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B r i a n P i n k

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

As estimates have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the

component items and totals.

RO U N D I N G

The ABS publishes data relating to crime from a range of different sources, and differing

measurement methodologies can produce different estimates. As different methods are

used, caution should be exercised in making any direct comparisons to these sources.

For more information see Explanatory Notes paragraph 42.

CO M P A R I S O N S TO OT H E R

AB S CR I M E SO U R C E S

Outcomes from a review of this collection in 2006-07 have resulted in a major redesign of

the ABS national Crime Victimisation Survey. Previously, the ABS conducted a national

Crime and Safety Survey on a three-yearly basis; latest results from this survey were

published in Crime and Safety, Australia, 2005 (cat. no. 4509.0). The redeveloped Crime

Victimisation Survey has resulted in improved methodology, more timely headline

indicators about the level of crime victimisation in Australia and flexibility to cater for

new and emerging areas of crime. As a result of changes to methodology there is a break

in series and data is not comparable to previous data about crime victimisation in the

above publication. For more information see Explanatory Notes paragraphs 35-41.

CH A N G E S TO TH E AB S

CR I M E V I C T I M I S A T I O N

SU R V E Y

The survey forms part of a commitment by the ABS to present a comprehensive view of

crime and the criminal justice system in Australia. The survey focuses on selected

categories of more serious crime and high volume crimes. The MPHS is conducted

throughout Australia as a supplement to the Labour Force Survey and interviews are

conducted predominantly by telephone. One randomly selected person per household,

aged 15 years or over, was asked about whether they or their household experienced

selected personal or household crimes, providing information about incidents that

occurred over a 12-month period before the date of interview during 2008-09. Sexual

assault data were collected from people aged 18 years or over. For more information

about the survey refer to the Explanatory Notes.

AB O U T TH I S SU R V E Y

This publication presents first results from the Australian Bureau of Statistics' (ABS)

redesigned national Crime Victimisation Survey, conducted from July 2008 to June 2009

using the ABS Multipurpose Household Survey (MPHS). The publication includes data

about victims for a selected range of personal and household offences, whether victims

reported these incidents to police, characteristics of victims and characteristics of their

most recent incident, and people's perceptions of safety and problems in their

neighbourhood. Unless otherwise specified, differences between data items noted in the

Summary of Findings are statistically significant. See the Technical Note (paragraph 12)

for further details.

AB O U T TH I S PU B L I C A T I O N
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The proportion of victims who reported the most recent incident to police varied

depending on the type of crime:

! 87% for motor vehicle theft

Malicious property damage

Theft from motor vehicle

Other theft

Break-in

Attempted break-in

Motor vehicle theft

0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Proportion (%)

HOUSEHOLD CRIME VICT IMISAT ION RATES

In December 2008, Australia had 8.2 million households. It was estimated that in the 12

months prior to interview:

! 267,800 (3.3%) households were victims of at least one break-in to their home,

garage or shed

! 251,300 (3.1%) households were victims of at least one attempted break-in to their

home, garage or shed

! 91,000 (1.1%) households had at least one motor vehicle stolen

! 369,200 (4.5%) households were victims of at least one theft from a motor vehicle

! 912,500 (11%) households were victims of at least one incident of malicious

property damage

! 362,400 (4.4%) households were victims of at least one other theft. (Table 2)

Household Crime

In December 2008, 16.9 million people aged 15 years or over were living in private

dwellings in Australia. It was estimated that in the 12 months prior to interview, of those

aged 15 years or over:

! 527,400 (3.1%) people were victims of at least one physical assault

! 718,600 (4.2%) people were victims of at least one threatened assault, including

face-to-face and non face-to-face threatened assaults

! 96,700 (0.6%) people were victims of at least one robbery. (Table 1)

A total of 16.1 million people aged 18 years or over were living in private dwellings in

Australia during December 2008. It was estimated that in the 12 months prior to

interview, of those aged 18 years or over, 52,500 (0.3%) people were victims of at least

one sexual assault. (Table 1)

The proportion of victims who reported the most recent incident to police varied

depending on the type of crime:

! 45% for physical assault

! 39% for robbery

! 31% for sexual assault

! 30% for face-to-face threatened assault. (Table 1)

SN A P S H O T OF CR I M E

V I C T I M I S A T I O N

Personal crime
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The victimisation rates for physical assault were 8.7% for people aged 15-19 years and

5.2% for people aged 20-24 years, compared with 0.4% for people aged 65 years and

over. The victimisation rate was higher for people who were not married (5.3%) than for

people who were married (1.7%). The victimisation rate was higher for people who were

unemployed (7.1%) than people not in the labour force (2.2%), people employed

full-time (3.3%) and people employed part-time (3.7%). (Table 7)

An estimated 321,300 victims of physical assault were male, whereas 206,100 victims

were female (Table 1).

Approximately 62% of people who experienced a physical assault knew the offender in

the most recent incident, with 14% indicating that the offender was a member of their

family and 48% indicating that the offender was not a member of their family (Table 8).

An estimated 29% of the most recent physical assaults occurred at the victim's home,

20% occurred in the street or other open land, and 18% occurred at work or place of

study. No weapon was used in the majority (85%) of the most recent physical assaults,

and 54% of victims were not physically hurt. Of the 242,800 people physically hurt in the

most recent physical assault, 104,300 people sought medical treatment. (Table 8)

The location of physical assaults varied depending on the sex of the victim. Almost half

(49%) of the most recent physical assaults females experienced occurred at the victim's

home, compared with 17% experienced by males. (Table 9)

NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust
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PHYSICAL ASSAULT VICT IMISAT ION RATES

During the 12 months prior to interview, an estimated 1.8 million incidents of physical

assault were experienced by Australians aged 15 years or over (Table 1). Of the 527,400

estimated victims, 273,700 people experienced one physical assault, 102,900 experienced

two physical assaults and 144,000 experienced three or more physical assaults (Table 3).

The physical assault victimisation rate for Australia was 3.1% (Table 6).

PE R S O N A L CR I M E

Physical assault

! 76% for break-in

! 55% for theft from a motor vehicle

! 43% for malicious property damage

! 38% for attempted break-in

! 34% for other theft. (Table 2)

Household Crime  continued
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The victimisation rate for threatened assault for people who were not married (5.8%)

was higher than for those who were married (3.2%), and the victimisation rate for people

who were unemployed (9.4%) was higher than for those not in the labour force (2.9%),

those employed full-time (4.8%) or those employed part-time (4.2%). An estimated

415,100 threatened assault victims were male, whereas 303,500 were female. (Table 10)

The majority (61%) of people who experienced a face-to-face threatened assault knew

the offender in the most recent incident, with 10% indicating that the offender was a

member of their family and 50% indicating that the offender was not a member of their

family (Table 11).

An estimated 28% of the most recent face-to-face threatened assaults occurred at the

victim's home, 22% occurred at the victim's work, and 16% occurred in the street or

other open land. No weapon was used in the majority (92%) of the most recent

face-to-face threatened assaults. (Table 11)

Approximately 667,100 people experienced a face-to-face threatened assault, while

204,100 people experienced a non face-to-face threatened assault. Males had a higher

victimisation rate (4.7%) than females (3.2%) for face-to-face threatened assault. In

contrast, the victimisation rate was 1.2% for both males and females for non face-to-face

threatened assault. (Table 10)
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THREATENED ASSAULT VICT IMISAT ION RATES

In the 12 months prior to interview, Australians aged 15 years or over experienced an

estimated 3.9 million incidents of threatened assault, including face-to-face and non

face-to-face threatened assaults (Table 1). Of the 718,600 victims of threatened assault,

an estimated 251,500 people experienced one threatened assault, 143,800 experienced

two threatened assaults and 305,200 experienced three or more threatened assaults.

(Table 3)

The threatened assault victimisation rate for Australia was 4.2%. The Northern Territory

had the highest (8.2%) victimisation rate for this type of crime. (Table 6)

Threatened assault

Furthermore, the location of physical assaults varied according to the victim's

relationship to the offender. Of the 73,100 victims of a most recent physical assault

perpetrated by a current or previous partner, boyfriend/girlfriend or date, 78% occurred

in the victim's home. Of the 199,300 victims of a most recent physical assault perpetrated

by an offender the victim did not know, 9.1% occurred in the victim's home.(Table 9)

Physical assault  continued
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Australian households experienced an estimated 363,100 incidents of attempted break-in

during the 12 months prior to interview (Table 2). An estimated 182,600 households

experienced one attempted break-in, 49,100 experienced two incidents and 18,100

experienced three or more incidents (Table 4).

The attempted break-in victimisation rate for Australia was 3.1%. The Northern Territory

(8.1%) had the highest victimisation rate. The next highest victimisation rate was in

Western Australia (4.8%). (Table 15)

Attempted break- in

Offenders stole property in 67% of the most recent break-in incidents, with the most

commonly stolen items including money (18%), personal electronic equipment (14%)

and garden tools (13%). In addition, property was damaged in 49% of all incidents, while

offenders confronted someone in 12% of all incidents. (Table 16)
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BREAK- IN VICT IMISAT ION RATES

Australia had an estimated 373,600 break-in incidents in the 12 months prior to interview

(Table 2). These included incidents where a person's home, garage or shed was broken

into. An estimated 213,500 households experienced one break-in incident, 35,600

experienced two incidents and 18,000 experienced three or more incidents. (Table 4)

The break-in victimisation rate for Australia was 3.3%. The victimisation rate for the

Northern Territory (7.7%) was higher than any other state or territory. (Table 15)

HO U S E H O L D CR I M E

Break- in

As was the case with physical assault, the location of face-to-face threatened assaults

varied depending on the sex of the victim. Approximately 42% of the most recent

face-to-face threatened assaults that females experienced occurred at the victim's home,

compared with 18% for males. (Table 12)

In addition, the location of face-to-face threatened assaults varied according to the

victim's relationship to the offender. Of the 73,100 victims of a most recent face-to-face

threatened assault perpetrated by a current or previous partner, boyfriend/girlfriend or

date, 72% occurred in the victim's home. Of the 263,700 victims of a most recent

face-to-face threatened assault perpetrated by an offender the victim did not know, 8.7%

occurred in the victim's home. (Table 12)

Threatened assault

continued
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Australian households experienced an estimated 461,700 incidents of theft from a motor

vehicle during the 12 months prior to interview (Table 2). An estimated 304,900

households experienced one theft from a motor vehicle, 46,900 households experienced

two incidents and 16,700 households experienced three or more incidents (Table 4).

The victimisation rate for theft from a motor vehicle for Australia was 4.5%. Rates for the

Northern Territory (7.9%), and Western Australia, (7.5%), were higher than other states

and territories. (Table 15)

Theft from a motor vehic le

The majority (62%) of the most recent motor vehicle theft incidents occurred at the

victim's home, followed by the street or other open land (14%) (Table 18).
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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT VICT IMISAT ION RATES

Australian households experienced an estimated 97,900 incidents of motor vehicle theft

in the 12 months prior to interview (Table 2).

The victimisation rate for motor vehicle theft for Australia was 1.1% (Table 15).

Motor vehic le theft

Most (57%) people cited a door or window being damaged or tampered with as evidence

of the most recent attempted break-in (Table 17).
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ATTEMPTED BREAK- IN VICT IMISAT ION RATESAttempted break- in

continued
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The proportion of crime incidents people reported to police varied depending on the

type of crime:

! 86% for motor vehicle theft

! 70% for break-in

! 53% for theft from a motor vehicle

! 39% for physical assault

! 36% for malicious property damage

! 35% for attempted break-in

RE P O R T I N G TO PO L I C E

Types of property commonly damaged, defaced or destroyed in the most recent incident

were exterior items – including walls, windows, doors and fences – (66%) and cars or

other motor vehicles (29%) (Table 20).
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MAL IC IOUS PROPERTY DAMAGE VICT IMISAT ION RATES

Australian households experienced an estimated 1.6 million incidents of malicious

property damage during the 12 months prior to interview (Table 2). Approximately

669,000 households experienced one malicious property damage incident, 141,100

experienced two incidents and 100,900 experienced three or more incidents (Table 4).

The victimisation rate for malicious property damage for Australia was 11%. At a state and

territory level, the Northern Territory had the highest victimisation rate (20%). (Table

15)

Malic ious property

damage

Types of property frequently stolen in the most recent theft from a motor vehicle

included money (26%), other personal items (25%) and motor vehicle parts (23%). The

majority (59%) of most recent theft from a motor vehicle occurred at the victim's home.

(Table 19)
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THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE VICT IMISAT ION RATESTheft from a motor vehic le

continued
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The proportion of people feeling unsafe or very unsafe at home alone during the day was

similar across all states and territories. Additionally, the proportion of people feeling

unsafe or very unsafe at home alone after dark was similar for all states and territories.

(Table 22)

More than 4.0 million people aged 15 years or over used public transport alone after dark

in the 12 months prior to interview. Overall, 15% of all people felt safe or very safe on

public transport after dark, compared with 3.5% feeling unsafe or very unsafe. A further

9.6% of people indicated that they never used public transport alone after dark due to

safety concerns. The proportion of people feeling safe or very safe using public transport

alone after dark was lowest in the Northern Territory (6.8%) and Tasmania (7.2%). (Table

22)

Almost 8.0 million people aged 15 years or over walked alone after dark at least once in

the 12 months prior to interview. Overall, 37% of all people felt safe or very safe walking

alone after dark, whereas 3.1% felt unsafe or very unsafe. A further 15% of people

indicated that they never walked alone after dark due to safety concerns. The proportion

of people feeling unsafe or very unsafe in the Northern Territory (5.7%) was the highest

in Australia. (Table 22)

Unsafe or very unsafe

Neither safe nor unsafe

Safe or very safe

Never home alone

0 20 40 60 80 100
Proportion (%)

After dark
During the day

FEEL INGS OF SAFETY AT HOME ALONE

Higher proportions of people reported feeling safe, rather than unsafe, in the different

settings explored in the survey in the 12 months prior to interview. Approximately 83%

of people felt safe or very safe when at home alone during the day, and 70% felt this way

when at home alone after dark. Conversely, 2.1% of people felt unsafe or very unsafe

when at home alone during the day, and 4.3% felt this way when at home alone after

dark. Less than 1% of people indicated that they were never at home alone after dark

due to safety concerns. (Table 22)

FE E L I N G S OF SA F E T Y

! 28% for other theft

! 23% for robbery

! 23% for threatened assault.(Table 5)

RE P O R T I N G TO PO L I C E

continued
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Dangerous/noisy driving
Vandalism/graffiti
Housebreakings

Drunkenness
Louts/youth gangs

Car theft
Illegal drugs
Other theft

Prowlers/loiterers
Problems with neighbours

Other assault
Sexual assault

Other
No problems

0 10 20 30 40 50
Proportion (%)

NEIGHBOURHOOD PROBLEMS

Overall, 69% of people perceived that their neighbourhood had specific problems from

crime or public nuisance. Commonly perceived problems included dangerous or noisy

driving (45%); vandalism, graffiti or damage to property (35%); and housebreakings,

burglaries or theft from homes (29%). More than one third (34%) of people in Tasmania

perceived no specific problems in their neighbourhood, whereas 19% of people in the

Northern Territory perceived no specific problems. (Table 23)

Perceived neighbourhood

problems
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(b) Proportion of total persons who were a victim of selected crime. See
paragraph 30 of the Explanatory Notes for further information.

(c) Proportion of victims who reported most recent incident to police.
(d) Includes persons who refused to answer.
(e) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 
(f) Persons aged 18 and over.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

na not available
(a) People may have been a victim of more than one crime type, therefore

components may not add to total.

31.20.3na(d)16 085.216 021.552.541.2*11.3Sexual assault(f)
39.10.6*224.016 937.816 841.196.727.469.3Robbery

na6.35 711.416 937.815 872.61 065.2436.4628.8Total assault

na4.23 879.316 937.816 219.3718.6303.5415.1Total threatened assault(e)
na1.21 297.8(d)16 937.816 732.7204.1104.799.4Non face-to-face

29.73.92 581.516 937.816 270.8667.1274.5392.5Face-to-face
Threatened assault

44.73.11 832.116 937.816 410.4527.4206.1321.3Physical assault
Assault

%%'000'000'000'000'000'000

PersonsFemaleMale

Reporting

rate(c)
Victimisation

rate(b)
No. of

incidents

All

personsNon-victims

VICTIMS(a)

ALL PERSONS, Inc idents and vic t im isa t ion rates for selec ted persona l cr imes1

(a) Households may have been a victim of more than one crime type, therefore components may not add to total.
(b) Proportion of total households who were a victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the Explanatory Notes for further

information.
(c) Proportion of victims who reported most recent incident to police.

34.34.4590.98 189.57 827.1362.4Other theft
43.311.11 567.18 189.57 277.0912.5Malicious property damage
55.44.5461.78 189.57 820.3369.2Theft from motor vehicle
86.71.197.98 189.58 098.591.0Motor vehicle theft
38.13.1363.18 189.57 938.2251.3Attempted break-in
75.93.3373.68 189.57 921.7267.8Break-in

%%'000'000'000'000

Reporting

rate(c)
Victimisation

rate(b)
No. of

incidents

All

householdsNon-victimsVictims(a)

ALL HOUSEHOLDS, Inc idents and vic t im isa t ion rates for se lec ted househo ld cr imes2
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) Includes incidents experienced in the 12 months prior to survey.
(b) Includes persons who did not give numbers of incidents experienced or reported.
(c) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 

41.3**1.2*6.932.696.7*12.6*12.071.1Robbery
241.975.040.5124.7718.6305.2143.8251.5Threatened assault(c)
254.139.935.3177.7527.4144.0102.9273.7Physical assault

'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000

3 or

more21

3 or

more21

Total

persons

reporting

a crime(b)

VICTIMS REPORTING
ONE OR MULTIPLE
INCIDENTS

Total

persons

experiencing

a crime(b)

VICTIMS EXPERIENCING
ONE OR MULTIPLE
INCIDENTS(a)

VICT IMS OF SELECTED PERSONAL CRIMES, Repeat vic t im isa t ion and vic t im repor ts to

pol i ce3

(a) Includes incidents experienced in the 12 months prior to
survey.

(b) Includes households which did not give numbers of incidents
experienced or reported.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and
should be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and
is considered too unreliable for general use

130.85.512.5112.8362.435.056.9269.2Other theft
409.526.341.5340.0912.5100.9141.1669.0Malicious property damage
208.45.722.7179.2369.216.746.9304.9Theft from motor vehicle

79.5**0.1*4.574.991.0**0.16.784.2Motor vehicle theft
99.9*5.914.878.9251.318.149.1182.6Attempted break-in

204.310.819.4173.8267.818.035.6213.5Break-in

'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000

3 or

more21

3 or

more21

Total

households

reporting a

crime(b)

VICTIMS REPORTING
ONE OR MULTIPLE
INCIDENTS

Total

households

experiencing

a crime(b)

VICTIMS EXPERIENCING
ONE OR MULTIPLE
INCIDENTS(a)

VICT IMS OF SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CRIMES, Repeat vic t im isa t ion and vic t im repor ts to

pol i ce4
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

(a) Includes incidents experienced in the 12 months prior to survey.
(b) Number of incidents reported to police (excluding those where people did

not know how many incidents they had reported to police) as a proportion
of total number of incidents experienced (including those where people
did not know how many incidents they had reported to police).

(c) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 

27.5162.3590.9Other theft
35.9562.11 567.1Malicious property damage
52.9244.1461.7Theft from motor vehicle
86.084.297.9Motor vehicle theft
35.4128.6363.1Attempted break-in
70.0261.6373.6Break-in

*23.051.4*224.0Robbery
22.7881.83 879.3Threatened assault(c)
39.3*720.31 832.1Physical assault

%'000'000

Proportion

of all

incidents

reported to

police(b)

Total

incidents

reported

to police

Total

incidents

experienced

by

victims(a)

INCIDENTS OF SELECTED PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD CRIMES, Number of inc idents

exper ienced and repor ted to pol i ce5
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
(a) Proportion of total persons who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the

Explanatory Notes for further information.
(b) Refers to mainly urban areas only. For further information, see paragraph 12 of the

Explanatory Notes.
(c) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 
(d) Persons aged 18 and over.
(e) Includes persons who refused to answer.

0.3(e)16 085.216 021.552.5Australia

**0.2(e)257.8257.3**0.4Australian Capital Territory
*0.4(e)117.7117.2*0.5Northern Territory(b)
*0.5(e)371.6369.8*1.8Tasmania
*0.1(e)1 607.41 604.2*2.0Western Australia
*0.4(e)1 215.31 210.0*5.0South Australia
0.4(e)3 169.33 152.814.0Queensland

*0.3(e)4 063.54 050.3*11.0Victoria
*0.3(e)5 282.75 259.8*17.8New South Wales

SE X U A L AS S A U L T (d)

0.616 937.816 841.196.7Australia

**0.4271.2270.1**1.0Australian Capital Territory
*0.9124.7123.5*1.1Northern Territory(b)

**0.7392.1389.3**2.8Tasmania
1.01 694.31 677.516.8Western Australia

*0.51 277.11 270.8*6.4South Australia
*0.43 346.33 333.1*13.2Queensland
0.64 272.34 248.224.1Victoria
0.65 559.95 528.631.3New South Wales

RO B B E R Y

4.216 937.816 219.3718.6Australia

5.6271.2256.115.1Australian Capital Territory
8.2124.7114.510.2Northern Territory(b)
5.0392.1372.619.4Tasmania
4.41 694.31 620.374.0Western Australia
4.21 277.11 223.154.1South Australia
4.43 346.33 198.8147.5Queensland
4.34 272.34 088.1184.2Victoria
3.85 559.95 345.9214.0New South Wales

TH R E A T E N E D AS S A U L T (c)

3.116 937.816 410.4527.4Australia

2.8271.2263.77.5Australian Capital Territory
5.7124.7117.57.1Northern Territory(b)
4.1392.1376.116.0Tasmania
3.81 694.31 629.964.5Western Australia
2.81 277.11 241.635.5South Australia
3.03 346.33 245.6100.7Queensland
3.34 272.34 129.8142.5Victoria
2.85 559.95 406.1153.8New South Wales

PH Y S I C A L AS S A U L T

%'000'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

personsNon-victimsVictims

ALL PERSONS, Whether a vic t im of persona l cr ime by state and ter r i to r y6

16 A B S • CR I M E V I C T I M I S A T I O N , A U S T R A L I A • 4 5 3 0 . 0 • 2 0 0 8 – 0 9



(a) Proportion of total persons who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the
Explanatory Notes for further information.

(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).
(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Includes 'don't know' responses and refused to answer.

3.116 937.8527.4Total(d)

3.31 131.037.6No income source
1.21 524.018.9Other cash income
3.33 768.3122.5Government cash pensions and allowances
1.8934.116.7Unincorporated business cash income
3.59 411.9329.0Employee cash income

Main source of personal income

2.25 538.6121.5Not in the labour force
7.1507.436.2Unemployed

3.73 110.0116.1Part-time
3.37 781.7253.7Full-time

Employed
Labour force status

3.47 966.6268.2No non-school qualification
3.45 296.4180.1Advanced diploma/diploma or below
2.13 400.372.5Bachelor degree or above

Level of highest non-school qualification

3.46 343.6215.5Balance of state/territory
2.910 594.2311.9Captial city

Area of usual residence

1.74 720.682.2Total born overseas

1.42 940.442.6Other countries(c)
2.21 780.239.7Main English speaking countries(b)

Born overseas
3.612 215.2445.2Australia

Country of birth

5.36 655.9351.0Not married
1.710 281.9176.4Married

Marital status

0.42 669.411.165 and over
1.22 408.928.655–64
2.52 935.673.345–54
3.03 063.091.135–44
4.22 945.1122.625–34
5.21 488.476.720–24
8.71 427.5124.015–19

Age group (years)

2.48 593.0206.1Female
3.98 344.8321.3Male

Sex

%'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

personsVictims

ALL PERSONS, Whether a vic t im of phys ica l assau l t by se lec ted charac te r i s t i cs7
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) More than one type of relationship to offender may have been specified so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes persons who did not give details of relationship to offender.
(c) Includes persons who did not give details of most recent incident.

100.0527.4100.0206.1100.0321.3Total(c)

55.2291.051.2105.557.7185.5Did not tell police
44.7235.748.8100.642.0135.0Told police

Reported incident to police

53.8283.646.996.658.2187.0Not physically injured

26.3138.532.567.122.271.4Medical treatment not sought
19.8104.320.141.419.662.9Medical treatment sought

Whether sought medical treatment
46.0242.852.6108.541.8134.3Physically injured

Experienced physical injury

84.9447.985.1175.584.8272.4No weapon used
14.978.614.429.715.248.9Weapon used

Whether weapon used

3.719.6*1.3*2.65.3*17.0Other location
*3.3*17.2*3.3*6.8*3.3*10.5Shopping centre
4.020.9*3.5*7.24.3*13.7In a private or public vehicle

12.867.4*2.8*5.919.161.5Place of entertainment/recreation
20.4107.412.926.725.180.7In the street or other open land
17.793.414.930.819.562.6Work/place of study

8.946.8*12.024.76.922.0Other person's home
29.4154.849.2101.516.653.3Victim's home

Location of incident

37.8199.322.847.047.4152.2Offender not known

62.2328.277.2159.152.6169.1Total offender known

47.9252.550.7104.546.1148.0Total non-family member

4.021.2*4.7*9.63.611.6Other known person(b)
10.153.1*3.4*7.014.346.1Known by sight only

4.222.3*4.4*9.1*4.113.2Neighbour
11.158.410.221.011.737.4Colleague/fellow school student/professional relationship
10.555.5*10.1*20.910.834.5Friend

8.444.418.337.6*2.1*6.8Previous partner/ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend
Non-family member

14.475.726.554.76.5*21.0Total family member

4.624.3*5.8*11.9*3.9*12.4Sibling/other family member
3.216.87.214.9**0.6**1.9Child

*1.4*7.6*1.7*3.4**1.3**4.1Parent
5.529.112.525.7*1.1*3.4Current partner, boyfriend, girlfriend or date

Family member
Offender known

Relationship to offender(a)

%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemaleMale

VICT IMS OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident by sex8
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) More than one type of relationship to offender may have been specified so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes parent, child, and sibling.
(c) Includes friend, colleague/fellow school student, neighbour, and professional colleague.
(d) Includes not stated.

100.0527.470.6372.629.4154.8Total(d)

100.0199.390.9181.09.118.2Did not know offender
100.053.186.846.1*13.2*7.0Known by sight only
100.0156.975.1117.824.939.1Other known person(c)
100.047.4*26.9*12.873.134.6Other family member(b)
100.073.1*22.2*16.377.856.9Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Persons

100.0206.150.8104.649.2101.5Total(d)
100.047.084.939.9*15.1*7.1Did not know offender
100.0*7.0**35.6**2.5*64.4*4.5Known by sight only
100.060.670.442.729.617.9Other known person(c)
100.029.023.06.777.022.3Other family member(b)
100.063.0*20.8*13.179.249.9Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Female

100.0321.383.4268.016.653.3Total(d)
100.0152.292.7141.17.3*11.1Did not know offender
100.046.194.643.6*5.4*2.5Known by sight only
100.096.378.075.122.021.2Other known person(c)
100.0*18.4**33.2**6.1*66.8*12.3Other family member(b)
100.0*10.2**31.3**3.268.7*7.0Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Male

%'000%'000%'000

TotalOther locationOwn home

VICT IMS OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT, Sex and re la t ionsh ip to of fender by locat ion in most

recent inc ident (a)9
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(c) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social
Statistics (ASCCSS).

(d) Includes inadequately described.
(e) Includes 'don't know' responses and persons who refused to answer.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

(a) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 
(b) Proportion of total persons who were victim of selected crime. See

paragraph 30 of the Explanatory Notes for further information.

16 937.84.2718.61.2204.13.9667.1Total(e)

1 131.03.944.01.011.43.539.6No income source
1 524.01.827.3*0.3*4.21.827.3Other cash income
3 768.34.3160.81.557.33.8144.6Government cash pensions and allowances

934.13.532.6*1.0*8.93.330.9Unincorporated business cash income
9 411.94.8449.31.3122.34.5420.1Employee cash income

Main source of personal income

5 538.62.9163.00.845.02.7149.5Not in the labour force
507.49.447.63.718.88.543.1Unemployed

3 110.04.2130.81.238.74.0123.8Part-time
7 781.74.8377.11.3101.64.5350.7Full-time

Employed
Labour force status

7 966.64.1327.91.295.13.8304.8No non-school qualification
5 296.45.0262.21.579.94.5240.3Advanced diploma/diploma or below
3 400.33.5117.80.826.13.3113.4Bachelor degree or above

Level of highest non-school qualification

6 343.64.8307.51.488.74.5287.9Balance of state/territory
10 594.23.9411.01.1115.43.6379.2Captial city

Area of usual residence

4 720.62.9137.60.733.02.8130.5Total born overseas

2 940.42.471.70.616.32.367.9Other countries(d)
1 780.23.765.80.916.73.562.6Main English speaking countries(c)

Born overseas
12 215.24.8581.01.4171.14.4536.5Australia

Country of birth

6 655.95.8388.12.0130.15.4358.7Not married
10 281.93.2330.40.774.03.0308.4Married

Marital status

2 669.40.924.5*0.2*4.20.923.265 and over
2 408.92.662.40.511.42.458.155–64
2 935.64.3126.31.030.34.1119.545–54
3 063.05.1157.31.853.64.6140.535–44
2 945.14.6136.71.442.34.3127.625–34
1 488.46.698.91.724.66.393.920–24
1 427.57.9112.62.637.77.3104.415–19

Age group (years)

8 593.03.5303.51.2104.73.2274.5Female
8 344.85.0415.11.299.44.7392.5Male

Sex

'000%'000%'000%'000

Victimisation

rate(b)Victims

Victimisation

rate(b)Victims

Victimisation

rate(b)Victims

All

persons

TOTAL THREATENED
ASSAULT(a)

NON FACE-TO-FACE
THREATENED
ASSAULT

FACE-TO-FACE
THREATENED
ASSAULT

ALL PERSONS, Whether a vic t im of threatened assau l t by selec ted charac te r i s t i cs10
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) More than one type of relationship to offender may have been specified so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes persons who did not give details of relationship to offender.
(c) Includes persons who did not give details of most recent incident.

100.0667.1100.0274.5100.0392.5Total(c)

70.1467.363.3173.874.8293.5Did not tell police
29.7198.436.399.725.298.7Told police

Reported incident to police

92.3615.894.4259.290.8356.6No weapon used
7.449.2*5.0*13.79.135.6Weapon used

Whether weapon used

3.523.4*4.0*11.13.112.3Other location
3.624.1*3.2*8.73.915.3At a shopping centre

*3.5*23.5*2.3*6.3*4.4*17.1In a public vehicle
4.832.2*4.9*13.54.818.7In a private vehicle
9.563.34.512.213.051.0At a place of entertainment/recreation

16.2108.011.030.319.877.7In the street or other open land
3.5*23.1*2.8*7.6*4.0*15.6Place of study

21.9145.917.648.224.997.8Work
5.537.07.620.84.116.1Another person's home

28.0186.742.2115.818.170.9Victim's home
Location of incident

39.5263.724.266.550.3197.3Offender not known

60.5403.375.8208.049.7195.3Total offender known

50.1334.056.7155.845.4178.3Total non-family member

6.039.77.019.35.220.5Other known person(b)
8.255.06.116.79.838.3Known by sight only
8.456.210.428.67.027.6Neighbour
5.838.77.219.74.819.0Professional relationship
8.456.14.813.310.942.8Colleague/fellow school student
6.744.67.721.26.0*23.4Friend

*1.9*12.4*3.2*8.8*0.9*3.6Ex-boyfriend or ex-girlfriend
5.435.811.130.5*1.3*5.2Previous partner

Non-family member

10.368.419.052.34.116.1Total family member

3.120.54.1*11.2*2.4*9.3Other family member
*1.3*8.3*2.1*5.7**0.7**2.6Sibling
*1.7*11.3*3.6*9.9**0.4**1.4Child
*0.6*3.8**1.3*3.4**0.1**0.4Parent
3.725.08.222.5**0.6**2.4Current partner, boyfriend, girlfriend or date

Family member
Offender known

Relationship to offender(a)

%'000%'000%'000

PersonsFemaleMale

VICT IMS OF FACE-  TO-  FACE THREATENED ASSAULT , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident

by sex11
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
(a) More than one type of relationship to offender may have been specified so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes parent, child, and sibling.
(c) Includes friend, colleague/fellow school student, neighbour, and professional colleague.
(d) Includes not stated.

100.0667.172.0480.428.0186.7Total(d)

100.0263.791.3240.98.722.8Did not know offender
100.055.085.346.9*14.7*8.1Known by sight only
100.0235.367.6159.232.476.1Other known person(c)
100.043.437.616.362.427.1Other family  member(b)
100.073.128.420.871.652.3Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Persons

100.0274.557.8158.842.2115.8Total(d)
100.066.587.958.4*12.1*8.1Did not know offender
100.016.781.6*13.6**18.4**3.1Known by sight only
100.0102.059.160.340.941.7Other known person(c)
100.029.740.3*12.059.717.7Other family  member(b)
100.061.925.916.074.145.8Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Female

100.0392.581.9321.618.170.9Total(d)
100.0197.392.5182.57.514.8Did not know offender
100.038.386.933.3*13.1*5.0Known by sight only
100.0133.274.298.825.834.4Other known person(c)
100.0*13.7*31.7*4.368.3*9.4Other family  member(b)
100.011.2*42.1*4.757.9*6.5Current or previous partner/boyfriend/girlfriend or date

Male

%'000%'000%'000

TotalOther locationOwn home

VICT IMS OF FACE-  TO-  FACE THREATENED ASSAULT , Sex and re la t ionsh ip to of fender by

locat ion in most recent inc ident (a )12
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
(a) Proportion of total persons who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the

Explanatory Notes for further information.
(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).
(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Includes 'don't know' responses and refused to answer.

0.616 937.896.7Total (d)

*0.61 131.0*6.2No income source
*0.21 524.0*3.2Other cash income
0.53 768.320.5Government cash pensions and allowances

*0.3934.1*2.8Unincorporated business cash income
0.79 411.963.2Employee cash income

Main source of personal income

0.45 538.620.2Not in the labour force
*1.4507.4*7.0Unemployed

0.83 110.023.4Part-time
0.67 781.746.2Full-time

Employed
Labour force status

0.77 966.652.6No non-school qualification
0.65 296.429.5Advanced diploma/diploma or below

*0.43 400.3*13.7Bachelor degree or above
Level of highest non-school qualification

0.56 343.629.0Balance of state/territory
0.610 594.267.7Captial city

Area of usual residence

0.44 720.620.8Total born overseas

0.62 940.416.5Other countries(c)
*0.21 780.2*4.3Main English speaking countries(b)

Born overseas
0.612 215.275.9Australia

Country of birth

0.96 655.961.5Not married
0.310 281.935.2Married

Marital status

*0.12 669.4*3.165 and over
*0.32 408.9*6.455–64
*0.32 935.6*9.545–54
0.53 063.015.735–44
0.82 945.123.025–34
1.01 488.414.720–24

*1.71 427.5*24.215–19
Age group (years)

0.38 593.027.4Female
0.88 344.869.3Male

Sex

%'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

personsVictims

ALL PERSONS, Whether a vic t im of robbery by se lec ted charac te r i s t i cs13
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
(a) Proportion of total persons who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the

Explanatory Notes for further information.
(b) Based on the Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS).
(c) Includes inadequately described.
(d) Persons aged 18 and over.
(e) Includes 'don't know' responses and refused to answer.

0.316 085.252.5Total (d)(e)

**0.2748.2**1.4No income source
*0.21 492.9*3.6Other cash income
0.43 666.713.3Government cash pensions and allowances

**0.3934.1**2.5Unincorporated business cash income
0.39 083.131.7Employee cash income

Main source of personal income

0.35 089.412.8Not in the labour force
*0.9450.7*3.9Unemployed

*0.42 818.5*11.1Part-time
0.37 726.524.7Full-time

Employed
Labour force status

0.37 157.922.3No non-school qualification
0.45 252.820.0Advanced diploma/diploma or below

*0.33 400.3*10.2Bachelor degree or above
Level of highest non-school qualification

0.45 998.821.1Balance of state/territory
0.310 086.431.4Captial city

Area of usual residence

0.34 631.313.3Total born overseas

*0.32 884.8*9.4Other countries(c)
*0.21 746.4*3.9Main English speaking countries(b)

Born overseas
0.311 451.939.2Australia

Country of birth

0.65 809.533.2Not married
0.210 275.719.4Married

Marital status

*0.15 078.3*4.755 and over
*0.22 935.6*4.745–54
0.43 063.012.435–44
0.62 945.117.825–34
0.62 063.313.018–24

Age group (years)

0.58 177.441.2Female
*0.17 907.8*11.3Male

Sex

%'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

personsVictims

PERSONS AGED 18 YEARS AND OVER, Whether a vic t im of sexua l assau l t by selec ted

charac te r i s t i cs14
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(a) Proportion of total households who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the
Explanatory Notes for further information.

(b) Refers to mainly urban areas only. For further information, see paragraph 12 of the
Explanatory Notes.

4.58 189.57 820.3369.2Australia

5.1132.7125.96.8Australian Capital Territory
7.961.957.04.9Northern Territory(b)
3.6199.8192.57.2Tasmania
7.5833.2771.062.2Western Australia
4.3649.6621.528.2South Australia
3.41 609.61 555.354.2Queensland
5.12 046.61 943.2103.4Victoria
3.92 656.22 553.8102.3New South Wales

TH E F T FR O M MO T O R VE H I C L E

1.18 189.58 098.591.0Australia

1.3132.7131.01.7Australian Capital Territory
2.061.960.61.2Northern Territory(b)
1.5199.8196.82.9Tasmania
1.1833.2824.48.8Western Australia
1.1649.6642.47.3South Australia
0.81 609.61 596.812.7Queensland
1.12 046.62 024.921.8Victoria
1.32 656.22 621.634.6New South Wales

MO T O R VE H I C L E TH E F T

3.18 189.57 938.2251.3Australia

2.1132.7129.92.8Australian Capital Territory
8.161.956.95.0Northern Territory(b)
3.1199.8193.56.3Tasmania
4.8833.2793.140.1Western Australia
2.7649.6632.317.4South Australia
2.61 609.61 567.642.0Queensland
2.62 046.61 993.353.3Victoria
3.22 656.22 571.884.4New South Wales

AT T E M P T E D BR E A K - I N

3.38 189.57 921.7267.8Australia

4.2132.7127.25.5Australian Capital Territory
7.761.957.14.8Northern Territory(b)
2.6199.8194.75.1Tasmania
5.1833.2791.042.2Western Australia
3.2649.6628.721.0South Australia
3.41 609.61 555.653.9Queensland
2.82 046.61 990.156.5Victoria
3.02 656.22 577.478.8New South Wales

BR E A K - I N

%'000'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

householdsNon-victimsVictims

ALL HOUSEHOLDS, Whether a vic t im of househo ld cr ime by state and ter r i to r y15

A B S • CR I M E V I C T I M I S A T I O N , A U S T R A L I A • 4 5 3 0 . 0 • 2 0 0 8 – 0 9 25



(a) Proportion of total households who were victim of selected crime. See paragraph 30 of the
Explanatory Notes for further information.

(b) Refers to mainly urban areas only. For further information, see paragraph 12 of the
Explanatory Notes.

4.48 189.57 827.1362.4Australia

5.3132.7125.77.0Australian Capital Territory
8.261.956.85.1Northern Territory(b)
4.2199.8191.38.5Tasmania
5.3833.2789.244.0Western Australia
4.9649.6618.131.6South Australia
4.41 609.61 538.770.9Queensland
4.42 046.61 957.089.6Victoria
4.02 656.22 550.4105.7New South Wales

OT H E R TH E F T

11.18 189.57 277.0912.5Australia

15.3132.7112.420.3Australian Capital Territory
19.661.949.712.1Northern Territory(b)
11.1199.8177.622.1Tasmania
14.7833.2711.1122.1Western Australia
11.8649.6572.876.9South Australia

9.51 609.61 456.9152.7Queensland
10.72 046.61 828.0218.7Victoria
10.82 656.22 368.6287.6New South Wales

MA L I C I O U S PR O P E R T Y DA M A G E

%'000'000'000

Victimisation

rate(a)
All

householdsNon-victimsVictims

ALL HOUSEHOLDS, Whether a vic t im of househo ld cr ime by state and ter r i to r y  co n t i n u e d
15
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(a) More than one type of item may have been stolen so
components may not add to total.

(b) Includes not stated.

100.0267.8Total(b)

92.4247.4No
7.219.3Yes

Whether offender did anything else

87.6234.6Offenders did not confront anyone
12.032.1Offenders confronted someone

Whether offenders confronted anyone

50.9136.4No property damaged
48.7130.3Property damaged

Whether property was damaged

20.454.6Other
12.734.1Garden tools

9.625.6Audio/Visual equipment
13.937.2Personal electronic equipment

9.224.7Computer equipment
7.520.0Mobile phone/PDA/BlackBerry

12.433.1Other personal items
3.28.4Keys

12.032.1Jewellery
7.520.0Purse/Wallet/Handbag

17.647.0Money
Type of property stolen(a)

32.587.1Property not stolen
67.1179.6Property stolen

Whether property stolen

%'000

Households

VICT IMS OF BREAK-  IN, Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident16
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

(a) More than one type of item may have been stolen so components may not
add to total.

(b) Includes not stated.

100.0251.3Total(b)

9.624.2Other
*1.6*4.1Someone tried to enter using false pretences
10.526.5Someone seen acting suspiciously
11.829.5Someone seen trying to break in

2.35.8Burglar alarm went off
12.130.5Gate/fence was damaged/tampered with

7.518.8Door/window was open when it should not have been
56.9142.9Door/window was damaged/tampered with

%'000

Households

VICT IMS OF ATTEMPTED BREAK-  IN, Type of ev idence of attempted break-  in in most recent

inc ident (a )17

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered
too unreliable for general use

100.091.0Total 

**1.7**1.5Other
10.39.4

Carpark at a shopping centre, place of
entertainment/recreation, train station, bus stop
or interchange

13.712.5In the street or other open land
*5.9*5.4Work
6.96.2Other person's home

61.656.0Own home

%'000

Households

VICT IMS OF MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT , Locat ion of motor veh ic le thef t in most recent

inc ident18
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be
used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

(a) More than one type of property may have been stolen so components
may not add to total.

(b) Includes don't know and not stated.

100.0369.2Total (b)

3.312.0Other

3.914.5At a place of entertainment/recreation
5.219.1At a shopping centre

*1.0*3.6At a train station, bus stop or interchange
Carparks

16.661.3In the street or other open land
**0.3**1.1Place of study

5.821.4Work
5.219.4Another person's home

58.6216.5Home
Location

16.260.0Other
23.386.1Motor vehicle parts
22.683.5Personal electronic equipment

8.933.0Mobile phone/PDA/BlackBerry
24.590.5Other personal items

2.17.9Keys
1.45.2Jewellery

13.750.7Purse/wallet/handbag (including contents)
25.895.3Money

Type of property stolen(a)

%'000

Households 

VICT IMS OF THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident19
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(a) More than one type of property may have
been stolen so components may not add to
total.

(b) Includes not stated.

100.0912.5Total (b)

2.320.6Other
28.7261.6Car/Other motor vehicle
66.2603.8Exterior items

0.87.4Audio/Visual equipment
0.87.2Computer equipment
1.09.4Furniture
4.641.6Interior furnishings

%'000

Households

VICT IMS OF MALIC IOUS PROPERTY DAMAGE, Types of proper t y damaged, defaced or

dest royed in most recent inc ident (a)20
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered
too unreliable for general use

(a) Includes theft of property belonging to a person or a member of the person's
household not mentioned previously in the survey.  See the Glossary for
further information.

(b) More than one type of property may have been stolen so components may
not add to total.

(c) Includes not stated.

100.0362.4Total(c)

3.713.3Other
6.724.4At a place of entertainment/recreation
4.416.0At a shopping centre

*0.7*2.5At a train station, bus stop or interchange
7.326.3In the street or other open land

*1.8*6.4In a public vehicle
**0.3**1.2In a private vehicle

6.925.0Place of study
8.029.1Work
4.416.1Another person's home

55.2200.0Home
Location

13.950.2Other
14.954.0Bicycles/sporting equipment
21.477.5Outdoor/garden items
10.738.7Personal electronic equipment
10.237.1Mobile phone/PDA/BlackBerry
13.850.1Other personal items

1.65.9Keys
3.713.4Jewellery

11.742.3Purse/wallet/handbag (including contents)
11.641.9Money

Type of property stolen(b)

%'000

PercentsHouseholds

VICT IMS OF OTHER THEFT (a) , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent inc ident21
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Main reason for never being alone.
(b) Includes persons aged between 15 and 17 years in cases where a proxy or guardian responded on their behalf.
(c) Refers to mainly urban areas only. For further information, see paragraph 12 of the Explanatory Notes.

100.036.014.63.17.136.7Australia

100.031.711.5*3.17.743.8Australian Capital Territory
100.036.023.15.79.422.5Northern Territory(c)
100.039.111.51.75.139.6Tasmania
100.036.717.53.67.931.5Western Australia
100.034.416.52.96.937.2South Australia
100.040.414.12.75.634.5Queensland
100.032.015.73.17.639.4Victoria
100.036.613.03.27.637.1New South Wales

WA L K I N G AL O N E AF T E R DA R K IN OW N NE I G H B O U R H O O D

100.064.39.63.55.314.8Australia

100.068.85.5*1.15.217.3Australian Capital Territory
100.075.98.3*2.33.46.8Northern Territory(c)
100.081.84.1*0.92.97.2Tasmania
100.064.614.13.35.39.8Western Australia
100.069.69.83.04.211.5South Australia
100.070.47.02.43.514.0Queensland
100.058.211.54.37.016.7Victoria
100.062.28.84.15.716.8New South Wales

US I N G PU B L I C TR A N S P O R T AL O N E AF T E R DA R K

100.016.10.54.37.069.5Australia

100.011.5**0.24.36.974.8Australian Capital Territory
100.012.8**0.27.213.562.9Northern Territory(c)
100.011.9*0.83.35.775.3Tasmania
100.016.40.65.59.765.1Western Australia
100.013.3**0.34.58.471.4South Australia
100.015.9*0.33.56.771.0Queensland
100.014.90.64.66.471.2Victoria
100.018.40.54.36.667.8New South Wales

AT HO M E AL O N E AF T E R DA R K

100.09.2*0.12.13.183.0Australia

100.05.6—*2.0*2.787.5Australian Capital Territory
100.010.2**0.32.96.676.7Northern Territory(c)
100.07.7**0.11.92.185.2Tasmania
100.08.3**0.12.33.583.0Western Australia
100.08.8**0.11.83.184.2South Australia
100.08.2**0.11.72.784.6Queensland
100.09.0**—1.92.884.0Victoria
100.010.7**0.12.53.480.9New South Wales

AT HO M E AL O N E DU R I N G TH E DA Y

%%%%%%

Total(b)

Never

alone due

to other

reason(a)

Never alone

due to safety

concerns(a)

Feel

unsafe

or very

unsafe

Feel

neither

safe

nor

unsafe

Feel

safe

or

very

safe

ALL PERSONS, Fee l ings of safety by state and ter r i to r y22
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
(a) More than one type of problem may have been reported so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes persons aged between 15 and 17 years in cases where a proxy or guardian responded on their behalf.

100.01 694.3100.01 277.1100.03 346.3100.04 272.3100.05 559.9Total(b)
22.7384.727.9356.533.41 118.631.81 357.131.91 773.8No problems
*0.8*14.2*0.4*5.60.517.1*0.4*16.00.949.1Other problems
10.8183.88.8112.811.6388.08.6365.610.0555.3Problems with neighbours/domestic problems
10.1171.46.987.88.0266.59.0382.510.8603.0Other assault

3.966.83.140.03.7125.43.8161.93.8211.5Sexual assault
17.8301.514.0179.411.9397.515.2649.116.7928.4Illegal drugs
55.1933.252.7673.645.81 530.944.41 895.340.72 264.9Dangerous/noisy driving
44.7757.039.8508.027.7926.534.91 490.836.62 033.4Vandalism/graffiti/damage to property
21.9370.916.0204.421.1705.719.2821.724.11 337.7Drunkenness
14.6247.810.5133.611.8396.49.3398.612.2677.0Prowlers/loiterers
20.6348.818.0229.619.1639.618.1772.621.91 218.5Louts/youth gangs
15.1256.612.7161.610.8361.613.0556.413.0722.4Other theft
21.7367.520.5261.811.6388.420.5875.017.1948.0Car theft
39.7673.130.6390.326.1874.827.71 184.628.51 584.1Housebreakings/burglaries/theft from homes

%'000%'000%'000%'000%'000

WASAQldVic.NSW

ALL PERSONS, Perce i ved prob lems in the neighbourhood by state and ter r i to r y (a )23

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
(a) More than one type of problem may have been reported so components may not add to total.
(b) Includes persons aged between 15 and 17 years in cases where a proxy or guardian responded on their behalf.

100.016 937.8100.0271.2100.0124.7100.0392.1Total(b)
30.85 209.422.761.719.324.133.9132.9No problems

0.6106.1*0.4*1.0*1.0*1.2*0.4*1.7Other problems
10.01 695.311.932.317.622.09.135.5Problems with neighbours/domestic problems

9.31 580.79.927.017.221.55.421.1Other assault
3.8635.44.411.910.312.91.35.0Sexual assault

15.12 552.514.739.813.717.010.139.8Illegal drugs
45.37 681.249.7134.852.165.046.8183.4Dangerous/noisy driving
35.35 973.339.0105.644.054.824.897.1Vandalism/graffiti/damage to property
21.43 621.020.555.645.456.517.568.6Drunkenness
11.61 957.513.135.526.032.59.236.1Prowlers/loiterers
19.93 365.018.851.136.545.515.159.3Louts/youth gangs
12.82 162.114.940.322.327.79.135.5Other theft
17.62 987.520.154.623.829.715.962.5Car theft
29.14 936.235.395.641.952.320.881.5Housebreakings/burglaries/theft from homes

%'000%'000%'000%'000

Aust.ACTNTTas.

ALL PERSONS, Perce i ved prob lems in the neighbourhood by state and ter r i to r y (a )  co n t i n u e d
23

A B S • CR I M E V I C T I M I S A T I O N , A U S T R A L I A • 4 5 3 0 . 0 • 2 0 0 8 – 0 9 33



(a) Refers to mainly urban areas only. For further information, see
paragraph 12 of the Explanatory Notes.

(b) Includes both face-to-face and non face-to-face incidents. 
(c) Persons aged 18 and over.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should
be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

362.47.05.18.544.031.670.989.6105.7Victims of other theft
912.520.312.122.1122.176.9152.7218.7287.6Victims of malicious property damage
369.26.84.97.262.228.254.2103.4102.3Victims of theft from a motor vehicle

91.01.71.22.98.87.312.721.834.6Victims of motor vehicle theft
251.32.85.06.340.117.442.053.384.4Victims of attempted break-in
267.85.54.85.142.221.053.956.578.8Victims of break-in

8 189.5132.761.9199.8833.2649.61 609.62 046.62 656.2All households

HO U S E H O L D S

52.5**0.4*0.5*1.8*2.0*5.014.0*11.0*17.8Victim of sexual assault(c)
96.7**1.0*1.1**2.816.8*6.4*13.224.131.3Victim of robbery

718.615.110.219.474.054.1147.5184.2214.0Victim of threatened assault(b)
527.47.57.116.064.535.5100.7142.5153.8Victim of physical assault
507.4*6.5*1.910.541.443.684.9124.2194.5Unemployed

10 891.7195.396.8233.11 158.1790.92 252.22 711.63 453.8Employed
16 937.8271.2124.7392.11 694.31 277.13 346.34 272.35 559.9Persons aged 15 or more

PE R S O N S

41.2**0.4**0.4*1.7*1.5*4.4*9.9*10.1*12.7Victim of sexual assault(c)
27.4**0.2**0.5*0.8*2.9**1.8**6.1*6.2*8.9Victim of robbery

303.57.35.110.831.919.863.881.083.6Victim of threatened assault(b)
206.1*1.92.57.422.513.940.555.262.4Victim of physical assault
241.5*1.9*1.26.122.121.738.262.388.0Unemployed

4 960.295.846.3106.1507.9359.21 035.11 226.11 583.5Employed
8 593.0138.962.6200.3844.4651.01 692.92 170.42 832.6Persons aged 15 or more

FE M A L E

*11.3—**0.1**0.1**0.5**0.6**4.1**0.8**5.1Victim of sexual assault(c)
69.3**0.8*0.6**2.013.9*4.6*7.117.9*22.3Victim of robbery

415.17.85.18.642.134.283.8103.1130.4Victim of threatened assault(b)
321.35.64.68.642.021.660.287.391.4Victim of physical assault
265.9*4.6*0.7*4.419.321.946.761.8106.4Unemployed

5 931.599.550.4126.9650.2431.71 217.01 485.51 870.3Employed
8 344.8132.262.1191.8849.9626.11 653.42 101.92 727.3Persons aged 15 or more

MA L E

'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000'000

Aust.ACTNT(a)Tas.WASAQldVic.NSW

POPULAT IONS, By state and ter r i to r y24
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10    The scope of the LFS is restricted to people aged 15 years and over and excludes

the following:

! members of the permanent defence forces

SC O P E AN D CO V E R A G E

8    ABS interviewers conducted personal interviews by either telephone or at selected

dwellings during 2008-09. Each month a sample of dwellings was selected for the MPHS

from the responding households in the LFS. After the LFS had been fully completed for

each person at these dwellings, a usual resident aged 15 years or over was selected at

random and asked the additional MPHS questions in a personal interview predominantly

by telephone. Where the randomly selected person was aged between 15 and 17 years a

parent or guardian was allowed to opt to respond on their behalf. Information about

perceived neighbourhood problems excludes data for those aged between 15 years and

17 years where a proxy responded on their behalf. Information was collected using

Computer Assisted Interviewing, whereby responses were recorded directly onto an

electronic questionnaire in a notebook computer.

9    The sample was accumulated over a 12-month period (July 2008 to June 2009). The

Crime Victimisation topic was not collected in New South Wales in July and August to

avoid having respondents being asked similar questions to those they were asked in the

April 2008 NSW Crime and Safety Survey.  The estimation methodology used ensures

that estimates for this topic are not impacted by the abbreviated collection period in

New South Wales.

DA T A CO L L E C T I O N

1    This publication presents results from the Australian Bureau of Statistics' (ABS)

Crime Victimisation Survey conducted from July 2008 to June 2009. The data were

collected as part of the Multipurpose Household Survey (MPHS) for the 2008-09 financial

year.

2    The MPHS is conducted each year throughout Australia from July to June as a

supplement to the ABS' monthly Labour Force Survey (LFS). It is designed to collect

statistics for a number of small, self-contained topics, including labour topics and other

social and economic subjects. The topics collected in 2008-09 were:

! education, personal and household income, and occupation and industry of current

job (core topics)

! crime victimisation

! barriers and incentives to labour force participation

! retirement and retirement intentions and

! household use of information technology.

3    For all topics, information on labour force characteristics, education, income and

other demographics are also available.

4    The crime victimisation topic collected information from individuals about their own

and their household's experience of selected crimes, the reporting of those crimes to

police, and perceptions of safety and problems in the neighbourhood.

5    Data for other MPHS topics collected in 2008-09 have been released in separate ABS

publications.

6    The MPHS will be the vehicle for collection of crime victimisation data for the

2009-10 reference period and annually thereafter.

7    The publication Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) contains information

about survey design, sample redesign, scope, coverage and population benchmarks

relevant to the monthly LFS, which also applies to supplementary surveys. It also

contains definitions of demographic and labour force characteristics, and information

about telephone interviewing relevant to both the monthly LFS and supplementary

surveys.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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16    Weighting is the process of adjusting results from a sample survey to infer results

for the total in scope population. To do this, a 'weight' is allocated to each sample unit,

which, for the MPHS can be either a person or a household. The weight is a value that

indicates how many population units the sample unit represents. The first step in

calculating weights for each unit is to assign an initial weight, which is the inverse of the

probability of being selected in the survey. The initial weights are then calibrated to align

with independent estimates of the population of interest, referred to as 'benchmarks'.

Weights are calibrated against population benchmarks to ensure survey estimates

conform to the independently estimated distribution of the population rather than the

distribution within the sample itself.

17    The estimation procedure for these surveys ensures that estimates of persons

calibrate exactly to independently produced population totals at broad levels. The known

population totals are produced according to the scope of the survey. The same is true for

estimates of households produced in this survey. However, in these cases the household

benchmarks are actually estimates themselves and not strictly known population totals.

18    Survey estimates are benchmarked to persons or households within the scope of

the survey. The sample for the MPHS was benchmarked against demographic estimates

corresponding to December 2008, midway through the MPHS enumeration cycle. For

example, the MPHS was benchmarked to the estimated civilian population aged 15 years

or over living in private dwellings in each state and territory excluding persons out of

WE I G H T I N G , ES T I M A T I O N AN D

BE N C H M A R K I N G

14    The initial total sample for the crime victimisation topic included in the MPHS

2008-09 consisted of 34,513 private dwelling households, which is approximately double

the standard MPHS sample. Of the 29,261 private dwelling households that remained in

the survey after sample loss (i.e. households with LFS non-response, no residents in

scope for the LFS, vacant or derelict dwellings and dwellings under construction),

approximately 25,601 or 87% were fully responding to the crime victimisation topic.

15    Due to differences in the scope and sample size of the MPHS and that of the LFS,

the estimation procedure may lead to some small variations between labour force

estimates from this survey and those from the LFS. For further information on the

sample size of the LFS, refer to the ABS information paper Information Paper: Labour

Force Survey Sample Design, Nov 2007 (Third edition) (cat. no. 6269.0).

SA M P L E S I Z E

! certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, customarily excluded from

census and estimated resident populations

! overseas residents in Australia

! members of non-Australian defence forces (and their dependants).

11    In addition, the 2008-09 MPHS excluded the following:

! people living in very remote parts of Australia

! people living in non-private dwellings such as hotels, university residences, students

at boarding schools, patients in hospitals, residents of homes, (e.g. retirement

homes, homes for persons with disabilities, women's shelters), and inmates of

prisons.

12    The 2008-09 MPHS was conducted in both urban and rural areas in all states and

territories, but excluded people living in very remote parts of Australia. The exclusion of

these people is expected to have only a minor impact on any aggregate estimates that

are produced for individual states and territories, except in the Northern Territory where

such people account for around 23% of the population.

13    The LFS applies coverage rules that aim to ensure each person is associated with

only one dwelling and hence has only one chance of selection in the survey. See Labour

Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0) for more details.

SC O P E AN D CO V E R A G E

continued
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30    The level of victimisation can be expressed in more than one way. The most

common measure derived from crime victim surveys is prevalence, that is, the number of

the relevant population that have been a victim of a given crime at least once in the

reference period. Victimisation rates used in this publication represent the prevalence of

selected crimes in Australia, and are generally expressed as a proportion of the total

relevant population.

Stat ist ical measures of crime

vict imisat ion

26    Crime victim surveys are best suited to measuring crimes against individuals or

households with specific victims, who are aware of and recall what happened to them

and how it happened, and who are willing to relate what they know.

27    This survey covered only selected types of personal and household crimes. Personal

crimes covered in the survey were physical assault, threatened assault, robbery and

sexual assault. Household crimes covered in the survey were break-ins, attempted

break-ins, motor vehicle theft, theft from a motor vehicle, malicious property damage

and other theft.

28    Not all types of crime are suitable for measurement by household surveys. No

reliable information can be obtained about crimes without specific victims, such as

trafficking in narcotics. Crimes of which the victim may not be aware cannot be

measured effectively - some instances of fraud and attempted crimes of many types may

fall into this category. It may also be difficult to obtain information about some crimes

such as sexual offences and assault committed by other household members. Some of

these crimes may not be fully reflected in the data collected. Household survey data

excludes crimes against commercial establishments or government agencies.

29    For this survey the definition of total victims is restricted to those crimes included

in the survey and does not represent all crime in Australia.

CO N T E N T

24    Confidentialised unit record files (CURF) contain confidentialised microdata from

surveys, thereby facilitating interrogation and analysis of data.

25    For the crime victimisation topic in the 2008-09 MPHS survey, one expanded CURF

will be released in 2010. For more information on expanded CURFs refer to the ABS 

Technical Manual for MPHS expanded CURFs (cat. no. 4100.0).

CO N F I D E N T I A L I S E D  UN I T

RE C O R D F I L E

22    Offence data are classified according to the Australian Standard Offence

Classification, 2008 (Second Edition) (cat. no. 1234.0).

23    Country of birth data are classified according to the Standard Australian

Classification of Countries (Second Edition) (cat. no. 1269.0).

CL A S S I F I C A T I O N S US E D

21    Non-sampling error may occur in any collection, whether it is based on a sample or

a full count such as a census. Sources of non-sampling error include non-response,

errors in reporting by respondents or recording of answers by interviewers, and errors in

coding and processing data. In addition, the way respondents respond to the survey's

questions will depend on their personal circumstances, their interpretation of the

questions, and how much they are willing to divulge.

Non-sampl ing error

20    Sampling error is the difference between the published estimates, derived from a

sample of people or households, and the value that would have been produced if all

people or households in scope of the survey had been included. For more information

refer to the Technical Note.

Sampling error

19    Estimates provided in this publication are subject to sampling and non-sampling

error.

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF ES T I M A T E S

scope. Survey estimates of counts of persons or households are obtained by summing

the weights of persons or households with the characteristics of interest.

WE I G H T I N G , ES T I M A T I O N AN D

BE N C H M A R K I N G  continued
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No0.040.30.030.3Sexual assault
Yes0.186.00.104.8

Assault (including physical assault
and face-to-face threatened
assault)

Yes0.060.60.040.4Robbery
No0.081.10.081.0Motor vehicle theft
Yes0.123.10.122.6Attempted break-in
No0.143.30.143.3Break-in

Significant
difference?

Standard
error%

Standard
error%

2008/09 Multipurpose

Household Survey

estimate

2005 Crime

and Safety

survey estimate

COMPARISON OF VICT IMISAT ION RATES, Aust ra l i a

35    Crime victimisation data for 2005 were obtained from the National Crime and Safety

Survey. Shortly after the April 2005 LFS interview, paper Crime and Safety questionnaires

were mailed to LFS respondents. Each respondent in the household was asked to

complete a questionnaire relating to his or her personal experience of crime, and return

it to the ABS by mail. One questionnaire per household also contained questions relating

to experiences of household crime, to be answered by one respondent on behalf of the

household as a whole.

36    The ABS has investigated the statistical significance of data changes between the

2005 National Crime and Safety Survey and the 2008-09 Crime Victimisation Survey using

the MPHS. The analysis found significant differences in the rates of three of six selected

crime types (attempted break-in, robbery and assault), as the table below shows.

However, it is difficult to identify the underlying reason for this change due to the

number of differences between the two surveys, as well as the three years separating

their collection and a possible actual change in the incidence of crime. Differences

between the two surveys are described below. Where results are not statistically

significant it can not be assumed that there is no impact.

Comparabi l i ty with 2005

National Crime and Safety

Survey

33    A National Crime and Safety Survey was last conducted in 2005, and previous to that

in 2002, 1998, 1993, 1983 and 1975. Since 1990 the ABS has conducted state-specific

Crime and Safety Surveys in New South Wales (1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001,

2003, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008), Western Australia (1991, 1995, 1999 and 2000), South

Australia (1991, 1995 and 2000), Victoria (1994 and 1995), Tasmania (1998) and

Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory (1995). All of the surveys since 1990

have required respondents to self-complete the questionnaires and mail these back to

the ABS.

34    The 2008-09 Crime Victimisation Survey has been redesigned using a new method

of collection. The 2008-09 MPHS data were collected by personal interviews by telephone

or at selected dwellings. Due to differences in mode of data collection and survey

questions, crime victimisation data from the 2008-09 Crime Victimisation Survey onwards

is not directly comparable with data from previous years' Crime and Safety Surveys.

DA T A CO M P A R A B I L I T Y

Comparabi l i ty with previous

ABS Crime and Safety Surveys

31    Information recorded in this survey is essentially 'as reported' by respondents and

hence may differ from that which might be obtained from other sources or via other

methodologies. This factor should be considered when interpreting the estimates in this

publication.

32    Information was also collected on respondents' perceptions of problems in the

neighbourhood. Perceptions are influenced by a number of factors and can change

quickly. Care should therefore be taken when analysing or interpreting these data.

DA T A QU A L I T Y
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43    Data for selected crimes recorded by police agencies are available in Recorded

Crime - Victims, Australia (cat. no. 4510.0). The Crime Victimisation Survey provides an

additional source of data on crime victimisation for the selected crimes, including crime

not reported to or detected by police. This survey identifies the nature of this

unreported crime, as well as giving information about victims of repeated crimes. The

information from the survey should be viewed as a complement to published police

statistics on crime. There are two types of reporting rates in this publication. The

reporting rates in Tables 1 and 2 refer to the proportion of victims who reported the

most recent incident of a crime to police. The reporting rates in Table 5 refer to the total

number of incidents of a crime reported to police expressed as a percentage of the total

number of incidents of that crime experienced. Police statistics include victims of all

ages, whereas this survey collects information for people aged 15 years or over, and

sexual assault is only asked directly for people aged 18 years or over.

44    The terms used for the crimes (such as robbery and physical assault) may not

necessarily correspond with the legal or police definitions used. This is because

responses obtained in this survey are based on the respondent's perception of being the

victim of a crime. The definitions of terms used in this survey are based on the wording

of the questions asked of the respondent and specifications provided to interviewers,

and can be found in the Glossary of this publication.

45    For each crime type, survey respondents were asked how many of the incidents

that happened to them in the 12 months prior to the interview became known to the

police. As interviews were conducted during 2008-09 the data in this publication relates

to crimes occurring over a 12 month period at some time between July 2007 and June

2009. The actual reference period for a particular respondent was determined by the

Comparison with pol ice

stat ist ics

42    The ABS produces different crime statistics collections and these can yield different

results. Caution should be taken in comparison across other ABS surveys and

administrative by-product data that address crime and justice issues. For more

information on comparisons between sources, please refer to Information Paper:

Measuring Crime Victimisation, Australia: The Impact of Different Collection

Methodologies, 2002 (cat. no. 4522.0.55.001)

Comparison with other ABS

surveys

37    In 2008-09 respondents were asked screening questions in the feelings of safety

topic. The questions were: 'In the last 12 months, have you spent time at home by

yourself (during the day/after dark)'. Respondents who answered 'yes' to one or both of

these question were asked to rate on a scale how safe they felt at home by themselves

during the day/after dark. In 2005 all respondents were asked to rate how safe or unsafe

they felt at home by themselves during the day/after dark.

38    In 2008-09 separate questions were asked about incidents of assault and incidents

of threatened assault, whereas in 2005 data collected for incidents of assault and

threatened assault were output at an aggregate level.

39    In 2005 respondents were asked whether anyone had stolen or tried to steal

anything from them in the last 12 months, whereas in 2008-09 respondents were asked

whether anyone had stolen anything belonging to them or to a member of their

household.

40    In 2008-09 data about theft from a motor vehicle, other thefts and malicious

property damage were collected for the first time.

41    Some data collected in the 2005 National Crime and Safety Survey were not

collected in 2008-09 Crime Victimisation Survey. A list of data items for the 2008-09

Crime Victimisation Survey is available in an Excel spreadsheet datacube from the ABS

website. For a list of data items collected in the 2005 National Crime and Safety Survey,

refer to ABS publication Crime and Safety, Australia, 2005 (cat. no. 4509.0).   

Comparabi l i ty with 2005

National Crime and Safety

Survey  continued
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50    Other ABS publications that may be of interest are shown below. Most of these are

available via the ABS website.

Australian Standard Offence Classification, 2008 (Second Edition) (cat. no. 1234.0)

Community Safety, Tasmania, October 1998 (cat. no. 4515.6)

Crime and Safety, Australia: Supplementary National and Standard Tables, 1998

(cat. no. 4509.0.40.001)

Crime and Safety, Australia, April 2005, 2002, 1998 and 1993 (cat. no. 4509.0)

Crime and Safety Survey: Expanded Confidentialised Unit Record File, 2002 (cat.

no. 4509.0.55.002)

Crime and Safety, Australia: Expanded Confidentialised Unit Record File, 2005

(cat. no. 4524.0.55.003)

Crime and Safety, New South Wales, April 2008, 2007, 2006, 2004, 2003, 2001, 2000,

1999, 1997, 1996, 1995, 1994 (cat. no. 4509.1)

Crime and Safety, Queensland, April 1995 (cat. no. 4509.3)

Crime and Safety, South Australia, October 2000, April 1995, April 1991 (cat. no.

4509.4)

Crime and Safety, Victoria, April 1995, 1994 (cat. no. 4509.2)

Crime and Safety, Western Australia, October 1999, 1995 (cat. no. 4509.5)

General Social Survey: Summary Results, Australia, 2006, 2002 (cat. no. 4159.0)

Information Paper: Measuring Crime Victimisation, Australia: The Impact of

Different Collection Methodologies, 2002 (cat. no. 4522.0.55.001)

RE L A T E D PU B L I C A T I O N S

49    ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by individuals,

businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued cooperation is very

much appreciated. Without it the wide range of statistics published by the ABS would

not be available. Information received by the ABS is treated in strict confidence as

required by the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

AC K N O W L E D G E M E N T

47    In the interpretation of the results of the 2008-09 survey, consideration should be

given to the representativeness of the sample. This is affected by the response rate and

also the fact that the survey covers only people living in private dwellings. It does not

include people such as the homeless or those living in special accommodation, sections

of the community that may be heavily victimised.

48    In order to derive the total number of incidents for the selected crimes the survey

looked at victimisation as discrete incidents, whereas for many victims of violence this

can be an ongoing situation.

OT H E R ME T H O D O L O G I C A L

IS S U E S

date of their interview. Also, there is no verification a crime report has actually been

made for the crime. There are many reasons why an incident reported to police may not

be recorded as a crime. Victims may advise police of a matter but not seek to have it

dealt with as a crime. This is especially true of incidents where the offender is related, or

otherwise known, to the victim. The information received by police may not be sufficient

to allow them to determine whether a crime has been committed, or what kind of

offence has been committed. The incident may also have been coded to a different crime

category.

46    Another source of variation between the survey results and crimes recorded by

police relates to differences in scope. This survey collects information on the personal

crimes of robbery and physical assault and threatened assault for all people aged 15 years

or over, and sexual assault for people aged 18 years or over. In contrast, police statistics

include victims of all ages and any comparisons need to allow for this difference.

Furthermore, police record all crimes reported to them in the reference period, whether

or not the incidents took place during that period or at an earlier time, and count all

distinct instances of victimisation reported.

Comparison with pol ice

stat ist ics  continued
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52    Non-ABS sources that may be of interest can be accessed through the National

Centre for Crime and Justice Statistics theme page on the ABS website.

NO N - A B S PU B L I C A T I O N S

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Law and Justice Issues,

1994 (cat. no. 4189.0)

National Offence Index, 2009 (cat. no. 1234.0.55.001)

Personal Safety, Australia, 2005 (cat. no. 4906.0)

Recorded Crime - Offenders, Selected states and territories, 2007-08 (cat. no. 4519.0)

Recorded Crime - Victims, Australia, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001,

2000, 1999, 1998, 1997, 1996, 1995, January 1994, January to December 1993 (cat.

no. 4510.0)

Victims of Crime, Australia, 1983 (cat. no. 4506.0)

Western Australian Statistical Indicators, September 2000 - September 2009 (cat. no.

1367.5)

Women’s Safety, Australia, 1996 (cat. no. 4128.0).

51    Current publications and other products released by the ABS are listed in the 

Catalogue of Publications and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). The catalogue is available

from the ABS website. The ABS also issues a daily Release Advice on the website that

details products to be released in the week ahead. In addition, the National Centre for

Crime and Justice Statistics theme page contains a wealth of information and useful

references and this site can be accessed through the ABS website.

RE L A T E D PU B L I C A T I O N S

continued

standard errorSE

Standard Australian Classification of CountriesSACC

relative standard errorRSE

Multipurpose Household SurveyMPHS

Labour Force SurveyLFS

confidentialised unit record fileCURF

Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social StatisticsASCCSS

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABSAB B R E V I A T I O N S
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Household victims of other theftPopulat ion 16

Household victims of malicious property damagePopulat ion 15

Household victims of theft from a motor vehiclePopulat ion 14

Household victims of motor vehicle theftPopulat ion 13

Household victims of attempted break-inPopulat ion 12

Household victims of break-inPopulat ion 11

Victims of sexual assault (people aged 18 years or over)Populat ion 10

Victims of robberyPopulat ion 9

Victims of threatened assault (face-to-face and non-face-to-face)Populat ion 8

Victims of non-face-to-face threatened assaultPopulat ion 7

Victims of face-to-face threatened assaultPopulat ion 6

Victims of assaultPopulat ion 5

All unemployed personsPopulat ion 4

All employed personsPopulat ion 3

All householdsPopulat ion 2

All persons aged 15 years or overPopulat ion 1

The ABS has a range of data available from the crime victimisation section of the

Multipurpose Household Survey. This appendix lists the populations that relate to the

survey.

The populations for a particular data item refer to the people in the survey to whom the

data relate. More detailed breakdowns of some data items are available on request.

To obtain data available on request, or for more information about our customised data

service, contact the National Information and Referral Service on 1300 135 070, or by

facsimile on 1300 135 211, or email to <client.services@abs.gov.au>.

DA T A AV A I L A B L E ON

RE Q U E S T
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6    Therefore, there are about two chances in three that the value that would have been

produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey will fall within the range

507,400 to 547,400 and about 19 chances in 20 that the value will fall within the range

487,400 to 567,400. This example is illustrated in the diagram below:

SE of estimate = RSE
100 % estimate

= 0.038 % 527, 400

= 20, 000 (rounded to nearest 100)

5    Standard errors can be calculated using the estimate (numbers or percentages) and

the corresponding RSEs. For example, Table 8 shows the estimated number of persons

who were victims of physical assault in the last 12 months was 527,400. The RSE table

corresponding to the estimate in Table 8 (see VICTIMS OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT,

Characteristics of most recent incident - Relative Standard Errors at the end of this

Technical Note) shows the RSE for this estimate is 3.8%. The SE is calculated by:

CA L C U L A T I O N OF S T A N D A R D

ER R O R

Standard error of an est imate

3    In the tables in this publication, only estimates (numbers, percentages, counts or

proportions) with RSEs less than 25% are considered sufficiently reliable for most

purposes. However, estimates with larger RSEs have been included and are preceded by

an asterisk (e.g. *2.2) to indicate they are subject to high SEs relative to their estimate

and should be used with caution. Estimates with RSEs greater than 50% are preceded by

a double asterisk (e.g. **1.5) to indicate that they are considered too unreliable for

general use.

4    Limited publication space does not allow for the separate indication of SEs and/or

RSEs of all the estimates in this publication, only those for Table 8 have been included at

the end of this Technical Note. However, RSEs were calculated for each separate

estimate and are available to download free-of-charge as Excel spreadsheets from the

ABS website <www.abs.gov.au> as an attachment to this publication. The Jackknife

method of variance estimation is used to calculate SEs, which involves the calculation of

30 replicate estimates based on 30 different sub samples of the original sample. The

variability of estimates obtained from these sub samples is used to estimate the sample

variability surrounding the main estimate.

RSE% = SE
estimate % 100

1    Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from

occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability. That is, they

may differ from those estimates that would have been produced if all occupants of all

dwellings had been included in the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given

by the standard error (SE), which indicates the extent to which an estimate might have

varied by chance due to only a sample of dwellings being included. There are about two

chances in three (67%) that a sample estimate will differ by less than one SE from the

number that would have been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and about 19

chances in 20 (95%) that the difference will be less than two SEs.

2    Another measure of the likely difference is the relative standard error (RSE), which is

obtained by expressing the SE as a percentage of the estimate.

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF ES T I M A T E S
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14    The imprecision due to sampling variability, which is measured by the SE, should

not be confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections in reporting

by respondents and recording by interviewers, and errors made in coding and processing

data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-sampling error, and they occur in

any enumeration, whether it be a full count or sample. Every effort is made to reduce

non-sampling error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training

and supervision of interviewers, and efficient operating procedures.

NO N - S A M P L I N G ER R O R

13    If the value of the test statistic is greater than 1.96 then there is statistical evidence

(with 95% confidence) of a difference in the two populations with respect to that

characteristic. Otherwise, it cannot be stated with confidence that there is a real

difference between the populations.

x− y
SE(x− y)

12    The statistical significance test for any of the comparisons between estimates was

performed to determine whether, with a certain level of confidence, there is evidence of

a true difference between the corresponding population characteristics. The standard

error of the difference between two corresponding estimates (x and y) can be calculated

using the formula in paragraph 10. This standard error is then used to to calculate the

following test statistic:

ST A T I S T I C A L S I G N I F I C A N C E

TE S T I N G

11    While this formula will only be exact for differences between separate and

uncorrelated characteristics or subpopulations, it is expected to provide a good

approximation for all differences likely to be of interest in this publication.

SE(x− y) = [SE(x)]2 + [SE(y)]2

10    The difference between two survey estimates (numbers or percentages) is itself an

estimate and is therefore subject to sampling error. The sampling error of the difference

between two estimates depends on their SEs and the relationship (correlation) between

them. An approximate SE of the difference between two estimates (x-y) may be

calculated by the following formula:

Differences between

est imates

9    Therefore, the SE for persons who were assaulted by a friend in the most recent

incident of assault as a proportion of persons who knew their offender in the most

recent incident of assault is 2.0 percentage points (=16.9×(11.9/100)). Therefore, there

are about two chances in three that the proportion is between 14.9% and 18.9% and 19

chances in 20 that the proportion is within the range 12.9% to 20.9%.

RSE( x
y ) = 12.82 − 4.62 = 11.9%

8    As an example, using estimates from Table 8, 55,500 persons were assaulted by a

friend in the most recent incident of assault in the last 12 months, representing 16.9% of

the 328,200 persons who knew the offender in the most recent incident of assault. From

the RSE table at the end of this Technical Note, the RSE of the estimated number of

persons who were assaulted by a friend in the most recent incident of assault is 12.8%,

and the RSE of the estimated number of persons who knew the offender in the most

recent incident of assault is 4.6%. Applying the above formula, the RSE of the proportion

is:

RSE( x
y ) = [RSE(x)]2 − [RSE(y)]2

7    Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio of two estimates are also subject

to sampling error. The size of the error depends on the accuracy of both the numerator

and the denominator. A formula to approximate the RSE of a proportion is given below.

This formula is only valid when x is a subset of y.

RS E S OF CO M P A R A T I V E

ES T I M A T E S

Proport ions and percentages
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
(a) More than one type of relationship to offender may have been specified so components may

not add to total.
(b) Includes persons who did not give details of relationship to offender.
(c) Includes persons who did not give details of most recent incident.

3.8527.4Total(c)

6.2291.0Did not tell police
6.5235.7Told police

Reported incident to police

5.5283.6Not physically injured

6.2138.5Medical treatment not sought
8.0104.3Medical treatment sought

Whether sought medical treatment
5.5242.8Physically injured

Experienced physical injury

4.2447.9No weapon used
11.178.6Weapon used

Whether weapon used

24.819.6Other location
29.3*17.2Shopping centre
21.620.9In a private or public vehicle

9.867.4Place of entertainment/recreation
8.9107.4In the street or other open land

10.193.4Work/place of study
17.646.8Other person's home

7.9154.8Victim's home
Location of incident

5.6199.3Offender not known

4.6328.2Total offender known

5.2252.5Total non-family member

18.721.2Other known person(b)
12.553.1Known by sight only
16.522.3Neighbour
17.258.4Colleague/fellow school student/professional relationship
12.855.5Friend
13.644.4Previous partner/ex-boyfriend/ex-girlfriend

Non-family member

11.075.7Total family member

22.024.3Sibling/other family member
22.116.8Child
33.3*7.6Parent
15.929.1Current partner, boyfriend, girlfriend or date

Family member
Offender known

Relationship to offender(a)
%'000

RSE of

personsPersons

VICT IMS OF PHYSICAL ASSAULT , Charac te r i s t i cs of most recent
inc iden t -   Relat i ve Standard Er ro rs

SA M P L E TA B L E W I T H RS E S
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Includes wages or salary from all jobs, whether full-time or part-time. Also wages, salaries
or fees paid to the owner of a limited liability company.

Employee cash income

Includes employed people who usually worked less than 35 hours a week (in all jobs)
and either did so during the reference week, or were not at work in the reference week.

Employed part-time

Includes employed people who usually worked 35 hours or more a week (in all jobs) and
those who, although usually working less than 35 hours a week, worked 35 hours or
more during the reference week.

Employed full-time

All people aged 15 years or over who, during the reference week:
! worked for one hour or more for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind in a job

or business, or on a farm (comprising employees, employers and own account
workers); or

! worked for one hour or more without pay in a family business or on a farm (i.e.
contributing family workers); or

! were employees who had a job but were not at work and were:
! away from work for less than four weeks up to the end of the reference week; or

! away from work for more than four weeks up to the end of the reference week and

received pay for some or all of the four week period to the end of the reference

week; or

! away from work as a standard work or shift arrangement; or

! on strike or locked out; or

! on workers' compensation and expected to return to their job; or

! were employers or own account workers, who had a job, business or farm, but were
not at work.

Employed

Country of birth has been classified according to the Standard Australian Classification
of Countries (SACC), 1998 (Revision 2.03) (cat. no. 1269.0). Main English speaking
countries include Canada, Republic of Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, United
Kingdom and United States of America.

Country of birth

To come into contact with an offender or offenders.Confront

Includes PCs, printers, scanners and modems.Computer equipment

Where a household was a victim of either a break-in or an attempted break-in, or both.Break-in/attempted break-in

An incident where the respondent's home (primary residence) was broken into. Includes
break-ins to garage, shed or any detached secure building such as games/hobby room
etc. Caravans were only included if it was the respondent's permanent residence.
Break-in incidents relating to a respondent's car or front or rear yard were excluded.

Break-in

Comprises the Northern Territory, Australian Capital Territory, and the balance of the six
states (excluding the state capital cities).

Balance of state or territory

Includes TVs, VCRs, DVD players, and stereos.Audio/visual equipment

An incident where an attempt was made to break into the respondent's home, garage or
shed.
! Includes incidents where the respondent (or another person) saw someone acting

suspiciously around the property if it was suspected that his or her intent was to steal
property.

! Excludes any attempted break-in that resulted in an actual break-in (e.g. attempted to
break in through a door but then gained entry through a window).

! Also excludes attempted break-ins to a respondent's car.

Attempted break-in

The definition of this term was left to the interpretation of the respondent. However, if
respondents queried whether having a baby, young child (under 12 years of age) or pet
at home was the same as being alone, they were informed that it was.

Alone

Of the person at the time of the survey.Age
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An incident where a motor vehicle was stolen from any member of the household.
Includes cars, utes, motorcycles, buses and trucks. Excludes boats and trailers. Only
includes vehicles where the primary use is for private purposes (i.e. excludes commercial
vehicles). Motor vehicle theft incidents are collected as household-level data.

Motor vehicle theft

Includes car audio and DVD equipment.Motor vehicle parts

Includes incidents where a respondent was admitted to hospital, or incidents where a
respondent was seen by a doctor or other medical practitioner in a hospital emergency
room but not admitted to hospital.

Medical treatment

As reported by the person at the time of survey.Marital status

Intentional or wilful (not accidental) damage, defacement or destruction of any part of
the respondent's home or anything usually kept at his or her home. The questions on
malicious property damage relate to the respondent's home and any property belonging
to the respondent or a member of his or her household, excluding any rental,
investment or holiday properties that he or she owns. Property is something tangible in
nature including land, conveyances, animals or other objects capable of being privately
owned. Destruction can mean any alteration that may render something imperfect or
inoperative. It can include destruction of property, graffiti or vandalism, partial
destruction, killing or harming an owned animal, and removing or destroying a plant or
other part of an owned landscape. Excludes turning off water meters and flicking safety
switches etc. if no damage to the meter occurred.

Malicious property damage

People alone or in groups creating problems or fear in the respondent's neighbourhood.Louts or youth gangs

A classification of the civilian population aged 15 years or over into employed,
unemployed or not in the labour force, as defined. The definitions conform closely to
the international standard definitions adopted by the International Conferences of
Labour Statisticians.

Labour force status

Used when the respondent knew of the offender(s) by sight only but did not have a
personal relationship with them. Respondents were not asked whether they were living
with this person at the time of the incident if this was the only response to a question
about a particular incident.

Known by sight only

Includes walls, floors, and ceilings.Interior furnishings

A single occurrence of a crime event, such as a break-in, attempted break-in, theft of a
motor vehicle, or act of robbery, assault or sexual assault. Single respondents can report
multiple incidents, which means the total number of victims and total number of
incidents may differ.

Incident

Specifically, a break-in, attempted break-in, motor vehicle theft, theft from a motor
vehicle, incident of malicious property damage, or other theft, in which a household is
considered to be the victim of the crime.

Household crime

A group of people resident in a private dwelling who share common facilities and meals
and who consider themselves to be a household. It is possible for a dwelling to contain
more than one household, for example, where regular provision is made for groups to
take meals separately and where people consider their households to be separate.

Household

Any government pension, benefit or allowance payments made by overseas governments
as well as the Australian Government.

Government cash pensions
and allowances

Relates to people's feelings of safety in selected situations when they are alone. If a
person had a young child with them or a pet they were treated as being alone. Questions
about feelings of safety were asked of all respondents aged 18 years or over and all 15 to
17 year olds where a parent/guardian gave permission for a personal interview.

Feelings of safety

Includes walls, windows, doors, fences, garden, letter boxes, statues, and outdoor
settings.

Exterior items
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Includes buses, trains, trams, ferries and taxis.Public transport

People hanging around respondents' homes or around shops/parks in their
neighbourhoods who made them feel worried/concerned.

Prowlers or loiterers

A relationship between the respondent and other person(s) which has occurred
primarily through the course of the respondent's occupation. For example, this includes
engagement with clients of a business at which the respondent may have been working
at the time of an incident, as well as relationships between medical professionals and
patients, and also relationships between police/security officers and offenders.

Professional relationship

Motor vehicle used for private purposes, e.g. car.Private vehicle

Includes pub and nightclub.Place of
entertainment/recreation

An incident where anyone used physical force or violence against a respondent. Physical
force or violence includes being: pushed, grabbed, shoved, slapped, hit with an open
hand or fist, kicked or bitten. It also includes being hit with something else that could
hurt a respondent i.e. a bat, hammer, belt, pot, ruler, etc. It includes being beaten,
choked, stabbed, shot, burnt, dragged or hit deliberately by a vehicle. Includes assault in
a respondent's line of work. It excludes incidents that occurred during the course of play
on a sporting field, verbal abuse, and incidents of sexual assault or threatened sexual
assault which also involved physical assault.

Physical assault

Includes MP3 players and digital cameras.Personal electronic equipment

Specifically, a robbery, physical assault, threatened assault or sexual assault, in which an
individual is considered to be the victim of the crime.

Personal crime

Includes Christmas decorations stolen from yard or exterior walls.Outdoor/garden items

Any unlawful taking or obtaining of money or goods other than from motor vehicles
owned by the respondent or a household member, without the use of force, threat of
force or violence, coercion or deception, with the intent to permanently deprive the
owner or possessor of the use of the money or goods. Includes any theft of property
belonging to a respondent or a member of the respondent's household not mentioned
previously in the survey by the respondent. Includes property belonging to a household
member stolen from a vehicle not owned by a household member. Also includes
property stolen from a yard or garden (e.g. statue, plants). Excludes any incidents
involving theft covered in other sections of the survey such as break-ins or robberies.
Other theft incidents are collected as household-level data.

Other theft

Includes clothing and compact discs.Other personal items

Used to describe the relationship of the offender to the respondent when the
relationship did not match any of the other categories listed.

Other known person

Includes profit or loss from rental property, dividends or interest, child support or
maintenance, superannuation, annuity or allocated pension, or workers' compensation.

Other cash income

People who were not in the categories employed or unemployed as defined.Not in the labour force

A household or person that has not reported at least one of the crimes surveyed.Non-victim

Non-school qualifications are awarded for educational attainments other than those of
pre-primary, primary or secondary education. They include qualifications at the
Postgraduate Degree level, Master Degree level, Graduate Diploma and Graduate
Certificate level, Bachelor Degree level, Advanced Diploma and Diploma level, and
Certificates I, II, III and IV levels. Non-school qualifications may be attained concurrently
with school qualifications.

Non-school qualification

The definition of this term was left to the interpretation of respondents. It can be the
street they live in or include the whole suburb they live in.

Neighbourhood
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A household or person reporting at least one of the crimes surveyed. Victims were
counted once only for each type of crime, regardless of the number of incidents of that
type.

Victim

Includes using and waiting for buses, trains, trams, taxis and ferries.Using and waiting for public
transport alone after dark

Profit or loss from own unincorporated business or share in a partnership.Unincorporated business cash
income

People aged 15 years or over who were not employed during the reference week, and:
! had actively looked for full-time or part-time work at any time in the four weeks up to

the end of the reference week and were available for work in the reference week; or
! were waiting to start a new job within four weeks from the end of the reference week

and could have started in the reference week if the job had been available then.

Unemployed

Includes any verbal and/or physical intent or suggestion of intent to inflict physical harm,
which the person believed was able and likely to be carried out. Includes a threat or
attempt to hit with a fist or anything else that could hurt, threats or attempts to slap,
punch, spank or hit in any way with a fist or weapon such as a bat, hammer or pot,
situations where a gun was left in an obvious place or if the person knew that the
perpetrator had access to a gun. Includes toy guns, starter pistols etc. if the respondent
believed they were real. Also includes incidents where a respondent was threatened in
their line of work (e.g. while working as a security guard).

Threatened assault

An incident where property owned by a respondent or any member of that respondent's
household was stolen from a motor vehicle owned by that respondent or any member of
that respondent's household for private use. It includes property owned by a respondent
or another member of a respondent's household that was in a vehicle owned by the
respondent or a household member when that vehicle was stolen, in instances where
the property was never returned.

It excludes property stolen that belonged to someone not living in the household (e.g.
friend, other relative), and property owned by a business/employer (e.g. computer,
mobile phone, work tools). Also excludes property stolen from commercial vehicles (this
includes a self-employed business operator whose vehicle is mainly used for work
purposes), and any break-in to a motor vehicle if nothing was stolen. Incidents of theft
from a motor vehicle are collected as household-level data.

Theft from a motor vehicle

The definition of sexual assault was left to the interpretation of the respondent. Only
people aged 18 years and over were asked questions about sexual assault.

Sexual assault

An incident where someone stole (or tried to steal) property from a respondent by
physically attacking them or threatening him or her with force or violence. Includes
incidents of physical assault and threatened assault which also involved robbery or
attempted robbery.

Robbery

The total number of incidents of crime reported to police expressed as a percentage of
the total number of incidents of crime experienced (Table 5). The proportion of victims
who reported the most recent incident of a crime to police (Tables 1 and 2).

Reporting rate

The person's relationship to a perpetrator(s) at the time of the incident. More than one
response was allowed if there were multiple offenders involved in the incident.

Relationship to offender

Formal certification, issued by a relevant approved body, in recognition that a person has
achieved an appropriate level of learning outcomes or competencies relevant to
identified individual, professional, industry or community needs. Statements of
attainment awarded for partial completion of a course of study at a particular level are
excluded.

Qualification

Includes train, bus and taxi.Public vehicle
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Includes incidents when the respondent was unsure whether a weapon was present but
believed that there could have been one, or if they were threatened that a weapon would
be used if necessary. Weapon includes knife, gun and syringe/hypodermic needle.

Weapon used

The total number of victims of a crime in a given population expressed as a percentage
of that population.

Victimisation rate
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.

INTERNET
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