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SECTION IV.—RETAIL PRICES, HOUSE RENT, AI:ID P:UR-
CHASING-POWER OF MONEY.

1. @eneral.—]n normal circumstances properly computed index-
pumbers of food and groceries, and house-rent combined, form one of the
best possible measures of those variaitions in the  purchasing-power of
money” which affect the cost of living: in short, the variations of the
cost of a * composite unit,” consisting of appropriate quantities of swit-
ably chosen commodities, and including also house rent, reflect the
variations in the cost of living. The main investigabions carried out as
to retail prices and purchasing-power of money are of a threefold nature
and consist of i

(i.) Quarterly variations in the purchasing-power of money in
thirty towns. _ .

(ii.} Annual variations in the purchasing-power of money in 150
towns.

(iii.) Householders’ Budget Inquiries.

It is principally with the first of these that this Section deals, In
previous Reports of this Branch of the Bureau the results of comypre-
hengive iuvestigations inte the subjects of Prices and Price-Indexes
for past years were published, and an account was given of the methods
used in the collection of the data and the computation of the results.
A discussion of the theory upon which the caleulation of the index-
nuizhers is based was furnished in Appendixes to Report No. 1, issued
in December, 1912, In Appendix I. to Report No. 9, an endeavour
was made to set forth the essentials of the problem and of its solution,
with sufficient illustration-to enable anyone who, being qualified to form -
a competent opinion, will give the matter serious attention.

For the computations of the index-numbers the ‘‘ aggregate ex-
penditure ” method is adopted, ie., the average price for each
commodity included iz multiplied by its respective ‘‘mass unit.” The
“ mags-unit’” represents the relabive extent to which each commodity
. is used or consumed, and is regarded as constant over the period uuder
review, By taking the aggregate expenditure for any one year as
base, the index-number for the relative aggregate expenditure for any
oiher year -is readily calculated. Certain aspecis of this method, not
dealt with in previous Reports, -are discussed on pages 1% and 20 of
Labour Report No. 6. :

In order to illustrate clearly the method adopted it will he well’
to take a simple numerical example, Suppose that in 1901 the average
price of bubler was 1s. 3d, per 1b., of bread was 3d. per 2 lb. loaf, of
mutton wag 3d. per lb., and of milk was 4d. per quart; and suppose
that in 1911 the prices of these four commodities were 1s. 6d. for butter,
4d. for bread, bd. for mutton, and §d. for milk. Now the total quan-
tities of each of these commodities consumed in Australia per annum
are approximately 90 million 1b. of butter, 470 million 2-1b. loaves of
bread, 330 million-1b. of mutton, and 300 million quarts of milk.
Therefore, the actual expenditure of the people of Australia on these
commadities in 1901 and 1911 respectively would be as follows:—
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Compuiation of Index-Numbers : Illustrative Example of Aggregate
Expenditure Method.

Quantitéfis Prices, " Total Expendlturs,
consuned .
Particulara. Unit., 0,000,000
ormitbod.) 1901“ 1911, 1001, ! 1011,
d. d. a. ) .
{ 0,000,000 cmatted.) | {0,000,000 omitied.)
Botter N Ih. 9 15 18 185 ' 162
" Bread o1 &lh. loaf 47 3 ! 141 ' 188
Mutton . 1o 34 3 5 11 1685
Milk fuart 30 4 & 120 J 150
495 |

The relative aggregate expenditure was 495 1 1801, and rose to
665 in 1911; in other words, the index-number in 1901, taking the
expenditure in . 1811 as the base ( = 1000} was 8 x 1000 =
744, and the index-number in 1911, taking the expenditure in (901 as
the base { = 1000) was $§ x 1000 = 1343, which might, of course,
have been obtained directly by taking the reciprocal of the result pre-
viously obtained. If now, instead of only four commodities, a repre-
sentative group of fifky or more were treated in this way for a series
of years, the numbers thus obtained would furnish a satisfactory index
of the variations in price from year to year.

2. Changes in Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and
Expenditure on Living.— A change in the ' Cost of Living” may occue
cither in the standard of living or in the purchasing-power of wmoney, or
in both; both affect the expenditure on living, which expenditure itself
depends on three things, viz.:—

(i.) The particular commodities consumed ;
(ii.) The relative guantities of the commodities consumed; and
(iit.) The price of these commodities,

To avoid confusion as to the significance of the results given in ihis
Bection, the conception of what is meant by * cost of living’ ought to
be clearly apprehended, for evidently a change in any one of the above
may produce a change in the expendriure on living. In order to obtain
index-numbers which are independent of (arvitrary) variations of (i) and
(ii.) above, and which unequivocally reflect the variations caused by price
alone, it iz nécessary that the particular series of commeodities selected,
and the relative quantities of these, remain constant. This phase of the
subject is dealt with more fully in Labour Report No. 1, Appendix
V1II ; in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 17-18; in Labour Bulletin No. 9,

"pp- 27 to 46; in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130; and in
Part 1L of Appendix L. of Labour Report No.9. In the places indicated
1t has been shewn that in order to avoid all confusion between *“changes
in the regimen” (i.e, change in the standard of living)
which is at the disposal of the individual, and “ changes in prices,"
which are not at his disposal, it is necessary to adopt the ' ag-
gregate expeuditure’” method; that is, to ascertain the cost
of a definite regimen or what may be called the cost of a definite
** composite unit.”” To be of the highest general value, the “ composite
unit” must be one applicable t¢ the whole community. It has also been |
shewn that what has been called the method of “ aggregate expenditures,”
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i.e., the estimation of the cost of this compasite unit, as the basis of the
method, is, as said, the only unequivocal method, and technically is per-
fectly satisfactory, while any other method is technically less satisfactory,
or introduces some change of regimen. Variations in quantity or in the
items of the composite unit introduce ambiguity; for the resulting
change in the price of the composite unit is partly due te change of the
unit and partly due to change of the prices of its constituent items.

Notwithstanding the very explicit statement of the purpose and
scope of these investigations given in the various Labour Reports,
evidence is continually coming to hand that misunderstanding in regard
thereto ia-still prevalent, Many persons, having noticed the obvious fact
that a different regimen gives a very different aggregate cost, have
iraagined that deductions as to the “ purchasing-power of money *’ vary
enormously with change of regimen. This phase of the matter has heen
dealt with fully in previous publications of the Labour and Industrial
Branch, and in particular in Labour Bulletin No 14, pp. 127 to 130,
published in QOectober, 1916. It iz there demonstrated, by basing the
deductions npon various widely differing regimens, that the mode of"
investigating the purchasing-power of money adopted is not vitiated by
employing a fixed regimen ; on the contrary, it has reached a high
degree of precision as compared with any alternative which has been
suggested.  Again, it should be observed that any proposed change of
regimen must be freed from the effect of a change in the standard of
living, otherwise the results aie confused, that is, they embody two
things, viz. : {a) change in price, and (b) change in standard of living.
The conclusion therein arrived at may be repeated here, viz.: That
once a standard of living, or living wage, has been fixed, the tables
published by the Commonwealth Statistician can be legitimately used
as shewing the variations in the cost of living. The only appropriate
criticism which could be applicable would be that the regimen used as a
basis for estimation has ceased to be representative of the usage of the
community to such an extent that the calculations founded on it are
misleading. If then, under these ciicumstances a change is made,
certain safeguards are necessary which have been indicated in Labour
Report No. 1, Appendixes VIII. and IX,, and which have further been
dealt with in Appendix I of Labour Report No. 9.

3. Commodities and Requirements Inclnded.—The 47 items of
expenditure included are divided into four groups, viz., (i.} groceries
“and bread, (ii.) dairy produce, (iii.) meat, and (iv.) house-rent. These
items cover about GO per cent. of the total expenditure of a normal
family., There are very cogent reasons for the restriction of the inquiry
to the items mentioned. If the comparisons are to be satisfactory,
confusion must not arise between changes in standard of living and
changes arising from a variation of the purchasing-power of money,
In order to avoid such confusion the items selected are such as are sensibly
identical and identifiable in the various localities. The most important
group of expenditure which is not included is clothing, the cost of which
amounts to about 13 per cent. of the total expenditure.

Up to the present it has not been considered advisable to extend the
investigations to cover clothing, fuel and light and other miscellaneous
expenditure, and it has been assumed that the cost of these branches of
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expenditure has varied proportionately with the cost of food, grocerics
and rent. Recently, however, as the result of a recommendation made
by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, the Government has
authorised the Bureau to extend its investigations to cover the whole of
the ordinary expenditure of & household, and steps are being taken to give
effeet to the recommendation made, [+ i3 hoped at an early date to pub-
lish index-numbers shewing variations in clothing, fuel and light, and other
prineipal items of miscellaneons expenditure.

It should be remembered, however, that the index-numbers com-
puted for food, groceries and rent in tho Ppast can be aceepted in general
as a near approximation of the variation in the wholc ordinary houschold
cxpenditure. It is only in abnormal times that results based upon the
gost of food, groceries and rent can be vitiated to any groat extont.

2
& The question of procedure in abnormal circumstances was
ﬁlfﬁclentlv referred to in Report No. 6, pp. 20 to 22.

ES The following tabular statement gives particulars of the com-

modities and items included, the units of measurement for which prices

tare collected, and the mass-unite shewing the relative extent to which

@ach item is used or consumed. .

;r.%* Retail Prices.—Table shewing Commodities, ote., moluded in Investigation, Units
of Measurement, and ** Mass-Unilz.”

23
23 - i 4w
@;? Commodity, t Unit. | phinae Commodity. Unlt. [anss
=7 GRoUP L.—GROCERIES (INCLUDING BREAD). Grovp ITI.—MEAT.
E 1, .| 2 1Ib. loaf 468 20 Beef, oirloln .. “ | Ib o7
2 I‘]our. ordlnnrv «o 25 1b, bags il b  Tib . . PR 82
3. e e Ib. 3 23. w o flank o 0 i 12
4, Coﬁ'ea e .- " 2 29, ,, ehin .. s BRI 14
5. Sugar s . 1 480 | 30. ,, steak, rump .. A T - |
6. Rlce .. .. .. " 50 | 81, . . ehoulder A 63
7. Sago .. . e " 8 82 . Stewlng ‘e " 53
3. Jam .. v . " 78 |+ 83. ,, corned round . I - an
0. Oatmeal PN v 35 84. ,, brisket, with bone .. . 11
10. Rainina .. .- " 14 36. without bone " sE
11. Currants . .- N 14 aa. Muet.ou :Ieg an . " o2
12, Starch  * .. M ' 1 37. ., shouider .. o 82
132, Blue .. e ..l doz, 8qe, b 88 »  loin ., . s " 8
14, Cand!es .a - b, 16 39, w  heck ., . . e 40
15. Soa “ . a4 40, o clops,lola .. . " 6%
18, Potstoss .. .. 14 lbs 84 || 41 woleg . L 15
17. Onione vs . a8 42, N o ek . " 81
18, Kerogens .. e sallon 17 43, Por'k, leg e . el
d4, ,, lole .. .. ] . 8
46, ,, belly .. . .s "” 10
GROUP II,—DARY PRODUOTS, 48, ,, chops .. IO 8
19, Milk .. . . quart 200 =] .
20, Bugier . : 1o, o5 GROUP 1V.—HoUsE RE
21. Cheees . .. » 15
22, Eegs . dozen 18
23, Bacon, middles . th., 14 47. Houss Eeni. .. ve . es] DET [1.1
24. 2 ahoulder .. a 186 weolk
. . L] - "

It may here be pointed out that both in the collection of the data
and computation ‘of the results great care is exercised, and that there
is reasen ‘to helieve that the price-indexes are based upon more exten-
‘sive data than any which have been obtained in sumla.r investigations
in -other parts of the world.
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In order to give some idea of the thorongh manner in which the
work has been performed, it may be mentioned that. with regard to the
46 commodities and house rent included in this inquiry, nearly 11,000
prices and quotations are received and tabulated for the 30 towns dealt
with each month. This amounts to 130,000 per annum. The complete
scheme in regard to the determination of the price-indexes shewing the
purchasing-power of money provides for the collection and analysis of
over 150,000 separate prices and quotations each year, but owing to the
difficulty in getting in all the returns regularly it was necessary to “pro-
vide for a larger number of returns than was actually required.

When it is understood that this inquiry goes back for the capital
towns as far as 1901, and the wholesale price inquiry (80 commodities)
as far as 1871, some idea may be gathered as to the magnitude of the
work involved. All the returns received are carefully examined, and in
cases where the accuracy of any price or quotation is open to doubt,
special inquiries are made from the person furnishing the quobtation.
Each return as received is compared with the previous return from the
same dealer and with all other retwrns received for the same period.
It is believed, therefore, that a high degree of accuracy iz obtained in
the Investigations, and it is evident that personal impression{ or re-
sults, not based upon dn equally systematic and equally extensive in-
quiry, cannot be allowed weight.

4. Other Investigations as to Price-Indezes and Cost of Living.—
While thiz report is concerned principally with variations in price-in-
dexes on thelines indicated in the preceding paragraphs, it will not be
out of flace to refer briefly to other cognate investigations which have
been carried out. These consist, as already indicated, of (i) Annual
Variations in the price index-numbers for 150 Towns, {ii.) the cost of
living according to Householders’ Budget Inquiries, (iii.) special inquiries
as to the cost of food, groceries and house rent in various towns and
localities in the several States, and {iv.) the investigation by the Royal
Commisgion on the Basic Wage. :

(i.) Price- Indexes in 150, T'owne—The investigation as to variation
in price-indexes in 100 towns was carried out for the months of November
1913 and November 1914. For subsequent years the number of towns
from which returns are collected annually has been increased from- 100
to 150. The vesults of the November 1913 investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5, pp.26 to 33 of the November 1914 investigation
in Labour Bulletin No. 8, pp. 231 to 240 ; of the Nevember 1915 investiga-
tion in Labour Bulletin No. 12, pp. 852 to 361; of the November 1916
investigation in Labour Report No. 7, pp. 393 to 402 ; of the November
1917 investigation in Labour Report No, 8§ pp. 47 to B7; of the November
1918 investigation in Labour Report No. 9, pp. 52 to 62 ; of the Novem-
ber 1919 in Labour Report No. 10, pp. 55 to 65 ; and of November 1920
in present issue, pp. 56 to 86. Prior to 1912 investigations were made
concerning the price-indexes in the capital towns only, but during 1012
and subsequent vears these investigations have been extended to 30
towns. On pages 65-6 hereinafter comparisons are made to test the
acouracy- with which.- the results obtained.from these inquiries reflect the
conditions obtaining throughout the States and Commonwealth. . It
will be seen on examination that the table reveals the fact that there is
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but little variation in the results obtained from the different sources
indicated. This approximation between the various results indicates
that the index-numbers published for the capital towns only, for the years
prior to 1912 and for the 30 towns for 1912 and subscquent years, pro-
bably reflect, with a substantial degree of accuracy, the variations in the
purchasing-pewer of money, not only in each State separately, but also
throughout the Commonwealth as & whole.

(ii.y Householders' Budget Inguiries.—The first of these was held iv
1910-11, and covered a period of twelve months. Tre results of that
investigation were published in December, 1911.* A second was held
during 1913 for the month of November only. The results of this
second investigation are given in a speciaJ repord, entitled “ Labour
Report, No. 4, Expenditure on Living im the Commonwealth, Novem-
ber, 1913." In September 1917 the Government of Western Austra.]m
a-ppomted a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries
of life in that State. Under the authority of this Commission a budget
inquiry was instituted, and steps were taken to obtain from house-
hoiders, budgets she.wms: their weekly expenditurc in detail. The Com-
monwealth Statistician (Mr. G. H. Knibbs) was requested to undertake
1he necessary analysis of the retuwrns, and the hudgets were accordingly
forwarded by the Commission to this Bureau. The report, when com-
pleted, was forwarded to the Western Australian Government, and ab
the request of that Government was published in Labour Report No.
9, pp. 63-71. ' .

(iii.) Special Investigations as to the cost of Food, Croceries and
House Rent tn Towns and Localities not included in the 150 Powns
Investigation —During 1919 and 1920 the guestion of the cost of living
in certain couniry towns and districts in the several States, as compared
‘with the cost in the towns ordinarily covered by the-investigations of
the Bureau, arose in conncction with Arbitration Court proceedings.
In order to furnish reliable information special inquiries as to the cost
of food, groceries and housc rent were made. Forms were issued dircet
from the Bureau to retailers and honsc agents situated in considerably.
over 100 towns and localities in New South Wales, Victoria, Sonth
Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania. From the ‘data collected,
index-numbers were computed, and the results were submitted to the
tribunals concerned. The principal inquiry of this speeial nature during
the period covored districts in which timber workers are mainly craployed.

{iv.) Investigation by the Royal Commassion on the Basic Wage—
In December 1919 the Commonwealth Government appointed a Commis-
sion consisting of three representatives of employers’ organisations, and
three representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent
chairman, to enquire into—

1. The actual cost of living at the present time according to reasonable
standards of comfort, including all matiers comprized in the ordinary
expenditure of & household, for & man with a wife and three children
under fourteen years of age, and the several iters and amounts whlch
malke up that eost.

* Ses Report on an " Inquiryinto the Cost of Living in Auatralie, 1810-11," by G, H, Krlhbs
C.M.G,, ete., December, 1911,  Owing to the emall number of budgets returmd 'the dednetions and
tabulations bused thereon are necesssrily restricted



ReTall Purrors, Hovsre BRunt, axp PukcHasing-PowER oF MoNEY. 29

2. The actual cost of living during each of the last five years, .
3. How ihe ba_asic wage may he automatically ndjusted to the rise and
fall from lime to Lime of the purchasing-power of money!

This Commission issued two reports ; the first in November 1920,
and the second in April 1921,

The two reports read together shew that according to the standard
fixed by the Commission the cost of living for the family postulated was
at the lst of November, 1920, as follows (—

[ | _ H
I-’arta'cu]ar&ii\lc]boume | Sydney. | Brisbane, | Adclaide. Perth. Hobart.
l ;
‘ £ d £ s 4L £ s d. £ s d £ s d £ s d.
Rent .. L v 4 I 2 9 017 0 019 6 [CBEHI o 19 ¢
Food l 2 6 2 2 409 2 3 12 v 2 3 411 2 8§11
Clothing 1 v o I 7 0 I & 0 I & 3.1 7 91°1 9 2
Miscel- !
laneons I Lo |t 4]l o223, 01910
‘smb 517 1| 5 [szlsn.L 51311'|:3mu

The corresponding cost of the articles and services included (which
are all fully set out in the first report) for the yvears 1914 to 1920 are as
follows - .

a

i |
Years. |Melbourne l Sydney. !._Brislmnc. i Adelunide. Perth, | Hobart”
! 1

£ g d £ 5 d £ s d. £ s d £t s d| £ s d

1014 3 7 0% 31211 T 4 0 312 312 9 J & 9
1914 316 9 4 1 6 31103 | 319 0 AN | ali |
1016 317 3 ¢ 4 & 313 10 310 7 4 1 2 315 6
197 4 -2 2 4 4 8 319 3 4 3 2 4 4 Z |4 410
1918 4 & 10 4 14 8 4 G 0 4 10 11 4 9 2| 4 8 &
1914 418 5|3 5 3 £ 15 10 3 2 0 340 8 5 0 4
1920 316 6 i 317 1 5 6 2 516 L] 51311 416 11

With regard to Clause 3 reference has already heen made (see p. 26)
to the recommendations of the Commission and the steps being taken to
carry them out. > : -

5. Purchasing-Power of Money. General Resulis of Investigation
in each Metropolitan Town, 1901 to 1920,—Index-numbers, computed
soparately for each group of commodities (and for house-rent) included in
the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all groups to-
gether, are shewn for the capital town of each State in the tables given
hereinafter.  In these tables the weighted aggregate expenditure for
the whole of the capital towns in 1911 is taken as base (= 1,000), and
the figures for that year (as well as other years) for the individual
towns shew the relative purchasing-power of money as between the
respective towns, The result is that the index-numbers given herein are
comparable in all respeocts, that is to say, they shew not only the varia-
tions from year to year in each town, but they also furnish comparisons
a8 to the relative cost in the different towns, either in any given year or
. a¢ between one year and another and one town and another.
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Retail Price Index-Numbers** in Metropolitan Towns, 1901 {o 19820.1

It 1s, of comree, ochvigus that the lndex-numbers given in the aeparate parte of the table
cannot he compared with each other in order to shew the relative cost of (say)house.rent,
and groceriee and food, since the weighted average cost for the eix towne taken together in
1911 1n each case is made aqual to 1000, although the costia, of course, not the saine.

TOWN, 11901.‘; 1907, 1910.[10_11. 1912.[1913. 19[4.‘ 1016.{ 1014, 1917.' 1918. 1919.[1920‘
| '
Grour J.—COROCERIES.

Sydney .. 876] 904|1,028(1,048]1,151)1,106| 1,112 1;2811 1,329 1,320/ 1,303/ 1,710( 2,130
slbourne o1 ose7) 817) ‘o3l '924(1.061| ‘953! '90el1,222/1 210 l 1881 1,243} 1,526 1,024
Brishane 1,011] 980[1,054]1,08711,195|1,110(1,076/1,331] 1,315 1,32’1 1,908 1,505] 2,155
Adelside .1 '049] 903 '97 '95811,138 1039 1,001 1,310] 1,274/ 1,210/ 1,344| 1,502] 2,030
Perth .. 1,008( 1,013 1,005 1,276( 1,188/ 1,073| 1,118| 1, 1351 1,345(1 329 1,304| 1,018] 2,008
Hobart .. 035 BEB[1 011 1003 1, 169] 1,661 1,070|1, '250]1.236 1263 1,341| 1,5827 1 2995
Weighted Average* I 012 885| 007[1,000]1,124)1,043]1,002)1,272) 1,209 261 1,542, 1,031] 2,030

GrogP IL.-~DAIRY PRODUOE,

)
glyﬂney .. . 8811 032 .076| 971]1,098|1,005)1,110/1,221| 1,201 1,319] 1,358]1,578] 1,067
elbourne . 9680 967| ove| 959]1,0771 1,010 1,075 1,850 1,838/ 1,271 1,325|1,4564| 1,920
Brisbane B 833 agvl 978 98811,065 1,008 095|L,2771,287| 1,204| 1,334/1,573 1,818
Adelalde 976] 928/1,057]1,103!1,203( 1,167/ 1,194/1,300{1,2a8| 1,228| 1,316|1,487| 1,887
_Ferth .. 1,290(1,2001 1,238} 1,241( 1,220 1,262( 1,244| 1,475{ 1,434/ 1 406 1,427| 1,817 1,954
Hobart .. 031] 955 082 ©094/1,102|1,109(1,177(1,430(1,324/1,313] 1,365/1,640| 1,976
Weighted Average®| 9456 955 908[1,0001,115{ 1,080 1,108|1,3071,816| 1,205 1,345/1,526] 1,023
! GAroup ILL—MBAT.
Sydney .. L1025 604r 0770 058)1,107| 11,2130 1, 280| 1,774]2,001] 8,154 2,02042,126] 2,333
elbourne ..[1.077(1,007| 978 0201,123]1,140)1,270| 1,800]2,027( 1,940| 1,063(1,050| 2,414
Brisbane .o L0261 024 036). 035/ 901 9485 1,169 1,540 1,706| 1,887] 1,910 1,005 2,124
Adelalds -+1 1,221 1,059( 1,032/ 1,037/ 1,130/ 1,208 1, 2| 1,030 2,240 2,079 2,160 2,187] 2,607
Porth .. +.|1,378(1 511 1,685| 1,577/ 1,845/ 1,607 1,088 1,72211,987| 1013 1,708 2,200 2,224
Hobart .. ..|1,225) 12,2701 1,270] 1,221) 1,821 1,400] 1,408 1,780 2,217 2,274| 2,427|2,256] 2,845
Wolghted Average®|1,101|1,074(1,024[ 1,000 1,144]1,198| 1,323/ 1,781 2,05% 2,022 1,1)‘2}2l 2,063 2,300
Grours L., 11., AND 111, COMBINED.—GROCERIES AND F0OD,
El
n‘vclmur o17| 9068}1,000( 98911,124]1,131(1,156(1,306| 1,620 1,540 1,649(1,783]2 148
albourue 965] 025 660 935{1,0821,0241,001(1 411 1,482] 1,412| 1,460 1,020 2,050
.| 98s5| 947(1,000|1,018]1,102] 1,042(1,078| 1,878 1 r426[ 1, 408 1,406] 1,762 2, 052
Adelstde 11,0280 951:1,001] 1,020} 1,154 1,110 1'216(1,487| 1532/ 14 16541 1,710 2,132
Perth .| 1,184] 1,197| 1,251 1,346( 1,845( 1,267) 1,302] 1,483| 1,542 1,! 505 1,488/ 1,772 £,050
Hobart . -11,011] 1,010] 1.073| 1,055 1,100( 1, 164 1,212 1 4456]1 5?.3 1, 5-“ 18351, 748 2,102
Weighted Average®| 972 955!1,005(1,0001,129| 1,005 1 144/ 1,416 1,406/ 1,472 1,614|1,716/2,101
Geovr 1V,—HOUSR RENT.

Sydney .| 888 e11l 0ss|1,000 1,189 1,246]1,270) 1,220 1,212 121.. 1,258( 1,280 1,415
{bourne J 733] 804 9168] 970/} ,016 1039 1,128{1, ‘0851 030 ,180 1,283 1 405
Brishane o488 6751 o0l 74 804] 'B8B] ‘882 ‘asel 'sqy 359 205 93. 1061
mamde [ 0200 812/1,018(1,112(1,180]1, 125 1,040 032 os0| 950| 1,023(1,008/1.216
srth .| B801| 6B4] 696 310 880 'o14| 848| sep| 874] 885 ‘016 'oge
Hobsrt .s .| aery Tosl 774) BOG; azp 887 914 028 025 951 068 1,134 1,873
Welghted Average®| 751| 818 919|1,0001,063 1,1}8 1,185(1,081| 1,081)1,008( 1,148/ 1,215/ 1,233

ALL GROUPS COMBINED.,—GROCERIER, FOOD, AND HOUSH RESTY.
%yﬂnay .| 98] 92¢| 00511,0311,148{1,178 1,208 1,823 1,304] 1,406| 1,427} 1,580( 1,847
slbonrns «o| B70| B75| 042] 05011 ,065 1 051 1,106/ 1,277| 1,308 1.804] 1,949 1,481 1,788
Brisbane . 789) 704l B77| 915] o078 '9se| “aev|i 16 1,188 l,l 1| 1,262 1,442 1,045
Adelaide . 804 804/1.008) 1,058 1,157)1,121|1,145(1, v259 1 ,285| 1,246| 1,335( 1,408 1,764
erth L0271 £84|1 023 1, 128 1,164|1,128 1.143 1 22211 260 1, 248 1,280 1,420 1,017
Hobart ool 800 886 '951{ "954 1,042 1, 053 1,000/1, 233 1, 278 1.301 1,358 1,499( 1,837
‘Weighted Avorage®] 280 897 970, 1,000 1,101]1,104] 1,740} 1,278, 1,324 1,318/ 1,582] 1,610| 1,785

- Note,— A« to bawis of indez-numbers, ses remarke on previous poge.
* For all capltal towne.
- t Index-numbers for years 1902-8 are given in Labour Report Ko 8, p. 28,
Ab the price index~number increases, the purchasing-power of money diminlshas.
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The index-numbers for the last three groups (Food and Groceries,
House Rent, and Food, Groceries and House Rent combined) are shewn,
for each capital town, together with the weighted average of the six towns
considered as a whole, in the graphs on pages 31 to 34. The paragraphs

on pages 35 to 36 briefly indicate the general nature of the variations in
each group.

GRAPHS SHEWING THE PURCHASING.-POWER OF MONEY,* METROPOLITAN
TOWNS, 1001 to 1920
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GRAPHS SHEWING PURCHASING-POWER OF MONEY, METROPOLITAN TOWNS
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GHRAPHS SHEWING PURCHASING-POWER OF MONEY, METROPOLITAN TOWNS
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(i.) Groceries (18 Commodities))—It may be seen that the index-
number for this Group was higher in 1920 than in 1919 in all the capital
towns, the aggregate effect wpon the weighted average index-number
shewing an increase. The increase in the weighted average index-
number for all towns in 1920 compared with 1919 amounts to 25,0 per
cent., compared with 1911 to 103.9-per cent., and compared with 1901
to 123.6 per cent. The average cost in 1920 of the commodities included
in this group was greatest in Brisbane and least in Melbourne,

(ii.) Duiry Produce (7 Commodities)—The. index-numbers for this
group were higher for 1920 than for 1919 in all the towns. The weighted
average index-number for all towns in 1920 was 25.8 per cent. higher
than in 1919, 92.8 per cent. higher than in 1911, and 104.0 per cent.
higher than in 1901. The average cost in 1920 of the commodities in this
group was highest in Hobart and lowest in Brisbane.

o (i) Meat (21 Culs or Joints of Butcher's Meat)—The index-nun-
bers for this group were higher in 1920 than in 1919 in all the capital
towns. The weighted average index-number for all towns taken together
in 1920 was 15.9 per cent. higher than in 1919 ; 139.0 per cent. higher
than in 1911, and 117.1 per cent. higher than in 1901. The average coat
for 1920 of the commodities included in this group was greatest in Hobart
and least in Brisbane.

(iv.) Groceries and Food (Groups 1., II., and III. combined) *—
The index-numbers for this combined group shew the aggregate effect upon
the purchasing-power-of-money index-numbers of movements in prices of
commodities, apart from varistions in house rent. There was an increase
in 1920 compared with the immediately preceding year in all the towns,
During -the whole of the period covered by the table on page 30
the index-numbers were higher in Perth than in any other capital
town up to and including 1814. The disparity between that town and the
remaining towns was greater in the earlier years of the period, and Jess
in the later years, and for 1915 the index-number for Perth, while still
higher than for all the towns except Adelaide, shews less divergence from
the weighted average than for any other year. In 1916 the index-number
for Perth was again higher than for any other town, but in 1917 it was
lower in that town than in Sydney or Hobait. In 1918 the index-
number for Perth was lower than in all the towns except Melbourne,
and in 1919 was higher than in all the towns except Sydney. In 1920
the index-number for Perth was the lowest of the 6 capital towns. Taking
the weighted average for all the towns the prices of the 46 items of food
and groceries specified on page 26 were 22.4 per cent. higher in 1920
than in 1919 ; 110.1 per cent. higher than in 1911 ; and 116.2 per cent.
higher than in 1801. The average cost of these items for 1920 was
greatest in Hobart and least in Perth.

(v.) House Rent.—Except in Adelaids, where rents remained station-
ary from 1901 to 1904, and declined in 1913, and in Perth, where they
,decreased from 1903 to 1907, and again in 1908-9 and 1914, there was a
uniform increase in each of the metropolitan towns from 1901 to 1914,
The abnormal conditions arising* out of the war has resulted in entirely
changed conditions for fhe years 1915 to 1920. It will be seen that

* That is the “ composite unit " upon which these index-numbers are cowpnted.
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for 1915 there was a decrease in the cost of housing accommodation
in all the towns except Hobart, where there was a small increase. In
1918 Melbourne and Perth shew slight increases, Sydney, Brisbane and
Adelaide slight decreases, while the index-number for Hobart wus the same
for 1916 as for 1913.  In 1917, 1318 and 1919 there was an increase in
the average rentals in all the towns, and in 1920 there was a further
inerease. The weighted average index-number for 1920 is 9.7 per cent,
higher than for 1919, 33.3 per cent. higher than in 1911, and 77.5 per
cent. higher than in 1901.  The greatest increase since 1901 has ocourred
in Brisbane {1174 per cent.), followed in the order named by Hobart
(105.8 per cent.), Adelaide, {93.3 per cent.), Melbourne, (91.7 per cent.),
Sydney (64.9 per cent.), and Petth (24.3 per cent.). -

(vi.) Price Index-numbers for Food, Groceries and House Rent
combined.—The weighted average index-numbers for the combined ex-
penditure upon the 46 items of food and groceries and housing accommoda-
tion shew an increase of 18.2 per cent. in 1920 compared with 1919 ;
78.5 compared with 1911, and 102.8 compared with 1901. Reference to
the graph on page 34 will shew that the weighted average price index-
number was lower in 1004 than in any other year during the period covered
by the investigations. The index-number rose in 1905 and 1906, and fell
in 1907. There was a substantial rise in 1908, followed by a slight decline
in 1909, PFurther rises occurred in 1910 and 1911, and agsin in 1912,
when the increase was very considerable (10.1 per cent.). The index-
number for 1913 was practically the same as for 1812, but in 1914 there
was & rise of 3.2 per cent., in 1915 of 12.1 per cont., and a further rise in
1916 of 3.6 per cent. - The index-number for 1917 was 0.5 per cent.
lower than for 1916, but in 1918 there was a risc of 3.3 per cent. The
index-munber foi 1919 shews a rise of 10.4 per cent., and there was a
further sharp rise of 18.2 per cent, for 1920, which is the highest recorded,

Compared with 1911, the base year of the period, the weighted aver-
age purchasing-power-of-money index-number shews an increase of 78.5
per cent. for 1920. It may further be seen that, except for the year 1909,
from 1901 to 1912 inclusive, the index-number for Porth was higher than
for any other capital town. From 1913 to 1920 the index-number for
Sydney was the highest, and for 1920 the index-number for Perth was
lower than for any-other town. Attention has already been drawn to
the fact that the increase in prices of food and groceries during 1915
and subsequent years was considerably less in Perth than in the remain-
ing towns. The result of this is to alter the relative cost of food,
groceries, and house rent combined in the several towns.

6. Index-numbers Shewing Variations in Cost of Food, Groceries
and Housge Rent, 1912 to 1920,—In the following tables, index-numbers are
given shewing variations in the cost of food and groceries (46 commodities),
in thirty of ths more important towns throughout the Commonwealth
at yearly and quarterly periods from 1912 to 1920, Index-numbers for
food and groceries are also given for each month of 1920. In addition,

index-numbers showing for these years the quarterly and yearly variations.

in house rents and in the combined, cost of food, groceries and house rent,
are given. As explained on pp. 31 and 32 of Labour Report No. 6, these
are now computed to the same base as the index-numbers relating to
the gix capital cities, which go back to the year 1901 :—

¢
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?:‘Food and Groceries (48 Commodities), Price Index~Numbers* for Each of Thirty Towns,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Bage (= 1000},

‘ N.3.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA—INDEX-NUMBERS,
: T ! : R -
. & ' EEE - w s ..
sl 580 B E VS B g 8| 5 |2k
28 2 £ ] 5 254 £ | & s | £+ Eg (a8
Bl &2 3 3= 2181 &]8, s°88
- Lol — H
t | - i
1912 1,024 L1534 11,852 - 1128 | 1,083 710,134 |+ L,08% 1,110 1,112 1086 1,057 1,088
1013 |1,131 1,127 1,343 1,151 | 1,053 {1,139 | 1,024 | 1,028 | 1,057 11,049 + 1,043 | 1,028
1914 1,156 1,142 {1,383 1,174 | 1,004 11 164 1,001 | 1,080 | 1,083 {1,000 - 2074 {1,001
10135 1,390 , 1,380 | 1,042 1,083 1,336 [ 1,404 | 1,411 ) 1,443 | 1,420 {1,303 | 1,495 | 1,424
1016 1,520 11,508 | 1810 | 1,582 | 1,406 | 1580 || 1,462 | 1,466 [ 1,453 | 1464 (1406 | 1 a02
1917 1,540 11,537 (1,778 11,400 [ 1,482 | 1,548 [ 1,412 [ 1,400 11,407 [ 1,409 1,429 1,412
1018 1549 1,564 | 1,752 11,526 | 32504 | U557 | 15466 { 441 1 add | L445 [ 1.903 | 1,400
1919 L7688 | 18U 1,9un||,?8| 1,681 | 1,788 [| 162 (1,687 | 1,558 | 1,385 | Leoa | j 08
1820 2,148 | 2,146 | 2,208 12,185 12,113 | 21K l 056 {2,080 |2, 1,965 | 2,065 | 2,082
1912 1st Qtr, | 1,036 | 1,082 {1,295 '1,033 | 905 {1,048 |' 088 1,001 | 998 {1,002 ' 076 | 090
nd 090 | 1, 1,328 | 1,070 | 1,056 11,100 | 1,068 1,056 |1,]02 |1056 1,042 | 1,008
3rd ., |LI195 1195 | 1375 11,154 [ 1,186 11,201 | 1,156 | 1,170 1,176 | 1,132 11,115 | 1,157
ath ., 1,176 |1, 1,440 |1,258 [1,144 11,187 :1,113,1,211 |1,175i1,154 1,007 |1.125
1913 Ist Qtr, | 1,138 | 1,124 | 1,320 | 1,189 | 1,060 | 1,143 | 1,036 11,055 | 1,101 | 1,085 {1,051 | 1,043
gnd ., 11,158 (1,147 | 1,881 | 1,180 | 1,083 [ 1,166 { 1,040 11,049 [ 1,003 | 1,072 11,087 | 1,046
Srd 1 [L128 1,124 | 1,321 | 1,118 | 1,036 [ 1,184 § 1,021 { 1,013 | 1,087 | 1,030 | 1,087 | 1,022
4th . £1,104 | 1,112 [ 1,345 | 1,100 | 1,084 11,114 999! 096 989 | 1,000 | 1,018 499
1014 1st Qtr, | 1,150 | 1,110 | 1,940 | 1,134 | 1,065 1,153 [[ 1,028 ' 1,029 (1,048 11,038 1,034 | 1,030
end ., | 1,163 1,163 | 1,423 (1,201 | 1,121 | 1,173 {1,118 | L 1,115 | 1,123 | 1,078 | 1.118
3rd |, 10154 [1,148 | 10303 | 1,177 | 1,006 |1)168 |[ 10101 1,118 | 1,309 | 1,099 | i 1,102
4h ,, | 1,156 | 1,154 | 1,376 | 1,184 (1,092 | 1,164 || 1,116 1,113|1,126 1,126 11,100 |1,118
1015 18t Qer, | 1,231 | 1,233 | 1,488 | 1,222 |1,182 1,241 || 1,188 11,202 {1,201 | 1,078 11,162 | 1,187
2nd ,, 1,286 (1,293 [1,605 | 1,209 {1,254 | 1,300 1,382|1,411!1,389[],348 1,377 | 1,383
o |LES0 1E88 |TaEs  LEAE LARE L1380 | LSE ILAST (1908 1ha88 11ER |18
«h LY ; . . , A401 11,681 {1, 489 11, .
1816 1st Qtr. | 1,566 | 1,632 | 1,784 | 1,008 11,454 1 1,570 || 1,510 |1,5l}3‘|1,504 1,400 11,502 | 3,500
w | 1,817 | 1,496 | 1827 (1,545 | 1,470 [ 1,528 (11,483 | 1,601 | 1,479 | 1,506 1,484 | 1,485
Srd | | 1,510 | 1,509 {1,816 [ 1,652 (1,468 | 1,523- || 1,448 ' 1,440 | 1,417 | 1,449 ims& 1447
4th ,, {1,485 [1,494 {1,817 | 1,611 | 1,462 {1,500 1,407'1,412“,411 1,400 11,408 { 1,407
1917 1t Qir. [ 1,499 11,518 11,804 | 1,522 {1,407 | 1,513 |1 1,805 | 1,400 11,395 | 1,405 1,415 1,300
2wl -, 1,506 11,528 [ 1,800 | 1,481 | 1,471 1,520 || 1,412 | 1,403 (1,425 |1,438 | 1435 11,414
Sl o, | 1,588 11,548 [ 1,743 | 1400 | 1487 11587 (1,410 (1,302 | 1,415 11,418 | 1,335 | 1417
ath . 1,568 |1.555 | 1,754 [1,408 | 1,506 |187L | 1,422 | 1408 | 1395 | 1416 | 1,430 |1,419
1618154 Gbr. | 1,553 {1,562 | 1,783 | ba81 (1,502 [ 1,601 || £,447 [ 1,433 | 1,434 | 1,453 [ 1,248 11,446
2nd ,, |1,54D | 1,574 1,828 | 1,626 | 1,521 (1,561 [1,478 | 1,450 [ 1,488 | 1,475 | 1,506 | 1,477
3rd - |1L,514 | 1,522 11,705 | 1,500 | 1,487 (1,522 |[1,449 [ 1,422 | 1427 | 1,426 | 1,501 | 1,945
ath o |10579 (1,500 (1,892 | 1,680 (1,608 | 1,585 || 1,490 | 1450 [ 1,429 | 1,428 |1,515 [1,482
1919 18t Qbr. {1,702 1,727 | 1,780 | 1,737 | 1,619 | 1.707 | 1,566 | 1,580 | 1,498 | 1.528 | 1,555 | 1,587
2na ,, 1770 | 1,774 [ 1,840 | 1,743 | 1,856 | 1,772 [ 1,574 | 1,533 | 1,526 | 1,541 | 1.682 | },567
Jrd ., {1,766 | 1,812 [ 1,900 | 1,766 | 1,883 11,774 || 1,605 | L.683 | 1,580 | 1,582 | 1,807 {1,590
4th ,, {1,893 | 1,001 ;2,060 | 1.887 | 1,765 | 1,809 || 1,734 | 1,701 | 1,648 1 1,699 | 1,403 1724
1920 1st Qtr. {1,993 [ 1,088 [ 2117 1,946 {1,863 | 1,905 (11,717 {1,754 11,695 [ 1,717 | 1,718 | 1,713
ond,, | 2,101 | 2,009 | 2,384 | 2.085 [ 2040 |37112 [ 21026 § 2,030 | 1,081 | 1,957 | 1,037 | 2,020
wl o, 2,300 | 2,230 | 2,538 | 2412 | 2,285 | 2,306 i 2,280 | 2207 j20 2175 | 2,238 | 2,230
4th o (208 | 2267 | 2,547 | 2,205 | 2282 | 27200 || 2100 (2228 | 2180 | 2)128 {2246 2,187
1924
> Jawuery .. | 5,956 (1,871 (2,014 [ 1,047 [ 1,861 (1,062 k1,674 [1,750 |1,689 | 1,685 1,681 | 1,080
Febrnary .. | 2018 (1,086 | 2,037 | 1,040 | 1,846 [ 2,015 (1,720 11,734 | 1,675 11,706 | 1,710 |1,717
March .. | 2,004 |2005 [ 2150 (1,051 |1,88% 1,758 | 1,778 (1,741 | 1,760 1,762 | 1,758
Aprll L. L2060 | 2071 | 2,288 | 2,083 | 2,002 | 2,060 11,067 | 1,923 | 1,874 | 1,858 (1,540 |12
May Lo 2052 12.079 | 20273 | 2.087 | 2,008 | 2,068 || 2,007 (2,087 [1.087 |1.935 | 1,045 | 2,001
June .. 192 19148 | 2484 | 2,155 | 2,101 | 2198 || 2,153 | 2,148 2133 | 2,097 (2,018 | 2,546
July U Zese | 20172 | 2.508 | 2,204 | 2,172 | 2,836 |1 2,200 | £.255 [ 2,193 [ 2,161 | 2,205 | 2,281
Auguat .. | 2,314 |2,213 | 2516 [ 2,475 | 2276 | 2,316 | 2,260 | 2,284 | 2918 | £140 [ 2,203 [ 2,253
September 25333 | 2,306 | 2,571 [ 2,498 (2,346 | 2,343 A 4,352 | 2,272 [ 2,236 | 2,306 | 2,305
October .. | 2,230 | 2,304 | 2,670 | 2527 | 2,015 | 2,853 | 2,244 | 2,316 | &, 2,159 (2,206 | 2,243
MNovember.. | 2,101 | 2,259 | 2553 | 2,237 | 2,237 | 2,214 || 2182 | 2,216 | 2,114 [2,102 | 2,844 (2,177
- December | 2,173 |2,239" | 2,608 | 2,271 | 2,244 | 2,194 | 2,145 2,158 {2,077 12125 2397 2141

Index-pumbers for each of the months of 1912, 1913, 1914, and 1915 are given on pp. 33-35
of Labour Report No, 6 ;  for 1016 on pp. 8713 of Labour Repors, No. 7; for1917 on pp, 32-4,
Labour Report No, §; for 1918 on pp, 33-35 of Labour Report No. 9.5 and for 1919 on py. 3¢
to 32 of Labour Beport Ho. 10. . i
* As the prles index-wumber lncrenses, the purchasing-power of money dlminishes.

1
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities), Price Index-Numbers* for Each of Thirty Towns,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000}—cont.

QUEENSLAND—INDEX-NUMBERS. 300TH AUSTRATIA—INDEX-NUMBELS,

5 N w7

: = 5 g .2 i | JBe| & & BT
g | g l «5| Bgl & 1343| 2 ||§=§ 5| E | £5| 88,
2 2 e ol % (Ege|l £ 'g2=] & g Sz | S
W i £ g B i Hsg - 'S == 24 1 .‘.'mm

= 2 8| E2| & (&g < 283 £ a5 T

& & 2| BF | & BeE] = sF| & % S k.

|
|
|

1912 1,102 | 1,100 | 1,142 { 1,202 |1
1903|1042 | 1j045 | 106} | 1212 1

1912 Lst Qtr. | 1,005 | 1,135 | 1,106 ;1,205 | 1,132 {1,122 (11,100 | 1,108 1,162 | 70 {1,125 1,100
2ad ., |1,095 {1,100 | 1,148 {1,204 | 1,166 | 1,139 || 1,147 [1,187 , 1202 {1,007 | 1,184 | 1146
srd o |1105 {1,088 | 17128 | 10283 1,150 | 1122 |1 102 | 1178 ' ajze1 | 1,063 [ 10100 [ 10188
ah o |11 {1,008 | 1,132 | 1,200 [ 1,128 | 1128 || 1,137 | 1,193

r
1913 Ieg Qtr. | 1,036 | 1,018 | 1,064 | 1,233 | 1,070 | 1,065 1 1,123 | 1,140 !
21 |

1

w 1,000 | 1,047 | 1,074 [ 1,231 | 1,116 { 1,076 |[ 5,145 | 1,181 - 1

8rd ,, [1,040 [ 1,054 (1,052 {1,192 | 1,058 | 1,066 |f 1,117 {1,137 .1
4th ,, |[1,035 | 1,058 | 1,078 [ 1,101 | 1,041 | 1,056 || 1,090 {1,119 1,142 | 089 {1,088 | 1,001

1

1

1

1

1914 1st Qbr, | 1,044 | 1,078 | 1,110 | 1,218 | 1,090 | 1,070 1, 1,147 | 1,146 ' 1,
2nd ,, [1,068 | 1,066 pl1,L25 | 1,255 | 1,078 | 1,082 {i 1,250 | 1,252 | 1,256 1 1,008 {1,201 | 1,246
8rd ,, |1,085 | LOG9 | 1,161 | 1,852 (1,076 | 1,105 || L,220 | 1,231 1 1,283

4th . [1,124 [ 1,151 | 1,184 [ 1,338 [ 1,114 | 1,151 {| 1,283 | 1,200 . 1,289 | 1,084 | 1,204 | 1,281
1015 18t Qbr, | 1,193 | 1,228 1,261 | 1,423 [ 1,221 11,223 || 1,315 | 1,328 | 1,402 | 1,189 | 1,858 | 1,817
and ,, +| 1,318 | 1,360 [ 1,361 | 1,553 | 1,860 | 1,347 | 1,508 | 1,622 | 1,553 | 1,306 | 1,615 | 1,608
srd ., | 1,450 | 1,483 | 1,466 [ 1,540 [ 1,422 | 1,463 || 1,602 | 1,624 | 1,673 | 1,408 | 1,807 | 1,003
ath . | 1,531 1,540 | 1,630 | 1,660 | 1,484 | 1,652 || 1,526 | 1,662 } 1,612 | 1,446 | 1,640 | 1)52
1016 1st Qtr. | 1,551 | 1,654 | 1,663 {1,678 {1,523 | 3,572 |[ 1.550 | 1,691 (1,048 | 1,481 {1,508 | 1,550
Znd ,, [1.466 | 1,453 | 1,580 | 1,645 [ 1,440 | 1,484 §| 1,674 [1.610 1,643 | 1,512 | 1,630 | 678
ard . 1,356 1,383 (1,447 | 1,630 {1,373 | 1,883 1| 1,521 [1;579 , 1,565 | 1,401 | 1,584 {1,525
« 4th 5 1,341 | 1,338 [ 1,431 | 1,530 [1,358 { 1,367 | 1460 | 1,548 ;1,501 | 1,426 | 1,568 | 1477
1017 st Qbr. [ 1,349 11,308 | 1,984 [ 1,542 11,335 | 1,364 ]| 1,476 [ 1,564 F 1,583 [ 1,419 1,560 | 1.485
2nd L, (1873 [ 1,852 [1.400 | 1,570 | 1,379 | 1301 |j 3,460 [ 1,572 11,605 [ 1,441 | 1}586 | 1,482
ard L, | 1419 (1404 [ 4,440 [ 1575 | 140 | 1,433 || 1402 [ 1494 7 1562 | 1,408 [ 1,621 {1,416
dth ., |LAR0 [1,405 1,478 [L,6i0 | 1,502 | 1,492 || 1,432 [1,501 1,575 | 1,419 | 1,589 | 1,944

1018 dat Qer. | 1,447 | 1,506 | 1,483 1 1,466 {[ 1,504 | 1,571 (1,080 | 4,403 | 1,506 | 1,522
2nd ,, 1,482 | 1,448 | 1,503 {1,651 | 1,620 11,9 || 1,607 } 1,584 AT [ 1,800 11,6040
Ard 1458 | 1,815 | 1,506 {1,099 | 1,688 | 1,513 ([ 1,548 | 4,552 BOE [ 488 [ A6 |1 A
ath o | 10562 {1,814 1,500 {1,758 | 1,692 | 1,580 [{ 1554 {1507 |1,63% | 1,485 | 1,504 | 17557

1919 18t Qtr, [ 1,707 | 1,700 1,773 | 1,888 | 1,770

1.7 710 [ 1,633 | 1.684 | 1,851

2nd ,, 1,700 |'1,768 | 1,782 | 1,030 | 1770 11,742 | 1,702 | 1,648 ST22 | 1.544 | 1,702 | 1,096
8rd o0 10780 110754 (10783 {20041 | 1773 | 3765 || 1,508 | 1,086 {1,705 [ 3,580 | 10712 | 1i703
4th ,, 1,809 | 1,308 | 1,072 | 2,047 | 1 004 | 1,039 |11,817 | 1826 L8341 1.604 | 1,825 | 1,813
1620 It Qir. | 2,017 | 2,003 | 2,007 [ 2,182 | 1,077 {2,088 || 1,880 {1,872 | 1,853 [ 1,000 | 1,883 | 1,877
ond ,; | 2.065 | 2,005 | 2:056 | 21107 | 2i056 [ 2,061 i 21136 12,051 | 2072 | 1,930 | 2405 { 2121
apd . | 2108 (2042 | 2,101 {2140 12008 | 2,100 {| 2,308 | 2:240 | 2:236 | 20143 | 2o0 {206t
ath | 12025 [17028 [2jva1 | 20108 | 2)040 2024 || 2}208 | 2104 | 2}222 | 2'136 [ 20154 | 27200

1920

January .. | 2,003 | 2,000 | 2,173 | 2,180 2,046 | 2107 {1,800 | 1,874 ;1,878 | 1,083 [ 1,872 |y, 804" "
February .. | %038 | £020 | 2057 | 2,196 | 1,950 (2,047 (11,881 | 1,864 [1.817 1,650 | 1,885 | 1,370
March .. |1.922 (1,020 | 1,670 | 2120 | 1,084 | To044 || 10007 | 1,878 10807 | K723 | 1802 | 1897
April o 12017 |10978 [ 2010 | 21148 | 1.000 |2.022 | 2/028 | 1,988 | 2020 | 1,481 | 1,987 | 2i020
May . iened | 2001 200k | 2082 |2nas [Slo5s || 27134 | 2i045 | 20056 | 1Ue13 [20185 (2L
June B8 | 2041 (2000 (2002 (2,124 (2008 [[2)207 [ 2,119 | 20131 [ 2l0t5 |2i202 [2i243
Tuly 2300 | 2,030 (2104 12140 [ 2133 | 21007 [1 2,403 | 2245 | 2250 [ 2,146 | 2,245 | 2,877
Angnst v | 2107 ] 2,016 | 2,007 | 2,150 | 2,002 | 2,103 L2r 2,237 12,221 12,141 | 2,221 | 2,227
September | 2108 | 2,051 2105 | 21158 | 2/08D 2102 121276 | 2280 | 2,238 [ 21158 | 2,213 [ 2,268
Qatober 000 | Z:031 12115 [2/120 (27100 | 2006 || 2957 |21 |2'age |Sae | £200 [ 205
Rovember.. [1:697 1,007 {202 | 2130 {2033 (2002 (| 2301 | 290t | 2216 | 214e [ 27151 [ 2101
December  |1.572 [1/869 | 1'597 | 2065 | 2,004 [ 1,074 || 2100 |2.100 {2782 |2)127 |21110 | 2160

Index-numbets for each of the monthe of 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915 are given on pp. 33-5 of Labour
Report Wo. 6 ; jor 1916 on pp, 871-3, Labonr Report No, 71 for 1917 on pp. 32-4. Labour Report
]1\;_0. 13 0, for 1918 oo pp. 53-55, Labour Report Ko, % ; and for 1917 on pp. 3432 of Labour Repork

o 10, ; X
* Zee {ootnote on preceding ‘page. . . .



Retain Prices, House RENT, aNp PurcHasiNG-Powrr or MoNgy., 39 )
Food and Grocerieg {4G‘Gomt'nodities), Price Index-Numbers* for Each of Thiriy Towns,
with Weighted Average of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000)}—-cont.

WESTERN AUSTRA!.IA—-INDEX-NUMBERS.] TASMANIA—I NDEX-NUMBLELS, §g §
; BB Sd,

= H 3 : 3 -]
. & . . : ! : 2 ] q:a “EE
F] g d = . ] . [ B s ]
sl §IEE 5| 5 Bl 5| 5|4 2|3 [R5 ik
< ZEE] B E |¥oe B H by £8 | &3%

. & 4 B3 2 £ ;ZB gl e &) %] 8 BLE| 3%

| F © . 3 ) Al H Bo | B

| < [ i
1012 (1,346 | 1,877 11,870 | 1,403 1,410 11,418 | 1,100 | 1,125 1,502 [1,201 {1,280 1,182 | 1,120 | 1,140
1918 11.267 [1,607 1,301 | 1,362 | 1,386 | 1,344 {1,164 | 1,073 | 1,268 {1181 | 1,201 | 1,420 | 1,095 | 1108
. 1014 |Lso2 [1esd 11,323 | 1,308 [10453 | 1382 | 1212 {1,130 | 1,290 | 2205 | 1,305 [ 1,196 | 17144 [ 1/155
1915|1483 | 1809 | 1516 | 10680 | 1,060 | 1,650 || 1,445 | 1406 {1571 | 1,512 | 1,581 | 1,450 | 1/416 | 1428
1916 1,532 § LB2s | LAv0 | 1,666 | 1,652 | 1,608 11,523 LS04 | 1,652 | 1,611 | 1,661 [1,585 {1,495 | 1,508
1917 1505 | 10700 | 10520 | 17652 | 1826 |1.571 [ 1,634 {1,510 [ 1,638 | 1,015 | 1,647 | 1,548 | 1,472 | 10451
1018 [ 1,488 | 1,784 11,470 | 1,602 11,608 | 15534 || 1,635 | 1575 | 1742 | 1.825 | 1,72y | 1,626 | 1514 | 1623
1949 1772 | 2080 | 1,737 | 10851 |1.76T |3.827.| 1,747 13,708 {1,856 |1,75% | 13888 { 1,740 | 1,718 | 17720
1920 [2/050 | 2302 | 2069 | 27055 {2,071 | 2,103 [ 2,162 j2,108 | 2274 | 2,060 | 2,149 | 2,146 | 2101 | 2104
1012 1at Gie. | 1,301 | 1,859 {1,510 [ 1,305 | 1,338 | 1,978 [ 1,008 11,021 | 1,225 | 1,082 {5,192 | 1,083 | 1,040 | 1,085
ond ., |1,408 | 1,730 | 1,435 | 1441 {1,439 | 1,477 4 1,145 | 1,110 | 1,276 {1,156 | 1,272 | 1,140 |1 111 [ 1125
3rd ., 1368 1671 [1,408 | 1432 |1, 1435 11,235 1 1171 | 1,820 [ 1,287 | 1,341 | 1,226 | 11186 | 1194
ith 7 1303 | 1650 | 7,364 | 1373 {1,420 | 1,382 h1j28% |))189 1378 1327 | 1,352 |1,267 | 1,160 | 1176
1918 1e6'Gte. | 1,275 [ 1,605 [ 1,208 [ 1,240 11,384 | 1,346 [1,158 (1,062 | 1,259 [ 1,182 1,280 | 1,142 |1,100 [ 1,113
endq,, 1,209 | 1,821 [ 1,234 | 1370 | 1307 | 1,372 || 1,188 | 17090 (1,287 | 1205 | 1,331 | (171 | 1,117 | 17129
srd ., 1248 | 1,822 | 1,208 | 1,350 1,387 | 1,334 | 1,170 | 1,086 | 1,266 | 1,194 | 1,289 |1, 1,081 [1.101
ith o [17246 | 1590 [ 10274 [ 10528 [1)368 | 1,323 (1,180 [2j051 | 1269 |1,143 | 1,262 (10125 [ 1070 | 108
1

1014 1at Qir. | 1,245 11,680 (1,260 11
2nd ,,  [1,288 (1,617 (1,315 |1
3rd ,, "|1,336 | 1,803 | 1,356 |1
4th ,, [1.330 |1,727 {1,362 |1

1
1
1
1

1915 1st Qtr. | 1,420 | 1,747 11,478
Sra o | 1,540 | 1,882 [ 1,571
ath o jLaso 1812 [ 1488

1916 1=t Qtr. | 1,504 11,523 1,692 11,610 1,678 | 1,578 ) 1,693 13,5644 11 602 | 1,628 {1,687 | 1,500 | 1,540 | 1,549
* z.,dQ,, 1564 [ 1825 |1)557 | 1,664 | 1,676 {1,623 | 1,658 | 1,630 | 1,600 : : ’
ard 7 |1)580 | 5,851 | 1,622 | 17737 {1,656 | 1644 || 1,439 | £475 |-

ath 7 |1520 | 1704 | 1568 [ 1,656 [1508 | 1584 {| 1,482 | 1,486

1017 1st Qur. | 1,500 1,755 | 1,520 | 1,648 | 1,609 | 1,560 | 599 | 1,567 | 1,506 | 1,507 | 1,448 | 1,450
nd o, 1,564 | 1,780 | 1,572 | 1,725 1,6:}1 1,604 || 1,481 1,0_187 AL0 | L5604 [ L4622 | 1,503 | 1,461 1,
Srd . {1485 |1,790 | 1,490 | 1,671 11,620 11,657 |t 1,585 [ 1,503 | 1,632 | k020 1002 {1,540 [ 1,487 |1.49
4t 1,480 | 1,834 | 1,485 | 1,562 | 1,648 | 1,550 ' 1,070 | 1,560 L7090 | L6YVO (1,708 {1,640 [ 1,491 | 1,500
1018 1st Qbr. [ 1,480 | 1,825 1,482 (1,672 11 628 [ 1,557 |1 1,650 1,582 11,707 ) 1,668 ) 1,712 | 1,640 | 1,501 |1,511
2nd ,, | 1535 |1.792 | 1,526 (1,657 | 1,634 [ 1,503 | 1,645 | 1,584 1,748 [1.636 [1,720 | 1,635 | 1,627 |15
Sed . (1,472 |1)7750 1,483 [1)509 | 1,571 | L5235 [ 1,504 | 11554 1,720 1,579 1,726 {1,696 | 1,491 | 1,601
ath o 11,457 | 1,760 [1,443 [1]540 | 1,560 [ 1,525 [ 1,641 | 1, 1,744 1,624 [1,758 | 1,634 | 1,538 | 1,545
16196 kst Qbr. | 1,540 |1 811 | 1,621 | 1.588 | 1,504 1,508 [ 1,095 13,600 | 1,707 | 1,637 | 1,230 | 1,679 | 1,689 [ 1,644
sud , |18+ | 2,081 {30770 | 1841 | 1,740 [ 17885 1| 1.686 | 11854 | 1,813 | 1)678 |1/840 1602 [ 1,692 | 1698
sra 2 |10013 {20145 | 1,866 | 2,032 (17874 | 1,061 11,730 | 1,710 | 1,850 [ 1713 | 1,872 | 10738 | 1,708 | 1718
4th | [1791 |2%6 | 1781 | 15939 | 1,828 | 1,263 11,384 12,860 | 1061 | 1,000 | 1)975 | 1,886 | 1,823 | 1,829
1920 1st Qtr. | 1,907 | 2,152 {1,877 | 1,857 | 1,806 [ 1,054 || 1,934 | 1,850 | 2,086 | 1,876 1,906 | 3,018 | 1,880 | 1,886
ond ,, | 2131 |27356 2,183 | 20100 [ 2,115 | 21169 || 2,000 | 2,047 2192 |2)001 | 2144 |2lo7e |2le77 | 3l079
3rd ., |2135 |20400 12171 | 20156 | 21167 2104 12,307 [ 2,201 |2l440 | 220 2272 | 2304 |IE70 | 8067
sth (2036 | 2291 [2,098 | 2,107 | 2,107 |2094 | 2,815 [2,267 | 2,917 |2)i72 | 2]187 | 2202 | 2,174 (2]182
1920 g
Jenuary .. |1,8317[ 2,112 11,781 f1,8t2 1,838 {1,886 |1,050 1,350 | 2,020 | 1,800 [1,000 11,092 | 1,852 | 1,882
February .. {1,896 | 2,137 [1.887 | 1835 (1,854 | 1,042 [ 1)013 | 1,866 | 5039 |1)802 | 1'088 | 1,004 | 1,801 | 1'802
March . .. |1.004 [Z'206 [ 1,084 | 1,022 (1,056 121033 | 1,240 | 1,860 | 2,040 | 1576 |20010 | 1,921 | 2,890 | 1,903
Aprit .. 2083 13334 15,085 | 2070 2088 | 2,134 || 21025 11,922 | 2,108 | 1907 | 2.085 | 1,006 | 2,084 | 2.008
ay 1 2hsn |20 |Zass [ 2100 |2118 | 2,160 | 2,005 | 2,084 | 21188 [ 2,038 | 2132 | 2)080 | 2,049 | E.054
June ' .. 120181 [z421 2170 (2120 {21145 |2:214 [ 2,140 | 2l003 | 2)282 | 2i058 | 2ie14 | 2138 | 2177 | 2as
Tuly 112182 | 2458 | 21106 | 20246 (2168 | 525e 2,231 | 2192 | 21425 | 20145 | 20207 | 2231 | 2068 | 2360
August .. |27113 2375 2150 [ 2342 2,169 {2171 12,208 | 2,270 | 2,448 | 2,253 | 2,293 | 2203 | 2086 | .264
Beptember | 2,110 12304 2,167 | 21181 |2,184 12174 52,395 2400 | 2478 12576 127935 | 20387 | 2297 | 2980
Qctobar. .. | 2006 | 2352 | 2188 | 2172 | 20157 [2056 | 2,388 | 21305 | 2.502 | 2,333 | 2,224 | 2,383 | 5,993 | Eege
November.. 11.900 | 227a | 2,073 [ 2,070 | 21074 | 2] 5314 {9,271 | 2,408 | 2102 | 2163 | 2287 | 2,162 | 2170
December | 20020 | 2244 | 2,038 {2077 | 2,080 [ 2,070 l2,24s 2,134 | 2,542 12,080 | 2,173 | 2204 2138 20148

Fndex-numbers for each of the months of 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915 ore given on pp. 33-§ ol Labour Report,
Ko, ¢; for'1918 on pp. 371-3 of Lahonr Beport No..7; for 1917 on pD. 32-4, Labour Repors No. 8; for
1918 on-p .vss-as-of—mgom-lleport Ho. 9 and for 1919 on pp. 36-38 of Labow Report No.-10.

* Bee [ootnote on page 37. '
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Retaic Prices, Housk Rexw, axb PurchasinG-Power or Moxky 41

House Rents. Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average
of 8ix Capital Towns in 1811 as Base (= 1000).—cont.

QUERNSLAND—INDEX-NUMDERS, | SOUTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS.
R R ATt =T R I R v
4 L8 oo £ ge‘:l & -'=8 @ = gv‘
] g - ] A, = 2% 8%,
£ 08 | ii(gz|F |89% 3 (Bes 4§ 8% 122
z E1-E- = B9
s . 3 2162 g g2l Egé’ B AT
H = = 4 =
i 804 l 800 | 705 &by ! 803! 797 (L1180 576 Vit 650 | 803 | 1,087
1013 2638 ThL ki 592 719 | 814 | 1,125 | ¢ 786 678 | 903 |1,083
1014 agz ‘ 7581 762 |, 580 | 6597 820 (1,040 | w02 724 | 22
1915 859 | 744 760 | 536 | 620 | 5305 22 | 412 | G615 718 | 548 01
1916 847 | TO5 | Too | 5B4 1 €421 706 Y 660 | 78D | T3l 740 | 898
1m7 354 724 786 | 832 | Tl 815 Q3% | 0L | 324 714 760 | 428
1018 1) 05 s | v TTFL 8h0 | L o2 T46 | ATE 729 ikl a7
1919 0834 831 | BOT | 7OL| Bl | 921 L1021 701 | o6 | 7081 83111008

193 1,0621. 965 . 826 { 31| B84, 0I5 (11216 | 820 | 961 | 40 | $11 1162

1912 1st Qir.| 8027 820 ( 660 611 | 802 TIT f1,165 | h8G | T4 a4 805 11,601
. 2nd L, B04 | 829 690 600 | 765 | 777 || 1,172 58O | 724 | G4l ans 1,097
e ,, | 200 781 7100} 597 012 | 780 | L1860 ) 537 7337 652 | B05 | 1,086

4h ,, | 802 780 783 | 507 7az 773 || 1,145 | 584 737 807 706 | 1,676

1018 1st Qte| 840 | 770 | 748 | 387! 782
2nd ,, £60 763 T80 504 752 5
3rd .| 860 737 | 700 | 595 | 715 ) 812
ath | 8o1] 728 | 763 | 503, 647 | 830

1014 let Qbc| BS2 ' 740 | 757 088 1 647 | 824 111,075 | 570 | 823 | 703 | 038 {1,023
2ad

1015 1st Qtr. Sgg l 738 | 767 | 587 | 627 | BO< 942 . 5BB ( 607 | 713 | 865 809
2 .

1014 1st Qir.| 811 730 ¥52 | 58D 30| VO3 828 1 651 | OB | TE7 | T6O{ &94
ond L, { 844 | TOO| 770 | 5853 630 | 795 029 | 661 | 764 733 | 760 | 808
Srd L, | S48 | &Y 7O 635 ) 024 gl 631 ( 661 | Sy | 734 760 008
4th ,, | 893 T10 ¢ 770 | 5B5 | GB3 | S04 034 | 660 | B13 | 732 t 760 | 905

1017 18t Qtr. | 835 7 780 620 | 084 033 677 | 818 T3 760 921

-
=
=
=
15
-1
o
-4
w
-1
T
=
=)
=
A
1w
i
[
—
=
=
-
=1
0
(5]

947 | 731 | 782 [1,020

1010 Ist Qe | 004 | B80T | Y00 T0A 05 1 BDE 1083 | TAB{ W47 | 08 | B2D (1,45
Znd ,, w0 | 815 803 TO0 1 BOH | 404 |jlall 781 067 08 | 881 | 1,070
srd . By | 836 | 804 TOO B2 631 AT Iid ] 80| 84 708 1 86l {14073
4th ,, |1043] 878 320 706 | 813 | 962 11,12 Bld | 084 708 | 861 [1,082

0ol 1ot Qe | 1,035 951 820 T3 861 074 11,154 205 | M4 T34 287 | 1,100
nd o, (1059 039 [ £26 T34 885 1 493 1,204 1 810 964 740 02 | 1,ib3
rq ., (L0664 973 | 826 28 | B0y 009 1,245 | &27 oG4 1 TE0 B1% {1,188
ath ,, |1,081 | 989 832 TR | 8O0 (1,004 [ 1,261 a0 | Mol 746 | 048 | 1,204

*5ee Remarks re House Rents on p. 30 .
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House Rents, Index-Numbers for Each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average
of Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base {= 1000)—cons.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUXBERS. | TASMANIA—]NDEX- N GMDENS, & g §
i |oBg] & | o e g g E8|ZEs
£ by - -
£ (28| E | § |38, ¢ g | & | § |348 =4 | 388
% § |25 A 2 ‘35"- 2 , 8 g (8CE) S513.F
Pleigsa| a8 8 L E
=
MO © a8 @ GIAH
1912 880 243 767 674 (1,033 | 366 329 810 450 201 507 700 ] 1,083 994
1613 928 786 814 808 (1,077 1 /02 887 82 442 204 657 804 1,118 | 1,042
1914 414 770 T 07 11,117 270 914 BAT 335 251 Hi4 82 | 1,135 | 1,064
1015 848 800 757 641 V06 834 e 874, 290 44 673 8§49 [ 1,081 1,008
tule g6 8333 732 567 070 351 023 393 Eat 203 GE0 244 | 1,080 008
17 874 a6 708 537 053 852 HAD| ank 288 anh o2y 52 | 1,008 11,08
s [543 833 06 2 020 857 058 od0 B 02 a1y a5 11,143 11,088
1919 e a6 TO5 533 B34 881 1,134 481 13 q05 ] 60U 976 1 1,137
1920 006 | 852 ) 752 619 974 | 944 (1373|1086 | 34 7| 819 71,143 11,833 [1,261
1912 18t Qe 850 865 721 875 11,000 ) 847 412 221 450 301 1, 62 701 | 1,025 | 962
2nd ,, | 869 BG5S 727 875 1,009 | B854 817 821 450 301 562 764 1,068 089
ark L, | 900 830 785 870 } 083 379 B41 810 450 287 6563 T¢2 | 1,088 | 1,013

4th | 013 | 814 | 798| 877 020 834 B47 | 324 | 451 | 273 | 54D | V79 1,033'1,010
1

i ' '

- F N
1913 16t Qer| 014 ) B30 | 811 | 682 (1,083 | 891 || ooz ses| 461 264 | 558 s00 !1,102 |1,028
2nd . 1,082 | 886 || 8881 825 461 | 2ed | 550 | 802 (111Y 1041
ard .| 930 774 | 215 @97 {1080 | 891 | 884 | s27 | 461 | 264 552 | oo '11z0 | 1048
Ath | 947| 760 | SL4) TI61084| 900 | 901 828 383 264! 563 806 ;1135 1,085
! :
! . : |

i 1

1914 1st Qor.| 9211 764 | 705 | 712 |1,130; 885 || 904 | 834 376 | 204 | 560 | 809 {1,135 | 1,056
2nd L1 9230 7701 795 | 724 (1,351 886 ) oLl ] sa3 | 348 | 248 | 622 | @17 11,148 [ 1048
Brd | 017 | 70| TH5 ! To2 (1377 | BRET (| 910 | 850 | 1% | 248 | 638 | 825 | 1,147 | 1,087
ath | 8067 770 | 775 | 690 (1,011 | 862 || @2¢ | 856 | 305 | 244 | 636 | 827 | 1,110 [1,087

1016 1st Qtr.l 860 | 806 ] 756 | 093 |1,010] as1 | 023 856 | s00 | 244 | 686 | 827 |1,0881
and | 843 | 817 | 753 | o658 | 092 | 833 || o290 887 300 | 244 | 686 | 843 |L081 |1,
3ul .| 8301 804 | 750 | 641 | 98T | 826 O | 887 | 300 | 244 | 686 | 543 {1,078 |1
ah | ssz| eo7 | 750 | s72 | e8| 827 || 031 8V |.207 | 244 | 686 ] 844 [2,077 |1

1016 sk Qir| B70 | B38| 738 H60 [ 078 | 852 020 | RH2 ) 2004 210 | 680 | 838 | 1,077 | 1,004
2ud ,, 860 | -837 | 734 | 569 | 06p | sil .| 24| 808 | 2oL | 2t0| o860 [ 841 1,078 (1,008
ard ,, 63 | 839 | 73a | s7oy ov2 | s51 | 928 | msoz | s0v| 210 6836 | =43 11,080 | 110
aih 808 | 830 | 710 sne | 939 | 84 240 | 801 ] 300 { 210 0686 : 840 {1,084 | 1,014

17 1st Qer | 8721 835 1 711l s424 oesm | AsL | o4s | se2. sot | 198 | 428 | 418 01,002 (1,021
2nd,, | 872 887 | 707 | 4z 950 | 8SL N 9511 893 | 200 | 180 628 | 831 1,002 |1.02)
rd ,, | 874 | 832 vo7 | au6] o030 352 o033 | R9a | BQ | 190 | 626 S3% ;10001007
At . | 873 ) BIT | TOB | 320 | 932 | $53 § 50| S0 | IO ) 205 b26 | 835 11,109 | 1,036

1018 st Qui, | 883 | 827 | 708 | 4930 028 [ 854l 041 ] obe o 2oz 198 | 021 | w1121 |'L04'?
2nd ,, | BBS | B4 TOL g 0G| 92B L OBL6 ) 041 | 97 | 209 ] 198 646 | 852 1,133 | L068
sid | 883 | 834 706 | 408 | 28 [ sse f o0s | w0 | 313 | 208 [ ets | 75 [TMae |Lo7s
4ch o | 880 | B3¢ TOR [ s ) 042 | BeL [ o7z | 0a8 | 213 | 207 | sle | 333 |1170 1,004

1910 1st Qbr | 018 | B36 | 705 ( 510] 026 | $77 41061 | 061 304 | 207 | e16 | 932 ,1,189 1,118
*ognd L, | 913 | 836 Fos| sos] oux ! 37311087 orp| al4 | 20| 568 us0 11204 (1120
Spd . | 013 | 838 |-705 | 588 | ose| 3vo ['TITs ) oa2 | w12 | zoo | 508 | 9ue '1916 11188
At L, 4 026 | B38( 705 | 577 | 054 830 (1214} 090 12| 202 | 598 1.023 [ L1248 (11N
|
1920 15t Qtr.| 081 | 867 | 714 | 599 | 086 | 921 11,505 {1,008} 343 ] 1961 o4 1006|1285 11208
2od -, | 983 | g4e | TL4 | 601 073 | WS 0381077 | s6a | 1061 017 11,124 | 1,821 | 1,238
$d o |L,019] 819 782 | 620 080 | 961 1414 11,10F | Mo | WE| Gk \,171’13&1 1285
At (1020 | 840 | 796 | 653 [ 981 | 962 |42 |13 | 4ué | 193 1 622|180 1,379 {1204
H )




Rerarn PricEs, House RENT, anp PUrcHasiva-Power or Mosey.

Purchasing-Power of Money.

-

(Food,

@roceries

43

and House Rent Combined).

Price Index-Numbers* for each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average for
Six Capital Towns in 1911 ag Bage (= 1000).

l N.2.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS, \ ViCTORIA—INDRX-NUMBERS,
| s | [ L g . . . ..
o = = | B B - ] & u B
SRR NS R IR AR AR RRAE T
14 B m: 3 =2 gghil o2 = e
EAEREE IR N F AR
12 1, ’ . ' . !
1 11,148 -:lbailoso 1,042 ] 019 |1,125 11,055 | 914 | o206 | oos | o35 [1093
1918 1178 1 086 | 1,110 1,087 | 050 | 1,155 [[1,061 | 865 [ 000 | 072 | 9034 (1,023
1914 1,208, 904 1,068 (1,130 | 987 | 1,179 || 1,105 | 904 | 922 | 1,012 | 950 | 1,073
1915 | 1323 | L147 | 0BT | 274 | 1,104 | 1,295 | 1,277 | L111 | 1,110 | 1182 | 1,157 | 1,240
1016 1,804 F1008 1282 110850 120078 [ 1,370 L1309 [ 1,126 | 10118 | 17238 | 1,385 1,279
1017 407 11,222 110315 [ 1,338 (1,195 {1,383 |[ 1,294 [ 1083 | 1,003 | 1,221 | L1168 | L.262
1918 1427!1,209 1521 | 17382 [ 20210 | 1408 || 1340 | 10107 (17139 | 12383 {1,203 | 1311
10196 11,580 117493 1 1,400 | 1,824 {1,340 | 1,562 |[ 1481 117198 [ 1,215 i1 547 | 10310 | 1ase
1920|1847 ;1,786 1,712 11,836 {1,605 | 1,831 (1,399 | 1,558 | 1,558 | 1,623 | 1,640 | 1,747
. , J
|

1912 15t Qtr.1,080 ° 001 {1,022 989 | 857 [1,040 | 987 | 865 | 858 ( 037 | 500 | 066
ond ,, 11,123 923 | 1040 | 1,011 | 895 |1.000 {1,041 | 901 | 922 | 981 | 929 |1,020
3rd ., 11,200 | 997 |1,108 (1,045 | 950 [1,181 | 4,105 | 930 | 062 [1,031 | 939 [1.083
b {1104 1000 10140 | 15123 | e65 | 10171 |j1l086 | 952 | o6B |1/038 | 063 1,085

b

1913 1t Qir|L,171° 080 11,093 1,086 | 035 [1,148 ||1,0490 | 878 | 923 | 092 | 940 1,026
and -, |1,192 11,001 |17130 |1,120 | 956 [1,170 j|1,050 | £78 | 020 | o84 | 047 (1,033
srd o |1)176 © 988 11,105 | 1,074 | 964 |1,153 |{1.053 | 257 | 886 | Dez | 930 |1,028
ah o [0174 . 077 110111 1,069 | 056 | 1,151 [| 1,043 | 846 | 867 | 947 | 920 |1.012

[}
L3

014 let Qtr,! 1,201 . , 79 1L, R /

1 11,20 976'_!109 1,302 | 070 {1,174 || 1,086 | 870 | 891 | 852 | 040 {1,084
gad 11,214 (1,001 1,158 11,142 [1,008 | 1,190 11,128 | 907 | 936 [1,040 1 965 11095
ard 1,208 'pos . 1,125 |1)129 [ oss |1,183 || 1,120 | 020 [ 932 {1,020 | 964 (1088
ath . 1,208 1,001| 370 11,146 | 975 |1.169 ||1106 | 920 | 030 [1035 | 980 |1077

. !
\ -
1 1

915 1ot Qtr. 1,2 . . , . . 1, 1, .

1 1,220 '1,000 1 968 1,160 |1,012 [1,201 || 1,147 | 970 | 976 11,065 | 1,008 |1,118
snd ,,J1.259»1,005 1,068 11,217 | 1,056 {1,234 || 1,261 | 1,004 (1,088 |1,165 | 1,135 [1,232
apd 11,408 11,213 1,284 (1,846 17,173 1,376 (1,877 (1,219 {1,230 {1,278 {1,271 {1,352
gth ), F1,400 11209 | 1,181 |1,364 | 1,172 {1,372 ([1,322 |1,162 | 1147 1,287 | 1.214 (1,205

| ;

1016 1s6 Qted 1,419 1,299 11,813 1,336 | 1,172 1 1,389 || 1,337 | 1,148 | 1,151 | 1,254 | 1,208 | 1,304

Q

< ond ,, 18398 | 1,202 | 1,263 1,362 1 1,185 § 1,368 || 1,319 [ 1,146 | 1,136 | 1,558 | 1,196 {1,281
Srd 0| 1388 [1,212 | 1,325 | 1,361 | 1,180 | 11368 | 1,300 | 1,116 | 1,005 | 1,224 | 1,183 | 1,260
4th o 11,874 110197 1,827 {1341 [ 1,176 | 1,364 | 1,280 | 1,092 {1,002, 1,195 | 1,153 [ 1,249

]I I
1017 1st Qtr. | 1,381 . 1,211 {1,322 1,352 {1,178 [ 1,304 |} 4,280 | 1,083 {1,077 | 1,213 11,150 [1,249
Q
ond o, 1886 1,217 11,331 11,324 | 1,682 | 1,366 || 1,283 [ 1,084 1,300 |1,282 11,171 {1,258
gra & {10434 1,220 1,208 [ 1,322 | 10107 { 1406 [ 1,300 | 1,078 | 1,00¢ 1,221 | 1,172 {1,266
$eh 11425 20283 110808 110394 10208 | 1,900 11,308 | 1,087 (1,088 | 1,210 | 1,169 | 1,273
1
1
1948 Ist Qbr, | 1,424 | 1,239 11,328 11, 1,206 (1,400 (| 1,526 12,102 (1,126 {1, AT5 | 12
24 1,239 {1,528 | 1,385 (1,20 0 ! 211,126 {1,237 {1,175 | 1 202
and |, | 1428 [ 1,268 | 1,364 | 13361 |11217 {1,407 1,346 [ 1,112 11,181 {1,250 {1,208 |1,312
ard , [1408 1281 1,298 [1,351 | 1,108 |1,38¢ (11,339 | Lo06 |1,134 1,222 | 1,200 | 1,302
ath b (L4490 1,817 (1,204 110300 (10210 1,428 || 1,383 {1,118 (1,195 | 1,225 | 1,22k | 1,340
| .

1910 18t Qbr. | 1,525 | 1423 | 1,364 | 1,486 | 1,300 | 1,506 |' 1,436 | 1,150 | 1,176 | 1,202 | 1,261 | 1,302
and ,, [1,568 11,455 | 1,300 [ 1,404 {1,327 | 1,647 | 1,451 1 17163 [ 1,104 | 1,317 | 1,260 | 1,400
scd o, 1,571 11,503+ 1419 31,310 | 13343 [ 1,555 | 1,472 | 1,193 | 1,216 | 1,349 | 1,308 | 1,428
ith ., [1,658 | 1,561 1,514 {1,596 | 1,201 | 1,641 |, 1,567 | 1,276 | 1,274 | 1,421 | 1,412 {1,519

! !

1020 Jab Qtr } 1,785 [ 1,840 | 1,547 11,685 | 1,454 | 1,715 | 1,560 {1,325 | 1,331 11,453 [ 1,436 | 15%0
ond ,, [1.820 1,728 [ 1,704 | 1,761 [ 1,572 [1,804 ) 1,768 | 2527 | 1,520 11,598 | 1,579 [ 1,717
srd L. 1,937 (1,837 | 1,795 | 1,079 [ 1,704 | 2,021 |[1,934 1,711 | vie68 | 1,728 | 1,765 | 1,900
ith ., !1,804 {1,859 [1,801 | 1,010 | 1,727 ;1,888 |/1,802 | 1,675 ; 1,622 {1,711 | 1,778 | 1,850

L

* Bee footnote on page 37.

+ See romarks r¢ Houss Hent on page 49.



44 Reran Pwmicrs, House Bexr, axn Purcuasing-Power oy Moxgy.
Purchasing-Power of Money. (Food, Groceries and House Rent combined.)\
Prico Index-Numbers* for each of Thirty Towns, with Weighted Average for

Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Bage (=1000).—cont.

QUEENSLAND—INDEX-N UMBERS. S0UTH A USTRALIA —INDEX-NUMBERS.
. | B . 3l 5 |21 % .
- - o . -1 O .- o - .2 "
] i 24| o go a2 : = §o
IEERE R IR (R R AL
DB | 85035 ¢ |32Rl 5 (35| ¢ | S izpigee
o b =]

a2 2 | B F=gy) = \Me=| 2 s B
1012 079 | 977 062 11,008 | 1,004 | 081 |/ 1,157 ' 017 .11,004 | 874 1,014 ;1,126
1918 969 | D24 | 0ap | 957 | 928 | 950 /1,121 | 018 1,000 1,024 11,098
1014 7 250 938 | 088 012 | D88 ;1,143 | 960 | 1,055 { 028 |1,124 | 1,122
1016 1,162 | L1338 | 1,164 {1,151 {1,067 | LI5S || L,25% 1,130 |1,172 | 1,100 | 2,234 [ 1,243
1016 1,188 | 1,133 | 1,216 | 13182 | 1,102 | 1,185 | 1,285 ; 1,201 (1,261 | 1,165 | 1,251 {1,276
1917 L8 | (100 | 1,363 §1,187 11,024 | 1,172 || 1,245 . 1,183 [ 1,260 | 1,132 | 1,226 | 1,230
18 1,252 1,208 | 1,220 1 1L.277 { 1,240 [ 1,237 ]11,3356 1,287 | 1,820 | 1,176 | 1,253 {1,324
1919 L442 11,302 | 1408 | 1,454 11,398 | 1,434 | 1,408 - 1,330 | 1,924 { 1,222 | 1,300 | L a4y
1920 1,645 | 1,578 ; L557 | 1,587 11.583 1,619 || 1,766 i 1,671 [ 1,630 | 1,468 | 1,607 | 1.728

g
-
-
%

1912 15t Qer] 975 | 908 | 970 11,084 | 995 | ¢ 838

2nd ,, | 976 | 0BO | 980 | 1,000 i 085 079 |11,157 © 918 11,006 ! 882 0900 | 1,126

grd 1 984 | 0541 955 11001 ]1,058 081 111,188 ! 0356 11,000 | 804 |2,082 {11468

dth | 0B4 | 866 | 067 | 1,010 1 945 082 11,184 043 |5,017 ] 904 | 1,080 |1,185
i

1913 1st Qtr.| 56 | 920 f 934 { 068 | 040 | 051 (/1,183
2

- )

1914 Ist Qo] 977 | 9881 905 | 950 { 008 | 6o 11,118 013 (1,022 ] 866 |1,072 |1,
nd . | 000 | 928 | o73 | o3| s08 | o7o ||1a7a ! oad |1086 | 026 {1147 |1
ged o, (1,005 943 | epd | 0781 o012 | 903 ||1,i56 @ 081 |1,103 | 932 (1. 11
4th ,, (1,012 | 002 |1,014 11,020 | 930 | 1,018 {1,122 1 057 [1,000 | 040 |1,120 )11

]

145 1s6 Qbr.) 1,053 | E026 | 1,068 | 1,070 | 077 | 1,061 |j 1,102 | 1,024 (1,075 | 003 | 1,152 11,145
2ng o, 11,132 [ 1,311 11,118 [1,185 | 1,060 (1,1 1,287 11,186 (1, 1,117 11,248 {1,
Sed ,, |1,208 1,183 |1,173 | 1,163 | 1,000 | 1,104 |( 1,8 1,220 | 1,235 (1,177 | 1,304 | 1,310
4th ,, (1,255 | 1,212 [ 1,200 |1, 1,133 | 1.246 || 1,282 | 1,174 | 1,212 | 1,148 | 1,234 | 1,2

1016 1st Qto.| 2,250 | 1,218 11,280 | 1,227 {1,158 | 1,252 Hl 1,205 | 1,208 |1,288 |1
and ,, | 1,205 | 1,144 | 1,347 | 1,200 {27107 {17201 | /300 | 17220 |1/283 (1’
ard o | 1147 [1,090 {1260 [ 1142 | 1065 (1,141 [| 1,278 | 1202 | 1256 |1
4th , [ 1,140 {1,083 11,160 [ 1,340 | L,O7Y ]1,135 § 1,257 | 1,188 [1,251 11

! -
1017 156 Qbr. | 1,146 [ 1,065 | 1,138 | 1,103 11,008 | 1,137 1,201 | 1,200 11,289 11,128 [1,231 |1 268

g, | 1162 {1,005 1,158 11,181 | 1006 | 1,154 {1,257 | 1216 {1,285 1,142 | 1,246 | 1262
Ted o, PLI8H L1264 1,071 3,188 | 1,142 111180 11221 (1471 | h2ss 11122 [yoes |1ne

$tho,; 1225 | 1170 [ 1100 [1215 1,101 {1216 | 1,242 117383 | 10267 | 17154 1,219 ] 123
1018 18t e, [ 1,210 [ 1,133 | 1,107 | 1,294 {1,188 [ 1,208 || 1,208 [ 1,281 1,202 | 160 | 1,252 {1,287
2nd ,, | 1,237 11,008 | 1,214 [1,866 | 3,200 11220 11,364 {1,330 11,315 1,101 | 1,269 {1,348
Bid ., 1,254 | 1,234 |1.215 | 1,286 | 1,287 [ 1,250 || 1,882 | 1,220 | 1,305 11,177 | 1,238 1,510
4en 5, 11,800 | 1207 (1, 1,175 | 1,205 [ 1,238

o |
270 11,331 {1,204 | 1208 || 1,343 {1,252 1.359‘
}
!

1919 st Qir | 1,308 | 1,386 | LOYE | 1,400 1 1,870 11,308 ;11,418 | 1,282 11,405 [ 1,194 | 1,330 | 1,402
and ,, |1,401 | 1,369 | 1,380 1,430 | 1,374 [ 1307 [ 1,459 | 1,803 | 1,411 | 1,200 | 1,560 | 1,430
Brd ,, | 1,424 [ 1,373 {1,380 | 1,400 {1382 | 1,418 || 1,465 ' 1,320 | 1,405 | 1,221 [ 1,362 | Li4ad
ath ., | 1,543 | a70 | 5490 | 1406 | 1,455 | 1,526 |[ 1,631 « 1,40% | 1476 | L.271 | 1,420 | 1,513

: -

1020 tae Qbr. | 1,010 | 1,577 [1,555 | 158 {1,518 [1,508 |[ 6,585 | 1,435 11,488 | 1,207 [ 1,474 | 1,562
Sud ,, | 1,652 [1,575 {1,560 | 1,543 | 1,574 [ 1,622 L ;763 11,544 | 1,607 | 1,341 [ 1010 | L1723
3ed |, {1,877 [1,803 | 1,677 1 1,565 | 1,804 | 1,848 [ 1,208 | 1,800 | 17714 L 1500 | 1,680 | 1:837
ath 1687 1,547 { 1,544 [ 1540 | 1,575 | 1,609 ln,sw,l,aqs 1,700 | 1563 | 1,654 {1,701

4 ] -

* Hee footnote on page 37. t See remarks r& Honse Rent on page 40,



ReTarL Prmices, House RexT, avp Purcnasing-Power oy Moxey.

Purchasing-Power of Money.

43

{Food, Groceries and Houge Rent Combined.)

Price Index-Numbers* for each of Thirly Towns, with Weighted Average for
§ix Capital Towns in 1911 as Base {=1000)—con",

l WESTERN AUSTRALIA—TNDEX-NUMBERS. TASMANIA«u} RDEX-N UMBERS. we i %
: T i —— BB .80
| p E'E' . g . 8 RN 2 1
s | £ 3B 8 S |%e 525§ §|E¥E uzlead
E8 (353 2% (gE 50 B g § B 3EE BEigee
! SR L B R B S S L
I @
- : ———
i T Ty T T - T T
1,154 [1,834 [ 1,123 | 1,104 | §,255 (1,191 |'1,042 | 999 052 827 H38 !1012 1,101 ; 1,%0
[1.123 1,270 | 5,101 [ 1,082 | 1,850 11,158 || LOS3 | o071 923 804 939 1,104 |1, 11}
L1438 | 1,201 (1,104 | 1,111 | 1,315 | L1756 | L0200 | 1,014 | 808 813 | 1,021 1,140 ' 1,113
1,222 11,308 11,204 11,103 | 1,386 1 L,261 { 1,283 | 1,190 L0481 981 1 1.9 1,278 * 1,266
206 |1, L226 [ 1,214 | 1,872 | L297 || L2758 | 1,253 | 1,005 | 1,034 | 1,260 1,324 1,301
1,2'_16 1,408 [ 1,185 (1,195 1,349 (1,275 || 1,301 | 1,268 | 1,083 11,034 11228 1,318 1,204
1,230 [ 1,303 | 1,161 | 1,144 | 3,323 | 1267 | 1,354 | 1,310 | L 15 1.040]1.279 1,362 1,336
1,120 | 1,545 | 1,513 | L.30% 11,425 (1,438 || 1,496 (1,400 {1,222 | 1,105 | 1357 L510 l 1481
817 | 1,708 | 1,528 | 1,486 | 1,821 | 1,627 837 (1,692 , 1,493 l,auo]l,ssl 1,785]1.753
|
1912 at Qt.r‘l 1,116 {1,333 [ ;0468 | 1,082 | 1,203 | 1,160 978 030 207 761 933 1,038 ' 1,023
' . 1, 1,126 | 1,286 1, B f L
2 o | L1184 [ 1,373 146 2 2 222 41,0101 9091 937 8061 080 1,087 : 1,088
" l1,176 [ 1,328 | 1,150 | 1,120 | 1,291 | 1,210 |i1,093 | 1,023 088 | B46 1017 1,148[1,190
" ‘ 1,k43 | 1,306 | 1,130 { 1,087 | 1,285 ;1,177 11,107 | 1,030 | 097 | &94 ' 1022 1,130 Fl, 19
H ; :
!
18t Qtr“ 1,126 (1,284 11,008 [ 1,075 {1,252 (1,150 || 1,053 | 964 931 805 * 983 1,101 '1,073
Li4s | 1,272 | 1,121 1,001 [1,278 | 1,17 ,004 1 1,012 L117 {1,
d ] b9 2 2 {1,086, a8 4T 819 711,083
" |
o | 1,418 11,274 | L1100 | 1,067 | 1,261 | 1,152 W63 | 179 935 812 , 986 1,103 | 1,078
71,128 [ 1,249 | 1,085 | 1,076 {1,251 [ 1,140 |[1,041 | 950 | 809 | 782 975 1,084 {1,071
st Qtrd 1,112 11,245 {1,080 [1,0768 {1,288 {1,141 || 1,056 | ova . 887 786 , 087 1,117 | 1,090
o | 1,143 | 1,268 [ 1,101 | 1,108 § 1,514 | LL70 || LOOD | 1,014 ' B97 804 1,029 1,154 | 1,127
o [L164 | 1.314 | 1,125 | 1,191 11,357 [ 4,197 11,091 [L,025 | 891 | 828 1084 1180 11,124
» 11,152 11,834 | 121 | 1,131 {1,301 {1,191 || 1,112 | 1,041 i 214 834 1,034 1,140 1,113
. i |
! o |
ot Gor.| 1,198 [ 1,361 | 1,172 | 1,168 11,350 11,231 || 1,141 | 1,078 | 934 | 867 11,088 1,174 11,151
2nd ,, (1,235 | 1,304 | L211 | 1,211 | 1,402 [ 1,270 || 1,214 [1,150 | 1,012 933 1,179 1,247 {1,228
ard | 1,255 | 1,439 | 1,287 1,238 1,413 | 1,208 i 1,290 {1,265 | 1,182 |1,071 ! 1,271 1,358 11,333
11,206 (1,200 [ 1,188 | 1,170 | 1,370 | 1,248 || 1,286 | 1,262 | 1,114 | 1,083 ! 1,208 1,333 11,310
- r
- |
lat Qir.| 1,243 | 1,418 [ 1,206 | 1,183 { 1,300 | 1,2 1,317 | 1,278 | 1,116 | 1,045 | 1,278 1,350 . 1,986
2nd ,, | 1,278 | 1,419 {1,219 | 1,208 { 1,386 | 1,305 || 1.296 [ 1,274 {1,116 11,050 ;1,284 333 | 1,310
o | LEST | 1485 ] 1,258 [ 1,257 | L,876 | 1,318 || 1,850 | 1,286 | 1;087 {1,082 | 1,256 1,516 | 1,
» {1262 | 1,402 [ 1,219 {1,206 [ 1,335 | 1,282 || 1,342 | 1,224 | 1,062 [ 1,005 ; 1,2 1,200 | 1,279
i i
1017 Ist Qbr. | 1,242 [ 1,377 | 1,191 [1,104 {1,342 1,260 || 1,268 | 1,245 {1,086 | 1,004 {1,108 1.30211.279
o | 1,274 1,398 | L217 | 1,280 | 1,851 1,207 || 1,265 | 1,243 | 1,068 1,021 !1,213 1300 11,287
v 1,284 11300 | 1,371 {1,204 | 1,345 (1,267 (11,205 [1,258 | 1,078 | L1041 ' 1,236 1,328 11,301
athe ,, |1,232 |1,424 {1,166 (1,136 | 1,350 11,260 |[1,877 | 1,28% {1,122 [1,008 1,264 1,334 1,310
1
|
|
1918 1st Qtr. (1,235 | 1,425 1,164 [ 1,120 | 1,341 [ 1,268 |j 1304 | 1,304 | 1,125 11,081 1,264 1,345 | 1,320
2ud ,, 11,268 (1,308 1,188 |1,170 | 1,344 | 1,200 {1,356 {1,310 | 1,160 | 1,045 * 1,266 1,365 | 1,530
oo (1,280 [ L3732 £1,152 11,145 (1,307 11,256 [ 1,337 | 1,302 ' 1,147 (1,014 , 1,270 1,349 1 L3848
,» 11,223 11,386 1,140 | 1,123 (1,302 | 1,262 ({1,366 {1,324 [ 1,156 |1,041 ]1,239 1,387 :1,359
i
1919 1st Qir, | 1,283 [ 1410 | 1.180 | 1,145 | 1,319 { 1202 || 1,434 | 1,344 | 1,187 | 1.040 | 1,326 1,454 , 1,426
2nd ,, | L4560 | 1570 12,539 (1,203 | 1,407 { 1,471 || L440 | 1,476 | 1,107 | 1,075 11,335 1,491 11.408
po | LB0Z | 1.807 [ 1,389 {1,419 | 1406 | 1,514 [ 15501 | 1,411 | 1,218 | LO92 " 1,343 1,506 | 1,480
ho,, 1,436 | 1,601 {1330 | 1,370 | L,4a® | 1,463 || 1600 | 1,506 | 1,284 | 1,204 1,408 .1.58'?’1.558
| }
1120 1s4 Qbr. | 1,518 | 1,621 | 1,430 [ 1,240 | 1,514 | L5630 || 1676 | 1,332 | 1,340 | 1,186 | 1,42 1,836 | 1,606
o | 1,851 [ 1,783 | 1,550 11,484 } 1648 {1,861 ||1.785 | ¥,084 | 1,412 | 1,250 : ,5016 1,788 {1,734
o 1678 12,783 11,600 [ 1525 [ 1,670 11,688 [11,040 | 1,809 - 1,593 1,30:;|1,5f;4 1,891 ! 1,856
" ll,ﬁlﬁ 1805 { LS6O [ 1,500 | 1,644 | 1,620 ] 1,94% { 1,797 |'1,595 1,361 [1,5»1.-1 1,848 !1,817
4 1

* See fontnote

nn page 37,



46 Retain Prices, House RENT, AND PorcRasixe-Power oF MoNEY.

(i.} Food and Groceries (46 commodities).—Information as to varia-
tions in prices of Group T. (Groceries), Group II. (Dairy Produce), and
Group IIL. {(Meat) are collected monthly, and in the tables on pp. 37
to 39 the index-numbers for the combined expenditure on the three
groups are given at yearly, quarterly, and (for 1920) at monthly intervals,

{(ii.) House Rent.—Information as to variations in housing accom-
modation is collected quarterly, and index-numbers at yvearly and quar-
terly periods are given in the tables on pp 40 to 42. -

(iii.}y Food, Clroveries, and House Rent combined—The tables om
Pp. 43 to 45 furnish comparisons in the form of index-numbers of the
variations in the combined expenditurc on the 46 items of food and
groceries and housing accommodation at yearly and quarterly periods
- for 1912 to 1920 inclusive. Tt should be observed that the index-ninm-
bers in these tables are comparable in every respect in so far as they
relate to the capital towns with those given on page 30 for the respective
groups, and where they relate to the same period are of course identical
in both tables. Thus for the years 1912 to 1920 inclusive, the index-
numbers for the six capital towns are (as they should be) the same in
both sets of tables.

The last columns in each of the above tables refer to the weighted
average for the thirty towns. The method of computing these weighted
average index-numbers is explained in Report No. 1, page 33. The
population weights used in the computations are as follows -—

Population Weighis used in Computation of Index-Numbers in different towns
in order to arrive at the Weizhted Average Ior each State and for the
Commonwealth, with Weighted Average for all Towns as Base. .

I
Town, !
] }. t
. | | 1 |-
Sydoey | 033 Metbourne (590 -Drisbane 140 " Adelnide ‘180 |Perth, ete, 105 -Hobark | 42

Town. Town,

Welght.
Weight
Weight,

g

]

=

=
= . Town,
B .

Weight.

Newecastle | 62 |Ballarat ' 53 T*woomba . 20 |Endinpete! 12 l{alg'lic abe 3L Launceston, 25
Brken Hilly 3l Bnndigo . 44 SR’ Tanton 21 |17 Plrie il Jn.,et,c T} natows

Goulburn eelc|1u§)‘;l 'CburaTwrs 17 Mt.Gamb’ 7 llunlmry 4 [deehan | ¢
Pathorst | 9 {Wena 1‘ % Iwarwiisk ] |Poterborgh 3 |Geraldton | 4 |Beac’nsfiokd] 3

(iv.) Care to Abvoid Erroneous Comparisons—It is, of course, ob-
vious that the index-numbers given in the separate parts of the table
cannot be directly compared with each other, in order to shew the re-
lative cost of (say) house rent and groceries and food, since the weighted
average cost in 1911 is in each case made equal to 1060, although the
cost is, of course, not the same.

-

7. Relative Cost of Food and Groceries and Housing Accommodation
in Different Towns, 1920.—The figures given in the following table
shew the relative index-numbers for 1920 in the thirty towns for
which particulars are regularly collested. The index-numbers are
comparable in all respects, and further, it will he observed that the index-
numbers in the laat column of the table are identical for each town with
those given in the table on pages 43 to 45for the year1920. The first column
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gives the relative expenditure on groceries and food, The second, third,
fourth, and fifth colnmns give comparative information with regard to
expenditure on house rent for houses of four, five, and six rooms, and for
all houses respectively, while the remaining columns give similar infor-
mation for food and groceries, combined with house rent of each class
of house indicated. .

1920,—Index-Numbers, shewing Relative Cost in each of Thirty Towns, oi Food and
Groceries and House Rent {including 4, 5, and §-roomed Houzes, and all Houses),
compared with Weighted Average Eszpenditure on Groceries, Food and Rent
{(all Houses) in the Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Bage (= 1000),

GROOERIES, FOOD AND RENT,

HOUSE RENT. - INOLUDMNG HOUSES HAVIRG—

Grocer- All All
Towx. iesand | Four- | Five- { 8ix- [Houses Houges
Food. |rgomed | roomed| ropmed|Weight-| Four | Five | Six |Weight-

Housea| Housea| Houseal  ed | Rooms.|Rooms. Rooma.]  ed

- only. | only. | only. | Aver- L Aver-
. age, age.

NEw S50UTH WaiLRsS—
Sydney . ..b L268 465 543 639 531 | L731 | 1,809 | 1,905 | 1,847
ewcastle .. | L2k 363 513 B a0% | L427 | LiTe | 1,016 | 1,768
Broken 1l* ] 1,412 281 452 438 30 | L6938 ; 1,764 | 1,850 | L,712
Goulburs .. oo 1,287 330 429 G4 549 | 1,617 | L7l6 | 1,92k | 1,836
Bathurst +e - 1,245 Y4 330 138 370 488 | 1,375 | 1,471 1615

Welghted Average ..[ 1,271 444 | 529 630 60 | 1,719 l,SOUI 1,70t | 1,531

Chorters Towers .| L2368 | 2411 3081 360 | 301 1,497 | 188

VICTORTA—

Melbourne .. LfoLen 404 530 460 577 | L,620 | L74l | 1,87k | 1,788
Ballarat - | L2Es 188 275 370 333 | L4123 LU0 | 1,605 | 1,568
Bendigo o ] 1183 230 418 430 333 | L4l3 | L5001 | LG13 | 1,485
Qeelong ‘e | 1,175 212 418 51l 8 | L4ST | L5603 | 1,688 | 1623
Warrnambool L 323 427 330 #1 | 1,522 | 1,626 ! 1,719 | L840
“Weiglted Average ..| 1,200 376 402 G161 3381 L5834 L701 . L8235 | 1,747
! |
UEENSLAND— '

q Brisbane .. 1,200 235 374 480 126 | 1,404 | L3833 | 1,680 | 1645
‘Leowoomba .. L8 245 B84 40% 208 1 1,423 | 1,502 ,58% 1, YL
Rockhampion L] 1217 217 273 306 310 | 1,434 1,483 | 1,582 | 1,557
Warwick ., .| L3205 208 290 33 363 | 1,413 | L5041 1,508 | 1,568
Welghted Average ..| 1,210 260 351 349 409 | L4790 [ 1,581 1 1,659 | 1,619

SOUTH AUSTRALIA— '

Adelaide .. .. LEGe 368 41583 (1 500 | 1,624 L7440 1,882 | L7586
Moonta, ete. L 1,231 253 34 433 340 | 1,483 | LG66L ' 16401 1,571
Port Firie* .. L] 1235 350 420 457 305 | 1,585 | Less | 1,602 | 1,620
Mt. Gambier L0 1,164 221 283 36H 304 | 1,385 ¢ L4486 ' 1,538 | L4068
Paterborough Lo 1,232 280~ 873 144 375 | L5521 1,608 ! 1478 | 1,607
! 1
Welghted Average ..) 1,330 358 169 507 478 [ 1,006 | 1,719 | 1,847 | 1,728

WESTHEN ATSTRALIA—

Perth, ebs. .. 1,208 346 433 S2R | 400 | 1,554 | LG ' 1.78R | 1,617
Kalgobrhte, ote. ..l L1358 | 360 | 433 | 502 830 | L7i6 | L,704 + 1,353 [ 1,708
Mid; Junchion, ete...| L2(3 | 238 823 ( 40z 300 | 1465 | a2 | NozL | 1,523
Bunhuey .. ..p 12| 273| a2e| 8ah | 255 | 1483 | Lo30 | 1365 | 1465
Qeraldton .. .. L220] 879 aci| 683, 4oL | 1500 | 1,634 , 1803 | 1821

' 1,582 | 1,670 ' 1,753 | 1,827

Weighted Average ..| 1,180 343 431 ] 514 388

TasMANIA— . . !
Hobark . oo L273 448 538 613| 564 | 1,721 | 1,911 | 1,801 | 1,837
Launceston .. oo 1242 310 441 A1 450 | 1,552 1.6835 1,755 | 1,692
foehnn N L B339 164 221 262 134 2,508 | 1,560 § 1,60t | 1,4
Beaconafledd .| K219 a1 23 o7 311 1,280 7 1,307 , 1.314 | 1,300
Queenstown .| 1,268 258 338 302 255 | 1,520 | 1,002 } 1,628 | 142[
Welighted Average ..| 1,26t 363 461 531 470 | 16277 1,725 ! L795 ' 1,734
Commonwealth - | i
Weighted Average
80 Towos ..  ..| 1,239 | 885 | 484 | 593 | 514 | 1604 1728 | 1838 | 1,73

* Zpp Remaths on page 10 with referance to house rents,
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The weighted average for all houses is obtained separately for each
of the thirty' towns by " weighting” the rent paid for each class of house
by the number of houses in each respective class in each town.- If
houses of only one particular size are included, different results may be
obtained, This is evident when it is remembered that the distribution
of houses according to number of reoms is substantially different in
some of the towns; that is to say, there are a greater number of large,
and therefore of relatively more expensive, houses in some towns than
in others, and vice versa, and consequently the weighted average rents
" in the former class of town refer to a larger size of house than in the
latter class.  Separate results are accordingly given for the several
classes of Louses specified in the table.

The figures in the last four columns furnish results for expenditure
on groceries and food, combined with expenditure on rent, for each of
the three classes of houses indicated, and alse for the weighted average
for all houses.

Some few words as_to the proper interpretation of the preceding
table may not be cut of place.  The total cxpenditure in each town for
food and groceries, as well as the average rental paid, is multiplied
by & number representing the population of the town, and a weighted
" average expenditure for all towns is thus computed. The weights used
are given on page 46. The relative expenditure in each town for (a)
food and groceries, (b) house rents, and (¢) food, groceries, and house
rent combined. is shewn, the base of the table being the weighted aver-
age expenditure in the six capital towns for 1911 = 1000. Thus in each
horizontal line the sum of the index-number for food and groceries and
that for rent of houses of each specified size is equal to the index-number
for food, groceries, and house rent combined, taking the corresponding
house-rent group. The table is.comparable in all respescts, and in
addition shews the proportionate cost of food and groceries and of
rent. Tor example, taking the last line in the table on the preceding
page, it may be seen that taking the weighted average expenditure for
all the towns on food, groceries, and average rents to be £1753, the
expenditure on food and groceries alone is £1239 (Ist column), and the
average rental £514 (5th column), the sum of the two latter amounts
being £1753. Again, if it be desired to ascertain the relative expendi-
ture for food and groceries and rent of four-roomed houses, it will be
found the figures are £1239 and £385, which, together amount to £1624
(6th column). In addition to shewing the relative cost of food and
groceries and house reut {for different classes of houses) in each town in-
dividually, the table also furnishes comparisons as to the relative cost of
these items as between the several towns, Thus taking food and gro-
ceries only (1st column), it may be seen that commodities which would
cost £1266 in Sydney can be purchased for £1211 in Melbourne, or £1256
in Adelaide. Again, taking the combined expenditure on food, gro-
ceries, and house rent for houses of.five rooms (7th cohumn), it will be
seen that an expenditure of £1741 in Melboure is equivalent to an
expenditure of £1809 in Sydney, £1744 in Adelaide, £1794 in Kalgoorlie,
or £1684 in Geraldton.

" The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for compari-
sons as to purchasing-power of money as between any of the towns in-
cluded. Thus if it be ascertained that the average rental of five-roomed
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houses in Melbourneis, say, 20s. 1d. weekly, and the average rental of the
same class of house in Bendigois required, all that is necessary is to multi-
ply the rental in Melbourne by the index-number for five-roomed houses
in Bendigo and divide by the index-number for Melbourne (3rd ¢olumn),
20s. 1d. x $48 = 12s. 1d., which will be found to be the average rental
of ﬁve»roomed houses in Bendigo (see Appendix IL).

(i.) Food and (hroceries.—As reg&rds food and groceries it may be
seen that the weighted average of the five towns was above the weighted
average for all towns for 1920 in New South Wales, South Australia, and
Tasmania ; equal to the average in Western Australia, and lower in the
remaining States. The most expensive towns are Broken Hill in New
South Wales, and Kalgoorlie in Western*Australia, Broken Hill being 14.0
per cent., and Kalgoorlie 9.4 per cent. above the weighted average for
all towns.

(ii.) House Rent.—It will be seen that for house rents of four-roomed
houses, Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart are the most expensive towns.
For rentals of five-roomed houses, Sydney, Hobart and Melhourne
are highest, while for six-roomed houses, rentals are highest in Melbourne,
Newcastle and Sydney. Taking the weighted average of all houses,
Sydney, Melbourne and Hoebart are the most cxpensive towns, and
comparing house rents of any size of house given or of the weighted average
of all houses, Beaconsfield and Zechan, in Tasmania, are the cheapest.

With reference to house rents in Broken Hill and Port Pirie, it is
necessary to observe that for some time after the outbreak of war a number:
of houses were oocupted at purely nominal or reduced rentals by families
of which the wage-earner was out of employment. It was not until the
latter half of 1916 that enquiries elicited the fact that normal con-
ditions again obtained, In 1919 and 1920 industrial troubles in Broken
Hill caused similar conditions to obtain as in 1914-15. 1t must be borne
in mind, therefore, that for the years 1914, 1915, 1916, 1919 and 1920 the
average rents in these towns have been computed in accordance with
special investigations which have been made each guarter,

(iii.) Food and (roceries and House Rent combined.—The last column
in the foregoing table shews the relative cost according to average prices
of the commodities and housing accommeodation in each town during 1920.
It may be seen that the average cost was greatest in Sydney, followed by
Hobart, Goulburn and Melbourne. The index-number for Sydney was
5.4 per cont., Hobart 4.8 per cent., Goulburn 4.7 per cent., and Melbourne
2.0 per cent. above the weighted average cost for all towns! The cost
was least in Beaconsfield and Bunbury, 25.8 and 16.4 per cent, respectively
below the weighted average cost for all towns.

8. Purchasing-Power of Money.—In thefollowing table the average
cost for the aix capital towns in the year 1911 has again been taken as base.
This base has been taken as equal to 20s. instead of 1000 as in the former
tables. The figures shew the variations in purchasing-power of money.
from year to year in each town separately (in the vertical lines), and the
relative cost in the several towns in each year (in the horizontal lines).
It may be seen, for instance, that 20s, 7d. in Sydney in 1911 was
squivalent to 183, 4d. in Brisbane, or 19s. 1d. in Hobart; or that 35s. 2d.
in Melbourns for the second guarter of 1920 was equivajont to 15s. 6d.
in Brishane in 1901, or 22s. 6d. in Perth in 1913,
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Measurement of Change in the Purchasing-Powse of Money.—Amounts necessary
on the Average in each Year from 1801 (o 1921 (2nd Quacter) to puechase in
sach Capital Town what would have cost on the Average £1 in 1911 in the
Australian Capitals regarded as a whole*

Weighted

Year, Sydney |belb'ne. [Brishane|Adelaide| Perth. | Hobert. | Averageof 6

Capital Townos

. d.| 8 d. | 8 d.| s d.| s d] e d 8. d.

1901 g L1710 17 5116 617 320 617 6 17 7
1902 .e ../ 19 718 1(16 0|17 3721 7117 10 18 7
1643 0 .18 2117 7(15 916 921 81711 18 2
1604 e 1T B 17114 818 31201017 1 17 2
1005 .e 18 917 7315 5|17 & (2001117 @& 18 ¢
1906 .. 8 8 (17 7|16 T (171020 518 0 18 ©
1807 .e .18 8717 611611 ;17.11 |19 B8] 17 9 17 11
1808 - . Hj19 9118 6017 1|19 1120 018 & 19 0
1909 e T .l 19 8118 LjYT 0119010]19 918 0 19 0
1819 .o L1118 10|17 4|20 2|20 619 0O 12 &
1811 .. L2 TI19 0f18 4121 27122 4,19 1 20 0ot
1912 .. L1221 0210 L|1% T 23 2023 1,20 10 22 0
1913 e .23 T(21 0119 5|22 5122 6|21 1 22 1
1914 . 024 17722 1710 11| 22 10| 22 10 | 2Y 13 22 10
1818 .. L0026 625 6123 3128 2|24 5|24 8 256 7
1916 e L2710 (286 223 925 825 4|26 7 28 6
1017 28 12511 123 7|24 11| 241126 0O 26 4
1918 028 6927 025 128 8§24 927 1 27 3
1919 31 7|20 T|2810029 4|28 5| 2011 0 2
1920 36 1135 9|32 11 3% 1|32 4)36 9 3% 8B
lat Quarter 2l 4|19 9|19 22 6122 4:19 7 20 9
l912{2nd " 22 52010} 19 6 23 2|23 8)2 2| - 21 9
" 24 1122 1119 8|23 8,23 6|21 & 22 11
4th » 2310121 8,19 8|23 3|221022 2 22 7
lat " 23 6121 0190 122 822 6|21 1 22 o
1913 2nd " 23 10 (21 219 T7[2211(2211)21F 3 22 4
T 23 621 1|19 4122 4|22 4]21 1 22 1
-ith " 23 612010 1% 6{2110 |22 52010 21 11
st " 24 0321 4|18 722 4122 3|21 1 22 4
1914 2nd " 24 322 7119 9123 6|2210]22 ¢ 23 1
" 24 2122 5|20 123 2123 3|2110 23 0
4bh ” 24 1(22 1120 4122 5 (23 022 3 22 10
ist. " 2 7221121 1|23 32310 | 2210 23 8
1916 " 26 2025 3122 B(25 4|24 8|24 3 24 11
3rd ” 28 1927 624 2126 6|25 1|25 10 27 2
4th v . |28 0|26 6525 1|25 8124 1|25 9 26 8
lat ” 28 4 (26 9125 225111 |24 10|26 4 27T o
1916{2nd w 1271026 5|24 1|2 2f25 7|2611| 26 8
3rd " 27 9126 0| 2211{25 7|25 9|25 2 25 4
4th » 27 6725 T 2210,25 226 12410 26 0
1s¢ ” 27 7|25 7 (221125 3|24 10|25 4 26 0
1017 2nd . 27 9|26 923 3|26 2125 6|26 3 28 2
' 28 826 0123 9|24 6124 8| 25 11 28 7
4th " 28 6|26 2,24 6124 10|24 827 & 26 8
lat ” 28 6-(26 6|24 4|2511(24 8|27 3 2¢ 11
L1918 2nd " 28 712611124 927 3|26 4|27 1 27 4
" 28 1|26 9|25 1|28 8|24 726 9 27 0
4t.h ” 20 0|27 8|26 027 0|24 6|27 4 27 9
lat . 30 6128 02711128 4 (25 8|28 8 20 1
1919{2nd w |31 4120 1028 1120 2|20 2|2310] 2010
3rd ” 31 5129 5(28 620 3|30 130 O 30 2
4th " 33 1031 4 (301 |30 5|28 0]32 2 31 9
lat " 34 B131 532 3(31 8|30 433 6 32 9
. I‘JZOJ » 36 5135 2133 O35 133 1]36 8 35 4
3rd " 38 0138 2833 6137 433 6|38 10 37 10
4t-h " 3711 |37 1032 94(38 4|32 4139 0 36 11
1921  lat " 37 0137 T3 (35103 0|38 0 36 6
- 2nd » .34 v 135 3130 534 0°33 5'36 4 34 6
~ % These results are based upon the reglinen refereed to on pp. 24-6 heren, which includea food,

groceries and housing accommodation,

T Basis of Table.

(i.) @roceries and Food only.—The following table has been com-
puted in the same manner as thab indicated above, but relates to
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groceries and foéd (46 items) only. The average expenditure for the
six capital towns in 1911 has again been taken as the 'basie of the
table ( =20s.), and the figures are, of course, comparable throughout.

Measurement of Change in the Porchasing-Power of Money.—(roceries and Food
. only.—Amount necessary on the Average in each Year trom 1901 éo 1021
{20d Quarter) to purchase in each Capital Town what would have cost on
the Average £1 in 1911 in the Ausiralian Capitals regarded as-a whole.*

'Woighted
Year ] Sydney. | Melb'ne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. | Perth, ’ Hobart, I.\varaga of 6
\ ' CapitalTowne

. e, d. | _s d.o_[ 8 .d.|_se..d 8. 4. g. d..{ _s...d.

ool .. . 18 4 19 4 19 4 20 7 23 8 20 3 19 -4

1802 .. . 21 4] 20 4| 20 4] 20 6 25 6, 21 © 21 1

1903 .. S 20 7 19 6 19 @ i9 8 25 38 21 1} 20 4

1904 .. . 17, 8 18 4 17 10 18 10 24 3 1¢ 8 18 5

1905 .. ..| 19 5 19 1 18 11 19 10 25 2 20 7 19 §

1906 .. .. 19 3 18 11 19 2 19 8 24 9 20 11 19 7

1807 .. . 18 9 18 6 18 11 19 0 23 11 20 2 19 1

1908 .. W20 7 19 11 20 6 20 2 24 6 2r 1 20 7

1009 .. L 20 3 19 © 19 8 20 6 24 3 21 10 20 1
1919 .. 20 0 19 2 20 0 20 0 25 ¢ 21 6 20 1
1911 .. ] 19 09 18 8 20 4 20 5 26 11°) 21 2 20 0t

1912 ., .. 22 @ 21 8 22 0 23 1 26 11 23 10 22 6

1913 .. g 22 8 20 B 20 10 22 b 25 4 23 3 2111
1914 .. 23 1 21 10 2) 7 24 4 26 0 24 3 2211 °

1915 .. 27 1| 28 3 27 6 23 0 29 8 28 11 28 4

1916 .. 30 &6 28 3 28 8 30 8 30 10 30 5 29 11

1917 .. 306 10 28 3 28 2 28 11 30 1 30 I1 29 6
1918 .. 3L 0 20 4 20 11 at 1 290 9 2 8 o 3 -

1919 .. 35 8| 82 5 35 3| 84 5| 35 5| 35 0 34 4
1920 . 43 0 41 1 41 1 42 8 4 @ 43 3 w o’
lst Qt.‘ 20 9 19 9 2l 11 22 0 28 0 21 10 21 0.

1912 2nd ,, 21 10 21 5 2111 | -22 11 28 2 22 11 22 3

3ed ,, | 2311 23 2 22 1 23 10 27 4 24 8 23 9

4th 23 6 22 3 22 3 23 6 26 1 25 9 23 2

lat 22 4 20 ¢ 20 9 22 & 25 6 23 2 22 0

1913 2nd " 23 2 20 10 21" 2 22 11 26 0 23 9 22 4

» 22 7 20 5 20 10 22 4 25 O 23 B 2] 10

4th . 22 1 20 0 20 8 21 10 24 11 22 ¢ 21 &

lat , 23 0 20 7 20 11 22 11 24 11 23 3. 22 1

1014 2nd ,, 23 3 22 4 21 2 25 0 26 11 24 7 23 2

3rd ,, 23 1 22 0 21 8 24 7 26 9 24 3 23 ¢

4th ,, 23 1 22 4 22 6 24 8 20 T 410 23 3

lat 24 7 23 9 23 11 26 4 28 b 25 10 24 R

1915 ond ,, 26. 9 27 8 26 4 30 2 30 2 28 3 27 3

3rd 0 9 3l 8 20 0 32 0 30 1 30 10 3l 1

ah 30 7 29 10 3o 8 30 6 29 2 36 8 30 3

lst 31 4 0 2 a1 0 31 0 30 1 31 10 30 10

1914 %0d .,, | 30 4 20 8 20 1 31 & 3N 3 3t 1 30 2

3rd . 30 2 20 0 27 1 30 5 HOT 2¢ 9 28 7

4th 20 8 28 2 26 10 29 8 a0 b 29 1 28 11

lat 0 0 27 11.) 27 O 29 6 30 0 29 10 28 11

1917 2nd ., 30 1 28 3 27 6 20 4 31 1 29 8 29 3

3rd ,, 31 9 23 b 28 b 28 1 20 8 30 8 20 9

4th ,, 3l 4 28 & 29 7 28 8 2g 7 3 5 29 10

. lat  ,, an 1 28 11 28 11 30 3 29 7 33 2 3 o0

1918 2nd " L o 29 7 29 8 32 2 30 8 a2 n 30 6

» 0 3 29 0 20 9 30 9 29 .5 a1 1 2¢ 10

4th " L7 29 10 i 3 31 1 290 2 32 10 30 9

Ist o, 34 0 31 3 34 2 33 0 30 10 33 10 32 9

1919 2nd ,, 35 & 31 ¢ ¢ 2 34 0 36 10 33 9 33 10

8rd ,, 3 4 32 1 |- 34 7 34 2 38 3 34 7 34 2

ith 37 10 34 8 38 0 36 4 a5 10 a7 8 36 @6

st . 39 10 3 4 40 4 31T 9 8 2 38 8 37 7

1920 2pd ,, 42§ 40 & 41 4 42 9 42 5 41 10 41 7

3rd 446 0 45 9 42 1 46 1 42 8 46 2 45 §

4th 44 0 43 10 40 5 44 1 40 9 46 4 43 @

1921 let 42 5 43 4 39 2 42 10 43 2 44 b 42 1

ond ,,| 38 4] 890 4| 36 8| 39 9! 42 2| 41 & 3 0

- These results are baged upon the regimen referred to on pp. 24-6 herein,

t Basgis of Table.
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-Eii.) House Rent Only.—The following table gives similar particulars
for house rent only, the average for the six towns in 1911 being again
taken as the basis of the table (= 208.);— "~

Measurement of Change in the Purchasing-Power of Money.—Honse Rent.—
Amount payable on the Average in each Year from 1801 to 1921 (2nd
Quarter} for House Rent tn each Capital Town, compared with & Rent of
£1 in 1911 in the Australian Capitals regarded as a whole.

Woatghted

Year Syidney. | Molb'ne, | Brlsbans, | Adelaide, Perth. Hobart, | Average of ¢

CapltalTowna
s. do| 8 d.| 8 d.| 8 d.| 8 d.] s d. 8. 4
1801 .. L1703 14 8 9 9 12 7 16 0 13 4 15 1
{902 .. L 1T B 14 11 g0 12 7 i6 1 13 & 15 2
1603 .. 1T 4 14 11 10 1 12 1 16 0 13 8 16 3
1804 ., o 1T B 15 3 10 2 12 7 16 0 13 6 16 4
1806 .. . 17T 10 15 & 10 &5 14 0 14 9 13 7 16 8
1904 .. . 1711 15 8 1¢ 6 15 3 14 4 13 9 15 11
1907 .. W18 4 16 1 11 & 16 3 13 8 14 2 16 4
1908 .. .. I8 7 16 7 12 ¢ 17 & 13 7 14 7 18 1¢
1909 . o 19 2 16 10 13 3 18 10 13 4 16 0 17 &
1910 .. . 1910 18 4 14 0 20 4 13 11 156 6 18 6
1811 .. . 2110 19 & 15 4 22 3 16 3 18 1| 20 ot
1912 ., .. 238 8 20 4 16 1 23 217 1 16 7 21 3
1913 . .o 24 11 21 10 17 3 22 6 18 7 17 1¢ 2z 4
1914 .. .. 2 7 22 4 17 8 20 10 ig 3 i8 3 22 8
1815 -. ' 24 5 21 8 17 2 18 8 17 ¢ 18 7 21 17
1916 .. . 24 3 21 & 17 04 18 17 17 4 18 7 21 7
1917 .. 24 3 22 ¢ 17 &5 19 2 17 6 12 0 22 0
1918 .. 26 0 23 7 18 1 0 5 17 R 19 1 22 W0
1919 .. 25 9 25 8§ 19 8 22 2 13 4 22 8 24 4
1920 . 28 41 26 1, 21 81 24 4| 1811 27 5 28 8
lst. Ql‘.' 22 4 19 8 16 ¢ 23 3 17 ¢ 16 3 20 6
1912{2m:| ” 23 4 20 O 16 1 23 5 17 2 16 4 2] 1
3d 24 7 20 7 14 2 23 & 18 ¢ 16 19 21 10
4th ,, 24 4 20 11 18 0 22 11 13 3 16 11 21 7
lst ,, 24 5 21 4 16 10 22 11 18 3 18 © 22 0
lo13{2m:l " 24 10 21 9 ir 2 22 11 18 & 17 9 22 4
3rd ,, 24 11 22 0 17 3 22 3 18 7 17 8 22 5
dth ,, | 256 ¢ 22 ] 17 10 21 10 18 11 18 0 22 8
lst ,, 25 6 22 5 17 8 21 8 18 &5 18 1 22 8
1914{2nd " 25 9 22 10 17 10 2l & 18 3 18 3 23 0
" 25 8 22 1 17 10 21 1 18 4 18 & 22 11
4th , 25 B8 21 1o 17T 4 19 3 IT7T 11 is 6 22 2
lat , | 24 7] 2110 17 1| 1810| 17 53] 18 & 21 9
slend o[ 24 5[ 21 9| 17 4] 18 6] 18611} I8 7| 21 7
1915439 " 24 51 21 7| 17 2} 18 7| 18610 18 7} 21 7
¢th ,, 24 3 2 7 17 2 18 7 16 10 18 7 21 6

1s6 . | 2¢ 2] 21 9| 1610 18 7| 17 5| 18 65| 21 6 .
1916{211-:1 " 24 3 2t 8 16 11 18 7 17 5718 ¢ 21 7
3rd 24 3 21 9 17 0 18 7 17 4 I8 7 7
4th 24 3 21 §1 17 2 18 8 17 4 18 10 21 8
Ist ., 24 3 22 3 17 10 19 1 17. & 18 11 21 10
1917 2nd ,, 24 3 22 3 17 2 18 1 17 & 19 0 21 1o
3ed ., 2¢ 2| 22 7| 17 3| 19 2! 17 8| 19 1| 22 0
4th ,, 2¢ & 22 10 17 2 19 5 17 6 19 1 22 2
lal‘- " 24 5 23 1 17 8 19 8 17 8 18 10 28 &
1918 2ncl » 25 1 23 2 17 9 20 4 17 8§ 18 10 22 8
i . 25 0 23 8 18 5 20 9 17 8 19 4 22 11
dth 25 3 24 7 18 6 21 1 17 9 19 5 23 &
st ., 25 5 25 0 19 1 21 8 18 3 21 3 23 9
1919[2nd "1 2 7| 25 6| 19 2| 22.3| 18 3! 21 9f =22 !
" 25 10 25 8 13 8 22 3 18 3 23 6 24 4
4lh . 2 4 26 7 20 8 22 8 I8 G 24 3 a5 0
et ., 27 4 27 2 20 8 23 1 19 3 26 1 25 8
1920I2nd »t 28 4 27 6 21 2 24 1 19 8 27 0 26 3
L " 28 4 28 6 21 4] 24 11 20 3 28 3 26 11
tﬂh . 2 2 20 31 N 8 25 3 20 514, 28 & ¥ 7
1921 1st ., 29 2 29 3 21 6 5 8 20 10 28 0 27 8
nd .. 29 G101 20 61 21 6! 25 91 2010] 29 o 27 9

t Beals of Tabls.
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9. Monthly Fluctuations in Retail Prices of Food and Groceries, July,
1914, to May, 1921,—The following table has been prepared in order
to shew the-variations in retail prices of food and groceries since July,
1914, the last month prior to the outbreak of war. Particuiars for each
town are given in the form of index-numbers for food and groceries in
each of the months specified. In the last column the percentage
increase is shewn for each town in May, 1921, compared with
July, 1914. It is necessary to observe that the index-numbers given in
the following table are computed to the same base as those given in the
preceding tables in this section, referring to food and groceries only,
viz,, the weighted average expenditure in the six capital towns for 1911
of food and groceries (46 commodities) is made equal to 1000.

Retail Price Index-Numbers** (Food and Groceries), Ior each of Thirty Towns for
theBIdonl:ha ;m&zaﬂ, with Waeighted Average for Six Capifal Towns in 1811
as Base (= .

1914, | 1915, 1916‘] 1817, 1913.‘ 149, 19‘20.' 1921.

£3g
Bma
257
Patticulars. g'EE
July, | May, | May. | May. | May. | May, | May. | April. | May | % 'g.q
4
£E3
NEW 0UTH WALRS— : %
Sydney .. .e .. | 1,158 | 1,258 | 1,500 | 1,409 | 1,546 | 1,768 | 2,052 | 1,064 | 1,006 | 45,3
Noewcastle . S| L14T 11,285 1,507 [ 1,527 ) 1,576 (1,778 | 2,079 | 2,007 {11,947 1 69.7
Broken Hil .. .. 11,468 1,575 1,817 | 1,814 | 1,845 | 1,827 | 2,878 | 2,480 [ 2,324 | 584
Goulburn .. .. 11,183 [ 1,312 | 1,550 { 1,476 | 1,623 11,746 | 2,087 | 2,045 | L9500 ! €48
Bathuret . o 11,007 11,243 | 1,479 | 1,473 1,521 | 1,863 | 2,016 | 1,082 {1,025 | 755
* Welghtdd Average .. |1,165 (1,283 1,522 | 1,614 | 1,560 | 1,770 | 2,088 | 1,953 [ 1,927 | 6.4
VICTORIA— )
Melbourne . .o 11,108 | 1,386 | 1,485 | LA0O | 1,480 ] 1,584 | 2,007 | 2,013 [ 196} | T8
Ballarat . .. | L,103 (1,424 | 1,508 | 1,408 | 1,458 {1,530 | 2,087 | 2,024 | 1,260 | 727
Bendlgo o | 1,107 | 1,390 (1,482 | 1,432 | 1,487 (1,522 | 1,937 | 2,001 | 1,939 | 76.2
Goelong AR .. 11,089 [ 1,360 | 1,614 | 1,432 | 1,481 | 1,641 {1,935 | 2,079 | 2,051 | 88.3
Wartnambool .. .o | LOBT | 1,404 [ 1,493 {1,436 | 1,514 | 1,687 | 1,045 | 2,024 11,040 | 793
*Weighted Average .. 1,105 1,385 | 1,488 [ 1,412 | 1,484 | 1,558 2,0q1 2,018 | 1,968 | ¥7.9
QUEENSLAND—
Brisbane .e .. 11,087 11,328 11,491 | 1,375 | 1,480 ! 1,704 | 2,060 {1,885 | 1,833 | 734
Toowoomba .. oo {1,041 | LA371 | 1,457 {1,380 | 1,440 [ 1,755 | 2,001 | 1,755 | 1,734 | 66.8
Rockhempton .. - .. | 1,158 | 1,378 | 1,613 { 1,404 | 1,601 [ 1,797 (2,088 [ 1,015 | 1,877 | AR2d
Chartera Towers oo | 1,246 | 1,688 | 1,644 ) 1,582 | 1,884 | 1,911 | 2,082 | 3,087 | 1,027 | 54.7
Warwick . .. | 1083 (1,379 | 1,462 1,360 [ 1,620 | 1,770 | 2,045 | 1,011 {1,237 | @9.8

*Welighted Average .. 1,082 1,859 1,512 |1,394 (1,498 (1,738 |2,058 [ 1,882 (1,838 | 807
S0UTH AUSTRALIA—

Adelalde -. .. (1,250 11,485 | 1,584 | 1,480 | 1,620 | 1,703 | 2,114 | 2,075 | 1,975 | 58.0
Eadina Moonte, Wallareo| 1,230 {1,488 11,412 | 1,673 | 1,505 | 1,841 | 2,045 | 2,101 | 2,005 | €39
Port Pirie e . 11,291, 1,630 | 3,643 | 1,603 | 1,657 | 1,726 | 2,056 | 2,007 | 2,060 | 50.6
Mt. Gambler .. .. | 1,084 (1,382 | 1,504 | },445 | 1,522 | 1,548 | 1,913 | 2,033 | 1,060 | 851
Peterborough .. o [1,340 11,538 | 1,622 | 1,584 [ 1,611 | 1,009 | 2,125 | 2,084 | 2,026 | 812
“Weighted Average .. | 1,247 1,485 [1,688 | 1,491 | 1,618 | 1,607 (2,101 | 2,076 | 1,081 | 68.9

WESTERN AUSTRALLA~—
Perth nnd Fremantle .. i%&g 1,502 11,5660 | 1,586 | 1,524 | 1,891 | 2,121 | 2,158
*

2,184 | 57.0
Kalgoortie and Boulder 1,808 [ 1,814 | 1,799 (1,791 | 2188 | 2,311 | 2,357 {2,315 | 891
Mid, June, & Guildford | 1,354 | 1,622 [ 1,534 | 1,508 | 1,524 | 1,837 | 2,138 | 2,170 2,105 | 55.5
Bunbury .. .. | 1,428 | 1,583 | 1,603 | 1,753 | 1,656 | 1,895 | 2,100 | 2,164 2,141 | $L.0
Geraldton .. .. 11,445 | 1,680 | 1,875 1,630 | 1,833 {1,745 [ 2,112 | 2,120 | 2,079 | 43.0
*Wolghted Average .. | 1,412 | 1,573 | 1,808 {1,636 | 1,585 | 1,910 2,160 | 2,105 {2,143 | 8§2.1

TASMANLA=— R

Hobart N oo 11,211 | 3,400 | 1,550 ;5,471 | 1,048 11,678 | 2,005 (2,019 [ 2 065 | 70.4
Launceston . | 1,144 | 1,345 { 1,538 | 1,475 | 1,583 { 1,645 | 2,031 | 2,089 :1,0:0 | 74.0
Zeehan .. | 1,631 | 1,683 (1,850 | 1,768 {1,804 | 2188 [ 2,107 2,150 | 67.1
Beaconsfleld 1,230 | 1,486 | 1,847 | 1,587 [ 1,607 | 1,678 | 2,038 | 1,877 | 1,052 .7
Queenstown .. .. | 1,315 | 1,510 | 1,897 (1,625 [ 1,722 | ),842 | 2,182 | 2,075 | 2,066 | 67.1

*Weighted Average .. |1,201 {1,399 | 1,560 | 1,404 | 1,638 | 1,684 | 2,080 | 2,080 | 2,041 | 69.9

1 Welghted Aver.Jor Cwib. | 1,184 11,372 {1,524 | 1,473 11,53¢ | 1,690 | 2,064 2,017 | 1,057 | €81

* Average for the fiye towns. t Average for thirty towns., -
3‘360 remarks on page 31 of Labour Report No. 8 with reference to change of base period.
Aa the pricz index=number kncreasas the purcha lng power of moaey dimiii-bes,
Notg,—Correaponding index-numbers for the intervening maonths are given In Labour
Reporta Noa. €, 7, 8, 0 and 16, in Labour Bulleting Noa. 17 and 18, and in the Quarterly Sum-
maries of Statlstics Nos, 76 bo 83 i
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- 10. Tables of Prices and House Rents, 1920.—While the summatised
results of price-movements are published quarterly, the actual data from
which such results are obtained are only published in full annually. In
appendizes to Report No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house

"ronts in the meiropolitan towns in each: year from- 1901 to- 1911, and in
appendixes to Report No. 2, particulars were given of average prices
and house rents in 1912 for-each of the thirty towns from which returna
‘are collocted. In Appendixes I, and I of Report No. 5 similar particulars
were given for the year 1913 ;.in Appendixes I. and YI1. to Report No. 6
particulars were given of average prices' for 1914 and "1915; in
Appendixes J1. and IV. of the same Report similar information was given
in regard to house rents. In Appendixes Nos, I and II. of Report
No. 7; in Appendixzes Nos. I. and II of Report No, 8; in Appendixes
Nos, IV. and V. of Report No, 9; in Appendixes Nos. 1. and 11. of
Report No, 10 ; and in Appendixes Nos. I. and II. hereof, information
is given in regard to average prices and house rents respectively for the
years 1916 to 1920,

11. Inmcrease in Cost of Food and Groceries and House Rent, 1920,
compared with previous years.—The following tables have been prepared
in order to shew for each capital town (i.) the total increase (or decrease)
in the cost of food, groceries, and house rent combined in 1920 compared
with each preceding year since 1901, and (ii.} amount of the peroontage
increase (or decrease) due to variations (@) in prices of food and gro-
corios, and (b} in house rent. The sum of the percentages for any year
and town in.the last two parts of the fable must, of course, equal the
corresponding total percentage in the first part of the table. Thus the
total percentage of increase in cost of food, groceries, and house rent in
Sydney for 1920 compared with 1904 is 111.7 per cent., of which 85.9
per cent. is due to -increased cost of food and groceries, and 25.8 per
cent. to increase in house rents. '

Percentaze of Increage in Purchasing-Power-of-Money Price Index-Numbers
in 1920 compared with previous Years 1901 to 1919,

Welghted
Year Syduey. [Melooumne.| Brisbanc. | Adelaide. | Porth. | Hobars. | 4Ygrade for
. Townn,
1801 .. .| 106.8. 106.6 113.8 103.2 "67.5 111.3 103.0
1802 .. ..] 885 97.9 105.56 103.4 60.1 105.6 82.1
1903 .. L. 92,8 103.1 108.3 106.8 49.0 104.7 96.1
1904 .. ] 117 109.4 123.9 118.1 066.3 114.8 108.1
1905 .. S 9.0 17103 113.9 1019 54.7 107.3 98,1
1906 .. L. 9T 103.6 110.7 97.0 58.0 104.5 97.9
1907 ., L. 994 104.2 107.1 98,3 64.9 107.3 99,1
1908 .. .. BL3 93.0 [ 921 84.2 61.5 99,6 87.9
1009 .. .. 86.7 97.6 93.3 7.3 63.6 93.0 88.4
1910 .. ..| B5.8 86.8 87.6 74.2 53.0 93.2 84,2
1911 .. L 791 §8.3 79.8 66.0 43.6 2.4 78.6
1912 .. .| ©0.8 69.6 67.9 51.8 40,1 76.4 62,2
1013 .. | 687 70.2 69.8 56.5 43.3 74.6 81.7
1014 .. .| 5631 61.8 64.9 53.6 41.5 68.6 66,6
19156 .. .. 89.6 40,1 41.5 39.4 32.3 49.0 390.7
1016 .. v 328 36.6 38.5 36.6 27.8 43.7 34.8
1917 .. .+l 3L3 38.2 30.2 41,0 28.8 41.3 asd
1618 ., .| 294 | 326 31.3 31.6 30.5 856.6. 3Ll
1918 .. ve 16,9 20.7 14.1 19.6 13.9 22.9 18.2




Rerair. PriceEs, House ReEnT, ANp Purcassing-Powszr or Mongy. 556

Percontage of Increase in Purchasing-Power-of=-Money Price Index-Numbers
in 1920 compared with previous years 1901 to 1919——coni.

Weighted
Vear, Syduey. |Melbourne.| Briebane.| Adelside | Perth. | Hobart. ‘%"%’:gﬁ,{f'
_ - Towna.
PERCENTAGE DUE TO VARIATIONS 1N Cost oF FooD anD (GROCERIES.
1901 .. .. 81.2 73.9 83.2 75.8. 49,7 78.0 75.8
1902 .. e 65.0 87.9 76.3 5.6 42.5 73.3 66,5
1903 .. . 68,8 72.4 704 81.0 41.6 T 50.1
1904 .. ..| 859 78.6 93.0 84,4 47.5 81.3 80,9
1905 .. ' 73.9 741 ! 84.8 76.8 44.6 75.2 73.0
1906 .. .- 74.7 4.6 82.5 76.0 46.8 73.1 73.3
1907 .. e 7.1 76.1 82,0 77.8 50.9 76.6 75,4
1908 .. .e 66.8 67,4 0.8 6%.4 486 | 70.8 66.5
1909 .. .. 87.6 72.0 4.0 65.9 49.9 86,1 68.2
1910 .. . 68.0 63.5 70.7 66,1 46.0 67.4 66.7
1911 .. . 66.2 6.5 66.6 82.0 36.8 65,2 64,8
1912 .. .o 52.5 54.4 57.2 419.8 36.0 54.9 821
1913 .. e 50.8 57.9 61.4 53.2 40.9 55.8 53.7
1014 .., .. 48.5 5l4 87.5 47.2 38.6 51.3 40,4
1915 .. . 33.5 20.8 | 344 30.2 27.3 34.2 31.6
1916 .. .| 26.5 26.7 311 27.6 28.7 20,4 v 26,9
1917 .. .. 2B.5 29.3 32.2 32.5 25.8 28.0 28.1
1918 .. . 24.9 26.1 26.2 25.5 26.8 22.9 25.3
1919 .. .- 13.6 17.3 11.% 16,6 11.6 16,3 i5.0
. PERCENTAGE DUE TO VaiR1aTiON IN HoUse RENTS.
1801 .. .. 25.6 317 30.6 27,9 7.8 33.3 27.2
1902 .. .e 23.5 30.0 29.2 27.9 7.6 32,3 25.6
1903 . .- . 240 30.7 28.9 28.8 7.4 32.0 26.0
1804 .. ..l 25.8 3.8 30.9 29.7 1.8 33.5 27.2
1805 .. .. 231 29.6 28,9 24.2 10.1 32.1 25,1
1906 .. Ld 230 291 28.2 210 11.2 314 24.6
1807 .. L) 223 28.1 25,1 18.5 13.0 30.7 23.7
1808 .. .e 20.5 25.6 21.3 | l14.8 13.0 23.8 21.4
1909 .. .. 19.1 26.6 19.3 11.4 13.7 26.9 20,2
1910 .. ‘. 17.6 21.3 16.9 8.1 12.0 258 17.5
1ei1 .. .. 12.9 188 13.2 4.0 6.8 24.4 13.7
1912 .. ‘e 8.3 15.1 10.7 2.0 4.1 21.5 10.1
1913 .. . 5.9 12.3 8.4 3.3 2.4 18.7 8.0
1914 .. 4.6 10.4 7.4 6.3 2.9 17.3 7.2
19156 .. 6.1 10,3 7.1 h2 5.0 14.8 8.1
1616 .. “ 6.0 9.9 7.4 &1 4.1 14.3 7.9
1917 .. L. 5.8 8.9 7.0 8.5 4.0 13.3 7.3
1918 .. s 4.7 6.9 \5.1 6.0 3.7 12,6 5.8
1919 .. F .. 3.3 3.4 2.2 3.0 2.3 6.6 3.2

-



