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iii. 
PREFACE 

This Bulletin oontinues the series of Reports on the production and 
oonsumption of foodstuffs am nutrients published annually since the issue made in 
1948~ which covered the years 1944 to 1946-47~ with pre-war oomparisons. The 
statistios published in this Bulletin, No. 1 '1 of the series, refer to the year 1955-56 
together with comparative data for the average of the three pre-war years 1936-37 to 
1938-39, the average of the three immediate post-war years 1946-47 to 1948-49, and each 
of the years 1953-54 and 1954-55 .. 

In add.i tion to these gem ral statistios j Seotion I of the Bulletin contains 
a review of food produotion,) e:x;ports, and oonsumption (in terms of farm products), 
with relevant statistics for the pre-war period (1936-31 to 1938-39), each year 
1946-47 to 1955-56, and estimates fo? 1956-57 .. 

The method employed in this Bulletin in estimating oonsumption of each of 
the various foodstuffs is as follows: -

~oduoti0l'!.. 

Minus 

" 
" 
" 

Net Exports & Ships' 
Industrial usage 
Non-food usage 
Wastage 

Stores 

Plus or minus ohanges in factory 
or in~store (a) stocks 

Apparent Consumption 

(a) In-store stooks in general oonsist of the stocks reported by marketing authorities 
although for various reasons s such as inoomplete ooverage, adequate information is not 
available from all marketing authorities in Australia. 

There are three significant featUres about this caloulation. 

I. Available production statistics are confined mainly to commercial 
produotion and are deficient for the purposes of the caloulation to the extent of 
production by householders for their own use. This applies particularly in the 
oase of vegetables, fruit~ eggs~ poultry and fish. In all these oases, however, 
estimates of no~oommeroial production have been inoluded9 based on somewhat 
inadequate information obtained from a household expenditure survey conducted in 1944 
and other investigations oonduoted by government departments during the war. 
Similarly in the oase of processed foods little up-to date information is available of 
the quantities of foodstuffs preserved by householders for their own use. To oover 
this~ estimates have been made on the basis of information collected during the war. 
Further 9 it is possible that there has been some inorease in home production of both 
prooessed'and unprocessed foods in reoent years so that the quantities of foodstuffs 
oonsumed as shown in the Bulletin may now be deficient to the extent of the inorease. 

26 Statistios of stooks refer to in-store (as previously defined) and 
factorystooks. No details are available of wholesalers', retailers' or house­
holders' stooks o For perishable oommodities this point is of little importanoe since 
the very nature of the oommodity preoludes the aocummulation of stooks. This is not 

• the oase~ however? with non-perishable foods? and estimates derived for oonsumption 
of suoh foodstuffs for individual years may not correctly state the position with 
regard to consumption as ordinarily understood, i.e8 foodstuffs consumed by the 
individual. This difficulty is apparent partioularly in the case of canned 
foodstuffs where in some years it has been neoessary to initiate speCial enquiries 
from the trades State Statisticians and other informed souroes in an endeavour to 
take better aooount of these deficienoies. 

3. Allowance is not made in many cases fer wastage before the foodstuffs 
are oonsumed. The importanoe of this factor is diffioult to estimate but, since, 
in some seasons? gluts oause oonsiderable destruotion of perishable foodstuffs? same 
importanoe should be given to this factor when using these statistios~ The effect 
of ignoring wastage is ultimately to overstate the oonsumption figures. In recent 
years1 however 9 it is likely that there has been less wastage of foodstuffs than 
hitherto beoause of more effioient storage and distribution methods (including 
refrigerated transport? air freight and a big increase in household refrigeration). 

1647. 



tv. 

As a result of the last two of the above qualifioations, the term 
"consumpt10n\1 is used in a specialised sense since the quantities actually 
measured are broadly the quantities available for consumption at a partioular level in 
the process of distribution i. e. ex-markets, e:m-store or eJE-faetory depending on the 
method of marketing and/or processing. It is thought that in most cases these 
foodstuffs will find their way to the ultimate individual consumers with little or 
no time lag and the collected figu~es acourately represent total consumption in the 
year towhioh they relate. In a few cases the annual figures on this basis required 
some adjustment and tle commodities to whioh adjustments have been considered 
necessary are referred to specifically throughout the text. 

There is one further point which should be borne in mind when 
ccmparing estimates of consumption (and particularly estimates of conStllllpt10n 
per head of population) over a number of years. This is the effect of changes 
in the composition of the population. There have been two significant changes 
in post war years which have undoubtedly had some effect on the consumption 
pattern. These are, firstly, the changing &ge distribution of the population 
(e.go the number of children under 10 years in 1947 represented 18.0 per cent 
or the total population while in 1954 they represented 20.8 per cent) and, secondly, 
the increasing proportion Of the popUlation ''born overseas aDiresident for only 
a comparatively short period in Australia (e. g. the proportion ot the population 
in 1947 which was born overseas was 9.4 per cent and in 1954 it was 13.8 per cent). 

In general the statistics in the bulletin are for fisoal years. However, 
,"vhere there is a marked seasonal pattern in the production or marketing of certain 
crops, the statistios refer to crop yearso For example, statistios relating to 
potatoes are on the basis of years ending in October am for dried vine :f"rui ts of 
years ending in December. 

Section 2 of this BulleUn, which c,eals with the level of nutrient intake 
in Australia9 has been compiled by the Nutrition Seotion of the Commonweal th 
Department of Health to whom I extend my thanks. The estimates Of nutrient 
intake inoluded therein are baaed on the qUfintit1es of foodstuffs consumed as 
calculated by this Bureau, .. 

S. R .. CARVER 
~:NG COJIMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 

COM:MONVv'EALTH :BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTIOS 
C~\N:BERRA& A.CoT~ 1!LTH JULY? 1957~ 



1 0 GENERAL REVIEW~OF FOOD PRODU,CTION"L EXPQ!'t§..~"_A!!~T C£?!§]MPTION 

(i) SUMMARY: The following table shows the variations whioh have occurred in post=war 
years in the main sources from which farm products for food use are derived in Australi~.o 

~ Area;=;Ovm' -T for 
Sug 

~~~:iS 

Total 
Number of Livestock at 

Grain 
YesI' (Are 

out f 
Wheat ]a.:rley Oats orush" 

ax- end of Season 
a Area· """'~"" 

, ---
of Sheep Cattle or 

(ino1o 
. 

l.ng) Crops Dairy Other 
Lambs) Cows (a) Cattle - -~ = $:==== '" 

. '000 '000 '000 lOO 
aores a.c:!.'es acres Mr 

0 tOOO 
Million ·000 '000 es aores 

A.verage 1936-37 to 1938-39 13,466 613 1~572 258 01 229 018 11106 3 9 210 99933 
1946-47 13,180 748 19128 227 00 21 9013 9501 3 9013 10 1414 
1941-48 13,880 839 2? 105 222 05 229 199 10206 3,085 10,700 
1948-49 129583 h012 1,710 266 03 20,559 108 .. 1 3,159 10 11 965 
1949-50 12~ 240 1,040 19748 281 .. 3' 20 9514 11209 3,191 11$449 
1950-51 11 t 663 19019 1 11 751 211 .,9 199811 11506 3~149 129080 
1951-52 10~384 19 118 21 365 281 .. 7 19,683 11706 29973 11 ~920 
1952-53 10~209 19 317 2,764 280 00 20,251 12301 3~086 129161 
1953-54 10 9 751 1,803 29 137 340 05 21,013 126,,9 3,211 12,390 
1954-55 10 t 673 1? 691 2,574 374 02 21 s695 13008 3~236 12~600 
1955-56 109 166 1s894 39 354 372 
1956-51 (b) 7p 194 2,151 3 9 146 369 

08 22p 456 13901 3 9 323 13,134 
.,9 (0) 15100 (c) ( c) 

.~='-=-~ ~~~....c: ............. lI<-':":1,~~-- = 

(a) In milk and dry .. (b) Estimated" (0) Not yet available .. 

Seasonal condi tions during 1955-56 were generally favourable to primary 
industry throughout most of the prodUCing a~eas" Rainf8Al wa3~ however~ greatly in 
excess of normal over parts of New South Wales, Victoria and South Australias causing 
severe flooding, particularly late in the seasono On the other hand? some pastoral 
districts of Western Australia experienoed extremely dry cond1tions$ 

Wheat yields reaohed a new record level of 19 .. 2 bushels per &Crap 304 
bushels per acre above the previous year.. The yield per acre of barley was 220 0 
bushels compared with the previous seasons' 11,,4 and the re co 1'0. 1952~53 yield of 2505 
bushel So Maize yields at 2804 bushels were lower than 1954=55 (2909 bushels)~ while 
rice yields were considerably !~duced9 from 13103 to 114.1 bushels per soreo Oat 
yields were the highest since 1947-480 Milk and meat production both set new reoordso 

The wet conditions experienced in the latter part of 1955=56 continued up 
till Novemberg 1956 and prevented the sowing of substantial areas 9 partioular1y to wheatg 
in 1956-570 In addition to the substantial reduotion in area sown to wheat 9 mainly in 
the Eastern States, there was a fall in the yield per aore and production of wheat is 

• estimated to have been only 1349700,000 bushels~ the smallest harvest recorded since 
1946-410 Stone fruits also suffered from the excessive rainfall, heavy losses of trees 
ooourring.. Since November, however, rainfall has been oonsiderably be11)w average over 
the greater part of the oontinent and, towards the olose of the 195~57 season, the 
quality of pastures was deteriorating rapidly although liyestock were still generally in 
good condi tion .. 

Index n~be?->s of qua.p.~~ (1090 :value at const~~ ;P.E!.~es12! fa,.!!! P:r..2~ucts 
for food use are shown in Table 2, for the period t93~31to 1938-39 and eaoh year 
1946:4'7 to 1956-51 c These index numbers are shown in three series - produotion i exports 
and apparent consumption of farm products for food use in Australia - on both a total 
and per head of mean population basisv 

During the years 1947-48 to 1950-51, generally good seasonal conditions were 
eiperienced fairly uniformly throughout farming areas of Australia and in those years 
the index of production of _:f2:rm produc~ts_!or fEed use averaged about 12 per oent .. more 
than in the pre-war years 1936-31 to 1938-39. In 1951-529 the index fell to 
approximately the same level as in the pre-war period, while in 1952-53? when seasonal 
oonditions were exceptionally good t production rose sharply to 18 per cento above the 
pre-war level, followed in 1953~54 by a further increase of 4 per cent~ There was a 
small decline in the index during 1954-55, but in 195~56 it reaohed a record level of 
28 per oent. above pre-war. It is estimated that the index will fall in 1956-57 to 
about 19 per cent. above pre~war beoause of reduoed production of wheat9 oats, fruit 
and meats. 



The index of farm production of food per head_of populat;t.on, during the years 
1947-48 to 1950-51 averaged about 3 per cent" less than in pre-war years 1936-31 to 
1938-390 This was followed in 1951-52 by a decline to 19 per cent. less than pre-war 
production per head.. In 1952=53 and 1953-54 the good seasons assisted recovery in 
production per head of population but it was still about 6 per cento less than the 
pre-war level falling again in 1954-55 to 9 per cent. below pre-waro The index rose in 
1955-56 to 95 per cento of the pre-war level but it is estimated to have fallen to 86 
pel' cent. in 1956-57~ This comparison is intended to indicate relative growth of total 
Australian population and of farm production for food use. It is not relevant to the 
consideration of productivity of farm population. 

The index of farm food products exported during the period 1941-48 to 1950-51 
averaged about 11 per cent. more than during the pre-war years 1936-31 to 1938-39, but 
in 1951-52 lower production with about the same quantities consumed in Australia resulted 
in a pronounced fall in the index of food exported to approximately 30 per cent. below 
the pre-war level. Since then with the exception of 1953-54 when the level returned to 
approximately that of pre-wart the index of exports has been substantially above pre-war. 
Estimated exports of farm food products in 1956-57 represent about 39 per cent. of total 
food production, compared with 40 per cent. in 1955-56, 38 per cent. during the period 
1947-48 to 1950-51 and 39 per oent. in the pre-war period 1936-37 to 1938-39- The index 
91. f~~~roduots. exported per head of po.wlation has been below pre-war levels in all 
post-war years, except 1947-4~; in 1955-56 it was 96 per cent. and in 1956-57 an 
estimated 86 per cent.. of the pre-war figure. 

~ index numbers of food ~i!L,t.2pms of farm products) consumed* in,.Australi<e:. 
~er head of Ropulation indicate that the level of food consumed per head in each post-war 
yee:.r has been somewhat below the level. of consumption in the pre-war period 1936-37 to 
1938-39& Oertain adjustments have been made for unrecorded stock movements in 
calculating the index numbers for reoent years, and the figures for 1955-56 and 1956-57 
should be regarded as provisional. The index numbers of food available for consumption 
per head have been about 3 to 5 per oentu lower in the six years ending 1956=57 than in 
the preceding four years. While there has been a decrease in the quantity of food 
available for oonsumption per head it is possible that this may have been offset in part 
~;~~by reduced wastage before ultimate consumption within the homeo Factors 
oonducing to this are more effioient distribution methods (e.g" refrigerated transport 
and airfreight of perishable commodities) and the large increase in household 
refrigera t:ion. In addi tion there has possibly been incre ased hnme product-ion of 
vegetables, fruit and eggs. I t is extremely difficult to gauge this trend and the 
caloulations ;,n this Bulletin contain a constant allowance for supplies from home 
production. 

While there has been a slight downward tendency in consumption of food pel' 
head, the increase in the Australian population has resulted ina continuous rise (except 
in 1951-52 and 1952-53) in the index of.J.o t aI, consumption of food in Australia in each 
post-war year and in 1956-57, it is estimated at 31 per cent. greater than in the pre-war 
period. The increase in population over the same period was approximately 39 per cent. 

The quantum indexes shown in' Table 2 are index of total value at constant 
prioes calculated by revaluing quantities of each farm product included in the indexes 
at the average unit gross value of each product for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39* 

.' 

Tests have disclosed that the use of corresponding weights based on post-war , 
prices (or unit values) would not have affected the indexes materially. The items 
included in each index comprise products in the form in which they are sold from farms 
in all cases except livestock sold for slaughter for meat, which are included in terms 
of dressed carcass weight of meat. Quantity data relating to exports include exports of 
processed food in terms of farm product equivalent, e.g~ the quantities of meat exports 
used in calculating the index include estimated carcass weight equivalents of oanned and 
cured meat exported in addition to the exports of carcass meat as such. The index of 
£.J."oduc~iop relates basically to gross output of farm products for food use"lincluding 
crops exported for stock-feeding overseas} and therefore measures the combined effect of 
many influences such as (a) trends in farming aotiv:Uy (i.e. areas cropped, livestock 
raised and/or slaughtered, cows milked etc.), (b) variations in yields of crops per unit 
of area cropped and of livestock products per unit of livestock, (c) the effects of 
variable seasonal conditions and (d) changes in farming efficiency, labour supply and the 
level of internal costs in Australia. Data showing trends in farming activity in the 
case of principal individual types of farming are included in the sub-sections followinge 

* See the Preface to this Bulletin for an exposition of the method of arriving at 
apparent Australian consumption together with a statement of the reservations 
attaChing to the consumption estimates. 



INDEXES OF QUANTUM(a.) 

OF PRODUCTION, EXPORTS AND CON5UMPTION(b) 

OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE ~,: AU STR A L I A 

BASE IN EACH CASE -AVERAGE 1936-37 TO 1938-39=100 
INDEX No. INOEX No. 
140~--~----~------F-----~----~--~~--~----~--~------_140 

I 

TOTAL QUANTUM (a.) 

'< 12o1----+---t----+---::;;;.,.....,;;-.. 

It 

iOOI-~--+------+-----+-----h_--~--_+~~--+_--~----~----,IOO 

80·~---+----~---~----~--~~---+----+---_+----+_--~ao 
\ I ! I 

(a)VAI.UE AT CONSTANT PRICES 'y' 
(b)AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION I 

I ! I 
6Ci '-----I.---I---.L--_--i-__ ...i-__ I--_--I.. __ ....I.-_-..J __ ~ 60 
194~~47 1948-49 1950-51 1952-53 1954·55 1956-57 , 

INDEX No. INDEX No. 
'I fO r-----r---,.-----.---,.----,.,---,....----r-.......... -,...-----r-----, II 0 

I 
I 

£1 
01 

70Hr--~-----t-----+-----~~-+ ~,~·--+-----~--~----~----~70 , ~ 
" I 

(a)VALUE AT CONSTANT PRICES 
(b)AVA!LABLE FOR CONSUMPTION 

\ I 

. 
50----~----~--~----~--~----~----~--~----~--~50 
1946-47 1948-49 1950-51 1952~53 1954-55 ' 1956-57 
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TABLE 2 : INDEXES OF MEAN PO~~':g2!L_~~F,; QUP~.i!l,l>F:>1~l·ill~q'llON9 EXPOR,m 

AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION OF FARM PRODUCTS FOR FOOD USE iAUSTRALIA _= :O;::::O::4Aloo ==--:"*= ~............... :::a::a-=.~:::=.-~.!"""~-=;:c:~.o;:;;:.".,.: .~~ 

(Base in each case = Average 193~31 to 193~39 • 100) 

Year 

A comparison in trends in food production in Australia and selected oversea 
countries is provided by the following "Index Numbers of Agricul tural Production ~ Food" 
published by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nationso 

(Source : Food and Agrlcul tural Organization of the United Nations) 

(Base in each oaS9 : = Pre=war = 100) (a) 

Cou.ntry =~~~~I pr(~~~l1-;51=5;]~ ;;;~I;;;~3:;~~~;;~~;Mf,56 
--~-u-~-t-~-!-i~-·l:-, -(-c-)~~=~~=~'c~.=.~- ~~ ~gy~= -"-~~~~' .~~ ;~'~=~~~~f=' :~~~~l=l=~~ -= 

~~~~==--~~."..~~~~=. ~~ " ".,..=.......,..~~-=> 

Canada 100 147 179 165 118 152 
New Zealand 100 113 119 120 117 122 
Union of South Africa 
United Kingdom 
United States of AmeriGa 

100 146 140 157 113 170 
100 123 127 135 131 130 
100 136 146 147 141 150 

(a) Pre-war base periods used are: Australia~ Average 1936=31 to 1938=390 
United Kingdom, Average 1934~38, other countries v Average 1935=390 

(b) Preliminary figureso (0) These are the index numbers of quan~~ (ioee value at 
constant prices) compiled in this Bureau for Australian purposes (see Table 2)~ due to a 
different method of compilation they diff0r slightly from the index numbers for Australia 
compiled by F.AoOo 

(ii) WBEA'I',: Particulars of the area sown to wheat for grain and the production~ exports 
and consumption of wheat are shown below for the pre=war period and each year since 
1946-47" The are a sown for grain has declined continuously from 1947-48 to 1956-57 wi th 
the exception of the two years 1953=54 and 1954~~55 when there was a small recovery .. 
The decrease in 1956-57 was considerable~ sowings being 42 per centc below average 
sowings during the years 1936-37 to 1938=39 and the lowest for 43 yearso The decline 
in sowings since the wsr has been offset by very good yields~ ever,y year having been in 
excess of 15 bushels per acre compared with an average of about 12 bushels pre=waro 
Conss4uently production up to 1955=56 remained high9 generally around 200 million bushels" 
In 1956-51t the average yield was 1703 bushels but the greatly diminished sowings reduced 
production to the lowest level since the drought year of 1946-47e 



5. 

In 1955-56 (cereal year ended 30th November, 1956), exports of wheat 
(inoluding wheat equivalent of flour and breakfast foods), at 132 million bushels, 
reached their highest level sinoe pre-war. The available s~pply of wheat (inoluding 
wheat equivalent of flour) for export in 1956-51 amounted to about 130 million bushels 
after allowing for 20 million ~~shels as normal car~7-over. 

The wheat equivalent of flour consumed in Australia has risen at 
approximately the same rate as the Australian population and in 1956-;51 is estimated to 
have exoeeded pre-war oonsumption by 35 per cent. Considerably larger quan'ti ties of 
wheat have been fed to stock in Australia in recent years than before the war. 

TABLE 4 : WHEAT: AREA SOWN, PRODUCTION, EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION: AUSTRALIA 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to 193~39 = 100) 

Area Sown Production Exports of Human Consumption of 

for Grain of Wheat Wheat (b) Wheat Produots fin tams 
(a) of Wheat) 0) 

Year 
MilliOnl I d 

. Index 
'000 Index Million Index Million I Per Head 
Aores Bu h 1 I n ex Bushels Bushels S e s Total of Popul-

ation 
Average , 

1936-31 to 1938-39 13 9 466 100 I 164.1 100 105.6 100 30.9 100 100 
1946-41 13,180 98 I 117.3 71 46.0 44 36·4 118 108 ! 
1941-48 13,880 103 I 220.1 134 131.8 125 35.3 114 103 
1948-49 12,583 93 190.7 116 120.1 114 35.9 116 102 
1949-50 12,240 91 218.2 133 120.5 114 31.1 122 104 
1950-51 11,663 81 184.2 112 129.6 123 39.5 128 106 
1951-52 10,384 17 I 159.1 91 82.9 19 40.1 130 105 
1952-53 10,209 76 I 195.2 119 102.9 91 39.9 129 102 
1953-54 10,751 80 I 198.0 120 6"{.2 64 39.1 127 98 
1954-55 10,613 79 168.6 102 100.5 95 40.0 129 98 
1955-56 10,166 15 195.4 119 13203 125 4105 134 99 
1956-51(d) 1,794 58 134.7 82 (e) (e) 4'108 135 91 

(a) Inoludes quantities used for stock-feeding and for seen. (b) Includes exports of 
flour and breakfast foods in terms of wheat. (c) Flour and breakfast foeo.s. 
(d) Estimated 9 (e) Not yet available. 

(iii) SUGAR: FollOwing reduotions during the war years, the area of sugar cane out for 
crushing increased to 314,200 aores by 1954. It has deolined slightly since then. 
Production of. raw sugar has also risen substantially, the three seasons 1952 to 1954 
each setting new records. Production deolined from 1~327~500 tons in terms of 94 net 
titre in 1954-55 to 1,171,100 tons in 1955-56 but is estimated to have recoyered to 
1,212,000 tons in 1956-57. 

Exports of sugar (including sugar exported in manufactured produots) have 
, varied oonsiderably since the war, being 215,200 tons in 1951-52 and 790 9 600 tons in 

1954-550 During 1955-56, exports fell to 631,200 tons but are estimated to have risen 
substantially in 1956-510 

Sugar consumption per head has receded from the high post-war level rec01~ed 
up to 1951-52 and has since been at from 3 to 1 per cent. above the pre-war averageo 



Particulars o.f the area of sugar cane cut 'for 'crllshirrg,and the produotion, 
exports and consumption of raw sugar are shown in-the table'below~ 

~,.2t·R!W ~GAR ~ ··AREA:, 2.1E~ FO:R~B!NGt A."!!L Pl!011t"Pc:r!{)N!,.mORT.S , 

AND JI..PP ABENT COO'SUMPTIONt'AUSTRALI,!' -- -
(Base of Index Numbers - Average 1'936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

Area' of Sugar Production of '" -" -~ ,-- .' -
Exports of Apparent Consumption Cane Cut for Raw Sugar Sugar (a) of Sugar (a) Crushing (94 net titre) 

Yeal' ... . - . Index 
.. 

'000 Index 
1 000 Index "000 Index 

1000 Per Read 
Acres Tons Tons Tons Total of Popul-

ation 

Average 
1936-37 to 1938-39 258.1 100 804.4 100 450 .. 0 100 348.6 100 100 

1946-41 227.0 88 551,,9 69 161 ~O 36 418.5 120 110 
1947-48 222.5 86 605.3 15 147.9 33 462.5 133 119 
1948-49 226 .. 3 103 943.1 117 477 .. 1 106 436 .. 4 125 110 
1949-50 281.3 109 937.1 116 502,.2 112 441.7 121 108 
1950-51 211q9 105 921,,1 115 441.8 100 418ci6 137 114 
1951-52 281$1 109 745.4 93 215.2 48 483.1 139 112 
1952-53 280,,0 108 948,,9 118 519.4 115 456.8 131 103 
1953-54 340.5 132 1,254.4 156 16309 170 417.4 137 106 
1954-55 374 .. 2 145 1,327 .. 5 165 790.6 116 500.7 144 106 
1955-56(b) 372.8 144 1,171.7 146 631 .. 2 140 508.2 146 107 
1956-57(c) 369.9 143 1,212.0 151 736.8 164 509.0 146 105 

(a) Raw and refined sugar and suga.r in manufactured products all in terms of raw sugar 
(94 net titre)4 (b) Subject to revision. (0) Estimated. 

(iv)~: The number of dairy cows (in milk and dry) rose continuously from the low 
war-time levels until March, 1950, but declined in the two years following~ In March, 
1952, when some major dai~Jing districts were affected by severe drought, the numbers 
were about 7 per oent~ less then the average number for the three years 1937 to 1939. 
Numbers have increased, however, in eaoh year sinoe and the total of 3,323,000 reoorded 
at March, 1956 was the highest eYer, 31,000 more then the previoul3 record in 1936. 
Following the substantial decline in milk produotion during 1951-52 due to dry conditions 
experienoed in northern New South Wales and Queensland, there was an inorease in 1952-53 
of 16 per cent. Further adverse weather condi tiona in 195J-54 again affected produotion 
but the 1954-55 and 1955-56 seasons were excellent and milk production reaohed the recerd 
level of 1,405 million gallons, 23 per cent. above pre-war, in the latter year. ~e 

dry summer and autumn of 1956-57 has resulted in an anticipated reduotion to 1,380 
million gallons" 

Exports of butter, oheese and other milk products (expressed in terms of milk 
equivalent) fell sharply to 76 per cento of the pre-war level in 1950-51 mainly because 
of increased consumption resulting from the lifting of butter rationing on 16th June, 
1950. The further sharp drop in the following season was a result of the decline"in 
production mentioned above. Since 1952-53 exports have risen considerably and in 
1955-56 exceeded the pre-war level for the first time' "Since;'1949--:50. 

The apparent consumption of milk (including the milk, ,equivalent of milk 
products) per head of population since the lifting of butter rationing in June, 1950 has 
been slightly higher than before the war with the exception of 1952-53 and 1956-57. 
Wi th the rise in population total qU(3.nti ties of milk and milk produots oonsumed in 
Australia have risen in the last three years to about 35 per cent .. ,. ab~ve pre-war .. 



Relevant particulars of dairy cow numbers and production, exports and 
oonsumption of milk are shown below. 

TABLE 6 : DAIRY cow NUMBERS .A1ID PRODUCTION, EXPORTS .A1ID APPARENT 

CONSU":MI>TION OF MILK : AUSTRALIA 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

I Number of Dairy Production of Exports of Apparent Consumption Cows (In milk & Milk (All' 
Dry) at Maroh Purposes) Milk (a) of Milk (a) 

Year Index 

'000 Index Million Index Million Index Million Per Head 
Gallons Gallons Gallons Total of Popul-

ation 

Avera~ 
1936-37 to 1938-39 3,211 100 1,142 100 452.2 100 689.4 100 100 

1946-47 3,013 94 1,079 94 370.4 82 725.2 105 96 
1947-48 3,085 96 1,172 103 417.7 106 726.9 105 95 
1948-49 3,159 98 1,209 106 486.1 107 733.3 106 94 
1949-50 3,191 99 1,238 1,08 476.4 105 760.9 110 94 
1950-51 3,149 98 1,198 105 342.4 76 885.0 128 106 
1951-52 2,973 93 1,047 92 132.6 29 901.2 131 105 
1952-53 3,087 96 1,215 106 335.8 74 868.0 126 99 
1953-54 3,211 100 1,190 104 275.3 61 929.3 135 104 
1954-55 3,236 101 1,326 116 373.8 83 931.9 135 102 
1955-56(b) 3,323 103 1,405 123 460.0 102 932.6 135 100 
1956-57( c) (d) (d) 1,380 121 460 .. 0 102 936.0 136 98 

(a) Includes milk products in terms of milk. 
(d) Not yet available. 

(b) Subject to revision. (c) Estimated. 

(v) BEEF AND VEAL: Numbers of cattle (other than dairy cows) have risen continuously in 
each post-war year except for 1951-52 when owing to the effects of drought in northarn 
beef-producing &reas there was a slight decrease. At March, 1956, numbers stood at the 
record level of 13.1 million. 

B~ef apd Veal production, following the decline in 1951-52, has risen 
continuously to an estimated 770,000 tons during 1956-57, the highest production ever 
ach1eved. 

Exports of beef and veal. (including oarcass equivalent weight of oanned meat 
~orts) have increased greatly since 1951-52 and in 1955-56 were 86 per cento above 
pre-war. It is anticipated that they will fall somewhat in 1956-57. 

Apparent consum~tion of beef and veal per head of population in Australia has 
been lower in all post-war years than in the pre-war period. In 1955-56 consumption per 
head was 14 per cent. below pre-war but in 1956-57 it is estimated to have risen 

, considerably to only 7 per cent. below. Owing to the increase in population, total 
supplies oonsumed exceeded: pre-war consumption by an estimated 29 per oent. in 1956-57. 

Partioulars of oattle numbers and production, exports and consumption of beef 
, and veal are shown in the following table • 

• 
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TABLE 7 : CATTLE :N1LMJ3ERS AIm PRODUCTION! J~XPORTS AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION OF 

BEEF AND \~AL : AUSTRALIA 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 • 100) 

!To. of No. of Exports of Cattle Production 
(other than Cattle of Beef :Beef and Apparent Consumption 

Slaughtered Veal of :Beef and Veal Dairy Cows) for Meat and Veal ( a) 
Year , at March 

I "000 '000 tOD~ 
Inde.x 

I Per Head 

I '000 Index '000 Index tons Index tons Index tons 
(b) (b) (b) Total of Popul-

, - - ation 
-.. 

I Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 I 9,933 100 3,605 tOO 569.1 100 133.6 100 435.5 100 100 
1946-47 110,414 105 3,164 88 487.8 86 153 •. 3 115 333 .. 5 71 70 
1947-48 ! 10,700 108 3,378 94 1562.0 99 164.3 123 386 .. 8 89 80 
1948-49 1

10 ,965 110 3,494 97 517.3 101 152 .. 9 114 432 .. 4 99 87 
1949-50 11,449 115 3,608 100 606 .. 5 107 153.4 115 462.9 106 91 
1950-51 12,080 122 3,735 104 651.5 114 138.0 103 503.2 116 96 
1951-52 11,921 120 3,686 102 581.9 102 114.3 86 468.6 108 87 
1952-53 12,160 122 3,966 110 674.8 119 198.0 148 480.2 110 87 
1953-54 12,390 125 4,416 122 704.3 124 249 .. 5 187 459 .. 8 106 82 
1954-55 12,600 127 4,485 124 119.9 126 234.7 176 476.3 109 82 
1955-56 ~~~ 13,134 132 4,612 128 749.7 132 247.9 186 511.1 117 86 
1956-57 (e) (e) 4,650 129 770.0 135 210.0 151 560.0 129 93 , 

(a) Includes exports of canned meat in terms of carcass weifht. (b) Carcass weight. 
(0) Subject to revision. (d) Estimated. (e) Not yet available. 

(vi) MUTTON ~m LAMB: Partioulars of sheep 8lld lamb numbers and mutton and lamb 
production exports and apparent consumption are shown in the following table. 

Numbers~of !3hee:L:-and lambs have risen each year since 1947. It is 
estimated that the increase of 6.3 per cent. recorded between 1955 8lld 1956 will be 
exceeded by an 8.6 per cent. increase between 1956 8lld 1957. Estimated numbers at 
March, 1957 are 150.6 million. 

Mutton and. lamb jr,2ducti?p has declined from the peak reached in 1952-53, 
due partly to high average-wool prices and partly to increased carr,ying capacity of 
farms whioh has resulted. in a subst811tial reduction in slaughterings. Production • 
during the first nine months of 1956-51 was 11 per cent. below the corresponding period 
of 1955-56, but it is antiCipated that slaughterings willb~ at an increased rate during 
the final three months. 

E;xports of mutton and lamb (including carcass equivalent of canned meat 
exports) have exoeeded the pre-war level in only two years, 1949-50 and 1952-53. In 
1955-56, they were 21 per cent. below pre-war and current estimates indicate they will 
be much lower in 1956-57. 

A;a>arent co nsumR ti on of mp.etton and lamb per head has fluctuated oonsiderably 
since the war. Up' to 1951-521 t was low~r than pre-war, but in the fol~ow1ng four years 
it was at o~ slightly above the pre-war level. Consumption per head in 1956-57 is 
estimated to have fallen again to about 7 per cent. below pre-war. 

• 
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T.Al3LE 8 t SHEEP NUMBERS AL"lD PRODUC,:rION, EXPORTS .AND APPARENT CONSUMPTION 

OF MUTTON AND LAMB : AUSTRALIA 

(Base of Indexes - Average 1936-37 to 1938-39 a 100) 

No~ of No. of Exports of Sheep and Production Sheep and Lambs of Mutton Mutton and 
Lambs at Lamb 

March Slaughtered and Lamb (a) 
Year for Meat 

tOOO '000 
Mi11- Index Mi11- Index tons Index tons Index ion ion 

(b) (b) 

Average 1936-37 
to 1938-39 111.6 100 18.9 100 319.0 tOO 88.8 100 

1946-47 95·7 86 17.9 95 302.6 95 80.3 90 
1947-48 102.6 92 16.6 88 295·3 93 59.0 66 
1948-49 108.7 91 18.3 97 320.4 100 54.3 61 
1949-50 112.9 101 20.3 107 358.1 112 101.6 114 
1950-51 115 .. 6 104 15 .. 1 83 214 .. 3 86 34 .. 2 39 
1951-52 117.6 105 16.0 85 282.4 89 23 .. 8 21 
1952-53 123.1 110 21.8 115 395·1 124 93.3 105 
1953-54 126.9 114 21.0 111 364.8 114 59.1 67 
1954-55 130.8 111 22.2 111 388.2 122 68.9 78 
1955-56 (0) 139.1 125 20.8 110 315.9 118 65.0 73 
1956-57 (d) 150.6 135 19.3 102 335.0 105 38.5 43 

(a) Includes exports of c.anned meat in terms of carcass weight. 
(c) Subject to revision.. (d) Estimated. 

Apparent Consumption 
of Mutton and Lamb 

1000 ... Ind.~x 

tons Per Read 

(b) Total of Popul-
ation 

230.2 100 tOO 
231.4 101 92 
241.5 105 94 
256.1 112 98 
264.5 115 98 
23604 103 85 
248 .. 3 108 87 
306.1 133 105 
315·1 131 106 
320.0. 139 105 
311 .. 6 135 100 
296.5 129 93 

(b) Carcass weight. 

(vii) OTEER FOOD PRODUCTS~ Partioulars of produotion9 exports and consumption of other 
food products for 1955-56 in comparison with earlier years are shown in detail in later 
sections of this Bulletin~ 

(viii) CONSUMPTION OF FOODSTUFFS: Details of the apparent consumption of foodstuffs and 
beverages e~pressed in pounds per head of population per annum are shown in fourteen 
commodi ty groups in the follOwing table for the ave.rage of the three years 1936-37 to 
1938-39, the average of the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and for each year 1953-54 to 
1955-56. Apparent consumption per head of population for several commodities during 
1955-56 was slightly lower than in the previous year, these items being meat~ eggs, 
butter, potatoes, vegetables and grain products. Small increases were registered in 
the other commodity groups. The increase in the consumption of beverages was due to a 
2 per cent. increase in beer consumption and small increases in coffee and wine. 

The estimated quantities of foodstuffs entering consumption shown in the 
various tables throughout this Bulletin are over-stated by the inclusion of food which 

• has been exported in the, form of individual gifts forwarded by parcel post. Further 
reference to these exports will be found in earlier issues of this Bulleti:t:l. For 
details of the method of calculating consumption and the defioiencies in the:. various 
statistics see the Preface to thia Bulletin. 
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20 U;VEL OF :NU'rRI.~T lJiIT.AKE t 122!,l-i.§. 

NOTE: The A"lalysis in this S'iHTtion is based on the s'J:a:tistios collected by the 
Commonwealth Statistician as set out elzewhere in this Bulletin and is therefore 
subject to the same qualifications.. See the Preface for a statement of these 
qualifioations .. 

In order to determine whsther the quantities of the various foodstuffs 
passing :l.nto consumption are likely to be suffioient for adequate nutrition, it is 
neoessary to calculate the amount of nutrients the foods provide. The ba3is for the 
ealoulations in this section of the Bulletin have been ohanged since issue No" 8, 
and Nos. 9s 10 and 11 are based on eonverdon factors oalculatedtrom "Tables of 
Composi tion of Australian Foods" (Os14.:md and Wilson, Canberra, 1954) 0 Comparisons with 
years prior to 1952-53 (whioh has been revised on this basis) are therefore not 
entirely valid. However, with the e~eption of the figures shown for vitamin A, whioh 
have all been revised on the new basis~ the change in conversion factors does not 
seriously affect.comparison with years prior to 195&053. 

The nutritive value of the food passing into consumption during the year 
1955-56 is shown in Table 13 following~ and ~ompllrisons 'Wi th previous years and with 
other OOUlltries in Tab] es 14 and 15 respectively .. 

In Tables 13-15 no allowanoes are made for losses of nutrients due to the 
effects of stcrage and cooking_ SUoh losses may be considerable, but they are SO 
variable that preoise allowances oannot be estimated. Loeses due to processing have 
been allowed for in the oonversil)n :£,aO'(;01'8 used f'Ol." pr"c:9ssed and preserved foods. 

1i.J~~E2:Ad Diet§l~-lllE~~. 

The nutritive value of '~ha food pl::tssing into oonsumption may be oompared 
with some arbitrary standard such as quantities of. nut1"i311ts reoommended for 
oonsumption" The Reoommended Die"i;ary Allowanoes for AustraJ.ia formulated by 
the Nutrition Committ@A of the National Health and Medioal Research Counoil 
(Medioal Journal of AustraUa9 2~ 113, 1954) p:i..~ovids such a yardstiok. It must be 
emphasised tha.t these allowanG91S do ncrl; necessal>ily !'ep!'es~J:lt nutrient requi!'aments; 
rather were they devised for ihs planning of praotioal diets wi thin the average 
Australian food pattern. P:i:,!'<oise infcllllatic:n coner.ling human requir.gments of 
certain nutrients is far from complete; and no oonolusion regarding the nutritional 
status of the oommuni ty shouJ.dba drawn from oompariscms wi th these reoommended 
allowances.. A deviation from the :::-8oommandsd. allowance of' the order of 10-15~ 
is not regarded a.s a serious defioienoy.. Even if the nutrient intake is more 
than 15% below the reoommended allowanoa, a nut,r~tional defioienoy cannot be 
assumed without clinical va!'ifica~:ton" 

The caloulated figu=~'esf being averages 9 give no info:zmation regarding 
the food consumption of indi~.duals or of ~peGific groups within the population. 
Also, the iigu.res represent foods available fer oonsunlpt:i.on, whioh is not st:1'ictly 
the same as food consumed. The Food and AgTicultu~e Organization ot the United 
Nations estj~ates that up to 15~ of tood available may be wasted in communities 
wi th a plen-l,i:ful food supp ly ~ 

Wi th these reservations, the nutrients available for consumption are 
oompared in Ta.ble 12 vvith the I'9comm'7lnded al1~wanc:;18. The recommended allowanoes 
are ave1.~agas weighted aocord.ing to tha val'iollS age groups in the popUlation. 
Such a comparison is u.seful as an indication of trends in food consumption even though 
no inferent:1es of nutritional d,,:ficienoy are valid .. 

10$S98 of NUtrients 
~<~--,--.-~- ---.-

lAS a result of storage and cooking, certain foods, particularly fruit and 
vegetables, could lose some of their nutritive value. ~~ estimate of possible losses 
of thiamine and asoorbio aoid (Vi taminC) in oooking has been made and the factors 
applied to the nutrients available for oonsumption~ Losses of other nutrients do oocur 
but not in amounts that are likely to be signifioant. Losses due to storage have not 
been estimated" 

Losses of vitamin ~ cover a wide range~ from almost nil to 100~ The 
estimates ~.ven in the follovdng two tables are applioable to average conditions 
and methods, but losses could be l'9duoad to less than these figures by careful cooking6 
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TABLE 10 : AVERAGE LOSS OF VITAMIN 0 IN COOKING 

Food 

Leafy Green Vegetables 

Potatoes 

Other Vegetables 

Stewed Fruit 

Estimated average loss 
of Vi temin C in oooking 
ro~ ------------

50~ (Cooked in skin, negligible 
loss) 

(Boiled and mashed, ro~ or 
more) 

Losses from tomatoes, citrus fruit and other unoooked fruits and vegetables 
are assumed to be negligible while losse~ in oanning and drying of fruit 
and vegetables have already been aooounted for in the oaloulations made 
for the figures in Table 13. 

TABLE 11 J ESTIMATED VITAMIN C AVAILABLE AFTER ALLOWANCE FOR COOKING LOSSES, 1955-56 
(Per Head per-Day)"" 

Milk 
Meat 

Food. 

Tomatoes and Citrus Fruit 
OtherFrui t -
Fresh and Canned 
Cooked 

Potatoes 
Leafy Green and Yellow Vegetables -
Cabbage and Greens 
Lettuoe, oanned vega. 
Carrots, legumes 

Other Vegetables 

TOTAL, 

'I Caloulated Value 
(See Table No. 13) 

I 
mg 

! 

I 

4 
2 

24 

5 
4 

21 

6 
t 
3 

13 

83 

Amount Available 

( a) 
(a) 

24 

4 
2 

10 

2 
1 
1 
6 

50 

(a) Some vitamin C could be retained in these foods. 

The table below shows the quantity of nutrients available for 
intake in the Australian diet (as shown in Table 13) less estimated cooking 
losses, oompared with the desirable quantities reoommended by the National 
Health and Medioal Researoh Counoil. 

There is a significant loss of Thiamine in the oooking of meat and 
vegetables, the amount of loss depending on the method and duration of cooking. 
In a normal mixed diet it is aoourate enough to allow 15 per cent. deduotion 
from the total Thiamine available. 

TABLE 12 I NOTRI&is".AVAfi.-ABLE FOR CONSUMPTION IN AUSTRALIA, 1955-56, COMPARED WITH 
RmOWENDED'ALLOWANCES 

Nutrient 

Oalories 
Protein, g .. 
Caloium, mg .. 
Vitamin At I~ uo 

Thiamine, mg .. 
Hi boflavin.mg. 
Niaoin, mg" 
Ascorbic acid, mg .. 

(Per Head per Day) 

Reoommended 
Allowances 

2260 
61 

930 
4480'· 

1. 13 
1.5 

1103 
33 .'. 

I 
I
Nutrients 
estimated 

I 

3276 
88 

782 
7047 

INutrients available 

il bl 1 I 
expressed as a 

ava a €I ess. ( ) . percentage excess + 
cookJ.ng losses d' -£i i ( ) I or e 0 enoy - on 

reoomlliended allowanoes 

~+145 .. 0 
(+)44.2 
(-) 15.9 
(+)57.2 

1.12 (-) 0~9 
1.7 (+) 13. 3 

17 ~6 ( +)55 3 8 
50 (+)51.5 



The number of Calories available in 1955-56 measuring the 
energy-yielding value of the diet, decreased very slightly compared 
with 1954*559 but still reaohed the high level of 3275 Calories. 
This deorease refleoted a slightly lower consumption of meat and 
grain produots, potatoes, nuts and pulses, which was not quite 
offset by the slightly inoreased oonsumption of fats, sugar and 
milke 

The consumption of Pr2tein was slightly lower than the 195~55 
figure, due to a slightly decreased consumption of pulses, nuts and 
grain products., 

The quantities of iron, thiamine, riboflavin and niacin consumed 
were not signifioantly different from those of the previous year. 

Although the intake of vitamin A was lower, mainly due to the 
lower oonsumption of fruits and vegetables, (other than tomatoes 
and oitrus) it was well in excess of the recommended alloWanoes. 
As a result of our high meat oonsumption protein a-nd:-niacin are 

; also well in excess. A satisfactory margin of riboflavin was 
available. 

The intake of calciUm increased to 782 mg.,' a figure lower than 
the recommended allowance of 930 mge The consumption of fluid whole 
milk did not alter, the inoreased calcium being almost entirely 
supplied by a higher oonsumption of skim milk, conoentrated milk 
(used in ice-cream), and infants and'invalid foods. 

The amount of asoo·rbic acid available was of a satisfactory level. 
Even when cooking losses are allowed for, there was a satisfactory 
margin over the recommended allowances. This margin, however, could 
easily be reduced if unsatisfactory methods of storage and oooking 
were usedo 

The amount of thiamine available for consumption could be 
marginal unless losses were minimised by conservative cooking methods. 
Table 13 shows that fats (inoluding butter) and sugars, although 
providing 30~ of the calories, provide no thiamine. It is the 
relatively high oonsumption of these foods, particularly sugar, that 
unbalances the thiamine intake, rather than the lack of specifically 
thiamine-rich foodso 
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30 PRODUCTION2 DISTRIBUTION AND APPAR~~ CONSUMPTION OF INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES 
(i) Milk and Milk Products:JExcluding Butted 

The production of whole milk for 8,11 purposes during the year 1955-56 was 
approXimately 1,405.2 million gallons a record.. This was 79.4 million gallons 
more than the previous record established the preceding year. 

During the three years ended 1938-399 78 per cento of Australia1 s milk 
supply was used for butte~making~ 5 per cent. for cheese manufacture? 3 per cento 
for condensery products and 14 per cent. for fluid oonsumption and other purposes. 
Since the war, there has been a considerable decline in the use of milk for butter 
al though in more recent years wi th incl'~asing production of milk there has been 
some reversal of this trend. The proportions in 1955-56 were 69 per cento for 
butter, 6 per cent~ for cheese9 5 per cent. for condensery products and 20 per cent. 
for other purposes. 

Details of the quantity of whole milk produced aId used for various purposes 
in the years 1951-52 to 1955-56 are shown in the following table in comparison with 
the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39, and the average for the three 
years 1946-47 to 194a...49. 

TABLE 16: WHOLE MILK: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION : J[J STRALIA 
_. (, 000 Gallons ) 

~ . Quanti t.l Used for 
Total I Butt Chee'se 

I 

Year ~ Whole :Milk (F ,eI' (Factory Oondensery Other 
" ac'tory Products Purposes ProduoeC1. , & Farm) & Fa:rm) 

Average 1936-31 to 1938-39 19 '141,116 891,155 54 9933 33 9 226 161,862 
Average 1946-47 to 1948-59 19153~236 738 s 310 919 642 18 9 739 244,485 
1951-52 1,047,376 6269 560 87 t 360 16 9 496 256,960 
1952-53 192151241 7719522 100~224 839655 259,840 
1953-54 19 189,652 137 9 474 I 1059870 75 9 995 270 9 313 
1954-55 276 9213 
1955-56 (a) 

1,325.399 I 886.65[98.569 L 64.365 
.2!~?~273~~~]]1 83,?!4__ 1~t631 1382~035 

(a) &~bject to revisi6no 

Details of the production ad utilization of milk and milk produots (excluding 
butter) are mown in the tables below for the year 1955-56 in oomparison with the 
earlier periods speoified. 

During 1955-569 produotion of condensed and concentrated milk was 
approximately 11,200 tons (23 per cent) mora than the quantity produced in the 
previous year but was still 2,100 tons below 195.3---54.. Powdered milk production 
increased substantially by 79600 tons or 19 per cento Infants' and invalids ° foods 
also showed a marked production increase of 29 200 tons or 20 per cento The output 
of all preserved milk produots expressed in terms of whole milk equivalent 
amounted to 7206 million gallons, which was 8.3. million gallons (13 per cent) higher 
than output in the previous year but 1609 million gallons (19 per cent) less than the 
record production of 1949-50. 

Exports of condensery products in 1955-56 increased with greater 
produotion. In the case of powderad milk exports exceeded the previous record 
shipments of 25,700 tons in 195a..53 

Cheese produotion in 1955-56 fell again for the second successive 
year to its lowest post - war level~ being 69 500 tons (14 per cent) less than 
1954-55 and 10 9 500 tons (21 per cent) less th-'ln the record production of 1953-54. 



MILK: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 

1955-56 

BUTTER 967 MIL GALS. 

68'8°/0 

TOTAL PRODUCTION 1,405 MILLiON GALLONS 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA,A.C.T. JULY,'957 



T,ABLE 17 : MILK : PRODUCTION AND 1:JTILIZATION : AUSTRALIA 
(Million gallons) = 

. Average I Average 
1953-5~ 1954-55 

1955-56 Partioulars 1936-37 to I 1946-47 to ( a) 
1938-39 194&.49 i 

Net Change in Stocks. - - - - -
Production 1,142 1,153 .. . 19 190 19326 19405 

Total Supplies: 19 142 19 153 19 190 1,326 1,405 

Exports (incl .. Ships· Stores) - I - - .. - -
Miscellaneous Uses (b)· i 981 I 920 937 1 ~O68 19 142 ! 

Apparent Consumption (c) I 161 1 233 1 
.. 

253 258 263 
I 

a Sub ect to revision~ b ( ) j ( ) Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and 
condensed etc .. milk products and consumed as sweet cream~ (c) Il~Cllud.es small 
quanti ties of milk consumed as ice cream for miscellaneous manufacturing purposes and 
fed whole to livestook. 

TABLE 18 r :MILK PROnOOTSEXCLUDING- BUTTER) r PRODUCTION liID UTILIZATION: AUSTRALIA 
Note: Butter is included wi th Oils and Fats; see Seotion v 

A~'erage Average J 1 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 194tF- .47 t1 195 3-54 1954-55J 19~~56 

- 193[3...39 1948-49 
- CONDENSED .AND COl~CEl\lTRj~ MIL ('OOO Ton&l 

Net Change in Faotory Stocks (b) I tC) t-) 1 .. 1 =) 1,,0 +) 1 .. 3 
Produotion 21-.7 . 56.9 61 .. 9 48.6 -

~L 5
8.°_ ~~ . Supplies: 6209 47-.. 3 

E:x;ports (inol.,Ships' Stores) ! 8.5 I 3204 27,,7 20.4 
Apparent Consu.mption . J . 13 .. 2 i 25 .. 6 35 .. 2 26 .. 9 

POVv'DERED MILK (d) ('000 tons) 

Net Change in Factory Stooks (b) I (0) (-) 0., 2 r 0.8_ 
,,+) 0 .. 1 

Produotion 9!? +- 21,,~ . 38.7 ..40 .. 2 
I • 

Total SU~21ies: , 9.5 I 21.6 I 31 ~9 40 .. 1 i 

! .-

Exports (inoL, Ships' Stores) I 1.4 8.1 1 23.6 24.8 
ApparentCollsumption 8.1 1209 1403 15.3 

INFANTS' illiD INV.ALIDS' FOODS ' INCLUDInG MALTED MILKlle) ('000 tonsl. 

Net Change in Faotory Stooks (b) ( 0) (-) 0 .. 2 ,-) 1.7 1'-) 0 .. 5 
Production 3,,2 9 .. 3 11 .. 7 10.9 

Total Supplies: 3.,2 ! 9 .. 5 I 13.4 11.4 I 

7 5 :J 

Exports (inolcShips' Stores) I 0.2 I 5.2 I 5 .. 8 , 5.9 
A arent Consum tion 0 .. 6 I !:: .. pp p 

CHEESE ('JOO Tons) 

Net Change irA (;lold Store Stooks (b) (0) 
Production 24.9 

Total SUppl1e~: ·24.9 

EXports (inolo Ships' Stores) 11 .. 5 
Apparent Consumption .... 1J.4 ' 

( a) 

(d) 

Subject to revisiono (b) Including Imports$ 

Excludes POwdered Butter Milk and Wheyo (e) 

of non-fat malted milke 

t~) 1 .. 0 ' +) 0" 1 ~ -) 0 .. 9 
42.3 49 .. 1 i 45.1 

43 .. 3 . 49 .. 0 1 46 .. 0 
,,----'"' 

24" 3 22 .. 8 I 22 .. 2 
19.0 26 .. 21 23~e I 

(c) Not available. 

Inoludes small quantities 

+) 0.9 
59 .. 8 

·58.9 
25~3 
33.6 

+)O~2 
47 .. 8 

47.6 

29 .. 4 
18.2 

-) 1.8 
13 .. 1 

14.9 

6 .. 9 
8.0 

-) 1.6 
38 .. 6 

40.2 

17.3 
2~.9 

-

-

... 

-

-
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In the next table details of the estimated supplies of milk and milk produots 
(excluding butter) available foi' C!3l1sumptiort per head of popUlation are shown for the 
years 1953-54 to 1955-56 in comparison with the average for the three years ended 
1938-39 and the average fo~ the three years ended 1948-49. 

TABLE 19: SUPPLIES OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS (EXOLUDING BUTTER) 
AV AIL,ABLE. FORCONStlMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per hee,d peX' annum) 
Note: Butter is included with Oils ani Fats; see Section v) 

COlll.Jnodity 

Fluid Vfuole Milk -
Estimated Weight (b) 
Actual quantity in gallons 

Fresh Cream 
Condensed. Milk 

Full Cl'e.sm -
UnsweetEmed 
Sweetened 

) 
) 

Skim Sweetened ) 
Oonoentrated Whole Milk (0) 
Powdered Milk - Full Cream 

Skim 
Infants' and Invalids· Foods 

(Including Mal~ed Milk) (d) 
Oheese 

Average 
193E-37 to 

1938-39 

3.2 

1.1 
2 .. 6 
-
1 .. 0 
4.4 

Average 195~-6 
1946-47 to' 1953-54 ·1954-55 (a)" 

1948-49 ... 

4.0 3.9 

3.5 409 
3.2 2.6 
0.6 1 .. 0 

1.3 1.9 
5.6 6.6 

291 .. 1 291.5 
(28.4) (28.3) 

2.0 2.0 

4.1 4.5 

2 .. 5 3.6 
2.4 2.4 
1.4 2.0 

1.4 1.9 
5.9 5.5 

Total- As Milk Solids (e) 39.3 49.1 47.8. I 46.6! 41 .. 4 
(a)S'llbjeot to revision. (b) Es1;1.m8;~ed w&ight of a gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. ~o)Mainly 
oonsumed as iQ&-cream. (d) Includos small quantities of non-fat malted milk. (e) The 
total figures are in terms nf milk solids. Figures for individual oommodities are 
actual net weights. 

The appar6nt oOllS'.;l.m.ptilJll! pe!' head of fluid milk increased from 240.2 lb. pre­
war to a peak of 316.7 lb. in 1948-49, buth~s sinoe deolined to 291.5 lb. in 1955-56. 
The lowest posii-war level was raaeb.ed :bl 1952-53 e;t; 285.0 lb. Oonsumption ·per head in 

.1955-56 was 8 p8r'-oent .. less th:3.11 .the !iaak in 1948-49, but 21 P6I' cent. greater than 
pre-war~ TheRe trends in fluid milk oonsumption are largely refleoted in oonstunption 
of all milk and milk produots (eXClUding butte:.:·) whioh ino:N~ased from 39.3 Ib .. 
(as milk solids) pre-w!itl' to 49 .. 5 1h., 1948-49 but subsaquen'Uy declined to 45.3 lb. in 
1952-53. Consumption has fluo~II1J.ated at a level slightly in ey.oess of this over the 
three suooeeding years, being 47.4 lb. in 1955-56. 

(~.i) Jle~ 

Produotion (£ meat (bone-in weight) in Australia during 1955-56 is estimated 
at 1,219,000 tons exclusive of approximately 59,200 tons of edible offal. This was 
11,500 tons above the previous rocord level aohieved in the preoeding year and 30 
per oent. above average produotion over the three years ended 1948-49. 

The production of beef and veal was a reeord at 749 9700 tons, being 29,800 
tons above the pravious record aohieved in 1954-55 and 207,)00 tons (38 per oent.) 
above the average f01: the three years_ ended 1948-49. 

During 1955-56 there was a decline in the produotion of mutton to 4 per cent. 
'below the previous ;year. Lamb output also decreased, by 2 per cent. 

The production of pork at 42,800 tons deolined from the post-war peak 
reaohed in 1954-55 by 9 per oent. It is still, however, substantially above average 
production in the post-war period. 
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Bacon and Ham production at 31,200 tons was slightly below that for the 
previous year, and was oonsiderably below the average produotion of 45,100 tons over 
the three years 1946-47 to 1948-490 

The production of edible offal, lhioh is not inoluded with the carcass 
weight, is estimated at 59,200 tons in 1955-56 compared with 60,700 tons in 1954-55 and 
a.verage production of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-31 to 193&"39. 

Comparative details of the produotion of eaoh class of meat are shown in the 
table below. 

TABLE 20 I ,I AUSTRALIA 

I Average 
,-

Average 
195~56 Class of Meat 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1953-54 1954-55 (a) ,><" -, 

1938-39 1948-49 . . 
Beef and Veal 569.1 542.4 I 704.3 719.9 149.1 

Mutton 201.4 i 176 .. 5 i 237.6 240 .. 6 231.5 
i 

j~amb 117 ,,6 I 129 0 6 I 127.2 141.6 144.4 

Pork (b) 45.4 31.5 33 .. 4 41.2 42.8 I 
" I 

i 

Bacon and Ham (Cured Weight) (c) 32.5 

I 
45.1 31.0 38.4 31.2 

Total Pigmeats (as Pork) . 94.1 92~8 83.7 . 99.4 93.4 , 
",-. 

T,?tals 982.2 941.3 11,1,5,2. -B ',207.5 ,219.0 

~ffa1 .[ 4~.O I 
' I 

(Fdible) ~9 _I' 57,,7 600 1 
I 

59.2 
- ... II 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Includes estimates for· trimmings frombaooner caroasses" 
(0) Includes pressed and canned bacon and ham conv0t'ted to bone-in-weight. 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the three 
tables which follow. In the first table, separate details are given for each class of 
\,!arcass meat, distinguishing between the quanti ties exported or consumed as fresh or 
frozen meat and the quantities used for oannihg and curing~ The next table shows 

'partioulars of the produotion and utilization of processed meat, (canned meat and bacon 
end ham) and total output of processed meat ih t6~S of carcass equivalent weight. 
~otal production and utilization of all meat (eJrolud:.1. ng offal) expressed in terms of 
earcass equivalent weight is shown in the third table. 

During 1955-56 exports of carcass m~at amounted to 217,600 tons~ This was 
nigher than for anf other post-war year, but was 2.6 per cent below the average for the 
three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. The increase of 19,800 tons oompared with the previous 
rear was due to a 20 per oent. increase in beef and veal exports, the quan~ity.of mutton, ' 
lamb and pigmeats exported altering only slightly. Exp~ts of canned meat at 51,500 
~ons were still at a relatively high level bu~ have fallen for the third suocessive year 
from the reoord of 195a-53. 

Total meat exports (including canned and cured meat expressed in tenns of 
oaroass meat), are estimated at 320,000 tons in 1955-56, which was slightly below the 
record exports of 1953-54 but 5,000 tons greaier than the previous yearo 

Apparent Australian consumption ofn1eat (including cured and canned in terms of 
qarcass weight) was a record at 907,700 tons in 1955-56 compared with 884,900 tons in 
1954-55 am average consumption for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 af106,600 tons. 
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TABLE ,·21 g C AR,C ASp WiA;eda) : PRODUOT!QN AND UTILIZATION 'AUS:TRALI~_~ 
, . ('000 tons, :B(uieo-1~wtdght) "/ .. 

Partioulars 19~~~gfor .l::Z:~\ " 195.3-51-:;5;5~r~9tt56 
_____________ --+-_1 .... 9._,3_3-39 .,1948-49 _-= I" I 

Net Change in Meat Board 
Production 

BEEF ·A:mVE¥ 

Total SURpliesJ. 540 .. 9 711,,4 7 16.41 757 .. 2· 
Exports (ino luding Ships t Star as) 1-~'-'--~-+--~1~0-'-1-.. 6-:--....:...y--'''''':'15=-4~ .. ;..;;,:8rl-=,-:1~3f:4 I' 164.6 
For Canning 66.6 101.4 107 .. 0 I' 110,,5 
....;Ap~p~a;.;.;;r;..;e.;;;nt..-...;C;..;0.;;.;n;..:;;.sum~Rb,,;t;,;;i.;;.0;;;;.n __ ;---''-__ ...-l-.--.;~~ ........ ...I..... __ 3:::..:7..:;;2 .... 7 .... , _.....a-_4.:..::5~5...;.".;;;,2=+--~41.g.9_ 482 .. 1 

Net Change in Meat·Board Stooks 
Production 

Total Suppl!J!ss 

Exports 
For Canning 
~parant Consumption 

" 
-.~ . LU; 

" 

Net Change -in Meat Board Stocks" 
Produotion 

Total SUJ212liesr 

Exports 
Apparent Consumption .-

Net Change in: Meat Board' Stocks
U '. 

Production 

Total SUJ2plies: 

Exports 
For Canning and Curing 
Apparent Consumption (e) 

" 

. 
Net 
Pro 

Change'in Meat Board-Stocks (-c) 
duction 

ETTON ---
'(dy'"' ! (:;0.,5 

i 
201.4 I, 17605 

I 
I ~ .0 

'. 

201.4 I 177,,0 

17 .. 3 
' , 

"' 14 .. 8 " 

I 
- 8 .. 2 

184~1·, 154,,0 
. ---

" " , 

LAM.B 
", 

' (d) 'j{-) 1 .. 5" 
117.6 129 .. 6 

I 
117.6 ~_131" 1 

.. .. 
71.,6 I 45.·0 

I ·46 .. 0 86" 1 

,?IGMEAT (AS PORK) ., 
'(ell r-:' 1.,2 
94.1 92 .. 8 . ' 

\ 
i 

94 .. 1 9.4.0 

I 
13,,7 6" 3 --
48,,6 63e4 
31.8 24@3 . ' 

-- " 

- (dr ~94'~:1 . 982.2 

~-) 7 .. 2 It-} " 0:7:" I {-1 t .:1 
'237 .. 6 240 .. 6 I 231,.5 

" -' 

244,,8 '241 .. 3 232 .. 6 
c 

. " 24,,9' 15" :t 15.,4 
15 .. 5 14.3 15.9 

204 .. 4 211 .. 9 201.3 -----. ,-

" r +} 0.7 
, 127.2 

-)0.4 1(+) 0,,1 
147 .. 6 i 144. 4 

. i ! 
! 12635 148,,0 I 144.3 , 

'1907 42.4 I 36.5 
.. 106 .. 8 I 10 5 ~ 6 , 107.8 

~. ' 

'-r-r=1:T~,-) ~ 0 .. 51 (- j 0 .. 7 
83 .. 7 I . 99 .. 4 I 93.4 

' I . 
84.,8 ! 99,,9 9481 

102 2.9 1" 1 
53,,1 55.6 52,,9 , :P.5 41.4 40 .. 1 I 

" . 

' r"."TT4,,1 +)' 1.9 1(=) 9.2 
1,152.8 f, 207.5 1,219.0 

-

.,.i,~ ,. 
-,~.-, 

Exp 
For 
App 

Total 

orts (inol. Ships' 
Canning and Curing 

aren't Consumption 

I 
Su~l1es: i 98202 l 
Stor'es) 223.4 

6606 
692 .. 2 

. , 

-
943 .. 0 1,167 .. 5 , 1,205 .. 6 1,228",2 

. 
~~, 

19.7.,8-1 
_2: __ 

167.,7 -200.6 217 06 
138.2 170 .. 0 116.9 179.3 
631.1 79609 I 830 .. 9 831.3 

(a) Exoludes offal. (b) Subject to revision. (c) Inoludes importsw (d) Not available. 
(e) Porkt including smallgoods and estimates for trimmings from baooner carcasses~ 



TA:BLE 22 : PROCESSED MEAT : PRODro TION AND UTILIZATION a ,AUSTRALIA 
'000 tons 

Average Average . ! 
Partioulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 ~o 1953-54 1954-55/

19tt56 

1938-39 1948-49 

CANNED MEAT (C!'.llned Weight) , 
Net Change in Factory Stocks \. c) ( d) t-) 2 .. 8 (-)3.4 (+) 3.3 1(+) 2.7 
Production 12.0 49.0 69.5, 75.2 70.6 

Total SUpplies, ' 12.0 51.8 12.9 71.9 67.9 

Exports (incl.Shipst Stores) 
I 

5.5 42.8 65.0 62.0 57.5 
Apparent ConsW'I1ption 6.5 " 9.0 7.9 9~9 10.4 

\ -BACON AND HAJ( ; (,'U"'ed Weis:ht) 
, 

Net Change in Faotory Stocks (d) - t+) 0.4 (-) 0.21(+) 0.4 
Production 

.. 32~5 45.1 " 37.0 38~4, 37.2 

Total.Su,Ppliesr 32.5 ,," 45.1 360 6 38.6 36.8 
, 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1.0 3 .. ,1 1.6 0.9 0.7 
For Canning - 2.1 605 5.5 5.1 
Apparent Conswnpti'on -, 

31.5 " 39.9 i 28;'5 32.2 31.0 
, .. .. .. 

- TOTAL PROCESSED MEAT (ClIRCAB£ EQUIVALENT WEIGHT) 

Net Change in Faotory Stocks (0) Jd) \.-) 1 .. 6 (-) 1.2 (+J 5.7 1(+) 0.5 
Produotion '66~5 138;,2 170.0 ' "176~9 ,. -179'.3 

. 

-
Total Supplies: 66.6 139.8 171.2 .. 111'.2 +18.8 , 

r~-;o -Exports 70.3 122.2 117 .. 2 102.4 
Apparent Conl3WllP'tiion " 57.6 69.5 49.0 54~O 16.4 --

(a) Excluding offal. (b) SUbject to revision. (c) Includes imports. (d) Not 
available. 

TABLE-2~ : TOTAL mEAT: PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION: IN TEBMS OF CAROASS WEIGHT (a) : 
AUSTRALIA: 

('000 tons) 

-"" 

Average Average . 
Partioulars • 1936-31 to 

. 
1946-47 to 1953-54 1954-55 

1955-56 
(b) 

1938-39 1948-49 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (d) (- ) 3.3 (-) 15.9 (+) 1.6 (-) 8 .. 7 
Production 982.2 941.3 1,1520 8 1,207.5 1,219.0 

Total" Supplies, I 982.2 944.6 1,168.7 1,199.9 1,227.7 
I Exports (iilcl.Ships t Stores) I 232 .. 4 238.0 322.8 315.0 320.0 

Appar~nt Consumption I 749.8 ! 706 .. 6 845.9 844.9 901.1 
I 

(a) Excludes Offal. (b) Subjeot to revision. (0) Inoludes imports. (d) Not 
available. 

-
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As a result of the rationing of meat, the apparent consumption per head fell 
during the 1939-45 War and immediate pos~war years, and has since remained at a lower 
level than pre-war. Consumption in 1955-56 was 228.4 lb. per head carcass weight. 
This is slightly lower than the previous year when 228.7 lb •. were consumed and below 
the post-war record consumption of 232.9 lb during 1949-50 •. 

Beef and veal consumption per head increased co~tinuously from 86.7 lb. 
(caroass weight) in 1945 to 131.6 Ib .. in 1950.51. However, in su.ooeeding years, 
consumption was lower, d.eolining to 116.0 lb. during 1955-56. The oonsumption of 
mutton at 48 .. 4 lb. per head carcass weight during 1955-56, while below that for the 
previous year was still above the general post-war level. Lamb oonsumption reached 
a post-war peak during 1952-53 at 28.8 lb. per head, but fell to 26.0 lb. du.ring 
1954-55 and again to 25.9 lb. in 1955-56. This was still considerably above the 
pre-war level. 

Pork oonsumption (at 5.8 lb. per head) in 1952-53 was at the lowest level 
recorded for any post-war year, but increased to 10.2 lb. in 1954-55, the highest 
recorded since the war. It fell slightly to 9.6 lb. in 1955-56. The particulars 
relating to pork consumption embrace all pigmeats other than bacon and ham and include 
that used for smallgoodso At 7 .. 5 lb. per head, bacon and ham oonsumption was 41 per 
cent. below the 1946-47 peak of 12.7 Ib~ 

Owing to divergent cutting practices by butchers in this country and 
because of the difficulty of clearly defining' the tem "retail weight of meat", it is 
oonsidered impracticable to derive a satisfactory factor for the purposes of expressing 
estimated meat consumption in tems of retail weighto Depending on cutting practices 
employed and whether or not bones etc. sold to customers are included in retail weight 
of meat, the retail weight as a proportion of oarcass weight ranges from about 60 
per cent. to 75 per oento for beef, from 80 per cent. to 95 per cent. for mutton and 
lamb and from 90 per cent. to 95 per cent. for pork. However, approximate estimates 
of the edible weight of meat oonsumed have been used for the purpose of calculating 
nutrient intake. 

TABLE 24 : SUPPLIEL9F H1!l!,T. (INCLtJDIN<foURED2'CANNED 'm-EDIBLE 

OFFAL) AVAILABLE.!.Q.R "Q.ONStTMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lbo per head per annum) 

Average \ Average 
Commodity 1936- 37 to 1946--47 to 1953-54 1954-55 

19"38;..59 - - ·19-48-49 -. 

Beef and Veal (b) 144.1 10901 11406 116 .. 3 

Mutton (b) 59.8 45.1 5104 52.2 

Lamb (b) 1560 25.2 2669 26 .. 0 

Pork (b) 10.4 7.1 707 10.,2 

Offal 8.4 8 .. 9 10.6 10.7 

Canned Heat (c) (d) 206 2.0 2 .. 4 

Bacon and Ham· (~) "0-.2· H.7· 7 .. -2 ·7.9 
. -- \ 

-. Tot-al (b) (r1 .. 253.{)- 215.7 223.5- 228'0'7 

1955-56 
(.a) 

116.0 

48 .. 4 

25.9 

9.6 

10 0 1 

2.5 

7.5 

! 228-.4 I 

(a) Suoject to revision. (b) Carcass weight. (c) Canned weight. (a) Included under 
fresh meat at tts carcass weight. (e) Cured weight. (f) Includes Offal. 

. 

, 



(iii) Poul~ry, Game and Fish 

Although details of the quantities of poultry and game entering consumption 
in Imstralia cannot be measured precisely*, evidence available suggests that since 
the lifting of meqt rationing on 21st June7 1948 there has been a fall in the 
oonsumption of poultry and game per head 9 which is estimated at 15 .. 1 lb .. carcass 
weight (808 Ib~ edible weight) during each of the years 1948-49 to 1955-56 compared 
vdth 16.1 lbo carcass weight (903 Ib~ edible weight) in 1947-48 and average 
consumption of 9,. 7 lb .. oarcass weight (5.6 Ib .. edible weight) during the three years 
ended 1938-39. 

AI though an important foodstuff in amny countries, fish is not a staple 
item in the diet of' Australianso During the 1939-45 War, while meat was rationed, 
the demand for fish increased, but owing to shortage of manpower and equipment, 
production was at a low level for some time. Production rose again in post-war 
years, however9 to a peak of 8103 million lb~ (fresh round weight) in 195~53, 
but has fallen consistently since, being 74 .. 2 million Ib,. in 1954-55 and an 
estimated 67 .. 4 million lb .. in 195~56o These figures exclude the catch by 
fishermen other than commercial fishermen, the production by ~amateurs~ being 
estimated as equal to 10 per cent.. of commercial production for the purpose of this 
Bulletin. 

Imports of fresh fish rose for the third successive year to 35.0 million 
lb.. The increase in imports over the previous year, 1 .. 4 million Ib, was more 
than offset by the fall in production .. 

The consumption of fresh fish per head of population at 501 lbo edible 
weight during 1955-56 was 702 per cent less than that of the previous year .. 
Consumption of cured fish, 10 0 lb o per heady did not alter from 1954-55. 

The production of crustaceans and molluscs in 1955-56 totalled 40~7 
million lbo (fresh round weight), a fall of 207 million lb. from 1954-55. 
Consumption fell from 101 lbo per head in 1954-55 to 10 0 lb. in 195~56 

Prior to·the war 9 the consumption of canned fish in Australia was almost 
entirely from imported supplies t but since the war9 fish oanning in Australia has 
expanded considerablyo Following the substantial reduction in imports during 
1952-53 (to only 25 per cento of the average of the two previOUS years), there was 
a return during subsequent years towards the general post-war level, and imports 
amounted to 23 .. 2 million lb" in 1955-056 compared with 1907 million Ib o during 1954-55~ 
During 1955-56 20~ of canned fish oonsumed was from local supplies, consumption per 
head being 301 lbQ {006 lho looal and 2~5 lbo imported)o 

Total oonsumption of £ish (including canned) during 1955-56 ia estimated at 
940 8 million lho edible weight (1002lbo per,head) as compared with 94.2 
million lho edible weight (1004lbo per head) in the previous yearo This is 
equivalent to approximately 186e 5 million lbo fresh round weightand 185.8 million 
lb. fresh round weight respectively. Most of the imrease in total consumption 
occurred in oanned fish. as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, the increase 
more than offsetting the decline in the con~ption of fresh fish and 
crustaceans and. molluscs.; 

* See the preface of this Bulletin for an exposition of the methods of arriving 
at apparent consumptiono 



Particulars of the estimated supplies of each commodity included in this 
group available for consumption during the three pre-war years, the three post-war 
years and in each year 1953-54 to 1955-56 13,1'0 shown in the table below" 

TABLE 25 ,'SUPPLIES OF·POULTRY!'.GAMEf -AND FISH AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION s 
AUSTHALIA 

(lb. p.er. hetLd_ p'er annUl!l) 

Commodity 
Average" ,I Average 

1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1953-54 1954-55 I 1955-56 
(a). 1938:-39- -I .. -194(3;;.;49 / ! , 

Poultry (Carcass Weight) ) 9.7 ~ 10.4 9.7 9.7 9.7 
Rabbits and Hares (Carcass Weight) ) 5.4 5.4 5.4 5 .. 4 
Fish (b) - Fresh 6.4 5.7 5.7 5.5 5.1 

Cured (incl. Smoked & 
(c) Salted) (c) 

I 
0.8 1.0 1.0 

Crustaceans & Molluscs 0.7 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.0 
Canned - Australian I 

Ongin ~ 4.1 3.0 f 0.8 0.6 0.6 
Import~ 

---'" ' .. -
1'~7 

.. Z.·2 - - .~.-. 2.5 

Total SUbIe- Weightr 16.8 18.5 18.6. 19.-2 - -,-.- 1~h 1 
I 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Edible weight. (c) Included with Fresh. 
I 

Statistics of egg !roduction must necessarily be accepted with some reserve. 
In the absence of a complete census of egg p~oduction9 which would involve 
considerable labour and expense, it has been neoessary to oompute a figure based upon 
the best data available. The production shown in the follOwing table is based upon 
the records of Egg Boards of production from areas under their control, plus 
estimates of production from uncontrolled areas and by "back-·yard" poultry-keepers 
based on data obtained from other 8Ourc-es. On this basis, it is estimated that the 
level of total egg production in 1955-56 was about 113,2X> tons (equivalent to about 
193 million dozen) oompared with maximum pro(iuction of 1229000 tons (roB million 
dozen) in 1946-47 and. the pre-war average of just under 90,000 tons or about 154 
million dozen. It should be noted that the estimated decline in total egg 
production sinoe 1946-47 is based very largely on trends in commercial production 

(controlled by Egg Boards). Data as to the trend in non-controlled produotion 
are at present inadequate. 

Exports of shell eggs during 1955-56 amounted to 99900 tons, compared with 
12,200 tons during the previous year and average exports of 10 9 400 tons dul'ing the 
three years ended 1948-49. The post-war peak was during 1949-50 when 14,000 tons were 
exported. 

Since the war, the production of egg pulp expressed in terms of weight of 
shell eggs has ranged between 14,400 tons and 21,200 tons, 157900 tons being 
produced during 195~56. . The quantity of egg pulp exported was negligible prior 
to the war, but in 195~56 amounted to 99 600 tons (expressed in terms of weight of 
shell eggs) which was 7,100 tons or 43 per cent. below the record exports of 
1953-54 .. 

The processing of egg powder was introduced during the war to meet 
requirements of the Armed Forces and has since continued on a reduced scalee 
1955-56 213 tons (expressed in terms of weight of shell eggs) were produced, 
of which were exported. 

the 
During 

6 tons 

-



Comparati ve details of the produot:i.on and utilization of eggs and egg 
produots are shown in the following table J -

TABLE 26 • EGGS AND EGG mC)DUCTS • PRODUCTION ilNri UTILIZATIO~T t AUSTRALIA 

('000 tons) 
-, 

, - Average Average 
1955-56 Partioulars 1936-37 t(l 1946-47 to 1953-54 1954-55 

193B-. ;9 "-194&-49" 
(a.) 

SHELL EGGS 
'. * 

Net Change in Egg :Soard 
. 

Stooks (b) ( +)0.1 (+)0.2 (-) 0.2 -
Produotion (0) 89~5- < 119-.9- -t-1i' .. 8- 115-.4 1-13 .. 2 

" 

Total -SUpplies. -89-.5 119.8 1U.6 115 .. 6 113.2 

Exports (inol. Ships' Stores) 7 .. 6 10 .. 4 7.9 12 .. 2 909 
For pulp and powder and waste 3.2 22.9 20 .. 9 17.5 16.3 
Apparent Consumption 78.7 86.5 82.8 85.9 87 .. 0 

Net Change in Egg :Soard Stooks (b) (-)1.4 ( \1 '1 -, .. (+)0.2 (+)0 ... 3 
Produotion ~" ~ 3.2 20.0 20 .. 6 17.1 15,,9-

Total sUpp1ies. 3.2 2104 22.3 16.9 15,,6 

Exports 0.3 12.0 16.7 9 ... 8 9.6 
Used for powder - 0.8 0 .. 2 0 .. 6 0 .. 2 
Apparent Consumption 209 8 .. 6 5 .. '4 "'6~'--1' .. 5.8' 

, ~"..,,- v 

'I -Net Change in Egg :Soard 
Stooks - (-)162 - .." -

Production - 3 .. 2 ,- 0,,2 0 .. 6 0;'2 

Total SUl!J2lies. - 4.4 0.2 0 0 6 0 .. 2 

Exports - 4 .. 4 - -0.5 -
Apparent Consumption - - 0 .. 2 ., O~ 1 I 0.2 

,-
Net Change in Egg :Soard 

Stooks (b) 
Produotion 8905 

Total SUpplies: 89~5 

Exports (inol. Ships' 
Wastage 
Apparent Consumption 

Stores) 7.9 
-

81.6 

Subjeot to revision. 
Not available 

(-) 2.5 
119 .. 9 

122.4 

26 .. 8 
0 .. 5 

95.1 

:~+) 0.3 (-) 10 :; -
111 .. 8 115,,4 . 113.2 

I 11303 -115.4 I 112 .. 9 
---1<,_ 

24 .. 6 22 .. 5 19,,5 
0.3 0 .. 4 0.4 

88.4 92 .. 5 93.0 

InclUdes estimates for uncontrolled oommeroial 
produotion and production by self-suppliers. 

In temsof weight of shell eggs. 

~ 

-



30. 

Apparent consumption of eggs (sheH eggs,· powder and. pulp expressed as 
shell eggs) per head was 22.4 lb. (205 eggs) during 1955-56. Supplies of shell 
eggs ani the shell egg equivalent of liquid whole egg per head available for 
consumption are detailed in the following table, -

TABLE 27 : SUPPLIES OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS IN TERMS OF SHELL EGGS 
AVAILABLE ;FORC ONSu:MPTION, AUSTRALIA 

(Per head per annum) 

! Average Avera.ge 
1955-56 Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1953-54 1954--55 

1938-39 1948-49 
(a) 

- -

Shell Eggs lb. 25.7 25.4 20.8 21.2 2O~9 
Egg Powder lb. - - 00 1 - 0.1 
Egg Pulp (Liquid Whole) lb. 0.9 2.5 1.4 1.6 1.4 

Total: lb. 26.6 27.9 22.3 22.8 22.4 
NO.(b) 243 255 204 209 205 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) The average weight of an egg in Australia is taken as 1.75 OB. 

(v) Oils and Fats (inoluding Batter) 

Reference is made in Section 3 (i) to the usage of milk for butter 
making. Pro~tction of butter which was at a relatively high level in pre-war years 
(an average of 191,000 tons during the three years ended 1938-39) declined considerably 
after 1940-41 and in 1953-54 amounted to 159,500. D~r1ng 195~55, however, there 
was a marked increase (20 per cant) in production to 191,000 tons follQwedby 
a further increase (8 per cent) to 208,600 tons in 1955-56. 

With the imrease in prod.uction during the past two years, e;ports have 
risen considerably and in 1955-56 amounted to 83,800 tons or only 7 per cent below 
the average for the three years ended 1938-39. 

The production of table margarine for consumption in Australia is 
restricted by State legislation. PrinCipally because of the aaute shortage of butter 
during 1951-52, the restrictions were varied by legislation to increase the maximum 
allowable production of table margarineo As a result, production increased from the 
post-war low of 3,800 tons during 1950-51 to 7,100 tons during 1951-52 and 195~53. 
This increa.se was further maintained when 9,800 tons were produced in 1953-54 and 
1954-55 and 13,000 tons in 1955-56. 

The production of margarine other than table, amounted to 1~400 tons in 
1955-56, which was somewhat below the level of recent years, but 7,000 tons 
above the average for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 



Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and of both 
grades of margarine are shown in the foUowing table: -

TABLE 28 r :BUTTER AND MARGARINE 3 PRO]UOTIOH AND UTILIZATION, AUSTRALIA 
-=::~'~ __ ~'~~~~~~..or::::"""~",--..,....-,:-~~",,,,~~..:a:c.~_~",,_""@""-_~ __ ~~_ 

(rooo Tons) 

195."..54 Particulars ==--=---~~J~~~~~11;~~:~eto 
193~39 1948-49 

-~-~~-= ..... ~-. ". ~====....,~ :=;=--."..~.....- -:::-...~.,;:,. --=~-~-===I--=~ 

Net Chang;1.=n=C-'OfdSt=;r;=StOoks= 
Produotion 

!¥T.~:!lR 
==(b)="~' . z=T =3 .. 6 C:T3.,Ou 

.Total ~E?)ies, 

Exports (inol" Shipsl Stores) (0) 
Apparent Consumption 

191 .. 0 1 5To 1 

6C.7 
T6,,6~ 

8407 

15905 
,.-:::~~~ 

162.5 

40 0 9 
121 .. 6 

-:=~-"""""-~ 

-------~----~~ 
Net. Change in Factory Stooks 
Produotion 

Exports 
Apparent Consumption 

Het Change in 
Production 

Faotory Stocks 

Total 

Exports 
Apparent Consum ption 

SuE;e li2!.' 

(b)- (= ) 0.6 
208 6 .. 4 

I-~- _. . 

208 700 
. =--

= 40 0 
208 3.0 

-~~-.-~-~-=- = 

MARGARHE - OTHER --= 
(b)~-

. 

-
12 .. 2 18 .. 9 

12 .. 2 1809 
I---'"~~ ~ 

~ 0 0 2 
, 120 ~ 18 .. 7 

- • --,-,----,. ,-=,~ ~-...... 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Not availableo 

C +) 0 0 9 
9 .. 8 

809 

0 0 4 
8 .. 5 

. 

= 

2203 

2203 

= 

2203 

,-

1954-55 

(+) 4 .. 9 
19101 
~ 

1860 2 

63,,1 
12205 

(+) 0 .. 4 
9 .. 8 

9,,4 

0 0 3 
901 

-
220 0 

220 0 

-
2200 

1955-56 
-_ (a,) 

(+) 301 
208 .. 6 

205 .. 5 
8308 

12107 

(+) 0 0 6 
130 0 

1204 

0 01 
12 .. 3 

( +) 00 2 
1904 

1902 

= 

19., 2 

(0) Inoludes dry butter fat, ghee aId tropical spread expressed 
as butter. 

The termination of butter rationing in June 1950 was followed by a sharp 
increase in consumption of butter to a level approaching that of pre-war years 
(average oonsumption during the three years ended 1938-39 was 3209 Ibo per head)o 

. It has si~ce fluctuated at around 30 Ibo per head per annum9 some tendenoy to a deoline 
being evident in the last two years., Consumption per head in 1955-56 amounted to 
29~3 lb o oompared with 300 2 Ib o in 1954,55 and 30 0 6 lb., in 1953-~54c 

Margarine consumption9 Which fell immediately following the termination of 
butter rationings rose again in subsequent years and has since been at a higher ~vel 
than pl'&-owar or during the pel'ivd of butter rationingo Although the total amount 
of margarine consumed per head has remained fairly constant at about 707 Ibo over 
the last three years9 there has been some tra:-1sfer from other margarine to table 
margarine~ In 195 ~549 table margarine consumption amounted to 2 .. 1 Ib o per head and 
other -margarine to 5 .. 6 Ib per head while in 1955=56 table margarine had risen to 3 .. 0 Ibo 

per head ani other margarine had fallen to 4 .. 6 lb. per hea.d.o 



Details of' the estimated sllppliel'3 of ·'visi bIe" fats and oils available 
for oonsumption per head of population are shown in the follo~dng table for the 
three years ended 1938-39, the three years ended 1948-49 and for eaoh year 1953-54 
to 1955-56. 

TABLE 29 = SUPPLIES OF "VIS~' FATS A:'m OILS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION -

(AUSTRALIA) 

(lb. per head per annum) 
. -

Average Average 1955-56 Commodity 1936-·37 to 1946".47 to 1953-54 1954-55 ( a) 
193E',,;.,39 1948-49 

-=~---=- "*~.~~ 

Butter 32.9 24.8 30.6 30.,2 29.3 
Margarine - Table 0 .. 9 0 .. 9 2.1 2.3 3,,0 

Other 4 .. 0 5.2 5.6 5.4 40 6 
Lard 1" 7 1. ;2 1.0 1 .. 3 1.2 
Vegetable Oils and Other Fats (b) 407 4 .. 1 4.0 4.0 4. 0 ,-

Total FaLContent: 3706 30.9 36 .. 8 36 .. 8 35,,8 
- -----~ . .== 

(a) Subjeot to revision.. (b) Based on consumer survey data of 1944; no data are 
available as to reoent trends in oonsumption .. 

During the war9 due to labour shortages9 adverse seasonal oonditions9 etc" 
the output of oane sugar fell to levels well below those ruling in the immediate pre­
war period" In post-war years9 however, the position improved and by 1953- 54 
produotion had risen to a reoord 192439600 tons raw (1,283,500 tons at 940 n.t.). 
During 1954-5,: there was a small deoline to 19218~100 tons raw, (1 9 263,200 tons at 
94 n.to) followed by a further fall to 191589000 tons (1 9 182,400 tons at 940 n.t.). 
These figures are on a year ending June basis and are not oomparable with the figures 
shown in Seotion I of this Bulletin9 whioh are on a seasonal basiso 

The followin.g ta"bla shows details of production and utilization of raw 
sugar for 1955-56, with oompare,tive details f'jr the previous years indioated. Beet 
sugar is inoluded ~ 

~..3q : RAW S9"..QfdL: PRODUCTION AIID UTIUZATION : AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 
'-~-~--Average Average 

Particul'ars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 
1938.- 39 1948-49 (a) 

~ 

(b'f (+) 6.2(1)) I (';;-275 3 .. 8 ,-040.8 -{-) 21.7 N'et Change in Stocks t +J 
Produotion (raw) 779,,3(d) 683.9 948.3 1,243.6 1,218.1 

Total. SU-RJ21ies8 713.1 681.4 944.5 1,202 .. 8 19 245.8 

Exports (e) (including 
sugar oontent of 
manufactured produots 
exported) 435.3 251 .. 6 500.8 73807 761.2 

1!isl::Iellaneous Uses (f) I 11.2 21.0 18.6 I 17.8 21.7 
Apparent Consumption-

(in.cluding sugar 
content of man- I 

ufactured products 
oonsumed) (g) J 326.,6 408.,8 425 .. 1 446.3 462.9 

"~-

1955-56 
( a) 

\ +)42,,1 
1,158.0 

1,115.9 

617.0 
18.0 

480.9 

(a) Subjeot to revision., (b) Stooks of raw (Jugal' at l'efineries9 mills, ports and in 
transit, and of refined sugar at refinerieso Sugar content of imported foodstuffs is 
inoluded. (0) By balance" (d) Average th:.t'ee seasons9 1936 to 1938. (e) RaWimd 
refined including ShipSi stol'eso (f) In!'Jluding duplication (i.e" Golden Syrup cmd 
Treaole), ind.ustrial uses ani losses in refining; see Table 50. (g) I:~. terms of 
refined. 

-
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In the mxt table, details of supplies of sugar (including sugar oontained 
in manufaotured produots) and syrups available for consumption per head of 
population are shown for specified years. 

TABLE 31 : SUPPLIES OF SUGAR AND SYRUPS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION: AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per ,hes,d per annum) 

. 
, ' 

• 'II,,:! I ~;:~~to I 1953-54-1 19t"i55 

.6.0_ • 

Commodity '- " 'I ~t~~;r to 1955-56 
(a) 

, ' I .. 193~39 1948-49 I a 
l .. -" 

Refined Sugar - As Sugar 70.6 I 68.7 65.0 63 .. 3 I 62.9 
In Manufactured ! i , 
Produots 35 .. 9 51.0 ,4703 I 50 .. 7 ! 52,,8 

' , 

i I 
Totah 106.5 119 .. 1 112 .. 3 11400 115 .. 7 

Syrups, Honey and Gluoose I (Sugar Content) 505 506 5.0 4q 4 4 .. 0 

Total SUeiar Qs>ntent: . 112.0 I 125.3 117,,3 11804 11967 
"-- -

(a) Subject to revision. 

The consumption of sugar (exoluding that oonsumed in manufactured produots) 
during 1946-47, the last complete year of rationing, was 65.9 lb.. per head oompared 
with 70 .. 6 lb. per head during ~he pre-war period. It rose initially following the 
cessation of rationing but has sinoe fallen and, in reoent years? has been at a lower 
level. Sinoe 1953-54, when 65.0 lb. per head were consumed there has been a decline 
to 63.3 lb. in 1954-55 and 62.9 lb .. in 1955-56. 

The consumption of sugar in ma.nufactured products haSt however, risen 
substantially compared with pre-war, and, during the last three years, the inorease 
has more than offset the deoline,in the consumption of sugar as suoh. In 1955'-56, 52 .. 8 
lb. of sugar in manufaotured products were consumed oompared wi"Gh 50.7 lb .. in 1954-55, 
47.3 lb. in 1953-54 and an average of 35.9 lb. in the three years ended 1938-399 

The estimates of sugar consumption given in this Bulletin respresent apparent 
consumption measured in terms· of disposals of sugar by refineries and sugar content of 
disposals of sugar produots by manufacturers. In general, the estimates do not take 
into acccunt stocks in the following categories in respect of whiohinadequate data 
are available. -

(i) Wholesale;rs', retai1e:re and householders I stooks of sugar. 
(ii) Sugar content of stooks of manufaotured produots held by 

producers, wholesalers, retailers and householders. 

However, in certain ,cases, estimates have been made on the basis of the best 
available evidenoe of the movement in these stocks ~d these have Peen taken into 
acoount to avoid marked distortion in annual consumption estimateso 

Theoonsumptionof'syrups (golden syrup and treaole)~ honey and gluoose 
expressed' in term~ of s~gar oontent was 4.0 'lb. pel' head in 1955-56 oompared with 5" 6 
lb. pel' head during the three ,years ,.ended 1948-490 

The >oonsumption of all sugar and syrups (expressed as sugar oontent) pel' head 
of' -population, amounted to 119.1 lb. in 195~5(i' compared with 118.4 lb" in 1954-55, 12503 

Ip. in the immediate post-war period ani 1t2~0 lbo in the pre-war period .. 

(vii) PQtatoes (ilhit:e"ar)..d Swe'et) 

In the following table, details reJating to the produotion and utilization 
of white and sweet potatoes are shown for the pr~war period the average of the three 
years 1946-47 to 1948-49 and each of the years 1953-54 to 1955-56" The data relating 
to white potatoes have been oompiled frominforma,tion supplied by State Potato 
Marketing Boards, in addition to that collected by State Statisticians, plus an 
estimate for self - suppliers and in post-war years relate to the season ended 
October. 



Produotion was expanded oonsiderably during the war years to meet the ~e­
quirements of the Armed Forces apd reaohed a peak of 686,400 tons of marketable 
potatoes in 1944-45. Produotion deolined in eaoh sucoeeding year to 1950-51 ~ when the 
marketable orop amounted to 408,900 tons. In subsequent years? produotion fluctuated 
ani in 1955-56 amounted to 426,900 tons, whi,)h was 23 per cent .. below the high level 
of 1953-54 and 12 per cent. below 1954-55. 

After the war, a small export trade in potatoes was built up, but by 1951 
quantities exported to all destinations had fallen to 7,200 tons. During 1951-52 
41,000 tons were. exported, but in follo\nng years smaller quanti ties were shipped~ 
In 1955-56 only 7,500 tons were exported. 

Production of sweet potatoes in 1955-56 is estimated at 5,800 tons oompared 
wi th the pre-war level of about 7 s400 tons. 

~_ABLE 32 : POTATOES: PRODUCTIOJ; AND UTILIZATION: AUSTRALI.! 

( '000 tons} 

Partioula rs 

Net Change in Stooks 
Produotion (d) 

Total SUpplies: 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Seed and Waste 
Apparent Consttmption (f) 

Net Change in Stooks 
Production 

Average 
1936.;.37 to 

193&. 39 

Average ! 
1946-47 to 1954

1 I 1955 
1948-49 

POTATOES! WHI~ 

360.4 522.2 553.0 1.483.2 
~----4-.~9~~----2~5~.~6~~~7~.~5~· ---r 6.1 

37 0 0 (e) 72.3 60.0 60.0 
318.5 424 .. 3 485.,5 417 .. 1 

POTATOES~ Si'EET (g) 

1956 
(a) 

( b) 
5.8 

Total SUpplies: 7 .. 4 5.3 5 .. 6 J 507 I 5 .. 8 

Exports _ _ _ Ii - ! -
Apparent Consumption 7" 4 5.3 5.6 5 .. 7 I 5 .. 8 
(a) Subject to revision. lo) Not available. (0) Stooks in Potato Committee Store 
and oarr~over on farms. Comparable figures for other periods are not available. 
(d) Marketable produotion •. (e) Including quantities used for canning and dehydration. 
(f) Fresh potatoes only. (g) Years ended June" 

The estimated consumption of potatoes rose oontinuously from the pre-war 
• level of 106.2 lb. per head (103~8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946-47, 

when a total of 134.8 lb. was oonsumed. It has since fallen and has generally 
fluctuated around the pre-war level. In 1953-54 however, oonsumption rose considerably 
to reaoh 123.6 lb. (122.2 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of sweet) falling again to 104.2 lb. 
(102.8 lb. and 1.4 lb.) during 1954-55. During 195~56, there was an acute shortage of 
potatoes in most States towards the latter part of the season. Consumption was 
consequently at the very low level of 91.2 lb .. (89.8 lb. of white and 1.,4 lb .. of sweet). 
Comparative details of the oonsumption of both white and sweet potatoes per head of 
population are shown in the following table. It should be noted that little inform­
ation is available concerning recent trends in home grovdng of potatoes and the 
estimates of total oonsumption shown below muot therefore be regarded as approximate& 

TABLE 33 : SUPPLIES OF POTATOES A1\1]) SWEET POTATOES AVAILABLE FOR COlrsuMPTIONr 
AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Year ended 31st October 
~ -. Commodity 1936-37 to Average ! I 1956 

1938-39 11946-47 to I 1954 i 1955 ( a) 1948-49 . 
_.,,",,-,-'IiIT" 

wbite Potatoes fb~ 103.8 124.2 122 .. 2 102.,8 89,,8 
Sweet Potatoes c 2,,4 1.5 1.4 1 .. 4 

t 
1.4 

Total: ···106.2 
.. 

123 .. 6 I 91*2 125.7 104.2 

~a) SUbject to·· reVision. (b) Includes the 
~b;:;S:.j • 

:fl~esh equivalent of canned potat(res~ 
c) Years ended June • 

• 

-



Details of the production and uiihzation of d::r.iedpulse (mainly blue peaS9 
split peas and navy beans) and peanuts, the f'l'inoipal looally-produced commodities in 
this group, are shown in the following table" Prior to the war, Australia i s supplies 
of navy beans were entirely imported 9 but thE' dev~lopment of local production during 
and after the war has reduoed import requir~lents to some extent. Formerly, large 
quantities of peanuts were imported from India for oil extraction, but, because of food 
shortages in that country, exports of these lIuts have been withheld since January? 1946. 
Australi a I s supplies Were then confined mainly to looal production, whioh rese from 
7,000 tons pre-war to 22,800 tons harvested in 1947. Production has since varied 
considerably~being as low as 4,800 tons during 1952 and as high as 18,600 tons in 
1954. Production during the 1955 season wafS 14~500 tonse In recent years imports 
have fluctuated inversely with Australian prcduotion9 4~127 tons being imported in 
1952-53 and only 346 tons in 1955-56. 

The other oommodities included in i his group consist of edible trse nuts 
and oocoa (raw beans). Edible tree nuts cor:stuned in Australia now oonsist principally 
of imported oooonuts and locally grown almonds and walnuts, while ooooa supplies are 
obtained entirely from imported beans. 

TABL:Ef 34 : -PULSE ~!,@~ P~niTS :~j'RODUCTIONA-ND-UTILtZATfON : AUSTRALIA 

('000 tons) 

_ ...... ·~ __ -_-_-_-_-_-_-=p~a-.=r-___ t~.i-O~~-=~l-_a~r~s~-_-~-__ ~I~v 
~ ---erage Average 

36-37 tc: 1946-47 to 
1938-39 1948-49 
~. 

Net Chan 
Imports 
Pro duo ti 

ge 

on 

in Stocks (b) 

Total SUl1I2lies: 

(incl .. Shipst 
Wastage 

Exports 
Seed ard 
App-arent ---Uonsumptnm 

Stores 

~-

-- - ------==-.-::--,.-~~. 

Net Change! n Sto 
Imports 
Produotion 

ok'S 
==-.~-

Tota I SUUlies: 
Exports 

action Used for oil extr 
=Appar~nt Cons~t ion 

and seed 
-

DRIED PULSE - ------= 

~~~ (- ) 3.0 
1.9 

(c) 12.0 

(0) 1609_ 
~ - (c) - 8.6 

(c) 1.1 
(dt4~5 7.~ 

- -- -.. - . -, 

- = 
-PEAmJTS{IN SHELLl 

- ' (e)~.p.4 
4.1 -
7.0 17.J 

F--=-=~-----=~--~~ 

11.1 17 .7 
~ 

= 0 0 4 
6.9 4.4 
4.2 ..L 12.9 .- -

(a) Subjeot to rev:!. sion 

" 

1955=56 
1953-54 f 

195~55 . (a) 
-

1(-) 0.6 ...... rr+)*O.6 -
4.2 2.3 3.4 

14.2 12.4 I 11.8 

19.0 14·7 14 .. 6 -3.7 2,,8 3.7 
0.4 0 .. 4 0.6 

-1~~'9 f1~; lO~3-
-

- - -
3.9 0 .. 8 0.3 
8 .. 8' 18.6 . f4~5 

--
12 .. 7 19.4 14.8 

- ~<=' 

- - = 

1.4 3.2 2.6 
11.3 16.2 12.2 

(b) Held by the Field Peas Marketing Board of Tasmania. 
(0) Not available 
(d) EBtimate based on 1936 Survey of household oonsumptiono 
(e) Held by Peanut Board. Comparable figures are not avail= 

able for later years. 

The estimated supplies of the o omm<' di ties in this group, available for 
oonsumption per head of population~ are showr,in the follOwing table.. The apparent 

--

eonsumption of d1'ied. pulse per head. ino-reased oonsiderably after the war but has declined 
sinoe 1953-54, being 2.4 lb. in 1955-56. The consumption of peanuts (inoluding , 

sal ted peanuts and as peanut butter or. paste) showed. remarkable expansion from 0.9 lb. 
per head pre-war to an average of 2.5 lb. per head over the three years ended 1948-49~ 
but Owing mainly to restrioted supplies, the oonsumption during the subsequent years 
deolined. It rose again however to a level of 2.7 Ib o in 1954=55 and 2.0 lb .. in 
1955-56. The oonsumption of tree--nuts deol:i.ned during the war, but in 1950.-51 
amounted to 2.3 lb. per head oompared with 0.8 lb. pr.~war~ It has sinoe fallen again 
and in 1955-56 amounted to 1 .. 6 Ib .. per head. The oonsumption of oocoa beans 
deolined from an average of 3.4 lb. pel' head during the three years ended 1948-49 
to 2.2. lb. per head during 1955-56. 



Apparent oonsumption of the whole (;roup per head rose from 8'::1 aV9rage of' 
9.2 lb. during the three years end-ed 1948-49 to a post-war peak of n~7 Ib., during 
1949-50. Consumption in subsequent years hd5 been below this level and during 
1955-56 was 8.2 lb. per head. 

TABLE 35 Ii SUPPLIES OF PULSE AND ~WTS AV/L[I,A:BLE FOR CONSUMPTION: 
AUSTRAl.IA 

(lb" per h~;Ftd per annum) 
.... ~ 

Average Average 1955-56 Commodity 1936=.31 to 1946--47 1953=54 195~55 (a) 
1938-39 to 1948-49 

Dried. PulSe 1.5 2.0 3 .. 7 2,,8 2,,4 
Peanuts (b) 0.9 2 .. 5 1.9 2 .. 7 2.0 
Edible Tree Nuts (b) 0.,8 1.3 1.7 1~ 9 1e 6 
Cocoa (raw beans) 2" 1 3.,4 2,,8 2~4 2.2 

Total: Edible Weigllt 503 902 10., 1 9~8 8 .. 2 
I 

(a) Subject to revision" (b) Weight vd. thout shell .. 

(ix) Tomatoes and Citrus Fruit 

The estimated total produotion of fresh tomatoes and citrus fruit is shown 
in the following tableo The figures are based on the output reoorded on growers' 
an.nual returns together with estimates of produotion by self-suppliers. Tomato pro.. 
duotion in the pre-war period is probably unde~stated, owing to the laok of oomplete 
data at that time. 

The table also shows details of the utilization of tomatoes (inoluding 
tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and oitrus fruit (inoluding 
citrus products in terms of fresh fruit). Allowanoe for wastage of both produots is 
also shovm. 

During the post-war years~ tomato produotion has varied from 1169 100 tons in 
1946-47 to 78,700 tons in 1953-54. Betweeen these limits production has fluotuated 
considerably. From 1953-541 however, there has been a steady inorease~ to 91,200 
tons in 1955-56. EXports~ on the other hand p have been deolining sinoe 1952=53, from 12, 

tons in that year to 5,100 tons in 1955=56 the bulk of which (49287 tons fresh 
equivalent) comprises tomato juice to the United Kingdom.. Exports of tomato paste 
have fallen to negligible proportions.. Imports at ooncentrated tomato produots 
became significant in 1954=55$ when 12,662 tons fresh equivalent were imported~ In 
1955-56, imports almost doubled to 23,900 tons fresh equivalento The greater part 
of the imports consists of tomato paste from Italy~ 

Citrus fruit produotion reaohed a peak of 171,400 tons in 1950=519 fell 
substantially in the nen two years, rose in 1953-54 and 1954-55 and attained a new 
reoord of 184,000 tons in 1955-56. Exports fell steadily from 1950-51 (18 9700 tons 
fresh equivalent) to 12,000 tons in 1954-55, rising in 1955~56 to 139 100 tons of whioh 
12,500 tons were exports of fresh oitrus fruits. 

TABLE 36 r TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUITS. sPRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION: 

1-.,.,;; 

ParticuJa rS 
.- ~ .. ~". _.- . -" --~"' . ~~." - , -.. - - --

Net Change in Stocks (c) 
Imports 
Production -

"~, • ___ .h __ , 

Total Supplies: 

Exports (incl. ShiPE! t stores) 
Waste 
Apparent Consumption 

AUSTRALIA 
(1000 tons) 

Average Average 
1936=.37 ~o 1946--47 in 
-193~-39 ·194a.:-49- . 

._-- ,-, 

(d) (- ) 4 .. 5 
- -

(e)50.,0 104-,,0 

50.0 108 .. 5 

- 17.,6 
2.0 4 .. 6 

48.0 86~3 

1953-54 1954=55 

( ... ) 7,.0 (=) 12.7 
0.,4 12 .. 7 

78 .. 7 86,,4 

86.1 111 .. 8 

10., 1 7.,1 
3 .. 0 3.8 

73 .. 0 100,,3 

1955-56 
(a) 

( +) 1.9 
23.9 

·91.2 

113.2 

5.1 
4 .. 0 

104.1 



rJet Ohange in Stooks 
Produotion 

Ir! the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies of these 
oommodities moving into oonsumption per head of population~ As ment~oned above, the 
figures relating to tomato oonswmption in the pre-war period are probably understated, 
owing to the absenoe of oomplete data relating to produotionc There was, however, a 
d.istinot upward trend in the apparent consumption of tomatoes per head from 2109 lbo 

in 1945 to 30.6 Ib .. in 1946=47 ~ followed by a slow deoline to 18.4 Ibe in 1953=54 .. 
Consumption rose again to 24 .. 7 lho in 1954-55 and 25.0 10" per head in 1955-56e 

Consumption of oitrus fruit rose to 3709 lb. per head during 1953=54 from 
the low level of the two previous years 9 fell slightly to 35.4 lb. during 1954-559 then 
rose in 1955=56 tc the l.ighest reoorded per oapita consumption, 4004 lb. 

It should be noted that th~ figuTes relating to consumption of oitrus fruit 
are slightly overstated9 as no alloWanG6 has been made for fruit used in jam which has 
been e %porte_d ... 

TABLE 37 8 SUPPLIES OF TOMATOES Al"'m CITRUS "ffiUIT AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION (a), 
= -=~ AUSTREj:y=--~-

(1'0 0 per head per annum) 
.. _. '-~'~-'--~-=,r-----""----

=E
Ave-rage- Average 

Commodity 193~37 to 1946~47 to 1953=54 1954=-55 ~ 1955-56 
(b) 

. 19 38= 39 1948- 49 
-F"'r-e-s-h---T-om-a-to-e-s~---~"""-~"=-- ,to) 15 c '7 25" 3 18" 4 24.7 

Fresh Oi trus,... .' ~~~9_~~ _.-Jlo".?~ . I 37 .. 9 I 36'05:~1 I 
Total Fr~~~ J!'~ll ~ivaleE~~L~ __ 47~ ~ =--;=6w2"~~2~3 ~.~ 

(a) Inoludes manufactured produots in terms of fres~h-o-l---~-""'----
(0) ~~bject to r~vision& 
(c) Probably unde~ stated owing to absenoe of canplete data" 

(x) Fruit ani FrIli t Pro duo ts (6:lO'Jluding Tomato as and Oi true Fruit) 

Details of the produotion ani utilization of f?esh fruit (other than tomatoes 
and citrus fruit) md products the:r$<»i', namelY9 jamBs dried frUit and preserved fruit9 
are shown in the table below., 

During the post-war periods produotion of fresh fruit has fluotuated oonsid­
erably from 499 9700 tons in 1952~53 to the reoord level of 690 9800 tons in 1955-560 
J~arge inorea.ses in the production of apples9 bananas and pineapples compared' wi th 
previOUS years were mainly responsible for the record.. There was a fall in the production 
of apriootsj peaches and pears. The overall increase in 1955-56 production compared 
with 1954-55 was 9.8 per cent. 

Despite the greater production of fruit, ~:x:ports fell from the 1954-55 level 
by 306 per oent to 1129600 tons in 195~,560 

Jam production expanded greatly after the pre-war period ani the peak of 
89,700 tons in 1947-48 was 50~800 tons or more than 130 per cent. above the average 
production for the three years ended 193a...39. There wa.s a steep drop in 1948-49 and 
subsequent years and ir· 1955 ·56 output amounted to only 379700 tons. Exports of jBJll 
in 195".56 were 2~ 200 tons9 the lowest recorded in the pos1Pwar period. 

Produotion cf dried vine fruits since the war has varied between 56 j 100 tons 
(in 1951) and 10° 9 700 tons (in 1953)" Production has deolined since the latter year to 
89,900 tons in 1954 and 80 9 700 tons in 1955. EXports have also deolined, being 66,500 
tons in 1954 and 65,700 tons in 1955. 
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The production of dried tree fr~it in 1955-565 9 200 tons) declined for the 
second suocessive year but was oomparable .m.th output in most post-war years g Imports 
(49000 tons), however9 were considerably below 1954=55 (59900 tons) and rather lower 
than the post-war average" 

The output of preserved fruit declined in both 1954=55 and 1955-56 from the 
record Of 1519600 tons in 1953-54~ It was however still considerably higher than the 
years prior to the record year" The fall ooourred in the main pack (apples, peaches 
and pears)" Exports also fell slightlyo 

TABLE 8: FRUIT AND FRUIT!!qpt.!.Crrs (EXC!-UDING TOMATOES AND CI'1'RUS 
FRUIT : PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION: AUSTRALIA 

0000 tons 

Average Average 
Particulars 1936-37 to 1946=47 to 1953=54 

1938=.39 1948=.49 
FRESH FRUIT (EXCLUDING TOMATOES A~ P CITRUS 

Net Change in Stocks (1)) ( b) (b) 
PX'oduction (0) 50905 53309 650" 1 

Total Supplies: 509,,5 533,,9 650,,1 
Exports (inol" Ships' Stores) 116" 6 50.,7 11609 
For Jam, Preserved Frai t and 

Dried Tree Fnit 10407 (d) 18507 216,,9 
A~parent Consumption 28802 29705 3160 3 

Net Change in Factory Stocks (c) ~b) ( +) 4,,9 (+) 0" 2 
Produotion 3809 7402 3902 

Total Supplies: 38 0 9 6903 3900 
Exports (inclo Ships I Stores) 308 26 0 8 2<#9 
Ap~arent Consumption 3501 4205 3601 

DRIED VINE FRUIT (8) 

Net Change in Stooks 
8~~§ .. (b-)_ .. - (b) 

Produotion 74 .. 6 100 0 7 
Total Supplies: 80.,5 .- -7~;,6 .. - 100;,1 

Exports (incL Ships' Stores) 630 0 48 0 5 780 1 
For Winemaking 107 Cd) 404 300 
Apparent Consumption 1508 21" 7 1906 

DRIED TR:!;E FRUIT 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
-

(r)(=)0.,4 (b) 
Imports 505 405 502 
Production 503 509 704 

~otal Supplies: 10.,8 10.,8 -. 1206 
Exports (inol., Ships' Stores) 1,,8 2" 1 300 
Apparent Consumption 900 8 0 7 9 .. 6 

l"RESERVIlID FRUIT -Net Change in Faotory Stooks 0 .. -7 (+) 1402 (c) I (b) (=) . .. 

Production - - - 6-606 
Total -SUPPlies: 66.,6 

EXports (inclo Ships' Stores) 3401 
Apparent Consumption - 3109 

(a) Subject to revisiono 

(b) Not available o 

(0) Includes imports. 
(d) Inoludes wastage., 

80,,2 151 0 6 
80 0 9 137,,4 
4306 8901 
37 .. 3 4803 

1954=55 

(b) 
62901 
629" 1 
11608 

205,,6 
30607 

(-) 3,,2 
37 .. 5 
4001 

302 
3705 

8~~§--
8909 
66 .. 5 

= 

2304 

{ bJ 
5,,9 
5~5 

1104 
208 
8;,6 

(-) 9 .. 6 
14302 
1;208 . 

_. 

9605 
56,,3 

1955=-56 
(a) 

{bl 
690 0 8 
690,,8 
11206 

20109 
37603 

(-) 4,,0 
3707 
4107 

202 
J905 

8{~) 
0 0 7 

80 0 1 
6507 

= 

1500 

(b) 
4,,0 
502 
902 
107 
7,,5-

(~) 1406 
1350 0 
149;,6 
9307 
5509 

(e) Data for pos~war years relate to years ended December. 
(f) Packing house stocks; comparable information is not 

available for other periodso 

-
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Details of the supplies of the ocmmodities included in this group moving into 
consumption per head of population are Shown in the following table. The apparent 
oonsumption of fresh fruit per head during 1955-;6 was 90 5 5 lb. This was 20 per oent. 
above the previous year and 4 per oent. above average consumption over the three years 
ended 1948-49. There has been a deolinein the oonsumption of Jam per head sinoe 
the war9 buti t has been inoreasing since 1952-53 and stood at 9.5 lb. in 1955-56. 

Available statistios indioate that the consumption of preserved fruit was 
13.4 Ibo per head during 1955-56. This was 1 Ib~ per head less than the reoord 
oonsumption of 1951-52 and slightly below 1954-55~ It must be emphasised, that, as 
mentioned in the p:l'efaoe to this Bulletin, data usao, 1n oaloulating oonsumption are 
ci.ef'icient to the extent that no infonnation i., availablt> on ohanges in wholesalers' 
or retailers a stooks, Estimates have, however 9 been made on the basis of the best 
available evidence of ohanges in these stooks and taken into aooount in oertain cases 
to avoid marked disto~tion of the annual oonsumption es~imates. 

Estimated oonsumption of the whole grouP9 e:xpl'essed in terms of fresh fruit 
per head of population~ was 133~5 lb. in 1955=561 oompared with the post-war peak 
of 145 0 0 lb" reaohed in 1947-48 and an average of '140 .. 7 Ib., in the three years ended 
1948-49 .. 

_TABLA 39 ,_SU]!L]E..§., 9!.!Rurg (EXS:J:.JJDI,!.lQ.. T9~MJ4'..0ES liND CITURS FRUIT) 
MID FRUIT PRODUCTS AVA1LAJ3LE FORCOliSlfMPTI01r : lUSTRALIA 
~_I>!! ..- .... __ -....~ ____ , _~~ ... -~ :;; .... - I 

, \ lb. pel~ head per annum) 
I 

--~~-~'.~=~-:-.. ---------.~-......---,,, ".~~----....-----.,-----I AveJ:'age·· f Average' I 

• __ ~_o~~~J~;~}1:JI9~jt4tI19_.5~54'_"-I-_1_9~54-"",-;5r-5+-1_95~(~~)~5_6_ 
Fresh :F1ruit 94,,0 I 67" 1 I 7906 75.6 90,,5 
Jam 1104 12~4 901 9 .. 2 9.5 
DY'iad Fl>uH - Vine (b) 5.2 6,,3 4.9 5 .. 8 3.6 

Tree I 2.9 2,,5 2.4 2.1 1.8 
Preserved Frui tr----~-? "=L~~~1-~-4~~1_2_._2~+-__ 1~3_._9_~, __ 1_3,,_4_·"_. 

~: (Fresh Fruit Eql1ivalent)1141.f7 I 140.7 I 127.,5--127.8- 1--1-33.5"'-
-~.---,-~--~- (a) S~bj~ct~ 1;6 l"ev:Won. ----~~~-... -~~-,----........ ---_r_-

(b) .Data tor post-war years relate to year ended Deoember. 

(xi) ~~een"~~ Yell.2-w Ve£:eta~.!!. 
Data relating to produotion of vegetables inoluded in this and the following 

group are obtained from oommeroial outpu'~ asretur1l6d by g~owers at the annual census 
of farm pl~duotion~ to whioh have, been added allowanoes for production by self­
supplierso The ve~$tables inoluded in these groups do not inolude potatoes whioh are 
shown in Seotion 3 (vii); Pulse9 shown ~.n Seotion 3 (viiih and Tomatoes, shown in 
Seotion 3(ix)~ . 

It should be pointed out that the annual census returns make provision for 
growers to reoord their production in units in whioh they are no~allymarketed, e.g. 
details of potatoes and other root Ol~PS are ool:~ot~d in tons; cabbages? oauliflowers, 
etc. in do~enB9 Whilst others are obtained in suoh units as bushels, bags, bunohes, 
oasess etc o In u:;preslSing these i tOOlS in tams of t(l!lS of 2,240 lb. 1,n this Bulletin, 
oare has. been taken to obtain apPl:,opriate fac-wrs f:rom offioial souroes9 and while 
their precision has not been wholly sstabli6hed~ it is reasonably certain that any error 
is not sufficient to impair significantly th~i~ r~liabilityo 

The pr~duotion of vegetables was oonsiderably expanded during the war years 
to provide inoreased stlpplies in fresh and pl'ooesaed fo::;m for in e AImed Forces~ Since 
the war, curtailment of produotion has taken plaoe and there has been a downward trend 
in consumption, but this may been otfs&t to some extent in more reoent years by 
increased home growing of vegetableso Howeve:<:9 data Qonoerning reoent trends in "baole;.. 
ya.rd·~ vegetable produotion are not at p::i'ssent available and no change has been made to 
the allow8~oe for this produotiono 

Following the end of the wal'v the production of ca.nned vegetables inoluded 
in groups (xi) and (xii) deolinsd f~m 41,000 tons in 1945 to 239000 tons in 1955-56. 
G~e~n peas are the principal vegetables now b~ing p~eserved~ 

J 
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Attention is directed to the qualification relating to stocks (viz. lack of 
data on retailers' and wholesalers u stooks), mentioned in the preface to this Bulletin. 
As a result of the deficiency in stock data~ the actual consumption of preserved 
vegetables may possibly vary somewhat from the offioial figures. In certain oases, 
however, estimates have been made on the basis of the best available evidenoe of the 
movement in wholesalers' and retailers' stooks? and these have been taken into 
aooount to avoid marked distortion in annual oon~umption estimates. 

Particulars relating to the produotion and utilization of leafy, green 
am yellow vegetables in the fresh and preserved form are shQwn in the following 
tables-

TABLE 40 : VEGETABLES" LE.Al!L .. q,R~N AND YELLOW: PROroCTION AND 
UTILIZATION: AUSTRALIA 

T» 000 TOns) -

Average Average 1955-56 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1953-54 19540-- 55 
1§38=39 1948--49 

(a) 

Net Change in Stocks 1-~~-
- - =(b)k='~-

(~~ (b) (b) 
Production 2(401) 188. 18605 203.2 ----= ... , 

Total Supplies: (b) 204,,5 18809 186 .. 5 20302 

Exports (inol .. Ships' Stores) [bf 404 3.0 207 2.8 
For Preserving and Waste (b) 2707 1904 21.5 32.0 
Apparent Consumption (b) 17204 166 .. 5 16203 16804 

.--.-=--~..,...-

,fRESERVED 
"<,,=. ~ 

(b) -~FJ 103-= -) 601 i(-) 509 Net Change in Factory Stooks -
Production (b) 120 0 6 .. 3 7 .. 9 1408 

-

- - - ~tal Supplies,. ,- (b) 1303 1204 '-13,,8 140 8 

ExpOrts (inclo Ships', Stores) ~-~~ 405 2.1 0 0 7 0 03 
Apparent Consumption. - 8~B 1003 13-0--r - f405 .. 1 

" --
(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not availableo 

In the next table, details are shown of the ~parent consumption per head 
of populationg of the items inoluded in this groupo Consumption of the group as a 
whole has declined somewhat sinoe 1943, owing prinoipally to the reduced supplies of 
fresh legumes and oabbages and greens available .. 

. .. -.---.-, 

TABLE 41 , SUP~BES.Q!: LEAFY~ GREEN AND YELLOW VEGETABLES 
AVAILABLE FOR CONSUJlPTION : AUSTRALIA 

( lboper 'head p;;;' annum) 

-

Ave~age Average 1955-56 Commodity 193&.37 to 1946=47 to 195)",54 1954-55 
193&.39 194s;.49- " . - .. ' -_ .. (a) 

Cabbages \b)25 0 9 
.. 

15.8 and Greens 24 .. 7 1704 16 .. 3 
Lettuoe (b) 709 402 4 .. 2 3.7 309 
Carrots ~b) 1008 9D9 8 .. 3 7 .. 8 8,,0 
Fresh Legumes b)24,,5 11 .. 6 12 .. 1 1202 1208 
Preserved . - ~ .. -, - _ .. 2 .. 6- 206 302 

• ,-< 

"3~5 
- "' --. -

Total: (b)6901 53 .. 0 4406 43 .. 2 i 440 0 

(a) (b) 
-=--~ 

SUbjeot to revision .. These figures relate to 1943. In the absenc~ of data 
for the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to be the same as in 1943~ for the purpose 
of nutrient oalculations" 
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(xii) Other Vegetables 

The vegetables included in this group are pumpkins, white and swede 
turnips, beetroot, onions, parsnips, cauliflowers, cucumbers, marrows, squashes and 
sweet como 

The comments included above in ::respeot of group (xi) apply also to this 
group of vegetables. The relevant details relating to production9 utilization and con­
sumption per head of population are shown in the two tables following. Consumption of 
this group per head has deoreased by 29 per cento since the three immediate post-war 
years. 

TABLE 42 : "OTHER VEGETABLES" (a) s PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION I AUSTRALIA 
( f 000 Ton.s) 

Average Average 1955-56 Parti culars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1953-54 1954-55 (b) 
1938-39 1948-49 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (c) (0 ) (0 ) (c) 
Production (c) 302.7 262.3 255.1 252.6 

Total Supplies: (0) 302.7 262.3 255 .. 1 252.6 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (0) 14.8 4,.8 4.2 2.5 
Preserving and Waste (c~ 20.4 11.6 13.5 14.8 
Apparent Consumption (0 261~5 245.9 237.4 235.3 

PRESERYED 
Net Change in Faotory Stocks (0) (- )00 3 (-)3. 0 (- )0.7 (+)1.0 
Production (0) 3.3 5.3 6.8 8.3 

I--
Total Suppliesl (0) 3.6 8.3 7.5 7.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (c ~ 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5 
Apparent Consumption (0 3.1 7.9 7.0 6 .. 8 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

Vegetables other than leafy, green and yellow vegetables9 potatoes (white and 
sweet), pulse and tomatoes. 
Subject to reVision. 
Not aVailable. 

TABLE 43 : SUPPLIES OF "OTHER VE~TABLES ~ A'y AlLABLE FOR CONSUMPTION : AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head pSI' annum) 

I Average Average 1955-56 Commodity 1936...37 to 1946-.47 to 1953-54 1954-55 (a) 
1938~39 1948-49 

Other Fresh Vegetables (b )58 .. 9 78 .. 3 61.9 58.6 54.7 
Other Preserved Vegetables - 0,,9 2. ° 1 .. 7 10 6 

Tota,;x.t (b )58~ 9 79.2 63.9 60.3 56.3 

(a) Subjeot to revision. 
(b) This figure relates to 1943. In the absenoe of data for the pre_war period, con_ 

sumption is assumed to be the same as in 1943, for the purpose of nutrient oalcu­
lations. 

(&ii) Grain Pro ~ 

Wheat production in 1955-56, 195,443,000 bushels, moved baok to the high 
level of 1952-53 and 1953-54 and was 16 per cent. above production in 1954-55. It was 
also in excess of the average production of 179 9 447,000 bushels for the ten seasons 
1946 to 1955. The yield per acr.e was the highest yet recorded. 

The barley harvest was a reoord at 4196559000 bushels, which was slightly in 
excess of the previous reoord production in 1953-54 though the yield per acre was slight­
ly less. Maize production dropped by 6 per cent. on 1954-55 production, both acreage 
sown and yield per acre being reduced. The produotion of oats at 56,487,000 bushels was 
easily a reoord, the previous highest production being 43,623,000 bushels in 1952-53. 
Bice production dropped from the previous year's record by 7 per cent. 
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Details of the produ~tion of the principal cereals for grain during eaoh 
of the years 195,3..,.54 to 1955-56 in Clompa.rison with average production during the five 
years ended 19-38 ... 39 and the three years ended 1948 ... 49 are shown in the following tablesJ_ 

TABLE 4:4 : PRODUCTlq-LOF CE~~ FOR GRAIN: AUSTRALIA 
( '000 Bushels) 

Average I Average ! 
! I 

Orop Five Years Three Years 
1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 

Ended. Ended (a) 
1938~39 1948-49 

:Barley - 2 row 8,459 15~~41 35,923 25,622 35,469 
6 row 1,293 I 1 ~ 604 51 349 3,778 6,186 

Maize 7,338 5,721 5,079 5,07 6 4,755 
Oats 17,002 

I 
26,621 3299 61 32~834 56,487 

Rice 2~ 274 2,798 
I 

4,069 5,080 4,725 
Wh$at 154,325 176$ 027 197,961 168,617 195,443 --(a) Subjeot to revision~ 

Details of the produotion and utilization of wheat are given in oereal years 
in the following table for the average of the three years ended 1938-39t the average for 
the three years ended 1948-49 and eaoh year 1953-.54 to 1955-56. 

TABLE 45 : WHEAT : PRO:OUCTION AND UTILIZATION: AUSTRALIA 
(Million Bu~hela) 
Average r---A-v-a'-r-ag--e-' --~i-Y-e-a-r--e-n-d-ed--3-0-t-h--N-ov-e-m-b-e-r-

Thl'ee Years Three Years ! I 1955 1956 Pa.rti culare 
Ended EndQd I 1954 () 

______________ .-+:3::...0_t_h ___ N;;......O~..23" 30th Nov. 1949 .~I. a (a) 
Qpening Stocks (including 

Flour as \fueat) 10.2 19.9 1 I 37&7 94.9 95.0 
Production 164~'1 116.0 198~0 168.6 195.4 

_--=T=o=t=a.:::l=A=v=a=i=l=a=bl=e=S=u~p;:;p;ll.:;· 0;:13;:1_-+._-.:.1..:.,7:::,::4:2.... - L 195·> 9 I 235" 7 263" 5 290.4 
Exports _ Wheat 

_ Flour as Vfueat 
- Breakfast Foods and 

other products 
Looal Consumption _ 

Flour as Vfueat I 

Stook Feed Wheat Sales 
Seed 
Retained on Farm for Stook 

Feed 
Breakfast Foods and other uses 

Closing Stocks (including Flour 
as Wheat) 

Total Disposals: 

75.0 60,5 3805 64~8 95¢4 
30® 6 37. 1 27.9 35$ 0 33.6 

(b) 

33.9 
21,,8 
12.8 

194. 1 

34.,4 
17 •. 6 
10 .. 8 

4. ° 1\: 

1".6 

1.0 

38,,0 
16.; 5 
10~9 

5.0 
2 .. 0 

230.5 268.2 i 286.0 

Exoess (+) or Deficiency (_) 
of Disposals over total 
available supplies (d) 

~~--------~~~~~--~--~----------~~----~----~------~------~-------(a) Subject to revision. (b) Inoluded with Flour. (0) Included with stook feed. 
(d) Includes allowances for unreoorded movements in stocks, grain or loss in out_1:urn,etc. 

Details of the production and utilization of the prinCipal produots from 
wheat and other cereals are shown in the table on page 4.5. 

In 1955-56 the production of flour fell for the fourth suooessive year from 
the reoord production of 1,5459000 long tons in 1951-52. At 1,359,000 long tons it was 
2 per cent. below 1954-55. 

The quantity of flour exported betw~en 1946-47 and 1953-54 was at a level of 
about 700,000 to 800,000 long tons a year. In 1954-55, however, exports dropped to 
612,000 tons and rose only 2~600 tons in 1955-56. 

The production of milled rice bas increased steadily since the war with the 
exception of a temporary fall in 1951-52. In 1955-56 it is estimated that 48,100 tons 
were milled~ 

Restriotions on the free sale of rice to the public were lifted on 3rd. 
October, 1950, and, in conjunotion with this, increased quantities were made available 
for Australian consumption. 
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Dtlrlng 1954-55 Australian conS'..lmption aocotL."lteli for 14,200 tons and in 
1955-56 for 15,400 tons. Exports reached a p(.)!st-ft'l' peak of 35~ 100 tons in 1953<-54, 
lieclining in 1954-55 to average post_war levels of 28,700 tons, but increasing again 
to 34,600 tons in 1955-56. 

The production of oatmeal (including rolled or crushed oats) reached the 
record level of 34,000 tons in 1947-48. Ou.tput liuring subsequent years was considerably 
less, standing at 14,300 tons in 1955-56. 

The output of other grain breakfast fooQ.s amounted to 43,400 tons in 1955-56. 
Consumption at 40,600 tons was ccnsiderably above the immediate post-war average of 
28,200 tons. 

TABLE 46 I GRAIN PROJruLT_S_-,¥ PRODU.9TION A!iD UTILIZATION t AUSTRALI!' 

('000 tons of 29240 lb.) 

fAvor"". Average 
Particulars 1946_47 to 1953-54 1954-55 :36-31 to 

1948-49 1938=39 
FLOUR (INCLUDING WHEATMEAL FOR :BAKING AND SHARPS) (b) _. 

.~ .... - , 
Net Change in Millers' Stocks (0) (d) (+)19.5 (_)21.6 
Production 1,149. 0 1,430.4 1,436.7 

~~-F"-'-
Total SUE:e1ies: 1,149 0 0 1,4100 9 1,458.3 

~~-

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 575.0 721.2 703.5 
Apparent Consumption 574.0 689.7 754.8 . " -

HI CE . (MILLE]!) -== ..... ~.-
Net Change in Millers t Stocks (0) (d) ( +) 1.0 (-) ;.2 
Production 28.1 32.2 45.2 

"-Tot.al Su12:eliesl 28.1 3102 50.4 1---_. ,_. ---
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 14.3 28 .. 2 35.1 
Miscellaneous Uses 1.6 - -Apparent Consumption 12.2 3.0 14.7 

:BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS (OATMEAL AND ROLLED OATS) 

t Change in Factory Stooks Ne 
Pro 

(c) 
duction 

Tot.!.1 Su:e121ies I 

orts Exp 
Ap parent Consumption 

--~\.-

(d) (_) O. 1 I (+) O~ 1 
17 ~ 2 27.0 20.0 

17.2 27.1 19.9 

1 .. 9 13.5 8.5 
15.3 13.6 11 •. 4 

OTHER :BREAKFAST FOODS FROM GRAIN C!.) 
~---=-=------ . .-- , 

Net Change in Factory Stooks (0) I (d) -
Produetion 17.2 23" 5 

~-

Total Su:e121iea: 17 .. 2 ~,,5 
~ 

Exports - 0 .. 3 
Apparent Consumption 17.2 28. :2 . 

Subject to revision. 
(b (al Sharps are inoluded as from 1952-53 only. 

Inoludes importe. 
Not available. 

-
420 6 ---
42.6 

2.3 
40.3 

(+)20.9 
1,386.6 

1,365.7 

612 .. 9 
752.8 

(+)5.0 
47.9 

42 .. 9 

28.7 
-

14.2 

-
16.7 

16 .. 7 

5.3 
11.4 

(-) 0.1 
43 .. 6 

43.7 

2.0 
41.7 

, 

~ 

(c 
(d) 
(e) Prior to 1951-52 wheatmeQ1 for porridge only. From 1951 ... 52 

includes also invalid and health foods, semolina and wheat germ. 

1955 ... 56 
(a) 

(-) 14~ 5 
1,359 0 0 

1,37305 

61 505 
75800 

(-) 1.9 
48e 1 

50GO 

34,,6 
-

1504 

~ 

1403 

14.3 

3.5 
10.8 -

. 
( +) 0" 1 

43.4 . 
43.3 

2., 7 
40 0 6 
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The next table showsdatails of the supplies of grain prudtu''!"s entEt-M:.ug 
consumption per head of population.. Total consumption of the group per head in 1955'""'~ 
was 200.4 Ib"compared with 204" 0 Ib.. in 1954-55 and an avel"age of 218~ 1 lb. during the 
three years ending 1948-49~ The decline in 1955-56 was due principally to a decNase 
in the consumption of flour whi¢h fell to 182.3 lb. per head from 185~51b. in the 
previous year and average consumption of 201.9 lb. in the three immediate post-war years, 
Since the pre-war period, there has been a decline in the consumption of oatmeal Which 
has been offset by increa1ged conaumrtion cf breakfast foods from other grains, mainly 
prepared foods. The consumption of rice per head increased from 1.1 lb. in 1949-50 to 
the record level of 4.7 lb. in 1951-52, 9~ increase which is directly attributable to 
the lifting of restrictions on sale to the public fro~n 3rd October, 1950. There has 
since been a decrease of 21 per cent. to 307 Ib~ in 1955-56. 

TABLE 41 I SUP?LIES OF GRAIN PRODUCTf! AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION I 

AUSTRALIA 

Commodi ty 

Flour 
Rice (milled) 
Breakfast Foods _ 

From Oats (Oatmeal and 
Rolled Oats) 

From Other Grains 
Pearl Barley 
Barley Meal and Polished Wheat 

(Rice substitute) 
Edible Starch (Cornflour) (b) 
Tapioca and Sago 

Tota.l. 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Ave:rage I Average I 
1936..37 to 1946..47 to 

1938-39 1948-49 

187.1 201e9 
4.0 O~9 

5.0 4.0 
5. 6 8.2 
1.0 0., 5 

- 0,,5 
.1.4 1" 4 
1.2 0~7 

205.3 218 .. 1 

Subjeot to ~evision. 
Of maize origj.n. 

, 

1953-54 1954-55 

190.0 185.5 
3.7 3.5 

2.9 2.8 
100 1 10.3 
0 .. 5 0.5 

0 •. 2 0.2 
1 .• 0 0~9 
004 0.3 

208.8 204.0 

1955-56 
(a) 

182.3 
3,;7 

2 .. 6 
9.8 
0.5 

0.1 
1.0 
0;04 

200.4 

The items inoluded in this group comprie:9 te8.9 COffee, beer and wine. 
Particulars of the production B:nd uti.lizaticn of beer and Wine are shown in the follow_ 
ing table. 

The production of beer in 1955-56 was a. record at 233.0 million gallons, and 
exceeded the average output for the three yee.rs entl.ed 1938-39 by 149 0 6 million ga~lons 
(179 per cent.), and for the three years ended 1948-49 by 99" 5 million gallons (74 per 
cent.). As the quantity .of beer~xported is Sille.:n, most of this increase was consumed 
in Aus tralia. 

:Beverage Wine produc~ion during 1955-56i8 estimated at 11.0 million gallons. 
This was 6.0 milli.on ga1l6n!3 (35 per cen:i:.) bel~w t~G l.'9oc:-d PI:'oduotion of 1951-52, but 
2.6 million gallons (31 per cant.) greater than the average production during the three 
years ended 1938-39. Exports have declined by 68 pel' cent. since the pre_war years. 
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TABLE 48 : BEER AND WINE PRODUCTION AND UTI.LIZATION : AUSTRALIA 

( v 000 Gallons) 

Average Average I 

Partiou1ars 1936_37 to 194~47 to 1953-54 1954-55 
1938-39 1948-49 

BEER --i ~ 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (b) (b) (b) 
Pro duo ti on 839 467 133 j 553 213,509 228,794 
Imports 126 258 95 96 

---

Total Supplies I 83,593 133 j 811 213,604 228,890 

Exports (ino1. Ships I Stores) 553 719 1 ~590 1,954 
Misoe1laneous Uses (0) 2j963 3~619 6~836 6,452 
Apparent Consumption 809 017 129,473 205,178 220,484 

WINE 

Net Change in Stocks ( d) ( +)328 ( +)19 881 ( + ) 1,453 (-) 323 
Produotion (e) 89 442 149 134 15,196 11,060 
Imports 42 22 40 46 

Total Supplies: 8~ 156 12 j 269 13~ 183 11,429 
Expo~ts (ino10 Ships' Stores) 39 911 2,439 19428 1,304 
Apparent Consumption 49 245 9~830 12,355 10,125 

(al Subjeot to revision. 
(b Not available _ Sse footnote (0) 
(0 . Ba1anoe figure; includes beer waste and allowance for net change in 

brewery stocks. 
(d) Movements in stooks of Australian fortified ~ne in Bond. 
(e) - Produotion of beverage wine o 

1955-55 
(a) 

(b) 
233,045 

65 
233,110 

1,740 
6,305 

225,065 

(_)1,107 
11,030 

48 
12, 185 
1,251 

10,934 

Details of the apparent oonsumption of eaoh commodit,y ino1uded in the group, 
per head of population~ are shown in the following tableo 

Data covering the consumption of tea and coffee up to the year 1946-47 are 
based on oivilian sales of imported supplies 1 as recorded by the Tea Control Board. In 
the case of coffee, contrcl of supplies by the Tea Control Board ceased in Ootober, 1941, 
and the consumption figures for later periods have been based on imports of coffee 
cleared during the year. With the ending of tea rationing on 2nd July, 1950, consump­
tion dUring 195Ob51 inoreased to 705 Ib o per head 9 but during 1951-52 and 1952-53 de_ 
oreased again to the post-war level of 60 5 lbo per head. - In 1953-54 there was a slight 
upward movement to 60 8 Ibo followed during 1954-55 and 1955-56 by a fall to 60 0 per 
head and 509 lbo per head respeotivelyo Coffee oonsumption declined from the level of 
10D lbo per head during the three years ended 1948-49 to 0" 7 Ibo per head during 1952-53, 
but in 1953-54 and 1954-55, dUe to substantial inoreases in imports, the quantity avail­
able for oonsumption inoreased to 10 1100 per head with a further increase to 103 lb9 

in 1955-560 Pre_war consumption was 0.6 Ib o 

Beer oonsumption statistics are based on the quantity of beer removed from 
breweries, duty paid, plus the quantity removed free of duty for oonsumption in Aus_ 
tralia, with the addition of small quantities of imports cleared for home oonsumption. 
Consumption of beer per head was 24012 gallons (241 0 6 100) in 1955-56 oompared with an 
average of 160 9 gallons (16902 100 ) during the three years ended 1948-49 and 1107 
gallons (1160 6 lbo ) during the three years ended 1938-39Q 

Wine consumption reached its highest level in Australia during 1951-52 at 
108 gallons (1804 Ib o ) per heado This oompares with an average of 103 gallons (1302 lb.) 
during the three years ended 1948=49 and average oonsumption of 00 6 gallons (6" 4 lb.) 
during the years 1936_37 to 1938=390 During 1952=53 and 1953-54, cortsumption was 104 
gallons per head, falling during 1954-55 to 101 gallons and inoreasing sl~ht1y to an 
estimated 102 gallons in 1955=560 



Tea 
Coffee 
Beer _ 

TAl3LE 49 : SUPPLIIS OF TEA. COFFEE, BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE FOR CONSDlIPTION t 

AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
1955-56 Commod! ty 1936-37 to 1946_47 to 1953-54 1954-55 (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 

6&9 605 6.8 6.0 5,,9 
00 6 100 1. 1 1. 1 103 

Actual in gallons ( 11. 7) (16 0 9) (2301) (24.3) (24.2) 
Estimated wto in lb. (b) 116.6 16902 23005 24206 241. , 

Wine - Actual in gallons (0.6) (103) (104) ( 1. 1) (1.2) 
Estimated wto in lb. (c) 60 4 1302 1403 

(al 
~~ 

Subjeot to revision& 
Estimated weight of a gallon of beer J 100 0 lb. 
Estimated weight of a gallon of Wine. 10.3 lb. 

1104 

40 DETAILED STATISTICAL DATA SHOWING ESTIMATED SUPPLIES AND UTILIZATION 
OF FOODSTUFFS, YEAR 1955c56 

120 1 

The data presented in the previous pages of this Bulletin for the year 
1955-56 are based upon the statistios in the following table, which show the supply 
position in Australia for each item inoluded in the fourteen groups oovered, and pro­
vide a detailed analysis of distribution, movement in stooks and the apparen't quantity 
oonsumed for the year ended June, 195'0 In cases where produotion is of a seasonal 
nature, eogo tomatoes, oitrus and other fresh fruit and vegetables, inoluding potatoes, 
it is not possible to relate produotion and distribution strictly to fisoal or oalendar 
years o It has been neoessary, therefore, to apply details appropriate to the seasonal 
period oovered by the years speoified. 

With the exoeption of fluid Whole milk, beer and wine, particulars of whioh 
are shown in gallons, all other commodities are reoorded in units of tons of 2,240 lb. 
In those cases where this unit is not appropriate, the consumption per head has been 
expressed in terms of oommon usage (eogo fresh milk is shown in gallons as a footnote 
to the table). 

The data included in the following table, in respect of the year 1955-56 
are generally subject to revision o 
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