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PREFACE

1994 National Aboriginal and Torves Strait Islander Survey: Nortbern
Territory is one of a series of seven statistical publications, one for each
State and the Northern Territory, which present results from the first
nationwide survey of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
conducted in 1994. The purpose of these publications is to provide
detailed information at the State and Territory levels about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. They provide a range of information to assist
State and Northern Territory governments and non-government agencies to
plan programs and services to meet the needs of Indigenous people.

The survey was conducted as a part of the government’s response to the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. It was the paucity
of statistical information about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population which led to recommendation 49 of the Royal Commission:

That proposals for a special national survey covering a range of social,
demographic, health and economic characteristics of the Aboriginal
population with full Aboriginal participation at ali levels be
supported.

In response to this recommendation, the National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Survey was conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) from April to July 1994. Initial results of this survey were published in
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Detailed Findings
{4190.0). Publications of National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Survey: ATSIC Regional Statistics (4190.00.001-036), a thematic
publication on Australia's Indigenous Youth (4197.0) and Employment
Outcornes for Australia's Indigenous Peoples (4199.0) have been released
this year. Other thematic publications on Australia's Indigenous peoples
housing, health and law and justice will be released during 1996.

This series of publications contains a range of statistics relating to family and
culture; health; housing; education and training; employment and income;
and law and justice. The publications are presented in a common format to
allow information for different States and the Northern Territory to be
compared easily with each other and with the national results presented in
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Detailed Findings
(4190.0). For reasons of accuracy, less detail is presented in some tables in
this publication compared with the national results. A standard set of
tabulations in the same format with slightly more detail is available on
request 1o the Bureau's National Centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Statistics (08 8943 2192).

W. MclLennan
Australian Statistician
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FAMILY AND CULTURE

INTRODUCTION

FAMILIES

Separation from families

CULTURE

Child-care

Cultural activities

This chapter presents a statistical summary of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander families and cultures and covers the following topics:

B family characteristics;

B separation from families;

B child-care;

B cultural activities;

1 jdentification with clan, tribal or language group;
B role of elders;

B homelands; and

B Janguage.

Families form an important unit within Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
societies and as such the survey collected information on types of families
and their characteristics. Families included in this survey were those in
which one or more members of the family had identified as being of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin.

In 91% of families, all family members were Indigenous (60% nationally),
while 9% had both Indigenous and non-Indigenous members (40%
nationally).

Couple families with children constituted $4% of families (53% nationally),
one-parent families 27% (29% nationally) and couple families without
children 17% (15% nationally).

In one-parent families, 75% of parents were not employed. For couple
families 44% had neither partner employed.

About 7% of persons aged 25 years and over reported being taken away from
their natural family by a mission, the government, or welfare.

The majority of families (89%) with children aged 12 years and under did
not use formal child-care. Approximately 38% had their children looked
after by family or friends while $1% looked after their children themselves.

Information relating to participation in Indigenous cultural activities, use of
Indigenous languages, the extent to which people identify with clan, tribal
or language groups and recognition of and access to homelands, was used
in this survey to give an indication of the level of cultural identity and
maintenance.

Over the past year, 85% (72% nationally), of people attended at least one
Indigenous cultural activity. Some 68% (54% nationally), attended a funeral,
53% festivals and carnivals (43% nationally), 55% ceremonies (21%
nationally), and 16% (22% nationally), were involved with Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander organisations.

ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4180.7 + 1994 1



Identification with clan,
tribal or language group

Role of elders

Homelands

Language

Some 12% of persons could not attend one or more cultural activities.

Nearly 64% of persons 13 years and over said they had a place to meet for
cultural activities.

An estimated 92% of persons aged 13 years and over (60% nationally) said
they identified with a clan, tribal or language group, with a greater
proportion of rural residents identifying (97%).

Of the persons aged 13 years and over, 95% said that the role of the elders
was important, and this general level was consistent across all age groups
and different geographic areas.

For the purposes of this survey, ‘homelands’ refers to an area of land to
which people have ancestral and/or cultural links. The results show, of
people aged 13 years and over, approximately 93% (75% nationally)
recognised an area as their homelands, with 40% currently living there. In
Darwin, recognition of homelands was lower (86%), and a lower proportion
of people were currently living on their homelands (18%).

Of persons aged 13 years and over, 30% reported that they spoke English as
their main language, while 66% spoke an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
language and 2% Aboriginal English (includes Pidgin English, Broken
English and Creole). Nearly 21% reported having difficulty with English and
83% of those experiencing difficulty would have used an interpreter service
if one were available. A higher proportion of persons aged 45 years and over
experienced difficulty with English (34%).

2 ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4190.7 - 1994



TABLE 1. FAMILY AND CULTURE: STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY
AND NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

Families Persons aged 13 years and over Persons aged 5 years
and over
Couple
One  families Sees elders Attended Speaks an
parent with Identifies as being Recognises  cultural Indigenous
Jamilies children Total{a) withaclan  importam  homelands activities  Total  language Total
per cent {"000) per cent {'000) per cent ('oen)
AUSTRALIA(b) 285 52.8 84.9 59.8 844 75.2 72.1 1915 21.0 258.7
New South Wales 28.9 512 23.9 478 823 68.6 67.1 520 2.7 68.6
Victoria 30.3 48.6 6.3 45.1 g0.5 70.6 60.5 12.6 **2.4 16.2
Queensland 26.6 563 22.1 572 81.9 75.0 723 5211 15.1 67.7
South Australia 38.3 46.1 52 67.9 87.6 80.4 754 118 23.4 15.8
Westermn Australia 30.1 543 122 63.7 86.3 75.4 0.7 302 20.9 40.1
Tasmania 18.6 54.9 4.0 17.7 66.5 399 iLs 6.6 **1.0 8.7
Northern Territory 26.8 539 10.5 92.0 94.7 93.8 845 308 74.1 40.1

NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS

Alice Springs 40.3 383 1.0 86.2 92.7 BR.4 23.2 3.6 524 43
Jabiru 241 56.9 L.8 952 953 97.9 91.2 5.5 96.0 1.3
Kathetine 25.1 57.3 1.8 20.] 95.6 91.7 86.6 4.6 66.8 6.3
Aputula 2640 551 1.7 100.0 98.2 98.6 96.1 5.0 98.0 6.3
Nhulunbuy 232 63.7 1.4 97.6 98.2 99.5 79.1 4.5 96.3 6.0
Tennant Creck 17.8 62.2 0.8 94.8 81.2 98.5 97.8 22 75.6 31
Darwin 309 44.8 1.9 75.5 94.5 83.4 68.5 53 25.8 6.9

() Tatal inchudes couple families without children and families of other related individuals. (b) Incledes ACT and Jervis Bay.

TABLE 2. ALL FAMILIES : FAMILY TYPE BY ABORIGINALITY OF FAMILY MEMBERS
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Family bers Toral
Indigenous unly Indigenous and non-indigenous
Family type {004} per cent (066} percent ('004) per cent
Une parent family 28 289 **q.1 *78 28 269
Couple family without children 16 16.7 *0.2 ** 215 1.8 17.1
Couple family with children 5.0 521 0.7 0.7 57 539
Other related individuals only 02 23 **0.0 *0.0 **0.2 **21
All families 9.6 100.0 1.0 100.0 1.6 100.0

ABS - NATSIS, NT + 4190.7 - 1994 3



TABLE 3. ONE PARENT AND COUPLE FAMILIES : FAMILY TYPE BY LABOUR FORCE S5TATUS OF PARTNERS AND MAIN
SOURCE OF INCOME

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
(oomy
Labour Force Siaius Main Saurce of Income
Both One. Neither Govern-
partners  partner(a) partner Not Earned ment Nit Not

Family type emploved  employed  emploved(t) stated income  payments income stated Totai

One parent family . 6.7 21 0.1 0.6 1.7 **0.0 05 28

Couple family 17 1.9 33 0.7 26 33 ** 0.0 L6 73

All one parent and couple

families 1.7 2.6 53 08 3.1 50 .1 21 10.3

{a) Includes sole parents in one parent families. {b) Includes partnars who are uncmployed or not in the labour force.

TABLE 4. ALL PERSONS: WHETHER TAKEN AWAY FROM NATURAL FAMILY BY AGE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Whether taken away

from nateral famity 0-i4 15-24 25-44 45 and over Total

—percent —

Taken away ** 1.6 **30 57 ** 06 40
Not taken away 98.0 95.4 934 89.2 95.1
No answer **04 16 =09 = 1.2 09
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Tatal ("000) 17.6 9.6 132 %6 46.0

TABLE 5. FERSONS AGED 12 YEARS AND UNDER AND THEIR FAMILIES : CURRENT CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS BY AGE
AND FAMILIES
NGRTHERN TERRITORY, 1954

Children (Age)

Families
0-4 3-12 Jotal Families (per cent)
— 000 —

Current child care arrangements
Fermal care ondy/or with family/friends =04 *»03 0.7 0.6 8.5
Family/friends private arrangements only 23 34 5.8 2.7 380
Does not use child cane 32 55 8.7 3.6 50.5
Not stated 0.0 **0.0 ** 0.0 **02 ** 31
Total 6.0 9.2 152 7.2 100.0

4  ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4480.7 - 1994




TABLE 6. PERSONS 13 YEARS AND OVER: WHETHER ATTENDED CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS AND TYPE,
OF CULTURAL ACTIVITY ATTENDED BY PART OF STATE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Part of State
Cildrural activities attended Capital city Other urban Rural Males Females Persons
-— per cent —

Persons who attended(a) 68.1 855 88.2 84.6 84.4 84.5
Funerals 433 75.7 1.0 59.9 66.2 68.0
Ceremonies 29.2 60.7 59.4 58.0 525 552
Festivals and camivals 394 %5 62.5 523 54.1 532
Invelved with organisations 176 19.7 13.4 159 153 156

Persons whe did oot attend 319 14.5 11.7 15.2 156 15.4

Not slated 0.0 *00 *>*0.2 » 02 0.0 > (1

Total {*000) 4.6 78 18.4 153 15.6 30.9

(8} Persons may have attended maore than cne cultural activity.

TABLE 7. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER: WHETHER COULD ATTEND ALL CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN THE LAST 12
MONTHS BY PART OF STATE AND SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Part of State
Other urban/

Capital city Rural Males Females Persons
Persons whe could not attend(a) 13.5 116 104 13.2 118
Persons whe could attend 85.6 859 87.3 84.5 859
Don't know/not stated *»10 235 #*23 **23 23
Taotal {*000) 4.6 262 153 15.6 30.9
(a) Persons may have given more than one reason for not being able to attend.

ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4190.7 - 1994 5




TABLE 8. FERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER: SELECTED CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS BY PART OF STATE AND AGE.
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 19%4

Part of State Age group (years)
25 and
Selected cultural characteristics Capital ciry Other urban Rural 13-24 aver Total
— per cent —

Whether has a place te meet far cnltural
activities
Has a place R 54.2 76.5 62.9 64.9 64.1
Doesnot have a place 59.8 382 17.8 26.6 30.9 29.2
Don't know/Not stated/Net applicable 24 16 57 10.5 ai 6.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Whether Identifles with clan tribal or
language group
Identifies 787 Bg.4 96.9 926 1.7 92.0
Does not identify 177 10.6 =29 6.4 7.4 7.0
Tion't know / Not stated **36 1.0 0.3 +* L0 ** 0.9 1.0
Total 1000 100.¢ 100.4 100.0 100.0 100.0
Importance of elders
Role of elders is important 93.4 94.7 95.0 927 95.9 %47
Rale of elders is not irmportant 6.l >34 3.0 5.1 26 i
Don't know/Not stated ** 0.5 =19 **20 ** 22 ** 1.5 = 1.7
Tatal 100.0 100.0 180.0 100.0 140.0 100.0
Recognition of homelands
Recognises ares

Living there now 184 352 45.8 43.6 37.8 40.0

Not living there now 67.1 514 50.9 48.7 56.5 53.4
Does not recognise area 14.0 90 20 7.0 5.6 6.1
Not stated ** 04 **0.3 ** 0.4 bl V0 **(.2 * 0.4
Total 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total (*000) 4.6 1.8 18.4 12.0 18.8 30.9

TABLE 9. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER: MAIN LANGUAGE SPOKEN AND WHETHER HAS DIFFICULTY WITH ENGLISH
BY PART OF STATE AND AGE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Part of State Age group (years)
Capital city  Other urban Rural 13-24 25 and over Total
— per cent —
Mpein language
English 65.6 318 19.5 29.4 2%.6 20.5
Aboriginal English **34 11 27 22 25 2.4
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language 271 65.7 757 66.4 65.6 659
Naot stated **13 1.2 * 1.8 *1.5 20 1.8
Total 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.6
‘Whether has difficnlty with English
Would use an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander interpreter service 15.1 230 15.7 12.9 20.3 17.5
Would not use an Aberiginel or Torres
Strait Islander interpreter service 1.7 **28 4.6 **25 4.5 3.7
Does oot have difficulty with English 83.3 74.2 7.7 B4.6 731 78.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total (000} 4.6 7.8 1B.4 12.0 18.8 309

6 ABS - NATSIS, NT + 4190.7 - 1894




HEALTH

INTRODUCTION

e R

HEALTH STATUS

Recent illness

Health actions

Health conditions

Self-assessed health status

DISABILITY

This chapter presents a statistical summary of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander health and covers the following areas:

B health status;

disability;

access and attitudes to health services;

health risk factors; and

attitrudes to health.

An indication of an individual's health status can be drawn from information
about illness experienced and the individual's own assessment of their
health.

An estimated 36% of males (40% nationally), and 40% of females (42%
nationally) stated they had experienced a recent illness, i.e. during the two
weeks before interview.

Diseases of the respiratory system were the most commonly reported recent
illness, being reported by 11% of males and 14% of females.

An estimated 43% (44% nationally) of people stated they took a health
action in the two weeks prior to the survey. The most common actions
taken by these persons were:

B used medication, 64%:

B consulted a doctor, 30%;

B reduced daily activities, 21%;

B visited emergency/outpatients clinie, 22%; and

B consulted an Aboriginal health worker, 43%.

The most commonly stated health conditions were asthma 9%, chest

problems 9% and ear or hearing problems 8%. Some 4% of people reported
heart problems and 5% reported being diabetic.

The majority (92%) of people considered themselves to be in good, very
good or excellent health, with only 7% of the population describing their
health as fair or poor. Patterns were similar for males and females.

Of persons aged five years and over some 3% of persons stated they had a
severe or profound handicap resulting from a condition or disability, which
had lasted or was expected to last, for six months or more.

The proportion of the population reporting a handicap generally increased
with age, with 10% of the 45 years and over age group reporting a severe or
profound handicap. Tha data covered in this section on disability is not
displayed in a table.

ABS : NATSIS, NT » 4190.7 - 1894 7



ACCESS AND ATTITUDES TO
HEALTH SERVICES

Distance

Availability

Attitudes 10 health services

HEALTH RISK FACTORS

Food security

Alcohol and tobacco use

Distance to the nearest health facilities and availability of services provide a
measure of the level of access Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
have to services such as, hospitals, community health centres, Aboriginal
medical services and doctors. Information on attitudes to health services

highlights people's satisfaction with local health services.

An estimated 90% (81% nationally) of households were located within
10 km of the nearest community health centre.

Less than half (47%) of households also lived within 25 km of the nearest
hospital while 54% lived over 25 km away.

An estimated 38% of households lived over 25 km from the nearest
Aboriginal medical service and 62% of households were over 25 km from a

detoxification centre.

In rural areas, more people live further from health facilities, with 22% of
households within 25 km of the nearest hospital and 78% over 25 km away.

Overall the availability of health professionals and services on a permanent
basis within 25 km of where people lived was relatively high for:

B doctors, 54%;

B nurses, 91%;

B Aboriginal health workers, 86%; and
® baby health services, 59%.

However, in rural areas, availability of health professionals was lower:

B doctors, 25%;

8 nurses, 83%;

® Aboriginal health workers, 76%; and

B baby health services, 42%.

An estimated 90% of people aged 13 years and over thought that it was
important for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to be involved in

the provision of their health care. For the same population, 91% said they
were happy, or sometimes happy, with the local health services provided.

Health risk factors relate to lifestyle, diet and community practices which
may impact on the overall health of the individual.

For persons aged 15 years and over, some 46% worried or sometimes
worried about going without food. This general level was fairly consistent
across age groups.

Information on the period since a person last drank alcohol is an indication
of the frequency of individual consumption. The following estimates relate
to alcohol and tobacco use for persons aged 13 years and over.

Some 44% (62% nationally) of persons consumed alcohol within the
previous 12 months, with a higher proportion of males (58%) than femates

8 ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4190.7 » 1994



Relative weight

Diet

Breastfeeding

ATTITUDES TO HEALTH

(31%) having consumed alcohol. More males (38%) than females (19%)
reported having consumed alcohol in the previous week.

Some 51% of the 15—44 year age group had consumed alcohol in the last 12
months, and 36% of the 45 and over age group.

Approximately 47% of people smoked cigarettes, with the 15—44 year age
group showing the highest proportion of smokers (54%). Males were more
likely to smoke (59%) than females (36%).

Persons aged 13 years and over, who had their weight and height
measurements taken, were grouped according to their body mass index
(BMI) scores. On this basis:

B 23% were overweight or obese;
# 19% were an acceptable weight;
B 12% were underweight; and

B 46% were not stated,

The following information on relative fat and sugar consumption levels was
derived from the amount of specific foods people aged 13 years and over,
consumed the previous day.

Over a third of the people (40%), had a moderate to high or high fat
consumption and 56% had moderate to high or high sugar consumption.

There were more males than females in the moderate to high or high
consumption categories, for fat (42% compared with 38%) and sugar (60%
compared with 52%).

It was found that of children aged 12 years and under, 90% were breastfed
as infants (71% nationally), 92% in rural areas. Some 71% were breastfed for
six months or longer.

Attitudes to health indicates the concerns Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people have in their area,

For persons aged 13 years and over, some 57% (39% nationally) of people
perceived alcohol to be one of the main health problems in their area. This
general view was held across all age groups. In Darwin 72%, in other urban
areas 61% and in rural areas 53% felt alcohol was a problem.

Diet or nutrition was seen as the second most frequently reported health
problem, by 26% of persons.

Some health conditions, such as diabetes were rated similarly as health
problems across geographic areas, Darwin 24%, in other urban arcas 26%
and in rural areas 24%.
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TABLE 10. HEALTH : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY AND
NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

FPersons aged 12 years All persons Persons aged 13 years and over
and under Experienced iliness
Alcohol
considered  Happy
1o be main with
health local
Was Specified problemin  health
breasifed Toral Recent long term  Toral local area  services  Total{a) Smokers Total
per cent {'000) per cent {'000) per cent {"000)  per cent {'000)
AUSTRALIA(bL) 70.7 105,7 41.2 348 3033 58.8 79.3 194.4 49.7 197.5
New South Wales 0.0 28.6 136 38.4 80.5 59.9 T4.0 51.1 50.8 52.0
Victoria 61.5 6.6 539 46.3 19.2 38.4 8.6 12.4 57.1 12.6
Queensland 72.1 27.8 380 334 798 38.6 81.8 513 48.4 52.1
South Australia 60.1 6.5 44.0 37.8 18.4 58.4 78.8 11.7 55.7 11.9
Western Australia 76.3 17.0 37.8 31.8 473 75.4 8.6 29.5 482 36.2
Tasmania 70.8 3.5 48.1 416 16.1 26.2 66.1 6.6 45.9 6.6
Northern Temitory 89.7 15.2 38.3 267 460 574 87.5 30.4 47.3 30.9
NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS
Alice Springs 90.6 1.1 40.5 237 4.7 74.4 915 356 28.9 3.6
Jabiru 926 2.9 330 232 8.5 55.9 90.6 5.5 61.4 5.5
- Kathering 89.6 27 50.5 29.3 7.3 46.7 7.2 46 41.2 4.6
Aputula 08.0 21 354 23.8 7.1 58.0 79.9 5.0 41.4 5.0
Nhulunbuy 88.6 25 422 29.4 6.9 30.9 97.6 4.5 59.2 4.5
Tennant Creek 98.4 14 19.8 15.0 38 90.0 94.0 2.2 32.8 2.2
Derwin 75.4 2.5 374 343 8.0 66.2 91.6 5.5 497 5.5
{n} Totnl includes couple families without childven sod fanilics of other related individuals. (k) Inclodes ACT and Jervis Bay.
TAELE 11. ALL PERSONS : WHETHER HAVE EXPERIENCED A RECENT ILLNESS AND TYPE OF CONDITION (a)
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
(*000)
Persons
Have experienced a recent {llness cendition
Infectious and parasitic discases 0.7
Endocrine, nutritional and ssetabolic discases
and immumity disorders 0.9
Mental disorders =0z
Discases of the nervous system and sense organs 22
Discases of the circatatory system 1.5
Discases of the respimatory system 37
Diseases of the digestive system 11
Discases of the skin and subcitaneous tissue 24
Diiseases of the musculoskeletal system and
connective tissue 12
Symptoms, signs and ill-defined conditions 38
Injury and poisoning 22
Other conditions or unspecified 2.8
Tatal persons whe experienced recent
filness(b) 176
Total persons wha did net experience recent
fllness 2R84
Total 46.0

(8) Condition groups based on chapter headings of the International Clussification of Diseases, Ninth Revision (ICDS). (b) Colurms do not add to *Total persons who
expericaced recent illoess’ becarse more than one [liness may have boen reported.
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TABLE 12. ALL PERSONS : WHETHER TOOK A HEALTH RELATED ACTION AND TYPE OF ACTION TAKEN IN THE LAST TWO

WEEKS BY AGE AND PART OF STATE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

(*000}
Age group {vears) Part of State
Less than f5 15-44 45 and over Capital city Orher urban Rural Toral
Took an action 72 9.5 3.3 30 5.5 114 20,0
Type of actions
taken(a)
Visited emergency/
outpatients clinic 13 24 0.6 0.8 L5 19 43
Was admitted to
hospital 8 1.1 **04 ** 04 0.6 13 2.3
Consulted doctor 22 2.8 11 14 1.5 3.0 6.0
Consulted Aboriginal
health worker 34 is 14 0.7 2.4 5.6 8.6
Consulted nurse 22 2.2 0.9 05 14 34 53
Used medication 4.2 &0 26 2.0 35 7.3 12.8
Used bush medicine i4 22 1.0 05 1.0 32 47
Reduced daily
activitics 1.5 21 il 51 a.9 1.1 21 4.1
Tock no action 104 133 23 26 6.8 15.7 26.0
Total Persons(b) 17.6 2.8 %6 6.6 12.3 27.1 46.0
(a) Persons may have taken more than one type of action. {b) Includes persons who did not state if they took an aetjon.
TABLE 13. ALL PERSONS : TYPE OF SPECIFIED CURRENT CONDITION BY AGE THEN SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
('000)
Type of condition{a) Less than 13 15- 44 45 and over Males Females Persons
Agthma 14 19 0.8 2.1 21 42
Diabetes 0.1 11 1.1 0.7 1.6 23
Heart problems ™03 09 0.6 0.7 12 18
Chest problems 09 22 1.0 19 22 42
Skin problems 13 16 - 0.5 13 21 34
High blood pressure ** 0.0 22 1.4 1.6 2.0 36
Ear or hearing problems 1.6 1.3 05 1.9 20 39
Eye problems(b) 0.7 0.6 04 0.9 0.8 1.7
Kigney problems *0.4 0.8 04 09 0.7 16
Total Persons(c) 17.6 228 5.6 23.1 229 46.0

{a) Tigures are comparable with those lmed as "All sufferers’ in Derailed Findings 4 190.0 (i) Exclodes cye problems which can be corrected by glasses. {c) Includes persons
who did not have a specified current condition.

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

TABLE 14. ALL PERSONS : SELF ASSESSED HEALTH STATUS BY AGE AND SEX

Age group (years)
Self assessed health
Status 0-14 13-24 23-44 45 and over Males Females Persons
— per cent —-
Excellent 382 276 20.9 ** 8.1 28.8 26.0 27.4
Very good 316 355 279 19.5 31.2 28.6 29.9
Good 273 320 41.4 50.0 32.6 377 35.1
Fair or poor *2B b 1) 9.6 21.5 7.2 7.7 7.4
Not stated ** 01 0.3 ** 0.2 **09 **0.3 *»02 02
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 HK} 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total (000 17.6 26 132 5.6 23.1 22.9 46.0
ABS - NATSIS, NT + 4160.7 - 1984 11



TABLE 15. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES BY PART OF STATE
BY AVAILABILITY WITHIN 25 KM
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Total
Type of heaith professionals and services Permanent Visiting Not available Totaifa) (000

CAPITAL CITY

— per cent —
Doctor/GP 83.5 *16.5 =00 100.0 1.6
Nurse 1000 = 0.0 ** .0 100.0 1.6
Aboriginal Health Worker 94.0 =50 ** 0.0 160.0 1.6
Dentist 86.5 .0 **10.5 100.0 1.6
Mental Health Services 89.5 =* 0.0 ** 0.0 100.0 L6
Health Premotional Services 89.5 =00 **10.5 100.0 16
Ante-natal Services 80.5 0.0 ** 105 100.0 1.6
Digbetic Services 89.5 =00 = 105 100.0 1é
Women's Heslth Services 805 =00 **10.5 100.0 1.6
Baby Health Services 895 = 0.0 ** 105 100.4 1.6
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic £9.5 ** 0.0 "> 105 100.8 1.6
Flying Medical Services - {00 93,9 100.0 1.6

OTHER LRBAN

— per cent —
Doctor/GP 7.6 **00 0.0 1000 2.3
Nurse 100.0 ** 040 0.0 100.0 2.3
Aboriginal Health Werker 100.0 **00 **0.0 100.0 23
Dentist 67.5 ** 190 315 1080 23
Mental Health Services 52.4 >0 352 100.0 2.3
Heslth Promotional Services 53.4 =209 =133 104.0 23
Ante-natal Services 7L »27 133 100.0 23
Diabetic Services 70.7 ** 159 : 10 100.0 23
Women's Health Services 7.6 ** 159 bl 111 100.0 23
Baby Healih Services 7.6 ** 159 ** 350 HK.0 23
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic 53.4 ** 159 ** 183 100.0 23
Flying Medical Services . i8R 328 100.9 2.3

RURAL

— per cent —
Doctor/ GP 254 61.5 13.3 100.0 4.4
Nurse 8.1 ** 0.6 16.3 100.0 4.4
Aboriginal Health Worker 76.3 *=* 109 12.8 100.0 4.4
Dentist **0.0 448 552 100.0 4.4
Mental Health Services %52 15.1 747 100.0 4.4
Health Promotional Services 19.8 40.7 385 .0 4.4
Ante-patal Services 226 303 472 100.0 44
Diabetic Services 2413 227 529 100.0 4.4
Women's Health Sexvices 38.2 26.8 351 100.0 44
Baby Health Sexvices 41.8 219 n3 1.0 4.4
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic 329 29.3 373 100.0 4.4
Flying Medical Services o 66.5 318 100.0 4.4

TOTAL

— percent —
Doctor/GP 539 35.7 7.0 100.0 83
Nurse 91.1 *+03 8.6 100.0 8.3
Aboriginal Health Worker B6.3 6.9 6.8 100.0 8.3
Dentist 36.1 239 399 140.0 g3
Mental Health Services 353 10.1 492 1{0.0 8.3
Heslth Promotional Services 27 273 26.6 100.0 8.3
Ante-natal Services 49.2 16.7 306 100.0 8.3
Diabetic Services 499 16.4 303 140.0 g3
Women's Health Services 515 18.5 20.6 100.0 8.2
Batry Heaith Services 59.4 19.2 18.1 100.0 g3
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic 496 20.2 26.8 100.0 83
Flying Medical Services - 45.8 44.3 106.0 8.3

(2} The very small sumber of "Not stated " respondents have not been displayed, hence the rows do not always add 1 100%.
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TABLE 16. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : DISTANCE FROM NEAREST HEALTH FACILITIES BY PART OF STATE
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

11 km and Total
Type of service 0-I8 km over Not stated Total £7000)
CAPITAL CITY
— per cent —
Hospital 42.7 57.3 0.0 100.0 1.6
Community Health Centre 100.0 =00 ** 1.0 100.0 1.6
Chemist or Dispensary 933 ~E7 “* 0.0 100.0 1.6
Birthing Centre 427 57.3 **0.0 100.0 1.6
Detoxification Centre 589 41.1 ** 0.0 100.0 1.6
Aborigmal Medical Service or Medical
Ald Post “*Q5 90.5 **0.0 100.0 1.6
OTHER URRAN
per cent —
Hospital 551 44.9 **00 100.0 2.3
Community Health Centre 100.0 ** (1.0 ** 0.0 100.0 23
Chemist or Dispensary 56.0 44.0 ** 0.0 100.0 23
Birthing Centre 437 56.3 : =00 100.0 23
Detoxification Centre 52.4 47.6 00 100.0 2.3
Aboriginal Medical Service or Medical
Aid Post 678 322 = 0.0 100.0 23
RURAL
— per cent —
Haspital **44 957 ** 0.0 100.0 4.4
Community Health Centre 80.6 194 ** 0.0 100.0 4.4
Chemist or Dispensary 18.6 8l.4 ** 0.0 100.0 4.4
Birthing Centre **43 957 =00 106.0 4.4
Detoxification Centre **4.3 95.7 **0.0 100.0 4.4
Abotiginal Medical Service or Medical
Aid Post 27.0 3.0 **0.0 100.0 4.4
TOTAL
— per cent —
Hospital 259 74.2 0.0 100.0 8.3
Community Health Centre 89.7 103 =00 100.0 83
Chemist or Dispensary 436 56.4 bl 1] 100.0 B3
Birthing Centre 227 773 bl VX1 100.0 8.3
Detoxification Centre 282 71.8 il 1X1] 100.0 8.3
Aboriginal Medical Service or Medical
Aijd Post 34.8 65.2 0.0 100.0 8.3
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TAELE 17. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER(3): SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS BY WHETHER WORRIES
ABOUT GOING WITHOUT FOOD
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Worries or
Sometimes Does Total
Selected characteristics of persons worries ROt Worry Not siated Toral ("064)
— per cent —

Meles 43.2 55.3 w14 100.0 13.7
Females 48.0 50.8 12 100.0 144
Fersons 45.7 530 13 100.0 8.0
Age group (years)
15-24 43.1 55.9 *1.0 100.0 Q.5
25-44 47.5 51.2 **1.2 100.0 129
45 and over 458 52.0 22 100.0 56
Educational attainment
Btill at school 41.0 56.0 *3.0 1060 1.8
Below year 10 51.1 47.6 13 103.0 16.1
Year 10 381 60.7 =13 HXG 6.4
Year 12 51.0 49.0 0.0 100.0 1.5
With post-school

educationsl qualifications 29.3 69.4 *13 100.4 23
Fart of State
Capital city 344 64.5 =1t 100.0 19
Other urban 48.2 50.8 =140 100.0 7.0
Rural 47.2 51.3 **1.5 100.0 17.1
Persons living in households with an
anmusl income of (§)
0-16,000 7.8 58.0 **x42 100.0 23
16,001-25,000 513 48.2 ** 0.5 100.0 2.6
25,00]1-40,000 46.1 51.8 **20 1000 51
40,001 or more 42.8 56.3 ** 0.9 100.0 104
Net stated 49.8 49.4 ** 0.8 100.0 7.6
FPersons llving in households where
No one working 53.2 45.3 **15 100.0 29
Cne or more working 42.2 566 1.2 100.0 19.1
Persons living in households with
Mo dependant children 40.7 51.2 21 100.0 6.7
One or more dependant children 473 51.7 11 100.0 213

{2) Excludes persons in prisons, refer to Explenatory notes.
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TABLE 18. PERSONS AGED 12 YEARS AND OVER : NUMBER OF CIGARETTES SMOKED PAILY AND PERIOD SINCE LAST DRANK
ALCOHOL BY AGE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Age group (vears)
Number of cigarettes smoked datly and period
since last drank alcohol 13-14fa) 15-d44 45 and aver Males Females Persans

— per cent —

Number of clgarettes smoked daily
1-10 **31 176 14.0 19.0 12,7 1589
11 or more ** 0.5 357 252 40.3 22,0 3.0
Mot stated *0.0 04 **>0.9 **0.1 Al +8 **().9
Total smokers ** 2.6 53,7 46,2 59.4 355 47.3
Period stnee last drank alcehol
One week or less ago "> 0.8 328 235 38.4 87 285
More than 1 week to less then 12 mths ago ** 06 185 12.1 20.0 12.0 155
Total drinkers ** 14 511 35.6 58.4 30.7 44.4
Total persons aged 13 years and over (*000) 24 22.8 5.6 153 15.6 309

{a} Thiz age group is included to maiatain comparability berween tables however all figures in it should be treated as unreliable.

TABLE 19. FERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER (a): FERCETVED HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE PROBLEMS IN LbCAL ARFA
BY PART OF STATE AND AGE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Part of Stare Age group (vears)
Perceived health-and
substance use problems Capital oty Other urban Rural 13-24 23 and over Total
— per cent —

Health problems (b)
Alcohol problems 72.0 61.0 52.5 527 60.5 57.4
Drugs 17.3 10.4 33 8.0 6.5 7.1
Other substances ** 4.1 54 1.6 ** 18 4.0 31
Diabetes 237 26.0 24.4 19.9 27.8 24.7
Heart problems 12.5 209 17.7 13.4 20.6 17.8
Diet/nutrition 24.6 27.8 253 18.9 30.3 258
8kin problemns 226 14.9 19.3 13.5 220 18.7
Other 37 **3.0 58 ** 30 5.9 4.8
Don't know/mot stated 12.9 27.1 308 353 221 273
Substance use
problems (b)
Alcohol 813 79.2 717 737 B2.2 789
Marijuana 44.6 26.7 13.0 20.0 21.6 21.0
Other drugs 181 11.5 7 8.1 7.5 7.7
Petrol sniffing 13.1 28.7 2¢.0 18.0 232 21.2
Glue sniffing .30 12.9 4.3 5.6 8.0 71
Other dangerous

substances 15.5 13.4 35 5.7 4.0 7.7
Not stated 1.0 ** 0.5 >0z ** 0.1 =06 0.4
Total (*000) 4.4 7.6 18.4 119 18.5 30.4

{2) Exchudes persons in prisons, refer (o Explanetory notes. (b) Persons may have piven more than one answer.
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3 TARLE 21. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER (a): ATTITUDES TO LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES
; NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Aptinides to local health services Persons

— per cent —
Tmportance of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
invelvement In health services

Toportant 89.6
Not imiportant 5.5
Don't know 4.1
Not staled b1 81
Total 100.0
‘Whether happy with local health services

Happy or sometimes happy 2l.4
Not happy 5.0
Neo contact with health services/Not stated 7
Tokal 1000
Problemns with local health servives{h)

No problems with services 6.6
Problems with services 9.5
(ther/don't use/don™ know/not stated 4.0
Total ("000) 304

{a) Exciudes persons in priscns, refer to Explanatory notes. (b) Columns do not add to 100 becauss more than one answar may be given.

TABLE 22. PERSONS AGED 12 YEARS AND UNDER : WHETHER BREASTFED AND DURATION BY SELECTED HOUSEHOLD
CHARACTERISTICS
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Person living in households

Part of State Annual household income where
hher
urban/ 325,000 More than No one One or more
Whether breastfed Capital city Rural  and under 825,000 Not stated working working Total
—- per cent —
Was breastfed
Less than 6 months *=*17.2 5.6 123 9.1 ** 125 **96 11.2 10.6
6 months or more 52.0 74.0 739 71.5 68.2 70.8 713 7.1
Currently breastfeeding 52 16 R | 95 47 11.0 %54 1.4
Not stated 0.0 =07 **1.3 02 1.1 0.3 bR 0.6
Total 75.4 9L1.% 91.8 90.2 86.5 917 88.7 89.7
‘Was not breastfed 238 7.4 67 92 124 7.3 108 9.6
Don't know/not stated * (.8 =07 **05 ** 06 =11 ** 1.0 06 > 0.7
Tuatal 1040, 100.0 108,83 100.0 100.0 1040.0 100.0 100.0
Total (*000) 2.0 132 31 8.1 4.0 53 2.9 15.2

ABS - NATSIS, NT + 4190,7 - 1994 17




HOUSING

INTRODUCTION

Nature of occupancy

Satisfaction with dwelling

Froblems with dwelling

E Size of dwelling

Information on housing provides an insight into the living conditions of
people and it has a considerable bearing on other aspects of people's lives,
such as health, Of all Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
households, 98% were living in private dwellings and 2% in special
dwellings (e.g. boarding schools and hostels). Just under 2% of all private
dwellings were improvised homes.

The majority of private dwellings were rented (72%), while 10% were being
purchased or were owned by a usual resident(s) of the household.

Just over 79% of rented dwellings were rented for less than $77 per week.
In rural areas more dwellings were rented for less than $77 per week (97%),
than in other urban areas (70%).

Approximately 57% of renters reported that the dwelling satisfied the needs
of the household. In comparison, more purchasers and owners (79%) were
satisfied.

Households which expressed dissatisfaction with their dwelling gave a
number of reason for their dissatisfaction and these are listed below:

¥ needs repair, 60%;

" not enough bedrooms, 65%;

B not enough living area, 62%:

® needs better insulation or ventilation, 39%; and

B inadequate bathing facilities, 45%.

The absence or failure of basic services, such as, running water, electricity
and sewerage, are another important aspect of housing. The main findings
in this area are listed below.

For all private dwellings:
® 91% had running water connected;

B 90% had electricity or gas connected; and,

8 85% had a toilet.

The majority (88%) of private dwellings had garbage collected and were
serviced by a sealed road (64%). In rural areas, a smaller proportion had
garbage collected (84%) and were located on a sealed road (49%).

For private dwellings, the average number of persons living in each
household was 5.8 and the majority of dwellings (51%) comprised three
bedrooms. In rural areas, the average number of persons living in each
household was 6.4,
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TABLE 23. HOUSING : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY AND NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

Households in private dwellings

Dwelling
Running water  Electriciny/gas Garbage siteatedon  Satisfied with
connected connected collected sealed road_current dwelling Renters Total
= peT cent — ("0

AUSTRALTA{) 96.1 96.4 23.0 81.6 77.3 69.0 86.4
New Seuth Wales 96.9 98.0 93.9 87.0 76.9 66.7 27.0
Vietoria 99.8 998 94.1 90.6 84.0 62.6 6.7
Queensland 95.6 96.4 94.8 825 832 722 21.4
South Australia 99,2 97.7 94.9 86.0 823 79.1 53
Western Australia 939 934 96.7 722 73.0 73.0 12.3
Tasmania 98.8 99.4 723 83.4 HLE 46.3 4.4
Notthern Territory 01.2 90.4 88.0 636 523 7232 83
NORTHERN
TERRITORY ATSIC
REGIONS
Alice Springs 93.6 947 88.1 838 709 721 1.1
Jabiru 89.1 876 980 451 21.6 86.7 1.1
Katherine 9.3 802 810 549 45.5 132 1.2
Aputula 703 74.1 837 5386 27.2 41.9 1.3
Nhulunbuy 97.5 875 65.8 383 353 935 1.0
Teonant Creek 95.9 87.5 92.8 65.5 53.9 82.1 6.7
Darwin 949 98.1 098 % 873 &3.0 68.8 1.9

{a) Includes ACT and Jervis Bay.

TABLE 24. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : SATISFACTION WITH DWELLING AND PROBLEMS BY NATURE OF

OCCUPANCY
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Renters  Purchasersiowners Other/ar stated Total
— per cent —
Whether dwelling satisfles the needs of the household
Satisfied 570 78.8 " 183 323
Not satisfied 42.8 ¢+ 193 68.1 45.0
Not stated *=® (02 **+18 ** 136 =27
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Problens with dwelling (a)
Needs repair 303 225 280 211
Inadequare bathing facilitics 205 **0.0 ** 303 202
Needs better insulationfventilation 163 **0.0 ** 318 17.4
Not enough bedrooms ELES ** 123 **36.0 29.4
Not enough living area 28% ** 125 **339 281
Other/not stared =47 357 274 8.8
Total (*000) 6.0 0.8 15 83

{a) Columns do not add to total *not satisified’ because more than one answer may be given.
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TABLE 25 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : NUMBER OF BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY PART OF STATE BY AVERAGE
NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Number of bedrooms in Average number of Howuseholds
dwelling persons per household {000}
CAPITAL CITY
0-1 bedrooms 2.5 **(,2
2 bedrooms 31 ** 0.4
3 bedrooms ER] 09
4 or more bedrooms 5.8 02
Total(a) 4.0 1.6
OTHER UREBAN
0-1 bedrooms 2.4 ** 0.1
2 bedrooms 33 =4
3 bedrooms 6.4 L5
4 or more bedrooms 6.8 >3
Total(a) . 58 23
RURAL
0-1 bedrooms 53 08
2 bedrooms 59 1.2
3 bedroems 72 19
4 or more bedrooms 6.3 04
Total(a) 6.4 4.4
TOTAL
{-1 bedrooms 4.6 1.0
2 bedrooms 4.5 2.0
3 bedrooms 6.2 4.2
4 or more bedrooms 6.3 0.9
Totul(z) 58 83

(a) Includes cumber of bedrooms not stated.

TABLE 26. HOUSEHOLDS ¥ PRIVATE DWELLINGS : DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS

BY FART OF STATE
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Dwelling characteristics Capital city Orher tirban Rural Total
—percent—
MNumber of toflets
Ne toilet haaB BB § =12 182 12.1
One toilet 80.2 86.6 74.7 79.1
Two or more toilets .54 *=*98 44 il
Not stated **23 =13 27 25
Total 100.0 1040.0 100.0 100.0
Whether dwelling has bathroom/shawer
Yes 86.6 959 796 BS54
NovNot stated ** 134 **41 204 id.6
Taral 100.0 100.0 100.0 10400
Whether running water connected
Running water connected 97.7 97.2 85.7 91.2
No nunning water comnected ** 0.0 ** 04 =113 ** 6.1
Not stated . 23 **23 *»30 »a27
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 16410
Whether dwelling has electricity/gos connected
Yes . 877 96.4 §4.6 0.4
No ** 00 ** 0.8 *»*11.0 ** 5.1
Not stated 23 28 44 **35
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Other services
Garbage collected 100.0 86.7 34.3 §8.0
Drwelling situated on a sealed road 90.1 729 48.9 63.6
Total (*000) 1.6 23 4.4 83
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TABLE 27. RENTED PRIVATE DWELLINGS : WEEKLY RENT BY PART OF STATE
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Capirai city Orher urban Rural Total
— pet cemt—

Weekly rent (S)
047 ** 9.8 52.5 935 64.2
48-77 **363 ** 174 **30 14.9
78-107 **11.4 =01 %13 ** 6.0
108 and over 325 204 %272 14.7
Total 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0
Total ("G00} 1.3 2.0 2.7 6.0
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

INTRODUCTION

SCHOOLING

Attitudes to schooling

Educational attainment

Current post-schoot study

This chapter presents a statistical summary on the education and training of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and includes the following:

" schooling;

® attitudes to schooling;

® educational attainment and training;
® current study and further study; and

B access to educational institutions.

Participation rates at school, type of school, Indigenous content in curricula
and involvement of Indigencus teachers are all important characteristics of
the education of young Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders.

School participation rates declined significantly with age. For 14 year olds
the participation rate was 94%, while for 17 year olds the rate had fallen to
47% (31% nationally).

The majority (77%) of primary and secondary school students attended
government schools (87% nationally), while 20% atiended non-government
schools (12% nationally).

Nearly three quarters of all students (73%) were taught about Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander cultures at school. In addition, 50% were taught
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander languages.

Over half (68%) of all students were taught by an Indigenous teacher,
education worker, or had a community member.

Approximately 33% of people with children at school would have preferred
to send them to an Aboriginal community controlled school. However, 36%
preferred not to send the children to this type of school, 8% didn't know or
not stated and, the children of the remaining 23% already attended an
Aboriginal community controlled school.

Of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years and over, who
had left school, 9% had obtained a post-school educational qualification,

The level of attainment was very similar between the sexes. Some 9% of
males, had obtained a post-school qualification, as had 8% of females.

A higher proportion of persons with post-school qualifications (53%) were
employed than persons without qualifications, (33%). Similarly, persons
with post-school qualifications were more likely to earn a higher income
than persons without post-school qualifications. Some 74% of persons with
post-school qualifications earnt less than $25,000 per annum, compared to
94% of people without post-school qualifications.

An estimated 1,000 persons were currently studying for a qualification.
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TRAINING

Further study and training

Access to educational
institutions

Of 26,700 persons aged 15 years and over who had left school, an estimated
1,700 (6%) had undertaken training courses in the last 12 months (9%
nationally). Approximately 61% of these people undertook training courses
of nine weeks or more duration (61% nationally).

An estimated 29% of people aged 15 years and over, who had left school,
wanted to do further study or training. Some of these people felt they would
have problems attending courses and some difficulties were:

B lack of transport/travel, 5%;
B financial problems, 4%; and
B lack of chil-dcare, 3%.

Distance has been used as a guide to the level of access Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people have to educational institutions.

‘The majority of households were within 10 km of the nearest preschool
(80%), primary school (87%), and secondary school providing classes up to
year 10 (54%). However, the level of access to secondary schools providing
classes up to year 12, TAFE colleges and universities was much lower:

B 43% were within 10 km of the nearest secondary school providing classes
up to year 12, while 53% were over 10 km;

B 39% were within 10 km of the nearest TAFE college while 62% were over
10 km, and;

B 14% were within 10 km of the nearest university while 86% were over

10 km.

The level of access to all educational institutions was lower in rural areas
than in Darwin and other urban areas, particularly for secondary schools,
TAFE colleges and universities. For households in territory:

® 53% of households were over 10 km from the nearest secondary school
providing classes up to year 12;

W 62% were over 10 km from the nearest TAFE; and

B 86% were over 10 km from the nearest university.
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TABLE 28. EDUCATION : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY
AND NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

Persons aged Persons aged Persons aged 15 years  Persons with children attending
3-3 years(aj 3-18 years und over who have primary or secondary school

left school Woutd

prefer

children to

With attend

post- Happy Aboriginal

school with community

Attending Attending qualifi- children's comrolled
Area pre-school Toral schoal Total cation Total  education school  Total
per cent {000} per cent {000) per cent {'000} per cent (000}
AUSTRALIA(b) 40,3 282 81.7 106.3 16.9 1715 85.8 a2 60.9
New South Wales 389 8.3 86.8 26.4 203 45.2 773 42.0 14.8
Victoria **37.0 L5 837 59 238 11.1 74.9 42.3 38
Queensland 389 72 80.8 26.6 16,2 44.4 90.8 31.4 16.2
South Austrilia 42,4 1.7 824 6.0 231 10.6 80.0 234 43
Western Austratia 412 42 79.4 16.1 12.8 26.8 899 24.6 95
Tasmania 448 0.8 81.3 335 23.1 56 76.0 270 1.8
Northem Tetritory 43.} 43 75.8 15.5 8.8 26.7 948 334 10.0

NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS

Alice Springs **459 0.2 88.0 1.9 17.3 C 25 92.5 356 0.8
Jabim 451 0.9 75.8 2.7 40 50 93.7 56.4 1.7
Katherine 45.0 0.7 74.9 2.5 7.5 4.1 88.2 43.0 2.1
Aputida *22.0 0.6 61.2 2.1 42 47 954 242 1.5
Nhulunbuy 542 0.7 76.1 25 **5.1 18 97.7 **75 1.8
Tennant Creek 40.5 0.4 71.2 1.1 .1 2.1 100 27.1 1.0
Darwin 448 0.8 81.7 27 19.0 4.5 923 38.2 1.2
(=) Excludes p ding school. (b) Includes ACT aod Jarvis Hay.

TABLE 29. PERSONS ACED 13 TO 18 YEARS : AGE BY SCHOOL PARTICIPATION RATE(a) BY SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
{per cent)

Mules Females Persons
Age (years)
13 100 100 100
14 92 96 94
15 80 67 73
16 40 60 48
17 46 47 47
18 9 8 9

() The schoo] participation rate measures the number of school students of & particnlar age expreased a3 a propostion of the estmated resident population of the same age end
sex,
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TABLE 30, SCHOOL STUDENTS :

CHARACTERISTICS OF SCHOOLING BY TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Characteristics of schoaling Government Nonr-Government Yotaliu,
— per cent —

Level of school attending

Primary school 77.6 44.7 1.1

Secondary school 210 **16.5 15.9

Combined Primary/Secondary schoel 14 38.7 5.0

Tatal 100.0 100.0 100.0

Whether tanght abeut Ahoriginal er Torres

Strait Islander cultures at school

Taught about culture 68.9 88.6 T2.8

Not taught abour culture 310 **11.4 26.7

Nol stated "* 3.1 ** 0.0 04

Total 100.0 100.4 100.0

Whether tanght Aboriginal or Torres Strait

Islander languages at schoeol

Taught language 46.3 62.6 50.2

Nat taught language 47.7 6.8 44 8

Don’t kmow/not stated 6.0 0.6 51

Total 100.0 1040.0 180.0

Whether taught by an Aboriginal or Torres

Strait Islander teacher/education

worker/community member

Yes 7.0 56.3 682

No 26.1 437 29.2

Don™t know/net stated 29 *»* 00 26

Total ("0 22 2.4 11.%

{2} The eofumn "Don’t know/Not stated” haz not been displayed due to high srandard error, however the figures in this column do include these

Rems.

TABLE 31, FERSONS WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING PRIMARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOL : ATTITUDES TC SCHOOLING

CHILDREN ARE RECEIVING
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Arntitudes io children s schooling Persons
— per cent —
Whether happy with edacation children are
recelving at school
Happy with education 4.8
Not happy with education ** 4.4
Don't know/not stated **08
Total 100.0
Whether made to feel welcome at children’s
school
Feels welcame 867
Sometimes feels/does not feel
welcome or don't know 5.6
Does not go to the school 76
Total 100.8
Whether involved in decislon making at
chitdrea’s school
Involved 43.3
Not involved 54.7
Not stated > 0.0
Total 100.0
Whether preferred to send children te
Aboriginal community controlled school
Would have preferred 334
Would not have preferred 357
Alrcady attends 228
Den't know/nat stated 8.1
Total 100.0
Tatal (*000) 10.0

ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4190.7 - 1994 25



TABLE 32. PERSONS ACED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAVE LEFT SCHOOL : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY HIGHEST
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1954

With post-sehool Without past-school

educational educational Total
gqualifications qualiifications Total '000)
—percent —
Meles 9.4 90.6 1M).0 131
Females g1 919 100.0 13.6
Persons a3 91.2 180.0 26.7
Age group (yesrs) .
15-24 =58 934 100.0 7.8
2544 114 88.6 1600 £3.2
45 and over **35 94.5 100.0 5.6
Part of scate
Capital city 156 g44 1{K).0 3R
Other urhan B.7 213 100.0 6.8
Rural 7.2 92.8 100.0 168
Labaur force statns
Employed
Non-CDEP 19.6 80.4 100.0 5.2
CDEP(c) * 60 94.0 100.0 3.8
Unemployed wos 90.5 100.0 5.1
Not in labour force 47 953 100.0 12.4
Not applicable =79 **021 *+100.0 **04
Annual personal income ($)
G-12,080 51 %49 100.0 17.8
12,001-25,000 12,5 875 100.0 6.3
25,001 or more * 263 7.7 100.0 1.9
Nat stated/not applicable =04 ** 706 100.0 0.7

{c) Community Development Employment Projects.

TABLE 33. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAVE LEFT SCHOOL : WHETHER WANTS TO DO FURTHER
STUDY OR TRAINING BY MAIN DIFFICULTY
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1954

Persons
— per cent —
‘Wants to do forther study or training
Main difficulty
No childcare gvajlable 2.8
Lack of transport/travel 4.7
Financial probiems 37
Lack of English proficiency *™i6
Lack of pre-requisites ”19
Na courses available 4.2
Other difficulty 25
No difficuity 6.9
Not stated > 0.2
Total 28.5
Daoes not want to do further study ot
training 713
Not stated 0.2
Total 100.0
Total (*000) , 26,7
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TABLE 34. FERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAVE LEFT SCHOOL AND ARE CURRENTLY STUDYING FOR A
QUALIFICATION : TYPE OF INSTITUTION ATTENDING AND PART OF STATE AND SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Persons
—Per cent —
Institution providing coarse
Tniversity(a) #4561
TAFE iR g
{Other / Not stated *% 35 1}
Fotal 100.0
e (CO00Y —
Part of State
Capital city ** 01
Other urban - **D.3
Rural ** )5
Total 1.4
Sex
Males 04
Females 0.6
Total 1.0

(a) Includes ather higher educational institutions.

TABLE 35 PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO HAVE LEFT SCHOOL AND WHO ATTENDED A TRAINING COURSE IN THE
LAST 12 MONTHS: DETAILS OF MAIN TRAINING COURSE ATTENDED
- . . NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Detaifs of main training course Persons
— per cent ~--

Provider of course

TAFE / Employer 439

Criher / Not stated 56.1

Total 100.0

‘Whether completed

Cempleted 65.5

Didn't complete, still studying,

of not stated 34.5

Tuatal 100.0

Length of course

Less than 9 weeks 36.1

9 weeks or more 81.2

Tuatal 1000

Total ("000) L7
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TABLE 36. HOUSEHOLDS IN FRIVATE DWELLINGS : DISTANCE FROM NEAREST EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Distance in kms to negrest institution Toiai
— per cent —
Distance to nearest pre-schook
0-10km 79.9
Other 20.1
Total 100.0
Distance to nearest primary school
0-10 km 86.9
Other 131
Taotal 100,0
Distance to nearest secondary school-year 10
0-10km 51.8
Cver 10 km 9.2
Nol stated 7.0
Total 160.0
Distance to nearest secondary school-year 12
0-10km 43.4
Over 1 km 53.1
Not stated LW
Taotal 100.0
Distance to nearest TAFE college
D-10km 185
Over 10km 61.5
Not stated =00
Total 100.0
Distance to mearest Univershy
0-10km 13.9
Over 10 km 861
Not stated a0
Total 1040
Total ("000) 23
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INTRODUCTION

EMPLOYMENT

Labour force status

Nature of jobs

Unemployment

Persons not in the labour
force

EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME

This chapter presents the main findings on employment and income
including;

® labour force status;

B jobs and cultural obligation;
® difficulties finding a job;

® vyoluntary work; and

2 level and source of income.

The importance of work (paid or unpaid) is a feature of adult life. A person’s
labour force status can often be linked to education and income and may
impact on their socio-economic well-being.

The total number of peopie in the labour force was estimated at 13,900
persons (8,800 employed and 5,100 unemployed). The labour force
participation rate was 50% for persons aged 15 years and over, 58%
nationally. There was a sizeable difference in the participation rate for
males, 61% (72% nationally) and females, 39% (44% nationally).

The overall unemployment rate was 37%, (38% nationally) males 40% and
females 32%. The unemployment rate was greatest in the 15-19 age group
(47%) and also very high in the 20-24 age group (39%). Females generally
had a lower unemployment rate than males, except for 15-19 age group
where males had a rate of 34% and females 64%.

An estimated 41%, (26% nationally) of employed persons were working in a
Community Development Employment Project (CDEP) scheme.

Some 13% of persons were not able to meet their Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander cultural obligations because of work commitments.

Of the 8,800 employed persons, 42% worked for a public sector organisation
while 55% were employed in the private sector. In the private sector, 36%
worked for an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander community organisation.
In rural areas 42% worked for an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
community organisation.

Over the 12 months prior to interview 10,800 persons aged 15 and over, had
at least onie job. A fifth (20%) worked for the full 12 months.

Of the 5,100 unemployed persons, 49% had been out of work and looking
for work for less than 12 months and 51% for 12 months or longer. Most
unemployed persons (81%) were looking for fuli-time employment.

Of the 14,100 persons not in the labour force, that is, who were not working
and not looking for work, 26% wanted a job: as did 31% of persons aged
25—44; 21% of those in other urban areas and 27% in rural areas.
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Voluntary work  Around 10,100 persons, or 36% of persons aged 15 years and over, were
engaged in voluntary work (27% nationally). More than half the volunteers
(61%) did six or more hours of voluntary work per week.

INCOME Information on the level and source of income assists in understanding
financial well-being. Regular income, regardless of source, is the main
means by which individuals and households finance consumption. For

persons aged 15 years and over, the main findings on income follow,

Personal income An estimated 70% (59% nationally) received an annual income of $12,000 or
less, while 7% received more than $25,000 (11% nationally).

Government payments were the main source of income for 60% of persons,
non-CDEP earned income for 17% and CDEP earned income for 11%. An
estimated 10% of persons had no income.

The mean annual income was $12,020 ($11,624 for males and $12,376 for
females). The highest mean annual income was accrued by persons in
non-CDEP employment ($22,122) followed by CDEP employment ($11,948)
and government payments (§9,211).

Of the estimated 18,900 persons who received government payments:

B 39% received family paymenis;

¥ 44% received Newstart or Jobsearch; and

B 11% received a sole parent pension (of whom 98% were female).
Household income Incomplete or no income information was obtained for 24% of households.

The annual income of around 14% (20% nationally) of private dwelling

households was determined to have an annual household income of

$16,000 or less; 35% (40% nationally) had a determined income between

$16,001 and $40,000; and 27% (22% nationally) had a detemined income of
over $40,000,

Household income and the proportion of houscholds with incomplete
income information generally increased with household size.
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TABLE 37. EMPLOYMENT : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY AND
NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

Persons aged 15 years and over in the labour force Persons aged 15 years and over
Unemploved
Jor Notin Part-
12 months labour cipation
Employed Unemployed or more Totalfa) Sforce rate Toual(a)
per cent {000} per cent {000
AUSTRALIA(b) 61.8 38.2 18.9 105.2 42.0 58.0 181.5
New South Wales 54.4 456 258 28.5 40.5 59.5 47.9
Victoria 61.9 38.1 14.0 75 35.6 64.4 11.6
Queensland 669 331 13.2 28.2 41.1 589 47.8
South Australia 55.4 44.6 262 6.2 43.9 56.1 11.1
Western Australia 63.4 36.6 19.0 159 42.0 58.0 27.5
Tasmania 71.5 28.5 13.1 18 374 62.6 6.1
Narthern Territory 63.4 36.6 18.4 139 50.3 497 28.0

NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS

Alice Springs 80.4 19.6 **6.2 1.6 44.3 55.7 2.9
Jabiru 46.2 538 342 31 422 57.8 54
Katherine 60.4 39.6 24.0 1.8 57.4 4256 4.3
Apumla B2.1 £7.9 13.0 1.5 63.5 30.5 4.8
Nhulunbuy 73.1 26.9 16.8 24 41.3 58.7 4.0
Tennant Creek 62.9 371 124 13 40.6 594 2.1
Darwin 54.8 452 0.0 2.6 47.5 52.5 4.9

{n} Totnl for Avstralia, States and Nevthern Territory excludes persons in prisos. (b} loclodes ACT and Jervis Bay.

TABLE 33. FERSONAL INCOME : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY AND NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS,

1994
Main Source of 1
Earmed income  Earned income Government Arnunl income  Annual income
Non-CDEP CDEP(a) payments Noincome 312000 orless over 325 606 Toralfh)
— per cens— ("000)

AUSTRALIA(c) 24.1 as 49 10.7 59.4 11.3 181.5
New South Wales 259 43 56.5 11.1 569 13.0 47.9
Victoria 21 32 51.6 13.0 533 16.2 11.6
Queensland 24.2 11.6 50.1 11.7 558 1ua 478
South Avstralia 211 63 £2.0 74 623 1.3 11.1
Western Australia 200 131 56.6 9.1 637 9.3 5
Tasmania 41.3 =02 476 10.3 53.6 14.1 6.1
Notthern Territory 169 113 60.4 10.4 697 6.8 2B.0
NORTHERN
TERRITORY ATSIC
REGIONS
Alice Springs 277 15.4 499 54 588 18.0 29
Jabiru 13.8 10.0 65.5 103 80.5 30 5.4
Katherine 10.7 8.8 68.3 10.3 69.9 4.9 4.3
Aputla 104 10.3 68.1 10.6 76.0 30 4.8
Nhuluzbary 19.6 19.4 421 18.5 673 =73 4.0
Tennant Creek 10.8 234 500 34 66.5 59 21
Darwin 26.5 1.4 61.6 9.6 61.1 99 4.9
{a) Community Development Employment Projects. (b) Total for Ausiralin, States ant Northern Territory exchides p in prisoa, refer to Appendix B. (c) Includes
ACT and Jervis Bay.
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TABLE 39. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER(s) : LABOUR FORCE STATUS BY SEX BY AGE AND PART OF STATE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
('000)
Age group {years) Part of State
i5-24 25-44 45 andover  Capital city  Other urban Rural Total
MALES

Employed
Non-CDEP 0.5 1.5 04 **04 07 1.5 2.5
CDEP(b} 1.0 1.3 **0.3 ** (0.1 ** 0.5 1.9 2.5
Tuotal LS 18 0.7 ** 0.4 L2 34 5.0
Unemployed 1.0 19 0.4 ®.7 1.1 1.5 3.3
Unemployment rate (per cent) 40.0 403 361 61.2 4%.0 3Lz 39.7
Total Labour Force 2.5 4.7 L1 1.1 23 5.0 8.3
Not in Labour Force 23 15 L5 0.7 0.9 3.7 5.3
Participation raie (per cent} 524 5.7 41.3 50.7 71.8 572 60.9
Tatal 4.8 62 1.6 1.8 32 8.7 13.7

FEMAILES

Employed
Non-CDEP Q.7 1.7 0.4 0.6 1.1 1.0 2.7
CDEP(b} ** 0.3 0.7 = 0.1 - 0.0 =02 0.9 1.1
Total 1.0 14 > 0.5 0.6 1.3 1% 3.8
Unemployed 0.8 0.9 0l =04 0.7 0.7 1.8
Unemployment rate {per cent) 44.9 2712 20.2 369 351 28.0 321
Total Labour Force 1.8 iz 0.6 1.0 2.0 2.6 5.6
Not in Labour Force 29 35 24 1.1 19 58 8K
Participation rate (per cent) 379 483 1.6 488 51.0 1.0 38.9
Tatal 4.7 6.7 3.0 21 i 84 14.4

PERSCNS

Empleyed
Non-CDEP 1.2 32 0.8 1.0 1.8 2.5 53
CDEP(b) 1.3 1.9 - 0.4 g 07 2.8 16
Tatal 25 52 L2 1.1 25 53 8.8
Unemployed 1.8 28 0.5 Lo L8 2.3 5.1
Unemployment rate (per cent) 42.0 350 30.5 49.4 420 30,0 36.6
Total Labour Force 4.3 8.0 L7 21 4.2 T.6 13.9
Not in Labour Force 52 50 3.9 1.8 28 Q.5 14.1
Participation rate {per cent) 453 6L.5 297 53.% 60.4 4.3 497
Total 9.5 129 5.6 .9 7.6 17.1 28.0

(a) Excludes persons in prisons, refer to Explanatory notes.  {b) Community Development Employment Projects,
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TABLE 40. PERSONS ACED 15 YEARS AND OVER{z} : NUMBER OF JOBS IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS BY NUMBER OF MONTHS

WORKED IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

('000)
Less than 3 3 months toless 6 ths to less § A to less
manths  than  months  than 9 moniths  than 12 months {2 months Not stated Total
Nojobs 16.7 . - - - . 16.7
One job 1.1 1.1 1.3 0.6 53 ** 01 9.5
Two or more jobs 0.1 **0.1 w4 0.5 01 **54 **0.0 1.3
Not stated ** 0.0 0.0 ** 0.0 0.0 *=*00 0.5 0.5
Total 17.9 i3 1B 0.7 5.7 0.6 28.0
(a) Excludes persons in prisens, refer to Explanatory notes
TABLE 41. FERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO ARE EMFPLOYED : WHETHER WORK ALLOWS CULTURAL
OBLIGATIONS TO BE MET
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Total

— per cent —
All workers

Can meet obligations 716

Cannot meet cbligatons 13.3

Doesn't have cultural obiigations 6.7

Not srated g4

Tatal 100.0

Tatal ("00D) a8

TABLE 42, PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO ARE EMPLOYED : SECTOR OF EMFLOYMENT BY PART OF STATE AND

SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Pant of State
Sector of employment Capital eity Orther urban Rutral Males Females Persons
— pet cent —

Public Sector ** 39.8 408 433 g9 46.5 422
Private Sector

Community **9.5 337 41.7 41.3 28.0 156
Other Priveate ** 44 8 *®20.3 14.3 16.8 233 19.6
Tatal 4.3 53.9 56.0 58.1 513 552
Not stated ** 59 **53 **0.8 ** 30 21 26
Tacal (*000) 1.1 25 53 5.0 38 88
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TABLE 43. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED : LENGTH OF TIME UNEMPLOYED BY SEX, AGE

AND PART OF STATE
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
(*000)

Less than 12 months 12 months or more Not stared Total
Males 1.7 16 == 0.0 33
Females 0.8 1.0 =00 1.8
Age group (years)
15-24 0.8 1.0 =00 1.8
25-44 1.4 1.4 *0.0 28
45 and over ** 43 =02 ** 0.0 ** 0.5
Part of state
Capital city O.R -02 *00 1o
{ther urban 0.8 1.0 ** 0.0 1.8
Rural 09 1.3 ** 0.0 23
Totul 1.5 2.6 0.0 5.1

TABLE 44. FERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO ARE UNEMFPLOYED : WHETHER LOOKING FOR FULL-TIME OR

FART-TIME WORK BY PART OF STATE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Part of State
Capital city  Other urban Rural Males Females Persons
— per cent —

Whether looking for full-fime or part=tline work
Full-titne 79.5 §9.5 74.4 8RS 66.4 £0.7
Part-time 205 “*10.2 252 **11.2 334 19.0
Not stated ** 0.0 02 =4 03 =02 02
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 180.0 180.0 100.0

TABLE 45. FERSONS ACGED 15 YEARS AND OVER WHO ARE NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE : WHETHER WOULD LIKE A JOB

BUT NOT LOOKING FOR WORK BY PART OF STATE, AGE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Part of State Age group vears)
Capital Other 45 and
city urban Rutral 15-24 25-44 gver Males Females Persons
— per cent —
‘Would like a job but not looking for work ** 251 208 27.0 344 305 80 313 222 25.6
Weuld net like a job 434 67.9 62,7 529 529 829 52,9 66.4 61.3
Did not state if would like a job 304 113 10.3 12.7 16.5 **91 15.8 11.4 13.1
Total ("0) 1.8 1.8 9.5 52 50 39 53 8.8 14.1
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TABLE 46, PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER(n) : WHETHER ENGAGED IN VOLUNTARY WORK AND TYPE OF VOLUNTARY

WORK UNDERTAKEN
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Total (000}
Person engaged in voluntary work 10.}
Caring for sick or aged people 1.7

Working for community ot sporting
organsations 1.7
Working at a school or with youth groups 09
Working on committees 19
Hunting, fishing or gathering bush food 8.0
Other =02
Person not engaged in voluntary work 17.7
Not stated =03

{a) Excluedes persons in prisons, refer 1o Explanatory notes.

TABLE 47. FERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER(a) : SEX, PART OF STATE AND MEAN ANNUAL INCOME BY MAIN SOURCE OF
INCOME
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Main source of income

Earned
income Earned
Non- income Government Al income Total
CDEP CDEP(b}  payments recipienis  Ne income  Noi siated Total {000}
Males 17.4 17.4 512 £6.0 12.7 **13 108.0 13.7
Females 16.3 5.5 69.2 21.0 8.2 0.3 100.0 14.4
Persons 16.9 113 60.4 8.6 10.4 = 1.6 100.G 28.0
Part of State
Capital city 24.8 ** 1.7 64.1 9%0.6 =37 ** {8 100.0 ERY
Otber vban 223 9.0 57.6 893 9.5 ~11 108.0 7.0
Rural 12.7 144 a0.7 878 11.1 11 100.0 171
Annual personal income ($)
0-12,000 45 il.3 693 851 14.9 - 100.0 19.5
12,081-25,000 355 12.8 51.7 160.0 . - 100.0 6.3
25,001 or more 8§54 381 "e4 100.0 . - 100.0 1.9
Not stated . . . ** 100.0 = 100.0 03
Mean snnual income — —5—
Males 22474 11,663 7.914 11,624
Females 21,765 12,803 10,124 12,376
Persons 22,122 11,948 9211 12,020

{a} Excludes persons in prisons, refer to Explanatory notes. (b) Community Develonment Emnloyment Projects.
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TABLE 48. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER(a) : WHETHER RECEIVING GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS BY TYPE OF

PAYMENT BY AGE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
("000)
Age group (years)
13-24 25-44 45 and over Males Females Persans
Persons receiving Government payments 5.6 20 44 7.3 11.6 L8.9
Allowances and pensions
Newstart allowatnce 1.1 20 04 2.2 13 35
Jobsearch allowance 18 24 08 28 2.1 49
Age pension or sickness allowance * 0.0 =02 25 Lo 1.7 2.7
Disability support pension ** (] e 0.4 403 04 0.4 0.8
Sole parent pension 0.8 1.2 **01 ** 0.1 21 2.1
Other payments{b)

Family payment 22 4.4 0.8 ** 0.4 18 74
Rent assistance 0.8 1.5 0.8 1.6 2.1 3.1
Other 0s 07 =01 09 0.9 18
Persons not receiving Government payments ER 39 1.2 6.2 2.7 R
Not stated 01 *00 **0.1 **0.1 =01 2
Total 9.5 129 56 1.7 14.4 28.0

(2) Excludes persons in prisons, refer to Explanatory actes. {b} Persons may be receiving an all or g in addition ™ one or more of these payments.

- TABLE 49. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : NUMBER OF DEPENDANTS BY WHETHER ANY PERSON WORKING
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Number of persons working

Number of dependent children in the One or mare
househald _persons working No one working Total Toral {000
— per cent —

None 62.6 374 100.0 2.2
One 792 208 100.0 1.3
Two 689 *=31.1 10§00 1.3
Three 7.3 287 100, 1.3
Four or more 63.7 36.3 100.0 2.2
Totsal 67.8 312 10400 83

TABLE 50. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY NUMBER OF USUAL RESIDENTS IN
HOUSEHOLD BY PART OF STATE

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Number of tistial residents Part of State

Annual household

income (8} o3 4 or more Capital city ther urban Rural Toral

—— per cent —

0-12,000 ** 174 *2.2 ** 133 w55 ** 3.3 70
12,001-16,000 161 27 * 10.0 33 78 69
16,001-25,000 20.7 ©1LE **20.5 **13.5 13.0 14.6
25,601-40,000 *16.5 223 **20.2 **210 19.2 204
40,001 or more *19.2 307 280 255 275 270
Not stated **10.1 305 **8.1 202 211 24.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 10:0.0
Teotal {"000) 2.6 57 1.6 2.3 4.4 8.3
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LAW AND JUSTICE

INTRGDUCTION

Use of legal services

Arrests

Personal safety

Family viclence

This chapter contains the survey results covering the following issues:
® use of legal services;

® arrests;

B personal safety including family violence; and

B artitudes to and relations with police.

During the 12 months before interview, 15% (17% nationally) of persons
aged 13 years and over needed to use legal services. Of these, 13% used the
Aboriginal Legal Service. Male needs (20%) were higher than female (10%).

A fifth of persons aged 13 years and over had been arrested at least once in
the last five years. A higher proportion of males (32%) (32% nationally) than
females (7%) (9% nationally) had been arrested. Approximately 76% of
persons aged between 15—44 years had not been arrested in comparison to
91% of persons aged 45 years and over. Some 61% of males and 91% of
fernales aged between 15—44 years had not been arrested. Some 58% of
those arrested reported having been arrested more than once in the last 5

years.

A larger proportion of persons who had been taken away from their natural
families as children, reported not being arrested (83%) compared to those
who had not been separated from their natural families (80%).

Rates of arrest were higher in Darwin (23%) and in rural areas (20%) and
lowest in other urban areas (16%).

Rates of arrest were higher amongst persons who had left school below
year 10 (24%) and those who had completed year 10 (22%).

An estimated 33% of unemployed persons and 28% of persons working on
CDEP had been arrested. In comparison, 17% of persons who were working
in non-CDEP employment or 15% who were not in the labour force reported
being arrested. Amongst unemployed persons, a higher proportion
reported multiple arrests (19%) compared to being arrested on one occasion
only (13%).

Approximately 10% (13% nationally) of persons aged 13 years and over had
been physically attacked or verbally threatened in the 12 months preceding
interview. A tenth of males and females were attacked or verbally
threatened. Of persons who had been physically attacked or verbally
threatened, 35% suffered verbal threats, 47% physical attacks and 18% both.

Of persons physically attacked or verbally threatened in the last incident,
only 29% reported the incident to the police.

Approximately 48% (45% nationally) of persons aged 13 years and over
perceived family violence to be a common problem in their local area while
29% felt that it was not and 23% did not know. More females (52%) than
males (43%) felt that family violence was a common problem.
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Relations with police

The survey asked questions relating to incidents of friction with police,
including whether a person reported being hassled or physically assaulted
by the police in the last year.

Of all persons aged 13 years and over (7%) reported being hassled by police
during the 12 months prior to being interviewed (10% nationally). Some
11% of males said they were hassled.

Approximately 2% of persons aged 13 years and over said they were
physically assaulted by the police in the 12 months before interview.,

Pcople's assessment of whether relations with the police had improved,
stayed the same or worsened over the last five years indicated that 41% felt
persons get along with police about the same as five years ago (39%
nationally). Nearly a one-third (31%) felt that current police relations are
better, 10% worse and 18% did not know. The estimates were similar for
both males and females.

Approximately 64% of persons aged 13 years and over thought the police
performed well when dealing with crime (37% nationally) and 68% with
violence (37% nationally). A similar proportion expressed satisfaction at
police dealings with family violence, 65%. The proportion of persons who
thought the police did not do a good job in the following areas were:

B dealing with crime, 16%;
B dealing with violence, 12%; and

8% dealing with family violence, 12%.
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TABLE 51, LAW AND JUSTICE AND VOTING PATTERNS : STATES, NORTHERN TERRITORY
AND NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS, 1994

Persons aged 13 years and over __ Persons aged 18 pears and aver
Believe that
Needed people get
Physically legal on bener
attacked services  Arrested  with police Voted in Voted in
or verbally in last inlast  now than Federal ATSIC
threatened 12 Months 5 years 3 years ago Total election election Total
percent (000} per cent {006}
AUSTRALIA(a) 12.9 16.9 20.4 21.5 197.5 66.2 194 163.8
New South Wales 14.6 17.2 225 19.6 2.0 64.2 25.0 43.0
Victoria 25.2 253 22.6 21.1 12.6 67.2 299 10.6
Queensland 8.8 142 149 18.7 52.1 701 433 43.1
South Australia 15.4 221 28.% 24,1 119 577 303 10.1
Western Australia 135 173 254 20.6 302 60.6 48.2 250
Tasmania 13.4 17.4 126 154 6.6 §7.1 200 5.4
Northern Territery 10.2 147 19.6 306 309 66.9 59.8 255

NORTHERN TERRITORY ATSIC REGIONS

Alice Springs 118 147 16.9 17.6 i6 68.2 62.3 24
Jabim 3.6 108 19.1 20.7 35 73.0 72.8 4.8
Katherine 134 9.1 122 48.4 46 71.7 44.1 39
Aputula 9.6 10.5 25.5 26.6 50 54.4 66.5 4.4
Nhuluntuy 95 12.7 18.1 18.4 45 76.8 702 38
Tennant Creck 24 10.4 356 63.1 22 86.2 gL8 240
Darwin 12.6 19.3 19.0 272 55 52.8 336 4.4

(%) Includes ACT snd Jervis Bay.

TABLE 52. FERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER : WHETHER NEFDED TO USE LEGAL SERVICES IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS
AND TYPE OF LEGAL SERVICE USED BY DISTARCE TO NEAREST ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE BY SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Distanee to nearest Aboriginal Legal
Service (kn1)

B-50 Over 50 Males Females FPersons
Need legal services{s} 18.2 12.t 19.6 10.0 14.7
Used Aboriginel legal service 15.8 1.6 183 8.6 13.4
Used other legal service =21 “* 3.5 12 =13 ** 13
Did not use legal service (.5 **0.1 *03 *02 02
Did not need legal services 80.8 87.7 79.6 899 848
Not gated *1.0 **03 =08 ** 1 * 0.5
Taotal 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total ("6} 9.5 208 153 15.6 30.9

() Persons may have used moie than one type of legal service.
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TABLE 33. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER : SELECTED PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS BY WHETHER ARRESTED IN

LAST 5 YEARS
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Total
Noi arrested Arrested Totat {000
— T cont —
Males-Age group {years}
13-14 100.0 “* 0.0 100.0 12
15-24 643 357 100.0 4.9
25-44 58.2 41.8 100.0 6.5
45 and over 83.0 ** 170 1u0.0 2.6
Total 67.7 323 160.0 15.3
Females-Age group (years)
13-14 106.0 0.0 10006 1.2
15-24 96.6 *34 100.0 4.7
2544 §7.1 12.9 100.0 6.7
45 and over 971 20 1000 3.0
Total 92.9 7.1 100.0 15.6
Persons-Age group (years)
13-14 100.0 **+0.0 1000 2.4
15-24 80.0 20.0 100.0 96
25-44 128 27.2 1000 13.2
43 and over 50.5 *®95 100.0 5.6
Total 80.4 19.6 100.0 9
Part of State
Capiral city 773 22.7 100.0 4.6
Other urban 839 16.1 100.0 7.8
Rural 79.7 20.3 100.0 18.4
Whether taken away from natursl family as a child
Taken away as & child 82.7 ** 173 160.0 1.6
Not taken away as a child 80.4 19.6 100.0 28.8
No answer/not stated ™ 712 **288 ** 100.0 **0.4
Whether recognises homelands
Recognises homelands 7.9 20.1 100.0 289
Dogs not recognise homelands 89.2 ** 10.8 100.0 19
Not stated > 40.7 **59.3 ** 1000 0.0
Educationsl attainment
Still at school 9.2 *08 100.0 4.1
Below year 10 75.6 244 106.0 16.5
Year 10 7.9 221 100.0 6.5
Year 12 £8.4 * 1L6 100.0 1.5
With post-schaol
educational qualifications 83.6 ** 164 100.0 23
Whether working
Employed
Neo-CDEP 83.0 17.0 100.0 3.3
CDEP(a) 7.9 28.1 100.0 36
Unemployed 66.8 332 100.0 51
Not in Labour Force 85.1 149 160.0 14.1
Not applicable 87.8 “x 122 100.6 2.8
®C ity Developmeat Employment Projects.

40 ABS - NATSIS, NT - 4190.7 - 1994



TABLE 54. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER : WHETHER PEYSICALLY ATTACKED OR VERBAILY THREATENED IN THE
LAST 12 MONTHS BY SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Males Femal, Persons
— per cent —

Verbally threatened or physically attacked
Verbally threatened only 35 3.6 36
Physically antacked only 33 43 48
Werbally threatened and physically antacked 12 **24 1.8
Total 10.0 10.4 16.2
Not verbally 1hreatened or physically attacked 0.0 89.6 89.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total {*000) 153 15.6 3%

TABLE 55. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER WHO WERE PHYSICALLY ATTACKED OR VERBALLY THREATENED IN THE
LAST 12 MONTHS : WHETHER LAST INCIDENT WAS REPORTED TO POLICE BY AGE AND SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Age growp (years)
i3-24 25 and over Males Females Persons(b}
—p=r cent —

Whether last physical attack reportedia)
Nat reported —_ — — — 63.5
Reported — — — — 345
Toial Iast incident was a physical atiack (*000) 0.6 13 0.9 1.0 1.9
‘Whether last verbal sttack reported(s)
Not reported —_ — — — 77.1
Reported — — —_ - ** 208
Total last incident was a verhal threat {*000) ** 04 08 0.6 0.6 1.2
Total ("008) 0.9 2.2 15 1.6 it
(a) Celis ining symbal *-* supp 1 due to very Jow response rates  (h) The very amall number of "Not stated’ responses have not been displayed, hence the column dogs

not always edd to 100%.

TABLE 56. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OYER(a) : WH'E'I'HER FAMILY VIOLENCE IS A COMMON PROBLEM IN THE LOCAL
ARFA BY PART OF STATE BY SEX

NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994
Part of state
Capiral city Other urban Rural Total

Males  Females Males  Females Males  Females Males  Females  Persons

Family violence is a problem 47.8 61.0 4.5 493 42,2 50,7 4314 51.9 471.7
Family violence is not a problem ** 258 296 33.7 286 274 279 28.6 28.3 285
Don't kuow/not stated 264 ** 94 222 221 0.4 21.4 28.0 19.8 238
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10.0 100.0 100.0
Total C000) 1 24 34 42 9.4 2.1 14.8 15.6 30.4

(a) Excludes persons in prisons, refar to Explanatory notes
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TABLE 57. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER : WHETHER HASSLED OR PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED BY POLICE IN THE LASY
12 MONTHS BY SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Males Females Persons
—per cent —

Whether hassled by the police in the last year
Hassled by the police : 109 ** 26 6.7
Not hassled by the police 87.6 97.0 92,4
Not stated ™15 04 LLgIX
Total 100.0 190.0 100.0
Whether phystcally assankted by police In last year
Assaulted by the police il -1 =08 2.1
Not assaulted by the police 95.7 99.0 973
Not stated **0.8 02 Rt
Taotal 1000 100.0 10:0.0
Total (*000) 15.3 156 30.9

TABLE 58 PERSONS AGET} 13 YEARS AND OVER : FERCEPTION OF CURRENT RELATIONS WITH POLICE COMPARED TO 5
YEARS AGO BY AGE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 19%4

Age group (years)
13-24 25 and over Males Females Persons
. —— per cent —-

‘Whether Aberiginal and Torres Strait

Islander people get along with the pelice

better now than 5 years ago

Beiter 227 156 309 303 30.6
- About the same 38.6 41.6 41.5 39.5 40.5

Worse 9.8 10.6 10.0 106 10.3

Don't inow/not stated 28.9 12.2 176 19.7 18.7

‘Total 100.0 100.0 10400 10000 100.0

‘Total (*000) 12.0 18.8 153 15.6 30.9
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TABLE 59. PERSONS AGED 13 YEARS AND OVER(a) : WHEETHER POLICE DO A GOOD JOB DEALING WITH CRIME, VIOLENCE
AND FAMILY YIOLENCE BY AGE AND SEX
NORTHERN TERRITORY, 1994

Age group (years)

Whether polive do & good job 13-24 23-44 43 and over Males Females Persons
— per cent —

Dealing with crime
Police do or sormetimes do a good job 583 65.8 71.1 64.3 64.2 64,2
Police don’t de a good job 113 19.7 108 139 172 15.6
Deon’tknow/not stated 274 14.5 181 21.8 18.7 20.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Dealing with vielence
Police do or sometimes do a good job 62.3 69.4 759 67.2 68.5 67.8
Folice don’t do a good job 11.4 14.2 52 11.6 1.7 il.6
Don’t know/mat stated 263 16.4 179 212 199 20.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Dealing with family violence
Police do or semetimes do a good job 60.6 §5.0 728 63.2 86.1 64.7
Police don't do & good job 3 ] 165 =71 1.7 125 121
Don’t know/not statec 29.7 185 20.2 251 21.4 23.2
Total 10€.0 100.6 100.9 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total {*000) 1.9 129 5.6 148 15.6 30.4

{a) Excludes persons in prisons, refer to Explanatory notes
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

INTRODUCTION

SCOPE
Persons

Dwellings

Geographical area

COVERAGE

SURVEY DESIGN

1 This publication presents one of the first national surveys of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and includes estimates of the
demographic, social and economic characteristics of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander populations. In these notes all numerical details refer
to the whole of Australia.

2  The survey sample was selected from all people identifying as
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders who live in Australia.
Non-Indigenous people usually residing in households with Indigencus
people were included so that information for families and households
would be complete. Solely non-Indigenous households were excluded
from the survey.

38 The survey included both private and special dwellings and where
possible, people not living in a dwelling (campers-out). Private dwellings
include houses, flats, home units, garages, tents and improvised houses,
Special dwellings are prisons, educational institutions, nursing homes,
caravan parks, hostels, staff quarters, etc.

4  The survey encompassed remote, rural and urban areas and included
all States and Territories.

&  Rules were applied to ensure cach person within the scope of the
survey had only one chance of selection. The reference period for
determining coverage was the current calendar month, i.e. the month in
which interviews were conducted in the area. A person was interviewed at
their usual restdence unless they were away from the selected dwelling for
the full calendar month. Persons away from their usual residence for the
full calendar month had their chance of selection as a visitor at another

dwelling.

6  Visitors and campers-out with no specific place of residence were
interviewed where found.

7 The estimates contained in this publication are based on information
obtained from a sample of approximately 5,000 dwellings throughout
Australia which comprised about 6.6% (17,500 persons) of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander population, as reported in the 1991 Census of
Population and Housing. Households were selected at random using a
multistage sample design stratified by the 35 ATSIC Regions and Torres
Strait area. This design ensured the sample was nationally representative of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in different

circumstances across the country.

8 Asample of prisoners was included in the survey to ensure that
estimates at the State, Northern Territory and national levels reflect the
characteristics and attitudes of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people, including those in prison. The sample was not designed to
produce separate estimates for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
prison population itself. A clustered sample of male and female prisoners
in 15 establishments, distributed across all States and the Northern
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METHODOLOGY

Territory, was selected in a way that conformed with the above aims, and
was consistent with the costs and operational constraints of conducting the
survey.

9 It was not possible to select a prison sample that enabled prisoners to
be included in statistics for ATSIC Regions. The prison sample was
clustered in each State and the Northern Territory, and so prisoners are
over represented in some ATSIC Regions and under represented or not
represented at all in others. To produce regional estimates on this basis
would distort regional characteristics particularly in those regions in which
the prison sample was selected. This problem was overcome by not using
the additional prisoner sample when compiling the regional estimates,
although regional estimates still reflect the total demographic population
estimates used to benchmark the survey. As a consequence of this, there
are small differences between the summation of ATSIC regional data to
State and Northern Territory or national levels compared with the State and
Northern Territory and national estimates contained in the publication
tables. '

More details on the techniques used in selecting the sample and compiling
the estimates are given in the section Technical Notes on Sample Design
and Variability.

10  Based on 1991 Population Census data, a scientifically selected
sample of 694 Census collection districts was chosen. To ensure that the
sample properly took into account where Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people lived in 1994, ABS utilised its workforce of survey
interviewers who conduct regular household surveys of the full Australian
population. These interviewers approached approximately 135,500 private
and special dwellings in the selected urban and rural Census collection
districts, to find approximately 6,700 dwellings where Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people were currently living. A random sample of
these dwellings was selected for inclusion in the survey, In some parts of
Australia, particularly remote areas, the sample was able to be selected
directly, without first finding dwellings where Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people were living.

11 The survey data was collected by trained Indigenous interviewers
from the selected Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people through
personal interviews during the period April-July 1994. For children under
13 years of age, information was obtained from an adult responsible for the
child. Persons aged 13—17 yvears were interviewed with the consent of the
parent or guardian. Non-Indigenous people aged 15 years and over, living
in the selected dwellings, were also interviewed and asked a reduced range
of questions pertaining to employment status and income, so that
information for families and households would be complete.

12 Local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations assisted in
the recruitment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander interviewers. The
interviewers were provided with a comprehensive one-week training course
and were supported throughout the survey by ABS State Survey Managers.
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DATA CONTENT

13 The survey content covers both attitudinal and factual data which
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and the ABS, through a
widespread consultation process, worked out to be the most important
information to collect in the survey. An important outcome of the
consultation process is that the information collected in the survey and the
mecthods used to collect it took account of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultural values and priorities.

The consultation process involved a number of interlinking steps which are
summarised below.

14 A Survey Advisory Committee (SAC) was established and chaired by
an ATSIC Commissioner with representatives from Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander organisations, State and Commonwealth government
departments and research groups. The SAC gave ABS advice on data
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people would be asked to provide and
on the way the survey would be conducted.

15 Five Technical Reference Groups (TRGs) were set up with members
having expertise in particular topic areas. The main role of the TRGs was to
provide advice to the SAC and the ABS on data priorities and collection
methodology, within the respective topic areas. A TRG was formed for the
following areas: family and culture; health; education and training; income
and employment.

The majority of members of the groups were Aborigines and Torres Strait
Islanders. Less formal groups also provided advice on law and justice and
on housing issues.

16 In December 1992, the ABS wrote to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander organisations that had an interest in the survey, to explain that it
was to be conducted and to ask for advice about the information that it
should collect and how it should be collected.

17  Discussion with ATSIC and its Board, together with widespread
discussions with other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and
non-Indigenous organisations, continued during the entire survey
development period. Papers on the draft and final survey content were
broadly circulated and, when required, were followed up with
organisations to further explain the issues and understand the
organisation's views.

18 Three newsletters were distributed 10 approximately 2,000 people
and organisations and two survey videos were widely distributed through
the Broadcasting to Remote Aboriginal Communities System (BRACS)
network, A third video was produced by the Central Australian Aboriginal
Media Association (CAAMA) and was used (o publicise the survey.

19  Content of the survey was also shaped by feedback from Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander organisations and people during testing and from
the results of the testing itself. A series of susvey tests were conducted in
November/December 1992, April, July and September 1993 with the final
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test in November/December 1993. Testing was conducted in capital cities
through to remote communities. Questions that were not generally
acceptable to the people interviewed during testing were excluded from
the final survey. In this way it was assured that the survey questions would
be understood and acceptable to the vast majority of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people who took part in the survey.

The data collected is listed below under the broad topic areas. A more
detailed listing of all data items is available from the National Centre for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics.

20 Family and culture includes data on:
B household composition;

B families;

B age and sex;

B fertility;

®  child-care;

™ cultural activities undertaken;

®  homelands; and

R Janguages spoken.

21  Health includes data on:

B recent illness;

W  health actions;

B specific illness conditions;

®  disability;

B access and artitudes to health services:
B food security;

B relative weight;

®  fat and sugar consumption;
®  breastfeeding;

®  alcohol and tobacco use; and

B attitudes to health.

22 Housing includes data on:

® type of dwelling;
8  type of landlord;

B housing costs; and

B provision and failure of basic services.
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INTERPRETATION OF
RESULTS

23 Education and training includes data on:
B schooling being undertaken;

B argitudes to school;

B age and year left school;

#  educational attainment;

B current post-school study;

B  training undertaken in the last year;

®  further study and training; and

B access to educational institutions.

24 Employment and income includes data on:
B labour force status;

® nature of jobs;

®  unemployment;

®  voluntary work;

®  level of income; and

source of income.

25 Law and justice includes data on:

B access to and use of legal services;

& vyictims of crime;

®  attitudes to family violence;

B artitudes to policing;

¥  experiences with the justice system; and

®  vyoting patterns.

26  Every care was taken to ensure that the results of this survey are as
accurate as possible. The survey was extensively tested and used a
culturally appropriate methodology, including the recruitment and training
of a2 panel of Indigenous interviewers to collect the survey data (refer to
Methodology, paragraphs 10-12, in these notes for details). There remains,
however, factors which affect the reliability of the results to some extent
and for which no specific adjustments can be made. For instance, the
estimates are based on a sample, and so they are subject to sampling
variability. More details on the techniques used in selecting the sample and
compiling the estimates are given in the Technical Notes on Sample Design
and Variability.

27 Inaccuracies may also arise from errors in responses. Inaccuracies of
this kind are referred to as non-sampling errors, and may occur in any
enumeration whether it be a full count or a sample. The following factors
should be considered when interpreting these estimates.
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Family and culture

B Information recorded in this survey is essentially ‘as reported’ by
respondents, and hence may differ from that which might be obtained
from other sources or via other methodologies. Responses may be
effected by imperfect recall or different understandings of some of the
questions asked in parts of the survey. Lack of uniformity in
interviewing ability and experience is also a potential source of error
together with impressions made upon respondents by the
interviewer’s personal characteristics such as age, sex and appearance.

W Some attitudinal information was collected from respondents.
Examples include: relations with the police; the role of elders; the
extent to which people are happy with their children’s education;
self-assessed health status; whether people are happy with their local
health service; whether people feel that family violence is a common
problem in their area and whether people feel that the dwelling they
live in meets their needs. Responses may have been influenced by the
circumstances of the interview itself such as the presence of another
family member. They may also have reflected momentary or
short-term views due to some recent event, rather than the usual
feelings or circumstances. Indeed, attitudes are continually evolving.
As a result, some caution should be used in interpreting these data as
necessarily indicative of general or usual perceptions.

B Further, a general caution is made concerning people’s desire to
conform or provide responses they feel are expected rather than those
that more accurately fit the question. Through the development and
adoption of a culturally appropriate survey methodology, every effort
has been made to minimise such bias.

The influence of all of the above factors can be seen in different parts of the
survey results and the following paragraphs draw attention to some specific
areas.

28 The classification of family types was undertaken from the
relationship information collected from all persons living in the selected
households. The coding was undertaken according to the standard ABS
family classification, which does not always align with the traditional family
composition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households. Because
it was known that respondents in different parts of Australia would provide
a mixture of traditional and non-traditional relationship information, it was
decided for comparability reasons that Indigenous interviewers should
record relationships in a form consistent with the standard ABS family
classification.

29  Derived information on the number of single-parent families may
have been influenced by a lower than expected number of mailes aged
between 20-30 years interviewed in the survey. Interviewer comments
suggest that there was sometimes an inclination for this group not to
identify as family members in de facto relationships. As a result, these
persons were not included in the survey and the estimated number of
single-parent families may be higher than would be expected had all males
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in this age group taken part in this survey and identified their family
relationship.

30 Some difficulties were experienced in collecting sufficient
information to identify all muiti-family households, resulting in some
undercount of this household type. Difficulties mainly stemmed from
misinterpretation of questions and a low response to the guestions
necessary Lo establish relationships. The difficulties were mainly
experienced in large households and confined primarily to the more rural

and remote areas.

31 There is evidence to suggest that people visiting selected households
for periods longer than a few weeks were included in the survey as usuat
residents of those households rather than visitors, No specific time period
was defined to delineate a usnal resident from a visitor, the distinction was
based on the respondent’s perception. Testing had indicated that the
application of a time period to distinguish usual residents from visitors
would be too arbitrary because of mobility between dwellings and in many
instances the association with multiple usual residences. The cxient to
which visitors reported themselves as usual residents cannot be quantified.
However, in comparison to the 1991 Population Census this survey shows a
higher number of the family type ‘other related individuals’ and a lower
proportion of visitors, indicating that some visitors reported themselves as
usual members of the household.

32 Respondents were asked a series of questions on cultural issues
inchuding whether they had gone to any Indigenous cultural activities such
as ceremonies, funerals and festivals in the last year, and whether they had a
place to meet for cultural activities. Because of traditional sensitivities
associated with some of these questions a level of under-reporting 1s
expected 1o have occurred. Debriefings with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander interviewers indicate that there was probably a higher level of
non-response or mis-reporting 1o these and other cultural questions in the
rural and remote communities than there was in the urban areas. The

effect on survey estimates cannot be quantified.

Health 33  Self-reported information on medical conditions was not medically
verified, and was not necessarily based on diagnoses by medical
practitioners or medical records kept by respondents. Some people may be
unaware of minor or major conditions, or may have conditions that have
not been diagnosed. It is also probable that in some instances conditions
which respondents were unwilling to talk about at an interview were not
reported.

34  Obtaining correct terminology or sufficient information to describe
different health conditions was sometimes a difficulty experienced by
interviewers. Although this survey adopted a health action approach to
recent conditions similar to that used in the 1989-90 National Health
Survey (NHS), caution should be adopted when making comparisons of
different medical conditions because of the greater emphasis on prompting
to elicit all health actions and conditions in the NHS. 1n a survey focusing
on health, it was possible to give more emphasis to prompting than it was
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Housing

in this survey where the interview time that could be devoted to health was
lirnited.

36  Similarly, definitional differences exist between this survey and the
NHS and must be taken into account when comparisons are being made.,
An example is long-term eye problems which are defined in the NHS to
include all eye conditions lasting six months or more, irrespective of
whether the condition(s) can be corrected by glasses. In the National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey, the definition of long-term eye
problems excludes conditions that can be corrected by glasses. It is
recormmended that users familiarise themselves with the concepts and
definitions used in the NHS (1989-90 National Health Survey Summary of
Results, Australia (4364.0) and 1989-90 National Health Swrvey, Users’
Guide (4363.0)) before undertaking comparisons.

36 Information on self-assessed health status should be used to
complement, rather than as a substitute for, more objective measures on
recent and/or long-term illness. Self-assessment may be influenced by many
extraneous factors and its subjectivity is compounded by the variation in
reference points used by individuals when assessing or comparing their
health. Similar problems are experienced when collecting information
from the broader Australian population. Information of this type
complements measures of ill-health in the analysis of health-related actions
and demand for health services. A person’s self-assessed health status also
has an influence on lifestyle behaviours such as smoking, diet and exercise.

37 Some under-reporting of the quantity of cigarette smoking and
whether people worry about going without food is expected to have
occurred. Reasons may include social pressures, guilt/embarrassment
(particularly in cases where other household members were present at the
interview) and recall problems. Similar problems are experienced when
collecting like information from the broader Australian population. The
extent to which under-reporting has occurred and the effect on accuracy of
survey estimates is not known.

38  Dietary information was collected using a simplified fat and sugar
index questionnaire and a 24 hour recall methodology. An independent
test was undertaken by the Nutrition Program, University of Queensland, in
November/December 1993 which verified the validity of this approach.
Some under-reporting of some food types may still have occurred because
of recall problems, embarrassment or misunderstanding. Also, responses to
the diet questions may have sometimes been influenced by the day of
interview because in some areas the consumption of different food types
varies considerably depending on such things as the weather, arrival of
supplies in the community and the number of days since ‘pay day’.
Responses may, therefore, not always reflect the individuals' overall
consumption pattern or level,

39 In comparison to the 1991 Population Census, housing type
information from this survey shows a lower than expected number of
improvised dwellings and a higher proportion of ‘other dwelling types’ in
some ATSIC Regions. Possible explanations for these variations are: the
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Education and training

Employment and
income

selection of a disproportionately small number of improvised dwellings in
the survey’s sample caused by the overall small number of communities
with improvised dwellings; some level of inconsistency in the classification
of dwellings; seasonal factors associated with mobility; and the increased
activity in building Aboriginal housing in some areas since the last Census.
The impact of these factors is not, however, quantifiable.

40  Respondents, when unsure, were sometimes able to refer to their
records to provide the full name of the courses they had completed in order
that level of qualification could be coded during processing. In cases where
full details were unavailable, coding of qualifications was undertaken using
the limited amount of information recorded. This is likely to have had
some effect on the accuracy of level of qualifications, including a relatively
large number of qualifications categorised as ‘inadequately described’.

41  Survey estimates of the number of employed persons working in
CDEP jobs are lower than the number of CDEP jobs quoted for the same
period by ATSIC. Information collected on whether or not a job was CDEP
was not able to be independently verified in the field by the survey
interviewers. Respondents were first asked if they had a job last week. Only
if they answered ‘yes’ to that question were they then asked whether it was
a CDEP job. It may be that some people on CDEP were not aware of this or
may have answered ‘no’ to having a job because they did not look upon
working on CDEP as a job.

42 Labour force definitions adopted in this survey align with the
standard ABS definitions of employed, unemployed and not in the labour
force. During the development of this survey it was recognised that these
definitions do not adequately recognise many traditional life style activiries
such as hunting and gathering and unpaid community work as
‘employment’. Under the standard definitions, persons involved in such
unpaid activities would be classified to either unemployed or not in the
labour force even though in the eyes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people such activities are clearly work important to families and/or
communities. It was an important objective that this survey deliver
information that would enable the comparison of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people with the broader Australian population and for this
reason it was decided that the standard definition of labour force status be
adopted. In recognition of the important unpaid work some people
undertake within their communities a question on ‘voluntary work’ was
included in this survey.

43 In comparison to the 1991 Population Census this survey has
estimated a higher unemployment rate. Investigations undertaken on the
data indicate the possible primary reasons for the difference to be the
inclusion of an additional question in the NATSIS relating to CES
registration.

8 In the NATSIS and the Population Census, respondents not working
were asked if they had been looking for work at any time in the four
weeks prior to interview/Census night. The Census question gives
examples of recognised activities that constitute actively looking for
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Law and justice

Demographic
structure of population

work, one of which is being registered with the CES. Actively looking
and being available to start work classifies a respondent to
unemployed. Should both conditions not hold, the respondent is
classified to not in the labour force.

# In the NATSIS, some respondents answered ‘no’ to looking for work;
even though they were registered with the CES, This
misinterpretation leads to a lowering of the unemployment rate
because more respondents are classified to not in the labour force
rather than unemployed. In recognition of this problem and the
relatively high number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander people
registered with the CES, it was decided that it was necessary to add a
specific question on CES registration. This enabled the survey to
capture those respondents who answered ‘no’ to locking for work to
also have the opportunity to report whether or not they were
registered with the CES. To illustrate the effect this extra question has
had on survey results, in comparison with the 1991 Population Census
unemployment rate of 30.8% the NATSIS rate is 38.2% and 31.3% if
the effect of the CES question is removed.

44  The survey collected income information only on wages and salaries,
business income and government payments. Testing showed that this was
a reasonable proxy for total income as relatively few Indigenous people
receive other types of income such as investment income. Limitation on the
length of the interview made it impracticable to pursue other sources of
income.

45  Aithough some respondents referred to their records, in many cases
the answers to the questions on income were based on memory. As a
consequence, some mis-reporting of the gross amounts received and
income sources may be expected because of imperfect recall,
misunderstanding or a reluctance to reveal the actual amount. Similar
problems occur when collecting similar information from the broader
Australian population, During processing, any incomes reported on a net
basis were ‘grossed up’ through the application of an algorithm that took
account of reported income levels and the appropriate Australian Taxation
Office’s tax scales.

46  Because of the sensitivities associated with issues such as personal
safery and family violence some under-reporting is expected to have
oceurred. 8imilar problems occur when collecting sensitive information
from the broader Australian population. The extent to which
under-reporting has occurred and the effect on accuracy of survey estimates
is not known.

47  There are clear differences in the age structures of the Australian
Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations (1991 Population Census
results show 40% of Indigenous persons are aged less that 15 years in
comparison to 22% for the non-Indigenous population). When making
comparisons of survey results with the broader Australian population this
factor must be kept in mind because of the effect age distribution has on
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Prisoners

SYMBOLS

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

INQUIRES ABOUT THESE
STATISTICS '

such things as health conditions and the level of profound or severe
disabilities, and many other statistics.

48  Some collection difficulties were experienced by interviewers when
obtaining age details. These difliculties were more prevalent in the
rural/remote areas and experienced more with older people in selected
households, In such situations, estimates of age were obtained. These
reporting difficulties flow through to the survey demographic estimates and
it is recommended that in preference, users refer to the demographically
estimated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population details
contained in the section Population Estimates and Benchmarks.

49  Included in the survey was a sample of male and female Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander prisoners. Because of their incarceration,
prisoners were asked a subset of the questions asked of all other people
selected in the survey. Excluded were questions to do with labour force
status and income; diet; questions relating to their local area, for example
the level of contentment with local health services; and questions relating
to their children’s education.

50  As a consequence, some table populations contain prisoners and
others do not, and small differences in population totals can be observed
between tables of otherwise like populations.

81 The following symbols, where shown in a column of figures or
elsewhere in tables, mean:

not applicable
ok subject to high sampling variability (see Technical Notes on Sample
Design and Variability).
All figures have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between the
sums of the components items and totals.

52 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey:
Detailed Findings (4190.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: ATSIC
Regional Statistics (4196.0.00.001- 0306)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torves Strait Islander Survey: Australia's
Indigenous Youth (4197.0)

Employment Outcomes for Australia's Indigenous Peoples (4199.0)
1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Housing
Characteristics and Conditions (4187.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Health of
Indigenous Australian's (4395.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torves Strait Islander Survey: A Social Atlas
(4155.0)

53  For further information about Indigenous statistics and related
publications:

National Centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics,
Australian Bureau of Statistics

GPO Box 3796 DARWIN NT 0801

Phone: (08) 8943 2192 Fax:  (08) 89410715
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TECHNICAL NOTES ON SAMPLE DESIGN AND VARIABILITY

AIMS OF THE SAMPLE
DESIGN

SAMPLE DESIGN

SAMPLE SELECTION

The aim of the sample was to produce estimates with relative standard
errors (see below) no higher than 3.5% at the Australian level, 10% at State
level and 16% at ATSIC regional level, for characteristics held by 10% of
the total Aboriginal population. For instance, an estimate of 10% for, say,
the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people suffering
from ear or hearing problems across Australia, was expected to have a
relative standard error of 3.5%.

The required sample size was calculated by determining that needed to
measure a characteristic that is spread randomly throughout the
Indigenous populiation, then inflating this by 20% to take account of an
assumed clustering of characteristics within this population by area.

The sample design was a multistage stratified sample. Each census
collection district (CD) in Australia was assigned a measure of size derived
from the 1991 Population Census, being the number of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people enumerated in the CD at the time of the
1991 Population Census. Each of the CDs was placed in a stratum defined
by ATSIC Region, its section of State and whether it was a large CD or
small CD. The distinction between these last two groups varied across
regions according to the distributions of population reported at the time
of the 1991 Population Census.

Selection of the sample was undertaken in several stages. For the surata
consisting of large CDs, a selection of CDs was chosen with probability
proportional to size. This meant that it was more likely for a CD with a
large Indigenous population 1o be included in the sample than a CD with
a smaller population.

For small CDs, the situation was more complex. There are many CDs with
very few Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and they could not
be excluded from the sample design because they represented particular
kinds of people — including well scattered Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in urban areas. To ensure that a sufficient number of
small CDs were represented in the sample, a sample selection scheme for
strata consisting of this CD type was designed to reflect both the size of
small CDs and the cost of enumerating them. This resulted in small CDs
being selected with equal probability, with the modifications that CDs
with a size of zero had their probabilities of selection reduced to one-fifth
of their value in the initial optimum design, and CDs with a size of one or
two had their probabilities reduced by a half. Additionally, the sample
selection was modified to ensure that all ATSIC Regions had a minimum of
five CDs selected in the first stage of the sample.

For large CDs a second stage of selection entailed selecting a random
subsample of Indigenous households within each selected CD. For the
small CDs, all the Indigenous households in them were selected in the
sutvey.

The final stage of selection involved enumerating all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people within selected households.
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ESTIMATION PROCEDURE Estimates of numbers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons with
particular characteristics were derived from the survey by using a complex
ratio estimation procedure which ensures that the survey estimates conform
to both an independently estimated distribution of the population by age and
sex at capital city/balance of State level, and an independently estimated
distribution of the population across the 35 ATSIC Regions and the Torres
Strait area. The method of ensuring conformity between the survey estimates
and these independent estimates is called benchmarking. Benchmarking
improves consistency between different surveys, and reduces non-sampling
error, by incorporating external information at a broad level. (Refer to the
section on Population Estimates and Benchmarks for an explanation of how
these ‘benchmark’ population estimates were compiled).

Estimates for groupings of people (e.g. households and families) were derived
from the survey by using a complex procedure that formed an average
measure of the contributions of the individual members of the group.

RELIABILITY OF This measure accounted for different age and sex characteristics amongst the

ESTIMATES members of the group. Two types of error are possible in an estimate based
on a sample survey: sampling error and non-sampling error. The sampling
error is a measure of the variability that occurs by chance because a sample,
rather than the entire population, is surveyed. Since the estimates in this
publication are based on information obtained from occupants from a sample
of dwellings they are subject to sampling variability; that is, they may differ
frorm the figures that would have been produced if all dwellings had been
included in the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by the
standard error, which indicates the extent to which an estimate might have
varied by chance because only a sample of dwellings was included. There are
about two chances in three that the sample estimate will differ by less than
one standard error from the figure that would have been obtained if all the
dwellings had been included, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
difference will be less than two standard errors.

Another measure of the likely differeace is the relative standard error, which is

obtained by expressing the standard error as a percentage of the estimare.
The relative standard error is a useful measure in that it provides an
immediate indication of the percentage errors likely to have occurred due to
sampling, and thus avoids the need to refer also to the size of the estimate.
Standard errors and relative standard errors were calculated based on a range
of estimates, due to the large number of estimates involved. While these
measures of variability are applicable to most estimates, they may be less
appropriate for characteristics which are highly clustered geographically,
examples include CDEP participation and improvised dwellings. The

: imprecision due to sampling variability, which is measured by the standard
error, should not be confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of

E imperfections in reporting by respondents, errors made in the collection such
as recording and coding data, and errors made in processing the data.

F AR

Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-sampling error and they may
occur in any enumeration, whether it be a full count or a sample. It is not
possible to quantify non-sampling error, but every effort is made 1o reduce it
to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training and
supervision of interviewers and efficient operating procedures. In practice,
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the potential for non-sampling error adds to the uncertainty of the
estimates caused by sampling variability.

Space does not allow for the separate indication of the standard errors of
the estimates in this publication. Standard error of estimates of numbers
of each of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons, families and
households can be obtained from tables A and B.

An example of the calculation and the use of standard errors in relation to
estimates of persons, families and households is as follows. In Australia
the estimated number of persons aged 13 years and over who spoke an
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language as their main language, was
28,045 (14% of 197,500). Since this estimate is between 20,000 and
30,000, the standard error for Australia will be between 553 and 628 in
the standard error 1able A and can be approximated as 613. Therefore,
there are about two chances in three that the value that would have been
produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey will fall within
the range 27,431 to 28,659 and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
value will fall within the range 26,818 to 29,272.

The size of the standard error of an estimate of a number of persons
increases with the level of the estimate, so that the larger the estimate the
larger is the standard error. However, it should be noted that the larger
the sample estimate the smaller will be the standard error in percentage
terms. Thus, larger sample estimates will be relatively more reliable than
smaller estimates.

As the standard errors in tables A and B show, very small estimates are
subject to such high standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as
to detract seriously from their value for most reasonable purposes. In the
tables in this publication, only estimates with relative standard error of
25% or less, and percentages based on such estimates, are considered

sufficiently reliable for most purposes. However, estimates and
percentages with larger relative standard errors have been included and
are preceded by two asterisks if it is greater than 25% (e.g. **2.5),
indicating they are subject to high standard errors and should be used
with caution.
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TABLE A. STANDARD ERRORS FOR PERSONS, FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

150 000

Relative
standard

Siza of error, Aust.
estimate NSW We. Qid SA Wa Tas. NT Aust., %

50 42 a8 39 34 30 20 34 37 74.2

100 63 81 65 o4 48 29 53 55 54.7

200 =k a2 103 80 74 42 80 79 39.6

300 108 112 132 96 93 53 100 97 32.4

500 135 138 175 118 123 70 130 125 250

700 152 156 208 i28 148 &4 153 147 20.8

1000 171 173 247 138 173 101 179 173 17.2

1500 191 180 295 14% 207 126 213 207 13.8

2000 205 199 332 148 234 148 238 234 11.7

2 500 215 205 361 149 256 167 258 2586 10.3

3000 222 209 385 180 27% i84 27% 276 9.2

4 000 233 212 423 180 308 215 303 310 7.7

5000 240 213 453 128 331 243 325 338 6.8

7 000 248 248 497 227 370 292 358 284 5.5

10000 253 287 541 263 413 393 436 4.4

15000 255 588 .. 481 431 502 3.3

20 000 277 814 495 1565 553 2.8

30 000 313 546 542 429 g28 2.1

50 000 364 872 732 1.5

TO 000 204 1.1

100 000 884 0.3

79 0.7
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ATSIC REGIONS
Size of Alice Tennant
estimate Spiings Jabiru  Katherine Aputula Nhulunbuy Creek  Darwin
50 22 12 16 28 22 i3 28
100 a1 28 22 36 39 19 33
200 43 44 32 43 61 27 (5%
300 52 58 42 47 75 332 a3
500 66 80 81 50 g0 43 80
3 T00 77 100 80 52 ele} 1 93
A 1 000 g1 127 109 52 105 62 109
; 1 500 111 185 160 57 109 6 131
2 000 127 188 213 62 126 83 149
2 500 141 230 269 513 141 99 165
3000 154 280 327 (312) 156 179
4 000 313 452 73 179 204
; 5 000 263 586 77 200 226
2 7 000
10 000
] 15 000

TABLE B. STANDARD ERRORS FOR PERSCNS, FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS, NORTRERN TERRITORY
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POPULATION ESTIMATES AND BENCHMARKS

Compiling projections of
the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander
populations, 30 June
1994

A samiple survey cannot produce more accurate estimates of the size of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population than the quinquennial
Census of Population and Housing. The best projection of current
population size can be derived from 1991 Census figures by using
demographic techniques to improve and update them. ABS derived such
projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander population and
used them as ‘benchmarks’ (refer to the section Technical Notes on Sample
Design and Variability for details) when compiling the estimates for this
survey.

This means that the tables in this publication which cover the full
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population add to 303,261 persons,
the ABS projection of the size of the population at 30 June 1994,

A series of experimental estimates of the Indigenous population, by sex and
age, States and Territories of Australia was published by the ABS in
November 1994 in Experimental Estimates of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Isiander Population, June 1986 to Jurie 1991 (3230.0) and in May
1996, Experimental Projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Population, june 1991 to June 2001 (3231.0). These experimental
estimates were based on the 1991 Census of Population and Housing and
life tables of the Indigenous population prepared by Dr Alan Gray of the
Australian National University. The publication also detailed the method of
estimation used to derive these estimates.

These estimates are referred to as ‘experimental’ in that the standard
approach to population estimation is not possible because satisfactory data
on births, deaths and internal migration are not generally available. As a
result a method based on the use of life tables is used. The estimates are
also affected by changes in the propensity of peopie to identify as being of
Indigenous origin.

The method of estimation was canvassed with major users of Indigenous
population statistics and comments taken into account in the compilation
of these estimates.

The 30 June 1991 experimental estimates were then updated to provide
benchmarks for this survey as at 30 June 1994 using the cohort-component
method which applied assumptions for each sex by single year of age
regarding future mortality and migration. Assumed age specific fertility
rates were applied to the female populations of child-bearing ages to
provide the new cohort of births. This procedure was repeated for each
year in the projection period for each part of State (capital city/rest of State)
for each State and the Northern Territory, and for the Australian Capital
Territory as a whole.

The 30 June 1991 experimental estimates were originally calculated at the
State and Territory level only. These were split to the part of State level, by
age and sex, according to 1991 Indigenous population Census counts,
based on usual residence adjusted for sex ratio anomalies. The benchmarks
were also adjusted to ensure that the totals for all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders at the ATSIC regional level were in the same proportion to
each other within each capital city and rest of State as they were in 1991
Census statistics,
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Projection assumptions

Fertility

Mortality

Migration

Estimates of fertility of the Indigenous population were published in
Australian Social Trends, 1994 (4102.0). These estimates of fertility for the
financial years 1988-89 to 1990-91 were adjusted, by age, to accord with the
experimental estimates. The average of the adjusted age-specific fertility
rates for these three financial years were assumed to apply to Indigenous
women of child-bearing ages over the three financial years of the projection
period (1991-92, 1992-93 and 1993-94). Account was taken of births of

Indigenous children to non-indigenous mothers.

Life tables of the Indigenous population for the intercensal periods 1981-86
and 1986-91 for each State and Territory have been calculated by Alan Gray
of the Australian National University. The mid points of these two
intercensal periods (1983-84 and 1988-89) were established, and the
average annual rates of change of the age specific mortality rates were
calculated between these two points. These rates of change, which reflect an
overall improvement in mortality over the 1981-86 1o 1986-91 intercensal
periods, were assumed to apply for the three financial years of the projection
period.

The method of estimation used to derive the experimental estimates of the
Indigenous pogpulation June 1986 to June 1991 assumed no internal or
overseas migration of the Indigenous population. Analysis of 1991 Census
data also shows insignificant migration across parts of States. Accordingly,
all net migration flows were assumed to be zero for these projections.

The resulting benchmarks which were used to compile the estimates from
this survey are shown in the Explanatory Notes.

These benchmarks can be used by analysts who wish to understand the
influence demographic characteristics of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander population have on the statistics in this publication.

The ABS did not compile similar benchmarks at the ATSIC regional level.
Estimates of the regional demographic characteristics are available from the
survey itself. Analysts who require this information should contact the
National Centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics in Darwin
(see page iii for details).
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TABLE C. PROJECTIONS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
POPULATION, 30 JUNE 1994

Northem Teritory
Capital Balance
Age {years) ity of State Total Australia(a)
MALES
0.4 478 2570 3048 22 844
8.9 442 2709 3157 20 229
10-14 380 2422 2802 17 755
15-19 369 2008 2368 15826
20-24 347 2209 2566 16 103
25-29 304 1908 2212 14 038
a0-24 270 1577 1847 11777
35-20 227 118% 1412 9268
4044 1651 f2iee] 1051 7171
45-49 a7 619 718 5135
50-54 89 538 627 3900
56-58 52 37 433 2797
60-84 47 309 3586 2185
65-69 25 161 2186 1 451
70-74 10 125 136 919
75 and abave 11 143 154 9908
Total 3317 10778 22 095 152 406
FEMALES
0-4 471 2 458 2929 21 680
5-9 423 25b64 2987 149 317
1G-14 372 2 300 2672 18 766
15-19 337 1878 2215 15078
20-24 341 2124 2 485 15 448
25-29 300 1887 2187 13 7932
30-24 373 1521 10964 11 805
35-39 233 1219 1452 9472
40-44 182 1005 1187 7683
45-49 111 710 821 5604
B0-B4 a3 544 837 4113
66-50 59 408 478 3132
60-64 52 379 431 2545
66-69 34 241 275 1796
T0-74 13 161 i74 1161
75 and above 82 303 366 1431
Total 3324 - 19 623 22947 150 855
PERSONS
0-4 249 5 0Z8 5677 44 524
59 872 5273 6 145 39 b48§
10-14 753 4 722 E 475 34 552
16-19 698 2887 4 583 30 804
20-24 688 4334 5022 31651
25-29 803 3 7956 4 398 27 831
30-34 543 3168 3711 23 582
35-38 480 2 404 2 864 18 740
40-44 343 1865 2238 14 854
45-49 208 1328 1836 10 739
50-54 182 1082 1264 8013
55-50 131 780 911 5929
60-64 a8 620 87 4 730
65-69 80 432 492 3257
70-74 23 286 300 2 080
E 75 and above a2 208 228 2 429
Total 6 641 39 400 48 041 303 261

(a1) Includes the ACT
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GLOSSARY

Aboriginal

Aboriginal community
controlled school

Aboriginal English

Aboriginal independent
school

Aboriginal legal services

Aboriginality

Actions taken

Actively looking for work

Adult

ATSIC Regions and
Torres Strait Area

Attack
Arrested

CDEP

Clan, tribal or language
group

Combined primary and
secondary school

Community Development
Employment Projects

A person who identifies themselves to be of Aboriginal origin. In ABS
collections this is ascertained by asking the question ‘Are you of Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander origin?’ In the NATSIS, persons aged 13 years and
over were asked directly, whereas persons aged 12 years and under were
identified by a responsible adult in the household, usually a parent,

Where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peaple make decisions on the
curricula, teachers employed, school budget and school policy.

Inchudes Broken English, Pidgin English and Kriol/Creoles.

A school run solely by Aboriginal people, who make decisions on school
policy, staffing, curricula and school budget.

Established to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with legal
matters.

Where a person identifies as being of Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal origin.
Persons 12 years and under were identified by a responsible adult in the
household, usually a parent.

Refers to specific actions persons took with regard to their health in the two
weeks prior to interview.

Includes writing, telephoning or applying in person to an employer for
work; answering a newspaper advertisement for a job; checking factory or
Commonwealth Employment Service noticeboards; being registered with
the Commonwealth Employment Service; checking or registering with any
other employment agency; advertising or tendering for work; and
contacting friends or relatives.

Person aged 15 years or more.

Refers to 36 defined geographic areas, each represented by an ATSIC
Regional Council or the Torres Strait Regional Authority.

Where a person has suffered physical force from another person(s), tor
example, pushed, hit, kicked or speared.

Where a person has been arrested and taken into custody/remand by the
police.

See Community Development Employment Projects.

Refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups within Australia.
A school which teaches students at both primary and secondary levels.

The Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) scheme,
operates through grants from ATSIC to Indigenous community
organisations to enable individuals to undertake community managed
activities in return for wages.
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Couple-only family

Crime

Cultural activities

Cultural obligations

Earned income

Education worker

Employed persons

Fuil-time employment

Family

Family violence

Formal child-care

Government payments

Homelands

Household

Household income

Indigenous

Indigenous language

Two persons who are in a registered or de facto marriage without children
present in the household.

Includes crimes relating to drugs, thefts, vandalism as well as violence.

Includes funerals, ceremonies, Indigenous festivals and carnivals and
involvement with Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander organisations.

Refers to attending Indigenous cultural activities such as funerals,
ceremonies and festivals and extended family responsibilities.

Income derived from wages and salaries, or from own business, trade or
profession.

A person who assists a teacher during class lessons and may give some
lessons such as story telling.

Persons aged 15 years and over who in the week prior to the interview
worked for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind in a job or business,
or on a farm {comprising employees, employers and self-~employed
persons).

Employed persons who worked 35 hours or more a week.

Two or more persons who live in the same household and are related 1o
each other by blood, marriage (including de facto marriage), fostering or
adoption. For the purpose of this survey, one or more members of the
family had identified as being of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Includes verbal threats, intimidation, fear of physical attacks and actual
physical attacks, occurring between family members within a household.

Refers to regulated care such as preschool/kindergarten before and
after-school care program, long day care centres, family day care and other
formal care.

Includes Newstart allowance, Jobsearch, age pension, sickness allowance.
disability support pension, sole parent pension, family paymenits, rent
assistance, ABSTUDY and other government payments.

An area of land to which Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people have
ancestral and/or cultural links,

Consists of a person living alone, or two or more related or unrelated
persons who live and eat together in private residential accommodation.
For the purpose of this survey, one or more members of the household had
identified as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Refers to the total gross income from wages and salaries and government
payments of all persons 15 years and over who usually live in the househaold.
The total household income was not calculated if usual residents of the
household were missing at the time of the interview.

Persons 13 years and over, who identified themselves to be of Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander origin. Persons 12 years and under were identified by
a responsible adult in the household, usually a parent.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages. Excludes Aboriginal
English and Kniol/Creoles.
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Labour force

Labour force status

Language spoken

Last year

Legal Aid Commission

Long-term condition

Main language

Making decisions at the
school

Non-family househoid

. Not in the labour force

One-parent family

Other government
landlord
Other legal services

Perceived health
problems

Personal income

Post-school study
Private landlord

Private dwelling

Private sector

Persons aged 15 years and over who were either employed or unemployed.

A classification of persons 15 years and over into employed, unemployed or
not in the labour force,

A person was considered to be able to speak a language (such as an
Aboriginal language) if they could hold a conversation in that language.

12 month period prior to interview.

Available to all Australians who meet certain income requirements and is
commonly referred to as ‘Legal Aid’,

Condition (illness, injury, or disability) which had lasted for six months or
more.

Refers to the language the person is most comfortable with or speaks most
fluently.

Includes involvement in the Aboriginal Student Support and Parent
Awareness Program (ASSPA) and Parents and Citizens (P&C) school
meetings where decisions about fund raising and maintenance of the school
are made.

A one-person household ora household consisting of two or more
unrelated people.

Persons aged 15 years and over who were not employed or unemployed as
defined.

Family that consists of one parent and that parent's children plus all other
people in the household related to them, provided those people do not
have a spouse or child of their own.

Refers to dwellings owned by the Commonwealth Government, and State,
Territory and local governments other than housing authorities and
employer provided housing.

Includes private solicitors and barristers.

A respondent’s opinions of the main health problems confronting people in
their local area.

Refers to the gross income a person received at the time of interview in the
form of wages and salaries and government payments.

Attendance at a course at the time of the survey to gain a qualification.
All privately owned dwellings rented directly or through a real estate agent.

The premises occupied by a household and includes houses, flats, home
units, garages, tents and improvised houses. It excludes hostels, hospitals,
prisons and so on.

Non-government organisations. The private sector has been split into
‘Community organisations’ and ‘Other private’. Community organisations
are those private organisations that have been declared to be eligible for
ATSIC funding.
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Public sector

Recent iliness

Relative fat and sugar

Redative weight

School participation

Self-assessed health
status

Specific long-term
condition

State housing {(landlord)

Take away from natural
family

Taught Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander
languages

Taught about Indigenous
culture

Taught by a community
member

Torres Strait Islander

Training course

Type of landiord

Includes all government authorities, depattments, agencies and authorities
created by the Commonwealth Parliament or State and Territory
Parliaments. Also covered are organisations such as the Northern or Central
Land Councils which were created by Commonwealth legislation and the
New South Wales Land Council which was created by New South Wales
legislation.

Conditions (illness, injury or disability) experienced in the two weeks prior
to interview, It may include long-term conditions experienced in the
period.

Amount of selected food types consumed the day prior to interview, have
been used to rate a person’s level of fat and sugar consumption.

Weight and height measurements taken during interview have been used to
derive a person’'s body mass. The body mass index equals a person’s weight
in kilograms divided by the square of the person’s height in metres. The
categories used are consistent with recommendations of the National Health
and Medical Research Council.

The number of enrolled school students of a particular age, expressed as a
proportion of the population of the same age.

Refers to the overall level of health as reported by respondents 13 years and
over. For persons 12 years and under, information was provided by the
child’s parent or a responsible adult member of the household.

Where a person had one of the following conditions which had lasted for six
months or more: asthma, diabetes, heart problems, chest problems, skin
problems, high blood pressure, ear or hearing problems, eye or sight
problems not corrected by glasses and/or kidney probiems.

Refers to dwellings owned by State or Territory housing authorities.

People who have been removed from their natural family as a child as part of
a government policy. ‘Family’ may include parents and siblings and
extended family members such as aunts, uncles and grandparents. Excludes
people who were removed from thetr family for less than six months.

Students who are taught to speak, read or write an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander language.
Includes subjects which give an understanding of Aboriginal or Torres Strait

Islander cultures, e.g. history and language.

Where community members teach at least once in a month or on 10 or more
occasions over the school year.

Persons 13 years and over, who identified themselves to be of Torres Strait
Islander origin. Persons 12 years and under were identified by a responsible
adult in the household, usually a parent.

Includes courses which are planned to develop skills or assist in learning
about a subject. Excludes courses leading to an educational qualification
and on-the-job training.

Refers to the legal entity to which rent is paid.
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Unemployed persons

Usual residents

Verbal threats

Violence

Voluntary work

Year 10 Certificates

Year 12 Certificates

Persons aged 15 years and over who were not employed during the week
prior to interview, and who had actively looked for work at any time during
the four weeks prior to interview, and who were available to start work in
the last week,

Persons who live in a particular private dwelling and regard it as their own
or main home.

Any verbal abuse to a person where no weapon was seen and no physical
violence occurred. It includes verbal threats to harm the respondent or
his/her property.

Refers to violence in the community, that is streets, hotels, schools, etc. It
includes fights, bashing, rape, murder or any act which involves violence.

Includes any unpaid community work such as caring for sick or aged
people, working for community or sporting organisations, working at a
school or with youth groups, working on committees and hunting, fishing
or gathering bush food.

Completion of a Year 10 Certificate, Aboriginal Access Course or equivalent.

Completion of a Year 12 Certificate, General Certificate of Education or
equivalent. :
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