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MAIN FEATURES 

Care should be taken in the interpretation of month-to-month movements in these estimates. 
Survey estimates are subject to sampling and non-sampling variability as explained in para­ 
graphs 13 to 17. 

Following a decrease in seasonally adjusted unemployment between June and July, the number of 
unemployed persons changed little between July and August, standing at 602,200 persons with 
an unemployment rate of 8.3 per cent. While total seasonally adjusted employment also showed 
little change, the number of full-time employed males increased by 37,200. 

In original terms, there was also little change in unemployment between July and August, with 
571,200 unemployed persons representing an original unemployment rate of 7.9 per cent. Empl­ 
oyment in original terms fell by 28,500 persons, the decrease being in full-time employment. 
The number of persons not in the labour force increased by 41,800 (30,400 females). 

The seasonally adjusted participation rate moved only slightly to stand at 60.8 per cent in 
August. The original participation rate fell to 60.2 per cent from 60.5 per cent in July. 

In the twelve months since August 1984, employment has grown by 183,700 persons in original 
terms, of which 124,300 were full-time employed workers. Over the period, an additional 
107,100 females were employed. Unemployment fell by 33,400 persons. The unemployment rate 
dropped from 8.6 per cent in August 1984 to 7.9 per cent in August 1985 and the participation 
rate increased from 59.9 per cent to 60.2 per cent. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

INTRODUCTION 

(i) were available for work in the 

out pay in a family business or 
on a farm (i.e. unpaid family 
helpers); or 

6. Unemployed persons are those aged 
15 and over who were not employed during 
the survey week, and: 

(d) were employers or self-employed 
persons who had a job, business or 
farm, but were not at work. 

for full-time 
at any time in 
to the end of 

or would have 
except for tem­ 

(i.e. lasting 
four weeks to 
survey week);or 

actively looked 
part-time work 
four weeks up 

survey week and: 

survey week, 
been available 
porary illness 
for less than 
the end of the 

(a) had 
or 
the 
the 

(c) were employees who had a job but 
were not at work and were: on paid 
leave; on leave without pay for 
less than four weeks up to the end 
of the survey week; stood down 
without pay because of bad weather 
or plant breakdown at their place 
of employment for less than four 
weeks up to the end of the survey 
week; on strike or locked out; on 
workers' compensation and expected 
to be returning to their job; or 
receiving wages or salary while 
undertaking full-time study; or 

SCOPE 

This publication contains prelim­ 
inary estimates of the civilian labour 
force derived from the labour force sur­ 
vey part of the monthly population sur­ 
vey. Estimates for the current month are 
preliminary and subject to revision. 
Revised figures for the current month and 
more detailed estimates will be published 
in "The Labour Force, Australia" (6203.0) 

THE POPULATION SURVEY 

2. The population survey is based on 
a multi-stage area sample of private 
dwellings (about 33,000 houses, flats, 
etc.) and non-private dwellings (hotels, 
motels, etc.) and covers about two-thirds 
of one per cent of the population of 
Australia. The information is obtained 
from the occupants of selected dwellings 
by carefully chosen and specially trained 
interviewers. The interviews are 
generally conducted during the two weeks 
beginning on the Monday between the 6th 
and 12th of each month. Because of oper­ 
ational problems arising from the Christ­ 
mas and New Year holidays, interviews 
for the December 1984 survey commenced 
on Monday 3 December, and for the January 
1985 survey, on Monday 14 January. The 
information obtained relates to the week 
before the interview (i.e. the survey 
week). 

DEFINITIONS 

(a) worked for one hour or more for 
pay, profit, commission or payment 
in kind in a job or business, or 
on a farm (including employees, 
employers and self-employed 
persons); or 

3. The labour force survey includes 
all persons aged 15 and over except: 
members of the permanent defence forces; 
certain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments, customarily excluded from 
census and estimated populations; over­ 
seas residents in Australia; and members 
of non-Australian defence forces (and 
their dependents) stationed in Australia. 

4. The labour force category to which 
a person is assigned depends on the 
actual activity undertaken during the 
survey week (i.e. whether working, look­ 
ing for work, etc.). The following def- 
initions, which conform closely to 
the international standard definitions 
specified by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), relate only to those 
persons within the scope of the survey. 

(ii) were waiting to start a new 
job within four weeks from the 
end of the survey week and 
would have started in the 
survey week if the job had 
been available then; 

7. Unemployed persons looking for 
their first full-time job are those who 
had never worked full time for two weeks 
or mo re. 

10. The labour force participation 
rate for any group is the labour force 
expressed as a percentage of the civilian 
population aged 15 and over in the same 
group. 

or (b) were waiting to be called back to 
a full-time or part-time job from 
which they had been stood down 
without pay for less than four 
weeks up to the end of the survey 
week (including the whole of the 
survey week) for reasons other 
than bad weather or plant break­ 
down. 

9. The labour force comprises all 
persons who, during the survey week, were 
employed or unemployed, as defined above. 

8. The unemployment rate for any 
group is the number unemployed expressed 
as a percentage of the labour force in 
the same group. 

persons comprise all 
and over who, during the 

for 15 hours or more with- (b) worked 

5. Employed 
those aged 15 
survey week: 



11. Full-time workers are those who 
usually worked 35 hours or more a week 
and others who, although usually part­ 
time workers, worked 35 hours or more 
during the survey week. Part-time workers 
are those who usually worked less than 35 
hours a week and who did so during the 
survey week. When recording hours of work 
fractions of an hour are disregarded. 

12. Persons not in the labour force 
are those who, during the survey week, 
were not in the categories "employed" 
or "unemployed". 

RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES 

13. Two types of error are possible in 
an estimate based on a sample survey: 
sampling error and non-sampling error. 
The sampling error is a measure of the 
variability that occurs by chance because 
a sample, rather than the entire popula­ 
tion, is surveyed. One measure of the 
likely difference resulting from not 
including all dwellings in the survey is 
given by the standard error. There are 
about two chances in three that a sample 
estimate will differ by less than one 
standard error from the figure that 
would have been obtained if all dwellings 
had been included in the survey, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the 
difference will be less than two standard 
errors. 

14. Standard errors of estimates for 
the latest month and of estimates of 
movements since the previous month are 
shown in the tables. Standard errors of 
other estimates and other movements may 
be determined by using information in the 
Technical note in "The Labour Force, 
Australia" (6203.0), 

15, Very small estimates are not pub­ 
lished but are indicated with a '*' 
because they are subject to high 
relative standard errors. Although 
figures for these small components can in 
some cases be derived by subtraction, 
they should not be regarded as reliable. 

16, Examples of the calculation and 
use of standard errors are given below: 

(a) The estimate of 324,500 unemployed 
males looking for full-time work 
in August 1985 has a standard 
error of about 6,400, Therefore 
there are about two chances in 
three that the number that would 
have been produced if all dwell­ 
ings had been included in the 
survey will be within the range 
318,100 to 330,900 and about nine­ 
teen chances in twenty that the 
number will be within the range 
311,700 to 337,300. 

(b) The estimate of movement in the 
number of unemployed males looking 
for full-time work from July 1985 
to August 1985 is an increase of 
200. The standard error of this 
monthly movement is about 5,000, 
Therefore, there are about two 
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chances in three that if all 
dwellings had been included in the 
surveys the movement would have 
been within the range -4,800 to 
+5,200 and about nineteen chances 
in twenty that it would have 
been within the range -9,800 to 
+10,200. 

17, The imprecision due to sampling 
variability, which is measured by the 
standard error, should not be confused 
with inaccuracies that may occur because 
of imperfections in reporting by respond­ 
ents, errors made in collection such as 
in recording and coding of data, and 
errors made in processing the data, In­ 
accuracies of this kind are referred to 
as the non-sampling error, and they may 
occur in any enumeration, whether it be a 
full count or a sample. Every effort is 
made to reduce the non-sampling error to 
a minimum by careful design of question­ 
naires, intensive training and super­ 
vision of interviewers and efficient 
operating procedures. 

SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 

18, Seasonally adjusted series are 
published in Tables 2 and 5, As happens 
with all seasonally adjusted series, the 
seasonal factors are reviewed annually to 
take account of each additional year's 
original data. The latest review, in 
February 1985, revis�d the monthly series 
back to February 1978. Information about 
the method of adjustment and revised 
seasonally adjusted figures for all 
months since February 1978 were published 
in an appendix to "The Labour Force, 
Australia, February 1985" (6203.0), 

19, In 1974 and 1975 the seasonal 
pattern of the unemployment series chang­ 
ed significantly after the rapid rise in 
unemployment which occurred at that time, 
However, the further large increase in 
unemployment in 1982 and 1983 does not 
appear to have been accompanied by a 
similar change in the seasonal pattern, 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

20, Users may also wish to refer to 
"The Labour Force, Australia" (6203.0). 
This publication contains a detailed list 
of related publications which are avail­ 
able on request, 

.SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES 

* subject to sampling variability too 
high for most practical uses, See 
the Technical note in 6203.0 for 
more de tails 

not applicable 

21. Figures have been rounded and dis­ 
crepancies may occur between sums of the 
component items and totals, 

A,R, BAGNALL 
Acting Australian Statistician 



TABLE 1, LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 AND OVER 

Unemployed ---------------------------------- 
Loolti ng for 
full-time work ------------------ 

Aged Looking Civilian 
Employed 15-19 for popula- -------------------- looking part- Not in tion Unemp- Partici- Full-time for time Labour labour aged 15 loyment pat ion Month workers Total f1 rat job Total work Total force force and over rate rate 

·ooo - per cent - 
KALES 

1984 - 
July 3,807.7 4,064.5 27 .o 339.9 17. 9 357. 8 4,422.3 1,375.9 5,798.2 8. l 76.3 August 3,767.3 4,012.4 30. 3 359.0 22.5 381. 5 4,393.9 1,411.5 5,805.4 8. 7 75.7 September 3,804.2 4,059.1 29. 2 349.l 27. 7 37 6. 8 4,435.8 1,376.5 5,812.3 8 .5 76.3 October 3,798.8 4,051.0 26. 4 326.l 25.0 351. 2 4,402.2 I, 417. 9 5,820.l 8.0 75.6 November 3,800.9 4,056.0 29. 0 321. 4 19. 7 341.1 4,397.2 1,430.3 5,827.5 7. 8 75.5 December 3,845.6 4,087.5 44.6 345.3 29 .8 37 5. l 4,462.6 1,372.3 5,834.9 8.4 76.5 

1985 - 
January 3,797.7 4,028.4 49. 4 376. 2 28.6 404. 9 4,433.3 1,409.l 5,842.4 9. I 75.9 February 3,829.6 4,072.5 42. 7 369 .o 21.3 390. 4 4,462.9 1,386.6 5,849.5 8. 7 76.3 Har ch 3,831.6 4,080.8 36.3 362. 7 27. 0 389. 7 4,470.5 1,386.2 5,856.6 8.7 76.3 
April 3,796.7 4,059.0 27. 3 336. l 23. 6 359.7 4,418.7 1,445.1 5,863.8 8. I 75. 4 
Kay 3,827.6 4,083.8 25 .4 331. 4 30.4 361.8 4,445.6 I, 425. 7 5,871.3 8 .1 75.7 
June 3,821.3 4,078.0 28.l 341. 9 23. 2 365.l 4, 44 3 .1 1,435.6 5,878.7 8. 2 75.6 
July 3,843.3 4,095.6 26. 4 324.3 19.5 343.8 4,439.4 1,448.3 5,887.7 7. 7 75.4 August 3,836.0 4,089.0 27. 0 324.5 23. 7 348. l 4, 437. I 1,459.7 5,896.9 7. 8 75.2 

Standard error of - 
August 1985 
estimates 15.2 15. 5 2.2 6 .4 2 .1 6. 5 15. 9 11.0 0 .1 0.3 

July 85 to Aug 85 
movements 12. 6 12. 9 2.0 5.0 l.9 5. l 13. 3 8. 7 0.1 0.2 

PEKALES 

1984 - 
July I, 561. 2 2,461.6 28. 1 175.3 62.5 237.8 2,699.5 3,281.9 5,981.3 8 .8 45.l 
August 1 , 54 7. 5 2,449.9 25.9 165. l 57.9 223. l 2,673.0 3,315.5 5,988.5 8. 3 44.6 September 1,578.7 2,513.8 26. 2 168. 9 7 5. 6 244.5 2,758.4 3,237.4 5,995.7 8. 9 46.0 
October 1,565.8 2,493.6 22.3 163.6 64. 1 227. 7 2,721.2 3,281.9 6,003.2 8 .4 45. 3 November 1,581.9 2,510.0 27. 5 166.9 63.3 230.2 2,740.2 3,270.4 6,010.7 8. 4 45.6 
December 1,624.l 2,536.l 38. l 181. 8 70.2 252.1 2,788.l 3,230.0 6,018.2 9.0 46. 3 

1985 - 
January I, 604. 7 2,409.0 40.0 196.4 56. 3 252.7 2,661.7 3,364.0 6,025.7 9. 5 44.2 
February 1,606.0 2,503.7 35 .1 207 .4 75.8 283.2 2,787.0 3,246.2 6,033.2 10. 2 46.2 
Har ch 1,620.3 2,553.7 27.3 193. 7 88.3 282. 0 2,835.7 3,205.0 6,040.7 9 .9 46. 9 
April 1,583.3 2,505.8 23. 9 174.6 79. 9 2 54. 5 2,760.3 3,288.1 6,048.4 9. 2 45.6 
Kay 1,599.2 2,548.5 23. 9 17 2. 2 73. 6 245.8 2,794.4 3,261.8 6,056.l 8.8 46.1 
June 1,600.5 2,553.8 26.4 170. l 71. 5 241. 6 2,795.5 3,268.4 6,063.9 8.6 46.1 
July 1,628.8 2,579.0 20.3 15 2. 4 69. 5 221.9 2,800.9 3,272.4 6,073.3 7. 9 46.1 August 1,603.l 2,557.0 18.8 162. 4 60.7 223.0 2,780.l 3,302.8 6,082.8 8.0 45.7 

Standard error of - 
August 1985 
estimates 11. 4 13. 3 l. 9 4.8 3. 2 5. 5 13. 7 14. 5 0.2 0.2 

July 85 to Aug 85 
movement a 9. l 10.8 1.8 3.8 2.8 4.3 11. 2 11. 9 0.2 0.2 

PERSONS 

1984 - 
July 5,368.9 6,526.l 55. l 515. 2 80.4 595.7 7,121.8 4,657.8 11,779.5 8.4 60.5 August 5,314.8 6,462.3 56.2 524.2 80.5 604.6 7,066.9 4,727 .o 11,793.9 8.6 59.9 September 5,382.9 6,572.9 55. 4 518. l 103.3 621. 3 7,194.2 4,613.8 11,808.0 8. 6 60.9 October 5,364.6 6,544.6 48.7 489.7 89.l 578.8 7,123.4 4,699.8 11,823.2 8 .1 60.2 November 5,382.8 6,566.0 56.5 488.3 83.0 571 .3 7,137.4 4,700.8 11,838.2 8.0 60. 3 December 5,469.7 6,623.6 82. 7 527 .1 100.0 627. l 7,250.7 4,602.4 11,853.l 8. 6 61. 2 

1985 - 
January 5,402.4 6,437 .4 89. 4 5 72. 6 84. 9 657 .6 7,095.0 4,773.l 11,868.0 9. 3 59.8 February 5,435.7 6,576.3 77.8 576.4 9 7. 2 673.6 7,249.9 4,632.8 ll,882.7 9.3 61.0 March 5,451.9 6,634.5 63. 6 556.4 115 .3 671. 7 7,306.2 4,591.l 11,897.3 9. 2 61. 4 
April 5,380.0 6,564.8 51. I 510.7 103. 5 614. 2 7,179.0 4,733.2 11,912.2 8. 6 60.3 
May 5,426.8 6,632.3 49.4 503.6 104.0 607.7 7,239 .9 4,687.4 11,927.4 8 .4 60.7 June 5,421.7 6,631.9 54. 5 512.0 94.7 606.7 7,238.6 4,704.0 11,942.6 8 .4 60.6 
July 5,472.1 6,674.5 46. 7 476.7 89.0 565.7 7,240.2 4,720,7 11,961.0 7.8 60. 5 August 5,439.l 6,646.0 4 5. 8 486. 8 84.3 571. 2 7,217.2 4,762.5 11,979.7 7. 9 60.2 

Standard error of - August 1985 
estimates 16, 9 18. 0 2. 8 7. 4 3. 7 7. 9 18. 5 16. 3 0 .1 0.2 July 85 to Aug 85 
movements 14. 3 15.4 2.4 5.8 3. I 6. 2 15. 9 13.6 0.1 0.1 



TABLE 2. CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCE: SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES 

Unemployed --------------------------------------------- Looking for 
full-time work ---------------------- Employed Aged 15-19 Looking ------------------------- looking for Une11.p- Partici- Full-time for part-time Labour loyment pa·tio·n Month worker a Total first job Total work Total force rate ra-t.e 

'000 - per cent - 
MALES 

1984 - 
July 3,799.4 4,060.6 37. 7 356,8 18, 7 37 4. 7 4,435,3 8. 4 76 .• 5 
August 3,801,9 4,042.6 40.6 367.8 25, l 392. 9 4,435,5 8,9 76 • .4 September 3,790,2 4,043,6 35, 1 352,1 26. 7 378, 8 4,422.4 8, 6 76,1 
October 3,797,5 4,042.2 31. 8 344.6 26, 5 371.1 4,413,3 8.4 7'5, 8 
November 3,813,2 4,061.4 34,0 341, 7 23. 9 365,6 4,427,0 8, 3 76.0 
December 3,810.7 4,054.4 27.0 337, 8 23,9 361, 7 4,416,1 8, 2 75,7 

1985 - January 3,814,5 4,061.0 30,7 337.4 25,9 363,3 4,424,3 8. 2 75,7 
February 3,818,7 4,078.0 30,5 332,0 22.0 354 .o 4,432,0 8.0 75 ,8 Karch 3,821.1 4,069,1 35, 4 354.0 24 ,8 378,8 4,447,8 8.5 75 ,9 
April 3,803,1 4,057,3 32,4 343.8 24 .8 368.5 4,425.9 8,3 75,5 
May 3,833,1 4,083.7 31.5 337. 5 29, 5 367,0 4,450.7 8,2 75.8 
June 3,825.9 4,079.9 40,4 359, 2 24,4 383, 6 4,463,5 8,6 75,9 
July 3,834.6 4,091.1 36, 7 340,1 20, 4 360,5 4,451.5 8, l 7"5,6 
August 3,871,8 4,120,2 36, 1 331,8 26,4 358, 2 4,478.4 8,0 7"5.9 

FEMALES 
1984 - 

July 1,560.3 2,456,4 35, 1 189,3 66. 6 255, 9 2,712,3 9.4 45,3 
August 1,569,1 2,457,5 33 .9 17 7, 3 66.5 243,8 2,701,3 9.0 4-.5, l 
September 1,559,4 2,486.9 32.7 178,5 70.3 248. 8 2,735,7 9 .1 45.6 
October 1,568.5 2 ,477 .9 30.6 182, 3 61. 2 243.5 2,721.4 8 .9 45.3 November 1,580.9 2,480.8 36, 4 18 5, 2 70.l 255,3 2, 7 36 .1 9,3 4,5, 5 
December 1,594,9 2,498.5 25,3 17 2, 6 73.5 246,1 2,744.6 9.0 45,6 

1985 - 
January 1,607,0 2,509.0 27. 4 180, l 70.3 250.4 2,759.4 9. 1 45 .8 February 1,613,7 2,536.7 26. 3 181. 2 67. 4 248,6 2,785.3 8.9 46.2 
March 1, 619. 2 2,525.0 24. 6 17 8. 8 74.9 253. 6 2,778,7 9, l 46 .o April i , 588, 3 2,507.4 24. 8 169, 9 74.2 244.1 2,751.5 8 .9 45 .5 
May 1,602.3 2,545.6 26. 3 170, 5 70.7 241. 2 2,786.8 8.7 46 ,0 
June 1,611.3 2,557.9 30. 4 17 2. 5 72, 6 245.1 2,803.0 8, 7 46.2 
July i , 62 7. 3 2,573.5 25.4 164 .4 73,9 238.3 2,811.8 8.5 46.3 
August 1,625,5 2,564.7 24.7 17 4. 2 69, 8 244.0 2,808.7 8, 7 46 ,2 

PERSONS 
1984 - 

July 5,359,7 6,517.0 72.8 545. 3 85. 3 630.6 7,147.6 8. 8 60, 7 August 5,371.0 6,500.1 74.5 545.l 91. 6 636. 7 7,136,8 8. 9 60,5 
September 5,349.6 6,530.5 6 7. 8 530.6 97.0 627,6 7,158,1 8. 8 60.6 
October 5,366.0 6,520.1 62.4 526,9 87,7 614. 6 7,134.7 8. 6 60. 3 November 5,394,1 6,542,2 70,4 526. 9 94. 0 620,9 7,163,1 8. 7 60,5 
December 5,405.6 6,552,9 52. 3 510.4 97.4 607 .8 7,160.7 8, 5 60.4 

1985 - 
January 5,421.5 6,570.0 58 .1 517. 5 96.2 613. 7 7,183.7 8. 5 60, 5 February 5,432.4 6,614,6 56. 8 513. l 89.5 602.6 7,217.2 8. 3 60. 7 March 5,440,3 6,594.1 60.0 532,8 99.6 632. 4 7,226,5 8,8 60. 7 April 5,391.3 6,564,7 57.1 513,7 98,9 612.6 7,177.3 8, 5 60.3 May 5,435.3 6,629.3 5 7. 9 508.0 100,2 608,2 7,237,5 8, 4 60,7 
June 5,437 .3 6,637.9 70,8 531, 7 97.0 628,6 7,266,5 8. 7 60,8 
July 5,461.9 6,664.6 62, 1 504.5 94. 3 598, 8 7,263,3 8, 2 60. 7 August 5,497.3 6,684.9 60.8 506.0 96,2 602,2 7,287, l 8, 3 60,8 



TABLE 3, LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 AND OVER, 
STATES AND TERRITORIES, AUGUST 1985 

State or 
Territory 

Em.ployed 
Full-time 

work.era Total 

Unemployed 

Looking Looking 
for full- for part- 
tim.e work. time work Total 

Labour 
force 

Not in 
labour 

force 

Civilian 
popula­ 

tion 
aged 15 

and over 

Unemp­ 
loyment 

rate 

Partici­ 
pation 

rate 

'000 - per cent - 

MALES 

New South Wales 1,313,3 1, 39 7. 7 130. 5 7, 2 137.7 1,535,4 516, 8 2,052,2 9.0 74 .8 
Victoria 1,027,8 1,094.8 60. 1 5, 9 66 .o 1, 160, 7 38 7, 6 1,548.3 5. 7 75, 0 
Queensland 605,5 650. 4 58, 3 4,3 62,6 712, 9 231.6 944, 5 8.8 7 5, 5 
South Australia 324, l 345.7 31.4 1.9 33,4 379, 0 138, 9 517,9 8,8 73.2 
Western Australia 358, 1 381, 3 29, 9 2, 7 32,5 413. 8 117. 7 531,5 7, 9 77 ,9 
Tasmania 106,7 112, 3 10.5 11.0 123,3 40,9 164, 3 8,9 7 5, l 
Northern Territory 39, 2 40.6 1.8 2,0 42.6 8, 9 51. 5 4. 7 82.8 
Australian Capital 

Territory 61. 3 66 ,3 2, l 3, l 69,3 17,5 86, 8 · 4 .4 79 ,8 

Australia 3,836,0 4,089,0 324,5 23,7 348. 1 4,437,1 1, 459. 7 5,896,9 7,8 7 5, 2 

FEMALES 

New South Wales 570.4 869 ,8 59 .9 20,5 80,4 950, 2 1,175,7 2,125,9 8. 5 44,7 
Victoria 440.0 690,9 35, 0 16, 2 51. 2 742,2 871, l 1,613,3 6, 9 46, 0 
Queensland 237,6 395, 1 29.6 10, 8 40,5 435,5 527. 6 963.2 9, 3 45,2 
South Australia 128,0 222 ,8 15, 9 4, 7 20,6 243. 4 298, 1 541. 5 8, 5 45, 0 
Western Australia 135, l 236 .o 14. 9 5, 3 20,2 256, 2 27 4. 2 530, 4 7, 9 48, 3 
Tasmania 39, 2 64,9 4,1 1, 7 5,8 70.7 98, 9 169, 6 8, l 41. 7 
Northern Territory 17, 6 23,8 1.9 2. 5 26, 3 20,0 46,2 9. 6 56 ,8 
Australian Capital 
Territory 35, 2 53. 7 1.9 55,6 37.3 92, 9 3, 4 59.8 

Australia 1,603,1 2,557,0 162, 4 60.7 223 .o 2,780,1 3,302,8 6,082,8 8.0 45,7 

PERSONS 

New South Wales 1,883.7 2,267.6 190, 3 27.7 218, 0 2,485.6 1,692.4 4,178.0 8 .8 59. 5 
Victoria 1,467,8 1,785,7 95, l 22, l 117, 2 1,902,9 1,258,7 3,161.6 6,2 60. 2 
Queensland 84 3, 2 1,045.4 87, 9 15, l 103.0 1, 148. 4 759,2 1,907,6 9.0 60.2 
South Australia 4 52, 1 568, 4 4 7. 3 6. 7 54.0 622.4 436. 9 1,059.3 8.7 58, 8 
Western Australia 493,2 617, 2 44 ,8 7 .9 52,8 670.0 391. 9 1, 061, 9 7. 9 63, 1 
Tasmania 145.9 17 7. 3 14, 6 2,2 16, 7 194. 0 139, 8 333,9 8,6 58,1 
Northern Territory 56. 7 64.4 3,7 4, 5 68,9 28 .8 97.7 6 .6 70.5 
Australian Capital 
Territory 96 ,5 120,0 3, 2 1.8 4 .9 124. 9 54 .8 179, 7 3 .9 69, 5 

Australia 5,439,1 6,646,0 486,8 84 ,3 571. 2 7,217,2 4,762,5 11,979.7 7, 9 60,2 



TABLE 4. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS, AUSTRALIA 

Nuaber looking for full-time vorlt Unemployment rate --------------------------------------- Number --------------�-------------------------- Aged 15-19 looking Looking for Look! ng ------------------- for full-time work for 
Looking part- ----------------------- part- 

for Aged 20 time Aged Aged 20 time Month firat job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and Total work Total 
'000 per cent 

KALES 

1984 - 
July 27.0 6 7. 9 272,0 339. 9 17, 9 357. 8 21. 7 7. l 8, 2 6,5 8 .1 August 30.3 72,6 286. 4 359. 0 22,5 381, 5 2 3. 6 7, 5 8. 7 6. 4 8.7 September 29. 2 69.1 280 .o 349, 1 27. 7 37 6. 8 22, 8 7, 3 8. 4 9, 8 8,5 October 26 .4 65, 3 260.8 326. 1 25,0 351. 2 22. 8 6, 8 7. 9 9,0 8.0 November 29 .o 65.6 255.8 321. 4 19. 7 34 i , 1 22,5 6, 7 7, 8 7,2 7. 8 December 44. 6 84.5 260,8 345,3 29.8 37 5. 1 25. l 6,8 8. 2 l l.O 8.4 

1985 - 
January 49. 4 96,6 27 9. 6 376,2 28. 6 404.9 27.8 7. 3 9.0 lLO 9, l February 42.7 84,5 284.5 369.0 21. 3 390.4 25, 5 7. 4 8. 8 8. l 8,7 March 36.3 77. 7 285. 0 362.7 27.0 389. 7 24. 2 7. 4 8, 6 9, 8 8.7 
April 27,3 64. 7 271.4 336. l 23.6 359.7 20,8 7, l 8, l 8, 3 8, 1 
Kay 25. 4 59. 7 271. 7 331.4 30.4 361, 8 19 .1 7. l 8.0 10. 6 8, l 
June 28.l 64.1 27 7. 8 341. 9 23.2 365. 1 20.6 7. 2 8. 2 8,3 8,2 
July 26,4 65 .4 258.9 324.3 19, 5 343, 8 21. 8 6. 7 7.8 7. 2 7. 7 August 27.0 61.2 263.3 324.5 23,7 348, 1 20.6 6 ,8 7. 8 8. 6 7.8 

Standard error of - August 1985 
estimates 2. 2 3, 2 5, 9 6, 4 2. 1 6, 5 1.1 0.2 0.2 0.8 0.1 

July 85 to Aug 85 
movement a 2.0 2. 7 4 ,6 5.0 1. 9 5 .1 0.9 0, l 0. l 0. 7 0.1 

FEMALES 

1984 - 
July 28, 1 5 7. 6 117. 7 17 5, 3 62,5 237, 8 23, 6 7.9 10 .1 6, 5 8.8 August 2 5, 9 56. 8 108. 4 16 5. l 5 7. 9 223, l 2 3. 6 7.4 9. 6 6,0 8,3 September 26.2 53, 8 115. 1 168. 9 75.6 244 ,5 2 2. 4 7, 6 9. 7 7. 5 8,9 
October 22.3 48.5 115.2 163, 6 64, 1 227, 7 21.0 7. 7 9,5 6, 5 8. 4 November 27,5 5 7. 3 109.6 16 6. 9 63,3 230,2 24. 2 7.3 9, 5 6. 4 8. 4 December 38, 1 70.1 111. 7 181.8 70,2 252,1 26,9 7. 2 10, l 7. 2 9,0 

1985 - 
January 40.0 73.9 122. 5 196. 4 56 ,3 252. 7 27. 1 8.0 10. 9 6, 5 9, 5 February 3 5. 1 72, l 135. 3 207,4 7 5. 8 283 ,2 26.9 8, 8 11.4 7. 8 10.2 March 27.3 62.8 130.9 193. 7 88.3 282 .o 24.2 8. 4 10.7 8.6 9 ,9 
April 2 3, 9 52, 8 121.8 17 4. 6 79. 9 254, 5 21. 7 8,0 9. 9 8.0 9 .2 
Kay 23, 9 52,5 119 .8 172. 2 73.6 245 .8 21.4 7, 8 9.7 7. 2 8 ,8 
June 26,4 53.2 116. 9 170, l 71. 5 241.6 21.9 7, 7 9 ,6 7.0 8.6 
July 20.3 46.8 105. 6 152, 4 69,5 221.9 19. 7 6. 8 8. 6 6 ,8 7.9 August 18.8 46.7 115. 7 162. 4 60. 7 223.0 19, 9 7.6 9. 2 6.0 8.0 

Standard error of - August 1985 
estimates 1. 9 2.8 4.2 4 ,8 3,2 5, 5 l.2 0.3 0,3 0.3 0.2 July 85 to Aug 85 
movements l.8 2 .4 3, 4 3 .8 2 .8 4, 3 1.0 0,2 0.2 0.3 0.2 

PERSONS 

1984 - 
July 55, 1 125, 5 389. 7 515. 2 80.4 595.7 22,5 7, 3 8,8 6, 5 8.4 August 56,2 129. 4 394.7 524. 2 80.5 604. 6 23. 6 7. 5 9,0 6. 6 8,6 September 55. 4 122, 9 39 5, 2 518. 1 103.3 621. 3 22,6 7. 4 8 .8 8.0 8 ,6 October 48. 7 113.7 376,0 489. 7 89.1 5 78. 8 22.0 7.0 8. 4 7.0 8. 1 November 56 .-5 122,9 365.4 488.3 83.0 5 71. 3 23. 3 6.8 8. 3 6.6 8,0 December 82.7 154.6 372,5 527, 1 100.0 627, 1 25. 9 6 ,9 8 ,8 8.0 8 ,6 

1985 - 
January 89. 4 17 0. 5 402,2 572,6 84. 9 657. 6 27, 5 7. 5 9. 6 7. 6 9. 3 February 77.8 156.6 419. 9 5 76. 4 97.2 6 73. 6 26. 2 7. 8 9. 6 7, 9 9.3 March 63 ,6 140.5 415. 9 556.4 115. 3 671. 7 24.2 7. 7 9.3 8, 9 9 ,2 
April 51.1 117. 5 393, 2 510.7 103,5 614,2 21. 2 7. 4 8. 7 8,0 8. 6 
Kay 49. 4 112.2 391. 4 503 ,6 104.0 607.7 20,1 7. 3 8, 5 7. 9 8. 4 June 54.5 117. 3 394. 7 512. 0 94. 7 606.7 21.2 7.3 8, 6 7, 3 8 .4 
July 46, 7 112. 3 364.5 476.7 89. 0 565.7 20, 9 6. 7 8.0 6.9 7 .8 August 45.8 107. 9 378.9 486. 8 84, 3 571. 2 20,3 7,0 8,2 6, 5 7.9 

Standard error of - August 1985 
estimates 2,8 4, l 6, 7 7.4 3. 7 7. 9 0.8 0,1 0 .1 0.3 0 .1 July 85 to Aug 85 
movements 2. 4 3 .4 5, 3 5.8 3. 1 6, 2 0.6 0, 1 0 .1 0,2 0 .1 



TABLE 5. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES 

Number looking for full-time work Unemployment rate --------------------------------------- Number - --------.-------------------------- Aged 15-19 looking Looking for Looking ------------------- for full-time work for 
Looking part- ----------------------- part- 

for Aged 20 time Aged Aged 20 time 
Month first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and Total work Total 

·ooo per cent 

MALES 

1984 - 
July 37.7 7 6. 4 27 9. 6 356.0 18. 7 37 4. 7 23.7 7. 3 8. 6 6. 7 8.4 
August 40.6 82.7 285.l 367.8 25. l 392.9 2 5. 2 7. 4 8.8 9. 4 8.9 September 3 5. l 7 5. l 277.0 352. l 26.7 3 7 8. 8 2 3. 9 7. 2 8. 5 9. 5 8.6 October 31.8 73.4 271. 2 344.6 26. 5 371. l 24.0 7. l 8 .3 9. 8 8 .4 November 34.0 72.4 269.3 34 l. 7 23.9 365.6 23. l 7.0 8. 2 8.8 8.3 December 27.0 6 5. 4 272.4 337. 8 23.9 361, 7 21. 2 7. l 8. l 8,9 8,2 

1985 - 
January 30,7 72 .o 26 5. 4 337. 4 25. 9 363.3 22. 8 6. 9 8, l 9. 5 8. 2 February 30. 5 69.6 262.4 332.0 22, 0 354,0 2 2, 6 6, 8 8.0 7. 8 8.0 March 3 5. 4 79. 4 27 4. 6 354,0 24,8 37 8, 8 25. 2 7. l 8. 5 9. 1 8.5 
April 32. 4 72 .9 270. 9 343 ,8 24.8 368.5 23. l 7.1 8. 3 8, 9 8 .3 
May 31. 5 64.6 272.9 3 37. 5 29, 5 36 7. 0 20, 7 7.1 8. l 10.5 8.2 
June 40.4 72 .9 286,3 359.2 24. 4 383. 6 22, 7 7, 4 8 .6 8. 8 8,6 
July 36.7 7 3. 7 266. 4 340.l 20.4 360. 5 23. 9 6, 9 8, l 7.4 8.1 August 36.l 69.6 262. 2 331,8 26.4 358. 2 22 .o 6, 7 7. 9 9 .6 8.o 

FEMALES 

1984 - 
July 35, l 64.5 124. 8 18 9, 3 66.6 255.9 25,6 8.3 10. 8 6, 9 9,4 
August 33. 9 62.5 114. 8 17 7. 3 66.5 243. 8 24,9 7. 7 10.2 7. 0 9.0 September 32. 7 61. 3 117. 2 17 8. 5 70.3 248,8 24.5 7. 9 10.3 7.0 9, l 
October 30,6 58.l 124.2 182,3 61. 2 243.5 23, 7 8.3 10.4 6 .3 8, 9 
November 36. 4 66.5 118, 7 185. 2 70. l 255.3 26,5 7.8 10.5 7 ,2 9.3 December 2 5, 3 5 7, 7 114. 9 172.6 73.5 246,l 23.8 7. 5 9. 8 7. 5 9.0 

1985 - 
January 27.4 58. 6 12 i , 5 180. l 70.0 250.4 23. 6 7.9 10 .1 7, 2 9, l February 26.3 60,6 120.6 181, 2 67. 4 248, 6 23. 9 7. 8 10.1 6. 8 8,9 
Karch 24. 6 59.3 119. 5 17 8, 8 74.9 253,6 23. 2 7, 7 9. 9 7. 6 9, l 
April 24. 8 52. 8 117. l 169, 9 74.2 244,l 21. 8 7. 7 9. 7 7. 5 8.9 
May 26.3 54.4 116. l 17 0, 5 70.7 241. 2 22. 2 7. 6 9.6 7. 0 8.7 
June 30.4 56. 9 115. 6 17 2, 5 72. 6 245.l 22,8 7. 5 9. 7 7. l 8.7 
July 2 5. 4 52. 4 112. l 164, 4 73.9 238. 3 21. 4 7. 2 9. 2 7.2 8, 5 August 24. 7 51. 5 122,7 17 4. 2 69.8 244.0 21. 0 7, 9 9. 7 6. 9 8.7 

PERSONS 

1984 - 
July 72,8 140.9 404,4 545.3 85. 3 630.6 24.6 7,6 9. 2 6.9 8,8 August 74.5 145.2 399. 9 545.l 91. 6 636, 7 25, l 7, 5 9.2 7. 5 8 .9 
Septeaber 67.8 136.4 394. 2 530.6 97.0 627.6 24.2 7, 4 9.0 7. 6 8.8 
October 62. 4 13 i . 5 39 5. 4 5 26, 9 87.7 614.6 23,9 7. 4 8. 9 7, l 8. 6 November 70.4 138.9 388. 0 5 26, 9 94, 0 620.9 24.6 7. 2 8.9 7.6 8. 7 December 52. 3 123.l 38 7. 3 510,4 97,4 607.8 22,4 7, 2 8.6 7. 8 8. 5 

1985 - 
January 58, l 130.6 386. 9 517, 5 96.2 613, 7 23. l 7,2 8. 7 7. 7 8,5 February 56. 8 130,l 383.0 513, l 89.5 602.6 23, 2 7 .1 8, 6 7, 0 8. 3 
March 60.0 138. 7 394. l 532, 8 99,6 632 .4 24.3 7 .3 8.9 7. 9 8, 8 
April 5 7, l 125.7 388.0 513. 7 9 8. 9 612, 6 22. 6 7, 3 8.7 7.8 8.5 
May 57.9 119. 0 389.0 508,0 100.2 608.2 21. 4 7. 2 8,5 7, 7 8.4 
June 70.8 129.8 401. 9 531. 7 97.0 628.6 22. 8 7.4 8.9 7. 5 8.7 
July 62 .1 126 .1 378.4 504.5 94.3 598.8 22, 8 7.0 8, 5 7, 3 8,2 
August 60.8 121. l 384,9 506.0 96.2 602.2 21.6 7 .1 8.4 7.5 8,3 



TABLE 6. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS, STATES AND TERRITORIES 

Number looking for full-time work Unemployment rate --------------------------------------- Number ----------------------------------------- Aged 15-19 looking Looking for Looking ------------------- for full-time work for 
Looking part- ----------------------- part- 

State or for Aged 20 time Aged Aged 20 time 
Territory first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and over Total work Total 

'000 per cent 

NEW SOUTH WALES - 
1984 - August 15. 9 42.0 149, 8 191. 8 27.6 219. 4 23. 7 8.0 9. 3 6. 6 8. 9 
1985 - July 16.0 38, 8 140.0 17 8. 8 28, 7 2 07. 5 2 2, 3 7. 3 8.6 7.1 8,3 

August 15, 6 3 7. 2 153,2 19 0, 3 27. 7 218, 0 21. l 8, l 9. 2 6. 7 8, 8 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates l. 8 2. 6 4, 6 5.0 2, 3 5. 2 l. 5 0. 2 0.2 0.5 0,2 
July 1985 to 

Aug 1985 movements l. 5 2, l 3. 6 3, 9 l. 9 4. 1 l. 2 0.2 0,2 0.5 0,2 

VICTORIA - 
1984 - August 16. 3 30,1 78, 3 108.4 21.6 129, 9 22.6 5. 6 7.1 6, 7 7.0 
19 85 - July 11. l 23,3 7 5, 0 98.3 23, 9 122.2 17, 8 5, 2 6,3 6. 7 6 ,4 

August 12.8 24,2 70.9 95. 1 2 2, l 117, 2 18, 7 4. 9 6 .1 6, 5 6.2 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 1.6 2. 1 3, 3 3 .6 2, 0 3. 9 i , 6 0,2 0.2 0, 6 0.2 
July 19 85 to 

Aug 1985 movements l. 4 l. 7 2, 6 2.8 l. 7 3, 1 l. 3 0,2 0,2 0.5 0,2 

QUEENSLAND - 
1984 - August 8. 6 24,0 70, 7 94.6 13, 8 108. 4 23,5 8. 6 10.2 7 • '• 9, 7 
1985 - July 8, 6 22. 7 66 .8 89.5 16, 8 106.3 23.5 8.0 9 .6 7, 9 9.3 

August 6, 3 19, 0 68. 9 8 7. 9 15, l 103,0 20.0 8, 2 9, 4 7, 0 9.0 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 1.0 1.6 2.7 2, 9 1.4 3, l i , 7 0,3 0.3 0. 7 0.3 
July 1985 to 

Aug 19 85 movements 1.0 1.4 2. 1 2,3 l. 3 2. 5 l. 5 0,3 0,3 0.6 0.2 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA - 
19 84 - August 8, 6 15, 9 36.2 52.1 6, 5 58.7 29,0 8,2 10, 5 5, 5 9.5 
1985 - July 5. 7 12, 2 33, l 45,3 6.5 51. 8 23,5 7. 3 9,0 5, l 8,2 

August 5, 7 11. 2 36. 2 47.3 6, 7 54 .o 22, 5 8.0 9.5 5, 4 8,7 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 0,7 1.0 i , 5 i , 7 0.8 1.8 l. 9 0,3 0.3 0.6 0,3 
July 1985 to 

Aug 1985 movements 0.6 0.8 1.2 i , 3 0.6 1.4 l. 5 0.3 0,3 0.5 0,2 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA - 
1984 - August 4. 3 11. 5 40. 7 52,2 5, 6 57. 8 2 i , 1 8.5 9.8 4 .8 8,9 
1985 - July 3, 5 10, 0 33.6 43,6 7.8 51.4 18, 2 6, 9 8, 1 6.0 7. 7 

August 2, 6 11. 0 33, 8 44 .8 7. 9 52, 8 20, 1 7. 0 8,3 6.0 7. 9 Standard error of - 
August 1985 estimates 0.5 i , 0 1.6 i , 7 0,9 1.8 1.8 0,3 0, 3 0, 7 0.3 
July 1985 to 

Aug 1985 movements 0.5 0,8 l. 2 1.3 0.7 1.4 l. 4 0.2 0, 2 0.5 0,2 

TASMANIA - 
19 84 - August 2, 2 4. 9 13.5 18. 5 2. 6 21. l 28 •. 4 9, 8 11. 9 8. 2 11. 2 
1985 - July l. 5 3. 6 10. 7 14 .2 2, 4 16, 6 19. 9 7. 4 8,8 7. 0 8.5 August 2, 2 3.4 11.1 14 .6 2. 2 16. 7 20.3 7, 7 9. l 6, 5 8.6 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 0.4 0.4 0.7 0,8 0.4 0,8 2. 6 0.5 0. 5 i , l 0,4 July 1985 to 
Aug 1985 movements 0.3 0,4 0, 5 0,6 0,3 0.6 2,0 0.4 0, 4 0.9 o. 3 

NORTHERN TERRITORY - 
1984 - August 3. 4 3. 7 4, 4 7, 5 7. 6 7, 6 
1985 - July 3.0 3, 3 4, 5 5, 4 5. 5 6.8 August 2.6 3. 7 4. 5 4 ,6 6 .1 6.6 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.5 0 .3 0. 6 6. 9 0.8 0,9 3. 5 0.9 
July 1985 to 

Aug 19 85 movements 0.2 0,3 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 6.0 0.8 0, 8 4. 6 0.8 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY - 
1984 - August 2,2 2. 9 2.0 4. 9 2. 4 3 .1 8. 2 4, 1 
1985 - July l. 3 2. 3 3. 7 l. 7 5. 4 19, 7 2. 4 3. 6 7, 4 4.3 August 2.3 3, 2 1.8 4, 9 2. 5 3. 2 7, 0 3,9 
Standard error of - 

August 1985 estimates 0.2 0.3 0,4 0.4 0, 4 0,5 5. 0 0.4 0.4 i , 4 0.4 
July 1985 to 

Aug 1985 movements 0. 2 0,3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0,4 4. 1 0,4 0. 4 l. 3 0.4 




