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BIETAIL SALES OF G003 1 AUSTRALIA
LONTH OF PERBUARY 1971 {(PHOVISIONAL) Referesce Mo

of the total veiue of retzil sales In Austratls {excluding rotor vehic'es,
<

8
f Fetruary 1671 Is shown In {he table overiecaf, Figures for sowe earllanr

b ¥
Ve

s

o
months are also shown for purpsies of comparison,

2, Tho provisional monthiy estimates of retall sales are oblained from a ctub-sanple of cataifishacnts

used o pgrovige quarteriy estimates of the value of retail sales,  The ronihly sub-xsmnle 15 conparitivedlv
) PAISIRACARRANS AL S gaiit

seall sines it 15 designed to crovide orempt osiimates of ihe lotal value of relail salns (o

vehicles, narts, peirol, ete, ] withnut plaging an undue Lurden ¢t oither tha rescuress of the

ceizil ectabiishnments,

3. hs the provisional monthly estimates are derived fron roturns received feon a saepye or retail
estabiishmants they may differ scriewhzl from the results wnlch wauld have been obtained from a conparable
complete collection, & moasure of the likely difference Is ngon by the standard error of the ostinato,
Trere are about 2 chances in % that a sample estimate will differ from rosults which would te obtalned from
a corrarable complets collection by luss than 1 ciardard srror and 19 chances in 20 that {ho differenca

weu 1S bo less than 2 standard ercors, If, for exatnple, & sample gives an eatimate of $500 milifen 2nd the
ta

Lﬂ

rdard error of this ostimate ls § por cent, l.e., $5 milllon, then there are 2 chances In 3 that a comparable
cczpieto collectlon weuld give a flgurs within the range of §455 mbiticn to £505 wllilen and 19 chances In
20 inat the figure would be within the range of $430 miillon to §51Q mllilon,

4. The siamdard error of tho provisional estimates of the total value of rontinly rotall salas
{excluding moter vehicles, parts, pelrol, ete.) 1s about 1.0 per cent, The standard orror of the nmonth-lo-
nonih movement of the provisiona! estlinmates of ths value of retail sales Is generally about 0,% por cent of
the current monthly estimate, Ffor example, the moverent In the value of retall saies betwsen tho wonths of
Januvary and Februzry 1971 is shown by the origlinai series Ir the table overleaf as a decrcase o7 245.0 -
aitlion, The standard error of lhls npovement Is abuut 0,3 per cent.of the Februsry 1971 estimato, 1,0,
approximately $2.0 nillion, Therefore, thore are 2 chances in 3 that the movement [n tho value of relslli
sales bolweoen Janvary ard February 1971 was balween 43,0 mitiion and 847,0 mijlleon and 19 chizncos in

20 that tv was bolwoen §41,0 midiion and $49,0 million, Exprossed In another wsy, the eatlmaios thow

5 s movement jn the value of retall sales botwoen January and February 1971 of 6,3 por cont and

this has a stancdard error of about €.3 porcentans po{nts, l.e,, thora ara 2 charcss In 3 that the proporiionats

movenent was botwaen 6,0 par cent and 6,6 par cent and 13 chancas in 20 that It was besiween 5.7 por cont and
5.9 per cent, ' '

5. The provisional moathly sstisates may alse differ from those whlch would be obtained. fron g
sirpino as largs as that ised to provide cuarterly astinates, Henge, Lhe sum of the provisional sstimatos
for the lhres monins comprising a quartar gy di?fcr from the estimale obtalned for iratl quartor from inga
full quarterly sampla. Tho standard orror of this diiference is zpproximately 0.8 per cent of tre quarteriy
eslinzto, TYne nonthly estimates aré subiequently adjusted in aocordance with iha prelisinary and finai
quarterly estitmates as ihay bocome avnilsb!

&
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5. Seascnally adjusted siatiztics arg aleo shown (n the Lable overleaf. In the gaascnat odlustnent,
acewunt hes bosn taken of both normal sezsonal factors and Yiradling-day" affocts {arlslng from the varying

v

wnbues of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, sio. In the monih), Wnlle ths rormal seasenai fautors ehouid wienge

e

onty qracuaily from joar to yesr, the irading-day adjustiment for any month wlll vary frum year fo yeer ia
ana

a2cordance with the combiration of days witich cecur [n that month, Adjustseat has also been eads for tho
£a
(3

kifedts of movamant In the date of £aster 2nd in this lsws for the movomant la the Cato of Australls Uay.

However, a¢ the sorics has bsen ocmpifcd oniy sinoe Anril 1961 lhose adjuss ~ents are basod necessariiv on
Hinited data and could be subjact i rovision wnen data Tor further yoars becces availzblo, Detalls of

toe rethods Used In seasonaliy adjusilng thase and oiher serles are givan in "Joisoenily Sciusted Indicators

5
ST Reference No, 1,10) of 25 Juna 3970, Tt sheuis be noled that the seasonally 26 jusied figures

T27lent the sampling errors touhich Lhs wriglaal figurss are subject,

7. At fhouros In bz builatin are on a basls compsrable with (he 1061462 Retetl Congus, Furlber
rfernation retating to the basiz on wnich the sistiztlos ¢f rolzll sales o¢ oweds are eonplied s containad
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A;rjl 1969 are

subject to revisioxn
(¢) Prov1

te trading by new businesses,

rage 1),

A e

Sce paragraph 6, page 1.
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(£11 figures sre on & basis comparehle with the 2 ot
Ponth 196667 1on
9 5770 670.0
7 2010 641.6
6 60831 600.4
i 610 658.7%
N ) 650,73
395 &51.0
e 646.4
1. 0 5¢1.6
8.5 641.4
2.8 679 .4
2.8 7055
¢ :O_, g (‘J,)x),/}
7,042.6 7,517.6 ,952.75
Seasonally 3 (a)
July 564.9 611.9 €43, 686, 1
august 570.8 6125 646,73 691.2
Septenber 573.5 621.2 636,06 691.8
{otober 578,0 622 .7 650. £03.8
November 579.6 - 626.5 654 .7 695,2
Decenber 584 .6 6237 661.9 T13.5
denuary 590, 1 625.4 666.5 714.9
Fﬁb*aar’ 596 .4 625.9 661.3 79CQR
¥arch - 594.6 632.% 682 .5 7235.9
April 5575 632, 1 668.4 /”" 0
My 601.3 6738.5 677.0 731.3
June 603.7 659.8 6G2,6 732.8
(s) Bxcludes Horthern Territory and uustr Canliaj Territory.

(b) Figures from

is available relating

THEIIL

AT STAMT

)

(see paragravhs 2 to 5,

STICTIAN

SO.NONYEALTH BURBAU OF CRNSUS AND STATISTICS

4.C.7, 2600 ' 31 HARCH 1971

S07E2,  Inquiries concerning these statislics may be
490 211 extension 293 or, in each State copital, by telephoning
¢f the Buresu of Census and Statistics.
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