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• "NO VACANCIES" STILL THE MAIN DIFFICULTY IN FINDING WORK 

In July 1993, the main difficulty :in finding work �ost frequently
reported by unemployed peisons continued to be that there were "ho 

. vacanc.ies at all". Some 216, 300 .(25 per cent of total). unemployed
peisons gave this as their main difficulty, a decre�se of 7 
percentage points since July 1992� 
These findings,· released today by the Australian Bureau.of 
Statis�icsi come fiom a survey.on the job search experience of
Australia's unemployed persons. 
The proportion of uner:npioyed persons who·reported their main 
difficulty in firid{rig work �as that they were "c6ri�ideied too. 
young. or too old .by employers" increased over the past two ye a r s 
from 12. per cent in J:une 19 9.1 to 1 7. per cent in July 1993. For ..
tbe 169,700 unemployed persons aged 45 and over, nearly half 
re�orted age related reasons as their mairi difficulty iri finding work. 

· Ot�er results 6f the survey show that in July 1993:. 
there'were an es:timated.871;300 unemployed persons, exclud.:i.rig 
the small number who were "stood down" · 
the average duration of unempldy�ent was 59 weeks, compared 
with-55 we.eks in July 1992 and 44·weeks in July 1991 
unemployed persons without post-school qualifications had,· 'on 
ave r aqe , };)een unemployed for 15 wee.ks rno r e than those with·. 
post-:-school qualifications· (65 weeks compared to 50 weeks) 

. · 83 per cent· of unemployed persons ..;ere registered wi t.h the • 
CES: Of these, 90 per cent were looking.for full-time.work
une�ployed pedrn�s were mor� inclin�d to m�ve intrastate 
(42per cent) than inter�t�te �28 per'cent), if offeied a 
s u i.t ab l.e _job 
there we r'e 331, 200 persons (38 per. cent of t ot.al unemployed) 
who had been unemployed for a year.or more. For this·group 
the most frequently r-epcirted main.difficulties in finding.work 
were "no vacancies at all" (26 per cent) · and age related 
reasons (22. per cent} . 

. Deta.ils · are in .Job· Search Experience of Unemployed Persons, 
Australia; July· 1993"" (CatNo. 6222. 0) available from ABS bookshops 
in.ali capital cities at·$1.2.50 -a copy. 
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