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PART V.—LAW, CRIME, ETC.

Transterof ~ 384. The system whereby persons acquiring possession of land, either

Statute. by transfer, inheritance, or other means, may receive a title thereto
direct from the Crown, was first introduced into Victoria in the year
1862, and continues in force to the present period.

Lands under 385. All lands e,hena,ted from the Crown since the introduction of
the system have come at once under its provisions ; and lands alienated
prior to its inauguration can be brought under them, provided a clear
title be produced, or a title containing only a slight imperfection. In
the latter case the title is given subject to such imperfection, which is
noted on the deed. | |

Assurance 386. The assurance and indemnity fund established under the Transfer

fund. of Land Statute to secure the Government against possible losses is
formed chiefly by the payment of an. amount equal to one halfpenny
in the pound of the value of all lands which become subject to its
operation. The balance to the credit of this fund at the end of 1878
was £52,160, of which £27,480 had been invested in Government stock.

"~ Three claims upon the fund have been substantiated since its first
- formation, and £718 Os. 4d. has been paid to claimants.
Teansactions 887. The following is a statement of the transactions which took

Statute, place under the Transfer of Land Statute in 1877 and 1878. A
1278.“ decrease will be observed in most of the items ; in 1878 the number of
applications to bring land under the Statute was less by 200, and the

value ofland included in applications was less by a fourth, than in 1877 :—
TRANSFER OF LAND STATUTE, 1877 anp 1878,

: ‘ 1877. 1878.
Applications to bring land under the Act = ... number 1,275 ... 1,075
Extent of land included «es  QCTES 85,956 ... 31,686
Value of land included cee ees I A | 299 030 ... 986,133
Certificates of title issued ... .- ... number _ 10, 894 ... 10,347
Transfers, mortgages, leases, releases, surrenders &c. o, 15,319 ... 17,661
Registering proprletors » 495 63
Other transactions™ .. % 14,920 ... 17,012
Forms sold .. . ” - 415 ... 347
Fees received £ 25,784 ... 25,573

Proportion of 388. The total quantity of land under the Transfer of Land Statute

the Statute. at the end of 1878 was 7,229,376 acres, the declared value of which, at
the time it was placed under the Act, was £17,808,231. The land
granted and sold up to the end of 1878 was 11,458,634 acres. It there-
fore follows that at that period 63 per cent. of the alienated land in the
colony was subject to the provisions of this Statute.

Irapsactions 389, The transactions in Equity during 1877 and 1878 were as follow.

in Equity. ] . :
The business was not heavy in either year.

* Not including copies of documents supplied.
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TRANSACTIONS IN EQUITY, 1877 aAnDp 1878.

1877 1878.

Suits by bill ... ... number 83 ... 84
Petitions filed ... . . 6 4
Commissions issued. ... oo 2 11 ves 11
 Decrees issued Cese » 42 .. ol
Orders issued ... ... ” 149 166
Reports issued s 92 30
Writs of injunction issued vee 2 6 8
Conveyances settled by Master ... » = — 1
Leases settled by Master ’ — 1
Recognizances entered into s 4 1
Rolls filed e 51 32

oo » ..

'390. The probates and letters of administration issued in 1878 were Probates and
fewer by upwards of a seventh than those in 1877, and the value of zla,?itrt::nsls(»)tfra
property bequeathed was less by about an eighth. The average value thon.
of each estate i in 1877 was £2,104, and in 1878 £2, 177 :—

PROBATES AND LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION, 1877 AND 1878.

Probates. Letters of Administration.*| Both.
Year. IR TN
| Number. Pro%eggrivorn Number. Pro%fgzrslvom Number. Proll)leggrslvom
1877  ...| 840 | 2,804,856 789 | . 517,174 1,579 | 3,322,030
1878 ... | 762 2,393,659 579 525,556 1,341 | 2,919,215
Increase e 8,382 e e
Decrease 78 411,197 160 e - 238 402,815

391. During the fourteen years ended with 1878 the value of the V;rlgsegy
property respecting which probates and letters of administration were bequeathed.
issued amounted to nearly twenty-four millions sterling (£23,905,636).

- 892. According to the present law 1 duties are levied in Victoria on Scale of
the net value of real and personal estates of deceased persons within the Buties.
colony upon the following scale ; half duty only being paid by widows,
children, or grandchildren, on estates of a value not exceeding
£20 000 :—

ScALE oF DuTrEs oN ESTATES oF DECEASED PERSONS.
Estates of less than  £1,000 in value
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% Including those granted te the Curator of Intestate Estates.
t The Acts relating to Estates of Deceased Persons are 84 Yict. No. 388 85 Vict. No. 403, 36 Vict.

No. 427, and 39 Vict. No. 523,

K
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393. The amounts realized by the State from duties on estates of de-
ceased persons fluctuate greatly. During the eight years ended with
1878 they were as follow :— . |

DuTIES oN EsraTes oF DECEASED APERSONS,' 1871 To 1878.

1871 ... eee 17,069
1872  we. e . e wee 37,643
1873 -« ... vo e 39026
1874 .. .. e 67,998
1875 ... v e 50,057
1876 ... e e e w. 33,638
1877 e eee e .. 82,201
1878 ... Ceee . e . 45470

394. The following busmess was done under the head of Divorce and
Matrimonial Causes in 1877 and 1878. It will be observed that the
petitions in 1878 were much fewer than in the previous year; that no
decree for judicial separation took place in 1877, and but one in 1878 ;
and that the decrees for dlssolutlon of marriage decl éased from 11 in
1877 to 8 in 1878 :— |

D1vorcE AND‘,»MATRIMQNIAL, 1877 anp 1878.

| | . 1877.  1878.

- Petitions for dissolution of marriage ... ... humber 27 ... 17
’ judicial separation cee . 13 . 5
_ ’ alimony ... ’ 14 11
Decrees dismissing petitions ... ’ — 1

,  for dissolution of marnage cre o eme 9 11 8 .

»»  for judicial separation... = ... Ceee s — 1
’ for alimony ... cee T es ven gy 1 7

Divoreces in
seventeen
years,

Fees in

Equity, &ec.

Collections
in Lunacy.

Insolvencies.

895. Since the Act 25 Vict. No. 125, which first conferred upon the
Supreme Court of Victoria jurisdiction in matters matrimonial, came
into operation in 1861, 120 decrees of dissolution of marriage and 34
decrees of judicial separation have been granted.

396. The fees in Equity amounted in the aggregate to £936 in 1877,
and to £1,047 in 1878; those on Probates amounted to £1,203 in 1877,
and to £1,134 in 1878; those in Dlvorce amounted to .£213 in 1877,
and to £144 in 1878.

397. The moneys collected in the department of the Master-in-
Lunacy increased from £9,695 in 1877 to £14,350 in 1878.

'398. A greater number of insolvencies with in the aggregate larger
liabilities took place in 1878 than in any other year since 1872. The
deficiency, as shown by the insolvents’ schedules, was greater than in
1877, 1875, or 1873, but was less than in the other two years of the
quinquenniad. The following are the figures of the last two years.
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' ~ As shown by the Insolvents’ Sch’edules; ’
Year. , owber | - - |
of Insolvencies. Liabilities. ~ Assets. Deficiency.
) | £ | £ £
1877 715 462,651 272,720 189,931
1878 - ves 781 . 677,364 - 408,677 268,687
Increase 66 214,713 135,957 78,756

399. The deficiency, as shown by the insolvents’ schedules, amounted Deficiency of
in 1876 to 49 per cent., in 1877 to 41 per cent., but in 1878 only to 39
per cent. of the liabilities. |

400. In the fifteen years ended with 18/8 the number of insolvents Tnsolvencies
who filed their schedules was 13,060; their declared liabilities amounted years.
to £8,406,523, and the declared deficiency to £4,635,425. The
liabilities were thus in the proportion of £648 to each insolvent, and the
deficiency was in the proportion of 55 per cent. to the liabilities.

401. According to Kemp’s Mercantile Gazette, the failures which Ifsoé;egr;:geg
occurred in England and Wales during the eight years ended with and United
1877, and according to the statistics of Messrs. Dun, Barlow, and Co.,
the failures which occurred in the United States during the same eight
y ﬁallrs,' numbered as follow. The information given is the latest avail-
able :—

- FAILURES IN ENGLAND AND THE. UNITED STATES.

Number of Failures in— Number ovaa‘ilures in—
Year. - England and The Year.” England and The
Wales. United States. " Wales. - United States.
1870 8,151 3,551 1875 9,194 7,740
1871 8,164 2,915 1876 10,848 9,092
1872 8,112 4,069 1877 11,247 8,822
1873 9,064 5,183 _
187 4 9,250 | 5,830 Total ... 74,030 - 47,202

402. The 1ntestate estates respecting which administration was Inteatale
granted to the Curator in 1877 numbered 191; those in 1878 num-
bered 256. The estimated value of such estates amounted to £33,644
in the former, and to £36,987 in the latter year.* The sums received
by the Curator on these estates and on others remaining from former
years were £49,393 in 1877, and £38,020 in 1878. In the eleven years
ended with 1878 the number of intestate estates dealt with was 2,501,
and their estimated value £363,779. The amount received by the
Cura.tor in respect to these estates during the eleven years was £337‘ 74'7

* These numbers and va.lues are mcluded in those gnen in the table followmg para«raph 390 ante‘ .
K 2
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408. The numberof offencesreported to thepolice or magistrates during
1877 and 1878 is given in the following table. Those offences being
distinguished :—1. In respect to which persons were brought before
magistrates on summons, but were never in custody. 2. In respect
3. In respect to which no
person had been arrested or brought before magistrates® up to the end
of the month of March of the year following that in which the offence
was reported. A decrease will be observed under each head, the total
number of offences being 8 per cent. less in 1878 than in 1877 :—

OrrENCES, 1877 AnD 1878.

Offences in respect to which — 1877. 1878.- Decrease.
1. Persons were brought before magistrates 19,312 19,198 114
‘on summons
2. s> apprehended by the police 26,532 25,544 988
3. The offenders were still at large ¢ 5,351 4,892 459
Total number of offences . 51,195 49,634 1,561

404, More thar a third of the total number of offences in 1878 and
1877 consisted of those in respect to which persons were brought before
magistrates on summons but were not taken into custody. These do
not demand lengthened consideration, as they consist chiefly of breaches
of the Local Government Aect or of municipal bye-laws, offences against
Masters and Servants or Wines and Spirits Statutes, &e., and must
obviously be of a lighter character than those for which arrests are

The following are the particulars given respectmg those which
were dealt with in 1877 and 1878 :—

OFFENCES DEALT WITH BY SUMMONS,f 1877 anp 1878.

—_— 1877. 1878. -| Increase. | Decrease.
Oﬁ'énces against the person ... we | 2,540 | 2,631 91
»  property ves 673 652 21
Other offences ... e | 16,099 (15,915 | ... 184
Total ... | 19,312 | 19,198 114§
Cases dismissed by magistrates ... e | 7,616 | 7,184 432
Offender summarily convicted or held to bail | 11,696 {12,014 318

* Tt does not follow that in the remaining instances the eoffender escaped altogether. He may ‘have
been a1resdted after the date at which the returns were made up, or, on other charges, even prior to
that perio

f It should be pointed out that the offiences for which arrests are and are not made are not
strictly comparable. They are reckoned in the former case according to the individual arrests effected,
in the latter according to the offences reported, although in the perpetration of many of these more than
one person may have been concerned.

§ This table does not embrace cases in which the offender was sentenced to imprisonment or was
committed for trial. Although he might in the first instance have appeared before the magistrates on
sammons, such disposal would place him in custody of the police and he would be mcluded in sub-
sequent fables, : § Net figures.
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405. Very full details are given of the offences which gave occasion Charges.
counted as
for the apprehensions made by the police ; but, in making up the returns, persons:
a person arrested more than once during the year, or arrested at one
time on several charges, is counted as a separate individual in respect
to each arrest or charge,* and this, except where the contrary is stated,
must be borne in mind by those consulting the following paragraphs
and tables..

406. The persons who were taken in charge by the Victorian police Arrests,1868,
1873, and
in 1878, and in the first year of each: of the two previous quinquenniads, 187.

were as follow:—

PERSONST ARRESTED, 1868, 1873 AND 1878.1

-— 1868. 18783. 1878.
Taken into custody cee e | 24384 | 24,959 25,544
- Discharged by magistrates... 8,154 7,262 7,448
. Summarily convicted or held to ba.ll 15,329 16,968 17, 438
Committed for trial 901 729 658

407. It will be observed that more arrests were made at the last period AS:;?rhon
than at either of the others. . In proportion to the number of persons % popula-
in the colony, however, arrests were far more numerous at the first
period than they were at the second or last. The estimated average
population in 1868 was 671,222 ; in 1873, 780,362 ; and in 1878,
869,040. The arrests were. therefore in the proportion of 1 to every
28 persons living at the first period, and of 1 to every 31 persons
living at the second period, and of 1 to every 34 persons living at the
third period. | » ~

408. The persons summarily convicted, held to bail, or commltted Proportion
for trial, were, to the whole number arrested, in the proportion of 67 charge ws

per cent. at the ﬁ1 st period, and of 71 per cent. at the second and third sustained.
periods.

409. The dlmmutlon in the number of serious offences is shown by Diminution
the decreasing number of commitments for trial at each successive oftonces.”
period. These were in the proportion of 1 -to every 27 arrests at the
first period, of 1 to every 34 arrests at the middle period, and of 1 to
every 39 arrests at the third period.

* An attempt has been made to show the distinct individuals arrested in one year. See paragraphs
428 to 432 post.

+ See last paragraph.

1 A statement showing, during a series of years, the numbers taken into custody, the numbers
committed for trial, and the numbers convicted after commitment, will- be- found im the Statistical
Summary of Victoria (first folding sheet) ante.
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- 410, ‘The sexés of the persons- arre‘stéd, and of such of them as
were discharged by magistrates, were summarily dealt with, or were |
sent for trial, were as follow at the same three periods :—

- MaLes AND FemArEs* ARRESTED, 1868, 1873, AND 1878.

< 1868. 1873. 1878, |

B Males. |Females.| Males. Females.| Males. | Females.

Taken into _cu'sto.dyl . 119,564 | 4,820 19,9_11 5,048 19,7 14  5,813('),

Dischargﬂed by maglstrates. 6,549- 1,605 5;724 ..1,538 ~ 5»,'62-34 1,764
Summarily convmted or held to | 12,190 3.,139 18,530 | 3,438 | 13,442 | 3,996
Committed for trial . ' s25 | 76| es7| 72| ss8| 70

411 The ma,les and f'ema,les summarily convicted, held to bail, or
committed for trial, were to the whole numbers of the same sexes
arrested in the proportions respectively of 661 per cent, and 663 per cent.
in 1868; of 711 per cent. and 69 per cent. in 1873 and of 71 per cent.
and 70 per cent. in 1878. |

412. The next table shows the relative proportions of males and
females arrested, and of those of them who were discharged, summarily
dealt with, or committed for trial at the same three periods. Tt will be

- observed that the proportion of females to males in all the groups was much

greater at the last period than at either of the former periods ; but that
at neither period was it anything' like equal to the proportion that
females bore to males in the total population. At the first period

- the females in the colony were in the proportion of 81 and at the

second and third periods of 84 to every 100 males :—

MALES AND FEMALES.—RELATIVE PROPORTIONS ARRESTED,
| 1868 1873, axp 1878. |

Number of Females to 100 Maleé,
' 1868. 1873, 1878. -

s . B . . q
- Taken into custody ... 2464 25-35 99+ 57
Discharged by magistrates 2451 26-87 31-03
Summarily convicted or held to bail ... 2575 2541 99-73
Committed for trial... 9-91 10-96 11:90

) B

413. A condensed statement of the offences for which arrests were
made in the same three years, together with the numbers arrested for
each oﬁ'ence, will be found in the followmg table.

* See paragraph 405 ante.
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CAuses oF ARrEsT, 1868, 1873, AND 1878,

Offence. 1868. 1873. . 1878
Murder and attempt at murder 31 25 21
Manslaughter ... 22 20 15
Shooting at cr wounding ‘with intent to do 51 55 73
bodily harm i
Assaults . we| 1,394 1,408 | 1,636
Rape and indecent assaults on females vee | 72 74 54
Unnatural offence, and assaults with intent to | 18 19 | 2
commit ’ !
Other offences against the person ... 95 108 | 114
Robbery with violence, burglary, &c. 271 187 187
Horse, sheep, and cattle stealing, &c. 213 155 * 178
Other offences against property - ... .. 4025 | 3435 | 38,622
Forgery and offences against the currency ... 95 99 | 122
Drunkenness 9,743 11,195 11,825
Other offences against good order 6,191 5,955 5,978
Offences relating to carrying out laws 546 593 | 308
Smuggling and other offences aga.mst the 85 73 | 68
revenue _
Offences against public welfare e} 1,532 1,558 1,346
Total ... ... .| 24,384 24,959 | 95,544

414. Arrests for murder and attempt at murder, for manslaughter, %ﬁ?ﬁiﬁd
for sexual offences, for offences relating to carrying out laws, for
smuggling, and for offences against public welfare, were less numerous
at the last period than at either the second or the first. Apprehensions
for shooting at with intent to do bodily harm, for assaults, for miscel-
laneous offences against the person, for forgery and offences against the
currency, and for drunkenness, were more numerous at the last period
than at either of the other periods.

. Sexual offences were most rife at the middle period, as also offences at
were offences relating to carrying out laws and offences against public 321‘33?
welfare. At the same time, horse, sheep, and cattle stealing, and other
offences against property, and miscellaneous offences against good order,
were, according to the arrests made, less common than at either of the
other periods. |

416. Arrests for drunkenness in 1878 were much more numerous than pypren.
in 1868 and slightly more so than in 1873. This offence would appear "
to be increasing at a greater ratio than other offences, for in 1868 one
in every 2-60, in 1873 one in every 2:22, and in 1878 one 1n every 2°16,
of the total number of arrests was for drunkenness. It is, however,
not quite certain that the offence increases to the extent shown by the
arrests. It is possible that as the more serious offences diminish and
consequently demand less attention, the police may find leisure to exercise
oreater vigilance in respect to ‘drunkards, and hence the large number

of apprehensions made.
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417. Making every allowance, however, drunkenness is quite common
enough to show that vigorous effort on the part of those who are
seeking to suppress or mitigate the evil is not uncalled for. It must be
remembered that arrests for this offence are very seldom made unléss
it is accompanied with disorderly conduet, but, notwithstanding this,
in the five years ended with 1878 they numbered 10,981, 11,541,
11,624, 12,447, and 11,825. In many cases, no doubt, the same indi-
vidual was arrested over and over again. Supposing, however, each
arrest represented a distinet individual, there was taken into custody for
drunkenness :— | |

In 1874, one person in every 73 living in Victoria.

) 1875, ) - ” 71 _ ” 19
” 1'8769 3] ’” 72 2 ”
» 1877, » 9 68 ”» ”»
s 1878, ) » 73 9 9

418, The ages of those taken into custody in 1878, and the degree of
instruction possessed by them, are shown in the following table :—
DEGREE OF INSTRUCTION AND AGE OF PERrsoNs* ARRESTED, 1878.

Supetio Read and Read only, Unable

Ages. Insthucll:ign. Write ;1(:11. oF %?ver?‘tle““d Ii%ead. ° Total.

‘ imperfectly. : ‘
Under 10 years 66 384 450
10 to 15 69 455 146 670
15 to 20 ,, 7 517 1,218 193 1,935
20 to 25 - 9 1,078 1,725 309 3,12t
25 to 30 ,, 27 857 1,590 314 - 2,788
30 to 40  ,, - 60 1,488 3,459 850 - 5,857
40 to 50 62 1,220 3,529 1,000 5,811
50 to 60 ,, 43 577 1,918 614 3,152
60 years and upwards 14 272 1,042 415 1,743
Unknown 4 12 1 17

Total 222 6,082 15,014 4,226 25,544

419. The returns of those under 15 years of age taken in charge by
the police embrace neglected and deserted children as well as criminals.
The whole number in 1878, according to the table, was 1,120, and of
these not one was possessed of superior instruction ; only 69, or about a
sixteenth, could read and write well ; and 530, or 47 per cent., were
unable to read. The number of children under 15 committed for trial
was 2. One of these could read only, and 1 was entirely unedueated.

420. Those over 15 years arrested numbered 24,424, and of these,
6,235, or a fourth (including those possessed of superior instruction),
could read and write well, and 3,696, or more than a seventh, could not
read. Those over 15 years of age committed for trial numbered 656,
of whom 175, or rather more than a fourth, could read and write well

* See paragraph 405 ante, also table following paragraph 428 post.
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or were possessed of superior instruction, and 81, or an eighth, were
unable to read. According to these figures, the persons charged with
offences serious enough to call for their commitment for trial were better
educated than the other arrested persons. Those arrested, whether
committed for trial or otherwise dealt with, were on the average not
nearly so well educated as the general population, for, at the last census,
all over 15 years of age, except about & seventh, were returned as being
able to read and write, and only a tenth were returned as entirely
illiterate.

421. The following table shows the birthplaces and religions of the Birtnplacss
persons taken into custody and of those committed for trial in 1878, also gions of
the ratio of those of each country and sect to the estimated numbers of * riminals.
_the same country and sect in the mean population, calculated, except
in the case of the Australian-born,* according to the proportions which
prevailed at the last census :—

BIRTHPLACES AND RELIGIONS OF PERSONS { ARRESTED' AND
CommirTED FOR TrIAL, 1878,

Persons Arrested. Persons Committed for Trial.
Birthplace and Religion. pex?i?(l)lgg tt;)l’? 1l::he perPlrg,I())(l))l(‘)uoofnthe
Number. estimated Number. estimated
Population.} Population.}
BIRTHPLACE. <
Victoria ... 4,861§ 10°37 164 3:50
Other Australian colonies ... 1,078 26-44 | 35 8'58
England and Wales 7,361 44°42 207 1249
Scotland ... 2,380 4372 - 50 9-19
Ireland ... 8,131 | 8387 116 1196
China ... 291 16°48 - 14 7°93
Other countries ... 1,442 | 72
Total ... 25,544 29-39 658 757
RELIGION. | |
Protestants o | 14,102 22:44 412 6-55
Roman Catholics ... .| 10,857 | 5239 205 9-89
Jews eoe | 68 15-69 7 1615
Pagans ... 295 1385 13 6°10
Others ... e | 222 21

422, It is always found that fewer Victorians are arrested, and fewer Relative
are committed for trial, in proportion to their numbers in the population, 2;‘2‘5”%’;&
than persons of any other nationality. This is no doubt mainly due to P

the fact of a very large proportion of children being embraced within

% See paragraph 48 ante.
. T See paragraph 405 ante, also table followmg paragraph 428 post.
-1 The estimated population of each birthplace and religion with which these calculations have been
made will be found in the tables following paragraphs 48 and 50 ante.
§ Including 71 Aborigines.
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their numbers. -The country which supplies the largest number of
arrested persons is generélly Ireland. In 1878, those arrested of this
nationality exceeded the English and Welsh arrested by 770, and this
although natives of England and Wales in the population outnumbered
the Irish by nearly 70,000. The offences with which the Irish were
charged could not, however, as a whole, have been of so serious a
nature as those in respect of which the English were arrested, as the
number of the former committed for trial was, in proportion to popula-
tion, smaller than that of the latter. It, however, exceeded the ratio

- of any other nationality. Proportionately to the numbers in the popu-

Relative
numbers of
each
religion.

Religions of
persons con«
victed and
senfenced.

lation, the Scotch arrested were slightly, and those committed for trial

were much, below the English, whilst the Chinese arrested and com-

mitted for trial were below persons of any nationality except Victorians.

Arrests and commitments of natives of other Australasian colonies were
the least numerous after those of Chinese and Victorians.

423. In proportion to their numbers in the community, the Roman
Catholics supplied more than twice as many arrested persons as the
Protestants, more than three times as many as the Jews, and more than
three and a half times as many as the Pagans. 1In view of a similar
proportion, fewer Protestants were committed for trial than were
members of any of the other sects distinguished, except Pagans. Seven
Jews were committed for trial during the year, which, as the numbers
of this sect in the population are but small, renders the proportion of
committals of Jews nearly twice as high as that of Roman Catholics,
and much more than twice as high as that of adherents to any other
sect. A statement of the offences which formed the grounds of arrest
of the members of the respective religious sects will be found in the
next table but one.

424, Tt is generally assumed that nearly every person sent to trial is
guilty of the offence for which he was committed, and although he may
subsequently be acquitted, the probability is that a conviction would
have been obtained if there had been sufficient evidenee. On the other
hand, it is maintained by some that manry of those discharged had been
unjustly apprehended; and should not be classed as criminals. If the
latter assumption be correct, it would appear by the following table—
which shows the number of the various religions committed for trial
and the number convicted during 1878, together with the percentage of
convictions obtained—that a greater proportion of Protestants were
unjustly committed than of Roman Catholics, that the latter were more
unjustly committed than Jews and Pagans, and that persons of other
beliefs than those named were the most wrongly accused of all.
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RELIGIONS OF PERSONs CONVICTED AND SENTENCED; 1878.

Convicted and Sentenced.
s Committed for
Religions. Trial, 1878. Percentage

Total Number. | ¢ committals.

Protestants e - 372 238 64°00

Roman Cathohcs - 181 127 70°17

Jews cer 7 5 71-43

Pagans ... . 13 10 76°92
Total ... 594% 1’889 . 6549

423. The following table shows the reho'lons of' ithe persons taken Causes of
‘ arrest and

into custody in connection with their offences. It will be observed religions,
that 13 Protestants and 8 Roman Catholics were arrested for murder
47 Protestants, 27 Roman Catholics, and 5
Pagans were arrested for manslaughter, shootin'g,‘ or serious ‘wounding ;
39 Protestants, 14 Roman Cathohcs, 2 Jews, and 1 Pagan were arrested
for sexual offences against females or males. About 6,500 Protestants
5,000 Roman Catholics, 11 Jews, but only 7 Pagans, were arrested for

No Jew was arrested during the year for murder, man-

and attempts at murder ;

drunkenness.
s]aughter or serlously Woundmg It will also be noticed that 21,000
out of the 25,000 arrests were for drunkenness and other offences
agamst good order, and for minor offences agamst property —_

CAUSES OF ARREST AND RELIGIONS, 1878.

Religions.‘
Offences. :_,é i} g y N .
E | & | 2 | & | 8 | &

Murder and attempts at murder 13 8 ee . 21
Manslaughter . 9 3 oo 3 15
Shooting at or Woundmg with 38 24 .e- 5 | 6 ng

intent to do bodily harm o |
Assaults .. s 817 74 6 23 16 | 1,636
‘Rape and ‘indecent assaults on | 37 14 | 2 1] .. 54

females
Unnatural offence, and assaults 2 . 2

with intent to commit | ._ \
Other offences against the person 77 321 . 5 114

* Exclusive of 64 who were awaiting trial at the end of the year.
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CAUSES OF ARREST, AND RELIGIONS; 1878—continued.

Religions,
Offences. | 4;3 P
3 oS .
3 &0 ‘B = o L
3 £ 3 g & & L2
- 23 S & S 3
Robbery with violence, burglary, 102 74 . -7 4 (. 187
&e. ,
Horse,sheep, and cattle stealing, 104 61 3 5 178
&ec. | |
Other offences against property | 2,075 | 1,404 | 19 104 20 | 3,622
Forgery and offences against 93 25 2 1 1 122
the currency " ~ |
Drunkenness ... 6,473 | 5,227 11 7 107 | 11,825
Other offences against good order 3,194 | 2615 | 20 111 38| 5 978
Offences relating to carrying | 180 118 | 2 6 | 2 308
out laws | o r
Smuggling and other offences 35 19| 4 9 1| 68
against the revenue . S : S
Offences against public welfare | 853 459 2 13 19 | 1,346
Total w. e .. |14,102 |10,857 | 68 | 205 | 222 |25544

Religions of 426. Arrests for drunkenness and other offences against good order
were in the proportion of 69 per cent. of the total arrests of Protestants,
of 72 per cent. of those of Roman Catholics, of 46 per cent. of those
of Jews, of 40 per cent. of those of Pagans, and of 65 per cent. of
those of persons of other beliefs. In the case of Protestants and
Roman Catholics the results are nearly identical with those in the
previous year.

ocoupations ~ 427. The next table shows the occupations of the males and females
32%:‘{2‘3“5 taken into custody in 1878. It will be observed that, of the males, more
laborers were arrested than persons of any other calling, also that
artisans and mechanics, sailors, tailors, bootmakers, &c., were fre-
quently arrested ; but that only 17 males were set down as belonging
to the criminal or pauper classes. Three arrests of clergymen will also
be noticed. Of females, nearly a third are contained in the criminal or
pauper group ; these were all public prostitutes. More than half the
arrested females were of no specified occupation. Of females returned
as following regular occupations more than three-fourths were do-
mestic servants, and the bulk of the remainder were dressmakers,

tailoresses, &e.
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OccuraTiONS OF MALES AND FEMALES ARRESTED, 1878.

Males.

Occupations. Females.
Local government officer cee cee 1 .
&thers ministering to government, defence, or protection 13
ergy ces 3 vee
Medical men, dentists, druggists, nurses 72 10
Lawyers, law-court officers ... 31 .o
Teachers, governesses, &c. ... 52 3
Architects, civil engineers, surveyors ... - 32
Actors, vocahsts musicians, &c. 39 4
A uthors, editors, reporters ... .ee 18
Artists, qculptors 3 .
Photographers 3
Merchants, shopkeepers, dealers 618 26
Bank official . Ceee T ess 1
Accountants, agents, brokers, collectors. vas 84
Commercial clerks ... . oo | 290
Others assisting in the exchange of money or goods 40 .
Hotel, boarding, eating house—keepers, servants 153 -5
Tailors, shoemakers, dressmakers, hatters, barbers, &ec. ... | 1,081 95
Domestic servants ... 254 663
Artisans, mechanies, contractors, &c. ... 2,618 10
Miners, &c | 959
Squatters, station Ia.borers, herdsmen, a.nd others engaged 339 .
about animals |
Farmers, gardeners, farm servants ... cee 871 6
Carriers, carters, cab, omnibus—owners, drivers, railway 514 .
oﬁiclals _
Ships’ officers, sailors, boatmen, stevedores, lumpers ... 1,558
Butchers, bakers,  greengrocers, millers, brewers, dairy- 634 8
men, and others dealing in food
Laborers, woodsplitters, bushmen cee 7,691
Rag and Dbottle gatherers, shoeblacks nightmen, Iamp— 100 1
hghters &e. -
Of independent means - - . 4
Criminal and pauper classes ... 17 1,858*
No occupation, unspecified } ... .. 1,621 3,141
Total ... .| 19,714 5,830

428. It has been already statedj: that, in ma.kmg up the tables, a Arrests ot
person arrested more than once during the year, or arrested at one time
on several charges, is counted as a separate individual in respect to each
arrest or charge. In the last two issues of the Victorian Year-Book a
table was given showing the actual number of individuals who passed into
the hands of the police during 1876 so far as the particulars could be
gathered from a comparison of the names, ages, birthplaces, religions,
localities, &c., appearing in the returns furnished by the police; also
the number of offences the arrested persons were respectively charged
with. The preparation of this table involved such an amount of time

* Prostitutes.
1 Including 822 male and 297 female chﬂdren
1 See paragraph 405 ante.

distinct
individuas.
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and labor as I did not feel justified in again causing to be devoted to
the construction of a similar table, more especially as the proportions
would probably not differ greatly from those for the year named. The
table for 1876, in which the results are given according to sex, age, and
birthplace, is therefore re-published. The offences for which arrests
were made during that year numbered 25,281, or 263 less than those
in 1878:—
Distinct INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED, 1876.

S é’; 0 Number of charges on which distinct individuals were
ZEZ| 28 arrested. '
Sex, Age, and o z @ EE =
Birthplace of S88| oz l N
Arrested Persons. 33%n| 853 =B
g8% | g5g | 1 2. |8 |4 |5 |6|789.10| 58
258 | A5E | ! k]
SEX. | |
Males ... ... 19,528 |14,948 |12,004 12,029 | 566 | 180 | 87 [31[24]10/4| 4 | 9
Females e | 5,753 | 3,846 | 2,898 | 539 | 201 | 82| 48 |35|14) 9;3| 5 | 12
Total . {25,281 118,794 {14,902 12,568 | 767 | 262 | 135 |66{38{19{ 7| 9 | 21
AGE. -
Under 10 years ... | 481 | 470 | 461 8 | vl 1| cor fea]eeonens] son | cen
10 to 15 ,, ... 704 629 572 45 9, 1 | I D ) PR PR P I IO
15 to 20 , ...|1,841 |1,404 | 1,140 | 178 | 46| 17 | 10 | 5| 5| 3l...| ... | ...
20 to 25 , .. |2,745 (2,079 |1,633 | 314 © 87|23 | 12 | 7| 1|.......] 1 | 1
25 to 30 , ...|2,827 {2,110 | 1,659 | 316 | 78| 28 | 16 | 3| 3| 8|...| .. | 4
30 to 40 ,, ...|6,265 {4,554 13,550 | 650 [ 203 | 69 | 37 |17|11] 6]1] 2 8
40 to 50 ,, ...|5,792 |4,219 |3,294 | 582 201 70 | 37 (15| 9] 2|2| 4 3
50 to 60 , ...|3,045 [2,182 {1,676 | 328 102| 38 | 12 (11| 6] 4/2|...| 3
60 years & upwards | 1,552 (1,120 | 892 | 145 | 41| 15 | 10| 7| 3| 1j2;{2 | 2
Unknown 29 27 25 O (O I TTRN [T A L O TR P
BIRTHPLACE. , |
Victoria ... | 4,105 | 3,293 2,776 | 361 | 91 | 31 | 17 | 8 4| 2|...| 1 2
Other Australasian | 1,069 774 608 | 111 | 26 | 12| 8 | 4[...] 2}...] «..| 3
colonies |
England and Wales | 7,492 | 5,675 | 4,569 | 737 [218 | 70 | 39 [13|17| 1|3| 4 | 4
Scotland .. 12,587 [1,822 | 1,381 | 286 | 91 | 28 | 15 | 8| 4| 3[...] 1| 5
Ireland... ... | 8,258 | 5,780 | 4,360 | 886 (301 |109 | 56 [32|11i11{4| 3 7
"China ... .. 343 290 245 38 6 T | oeee Jooloecloae|oas] soo| oee
Other counfries ... | 1,427 | 1,160 963 | 149 | 34 | 11 | ..o | 1} 2licifeeef coe| oo
; !

429. The charges on which individuals are arrested, as shown in the

charges are first column of the table, correspond in the majority of cases with the

multiplied

number of times they are arrested. Instances sometimes occur, how-
ever, of an individual being arrested at the same time on two charges,
less frequently on three, and occasionally, but not often, on four or even
more. In such cases, the individual, although arrested only once, would

*Two males and 1 female were arrested on 12, 1 male and 1 female on 13, 1 female on 14, 1 female on
16, and 1 female on 17 charges during the year. :
th1 Including 60 Aborigines, of whom 46 were arrestedonl, 7 on 2, 4 on 3, and 3 on 4 charges during
e year .
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be the occasion of as many entries being made in the tables of arrested
persons as he had offences laid to his charge.

430. It appears that the tendency of females to become arrested over Sexes of
and over again, or at any rate on a variety of charges, is greater than rested more
that of males, for, Whereas the arrested persons respecting whom
partlculars are given in the table were distinct individuals in as
many as 77 per cent. of the cases of arrests of males, they were so in
only 67 per cent. of the cases of arrests of females ; also, whilst only 1
male in every 5 males arrested was charged with more than one

offence, the proportion of the other sex was 1 to every 4.

431. The persons arrested more than once, or on more than one Agesof those
charge, dmmg 1876 amounted to only 6 per cent. of those under 15 ;r;::t:l(lian
years of age, to 20 per cent. of those between 15 and 25 and of those *°°*
over 60 years of age, and to ‘)2 per cent. of those between 25 and 60
years of age. R

432. Sixteen per cent. of the Victorians arrested during 1876 were Countries of
taken into custody more than once or on more than one charge, as' rested more
also were 22 per cent. of the natives of other Australasian colonies, 19 rham onee.
per cent. of the English, 24 per cent. of the Scotch, 25 per cent. of the

Irish, and 15 per cent. of the Chinese.
433. The results of the summary disposal of cases by magistrates in Resutsof

‘ , summary
the year 1878 were as follow :— disposal.

STMMARY DISPOSAL BY MAGISTRATES OF ARRESTED PERsons, 1878.

Sentence. : Males. Females.

Imprlsonment for 2 years ... 14

’ .1 year and under 2 vea,rs eee | 1834} 26

’ 6 months and under 1 year ... 231 145
’ 5 months ... e 1 3

’ 4 months ... N 18 | 10

s 3 months ... cee 804 333

’ 2 months and under 3 months oee 230 84

’s 1 month and under 2 months 810 394

5 15 days and under 1 month ... 19 6

s 8 days and under 15 days ... 471 219

e 7 days and under ... 3 835 1,488

Fined = .. 5,895 836
Ordered to ﬁnd ball T e ees vee | 284 63

Sent to industrial school or reforma,toxy | e 355 - 226

Otherwise dealt with e v eee .| 338 | = 168

Total sentenced 13,439 3,996

Discharged ... cer. wee e | 5,684 | 1,764

Total summarily disposed of ... 19,123 5,760

Escaped whilst on remand 3
Total arrested Ceee  exe - wee | 19,1260 | 5,760
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434. Of the persons sentenced by magistrates during 1878, 44 per
cent. of the males, and 21 per cent. of the females, were fined ; 32 per

cent. of the former, and 43 per cent. of the latter, were imprisoned for

various terms under a month, and 16 and 24 per cent., respectively, for
periods varying from 1 to 12 months ; but little more than 1 per cent. of
the males, and less than 1 per cent. of the females, were sentenced to
more than 1 year’s imprisonment ; the balance, or 7 per cent. of the
males, and 11 per cent. of the females, were otherwise disposed of.

435. Corporal punishment to males only may be ordered by magis-
trates for certain offences. In such cases the offender may be sentenced
to be whipped once, twice, or thrice, at the discretion of the bench.
Two offenders were so sentenced in 1878, in addition to terms of im-
prisonment. Of these, 1 was ordered to be whipped once, and 1 twice.
The man sentenced to one whipping was to receive 25 lashes, and the
other was to receive 40 lashes on each occasion. In both instances
the offence was indecent exposure. One of the offenders was between
30 and 40 years of age, and the other was between 40 and 50.

436. The results of the commitments for trial at the three periods
already referred to were as follow :— |

ResurLts oF ComMITMENTS ¥OR TRIAL, 1868, 1873, AND 1878.

—_— 1868. 1873. 1878.
Number for trial ... 901 729 764%
Convicted and sentenced... 543 476 458
Acquitted ... oos . . 282 201 178
Not prosecuted 76 52 64
Awaiting trial ... 64

437. Of those committed for trial in 1868 and 1873 respectively, 825
and 677 were eventually tried. Including 106 remaining for trial from
the previous year, 636 were tried in 1878, At the first period 66 per
cent., at the second period 70 per cent., and at the third period 72
per cent. of the trials resulted in convictions.

438. The following are the sentences of the prisoners tried and con-
victed in the year under review.

% Including 106 remaining for trial from the previous year. In 1868 and 1873 the returns were not
made up until the result of the commitments for trial was known, so that none were shown as
remaining for trial at the beginning of the year or awaiting trial at its close.
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SENTENCES OF PERsons Triep axp Coxvicrep, 1878.

Sentence. | Males. Females.
‘ 5 . 1
Death ... vio | ave wes ves oo vee sne 3 1
Hard labor on roads or public works for 15 years... 1*
” . 10 years and under 15 years 2 -
"y o 7 years and under 10 years | 4
” ’ ., 4 years and under 7 years 79
- Imprisonment for 2 years and under 4 years 134 15
”» 1 year and under 2 years ces 108 6
” 6 months and under 1 year .. ... 52 8
’ 1 month and under 6 months ... oo | 21 9
’ under 1 month ... 5 5
Fined v wev eer e e e e e 2t
Awaiting the pleasure of the Crown ver eee eee 1 .
To find bail to appear when called upon ... ... .. 2
Total tried and convicted ... 414 44

439. Of persons convicted in superior courts, nearly four-fifths of the Lengtn of

males were sentenced to terms of imprisonment of one year or upwards,
and more than half to over 2 years ; but scarcely a fifth were sentenced
for periods less than one year. Of the females, half were sentenced to
over one, and half to under one year’s imprisonment. No female was
sentenced to be imprisoned for a longer period than 4 years, whereas
sentences of males extended to 15 years.

sentences in
superior
courts.

440. In addition to the terms of imprisonment named in the foregoing wnipping

table, several of the persons sentenced were ordered to be kept in solitary
confinement for certain periods, and fifteen were ordered to be whipped.
Rape or indecent assaults on females were the crimes of niné of these, for
seven of whom three whippings were prescribed, and for two one whipping
~was ordered. Of the former, one was to receive 25 lashes, one 20, four
15, and one 12 lashes on each occasion ; of the latter, one was to receive 25
and the other 20 lashes. Unnatural offence was the crime of two ; the

. ® This individual was sentenced to wear irons during the first three years of his sentence,

t Besides these, one of whom was fined £20, and the other a small amount, three were fined in addition
to terms of imprisonment, viz., one £500, besides hard labor for 4 years, one £50, in addition to 2 years’
imprisonment, and one £30 and imprisonment for under a month, _

L

- ordered by

superior
courts.
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number of whippings to be administered in both cases being 3 of 12 lashes
each. Robbery under arms was the crime of the remaining four offenders,
one of whom was sentenced to 3 whippings of 12 lashes on each occasion,
two to 1 whipping of 20 lashes, and one to 1 whipping of 12 lashes.
Judges of the Supreme Court and Courts of General Sessions can
sentence males to receive corporal punishment under Act 27 Viet. No.
233 for unnatural offences, attempts to choke in order to commit an
offence, for robbery under arms, and in the case of youths under sixteen
for several other offences ; also, under Act 35 Vict. No. 399, for attempts
to commit rape, or for rape itself where sentence of death is commuted.
The greatest number of whippings an individual can be sentenced to
receive for one offence is 3, and the greatest number of lashes at
each whipping is 50. -

441. Although the offences for which whipping is ordered by courts
of petty sessions are only light as compared with those for which it is
generally ordered by superior courts, and the power magistrates possess
to order corporal punishment is comparatively seldom exercised, yet the
experience of the last two years goes to show that, on the occasions of
their exercising it, the punishment they prescribe is, in the majority of
cases, more severe than that ordered by the higher courts. -

442, The number of individuals sentenced to corporal punishment
in 1874 was 11, viz., 6 by magistrates and 5 by superior courts; the

number in 1875 was 5, viz., 2 by magistrates and 3 by superior courts ;

the number in 1876 was 11, viz., 1 by magistrates and 10 by superior
courts ; the number in 1877 was 11, viz.,, 6 by magistrates and 6 by
superior courts ; the number in 1878 was 17, viz., 2 by magistrates and
15 by superior courts. The total number of whippings directed to be
administered in the five years was 112, of which 21 were ordered by
magistrates and 91 by superior courts. The number of persons sen-
tenced to be whipped was not only greater in 1878 than in any year of
the quinquenniad, but the average number of whippings to each indi-
vidual was greater. The proportion was 1} whippings per individual
in the four years 1874 to 1877, and 2} whippings in 1878.

~ 443. No criminal was executed during the year under review. Execu-
tions have taken place in Victoria in each year since its separation
from New South Wales, except 1874 and 1878.. In the thirteen years
prior to 1878 the total number of executions was 42. Those executed
were all males, and no native of Victoria is included in the list. The
following table shows their birthplaces, the religions tbey professed
and the crimes they expiated on the scaffold.



Law, Crime, §c. 163
CriminarLs Execurep, 1865 To 1878.
Birthplace, Religion, and Offence. Number.
Total number executed ver | eue cer  eue es 42
Blrthplace—-Austra,han colomes, not Victoria ... 2
C g England ... ... e aee 10

2" - Waa].es ' as e san . ABe. on,..< LR J (XX ] .0 1

,’ . Ireland B *® e . [ X K § Q... [ AN 2 e e \-... 17 .
[1) SCOtland sne ‘ese evs . ' see see o eee esw o0 2 .

9 Belgium ... . . 1

29 Fra:nce 'YX ese 'YX (XX} see’ ens . : 1

» Switzerland ... o6 sen  eea 1

»» . United States of Amenca, cis  wws . see 1

% West Indies P . . . 1

[} - Chinal ees sse ese’ soe eoe wae 4

(3] . .A.t Sea . eed (L XN Teams. ' aae coe e 1
Rellglon—-(,hurch of England.. oee R I &
o » Roman Catholic ...  wee s wee aen aen o | 21
oy Presbyterian vss  ase. - sas . ses - ees 2
- Wesleyan ... e ese e ee 3

29 Pa»gan " ess vee es e eoe ess cse ses T 3
Offence—Murder e e aee vee ean 37
. L) ' Attempt’ tO murder “se eve ees | ese E cae cee ‘ 1
» Raa e ene ‘eae see sse owme 7 eee soe 3

. Unna.tura,l offence on a, Chlld’ | 1

444 The oﬁences in respect to which no person was apprehended undetectea
Were O per cent. less numerous in 1878 than in 1877, in which year crime.
they were 13 per cent. more numerous than in 1876. The following are
the numbers in the last two years classified as being against the person,
against property, and others—the decrease occurring in the two latter
classes. It should be remarked that in all probability the malefactor
did not in all these cases escape entirely; the returns are made up in
the month of April of the year following that in which the offence is
reported, and he who committed it might be arrested after that date, or
might even before that date have been arrested, and pexhaps punished
- for other misdeeds:— '

UnpETECTED CRIME, 1877 AND 1878.

Number of Offences.
Year. _ — _ B , ’ ‘ ,
- 'Agsinst the Person. | Against Property. | Other Offences. ~ Total.
1877 457 4431 463 5,351
1878 496 4,011 385 4,892
Increase 89 L e e L e
Decrease e .. 420 78 L 459

L 2
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445. The next four tables, glvmg details of crime in the various
Australasian colonies, have been compiled in this office from their re-
spective Statistical Registers. The first of these gives for each colony,
and for the whole of Australasia, during the years 1876 and 1877, a
statement of the number of offences for which persons were apprehended
or summoned, were summarily convicted or held to bail, were committed
for trial, and were convicted after commitment ; also, for each colony,
except Western Australia and New Zealand, the amount of undetected
crime as represented by the number of offences reported but in respect
of which no arrest was made :—

CRIME IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES, 1876 AND 1877.

' Number of
Number-of Offences for which Persons were— Reported
: - | Offences for
‘ hich'no one
Name of Colony. , 1 s
ame ot Tolony | Apprehended.| Summarily |y Convicted | W2s Appre-
or Convicted or C&?’ﬁgtfd after Uhednigd‘.; d
Summoned.* | eld to Bail. "l |Commitment.| (“Zdetecte
. (1876 | 42,297 27,505 | 680 384 4,727
Vlc'?"r?a {1877, 45844 | 29,528 594 340 5,351
| (1876 | 45,105} | 30,404 | 1,391 822 | 19,111
New South Wales {1877 47,730t 33,003 | 1517 829 | 21,604
(1876 | 10,1801+ | 6,126 285 132 4,646
Queensland 11877 | 9,929f | 6,444 312 177 4,522
' . 1876 | 9,375 7,929 239 124 857
South Australia { 1877 | 10,314 8,696 240 137 862
(1876 | 7,500 | 5847 95 47 .
Western Australia ‘{ 1877 | 6,855 5,272 83 27
Tasmant 1876 9,207 7,208 96 51 482
FASHARIA - v {1877‘ 7,619 6,092 102 49 494
_ (1876 | 22,141 16,100 414 249
New Zealand ... 18771 21,953 | 16,293 405 250
e 1876 | 145814 | 101,119 | 3,200 1,809 .
Australasia { 1877 | 150,253 | 105,328 | 3,253 1,809

446. By this table it would appear that, notwithstanding the smaller
population, crime is much more prevalent in New South Wales than in
Victoria, there being, in both years, under all t‘he heads, larger numbers

* Not including civil cases.

+ Not including cases brought up for lunacy. In New South Wales 814 lunatics during 1876 and
955 during 1877, and in Queensland 320 during 1876 and 288 Quring 1877, were admitted to asylums.

Probably four-fifths of these were app1 ehended by the police,
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in the former colony than in the latter. In New South Wales, the
commitments for trial and convictions thereafter are more than twice
as numerous as in Victoria; the apprehensions and summonses exceed
those in Victoria by nearly 6 per cent., and the summary convictions by
a ninth ; at the same time the reported offences for which no one was
arrested are more than four times as numerous in New South Wales
as In Victoria. Undetected erime, both in New South Wales and
Queensland, is, according to the ﬁgures, enormous, being equivalent to
nearly half the crime detected.

447. The position of the resPectlve colonies in respect to crime will Proportion of
be better ascertained by means of the next table, which shows the pro- eachcolony
portion that the mean number of apprehensions and summons cases,* of
summary convictions, of commitments for trial, and of convictions after
commitment, occurring in each colony during the last two years, bore
to the average population of the same colony; also the proportion in
each colony of summary convictions to apprehensions and summons

cases, and of convictions after commitment to commitments :—

ProOPORTION OF ARRESTS, COMMITMENTS, AND CONVICTIONS TO
PoPULATION IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES—MEAN oF 1876 and 1877.

]?ropoi‘tion Proﬁortion Proportion
per 1,000 of— per 10,000 oi— per cent. of—
i * o
2w | o . 82 | 1238 | 23,
Name of Colony. 8 .. T - SE. | S¥ad | 28F
BEsf . pSE | ESE | SES |pSZa| SEE
S5:8 ! 283 EL & 5EZ3 | 8552 | 2F%
E°8E EEE | 892 | BE% | E39E | zac
<884 | 238 SEA SS8& | 2T aa | SO0
Victoria, ... s .es 5244 3394 7°58 4-30 6470 56°83
New South Wales - 7371 50-34 23°09 13°10 6829 5674
Queensla.n‘d .ee cee 5374 | 3359 15-92 8-26 62-51 5168
South Australia 4362 | 3685 10°59 576 84-44 5439
Western Australia cee 262-87 203-47 32:58 1354 77°40 41°57
Tasmania . e 7975 63-04 9-39 474 7904 | 5050
New Zealand ... oo 5525 | 40°58 10-27 624 73°46 60-88
Total o | 6130 | 4275 | 1336 749 | 69 3| 5608
_ I |

448, Judging from the number of offences for which apprehensions Orderof

were made or summonses issued during the two years named, as com- a’_f,sppree"hbeif’.

pared with the population, the three colonies to which criminals were o &
formerly transported, viz., New South Wales, Tasmania, and Western

* Not including civil cases.
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Australia, are, as will readily be supposed, those in which crime is
more rife than in the remainder, which have always been free from the
convict ‘taint. According to this standard, South Australia would
appear to be the colony in which the population is the least criminal
of any in the group, and next to South Australia, Victoria. The
following is the order of the various colonies in this respect, the colony
with the lowest proportion of persons apprehended or summoned on
criminal charges being placed first, and that with the highest last: —

OrDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO NUMBERS APPREHENDED OR
SUMMONED IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION.

1. South Australia. 5. New South Wales.
2. Victoria. 6. Tasmania.
3. Queensland. 7. Western Australia.

4. New Zealand.

' 449. As regards the persons summarily convicted, in proportion to
population, Queensland is at the tbp of the list, being very slightly
above Victoria, which stands next. If, however, allowance be made for
the large amount of undetected crime in the former colony, it would
undoubtedly be much below both Vietoria and South Australia. The
three convict colonies are again at the bottom of the list. The follow-
ing is the order in which the colonies stand in this particular, the colony
with the lowest proportidn of summary convictions being placed first,
and the rest in succession :—

" OrDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO NUMBERS SUMMARILY
CONVICTED IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION.

1. Queéensland. 5. New South Wales.
2. Victoria. 6. Tasmania. '
3. South Australia. 7. Western A}lstra,lia.

4. New Zealand.

450. Victoria shows in proportion to population a much smaller
number of persons committed for trial than any other colony. Western
Australia and New South Wales are still at the bottom of the list, but
Tasmania occupies a position inferior only to that of Victoria.

ORDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO NUMBERS COMMITTED
FOR TRIAL IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION.

1. Victoria. ' 5. Queensland.
2. Tasmania. 6. New South Wales.

8. New Zealand. 7. Western Australia.
4, South Australia. : |
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451. In respeet to convictions in superior courts, the order varies
slightly from the foregoing, Victoria, however, being still at .the top of
the list. It will be observed that New Zealand and South Australia
change places, as also do New South Wales and Western Australia, the
former being absolutely in the lowest position.

ORDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO CONVICTIONS IN SUPERIOR
COURTS IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION.

5. Queensland.
6. Western Australia.
l 7. New South Wales.

1. Victoria.
2. Tasmania. ‘
- 3. South Australia.
4. New Zealand.

452. Punishment for minor offences does not, it would appear, follow
their commission with such certainty in Victoria as in most of the other
colonies, since the number of summary convictions obtained in pro-
portion to the apprehensions is lower in this colony than in any of the
others except Queensland. The following is the order of the colonies
in respect to convictions of this kind. The colony in which the rate
of summary convictions to apprehensions is greatest being placed first,
and that in which it is least last :—

OrpER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO PROPORTION OF SUMMARY
CONVICTIONS TO ARRESTS.

5. New South Wales.
6. Victoria.
7. -Queensland.

1. South Australia.

2. Tasmania.

3. Western Australia. | 1
4. New Zealand. ’ l

Order of

colonies in
respect to
convictions
in superior
courts.

Order of

colonies in
respect to
sSuminary
convictions
obtained.

453. In regard to convictions for offences of sufficient gravity to be Order of

tried in superior courts, Victoria occupies a high position, being only
second to New Zealand. This well be seen by the subjoined list, in
which the colonies are placed in order, the one in which the eonvictions
bear the highest proportion to commitments being first :—

OrpER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO PROPORTION OF CONVICTIONS
IN StrPERIOR COURTSs TO COMMITMENTS FOR TRIAL.

5. Queensland.
6. Tasmania.
7. Western Australia.

2. Victoria.
3. New South Wales.

1. New Zealand. l
4. South Australia. '

colonies in
respect to
convictions
obtained in
superior
courts.

454. Tt is to be regretted that the information as to the offences for mecompiete

which persons are arrested or summoned is very incomplete in several
of the colonies. In New South Wales and Queensland, the only
specific offence mentioned in the returns is drunkenness, the balance

returns in
some
colonies,
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being grouped as offences against the person, offences against
property, or as other offences. This, except that drunkenness is not
separated from ¢ other offences,” is likewise the grouping adopted in
Western Australia, as also in Victoria in respect to the summons cases
where the offender is never in custody of the police, the exact offence
being only entered when an arrest takes place.

455. The following table shows the offences for which apprehensions
were made or summonses issued in the various colonies during 1876
and 1877, so far as the information can be gathered from their re-
spective Statistical Registers. It will be observed that, notwith-
standing the smaller population, arrests for offences against the person,
for offences against property, and for drunkenness, were in both years
much more numerous in New South Wales than in Viectoria :—

APPREHENSIONS AND SUMMONSES FOR VARIOUS OFFENCES IN THE
AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES, 1876 AnD 1877.

Number of Arrests or Summonses for—
% N
» =~ >
é‘ R @ = ?’s %0 B
.| @ n 9 0 = 0
Colony. Year. | . 8 '«‘gg é% = 5 g«“% S & 2 S
| N <48F | g s2 | BER 28 | &g = e
cr8 | H2d | 85 | b | S 5 S
ve% | g% | 58 | 28 g2 | 58 2 5
oA 0 = IS 2 9 n 3 3] = )
SES | 2gE | 98 |88 | 88 | 58| E =
SEE EOm | OF | EF3 | HO | O« A ')
Victoria 1876 | 34 | 86 4,083 136 | 170 |3,964|11,624]22.200
“c 111877 50 | 48 l4316] 185 | 195 |4,167|12,447| 24,466
{ I\ -/
~ ) "\ ‘
‘ 1876 7,578 | 5,898 16,171| 15,458
New South Wales ‘{ 1877 8,539 6,130 16,696| 16,374
1876 1,226 1,238 3,679 4,037
Queensland ... { 1877 1,550 1,201 3,019 4,159
l1a76| "5 1 15 1 7a8 30 | 25 1 sai| 2857 5178
. 73! - 4| 2, 17
South Australia { 1877 11 | 31 | 810| 24 ! 31 | 636 2,922| 5,849
— ~ Ji\o ~ — N N -/
, . (|1876 515 537 6,457
Western Australia { 1877 470 493 5.892
{1876 " 13 J;l 876| 61 "J1\8 903| 1 807A 5,518
. ‘ D . b
Tasmania, “t111877] 25 | 16 | e36| 58 | 26 | 854 1,345| 4,659
1876 | 81 | 51 |1,743] 54 | 43 |1,776| 7,153 (11,290
New Zealand ‘{ 1877 | 18 | 41 [1,899| 66 | 61 |1,855 7,429 10,564

456. Subjoined is a statement of the proportion of the various offences
grouped under four heads to the population of each colony in 1876 and

1877.
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PROPORTION OF VARIOUS OFFENCES TO POPULATION IN EACH
AUbTRALASIAN CoLrony, 1876 AND 1877.

Colony.

Year.

Arrests or Summonses per 1,000 of the Population for—

Offences - Offences : ~
. . Drunken- Other
against the against
Person. Property. ness. Offences.
‘.__
. 4 e _ ! 1876 5°06 514 13'99 26°73
Vlctorlaa XX ese { 1877 5.19 5,29 14.65 28079
. T 1876 12-26 9+54 26°16 25°00
New South Wales ... | asrr | 1aen 9-50 | 25°84 | 25735
: ‘ j - 1876 6°66 *72 1_9‘97 21-92
QueenSIand ev e cee t 1877 7.94 6,16 15.47 21 .32
. f 1876 348 276 13'01 2375
w - )
, . 1876 19-06 19-88 239°01
Western Australia ... { 1877 1704 17-87 21363
{ 1876 8 66 9-39 ‘ 1728 e 52 77j
Tasmania ... - 3 " 1877 637 3-89 1265 43-83
1876 4+70 4-84 18-46 29-14
New Zealand { 1877 4°79 4-85 18419 | 25-87

457. It will be observed that, a,ccordmg to population, arrests or order of

colonies as

summonses for offences against the person were in both years much to offences

against the

more numerous in Western Australia and New South Wales than in person.
any other colony, in the former of which they were in the last year more
than three times and in the latter nearly twice as numerous as in Victoria.
In South Australia and in New Zealand, however, the proportion of arrests
for these offences was in both years smaller than it was in Victoria.
The following is the order of the colonies in this respect during 1877,
the colony in which the proportion was smallest being placed first and
that in which it was largest last :—

ORrDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO ARRESTS OR SUMMONSES FOR
OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON, 1877.

1. South Australia,

2. New Zealand.
3. Victoria.
4, Tasmania.

5. Queensland.
6. New South Wales.
7. Western Australia.

458. The same order prevailed in regard to arrests for offences against Order of

colonies as

property, except that the positions of Tasmania and Queensland were to offences
reversed. In Western Australia, arrests for these oﬁ'ences were more Property
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than three times, and in New South Wales nearly twice, as numerous in
proportion to popula,tlon as they were in Victoria. The proportion in
Tasmania, however, was much higher, and consequently nearer to that
of New South Wales than it was in respect to offences against the
 person.

Order of 459. In the matter of drunkenness, New South Wales far outstrips

colontes as

to drunken- all the other colonies of the group in which the offence is distinguished,
the arrests for drunkenness there being proportionately twice as nunferous
as they are in South Australia, and nearly twice as numerous as in
Vietoria. In 1877, South Australia and Tasmania were the colonies in
which apprehensions for drunkenness were relatively the fewest, but
the proportions in those colonies differed only slightly from that in
Victoria. In the following list the colony in which the smallest number
of inebriates were brought before magistrates is placed first and that

in which the number was largest last :—

OrDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO APPREHENSIONS FOR
DRUNKENNESS IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION, 1877.

1. South Australia. - | 4. Queensland.
2. Tasmania. 5. New Zealand.
3. Victoria. - ' 6. New South Wales.
Order of 460. “Other offences,” which embrace breaches of corporation bye-

eolonies as . . . . .
to “other ]aws, wines and spirits statutes, &c., are rather violations of good order

orenees than actual crimes, and are consequently generally dealt with by sum-
mons. In 1877 they were relatively to population most numerous in
Tasmania, and were slightly more numerous in Victoria than in South
Australia, New South Wales, and New Zealand, where the proportions
were nearly equal. In Western Australia drunkenness is included with
these, and therefore the figures are not comparable with those of the
other colonies. Omitting Western Australia therefore, the following is
the order of the colonies in respect to irregularities of this description:—

"ORDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO ARRESTS OR SUMMONSES FOR
“ OraER OFrENCES,” 1877.

1. Queensland. ~ ‘ 4, New Zealand.
2. South Australia. 5. Victoria.
3. New South Wales. l 6. Tasmania.
Convicts 461. A statement of the total number of prisoners from the United
landed in

Australasia, Kingdom who were landed in Australasia until transportation was
finally abandoned in 1868 was kindly handed to me by an old colo-
nist * living in Melbourne, who had taken considerable pains to pro-

~ cure the information from the Governments of the colonies to which

¥ Mr. Gidcon Lang.
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the convicts were sent and other official sources. The following is

the statement referred to. It was published for the first time in the

- Victorian Year-Book 1877-8, but as the particulars are interesting, 1
make no apology for republishing them :—

TorarL NuMBER OF CONVICTS LANDED IN AUSTRALASIA,
1787 1o 1868.

. Number of Convicts Landed.
Colony. Period. '
Males. ! Females. Total.
New South Wales «o | 1787 to 1839 51,082 ! 8,706 59,788
Van Diemen’s Land 1803 to 1853 56,042 11,613 67,655
Western Australia ... | 1853 to 1868 - 9,718 9,718
Total ... 116,842 20,319 137,161

462. The statistics at hand relating to the United Kingdom give the Orimein
commitments for trial and convictions in the superior courts, but do Xingdom.
not afford any information respecting the cases dealt with in Courts of |
Petty Sessions. The following table shows the number of commit-

ments and convictions and their respective proportions to the popula-

tion of each division of the United Kingdom, also the proportion of

commitments to conv1ct10ns, during 1876 and 187

CRIME IN THE UNITED KinepoMm, - 1876 Anp 1877.

, Proportion of—
Commit- — -

Country. Population. mg;ts Con- ' commit- | Convie- | Comvie-

Trial. victions. ments to | tions to élons to

Population.|Population. &fﬁg’

' per 10 ,000. | per 10,000. | per cent.

England and {1876 | 24,244,010 16,078 | 12,195 | 6°63 5°03 7585
Wales 1877 | 24,547,309 | 15,890 | 11,942 | 647 | 4°86 | 75°15

“ (1876 | 8,527,811 2,703 2039 | 7:66 578 7543
Scotland 11877 | 38,560,715 | 2,677 | 2010 | 752 | 564 | 75-08
1876 5,321,618 4,146 2,344 779 ‘ 4:40 5654

Ireland ?

~ 1877 | 5.338,906 | 3,871 | 2,303 | 7°25 | 4°31 | 59-49
Total 1876 | 33,093,439 | 22,927 | 16578 | 6:93 | 5-00 | 72-31

ofal ...11877| 83,446,930 | 22,438 | 16,255 | 671 | 4:86 | 72-44

463. Taking the mean of the two years given in the table, it Wlll be Crime in
United
found that in proportion to population the commitments for trial in Kingdom
- the United Kingdom are considerably less than in any of the Austral-

and
Australagis
asian colonies, and the same holds good for all the divisions of the

- compared .
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United Kingdom, except that the proportion in Victoria is lower than
that in Scotland by a very small fraction. Convictions after commit-
ment are to population relatively fewer in Victoria than in the United
Kingdom or any of its divisions, and those in Tasmania are slightly
fewer than those in Ireland, but in all the other colonies the proportion
is higher than in the United Kingdom or any of its divisions.

464. The proportion of convictions obtained after commitment is,
according to the figures, greater in England and Scotland than in any of
the Australasian colonies, but the proportion in Ireland is nearly
equalled in Victoria and New South Wales, and is exceeded in New
Zealand.

465. The number of criminal cases tried in the Central Criminal
Court, Melbourne, and in the Courts of Assize throughout the colony,

in 1878, was 332, of which 262 were for felonies, and 70 for misde-

meanors. The convictions for felonies numbered 181, and for mis-
demeanors 65. The number of places where courts were held was 11,
the number of courts held was 32, and the total duration of courts was
102 days. |

466. Courts were held at the same number of places to try civil cases.
The number of causes entered for trial during the year was 263, and
for assessment of damages, 6. The number of causes tried was 166, of

“which 144 were tried by juries of four or six, and 22 by juries of twelve.

All the latter, and all but 5 of the former, were defended. The
damages laid in the declarations amounted in the aggregate to £171,938.
Verdicts were returned in 157 instances ; and there were 4 nonsuits. Of
the verdicts, 126, or about 80 per cent., were for the plaintiff. The
aggregate amount awarded by the juries was £34,490, or 20 per cent. of
the damages laid. In the ten years ended with 1877 the damages sued
for in these or similar courts amounted to £1,852,534, and the sums
awarded by juries to £394,007, or to about 21 per cent. of the damages
sued for. '

467. Courts of General Sessions have jurisdiction in criminal cases
within certain limitations, and have also appellate jurisdiction in civil
cases from petty sessions. The places at which such courts were held
in 1878 numbered 30, and the number of courts held, 82, extending
over periods amounting in the aggregate to 108 days. The number of
cases tried was 248, in 183 of which, or 74 per cent., convictions were
obtained. The number of appeals heard was 98. In the ten years prior
to 1878, 3,271 cases were tried in Courts of General Sessions, and 2,144
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convictions were obtained ; the latter thus were to the former in the
proportion of 66 per cent. |

468. County Courts have jurisdietion in civil cases up to £250. The County
‘number of places at which they were held in 1878 was 59, and the
number of courts held was 197, extending over 396 days. The total
number of causes tried was 9,278, the amount sued for was £234,628,
and the amount recovered, £93,371, or 39 per cent. of the amount sued
for. The costs awarded to the plaintiff amounted to £13,358, and the
costs awarded to the defendant to £3,764. During the ten years prior to
the year under review the aggregate amount sued for in County Courts
was £2,522,605, and the aggregate amount awarded was £882,889, or

35 per cent. of the amount sued for.

469. Courts of Mines have jurisdiction concerning all questions or Courts of
. . . . Mines.
disputes which may arise out of mining on Crown lands. The places
at which they were held in 1878 numbered 20, and the courts held
numbered 58, occupying 30 days. The total number of suits was 13,
and the aggregate amount or value of demand, £1,768. The amount
of costs awarded to the plaintiff was £61, and to the defendant, £23.
These figures do not include all the mining disputes which took
place during the year, as those of minor importance are adjudicated
on by the wardens of the goldfields. In the ten years prior to 1878
the value sued for in Courts of Mines amounted in the aggregate to
£834,664. The business has fallen off very considerably in the last

three years.

470. Courts of Petty Sessions have jurisdiction in ordinary civil cases Oqurts of
up to £20, and in master and servant cases up to £50. Such courts sions, civit
were held at 197 places during the year. The civil cases heard num- e
bered 21,382, in which the total amount of debts or damages claimed
was £91,264, and the total amount awarded was £59,399, or 65 per
cent. of the amount claimed. In the ten years ended with 1877
the debts or damages claimed in these courts amounted in all to
£1,400,626, and the sums awarded to £798,240, or to 57 per cent. of

the amounts claimed.

471, The net results of the civil cases tried in 1878 may be gathered Debts suea
from the following table, which shows the total amount of debts and fgaﬁgd.‘
damages sued for in the various courts, and the aggregate value of the
awards, also the percentage of the latter to the former, in 1878 and
the previous decenniad: It will be noticed that the whole amount
at stake was nearly half a million sterling, and that more than a third
was recovered ; also that the proportions recovered in 1878 were gen-

erally above the average.



Courts of
Petty Ses-
sicns, in-
dictable
offences.

Writs,

Gaols and

penal estab-

lishments.

Gaols and
prisoners.

Victorian Year-Book, 1878-9.

DEBTS AND DAMAGES CLAIMED AND AWARDED.

Name of Court.

Supreme Court ...
County Court ...

Courts of Petty Sessions

Total

Amount of Debts and Damages, 1878. :hgg?g;g;o;g:md
|Average of
Claimed. Awarded. | 1878. | Frevious
£ £ ; Per cent. | Per cent.
ces 171,938 34,490 : 20 21
234,628 93,371 ;39 35
vou | 91,264 59,399 g 65 57
h % k
.. 497,830 187,260 : 38 | 35

472. The cases of indictable offences heard at Petty Sessions during

- 1878 numbered 1,607, which resulted in 658 commitments for trial.

Commitments were thus obtained in 41 per cent. of the cases. The

offences summarily dealt with numbered 43,135, in 29,429 of which, or
68 per cent., the offender was convicted.

473. Writs were issued in 1878 in six places. The number of writs
issued was 1,977, of which 34 were Queen’s writs against both person
and property, 57 were subjects’ writs against the person alone, and
1,886 were subjects’ writs against property alone ; the latter were much
more numerous than in any other year since 1870.

474. Places for the reception of prisoners in Victoria are of three

kinds: ordinary gaols, police gaols, and penal establishments. The

ordinary gaols are both houses of correction and debtors’ prisons *; the
penal establishments are houses of correction only. The police gaols
are used for the detention of prisoners sentenced to short periods of
imprisonment, or awaiting trial or transfer to some other gaol or penal
establishment, or to a lunatic asylum.

475. The total and average number of males and females detained in
each of these descriptions of prison during 1878, and the numbers
transferred from one institution to another in the same year, will be
found in the following table :—

GaoLs axp PeNAL EsTABLISHMENTS, 1878.

52 | Prisoners detained during the Year. a”“;;;smt’:::’fe:d
s . e T ; institation to another
Description of Prison. 2z Total Number. ' Averageat One Time. | dnri:g the Yzar.

ZZ| a ! F. |Total. M. . F. ‘Total{ M. | F. |Total.

! ,! i : g ;
Gaols ... ..l 916,771 2,861] 9,632 612, 275 887 2,331|502 2,833
Police gaols ..l14] 635 84 719 24 3 o7t 173| 32 205
Penal establishments | 4 }1,588 ... | 1,538, 582; ... 3 582, 283 ... , 283
Total . | 27 15,844 2,945| 11,889, 1,218] 278 1,496! 9,787 534 ' 3,321

d

# Imprisonment for debt in Victoria, except in cases of fraud, was abolished by Act 23 Vict. No, 284,
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476 Estlmatlng the mean population of the colony duri ing 1878 Proportion of
as 869,040, consisting of 472,309 males and 396,731 females, and §2‘§3&i§i§°
comparing these figures with those in the table showing the average
number of prisoners, it follows that 1 person to every 581 persons living
was constantly in prison during the year ; or, distinguishing the sexes,
that, during the same period, 1 male to every 388 males living, and 1
female to every 1,427 females living, were constantly in detention.

These figures, and those for the two previous years, are given in the
following table. It will be observed that each year shows improvement
upon the one which preceded it :—

ProPORTION OF PRISONERS TO PoOPULATION, 1876 TO 1878.

Of the Total Population one Person was
| constantly in Prison to every—
Year.
Males. “ Females. | DBoth Sexes.
1876 e 345 | 1161 508
1877 we .| .. 873 1,206 ‘544
1878 388 1,427 581

-177 The ¢ total number of prlsoners ”” detained during the whole or Plrégc’)lnae;(sl,
any portion of 1878, exclusive of those transferred from one institution 1s7s,
" to another,; was less by 287, and the “average number of prisoners con-
stantly detained” during the same year was less by 65, than the cor-

responding numbers in 1877. |
478, According to figures supplied by the Inspector-Greneral of Numberof

Penal Establishments and Gaols, the number of individual prisoners glrfglggis
detained during some portion of 1878 in the institutions under his
control probany_ amounted to 7,483, viz., 5,662 males and 1,811 females.

If the number of individuals in police gaols, estimated to have amounted

to 620—viz., 565 males and 55 females—be added to these, the sum,
amounting to 8,093—viz., 6, 227 males and 1,866 females—will repre-

sent, approximately, the number of distinet prisoners detained in all the

gaols and penal establishments in the colony during the Whole or some
part of the year.

479, Compaung these figures with those showing the estlmated mean P(xl'o;)muon of

; distinet pri-

populatlon, it appears that 1 person to every 107 persono in the colony, Cistinct pri
or 1 male to evéty 76 males, and 1 female to every 213 females, passed " "o

some portion of the year in prison. In this estimate no account is taken
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of persons lodged temporarily in watchhouses, &c., pending examination
before magistrates, the prisoners here referred to being only those
detained in regular gaols or penal establishments.
groundsof ~ 480. The following is a classification of the prisoners in confinement
meisons at the end of ‘1878, according to the grounds in respect to which they
were detained. It will be noticed that more than half had been con-

victed of felony :—

GROUNDS FOR DETENTION OF PRISONERS, 1878.

Police Penal '
Gaols: Gaols. |Establishments. Total.
Grounds for Detention. ' ‘
M | F. | M| F M M. F. | Total.
| |
Felony, tried ... .. 1234 821 1] ... 468 703 82 | 785
»  untried e | 22 41 cue 22 4| 26
Misdemeanors, tried ... |141| 52| 7 147 295 52 | 347
2 - untried . 6 oo | ... 6 6
Other offences, tried ... | 145|149 | 4 15 164 149 | 313
’s untried... | 18 71 eee 18 7 25
Total e | 566294 | 12 | ... - 630 . 1,208 294 !l,502
: l i
sicknessin ~~ 481. The cases of sickness in the year, which numbered 1,558, were

prisomse  in the proportion of 1 to every 5 individual prisoners ; but if the calcu-

lation be made upon the average number of prisoners det_ained, the
proportion will be about one case of sickness to each prisoner.

Deaths in 482. Thirty-five deaths in prison occurred in 1877, and 28 in 1878.

PISOIS " These deaths were in the proportion of 1 to every 263 in the former
year, and 1 to every 289 in the latter year, of the estimated individual
prisoners; and in the proportion of 1 to every 45 in the former year,
and 1 to every 58 in the latter year, of the average number of prisoners
detained.

Prisoners 483. Three prisoners absconded in 1877, viz., 1 from the Melbourne

absconding. gaol, and 2 from the penal establishment at Pentridge. Ten prisoners
absconded in 1878, viz., 1 from the Ararat, 1 from the Ballarat, and
4 from the Maryborough gaol, 3 from the penal establishment at Sand-
ridge, and 1 from a police gaol.

Ages of 484. An abstract of the estimated numbers of the population at

PISONER: various ages, of the average number of prisoners at the same ages, and
the proportion of the latter to the former, will be foundgn the followmtr
table.
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Aces or Prisoners, 1878.

’ . Average Number -
Ages. Estimated “ Prisoners per 10,000
' Mean Population.*| cons%ggtlll;odneetl;sined; | of the Population.
Under 20 years ... 448,808 182 - 4-05
20 to 30 e | 121, 761 434 3564
30 to 40 ,, vee | 99, 772 345 34°57
40 to 50 ,, Ceee een | 102,956 294 28°56
50 to 60 ’ cer - . 61,957 147 23-72
‘60 years and upwa,tds 33,786 94 27-82
" Total ... 869,040 1,496 1721

485. It appears from th1s table that, in 187 8, the proportion of Pégp&rl;?& .
prisoners constantly detained to the populatlon was greatest between at various
‘the ages of 20 and 30, and gradually diminished up to 60 years. Of e
persons of both sexes over 20 years of age living in Viectoria, 1 to
every 320, of those between 20 and 40, 1 to every 284, and of those
over 40, 1 to every 371, were constantly in prison throughout the year.

486. The bn'thplaces and religions of the prisoners constantly de- Birthplaces
tained during the year, deduced from the total numbers of each nationality 3&(}15%;
‘and religion returned as passing through the institutions, also the pHEOREE
estimated totals of the same natlonahty and - religion in the mean

populatlon of the year, are compared in the' followmcr table :—
'BIRTHPLACES AND RELIGIONS OF PRISONERS, 1878.

_ : 0 et s g Avera.ge Number e 10,00
Native Country and Religion. Mea,f %ég]&ﬁ?on.f ¢ ons%gxﬂgrs%%?;?n ed. Pcit} St%%e{’sogill.ation.o
NaTive CoUNTRY.

Australian colonies... . 509,490 421 826
England and Wales 165,776 447 2696
~ Scotland .ee 54,427 116 21°31
Ireland ae 96,950 402 41°47
China . 17,659 30 16°99
Other countries 24,738 80 32-33
Total w. | 869,040 1,496 17-21
RELIGION. ) | |
Protestants C ees . 628,194 865 1877
Roman Catholics ... . 207,201 588 28-38
Jews 4,332 6 13-85
Pagans ... s 21,293 30 1409

Others ... 8,020 7 873

o

in the p0pu1at10» 3,

487. Tt will be observed that, in view of their respeetive numbers gelative

‘natives of the Australian colonies contributed much
- tryandsect.

numbers of
each coun-

* Qee table -following pa.ra.gra.ph 47 ante. :
+ See tables following paragraphs 48 and 50 ante,
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less, and natives of China slightly less, than their share to the number
of inmates of prisons, but that natives of Scotland contributed slightly
more, natives of England and Wales 57 per cent. more, and natives
of Ireland 141 per cent. more, than their share to that number. Also
that of the religious denominations shown, Protestants, Jews, and
Pagans contributed less than their share, but Roman Catholics 65 per
cent. more than their share, to the number of such inmates. It must
be borne in mind, however, that these calculations are made on the
assumption that the numbers estimated for the various religions and
birthplaces in the population, which have for the most part been based
on census proportions, are correct, which cannot at present be vérified.
488. The following cases of punishment for offences committed within
the prison took place in 1878. It will be observed that hard labor was
prescribed in 22 instances. The “other punishments” do not include
~ whipping, as corporal punishment is not administered in Victoria for
any breach of prison regulations :— |

(Gaol punish-
ments.

PUNISHMENTS FOR OFFENCES WITHIN PRISONS 1878.

Penal
Gaols Establishments. Total.
Nature of Punishment. e , _— -
M. F. | Total. M. M. F. Total.
) Haf['d labor eae XX ) _14 (Y X} 14 8 22 ewe 22
Solitary confinement ... | 266 | 115 | 381 333 599 | 115 | 714
Other punishments 47 46 93 416 463 46 | 509
Total - 327 | 161 | 488 757 1,084 161 1,245

489. The punishments for offences within the prison, as detailed in the
lJast table, were in the proportion of 1 to every 6 individual prisoners,
1 punishment of a male to every 5 individual male prisoners, 1 punish-
ment of a female to every 11 individual female prisoners. The average
number of prisoners exceeded the total number of punishments by 224 ;
the average number of male prisoners exceeded the punishments of
males by 110; the average number of female prisoners exceeded the
number of punishments of females by 114. .

490. The number of inmates of reformatories dﬁumg 1878 was 319
.» 239 males and 80 females. Of these, 79 were admltted and 143

left, during the year. Of the latter, 44 were discharged on remission, and
46 on expir ation of sentence; and 53 were sent to employment.
Birthplaces

irthplaces 491. At the end of 1878 the inmates of reformatories numbered 176,
gions fn re- of whom all but 21 were known to be Australians. by birth. Of the

formatories.
remainder, 3 were natives of England and Wales, 4 of Ireland, 11 of

Proportion of
prisoners
punished.

Inmates of
reforma-
tories. ; ViZ
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other British possessions, and of 3 the birthplace was unknown. Of
the whole number, 97, or about 55 per cent., were Protestants, and the
remainder—viz., 79, or about 45 per cent.—were Roman Catholics.

1492, Three of the inmates of reformatorles at the end of 1878 were Agesin re-
between 5 and 10 years of age, eight were aO‘ed 10, thirteen a,ged 11, formatories.
fifteen aged 12, twenty-seven 'mged 18, fifty aged 14, forty aged lo, and
twenty aged 16 and upwa,rds

493. The inquests held in 1878 numbeled 1,621, as against 1,657 in Inquests.
1877. In 854 instances the death was found to have resulted from
natural causes; in 19 cases, from intemperance; in 694 cases, from
violence ; in 43 cases, from doubtful causes; and in 11 cases, a verdict
of “still-born”. was returned. Of the deaths set down to violence, the
verdict in 525 cases was to the effect that the death had resulted
from accident; in 11 from homicide; in 85. from suicide; and in 73
that the cause of the violent death was doubtful. 1 pointed out .on
former occasions that the practice of holding inquests in cases of other
than violent deaths was on the increase, which was shown by the
increasingly large proportion which verdicts of “death from natural
. causes ” bore to the total number of verdicts given. In 1873, this
proportion was 45 per cent.; in 1874, 47 per cent.; in 1875, 52 per
cent.; in 1876,.563 per cent.; in 1877, 54 per cent.; but in 1878 the
proportion for the first time decreased, being 52 per cent., or equal only
to that in 1875. Inquests in cases of death occurring under suspicious
circumstances are held at the discretion of the coroner of the district
within which the death takes place, subject to instructions issued by the
Governor in Council under the 3rd seclion of the Coroners Statute 1865
(28 Vict. No. 253).

494. Only 8 fire inquests were held during 1878, and 5 in 1877, Fireinquests
as against 15 in 1876. Fire inquests are not held now as often as for-
me1ly, which is shown by the fact that in the three years ended with
1868 as many as 480 such inquiries were held, but no more than 243 in
the succeeding ten years. This change has occurred, partly because
fires have of late years been less numerous than formerly, but chiefly
owing to the circumstance that, since the 19th August 1869, at which
date the Amending Coroners Statute (33 Vict. No. 338) came into
operation, fire inquests have not been held except upon the payment
of a fee of £5 5s. by or on behalf of some one applying to have the
inquiry made, or in pursuance of authority from the Mlmster of Justice,
which is only given when circumstances appear sufﬁmently suspicious

to warrant action being taken. DR
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