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(..:();~·rr~~ 'JEI"' F·;·:~-;~\U,\i~Y l~~ll (p~~llVrSJa~·l!\[J) 

Gf l~G lot~l valuo of retail SJI~s In 'ust .. , Iia (pxcludi~~ ~otor YChic!('s, 

of Febl'u~ry '1<.'71 is 5hO>lf\ In til\! tablo O"~r Ie-Jr. F'i:;'Jrcs for SO""':: C'lrllfli'" 

2., 'Tho p"ovisional ~onthly (>~,ti"'Jtcs of rct111 sale:, arc o!:>tJi~ed fl'o.", J !.ub_(,~nplc (·f c"t.~bllshr\('n!,. 

used to provi0Q fj"iCrlcrly o5i!:od,,;; of tha va Ille of retai I s~ les. !!.::.._~_L2.'..!X~~;'::'22:~~.!.?..:;::::'::::!2.0':::± 

~~~ lsi "C~ i~~_ des i q~~~d ...!,<?.£::.::. ic~_r~.2~~l~rr2..!:2~"!~'0:~~~~:,a 1~~!--c'~2·lJ_._:~~f_:,L~~:.:~:! :.~~!:~ 
vc~, it It"~,, *p~~£.:~..:2.!..t et,,;.) ~ti th~.l..~J.I~c in1J!~~~~~~~:~ 0 j tr.~r th'.~ r( ~):-U~(·~~ ("\ r t;':,:· [~:..::.:~~"'!~~ 
r€'t,~ i I ('t t 1 b i i S1E1Cfjt~ .. 

3. As thc provIsional monihly ~st.lmatcs arC! derived fro'" returns receiv(>d f,'"M to !;:;'C',:r, nr ,.cl..d I 

est.,biir.h".onts they may differ sc;:,Q",hc.i fro;'l tho "(:sults which ,Iould have b.~('n obtained fr0.'" iI c~·r·.p1"'.blc 

co""p!~'.c collection, A noawre of th~ I ikc!:; di fference I::, given by tho stonc!ard error 0,' tt,f) ~sl.i,,;>!o, 

Tnc:'c U'fj about. 2 chanc('!; in ~ Lhat a !;3r.'plb Ilsti"Jie wIll differ from rOJuits \ihic!, would b obtain"d from 

a con·;:·JI'"ble co,...;:,1de collect ion by loss t~~n 1 ztand"rd cI'ror <';.[)d 19 chance!. in 20 that tho di (f'~rcnci) 

vlculd DO less than 2 stJnctard Crr01'5. If, for ox;;t:'ple, a 5"rr.;:,1C gives an C3tir'Ji() or S5-~ I'd I ller) <,rod tho 

st<lr,dJrd (;rror of Lhiu ostrr.lat" Is j pOl' cont, 1,0. ~5 nl; lion, th()n th()rc arc 2 char.c~:; In :> that a cOI"?Jrabl.; 

eN'I.lde collection \Iould give a flf;1JrO ~:lthln tho "'cnge of S49S nIl/I;·" to i.505 r~I!llen a .... d 19 char,cas In 

20 ti1Jt thc. figuro 'Iould oa \·dthln ti1(j rango of S490 r~llllof\ to SSIQ "dillon. 

4, The zta;;:lard or/'or of iho provisional osUrr.ates of th(' tetal value of t"onthly r"lall SalQ5 

(excluding "'otel' v€<hicles, parts, pelrol, etc.) )s about 1.0 per cent. Tho star,dH'd orror of ifF! r.·(,nth-to­

Mor.th r.:ov('mcnt of the provisional fjstlC1~tos of tho value of rflt'lil 5al05 Is gCl1crdly about 0.3 p"r cent o~ 

the currc)1t monthl>, csti",<!te, For cxa"'ple. tho ",ov(jc.ent In tho value of reta! I sa las \)ai"'Mn tho r.~onths or 
J;lnUilry and February 1971 is sho,"'n by the oris: 1.,,) I !;Cri():) Ir tho t~blc ovor l(jaf <IS a do:>crcasc o~ ~.4:;,O 

'"Ii II io'1. The ::b:1::k.rd error of tids ;"ovcOlontls about 0.3 per cent of ih!< Febru;\ry 1971 estil'lato, ! ,0, 

appro.;~ately 22.0 Ml I lior), Therefore, thore arc 2 chanC05 in 3 that the movement In tho va IUD of retal I 
sa les b('h'lcon January and February 197j · .... as bdvc"n ~f,::'.O mi I i ion an:l 347.0 mi II 10., ""d 19 cl;.,nc06 ill 

20 th~t It "'?_~ 1_)0t:i~crl ~':1.0 ndijion and ;)49,0 1:1lllion, EXpr03!>od In <In,:lthor ~i.ly, the tl.'1tl",atos ,.hO'd 11 

.2~:'.~-'::l~~ movement in tho va luo of r~ta.ll sa 1('$ l:iJt",oen Jan;nry and February Ei71 of 6.3 por c<)nt ,r,d 

tr,i, has a 3tar.dard «rror of abo.d. C.3 porc~nb9a points, I.e. j thoro ara 2 char.c&s In 3 that the· pro;>()r~;vt'~!.!! 

~ove~~nt ~as bolwlsn 6.0 per·cenL and 6.6 pOi'" cunt and 19 chancal In 20 that It was belween 5.7 por cent and 

s. 9: P~(' Cent. 

5. 
S3i.,-:18 a5 lJ("<;;~) a~ that u~ed to prc.v:c1u r:"';:jrtorfy {lstj!:.{1tes. Hencc, the 6i.~m 0'1" tho prov;:>io:"'f.ll u.:,ti~J.tz.)!l 

fer t~~ ~~reo ~0nth& cornpr16ing a quartqr ~~y di~fcr frOM tho BltimaLo obtained for I~at Guartor (ro~ {no 

f,ll! c,c:;rt(>rly t.:,l;\p!o. Tho sbnJarc u(r(or of thi~ diifcr~!1co is arr,ro);lm1toly O.S p;:,r (lert of tr.1l ",'a.-tt' ri l 

e:.U".:<\.a, 1ho nonthly estimates :ire Si.,bcc,\uenLly adju&tod in ao()ordanco '>'Iith in" proll.,inary and fin,,: 

q~Grl(Jrli (::&t1r.:aics as t.hoy bQcomo JY7.i l:~t-.!\l. 

6., 

.1ccc·,;n1. 1-,":> besn takan of' both n-:rrr.J I "",,;01\a j i3';\01"6 ar,d fltr~d!ng"dJy" affocts (~l'ls{r'J (r01l1 trw v;;r)·l~,() 

~,.J:7.:"'f.'(';'i cf ~Jnd3ysl ~.c.r.·:!~Y~, Tue&da.l'Ul (';tc~ in thu ',~0nth) .. \;hllc tnn r.or·:r.::tl iHhl{iO"i.1 (:.H)tOt9 U f..hcu~J (>',::~';1iI 

onl; -;r~c~\l i I)' fi"0?\ ju(iT' tf) 'i~Z.f', tL~J ~.r.:t.-:Jji"\'J-day zdjustl:-'.fJnt (ot any ~1anth wI II vary fro~ >,Gar 'w(J "t<v~r ,It. 
a~:ord~~co with the C0Mbiratioft of daj~ hl!ioh occur In that rr.onth. AjjU&t@8nt hac al~0 be~n rado (or tno 

"r're'!ts 0' ',ovaC-en'\. 1.1 the data of taste, <nd in thi~ It,·).;;) fOf' tho MO,U"'''flt In the d;).to of l,ustrJlr~ 0:11_ 

hC""'(~v~r, -ZS the Gf)rif)~ r.)s o:)en C!)(o";Ji !ed only 5tf,iOC A;')r: I 1961 thos(J adju..l\ "::r.t.G ~r~ basod n~Cl")s~;;r; i~' on 

iirdic·j d,f .. ;~ and cOl)id be tlJt-.jtlct t·~l rc\';~ior\ w:)on d3L<1 t·cr furthor ycar5 h6G(.·i'"'"~ nvai;~t.!o" Vl.l"~~);ls of 

tl~e ~(·tho'is USDa In SD3t50n.ll!y adju-:.tir:~ ..... M:"!.$U .:v,J c-:r:t)r s.ej"l~$ arc gi't"'Jn '" u~~J,;or'J i 1)' .~03u5t.Bj !r.~i("~to"':" 

':;~}j" (Rc(erl1'ice ~;.~, 1~ 10) ()f 29 ~),~·tJ'3 ~\i'IC. It .shc~..::d t:"J rioted t~,at the scaso'laJSy ~Gju!.i.cd fig:."r*s 

c>:':"c:t tho sa"'pllng errors to",;hlcr, ";-,<j o,-IQ!n.lI (!\;JrJ5 ~re subjllot. 

7 

:"fcr""tlon rel~tino.to ill" b/!~rll on l:Inlch 01\\ td.t;tl:I~~ c~ l"~ti:1 o;; .. io<':Jf ~:Nd~ A!"O cO";7fl.:d Ie c...;n!:.l"d 
l~ :~~ 'i'.JM'illrly bJI j~U/1 'Ketul! ::'.!4l" or Good~!1 (l1d(;:,orrH No, 11,1.) O.0\1M0'.fr quart",.. 19'"/00\"2 fpr!! 197.1. 
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Cot) Exclud.es Northern Ter-C'itory and Austr21i211 Capital Territory. (b) Figlll'eS froIn' 
Ard 1 1969 are subject to revision ",hel: fQC'Y'0 precise in fO'Y'SElti on is a'iailable rela till?; 
to tc~':':'il'g by nCH businesses. (c) Provisional cstir.t2.te (flee paraf,rad:s 2 to 5, 
f':lg.:: 1). Cd}~. par2.graph 6, page 1. r __ Hevisod. ---- A 

~r < P. 0 I NSI1,1 
~QTI1lCL£QI:]"~~:}iI~ AIrL~i... 311 :\r~11 SrI C I ~1l 

i\.i'TD S'2:ArpISTICS .... ..... 

2600 1, 1 nt".RCH -1971 
';;;_~_ .......... __ . __ "..e.~ 

~:O'~1~O Inquiries concerni",g these ~~tatislics n~.y bo I:l~do in C(lnbC)lTu. by tcJ.erl:Olli~lg 
490 21 I extension 293 or, in each St~te cnpit2.1, ~y telcphoni~G the office 
of the Burea.u of Census and Statistics. 
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