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NOTES

FORTHCOMING ISSUES

CHANGES iN THIS ISSUE

SIGNIFICANT REVISIONS
THIS QUARTER

INQUIRIES

ISSUE (Quarter) RELEASE DATE
September 1997 15 January 1998

There are no changes in this issue.

The total number of dwelling units commenced during the March
quarter 1997 has been revised upwards by 1,579 (5.3%) for Australia,
including 519 (7.4%) in Queensland, 465 (7.7%) in Victoria and 343
(3.1%) in New South Wales.

The value of total building work commenced during the March quarter
1997 has been revised upwards by $530.9 million (8.2%) with residential
building increasing by $179.0 million (4.9%) and non-residential building
increasing by $351.9 million (12.4%). The major contributors to the
non-residential increases were $217.2 million (17.5%) in New South
Wales, $72.3 million (16.5%) in Queensland and $45.7 million (7.8%) in
Victoria.

From this issue, the seasonally adjusted estimates for the total number of
dwelling units (including conversions, etc.) commenced and completed
and shown in Tables 8 9 and 10 have been derived from seasonal
factors for the corresponding original series. Previously seasonal factors
for the total number of new dwelling units commenced had been used.

For further information about these and related unpublished statistics,
contact Martin Yard on Adelaide (08) 8237 7494 or any ABS State office.

For information about other ABS statistics and services, please refer to
the back of this publication.

W. McLennan
Australian Statistician

2  ABS » BUILDING ACTIVITY « 8752.0 - JUNE QUARTER 1297



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

VALUE OF BUILDING Changes in the trend and seasonally adjusted estimates of the value of
ACTIVITY — AVERAGE building activity, at average 1989-90 prices, in the June quarter 1997
1989-90 PRICES, TREND compared with the previous quarter and a year previously are
AND SEASONALLY summarised below.
ADJUSTED ESTIMATES
Building work done Building work commenced
change change change change

Mar qtr 97 to June qtr 96 to Mar qtr 97 to June qtr 96 to
June qgtr 97 June qtr 97  June qtr 97 June qgtr 97
% % %

% %
TREND ESTIMATES

New residential building 4.3 11.7 4.9 15.8
Alterations and additions

to residential buildings 38 7.2 3.6 13.4
Non-residential building -1.8 115 -3.8 -1.9
Total building 0.7 10.8 0.1 7.2

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

New residential building 1.9 8.2 ~-4.0 10.5
Alterations and additions

to residential buildings -0.4 3.8 -01 8.9
Non-residential building -17.6 39 -1.6 -1.7
Total building ~10.3 46 3.0 a8

Building work done  The trend estimate for the total value of building work done rose by 0.7%
in the June quarter 1997. The rate of increase in the trend has been
slowing following increases of 2.5% in the March quarter and 4.1% in the
December guarter 1996,

New residential building rose by 4.3%, and was 11.7% above that of the
low of a year ago. Non-residential building fell by 1.8% in the quarter,
in contrast to the generally upward trend evident since the September
quarter 1993. Alterations and additions to residential buildings increased
by 3.8% in the June quarter.

BUILDING WORK DONE AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (Trend estimates)
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Building work commenced

TOTAL DWELLING UNITS
COMMENCED AND
COMPLETED — TREND
AND SEASONALLY
ADJUSTED ESTIMATES

In seasonally adjusted terms, the total value of building work done fell
by 10.3% in the June quarter 1997, following an increase of 11.9% in the
March quarter. Although new residential building rose by 1.9% to
$3.188.5 million, non-residential building work done fell by 17.6% to
$2,985.0 million. This fall in non-residential building work done was
mainly in Victoria where the March quarter 1997 included a significant
amount of work done on the Casino complex.

The trend for the value of total building work commenced remained
steady in the June quarter 1997 and was 7.2% above thar of a year ago.
This continues the generally upward trend since the December 1993
quarter, although the rate of increase has declined in each of the last
three quarters.

The trend for new residential building commenced increased by 4.9% in
the June quarter and follows a rise of 0.2% in the March quarter. It is
15.8% above the level of a year ago. On the other hand, non-residential
building commencements fell by 3.8% in the latest quarter following a
fall of 3.1% in the March quarter.

BUILDING WORK COMMENCED AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (Trend estimates)
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In seasonally adjusted terms, the value of total building work
commenced fell by 3.0% during the June quarter 1997. The value of new
residential work commenced fell by 4.0% and non-residential building
fell by 1.6%.

The total number of dwelling units commenced and completed in the
June quarter 1997, in trend and seasonally adjusted terms, and
percentage changes from the March quarter 1997 and the June quarter
1996 are summarised in the following table.
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change change
Mar gtr 97 to June qtr 96 to
June qtr 97 June qgtr 97 June gtr 97

number % %

TREND ESTIMATES

Dwelling units commenced

New private sector houses 22,574 4.1 12.6

Total dwelling units (a) 34,138 3.8 13.7
Dweiling units completed

New private sector houses 21,233 3.5 1.2

Total dwelling units (a) 31,740 4.0 1.2

) SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
Dwelling units commenced

New private sector houses 22,131 -1.1 8.8

Total dwelling units (a) 32,840 -4.2 7.7
Dwelling units completed

New private sector houses 21,605 5.5 1.5

Total dwelling units {a) 32,154 3.7 1.7

{a) Includes conversions, etc.

The trend estimates for commencements of new private sector houses
increased by 4.1% in the June quarter 1997 and 4.5% in the March
quarter. Estimates of the total number of dwelling units commenced
increased by 3.8% in the June quarter and by 13.7% over the last 12
months. These increases continue the upward trend for commencements
since the low of a year ago.

The trend estimates for completions of private sector houses and total

dweiling units rose by 3.5% and 4.0% respectively in the June quarter

1997. The downward trend in dwelling unit completions evident since
the December quarter 1994 has been reversed, having risen for the last
two quarters.

DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED AND COMPLETED (Trend estimates)
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18} Includes Conversians, etc

In scasonally adjusted terms, the total number of dwelling units
commenced fell by 4.2% during the June quarter, while completions
increased by 3.7%.
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TABLE 1. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a): ALL SERIES
(% million)

New residential building Alterations  Non-residential building Total building

and

Houses additions

Other 10

Private residential residential Private Private
Period seclor Total buiiding Toral buildings sector Total sector Total
ORIGINAL

1994-95 9.958.5 10.164.6 4.948.4 15,1130 2.300.8 6.927.0 9.838.6 23,753.5 272524
1995-96 7.851.3 8.023.2 37139 11,737.1 2,1459 8.288.9 11,134.1 21,599.3 25.017.1
1996-97 82742 84229 3,730.9 12,153.8 2,300.1 8.644.1 12,2484 22,626.5 26,702.3
1996 Mar. qir 1.762.4 1.800.4 1,039.5 2.839.9 4659 23128 3.0678.6 5,490.4 6.384.4
June atr 1,958.6 1,990.3 9343 29246 576.6 21357 29323 5,497.1 64335
Sept. gtr 1.962.5 1,994.5 364.5 2.859.0 540.4 1.981.6 28832 5,237.5 6,282.6
Dec. qir 2.098.8 2,136.2 899.6 3.035.8 607.5 2.386.0 3,302.2 5.924.3 6,945.5
1997 Mar. qir 1,984.7 20179 1.010.0 3,027.9 5232 23300 3,1853 5,766.7 6,736.4
June gtr 2,228.2 22743 956.8 3,231.1 629.0 1.946.5 28777 5.698.0 67378

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

1996 Mar. qtr 1,964.2 2,003.3 1,.096.8 3,124.1 5387 na, 2.857.5 5,780.5 6.500.4
June qur 1.929.6 1.954.1 218.5 28926 5563 na. 29422 5.468.7 63425
Sept. qtr 1.863.1 1.896.8 819.8 2,708.7 5318 na. 31426 51743 6.287.8
Dec. gtr 20300 20721 916.4 29641 561.1 n.a. 3.290.1 577520 6.914.4

1997 Mar_ gty 22113 22454 1,066.1 33304 6063 na. 12,9406 6,035.2 6.852.8
June qtr 2,195.3 2,232.6 940.9 31958 605.7 na. 21,8929 5,670.7 6.648.9

TREND ESTIMATES

1996 Mar. gtr 1,925.2 1.962.8 930.8 29029 5343 21009 2,798.2 54052 6,232.6
June qtr 1.963.3 1,934 9 9219 2.866.6 539.6 21555 29845 54205 6,353.6
Sept. qtr 1,934.9 1.967.5 904.6 28698 549.3 22143 3.147.3 35024 0,536.7
Dec. gtr 2,029.4 2.065.8 921.8 2,981.5 566.4 22225 3.140.7 56444 6,690.1

1997 Mar. gtr 21445 21823 978.0 3.165.6 590.5 2,195.2 30422 5.829.2 6,801.6
June gtr 2.246.7 2,283.6 1,010.1 33196 611.8 21211 29276 3914.0 6,809.8

(a) Sec paragraphs 27 to 30 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimales are subject to revision each quarter as more up 1o date information on prices and
commodity compositions becomes available.
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TABLE 2. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a): ALL SERIES

{$ million)
New residential buiiding Alterations  Non-residenrial building Total huilding
and
Houses addirions
Other 24
Private residential residential Provate Private
Period sector Toral building Toral buildings secror Total sector Total
ORIGINAL
1994-65 10,305.0 10,319.6 4,508.1 15,027.7 23747 7,104.0 10.216.1 23918.6 27.618.5
1995-96 8,205.0 8.3922 3.776.0 12,168.2 22900 84929 11,6158 223769 26,074.0
199697 8,142.0 82872 37652 12,0524 22855 9.523.6 12,822.8 233422 27.160.7
1966 Mar. qtr 1,825.0 1,.866.3 851.2 27175 450.1 1.856.8 25394 4.942.4 57470
June qtr 1.964.0 2.004.1 876.9 2.881.0 5759 21652 29319 5483.6 6 3R8.8
Sept. gqtr 1,942.0 1.973.2 9783 29515 5618 23864 3.201.5 5,764.3 67148
Dec. qir 21070 2.142.0 933.6 3.075.6 603.1 25382 33699 6,084 8 7.0648.6
1997 Mar, qtr 19348 1.968.4 908.7 2.877.1 5224 2.400.5 3,203.3 5,690.0 6,602 8
June qtr 2.159.1 2,.203.6 944 6 3,148.2 5982 2,1925 3.048.1 5.803.1 6,794 5

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

1996 Mar. qtr 1,994.6 2.0437 9179 29538 5622 21157 28646 5.450.6 6.360.1
June qir 1.981.1 2.017.7 902.9 29192 576.0 2,1549 28729 55300 6.375.9
Sept. qir 1,877.4 1.905.7 928.5 28349 5559 22763 3,107.2 5,555.8 6.492.6
Dec. qir 1.983.5 20248 890.6 29234 539.1 23704 L.3,1655 5714.0 6,643.3

1997 Mar. qtr 21145 21557 9819 3,129.1 600.2 2.746.8 36218 62815 7.436.8
June qtr 21776 22180 9713 31,1885 5979 2,18t 7 2.985.0 5.850.4 6,668.8

TREND ESTIMATES

1996 Mar. gir 19818 2.026.6 910.1 29355 569.1 21313 2.893.5 54867 6,395.1
June qtr 1,934.8 19722 903.6 28747 561.5 21585 29136 5.463.9 6,342 1
Sept. qir 1,936.5 1.969.3 910.1 2.880.2 556.7 23009 3.088.2 56145 6,538.6
Dec. gtr 1,993.3 20279 9273 2.956.3 563.0 24357 3.259.9 58202 6,805.5

1997 Mar. gtr 2,086.6 2,1253 952.4 3.076.3 579.9 24745 313106 59818 6,976.5
June gtr 2,192.8 2,230.5 9774 31,2099 601.8 24212 3.2494 6,082.0 70259

{(2) See paragraphs 27 to 30 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision cach quarter as more up to date information on prices and
commodity compositions becomes available,
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TABLE 3. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES, BY STATE (a): ORIGINAL
(S million)

Period NSW Fig., Old S4 W4 Tas. NT ACT Aust.

NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

1994.95 52716 28114 3,8323 670.9 1,947.1 2122 140.3 2272 15.113.0
1995.96 4.286.2 23926 26796 4335 1,450.9 181.4 120.0 1929 11,7371
1996-97 4.443.6 2.564.4 2,784.4 444} 1,479.2 1349 140.1 163.1 12,153.8
1996 Mar. gtr 1117.2 584.6 5947 95.8 338.2 498 24.7 34.9 2,8399
June qtr 1,001.4 5828 763.0 97.5 3727 399 283 350 29246
Sept. qtr 1,028.7 633.0 679.3 95.5 3218 337 304 36.5 2,859.0
Dec. qtr L1025 5622 759.8 118.6 379.1 37.1 409 356 3,0358
1997 Mar. gtr 11793 643.0 642.3 96.0 3684 320 273 39.4 3,027.9
June qtr 1,132.9 726.2 703.0 134.0 409.8 iz 415 51.6 32311

ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

1994.95 1,0574 6320 228.1 109.1 165.7 359 219 50.7 2.300.8
1995-96 912.1 62314 2293 106.3 177.6 313 206 45.1 2,1459
1996-97 978.5 692.4 2499 106.2 1753 313 16,7 49.8 2,300.1
1896 Mar. qtr 209.0 126.8 43R 259 41.8 89 2.6 71 465.9
June gtr 2283 189.3 59.4 252 459 72 5.9 144 576.6
Sept. qtr 2425 139.7 69.2 233 422 71 4.4 120 540.4
Dec. gtr 275.6 168.6 64.8 30.2 423 84 43 133 607.5
1997 Mar. gtr 2185 172.2 46.0 242 429 79 .33 8.0 5232
June gtr 2419 2119 699 285 479 7.9 4.3 16.5 629.0

NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

1994-95 36339 23780 20823 475.5 705.1 14381 1378 2719 98386
1995-96 3,624.4 29824 21,3619 571.7 8135 2335 2309 3158 11,134.1
1996-97 4,639.2 33214 20385 488.6 1,057.0 i55.9 193.8 3540 12,248 .4
1996 Mar. qtr L1157 B06.6 568.6 126.5 242.5 R7.7 69.0 62.0 30786
June qtr 806.3 6437 700.8 238.2 261.3 548 87.2 140.0 29323
Sept. gtr 983.2 797.0 526.0 938 277.0 56.5 463 103.4 2.8832
Dec. gir 1,302.5 7715 5825 101.7 3227 327 77.0 105.6 33022
1997 Mar. qtr 14213 745.9 432.6 108.6 2450 345 40.7 106.7 3,i185.3
June qtr 932.2 1.001.0 447.4 1845 2123 322 29.8 383 2,877
TOTAL BUILDING
19%4-05 9.962.9 58214 6,142.7 1,255.5 28179 396.2 300.0 5558 27.252.4
1995-96 8.822.7 59984 3.270.8 L1115 24420 446.4 3715 3538 25,0171
1996-97 10,061.3 6,578.2 50728 1,038.9 27115 3221 350.6 566.9 26,702.3
1996 Mar. gtr 24419 L518.0 1,207.1 248.2 6225 146.4 96.3 104.0 6,384 4
June qtr 2.037.0 14158 1,523.2 360.9 6799 101.9 121.4 193.4 6.433.5
Sept. qtr 22544 1,569.7 1,274.5 2126 641.1 97.3 Bl.1 1519 6,.282.6
Dec. qtr 2,680.6 1,508.3 1,407.1 250.5 744.1 78.2 122.2 1545 6,945.5
1997 Mar. qtr 2.816.3 1,561 1 1,176.9 2288 656.3 744 71.5 154.1 6.736.4
June gtr 23070 1,939.1 1,220.3 347.0 670.0 72.2 75.8 106.4 6,737.8

(a} See paragraphs 27 to 30 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and
commedily compositions becomes available,
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TABLE 4. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a), BY STATE: ORIGINAL

($ mitlion)

Period NSH Vie. Qid S4 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust,
NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING
1994-95 4.940.0 2,732.0 39500 7143 2,040.5 2354 1325 276.0 150277
1995-96 4.466.4 2,451.1 2.765.3 465.1 1,510.8 1823 129.1 198.1 12.168.2
1996-97 43704 24993 2,783.4 437.9 1,.503.8 156.1 1339 167.6 12.052.4
1996 Mar. gtr 1.023.6 554.3 56R8.3 106.8 3513 42.8 289 415 27175
' June qtr 10399 5837 689.8 105.5 346.9 423 31.8 41.1 2.881.0
" Sept. qtr 1,095.7 605.2 681.7 973 356.0 199 294 46.3 29515
Dec. qir 1,125.0 642.5 717.2 107.9 3626 41.8 339 44.7 30756
1997 Mar. qtr 1,055.2 571.0 655.7 103.6 380.8 37.2 337 339 28771
June qir 1,094.5 674.6 7288 1291 404.4 372 369 42.7 3.148.2
ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TC RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
1994-95 1,096.8 652.3 2275 112.6 177.9 36.7 19.4 51.5 33747
1995-96 1,030.8 632.8 2294 1134 184.6 342 229 41.9 2,290.0
1996-97 959.9 698.2 243.6 1092 1781 323 16.1 48.1 22855
1996 Mar. qtr 2305 129.7 438 231 42.0 g6 4.2 82 490.1
June qtr 2554 164.8 538 287 48.4 89 6.0 9.9 575.9
Sept, qtr 24%.1 162.0 64.2 244 38.8 7.7 44 12.2 5618
Dec. qtr 256.5 1733 67.1 32 48.3 8.2 3.9 14.6 603.1
1997 Mar. gtr 222.1 164.3 50.5 243 41.5 74 32 9.1 5224
June qir 233.2 198.6 61.8 293 455 9.0 4.6 12.2 598.2
NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING
1994-95 34148 28704 2,195.9 4297 745.6 147.8 132 279.8 10.216.1
1995-96 3.893.6 34633 23160 4863 765.7 187.8 2t2e 106.2 1L.6158
1996-97 42413 3,854 4 23626 3791 973.6 208.2 2341 369.5 12,822.8
1996 Mar. qtr 838.5 7393 528.3 107.9 183.8 374 43.4 60.8 25394
June qur 1,012.5 %09.0 558.6 1374 22001 489 68.4 77.0 2,931.9
Sept. qtr 1,138.4 848.6 634.4 126.6 2257 66.5 720 393 32015
Dec. qtr 1,007.1 1.026.3 674.5 166.9 266.2 56.6 618 110.5 33699
1997 Mar. qtr 999.7 1,121.9 539.2 129.6 24}.6 436 515 76.2 32033
June gte 1,096.1 8576 514.5 156.0 240.1 415 48.8 93.5 3.048.1
TOTAL BUILDING
199495 94516 6,261.7 6,373.4 1,256.6 2.964.0 419.9 2840 607.3 27,6185
1995-96 9,390.8 6,547.2 53107 1.058.8 2,461.1 404.3 364.9 536.2 26,074.0
1996-97 9,571.6 7.051.9 5,389.6 1,126.2 2,655.5 396.6 384.1 5852 27,160.7
1996 Mar. qur 20926 14233 1,140.4 237.8 5771 88.8 76.5 110.5 5,747.0
June qgtr 23078 1.557.5 1,302.2 2716 6154 100.1 106.2 128.0 6,388.8
Sept. qtr 24822 1,615.8 1,380.3 2483 620.5 114.] 105.8 147.8 6,714.8
Dec. gtr 2,3886 1,842.1 1,458.8 306.0 6771 106.6 99.6 169.8 7.048.6
1997 Mar. gtr 22770 1,863.2 1,245.4 2575 663.9 88.2 884 119.2 6.602.8
June gtr 24238 1,730.8 1,305.1 3144 694.0 87.7 90.3 148.4 6,794.3

(a) See paragraphs 27 to 30 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and
commuodity compositions becomes available,
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and
Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information
services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic
statistics including the CPI.

internet
http://www.abs.gov.au -

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Intemet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

client.services@abs.gov.au

National Mail Order Service (02) 6252 5249
Subscription Service 1300 366 323
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
CANBERRA (02) 6252 6627 {02) 6207 0326
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 {02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 {03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 3222 6351 (07) 3222 6350
PERTH {08) 9360 5140 (08) 9360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582
HOBART {03) 6222 5800 (03)y 6222 5800
DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111
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