
Victorian Year-Book, 1937-38. 

PART I. 

THE HISTORY OF VICTORIA. 

An article on this subject contributed by Professor Ernest ScoH, 
ofessor of History in the University of Melbourne, appears in the 
IJ,r-Book for 1916-17, pages 1 to 31. 

CHRO~OLOGICAL TABLE OF LEADING EVENTS. 

Leading 
Events. 

A chronological table of leading events cOllnected with 
the discovery and the history of Victoria for the years 1770 
to 1934 inclusive, was published in the YeaT-Book for 

1933-34. Since then the principal happenings of the year in the State 
have been recorded in the Year-Book relating thereto. 

Some of the principal events in Victorian and Australian history 
from 3rd October, 1937, to 30th June, 1938, were as follow:-

1937-19th October 

19th Octoher 

19th October 

19th October 

2;~rd October 

16th December 

25th December 

28th December 

1938--13th .Jallunry 

20th Jnnuary 

1:3060 

The Han. John Cain succeeded Hon. T. Tunnecliffe 
on his resignation as leader of the Stnte Labour 
Partv. . 

The 33rd Parliament of VIctoria opened by His 
I<~xcellency the Governor (Lord Huntingfield). 

Hon. T. Tunnecliffe elected Speaker of the 
LegIslative Assembly. 

After five days of continuous hcnvy rain over the 
State serious flooding occurred in many parts of 
the Yarra Valley and South Gippsland. 

The general elections for the Federal Palliament 
were helel. 

As a result of an illness which lasted for' several 
weeks Colonel the Hon. Sir Murray Bourchicr, 
Kt. C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., Agent-General for 
Yictoria in London, died. 

The coastal freighter Saros, bound from Gee!ong to 
Bydney, ran ashore at Cape Everard and became 
R tot31 wreck. Noli ves were lost. 

Arising out of the outbreak of poliomyelitis (infantile 
paralysis) Sister Kenny at the invit<1tion of the 
Stnte Ministrv nrriyed in Melbourne to discuss 
with the He&lth Authorities details of her method 
of treatment of pnti,mts. 

On her survey flight of the Austr3lian coast, the 
Imperial Airways flying boat CentaurU8 landed ~t 
"'illi»mstown. 

Appoiniment of the Han. A. L. Bussau (Attorney­
Geneml and Minister of Transport) »8 Agent­
Gener»l for VIctoria in London for a period of 
five yeM's. 
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1938--22nd January 

31st January 

28th February 

1st March 

17th March 
29th March 

6th April 

19th April 

29th Apl'il 

,5th May 

lOth May 

11th May 
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Owing to a dispute over the conditionp of 
employment about 600 employees of a large 
textile mill in Melbourne began a strike. The 
dispute was speedil~' settled. During the following 
week, however, 700 employees of another mill, 
dissatisfied with their new award, ceased work. 
The latter strike was settled on 8th February, 193? 
Further discontent with the award was shown 
at Geelong when, on 8th February, 600 weavers 
ceased work, necessitating the closing of ",II textile 
mills in that area. Operations were resumed on 
17th l<'ebruary, 1938. 

Mr. John Barnes, a former :Federal Minister and one 
of the three Labour representatives elected to the 
Senate for Victoria at the 1937 Federal general 
elections, died aged 69 years. 

The State Ministry appointed a RoyalOommission 
to investigate industrial assurance, and to advise 
about "th", hasis of legislation" desirable in 
Victoria. 

The Housing Commission provided for by the 
Ho"sing Act 1937 was appointed by the Governor 
in CounciL 

Death of Mr. Robert Williams, M.L.C. 
HiH Excellency the Governor (Lord Huntingfield) 

sworn in as Administrator of the Commonwealth 
during the absence abroad of His Excellency the 
Governor. General (Lord Gowrie, V.C.). During 
this period the duties of Lord Huntingfield, as 
Governor of Victoria, were performed by His 
Excellency the Lieut·.Governor (Sir Frederick 
Wollaston Mann, K.C.M.G.). 

On a world cruise the Empress of Brihin (42,348 
tons) berthed at Port Melbourne. This is the 
largest vessel to visit Melbourne, its dimensions 
being--Length, 733· 3 feet, Beam, 97· 8 feet, 
depth 56 feet, and draft 31 feet 4 inches (forf') 
and 31 fpet 8 inches (aft). 

The Victorian Agent·General designate (The Hon. 
A. L. Bussau) left for London to assume his new 
office. His resignation from the Sta!e Ministry 
necessitated a reallocation of portfolios. 

lIfr. William Brownbill, 2\LL.A., for Geelong died 
aged 74 years. 

Mr. Keith Dogdshun elected unopposed at the 
by·election for the Ouyen seat of the Legislatiye 
Assemblv. 

Plans for 'the training in technical schools of 500 
men, ager! between 18 and 2;) years, who lost their 
opportunity for absorption in industry during 
the yean of the financial depression. were approved 
hy the Skte C8.binf't. 

Details of the plans for the new Royal Melbourne 
Hospital to ':Ie built at Parkville were announced 
by the Premier (The Hon. A. A. Dunstan). Esti· 
mated to cost £800,000 and contain 500 beds, the 
new building will be the largest structure ever built 
in Victoria 9,8 a single unit. 



1938---11th May 

7th June 

7th June 

7th June 

16th June 

24th June 

28th June 
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Mr. P .• J. Kennelly returned unopposed for the 
vacancy in the West Melbourne Province of the 
Legislative ·Council. 

More than 2,000 building trade operatives were 
rendered idle by the decision of the Master 
Builders' Association to suspend operations 
following the refusal of the plasterers and brick 
layers to discontinue the holding of " stop-work" 
meetings in their campaign for a 40-hour week. 
'Work was resumed on 13th June. 

The erection was commenced at the Essendon 
Aerodrome of a steel tower 40 feet high. This 
tower will house a huge revolving light beacon. 
Similar lights will be erected on the air route 
between Melbourne and Sydney. 

Mrs. :Fanny E. Brownbill elected at the by-electicn 
for Geelong seat of the Legislative Assembly, 
which seat was formerly held by her late husband, 
ylr. William Brownbill, M.L.A. 

At the request of the Commonwealth Government, 
Air Chief-Marshal, Sir Edward Ellington, 
Tnspector-General of the Royal Air Force, 
arrived in Melbourne to report on air defence. 

Dissatisfied with the refusal of the State Electricity 
Commission to grant an increased wage, about 
150 engineers employed at Yallourn, ceased work. 
vVork was resumed on 11th August. 

The second session of the 33rd State Parliament was 
opened by His Excellency the Jjeutenant­
Governor (Sir Frederick Mann, K.C.M.G.). 

GlWGRAPHICAL POSITIO~, AREA, AND CLIMATE. 

Area of 
Victoria. 

Victoria is situated at the south-eastern extremity of 
the Australian continent, of which it occupies about 
a thirty-fourth part, and contains about 87,884 square 

miles, or 56,245,760 acres. The following islands, together with a 
number of small islands around the coast and in the bays and inlets, 
are included in its territory :~Phillip, French, Churchill and 
Elizabeth islands in Western Port Bay; Snake, Little Snake and 
Sunday islands at Corner Inlet; and Lady Julia Percy island off 
the coast near Port. Fairy. The areas in acres of these islands 
are--Phillip, 24,320; French, 42,000; Churchill, 140; Elizaheth, 
64; Snake, 11,500; Little Snake, 1,240; Sunday, 2,640; and 
Lady Julia Percy, 650. Victoria is bounded on the north and 
north-east by New Sout,h Wales, from which it is separated by the 
River Murray, and by a straight line running in a south-easterly 
direction from a place near the head-waters of that stream, called 
The Springs, on Forest Hill, to Cape Howe. The total length of 
this boundary, following the windings of the l\furray River from 
the South Australian border along the Victorian bank to the Indi 
River, thE'nco by the Indi or Murray Hiver to Forest Hill and thence 
by the straight line from Forrst Hill to Cape Howe, is 1,175 miles. The 
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length of the Murray River forming part of the boundary is 997 miles, 
of the Indi or Murray River, 68 miles, and of the straight line from 
Forest Hill to Cape Howe, 110 miles. On the west it is bounded by 
South Australia, the dividing line b3ing about 280 geographical 
miles in length, approximating to the position of the 141st meridian 
of east longitude, and extending from the River Murray to the sea. 
On the south and south-east its shores are washed by the Southern 
Ocean, Bass Strait, and the Pacific Ocean. It lies approximately 
between the 34th and 39th parallels of south latitude ani the 141~t 
and 150th meridians of east longitude. Its greatest length from eaRt 
10 we~t is about 493 miles, its greatest breadth about 290 miles, and 
its extent of coast-line 980 miles, including the length around 
Port Phillip Bay 164 miles, Western Port 90 miles, and Corner Inlet 
50 miles. Great Britain, inclusive of the Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islan Is, cuntains 89,M] square mile3, and is therefore slightly larger 
than Victoria. 

The southernmost point in Victoria, and in the whole of the A ustra­
lian continent, is Wilson's Promontory, which lies in latitude 39 deg. 8 min. 
S., longitude 146 deg. 26 min. K ; the northernmost point is the place 
where the western boundary of the State meets the Murray, latitude 
34 deg. 2 min. S, longitude i40 deg. 58 min. K ; the point furthest 
east is Cape Howe, situated in latitude 37 deg. 31 min. S., longitude 
149 deg. 59 min. E. The westerly boundary lies upon the meridian 
140 deg. 58 min. K, and extends from latitude 34 deg. 2 min. S. to 
latitude 38 deg. 4 min. S., a distance of 280 miles. 

From its geographical position, Victoria enjoys a climate 
Clim~tJ. 

more suitable to the European constitution than any 
other State in Australia. During the eighty-two years ended with 
1937, the maximum temperature in the shade recorded at the 
Melbourne Observatory and at the Weather Bureau was 111'2 deg. 
Fahr., on the 14th January, 1862; the minimum was 27 deg., on 
the 21st July, 1869; and the mean 58-:) deg. Upon the average, 
on only three days during the year does the thermometer rise above 
10) deg. in the shade, and on only eighteen days does the temperature 
reach 90 deg. or over; generally, on about two nights during the year, 
it falls below freezing point. Sultry nights are of rare occurence. 
The minimum reading approximates to 70 deg. on an average on only 
two nights in anyone year. The maximum temperature in the sun 
ever recorded (i.e., since 1859) was 178'3 deg., on the 14th January, 
1862. The mean atmospheric pressure noted, first at the Observat'lry 
91 feet above sea level, and later at the Weather Bureau 115 feet 
above sea level, was during the eig:lty-two years ended with 1937, 
30' 013 inches; the average number of days on which rain fell each 
year was 140, and the average yearly rainfall was 25' 65 inches. The 
mean relative humidity of the atmosphere is 67 per cent.; on very 
warm days it is often 12 per cent., and it has been as low aR 2 per cent. 
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The severity of the heat is not felt so much as it would be if there 
were a relatively high wet bulb, as the temperature by such bulb 
seldom exceeds 75 deg. The average number of hours of sunshine 
daily is 6'1; fogs occur, on an average, on only 21 days in the year. 

Further information in regard to climatic and weather conditions 
will be found in part " Production" of this volume. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY OF VICTORIA. 

An article on the" Physical Geography and Geology of Victoria," 
by Mr. W. Baragwanath, Director of Victorian Geological Survey, 
app3ars in the Y ear-Book for 1927-28 on pages 20 to 30, and addenda 
thereto appear in subsequent issues. of the Year-Book. 

MOUNTAINS AND HILLS, RIVERS AND LAKES. 

MOMtains 
and Hills. 

The highest mountain in Victoria is Mount Bogong,* 
situated in the county of the same name, 6,509 feet 
above sea-level; the next highest peaks are-Mount 

Feathertop, 6,306 feet; Mount Nelson, 6,170 feet; Mount Fainter, 
6,160 feet; Mount Hotham, 6,100 feet; Mount McKay, 6,030 feet; 
and Mount Cope, 6,027 feet; all situated in the same county; also 
the Cobboras, 6,030 feet, situated between the counties of Benambra 
and Tambo. These, so far as is known, are the only peaks which 
exceed 6,000 feet in height but, according to a list which appears in 
the Year-Book for 1915-16, there are 39 peaks between 5,000 and 
6,000 feet high, and 40 between 4,000 and 5,000 feet high. It is 
known, moreover, that there are many peaks rising to upwards of 
4,000 feet above the level of the sea whose actual heights have not 
yet been determined. 

With the exception of the Yarra, on the banks of which 
Rivers. the metropolis is situated; the Murray; the Goulburn, 
which empties itself into the Murray about' eight miles to the eaRt­
ward of Echuca; the La Trobe and the Mitchell, with, perhaps, a 
few other of the Gippsland streams, the rivers of Victoria are not 
navigable. They, however, drain the watershed of large areas of 
country, and many of the streams are used as feeders to permanent 

. reservoirs for irrigation and water supply purposes. The Murray, 
which forms the northern boundary of the State, is the largest 
river in Australia. Its total length is 1,520 miles, and for 1,065 miles 
it flows along the Victorian border. Several of the rivers in the north­
western portion of the State have no outlet, but are gradually lost 
in the absorbent tertiary flat country through which they pass . 

• The highest mountain on the Australian Continent is Mount Kosciusko in New South 
Wales, one peak 01 which is 7,32~ feet high. 
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Victoria contains numerous lakes and lagoons, either salt 
Lakes. or fresh-water, but many of these are nothing more than 
swamps during dry seasons. Some of them are craters of extinct 
volcanoes. Lake Corangamite, the largest inland lake in Victoria, 
covers 90 square miles, and is quite salt, notwithstanding that it receives 
the flood waters of several fresh-water streams. It has no visible 
outlet. Lake Colac, only a few miles distant from Lake Corangamite, 
is a beautiful sheet of water, 10! square miles in extent, and quite 
fresh. The Gippsland lakes-Victoria, King, and Reeve--are situat.ed 
close to the coast, and are separated from the sea by only a 
narrow belt of sand. Lake Wellington, the largest of the Gippsland 

, lakes, lies to the westward of Lakes Victoria and King, and is united 
to the first-named by a narrow channel. South-east of Geelong is 
Lake Connewarre which is connected with the sea at Point Flinders. 

A list of mountains and hills, rivers and lakes in Victoria appears 
in the Victorian Year-Book for 1915-16. This list contains informa­
tion in regard to heights, lengths, and areas respectively. 

FLORA OF VICTORIA. 

An article on the "Flora of Victoria," by Mr. J. W. Audas, 
F.L.S., F.R.M.S. (National Herbarium, Melbourne), appears in the 
Year-Book, 1927-28, on pages 3 to 19, and addenda thereto 
appear in subsequent issues of the Year-Book. 

FURTHER ADDENDA TO THE ABOVE ARTICLE. 

Added to the List of Victorian Flora. 

The following species were added to the list of Victorian Flora 
during the year 1937-38 :-

Four species not previously recorded for this State have been 
added to the list of Victorian Flora, viz. :-

Eucalyptus Kybeanensis, M. & O. "Kybean Ash Malleo" 
(M yrtaceae ). . 

Jj;Iuehlenbeckia rhyticarya, F. v M. "Wrinkled-nut Lignum". 
Pomaderris ligustrina, "Privet Pomaderris" (Rhamnaceae). 
Scaevola depauperata, R.Br., "Leafless Fan-flower" (Good-

eniaceae) 
EXOTICS. 

Carex divulsa, Goode, "Grey Sedge". 
Digitaria Ischaemum, Muhl., "Smooth Orab-grass ". 

NEW REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION. 

Erechtites mixta, D.O., "Fluffy Fireweed ". New for East. 
Kochia micr'ophylla, F. v lVI. New for North East. 
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THE FAUNA OF VICTORIA. 

An article on the "Fauna of Victoria," by the late T. S. Hall, 
M.A., D.Sc. (University of Melbourne), and Mr. J. A. Kershaw, F.Z.S., 
Curator of the National Museum, Melbourne, appears in the Year­
Book for 1916-17, and addenda thereto by Mr. Kershaw in the Year­
Books for 1918-19 and 1920-21. Additional notes on this subject by 
Mr. D. Mahony, M.Sc., Director of the National Museum, Melbourne, 
were published in the Year-Book for 1931-32. 

Special articles on the "Fauna of Victoria ", the names of the 
contributors, arid the issue of the Year-Book in which they appear 
are shown hereunder:-

1932-33, "Mlmmals of Victoria ", Mr. C. 'V. Brazenor, 
National Museum. 

1933-34, "Birds, of Victoria ", Mr. George Mack, National 
Museum. 

1934-35, "Reptiles of Victoria ", Mr. C. W. Brazenor, 
National Museum. 

1935-36, "Fishes of Victoria ", Mr. George Mack, National 
Museum. 

1936-37, "Freshwater Crayfishes and Yabbies of Victoria ", 
Miss Ellen Clark, National Museum. 

1937-38, "Insects of Victoria", Part 1. (Ants), Mr. J. Clark, 
National Museum. 

INSECTS OF VICTORIA. 

PART 1. (ANTS.) 

By J. Clark, Entomologist, National Museum of Victoria. 

Ants are not as abundant in Victoria as in most other parts of 
Australia. We have, however, many of the most interesting groups 
and species, although none of'the highly spectacular spring-cleaning 
ants, nor the fungus-growing ants of South America, is found here. 
Our species are mainly primitive, belonging to an ancient fauna. 
The bull-dog ants, confined to Australia and found everywhere in 
the Australian bush, are the largest of all known ants. The driver 
ants of Africa are represented in Australia by five species, but none 
occurs in Victoria. 

The Cerapachyinae contains about one hundred species in all parts 
of Australia, ten species being found in this State. This group contains 
,the hunting or robber ants; these ants are very rarely seen or found 
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unless especially searched for. Five species of Phyracaces are not 
uncommon. They are black or red and measure up to half an inch 
in length. Generally seen travelling in single file from their own 
nest to the nest of some other ant, they enter the attacked nest and 
carry off the larvae and pupae of their victims. These larvae and pupae 
are served as food to the Phyracaces larvae. Occasionally interesting 
battles may be witnessed during the raids, but the Phyracaoes always 
secure the victory, generally working in bright sunlight. Another 
genus, Eusphinctus, contains several hypogoeic species living entirely 
in the ground, and rarely coming to the surface. Unlike the 
Phyracaoes, they are totally blind, having no traces of eyes. The 
genus Nothosphinotus is represented by several species of somewhat 
similar but larger ants with the same habits. 

The primitive Ponerinae, or stinging ants, contains most of the 
more interesting species such as the large bull-dog ants of the genus 
Myrmecia. The bull-dog ants are the largest ants in the world; 
one species me'asuring just on one and one-half inches long is found 
in Queensland. These ants, amongst the most primitive in the world, 
are relicts of fauna now extinct elsewhere. The worker'>, re'1lly 
sexually imperfect females, sting severely. They do not bite, as is 

_ supposed generally, the large jaws being used merely to hang on so 
that the sting in the tail can be driven into the victim. As the 
sting is plain, not barbed as is the sting of the bee, the ant can insert 
and withdraw her sting as often as she wishes. In most parts of the 
bush a handy antidote for the citing of the bull-dog ant is the root of 
the common bracken fern, which, when cut and applied to the wound, 
brings almost instant relief. Although causing great pain, the sting 
of the bull-dog ant cannot be regarded as dangerous. Twenty species 
have been found in Victoria, a few living in rotten logs, but most 
living in nests in the ground. Although nests containing several 
hundred individuaLs may be found, it is seldom that more than one 
hundred individuals inhabit one nest. All are honey feeders, 
existing Oll. nectar and the exudations of plants and trees. Some 
of the smaller bull-dog ants, known as jumpers, can, when excited, 
advance on the ground by a series of short jumps or leaps, the jump 
rarely exceeding half an inch. One scientific journal informs us that 
they take a leap of one foot; that, however, is a flight of imagination. 

The larger bull-dog ants frequently drop off trees and shrubs on to 
anyone passing below. Fearless fighters, thEse ants will follow an 
intruder for a considerable distance from the nest. They are t~e 
only animals in the Australian bush which will orenly attack, with­
out provocation, any man or anirr;al and which will not retreat from 
man. Their favourite pastin:e is uy:setting picnic partiu. The ants 
of the genus Odontomaohus have some jumping ability, too; with these 
however, the jump is not forward but backward. They advance 
with wide open jaws which, when they close suddenly, do so with 
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8uch force as to throw the ant backward for about two inches in a 
80rt of somersault. These ants can sting severely, but are seldom 
8een except in the mallee districts . 

. The primitive genus Amblyopone is confined to the Australian region. 
Seven species are found in this State. All are more or less hypogoeic, 
living underground, usually under logs or stones, but occasionally a 
large nest will be located in a rotten log. When the nest is exposed, 
these ants sham death, curling up and remaining motionless for 'Some 
time. They appear to feed on termites and the larvae of other insects. 
The genus Ohalcoponera, commonly known as green-head ants, contains 
80me handsomely coloured ants, shades of blue, green and violet being 
the most common. All can sting severely. They live in a small 
nest, generally under stones, but at times with no covering over the 
entrance. Workers, females and males, are found in most nests. 
The genera Rhytid'Jponera and Bothroponera are poorly represented in 
Victoria and have not been found south of the Main Divide. 
Workers and males are well known and abundant where the ants 
occur, but up to the present neither females nor queens have been 
found. In both groups the workers are large and rather slow 
moving; they live in small nests, rarely more than one hundred 
individuals inhabiting each nest. Both have the unusual habit of 
exposing their pupae to the heat of the sun for short periods. 

Euponera lutea (Mayr) is one of the most common and widely 
distributed ants; it is found in every part of the Commonwealth. 
The ant is about one-quarter of an inch long, yellow, and lives in 
8mall nests under stones or logs. It come'l out to feed at night 
or during very dull days. The sub-family Pseudomyrminae is repre­
sented by a single species which, up to the present, has been found 
only in the Geelong district. They are slender ants, half an inch 
long, generally all black, and live in holes in trees. This group, as 
well as the following, has two nodes or separated segments, connecting 
the abdomen to the thorax, and usually a more or less well developed 
sting. The sub-family Myrmeoinae is represented by numerous species. 
Most of them are small and generally live in the ground. T ne 
majority of the serious pests, and almost all the introduced house 
ants, belong to this group. 

The genus Pheid9le contains over fifty species throughout the Com­
monwealth and almost one-third of the number is found in Victoria. 
Most of the species are destructive pests when the nests are established 
near human habitations or cultivations. The workers are harvester ants, 
collecting the seeds of various plants for food. One (Pheidole megace­
phala) is an introduced pest, recognized as a serious household pest 
throughout the world. Our most serious pests belong to the genus 
Monomorium, species of which are found in most parts of the world. 
Several, recognized as world-wide pests, have unfortunately become 
established in Australia. The most .common and widely distributed 
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species is "7I'lonomorium pharaonis, the well known house pest, a 
minute yellow ant, commonly known in Australia as the Singapore 
Ant. Eight species of the genus are natives of Victoria but none of 
these is a house pest; some destroy seeds in the "gardens. 

The genus Ap~aenogaster contains a number of much larger ants 
measuring over one quarter of an inch long. They live in the ground, 
the entrance to the nest being indicated by a small cone about three 
inches high, with a crater-like opening in the middle. In some 
localities, particularly in the Mallee, these crater-like mounds are 
very abundant and conspicuous. The genus Podomyrma is com­
posed of handsomely coloured ants, all living in trees, and usually 
making their nest in the tunnels of wood-boring larvae. They do 
a great deal of damage to the trees by enlarging the burrows and 
allowing the weather to enter the tree. The genus Dacryon is 
composed of ants with similar habits, and, in general appearance, 
are very much like Podomyrma. They can be recognized, however, 
by three spines on the first node of the gaster; Pcdomyrma has 
none or one at the most. 

The ants in the genus Meranoplus are mostly harvesters. The 
majority are small, about one-fourth of an inch long, but some measure 
up to half an inch. They live in the ground and make a small crater-like 
entrance to the nest. Almost every nest is surrounded by a pile of 
discarded seed husks. The ants collect the seeds of various plants, 
which they husk and store in the nest. When a nest is disturbed, the 
ants curl up and remain motionless for some time. The genus Orectog­
nathus contains some small spiny ants with long slender jaws and heart­
shaped heads, having the appearance of miniature bull-ants. The 
species of Strumigenys are somewhat similar but have spongeous growtl:s 
instead of spines. Both groups live in small nests in the ground. 

The sub-family Dolichoderinae contains most of our small black 
ants. The genus Iridomyrmex has a large number of species here, 
the common meat ant, or mound ant, being the most common and 
wi.dely distributed ant in Australia. It is found everywhere, and 
frequently the large flat nest is very conspicuous. One nest near 
Melbourne measures twenty-five feet long by eight.een feet wide with 
t.he highest part., about one foot high, in t.he middle. Small, bare 
t.racks lead in all directions from t.he nest.. Various species of t.his 
genus invade houses occasionally, but. seldom remain long in such 
places. All t.hese ant.s have a disagreeable odour. An introduced 
species Techynomyrmex albipes, a small black ant with whit.e legs, 
is becoming well est.ablished in houses in and near Melbourne. An 
interesting group in this family is the genus Leptomyrmex. They are 
large slender ants with very long legs. Although abundant in New 
South Wales and Queensland, only one species is found in Victoria. 
No females of any species of these ants has been found, although 
diligent search has been made for them. One peculiarity is that most 
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nests contain a number of repletes, or honey-pot ants. These are 
workers with the abdomen greatly distended with honey. The genus 
Bothriomyrmex includes some very small ants which are parasites 
in the nests of other ants. 

The very large sub-family Formicinae contains the large sugar­
ants so common everywhere. The ants belonging to this group have 
no sting. The genus Camponotus contains most of the large species; 
usually they are yellow or reddish and move about at night, rarely 
leaving the nest during the day. The commonest species is Cam­
ponotus consobrinus, a large red and black species, .abundant through­
out the Commonwealth. Over twenty species are known in this 
State. The genus Melophorus contains some interesting species of 
small ants, most of them being harvesters. They make a small nest 
underground, the entrance generally being surrounded by a pile of 
seed husks. Usually four sizes of workers are present in each nest. 
The ordinary worker is small and slender, and the soldier or major 
worker is five or six times the size, with a huge head, there are two 
other forms intermediate between the two. One peculiar ant in this 
genus is the well known" yellow honey-pot ant" of the interior. 

The genus N otoncus contains a number of moderate size ants, all 
having peculiar sculpture and protuberances, and living under stones 
and logs. The genus Polyrhachis contains a very large number of 
ants, all with well developed spines on the body. They measure 
about half an inch long and are usually black, but many species are 
covered with bright golden or silvery hairs. In the tropics these 
ants live generally in carton nests formed amongst the leaves on 
trees, but in Victoria our species all live in the ground under stones 
or logs; occasionally nests may be found in holes in standing trees. 
The genus Prolasius which, until recently, was thought to be confined 
to New Zealand, is represented here by over twenty species. They 
arc small, black or brown, shining ants, found in moderately large 
nests under logs or stones in the mountains. Their habits are some­
what similar to those of Melophorus. The genus Stignacros contains 
many species. All are very small, rarely more than one-eighth of . 
an inch long. In colour they range from yellow to dark brown and 
usually are very shining. They are adorned with spines and have 
the appearance of very dwarf forms of Polyrhachis. The singular 
genus Opisthopsis contains many species throughout the warm dry 
districts of Australia; only one is found here and is confined to the 
Mallee districts. All are bright yellow, mare or less marked with 
black, and have a rather narrow head with the large eyes placed 
right behind at the back corners of the head. They are very fast 
runners and can be found running about during the hottest days. 
Frequently their nests are found in termite mounds. The brilliant 
coloured ants of the genus Calomyrmex are found mostly in the 
interior; two species are found in the hot dry Mallee districts. 
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CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT. 

An article containing full information regarding the 
Constitution of Victoria appears in the Year-Book for 
1928-29, pages 9 to 16. 

Amendents were made to the Cc>nstitution by the Constitution 
(Reform) ct 1937, the proclamation of the Royal Assent to which 
was publi hed in the Victoria Government Gazette of 30th March, 
1938. Th s Act relates mainly to disagreements between the two 
Houses of Parliament. 

Sectio 37 of The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1928 provided 
that, in t e event of the Assembly being dissolved by the Governor 
by a proc amation declaring such- dissolution to be granted in con­
sequence f a disagreement between the two Houses, and the Assembly 
again pass'ng the Bill and the Council rejecting or failing to pass' it 
or passin it with amendments to which the Assembly would not 
agree, the Governor could dissolve the Council and Assembly simul­
taneously. 

The C nstitution (R~form) Act 1937 amends the principal Act by 
substituting, for Section 37, a Section (2) which provides that the 
Governor, 'nstead of dissolving both Houses, may dissolve the Council 
only. If, after such dissolution of the Council, the Assembly again 
passes the Bill in the same or next succeeding session, and the Council 
rejects it, he Governor may convene a joint sitting of the members 
of the Co neil and of the Assembly. Any amendments in such Bill 
proposed t such joint sitting, if affirmed by an absolute majority 
of the who e number of the members of the Council and the Assembly, 
shall be d emed to have been carried. If the Bill with the amend­
ments (if ny) so carried is affirmed by an absolute majority of the 
whole nu ber of the members of the Council and the Assembly, it 
shall be d emed to have been duly passed by the Council and the 
Assembly nd shall be presented to the Governor for His Majesty's 
assent. 

Sub-sec ion 7 of Section 2 excludes from the operation of the 
foregoing p ovisions of such Section any Bill providing for the abolition 
of the Cou cil or by which an alteration may be made in Schedule D 
(relating t the Governor's and Judges' salaries, &c.) to the Con­
stitution A t, or amending or repealing such Section. 
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In addition, the qualifications of members have been widened 
by reducing the age of qualification from 30 to 21 years and the pro­
perty qualification from fifty to twenty-five pounds. The deposit 
required from a candidate for election to the C,mncil is reduced from 
one hundred to fifty pounds. 

It is further provided that no person shall, at any election for 
the Council, vote for more than one province or more than once for 
the same province. 

GOVERNORS OF VICTORIA. 

The following statement shows the names and periods of 
:~i~W:'rs of office of Governors and Acting Governors of Victoria 

since the first appointment of Mr. Charles Joseph La Trobe 
as Superintendent, in 1839 :-

---------,------ ,---

Name. Date of A;;samption 
of Office, 

-------------!--

Charles Joseph La Trobe 
John Vesey Fitzgerald Foster 

(Acting) 
Captain Sir Charles Hotham, 

R.N.,K.C.B. 
Major.General Edward Mac. 

arthur (Acting) 
Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B. 
Sir Charles Henry Darling, 

K.C,B. 
Brigadier·General George Jack. 

son Carey, C.B. (Acting) 
The Honorable Sir John Henry 

Thomas Manners.Sutton, 
K.C.B. 

Sir Willillm Foster Stawell, Kt. 
(Acting) 

Sir George Ferguson Bowen, 
G.C.M.G. 

Sir Redmond Barry, Kt. (Acting) 

Sir William Foster Stawell, Kt. 
(Acting) 

The Most Honorable George 
Augustus Constantine Phipps, 
Marquis of Normanby, 
G.C.M.G., P.C. 

Sir William Foster Stawell, Kt. 
(Acting) 

30th September, 1839 
8th May, 1854 

22nd June, 1854 

1st January, 1856 

26th December, 1856 
lith September, 1863 

7th May, 1866 

15th August, 1863 

3rd March, 1873 

31st March. 1873 

3rd January, 1875 

llth January, 1875 .. 

27th February, 1879 

18th April, 1884 

Sir Henry Brougham LOCh,{ 15th July, 1884 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 18th October, 1889 

• Died on this date. 

Date of Retirement 
from Office. 

5th May, 1854 
22nd June, 1854 

31st December, 1855* 

26th December, 1856 

lOth September, 1863 
7th May, 1866 

15th August, 1866 

2nd March, 1873 

19th March, 1873 

22nd February, 1879 

lOth January, 1875 

14th January, 1876 

18th April, 1884 

15th July, 1884 

8th March, 1889 
15th November, 1889 
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GOV8RNORS OF VTCTORIA-contin1.ed. 

'II Da te of Ass urn pii on I ame. of Office. 

------+-------,-------1 
i ! 

!'ir William leaver Francis f I 
Robinson. G C.M.G. (Acting) L ' 

The Hight onorable John 
Adrian I,on s Hope, Earl of 
Hopetonn. .C.M.G. 

The Honorabl John Madden,! 
LL.D. (Acti g) L 

The Right 
Brassey, K. 

The Honora Ie Sir JOhn{ 
Madden, K C.M.G., LL.D. 
(Acting) 

The Honora Ie Sir John 
l\Iadden, K C.M.G., LL.D., 
Lieutenant- overnor (Acting) 

The Sir John 
Madden, K C.M.G., LL.D., 
Lieutenant- overnor (Acting) 

l\f ajor-General on. Sir Reginald 
Arthur .Tame Talbot, K.C.B. 

The Honorafte Sir John 1 Madden, G. .M.G., LL.D., 
Lieutenant-G vernor (Acting) 

Sir Thomas Da id Gibson Car­
michael, Bar net, K.C.M.G. 

The Honorab e Sir John 
Madden, G. _M.G., I,L.D., 
Licutenant"G vernor (Acting) 

Sir John Mic ael Fleetwood 
Fuller, Baron t, K.C.M.G. 

The Honorab e Sir John 
Madden, 'G'l.M.G., LL.D., 
Lieutenant-G vernor (Acting) 

Sir Arthur L ulph Stanley, 
K.C.M.G. ~ 

Sir William Hill Irvine, 
R.C.M.G., LL. ., Lieutenant­
Governor (Act ng) 

, The Right Ho . the Earl of 
Stradbroke, .C.M.G., C.B., 
C.V.O., C.B.E 

Sir William Hill ~rVine,} 
K.C.M.G., L .D., LIeuten­
ant-Governor (Acting) 

9th March, 1889 
Wth November, 1889 
28th November, 1889 

26th January, 1893 .. 
27th March, 1895 .. 
25th October, 1895 

29th December, 1896 
27th September, 1897 
23rd March, 1898 .. 
15th January, 1900 .. 

10th December, 1901 

24th November, 1903 

25th April, 1904 

20th March, 1907 
6th July, Hl08 

27th July, 1908 

19th May, 1911 

24th May, 1911 

28th August, 1913 

23rd February, ]914 

30th July, 1919 

. 24th February, 1921 

1st April, 1923 
8th April, 1926 

Date of HeUrement 
from Otlice. 

17th October, 1889 
27th November, 1889 
12th July, 1895 

11th May, 1893 
24th October, 1895 
31st March, 1900 

16th February, 1897 
10th October, 1897 
21st October, 1898 
10th December, 1901 

24th November, 1903 

25th April, 1904 

6th July, 1908 

18th November, 190'7 
'27th July, 1908 

19th May, 1911 

24th May, 1911 

31st January, 1914-

23rd February, 1914 

30th January, 1920 

24th February, 1921 

7th April, 1926 

24th October, 1923 
27th June, 1926 
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GOVERNORS OF VICTORIA·-continued. 

Name. ,i Date of Assumption 
of Office. 

Date of Retirement 
from Office. 

---------------1---------- ------

Lieutenant-Colonel The Right 
Hon. Arthur Herbert Tenny­
son, Baron Somers, K.C.M.G., 
D.S.O_, M.C.* 

Sir William Hill Irvine, I 
KC.lVLG., LL.D., Lieuten- ~\ 
ant-Governor (Acting) J 

Sir William Hill Irvine,. 
K_C.M.G., LL.D., Lieutenant. I 
Governort I 

Ceptain The Right Hon_ I 
William Charles Arcedcckne, i 
Baron Huntingfiek!, K..C.M.Gtl 

28th June, 1926 

26th April, 1929 
3rd October, 1930 

24th June, 1931 

14th Mey, 1934 

23rd June, 1931 

27th October, 1929 
21st January, 1931 

14th May, 1934 

15 

Sir Frederick Wollaston Mann'l I 
KC.M.G., Lieutenant- ~ I 
Governor (Acting) J i 

I 

20th May, 1937 
2!Jth lVIarch, 1938 

28th September, 1937 
! 24th September, 1938 

NOTp..-Caytain \ViHiam Lon5dale, formerly of the 4th Regiment, was appointed Police 
Magistrate of the DiRtrict of Port Phillip on 9th September. 1836, and assumed ornee on the 29th 
of the same month. In that capacity he was in charge of the District until tae appointment of 
Mr. C . .1. La Trobe as Superintendent. Suhsequentl.y. Capt,ain Lonsdale acted as Superintendent 
dllrin~ the temporary absence of Th-Ir. La Trobe, who was called on to administer the Government 
of Tasmania from the 13th October, 1816, to the 21th January, lSi? 

• On leave from 26th April, 1029, to 27th Octoher, 1929,' and administered the Government 
of the Commflnwealth of Australia from 3rd Octobf'f, 1030, to 21st .January. 1931. 

t Resigned on 1st January, 1936. The commission was given to Sir Frederick Wollaston 
Manu, Kt., on 12th May, 1936. 

t On leave from 20th May, 1937, to 28th September, 1937, and administered the Govern­
ment of the Commonwealth of Australia from 29th March, 1938, to 2Jth September, ] 938. 

MINISTERS PRIOR TO RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 

The names of Ministers who held office from the date of Victoria's 
separation from New South Wales in 1851 to the establishment of 
responsible Government in 1855, together with the office held .and 
the date of their assumption thereof, is shown on page 29 of the Year­
Book for 1928-29. 

MINISTRIES SINCE RB~SPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 

During the period 28th November, 1855, to 22nd November, 1928, 
the number of Ministries was 45. A statement showing the name of 
the Premier, the date ot assumption of, the date of retirement from, 
and the duration of office of each of these Ministries appears in the 
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Year-Book for 1928-29, pages 30 and 31. Similar information III 

J:egard to the forty-sixth and subsequent Ministries is as follows:-

Number 0 Minlstryaud Name 
f Premier. of Office. I from Office. 

Duration 
of Office. 

I 
Date of A ,sumption I Date of Retirement 

___________ 1-_________________ : ___________ 
1 
____________ , ____ __ 

Forty-sixth- Sir William Murray 
McPherson K.B.E. 

Forty-sevent --Edmon<l John 
Hogan 

Forty-eighth Sir Stanley Seymour 
Argyle, K. ~.E., M.R.C.S. 

22nd November, 
1928 

12th December, 
1929 

I 12th December, 
1929 

19th May, 1932 

19th May, 1932 2nd April, 1935 

Days. 
385 

889 

1,048 

The for v-ninth and existing Ministry, in which the Hon. Albert 
Arthur Du stan is Premier, assumed office on 2nd April, 1935. It 
comprises t e following members :-
The Hon. Al ert Arthur Dunstan, 

M:.L.A. 

" Al ert Eli Lind, M.L.A. 

Premier, Treasurer, and Solicitor-General. 

President of the Board of Land and Works, 
Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
Survey, and Minister of Forests. 

Frlcls Ed ward 
.L.A. 

Old, Minister of Water Supply and l\'linister III 

Charge of Electrical Undertakings. 

Ed ond John Hogan, 
.L.A. 

ry Stephen Bailey, 
.L.A. 

in Joseph Mackrell, 
. L.A. 

He bert John Thornhill 
yland, IVLL.A. 

Sir ohn Ha,rris, K.B.E., 
1\ .L.C. 

Goudie, 

Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Mines, 
and a Vice-President of the Board of 
Land and Works. 

Chief Secretary and Attorncy-General. 

Minister of Labour . 

Minister of Transport and a Vice-President 
of the Board of Land and Works. 

Minister of Public Instruction and l\'linister 
of Public Health. 

Commissioner of Public Works, Minister 
in Charge of Immigration, and a Vice­
President of the Board of Land and 
Works. 

Ge3 ge Joseph Tuckett, Minister without Portfolio. 
1\ .L.C. 

M.L.C. Minister without Portfolio. 

Nor an Angus Martin, Minister without Portfolio . 
. L.A. 

NOTE.--The rsponSible Ministers of the Crown Act 1936, assented to ou 27th July, 

'"'"~, ... ""I "'" "' ro.",."''' ", ...... 'rom ci,", ., m.,. 
1936, 
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MEMBERS, OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT, 1938. 

The names of members, the constituencies which they represent, 
and the name of the clerk of Parliaments are given below :-

VICTORIA-THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

President: Hon. Sir F. G. Clarke, K.B.E. 

Name of Proyince. I Xa"'ue of -:\Iemhcr. 
i ---------------

Ballaarat 

.Bendigo 

Doutta Galla 

East Yarra 

Gippsland 

Higinbotham 

Melbourn<l 

Melbourne East 

Melbourne North .. 

Melbourne South .. 

Melbourne West .. 

Monash .. 

Nelson .. 

Northern 

-North-Western 

Southern 

South-Eastern 

Hon. A. J. Pittard 

Hon. Lieut.-Col. G. V. LanseH, C.M.G., V.D. 
Hon. J. H. Lienhop 
Hon. P. J. Clarey 

Hon. C. H. A. Eager, K.C. 
Hon. W. H. Edgar (Chairman of Committees) 
Hon. J. M. Balfour 
Hon. W. MacAulay 
Hon. J. A. Kennedy 

Hon .. P. Jones* .. 
Hon. D. L. McNamara 
Hon. W. J. Beckett 

Hon. E. L. Kiernan 
Hon. H. H. Olney 
Hon. A. Crofts .. 

Hon. P. J. Kennelly 
Hon. J. H. Disney 
Hon. Sir F. G. Clarke, K.B.E. (President) 

Hon. Sir H. A. Currie, M.C. 

Hon. R. Kilpatrick 
Hon. G. J. Tuckett (Minister without Port­

folio) 
Hon. Sir J. R. Harris, K.B.E., (Minister 

of Public Instruction and Minister of Public 
Health) 

Hon. P, P. Inchbold 
Hon. H. Pye (Minister without Portfolio) .. 
Hon. G. L. Goudie (Commissioner of Public 

Works, Minister in Charge of Immigration, 
and a Vice-President of the Board of Land 
and Works) 

Hon. W. Angliss 
Hon. G. L. Chandler 
Hon. W. Tyner .. 
Hon. C. P. Gartside 

I 

Date of 
Retirement. 

I 

1943 

1940 
1943 
1943 

1940 
1943 
1940 
1943 
1943 

1940 
1943 
1940 

1940 
1943 
1940 

1940 
1943 
1943 

1940 

1940 
1943 

1940 

1943 
1940 
1943 

1940 
1943 
1940 
1943 

• Elected at by-election, held 10th September, 1938, caused by the rcsignation of the Hon. 
Sir A. G. Wales. 
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THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL-continued. 
_. __ ._-------------------- -----

Xamc of Province. i Name of ~Iemher. 

South-Western Hon .. J. P .. Jones 
Hon. G. S. McArthur 

Wellington Hon. G. Bolster .. 

Western Hon. :i\L Saltau .. 
Hon. L. R Rodda 

-------

Date of 
Retirement. 

1940 
1943 
1940 

1940 
1943 

Clerk of the Parliaments and Clerk of the Legislative Council: P. T. Pook. 

Legislative 
CounCil, re .. 
division 01 
Electoral 
Provinces. 

Under the provisions of The Constitution Act Amendment 
Act 1936, which was assented to on 29th October, 1936, 
the State Chief Electoral Officer. The Commonwealth Elec­
toral Officer for the State of Victoria, and the Victorian 

Surveyor-General were appointed Commissioners for the purpose of 
reporting to Parliament on the redivision of the State of Victoria 
into electoral provinces for the Legislative Council. 

In making any proposed redivision the Commissioners were 
required to provide for seven metropolitan and ten country provinces 
on the basis approximately of the following quotas ;-

(a) thirty-eight thousand electors for each metropolitan 
province; and 

(b) twenty-one thousand electors for each country province. 

The Commissioners were given discretionary power to adopt a 
margin of allowance wherever necessary, but not to a greater extent 
than 15 per cent more or less of the quota. In the exercise of this 
power the Commissioners were required to regard, as guiding factors, 
the density and the sparsity respectively of population in any proposed 
electoral province. 

The proposed redivision contained in the first report of the 
Commissioners was rejected by the Legislative Council. A new 
redivision was therefore, by direction, prepared by the Commissioners. 
This, subject to the alteration in the names of four of the electoral 
provinces, was approved by Parliament on 17th December, 1936. 
The names and boundaries of the new electoral provinces were, on 
1st ).\I[ay, 1937, substituted for those previously existing, "but it was 
provided that the redivision should not affect the seventeen members 
of the Legislative Council due to retire in the year 1940. Such 
members are entitled to sit and vote as though this Act had not been 
passed and they continue to be representatives of the respective 
seventeen old provinces until the date on which they retire by 
effiuxion of time in the year 1940. On and after such date or UpOI' 

a general dissolution the old provinces will cease to exist. 
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~EMBERS OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT, 1938--continued. 

VICTORIA-THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker: Hon. T. Tunnecliffe. 

-"arne of Electoral District. 

Albert Park 
Allandale 
Ballaarat .. 
Barwon 
Benalla 
Benambra 
Bendigo .. 
Boroondara 
Brighton .. 
Brunswick 
Bulla-Dalhousie 
Carlton 
Castlemaine and Kyneton 
Caulfield .. 

Clifton Hill 
Coburg' 
Collingwood 
Dandenong 
Dundas 
Essendon 
Evelyn 
Flemington 
Footscray 
Geelong .. 
Gippsland East 

Gippsland North 
Gippsland South 

Gippsland West 
Goulburn Valley 
Grant 
Gunbower 
Hampden 
Hawthorn 
Heidelberg 
Kara Kara-Bornng 
Kew 

Xame of U?Illber. 

W. C. Haworth. 
P. L. Denigan. 
T. T. Hollway. 
Hon. T. K. Maltby. 
F. A. Cook. 
J. H. Paton. 
A. E. Cook. 
T. D. Oldham. 
Hon. I. Macfarlan, K.C. 
J. R. Jewell. 
H. O. White. 
W. Barry. 
Hon. C. Shields, J\I.B. 
Colonel Hon. H. E. Cohen, C.M.G., C.B.E., 

D.S.O., V.D. 
H. M. Cremean. 
F. P. Keane. 
Hon. T. Tunnecliffe (Speaker). 
F. Field. 
Hon. W. Slater. 
J. C. Dillon. 
W. H. Everard. 
J. J. Holland. 
J. M. Mullens. 
Mrs. F. E. Brownbill. 
Hon. A. E. Lind (President of the Board of Land 

and Works, Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
Survey, and Minister of Forests). 

* A. H. Borthwick 
Hon. H. J. T. Hyland (Minister of Transport and 

a Vice-President of the Board of Land and 
Works). 

M. Bennett. 
J. G. B. McDonald. 
F. C. T. Holden. 
Hon. N. A. Martin (Minister without Portfolio). 
W. R. Cumming. 
Hon. J. A. Gray, M.C. 
H. P. Zwar. 
F. A. Cameron. 
Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, M.V.O., M.C. 

* Elected at by-election held 5th Noyembcr, 1938, caused by death of Mr. J. W. McLachlan. 
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MEMBERS OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT, 1938-continued. 

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY---{'Ontinued. 

Name of Blectoral Histrict. 

K0rollg-Eaglehawk 

Lowan 

Maryborough-Daylesford 

Melbourne 

Mildura 

Mornington 

Northcote 

Nun~wading 

Oakleigh 

Ouyen 

Polwarth .. 

Port Fairy-Glenelg 

Port Melbourne 

Prahran .. 

Richmond 

Rodney 

St. Kilda .. 

Stawell and Ararat 

Swan Hill 

Toorak 

Upper Goulburn 

Upper Yarra 

Walhalla .. 

Wangaratta-Ovens 

Waranga .. 

Warrenheip-Grenville 

Warrnambool 

Williamstown 

Wonthaggi 

X ame of ~:lemuer. 

Hon. A. A. Dunstan (Premier, Treasurer, and 
Solicitor-General). 

G. H. Lamb. 

G. C. Frost. 

T. Hayes. 

A. G. Allnutt. 

A. J. Kirton. 

Hon. J. Cain. 

Mrs. 1. L. Weber .. 

S. H. Reid. 

K. Dodgshun. 

A. M. McDonald. 

E. E. Bond. 

J. L. Murphy . 

• T. McD. Ellis. 

E. J. Cotter. 

'V. Dunstone. 

A. Michaelis. 

A. McDonald. 

Hon. F. E. Old (Minister of Water Supply and 
Minister in Charge of Electrical Undertakings). 

Hon. Sir S. S. Argyle, K.B.E., M.R.C.S. 

Hon. E. J. Mackrell (Minister of Labour). 

Lieut.-Colonel Hon. G. H. Knox, C.l\LG., V.D. 

W. A. Moncur. 

L. V. Diffcy. 

E. A. Coyle (Chairman of Committees). 

Hon. E. J. Hogan (Minister of Agriculture, 
Minister of Mines, and a Vice·President of the 
Board of Land and Works). 

Hon. H. S. Bailey (Chief Secretary and Attorney­
General). 

Hon. J. Lemmon. 

W. G. McKenzie. 

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly: F. E. Wanke. 
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During the period 1856 to 1927 there were 28 Parlia­
=::::::;:e~ts ments. A statement showing the duration in days of each 
and their Parliament, the number of days in session, and the 
duration. percentage of the latter to the former appears in the Year-
Book for 1928-29, page 21. Similar information in regard to the 
twenty-ninth and subsequent Parliaments is shown in the following 
table :-

VICTORIA-DURATIO~ OF P ARLIAlVIENTS AND SESSIONS, 
1927 TO 1937. 

Number of Parliame-nt. Period. 
Duration of 
Parliament. 

Days in Session. 

II Number. I Percentage to 
i Duration. 

---------- --------------------

Twenty-ninth 
Thirtieth 
Thirty-first 
Thirty -second 

1927-29 
1929-32 
1932-:-3.') ! 

193.5-37 

Days. 
850 
864 
963 
902 

542 
596 
471 
506 

THE AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA. 

63·8 
69·0 
48·9 
56·1 

With the object of inducing a greater number of persons In the 
United King9-om and in Ireland to emigrate to Victoria the Immi­
gration Act 1863, No. 175, was passed by Parliament. 

This Act provided, among other things, for the appointment of an 
Agent-General for Victoria in the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

The first Agent-General was the Honorable George Frederic 
Vernon, C.B. He was not appointed, however, until 5th May, 1868, 
the appointment taking effect from 1st December of that year. 

The Immigration Statute 1864, No. 195, consolidated the Acts 
relating to immigration into Victoria. The following Acts were 
thereby wholly repealed-Act 16 Vic. No. 4 and Act 27 Vic. No. 
175 (which provided for the appointment of an Agent-General). 

In 1872 special legislation dealing with the office of Agent­
General was passed. Hitherto a person who had been a member of 

• 
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Parliament must have ceased to be a member for a period of six 
months before he could be eligible for appointment to the office of 
Agent-General. This restriction was removed by the Agent-General's 
Act 1872, No. 441, which also limited the period of appointment to 
not more than three years and increased the salary of the Agent­
General from £1,500 to £2,000 per annum, which amount was 
specifically appropriated for the purpose. As from 1st July, 1884, 
the salary was further increased to £2,500 per annum by the passage 
of the Agent-General's Act 1884, No. 807 

In 1890 a further consolidation of the laws relating to the office 
of Agent-General took place. The following Acts were repealed ;_ 

27 Vic. No. 195 (So much as was not already repealed) ; 

36 Vic. No. 441 (So much as was not already repealed); and 
48 Vic. No. 807 (Wholly repealed). , 

On his appointment as Agent-General in 1904 the Honorable 
J. W. Taverner was informed that it was the wish of the Government 
that he should devote his attention towards re-organizing the office 
and placing it to a greater extent upon a commercial basis, so that 
the development of markets for Victorian produce; the dissemination 
of useful knowledge regarding the State and the correction of 
misapprehension as to its people and its resources might be the chief 
objects aimed at. Mr. Taverner's subsequent work in carrying out 
the wishes of the' Government marks, therefore, an important change 
in the character of the duties of the Agent-General. 

The Agel1;t-General's Act 1915, No. 2612, consolidated the law 
relating to the office and repealed the Agent-General's Act 1890, No. 
1061. A further consolidation took place in 1928 (the Agent-General's 
Act 1928, No. 3633) when the Act of 1915 was repealed. In addition 
the title of the office was altered from "the Agent-General for 
Victoria in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland" to 
"the Agent-General for Victoria in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland." 

With the passage of the Agent-General's (Amendment) Act 1936, 
No. 4374, the maximum period of appointment of the Agent-General 
was increased from three to five years and the power of the Governor 
in Council to suspend or remove an Agent-General from office was 
restricted, thus granting greater security of tenure. 

Agent-General B . T~e presehnt I~IA.gent-AGenLeralBfor Vicvt~ria. in Great 
forVicloria.in ntam IS t eon. . . ussau, lCtona House, 

• Greal Britain. Melbourne Place, Strand, London, W.C.2 . 

• 
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VICTORIA~STATE ACTS FASSED FROM 19th OCTOBER, 1937, 
TO 31st DECEMBER, 1937. 

The following is a synopsis of each Act passed by the State 
Parliament from 19th October 1937, to 31st December, 1937:-

Act No. 

4473 

4474 

4475 

4476 

4477 

Date (1037). 

2Gth Octobpr This Act applies out of tho Consolidated Revenue 
the sum of £2,554,33'~ to the service of the year 
1937-38. 

15th ~ovembcr Part nL of the l!'in(mciai JiJmergenGY Act 1931 
provided, intpr alia, for the reduction of all interest 
rates on Mortgages and other Securities by 22:\" 
per cent. with the qualification that the interest 
payab]p under any mortgage should not be reduced 
to a rate les" than G per cent. per annum (in 193G 
reduee,! to 4~ per cent.). In the Principal Act, 
the foregoing provisions operated for a period 
of three years only, but, by subsequent amend­
ment, this period was annually extended and, 
by the Financial Emergency (M ortga,ge8) 
Continuation Act 1937, was further extend"d to 
30th September, 1938. 

1Gth November The Seu-erage Districts (Temporary Red'udion of 
Interest) Act 1931 provided for a reduction of 
interest payable by "owners" to Sewerage 
Authoritips for the cost of house connexions as 
in the foregoing. The 1937 Act similarly 
extended the operation of the 1931 Act from the 
original three years specified in the latter Act 
to seven years from the commencement of such 
Act. 

15th November The Local Government (Temporary Reduction of 
interest) Act 1937, similarly to t,he two foregoing 
Acts, provided for the extension of the period of 
rednced interest payatle by property owners to 
Municipal Councils for private street construction 
to seven years from the commencement of the 
1931 Act. 

15th November Pursuant to the authority given by an Act of the 
Parliament of New South Wales (the Rive'r 
Murray (Diversion) Act 1933) the Country Roads 
(.M urray Diversion) Act 1935 authorized the 
construction by the Country Roads Board of 
certain works for the· diversion of the course of 
the River Murray near Howlong in New South 
Wales and for the indemnification of the State of 
New South 'Vales against any claim for com­
pensation for land resumed for that purpose. 
The Uountry Roads Uvlurray Dive1'sion) Act 1937 
makes technical amendments to the pFovision 
for indemnification. 
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Date (1937). 

15th November 

15th November 

15th November 

Cal~ljield Land Act 1937.-The main purpose of this 
Act is to provide additional land for extension of 
the Caulfield Technice 1 School by the utilization 
of the site of the adjoining Drill Hall. Oppor· 
tunity is taken, however, to make certain technical 
adjustments in the area of the Caulfield Recrea· 
tion Reserve and of the alignments of certain 
streets adjoining. Both the School and Drill 
Hall sites, as well as an area temporarily reserved 
for railway purposes, originally formed part of 
the Caulfield Recreation Reserve. The Reserve 
as fenced, however, encroached upon both 
Dandenong-road and Railway-avenue and, in 
addition, enclosed an adjoining small area of 
Crown lands. The Act makes provision for the 
realignment of Dandenong-road and Railway­
avenue to conform to the actual fenced boundary 
of the Reserve; for the revocation of the 
proclamation as roads of those portions of the 
afore-mentioned roads fenced in with the Reserve 
and their formal inclusion therein; for the 
granting to the Commonwealth Government, on 
the transfer and surrender by the Commonwealth 
of the Drill Hall site, of a site out of the Recreation 
Reserve for a new Drill Hall, for the inclusion iu 
the Recreation Reserve of the small area of 
Crown Lands aforementioned and for the 
reservations for Railway purposes and as a site 
for a Technical School of portions of the 
Recreation Reserve. Provision is also made for 
dealing with a strip of Dandenong-road encroached 
upon by private landholders. 

The Superannuation (Retirement) Act 1937 extends 
for one year from 1st July, 1937, the operation of 
the Superannuation (Retirement) Act 1932 (as 
amended) which enables male and female officers 
of the Public Service to retire at 60 and 55 years 
of age respectively under certain conditions. 

State Electricity Commission (Electrical Approvals 
Board) Act 1937.-This Act is designed to over 
come a difficulty in regard to the personnel of the 
Electrical Approvals Board. 

4481 15th November The Local Government (Celebrations) Act 1937 
authorizes and validates expenditure by munici­
palities out of municipal funds in connexion with 
the celebration of the coronation of His Majesty 
King George VI. and also empowers any municipal 
council to expend municipal funds in the cele­
bration of an event of historical interest to, or 
in the preparation and publication of historical 
records of, the municipality. 
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Date (1~;l7). 

V;th November The Federal Aid Roads and Works Act 1937 approves 
on the part of Victoria an agreement entered into 
between the Commonwealth and Victoria, which 
agreement was previously executed, on the part 
of the Commonwealth, by a similarly entituled 
Commonwealth Act. The agreement provides 
that, for a period of ten years commencing 1st 
July, 1937, the Commonwealth will make available 
to the State an agreed upon proportion of the 
Customs duty levied on imported petroleum and 
of the excise duty on locally refined petroleum 
for the purpose of construction, re-construction, 
maintenance or repair of roads or other works 
connected with transport. 

15th November Administration and Probate (Testator's Fa1nily 
Maintenance) Act 1937. This Act amends Part 
V_ of the Administration and Probate Act 1928 by 
providing that, if any person dies leaving a will 
and without making therein adequate provision 
for the proper maintenance and support of the 
testator's widow, widower or children, the Court. 
may, in its discretion, on application by or on 
behalf of the said widow, widower or children, 
order that such provision as the Court thinks fit 
ehall be made out of the estate of the testator for 
such widow, widower or children. No such 
applicFtion may be heard by the Court unless. 
the applicat,ion is made within six months after 
the date of the grant of probate of the will or of 
letters of administration with the will annexed 
(as the case may be). The time for making all 
application may be extended by the Court or 
Judge. 

15th )l"ovembcr The Newmarket Sheep Sales (Amendment) Act 1937 
revives the Newmarket Sheep Sales (Continuation} 
Act 1936 which provided for twice-weekly sheep 
sales at Newmarket .. In addition, provision is 
made for sheep to be sold on any Friday appointed 
by the Minister for the purpose of meeting special 
circumstances but not more than four Fridays 
shall be so appointed in any year. 

2211<1 ~ov('mber The Statute Law Revision Act 1937 makes amend­
ments to various Acts in which typographical 
and other errors and minor mistakes and omis~ions 
have been discovered. 

22n<1 Xovembpr Administration and Probate (Cateats) Act 1937. 
This Act allows the issue, by the Registrar of 
Probates, of probate or administration where a 
caveat against the grant of probate has been 
lodged but has subsequently expired or been 
withdrawn. Tt. was formerly held that, not 
withstanding such expiration or withdrawal. 
where a caveat had been once lodged, probate 
or administration could not issue as of conrse 



26 

4487 

4488 

4489 

4490 

4491 

4492 

4493 

4494 

44915 

Victorian Year-Book, 1937-38. 

Date (1937). 

22nd November The Superannuation (Investment of Fund) Act 1937 
widens the field of investment of the Super 
annuation Board by empowering the Board to 
invest in any security, with the exception of 
mortgages, authorized by the Trustee Act, as 
well as tho securities of the Metropolitau and of 
the Country .Fire Brigades Boards, the Graiu 
Elevators Board, the State Electricity Commission 
and sewerage authorities. 

29th November The Stocle Medicines Act 1937 provides for the 
registrations of stock medicines. Every whole­
sale dealer who is primarily responsible for 
placing any stock medicine on the market in 
Victoria is required to apply for the registration 
of his product to the Director of Agriculture 
who, in turn, is required to submit the application 
to the Stock Medicines Board constituted under 
the Act for its report and recommendation 
thereon. 

29th November The Income Tax (Rtltes) Act 1937 declares the rates 
of Income Tax for the year ending 30th ,June 
1938. 

29th November 'rhe Land Tax Act 1937 declares the rate of Land 
Tax for the year ended 31st December, 1938. 

29th November The Administration and Probate Dnties Act 1937 
provides for the continuance until 31st December, 
1938, of the additional duties payable under Part 
III. of the Finance Act 1930. 

29th November The Financial Emergency (Company Mortgages) Act 
1937 provides that payment by any company of 
interest on any mortgage which, but for the 
operation of the Financial Emergency Acts, 
would have been payable, be deemed within 
the powers of the company and absolves the 
directors thereof from any personal liability in 
respect of such payment. 

29th November The Unemployment Relief 'Pax (Rates) Act 1937 
declares the rates of Unemployment Relief Tax 
for the year ended 30th ,June, 1938. 

29th November Audit Act 1937. This Act ensures that the accounts 
of the Treasury will be closed on the 30th June 
of each year. ,Previously, payments for services 
rendered in the financial year closed 30th June 
could be made up to 31 st .July. 

29th November The Victorian Loan Act 1987 authorizes the raising 
of additional loan moneys to the extent of 
£450,000 for the purpose of irrigation and water 
supply works. for drainage and flood protection 
works in country districts and fot' works under 
the River Murray \Yaters Acts. 
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Date (1937). 

29th November Financial Emergency (Grants and Funds) Act 1937. 
This Act ext.ends for one year from 30th June, 
1937, the provision of the Financial Emergency 
Acts whereby certain annual grants, &c., were 
reduced and payment of the municipal endowment 
suspended. . The original reductions included 
University grants which are not covered by 
the extension and are thereby restored to the 
amounts specified in the University Acts. Pro-

. vision is also made for the reduction from t.en 
to four per cent. of the sinking fund for lo",ns 
raised to cover revenue deficits. 

2%h November ~Jllaintenance (Widowed 11[nlhers) Act 1937., This Act 
amends Part III. of the Maintenance Act 1928 
and provides for the payment to a widowed 
mother (including step-mother) who is without 
suffieient means' of support of a weekly S11m, 
being not less than six nor more than ten 
shillings, towards her own maintenance, 

29th November The Country Roads (Borrowing) Act 1937 m"kes 
provision for additional borrowing power for 
main roads under the Country Roads Acts. 

29th November The Pu.blic Account Advances Act 1937 authorizes 
tho temporary application out of the Public 
Account of an amount not exceeding £300,00() 
for cel'tain railway maintenance and renewal 
works, such amount to be repaid at the rate of 
£50,000 per annum from Consolidated Revenue. 

29th Novemher The Country Roads Board Fund Act 1937 provides 
for the continuaucc, for another year, of the 
payment into the Consolidated Revenue' of 
rect'ipts fr9m motor drivers' licence-fees and 
of. the suspension of the grant of £50,000 out 
of the Consolidated Reyenue to the Country 
Roads Board Fund. 

:!\lth KO\'t'mbel' The Goods Act 1937 amends the Principal Act by 
Huhstituting a new p"rt for Part V. thereof. 
The Act is designed to prevent the sale to the 
public of goods which are not true to label or 
which arc not of the quality "nd purity which 
the consumer is entitled to expect from t,he 
repre,,'ntations which are made to him. 

~9th Ko,-emlwl' Air Snvigrdion Act 1937. This Act eonfirms a 
resolution adopted at a Conference of represcu­
tutiYes of the Governments of the Common­
wealth and of the States that there should he 
uniform rules throughout the Commcnwe"lth 
applying to air navil'ation and aircraft. 'I his 
('bjcetive is attainecl in the Act by providirlg 
th"t the C:ommonwea!th air navigation regulations 
from time to time in force an' to apply to air 
navigation within Victoria as if such regulatIons 
WE're incorporp kd in Viet-oTIan legislation. 
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6th December The Water Supply Loans Applic,!lion Act 1937 
sanctions the issue and application of certain 
sums d mouey available under Loan Acts or 
in the State Loans Repayment :Fund for 
irrigation, water supply and flood protection 
works in country districts and for works under 
the River :Murray Waters Acts. 

6th December l1fedical Act 1937. This Act is designed to prevent 
a medical practitioner rendering to a patient 
an inclusive account for the services of himspjf 
and other practitioners. 

6th December The State Electricity Commission (ExtensirJrl of 
Undertaking) Act 1937 approves a scheme for 
the extension of the State electricity generating 
system by the establishment of hydro· electric 
works at Kiewa and by the provision of additi'onal 
generating plant at Newport. 

6th December The Mines Act 1937 makes a number of amend-

6th December 

6th December 

ments to the }I,fines Act 1928 designed, 'inter 
alia, to protect the public where cyanide plants 
are being operated; to enable prospectors to 
mine to a depth not exceeding 100 feet on land 
subject to application for mining lease and to 
provide that no application for forfeiture of lease 
shall be made until a per'od of 14 days has elapsed 
from the time of the alleged breach of the labor 
covenant. 

The Unemploymeni Relief Loan and Application Act 
1937 increases from £8,200,000 to £9,450,000 the 
amount which may be raised by way of 109,n 
for the relief of unemployment. 

The Port Melbourne (Aircraft Agreement) Land Act 
1937 is an Act which ratifies an agreement, 
dated lOth May, 1937, with the Oommonwealth 

• Aircraft Oorporation Proprietary Limited whereby 
such company, in consideration of being allowed 
to acquire certam Crown lands as a site for an 
aircraft factory and of the State providing an 
aircraft testing field and landing ground, under­
takes to pay certain moneys for such site and 
within two years from date of agre~ment to 
construct, erect and establish thereon an aircraft 
factory of a total value with plant and equipment 
and other works of £250,000. 
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13th D"cemb:~r The Stamps Act 1937 is an Act relating to Stamp 
duLies on. transfers of mal"ketable securities and 
of rights in respect of shares and on directions 
as to the issne or allotment of certain shares 
and on conveyances or transfers on sale of real 
property and land transfers. The Stamp Duty 
imposed is six pence for every £10 or fractional 
part of £LO of the amount or value of the con­
sideration for the transfer. Exemptions include 
shares in any company engaged solely or 
principally in the search oj' mining for gold or 
solely in the search or mining for petroleum; 
stoek, deben1ures, Treasury bonds or Treasury 
tills of the Governments of the United Kingdom, 
the Commonwealth or the States; Victorian 
f'a,-ings Bank Deposit Stock debentures or Credit 
:Foncier Debenture Stock. Provision is also made 
for a reduction of 20 per cent. in the rate of stamp 
duty chargeable, pursuant to the provisions of 
the Stamps A~t 1928, on sales of real property. 

13th December The Stock and Share Brokers Act 1937 makes pro" 
yision with respect to the keering of certain 
books and accounts by members of Stock 
Exchang('s and the examination and audit 
thereof. Hs primary pnrpose is to ensure, as 
fl,r '" possible, that money and securities which 
a.-e entrusted to share brokers by the publi" will 
boproperly and honestly dealt with. 

1:3th December The P.ublic Senice (Transfer of O.tJice'fs) Act 1937 
provides for the transfer to the Public Service 
of officers of the Forests Commission and of the 
St.ate Rivers and 'Water Supply Commission. 

l:lth December Th·, 8tc;/e Electricity Omnmission (Financial) Act 
1937 is an Act empow('ring the State Electricity 
Commission to cnter into arrangements to enable 
holders of securities under the State Electricity 
Commission (1lorrowit1rJ) Act 1932 to convert 
their holdings; to authorize the Commission to 
raise moneys for its purposes by the issne of 
debentures and inscribed stock, 'to authorize the 
raising of moneys by the State for such purposes 
and to sanction the issue and application thereof. 
Its main purpose is to provide the means of 
financing the works referred to in the descriptive 
notes against Act 4505 aforementioned 
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13th December The Water Act 1937 is designed to give effect 
to some of the more important of the recom­
mendations of a Royal Commission which was 
appointed to inquire into the operations .of the 
State Rivers and Water Snpply Commission. 
Amongst other things it provides for the 
adjustment of accounts of land holders in respect 
of rates and charges owing at 30th June, 1936; 
for writing off amounts of rates and charges 
deemed irrecoverable; for the adjustment of the 
capital allotted to the various districts to an 
amount upon which full payments can be met 
by means of rates ",nd charges and for the balance 
of eapital expenditure not ch"'rged to districts 
to be transferred to the Statc account. 

:Wth December The Public Account Advances (Amendment) Act 
1937 is mainly a machinery meaSUre designed 
to improve the book-keeping system of the 
Statc Rivers and Water Supply Commission by 
increasing the amount which may be charged to 
the Public Account Advances Account for the 
the purchase of fuel, stores, m!tterials and plant 
from £f:i0,000 to £100,000. 

20th December The St. Vincent's Hospital Land Act 1937 l1uthorizes 
the Governor in Council to grant in fee simple, to 
the Mother Rectress !tnd two other named 
members of the religious Order of the Sisters 
of Charity, certain land acquired by thc State, 
on behalf of and at the cost of such Order, "s 
an extemion of the site of St. Vincent's 
Hospital. 

20th December The Stamps (Increased Duty Continuance) Att lO:n 
eontinues for a further' period of one year the 
the operations of ccrt"in provisions of the Stamps 
Acts relating to the imrosition of increased stamp 
duties on certain instruments. 

;2l1t h Decpm I)or Su,perannuation Act 1937. The main ohject of 
this Act is to preserve the stability of the 
Superannuation Fund established under the 
Superannuation Acts by (n) increasing the rates 
of contributions; (b) altering slightly the 
apportionment as between Consolidated 
Revenue and the Fund of the cost of existing 
pensions and (0) providing a check on con­
tributors taking additional units of superan­
nuation except under the conditions preseribed 
by the Act. 

20th December The Triholm and Strezlecki Railway (Dismaniling) 
;fet 1937 provides for the dismantling of the 
Triholm-Strezlecki section of the Koo-wee-rup-­
:VlcDonald's Traek railwav and for the sale or 
disposal of the land and "materials comprised in 
such section of railway. 
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Date (19S7). 

20th December Fire Brigades Act 1937. The object of this Act is 
five-fold-(l) to enable the Metropolitan Fire 
Brigades Board to borrow £100.000 to erect 
stations and purchase fire engines; (2) to enable 
both the l\Ietropolitan and the Country Fire 
Brigades Boards to establish funds for the 
purchase, construction, renewal or repla~ement 
of land, buildings, ma~hinery or plant; (3) to 
extend the tenure of members of each Board 
from two to three years; (4) to remedy the 
position in respect of the superannuation fund 
of the Metropoiltan Fire Brigades Board and 
to extend the power to make regulations 
regarding the superannuation fund of either 
Board; and (5) to empower the State Savings 
Bank to invest in debentures issued bv either 
Board. " 

20th December The Railways Act 1937 authorizes the Board of 
Land and \Vorks or the Railwavs Commis­
sioners, at any time before the 30th .June, 1939, 
without giving the public notice as required by 
the Railways Acts, to appoint to permanent 
office in the railways senice temporarily employed 
(a) returned soldiers engaged on work regarded 
as permanent and (b) non-returned soldiers whose 
performance of duties makes their appointment 
to permanent office desirable for the proper 
conduct of the business of the Railway Depart­
ment. No such permanent appointment shall 
be made unless or until the head of the branch 
in which such person was Or is employed 
certifies that such person is thoroughly efficient 
and recommends him for permanent employment. 

20th December The Closer Settlement Act 1937 (a) extends the life 
of the Closer Settlement Commission; (b) pre­
scribes the proportion of outstanding liability 
which shall be paid by any lessee in respect. of 
the financial year 1937-38; and (0) provides 
that all moneys which became due and owing 
to the Commissiou by any lessee during the period 
from 1st July, 1932, to 30th .June, 1937, and 
which have not been paid shall remain due and 
owing and be payable with interest at 41 per 
cent. per annum from 1st March, 1938, until 
the date on which they are repaid. 

20th December The Darling to Glen Warerley RailwdY Construction 
Act 1937 makes provision with respect to the 
reduction of the liability of the Darling to Glen 
'Waverley Railway Construction Trust; to ter­
minate the levying by the Trust of betterment 
and railway construction rates; to provide for 
the payment of certain sums to the Trust by 
certain Municipal Councils and for the appoint­
ment of Receivers to wind up the affairs of the 
Trust. 
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20th December The Dairy Produce Act 1937 provides that a licence­
under the Milk and Dairy Supervision Acts may. 
on the report of the Dairy Produce Board, be 
issued to a factory subject to a condition that 
cheese only shall be manufactured thereat. 

20th December The Workers' Compensation Act 1937 makes 
provision for the appointment of a Workers' 
Compensation Board of three members, of whom 
one shall be a Judge of County Courts, and a 
person nominated jointly by the insurers and 
the Victorian Employers :Federation and one a 
person nominated by the Melbourne Trades 
Hall Council. The Board is empowered and 
required, amongst other things, to act as a 
tribunal with exclusive jurisdiction to inquire 
into and determine all matters and questions 
arising out of claims under the vVorkers' Com­
pensation Acts. 

24th December The State Forests Loan Application Act 1937 
sanctions the issue and application of certain 
sums of money not exceeding £50,000 available· 
under Loan Acts or in the State Loans Repay­
ment :Fund for State :Forests for the several 
purposes mentioned in the schedule to the Act. 

24th December The Railway Loan Application Act 1937 sanctions 
the issue and application of certain sums of money 
not exceeding £575,000 available for railways 
under Loan Acts or in the State Loans Repay. 
ment :Fund for Works and purposes specified 
in the schedule to the Act. 

24th December The Public Works Loan Application Act 1937 
sanctions the issne and application of certain 
sums of money not exceeding £13,810 available 
nnder I.oan Acts or in the State Loans Repay. 
ment :Fund for the erection and equipment of' 
a School of Dairy Technology at the. State 
Research :Farm, vVcrribcc. 

24th Decem ber The Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act 
1937 continues for a period of eight months 
from the 24th December, 1937, the operation of 
certain provisions of Part 1. of the J 9:n Act 
of the same title. 

24th December The Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Amend· 
ment Act 1937 provides that payment by any 
eompany of any rent at a rate higher than that 
to which the same was reduced by the I_andlord 
and Tenant (Rent Reduction) 'Acts shall be 
deemed within the powers of the company and 
absolves the directors thereof from any personal 
liahility in respect of such payment. 
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24th December The Health (Housing) Act 1937 is designed to 
strengthen the provisions of the Principal Act 
relating to the condemnation of houses deemed 
unfit for human habitation. It provides for the 
making of regulations by the Governor in Council 
generally to prescribe standards of sanitation and 
hygiene for dwelling houses and, where it is 
certified that any dwelling does not comply 
with such standards, empowers either the Com­
mission of Public Health or the .Council of the 
Municipality in which the dwelling is situated 
to declare "uch dwelling or specified part thereof 
unfit for human habitation. 

24th December The Housing Act 1937 makes provision with respect 
to the constitution of a Housing Commission of 
four members and the powers and duties thereof 
and to the raising of funds by the State and 
the application of such funds. The Act provides 
that, for the purposes of the Act, the Governor 
in Council may increase the amount of Victorian 
Government Stock by an amount not exceeding 
£500,000 or may issue debentures for the whole 
or any portion of such sum. 

24th December This Act applies a sum not exceeding £7,R38,785 
out of the Consolidated Revenue to the service 
of the year ending 30th June, 1938, and provides 
for the appropriation of all sums amounting to 
£16,079,601 granted out of the Consolidated 
Revenue by such Act and the other Acts 
mentioned in the first schedule to such Act. 

Date (1938). 

30th March* The Oonstitution (Reform) Act 1937 makes pro­
vision with respect to the relations between the 
two Houses of Parliament (see page 12 Con­
stitution and Government). 

• Reserved 24th December, 1937. Proclamation of the Royal Assent published in the 
Victorian Government Gazette, 30th March, 1938. 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. 

.. The triennial elections for the Legislative Council, 
Elections for h ·ld . 
the Legislativee on 12th June, 1937, were the first electIOns under 
Council,1937. th di' . f h I I' d e re VlSIon 0 tee ectora prOVInces approve by 
Parliament on 17th December, 1936. A statement relating to the 
redivision appears on page 18 of this volume. Eleven of the seventeen 

13060.-2 
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provinces were contested: The following table shows the number of 
electors on the rolls for each province and also the number and 
proportion who voted in each province where an election was held. 

VICTORIA-NUMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES 
POLLED AT THE TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS FOR THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON 12TH JUNE, 1937. 

Province. 

1 Number I Number il I Number 
! of of, Iuformal, who 

Electors EI!'h~rs i Votes. i Voted 
on Itolls. Voted. i ' by Post. 

Proportion 
of 

Electors 
who 

Voted. 
----------------------- ------1-----

Ballaarat 
Bendigo 
Doutta Galla· 
East Yarra* 
Gippsland 
Higinbotham 
Melbourne* " 
Melbourne North 
Melbourne West 
Monash* 
Northern 
North-Eastern* 
N orth-Western* 
Southern 
South-Eastern 
South-Western 
Western 

Total number of electors 

l.ess uncontested provinces (6) 

Total contested provinces _ • 

20.65J . 
21,87+ i 

38,OiU 
33,114 

16.396 
18,111 

18,294 13,955 
31,324 25,846 
39,014 

330 
167 

103 
527 

35,569 30,317 390 
33,121 : 26,148 439 
36,825 I 

693
1 1,264 i 

382 
666 

745 
463 

201 

i 

o· 
10 

79'50 
82'80 

76'28 
82'51 

85-23 
78'95 

77'37 18,514 14:'3:251 112 
16,796 I 18,702 .. 

22,631 1156',677660 I' . 258 2,379 73 '62 
22,285 317, 1,408 70'79 
22,606 16,595 239 I 777 73 '41 

__ 18_,_:~2_2 ___ 14~,.7_9-6-li-___ 1_7_3 1 ___ 3_15_1' __ 8_0_' 7_6_ 

447,694 j I j 
182,500 I .. I .. 1 __ 

11 
__ 

265,194[208,9251 3,055 I 9,293 78'78 

• Uncontested, 

Elections, At the elections for the Legislative Assembly, held on 
Legislative 2nd October, 1937, there were contests in 45 of the 65 Assembly, 
1937. constituencies, The number of electors on the rolls Wag 

1,136,596--550,618 males and 585,978 females, In contested districts 
.93 ,96 per cent, of the electors recorded their votes, the proportion. 
for males being 94' 22 per cent, and for females 93 '72 per cent. 
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The following table shows the number of electors, the votes 
polled, and the percentage of the latter to the former in the different 
electoral districts, 

VICTORIA-NUMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES POLLED 
FOR THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT THE GENERAL 
ELECTION ON 2ND OCTOBER, 1937, 

Electoral District, 

Number of blector~ 
on ltolls at Date or 

General Election. 
Blectors who Voted, 

, Percentage of 
'I Number on 

the Roll. 

Ii. .: 1-----·--1-- .-

I
, j \ J I ~ j i J I ~ i!! J I~ 

-----------.. -!----:----.. ---,---~ __ ~_'_~_. __ :----~--~ 
I I I I, I 

Albert Park , , ' 
Allandale 
Ballaarat 
Rarwon 
Benalla 
Benambra 
Bendigo " 
Boroondara .. 
Brighton " 
Brunswick .. 
Bnlla and Dalhousie 
Carlton 
Castlemaine and 

Kyneton 
Caulileid " 
Clifton Hill " 
Cobnrg " 
Collingwood, , 
Dandenong 
Ilnndas 
Essendon 
Evelyn .. 
Flemington .. 
Footscmy 
Geelong " 
Gippsland East 
Gippsland North 
Gippsland South 
Gippsland West 
Goulhurn Valley 
Grant 
Gunbower 
Hampden 
Hawthorn 
Heidelberg , , 
Kara Kara and Bornng 
Kew " 
Korong and Eaglchawk 
Lowan 
lI:""Yborollgh and 

DaylesfOld 
Melhourne 
Mildura 

I 
10,241 'I' 13,846

1' 24,087 i 10,063 'I' 12,632, 22,695'98' 26191' 23194' 22 
5,373 4,872 10,2451 5,174 4,671

1

' 9,845 96'2195'B8 96'09 
1 8,1031 9,981 18,084 7,5811 9,646 17,22793' 56,96'64i95' 26 
, 6,1781 6,634112,812' 5,914, 6,236 12,15095'73

1
94'0094'83 

(1,005
1 

5,343 11,4081 5,7881 5,053~1 10,84195'43,94'57!95'03 
4,872 4,082 8,954 1 4,5881 3,874 8,46294'17

1

,94' 90,94' 51 
8,6851 9,927 18,612, No contest I I 

13,331, 17,g96'1 31,327! 1 No contest I 'I 

13,010' 15,958 28,9(iS 12,156 14,7131 26,86993'44192' 2092' 75 
1~,(j55 13,799, 26,454'1 12,017

1 
12,g561 24,88394'96193'2494'06 

0,299 4,7971 10,096 4,971 4,41<1 9,45293'81:93'41'93'61 
9,8f;2 11,987, 21,839! NG contest 1 ! 
Ii. , i 

5,5681 ;),57~1 l!,HOi 5,184 5,3301 10,514 93'10195'66194'38 
12,329

1

15,500 2"8~41' No contest I ' 
11,716 12,613 24,329 10,659 11,961! 22'02['190'9894'83i92'98 
13,080 14,324 27,404 12,614 13,485 26,09996'44,94'1495' 24 
11,121 12,205 23,326 10,498 11,095

1
1 21,59394'40mO'919Z'57 

]4.,8721 15,644 30,516, 14,180 14,621 28,80195'35193'4694'38 
6,29{1 5,892 12,1861 No cont.est I 

11,541113,301 24,842 11,282 12,731! 24,01397' 76195' 71 96'66 
6,055 5,6171' 11,6721 5,599 5,3101 10,90992'4794'5393'46 

11,211, 11,173, 22,3841 10,701 10,800, 21,501 95'45 96'66 96'06 
13,4R21 13,093'1 26,5751 12,796 12,7551 25,55194'91

1

97'4296'11 
9,0581' 10,110 19,1G8: No contest 1 
4,5U, 3,4661 8.0401 No pontest 
5,7121, 5,473 11,1851 5,385 5,1461 10,531194' 28194' 03,94'1f> 
6,3761 5,128 11,5041 No contest ' ! 
6,2481 5,219, 11'467

1

' Nc contest I 'I' 

6,523

1 

5,903/ 12,426 No contest , 
5,713 4,769 10,482 No contest 
~,328 5,139 11,467 No contest 
5,734 5,431 ll,165, 5,462 5,139 10,60195'2694'6294'91> 

11,128 14,642 25,770110,211 13,523 23,73491'7692'00 92'11t 
14,625 15,078 29,703 13,647 B,61n 28,26293'3196'9:1 llIi'l/i 

5,756 5,301 11,057

1 

5,400' 6,,005 10,4059,3'8,294'42, 94'10 
11,954 15,609 27,563 10,688 14,682 25,37089' 41 94' 06 92' ~ 
6,124 5,498 11,622 6,842 5,047 10',88995'40 91'SO 93'69 
6,253 5,920 12,173/ 5,909 5,582 11,49194'5094'2994'40-

5,746 5,641 11,a87
1 

No contest 
l07,,3231~ 9,865 2103',11~, °

2
, 8,750 9,0961 17,84684'8392'20 88'43 

v 5,913, ,,6,749 6,449 12,19893' 2392' 1592' 7& 
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VICTORIA,-NuMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES POLLED FOR THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT THE GENERAL ELECTION ON 2ND 
OCTOBER, 1937 -continued, 

Number of Electors 
on Rolls at Date of 

General Election, 
Electors who Voted, 

Percentage of 

Electoral District, I , ~~~~ll~n 

, I 

: gj I $ I I !i 
'i <il I j i 1 <il i 3 is 1 <il ;i 
3 ~I 0 31~lo 3,~ e 

I ... i>< E-t "", i>< E-t ... i>< Eo< 

-----1---1-1--1--
Mornington " 1 6,922 6,529 13,4!)1 6,509 5,911 12,42094'03'90'5392'34 
Northcote " 11,688 12,915 24,603 11,309 12,011 23,32096'7693'0094'79 
Nnnawading, , 11,237 13,270 24,507 10,694 12,358 23,05295'1793'1394'06 
Oakleigh " 14,889 17,425 32,314 14,191 16,15B 30,34995'3192'73 93'92 
Ouyen 5,898 4,613 10,511 No contest 
Polwarth " ,,6,217 5,549 11,766 5,863 5,343111'20694' 3196' 2995' 24 
Port Fairy and Glenelg 6,274 5,720 11,994 6,012 5,360 11,37295'8293'7194'81 
Port Melbourne ,,10,528 10,878 21,406 9,860 10,211 20,07193'0693'8793'76 
Prahran.. 9,594 15,976 25,570 9,090 15,011 24,10194'7593'9694'25 
Richmond " 12,046 13,083 25,129 11,137 12,151 23,28892'4592'8892'67 
Rodney 6,237 5,790 12,027 No contest 
St, Kilda.. 12,124 16,875 28,999 11,610 15,2081 26,81895'7690'1292'48 
8tawell and Ararat 6,117 5,821 11,938 No contest 
Swan Hill 5,482 3,925 n,407 4,974 3,7801 8,75490'73 96'3193'00 
Toorak " "I 9,528 15,341 24,869 8,936 13,851 22,78793'7990'2991'63 

• Upper Goulburn , , 5,2~2 4,469 9,761 No coni est I [ 
Upper Yarra ,,7,924 7,315 15,239 No contest 
Walhalla.. "I 6,380 5,076 11,456 5,938 4,8121 10,7.50193'0794'8093'84 
WaTtgaratta and Ovens 5,045 5,263: 11,208 , i No contest I 
Waranga " . , 5,116 4,3771 0'4931 ,No contest I 
Warrenheip and Gren- 1 I I I 

ville " "I 5,55-1 5,0831 10,637 5'221

1 

4'9~9110'160 94'00197'17 95'52 
Warrnambool 6,304 6,007 12,311 6,110 5,695 11,80596'9194'8195'89 
Williamstown 1 11,581 11,7S3[ 23,364 11,165 11,262 22,12796'1195'5895'99 
Wonthaggi " I 5,402 4,629 10,031

1 

5,080 4,318 9,39894'04 93'2R 93'69 

Total ,,1550,618 585,9781,136,596 _ ,,:=-, 1_, , I " 1-" 1_, , 
Le"~ t,,:cnty uncontested I ,[ 1 Iii I i I 

dlstncts " ,,143,586 144,330 287,916, ' , , " I .. : .. I .. , .. 
Total ,,1407,032, 441,648 1 848,6801383,5071413,923 797,4301;)4:22,9;721;;;;00 

The preferential system of voting was provided for by 
:~~:~~~ntial Statute in 1911 for Legislative Assembly elections, in 1921 

for Legislative Council triennial elections and, in 1936, for 
Legislative Council elections directly following upon a simultaneous 
dissolution of the Council and Assembly in consequence of disagree­
ments between the two Houses, An illustration of this system of 
voting is given in the Year-Book for 1928-29, page 19, 

In 10 of the 45 contested districts in the Legislative Assembly 
{llection of 2nd October, 1937, there were more than two candidates. 
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In two of these the successful candidate had an absolute majority 
of the total first preferences recorded, and consequently 3. second 
count was unnecessary. In two of the other eight contests the 
candidate who occupied the highest position on the first count was 
displaced after the second and 1mbsequent preferences were 
distributed. 

The legislation providing for absent voting was assented 
Absent Voting. to on the 10th November, 1927, and was applied. generally 
for the first time at the general election for the Legislative ASRembly 
in November, 1929. Legislation of a similar nature was enacted on 
10th December, 1935, in respect of elections for the Legislative Council 
with the limitation that such voting may be permitted only within 
the province for which the elector is enrolled. 

Compulsory Provision for compulsory voting for Legislative 
Voting. Assembly elections was embodied. in Act No. 3488, assented 
to 'On 23rd December, 1926. The Legislative Oouncil Elections Act 
1935, No. 4350, to which assent was given on 10th December, 1935, 
imposed compulsion to vote on electors enrolled in respect of Legislative 
Council elections. 

VICTORIA-PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTIONS. 

By-elections, By-elections held in Victoria during 1937-38 were as 
1937-38. . follow:-

28th May, 1938 

21st May, 1938 

4th June, 1938 

Legislative Oouncil. 
Mr. P. J. Kennelly returned unopposed for West 

Melbourne Province. 

Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. Keith Dodgshun returned unopposed for Ouyen 
electoral district. 

Mrs. Fanny E. Brownbill elected for Geelong electoral 
district. . 

Particulars in regard to the by-election for Geelong electoral district 
held 4th June, 1938, are as follow:-

- Males. Females. Total. 

Number of electors on roll at date of election .. 9,137 10,078 19,215 
Number of electors who voted .. " 8,847 9,383 18,230 
Electors who voted (percentage of number on roll) 96'83 93·10 94'81 

13060·-3 
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Proportion of The first general election for the Legislative Assembly 
voters at was held in the year 1856. The proportion of electors of 
elections. contested districts who voted at each of the general 
elections held since that year is shown in the following table :-

VICTORIA-PROPORTION 
ELECTIONS FOR 
1856-1937 . 

OF 
THE 

Year of 
Proportion of 

Electors of Year of 
General Contested General 

Election. Districts Election. 
who Voted. 

----
Per cent_ 

1856 * 1883 
1859 * 1886 
1861 * 1889 
1864 * 1892 
1866 55·10 1894 
1868 61-59 1897 
1871 65-02 1900 
1874 61-00 1902 
1877 62·29 1904 

1880 (Feb.) 66-56 1907 
1880 (July) 

I 
65-85 1908 

• Hot available_ 

VOTERS AT 
LEGISLATIVE 

Proportion of 
ElectOlti of Year of 
Contested General 
Districts Election. 

who Voted. 

Per cent_ 
64·96 1911 
64-70 1914 
66-58 1917 
65-12 1920 
70-99 1921 
70-33 1924 
63·47 1927 
65-47 1929 
66-72 1932 
61-26 1935 
53'64 1937 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY , 

I Proportion of 
Electors of 
Contested 

I Districts 
, who Voted_ 

I 
Per cent. 
63·61 

I 53·92 
I 54·21 

I 
63·70 
57·26 
59·24 
91- 76t 
93·72 
94·20 
94 0 39 

I 
93-96 

t The increa .. in the percentage 0/ voter. is accounted/or by toting having been made compulsory 
by tlct No_ 3488, passed un 23rd December, 1926_ 




