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INTRODUCTION

This bulletin contains statistics of the Australian civilian labour force
for the year 1971, based on the results of a quarterly sample survey (the population
survey). It is issued as a supplement to the quarterly bulletin "The Labour Force"
(Reference No. 6.20), which contains current estimates for the main series.
Corresponding estimates from 1964 have been issued in a series of bulletins entitled
"The Labour Force", (Reference No, 6.22), covering the period 1964 to 1968 and single
years thereafter. "The Labour Force 1964 to 1968" contained a description of the
sample on which the survey is based and particulars of some of the operational features
of the survey,

2 The population survey is carried out on a sample basis throughout Australia
in February, May, August and November each year, The survey information is obtained
by means of personal interviews carried out by specially trained snumerators. In

1971 about 40,000 private dwellings (houses, flats, etc.) were visited during each
survey, as well as a sanple of other dwellings (hotels, nmotels etc.), Approximately
one per cent of persons within the scope of the survey were included in the sample.

B The main purpose of the survey is to provide, at quarterly intervals,
statistics of the labour force, but from time to time it is used for other inguiries,
in order to provide additional information about particular aspects of the labour
force or more general information about the population of Australia. The results

of these inguiries are issued separately.

Population coverage

4, The sample used in the population survey covers the sixz States, the

Northern Territory and the Austrslian Capital Territory. The survey estimates

relate to all persons aged fifteen years and over, except members of the permanent
armed forces, national servicemen enlisted in the Regular Army Supplement and

certain diplomatic personnel customarily excluded from census and estimated populations.

Classgification of the labour force

52 The classification used in the surveys conforms closely to that recommended
by the Eighth International Conference of Labour Statisticians, held in Geneva in
1954, Each person in the survey is classified according to his actual activity

i.e. whether working, looking for work, etc,) during “survey week™, the week
immediately preceding that in which the interview takes place, and is assigned to
one of the three categories, employed, unemployed or not in the labour force.
The interviews are carried out during a period of four weeks, so that there are four
survey weeks in each of the months to which the survey relates. These weeks generally
fall within the 1imits of the calendar month.

Definitions

6. Definitions of the principal items appearing in the tables in this
bulletin are as follows :

The labour force comprises all persons who, during survey week, were
employed or unemployed, as defined below,

Employved persons comprise all those who, during survey week,

(a) did any work for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind,
in a job or business, or on a farm (including employees,
employers and self-employed persons), or




‘l:iﬁ'
(b) worked fifteen hours or more without pay in a family business
(or farm), or

(¢) had a job, business or farm, but were not at work because of
illness, accident, leave, holiday, production hold-up due to bad
weather, plant breakdown, etc., or because they were on strike,

A person who had a job bubt was temporarily laid off by his employer for the whole
week without pay is excluded, and iz classified in the tables as unemployed. A

person who did some work during the week, however, before he either lost his job
or was laid off, is classified as employed. A person who held more than one job
ig counted only once, in the job at which he worked most hours during survey weelk,

Unemployved personsg comprise all those who, during survey week, did =z
work at all, and who either :

(a) did not have a job or business and were actively looking for work
(including those who stated that they would have looked for work
if they had not been temporarily i1l or believed no work was
available, or had not already made definite arrangements to
start work in a new job after survey week), or

(b) were laid off from their jobs without pay for the whole week,

A person who either lost his Jjob or was laid off during survey week, but did some
work at his Jjob during survey week, is classified as employed.

Pull-time workers are those who usually work 35 hours or more per week
and others who, although usually part-time workers, worked 35 hours or more during
the survey week,

Part-time workers are those who usually work less than 35 hours a week
and who did so during the survey week. When recording hours of work, fractions of
an hour are disregarded.

Persons not in the labour force are all those who, during survey week,
were not in the categories "“employed" or "unemployed”, as defined. This category
therefore includes persons without a job, business or farm who were not actively
looking for work, and who, during survey week, were either keeping house (unpaid),
attending an educational institution (e.g. school or university), retired or
voluntarily idle, permanently unable to work or inmates of institutions. A person
who worked less than fifteen hours without pay in a family business during survey
week is also classified as not in the labour force,

Hours of work relate to actual hours worked during survey week, not hours
paid for. Overtime is included and time off is excluded, Estimates of average hours
worked and of persons classified according to hours of work may be affected by public
holidays, leave, absenteeism, temporary absence from work due to sickness, accidents
and industrial disputes, and work stoppages due to bad weather, plant breakdown,
etc, If a person worked at more than one job during survey week, the total hours
worked at all jobs have been recorded., Persons with jobs who did not work during
survey week have been dincluded in the calculation of average hours worked. The
procedure of disregarding fractions of an hour when recording hours worked results
in slight lowering of the average hours figures.




Discontinuity of the series

T4 At the 1971 population censug, trainee teachers (enrolled at government
teachers colleges and in some cases enrolled also at other institutions) were for
the first time classified as not in the labour force, and since then they have

also been excluded from labour force estimates derived from the population survey.
Exclusion of these students constitutes a bresk in the series between May and August
1971, the numbers of males and females excluded from the labour force in August
being approximately seven thousand and seventeen thousand respectively.

B ' The survey period for February 1971 was later than in the immediately
preceding years, and as a consequence the estimate of the proportion of the population
15 years and over who "went to school” is correspondingly higher. No exact estimate
of this effect is available; however, it may be conjectured that had the survey
period been one week earlier approximately twenty thousand fewer persons would have
been classified in the "went to school" category.

Revisions in this issue

9. Since publication of the bulletin "The Labour Force, 1970", the estimates
of employed persons classified by industry and occupation have been revised for the
period February 1968 to May 1971, Revised estimates for the period from February 1968
are shown in Tables 2, 5-11, 19, 23-25, 31, %2, 39, 42.and 43. Table 40 contains
revisions from February 1970, its inaugural date,

Seasonally adjusted series

10, Seasonally adjusted estimates for selected labour force characteristics
are shown in Table 1, Details of the methods used in seasonally adjusting these
statistics are explained in "Seasonally Adjusted Indicators, 1972" %Reference No. 1.10),

issued on 6 July 1972.

NOTES 1. Any discrepancies between totals aﬁd sume of components in tables are due
to rounding. '

2, A line drawn across a column between two figures indicates a break in the.
continuity of that series., See paragraph 7 above,



TABLY 1. - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (a)

6.

" Persons in the labour force (b) ('000)

Month Males Married women All females Total

Origioal | RS ST | Ontgtna1 | TORRY | origuna1 | TRCERS | Oviemna | OoCtes

1964 Feb. 3256.7 3237.3 622.9 626.3 1302.4 1291.3 4559.2 4528.9
May 3254.3 3253.5 617.3 621.6 1291.3 1296.6 4545.6 4549,5

Aug. 3252.2 3261.7 627.4 628.6 1288.6 1299.5 4540.8 4563,3

Nov. 3268,4 3279.4 652.4 643.3 1321.7 1316.5 4590. 1 4594.,2

1965 Feb. 3313.9 3293.9 648, 1 651.5 1351.8 1340.5 4665.7 4634.8
May 3310.2 3309.4 667.8 672.4 1358.3 1363.9 4668.5 4672.6

Aug. 3319.8 3329.9 674.6 676.0 1263.1 1374.2 4682,9 4705.9

Nov. 3331.7 3342.8 702.5 692.8 1405.9 1400.8 4737.6 4742.0

1966 Feb. 3385.0 3364.1 700.9 704.5 1426.1 1414.3 4811.1 4778.7
May 3384.6 3383.9 716.0 720.7 1418.4 1424.2 4803.0 4807.8

Aug. 3389.8 3400.8 742.5 744.5 1447.3 1458.6 4837.1 4861 .1

Nov. 3%98.8 3409.8 762.8 752.1 1478.4 1473.1 4877.2 4881, 1

1967 Feb. 3442.0 3420.2 765.9 769.7 1502.5 1490.5 49445 4911.2
Hay 343%.4 3432.7 779.7 784.7 1501 .1 1507.0 4934 .4 4939.4

Aug. 3438,5 3450.6 797.6 800.3 1516.8 1528.5 4955.3 4980.8

Nov. 3462.7 3473.5 826.2 B14.2 1540.7 1534.9 5003.4 5006.7%

1968 Feb. 3500.7 3478.1 829.7 834.1 1563.1 1551.6 5063.8 " 5030.0
May 3496.8 3496.0 839.3 B44.2 1567.0 1572.1 5063.7 5068.3

hug. 3499.9 3513.2 851.2 855.1 1570.7 158%.6 5070.6 5098.5

Nov. 3527.6 3538.2 870.6 857.1 1591.2 1584.3 5118.8 5119.9

1969 Feb. 3584, 2 3560.7 891.1 895.9 162573 15124 5207.5 5173.8
May 3579.8 3578.6 899.7 904.6 1617.6 1621.4 5197.4 5200.6

hug. 3581.5 3596.0 920.7 926.0 1630.0 1644.8 5211.5 5242,4

¥ov. 3611.3 3621.9 971.5 955.% 1696.0 1687.7 5307.3 5307.3

1970 Feb. 3667.5 3643.2 960.9 966.5 1706.4 1696.0 5373.9 53%9.4
May 3664.7 3663.3 984.5 989.4 172141 1723.6 5385.8 5387.7

Aug. 3664.3 3679.7 1003.5 1010.5 1727.2 1744.8 5391.5 5425,7

Nov. 3678.2 3689.0 1059.4 1040.6 1786.2 1776.2 5464.4 5463.2

1371 Feb.(c) 3721.5 3696.6 1045.4 1051.9 1791.5 1781 .1 5513.0 5477.7
May 3728.1 3726.5 1064.5 1069.7 1797 .1 1799.2 5525, 1 5526.5

Aug. 3709.4 3725.2 1067.1 1075.0 17711 1790.2 5480.5 5516.6

YNov, 3734.6 3745.6 1097.17 1077.6 1795.2 17841 5529.8 5527.7

For footnotes, see next page.



T

BLE 1. - SEASOWALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (a) - continued
Participation rate (per'cﬁﬂfjf(d} ﬁnemployed persona ( *000)
Month Hales : ?émalés,. : Males Femzles Total
. Seasonally i Seasonally ; | Seasonally ! Seasonally ] Seascnally

Original | " 1. o teq | OTiginal " 00 cieq | OFiginal -adtusted Original | o ctea | Oviginal | s cteq

1964 Feb. 84.8 84.3 33.7 33.4 59.0 531 44.0 35.4 83.0 68.6
May 84.73 84.3. 33.2 33.4 %0.2 32.0 34.4 35.2 64.6 66.2

Aug. 83.9 84.1 33.0 5%..2 24,0 26.6 28.4 33.6 524 60.0

Nov. 83.9 84,1 33.6 33.5 24.5 25.2 28,7 %0.6 53.2 56.5

1965 Feb, 84.5 84.0 34,2 33.9 28.2 24.0 39.0 31.5 67.3 55,7
May 83.9 83.9 34.2 34.3 24.5 25.8 30.9 31.6 §5.5 56.8

Aug. 33.8 84.1 34.1 34.3 7.8 30.8 26.5 31.3 54.2 £2.0

Nov. 83.7 83.9 35.0 34.8 %3.6 34.6 5.2 34,3 65.8 69.8

1966 Feb. 84.5 84.0 35.2 35.0 42.3 36.0 4%.9 35.6 86.2 71.5
Vay B4.2 84.2 34.9 35,0 32.9 34.6 32.5 33.1 65.4 66.8

Lug. 83.8 84.1 35.3 35.5 35.0 39.9 30.9 36.5 66.9 76.5

Nov. 8%.7 8%.9 35.9 35.7 32.3 52,2 35.2 37.3 67.6 71.6

367 Feb. 8.2 83.8. 36.2 36.0 47.6 40.6 43,3 35.2 90.9 75.6
Hay 83.6 83.6 35.0 36.2 40.0 41.8 38.8 39.5 78.8 80.5

bug. 83.4 83.6 36.2 T 36.5 38.14 42.4 34.8 41.4 72.9 B3.5

Hov., §3.5 83.7 36.6 36.4 35.3 36.1 38,5 40.8 73.8 ki

1968 Peb, 83.9 83.4 36.9 56,7 43.7 37,7 49.2 40.0 92.9 77.5
May 83.4 85.3 36.8 %6.9 DL 39.0 40.9 41.7 78.5 80.2

Avg., 3.0 8%7.3 36,7 37,0 32.1 %6.0 35.0 41.5 67.1 77.2

Hov. 83.1 83.3 36,9 36.8 35.2 35.7 37,5 39.7 2y 75.9

1969 Feb, 83,9 83.4 37.4 37.2 43.6 %8.0 48,7 79,4 92.% T
May 83.3 83.5 37.1 a2 35.4 36.2 39,7 40.7 T5.1 76.8

Aug. 83.0 83,2 37.3 37.5 3{.8 36.1 34.3 40.8 66.1 76.6

Nev. 83,1 83.3 38.4 38,2 43,3 43.4 43,3 46.0 86.6 89,7

1970 Fev. |  83.8 83.4 38,4 38,3 39,1 34,4 47.4 38,0 56.4 72.2
Hay 8%.4 83.3 38.6 38.7 3%.9 4.4 i 38,8 71.5 73.2

Aug, 83.0 83.3 73.6 38.9 33.5 38.4 31.5 37.7 65.0 76.0

Nov. 32,7 5.0 39.6 39,4 39.3 38.9 36.6 38.9 75.9 78.0

971 Peb,{c) 53.1 82,7 39.5 39.3 41.7 %6.3 51.% 40.8 93.0 77.6
Hay 22,0 82,9 39.4 39.5 44.0 44.6 38.7 40,0 82.7 84.9

Aug. 82.3 82.5 38.7 39.1 39.3 45.2 35.8 43.0 75.1 88.2

Nov. 2.3 82.5 39.0 38.7 57.0 56.1 42.7 45.4 99,7 102.0

{a) For details of methods used in seasonally adjusting these series see "Seasonzally Adjusted Indicators1972"

(Reference ¥o. 1.10).

Dzge

R a uL
THITE,

5:‘

‘See

(b} Civilians aged 15 years and over.

Fogr definition see page

5, paragraph 6.

o

See

paragrarh 3. {d4) Tre labour force in each group as a percentage of the eivilian population aged 15 years
and over in the same group.

pace

=

7, paragraph

7 regarding discontinuity of the series.




8.

TABLE 2, — CIVILTAN POPULATION 15 YERARS OF AGE AND OVER (a), BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS

: Total ; Civilian
i H

fmployed (v) Unenplaged (b} labour force (b) 1§§oﬁg population

Pl e Other. Total | Number o aehit Number e cent. force aged: 13 and
culture | industries (r000) | (*000) of labour (1000) of population (,000) over (a)
('000) ('000) force ¢ ('000)

MALES
1968 Feb. 370.8 3,086.2 3,45T7.0  43.7 1.2 3,500.7 83.9 671.7 4,172.4
May 359.9 5,099.2 3,459.1 37.7 1.1 3,496.8 83.4 £98.5 4,195.3
Aug. 360.9 3,106.9 3,467.8 32,1 0.9 3,499.9 83,0 T15.7 4,215.6
Nov. 368.6 3,12%.8 3,492.4 35.2 1.0 3,527.6 83.1 719.5 4,247.1
1969 Feb. .358.8 3,181.8 3,540.6 43,6 1.2 3,584.2 8%.9 687.4 4,271 .6
lay 350.8 3,193.6 3,044.4  35.4 1.0 3,579.8 8%.3 715.1 4,294.9
hug. 353.4 3,196.3 3,549.7 31.8 0.9 3,581.5 83.0 733.9 4,315.4
Hov. 357.5 3,210.5 3,568.0 43,3 1.2 3,611.3 83,1 735.6 4,346.9
1970 Feb. 357.2 3,271.2 3,628.4  39.1 141 3,667.5 83.8 T07.3 4,374.8
lay 352.5 3,278.3 3,630.8 33.9 0.9 3,664.7 83.4 T31.5 4,396.2
Aug. 350.2 3,280.6 %,630.8 33.5 0.9 3,664,3 8%.0 749.2 4,413.5
Nov. 349.5 3,289.% 3,638.9  39.3 141 3,678.2 B2.7 T768,2 4,446.4
1971 Pev. (4) 352.7  3,327.1  3,679.8 41.7 t 3,721.5 83.1 755.0  4,476.5
May 341.9 42,2 5,684.1 44.0 1.2 3,728, 1 82.9 T67.1 4,495.2
Lug. 333.8 3,53%6.3 3,670.1 39,3 1.1 3,709.4 82.53 799.6 4,509.0
Hov. 3441 3,353.4 3,677.5 57.0 1.5 5,734.6 82.3 804.4 4,539.0
MARRIED WOMEN

1968 Feb. 49.0 T57.3 806.3 23.4 2.8 829.,7 30.0 1,932.7 2,762.4
May 41.2 T76.6 817.7 21.6 2.6 839.3 30,2 1,940.2 2,779.6
Aug. 45.4 T87.2 832.6 18.7 2.2 851.2 30.5 1,943.3 2,794.6
Nov. 47,2 806.7 854.0 16.6 1.9 870.6 31.0 1,941.4 2,812.0
1969 Feb. 48.1 820.2 868,2 22+9 2.6 891,11 31.3 1,957.6 2,848,7
llay 40.7 835.8 a76.6 23.2 2.6 899,7 Bl 1,964.0 2,863.7
Aug. h2.1 849.3 901.4 19.2 2.1 920.7 31.9 1,964.5 2,885,2
Nov, 53.8 8597.9 951.7 19.8 2.0 g971.5% 33.5 1,930.9 2,902.5
1970 TFeb. 52.1 882.7 9%4.8  26.2 e | 960.9 32.9 1,961 .1 2,922.0
May 49.9 912.6 962.5 22.0 2.2 984.5 35.5 1,958.4 2,943.0
Aug. 54.8 931.8 986.6 17.0 Vel 1,003.5 34.0 1,949.0 2,952.6
Nov. 59.7 981.7 1,041.5 17.9 Yo 1,059.4 35.4 1,929.5 2,988.7
1971 Feb. (a) 60.1 955.1  1,015.2  30.2 2.9 1,045.4 34.7 1,966.7  3,012.1
May 50.3 0.2 1,040.4 24.1 2 1,064.5 55,2 1,962.4 3,026,8
hug. 54.5 991.2 1,045.7  21.4 2.0 1,067.1 35.3 1,954.3 %,021,4
Nov. 4  54.6 1,023.7 1,078.2  19.5 1.8 1,097.7 35.9 1,955.9 3,053.6

For footnotes see page 10,




9.

TABLE 2, - CIVILIAN POPULATION 15 YRARS OF AGE AND OVER (a), BY SHPLOYMENT STATUS - continued
Total ., Civilian
Enployed (b) Unemployed (b) labour force (b) f;goii population
Month Agri- Other Per cent Per cent aged 15 and
culture | industries (T.%E%]‘) I(ql,lroﬂobgﬁ' of labour l(v?'ggg? of popula- (f‘%t{;%e) over (a)
('000) ('000) force tion (e ('000)
OTHER FEMALES (e)
1968 Feb, 12.9 694.7 707.6  25.8 3.5 733.4 49.7 742.5 1,475.9
lay 11.9 696.5 708.4 19.3 2.6 727.6 49.2 750,73 1,477.9
hug., 10.3 £92.8 703.2  16.4 2.3 719.5 48.5 763.9 1,483.4
Nov. 11.8 687.9 699.7 21.0 2.9 720.6 48.1 778.1 1,498.7
1969 Feb. {50 £94.2 706.4  25.8 3.5 TE2.2 49.1 758.6 1,490.8
lMay 11.5 689.9 701.4  16.5 2.5 7.9 48.1 T774.5 1,492.4
fug. 13.1 681.2 694.3 15.0 2,1 709.4 47.6 780.7 1,490.0
Nov. 1%.3 687.7 701.0  23.4 3.2 7244 48.0 786.0 1,510.4
1970 Feb, 12.8 T11.4 724.3 91,2 2.8 745.5 49,1 7736 1,519.1
May 14.2 706.7 720.9 15.6 2.1 7%6.5 48.6 778.3 1,514.8
Aug. 12.3 696.8 709.1  14.6 2.0 723.7 47.6 796,73 1,519.9
Nov. 11.9 £96.3 708.2  18.7 2,6 726.8 47.7 796.2 1,523.0
1971 Feb. (4) 12,3 712.7 725.0  21.1 2.8 746.1 48,8 781.9 1,528.1
lMay 11.6 706.5 718.0 14.6 2.0 132.6 47.9 797.7 1,530.4
Mug. 1.8 677.9 689.7 14.3 2.0 704.0 45.4 847.3 1,551.3
Nov. 12.0 662.3 674.4 23,2 333 697.5 44.9 854.3 1,551.9
ALL FEMALES
1966 Feb, 61.9 1,452.0 1,51%.9 49,2 Bt 1,56%.1 36.9 2,675.2 4,238.3
May 53.1 1,473.0  1,526.1 40.9 2.6 1,567.0 36.8 2,690.5 4,257.5
hug. 55,7 1,480.0 1,535.7 35.0 2.2 1,570.7 36.7 27013 4,278
Nov. 59.1 1,494.6 1,55%.7 37.5 2.4 1,591.2 36.9 2,719.5 4,310.7
1969 Teb. 60.% 1,514.3 ,574.6  48.7 2.0 1,623.3 37.4 2,716.2 4,359.5%
May 52.% 1,525.7 1,578.0 39.7 2.5 1,617.6 571 2,738.5 4,%56.1
hug. 65.1 1,530.6  1,595.7 34.3 2.1 1,630.0 %7.%5 2,745.2 4,375.2
Nov. 67.2 1,585.6 52.7 43.3 2.6 1,696.0 28.4 2,716.9 4,412.9
1970 Feb. 65.0 1,594.1  1,659.0 47.4 2.8 1,706.4 38.4 2,734.7 4,441 .1
May 64.1 1,619.2  1,683.4 37.7 2.2 15784 38.6 2,736.7 4,457.8
Aug. 67.0 1,628.6 1,695.7 %1.5 1.8 1,7927.2 38,6 2,745.% 4,472.5
Nov, 71.6 1,678.0 1,749.6 36.6 2.0 1,786.2 39.6 2,725.5 4,511.7
1971 Feb. (a) 72.3 ,667.9  1,740.2 51.3 2.9 1,791.5 39,5 2,748,7 4,540,2
Moy 61.8 1,696.6 1,758.4 38.7 2.2 1,797.1 39,4 2,760.1 4,557.2
Aug. 66.3 7,669.1 1,735.3 35.8 2.0 Tl 28,7 2,601.6 4,5T72.7
ov. 66.6 1,686.0 1,752.6 42.7 2.4 1,795.2 39.0 2,810.3 q,605.5

For footnotes see page 10.




















































































































































