2.5
Hostels for the homeless,
night shelters, refuges 209 1.5
Child care, corrective and other
welfare institutions - 160 I[.1
Adult corrective/detention institutions 188 1.3
Other, not classifiable, not stated 2,160 15.4
Total 14,011 100.0

Source: ABS: 1991 Census of Population and Heusing, unpublished data.



ADOPTIONS + The number of registered adoption orders in Queensland grew
rapidly from 1,951 in the 1930s, peaking during the 1960s with a
total of 12,066 adoption orders in that decade. There were high
numbers of adoptions in the 1970s, 11,665, but in the 1980s and
1990s there has been a considerable decline in these numbers.
There were 3,940 adoption orders during the 1980s, as a result of
a decline in the number of children available for adoption.

+ This decline is attributable to a declining birthrate, reliable
contraception, establishment of family planning centres and,
since the early 1970s, income support for sole parents. The
supporting mothers benefit was introduced in 1973 and the sole
parents benefit in 1977.

FIGURE 7.5:
ADOPTIONS, QUEENSLAND, 1968-69 TO 1992-93
Number Number
1,400 = - 1,400
1,200 o F 1,200
Non-relative
1.00G 4 L 1,000
800 1 F 800
600+ + 600
400 1 Relative 400
200 200
068-69 I t I 7?:?3 ) . ' 76177 ' ' ' 80181 ' ' ' 84.-85 ' l ' 88189 . l ' 92-93

Year

Source: Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs.

* One of the predominant features over the past twenty years has
been the increase in adoption of overseas-born children,
especially from Asia. The process has been strictly controlled
under the Federal Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act
and the adoption legislation in each State and Territory. The
Commonwealth and State Governments are jointly responsible
for investigating and approving overseas adoption programs and
require that there be a suitable central agency in the overseas
country that will administer the program in accordance with
Australian standards.



Release of Adoptions
Information

CHILD PROTECTION

TABLE 7.5:

* Inter-country adoptions only occur where suitable care is not
available in the child’s country of origin. In 1992-93,
19 children from overseas countries were adopted in Queensland.

The Adoption of Children Act provides for adult adopted persons
and their birth parents to apply for and receive identifying
information if the other party has not objected to its disclosure.
Since the Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and
[slander Affairs began receiving applications for information and
objections to the disclosure of information or to contact in 1990,
there have been 6,805 applications for identifying information
and 3,350 objections to the release of information and/or contact.

* In 1992-93, there were 5,669 notifications of child abuse which
resulted in 8,496 cases being investigated.

* As some children are the subject of more than one notification
during the vear, the 8,496 cases in 1992-93 involved 7,070
distinct children. Abuse or neglect was substantiated for 2,232
of these chiidren.

CHILD PROTECTION SUMMARY, QUEENSLAND, 1987-88 TO 1992-93

Particulars 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 1990-91  1991-92 1992-93
Notifications 5,954 6,437 6,926 7,181 5,906 5,669
Cases notified (a) 9,812 10,255 11,190 11,390 9,296 8,496
Males 4,187 4,302 5,153 5,350 4,285 4,038
Females 4,748 5,249 6,037 6,028 5,009 4,458
Distinct children notified 8,374 8,707 9,186 9,438 7,809 7,070
Rate per 1,000 children 10.7 10.9 11.4 1.6 9.6 8.7

Outcome of investigation
No abuse/neglect identified
Abuse/neglect suspected
Abuse/neglect substantiated
No investigation possible
Under investigation

Distinct children -
substantiated cases
Rate per 1,000 children

9,812 10,255 11,190 11,390 9,296 8,4%6

3,820 3,700 4,131 4,342 3,462 2,964
1,845 1,984 2,110 2,226 1,796 1,538
2,923 3,377 3,721 3,500 3,027 2,743
347 490 549 462 461 333
877 704 679 860 550 918
2,673 3,010 3,185 3,125 2,471 2,232
3.4 3.8 39 3.8 3.0 2.7

(a) The number of children who are subject to notifications. Cases where the
gender of the child is not knawn have been excluded from the components
but included in the total.

Source: Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Aflairs.



FIGURE 7.6:
SUBSTANTIATED CHILD PROTECTION CASES, MOST SERIOUS TYPE OF ABUSE,
QUEENSLAND, 1992-93
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Source: Department of Family Services and Aberiginal and Islander Affairs.

» Thirty-three per cent of child protection cases involved children
aged 0 to 4 years and 26 per cent children aged 5 to 9 years.
Children over 15 years of age were involved in 7 per cent of all
cases.

» In 74 per cent of substantiated cases, the natural parent was the
maltreater with a further 513 cases or 19 per cent, involving a
step parent or de facto parent.

Children under protective » In 1992-93, there were 551 applications before the Children’s

orders Courts for child protection matters. Sixty per cent of
applications resulted in Care and Protection orders being made
and in another 15 per cent, Protective Supervision orders were
made.

» At 30 June 1993, there were 2,932 children under protective
orders administered by the Department of Family Services and
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs; a rate of 3.5 per 1,000 children.

+ Twenty-seven per cent of these children were Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander children. Forty-nine per cent were females.

+ The majority of children under protective orders were either in
foster care, 55.5 per cent, or placed at home, 28.5 per cent. Just
on 6 per cent were in residential care. Payments to foster
parents totalled $7.3 million in the year ending June 1993.



JUVENILE JUSTICE

Children under offence
related orders

Juvenile Justice reforms

* During 1992-93, there were 4,539 appearances for offences in

Childrens Courts, These appearances involved a total of 13,545
offences. Just over 87 per cent of appearances involved males.

At 30 June 1993, there were 1,229 children under an offence
related order. The majority, 65 per cent, were under Supervision
orders, and a further 35 per cent were under Care and Control
orders as a result of offending.

The majority of young offenders, 66 per cent, were placed at
home. A further 8 per cent were in residential care, either in
non-government residential establishments or in detention
centres.

On 4 August 1992, the Juvenile Justice Act 1992 and the
Children’s Court Act 1992 were passed by the Queensland
Parliament, and proclaimed on | September 1993. The Juvenile
Justice Act provides a range of sentencing options for young
offenders, including non-custodial options such as community
service and probation.

The legislation forms part of the government’s Juvenile Crime
Strategy. The other element of the strategy involves local
programs aimed at reducing the level of juvenile offending in
high crime areas and e