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CoLLEcTioN OF RETURNS 0F RETATL PRiOES aND REwnTs. L

CHAPTER 1.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.

§ 1.—Collection of Returns of Retail Prices and Rents.

One of the most important functions of the Labour Section of the Bureau
is the regular collection and tabulation of returns of retail prices and house
rentals.

The retail prices of an extensive range of articles and services in common
demand are collected ot frequent intervals from representative retail |
establishments in the more important towns throughout the Commonweslth.
The prices of a less extenrive range of commodities are also collected at
annusl intervals from most towns of any significant size, the total number
of towns so covered reaching approximately zoo.

Definite standards of quality have been established for each article in |
order to ensure that, as far as care and effort can make it possible, pricea for '
articles of identical grade or quality will be recorded at all times and .
for all places. These standsrds, which are incorporated in printed ¢

“ gpecifications *', are clogely watched and revised from time to time to keep |
them in barmony with changing trade practices and conditions. g

The actual collection of the data ia carried out, under the direct supervision |
of the State Btatisticians, by specially qualified officers of the Bureau, while,
two supervising field officers are provided to assist in the co-ordination of ~
activities in the several States. The prices of foods are obtained, where -
practicable, from about ten retailers in each of the capital citics, and from
about five retailers 1n ths provincial towns. Tradespeople and agents are

the whole of each town, and returns are carefully verified if there should
be any doubt as to the accuracy of the information supplied.

Returns of rents are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
sumber of house-agents in each town, for brick and wooden bouses
respectively, classified according to the number of rooms, These returns
show the rents of individual houses, all of which are inspected by the Bureau's
field officers.

P

§ 2. Compilation of Indexes of Retail Prices and Rents.

1. General.—The methods adopted for the compilation of indexes of retail
prices and rents are briefly described in the following pages. Tor a mare
detailed explanation, and an analysis of the problems involved, the reader
should refer to the Appendix to Labour Report No. 9.
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° 2. The “Regimen *,~The *regimen” from which the retail price
indexes ate compiled consists of a list of those commodities and services which
imost commonly enter into the consumption of the average household. The
'regimen is divided into the following distinct Groups and Sections :—

Group. Section,
A.—Groceries.
. " 1. Food and Groceries . < B.—Dairy Produce.
C.—Meat.
11, Housing . .. D.—House Rent.
} E.—Clothing—Man.
F.—Clothing—Woman.
II1. Clothing .. «+4 G.—Clothing—Boy (10} years).

H. —Clothing—Gir] {7 years).
J.—Clothing—Boy (3} years).

K.—Bousehold Drapery.
. L.—Housebold Utensils.
1V. Miscellaneous .. -4 M_"Fuel and Light.

N.—Other Miscellaneous. /
An index (the " All Ttems " or “ C " series) is compiled for the/whole of

the foregoing Groups, but for many purposes indexes are required for each
Group or Section separately. For this reason the following indexes are
regulatly compiled at the intervals shown, and published in this Report
and other publications issued by the Bureau :—

Group. Content. Frgquency.
1. Food and Grocerica. . .- - .. | Monthly
1I. Housing {4 and 5 tooms) .. .. .. | Quarterly
1, and IT. Food, CGroceries and Housing (4 and 5 rooms)
{(“ B"” Beries} .. . .- | Quarterly
1. Clothing .. . . - ++ | Quarterly
Iv. Miacellaneous Household Requirementa .« | Quarterly
L, 1T, III. and IV.{ Food, Groceries, Howsing (4 and 5 reoms),
Clothing and Miecellaneous (G * series) .. { Quarterly
1 Food and Groceriea {200 Towns ™ series) .. | Yearly

For convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the * series” designation shown against them. These
indexea are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—
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Retail Price Inderss—Regimen.
GROUP 1.—FOOD AND GROCERIES,
Cost of
- Items in
Masa Unit &feﬂ:ﬁ;’;e ‘:l
Ko Ttem. Unit,
(per capita) agﬂe bgiu- OS:E
Dec. Quarter,
1939,
(@]
Srerion A.—(GROCERIES.
t { Bread, white four (cash dellvered) 2.lb, loaf . . 100 6.1
2 Flour, ordinary .. z1h. .. 25 .2
31 | Flour, Belf-mlsmg 2-lb., pkt... i2 1.0
4 | Tea t-lb. pkt.. . 8 2.7
5 | Sugar, white granulated. Ia 1 b, 100 4.5
6 | Rice, polished {Australian) 1 1b. 8 0.3
7 | Sago, seed tapioea 1lb, . v 0.1
8 | Jam, plum 1d-lb. tin. . 8 a.8
¢ | Golden Syrup 2.lb. tin .. L 0.1
1o | Qata, flaked, looss t ib. .. 8 0.3
11 Raisins, socded . . 1-Ib. pkt.. . 5 0.6
12z | Currants, loose, 2-Crown . LY . 2 0.2
13 | Apricots, dried, loose, 2-Crown b I 0.2
14 | Poaches, canned 3o-oz. tin 3 0.3
15 Pears, conned 30-02. tin 1 ot
16 | Salmon, in tina .. b, tin .. 3 O.q
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7 lb. 18 4.2
18 | Onions, brown 1lb. 14 0.4
19 | Soap . i lb. 16 1.2
20 Keroaena, llghtmg. bulk quart 4 0.2
Swncm B.—Damy Propuce.
21 | Butter, factory ** choicest ™ Ilb. 30 6.6
22 | Cheese, ordinary, mild .. L 1b. 4 0.6
z3 | Eggs, standard, new laid 1 doz. 6 1.0
24 | Bacon, rashers, beat middle 1 lb. 12 2.7
25 | Milk, condensed, sweetened T tin 5 .5
6 Milk tresh—in sealed bot.t.les or not
bottled quart 72 5.0
Smmon C.—qu.
Beef (fresh}—
27 Sirloin (Roast) 1 lb. 18 2.1
28 Prime Rib {Roast} uw]udlng bous | 1 Ib. o 22 2.1
29 Steak—Rump 1lb. .. rr 1.9
30 Steak—Chuck {stawmg) 1 ib. " 20 1.0
31 Sausages . I lb. . 7 0.4
Beef (corned)—
32 Bilverside .. 1 ib. 14 1.4
33 Brisket, rolled 1 lb, 15 1.1
Mutton (fresh)—
34 Yog .. . 1 ib. 20 1.7
35 Forequarter r b, 15 0.5
6 in. . . 1 tb. 4 0.3
37 Chops—Loin .. t b .30 2.7
38 , Chops—Leg 1 b, 10 1.0
Pork (fresh)—
39 Leg .. tib, 3 , 0.5
40 Loin 1 lb. 3 .‘1‘: 0.5
41 Chops 1 lb. 3 0.5
GROUP 1II. —HOUSING —SecTioN D.—RENT.
42 | House Accommodation(b} week sa(c) 3G.5

{a) " B " Series,

(d) Four mod five roomed bouses,

(e} Per houscheld,
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—continued.
GROUP IIT.—CLOTHING.*
Maa‘s' Maaz
No. Ttem. ?p‘;‘, Ne. Ttem. "l:ll{'
cupita). ey,
BRcTi0N E —CLOTHING—Mad.
SECTIOR O.—CWTRING—DOY {10} TRARS)—rontd,
1 } Buit, ready-made, Worsted ({Aus- o 67
tyalisn) N
] Tt?m{:h;;mklng, Cotton Tweed 2.00 46 Ov‘;;ﬁfm' ready-ninde, Tweed {Aus- .33
tralian)
3 0\;;;%?:]:3 ready-mnade, Tweed (Aus- .25 ‘; Cap, Skull, Cloth . i.50
s | Hat, Fur Felt {Australian) .. 1.00 :9 Shirt, Bport.s . T nt .
b . 5.00
g gg;:: :::‘;‘I‘l;‘év_wg‘:hr"° collate : 2; 50 Smi.;let, ;\'ool and Cotton {short | 1.00
- v . ey
7 Collar, semispoft, white . 6.00 2 .
8 | Sipglst, Wool and Cotton (shorl- 1,00 g:, ?}:;gol:: Cottan (athletic) * : g
slesves, ' N
¢ | Binglet, (‘30“»011’ {athletic) 1.00 gi %;‘;';];:";:' “("?‘l:e;gt:‘ mfl‘ .. : .::
10 U?dermnts, Wool and Cotton (!ull 1.00 i Lo | Pullover. All Wool ° 3o
. Un?iglll*pahta Cottom  * Shorta™ - 56 | Shoes {for best “ear.'l, Box Yenrlmg 3.00
* 57 .e “a .a
(plain}
12 | 30x, Al Wool (fancy} .. . 2.00
13 | 301 Wool snd Cotton {famey)y .. 4.00
14 | Bracen .. .. . 1.33
ts | Handkerchief, Cotton .. .00
16 | Pyjamae, Winceyette .. 1.50 SpeTIoN H.—CLOTHING—GIRL (7 YRARS).
17 | Pullover, All Wool N 1.00
13 | Shoes [for best wear), Pox Calt -, 0. 30
19 | Boote, working, Box Hide . 1 50
58 | Tunle, Wool .. .- . 1.00
59 e o .. .
_ i Drm, (Mtton .e . 5.a0
8xcTion F —CLOTAING—WoKAN, 61 | Top Coax, Tweed (Australian) .. 2.33
&2 | Hat, Wool Felt {Aus&nliw) .. L.op
&3 | Hat, Btraw .. N 2.00
20 Co:::i?;eslrendy-msde, Tweed (Aus- | o.50 g‘; Petticoat, Art Sl : : o
13 | Skiri, resdy-made, Tweed (Aus- 1,28 23 g:::g:gg, iill'ltf :ﬂﬂ Wool o :‘ 52
ralian) " I -3
" ¢ 68 Blﬂmmer?i C‘;)t,ton and Tart sk,
5 . . i eecy-lined | . 7.00
13 g:: gt‘u’r. :‘elt {Austratisn} ‘e 1:,:3 69 | Dloomers, Art Silk g
:; Froek, teady-mmade, Cotton o 'go 70 | Stockings. Cashmere .. .00
| Frock, ready-mnde: Art Silk ise || 21 gyjnmaz. }Vi?%?&ette o o3
= ﬁma‘:lieﬂe,‘ C{\)‘tlm'\ B:iuc:d:Silk o | ae3e ;; Frinmas, Art Stk . e :g
2 ndervesd, Wool ond Ar 1.50 T iy e *
29 | tndervest, Art 8ilk . . I.50 74 S‘mmgf T best wenr}, Patent .67
;‘: Bloomera. Act ik - 1 o || 75 | Shoes (schood), Box Yearling .. | 1 30
32 | Princess Slip. Art Silk .. . L.o0
335 | Stockings, Bk e .. 6.00
34 | Stockings. Lisle .. .- 1.00
b+ 3}3:3; §;‘;§1§ o N BECTON J.—CLOTINKG—BOT {3} TEake}
37 | Nlghtdress, Art Sk - .. 1.50
18 | Pvijamas, Winceyette . 1.50
so | Dressing Gown, Art 81k N o.%0
40 | Apron, Colton . . . 6.00 || »6 | Blouse Coay . 3.00
41 | Cardigan, Al Wool . .50 27 | Pants, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- 3.00
42 | Shoea (for best wear), Gince hld ‘s I.50 tralinn)
43 | Shoes (fot ordipary wear), Box Calf | 1.56 j| 78 0\;‘cr<;oatiready-mule‘ Tweed (Aus- | ©.33
: ralian
35 1 Siowion Wool and G 1 e
o nglet, Wool an ottun 1 00
BecTion G.—CLOTAING—DBoY (10} YEARS), 81 | Simglet, Cotton (athletich 1.00
82 { Sox, Art Sifk pud Taale .., .. (.00
gs g‘):{iamae R\];nwyrttte 2.00
4 aver, Waol . 0.%50
44 | Sult, ready-made, Tweed (Aua- 1,00 85 | Shoes (for best wenr) Tratent 1 oo
traliany Teather
43 | Pants, rendy-made, Tweed {Aus- 3.00 86 | 8hoes (for ordivary wear}, Tan i.00
tralian) Yearling

* The total cost of each sechion 1s muttiplied by & seetion ** weight * representing the praportion ng
the population covercd by the section.
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen-—consinued.
GROUP IV —MISCELLANEOQUS.

Maas Unit Mass Unkt
N ltem. {per No. Ilem, {per
lousehold). [houwsehotd).
‘ SECTIOR L —HOUSEHOLD UTUNBILA—condinued,
SecTioN K. —HopaksoLt DRAPERY,
26 | Kupife, Toble (stalnless) 0.0
37 | Spoon, Tea {utainless} 0,08
1 | Biankecs, I 1. {pair) 0.0} 18 | Spoon, Deasert (stainless) o.08
2 | Blankets, 5.1, (pair).. Q.04 20 | Fork, Tahle (staintess) e 0,10
3 | Qmit, D. 1. Marcella ., o.2% 30 | [lohe, Electric Llfhl {gaa-Nlled) 2.00
4 .. ‘e ‘e .. 38 1 lron, Electric (full size) .. 0.10
3 | Shects, D1 {pair) 0. 30
6 | Sheets, 3.1, {pair} 1 00
7 | Pilow Slip, Cotton .. 4.00 SeCTIOY M.—FGEL 1PD L1GHT,
2 | Towel .e . 3 oo R
9 | 'Table Cloth o, 20
1 wi erd .
© | Tea Towe (yord) 4.00 a1 | Firewoo (books) (ewd.) (o) .. 40
33 | (a4, cooking {units) {u) .. 1,518
14 | Electrie hghting (unite) v 130
as | Electric power {upits) {o) .. 130
SECTION L.—HOUSEHOLD UITENEILE.
.\mouniI
. per weel
No. Item. {per
11 | Cup end Saucer (Stone China). . 2.00 Rousebold).
12 | Plate, Dinner (Stone China) 1.00
13 gug. Qi.u?};t' {Eart.h::n(warc) 1 oo
14 | Teapot, Brownware (z-pint) . 6.5 % N, —OTREA MISCELLANZOTH,
18 I’iaslri"n. Pudding { Enamel), ﬁi-inch 1.00 SzeTo Mg 0
16 | Tunbler (8-0x.) . .. 1o
17 § Kettle, Enamel (6-pint} 0.0 d,
18 | KHettle, Alamipium {6-pint) a 20 36 | Yoign Dues .. . {b
1 | Saueepan, Aluminium {3-pint) 0.40 37 { Lodge Duss .. s
a0 | Buacket, Galvanized (rzneh) . 0.10 38 | Medicine .. . 4
21 | Dipper, tinlvanized {z-quart) .. 0.20 39 | Newspapers . . , b
22 | Rroom, Millet v o 50 40 | Kecreation . . . 14
23 | Broom, 11air, complete {r2-Inch} 0.33 at | Smoking .. .. .. L1:]]
24 | Drueh, Scrobbing (10-1neh) 1 %0 42 | Frrea .. .. ‘. 1]
25 | Bop, Pollshing, complete o 20 11 | School requislten - . [

(@) Standard mass-unitz  In certsin provineinl towns where gna and/or eteckricity are not waed the
mass-ninlta differ frem the standard,

() A definite basic amount per week in provided for each of these items, and varled la accotdance
with Regolution 20 of the Confarence of Statisticiang, 1036

the estimated annual consnmption per head or per household as the case may
be in Austealin of the units of quantity shown, Thus the per capita
consumption of bread in Australia is estimated to be 100 2-1b. loaves and,
of sugar 100 lb., and the consumption of towels per household is estimated
to be three. In the case of Food and Groceries (Group L) the “ mass units ™
adopted are, approximately, the annual average censumption per head for
household purposes of the various articles during the years Ig27 to Ig2g.
In the case of Housing (Group IL.), the “ mass unit * is the multiplier applied

3. The Mass Unils.—Tbe '“mass units ” or * multipliers represent.[

R

E to J, the “ mass units ”’ represent the estimated annual consumption per
head of the articles mentioned. In the case of Sections K to M, the ** mass ;
units ”’ represent the estimated consumption per household ; while in Section
N are shown the actual amounts provided to cover the estimated cost of the |
gervices included for an average household. Vs
It will be noted that the ““ mass units ” are all shown on the basis of
consnmption per head or per household. In the tabulation for index-number
purposes, the figures are raised to a ** total population ” basis, by multiplying
the aggregate cost of each Group or Section by the numbers of the population



& ComriLatios ofF [NDEXEs of RETamn Prices axp Rests.

properly applicable to it. Thus Group I. (Food and Groceries) is
multiplied by the whole population ; Group II. (Housing) by the total number
of housekolds ; Sections E to J (Clothing) by the proportions of the population
applicable to each ; and Sections K to N (Miscellaneous) by the total number
of households. The rvesnltant index-numbers monsure changes, therefore,
in the cost to the whole population of the commodities and services included.

The five sections into which the clothing group is divided arc somewhat -
arbitrary, but they are those adopted by the Royal Commission on the
Basic Wage (sce § 7, p. 31). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards.
The section for o boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years ; bhe section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both gexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of children aged
four years and under. .

In estimating the annual average consumption per head of food and
groceries for household purposes, small adinstments in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways, Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go into houschold use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods. Foods
of some importance, such as fresh fish, and {ruit and vegetables other than
potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen, owing to the fact that
comparable prices for a standard grade for these items cannot be obtained ;
a further difficulty arises from the seasonal character of their production
and consumption. The inclusion of such itemns, therefore, would impair
the accuracy and stability of the index, and even if accurate information
could be obtained, the index would probably not be materially affected by
their inclusion. In the original regimen certain omissions were made partly
on account of the difficulty of securing comparable prices. Some of the
joints of meat, for example, are not only insufficiently standardized,
but anomalies in price are not uncommen. In making these omisgions,
however, the appropriate total weight for meat is distributed amongst the
more standardized joints.

The estimated annual consumption per head of articles of clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements is based largely on the results of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which reported in rgzo and 1g2I.
After exhoustive inquiries the Commission established what it conaidered
a desirable * regimen " for an average working family of five persons, and
seb out the constituent items in its * Indicator List . This list, se far as
it related to the articles in question, was followed suhstantially in the original
compilation of the ““ All Items ” index, but, as old articles were deleted and
new ones substituted, appropriate modifications were introduced. In these
revisions the principle has been followed of redistributing the mass-units
in the manner most conformable to the original findings of the Commission.

The mass-units used for {uel and light are also based, indirectly, on the
findings of the Commission. Until the September quarter of 1936 flat
amounts were used for the miscellaneous items of Section N, their chief
function—apart from a slight stabilizing influence on the index-numbers—
being to vary in accordance with the Commission’s finaings the relative
heighta of the index-numbers for the severa] States. Since the date
mentioned, provision has been made to vary the amounts set down for three
of these jtems periodically, in accordance with ascertained changes.
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4. Relative Importance of the Items and Groups.—Tbe relative
importance in the grand aggregate of any item of the regimen will, of course,
change slightly with the vamation of prices. In- he—last-column—of—the—'
regimen._ '%Jo]r..Gmups..I ~(Food-and—Grocerieaj-and~TI-"(Housing)-shown—on

e_approximate _relalive_importance=of—the-itema=ifi thegsntwoe
groups. .can-be-ganged-from-the-figures-shown-for-Melbourne-for-the-December
quarter-0f-1939: The relative importance of all the groups and sections in
the “ All Ttems ” {* C " series) index for Melbourpe for .tbmme.-q‘zarter
waa as follows :— aAs-ces

Group, Section. B e S
A Groceriea . . .. 15.0
I. Food and Groceries B Dairy Produce .. - [0‘2} 0.4
C Meak . .. 11,2
11, Housing .. . D House Rent {4 snd 5 rooms) .| 23.8 =23.8
E Man .. . 82
F Woman . .. . 8.8
I11, Clothing .. - G Boy, 10} yeare .. . 1.6 2203
H Girl, 7 yeara .. .. .. 1
J Boy, 33 years a.6]
K ]I;Iouseﬁcilil ‘IJ)rapeiiry 1.3)
. L Househol jvensiie U5 Ry
IV. Miecellanioous M Fuel and Light 5.0 . ’
| N Other Miscellaneous 52.7)
1000

5. Base Periods of the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureau for ite retail price indexes was the vear IgII. When the
collection of the prices of clothing and miscellaneous items was undertaken
for the purposes of the ** All Items ” (** G ™ series) index, the month of
November, 1914, was adopted as the base period for this series. The '
degirability of computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered *
by a Conference of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from Ist.ﬁ
January, 1930, the five years 1g23-27 should be adopted as the base period.
Commencing-with-T.abour-Report<No -2 Lfor-1930=therefore;=the=retuil ||
price.indexes-have-been-published—on-this-base. The aggregate to which ;
all index-numbers are related is the weighted aggregate cost of the regimen
in the six capital cilies during the period taken as base. /- “

Index-numbers on the earlier bases mentioned will be found in previous
issues of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i) 1911 Base.—TFood and groceries; rent of all houses; and food,
groceries and rent of all houses { ** A ” sertes)—Labour Reports Nos. I to 15.*
Food and groceries; rent of 4 and 5-roomed bouses; and food, groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses { ““ B ” series)—I.abour Reports Nos. 16
to 20.

(i) 1914 Base—Food and groceries; rent of all houses; clothing;
miscellaneous ; all items of household expenditure (subsequently
retrospectively revised to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses only)—
Labour Reportas Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and §-roomed
houses ; clothing; miscellaneous; all 1tems of housebold expenditure
{ “ C” geries)—Labour Reports Nos. 17 to 20,

* These index-numbers appear 1n the Appendix to each Labour Report from Nos. té Lo z8 and alag
in the Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statigtics up to No. 155, June, ross.
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The conversion of these index-nwmbers from one base to another may be
readily effected by multiplying the index-number to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :—

Group LT R : 1915 {G) 1901 o 1925-37 1914 (4) 1933-27
! 1914 (a). tu 19rL. 1923-37. Lo t9rr. W 1923-27./to 19q{a).
Food and Groceriea .. | 0.87230 | 1.14639 | 0.55920 | 1.78800 } 0.64116 | 1.55970

Rent{4and 5 Rooma) .. | 0.04270 | 1.06068 | 0.61161 | 1.63500 | 0.64872 | 1.54150
Food, Groceries and

Rent (' B* Series) | 0.89750 | 1.11420 | 0.57785 | 1.73060 | 0.64334 | 1 55320
Clothing . .. . .. . 0.75412 | 1.32610
Miscellaneous - .. . - .- 0.74801 | 1.33530
All Ttema (% C" Seriea) .. o .. .. 0.68715 | 1.45530

(#) November.

The results obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the uait
figure. -

6. The Methods of Tabulation,—The prices (converted to pence} received
from each retailer for each item of the regimen are added together and divided
i by the number of individual prices. These averages are then multiplied

by their respective * mass units . The sum of these products for each
section or group of the regimen is then multiplied by the populaticn factor
applicable to such section or group. The aggregate so produced for any
gection, group or combination thereof for the period taken as the base of the
indexes is regarded as equal to 1,000. The index-number for any other
period is then calculated by applying to 1,000 the ratio which the aggregate
i for such period bears to the base aggrepate./ The various base periods
adopted for retail price indexes from time to time are set out in paragraph §
of this section.

7. Relative Population Weights for Towns,.—Weighted averages for any
combination of towns or States may be calculated spproximately by
multiplving the index-numbers* of the towns or States te be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the maultipliers. The population weights used in the computations of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are as follows :—

L —h

e mr_ L ea o

Relative Population Waights Used for Different Towns.

N°;fl'::th Victoris Queenaland. lSt:mtll Australls. Awum. Tosmanla,

< - = | = = o

Town. =) Town, w0 Town. = Town £ | Town. 4| Town. s

0] K k] = K] )

= = = 4 = B
Sydney .. (1235Melbourne | 9oziBrizhane soo|Adelalde 3t3|Perth, etc | 208{Hobart o
Newcastle 105/ Baillarat . 33 T'woomba 6 Kadina,ete | r(|Kalg'lieste] 17]la t 33
Rroken Bill | 27|Bendigo .. 9 Rockham'n 1 Pt, Pirie £3|Northam s{Burnie .. +
Goulhurn 15lGectonge s tTaownsville | z6lMt. Gamb'r 3| Bunbury siDevonport 5
Bathurst 10/ W 'nambool qitBundnhcrg 11|Peterbor'gh 3|Geraldion $iQuesnst'wn| 4
Toetal . [r30a] Total . [t :o;r]' tTotal .. | 392} Total .. | 344 Total . | 24! Total 106

1+ Townsville and Bupdabetiz were subatituted for Charters Towers (7} aod Warwick (7) in the ' five
towns * tabulation in the March Quarter of o3y,

* The officsal mdex-numbsca aee caleulated by operating on the * agcregaten ™ of the towna concerned,
a procadure which may produce slightly different resuits from the above.
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The weigits used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date.

The new weights given above produce results which differ ouly very
slightly from those obtained from the weights previously in use. The {atter
were based upon the Tg21 Census results, and were last published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

§ 3. The Food, Groceries and Rent (“B " Series) Index of
Retail Prices.

1. Gieneral,—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of ¢4 and 5-roomed houses, It was first compiled in respect of the year
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several
earlier years shown below, It was designed to replace the *“ A * series index
(food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was the original index first
compiled by this Burean n 1912. Owing, however, to the continued use
of the latter index by Industrial Tribunals for the purpose of adjusting
wages to variations in retail prices, the ** B ” series index never replaced the
“ A" peries in thiz connexion.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1907 to 1939.—Index
numbers computed separately for each section of the regimes, and the
weighted average for all sections together, for the capltal city of each
State are shown in the next table.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. (““B* Beries.)

The Index-numbera given in the separste sectiona of the table cannot be compared with each other 1o
order to gshow the rclative cost of housiog sand food and groceries, since ench Bection or combination hes
ita own bage, viz , the weighted aversge cost for the six capital citics taken together during the Bvo-yeacly
peniod 1923-1627 for that section or combination.

{Base of each Section: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000.}

TOWK. l tgnf‘l 191:‘| :gu.l 1921 1935‘| 1936, ‘ :931! 1938, 1939,

SECTION A.—GROCERIED,

[}
Sydney .. . sto 574 62y | 1,11% 815 859 872 ERY 04
Melbourne .. .. 461 525 56z | 1,070 824 Bz 829 833 057
Brisbane .. o 54y try o7 | 1,105 846 868 86 87 944
Adetaide . .. 510 sS4 508 | 1006 804 814 838 B3: 930
Perth .. ‘e 572 720 628 | 1,103 a52 864 906 8oy gbh
Hobart .. .. ELY; 566 o4 | 1,08% 813 840 871 874 347
Welghted Average (a) . 499 564 599 | 1.003 846 846 ass B6a o0

Sect10N B.—DAIRY PRODUCE,

Sydney - .. 551 574 656 | 1,080 288 LT Bry 8s0 A5t

elbourns ‘e .. 571 567 6351 1,087 750 773 813 a6 8ix
Rriabane .. . 495 581 538 gag 6o1 700 68 o1 793
Adelaide “ s 5438 651 | . ros | tol TS 728 77 So2 Boa
Perth . .. 700 i3 73% | 1,152 Sor 216 830 864 dro
Haobart “ ‘e shy 58y 695 | 1,00L ror [ roz 765 a2 841
Weighted Averags (a) . 163 59 654 | 1,072 758 77t o7 843 853

(g} For Six Capital Cities
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Betail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Qities—"'B ** Seriag—continued,

TowWX,

I lgo?‘l 1911,

:gu.‘ 1923, I 1935.

1937. l 1938,

—

1936. 193%
SECTION C.—MEAY,
3ydney .. . s19 501 668 960 433 881 o6 969 935
Melbourne N . 557 485 663 | 1,030 755 Bog a3y gbo uhl
Rristane . e 535 488 610 897 210 264 815 Ray Rzo
Adelalde . ‘e 5353 41 184 | ron% 8oy B1o 8%1 930 924
Perth . .. ;mg 24 | - BBI | 1,103 788 B67 83y Q26 a58
Hobhart . &6 638 280 | 1,244 840 928 064 95y 61
Weighted Average (a) 558 522 691 | 1,0t0 ro1 842 877 048 936
SEcTIONS A, B ARD ¢ COMBINED.—F00D AND GROCERIEA,
Sydoey ‘e . 523 553 646 | 1,062 Bs0 a8 134 904 030
Melbourne . .. 517 323 610 | 1,06% 84 o9 836 B8Ry 042
Brisbans .. .. 510 s6g 603 | 1014 763 291 28 838 864
Adelade . .. £32 570 679 1,066 780 he'L Ba2é 861 Sg7
Perth .. .. 670 753 738 | 1,116 821 853 1.1 8go 934
Hobart .. o 555 gz 678 | 1,133 T Bz7 830 88g 023
Welghted Avarage (o) .. 533 559 G40 | 1,064 fob 823 A51 856 a7
SECTION D.—Ho08I84 (4 AND § ROOME),
Sydney .. N 493 o1 260 o8¢ 8gr 930 gis | 1,004 | 5035
Melbourne .. .. 455 569 628 820 Eso 882 944 9315 953
Brisbane v ‘e 283 373 466 630 730 ¥66 22 Byt 851
Adelalde . 510 06 £33 Bon 756 705 833 868 588
Perth .. .. 458 524 8y 730 o2 a4 861 82 a81
Hobart . . 405 452 E11] 881 890 o8 899 913 25
Weighted Average (a) .. 497 612 662 a6z 8319 8ro 912 L.TH 965
ALL 38CTIONS CoMBINED,—F00D, GROCERIRS, AND HOVSBING.

Sydney ‘e .. 548 (1.1 687 | 1,036 853 a7 904 041 o7
Melbourne . . 4§05 539 616 e 808 835 §62 062 045
Brisbane +e ‘e 442 500 554 827 747 781 824 838 BB
Adelside . .. 5214 618 671 ors Fou 796 826 867 a1
Perth e .. 04 692 &7 98z 410 Byq 871 887 014
Hobart . saob 543 621 | 1,044 81y 856 rg 0 H a2
Welghted Average (o} .. s20 | . 578 648 992 93 ] Bad4 87z 906 939

{x) For 8ix Capital Citres.

3. Retail Price Index~-Numbers: Thirty Towns, 1935 to 1940,—The
following tables give index-numbers representing the variations in the prices
of food and groceries (41 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns at

yearly, quarterly and monthly intervals.

In addition, index-numbers

are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly variations
in house rents (4 and 5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceties

and housing.



Foon, Grocerwes axp Rewt (B " Sewies) Iypex oF Berart Prices.

Retail Price Index-Numbers (¢ B * Beries).
(Base of each Section {a) : Weighted average of Siz Cupital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

I

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Period . | 3 ) . .
= = a o D = . . B oo
=3 [ 3 L - o o g o:
| B g 2B e 2 B8 5L EEE
2| 2] 2| 3] 5354 2 | 2| 3| % (53382
% = & ] B Eazl = o -] o | EE Eap
’ FoOD ARD QROCEBIES
1935 40 860 935 82z Bz4 843 784 f1z fog rar 416 786
1936 8,8 860 049 841 838 851 Bog 839 824 fob 823 8o
1937 866 B8¢ | 100t B74 855 372 B36 857 851 By B34 B3y
1938 904 25 | 1,092 933 8ok 00g 48 882 S8 88g 8o1 &8
1939 036 65 | 1,106 941 940 942 94 939 930 945 955 44!
wagMar. Qtr.] 944 | 973 tr60 | 998 | a2 | o5t | o951 | 633 938 | o947 | 948 | oz0
June ,, 930 | 962 |12 p 901 1 938 | 636 | o4z | o4t | 9zp i 945 | 953 ] 942
Sept ., 930 | usB e8| 086 ) 936 | w3sd 032 o940 wr6| w431 o957 | o33
Dec . 940 | 008 |07 b o090 | gas | wab | w4z | 942 ] 937 | 947 | 963 | 942
1940 Mar Qe ga3 obs { Lusz 478 g2 38 a2 grd 919 018 933 922
June ,, 957 | 985 |roys |ror3 | g0 [ eb2§ usa ] 943 | o536 | 946 ) ob2 | gma
1939.
January 537 | of4 | 1,094 | o84 b 932 ] 943 | oar| or4 | o030 | 924 o044 | 930
Febroary .. [ 957 | 982 |n174 1,000 | 248 | obg | 9b2 1 030 | 047 | 9371 931 gbo
March ‘e 038 973 {1,163 | 1,002 040 046 Pl 954 046 obx 950 gbo
April o] 937 975 |16 | 995 [ 944 | 0d4a | obz | o5y | o4 | ob2| o030 [ obs
ay 924 | 057 |La44 | oo | 936 | oar | 036 | 935 | 922 | 943 | 932 936
June g28 | o53 |ro6q | oB7 | 935 o033 | ozr| o931 oza | 932 048§ gor
July 928 | w52 lueze | w72 | o33 9330 935 945 | o | 9461 962 | 936
Augusl 026 | wlo taoba | gur | o3y ] 932 f o3r)] weapt g15 ] otz | osz | gaz
September 034 | uhe | 2,005 | oo4 ] 037 | oso| o0 | o037 | 9vi | o431 | 0551 930
{ctoher G5 689 | 1,086 | 1003 9hT 955 947 Q44 933 046 Q70 947
November 933 ] b0 1070 | 096 | ogr | oa8 | o058 | 06z esz | 973 974 | o959
Decembxer q25 946 | 1,058 9re EXY 933 020 920 b 911 044 H21
:gqb
Jannary s | 953 1,046 | 073 ] w19 | 930 | 906 | 91z ]| go7 | 9oy | 9:8 | gog
Feliruacy 931 oho | t,050 a7g 9z w3h g2 azo g1 G20 932 gzt
Mareh erz | oy jros7 [ 0851 oar | o947 | 935 | 933 | 033 | 929 938 | o3y
April 63 al6 | 107) |1 ooy 0 07z QA7 4939 953 o941 953 a47
May g5z | o806 11073 |he10 | osot 933 ] o038 | oub | 057t 043 | 064 | o037
June 051 98z J1024 |1005 | usB [ 657 | ese | a4 958 | qad g70 | 58
HousING—{s AFDP 5 Rooms),
1538 Bon 8in 641 860 777 881 B30 666 G688 812 842 838
1936 g30 1 87| 653 | 8o £1 otk | 832 683 03 841 83 86g
1937 | 965 | Bao | 655 | 873 | 81 947 | 900 | 600 | rzo| 836 | 850 | 8oy
1938 L fweoy | 860 rao | Br3( Haz | gBs | 0350 Bos | rag | O35t 51 g1y
1939 1035 890 764 87l 243 | 1,015 855 7l4 731 87 21 938
1939 Mar. Qtr | 1,027 879 750 g7z 841 | 1,007 040 713 723 870 416 g3z
Jume .. |nea3 | 839 57| 870 | B39 [r004 | o34 | 713| 725 Brs | geé | g3
Sept ., |to3e | 8oy | voB | Srr | Bys | sory | 957 | yzz | ras | 878 | o024 | g0
Dee . | Lo Bz 773 Br1 848 {1,021 200 7ol 734 REN 929 D42
ryq0 Mar Qtr | toq Byg 776 Bro Bys5 | 1,022 Gy 7ol 735 Bio a3t 046
June ,. |t.o40 | Byu | 778 | 872 ] 45 o2z § 067 | vor| 734l BBa | 932! 940
Foob, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING.
1935 .e as8 853 832 815 o8 857 808 6o 766 Boz Bz6 Bos
1036 . 578 | 858 | 837 | Bsa ﬂzg 875 | 835 | 7Bo | 7r7 | 925 B2z | B3t
1937 .. f oo4f Bs8| B6g | Sr2 | 83 Bog | #62 | o4 | o8 | B3z | B4z | 8s;
1yad o aql g3 943 pod B07 037 g0z fol 417 72 Ho4 895
1939 932 9 970 42 900 969 945 849 851 a7 940 938
139 Mar. Otr.| ors | 934 jrooe] 946 [ goo | o7e | o048 ¢ 845 | 853 | 4157 034 | our
June ,, 908 | o31 | 977 94l | BoB | 064 ] 044 | 850 | Ba8 | 016 | 036 | 537
Sept ., g7o [ o3 | 9481 w3 | 8op | 066 ouo | 853 p B3| 96| 942 033
e . 057 238 | 954 gt 9oy | wr3 ]| a7 Bq8 | 353 oty | 548 [ o040
tgro Mur Qtr] 973 935 | o4z | o34 | So3z | obd{ o3b | Bza | B3| our | a3o | 29
June b | gy | os6 | o035 | wvra | 833 ] 037 | 848 BOP ) wip | 940 ] gs0

{#) Ste explapatory cote et Lop of table cn page 9.
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Betail Price Index-Nombers. (‘B ** Series.)—continued.
(Base of each Section (a) : Weighted 4verage of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
{YUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
2 y @ 73 - 2 . §

Period. s | E1E | 2 |5 |p.5] «|.% £ 2 .

S0 812 |55 (288 £ 1548 21 8 |.¢ i

= = wE sl & [SEd| < 48 |RE
-] ] -] a Ty W ) = o r=4 " ro |ewe g
= 2 gdg H Ty K T¥
2l 2128 &1 & (228 % I3kl £ | 5 |25 B2

Foab a¥D GROCERTES
1935 | 763 | 732 | Boy | Bsob) 754c| 2651 sBo | 860 | Brz | 77| Brz | 78y
1936 .. 701 761 846 8808 FB1c| 703 798 874 864 bog 838 803
1937 | 328 294 863 | gox | B6g | 835 826 | gor | orz | B45( 8ro| 83z
1938 - 83 794 | 870 | G31| 8341 846 | 861 | go7 gg? 877 | guo | 866
1939 864 | 823 | 904 | 96 a2y 82 897 973 B | 937 | 98¢ 904
1939 Mar, Qir. | 884 41 922 985 928 8oz 9o} 065 | 1,005 923 991 913
June ,, 857 | 82z | gof | 0G0 | gro | Ba6| 9 966 1 997 | 30| e77 | o9fo
Sept. ,, 8ss 1 Yz | Bor| gso| goq | 863 | BEE ] oK1 ! 997 | g25| 93z} bed
Dee. ,, 854 817 Bog 950 906 366 33 Q7% 934 957 a8y 895
1940 Mar. Qir] 874 831 918 ohr 2 SAz 8B1 a5t obs Bgs (151 a8y
June ., 383 852 w2y 977 Haz 8oz 913 Qg 995 gz 084 018
1530
Jonuaey 568 fig at4 573 gLz 876 §88 g46 983 914 543 Byy
February . 8ol 850 931 092 940 Qb qrs 978 | 1,018 929 | 1,004 92
March 887 | 843 | o221} oBo; 033 | 8os| ogre| o1 |rer3 | o027 995 | o5
April 883 50 922 ofz 934 8oz 13 7L | 1,00% 03¢ o6 924
May 8,8 | 815 ] Boy | 952 of ; 858 | Bog | o6 | 995 978 | 975 07
June 838 Boz 884 946 06 848 892 go6 091 041 97e 99
July .. 851 810 | B9z | way | BHeo d50 530 083 005 gzo0 978 | Boy
Awguzt . B5s Brg 893 943 900 8oz ARz glo | 1.00r 930 af3 8o1
September | . 860 814 893 953 0ok 867 893 abq 996 926 984 oo
Ocinber .. 73 Bz ooh 055 005 870 Bod G40 Qo o8 | 1.000 L3 4)
November . B5g 815 £3s 048 904 Hirn Ba 081 o860 976 aby ng
December .. S4n Big 906 L7t 9ot 859 878 053 oby 933 ot 835
1940.
January Bod B2a otd 059 0L4 876 872 956 951 8a7 957 8o
Febriary . 3d B2 gLy o5h g5 883 a4 ugd bt B3 9bo BBq
March o] ByF| B30 | 919 god | 926 BRE5| 48 oaf | oo | Bpy | ob3 | S0y
April 889 858 934 gl o438 f93 goo 061 ag% 010 933 9ob
Mav ‘e L1:F Bso 914G odz 935 g2 510 q00 991 932 o0 24
June Bry | 8ar | ozo| 967 | w922 | BR3F wro | 977 p o900 | 035 ] o085 | 95
HomaINg—(4 AND 5 RooME)
1935 720 [ 746 | 596 | 330B| G45¢l oy | 736 373 Gx5 | 626 | 663+ 719
1016 766 298 Go8 s10b| éz22e] 748 705 381 639 L¥L] 721 77z
1937 fzz 840 728 Sa44 575 810 832 371 655 685 737 S0
1oad . By 834 ‘?g 3| Bi7 | Ga2b; H2B 468 46 ] 650 G685 730 B33
1939 . B54 | 847 | 753 | 86 640 | H#40 | 888 B8 | 7i0 | G6BG | 753 | 862
1935 Mar. Qtr. | 8s2 &48 753 B6o 638 Ban 884 1488 70i 448 747 Asy
June |, 8513 836 753 861 638 30 888 188 704 6835 748 861
sept L, 855 851 753 qar 642 Hy7 Bgo 348 HT (-1 753 863
Dec. ,, 855 851 754 861 Gy2 By1 .18 4 384 719 &27 F] f6s
1940 Mar. Qtr] &8ss 850 754 B2 7] Bgr 8gz 187 716 687 FET] Rby
June |, 857 | B850 [ 75| 8617 643 | 8as | Sox | 387 | 76| 690 | 774 | 266
FooD, GROCERIES 4ND HOTEING.

1935 | a7z 7aw ] F3o | y36bl by zas | 764 | 694 | 746l 7230 P59 | 76
1936 ol o#8r ] ozrs | ozse | vaxb| zrie| ez zeb | 630 | rrs | nas| o3|
1537 ve B2y 810 Bob 877 752 EEY 826 6031 19 780 816 8a1
1918 . Bgs Boé B2 Qoo 281 Ba7 Bz 702 A38 Bol 336 B5%
1939 .. 858 | 830 843 | 920 | 804 B58 | 8% 743 8821 838 | 890 | 885
1929 Mar Qtr.| 870 Baz Bsg 934 813 869 Ba6 738 884 230 887 88
June |, 853 826 841 arg foz2 853 g5 740 831 844 a6 889
Sept. |, 852 Bz5 836 g3 Boer 853 B8y 748 383 430 #o0 £51
Dee ., 855 823 #40 I3 Bor fss B&r 745 &r8 446 Bas 882
1940 Mar, Qtr.] S6s 846 85z 920 11 By 533 72 865 12 886 877
June ,, in Byg Ax3 g2y Bry b7t 503 7o R3y A3 GO0 Bgh

(4) Bee note at top of table on page 9.

(&) {harters Towers.

{2] Warwick.
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Retail Price Inder-Numbers. (** B »* Seriegj-—continued,
(Bese of each Section (8) : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.}
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. g 18
=g b
o -
Tetiod $ ; 5 ﬂ' g §§ 2
131 - . . .
=] 6} pY E |Bg % € | 2 |3sf| 5= |2Es
g | ] s |E¥ = 3 v g 2 |Exg| E= |E2w
£ 8| 2|23 (%8| 2|51 E1%8|%2 w28l 53 |58E
o & ~ : o K- T [
& w = 2 s lgagl = A E 2 & Iz z&| £2 1323
Fool 4¥P CGROCERIES,
193% . fz1 977 B52 B50 | 846 B34 »92 289 830 | 8o8 5 797 | 806 | 810
19350 e 853 oo | Bo8 | B66 | w10 | BBG | Bzy | Bob | aas 831 95 824 | B25 )| 828
1937 . §E1 {1,012 gz 291 o061 8oz 8o 1132 go2 851 927 Sro 851 a4
1938 . #99 |[1.04 935 | 918 | a2s ar: 8¥e | 83¢ | gib o8 75 33 886 | 490
1939 838 11,09 972 | Y967 | A47 ! 951 923 | 914 41 33 | 1,018 ] 02 927 | 931
ig3e Mar. Qir.| o931 | 1,092 966 950 | 047 G944 o913 913 932 926 | 1,002 ¢18 a3s 930
June ,, 950 j1.003 | o821 o771 o955 | ob2| o021 | 16| o930 | 938 | i024 | 24 ] 23] 929
Beph. ., usg | 1,098 979 974 o452 g5y 916 908 oo 930 {1,017 919 010 913
Bee g2 [ 1.084 gho ofil 433 919 941 oi7 g51 ugo | 1,018 37 LES 230
1gqo Mar Qer. | vze [to72 | o5 oas | o3| oaz| 918 ] o7 | o030 | 939 [towe] gigf 97 g1
dune osh |1 o8| 981 | 975 | ggr | 9b6 | 935 | o932 | 045 945 f1023 ] 938 ) ogs | o097
1039
Januvary 910 | 1,077 449 32 9354 924 903 905 arg 913 [ L0601 o8 azi 915
February 040 | 1,108 g7 1 47 452 953 QL7 521 992 941 | Lot6 91} 947 950
March »o F gaz f1e01 | 978 1 971 ) 955 ] 934 | o9z0 o1z | o038 25 Jnozo | orz| 938 ) 943
Aprii ob1 |1,104 o901 83 962 973 922 LI 941 037 | 1,028 825 939 43
May gaq4 11,089 | oB4 | o78 | o522 | o056 | g25| @iz | o040 | 937 (nrowz| g27 | oto | o4
June 945 | 1,093 971 97a 951 952 917 913 937 934 [ 1,031 g1 918 9i0
July 045 | 1.002 077 iz 953 957 ¥ G910 433 030 | 1,021 (18] BFd 23
Aupgst 047 | 1102 oHI Grs 958 pho oLy 0% 92 030 | L.o18 (354 913 Q22
Keptember 94 | 5100 073 974 048 954 g0 woq a4 g3l | 1ot g1 [ EF [: -]
(hetobwr pa7 | 1110 a80 ol as5h 171 G4 nrd 953 235 | 1,056 937 3 940
Kovember . 019 | 1,076 | 954 i1 926 | 632 944 g2 §61 938 (1018 ] ogs0 | o032 935
Necember L, 9LL | 1.007 X G54 H17 LR 937 ETH w3l 940 | Lo17 013 Q12 Qif
1040 .
Jdanuary gI3 | 10605 G458 941 oz 925 913 fo7 a2y 0y | 1,003 q12 o8 L1 §
Februaty org |1orq | @52 | 9ag | 924 (" 932 ] 924 wio| gi0 | a27 [vooy ]| g3 9i7| 9o
March gz | 1075 | 954 | 94b | 023} 03¢ ] 9t8 | a13] o35 | a3y jrerS| g2 | 97| 930
Aprit 958 [rolo | o7 ) ofe | 930 962 f 9321 433| a4z | 940 ftozar 93b [ gas | 948
May g54 | 1001 0923 9iI sz 065 936 a3z g6 a41 | 1026 g38 a4e 917
June o61 (1095 | o8% | whr | osr| o7z | 9387 o33z | o33 | 953 |tw026 | oat | o4a | waz
HoraiNg—{s AND 3 Roous)
103% . a2 | [,050 767 810 940 813 8g0 778 6ol 736 740 A6 S30 818
1936 B4 2,274 794 836 j1010 | Biz 408 811 750 %26 | 755 858 875 | 866
1937 861 1,300 Bio 083 | 1,064 13 890 826 816 723 708 861r $12 8g7
1938 B72 1.319 Arg | 004 | 2055 1 our | o1 | 838 0 S0 bef | FBE 4 B2 942 ] g28
1939 8l [1.388 | 886 | 1,005 ;1,064 | HO| 925 | 851 836 | 763 | 806 | 887 | 965 | W47
193¢ Mar, Ggtr 1 878 |1,317 885 (1,003 [1e58 | o6 ] 920 &47 | En1 757 | 8oz 882 959 a4l
June ,, §51 2,321 386 | 1,000 | 7,066 919 o24 44 830 763 8oz 855 9tz g6
Sept. ., 381 | L7 886 | 1,008 [T.06% 920 Q17 553 E3s 65 S03 Blg 967 959
e, Biz | 1.317 BE7 | 1007 | 1065 g0 Y30 Rgs L Fhr Blq B2 gfin 431
1940 Mar, Qir] 883 15,314 | B88 | 1,005 1,065 921 932 R55 850 767 | Bre | 893 ] o7 953
Jirne 88x {1.310 Sg0 ( Luog | 1067 9z0 0932 A5 5438 rer Brz E93 yrz a54
FooD, GROCERIES uND HOLRING,
1935 s 810 | 1003 821 816 879 826 827 735 l 785 FiEY 841 Br1 818 E-113
‘1936 . 849 | 1.064 858 873 045 S6r §so oz 510 T B4y 835 844 841
1937 871 | 0,126 | Boa | o294 9oo| Bou§ 8rg | By3 g BG6 | 82q4 | Bpg | Bos | E7: | B6g
1938 g7 11,152 11 945 474 gog Biy1 BGZ Ao 540 300 B4z ' 902
19, M4 LIT8 36 1 079 ; e8| 83 922 ; §8¢ | 898 | 865 327 %g ] 93ae ] 935
1939 Mar. Qur.| o908 | 1,055 | 931 [ 968 | oBE | 931 | ous | BBs | Bgo | 858 ] 9291 ogo2 | cuz | g38
Fune . gzt | 1,141 912 ofs 906 943 920 8§38 305 566 036 007 938 a34
Sept ., gt | a8z 940 L1 295 G40 q18 838y o7 864 a3t 405 36 033
e, 907 (173 | w20 | gBoy oSz | orof 935 SBgr | oog | S7o| 935 ({ iyl auar{ 936
1940 Mar QLr| go3 | 1386 024 ohé 276 926 gz2 885 anz7 iy 0ar a7 416 931
June | f25 | 1275 043 | eBa | oRB ] ay6 | 932 ] 900 | gos | Bral a3zg | oro] o3| 048

(0} Bee note st top of table oo page o



L4 THE AL Ttems (**C " Series) [épex ofF Revawn Prices.

§4. The All Items (“C” Series) Index of Retail Prices.

L.Generdl—This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneons household requirements,
and for convenience of reference has been designated the “ AN Ttems ™
(¢ " series) index. Tt has become more important iv recent years because

e

Vof its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from 1st May, 1934,
! for the adjustment of wages controiled by that Court. It is used at present
i as the basis of the “ Court” series of index-nvmbers adopted from July,
! 1937, by the same Court.
i The compilation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following

a recommendation of the j}'al Commission on the Basic Wage, which
| reported in 1920 and 1921 A short account of its inquiries and findings
" is contained in section 7 of<his chapter. The Commission itself had collected
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to xg20
inclusive. In consequence, the DBureau commenced its own more
comprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from
November, 1921, and continued them at quarterly intervals thereafter.

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities, 1914 to 1920.—The
table published on page 24 gives index-numbers representing the variations in
the prices, in each capital city, of (i) food and groceries, (i) howsing (4 and 5
qooms), {iit} food, groceries and honsing combined, (iv) clothing, (v)
miscellapeous household requirements, and (vi) all items of household
consumption combined, in the years 1914 to 1g2o inclusive, The index-
numbers for the clothing and miscellaneous groups for these years were
compiled from data collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to
June Quarier 1940,—The following tables give index-numbers representing
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i) food
aud groceries, (ii) housing, (i} food, groceries and housing combined,
(iv) clothing, (v) miscellaneous requirements, and (vi} all items of household
consumption combined,

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (*‘ € ** Series.)
{Base : Weighlod average of Sixz Capital Cities, 1923.27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA.

Porlod. s | B g | u fw. - . g |w..
I3 - et o 3 L) . =] e s -1 o § - e'
b o = = ] &b, El o =3 —'&—
121 2| £ |2 15e®)| 2 | 243 | & |5 |BEB
v | 2 2 H (224 = ] g g | 4 g 2%
& | = & ¢ x| = & & S | BE [gab

Nav. 1914 {0) 618 v .. . .. (3¢ .. ‘e .. .. ..
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Yonr 1934 .. 25 B34 ary 815 8oz 827 748 774 283 760 783 78
» 1935 .. Bya 860 935 S22 Bz4 34 784 L1¥3 8cg 207 816 785
W [azs . 848 B 949 73] 838 851 Sog 830 Bz4 806 823 810
. 1937 . 868 880 | 1,001 8rg 8s% 8rz 836 x5 851 854 34 81y
. 1938 .. | 961 925 | 1,052 933 898 909 R84 88z 880 Bin 801 88y

. 1930 ..o | 936 | 963 {1106 | o9t 940 042 942 | 030 | Ha0 | 946 | 55 94z
ta3q Mar Qtr, 944 | 973 | 1160 998 042 LY 951 933 | 938 | 947 | o04f 450
o June 030 | 962 | 1,121 931 938 936 942 { %41 | 920 | 45| 053 7 032
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1940 Mar Qtr. [ 933 | ofr 1052 | 973 | 923 938 922 g3 [ o0 g18 | 933 £
L dune asy ofs | i.0rs | IO afo oz LYY 0az 05 oafi iz %L

{a) For index-numbers for Capital Citfea, November, 1014 to 1920, nee page 34.
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Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (*’’ Seties)—continued.
{Base: Weighted average of Stz Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.)
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
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o
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sE(88| 21 3l 2lzan 21 Sl £) 5| B|5e| 53 |git
= _ L o a = = = B g | &= B -‘-"'l—ﬁ
EEE BCE ) = 8| &% ] = @ = | 2 Bx L3 |
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w1935 .. | 8ax 977 852 Bso| 46 834 79z 78g| B30 80B[ gos| 7o7| 806 | &i0
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{a} For lndex-numbers for Capital Citles, November 1914 to 1920, see page 24.

{¢y Warwick,

% Chatters Towers



1% Tur Aun Items {(“C7 Sertes) NpEx o Rera Prroes.
Housing (4 and § rooms)—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (‘€ " Beries.)
{Bose : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923.27 = 1,000.)
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Hw

(a8} Por lodex-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, B¢t page 24

(b} Charters Towors.



Tug Arn ITeEms {*C” Series) INpEX oF RETalL PRICES. 15
Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Retail Price Index-
Numbers, (“B (d) and “C” Series.}
{Base : Weighied Average of Siz Capital Ciliss, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Pezlod. < = . 3
k] = & 4 |2 8 X . & .
. = 11 [ -3 & T
El Bl s 2| Eisk 2B 2 85 |2E
v b g 2 2 g4l 3 = ] E 3 | 5e3
gl 2| e &leax 2] &) & & |E8|EaF
Nov, 1914 {a) 450 . e .. - . 613 . - - . v
w o I93F .. | 977 D4q | B25 | paé ) Brs5| o6s Bo3 | 260 | o | 844 | 855 | B6s
Year 1934 .. 80 | B1b 318 1y 294 838 760 730 738 753 789 766
- 1935 .. 58 B53 Baz 833 808 857 BoB 760 66 boz LE1 So%
w3936 L. 878 | Bsk 837 854 H2g 75 835 780 soy | Bas Bay 831
. 1937 .. G04 858 260 8r: 838 &go 86z 704 708 | 833 841 857
» 1038 .. o4l 898 g48 pod B&y 937 GO 8a8 81y 87z 898 895
w1939 .| 97R | 34| gro | 942 | gooy abg (] 045 | Rag | 851 917 | os0 | gad
1939 Mar, Qir. | o974 | 934 (1,000 | 46} goo | o7F )| 948 | 845 | 83| 915 | 934 | o1
w June ', | 0681 sat| oyy| o941 8081 964 ) o04q | 8so | 848 016 | 936 937
»  Hept gro | 922 { 048 | 239 | 300 66 || guo Bsg 8431 916} 942 @33
wo Dee, 677 038 954 ol Gy ar3 047 84 Bs% 919 918 G40
tgqo Mar QU | 9731 03%| 942 | 934 | Boz | o6f || o361 B33 45| go1 | 930 | o2
W e o881 o401 36 ) oss| 913 ] aBall a3z | S48 | 67| o101 gun! os0
QUEENSLAND. S0UTH AUSTRALIA.
- . . : =
Parlod. i = ® T 8 8
P’ ] d = & §‘;u © ;2 B - g 3
5 i & ¢
AREPIRAERL ERFHEREINE
3 & ] oo . BRF 7 s P
| &ic2l & | 4|23 3 (355 & |88 |88 {823
Nov. 1914 tal 560 .. . .. .. .. (1] . ‘e .. . Y-
w1921 840 § 271 | 779 | Bzob Fo4c] B2g f Bod3 | Bun | Byg i 7o | 844 | 833
Year 1934 .. 713 105 765 | 7ozl Gp4el 12 142 80 725 | jor P T ]
w QA5 .. | 747 | 737 | 730 | 7365 7Ib¢| 7af 264 | 634 | 6| F23 | 750 [ v62
w1936 .. 781 774 757 va1d| Farep 277 746 fit: 775 745 791 791
w 193F . B2y Sro Rol 87y 752 82 fizb 692 f11 780 816 | Bz1
w1933 . 838 8ab B23 oo 781 837 86z yo3 838 8o1 836 Bss
e L 858 830 B4) 920 S04 5B 891 743 882 838 #go0 Rus
1939 Mar, Qir. 870 842 854 934 813 Bhg 256 738 884 830 857 889
" une ,, 853 826 841 gIgQ fo2 853 803 o | 881 844 886 | B8y
w Sept. B53 825 836 | ot3 8oo | EBs3 837 748 885 | B30 ggo | 881
W Do 858 828 By | 013 fio1 855 487 745 878 | Byb Bgs 882
1940 Mar Qtr. Ris 836 852 920 L3¢ 864 83 =1 865 Bz BB& 827
June .. et Bay Asf 920 817 b7 003 740 B84 B3 q00 foh
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, £ .18
gg |8
i s= 15
§ < g g | 2812
Perlod, 1 = i . : ; H E -
EI2E s || 8| Ll E| 5|28 38 3¢g
@z §£ el 8|S |21 8lelel| g |25 2% 85s
AR R AR R AR RN N e S
R AR A AR R E R AR AR
Nov, tg14 (4) 680 .. N - Ve . L1 N N . s . Gid ..
P 173 916! o8| 858 907 9g4az{ o18|| ort| 838 Sig| 656[ Brri orrl 924 907
Yeor 193¢ .. | Bo2f oss5| Bas| Bzop 855 Bro|| Brq| 766 ras] 54 80| o4 T2
W 1D35 .. f10{ 7,003 22| Bab Brgl 8261 8y 85| 831 #83] B43| 83v| 818 | 816
R T . Squf voo6a] 858 873] 45| 867 S=8] Bor| Sio] 7oo| f44| 835 B4 840
w 1937 .. 871\ a6 Boo| o024 ooo| Bog|l Brm S43) Bes| B2yl 874| 2650 BIZ | BED
w1938 .. 884 1,153 orr| o945 o74| oog|| Bg1| @671 98| B46) goo| 8B2| 906 | SO
w1930 .| evsfrarE uwa6l ozo| gpo| 036 g22| B8 HoB| B6s; o033| so08| 839 | 935
1939 Mar, Qtr. 0Bl 1,177 93x| o68| 488 asi|] or4] 585! Bgo| 858 ozo] goz M2 938
w June g1l a8l ng2 oB4] 06 g43|| ool B8RS Sos| 865 936 g0y 938 | B
o Seph. 418/ 1,181 940! 08s5] o055 a40|| 018 484] Bo7| 864} a9z1| o003 836 232
w oo go¥| 1,173 00| ofo] ofizl og20n 35| 8o1| o909 Sro| 936 oryl 941 936
1440 Mar, Gir Qo3 1,168 24 anh| grH oz4)| ozz| ¥8s| Box 8BSy az1| gor! 836 43
» dJune oz5] 117 wea| oRel o8B 046|| 932f woo| gos| Sr3| o030 orel 953 | 48
() For indax-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 t0 1920, Ree e T4 4y Chardera Towars.

{¢) Warwick.

(i) Tha index-numbera in this table are the saame as

ose of the( “B" Saries (p. 9k
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Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers, (* (€ Series.)
{Base : Weighted average of Sixz Capital Chties, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
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oo Bepb. . 916] Bsg. Ba6| Siof Syo| Ha8|| Bsz2) 843 830 B3pl Hsol 8so| 836 | 837
o Deg. 840 8063 Ba8] Ss52| 85y Byzll 807 Boo| Bsy] 2sq| B6y] 867 858 859
1940 Mar. Qtr B53| 860 S50 B63) 86z 8sq| 888 Bo3| 583 80| 835 88y 888 ; 8B4
- June 7, 913 o54| o024| 931 923 o1z os0| 949| 930 9=f 923| 9ar 036 | 036

(s} For index.numbers for Capital Clties, November 1914 to 1930, 820 page 24. {) Charters Towars.
(e} Warwick.
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Miscellaneons.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (€ ** Seri¢s,)
{Base : Weighted Average of Stz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
NEW S0OUTH WALES, VICTORIA.
Pariod, § ﬁ d < lgs £ . R g 9.,
i a 5 -3 5 5 & 2ud4
LB R 2205l 2 E 5| flEs|a
= d K] =3 5%
gl s & 8| & === & A 8| 8 155 g2F
Rov. 1914 {9 766 o . . ‘e . 718 - . .. .o .
w 1921 .. 10w 935 |1.102 951 o989 | 1,011 || 1,028 056 | 1,003 | 1,033 Bc | 1,018
Year 1034 .. | 975 | 921 o881 Bar | BGy | 96y || or4 | Br7| god | 8o | M35 | en1
w1935 .. 926 | 93> 964 468 867 9o 0232 880 | g2z 873 851 or8
w 1936 .. | 949 | oo |s007 | BBy [ BBr | o5 || 947 | 9581 o7y | ea7 | ¢22 | 948
e 1037 .. 939l Boy |robr | gor | goa| a37 )] o078 |1,006 |01 ;095 | 953 | o680
o 1938 .. 936 | g03 (1083 gog | 89z | 9351 982 (1006 {1012 | 494 | 954 | 983
1039 yio | 001 [1048 | goB | 888 [ 938 | o977 | 990 frooq | ¢Bo ! 95y 978
1930 Mar, Qtr. | 937 [ 896 {1046 | 906 | 886 | o935 || o7B | oBs |reor | oys ) 047 | 979
w June ,, | 039 | B8990 |1048 ! go8 | 887 | 637 | o74 | 988 11003 | 077 | 49| 978
o Bepk 030 | Bog {1,098 | oo8 | BBr| gaz || 974 | 90z lio00a | o070 | 950y 975
w lec 943§ 904 {1,050 [ 910 | 8931 942 )| o83 | o005 iro10 | udr| 058 | 9fy
1g40 Mar, Qtr 040 919 {1,072 418 ua3 gi8 038 | 1,000 {1,021 a0y g75 gou
. duane 185 G50 [ 1,00§ 042 G437 98¢ I'r oot {lorg i Lo3! {Looy 978 {1,007
QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
+ -
.g o =3 o = .
Pariod. : = =l . a - ) e .
e | § % =4 2|3 | $ 1428 E £ 4%
AR IR AR R R i
= = ; L]
Fl & |22 & | & |[Bz5]| I |dap| & | 28| &2 [B<a
Nov. 1914 (8) =8 .. .. ‘e . v 770 . .. .. e .
- TgIr .. 914 953 |00 | 10000 88| gsB |13y |1,065 | 1,065 |1,032 | 1,000 |F.038
Year 1934 .. | goo} gor | Be6 | 967 Bowe] goo|l 96| 937 | 944 | 949 | 938 | 97
w 1935 .. | 904 ] go9 | 872 |nonsb| o2ge] gos Il 973 | sur | esr| 937 | 968 | pbo
w 1936 .1 opry o ogeg | o020 |1067h n03c] 922 )| 993 | 978 | o036 | o7o | 1,003 | o002
w Fo3? .. 941 od8 q69 | 1,000 | 1,007 0%z |} 1,022 gBI 995 | I,013 | 1,015 | 1,020
w193l . 47 990 g71 | 1,000 |1,0C1 957 || 1,023 991 {1,001 |T,0L7 |I,01T |L021
w1935 | 955 | 983 | ubp | op6 | so2 | p62 o2z | ofa [ o099 [for7 | agg |Lode
1939 Mar. Qbr. | o951 | 981 963 996 | 98 | o058 |[1,019 | 086 | 993 [no13 | o993 |r.016
w June , 055 | 989 | 96 9935 | 993 | obz |Jteze [ o83 | 008 |1014 | 997 |3,018
. Seph. ., 255 @79 a6y 995 592 bz || r.ezo o987 w7 | To15 999 | 1037
oo bee 96o 482 977 099G g ofi || 1,027 204 | Lo0b 1003 goy | Loz
tg40 Mar, Qir obz ofn glz 11,008 oby grz |{ 1,038 (1,007 [1,010 | 1,035 | 1000 | 1038
o dume gry [ 1,002 pgh | 1,023 | 1,000 234 | 1,059 [1,013 (1,028 | 10850 | 1,010 |L.Oy7
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TASMANIA, E’g g
- =3
N - =
] R - d - g : io <
Period. w2 - oy 3 Elg Blew
CEIE ] AR AR AR SEg
& BEREI R AR AR RE AR R IR
= B @Y E] B -3 B T =
g& BlE|Blgisx|S|3]2ta]|5|8%] 83 83
Nov, 1914 (0) 780 .. v .. .. .. 6o9| .. . .. .. o | T49 ..
w1925 .. [Lozg| 1,030 1,016] ord Lioa| 1020/ o932 985 guxl 9boi os59| 92| 1,O10 {1,009
Year 1934 .. 042/ ob61] ooz| Boy! o066 o042l 55| 864] B2s| B23] Bos| Bsy 938
w 1935 ..t 022 975 935 9o9; 972 93y)| Bso| B6a| o3| Sax| B4l Bxysp 946 | 941
w 1936 L. | o0az| ooo| g(G6 goblreezl 437 883 ooBl 839 8Bs0| B4r| B887] 947 | 948
w 1937 .. | 546 o7i] 953 oo3| 1,088 9s0ll o390 o4y 869 8Br6[ Bsq| o9aa] 960 | 96I
w 1938 .. | o4o 968 o933 gvginess) os1fl o33| oso| 866] B6r| Bq3{ 27| 961 | 962
o« 1939 .. p 954 974 94B| gizjresd osofl o3b| a7 S74| B3| RBI| o03s| D62 | 962
1030 Mar, Qtr, 52| o7z 46| o10lr0550 935l o2e| o34 86| Syl B73r ozl 960 | 960
» June ,, 053 973 o947 oiojn0z8 osafl o3g] 948 8ro| 835) B8zl ¢3s] UGl | 960
o Sept. |, a53| ors| o948 oiz{ro28 ossll o40; gso| 8r6| &85 d3z; gz6l 9E61 861
o Do o, o7t 976 019] 916|1.024) osglf os5] 054 878 88e| BY7| 040l 967 | 067
1940 Mar, Qtr. ot o¥y| 9% 29| 1 028 068} osBl abo] 8ozl BE7; ans] asi| 973 | 974
osell o71| o68| gor 894; ars] guz| 097 | 897

»  Juane 086 l.oofq 978 42| 1052

¢a) For index-pumbers for Capltal Clties, November 1914 to 1920, 5ee pags 24. {b) Charters Towers

(¢} Warwick,
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TRE At ITEMS (*C” SEriES) IxpEx o REVAIL PRICES.

All Htems of Houschold Expenditure.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (** € * Series.)
{Base : Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. N VICTORIA,
Patlod. = ES ] - |" . g ; . ] o .
. = - @ Qo - - -] '™ = oW
£ a = = =1 3 a E= - gy
e 3|5 ) E| e 35 &) E AL 5E
g | 2122 5|58 5| 5| 3| ¢ |53 358
Pl 2 & |8 Blezel 2] & & & [£2 X
Nov. 1574 (0 713 .. .. ‘e .. ‘s 67 . . . ..
W 1421 .. |T,046 [ L04T 475 | 1,033 Y47 [ 1042 | L,00) 991 (1,007 | 1,019 | 034 | 1,003
Year 1934 .. 842 Ba4 819 852 8ar 841 o1 781 1174 782 816 801
w9385 . Bsz 856 g 8éo 814 352 B2y 803 Bzo Bz4 850 .FY]
w 1936 B66 853 | B48 By B33 863 Bi1g 8:0 LEY S48 | Bst 843
w I93? .. 8Bg | Bag | 393 67 842 845 868 839 840 Bsy | Eeb 866
. 1938 L3 877 | 940 893 86c | art 856 Bs5c | 833 834 8oz 503
OO LT T 936 | oo 955 | w16 88y | o933 24 87y | 875 gLy oLl 920
tg39 Mar, Qtr. G34 808 970 g16 8§80 | w032 023 869 873 oy [ gtz 919
w Jube g3z | BoB | aso } 915 | 880 | oz 92| 872! 870l goa| gsui | o7
W Sepk g3 | S| o043 b wre | H8L G gse || S1d | Brsy HBOH | oo | i3] e1s
w o Dee 933 | 910 | o4 | s17 | Sgo| 9o | o3z | 87y | 837 | o1y] 838 | 0k
tgqo Mar Qbr | oqb | i oS¢ | 92t | S94 | 943 8 93¢ 3¥2{ 839 or5{ o3t | 9j0
.. June 970 gL ofa a6 pid 1] i3 00§ i N30 051 )55
QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
o . N . -
= 3 g K] -
Pertod. : =2 . = . . .
g 51,5 3|2 (Zsa) 8 |gdB 2| (.8 |3
= E oG a = meg ¥ |238; T 2142 |BE .
2 5 7} . 8 §a °
= s 1384 8 E |= ?-’g 5 (a38| 5 | sZ | i
& & |22 & @ |k < |HERE| & | 56 |d3 |Few
Ror. o1y {a} 611 .. . .. i .. 699 . . .. .
w 192r .| p23 | 949 | 0¥z |L0338) o94c] 941 || oBo | 098 [1,025 |1020 | 948 | 092
Year 1934 .. 262 | 795 759 | 75901 rbre| 764 Bog | 758 778 Boo | B3z 8oq
w 1035 .. 280 | 785 776 | 7Bob| 7bgc| vlo fz0 763 289 Soy B33 87
W  I036 8oy Boz So2 Lrod{ yrost So01 810 P 8r3 B3 813 83
w 1937 .. 1 837 840 B840 | 883 | Bog [ Byo || Bs 760 | Ba4 | Bao | Bsx | Bss
. 1938 852 B4z 853 goz By 854 88 786 868 840 13 B83
w5030 . 870 BB a7 918 337 &5 66 dro Bgh 72 807 Q02
130 Mar. Qtr. | 8p4 | 863 | B7r| o3| 840 | 873 ook | Bob | Bas | 867 | Ho6 | ooy
. June 866 | Bss | 865 | g5 | Bes | Boz || 908 | BoB | Boq | Brs| 895 4
W Seph 866 853 Rl 912 343 367 00 g1z 8oz Z60 Byt g
W bee f74 Y6z drz | 9n 851 876 G §14 3ab 880 ] 900 a0z
taqn Mar, Qer, 887 &7y B3z 032 8ho 838 a1z Bn 394 386 nol 9oy
o June oo | %ac ) gool oart $73 | 0oz o1s | 526 1 wrg ! 8870 o013l gz9
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. = g o
a2
[ . £5 |8
Period < [ % g | Bt 4|9z |4
‘ AHEHHE P IR IR 1
. = . [ = - =
13 |% ‘;1 § Bl 21 8 £ g 2 |Bs|gs Sc8
U =1 3 % [
Sl18l2 | & |3lek{a|&]|&| Bl & |e3|28 232
Fov. toratay | 707 .. | .. 0 oop oo | esr .. SN R (RO R - &
W 1027 1,008) 1,048 1.0301 1,043 1,056] 1,020 1,070| 1,067| 1,003; 904 l.o;:' o57 LOI3 1,013
Year 1934 .. | 830 o7s| 828! Ba3) 866[ Be2]l 837 528 280l rax Bré' Byl B2 | @16
e 1035 L. 834 1,011 Bag 865 BBG| 648 Ba9| 834l 7oz| Bor] 87z Bar] 832 | 831
N 1T L . 56| 1,027 860} 380 o33 3yo|| 86e; Bao| Biy| Bog| 8s0, Sto| 850 A48
o 10A7 L. B86g| 1,0307 8Bgo] Ba7| 9grof BR4|| Bys| B35 Ss54) 8331 857 B6S| 87| 8V
. 1938 882 1,048 900 gr4l as7| Sor| 8Byl Bra; BEs| 848 Bys| Sref 897 | 9§94
- 1939 901\ 1,066 @15 a6l o065 o1}l aed] Ss8F prgl 301l go3l B3] D20 w7
1939 Mar. Qtr. | 806 1,064 o1n; 928] o067 gryl gor] BBl Azal 855 BoBj Boz| 919 | 916
W dune 04 1,067 o18] o037 o088 18| ooy 03B B2z 861 ogo5] Bz T | 915
. Sapt 04 1,060 95 o3y 60l aif]] oos[ 886 Ry¥l 860l oer dob| 916 | 914
w Dee S09{1,065] o913 939 oso owi|] org| BSos| B3¢ 867 o8| gqod| 926 | 923
tgyo Mar Qtr goz{ 1,064 91-‘i o3s| 958 916 g18) %93 Sgoi &6n| ots| oool 9301 927
- dune |, 932( 1,092 943! ooy ofy ausl] 038 an goy| 886 g0l o 954 951

(2 Por index-numbera for Capital Cities, November 1914 to In30, wes p, 24,

() Warwick,

(b} Chortere Towers,
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Betail Price Index-Numbers, (“C *’ Series.) Al Items of Household Consumption.
Relative Cost of Each Group of Items.
{Base : Weighted Average Cost of AU Groups in each Town = 1,000}

1938, £939.
= =
g 2 ]
Towu 2 g e g B o
e = . 2 23| & . $ =3
it \Eo| 2| 2| BEEen| B 2] 5
=8 1 '8E = 2 |g23 g | g2 = F |88
E2 | B2 | E £ 252/ %2 155 % g 1238
= | =X | T F |Fae| £SOz = 2 |edR
Now South Walsa—
Sydney .. 356 | 234 | 2ol 180 |1,000 | 300 | 235 g | 156 | 000
Kewcaatle ' sdo | 227 | zo3| 100 |3,000 356 | 228} zor| 1Bs{rooe
Droken Hill .. . a8 | 1Bo v ro5 | 207 |1000 | 418 | x84 | 105 | 203 [r000
Goultairn .. 377 226 209 188 [ 1,000 390 220 206 184 | Looo
Dathurst 376 221 211 192 1,000 183 221 o210 134 | Iooc
Weighted Average, 5 Towns| 3359 251 200 Tgo | 1,000 36_’; 252 148 157 | r,000
Victoria— !
Melbourne i .. 355 24t 201 203 | 1,000 368 230 197 106 | 1,000
Ballarat . o ar4 16g 218 2tg | 1,000 387 180 214 210 | 1,000
Bendigo .. . 375 192 214 219 | 1,000 343 Ethg 210 213 | 1,000
Geelong .. . 36z | az3 | 207 | 208 |100e | 355 | 222 =204 | 199 {1000
Warraambool | .| ko) 236 =205 | 199 |1000 | 355 zaz| 201} 152 |00
Weighted Average, s Towns| 337 { =37 | 20z | 204 11,000 | 368 | 233 | 19y | 197 | 1,000
Qussnsiand— .
Linsbane ‘e .. 354 228 12 208 | 1,000 asz 227 13 203 | 1,000
. Toowgomba .. 340 227 zth 217 | 1,000 345 zz8 215 212 | 1,000
Rockhampton .. . 370 201 2t7 z11 | t,000 375 201 z1b 206 | T.000
Townaviile .. . 372 220 03 205 {1,000 377 217 209 201 | Looc
Bundaberg 383 174 220 | zzy {1,000 387 175 231 217 | 1,000
Welghted Average, s Towns]) 337 224 a2 207 | 1000 301 222 213 204 | L0GO
South Australla—
Adelaide e .. 349 226 2Lz 213 | 1,000 257 226 208 209 | 1000
HEadina, cte. .. . 417 111 | 237 233 | 1,000 437 171 231 220 | 1,000
Port Plrke .. 384 183 215 213 | 1,000 401 183 210 206 | 1.0ae
Mount Gambiler . 372 187 219 222 | 1,000 387 182 215 216 | 1000
Peterborongh .. .. 373 197 215 215 | I,000 309 194 207 205 | 1,000
Weighted Average, 5 Towns| 353 220 213 234 | 1000 k1 221 208 210 | 1,000
Waestern Australla—
erth, ste. .. . 367 | 229 | 205 | 100 |T,000 | 375 25| 203 | 97 |1,000
Halgooriie, cte. 361 201 157 171 {1,000 ifg 244 76 160 | T.woD
Nartham .. .. 374 | 226 2oy 196 [tooo | 383 zza | ze2 | 191 | 000
Bunbury e V. 362 251 203 184 | 1.000 a7z 245 206 180 | 1,000
Geraldton 348 | 285 | 103 | 204 Jrooo | 353 285 | 104 | 108 1000
Welghted Average, s Towns| 366 | 235 | 203 | 106 |rovo | a37a | 233 | 2on| 193|000
Tasmanig—
Hobart 387 238 210 g5 | 1,000 366 235 207 192 | [.000
laenceston 367 222 2L 200 | 1,000 aro 222 211 197 { 000
Burnie 382 222 2tz 184 | 1,000 386 20 210 45 | r.o000
Devonport . .. 385 206 210 190 | 1,000 190 0% 14 g | 1,000
Queenstown . .- 40 208 F1%3 178 | 1,000 1o0f 206 20y 181 | 1000
Weighted Average, s Towns| 364 230 11 156 | 1,000 37T 228 2oft 1533 [ 1.000
Weighted Average lor 30
Towns .. .. 59 | 230 | 204 189 | 1,000 165 | 239 202 194 | £.000
Welghted Average 6 Capital
Citles . . . .. 356 | 243 | 203 138 | 1,000 363 | 242 20% 194 | 5,000
Charters Tonera {Q ) . 39% 136 232 247 | 1,000 195 152 2L5 238 [ 1.000
Warwick () .. .. 167 175 226 231 | 1,000 371 185 220 224 | 1000
Port Augusta {($ &) o gy F3 2y 213 | 1,000 405 173 Lz 208 | 1,000
4. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency: Capital

Cities, 1934 to 1940.—In each part of the following table the average cost of
the particular regimen in the six capital cities during the five-yearly period
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1923-1927 has been equated to a base of 20 shillings. The figures measure
the variations in the prices of—(i) food and groceries, (ii} housing (4 and
5 rooms), (i) food, groceries, and housing combined, (iv) clothing, (v)
miscellaneous household requirements, and (vi) all items of household

consumption

combined.

Tue AL ITeMs (¢ C" Series) L¥DEX oF RETai. Prices.

Retail Price Index-Nambers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (“*C ** Series).

(Base of each Group : Weighled Average of Six Capilal Cities, 1923-27 = z0s. 0d.)
Welghted

Yent. Sydney. | Melb'ne. | Brisbane | Adelalide. |  Perth. Hobart. | Average of 6

Capitat Citles,

Grovr 1.—Foob AND GROCERIES,

s d. s d. a d s d s d. s d. s, 4.
1934 16 61 15 © 14 6 15 4 16 2 15 9 is &
1935 1610515 81 15 3| 15 7 16 5| 15 10 16 1
1936 1y o| 16 2} 1510 | 16 O] X7 I e 6 16 6
1937 17 4 16 9 16 7 16 6 17 7 17 5 17 o
1938 18 1 17 8 16 9 17 3 18 o 17 7 17 9
1039 18 9 i8 10 17 3 17 1§ 18 9 18 6 18 6
1930 Mar. Qtr.| 18 11 m o 17 8 18 2 15 7 18 3 18 8
w June ., 18 7| 183w} 17 2| 18 1 19 of 18 3 18 6
»  Sept. ., 13 7| 18 8| 17 1 17 9| 18 1¢ 15 4 18 s
+w Dec. 1Stof 180l 17 2| 17 9| 18 6] 18 10 18 6

1940 Mar., , 18 8! 18 3 17 6 17 7 18 5 18 4 13 4 -
w June g 2 10 17 8 18 3 19 1 15 3 18 11

Grovr I.—Howsive (4 aND 5 Roowus).
1034 17 5 6 2 13 10 14 © 15 11 17 4 15 2
1035 17 1o 17 © 14 5 14 9 15 10 17 1o 16 ¢
1936 18 71 17 8% 315 4 151t 16 11 i3 2 17 7
1937 19 4{ 18 2 16 5 15 81 17 3 i3 o 8 3
1938 20 1 18 8| 1616| 17 4| 17 53] 18 3 18 10
1939 z0 8| 190 3 17 1 17 9| 17 7 18 6 19 4
1939 Mar. Qtr. | 20 6| 19 o 17 ol 17 8| 17 7% 18 5 g 2
w  June ze 8| 19 1 17 1] 17 9| 17 7| 18 & 1g 3
5 Sept. ., 20 9 g 2 17 ¥ 17 10 I7 7 13 6 19 4
s Dec. 20 10 19 2 17 1 17 10 17 8 153 7 19 5
1940 Mar. ., 20 [0 9 3| 17 1 17 10| 17 38 15 8 19 5
. une 20 30 19 4 i7 2 10| 17 8 13 8 19 5
Grours I. a¥p I1.—Foop, GROCERIES, aNp Housing.

1934 16 10 15 5 14 3 14 10 % I 16 3 15 10
1935 17 2 6 2 14 I1 15 31{ 16 2 16 7 16 4
1936 17 7| 16 81 15 74{ 1511 17 o 17 1 16 11
1937 18 1 17 3] 16 6 16 6 17 5 17 7 17 5
1938 18 10 58 o 6 o 17 3 17 9 17 10 3 1
1930 19 51 1811 17 2 1707 18 31 18 5 18 ¢
1939 Mar, Qtr.| 190 6| 19 o 17 5| 17 1t 18 2 18 3 18 10
» June 9 4| S| 17 ]| 19 11 18 5] 18 5 18 ¢
»  Mept. 19 5 15 10 17 1 17 9 18 4 18 4 183 ¢
» Dec. 19 6| 18 11 17 1 17 o 18 2 18 8 18 10
rgqo0 Mar. ,, 19 6| 18 9| 7 4| 17 8| 18 1 13 3 18 9
. June 19 9 19 2 17 5 18 18 6 1§ § 19 1
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Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency : Capital Cities (“C » Series)—
condinued.

{Base of each Group: Weighled average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = z0s. od)

Welghted
Yenr. Sydrey. | Melb'ne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. | Perth, Hohbart, | Average of 6
Capital Citles
Grove III.—CLOTHING,
8. d. s 4. 8 d. g d. s d 5. d. s d.
1934 .. 14 II 0 I 15 o 16 1T 16 4 17 8B i5 8
1935 .. I4 11| IS5 IX 15 5| 17 1 5 61 18 1 i5 8
1936 .. 15 7 1s5T0| 15 6| 1 8| 16 4| 17 2 15 10
1937 . 16 4 15 1 15 11 6 5 16 1 15 35 16 3
1938 . 66 8| 16 5] 16 6| 19 2| 16 6| 17 o© 16 7
1939 .. 16 10| 16 8 16 10 17 3 16 B 17 1 16 10
1930 Mar. Qtr. | 16 8| 16 5| 16 7| 7 2| 16 6} 17 o 16 8
w June 16 10 16 5 16 8| 17 3 16 &| 7 1 0 9
» Sept. 10| 16 6| 16 8] 17 3| 16 9| 17 o 16 9
w o Dee, 17 1 7 3 17 4 17 5 16 1o 17 4 17 2
1940 Mar. ,, 17 8] 17 11 17 11 17 11 17 I 79 17 9
w June 13 6 19 2 18 7 18 8 13 3 18 10 15 9
Group [V.—-MISCELLANEQUS,
1934 . 19 6| 18 3| 18 of 19 6] 18310 17 I 18 11
1935 . 19 6 18 5 18 1 9 b 18 6 17 1 18 11
1936 .-| 19 o 1IB11| 18 4| 1910| 1B 8] x7 8 18 11
1937 .. 18 ¢ 19 7 i 10| 20 5 18 11 13 o 19 2
1938 . 18 9} 19 B 18 11 20 6| 190 o| 18 8 19 3
1939 ..] 1810 19 61 19 1| 20 5] 19 1| 18 ¢ 19 3
1939 Mar.Qtr. | 18 9 19 7! 10 ©| 20 5| 19 o] 18 7 19 2
» June ,, 18 9| 10 6f 19 1| 20 5| 19 of 18 9 19 3
W Sept. ,. 18 g} w9 6 19 1| 20 5| 10 I 13 10 19 3
o Dec. 18 10 19 8 19 2 20 O 19 2 15 1 19 4
iggo Mar. ,, 19 o| 19 9| 19 4} z0 9| 19 4| 10 2 19 6
s June 19 8| 20 1 19 51 21 0 19 9 19 5 15 11
Grours I-IV,—ALr ITEMs or HovustnoLp CONSUMPTION.
1934 .. 1610| 16 o 15 3 16 1 16 7| 16 ¢ 16 4
1935 .. 17 1| 16 6| 15 4| 16 5| 16 8| 17 o 16 8
1936 . 17 4| 16 1 16 I 5 9| 17 1| 17 2 i7 ©
1937 wjo1y 9| 1y 4| 16 9| 17 2) 17 54 17 6 17 6
1938 . 8 3 17 11 17 © 17 9 17 8 17 9 17 11
1930 .. 13 9| 18 61 17 5] 18 1 I8 o 18 = 18 5
1030 Mar. Qtr. | 18 8| 18 6| 17 6| 18 2| 17 1I 18 o 18 5
w Juna 18 8| 18 5| 17 4| 18 2 18 1 13 2 3 4
w  Sept. ,, 18 8] 18 4§ 17 4| 18 1 18 71 18 1 13 4
. Dec. iISrw ] 18 8| a7 6 18 1 18 ol 8 5 18 6
1940 Mar. 18 11 18 8 17 9 18 3 13 o 18 4 2 7
e dJune ,, 19 5§ 19 3 18 o 13 8 18 3 182 9 19 1




24 Tue Acr. ITems {“C" SegriEs) INpEX or Reran. PRICES.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities (“C** Series). All Items of Household
Consumptlion.
{Base of each Group ; Weighted average of Siz Capital Citics, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

Perled. 8ydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbsne. | Adelaids. Perth. Hobart. Cag}:lll
Grour I,—Foon aND GROCERIES,

Nov. 1914 .. 638 . 616 b14 683 746 687 BHq1
. I0I5 .. 844 833 860 858 319 858 Baz
w 1016 .. 833 791 748 835 854 8oy 812
»  IOL7 .. 877 708 825 Bo5 Ba8 949 836
» 1018 . 837 B43 8R2 862 816 18 861
w1010 .. 1,073 975" 1,069 1,012 987 1,041 1,026
w1020 ., 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,293 1,209

Grour II.—Housiva {4 avp 5 Rooms).

Nav, 1914 .. 758 608 463 BII 586 528 649
w  IO15 .. 780 611 472 574 581 571 659
w1916 ., 791 625 467 573 592 574 665
w1917 .. 797 657 492 666 6oz 586 683
» 1958 .. 832 609 526 656 61 614 7232
w 1019 .. 866 744 604 707 650 746 768

w1920 .. 980 Boy 634 783 718 904 851

Groues I, anp Il.—Foon, GroorRRIES AND Housino.

Nov. 1014 .. 6380 613 560 658 680 630 644
» 101§ .. 825 756 722 758 734 756 777
w I0I6 . 818 |, 732 648 742 761 724 760
w1917 .. 848 748 707 734 748 820 762
» 1018 .. 801 792 756 789 746 810 812
w 1010 .. | 1000 893 904 904 867 936 934
w1920 .. 1,138 1,074 9485 1,068 073 1,155 1,082

Grove I11.—CLOTHING.

Nov. 1014 .. 755 780 657 756 698 825 754
» 1615 .. Bos 797 690 B21 760 833 792
w1916 .. 903 870 779 019 849 040 BB1
w 1917 .. 1,009 976 899 1,049 980 | 1,041 992
» 1018 .. 1,102 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,200 1,007
n 1919 .. 1,237 1,213 1,192 3,303 1,277 1,344 1,238
» 1920 .. 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 1,350 1,430 1,365

Grour 1V.—MISCELLANEOUS,

Nov, 1914 .. 766 728 728 770 780 699 749
» 1915 .. 708 770 756 803 822 770 7686
U 1% < S 808 184 766 832 869 780 8oz
w1917 .. 889 879 836 883 926 865 881
N () 2. B 988 950 931 988 | 1,035 945 972
» 1010 .. 1,050 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,035
w1920 .. 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1.124 1,194

Groves I, vo IV.—ALL ITEMS or HouszHoLp CONSUMPTION.

Nov. 1914 .. 712 (43 B61r 6oy 707 687 687
»  IGIS .. 816 768 721 780 755 276 782
» 1916 .. 836 773 o8 798 800 783 795
w 1917 .. 8g2 823 773 83z 832 B79 Bay
w 1018 .. 938 8go B48 88y 885 923 905
w 10IQ .., 1,005 938 98t 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022
w1920 .. 1,193 1,172 1,054 1,164 1,111 1,213 1,166
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§ 5. Retail Price Tndex-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding sections, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,
1915, when the number of additional towns weas increased to 120. In
November, 1923, the number was further inereased to 170, Information in
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates at present,
therefore, to 200 towns. The results of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (pages 26 to 33}, and details respecting suceeeding
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

In issues of these publications prior to No. 28 of 1937, information was
given regarding movements in the rents of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses.
While the index-numbers were useful in & general way as a measure of
changes in rents in any one town from time to tinde, there has -been an
increasing tendency to regard them as an adequate measure of the relative
absolute levels of rents in different towns at any given date. In order to
prevenst such a misuse of the figures, and because of increasing doubts as to
the ability of the Bureau, except at prohibitive cost, to ensure that returns of
rents from all these towns shall be based on continuously representative
samples, it has reluctantly been decided to limit the information collected
to the prices of food and groceries, Should any industrial tribunal desire
further information on house rentals in any of these towns, the Bureau will be
prepared to consider requests for special investigations by its stafi of field
officers.

2, Retail Price Index-Numbers : 200 Towns, 1935 to 1939.—In the
following table the base of the index-numbers has been changed from that
used in issues, of the Labour Report prior to No. 28 of 1937. The new base
is the weighted average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities
in the period 1923-27.

Retail Price Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series); Food and Groceries.
{Base: Weighted average in Six Capilal Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

State and Town. No:rggﬁer. No:ugaualfﬁer. No:mﬁer‘ No:rgaufﬁer. No;gsgﬁer.
New South Wales—
Albury .. . 8o3 857 864 930 .ggg
Armidale . .. 821 811 853 8g0 a38
Ballina . - 812 8513 852 030 073
Bathurat* ., .. 842 838 861 914 447
Bega . . 851 863 875 937 o84
Berry - .. 874 873 B8o 956 964
Blackheath .. . 882 920 927 977 . 991
Bourke .. . 8v3 9ol 913 1,002 1,017
Bowral . .. 848 861 887 954 gr6
Broken Hill*.. . 929 977 1,036 1,128 1,079
* Information also available monthly for these towns.

7623.—2
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series) : Food and Groceries--continued,

State and Town. N01935; A N 1936': " NO:??'?‘.‘ Noigi?ﬁﬂf.
New South Wales—conid.
Casino . . 855 900 goo 979
Cessnock 846 249 858 924
Cobar 1,012 1,031 1,038 1,100
Cooma 895 79 as3 997
Coonamble grd (153 g21 990
Cootamundra 824 840 829 044
Corrimal . 834 876 584 920
Cowrs . 844 360 873 953
Cronulla . 859 876 836 o1
Deniligquin . 383 9oy 967 995
Dubbo 842 848 863 8gz
Forbes 883 Boz 863 o18
Gilgandra 873 864 881 938
Glen Innes 8oy 814 819 873
Goulburn* 846 855 888 952
* Grafton 824 B854 888 913
Grenfell 830 837 841 923
Griffith 913 940 936 983
Gulgong Bz1 855 8309 883
Gunnedah 829 842 833 870
Hay .. 903 931 qo6 I,0I0
"Inverell 848 802 831 878
Junes 828 876 914 922
Katoomba 867 885 913 970
Kempsey 803 Br1 836 889
Kiama . 887 904 911 965
Kurri Kurri .. 808 839 838 919
Leston £86 804 926 g78
Lismore - 834 836 g18 Y4
Lithgow* .. 850 8ag 873 o961
Maitiand 833 832 235 G506
Moree 886 904 8a4 956
Mosa Vale 844 349 895 922
Mudges 819 840 86o 922
Narrabri 877 894 goI 954
Narrandera 864 308 8g6 977
Newcaatle* 880 869 882 940
Nowra Go1 899 837 983
QOrange 81y 81z 815 918
Parkes 843 Bsg 903 obq
Penrith e 806 818 825 868
Port Kembla 866 o908 905 963
Portland . 862 837 8y 903
Queanbeyan .. 884 gos5 953 1,000
Quirindi 864 866 800 909
Richmond 226 816 827 826
Scone 836 861 871 803
Singleton 526 813 830 900
Sydney* 851 863 e 909
Tamworth 806 Sob 829 895

1939.
Navember.,

——

974
957
1,057
1,008
960

930

567
994

Q29
924
945
885

990

938
945
978
985
912

93z
gof
993
983
953

1,005

945
ro24

947

930
997
947
995
Lon

o3z

959
950
b1

914
gob
o41

1,022

957

876
979
017
943
923

* Information also avaliable monthly for these towna,
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Index-Numbers (200 Towms Series): Food and Groceries—eontinued.

- 1936, . A
Stats and Towa. November. | November. | Noveasber. | Novaber. | Nosiiber.
New South Wales—conid.
Taree . . 848 864 889 922 975
Temora . . Bo4 823 86z 961 1,024
Tenterfield .. . 831 865 864 936 919
Tumut .. .. 832 837 842 047 067
Ulmartra .. .. 852 8gz 885 969 g21
Waggs Waggs .. 835 350 8 935 6.
W:ﬁﬁm . .. 927 845 8& 910 gz‘;
Wellington .. ou 818 828 829 851 000
Weaton L . 818 835 841 013 o6z
Windsor . o 850 851 864 Bgz 881
Wollongong .. . 829 853 878 955 978
Wyalong . ou 862 Byo Bos 966 295
g{(a.sa. . o .. gso 837 ggy o738 956
oung - - 55 843 948 94
Weighted Average for 7 S 7
State (74 Towna) .. 852 863 878 919 950
Victoria— .
Ararab .. o 855 918 910 942 985
Bacchus Marsh - %20 86o 887 920 968
Bairnsdale .. .. 862 880 879 912 9ot
Ballarat* .. . 818 872 860 886 063
Beschworth ., . 828 833 890 969 970
Benalla . .. 850 880 905 045 1,003
Bendigo* . .. 812 850 853 904 952
Camperdown .. .. 849 863 868 932 G906
Casterton .. . 845 888 873 957 1,005
Caatlemaine ., - 828 845 848 884 949
Colac .. - 81y 842 850 907 972
Creswick .. . 838 859 863 882 938
Daylesford .. . 813 843 865 922 951
Dunolly . . 835 880 872 ong 948
Echuca .- .. 824 846 837 921 993
Euroa .. AN 845 873 | 878 975 996
Geelong® .. o 796 833 859 914 973
Hamilton ., . 855 orI 885 958 1,000
Healesville . .. 831 So2 917 0947 095
Horsham . . 873 926 916 928 1,038
Kerong .- - 869 895 927 941 998
Koroit . .. 828 836 840 896 obg
Korumburrs . . 783 835 850 &gs 904
Kyneton .. - 785 851 870 921 971
Lilydale . . 845 884 £81 915 999
Maffra . . 825 901 865 925 1,008
Maldon . . 848 876 888 953 1,000
Maryborough .. . 811 888 891 978 990
Melbourne® .. .. 797 833 845 806 058
Mildura .. .. 903 938 . 977 992 o
Morwell . .. 842 88 887 922 977
Nhill e .. 913 956 933 967 961
Orbost .. .- 870 ©og12 919 968 1,053
Portland . N 863 863 862 903 1,008
Port Fairy .. .. 820 862 B40 Q11 098

* Information alao available monthly for these towns,
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Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series) : Food and Groceries—coniinued.
. B, ) 8, N
fitate and Town, Noveraber, | November. | November. Nogzamber‘ ND:’%EE?M.
Victoria—continued. .
St. Arnaund 875 930 930 207 1,040
Sale .. 827 895 390 058 1,004
Seymour 88c 9ot 937 991 1,032
Shepparton 819 864 830 954 1,002
Stawell 911 949 934 1,007 1,034
Swan Hill 874 918 924 960 906
‘Terang 875 363 . 885 924 968
Traralgon 816 839 834 8758 954
Wangaratta 827 88a 870 955 1,016
Warracknabeal 828 858 881 936 902
Warragul - 320 827 845 905 963
Warrnambool* 785 844 834 010 974
Wonthaggi . .. Bo4 895 913 946 o983
Woeighted  Average. for
Btate {45 Towns) 803 841 854 002 963
Queensland—
Ayr .. 825 841 864 913 040
Barcaldine 938 959 959 993 1,028
Bowen 88y 902 goz 961 095
Brisbane* . 780 820 835 Bz4 854
Bundaberg* .. 803 874 873 875 gogq
Cairns 887 o1 or4 949 o717
Chatleville 949 o8y 960 970 992
‘Charters Towera® 876 83g 857 933 a56
Chillagoe 900 Q15 946 . 044 . 1,007
Cloneurry 1,030 1,026 1,031 1,050 1,060
Cocktown 063 986 9809 1,003 1,057
Cunnamulla 927 938 921 951 970
Dalby 8o7 870 836 835 896
Gayndah 851 507 86y 895 926
Gladatone 827 g7t 870 903 920
Goondiwindi .. 830 914 868 803 orb
Gympie 857 849 840 850 991
Hughenden 919 931 025 989 1,032
Inniafail 943 974 995 978 984
Ipswich 785 820 825 824 8s7
Longreach 078 900 993 1,000 1,040
Mackay . 872 858 8g5 916 952
Maryborong! 704 828 835 849 837
Mount Morgan 853 Sor 880 goz an
Nambour . 834 844 863 883 8o2
Rockbhampton® B39 864 877 863 835
s .. 877 885 840 921 as52
Stanthorpe 803 814 830 Bo8 911
Toowoomba®* .. 751 Soo 78g 781 815
Townsvillo* 887 904 921 933 048
Warwick* 792 820 795 822 858
Winton .. ‘. 931 Q51 963 1,021 1,021
Waighted Average for .
State (32 Towns) .. 8a6 841 850 849 879

* Information also avallable monthly for these towne.
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24y
Index-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceries—condinued.
. 6. . . .
State and Town. No;g?rfber. No:rglaubor. No:r%?n?ber. No:ggfher‘ No:-g?gher‘
South Australia—
Adelaide* . 784 804 833 860 833
Burra { Kooringn) 868 879 890 art 949
Frecitng Bog 823 845 56 883
Gawler 772 814 827 840 5
Kading, Moontn, Wall. ¢ 7
arou* 868 8go 897 ms a8
Kapunda 793 812 8306 848 Soz
Millicent Bos 820 518 875 as1
Mount Gambier* 8oz 815 847 o7 976
Murray Bridge C 763 776 810 839 S77
Peterborough* 816 851 584 910 g
Port Augusta* 89z 9z6 945 949 GOt
Part Pirie* 811 o6 a1 950 R
Quorn 848 841 853 &8s 093
Ranmark 9o 010 9ot 931 088
Victor Harbour Big 830 852 857 Qo
Weighted  Average for
State {15 Townsa) 791 813 841 867 845
Western Australia— .
Albany 884 806 Sgz (I §1 947
Beverley 8oo 918 063 956 o7z
Bridgetown 030 955 973 971 1,002
Broome 1,042 i,180 . 1,181 1,184 1,211
Bunbury* 843 873 806 031 961
Camarvon 1,032 1,082 1,127 . r,128 1,143
Collie 855 gor 874 804 945
Geraldton®* 840 960 a924 oL 026
Greenbushes .. 946 960 937 obs - 084
Kalgoorlie and Boulder® 981 1,006 1,002 1,056 1,040
Katanning 829 884 872 o4 930
Leonora and Gwalia 1,004 1,140 1,168 1,172 1,193
Meekathorra .. 1,088 1,143 1,164 1,124 1,153
Narrogin 863 910 884 918 968
Northam* 830 gLo 9os% 931 954
Perth and Fremantle* .. 813 863 866 888 919
Wagin 856 024 870 908 950
York .. 850 848 867 922 G646
Weighted Average for
State (18 Towns} 835 882 884 907 937
Tasmania—
Beaconsfield .. B18 841 830 912 870
Burnie* 837 883 oot 923 ab1
Cam pbel]town 860 878 872 904 g14
Deloraine 787 795 824 854 852
Devonport* B24 873 Sas 936 938
Franklin 896 868 QoK o1 gbg
Hobart* . 797 874 880 891 944
Launceston® .. ' 703 844 870 908 921
New Norfolk .. 830 GG 8g1 8oz a5y
Queenstown?® . . 900 920 922 1,000 1,018

* Information also available monthly for these towns
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Indez-Numbers (200 Towns Series): Food and Groceties—continued.

1933%. 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939,
Btate and Town, November. | November. | November, N'ovgfnbcr. November.

Tasmanta—continued,

Scottedale .. .. 780 814 829 853 901
Ulverstone .. .. 812 888 867 88g 925
Zeehan e 0943 o831 983 1,001 1,026
Weighted A.verage for
State {13 Towns) .. 8os 867 884 903 038
Australian  Capital  Ter-
ritory {a)—
Canberra® .. .. 931 940 963 1,026 1,040
Weighted Averages—
Australla {200 Towns] 825 851 865 gub 930
Thirty Towns . . 820 847 862 895 935
Six Capitals .. - 817 843 850 8go 932
* Informaticn also nvailable monthly for thls town. (#) Not included in Woighted Averages

$§ 6. Publication of Prices and Price Index-Numbers.

The results of inquiries into price movements are available in the following
publications :—

(i) Monthly.—A mimeographed statement is published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groceries. The Monthly Review of Business
Statistics contalns annual, quarterly snd monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date.

(ii} Guarterly, —A mimeographed statement js isseed each quarter giving
the “ C” Beries index-numbers. The Quarterly Summary of Australion
Statistics contains annual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date, This publication also contains the average prices of
the items comprising the Food and Groceries regimen, for each month of the
lagt available quarter, in the 30 towns covered by the investigation. The
weighted average rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses in these towns are also shown
therein,

(iii) Annual.—The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly results for the last available year.
The average prices for the last year of the items of food and grocery, and
average house rents, are also published in this Report. The Official Year
Book also contains information similar to, but in less detail than that published
in the Labour Report.

§ 7. Royal Commission on the¥Basic Wage, 1920..

The Report of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage 15 a valuable
source of reference for information on retail prices during the years 1914 to
1920. It was also largely responsible for the extension of the prices
investigations of the Burean from food, groceries and housing only to all
items of household consumption. 'The direct use of the Commission’s data
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made in the * All Items *’ index has already been referred to in earlier sections
of this chapter. The Commission was appointed in 1919 to inquire into and
report upon the following matters :—

(i} The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with & wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the
geveral items and amounts which make up that cost.

(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years.

(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the rize

and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the Ist November,

1920, for a family coneisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
yeara of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commizsion on Bagic Wage : Cost of Living, 1at November, 1920.

Particulars. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelalde. Perth Hobart.
£ s.d| £ sd| £ 2.4 | £ 0.4 | £ 0. d ] £ a2 d
Rent I 2 ol 1 o 6] o17 o o190 6} 019 o} o119 o
Food 2 6 g| 2z 6 2| 2 3 1| 2 7 2| 2 11| 2 B11
Clothing 1 70|l 1 90| 160l 83|17 06|l1 9 2
Miacellaneous . . 1 1 4 I o160 1 0 1 I £ 2 1 2 3| o1910
Total{a} ..| 517 1| 516 6| 5 6 2| 516 | 51311 | 51611

{a} Welghted Average 31z Capliala—£5 154, 64, but no recommendntion mnade

The corresponding costs of the commodities and services included (which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to 1920 were as
follows :—- .

Royal Commission on Basic Wage : Cost of Limng, 1934 to 1820,

Years, Bydney Melbourne, | Btisbane, Adelalde Perth. Hobari.

£ e d| £ ad| £ s d] £ 0 d| £ 2 d| £ & 4d

1014 3 12 IX 3 7 9| 3 4 o 311 2 312 9| 3 6 @
1915 4 1 6| 316 9| 311 3| 319 o 317 1| 315 1
1916 4 4 6 317 51 31310 319 7| 4 1 2| 3715 6
1917 4 9 8 4 2 2| 3719 31 4 3 2| 4 4 2| 4 410
1918 414 8| 4 Bio| 4 6 0] 41011 | 4 9 2| 4 8 6
1919 .+] 55 3| 418 5|/ 41510} 5 2 6| 5 0 9| 5 © 4
1920 . 517 11 16 61 5§ 6 2] 516 1 5 13 11 5 16 11

In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “ a Buresu of Labour should be organized frem existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reagonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such o family
sgis described in Clause 1).”  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a8 to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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The Commission was concerned principally with ascertaining variations
in the cost of an assumed regimen, which is described in the Report as the
“ Indicator List”. It appeared, however, that the usefulness of the
investigations of this Burean would have heen somewhat impaired had they
been limited in the manner suggested by the Commission. It was decided,
therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the methods of index-number
construction already used in the investigations into variations in the cost
of food, groceries and housing,

It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and housing the commeodities,
methods and weighting already in use, which conformed very closely with
those given in the ““ Indicator List " of the Commission. With regard to
housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of 5-roomed house as its
standard in determining the amount allowed for house rent. The figures
wsed by this Bureau are the rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses, and are not
confined to any parficular type, but they fairly represent variations in the
rent for the type of house described by the Commission.

Previous inquiries by this Burean had been confined to food, groceriea
and housing. It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the prices of
clothing and miscellaneous items. The results of these investigations are
set out in earlter sections of this chapter.

§ 8. Changes in the Regimen.

Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by the Bureau,
the regimens of the several Groups and Sections have undergone some
modifications. These are briefly explained in the following paragraphs.

(i) Food and Groceries,—The regimen for food and groceries was originally
introduaced in 1912, and the first revision was made in the September quarter
of 1932. The regimen in use up to that date will be found on page 13 of
Labour Report No. 23. A second revision took place in the September
guarter of 1926, as part of the general revision of the regimen by the

onference of Statisticians of April, 1936.* The main features of this
revision are referred to in (iv) below.

(i) Housing.~-The housing constituent of theregimen has also been revised.
Originally he rentals of all houses from ““ 3 rooms anrd nnder ” to “ 8 rooms
and over " were tabunlated, and they were continuously used in the “A "
Serics Index from 1912 to 30th June, 1938, when this series was discontinued.
They were also used in the “ All Items ™ Index up to and including the year
1924. From the following year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were
uzed in the “ C " geries mdex, and in the same year they were combined
with food and groceries to form the “ B " series index.

Since the December quarter of 1936, following on the resolutions of the
1936 Conference of Statisticians, the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in
certain towns have been collected and tabulated on a somewhat different
basis from that previously used. The returns in the twelve more important
cities and towns show the rents of individual houses, on the basis of which
variations from a pre-determinated standard are measured. This standard,
the change in which has affected the index-numbezs only in respect of the
relative levels of rents in the different towns, and in respect of their absolute
height, was determined by means of a special investigation of the 1933 Census
data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5-roomed wood and brick houses occupied
by fully-employed wage and salary-earners. This method not being generally

* Hevgions of collection and compulation metheds have ovenpled s longer perivl, and ae el

procecditig,  Propel procantiotie are taken te pfevent auch tevisions oo distarbing the esseutual
prineiple of contipuity.
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applicable to the circumstances of small country towns, on account of the
greater diversity of average “ quality » of houses, the level of rents in these
towns has been determined from a sample of houses selected by house-agents
in accordance with definite standards Jaid down. The variations in rentals
from this standard are measured in the same manner as described above for
the twelve more iraportant cities and towns.

(i) Clothing and Miscellaneous.—~The regimen for clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
she first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935. * Details of the
original regimen were never published, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26, A second revision took place in the
September quarter of 1636, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.¥ The main features of this
revision are rcferred to im (iv} below. Some minor alterations have since
been made in the regimen.

{iv) The revision of the regimen by the Conference of Statisticians of
April, 1926, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resolutions of the
Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI. of Labour Report No. 27,

This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered metheds of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent discussions
by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to improving the
index-oumbers as measures of price variations. They comprised chiefly
the elimination or replacement of articles no lenger in demand, or which
experience had shown to be upsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conform
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit allotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day: consumption
habits ; and the re-adjustment of the population weights applicable to the
several groups and sections of the regimen in accordarce with the results of
the 1933 Census. Definite grades or gualities were alse established for
each article in the regimen, to ensure that quotations should be given, as far
as possible, for the same article at all times and in all places. Dmproved
methods of collecting and weighting average house rentals were also adopted
(see paragraph (ii} above).

(v) Changes of the nature mentioned are commonly made in price indexes
without seriously impairing their continuity. In accordance with established
principles of procedure in changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. g,
Appendix L., Part II, paragraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the index
is taken as determined by the old regimen for the quarter in which the change
s made, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level
after that date. The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the
new basis is effected by the usudl method of equating the respective weighted
aggregate costs of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities.

While this invelves no break of continuity in the index-numbers for the
gix capital cities as a whole, slight alterations of the relative positions of
individual towans are inevitable on account of the alteration of former
standards. The effect, however, is more noticeable in the Group index-

* Revislons of collection and compilation methods have oocu?ied o longer poriod,- and are Abill
proceeding, Proper precautions sre takez to prevent such rtevisions from distorblog the essentisd
principle of continuity.
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numbers than in those covering a combination of groups, wherein the losses
and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing group index-numbers
for individual towns in respect of periodsincluding the dates of change
referred to in paragraphs (i) to (iv} above, the following considerations should
be kept in mind :—

Food and groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially . -comparable
throughout the period wp to the June quarter of 1936. From and including
the September, quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other, but are not strictly so with those for previous
quarters,

Rent.—No change was ever made in the method of caloulating the rentals
of * All Houses ”, and consequently these index-numbers were comparable
throughout the whole period of their existence.* In regard to rentals of
houses of 4 and 5§ rooms, however, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other up to the June quarter of 136. In the September
quarter, 1036, a change was made in the weighting system which gave rise to
slight disparities not due to rental fluctuations, and rendered the index-
numbers for individual towns not strictly comparable with those of former
periods.  The change, however, made the index-numbers for any one town
more comparable with those of other towns. In the Decembér quarter of
1936 the rent tabulations in the two principal towns of each State were placed
on an entirely new basis, which rendered them ingcomparable individually with
index-numbers of previouns periods. This change was also introduced with
the object of making the index-numbers for the prmc:pal t.owns more
comparable énfer se in any given quarter,

Clothing and Miscellaneous.—The 1ndex-numbers for individual towns up
to and including 1934 are comparable with those for previous periods. Those
for 1935, and the March and June quarters of 1936, are comparable for those
periods, but not with the index-numbers of former or subsequent periods.
From and including the September quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for
individual towns are substantially comparable with each other, both from
quarter to quarter and from town to town, but for individual towns they are
not strlctly continuous with those of previous periods.

§ 9. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Variations.

In view of the fact that several * series  of retail price index-numbers are
etill associated with the variation of wages, the following short explanation
of their signiﬁcance is given. _ ) *’

It is desirable a.gam to emphasize the fact that the retail price 1ﬁdex-
numbers compiled by the Buresu are designed to measure the variations in

< of the series, The use made of them by wage-fixing tribunaleHfor the purpose

the cost of the definite regimen of commodities and services ?vered by each

of adjusting wage-rates is entirely the responsibility of the tribinalsfoncerned,
and not of the Bureau, although the Bureau fully realizes{the great
importance of the use to which these indexes are put in this connexion,
and takes every care to make them as accurate as possible.

* The tabulation of the " A* Series Index for which these reni» were used waa diacontinued after
the kssue for June quarter, 1939,
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(i) ** 4" Series.—The “ A" series of indexes cover the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year I9II as the base (£,000).
This series was first compiled in 1IgI2, and iz available yearly for
the six capital cities from 190 to 1911, and quarterly for 30 important
towns of Australia from 191z to the June quarter of 1938 after which it
was discontinued.

This is the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns t.hroughout Australia,
and to vary what is pepularly known as the “ Harvester ” Basic Wage of
1g07—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the *‘ normal needs of the average employee,
regarded as a human being, living in a civilized community.”” This series
has had very little application since May, 1933, a8 the result of the adoption
by the Court successively of the “ D ” series at that date, the *“ C* series in
May, 1934, and the “ Court’ series in July, 1937.

(ii) ** B " Series.—The ** B " series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
1923~I927 as the base (1,000). This series was first compiled in 1925, and is
available for the six capital cities for the years 1907 and 1911, and for the
month of November of the years 1914 to 1920, and quarterly thereafter
for the 30 important towns of Australia. It was designed to replace the
“ A" Beries, but up to date has not been used in connexion with the fixation
or adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals, K This series appears on
pages g to 13 of this Report, :

(iii} ““ C' " Series.—The ** C ” geries covers all items of household expendi-
bure, viz., food and groceries; rént of 4 and 5-roomed houses: clothing
{man, wife and three children) ; household drapery, household utensils, fuel,

lighting and other miscellaneous items, with the prices ruling in the years

1923-I927 as the base (I,000).

This series was introduced as the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
practically that of the *‘ Indicator ™ Lists of the Commission, It was first
compiled in ¥G21 and is available for the month of Nevember for the six
capital cities for the years 19I4 to 1921, quarterly for these cities from June
quarter, 1922, and quarterly for the 30 important towns from March quarter,
1925 to date.

The series was not used in connexion with the variation of wages- until its
partial adoption by the Commonwealth Court in May, ¥933, when that Court
introduced the “ I”" series of indexes (for explanation of which see hext page).
In its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court 'adopted the “C” series
as the sole basis for the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment.
In its judgment of 23rd June, 1937, the Commeonwealth Court adopted this
index as the basis of the © Court ™ serics for the adjustment of the ** needs ”
portion of the Court’s new basic wage {(seenext page). The Court is, of course,
quite free to alter the basis of the ** Court * series at any time it thinks fit.

-,



36 : RETAL PricE IRDEX-NUMBERS a8l Wack VARIATIONS.

This series, covering a8 it does a far wider range of commodities, displays
a different relationship between the towns from that shown in the preceding
peries (“ A" and “ B ™). The series is published on pages 14 to 24 of this
Report.
{  (iv) The “ Court™ Seriecs.—The “Court" series of index-numbers was
i created by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
! basic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from Ist July, 1937.
| Its purpose was to provide a set of index-numbers which would be
+published by, and under the direct control of, the Court. It was
,created primarily for the purpose of removing conditions which tended
to engender the impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was
in some way responsible for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rates.
+Its introduction has the added advantage of enabling the mndex-numbers
rto be specially numbered in the manner most convenient for adjustment
i purposes, and of enabling the Btatistician to change the base of hia
index-numbers without wupsetting the wage and adjustment provisions

1of the Court’s awards. It is at present based on the Commonwealth
- Btatistician’s ** C " geries index, and is obtained as follows :—The * C * series

index-number for any town for the quarter in guestion is multiplied by .081,
and the first three figures on the left of the product are taken as the
corresponding number in the * Court ™ series. This number itself states in
whole and decimal figures the number of shillings with current purchasing
pewer equivalent to that of 81s. when the * C " scries index-number is 1,000.
The base of the series is, therefore, the weighted average of the six capital
cities, 192327 = 81s. The judgment provides that the nearest whole
number of shillings (a decimal of .5 or over being regarded as a whole number)
shall be taken as the * needs ”” basic wage, to which will be added the relevant
fixed “ prosperity loadings " granted by the Court. The *“ Court™ series
entirely supersedes the 4 C* series {or all wage adjustments decreed by the

Commeonwealth Court. # A set of index-nnmbers under this series is reproduced
in Appendix ITI. of thia Report.

{v) * D" Sertes.—The “ D seriea is a combination of the * A" and

* Q' peries, and -was introduced by the Commonwealth Court for the .

adjustment of wages of those employees who were aubject to the full 10 per
cent. “* cut ” imposed by the Court in January, 1931, 1t came into operation
from 18t May, 1933, and was devised in order to counteract the exceasive
drop in wages occasioned by the « A * series index after 1929.

The series has for its base the “ A’ series index for each town for the
December quarter of 1929, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the * C” series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
corresponding *“ C” index-number of the town for the quarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereas the “D
index for each town from the December quarter of 1929 fluctuated in the
same way as the “ C " index for the same town, the relattonship of different
towns was that of the * A" series for the December quarter of 1929, slightly
modified by the difierence in movement hetween the ‘* A * series and the
“ ¢ series index for each {own since that quarter.

This series has been superseded by the judgment of the Court referred to
under *““C " series. The index-numbers of this series were published in
Appendix VIII of Labour Reports Nos. 24 to 27.

-

.~
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(vi} Food and Groceries—Tbe rtegimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above, Details of the regimen will be found on page 3. This index
was first compiled in 1972 and is available yearly for the six capital cities
from I9oI to I91I and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1012 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for a time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and is still employed for the adjustment of the wages of members of the
North Australian Workers” Union above the zoth parallel.

1

(vii) The “ 200 Totns ” Series.—This series is tabulated for the month of
November each yesar in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth. Up to November, 1036 it covered the cost of food and
groceries combined with the rent of 4 and of 5-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation has been limited to food and groceries only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
Industrial Tribunals in this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000,
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1913. It was
originally confined to 100 towns, but was increased to 150 in 1915, and 200
in 1923. The index-numbers will be found on pages 25 to 30.

(viii) Relative Merits of Series.—The relative merits of the various series
of index-numbers have been much discussed. Prices of all commodities
do not change simultaneously nor to the same degree. Consequently, over
short periods there may be differences of some magnitude between the
results ascertained from the different series, but over longer periods these
differences tend to be much reduced.

. Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the
six capital cities over the two periods I9IT to 1930 and 1929 to 1930, as
disclosed by the table in Appendix VII. of this Report, the changes
are substantially of the same order:—

Inczense Decresas
per cent., per cont,,
1911~1930. 1920=1037.
Food and Groceries only. . .. . 66 .. 11
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Housea .. .. 58 .. I0
Food Groceries and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed
Houses (*“ B Series) .. . 63 .. 11
“ All Items” of Housshold Expendlture
(" C Series} . .53% .. 11

* Taken back to tpr1 from base 1914 by means of ™ 4 ™ Serien Index.

(ix} For information in regard to the different bases upon which the
above index-numbers have been compiled, see page 7.
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§10. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index~-Numbers.

The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for (i} cost of
living, including articles other than food, and {ti) foodstuffs only. For the
countries included, the prices for the year 1929 are taken as base {= Igo0),
The figures, which have been taken chiefly from the League of Nations
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and the Tnternational Labour Office Year Book
of Labour Slatistics, show merely the fluctuations in prices in each country,
and are obviously not comparable horizontally.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in varioms Countries.
{Bnase : Yeor 1920 == 100.)
(i) COST OF LIVING.*
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* With the following exceptlon the index-numbers in the above tabie are based on the cost of food,
housing, dlothing aod miscellsncous items :—Jopsn, excluslve of housing. {a} Base: yenr
1930 = 100, (0 Base © year 1p33-34 = 100
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Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries—continued.
{Base : ¥Yenr 1029 = 100.}
(1) PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS,
o : o - - . .
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(a) Base I933=100.



