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CHAPTER I.—PRICES.
Section 1.—Wholesale Prices.

1. Generai,-——The information given in this chapter refers to Melbourne
wholesale prices. An index of Sydney wholesale prices is compiled by the
Government Statistician of New South Wales, and published in the ¥ear
Book and the Monthly Bulletin of Business Statisiics of that State.

The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by an
examination of the list of commodities included which is given on page 10.
This list is, to a large extent, comparable with that used in the compilation
of the * Eeonomist ” and * Statist ” index-numbers of Great Britain, but
differs largely from that used for the wholesale price index-numbers of the
United States (Burean of Labour) or Canada (Bepartment of Labour).

The items for computing the Melbourne wholesale price index comprise
chiefly basic materials which in the form of raw material, food, or as a
source of power, enter into production for home consumption. The purpose
of the index, therefore, is to messure the changes in the price of these
particular materials rather than the changes in prices generally. As Aus-
tralia does not, to any extent, manufacture from imported raw materials
commodities for export, the local consumption appears to give the most
appropriate weighing. Any lack of uniformity in the variations of the
index-numbers for these wholesale prices and for retail prices would indicate
broadly the changes in the relation of manufacturing and distributing charges
to the cost of basic materials,

- The index-number of Melbourne wholesale, prices was first computed in
1912, and has been continued on the same lines since that year. It was
resolved, however, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in 1930
that the time had come to revise and extend the items included in order
to bring the index inte line with the changed conditions. An investigation
to that end is mow in progress, and it is hoped that the results will shortly.
be available,

2. Commodities in Groups.—The commodities are divided into eight
groups, as set out on page Io. The descriptions of the groups are given
below with the proportionsl cost of the consumption of each group for the
year 1935. These proportions may be used with fair acouracy as* weights ”
to combine any group index-numbers at the present time, but would give
unsatisfactory results if used for a time when prices were relatively much
different, as in Ig92g. ‘

Groups of Commeodities.

4

Group, Description. Pm'g'&%e(‘;;?s%‘f"““
I * Metals and Coal .. 15
I1. “ Cotton, Wael ', also ]uta lea.t.her, . . 14
IIL. “ Agricultural Produce *' ., . .. 26
1v. * Dairy Procluce » . .. .- 9
V. “ Grocenes *' .. . .. . 18
VI, “ Meaat > . . .. o
VII. * Building ma.tens.ls {mostly timber) .. 7
VIIIL. * Chemicals '’ {excluding fertilizers) .. 1

It will be noticed that the group “ Chemicals ™ is practically negligible.

The index relates chiefly to basic materials, but a certain proportion of
Aupstralian manuiacturing costs enters into all groups. The amount is
small in Meat (V1.), Agricultural Produce (IIL.}, and Cotton, Wool (II.), and
greater in others, but the difference is not sufficient to justify any inference

?
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as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods and farm
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products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities included

are too small to warrant deductions of this nature from any possible grouping.

-

. Many.of the commodities included are affected by the tarifi. Cotton, '
Wool (IL), Agricultural Produce (IIL}, and Mest (V1.), are hittle afiected,
and Dairy Produce (IV.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tarifi is a
dominating influence.

4
Melbonrne Wholesale Prices-—Commodities incluoded, Units of Measurement, and
“ Mass-Unita.”?
Comimunity. Brand. Unit. [ gﬁ'ﬁa Community. Brand. Unit. U]mnit‘
GroUP L. GRoUP ¥, -
M Mxd, N to &
g e xgd. Noa. n {urranta ‘e 1o 1,400
Rod and Bar Statford - 3: Rasing . | Bultanas " 1,400
Angles .. " " 3 Herriags 1-lb. freah | dor. 1-1b. 50
ﬁ]atc g " b 3; tias
0op . » " Salmon -+ | 1vlb. tak " 9
Galvanized . [ 26 gauge " 5 Alaaka >
Tinned Pistes . | I C, Coke box 60 | Sardines .. | Halves doz. halves| 100
Fencing Wire . No § . ton & Cotfce .. | Plantaticn . 200
Zinc, sheet . . " I Cocon ++ |McEenzie's " 100
Lead, sheet .. " i Engar No ra ton 22 .
~» Pipes . 1 Macaren . 1. 200
Copper, sheet .. s ib 2000 i Tapjocs . . cwt. 7
Quicksilver .. .. " 12 Rice A . ton F
Conl .. .. | Hewenstle, ton Balt Australiap " 7
on whatf flne
Salt, .. .. | Bock .. " 1
Grope 11 Mustard Coleman's do:i 1-1b. 6
haga . ns .-
Sranbage des 250 || Stacch Coleman's}  1b. 100
Woolpacks . each 200 . White
Leather— Dlue. . Keen's . 50
Chrome Box it 1 za0 Matches Ausa:;aéia.n groas 90 B
Hide eby
Roogh Tanoed . Ib, Gou Coandies .. | Roagoon 1o, 1,600
pht Tohacco .. " 1,300 .
Sole Leather— . " Goo | Lex - 3,000 .
Factory Kerosens .. gallon I,700 N
Sides
‘Cotton .. | Raw w | 240000 Growp VI,
Wool Greasy - 12,300
Twine Teeaper . 150 Bect Average oo b, 396
and quality >
Binder Mutton . L 33,000
Tattow Mitton ten 1§ || Veal " " 2,000
Prime Lamb . " " 5,600
Grove 101, Pork : " 3,00
Wheat . . bushel 500 Grour VIL
Flour . ton 48 .
Bran - " 14 Timber— Flooring—|
Pollard .. " 14 6Xx 14 | rocft. lin. 30
ats . Mihog. . bushel 1,200 6% % v 30
Qatmeal Colontal ton 1} 6x " 30
Barley Linglish bushel I50 6% 3 " 30 .
“ -+ | Cope " 90 Weather- o 200
Maize . . I 1,000 boards
Hay .. Best Mngr. ton 115 QOregon 1,000 it 20
Chaff Prime . . 3% sup.
Straw « | Victorian " 23 Shelving o 10 -
Peas .. bmshel 55 Cement .. | Portland cask 30
Potatoes ton 4¢ White Jead .. . ton 1
Malt .. Victorian | bushel 10 Slztes .. | Welsh 1,000 h .
Ooions . ton 3 20X 10
-
Grovr IV, Qrove VILIL
Ham . . b, bow || Oream of Tattar | To kega 1, 400
Bacon . " 3,200 Coarbonate  of . ton 3 .
Cheese . + " 500 L]
Butter . Tiest Fresh " 9,500 Saltpetre Tefned - 1-20
Lard .. vo f Bulk ' 200 Snlphur .. .. N
Egge .. .. | Ordinary dot 1,800 Caustic Soda .. .. owt v
Honay . .. Ib. 600 Alum +o | Jamp .. ton
Beegwax . .. " 40 Cyanide of Po- . b 520
Condensed Milk Bmhug doz. b, 160 tassinm
18|
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3. Index-Numbers.—Iindex-numbers for each group of commod;t.iea, as
well as for all groups combined, are shgwn in the following table :—+ !

Melbonrne Wholesale Prioes—lnﬁex—Numbars 1861 to March, 1938, Computed with
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000).

I Con‘ IIL. ) Iv. V. ¥I. VIL YIIL .
Metals tton, | Agrieunls . A
Yaam, snd | Woel, | taral Pro- PP‘H"V Grioesw- Meat, ﬁ:“d'ing Chemi- | groups,
Cool. | Leather| duee, e, [Froduce. - terials.|  cals,
861 .. 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 1,063 .. 1,070 2,030 1,538
1871 .e 1,006 1,257 1,236 864 1,586 .o 1,044 1,400 1,220
1881 .. 1,178 1,115 1,013 935 1,421 . 1,091 1,587 L2
1891 . 895 847 1,024 995 1,032 888 #8a 1,194 945
1901 . 1,061 774 038 1,029 Lo4d | 1345 841 917 974
191} ‘- 1,000 000 1,000 1,000 b0 1,000 1400 1,000 1,060
19Ty .- 1,000 { 1,032 2oy | La3? | Iesr | 1507 1,081 0,333 1,149
1518 .. 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,550 1,133 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,604
1916 e 1,6g% 1,423 1,208 1,485 1,322 2,515 1,491 1,760 1,504
Lgry .. ENEL] z,908 LISY 1,423 1343 2,403 1,884 7L 1,662
1918 iy z,416 2,360 1,944 I,454 1432 %383 2,686 3,235 1,934
1910 .. 2,125 2,383 1,985 1,651 1,516 4,348 2,851 2,898 2053
1520 . 2,298 | 2,624 2,439 | 2,209 | 1,918 3,279 3,226 2,825 2,480
1927 | =a7a 1362 1,767 | 2000 | 1976 | 2,138 2,733 2,303 1,508
1922 va 1,042 1,881 1,628 1,643 1,860 1,787 2,005 1.065 1,758
1923 . 1,826 2,148 1,778 1,837 1,746 2,579 2,025 .933 1,994
1924 . 1,835 2,418 1,647 1,853 1,721 1,233 1,815 1,800 1,883
1925 . 1852 1,967 1,797 1,636 51,723 2,213 1,711 1,799 1,844
1036 . 1,938 1,38z 2,001 b,7Bg 1,731 1,930 1,665 1816 K
1927 . 1,462 LG50 1,826 1,823 1,724 2,17t 1,624 1,866 1,817
roz8 . 1,912 1,781 1,726 j 133 1,707 2,015 I,744 1,013 1,792
1920 .. 912 1,556 1,792 353 1490 3,246 1,754 442 1803
193¢ . 1,566 1,127 1,454 1,027 3,060 2,02% 1,87% 1983 1,598
1038 . 3,826 1,030 1,121 1,399 1744 1,508 2,01% 2,066 1,428
1032 - 1,736 1,000 1,230 1,303 1,767 1,348 2,043 2,127 1411
1933 s 1,711 1,118 1,155 1,19% 1,714 1,487 2,061 2,106 1,409
1934 i 1.660 1,261 1,288 1,274 1,735 1,540 2,015 2,058 1471
1835 .. 1,60z | 1,217 t,344 | T35 | nrz9l 1,508 1,964 1,996 1,489
19}
uly .. 1,634 1,225 340 1,333 1,728 1,539 7,019 2,008 {1,483
Aug. .. 1,659 1,226 1,361 1,326 1,718 1,687 2,005 1,006 1,500
Zept. .. 1,647 1181 1,355 1,527 1,728 1,687 2,005 2,000 1,493
Dct. .. 1,639 L5720 1,404 1,335 1,717 1,603 1.994 1,086 1,493
Nov. .. 1,647 1,160 1,338 1,331 1,720 1,542 1,953 1,045 R
Leg. .. L647 1,181 1,330 I,jz2 1,725 1,445 1,991 T30 1450
1933—
an. .. 1,638 1,191 1,315 1,218 1,728 1,473 1,488 1,050 1.459
Feb, .. 1,641 L I45 1,311 1,332 1,736 [,454 1,992 1,9% 1.45
Mat. .. 1641 1,117 1,321 1,336 1,731 1,404 1,584 1,99 1,443
Apr. .. 1,641 T,150 1,313 1,353 1,716 1,384 1,080 1,998 1444
oy .. 1,574 1,230 1,316 1,380 1,719 1,453 1,070 1,508 1,458
June .. 1,568 1,237 1,354 1,335 1,729 L457 1,666 1,008 1468
July .. 1,561 261 1,376 1,327 1,720 T, 504 1,907 2,005 1479
ANg. .. 1,679 1,210 1,377 1,314 1,73¢ 1,693 1,933 2,000 1498
Sept. .. 1429 1,218 1,388 1,200 1,736 1,638 1,964 2,009 1,495
oet. .. 1,567 1,260 1,347 1,298 1,726 1672 1,041 2,000 1,499
Nov. .. [.560 1,295 354 1,307 1,732 LAT] 1,939 2,909 1,479
Dee. .. L5T0 1,384 1,397 1,307 1,754 1,146 1,930 2,009 1460
1936—
Jan, .. 1,571 1,235 1,333 I,30% 1,730 1,536 1,942 1,017 1,475
Feb. .. 1,%64 1,292 1,328 1,312 1,736 1,163 1,022 2,010 1,46
Mar., .. 1,567 1,312 1,359 1,337 1,730 1,487 1,948 2,010 . 485

* The ﬂ%ures given ip this table are comparable [p the vertical columns, bot sre noi directly
comparable hotizontally. The index-oumbers are reversible.

4. Variations since Qutbreak of War,—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1935, and
for each menth from July, 1034, to March, 1936, are shown in the followng



table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, as base

WHOLESALE PRICEY.

(== 1,000) for each group :—

+

Melbourne Wholesale Prices Indez-Numbers.

{Bage—July, 1914 = 1,000).

L. II. 1L, IV. Y. V1. Vil VIIL
Metals § Cotton, | Agri- Dairy Al
Period, and Wool, [eudtural Pro- Gro- Meat, |Building | Chemi- | Groupa.
Coal. | Leather.|Produce.] duce. | ceries, Materials| cals.
Juty, 1514 .. 1,000 [.qa¢ 1,000 [ 1,800 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Yeat 1915 - 1,166 034 | 2,024 1,272 1,008 1 1,502 1,164 1,490 [ 1,406
o 1910 L. 1,539 1,307 [ize 1,235 1,266 1,551 1,361 1,716 1,318
w 1017 . 1,910 841 1,084 1,181 5,302 1,480 7z 2,141 1,956
w g1 . 2,197 | 2324 1,353 1,310 1,378 1,360 | 2,448 3,085 1,685
w 1919 .. 1,930 | 2,169 1,858 1,373 1469 1,448 2,602 2,837 1,801
U Tt 2.091 2,430 2,228 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,?63 2,178
w IDET L. 1974 | L2so | 1,653 1,663 | 1916 ¢ 1,331 2,405 | 2,24 1,668
o T922 . 1,763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1811 1,102 1830 1,917 1,541
n 1023 e 1,058 1,972 1,064 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,88% 1,704
w 1924 .- A6y | zazo | 1,541 1,376 | 1,668 1,371 1.656 | 1,761 1,653
s 1925 .. 1,682 1,806 1,681 L3 .60 1,364 1,502 1,746 1,617
. 926 . 1,760 1,453 1873 i.483 1,677 1,191 1,519 .77t 1,606
w 1927 .| 4782) nsis | npog | nS16 ) 5,671 xr30e | rn4B2 ] rfizog 1503
»  I9id e 5737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,59¢ 1,826 1,57t
w1929 . 737 1,938 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,995 1,381
w 1930 . 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,553 1,614 1,249 [ s 1,933 1,399
s 103 . 1,659 954 1,949 1,163 1,738 30 1.84% ENYH 5252
w1932 . 1,577 918 1,152 1,083 1,71% 831 1,365 2,074 1,337
w1933 .. 1,556 Taé 1,100 994 1,661 G417 1,832 2,054 1.13%
w 1934 .- 1,508 1,158 1,20% 1,059 1,682 950 1.839 1,968 1,290
W« I935 .. 1.450 1,316 1,258 1,700 1,677 931 1,702 1,946 :.:ga
1934""
uly .. 1,484 1,125 1.254 1,179 1,675 96z 1,843 1,958 1,306
August . 1,489 1,136 1,294 1,102 1,665 1.041 1.830 1.9%7 1,319
September .. [,406 L84 .26 1,103 L5374 1,040 1,810 1.950 1,309
October .. 1,489 1,074 1,314 1,110 1,664 987 1,820 1,937 1,308
November .. 1,490 O 1,253 1,107 1,067 [*131 1,815 1397 1,288
Deceraber . 1,406 084 1,244 1,093 1,672 8g1 317 1,963 1,179
935
anualfy .. 1,488 1,004 1,231 1,006 1,635 9oy 1,818 1,002 1.279
February ., 1,450 1,051 1,227 1,107 1,68z By 183 1,90% 1,272
Mareh 1,490 1,025 1,237 1,IT1 1.677 866 1,811 1.040 1,268
April o 1,480 1,056 1,229 1,729 1,663 53 1.807 1.949 1,266
May .. 1,429 1,129 5,231 1,145 1,766 Bgé 1,708 1,949 1,278
June . 1,421 1,035 1,267 L0 1,674 808 1,793 1,949 1,28y
July . 1,418 1,058 1,288 1,103 1,667 028 1,705 1,950 1.206
Augusi .. 1,480 TLITI 1,289 1,002 1,677 1,084 1,782 1,959 1,314
September ., 1,480 T8 1,299 1,072 1,67z 1,010 1.793 1,959 1,311
October . 1,430 1,157 1,308 1070 £,653 1,031 1,772 1,959 1,314
November .. 1,425 1,189 1,268 1,087 1,578 936 1,762 1.959 1,297
Decomber .. 1,426 1,179 1,223 1,087 £,700 89z 1,762 14959 1,2
1936——
anuary .. 1,427 1,179 1,248 1,085 1,685 947 1,773 1.967 1.29%
February 1,421 1,186 1,243 1,091 1,682 no%5 1,755 1,961 1,28%
March e 1,423 1,203 1,2y 1,112 483 qrz 1,778 961 1,301

5. Seasonal Fluctuations.-—To show seasonal fluctuations in wholesale
prices, index-numbers have been compnted for each quarter of the year
1935. These are given in the following table, with the year I9II as base,
also with the average prices for the year 1935 as base. Corresponding
figures for purchasing-power of money (retail prices of food, groceries and
cost of honsing) have been included for comparative purposes :—

-
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Melbourng Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1935,

Jan. April July Oct.
Tarticulars. 1o to to o
March, | Juoe. Sept, Dec,

Whoie
Year,

Wholesnie Price Index-Numbers witly 19rc as base

(= I,000) .. .. . . .
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with average for
1935 a8 base (= 1,000} . . .
Retall Price (Food, drogerles nnd Cost of Mousing)
Judex-Nambers with averlge lor 191r a8 13

L 1,456 | 1,491 1,479 1,469
g3 991 1,015 1,607 1,000

= 1,000} .. . . . ‘e 1,40, 1412 1,431 1,435 I, 420
Rtftall 1'riee (TFood, Groceries, and Cost of Housing) "o * ! 43 '
(Inde:t-‘\ll.;mhers with avcrage for 1935 08 Dbase
- 1,000 .. . .- . .

988 o34 1,008 1,011 1,000

The table furnishes little variation in the two sets of prices. In the third
quarter the wholesale index rose more steeply but in the fourth fell slightly
below the retail figure which had risen gradually ¢hroughout the year.

6. Prices, 1934 and 1035.—In Section 1. of the Appendix, details are
given of the average wholesale prices of the particular grades of commodities
used in computing the index-numbers in the years 1934 and 1935. Corres-
ponding information for previous years was given in the Appendices to
preceding Reports. In Report No. I (1912}, prices are given for each year
from 1871 to 19II.

§ 2. Retail Prices.

I. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retail price
index-numbers have been described in earlier issues of this Report. For
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix
to Labour Report No. q.

2. 'The New Composite Unit.—The constitution of the** composite unit »
used until the end of June, 1932, is published in Labour Report, No. 23, and
preceding issues, together with the reasons for its replacement by the new
one appearing below, In accordance with the general principles of
provedure in changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. g, Appendix I,
Part I1., pars. 14 and 18) the index was taken as determined by the old
regimen for the June quarter of 1932, and the new regimen iz used to measure
variations in the price-level after that date. The breach of continuity is
very slight, and the index-number may be regarded as recording as accurately
as possible the changes in retail prices throughout the whole pertod since 1911.
In the old regimen, the weights represented in millions the annual total
consumption tor Australia in the years 1966 to Igre. In the new régimen,
the weights are, approximately, the annual average consumption per usead
for houschold purposes during the years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments
in the erude average consumption have been made in two ways. Consumption
by factories, when the product did net go into household use in Australia,
wag deducted. On the other hand, the weights given to some foods, such
as dried apricots and canned peaches, covér also the consumption of other
similar foods. The following table gives the new regimen, and the weights
of corresponding items of the old regimen, reduced for comparison to the
same basis of annual consumption per head. In the last column, the
approximate relative importance of the items making up the new regimen is
shown for the third quarter of ¥g32. The relative importance will, of
course, change slightly with variation of prices, and revised figures will be
published from time to time as may be necessary.
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Retail Prices—* New Composite TUnit.”(a)
{ComparisoN oF ¥ NEW " aND * Qb " Mass UNTrs AN PEROENTAGE COST OF EacH ITEM.)

(¢} Cost of
ltc;n:;v in
5 o New w)“ 0d = i chimen a3
Commodity. Quantity. | MoesUntts | Moes Dosss percentage of
{per capita). { (per eapita). | QFHIEE
3rd Quarter,
d - T433.
Grovr I.—GROCERIES {INCLUDING BREAD).
1. Bread . . .~ | 2 lb. loaf 100 rog.86 5.8
2. Flour, ordinary L. .. ) 25 1b. bag 2 2.58 r.o
3. o selfaising .. .. 1 2 lb, pkt. 12 . I.o
4. Tea o . . b, 8 7.04 2.9
5. Sugar . .- - " 100 107.98 6.5
6. Rice . .. - " 8 11.74 0.
7. Sago . - .- " 3 1.88 o.1
8. Jam, apncot. ¢ . .ol 1t b, tin 8 714 I.2
g. Golden Syrup .. .. 21b tin X .. 0.1
10. Ontmeal .. - . li. 8 B.22 0.3
1t. Raigins,seeded .. .. ' 5 3.29 0.7
1z, Currants .. .. . " z 3.2¢ 0.2
13. Apricots, dried . NS " 1 . 0.2
4. Peaches, canned .. .. 2 1b, tin 3 0.5
t5. Pears, canned - .. » 1 0.2
16. Balmon, in ting .. .- b, tin 3 . .7
17. Potatoes .. .. . 14 b, 9 15.0%2 I.1
18. Onions . . 1b. 14 © 15.96 c.9
19. Soap, household ordmary - . 160 15.02 1.2
zo. Candles .. 1 3.76 0.2
21. Kerosene .. .. . gnllon 1 3.09 ©.3
GROUP 1I.—Damry PropUCE,
zz. Milk, fresh.. .. . guart 72 70,42 6.3
23. Batter, factory s . b, 3o 22.50 7.6
24. Cheese, mild . ”» ¢ 3.52 o.%
z5. Milk, condensed, eweetened . tin 5 o .7
26. Eggs, fresh .. . dozen 6 4.2 1.3
27. Bacon, mashers . - lb. 10 7.5% 2.1
28, Ham, rashers, uncooked ” 2 1.88 0.4
Group 1I1.—MgaT.
29. Beef, airloin . . 1b. 18
30. . Tibs L . . . 22
31. ,, steak, rump .. .. » 11
32. ., stoak, stewing - 20 ;107 90.85 10.2
33. . BRUSAges - . " 7
34. . comed round .. . T4
35. brisket with bone .. » 15
30 Mautton, leg - . " 20
37 ' shoulder .. .. " 15
38, . loin . .. ' 8 70 77.93 5.9
39. ' chops, lom s " 16
40. " chops, leg . . ” 10
41. Pork, }eg . . .. " 2
42. 4 loin .. .. . ” 2
43- » chops . o » af 8.69 1.2
44. __ .. smusages » 3
Grovp IV.—Hevosmie.
45. House Accommodation .. week 52 52 38.1
() See Appendix X. for revised regimen adopted fromn September Quarter, 1936. {b} Tho mnss
upits given for the ~* Uld ™ regimin are obtoned by dividhog the ™ total consumplion * weizhts of the
YOI regimen by thc mean populatien of Austrelia for the years 1y06 0 1910, (#) Kelative

importases of liems, ™ New " reguiien.
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Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables,
other than potatoes and onions have not been included in the new regimen,
owing to the fact that comparable prices for a standard grade for these
iterns cannot be obtained, while a further difficulty arises from the seasonal
character of the production and consumption thereof. The inclusion of such
items, therefore, would impair the accuracy and stability of the index, and
even if accurate information could be obtained, the index would probably
not be materially affected by their inclusion. In the old regimen certain
omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing com-
parable prices. Some of the joints of meat, for example, were not only
msufficiently standardized, but anomalies in price were not uncommon. On
this account, they have been deleted, and the total weight given to meat is
distributed amongst the more standardized joints,

3. Collection of Data.-—Retail prices of the commedities includes in
the “ composite unit” are collected from representative retail establish-
ments in each of the five selected towns in each State (30 towns in all).
The addresses of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government
Statisticians of each State, and prices of foods included in the regimen are
obtained monthly from about ten tradespeople in each town. A careful
selection s made from the lists of tradespeople and agents to ensure the
supply of representative figures for the district as a whole, and returps are
sent back for verification i there is any doubt in regard to the accuracy
of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of com-
modities is used as a check when the indicated movement of retail pnces
appears to be abnormal.

Misunderstanding has occurred in connexion with the use of the word
‘“ predominant ' in describing the grade of goods for which prices were
quoted. When retailers first made a refurn of prices, they were asked to
quote for the grade most in demand—the ” predominant ” price—and the
prices have been usuaily so described. But there was no intention that the
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of 4 change
in the demand. To change the grade in this way would he contrary to the

“first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very

emphatically by Sir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report,
No. g, 1918,

The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in
fact been kept practically constant. Any appreciable change would be
detected in the tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for
explanatlon or amendment. In I93I, with the very sudden f{all
in real woges and real incomes of all kinds, there was a possibility
of considerable changes taking place in the predominant grade for seme
commodities. Retailers were therefore requested to take special care
not to change the grade or quality quoted for, and the word * pre-
dominant ” hag been abandoned, as liable to give rise to misunderstanding.
A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain that there hiag been no
appreciable change of grade in the foods for which prices are recorded.

A teturn of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more
house-agents in each capital city for brick and wooden houses respectively,
classified according to the number of rooms. Tho return shows the average
rent paid for all occupied houses of an average standard. Houses with special
advautages or disadvantages, are, therefore, not taken into account.
Information on similar lines is coliected quarterly in each of the country
towns included in the investigation.
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4. Change ol Base Period.—In the issues of the Labour Report up to
the year 1929, the retail prices of food and groceries and cost of housing (four
and five rooms) were compared with the weighted average cost in the six
capital cities in IQIT = I,000, while the total household expenditure
tabulations, (1.e., food and groceries, rent of four and five rooms, clothing
and miscellaneous items) were computed to the weighted average cost in
the six capital cities in November, 1914 = 1,000. The desirability of
computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was conmsidered by a
Conference of Statisticians, and it was resolved that from ist Januvary,
1930, the average of the five-yearly period—Ig23-1927—be adopted as
base for retail price indexes. Consequently, the index-numbers in the
following tables, with the exception of those given in the table showing
relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-computed to
the base specified.

5. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Assessment.—In view of
the many  series " of retail price index-numbers which are now associated
with the fixation and variation of wages, the following short explanation is
considered necessary.

It is desitable to again emphasize the fact that the retail price index-
numbers compiled by the Bureau are designed to measure the variations in
the cost of the definite regimen of commodities and services covered by each
of the series, and do not of themselves * fix ” wages. The use made of them
by wage-fixing tribunals for the purpose of fixing and adjusting wages, is
entirely the responsibility of the tribunals concerned, and not of the Burean,
although the Bureau fully realizes the great importance of the function to
which these indexes are applied in this connexion, and takes every care to
make them as accurate as possible.

(i) “ A" Series,—The ™ A" series of indexes covers the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year 19Ir as the base (1,000).
This i3 the series which the Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted in
1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Australia,
and to vary what is popularly known as the “ Harvester ” Basic Wage of
1g07—the wage (42s. per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr. Justice
Higgins to be sufficient to meet the ** normal needs of the average employee,
regarded az a human being, living in a civilized community.”” This series
has had very little application zince May, 1933, as the result of the adoption
by the Court of the ** D ™ series at that date, and the *“ C ™ series in May,
1934. The “* A ™ series of indexes are published in Appendix VII. of this
Report.

(ii) “ B" Series.~~The “ B " series covers the items fond and groceries.
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in the years
19231927 as the base (1,000).

This seriea i¢ published on pages I8 to 24, but has never been used in
connexion with the fixation or adjustment of wages by any Industrial
Tribunal.

{iii} ** O Sertes—(See page 25).—The ** C" series covers all jtems of |,
household expenditure, viz., food and groceries; rent of 4 and §-roomed
houses ; clothing {man, wife and three children); household drapery and
hardware ; fuel; lighting ; and other miscellaneous items, with the year
1923-1927 a3 base (I1,000).
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This series was introduced as the result of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
practically that of the ** Indicator * Lists of the Commission.

The geries was not uged in connexion with the assessment of wages until
its partial adoption by the Federal Court in May, 1933, when that Court
introduced the * D " series of indexes (for explanation of which see below);
but in its judgment of 17th April, 1934, the Court adopted the “ € series
a8 the sole basis of the wages declared in the judgment, and for the future
adjustment of such wages.

This series, covering as it does s fnr wider range of commodities, displays
s different relationship between the towns than is shown in the preceding
series {“ A" and “ B "), and has given rise to the sharp differences in the
wages allotted to certain country towns compared with the former rates.

(iv) * D" Series—The ** D 7 series is a combination of the “ A" and
“ C " series, and was created by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933,
for the fixation and adjustment of wages of those employees who were
subjected to the full 10 per cent. “ cut ™ imposed by the Court in January,
1931,

The series has for its base the * A ™ series index for each town for the
December Quarter of 1929, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the © C” series index for the whole of 1929 and the corres-
ponding “ C” judex for the town for the Quarfer upon which the adjust-
ment is to be made. It will thus be seen that whereas the “ D ” indexes
for each town from the Deceruber Quarter of 1929 to date are in the same
ratio ag the ““ O’ jndexes for the same town, the relationship of different
towns is that of the ““ A ' series for the December Quarter of 1929, slightly
meodified by the difference in movement of the “ A" series and the “ C”
series index for sach town.

This series has been superseded almost entirely by the judgment of
the Court referred to under ** C” series, and will only continue to operate
in the few industries exempted in the judgment for further consideration.

A set of index-numbers under this series is included in Appendix VIII

(v} Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers before
mentioned, and details of the regimen comprising it will be found in paragraph
2 of this section. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only is used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions.

(vi} The* 200 Towns” Table—This table is tabulated for the month of
November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth, and covers the cost of food and groceries combined
with the rent of 4 and of 5-roomed houses respectively. "This table has
been used mostly for arguing relative rates for country towns, but the index-
pumbers have not been directly employed by Arbitration Tribunals in
this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted average cost of food,
groceries and rent of all houses in the six capital cities in 19ITI = 1,000.
The table will be found on page 38. -

{vil) Relative Merits of Serics.—The relative merits of the various series
of index-numbers bave been much discussed. Prices of all commodities
do not change simultaneously, and consequently over short periods there
may be differences of some magnitude hetween the results ascertained from
the different series, but over longer periods these differences tend to be
much reduced.
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Thus, taking the movement of the following retail price indexes for the
six capital cities over the two periods 191T to 1935 and 1929 to 1935, the
changea are substantially of the same order :—

Tnereaae Dettenae

per cent., per cend.,

; 1035~1955. 1929-1935
Food and Groceries only . . . .. 44 .. 23
Rent of All Houses .. .. .. 39 . 21
Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses .. 37 .. 22

Food and Rent of All Houses (“ A” Senes} 42 .. 22
Food and Rent of 4 and 5-roomed Houses

{* B"” Series) . 42 . 22
“ Al Ttems” of Household Expend1ture
(* C Series) o 38 .. 19

* Taken back to 1orr from base 1914 by means of ** A * Series Index.

A simple discussion of the retail price index for food and rent, and of
its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion with wage adjustment,
wag given in Labour Report No. 21, Appendix VIII.,, which is printed also
as a separate pamphlet entitled  Wages and Prices.”

0. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 io 1935,—Index-numbers,
computed separately for each group of commodities and services included
in the investigation, also the weighted average for all groups together,
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index-
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base,
can be converted to the old base 1911 by multipiying by 1,000 and dividing
by the index-number for 19rI.

Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities. (*‘B ** Beries.)

The index-numbers given In the separate groups of the table cannot be compated with each other in
order to show the relative cost of housing, and food snd groceries, since cach group or combinstion has
162 ownt base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six cltica taken together duung the flve yearly
period 1923-1527 "for that group ot combination.

Tows. 1ocy. | 1ot | zo14. | Igar | 1o3f. ! 1gazm | ro33. | Tose. | roas.

GROUP [.—GEOCERIEE,

Sydney .. . L3 574 6zy | 1,115 a1z 023 844 851 8y
Melbouroe . .. 401 521 562 | 1070 775 701 714 758 B2
bBrishare .. .. LYY 14 6oy | 1,705 854 831 rd ! ot Bqb
Adclaide .. 510 541 508 | 1,076 753 754 218 782 Bo4
Lerth . . 37z 720 628 | 1,103 344 fz5 61 846 852
Hoebart . .. £01 566 Gog | 1,087 B28 853 780 810 B12

Welghed Average {a} .. 499 564 596 | 1,003 838 845 774 S0y 846

GROGE TL—DMIRY PRODGOE.

Sydney . . 551 574 656 | o807 - A §10 758 780 758
Melboorne .. 571 569 635 | 1,087 Zoq 743 G637 718 750
litsbane . .. 495 581 558 983 793 733 686 641 691
Adelude N . 548 651 Fo5 b 1,018 758 655 677 Gyo 715
Perth . 708 733 735 | Lrss 857 785 731 765 801
]:[obart .- N 564 537 G5 [ 1001 768 695 611 665 701
ALY elghed Average {a .. 563 551 654 | 1,072 5] 764 H 739 758

{#) For oll capital cities,

£
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' Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Qapital Cities—continued,

rg21. | 1931 | 1937, § 1033. | 1034, | 1935,

TOWN. [ 190;\' 1911‘| 1914,

GroUr II1.—MEAT.

Sydnoy e .. 519 50T 668 a6o 853 #81 ' 764 B21 835
Mclbourne . N 55 48 G663 1,030 Ro4 Pt 73z 755 755
Bristane .. . 515 45 510 897 Gag 590 599 647 71y
Adclaide . .. 553 541 284 | 1,095 876 839 8o 832 804
Perth ‘e . &g By =13 1,103 8oz 94 477 798 788
Hobars . .. G658 638 780 | T.244 842 fog §17 g6t 849
Weighed Average {a) .. 558 522 Got | 1,030 §1y 753 745 784 792
Groves 1., 11, aNDp ITI. COMBINED.—T'00D AND GROCERIES.
Sydney .. 523 553 646 | 1062 876 852 So0 825 840
Metbourne . 517 523 610 | 1,003 701 759 713 743 584
Brabane o .. 53¢ 565 o3 1,004 778 738 2+ Far 763
Adelaide .. .. 532 570 670 1 1,066 780 761 73T 767 780
Ferth o - 670 753 728 | 1,116 836 8oy 757 807 821
Hobart .. .- 565 592 6r8 | 1,133 316 |- 797 757 786 2G93
Weighed Averape {ay .. 533 559 640 | 1,064 B26 766 751 783 806
GROUP IV..—HOUSING (WEIGHED AVERAOR 4 AND § ROOME).

Sydney . . 593 Fat 760 ofp | 1,026 B9y 864 8 8ox

elbourne .. .. 455 565 628 820 867 816 fo1 B g0
Erlsbane .. 283 37 466 B3 [i:17) 641 631 697 720
Adelaide .- 510 7O 111 3on 755 Q1 694 FOD 736
Perth . .. 458 524 54 740 881 810 745 704 792
Hobart .. 405 452 58 Bir 6ol 868 L) E6x oo
Welghed Aversge (2) .. 497 6i2 662 8z geT ar? S04 g1 839

ALL GROUPS COMBINED —F 00D, GROCERIES, AND HOTSING,

Swvdney .. . 548 Gob 687 | r.o3é gz oy Bzz 240 458
Melbourne . .- 493 530 616 977 & 778 742 769 So8
Brishane . .. 442 500 554 877 743 oy 69¢ 713 747
Adelaide .- . 514 618 671 475 777 716 I Taz2 704
Perth .. N 504 Grz L34 o8z 852 Bas 768 Soz 810
Hobart . .- 508 542 621 | 1.044 Bab gz O 8y 827
Welghed Average (@} .. 520 578 643 902 852 fo3 268 P 818

{a) For all capilal cities

». Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.——The preceding table
takes into account the rent of houses of four and five rooms only. Up till
the end of 1924, the rent of ** all houses ” waa the basis of the index. The
““all houses ” index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration Court
(Appendix VIL). The smovements of these two indexes differ little one from
the other in the same city, but the index-numbers for * all houses ” may
be seriously affected between towns by the different proportions of four
and five-roomed houses in the total of all houses.

8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1931 to 1938.—The following tables give
index-numbers representing the varistions in the cost of food and groceries
(44 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly and monthiy periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are inserted showing for the years specified the quarterly and ysarly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries and
housing.
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during

the five-yearly period 1923-1927, as Base (s} (= 1,000). (““B ” Series.)
Ve N.5.W.—I5DEX-NUMBERS. . FICTORLA. —INDEX-NUMBERS,
. K ; E - 1= .- g . . . & -
5 e 8| s | 2| Bl Bl R E| EiE (2%
ool 2l BBl R SR 5 2 B! 5|5 (282
s | & = 5 | & |zhe] = 8 & A N
Foor AND GROCER)ES,
1931 . 876 868 | 1,001 843 857 078 791 1143 8a5 731 13 793
1932 . 852 836 | o953 | 820 Bi8 853 758 267 | Fre ] 228 for 760
1013 ‘e Buo 799 i8aq 785 779 Bo1 711 732 733 738 746 715
1934 .- 825 B34 17 815 3oz B2y 748 74 783 760 783 751
i35 1} Bab| sd0) 938 | 822 | s2a | sea | 7he| 02| aod | 297 | 48| ZEe
1935 Mar, Qir. | 826 Ba4 9319 Bz5 foz fz0 774 Boo 798 789 Brr1 776
June Bzs 849 031 Bob 823 Ba2g 278 fol f12 Bor Bzt 281
Sepi. 854 868 g38 B11 820 Bsi 793 81y 815 803 8iy 794
ee. |, £33 EBo 929 844 843 558 792 820 g1 794 16 793
1936 Mar, Qtr. | 845 865 930 333 Bar B48 782 e 798 773 Brz 783
1935.
Japuary .. 83z B48 940 B34 799 83% 7rs oy 799 286 811 776
February .. a25 Bay w42 B2z 8oz fz9 775 goo 799 79& §13 798
March «o b Brg| B30 o35t B8 | BoG: 823 ) yr3| 795 | 797 | 788 % Boy | 773
Apri . 817 845 931 Bt 820 811 770 800 BIr 700 B8 7Té
May i -E 837 435 797 823 328 782 Bog 812 Boj 822 785
June . LT 855 a36 801 815 836 78z f10 iz #08 B2y 704
July .. 842 353 543 8c6 | 820 | 8314 700 817 | 813 fos 825 793
Augusi . 54 a6 42 -3 .3 Bzx6 B56 704 d1g -3 1] fo3 B1o Foh
September .. | 866 | Br6] 930 | Bry| B4r | 867} ozl Bz0 | Bis| 800 | Bl o4
October .. Bés S8 az8 848 B47 868 705 G20 £10 Bog4 B1s 797
November .. 8sc 880 | 929 846 | 842 854 797 818 | 81z 736 Bzo y98
December .. B48 874 928 B8 843 Bst 783 A1y Bos 782 B1a 785
1936,
January .. 846 o7 gzy 837 Bag 849 784 8ok Boq 771 Brz 788
February .. 840 | 872 033 | 83z 835 | 8s2 284 B11 8a1 P E2T 785
March ‘s 841 L1313 930 2312 836 844 777 8oy 790 772 Bob 775
HoUusING—(WEIGRTED AVERAGE 4 AND § ROOMB),
1931 o] 1026 ) 805 | soo | o053 | Bo2 |re0s | 867 | G201 653 | Big| 823 | B4y
1932 e 894 290 | 622 841 731 87 816 | Ger i 643 238 | 8oy 799
1933 .. 864 7991 630 | Bez 781 £50 801 636 | 641 721 795 7858
1934 s 86y 789 642 820 780 857 808 652 6538 241 303 294
(13 . g9l 839 ) G494 | 860 ) TIT | 881 B50 | 665G | GBE | 8i12 ] 843 B33
1935 Mar. Qtr.| E7% B2z 644 853 776 869 841 63 666 8oz Bs50 82g
June ,, 881 B33 644 860 776 A7z 457 66 641 81z 845 835
Bept. .. Bo7 B37 644 i 7576 886 854 66 ] B1z B3B8 Byz
bes, 507 863 645 E-LiY w31 897 839 Hro by 823 838 847
3936 Mar, Qtr.| 912 862 648 8z B1z 007 880 63 715 838 83y B&y
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HoUsina.
1931 .e 529 877 L1+ &8z A6g 923 §z8 746 764 793 Srs 812
1932 .. B67 | Baa | Bss | Bas | Bos | B62 v98 717 | 230 | 263 | Goz 773
1933 e B22 79I ki 794 778 B18 742 696 698 73l 261 738
1034 . Bs0 | 818 | 813 87 794 838 769 783 738 | 75 ;23 766
1935 . 858 | 9537 832 | B35 | BUA | 857 | BOB | T 766 | B0 805
1938 Mir, Qtr.| 844 836 B34 f3s 703 843 798 75t 751 794 825 795
June ... | B45 843 831 Bzs Bob 844 foz FE57 g Aos §30 oo
Sept. ,, 860 857 814 829 g0 67 814 764 773 Bot Gzs 811
Dee. 83 874 828 51 Bzr 872 816 709 y7r Bog 824 L3¢
1 .
1936 Mar. Qtr.| 871 | 864 B30 | 8s0| 828] 869 | 817 | ys7| 769} 796 Bar | Bis

(@) Zee explapatory note st top of teble on poge 18,

|

.r‘
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" Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of 8ix Capital Cities during
- the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, as Base () (= 1,000). (*‘ B * Series)—continued,

4
. QUEENSLAND—INDEX-NUMBERS. BOUTH AUSTRALIA—INDREX-NUMBEXRS.
< . . 2 5t
g E g " z |B Qg-‘é o ..g. g g E = |Ta
= 1 = By o= b -
: AR REAEHIREL R AR LS
- = Kl ] : 2o | Cfa
Sl & lgg g8 = [z25 2 lesp| £ | 5 [£8 (253
FooD AND GROCERIES.
931 .. 278 764 843 oz 798 788 789 869 853 774 864 795
< 1932 ‘e 738 729 dol 6 770 749 b L1 848 814 77 g6 26
1933 . 609 | 6781 7a9 | Boxy 72z | zob | zm| Bez| 750 | 740 | 773 | Fas
1934 oo | 727 | 6943 66| Boz | ez | p3e | 762 | 840 | o5 | Fas | peb| 770
I 325 .. 3| 732 | 803 | 848 | 754 | T65°) V60| 8GO | Br3 | 77| Bi2 )| ime
. agss Mar Qtr.| 245 | 215 [ 781 | 82y 7aB | w47 | 70| B854 808 267} Son | ¥ys
. June ,, 744 | 720 ¢ 785 | BeB | 34 a7 | 779 | 834 | 816 | 766 ] Boz | 7By

Sept. o, 779 | 735 | Boa | 861 | y6o| gyp| 7B7 | Eo6; Bby B Br7 | ro1
Ded. o, 783 | 256 | B4z | 828 | ros | 87| 82| 865) 8ro| o7 | 814 | 7BE

1936 Mer. Qtr.| 783 75z | B30y 8oz 783 | 733 % 772 | 852y B1p ) 8t 8oz | 777

1935.

Japuary .. | ax | grr | 726 Bar | 2B 743 772 | 852} Bod | 169 | Bob| 776

February - .. 747 715 782 fz7 727 749 768 g56 8oz 763 Bio 773

March . 748 | 720 | 786 | Ba2 | 730 | F5o | 27y | 855 | Bo& | 63| 81z | s

Apnil . 745 712 289 828 733 745 e 860 e 768 812 781

' May v ] 740 | 722 | 7864 Bzg ) 734 | F4a ] 780 853 Bao . 766 ¢ Bog | B3
June .. 751 217 51 828 735 752 781 848 B17 kLT 8o 785

Fm July o | 758 7B | 7z | Bag | a3z | 738 )] 80| 86y | 820 77r| Bi3| o

Augeat .a 783 73 599 862 459 782 784 8z 811 7r2 11353 787
Beplember .. 7ok 759 831 871 782 708 789 868 B16 790 821 793

October .. | sz 63| 845 82| you | yos| 8o | 86o | 817 ) Bor | Bar| 793

November .. 7ho FiY 830 876 w9z 785 784 868 Brg &0z 113 786

- December . 776 755 842 B88&% 7491 282 773 &x8 8oz 236 807 777
1916,

A Janpary . 283 253 856 | fob | 700 vAg § yyo ) B56 § Gor 782 -1 H 774

s Vebruary .. | 7e0| 735 | B0 | 888 | Bor ! pos | 781 ) sss| sis| 781 | By | 78s
; Mareh oo § 76| ra5 | Be3 [ Bg3 | 766 sBr F 66 [ B4x | 834 | sE0| vy | ;1

HOUSING—({WEIGHTED AVERAGR 4 AND 5 RoOOMSE),

680 638 G24 628 648 6068 735 402 675 586 15 34

1933 . 641 649 582 542 [3 5] 633 Syl a7 G2y (31 700 675

i 1933 . 881 708 562 517 610 Eat | 6o4 3;3 o1 610 710 670
. 16514 ‘e Gt 733 505 505 625 18 700 38 98 6123 [13 654
- 1935 .. veo | 746, 596 ) 530 | 645 ) TAT | Ti6 | 303 25 | 626 | 66 T8
s 1935 Mar. Qir.| 700 | 758 s06 | 532 643 | 499 717 | 39 621 624 | 564 s
June |, 7217 ra6 504 522 648 708 734 388 &26 624 |” 6OI sy

wHapt., ,, 726 726 544 538 | fa3 711 736 | 306 [ 62y | 628 | &4r ri1g
Dee. o, 72z | 754 | S99 ] 538 €4s | 7io| 746 | 397 626 | 6Guy ; 665 | 728

¢ 1936 Mar, Qtr.| 727 ) 758 | soo | 538 ) 645 | sis | 756 | a97 | G2z | G27 | 696 | 73y

FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING.

1931 . 743 716 765 Sos 745 745 br i 203 790 jo7 813 774
- 1932 .. 704 | dog { 78 758 v15 | ¥o8 736 | 621 740 | 214 774 734
1033 . 690 68y 684 ;oo | 684 68g 716 &1 695 693 748 13
1934 . 713 705 705 FO3 604 712 743 6o ;rze TOI 746 730
1835 .. V47| TIT| VI0) FI6 | T | V45 TB»} 694 | 74 723, 159 "6l

WS MAL QU | 732 | 30 715 ) 71y BB | i | 735 630 7et i 716 ) 758} 732

June , 736 | v 1 3B | Fo| gea| 733| 763] 6Bo | a9l Fis| 551 730

= Sept., ,, 760 | 73z ] rro| 746 | 7o | 755 | 769 | 6o | 249 | P24 [+ FOI I 268
/ Dee. , § 760 | 7581 736§ 757 | 7at)| 8ol v69 ) Gge | 75| 736 A1 | 76b

1936 Mar. Qtr. | 763 54 761 766 738 762 266 691 749 y26 7647] 163

() Sed pote at top of table on page 18.

'\. <r
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during .0
the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, as Base (6} (= 1,000} (* B ** Series)—continued,
- - L]
WESTERN AUSTRALIA-—INDEX-NUMBERS. TAIMANTA-—INDEX- NUMDERS, % " § .
= _ g3 |8
g Ef . a T § s f‘ E - ] qE ; o o
i =2 g i 2 I%g ; = |2 s B =
PRI AR AR A AR BN AR L R
T s | B Bz 23 5;: | 5 |SEn s8] s -
& 2 = =] g 'E<z]l B = 2 g & lzaf| 2o 1282
FeoD a¥D GROCERIZS.
1931 . 836 | o904 | 883 | 886 13 | B8s6 ] 816 | Bxz | 844 | B2z 934 21 826 | 830 .
1932 .o Boa | ove | Bsq4 ] Emx 62 [ Bzq | 797 | 779 | B30 | 822 | go4 | 798 | 796 | &M M
1033 o 757 | a6 | Boy | 793 | ¥6o | 27y 7sy | 736 | yba | 06| Byy | 736 | 51 754
1934 | B0y | 987 | 849 | 846 B1y | 82 736 733 703 1 795 | Bog | yi4 | 783 | 786
1935 N 821 | HYT | 8524 BSD [ BIG | 83§ TR | T B30 | 8G8 | 905 ( TV 8 ato
1035 Mar. Gtr. | 815 | o7z | 828 | Bst | 839 | Bar{ o4 | yig| B2z | Sor| goz | yoB | o4 | 708 N
% Fave " 828 ; o976 | Bbo | Bs6 ) 853 Bgot 703 | 7oz | Byo | Bor| gob | 798 ) 797 | Hox
Sept. 823 | 978 | B39 | B46 | B48 | 836 | 80 | 851 833 | 807 i goB | Fog )} Bry | 819
Det. . 817 | g8z as1 846 | 843 a3t 792 700 | 833 518 | 898 798 817 820
wis Mar, Qtr | 81| 97z | 842 Byr | Byo| Bas| o3 ] 784 | 823 | HoB | Sos | o6 | %03 | Giz
L]
1935,
January 813 o7t B34 &50 824 826 795 789 816 §12 909 799 97 8oo
Fehruary 811 a92? 837 | Bae 837 | Bazs 744 794 824 798 | go7 799 794 758
Warch . BIS ar: 832 853 fxg §31 73 783 81y 794 004 705 FLUH 795
AIpm | 822 grr | Bur g 8Byo ]l Bsz | B3s| res | 7o | 828 Bos . go3 | 700 ) ror l vgs
May | Bar ) o7z | 8oz} Bss | 8371 a3 | 795 | 704 | B3r| 8o | 906} Boo | o8 [ Bor '
June . B30 afa 8r1 B33 849 Baz 788 790 831 fo8 gog 7940 foz Bos
July . Y] abr 857 Bq8 LE] B35 7ol 787 B34 Bog 904 706 810 Big ,//
Augost ] B2zl grB | 860 | By6 | B4y ] B3s | Bo | ¥87| 836 | Boy )] grr g 785 ] 818 | 2o —
September .. | B23a | oyé | 860 ] Baz | B40 | B36| 78y | 7831 B34 Bes i go3 | o2 | B3 | 826
October #2p | o8y | B6p | B3z | 853 84z 790 | 87| B36 | 8ry| 8oy | yos | Bzs | 827
November .. 813 g&1 LL Bys 840 B2y 707 703 837 824 909 Soz Exy 820
December .. | 8o0 | s77 | 834 ) Sag | 836 | 8231 ¥eo ) sgo | 823 | 816, Bos5 | 7ob | Bog | 813 -
193§.
January 810 97T Bys 836 B34 83 FLTY 733 B:a Boy 504 790 Bog 812 .
Fehruary 819 | orr | Bag | 844 | By | B2y | oy | 783 | 816 | BoB | Boy | 708 | #12 | 8i1% \
March fry 75 Ran B4 Baz A 740 785 a1y 510 Eaq Boo Aoy 8oz
BovsinaG—({WEIAHTEP AVERAGE 4 AXD § Ro0us).
b
1931 a8r | 657 | Bsu| 77y |ne35) 858 ot | 773 | yIz | g2 3908 | B840 | ogo1 | 878
1932 810 | 743 | Bog | 756 | oro | Box 68 [ 760 | 7oz | Go4 | 073 816 | 817 | Soo
1933 .. 704 Bi& 786 rre a4l Roo -1 770 G678 678 (-1 813 8ag 288
1934 o | 2| oot | 2B} 7Ps | 9251 Bes | 865 | 760 | A5z 6B2 | o6 | 81y | Bio | 703 HY
1935 o o 059! FeTF RID | D40 BIA [ 830 ) V7B ) 6DB ) 735 730 836 | 839 828 o
193§ Mar. Qtr 78g | 1.037 768 8ot 933 Bre 884 575 G0 720 73 Bao 829 818
June ,, 789 | 1085 | z67 | 817 | oar | Bz § BAz | w0 oo | 7370 73 835 | B3y | 823 '
Sept. o, w53 | 1,050 468 | Boy | 941 Bra So4 | ¥78 o0 | 138 30 838 844 B3z
Dec. , 760 | ro56 | 766 | Bro | o43 | 817) Bo6| 780 | 700, 738 | 745 | 840 | Bso | 83g
1936 Mar Qir.| Bis | 1,007 761 B3 | 566 [ B3r € ooz 784 713 740 747 1 845 864 852 .
*
Faob, GROCERIES aND llogsiya,
»
1552 .. fsz2 874 872 846 gho 857 846 300 ra7 ot 815 828 853 47
1932 .. Bos g2 836 8oy qoz 517 822 774 284 i 82z 8oy 8o 800
1933 .. 2568 8on 798 782 821 782 702 Fab | 732 733 | Boo 774 76 765 -
1934 . Box { oss | 825 | S| 855 S5 d1g 766 | 745 754 | Bao | 7o4 793 790 .
1935 o 10 |v003; 622 | 836 | 873 | s26 | @27 | yea | e | 7R3 | 843 | &N B3 1%
rg3s Mar Qir.| 8os 05 813 825 : frz §zr 326 734 76 776 B4z Hag Boy o5
June 4« 81y | OOy Baz Bg2 884 230 G286 788 284 782 831 Bt Bro Bog
Sevt. , 812 [ 1,004 82y 83z 881 §:8 526 783 787 783 845 810 B26 Bzy -
Dec. .. B10 | 1,008 821 333 870 LELY Bzn 736 736 790 842 B13 8:z28 827 L
1936 Mar. Qtr’| Brs | roog | Sp7 ‘839 885 829 832 784 #84 734 842 813 828 426
{e) The towns of Midland Junction (W.A.), Zechan {Taa.), and Beaconsfield (Tae) were replaced in t9z3 by
Northoem (W.4.), Burnie (Tas.), and Devonport {Tas) (3) See note of top of table on page 18,
-
"y
I
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In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the
respective groups, and whete they relate to the same period the numbers are
identical in both tables.

* The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly
period, 1923-1927, is in each part made equal to 1,000,

The last two columns in each division of the table on the preceding
page refer to the weighted average for the six capital cities and for the
30 towns.

9. Population Weights.—Weighted averages for any combination of
towns or States may be calculated approximately by multiplying the index-
numbers* of the towns or States included by their population weights, and
dividing the sum of the products by the sum of the multipliers. The popu-
lation weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1934
and succeeding years are as follows :—

Population Weights Used for Difterent Towns,

New South Victoria. Queenstond.  [South Australta)  WEID | qaumen
o - «“ - = -
Town. s Town, - Town. < | Town. = | Town. 21 Town. 5
@ @ k] = ‘T o
= = = B B2 B

Eydney .. |1z35/Mclhourne g92|Brishane o0 Adelaide aryiPerth, ete, | 208lHobart bo
Wewcaatie 1o5|Ballazat .. 381" woommba 36|Radina,ete.| 1t[Ealg’lie, et 17[l.aunceston| 33
Breken Hill | 27|Bendlgoe .. z20/Rockham'n z26{Pt. Pirie 12|Northam #/Burnie .. 3
Goulhury 15 Geslonge . 39[Chris. Twra, 7|1M6. Gamb'r s|Bunbury siDevenport s
Eathurat 10| W' nambool 9 Warwick 7|Petetbor'gh alGeraldton s[Queenst'wnl 4

Total . {r302| Total . |tzo¥] Total .. | 369] Total .. | 3544| Total.. | 2400 Total .. |106

The weights used are based on the 1933 Census resuits, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date.

The new weights given asbove make very slight differences in the derived
indexes, compared with those obtained from the weights previously in use
bazsed upon the 1921 Census, which were published in Labour Report,

- No. 23.

10. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five-
yearly period 1923-Ig27 has been taken as base = 20s. The figures
measure the variations in the cost of-—(a) food and groceries; (b} house
rent ; and (c) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from year to year
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the
several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). Thus, by referrmg to
the section of the table relating to food, proceries and house rent combined,
it will be seen that 12s. 1d. in Sydney in TQIT was equivalent to Ios. in
Brisbane, or 10s. 10d. in Hobart, while 16s. 4d. in Melbourne for the
December quarter of 1935 was equivalent to 8s. Iod. in Brisbane in 1907,
or 138. 5d. in Perth in To17. !

* The oﬂ‘mml index-oumbers, however, are calculated Dy similarly operating on the * agiregate
expenditures ' of the towna concerned, wiich may produce elightly different results Lo the shove.
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year specified from 1907 to
1938, to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 during
tha flve-yearly period 192349.27 in the Capitals regarded as a whole.

{*“B ** Series.)

. Weiglited
Year. , Svdnoy. | Melb'ne. | Brishane. | Adelaide. | Perth. Hobart. | Avernge of &
Capital Citles.
¥oop a¥p GROCERIES.
a. d. 4. d. s d. & d. s d s d. s. d
1907 . 0 6] 10 4 | I 1w 8 13 5 11 4 10 8
191F .. 11 v} 10 6| 1 5| 11 5| 15 I} 11 10 11z
1921 o] 20 3] 21 3| 20 3| 21 4| 22 4] 22 8§ 21 3
- 1927 . 20 8 19 5 18 10 20 7 2o I 20 o 20 o
1931 s 17 6| 1510 15 7% 15 9| 16 of W6 4 6 O
1032 .. 17 1| 355 2| 14 9] 15 3| 10 1 I5 11 15 11
1933 . 16 o 14 3 14 © 14 7 15 2 15 2 15 ©
1934 s 16 6| 15 o 14 7| 15 4| 16 2| 15 9 15 8
1935 . 16 to 15 8| 15 3 15 7 6 5 15 1o 16
1635 Mar. Qtr. | 16 61 15 6! 14 1x 15 5 15 3| 15 11 15 11
W dJune ,, 15 6| 1§ 74 14 11| 15 4| 16 71 15 10 1§ 1x
o  Sept. ,, 17 1| 15106 15 7} 15 9| 16 6| 15 o 16 4
w Deec. 17 1 15 10 15 3 15 8| 16 4 15 10 16 4
1936 Mar. ,, 16111 15 8| 15 B 15 s 16 3| 1510 16 2

House RExT {WEICHTED AVERAGE, 4 AND 5 Rooms CoMBINED).

1907 . 11 10 g 1 5 8| 10 2 g 2 8 1 oIl
10911 .. 14 o 11 5 7 6| 14 1 10 6 g o 12 3
1921 . 19 9 16 5 12 7 16 2 4 9 7 7 17 3
1927 ol 2z 2| 201} 16 8| 1810 B 5| 10 4 20 7
1931 o) ozo 6) 17 41 13 7)) 15 3} 17 7] B o 18 o
1932 . 17 11 16 4 12 10 13 10 16 2 17 4 16 4
1933 | 17 3| 16 | 13 7| 1311 | 15 .x| 17 2 16 1
Y934 . 17 5| 16 2| 1310 14 o©| 15 1r 17 4 16 2
1935 N 1710 | 17 ©o| 14 5| 14 9| I5 10| 17 IO 16 g
1935 Mar. Qtr. | 17 7| 6w | 14 2| 14 7| 15 9| 17 8 % 7
s June . 17 7 1% 11 14 35 14 8 15 @ I7 o 16 3
»  Sept. ., 1710} 17 1| 14 6| 14 9 1510 | 1711 16 11
- Dec. ,, 13 2 17 2 14 5 14 II 15 11 17 11 17 ©
1936 Mar. 18 4 v 7| w4 7| 15 1 16 4| 183 1 i7 3
Foob, GROCERIES, aND House REnT COMBINED.

1907 . i1 o 9 11 810l 10 6} IX 1M o 2 0 5
1911 ‘e 12 1 10 9 0 o 12 4 13 5 10 1o | A S
1921 . 0 9 g 6 17 6| 19 6 19 8] zo1r 19 Io
1927 . 21 2| 19 II 18 0| 20 ol 19 6] 19 9 20 3
1931 . 18 7| 16 4| 1410 15 7} 17 1 16 11 17 1
1932 .. 17 4| 15 7| 14 1 I4 9} 16 1 16 5 16 1
10933 . 16 5 14 IO 12 10 14 4 15 4| 15 10 15 ¢
1934 . & 10 15 5 14 3 I4 10 16 1 16 3 I5 1o
935 . .. 17 2| 16 2| 1411 15 31 16 2 6 7 16 4
1935 Mar. Qtr. | 16 12| 18 o 14 81! 15 1} 16 1| 16 6 16 2
» June ,, 16 11 16 1 14 9| 15 3 16 3| 16 6 16 2
o Sept. . 17 5| 16 3| 15 2| 15 5| 16 3| %6 6 15 6
»w Dec 1y 6 16 4| 15 3 15 5 16 2 5 7 w7
1936 Mar. ,, 17 5| 16 47 315 3| 15 4| 16 3| W B 5 7

iy
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11. Price Details, 1985.—The summarized results of price-movementa
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries
for each month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian
Statistics. In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report, the average
retail price of each item of the food and groceries group during 1935 is
given for the 30 towns included in the investigation. Information with
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and Bnnually
in the Labour Reports. In appendices to Labour Report No. I, particulars
were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities for the years
190I to 19IT. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues detailed information
will be found regarding retail prices and rents during each year.

§ 3. Food, Rent, Clothing and Miscellaneous.
THE “ALt ITEMS ” INDEX—{"“C " SERIES).

1. General.—The following section includes the results of investigations
into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering into housenold
expenditure divided into four main groups:—Food and groceries; rent;
clothing ; and miscellaneous. This series of index-numbers has been
designated the “ All Items > (“C ” Series) index. It has hecome important
because of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from 1st
May, 1934, for the fixation and adjustment of wages controlled by that

urt. .

The tabulation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following
the recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage which was
appointed in 1919 to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the
several items and amounts which make up that cost.

{ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five years,
(iil) How the basic wage may Be auntomatically adjusted to the rise

. and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November,

1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was ag follows :—

Royal Commisgion on Basic Wage—(Qost of Living, st November, 1920,

Particulars. Sydpey. ; Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perih. Hobsart.
£ s.d| £ a.d| £ a.d| £ s d] £ ad| £ ad
Rent . 1 2 0 1 o 6f oI17 ol o19 6| 019 ©] 010 o©
Food .. 2 6 9] 2 6 2 2 3 ¥} 2 7 2| 2 411 2 8 1x
Clothing I 7 06| 1 9 0O 1 6 o] 1 8 3 1 7 9 1 9 2
‘Miscellaneous 1 I 41 1 ot 1T o I 11 2 1 2 3| ©19 10
Total(a} ..} 517 31| 516 6| § 6 2| 516 1| 31311 516

{a) Welghted Averasge Six Capltals—Es 155. 8d, W
The corresponding cost of the commodities and services mcluded (which
are fully set out in the first Report) for the years 19I4 to 1920 was as
follows :—
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Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, ete., 1914 to 1920,

Years. Sydaey. Melboutme, | DBrisbone. Adelaide, Perth. Hobart.
vty £ s d| £ s d| £ sd} £ sdl| £ os.d| £ s d

1914 I 31211 3 7 9| 3 4 ©f 311 2] 312 9| 3 6 o
1915 4 1 67 316 9| 31x 3 319 o 317 I 315 1
1916 4 4 6 317 5| 31310 319 7| 4 1 2{ 315 6
1917 4 9 8] 4 2 2| 319 3[4 3 2] 4 4 2] 4 410
1918 414 81 4 810] 4 6 o) g1011| 4 9 2] 4 8 6
1919 5 5 3| 418 5} 41510 5 2 6| 5 ¢ of 5 o 4
1920 517 1 516 6] 5 6 23 516 1 5 13 11 5 16 II

In answer to the third clause of the inguiry, the Commission recom-
mended that “ a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
asig described in Clanse 1).”  After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician
a3 to methods of collection and tabulatien, the Government decided that the
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics.

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the
cost of living since 1620 according to this standard are given hereafter.

z. Methods and Regimen Adopted.—The Commission was concerned
principally with ascertaining variations in the cost of the adopted regimen,
which is described as the “Indicator List” contained in the Report. It
a, peared’ however, that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau
would have been somewhat impaired if limited in the manner suggested by
the Commijssion, and it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed
inquiry the method of index-numbers already used in the investigations
into variations in the cost of food, groceries and housing.

The ordinary expenditure of a household hes been grouped under four
heads—(i) Food and groceries; (ii) housing ; (ii) clothing; and (iv) other
requircments {miscellaneous). )

It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent, the
commodities, method, and weighting already in use, and the commodities and
quantities conform very closely with those given in the ““ Indicator Lists ” of
the Commission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain
type of 5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed
for house rent, but the figures quoted by this Burean covering 4 and 5-roomed
houses, and not confined to any particular type, fairly represent variations
in the rent for the type of house described by the Commission.

Inquiries by this Bureou had been confined to food, groceries and housing,
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and
miscellaneous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission
collected a large amount of information as to duration of articles, and this
has been used 1n computing the index-numbers given in the following tables.

With regard to muscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
cost. of fuel and light, bousehold utensils, drapery, crockery and other items
in the “Indicator Lists ”’, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been
computed inithe same manner as for clothing. ’

The,item “groceries (not food) " has been omitted from miscellaneous
expenditure, though it was treated as such by the Commission, as the index-
aumbers for food and groceries already published by this Bureau cover the
articles allowed for under this heading, such as soap, candles, kerosene, &c.
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In respect to clothing and a considerable amount of miscellaneous
expenditure, it is impossible to lay down the more or less defirite grades or
qualities of articles, as is the case with food and groceries; but in order to
preserve the index as far as practicable as a measure of variations of prices,
and not of the * standard of living,” retailers have been asked to continue
to render the ‘price of the same ariicle for each period in respect of which
prices are supplied. The grade or quality of the article originally selected
would of course represent the ““ predominant,” or the grade most frequently
sold by the particular retailer at that time.

The regimen used for the original tabulation by the Bureau has been
somewhat modified to accord with present-day usage, and the folivwing repre-
sents the clothing and miscellaneous items adopted:-from the March Quarter
of 1935-—the regimen for food and rent (4 and 5 rooms) being the same
as that appearing on page I4 of this Report. The grafting of the new
regimen to the old followed the lines adopted in the case of food and
groceries, particulars of which will be found on page 13.7

The Regimen for Clothing and Miscellapeous Items.

Masy Unit* Mass Unit*
Item. (e capita). Ttem. {ar capita)
CIOTHING—MEN, CLOTHING—WOMEN—voniinued,
Suit— s
kirt—
To measure . .22 S vl e,

Heudy-made (tweed) .. .22 ‘}}“c:g':dde chine . - ;‘;
Ready-made (worated) e .22 Bituse— :
Hat—Fclt {Australing} %.00 ik .38
50‘\’}'1‘ Cotton .. .. 2.78

00 t.00 Brassicie .. . . 4.00

Cashmerc (plam) 2.50 Undervest—
TI . 2.30 Wool . N .. .50
- z.00 Silk .. .. .. .50

Collar-—-&ami-son, white .00 Cutton 1.00

Uandlerchel— Dloomers— . o '
Eot.ton . .e ae 4.00 Wuieeyette . . .33

10en - .- - 4-00 Artsilk . .. . T

Bracea .- - - +133 Cottor .. .. .. .33

e Nightidreas—

Bc?;. g .. . 0 4.00 Winceyette .. . .33

S . . .. .67 ArtSilk .. . . .33
t:rool . cofm .. . 67 Cgt.l.on .. .s .13

‘ool an . o .67 \\'mcs etie .. . .31
Cotton . . <67 Art Sif .. . .. 33
Undcl 1?nnta— Cotto . 11
. . .67 o . :
Wool and couon - . ‘6 &’,’;e“:’ stip-—six - . A
Cotton . o . -67 Dressing Gonn

Pyjamas— Wool . . . .11
Wynceyette .. .. 67 Silk o . . R

Trgougcr':— - - . -67 Cotton . .l . .11
Working (Cotton Tweed) .. 2.00 31?353‘;“},,@_‘“’“ . ’ 4-00

Qvercont— ilk .50
Tweed .- .- . .13 Art Silk 1.50
Waterprond .. . 13 Cashimere 1.50

Umbrella .. . .. .33 Lisle 1.50 °*

Pullover .. .. .. +33 Gloves—

Bonts— Wool . . ‘e .50
Best (box cail} ‘e .. .50 silk . . . 50
Working . 1.33 Fabric .. . . 50
Repaire (sole and heol) .. 3.00 Skin o .. o .30

Top Coat—
CLOTHING—WOMER. weed .. .. . WT3
Yelour .. .. . I £
Golfer—Wooi . .33

Hat .. . a .. 1.50 Umhrella . . Calse .33

Costume—Wlnter .. .. .33 Shors—

Frock— Best, (enther) .. ‘1.00
Cotton (Summcr) .. .. .17 Second (leather) .. 1. 00
Bilk . .. .1y Repairs (3ole and eel) .. 200

¢ The tofal cost of each group Is multiiplied by a group * weight ™ representlng the proporﬂon of
the population covered by the group,

1 The revised regimen recommended by the 1936 Conference of Hfatisticlgns and adoplted from
September Quarter, 1936, wlil be Jound In Appendix X.
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The Regimen for Clothing and Miscellaneous Items—eondinuved,

Mass Unit* , ) ' Muss Unit*
. Hem. (per capita). Ttem. {yer caplta).
-
r CLOPHING-—BOY {tof YRaRs). CLOTHING =BT (3} YRARE —continned,
Overcosts. .. .e .33 Py jilnag— ‘
Snit . . 1.00 Winceyeite .. .. 5.00
Panta ‘. . 7.00 Cotton o . .. 1.00
Jotgey | .. .. .. .50 Doots,  Best. . .- .. .00
Byminer Coad .. . 1.00 Shoes . ve .. 2,00
g rki .. .. .. 4.00 Repairs (Sofe and Heol) .. 1,00
tocl 114 ‘e +e .
Bat_ngs—(io 4-00 MIBCELLANEOUS—HOUIENGLD DRAPERT.
Straw .. “ ‘e .50 Blankota—
&Soft - o t.00 Db palr ., . o 07
Bp” .. .- 1.co 4.1 paic .. . .. 14
TACES . . o 1.00 lQuiit—
gi'e leta—n .- . 2.00 D.B.—Marcella - . a7
o 6 5.1 —Mareella . . .10
: - - -7 Sheets—
Woaol and(}ut.wn .. .. .67 LK. palr . . .56
Cotton . i v 67 8B pait .. 1.00
Pyjamas— Millow Slip .. , i, $.00
Winceyette e o &7 Towel o 3.00
Bo%?':l_on e A ' .67 Talle-¢loth (\\'lnte) tull’ .. .20
teath ‘I'nkle Rapkin, . ot . 1.00
Eeat. (icather) . . 1.00 Window Curtains--
Echaool (leather) .. ‘e 2.00 Siik it 25
Repaits {Sole and hoel) .. z.00 t',‘ot,t‘oll:l'? D-'d.? "“

CLOTHING~-GIRL {7 YEARS). MISCRLLANECTUA—IIOTSENOLD UTBNSILS. -

Cup and Sauncer (Btone Chinn) .. 1.00
s'—"{f‘“" . .- - Plate, Diuner (Stone China) e 1 oo
.. ve 13 Jug, Quart {3tone China) . 1.00

Wool snd Cotten .. .. 33 Teapot { Brownware} .. v .2

Cotto .- - +13 Toilet Set . 05
Blw_mem-- Basin, Pudding (enamelled) .. .00

Waool N s .. 50 Dinper Set (Stove China] .. .05

Cotton ., - - z.c0 hea Sck (Stoae Chins) - - “08
Petticoat— ‘Tumbler .. . .. 1.00

Winter . .. +e 50 Kattle—

Summer .. . . 30 Enamelied (5-pint) .. .. 10
Drega— Alumimum {s-pint) . .. 20

Wool o o . .00 Saucepan, Alumitviom (3 pinty .. .20

Sk .. .e e 1,00 Hucket Gaivapized .. .20

Cotion . .. - 2.00 Colander, Tin .. o .10
Jumper .- -- . B Dipper, Tin .. . .- .10
Hat .. 2.00 Brofin—

Cap .- . .- 1.00 Millet o . . .13
Pyjamas— Sott . o ; R

Winceyetta . . .33 Brush—

Cotton .- .- . a3 Nannister .. .. . 1.00
Sacks .- .- . 2.00 Serubbing .. e .. 1.00
Stocklngs . - . .00 Blnek tead . - - - .00
Top_Coat— Knite—

Wool . v . 17 Table, stainiess .. . .08

Walerproof. . .. .- a7 Dessert, sknlnlesa . .. 0%

onta— Bpoon-—

‘Beﬂt {leather) . .- .67 Tea, whitemetal .. . 0%

School (leather) . 1.33 Dessert, whitemetal .. - .05

Repnirg {(Bole and Hecl} .. 2,00 Table, whitemetal .. .. .08

Fork—
. - Dessert, whitemetal . . ‘- -
CLoTmMSo—Bov {3} YEARS). Lt bl ‘ 'O;
Overcoat ‘e L .. .33 MISCRLLANEOUS—FUEL AND LIIAT.t
S e

Ligh .. .. I .50 F“pl—“ ood, ewt, .. 7.50
Paﬂf:"’ . o » . :gg nghb—]:.let.tru: Ijghtlug, unlé .. 2,50
Pullover-~Woopi .. .. ALt
Blonase Coat .. N .. I.00 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS.

Shirt - . .. .- .00
Socka N .00 !
q.t.ocking&—-»ﬁolf . .. .00 Union Dues . .. . 1
Hat . .-+ .. .. L6y lodge Dues .. . .- t
Cap . e .. .. LG7 Medicine . .. !
Rraces .. .. .. I.00 Newspapers . . . b4
Singleﬁ-— Reereation .. .. e t
0ol .. .. JBy Smoking e . .. b4
Wuol and Cotton . .- R TFares . . . t
Cotton e . .. 67 Sehiool Requlsites . . 3

* The total cost of cach group is multiptied by a group ™ weight ', represcating the proportion of
the populstion covered by the group.
The “monse unit ™ shown s the amonnt allowed for a week.
+ A definite amount per week ia allotted for cach of these iterna.
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The five divisions into which the group clothing is divided are somewhat
arbitrary, but were those adopted by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage
1920. The groups for men and women are regarded as being applicable to
peraons aged eighteen years of age and upwards. The group for a boy aged
ten and a half years is taken as representative of both sexes from nine to
seventeen years ; the group for a girl aged seven as representative of the cost of
boys and girls from four to eight years ; and the group for the boy aged three
and a half years is representative of the cost of children under four years,

3. Base,—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some tirne
a3 base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating
to the month of November, 1914. This period was adopted owing to the
difficulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and
midCellaneous items for earlier periods. While the index-numbers for 1914 in
the following tables relate to the mounth of November, they may be accepted
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. As a base for
comparing different places, the weighted average cost for the six capital
cities was taken, and the aggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made
equal to 1,000, The index-numbers were computed to this base up to and
including the December Quarter,1929. In accordance with the decision of a
Conference of Statisticians that a post-war period should be adopted as base,
an alteration was made as from 1st January, 1930, and the index-numbers
in the following tables have been computed vo a post-war base, viz,, the
weighted average cost in the six capital cities during the five-yearly penod—
1923-1927-—the average annual aggregate expenditure in this period being
iade eqial to 1,000. This new series may be converted to the 1914 base
by multiplying the index-nambers in the various sections by the following
multipliers :—Food—1.5601; rent—.5408; food and rent—1.5528;
clothing—1 .3263 ; miscellaneous——1.335r ; and all items—1.4556. To
convert the 1914 base index-numbers to the 1g23-27 base, on the other
hand, multiply the former by the following factors :—Food—o0.64116;
rent—0.64872; food and rent—0.64384; clothing—o0.75412; miscel-
laneous—o0.74801 ; all items—o.6871s. -

4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations were extended
to the five principal towns in each State_ for the.months of November,
1927, and May, August and November, 1922, and quarterly for the year
1923 and subsequently. It was considered unnecessary to obtain information
for previous years regarding prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements
in towns other than the capitals, while so far 6s the capitals were concerned,
details were already available in the Report of the Royal Commission on the
Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly
for all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are available. )

5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 to March Quarter 1936.—
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) food and groceries;
(ii) housing; (iil} food, groceries and housing combined ; (w) clothing ;
(v) miscellaneous requirements; ard. (vi) food and groceries, housing,
clothing, and miscellaneous requirements combined.



30

Foop, ETC., CLOTIING AND MISCELLANEOUS.

Food and Groceries.—Index-Numbsrs—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities
during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000).
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Honsing (4 and 5 rooms)—Index-Numbers—30 Towns;  Weighted Avernge Six
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000). (** €’ Series.)
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Woeighted Average Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927, as
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1935 Mar. Qtr. Bz3i 1,044] 768| Bgo| 8z23]| B4o| Boz| 938! 212l Bsi|roor| gos| TIT T45
W June -, B2y 1,055| 773) o903 832] 044 oo03| 930 Bo# Boslrora| goy| THI ) TEO
w Seph. Boof roq7 776) o1B| 84| BaBll oo 931 81| 816l 9v3i orxel 7BE | 793
o Dee, o 828 07| 7Br[ oar| 86o] B4B|| gea] o51) Bry| 83s| 54| 917 VBB | P84
1086 Mur. Qtr. ; 8321 1,080 285 R:_ 864 m:“ o16| o045| 808 834 os3] orgl 788 | 795
2 (e) For Index-nurabers for Capital Citles, Years 1913 L0 1920, ses pago 36.
2041~



Foop, ETC.,, CLOTHING AND MISOELLANEOLJ.

M
Miseellanoous.— -Numboras—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during
the Sve-yearly period 1928-1927 as baso (= 1,000). (*C * Series.) )
¥.5.W . —INDEX-NUMBERS. V1eToORIA.—INDEX-NUMBLRS.
s |2 8 .
Pertod. = [ ] & |, a . . ! R
| 3] BB E|Ba 5] 5 5 5|2 (244
H g 1 a Z |&2=l1 B s S| § | E, igas
sl B e 2] 2 (S84 2R B 8 |SE(TEE
@ 2| 8| 8| & |eks]| 9 & i s | EE [EaF
NHov, 1914 {0} 266 o .. .- .. - a8 .. .. ve o ..
o 1920 .. |ERG0O | 995 | 1,102 st 0By | 1,011 J|1,021 | 36 | 1,012 |1,033 | 8Bo |101%
Yenr 1930 .. 7,040} 035 [5,04T | 905 | 924 (1029 |1 973 o922 935 | 938 | Bsal o967
w 1931 .. |1,013 | o0B |1,025 | oz | gro |reo3 || o930 | 8oz ors| Eo8 | Bes| 93e
w 1033 .. | eob [ oor| oB4q B83| 863 | 086 || oz5) 8821 oro| 886 | Baz} g2t
w 1033 .. | ¢88 ] orz| e85 871 | 897 970 | o916 | 8747 o4 | 885 | B2y | ouz
w 1933 .. | ors| 921 | o338 867 | 864 | 960 || ora | 7y | ooB| 8Bo| Bas| gux
w1935 .. 96 | 927 | 9b4 868 | 867 9re g2z | 880 | ogz2 873 85r | 918
1935 Mar, Qir. | 9356 | o930 | g9oo| 876 | 87z 9rr || 924 806 | o8| 8oz | B4z | g2z
» June 9771 934 | 965 | Byz} 867 ( 93l o21] 873 | oguz| 86 838 | 912
o Bept. 935 1 921 osB | 864 7 868 970 gz0 ] 881 926 | 86 853 | ord
o Dot 975 a12 044 861 86z 965 924 870 922 863 866 gty
1936 Mat. Qtr. | 9771 gor | o040 | 866 | 869 | gbo grg | BBo | g2o | 866 | 864 [ 916
QUEEHSLAND.— [N DEX-IHOMBERA. 30073 AUSTRALLA —INDEX-NUMBEES.
F g g ;
od. ; ; i 13,8 ;| £ : ;
Porl g | % m sl £ (23 2 |4 .m.m E £|.% mm
2 m ] g ..m m .m £ g g m 3 mﬂ W R m 55 £
) = 3
m S|22182| & |28 % 1838 & | =3 (25 |g23
Nov. 1914 (o) 928 .. .. ‘. e .. 0| .. .. .. . .
w 103 .. | 044 | 953|100z [T,009 | 988 | gs8 || 5031 | 1,068 | 1,068 | 1,032 | t,000 | 1036
Year 2930 .. ] 93r§ 943 | gob | onz .m: gyt {|ro19| oot | 989 | 9r3{ oro |rozs
w tg3t .. | a23: 933y Bezl 9v4 o8 | 922 || 9971 ¢bol| o531 9621 o064 | o003
w 1932 .. | oo7 | orr| 884 | o6 | 898 | ooB || 87! 9487 939 | 966 937 | ofly
w 1933 .. | ooo| ogop| BEX | o973 | By | por || 983 | 944 9de | 957 | 936 | gfo
oo 1534 .. goo | 9oz | B#6 | 067 | 8gr| ooo 970 | 937 944 | 940 | 958 | 973
e 1935 .. ) vos| go9 | 877 |ro15 | 9290 | o5 || o973 | 941 931 | 937 | 968 | 9bo
1935 Mar. Qtr. | oz | osr| 881 | 989 | grg| IO i 939 93| 940 942 | 967 | 975
w June ,, | o1z | g3 | 876 |x00f | gzq| orz |l 97a{ 937| 929 | 93B | 967 g¢r0
»  Sepb. @mm goB | 875 (1,023 | 935 Boo [ 9FI | S4s | 914 | $36 | 968 | 963
» Dee 585 | go4 | 870 (1,030 | o043 | Bol || 9631 947 | 901 | 932 | 970 | obs
1936 Mar. Qtr. § 886 | goa | B78 |1038 | ogas Borll o961 | 948) ogor| 924 | 9r1 938 _
WESTERK AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- TASMANIA —INPEX-NUMBLTE. o o
WOUMBELS. eg\e
- -
: g < g s |8 ; Mﬂ m
Porld. [28(2F] g | = | § {2 E 98l =8 ey
mm rm gl g1 Sl £ s & % [E9 25 |22
sEigd s S 3 |B8) BB E| 58|58 80|58
o T =
SEIRE| S| B | Sek( 2 |a|E] &S |kel25 |22
Nor. 1914 (G} slaf .. .. . .. . 600 .. . .. .. . 749 .
w193 .. | 1,029 1,030 5,016] o77| 1,102 10200 ¢32| 98s| o941 o6l gsol 9352|1010 [1,009
Year 1930 .. | 979t 970 920 930|1,002) 976 gouf Beg| Bzo] 8ss| SoB| Bor 90 | 99D
w 131 .. | 966 g98y| gos| Bos| gro 08_ By fo3| Biel 83| fos| 74 073 | 963
w 1932 .. { 934 967 o Bgsi oyo| 053}t B66| 863 8ag) Bagl Bog| S6of 958 | 950
. 1933 .. | o0as| 963 B8os| Bo4] 0661 945] 860 8641 B2sl 8z 8og| As6] 950 | D44
w 1034 .. | 942 o611 goa| Boef o066 ons2f| Bx5| 864 B25| 823 Bo4| 853 944 | 939
w 1935 ..t 927 ors| o:s| oool o7zl o3ffl B38| 864| o3| 8ar| 624| 55 946 | 944
1935 Mar. Qbr. | 941 ovel o23] ogos| o7y 43l B8s7 Brol 7Bof 834 823| 857 080 | 845
o June 5 b o932 uwm 923 ozz| o74| o33) 864 865 oo 83g| Bz3| B39 847 | 642
n Sept. 9231 9 928 goa| arol gzr|| 857 B6ay 7oz 63o Bay| 8se 944 | 939
w Dec. ,, | 012l o970l 928) voy| 967 a9l Baz| Bsol 7oo| B3zl Bz6| Sab 943 | 538
1936 Mar, Qtr. | 91z] org w»a_ goz| 96 o;: 845 m?‘_ fop| 832] 826 m&_ 04! | 036

i) ¥or index-tumbers far Caplia) Citles, ¥Yearns 1913 to 1520, se¢ page 36.
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~Numhers—30 Towns; Weighted A e Bix

Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base ( L000). (*cC > Serles.)

N.8.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS, VIGTORLA ~~INDEX-NUNBERS,
Perlod, s | B ; I R , : |
=3 - : . -
By ] g |25 a 5 o X
g1 gl g £ EEE 31588 E . |55%
? (| E s | B F 134 3 ) 3 i s Z |258
& 5 -] = Mmoo (Eas] = =] o |EE |BaF
Nov. 1512 (@) Iz .. . ‘e . .s &rr va .e ve ‘e ..
w o t9zt .. | 5,016 | 1,041 973 { 1,033 947 | 1,042 || 1,003 9% | 1,002 | 1,019 | 1,034 | I,003
Year 1930 .. | 1,026 ] 991 73 | 1039 | 6959 | 1072 s6 | 909 926 o1y 3 T
" 19331 .. ‘qzz 838 332 '922 867 [$1:] 346 Bod 83 82z g%o g:a
w 1932 .. | 867 Byo| B34 | 877 | Bro | He3 Big | »76 | & 794 | 838 | 821
w 1933 .. | 832 81pJ Bob| By3 | Bor | d30 | 891 rbo{ 789 | 77z | Biz | 87
o 1034 .. 84z 83| Bro| &sz &o7 841 8ot 231 811 782 826 for
e ID35 . 852 856 819 B6e | Bry 852 824 803 820 B2y 1134 824
193% Mar, Qtr, 840 1L faz Bor Sor 810 820 795 813 819 840 B1g
W June Bqq | B52 | BiB| 854 B1a | B4 Bza | poy i Bz4 | 822 | Bs0o | Ba0
» Beph 8§51 857 821 fgs f17 86 827 Bob 826 B26 B840 827
» Dec. ,, 8637 Bop | 816 | 8yr | 824 | B62 828 | Br3 | 816 | 828 | B5r | 828
1536 Mar. Qir. 863 86y :11) 1134 taa BGz2 828 o0 BoB 823 B8 826
QUEERSLARD. —INDEX-N UMBERS. SOTTH ADSTRALTA.—INDEX-NUMBLRE.
3 u‘ 3
Perlod. o ] 8 R ag0 & : LR
a s | g q |83 2 |ga43| & FRET
1RIB IR R I
= ] s |s8g 2% I 2 ki ;
5| 2| 82182 | £ |233) § (833 & |8 |35 (853
Nov. 1914 (a) 611 ‘e . - .. .. 699 . . . . -
w1921 .. 231 949 | orz jrez 904 | p41 || o8g | o3d (o023 |r020 | 948 | o9z
Year 1930 .. 855 | BBs | 8681 883 | 88z 863 osz | B85 97 | o918 gSo 048
w1931 L. 7o8 1 816 Bob } B2y | Bas 801 837 834 831 By B36
o 1832 .. 764 788 770 794 27 708 Boz 772 791 816 548 Box
o 1933 .. FE3d 728 752 ¥62 7| s 789 147 762 8oo | 832 78r
w IDAE .. 4062 785 759 ) 750 761 iy 8ob 758 978 Soo 832 Boy
w 1935 .. | 78071 7Bs| 2¥6 ¢ 2Bo| 969 780 il Bz0 | 63| rBo | Boog | B33 | 8ar
1935 Mar, Qtr. | #7a | 780 264 | rrv | 68| irg B1g | 758 784 Boz | B35 | Bix
w Juoe .| 7r6| mol vy | 78| 60| 776 || Bro | 739 ) 785 ¢ 8Bog | 833 | Bif
o  Bopt L, 287 | 776 ] er6| voB| wrr b i 823 707 75T 811 833 §z0
R F 283 | P84 7o5| Beg | yyy | 78s 825 767 7gr 818 | B8z8 | 822
1036 Alar, Qtr. | 787 | 82} 799 | 86| grs| 788 || Bz3 | 761 | Foe | Brr | B39 | 8z20
WRBETERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- TASMANIA . =~INDEX-NUMBERS. T
NUMBERS. Bd |2
= -
. . . B5 |2
Period, P I S P B ¢| E | %5 (X,
: glagrsiglzal 2] .| 8| 5 28|38 58
gl 2|32 sl £l 2] e| B % (2:) 58|25
=R R 3|88 2| 8 AR AR EMES
G = ) B = | @
Sla 2|a|s|z=jda|3|a|d]| & |s<|25|z8a
Hov, 1914 {2} 207 .. .. e . . 687 .. e .. . . 687 ..
n 1ozt .. | 1,008 1,048] 1,030 1,045] 1,056] 1,020|| 1,070, 2,062 Loy 904| 1,038 Losy| LS (1,013
Tong 1920 ., gr7?| 988] obg 9b66]| roze| 97gl 955 w49 18] g20f o949| o511 9E | 97)
wo THIT L. 835 937 8}'3; 817 ’951 8otf| &7 65 37 ,8ar| 3ZEr| #6g| BT 870
w1032 .. 840 o0a0) 844 Bzl ooaf B85zl Busf B3zl 81d "8Bool Bys| 838 830
w1833 .. Bir] 937 8:.1: 824 851 825 825 81y 78| yraj Beyl Bzo| BOG 208
w1934 .. B30l 975 8zs| Bga| 866! S| Bapp Bz8] 780 787l £76] Bax| BIT| 816
o+ T0I% .. 1,011 B29' 86% 886 B48| 840| 834 roz; Sor] Sr3) 84| 8321 83t
1035 Mar. Qtr. | 83310030 821l Bsol 8ol 848 Bas| 814 486 Bo3| Byy| 40| B24| B2t
» Juns 31,?l ,o1r| 831, 8rof BBy 8sil] B840l B34l ool vos| 848 B4z 827 | 027
w  Zept. . 833 z,000| B33 B64f BB Bar|| B50[ 830, o4 208 871| Bso| BIT| B3
w Dee. B3ri 1,019 Aie 868 834 847l 6so| Bazj 7obHl 8op| 866 B4al 83F | 938
1956 Mar, Gtr. 834I 1,021 s:sl 87zl Bogf Bsoll Bsg| Bas 794| 8cy| B65| 844 836 ] 638

{a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, Years 1915 to 1920, tee page 36.
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Total Household Expenditure.
Tue “ Ay ITens ” InpEx—(** C " SeRIEs).

8ix Capital Cities, 1815-1920.—Index-Numbers showing for the Sizx Capital Cities the
Expenditure on Food and Groceries, Housing (4 and 5 rooms), Clothing and
Miscellaneous Household Expenditure : Weighted Average Expenditure in the Siz
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base of each Section

{==1,600}.
8
Perlod. Sydoey. | Melbourpe. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. Capi?a!a.
{0}
Foop anp QroUERIES.

Nov. 1915 .. 844 835 8éo 858 819 858 84z
» 1016 .. 833 791 548 835 854 goy 812
w1017 .. 877 798 25 Bos 823 949 836
. I018 .. B77 843 882 862 816 918 861
w 1010 .. | 1073 975 1,069 1,012 987 i Logr | 1,026
. 1920 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,293 1,200

Hovsing (4 AND 5 Roowms),

Nov, 1015 .. 780 611 472 574 581 571 659
w1016 .. 791 623 467 573 592 574 665
o I9I7 .. 797 657 492 606 602 586 685
o 1018 832 690 526 656 619 614 722
S 011 866 744 604 707 630 746 768
s 1920 o8o 8o7 634 783 718 904 851

Foop, Groceries anp Housixe.

Nov. 1915 .. 825 756 722 758 734 756 777
w1916 .. 818 732 648 742 w61 724 260
w1917 .. 848 748 707 734 748 d20 782
PP 21 £ S 861 ggz 756 789 246 8ro 812
»w X0T9 .. | 1,000 3 904 994 867 936 934
w1920 .. 1,138 1,074 945 1,068 973 1,155 1,082

CrLoTHING.

Nov. 1015 .. Bos 707 6g0 821 760 B33 792
w 1916 go3 870 779 919 849 940 88y
" 1917 1,009 976 8g9 1,049 oS0 1,041 o)z
o IOX8 .. 1,102 1,103 1,025 1,066 1,135 1,200 1,007
w  T0I9 .. 1,23% 1,213 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 1,238
w1920 .. 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 1,359 L430 | 1,365

MISCELLANEOUS,

Nov. 1915 .. 708 770 756 8oz 822 770 786
» IOIE .. 808 384 766 832 869 780 8oz
w1917 . 880 79 836 883 926 865 882
W Io18 .. 988 950 931 983 | 1035 945 972
w1019 . 1,059 1,016 068 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
w1020 . 1,200 5,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 LI94

‘Torar, HovspEoLD EXPENDITUEE. )

Now. 1915 .. 816 768 721 780 755 776 782
» 1016 .. 836 773 698 798 800 783 795
w1917 ., 892 Ba23 773 832 832 870 B4z
w1918 .. 938 8go B4B B8y 885 923 905
»  IQTQ ., 1,005 028 981 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022
[ (- 1,193 I,072 1,054 1,164 I,II11 1,213 1,166

(o} Weighted Average of sach Section=1,000.
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Relative Expenditure on Food and Groceries, Honsing (4 and § Rooma), Clothing, and
Miscellapeous Household Expenditure in 32 Towns. Basis of Table—Weighled
Average Ezpenditure in 8ix Capital Cities, during the five-yearly period 1923-1927

= 1,000.
1934- 19335,
- o
g P : 4 g .
I ‘oW a - o
: o s g 28| g 5 2 =3
EES v ?7 Cis z W &% 2 -sg
iy (50| 53 %5 (85 2 | 2 | 4%
Eler | 2| 2 [3%%|z8 (52 3 338
E S |l=" kS 2 |[HeR "§ 2 |&« L)
e lhxl 8 | 2 |88 &8 w2 & Smd
New South Walss—
Bydney . s 319 185 172 166 842 335 18y 171 167 S5z
HNewcastla .. 322 168 187 157 | 834 333 178 Wy | 158 856
Broken HIll .. . 354 137 160 &8 819 351 137 157 164 819
Goulburn ‘. . 315 174 215 148 852 3z 153 212 148 Boo
Bathurst . .e 310 1143 184 147 o7 319 13 18z 148 By
Weighted Average .. 390 18z 174 1658 V5 326 187 73 166 | Bs:
Vigtoria—
Melbourns s .e 289 172 185 155 8o1 303 181 133 157 824
Ballarat [ . 299 130 194 149 781 314 T43 197 150 go3
Bendigo o wo] 303 | rgo| 234 | 254 Srr | ar3 ] 146 | 204 | 257} Bz0
Geelong . 204 157 181 130 78z 308 173 194 149 | 824
Wnrrnnmbool .. . 303 170 212 141 826 31_6 179 210 145 830
Welghted Avetage N 290 | 169 ¢ 18y 155 [ Bor 304 178 185 157 | bBay
Queenstand—
Briabane* e .e 281 47 181 1%3 762 233. 153 178 154 780
Toowoornba .. ‘e 268 56 207 154 78s 283 159 188 155 »8s
Rockhampton .. .. 296 136 | aBB | xg9 | 739 | ave | 12¥ 190 149 776
Chartets Towers e arz ]| 109 | 1yzl x6s| 750 ] 3B | tes ) eys i oiya| 89
Warwlsk . e 2B3 133 [ 193 | 152 761 292 1357 182 155 759
Weighted Avarage co ] 282 | mas | 184 | 3sa| 264 | 296 | wvsof 1Bo | 134 | 7Bo
South Australia— A
Adslnide . .. 296 149 195 166 806 30z 156 135 166G 8ao
EKadina, &¢, .. e 325 82 191 160 | 738 | 332 8¢ 187 160 | 763
Port T'itie . | 3oy | vaz | B3| 161 | 7B | are | :33 f 185 | 157 | 78p
Mount Gambier e 288 32 218 162 8oc 300 133 z16 160 Sog
Peterborough . .. 308 3§ 222 163 932 314 T4t 213 165 833
Weighted Average .s 298 I45 %5 166 8og 303 153 196 165 81y
Wastern Austealle— .
erth, &e. wa .- 312 165 188 161 830 317 169 190 b £1:] 834
Ealgoorlie, &e. o 38¢% 192 238 164 75 378 | 223§ 244 166 | 1,011
ham .e “r 328 166 177 154 25 330 163 178 158 820
Bunbury .. .. 327 | 165 193 152 | 843 328 172 { 210 | 155 | %65
Geraldton e o 36 o7 [ 189 | 164 | 866 327 | 200 193 166 | 886
Welghted Avcrage .. 118 171 192 161 G4z 322 173 194 139 848
Tasman(a—
Hobart . ‘e o4 184 203 146 83x | 306 189 208 145 | A40
Launceston .. e 296 164 221 147 828 308 166 216 147 834
Burnle .. ‘e 07 139 193 141 780 327 148 188 135 79z
Devonport .. .. kL 145 19% 140 787 313 156 190 142 Bor
Queenstown .. o | 348 150 zer | r3Fl 86| 350 | rss | 27} 14| 873
Weighted Average 303 1731 209 46| 83 L1 228 | are 145 | 841
Welghtcd Average for 3o
I']"‘ d A 8 Capital o4 | 165 | 183 wEo | M6 iz | mpG ]| 1Bz | 16e| Bar
Weighte wrana ap la
Clties . . . 303 172 i8¢ 161 BIT| 3Kz} 178 181 6l 83z
Townsvilla {Q.) {g) e 318 151 202 160 8s1 315 167 195 155 852
Tort Augusta (S.4.) () .. 451 128 | 2oz 161 822 140 151 By | 162 | S22

{a} Nat iscluded in above Weighted Avetages.
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§ 4. Retail Price Index«Numbers, 200 Towns.

I. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for

~-. the 30 towns specified in the preceding sections, a special investigation into
| prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This

f investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November,

. I9I5, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In

v November, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in

« regard to prices obtained in November each year relates, therefore, to 200
towns. The results of the first investigation were published in Labour

\ Bulletin No. 5 (Section IV., pages 26 to 33), and details respecting succeeding
\ investigations are incorporated in the Labouwr Bulletins and Reports issued

"] by this Bureau.

2. Results—1933 to 1935.—The base of the following table is the cost
of focd and housing (all houses} in the six capitals in 1911, and is to some
extent arbitrary, inasmuch as the element of rent in the base itself differs
from that contained in this table, but the index-numbers are comparable
throughout.

Column A showsa the relative cost of food in the various towns ; Column
B the relative cost of food and rent of 4-roomed houses; and Column C
the relative cost of food and rent of 5-roomed houses. The differencs between
Columns B and A, and (! and A, represents in each case the relative costs
of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses for each town. In comparing rents for
various towns therefore, these differences must first be ascertained in
order to make the necessary allowance for the differences due to food as
between towns. The last-mentioned factor may be ascertained from Column
A. .

Index-Numhars—Bost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1933,
1934, and 1935, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and
Rentforallhousesmthe&xﬂamtal Cities in 1911 as base (= 1,000).

1933, 1934, 1935,

November. Navernber. November.
State and Town. 5 -§‘§ Bo8| = |E-3|8.8] = 5.@5 5.-.5
S |§38|8s8| 5 |Uxa|Bzd| T |58 Bsi

28 | 5%=|5%<| T8 |&8g (85! 22 [E5=(53
G [S2Z(CE8) 5% 2T (C3R) 5% [98%1°8%
58 1952 958 28 (950|950 8 (st
&5 | 252 h%g =3 :?.Eg S33| 85 1832 r?-.Sn%

New South Wales-— A B ¢ A B c A B C
Albury .. . 258 | %,263 1 L340 836 | 1,280 | 1,364 846 | 1,311 | 15,408
Armidale .. . 768 | 1,122 | 1,290 817 | 1,109 | 1,247 865 | 1.220 | 1,273
Ballina .. .. Bs0 1 1,177 | 1,282 846 | 1,175 | 1,280 855 | 1223 1 13168
Bathursé ‘e . dr6 | z,180 | 1,233 882 | 1,217 | 270 887 | 1,229 { 1,310
Bega .- - 832 | 1,183 1,247 866 | 1,217 | L,2Br 896 § 1,as8 | 1,310
Benry . o 857 | 1,773 | I,252 gob | 222 | 1,301 o0 | 1,315 | I407
Blackheath . . 843 | 1,206 | 1,258 896 | 1,265 | 1,295 92¢ | 1,310 | I,33%
Bourke s .. 8ra | 1,208 | 1,33 892 | 1,221 1,352 gzo | 1,249 | 1,320
Bowral . .. By 1,202 | 1,25 8§76 | 229 | 1,337 893 | 1,258 | 1,392
Broken Hi .. . g0 | 1,253 | 1,362 973 | na3r3 | 1,418 978 | 1,311 | 1,418
Casino . ‘e 817 | 1225 | 1,344 832 | 1,240 | 1,359 00c | 1,352 | L4471
Cessnock - s 799 [ o063 | I,10% 834 | 1,703 1,046 Bgo | 17| 1,358
Cobar .e 1,060 | 1,228 } L2097 | 1028 | nzez ! 5378 | ro66 | nger | 1,329
Coorns .. . goo | 1,203 | 1,333 881 1,204 1,342 gég 1,202 1,439
Coonnmble .. . LBBE | xa73 | 1,248 g2y | 1,354 | 1,328 1,313 | 1.401
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Index-Numhbers—Cost of Food, Greceries, and Eousing in 208 Towns, elc.—continued,

1 . I934. 1433,
Nov%.-??het. Kovenber, Novem bor
s gia. % & 3 g @ & B e 48
State and Towa. s (B Bl 5 |E2B|E08| o |ELEE.8
B Bs3l8s8| B |EsE|%n5) % 152833
-ug g E“m =g | B2 EHIII Sg SR 1 g.oH
82 |osg1o83| 2= wgs SET] SE |CET (S5
9§ | 458 ‘ﬁg g |55E145E; z8 [99E | g5d
5 |37 (|95 B %8| %z8| B2 1322 (%38
WY el Eel | BO Bas |l e =Y fRalE | mel
Haw South Walet—contd, A n 4 A JH ¢ A B a
Cootatanndrn 77¢ | 175 | 1,291 831 | 246 | 1,360 868 | 1,300 | Tq19
Corrimal e v Yol 1,200 | I,209 861 | 1,253 | 1,321 878 { L.270 | 1,339
Cowra .. . 284 |- 1,210 | 1,278 851 | 1,313 | 1,408 88g | L3449 | 1,448
Cronulin .. . 831 1 1,247 | 1,340 G277 | 5286 | 1428 993 | 1,350 | 1,456
Deniliquin ‘e 867 1,198 1,324 o910 1,256 1,401 930 1,28z 1,433
Dubbo N y2z | 1,218 | 1,256 81z [ 1,311 | 1,372 887 | 1,302 | 1,468
Forles . ‘e 82 faye | 1413 866 § 1,289 | I404 930 | L37% | 1376
Gllgandta .. . 824 1 1,020 | 1,180 8g1 | 1,270 | 1,253 Ip | I,32% | 1,307
Glen Innes .. . yob | LIOo | 1,245 Soy | nabz | 1,288 S0 | L2730 | 366
Gonlbure .. .. 811 | n241 | 394 BEB | 1,300 | L,345 891 { 1,351 [ 1,377
Grafton N so0 | 1,218 | 1,363 823 1 1,287 | 1,440 86y | 39z | L5531
Grenfeil . 813 | 1,208 | 1340 89| X203 | 1,411 874 | 1,350 | 1471
Griflith .. . go1l } 1663 | 1,326 056 | 1,697 | 1,884 gﬁ: |- 1,715 | 1,828
Galgong e . 785 | 1,040 1,116 822} 1,000 | 1,152 65 | 1,101 1,266
Gurnadah . 771 | L3140 | 1,267 816 | 1177 | 1,343 823 | 1.234 | 7410
ay - grz | 1,260 | 1,436 945 | L2931 | 1460 50| 5,334 | N524
Inverell .. 11 | 1.236 | 1,301 851 | 1,300 | 1,382 93 | 1,383 | 1,501
Junee . Br4 | 1,265 | 1,393 86 | r3rr | ra9 8rz | 538z | ns5te
Katoomba ‘e 854 1,350 | 1,448 Br7 L4l 1,523 0r3 1,402 1,566
Kempsey .. .. B2r | 2361 1,333 853 | 1,238 | 1357 845 | 1233 | 1,342
Klama .. 86z { 1,152 | 1,320 35| nz225 | 14 nas | L,231 | 1,461
Wurel Xorrb .. e 792 | 1040 | I.I43 ar | 1,107 | 1,192 851 | 1,114 § 1,180
Leeton i . 854 | 1,413 | 1512 803 | 2480 | 1620 33 | 1,501 | 1,722
lismora .. e Br4 | 1,249 | 1,421 Y23 | r.300 | 145% Br8 | n411§ 1,531
Lithgow .. - Bz | 1,256 | 1,162 oo | 1226 | 1,234 oo4 | rayd | 1,718
Maitland . 270 | 1058 | na247 830 | 1,728 | 1,193 r7 1,101 | I.257
Moree .. .. 80 | paob | 1,505 925 | 14| 1,570 933 | L594 | L6
Mosa Vale . 8z4 | 1,772 | 1,200 856 | w246 | 1,330 835 | 1,325 | 1,418
Mudgee . - 720 | LIzz ¢ 1240 Brg | 273 | 1,339 863 | 1,356 | 1,206
Narrabrl .. . 811 | r.z06 | 1,245 885 | 1,321 ] 1,264 924 | 1,368 | 1,409
Narrandera .. .. 844 | T304 | D.g00 ba3 | 1,406 | 1499 gog + L4486 | £342
Mewensile .. .. 845 | m2z3 | 1,333 Baq | 1,284 | 1,307 927 | 1336 | 1467
Nowra .- . 875 | 1,267 | 1,338 B35 | 1,319 | 1470 940 | 1,430 | 1,548
drange . . 790 | 200 | 1,3%4 B4 | 1,219 | 1,361 861 ; 1,283 | 1.403
Yaries e . B2y | 1,782 | 1,275 B4r | 1220 | 5350 B8 | ro22r | 1,373
Tenrith v N 78z | 1,065 | 1,186 829 1132 | 1,200 Ba0 | 1,204 | 1,277
YPort Kemhla .. 839 | x.286 | 1,313 go1 | 1,276 | 1,374 otz | 1,546 | 1412
Portland .. .. f46 | 1,110 117§ 885 | 1r48 | 214 go% | 1,171 | 1,237
Quexnbeyan. . .. 838 | ey 1,796 895 | r.zes | r=27s o931 | 1,260 1 1,387
Quiringdi ‘e ve 878 | 1,208 1,314 goo | 1,242 | r,351 gro | 1,253 | 1,358
Rjechmond .. .e oz | 1,196 | 1,262 884 | 1,208 | 1,344 8ro | 1,298 } 1,363
Seone .. - Bob | 1,235 | 1,312 852 | rz93 | 1,380 881 | 1302 | 1414
Slngleton - . 705 I 5L hzzl Bz1 174 1,224 Ao 1,275 1,204
Ayidney .. . 820 | r260] 1,346 88a | 1,316 | 1,493 Bu6 | 1,340 | I.444
‘Tamworth .. .. ¥Bo | 143 | 1,227 8206 | 1,188 | 1,303 B4g | 1,206 | I,300
Tarce ‘e e #87 | 1,230 | .31 82 | n206 | 1,432 803 } 1,307 | T.%0%
‘Temora .. 8oz | 1207 | 1307 Bys | 7,328 | 1,416 846 | 1,394 | 1,480
Tenterfield . v25 | n1z0 | 1211 813 | 1,177 | 1,237 875 | 1287 | 1,334
Tumut ‘e ' B34 | rarr | 1,402 833 | 1,324 | r.422 By6 | 1,348 | r.as?
Ulmarra N 815 | 1,210 | 1,342 Bzz | 1,267 | 1,392 897 | 1,202 | r.azs
Wagan Wagga . 793 | L247 | T423 Bgo 1,342 | 1,500 880 | rao4 | 1,557
Waleha .. e 841 1,170 1,270 880 1,248 1,294 aye 1,344 I,423
Wolllngten .. o4 | 1,004 | I,202 875 | 1,227 | 1282 86e | 1,225 | 1,207
Weston ae ‘e Bod 1,005 | 1148 Bag 1,126 } 1,I1¥9 8a6r L153 1,205
Windsor . . Bzz | 1,250 | 1,348 830 ) 1,274 | 1,350 895 { 1,372 | L4zt
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Index-Numbers—UCost of Food, Groeeries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

1933, 1934, 1935,
Novgmber. November, Hovember,
. |lg.8lg.8 .| g.8]4.8 NEy i, 8
steamatow. | 5 (528 Gad| s [£ef8a8| 5 08| .8
=} - e (=3 -1 8‘60 4 g‘aa hao
o |E5R (838 | L5 838 255 | 5 |33 Ea
g2 |cfg (8| g2 o8y |adg| g8 o83 agg
o8 |<RE|gRmE | o8 {wME (%8| 2% |2®E | oRE
%2 |%23|%ma| 32 |3=5|%22| B |Bui|ius
Be Hat | =S 25 Ree} o | Ras =114 PR R
Row South Wales—confd. A B c A B c A B [
Wollongong .. .. 705 | 1,254 | 1,311 850 | 1,307 | L419 873 | 1334 | n4fe
Wyalong .. . Bsa | 1,166 | 1,203 858 | 1187 7 1,253 o7 | 1,230 | 1,302
Yass s .. 708 § 1,143 | 1,242 856 | 1,230 § L2092 95 | T.323 | 1,390
Young .- .e 816 | r,224 | 1,319 898 | 1,310 | 1,367 900 | 1,317 | 1,578
Weighted Average for
Btate {74 Towus) - 827 | 1,244 | T334 878 | 03 | 1461 By | 1334 | 1437
Victorta—
Ararat .. . 81p | 1,138 | 1,266 82| 12021 1,333 9oL | 1,247 { t.361
Bacchus Marsh o 775 | LII9 | 1,254 §30 | 1,175 | 1,247 863 | 1,206 | 1,265
Bairnsdale .. . 822 | 1,124 | 1,247 891 | 1,161 | 1,339 god | 1,237 | 1,369
Beliarat . N 771 | 1,074 | 1,227 88 | 1,129 1,264 §61} 1,173 | 1,310
Beechworth . . N 8z6 | 12z 1,173 8561 sz | r,aor Brz § 168 | 1,234
Benalla . .. 799 | 1,125 | 1,298 874 | rizoo | 1,384 Bgs | 1,232 | 1,431
PBendigo N .- 765 | 1,072 | 1,200 836 | 154 | 1,274 855 | 1,202 ) 1,313
Camperdown .. Bob | 1,197 | 1,333 857 | 1,236} 1,382 8§94 | L2583 ¥ 1438
Casterton .. . 834 | 1,196 | 1261 879 | 1261 | L340 8go | 1,272 | 1,351
Castlemaine . .. 82 | 1,082 § 1,178 16 [ 1,104 | 1,108 g7z | 1,208 ] 1,280
Colac .. .. 8or | 1,216 | 1,317 856 1 1,274 | T BEI | 1,206 | 1,407
Creawick .. N 78z 91y gb6 831 g8y | I,041 88z | 1,040 [ 1,093
Dayvlesford . ‘e 806 | 1,016 | 1,004 831 | r,o41 | 1,108 856 | 1,067 § 1,134
Durolly i N 780 960 | 1,006 836 | o047 ] 1,083 §8c | 1,087 | 1117
Echues .- .. 785 | 1,088 | 1,210 826 | 1,135 ] 1,283 868 | 7,184 | 1,316
Euroa ‘e . B1e | 1,113 1,170 B46 ] 1,142 | 1257 Bao | 1,219 | 5,334
Geelong .. - 771 | 1,124 | 1,208 498 | 117z | 1,332 B8 | 1,237 | 1,430
Hamllton . . 803 | 1,18p | 1,318 847 ] 1,218 1,304 goo | 1272 | 1,368
Healesvilla .. .. 8o4 | 1070 | 1,146 #61 | r,iz4 | 1,210 Brs | rast| 1,236
Horsham .. . Bo7 | 1,155 | 1,267 843 | 1,231 ) 1,301 910 | 1,380 | na4ab
Kerang . .. 73 1 1,187 | 1,253 86z | 1,250 1,208 15| 1,303} 1,343
Koroit .. .. 868 | 1071 | 1,130 838 | 214 ] 1,067 72 | 1135} nzo:
Korumbarra. . N 776 | t,.080 | 1,252 823 | 1,142 | 1,274 824 | 1070} 1,318
Kyneton .. . 743 | 1,035 | 1,146 707 | 1,088 § 1,227 8zy | 1,13t r=248
Lilydale .. ‘e 826 | 1,258 | 1,240 858 | 1,180 § 1,252 Boo | n219 ] 1,284
MMalra V. o Scr | a2} 1,252 826 | ni1s0 | r.z247 265 | 198 | 1,296
Maldon ‘e .- 832 oi4 § Loty 8y1 | 1003 | 068 893 | 1054 | 1,114
Aaryboreugh . 770 | 1025 1,00% 826 3 1,087 | 1,206 855 | rrzz | 1230
Mealbourne . . 750 | 1,163 | 1,287 b b oLaoy | L340 Bap | 1268 | 1,308
Mildura . .. BBY | 1,414 | 1,855 g17 1 1.4f3 | 1,630 o506 | 1550 | 17ra
Morwell . ‘e B39 | 1,260 | 1,382 865 | 1,287 1,379 887 | 1,308 | r,900
Nhill . ‘s Bao | 1,743 | 7,2%6 fpB | r,214{ I,320 g6z | 1,201 L40%
Orbost e .- 8727 | n219 | 1,333 857 | t,140 ] 1,305 916 | I,245 | 1,376
Porthand . 8ar | ra6e | 1,226 847 | 1,136 ] 1,200 god | 1,213 1,28%
Fort Fairy . . 801 ro01 | 1,196 824 | 1,127 | 1,252 8§69 | 1,163 | 1,23
Bt. Amawd .. . B4y | 1164 | 1,278 897 | 1,223 | 1.348 21{ 1,290 | 1,398
Bale ‘e .. 826 | 1,189 | 12353 826 | 1,317 | I,302 yr | 1,273 | naze
Seymour .- N Bz4 | rr53| 1,258 Bo3 | 1,216 | 1,324 g:ﬁ L,z49 | 1.3%7
Shepparten . . . 777 | 1,156 1 1,300 847 | 1,338 | 1,390 63 | L3153 | 1432
Stawell .. .. 844 | 1,703 ) 1,228 go7 | 1157 | w270 050 | 1,232 | 1.348
Swan HH1 .. .. 282 | 1292 { 1,473 877 | 1,387 ] 1,568 020 | T44b | 1,644
Terang .. ' 840 | 1,163 | 1,284 863 | r2t8 | 1,368 2t | 290 | na28
Trarzlgon .. .. 773 | narr | 1,z56 8§28 | ra87 | 1,348 59 | 216 | 1,366
Wangaratta .. . 824 | 1,267 | 1,378 828 | r,293{ I.a01 871 | 1,356 | ra432
Warracknabeal . 70 | 1,109 { 1,199 830 | 1,357 ) 1,258 821 | 1,200 1,283
Warragul ., . 751 | r285 | 1,451 700 | n344 | 1301 8261 1,350 | 1,502
Narenambool | 7 nirs | nag 851 1231 1307 | 86 0274 | 1430
. ‘e 1,10 \ . 3 1,262 117 | 1219
Weighed Avernge for i B 3 1163 ’ ¥ ’
Etate {48 Towns) .. 67 | 1155 | 1,280 Bos | 1,203 | K334 846 | ra81y 1391
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Indez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groeeries, and Houging in 200 Towns, efe.—conlinued.

1933. 1934, 1935,
Kovember, November. November.
.| g.5v¢. % TR Iy . RAK]

State and Town. B %:g En% = g:g :g 5 -§¢§ £.5

-4 -
25 | B2 (238 | o3 £32 | 2% 8 gEu: §38

5% |523 (253 BE |S3% (5% 3% |S3%|cE
=¥ g:s <558 g i H §§ <58 | 2o 5
8% (%92 (%es; 3 2513381 38 |88 Bug

B R [Rar | B2 | R 9] Y |[Fesdjma

A B [ A B c A B 0

ueonsland—

¢ ¥r .. . 846 | 1,203 | I416 862 | %314 | 1,446 86g [ 1321 | 1474
Barcaldlne .. . 874 | 1,249 | 1,308 928 | 1,303 | Laz7 988 | 1352 | 1,400
Bowen . .. 860 | r,z15 | 1,287 935 | 1,434 | 1,383 32 3 1,257 | 1,370
Drighane .. . 733 | to7c | La61 765 | 1,112 | 1,196 22 | LIFS | nazs
Bundabetg .. . 761 | 1,039 | 1,085 7o3 | vLesz | 1118 845 [ 122 | 1,188
Calrus - - 857 | Lavo | nLs4B 88r | 1424 | 53598 934 [ I487 | 1,60s
Charlevilla .. .. 8ps | 7,324 | 438 928 | 1,339 | r81r | 0007 1,438 1614
Charters Towers .. 820 | 1070 | 1,736 Bgs | 1,086 3 1,170 aza | L1801 1,254
Chillagoe .. . gho | 157 | r210 g6 | I,15 1,311 948 | L1455 ¢ 1,198
Cloncutty .. .. 955 | 1,340 | T429 970 | 1,34 1,461 | 1,085 | L47% | 1,560
Cooktown ..’ o4 oag| vore | nrar | 968 | i3] ni66 | rois| Luse} 1212
Cunnamalla . . o go6 | f30r | 1,433 948 | 3,336 1,468 977 | n3ri| 1350
Dalby o v 83 | 1,041 | I253 8oo | 1,189 | 1,261 Bso | nasx| 134
Goyndah .. ' 8oy | 1073 | 1,932 B34 | II10 | I,215 896 | 1,392 | 1,317
Qladstone .. . 783 | na12 | nzo4 Brz | 3,155 | 1,260 871 | 5227 | 1,336
doondiwindl. . . 816 | 1230 | 1,318 864 | T300 | 1399 | 036 | L3B4 | 1463
Gymple e » 776 § 1oy | 1220 814 | LI39 | 1,268 go3 | 1,223 | 1,350
Hughenden .. .. 953 1,361 | 1,446 938 | nayb | rqat 968 | L375 | 1461
Innistadl .. - 89 1450 | 1,582 035 } Lagr | 1,624 93 | 5,532 | 1,674
Ipswich .- .. v 090 | FI00 783 1 roez | nize 26 | Lo4r | rorr
Longreach .. .. 15 | 1,226 | 1,356 gro | Ta14 | 1,452 | no30| 1,378 | 1827
Mackay - " 13 | Lae8 | L339 B30 | 1,267 | 1416 918 | 1,579 | 1,554
Maryborough . 754 | L0883 | nag2 761 | 090 | 1,200 8356 1 1,168 | 1,295
Mount Morgan .. 833 | n017 | nozb 875 | fos9 | fera goo | 1,085 | 1,008
Nombour ., .. 761 | 1,005 | 2,158 803 | 1,088 | 1,177 828 | L1r? | 1,261
Rockhampton . 772 | 1074 | LIIg fo5 | 113 ] 1,16% 883 | 98 | rags
Loma N .. 448 | 1,085 |- 1,213 866 | 1,116 | 1,208 oz4 | 1,226 | 1,702
Stanthorpe .. .. Bo7 | 1,162 | 1,228 816 | rx72 | 1,237 845 | 1,201 | 1,247
Toowoohiba .. 700 | I10 1,128 232 | 1,317 ] 1,169 7o1 | 1,166 | 1,283
Townaville . e 827 | 122 1,318 86c | 1,257 ] 1,364 934 | 0,333 | 1430

Warwick . . 759 | 1052 [ v 750 | 1087 | 1071 334 ni34 | 1,246
Wlaton e 953 | 1,216 | I,568 968 | t.i44 | 1,395 081 | 1,270 | 1,402

Weighted Averago  for
Stote {32 Towns} . »63 | t,096 | 1,182 y87 | 1027 | 1,314 8B40 | 1200 | 1,300

South Australia—
Adelalde .. .- 772 | nie? | 1,249 drg | 1159 | 1,290 826 | 193 | 1313
Frecling .. B 770 | 033 | Logo 8og | 107z | 1,138 847 | 13108 | 5178
Gawler . . 77 | Lotz | oLog0 818 | norg | 1782 &3 [ Lo95 | raBr
Kadina, ete. .. 8s0 | 1072 | Logy4 894 | no76 | 1159 ot4 | 1,097 | 1,184
Eapuada .. . 756 958 | 1052 o3 981 | 1,079 835 | 1048 1,106
Koorings .. . 81z | T,E41 | L2707 B3z | 1,728 | 1,244 ora | T22r | 2,548
Millicent . .. 797 | no7i [ 1,174 Bag | %182 | 1244 847 | 2,087 | 1,264
Mount Gambier .. 765 | 1022 | 1,058 791 | 1,065 | 1,204 845 | 1,142 | 12852
Murray Sridee . 747 988 | 1,122 77L | T004 | 1,123 803 | 1035 | 1,137
Teterborough . g1r | 1,180 | nazs0 Bgl | 2,212 | 1,28% 860 | 1,225 | x,302
Port Augusia .. B6E | 1,150 | 1,283 oro | I,z0z | I,520 913 | n23¢ | 1359
Prort Pirie .. e 77 | 3,084 | 1,296 856 | n162 | 1,273 853 | 1166 1,279
Quorn . .. grg | rors | nagq 844 | 7,180 | L229 893 | 1,222 | xaz7%
Renmarlk .. o 883 | 1,280 | L34s 956 | 1,334 | T390 96y | 1373 | P44
Yictor Harbour .. fotr | t,a6g | 31,222 833 | bz | 1,281 8sp | 1,260 | 5346
Weighted  Avernge for
Btate (15 Towns) .. 777 | Lioe | 1,234 820 | r154 | 1,38 833 | t,188 | 1305

Western Australia—
Albany i e
Beverley .. .
Pridgetown ..
Broome .
Bunbuty .

834 | 2332 | nL224 g7 | 1,238 | 1,354 g30 | 1,259 | R3orf
. 893 | 1,208 | 1,382 g0 § 0,336 | L413 937 | T.3%84 | Tast
‘e 925 | 1,226 | 1,319 g6y | 1,278 | 1.395 980 | 1,335 | 1,440
1 rarrt n6y8 | ndys | a2z y 4,677 | 1,875 ) 1,203 | 1,063 | rdor
- 822 | 1,239 | 1,307 889 | 1204 | 1,399 8go | naos | 1,424
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Index-Numberz—Cost 62 Food, Groceries, and Eousing in 200 Towns, efe.—confinued.

. 1933, 1934. 1933,
Kuveuilber. Kovenmber. Kuvember.
5 ] * 6 L} ‘“‘; ] 1 i d - '; + Ui 3 * ‘n.
State and Town. B g*g fhe = gvg .g.;-,g = ‘E“§ g,,a:
5 8351855 § |88l 8vE( 9 |3ud|§ss
gp |2eMEH | L0 1 ESM [ 22H] o | BT | E2T
5t |=53|=8%| 82 c5z|s8g| 8% |S535y
8 |gSE|gME | o8 {gNE | gNE| o Mg | g
§= g‘ﬂg %] Ea ‘g'dc' gﬁﬂ Og §'U3 2
L) =] 2 =y |:|§ qé =] a o ﬂé
RS | kmaM & mo [&e Ea B |Red | &S
Western Australla—contd. A B C A I c A B
Cornarvon .. | 1023 ] 47 | 1,587 | 1,062 | 1491 ) 1,621 | ro8r} 1500 | 1646
Collia P . 762 | 1008 | 236 908 | 1247 | 1,32 goo | 285 | 1,36
Geraldton . . Hog | 1,288 | 1,422 880 | nadc| 149y BBs | 1,368 | 1,526
Greenbushes . o8 | 1,073 ] 112 o7y | L2t | 7190 906 | 1,128 | 1,174
Halgoorle and Boulder 975 | 51460 { 1,544 | 1,047 | 1,870 | 2,659 1 1033 | 3,579 | 1,702
Katanning .. ‘e B1o | a3z | nas6 889 | 1,193 | L30% B73 | 1,202 | 1,314
Leonors and Gwalis .. | L.o83 | 348 | na12 | 1,142 | T405 | 1,464 | 5,952 | raBr| nsaé
Meekatiiasra. . .| wobo | ser | 5738 ) 1po3 | 1.58% | 1,739 | 1,146 ] 1,606 | 1,760
Nurrogin .. .. 845 | T.249 | T37y 3 | L3367 | r,521 909 T 1,903 | 1448
Northam .. . B33 | 1,237 | 1,340 go | 1,295 | 1,3%9 895 | rjor ] 140t
Perth and Fremantla . . 779 | LIF | 273 856 [ I.254 | 1,344 857 | 1,250 % 1,353
Wagin . o ds7 | rar2 | 1186 860 | 1145 | 1,222 gol | 69T | 1,267
York . . Boy | 1,523 | 1,176 L44 | 1280 | 71,233 o0s | L2400} 1,203
Weighted Avernge  for
State {t8 Towna} .. 810 | 1,200 | 1,308 878 | nz2Br| 71,374 879 | 289 1,387
Tasmanla—-
Eeaconsfleld . .71 goz 942 B3 988 | 1,084 861 1,058 1,124
Burnis e V. 787 | 1155 | 1,339 86 r223 | 1,313 881 | .25z | 1,330
Campbelltow! . 820 | 1,029 | 1,087 Bs 1,100 | 1,154 goy | 5156 | 1,274
Deloralne .. . 796 | nrin | 1,188 830 | t.aso | 1,185 82 158 | 1,184
Devonport . . 8oz | nzia | nazg 879 | 1,200 | 1,354 86 Lage | 1,355
Franklio .. . B6a | 1,007 | LI56 g;ﬁ 523 | a3z 943 | 1180 | 1,250
Hobart .. e 797 | nLz237 | nare 56 | 1,300 | L435 B39 | 1,288 | 410
Launceston .. .. 760 | L1683 | 1,271 §27 | LG [ 1,333 835 | 1,236 | 1,343
New Nortolk v B2s | 141 | 1,067 866 | 1.8z | 1,234 824 | 1,242 | 1308
Queenstown .. 16 | 1,311 | 1,357 o6t | 1,356 | 1,418 918 | 1,347 | 1475
Scotisdale .. .. 767 | 1,030 ] 123 $11 | 1,047 | p,150 Bzz | ro070 | 1,193
Ulverstona .. ‘. Brr | 1052 | f2b 853 | 1,726 [ 1,220 856 | 1,163 | 1,231
Feghan Ve .. 98y | 185 | rnziy | rory | 1,214 ) 1,247 993 | 150 | 1323

Weghted Average for
State (13 Towns) .. 196 1,200 I,3re 853 1,261 L3710 848 1,367 1,373

Terrlitorles {2)—
Canberra ‘e i go2 1,405 1,574 964 1,530 1,638 ¢80 1574 1,656

Welghted Ave¢rages—

Ausiralia {200 Towns} 794 | 182 | 1288 Ba0 | 023G | 4,345 858 | 1,279 | 1,390
Thirly Towns s 790 | 1,185 | 1282 837 | 1,239 | 1,349 863 | 1278 | 1,391
Shx Gapltals .. .. 786 | 1,IBB | 1,295 434 | 1,240 | 1,852 860 | 1,280 | (1,393

{a} Not included in Weighted Averages.

3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index-
numbers for food and rent have been given in the preceding pages, for the
six capitals, for the 30 towns, and for the 200 towns. The first two are
based on monthly prices of food and guarterly rents, and the third on prices
and rents in the month of November. The three series, reduced to & common
base {November, 1913 = 1,000) are given for the years 1921 to 1935 in the
next table which shows that since 1913 food prices have incressed slightly
more in the capitals than in the larger groups of towns, while the increase
in rents has been generally greater outside the capitals.
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Betail Prices Index- Numbers—November—Anstralia.

Particulars. 1913, 1921, 1430, 1931, 1932, ‘ 1933, ’ 19344 1935.

FooDp AND GROCERIES, J

L
All Towns {z00) .. .. | 1,000 [ 1,578 | 1,455 | 1,340 | 1,267 | 1,241 | 1,312 | 1,356
Five Towns in each Stabs .. ;| 1,000 | 1,577 | 1,454 | 1,343 | 1,204 | 1,240 | 1,314 | 1,355
Capita! Citios only oo | 1,008 | 1,538 | 1,463 | 1,351 | 5,270 | 1,248 | 1,324 | 1,365

RenT oF 5-Roomrp Housss,

All Towns (200) ., .o 11,000 | 1,268 | 1,541 | 1,314 | 1,258 | 1,261 | 1,291 | 1,333
Five Towns ut each State .. | 1,000 | 1,271 | 1,516 | 1,288 | 1,233 | 1,239 | 1,279 | 1,304
Capital Cities only o J 1,000 ) 3,261 L 1,453 | 1,229 | 1,169 | 1,170 | 1,182 | 1,232

Foop, GROCERIES, AXD RENT,

All Towna (200) .. .o 11,000 | 1,067 11,488 [ 1,336 | 1,264 | 1,249 [ 1,304 1,34é
Five Townas in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,458 } 1,478 | 1,322 | 1,252 | 1,240 | 1,208 | 1,336
Capitai Cities only .. [ L,800 | 1,955 [T.450 | 1,301 | 1,220 | 1,219 | 1,269 (1,311

‘Fhe figares In the vertical eolumns show the cost in November of cach year compared with November,
1913, for * All Towns (z00) " * Five Towns in each Stute,” agd ~ Capiial Cities only ™ reapectively

4. Rent Reduction Acts.—In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents
Act 1931, came into operation on the gth October, and the Western
Australian Reduction of Rents Act rg3I, was assented to on the 18th
August. The Acts, which are en practically similar lines, prescribed a
general reduction in rents of 224 per ¢ent., unless the lessor obtains an order
permitting him to charge and receive rent under the lease at a higher rate.
The order in New South Wales must be obtained from a Court of Petty
Sessions, and in Western Australis from a Commissioner appointed by the
Governor for the purposes of Part VI. of the Financial Emergency Act 1931.
A special circumstance to be cousidered by the tribunal is the amount by
which the rent of the premises, the subject of the lease, may have been
reduced since the 30th June, 1930. Any such amount is taken into account
in caleulating the total proposed reduction, but the lessor may not charge a
higher rent than was charged at the commencement of the Act.  The measures
do not apply to premises which were not leased on 30th June, 1930, unless
a lease was entered into earlier than three months before the commencement
of the Act. The New South Wales Act expired on 3Ist December, 1932,
but amending Aects in Western Australia have extended the operation of
this legislation to the 31st December, 1935.

In Victoria, the Landiord and Tenant {Rent DReduction) Act 1931
was nssented to on the 24th December, and provides for reduction of rents
payable under long leases by 22} per cent. Orders for reduction may be
made by lower Courts, where the rent under the lease does not exceed £208
per annum., .
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" § 5, International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Anstralia and other Countries.—The following
table gives index‘numbers of wholesale prices in the years 1929 to 1936
for Australin and other countries, the prices for the year 1929 being taken
a3 bagse (=I0c). The figures have been taken chiefly from the Monthly
Bulletin of Statistics published by the League of Nations, and represent
merely the fluctuations in prices in each country separately, and cannot
therefore, be compared horizontally for relative costs in the various countries.

Index-Kumbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries. (Prices in 1929 as Base=100.)
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. a9 i ] w
UNITED 4 w B 2| H . ~f B v
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X 79| 75 70 ] 66 63 87 o4 44 79 93 53 73
75 77 8y 68 66 g0 ob 45 &3 04 55 75
XI 82 76 77 8y 68 ] 99 a6 L5 93 56 73
XIL| Bo| 76 77 84 68 66 99 96 81 93 57 73
16361 fo 76 77 84 68 G5 100 b . ) o2 57 26
b 1=] . 77 8a a8 101 g6 .. . .. o) 76
= i w
: w | & w | & a =} 4 gls .
. = -1 . I3 w -
5| Ea | 5| £ 88588 B 2| .358e
3 |ZiBzlg B 2| E{bEsiEa| e 5 |B3lEsE
. a1 g - P @ B | w3 SR = O] ua joR-
PERIOD.
5388\ s 8
L=t -] S @ . : — 'af ~ = = -] 3 - =5
BRI AL AR AR
Shez|l@s| s |c 5 5t o | 8 183% 8| 3| 81| &
Average.
1929 .. 160 190 { 0D | 100 | JOD o0 (1i01] 1o 100 190 100 100 100
1930 .. as 82 00| 92| Bg 100 87 g0 o1 8o o1 o7 89
Wi .. 7L 705 37| 82| 28| rox 73 78 77 79 25 oI 86
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VIi. 66 Bz 61 85 55 96 83 &4 8z 82 ;5 94 P
VII, 68 83 &1 8a 56 .. ] 65 8s 83 75 094
IX. o 86 62 85 56 . 83 63 8x 83 6 96 e
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries,—The following tables
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles
other than foed, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the years 1929 to 1935, and
quarterly for 1935 and 1936. For the countries included, the prices for the
year 1929, are talen as base (=I00). The figures, which have been taken
chiefly from the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and the Year Book of Labour
Statistivs, published by the Lesgue of Nations, show merely the functnations
in prices in each country, and are not strictly comparable horizontaliy.

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in vafio?oo()}ountries, with Prices in 1929, as Base

(B COST OF LIVING.*

| 4 H o g & &
a 2 & Z g 2 . ,
Petiod. g § E z 3 3 f_‘é et g HE
F4 = = =3 = =4 i
= B = ] <] 4] =] B =] B S
55 = & " [ [ o = A |
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1929 .. . 100 160 10 150 160 o8 168 160 102 taa
1930 .. .. o6 190 104 o5 o2 105 6 7 86 g6
1931 .. e ] 96 3 8g 85 102 L] ) 5 Go
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1934 .. . &6 93 79 95 o 93 7% 79 82 82
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1935—
March Qir. .. a6 o4 77 08 go 89 -1 73 83 Ar
Jwuna ,, .. 86 94 77 99 Be 88 8o 78 62 81
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= & & EVEZ| Bz B 85 3| ER33
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1929 . . (00 100 100} 100 109 0 100 | g 190 | (00| s00
1930 .. . 97 93 103 97 98 96 9% 9z 99 98 98
1930 . e 92 85 107 94 ga 87 85 74 g0 go 94
03z .- . 90 77 193 az ) 79 81 73 8z 84 &)
1933 .. . &g 70 100 gi 81 6 =8 &9 79 9 ]
1634 .. is 89 &6 102 91 8o 79 8o 635 79 81 87
19315 .. ‘e o1 &3 a9 92 o 81 81 63 8o 83 88
I935—
March Qtr. .. 90 fiz Tod g1 70 81 8o 66 8o 42 E1S
June . 90 62 99 g2 70 L.H 34 68 ] 81 8g
Sept.  ,, .. L' [ 13 al 43 8o 8 81 Gg 8o 83 B§
Det. ., .. g2 &3 o8 93 14 81 8z "o Br 83 88
19%6—.
farch Qtr. .. g2 55 .. a3 81 &2 &2 [ So B4 B2

* NoTE.—With the following exoeptmns the index- numbers in the above table are based on the eost
of food, housing, clothing and neous items: and Japaw, exclugive of houwsing ;
Switzerland apd ritigh India, exclusive of miscellaneous lt.ems Nothetlands snd 3palp, oxclusive of
dotlvng and rent.
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Indez-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries with Prices in 1029, Base

(=100)—continued,
(i) PRICES OF YQODSTUTFS.t
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