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PREFACE.

By the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, the Commonwealth
is empowered ‘‘to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of
the Commonwealth, with respect to,” inter alia, ‘‘Census and Statistics.” In
exercising the power so conferred, a ‘‘Census and Statistics Act” was passed
in 1905, and in the year following the ‘‘Commonwealth Bureau of Census
and Statistics ” was created. The first Official Year Book was published early in
1908. The publication here presented is the sixth authoritative Year Book issued
under the Federa Constitution.

This Year Book furnishes corrected statistics for the whole period of Austra-
lian settlement, viz., from 1788 to 1912. Wherever space has permitted, detailed
gtatistics have been furnished for each year since Federation, viz., from 1901 to .
1912. In the few instances where this has proved impracticable, reference will be
necessary to Year Books Nos. 1 to 5. The inclusion, as stated, of the total
available information in the more important branches of statistics enables this
publication to be used wherever it is desired to make a comparative survey of the
evolution of this portion of the British Empire. Not only are the results
given for the Commonwealth as a whole, but also for each State therein, :

The general arrangement of the publication, which has been widely com-
mended, corresponds with that of previous issues, and is shewn in the synopsis
on pp. xiii. to xxx. immediately following.

In addition, however, to what may be called purely statistical matter,
each issne contains special articles dealing at length with scme particular
subject or subjects of more or less. .permanent interest. These cannot of
course be repeated year after year, but usually a brief condensation is given in
subsequent issues. Though many articles in Year Books Nos. 1 to 5 have been
reduced to synopses or deleted, sufficient indication is given to enable the subject
o be traced in previous issues. :

The present issue of the Year Book contains several new features of interest.
Among these may be mentioned the sections dealing with the Mineral Springs of
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Australia, and with Labour and Industrial Statistics. A branch of the Bureau has
been organised to carry out investigations in connection with the latter subject.
The section dealing with Population contains results for the Census of 1911. Addi-
tions have been made to the section on Pastoral Production, particulars of the
development of the Local Wool Market and of the destination of the clips being
given for the first time. The operations of. the Maternity Allowance Act have been
dealt with in the Miscellaneous Section, and a description of Native Australian
Fodder Plants is also to be found in this section. The full text of the Common-
wealth Constitution Act, and Amendments, appears on pages 13 to 24, while the
Appendix contains the proposed alterations as submitted to the electors on 31st
May, 1913.

Pages 1199 and 1200 give results of the Commonwealth elections and the
voting on the referendums, so far as available, together with the names of the
members of the new Ministry and new Parliament.

The subject matter throughout is dealt with, as far as possible, from the
following points of view, viz.:—

(i.) The development of the individual States. (ii.) The progress of Australia
as a whole from the earliest times. (iii.) The statistical comparison of Australia
with other leading countries of the world.

A feature of this publication is the use made of maps and diagrams. Asa
rule, facts can be properly appreciated only by the use of graphs, and the progress of
events, the characteristics of growth and decline, can in general be grasped much
more readily graphically than numerically. The diagram or ““graph” is a direct
picture in which the relative magnitudes are preserved and by which instantaneous
comparisons of a wide range of facts are made possible at a glance. The statistical
data, however, are also given in extenso numerically.

The development of , Australia has been in many instances very remarkable,
and this could be shewn only by tables and graphs dating back to its beginning
in 1788. In wmost cases accurate data are not available for years much before
1860. In such cases, therefore, it seemed sufficient at present to give continuous
results from that year onwards.

The great mass of material embodied in each Year Book is always carefully
examined, but it would be idle to hope that all error has been avoided. The
Commonwealth Statistician desires to express appreciation of the opportunity
afforded him of perfecting the matter of the Year Book, by those who have been
kind enough to point out defects or make suggestions.
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The corresponding years indicated in various sections of this book do not
always necessarily refer to the same period, the year ending in some cases on 3lst
December, 30th June, or 31st March, etc. The precise period for which returns
are given is indicated where necessary.

Recent information or returns which have come to hand since the various

Sections were sent to press, may be found in the Appendix, p. 1197.

In conclusion, the Commonwealth Statistician desires to express his cordial
thanks to the State Statisticians, to the responsible officers of the various
Commonwealth and State Departments, and to others, who have kindly, and
often at considerable trouble, supplied all desired information.

G. H. KNIBBS,

Commonwealth Statistician.

CoMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS,

28th June, 1913.
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